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Librarian. 


Clincher  tubing,  being  submitted  to  the  minimum  Heat — but  one-tentn  as  muv;ii  as  unc 
stretched  and  ruptured  tube — the  virtue, — the  strength  of  the  steel  is  retained.  That's 
another  reason  why  it  is  stronger  and  better  and  safer. 

Clincher  tubing,  being  brass-lined,  can  not  rust.  That's  still  another  reason  why  they  are 
stronger  and  safer  and  better. 

These  are  some  of  the  reasons  why  comparative  tests  enable  the  Clincher  tubing  to  stand  up 
long  after  the  other  kind  is  crushed,  crumpled,  bent  or  broken. 

These  are  the  reasons  why  Clincher  Brass  Lined  Tubing  is  not  as  cheap  as  the  other  kind;  in- 
cidentally, this  is  the  reason  why  some  makers  use  "the  other  kind." 

These  are  some  of  the  reasons  why  Clincher  tubing  will  mark  the  highest  grade  bicycles  of  1900. 

These  are  some  of  the  reasons  why  you  should  insist  on  getting  it. 

The  dealer's  competitor  may  use  " /^rf^i-jr-Z/V/cv/"  tubing  to  the  disadvantage  of  those  who  are 
not  up  to  date. 


THE  WILMOT  &  HOBBS  MFG.  CO. 


ESTABLISHED    1877. 


Hot  and  Cold  Rolled  Strip  Steel  IMills  and  Factories, 


BRIDGEPORT,.  CONN.,  U.  S.  A. 


Fred  W.  Colson  &  Co.,  Manhattan  Bldg.,  Chicago.  Geo.  Damerei,,  Postal  Tel.  Bldg.,  Room  807,  New  York. 

Ai^i,  Trade-Marks  Registered. 
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NEW  YORK  AND  CHICAGO,  AUGUST  17,  t899. 


Number  599. 


Every 
Every 
Every 
Every 
Every 


Memberof  the  L.  A.  W. 
One  Who  Rides  a  Bicycle 
One  Who  Makes  a  Bicycle 
One  Who  Sells  a  Bicycle 
One  Who  Buys  a  Bicycle 


.Must    Be    Interested    in... 


drass-Lined  Clincher  Safety  Tubing. 

Barring  None,  the  Strongest  Tubing  Ever  Manufactured. 

Clincher  tubing,  being  rolled,  not  stretched,  the  atoms  of  the  steel  are  not  disturbed.  That  is 
one  reason  why  it  is  safer  and  stronger  than  the  other  kind. 

Clincher  tubing,  being  submitted  to  the  minimum  heat — but  one-tenth  as  much  as  the 
stretched  and  ruptured  tube — the  virtue, — the  strength  of  the  steel  is  retained.  That's 
another  reason  why  it  is  stronger  and  better  and  safer. 

Clincher  tubing,  being  brass-lined,  can  not  rust.  That's  still  another  reason  why  they  are 
stronger  and  safer  and  better. 

These  are  some  of  the  reasons  why  comparative  tests  enable  the  Clincher  tubing  to  stand  up 
long  after  the  other  kind  is  crushed,  crumpled,  bent  or  broken. 

These  are  the  reasons  why  Clincher  Brass  Lined  Tubing  is  not  as  cheap  as  the  other  kind ;  in-  ^ 

cidentally,  this  is  the  reason  why  some  makers  use  "the  other  kind."- 

These  are  some  of  the  reasons  why  Clincher  tubing  will  mark  the  highest  grade  bicycles  of  1900, 

These  are  some  of  the  reasons  why  you  should  insist  on  getting  it. 

The  dealer's  competitor  may  use  '■'■  brass-lined"  \.\\b\n^\.o  the  disadvantage  of  those  who  are 
not  up  to  date. 


THE  WILMOT  &  HOBBS  MFG.  CO. 

ESTABLISHED    1877. 

Hot  and  Cold  Rolled  Strip  Steel  Mills  and  Factories,  BRIDGEPORT,  CONN.,  U.  S.  A. 

Fred  W.  Coi^son  &  Co.,  ^Manhattan  Bldg.,  Chicago.  Geo.  DamereL,  Postal  Tel.  Bldg.,  Room  S07,  New  York. 

All  Trade-Marks  Registered. 
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August  17, 


The  Otto  Coaster  and  Brake... 


^ — ^ 
RIDE  WITH  IT,  AND  ONLY  PEDAL  HALF  THE  TIME. 

NOT  the  ONLY  reliable  COASTER  and  BRAKE,  but  the  CHEAPEST,  reliable  COASTER 

and  BRAKE  in  the  WIDE,  WIDE  WORLD. 

Fits  any  bicycle,  any  size  sprocket  furnished.  Everybody  wants  a  COASTER  and 
BR/VKE  on  their  wheel,  and  the  dealer  to  sell  the  wheel  must  have  it  on. 

The  price  will  make  it  the  greatest  seller  this  year,  and  it  adds  just  only  five  ounces 
to  the  weight. 

For  further  particulars  write  to 

STOCKTON  MANOFAGTORING  CO.. 


Kindly    mention    The    \\'heel. 


NEWARK,   N.   J  .   U.  S.   A. 
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MANUFACTURER  OF 


BICYCLES. 


New  YoRii  Office, 
84  AND  86  READE  ST.,  Cor.  CHURCH  ST. 


NORTH  MILWAUKEE,  WIS.,  U.  S.  A. 


Kindly    mention   The    Wheel. 
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AMES  SWORD  CO.,  Chicopee,  Mass 3° 

ATLANTIC  TUBE  CO.,  Pittsburg,  Pa I9 

BADGER  BRASS  MFG.  CO.,  Kenosha,  Wis 31 

BARBER  ASPHALT  PAVING  CO.,  THE,  11  B'way,  New  York,  N.Y..30 

BARKELEW,  A.  C,  &  KENT,  New  York,  N.  Y — 

BARNES,  W.  F.  &  J.  CO.,  Rockford,  111 — 

BEVIN  BROS.  MFG.  CO.,  East  Hampton,  Conn 4 

BIG  FOUR  ROUTE,  Cincinnati.  Ohio 29 

BLACK  MFG.  CO.,  Erie,  Pa — 

CHICAGO  &  NORTHWESTERN  R'Y 3° 

CLEVELAND  BALL  &  SCREW  CO.,  Cleveland,  O — 

CLIPPER  CHILLED  PLOW  CO.,  Elmira,  N.  Y — 

CRAWFORD  MFG.  CO.,  Hagerstown,  Md 28 

CROSBY  &  MAYER  CO.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y — 

CUSHMAN  &  DENISON,    240-242  W.  23d  St.,  New  York,  N.  Y 29 

CYCLE  SYNDICATE,  320  Broadway,  N.  Y 28 

CYCLIST,  THE,  Coventry,  Eng 3° 

DESIDERATUM  BRAKE  CO.,  Ludgate  Hill,  Birmingham,  England...— 

DIXON,  J.,  CRUCIBLE  CO.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J 3° 

ECLIPSE  BICYCLE  CO.,  Elmira,  N.  Y 10 

EXCELSIOR  MACHINE  CO.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y..j 31 

EXCELSIOR  SUPPLY  CO.,  Chicago,  111 23 

GRAND  RAPIDS  CYCLE  CO.,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich 10 

HANSON  &  VAN  WINKLE  CO.,  Newark,  N.  J — 

INDIANA  CHAIN  CO.,  Indianapolis,  Ind 3° 

INDIANAPOLIS  CHAIN  &  STAMPING  CO.,  Indianapolis,  Ind 31 

IRISH  CYCLIST,  THE,  Dublin,  Ireland 3° 

K.  &  C.  MFG.  CO.,  Ayer,  Mass 21 


NAME   AND   ADDRESS.  PAGE. 

KOKOMO  RUBBER  CO.,  Kokomo,  Ind • 4 

LEAGUE  HANDLE-BAR  CO.,  Chicago,  111.. ■ 4 

LELAND  &  FAULCONER   MFG.  CO.,  Detroit,  Mich 3 

MEISELBACH,  A.  D.,  Milwaukee,  Wis 2 

MORSE  CHAIN  CO.,  Trumansburg,  N.  Y 29 

MOSSBERG,  FRANK,  CO.,  P.  O.  Box  803,  Attleboro,  Mass 28 

NICKEL  PLATE  ROAD,  Buffalo,  N.  Y 28 

NYE,  WM.  F.,  New  Bedford,  Mass 3° 

PARKER,  STEARNS  &  SUTTON,  22S  South  St.,  New  York,  N.  Y....29 

PIERCE,  GEORGE  N.  CO.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y ■■■5 

POWER  MFG.  CO.,  Bloomfield,  N.  J 4 

RAVEN  GLOSS  MFG.  CO.,  71  Barclay  St.,  New  York,  N.  Y — 

RICHTER,  WOLFGANG,  Philadelphia,  Pa 31 

SARTUS  BALL-BEARING  CO  ,  New  York,  N.  Y 4 

SNELL  CYCLE  CO.,  Toledo,  Ohio 32 

SPALDING,  A.  G.,  &  BROS.,  New  York  and  Chicago 6 

SPINROLLER  CO.,  Rochester,  N.  Y 21 

STEARNS,  E.  C  ,  &  CO.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y '7 

STANDARD  WELDING  CO.,  Cleveland,  Ohio 31 

STAR  BALL  RETAINER  CO.,  Lancaster,  Pa 4 

STOCKTON  MFG.  CO.,  Newark,  N.  J : 2 

TILLMAN  &  ECKSTEIN,  91  Elizabeth  St.,  N.  Y 29 

TUCKER  BICYCLE  WOOD  WORK  CO.,  Urbana,  0 23 

TYNAN  PUMP  CO.,  Paterson,  N.  J 29 

VIM  BICYCLE  CO.,  Chicago,  111 3° 

WEST  SHORE  R.  R 3° 

WHEELMEN'S  CO.,  Indianapolis,  Ind — 

WILMOT  &  HOBBS  MFG.  CO.,  Bridgeport,  Conn i 


What  Are  Leland-Faulconer  Gears? 


The  ONLY  BEVEL-GEARS  for  '' CH AINLESS  ^^  bicycles  that  have  all  ERRORS  of 
hardening  ELIMINATED  by  generating  after  the  gears  are  hardened. 

Gears  CANNOT  be  hardened  without  changing  their  form.  This  makes  errors.  Our  machines 
are  expensive  but  make  the  gears  MORE  PERFECT  than  any  soft  gear  can  be  made. 
We  furnish  gears  to  manufacturers  of  Chainless  Bicycles. 

RIDERS  who  KNOW  about  our  gears  will  use  no  other  wheel.     Ask  for  circular. 

Leland  &  Faulconer  Mfg.  So.. 


DETROIT,  MICH, 


Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 
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August  17, 


f        WE  MAKE   RETAINERS  FOR  THE  BICYCLE  HEAD,  > 

HUB,CRANK  HANGER  AND  PEDAL. 
^ALSO  VEHICLE  WHEELS,AUT6M0BILES,  SULKY  WHEELS   ETC.) 
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Kindly    mention    The   Wheel. 
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Kokomo    Korker   Kompound 
Kompletely  Korks  a  Kokomo  or  any- 
other  good   tire. 
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m  FOR    SALE    BY 

I     KOKOI^O  RUBBER  CO.,  Kokomo,  Ind. 

So  Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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inspect  full  line  Nineteen 
Hundred  League  Handle- 
Bars  on  exhibition  there. 


League  Handle-Bar  Co*, 

2J5-2I 7-219  S.  CLINTON  STREET, 
Chicago,  III.... 


Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 
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NICKEL  STEEL  CHAINS 

BY  THE 

POWER  MFG.  CO.,  Bloomfield,  N.  J. 


Made  in  1-8  in.,  3-16  in.  and  1-4  in. 

This  last  is  equal  in  quality,  accuracy  and  finish  to  the  best  of  other 
makes  on  the  market.     Write  for  net  prices  and  catalogue. 

THE    BLOCKS    OF   ALL    OUR    CHAINS  ARE 
MADE  OF  NICKEL   STEEL. 
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We  have  as  complete  a  line  of  bells  to 
select  from  as  any  jobber  could  wish  for. 

AI^I.    HONEST-MADE    GOODS. 

Over  sixty  years'  experience  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  bells  alone.     Send  for  '99  catalogue. 

6EVIN  BROS.'  MFG.  CO.,  -  -  East  Hampton,  Conn. 

HARTLEY  &  GRAHAM,  3J3  Broadway,  New  York  City, 


Corrugated  Guard. 


J  "New  Era,"  Continuous  Ringing.  EXPORT    AGENTS.      '"      Kindly   mention   The  Wheel.     Perfecti^^  Guard.        « 
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The  George  N.  Pierce  Co., 
Makers  of  ** Pierce  Cycles** 
wish  to  announce  to  the 
Bicycle  Trade  that  it  is  not 
IN  A  TRUST  or  other  combina- 
tion, and  will  NOT  sell  to  de- 
partment STORES.  Also,  that 
its  product  for  1900  will  be 
only  the  highest  grade.  Also, 
that  it  is  NOW  prepared  to  al- 
lot AGENCIES  and  to  that  end 
invites  correspondence. 

THE  GEORGE  N.PIERCE  CO. 

BUFFALO.  BOSTON.   NEW  YORK. 
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Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 
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Bicycle  Agency  Profit. 


We  will  suppose,  Mr.  Agent,  that  you  are  ambitious, 
that  you  are  alive,  that  you  hope  for  bigger  things  in  a  busi- 
ness way.  Therefore,  being  alive  and  on  the  everlasting  look- 
out for  things  that  will  help  you,  you  must  have  read  in  The 
Wheel  how  a  clever  manufacturer  of  bicycles  don't  shut 
down  his  factory  all  summer  but  turns  it  to  other  uses.  This 
gives  this  manufacturer  a  business  all  the  year  around  in- 
stead of  half  the  year.  Now,  Mr.  Agent,  you  have  brains  and 
you  have  a  store,  and  it  is  criminal  negligence  to  give  both 
over  to  emptiness  all  winter.  It  is  your  salvation,  both  of 
body  and  purse,  to  keep  busy  and  not  fatten  up  in  winter 
on  summer  profits.  To  do  this,  you  must  add  to  your  busi- 
ness, you  must  select  a  stock  of  goods  which  you  can  work 
in  with  your  bicycle  trade.  You  know  that  when  a  man  buys 
a  bicycle,  he  also  buys  a  bicycle  cap.  He  buys  bicycle  shoes, 
a  belt  perhaps,  or  a  nice  jersey.  In  fact,  the  bicycle  is  only 
the  start.  For  two  decades  and  more  we  have  made  a 
specialty  of  fitting  out  the  cyclist,  and  all  other  sportsmen  and 
sportswomen.  We  clothe  them,  we  give  them  the  tools  of 
their  trade.  Our  trade-mark  is  known  everywhere.  Our 
line  will  give  you  a  permanent  and  profitable  business.  We 
are  interesting  many  agents.  Write  for  pamphlets  and 
catalogues. 

A.  G.  SPALDING  &  BROS., 

NEW  YORK,  126-130  Nassau  St. 
CHICAGO,  147-149  Wabash  Ave. 
DENVER,  J  J  08  16th  St. 
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Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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A.  B.  C.  MANAGEMENT. 


They,  the  A.  B.  C,  Might  as  Well  Do  Away  with 
Machinery  as  with  Advertising.  Combinations 
Which  Have  Attempted  to  Do  Away  with  Adver- 
tising Have  Failed  Every  Time."— Elmer  Pratt. 


AUTHENTIC  information  regarding  the 
policies  and  plans  of  the  promoters  of 
the  bicycle  combination  are  exceedingly  hard 
to  obtain  at  the  present  time.  Of  course, 
those  who  have  been  appointed  on  the  vari- 
ous committees  in  the  organization  have 
views,  but  they  are  not  placing  themselves  on 
record  these  days.  True,  there  are  plenty  of 
rumors  regarding  what  will  be  done,  and 
what  has  been  done,  but,  after  all,  the  person 
whose  opinion  is  the  most  valua'ble  at  the 
present  time  is  the  one  who  is  at  the  head  of 
a  large  enterprise,  who  may  or  may  not  he 
slated  for  official  position  in  the  A.  B.  C.  man- 
agement, and  who  talks  simply  and  directly 
about  what  he  would  do  were  he  placed  in  the 
active  management  of  A.  B.  C.  affairs. 

A  type  of  this  class  is  J.  Elmer  Pratt,  fam- 
ous las  the  greatest  fisherman  and  rose-grower 
in  the  'bicycle  trade,  a  bright  advertising  man, 
known  to  dealers,  'manufacturers  and  old- 
timers  everywhere,  and  who,  for  several  years 
past,  has  assisted  in  guiding  the  destinies  of 
that  sterling  old  house,  the  Grand  Rapids 
Cycle  Co.  For  an  hour  the  other  day  Mr. 
Pratt  entertained  a  Wheel  man  with  ideas, 
chat  and  theories  on  'the  management  of  the 
A,  B.  C. 

Said  he,  "I  believe  it  should  be  the  first 
move  of  the  management  of  the  combine  to 
play  for  public  sym'pathy  and  support,  not 
only  among  the  dealers  but  'with  the  riders 
of  all  classes.  With  this  in  view  I  do  not  think 
there  should  be  a  grand  slashing  of  expenses 
al!  along  the  line.  Unless  a  factory  is  being 
operated  at  a  dead  loss,  and  I  do  not  think 
there  are  many  such  in  the  A.  B.  C.  at  the 
present  time,  I  would  keep  it  running  on  its 
regular  goods  and  employ  just  as  many  men 
as  practicable.  I  think  the  same  rule  should 
hold  good  with  the  traveling  'men,  and  I  think 
it  will  .be  the  height  of  folly  if  they  undertake 
to  do  away  with  a  larger  part  of  the  traveling 
forces  of  the  various  factories,  as  has  been  ru- 
mored will  'be  done.  Not  only  would  such  a 
move  gain  the  enmity  of  the  great  mass  of  mid- 
dle-class people  who  are  now  the  riding  public. 


but  the  dealers  would  be  against  it.  Dealers 
do  not  like  to  buy  goods  of  a  salesman  who 
carries  a  number  of  lines  and  sells  to  a  com- 
petitor the  next  'moment.  They  have  their 
friends  in  the  trade,  who  call  several  times 
every  season,  and  they  do  not  want  to  see 
'tbem  thrown  out. 

"As'ide  from  this,  a  traveling  man  is  not 
capa'ble  of  doing  justice  to  three  or  four  lines 
of  wheels.  If  the  A.  B.  C.  ever  gets  to  a  point 
where  it  will  make  three  or  four  distinct  types 
of  'machines,  and  hold  strictly  to  them,  per- 
haps many  salesmen  could  'be  done  away 
with;  but  this,  too,  I  think,  would  be  an  un- 
wise plan.  All  the  arguments  in  the  world 
could  not  prevent  men  from  wearing  various 
styles  of  coats,  caps,  neckwear  or  other  ar- 
ticles. There  must  always  be  different  types 
of  bicycles.  There  are  hundreds  of  ways  in 
which  methods  of  construction  could  be 
cheapened  by  agreeing  on  the  most  economi- 
cal forms  of  shop  practice.  Thousands  of 
dollars  can  be  saved  in  this  way,  but  there 
should  be  various  types  of  machines  as  here- 
tofore. 

"There  has  been  talk,  too,  tha-t  the  'branch 
stores  in  the  larger  cities  will  be  done  away 
with,  but  I  believe  this  would  be  a  mistake. 
It  has  been  my  experience  that  no  one  can 
make  as  great  a  success  of  a  wheel  as  the  per- 
son who  has  first  brought  it  before  'the  pub- 
lic and  popularized  it.  Our  company  has  over 
seven  hundred  of  the  'best  agents  in  the  coun- 
try, and  we  regard  it  as  a  great  misfortune 
when  we  have  to  make  changes.  'The  fact 
that  we  have  -made  every  effort  to  hold  a  good 
dealer  accounts  more  than  anything  else  for 
our  success  'in  business.  If  a  man  makes  a 
success  with  a  machine,  his  name  becomes 
synonymous  with  that  wheel,  and  it  hurts 
both  wheel  and  dealer  when  changes  are  made, 
unless  one  or  the  other  has  a  serious  fault. 
If  a  branch  store  is  making  a  success,  I  be- 
lieve it  should  be  allowed  to  continue,  al- 
though, of  course,  with  the  distributing  depot 
plan  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  make  the 
branches  distributing  points. 


"I  believe  the  limitation  of  options  will 
prove  the  greatest  possible  saving  for  the 
combine,  and  if  properly  arranged  this  feature 
alone  should  pay  a  good  dividend  on  the 
stock.  It  is  beyond  the  comprehension  of  the 
average  rider  what  this  would  mean  to  the 
manufacturer.  This  year  we  limited  our  op- 
tions considerably  over  the  previous  year, 
but  for  all  that  we  can  build  over  two  thou- 
sand wheels  and  have  no  two  exactly  alike. 
I  can't  tell  you  the  exact  figures,  because  it 
would  take  too  long  to  figure  it  out,  but  it  is 
snnply  appalling.  This  feature,  more  than 
anything  else,  has  been  the  demoralization  of 
the  bicycle  trade.  Thousands  of  dollars'  worth 
of  material,  frames  and  completed  bicycles 
are  sold  at  a  sacrifice  every  year  because  the 
styles  have  changed  a  trifle,  and  because  these 
special  machines  are  not  desirable  in  the  eyes 
of  the  faddists.  Even  above  'this  is  the  fact 
that  it  is  no  longer  possible  to  build  up  wheels 
in  preparation  for  another  season.  Parts 
must  be  assem'bled  and  prepared  in  accordance 
with  orders  and  there  is  no  longer  a  possibil- 
ity of  going  ahead  and  crating  wheels  for 
stock. 

"This  makes  the  manufacture  of  bicycles  the 
short-season  business  that  it  is.  In  summer, 
when  light  and  heat  cost  nothing  and  when 
labor  is  plentiful  and  cheap,  the  bicycle  fac- 
tory must  remain  idle  because  we  cannot 
tell  what  to  build.  For  three  or  four  months 
during  the  winter  there  is  a  grand  rush,  and 
men  and  machinery  must  be  worked  overtime 
at  greatly  increased  expense.  It  is  simply 
impossible  to  enumerate  the  leaks  which  could 
be  stopped  if  the  options  were  done  away  ■with. 

"The  advertising  question  is  also  one  which 
will  reciuire  careful  attention  to  bring  about 
the  best  results.  Some  people  have  been  fool- 
ish enough  to  predict  that  advertising  would 
be  done  away  with,  'but,  in  my  opinion,  they 
might  as  well  try  to  do  aw^ay  with  machinery 
as  with  advertising.-  Combinations  which 
have  attempted  to  do  away  with  advertising 
have  failed  every  time.  There  are  any  number 
of  instances  where  big  corporations  have 
changed  this  policy  to  the  other  extreme  when 
they  found  they  were  losing  thousands  of  dol- 
lars. If  anything,  more  advertising  should 
be  done,  'but  it  can  be  done  more  effectively 
than  heretofore.  There  should  be  a  depart- 
ment wholly  for  buying  advertising.  In  this 
way,  like  any  other  com-modity,  it  can  be 
bought  at  a  lo'wer  rate,  and  the  various  fac- 
tories should  be  allotted  certain  spaces,  and 
allowed  to  use  it  as  they  see  fit.  The  papers 
which  reach  the  dealers  should  be  patronized 
as  well  as  those  which  go  to  the  riders,  and 
only  those  mediums  which  prove  a  paying  in- 
vestment should  be  used.  The  scheme  sys- 
tem of  advertising  should  be  done  away  with, 
and,    in   'my    opinion,    the    big     organization 
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should  not  foster  cycle  shows,  at  least  not  as 
Ihcy  Ikuc  lieen  managed  in  the  past. 

"Another  great  opportunity  for  salvage,  and 
one  which  would  be  hailed  with  delight  by 
every  member  of  the  trade  except  those 
against  whom  it  is  intended,  would  be  a  credit 
bureau.  Every  account  should  be  submitted 
to  the  bureau  before  being  accepted,  and  where 
a  person  has  defrauded  a  certain  manufacturer, 
that  party  should  be  blacklisted  by  every  con- 
cern in  the  combination.  Without  question 
tliis  would  efTcct  a  saving  of  hundreds  of 
thousands,  and  it  would  be  of  the  greatest 
benefit  to  honest  dealers  by  driving  out  unfair 
competition. 

"As  to  the  presidency,  I  believe  that  the 
right  man  is " 

But  here  Mr.  Pratt  made  a  dash  for  a  pass- 
ing street  car,  and  the  stockholders  of  the  A. 
B.  C.  will  have  to  do  their  own  choosing  on 
this  point. 


THE  LEAGIE  ^EET. 


PRICES  or  CHAINS. 


Another    Meeting    May    Be    Held    in    New    Yoriv 

To-Day    by    Several    Chain 

Malvers. 

There  may  be  a  second  meeting  to-day  of 
the  chain  makers,  who  were  called  together 
in  New  York  city  on  August  3,  to  receive 
the  report  of  a  committee,  appointed  at  the 
previous  meeting  to  submit  a  scale  of  chain 
prices  to  the  Indianapolis  Chain  &  Stamping 
Co.  This  scale  of  prices  was  favored  by  the 
following,  who  were  present  at  the  meeting 
on  .\ugust  3: 

Henry  &  Allen,  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  represented  by  Mr. 
Henry. 

McKee  Chain  Co.,  Norwich,  Conn.,  represented  by 
Mr.   Clifford. 

Thames  Cham  &  Stamping  Co.,  Norwich,  Conn., 
represented   by   Mr.    Carey. 

Crown  Electrical  Mfg.  Co.,  St.  Charles,  III,  repre- 
sented by  Mr.  Home. 

Torrington  Chain  Co.,  Torrington,  Conn.,  repre- 
sented by  Mr.    Hendey. 

Reading  Screw  Co.,  Philadelphia,  represented  by 
Mr.  England. 

Indiana  Chain  Co.,  Indianapolis,  represented  by  Mr. 
Wood. 

I'ower  Mfg.  Co.,  Bloomfield,  N.  J.,  represented  by 
Mr.   Power. 

The  concerns  named  were,  according  to  an 
ofiicial  report,  present  on  the  second  day  of 
the  meeting,  when  the  chain  classification  was 
tentatively  agreed  to.  The  following  concerns 
were  represented  on  the  first  day,  but  not  the 
second: 

Lefevre  Arms  Co.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Durston. 

Joseph  Duckworth,  Springfield,  Mass.,  personally 
present. 

Mr.  England,  of  the  Reading  Screw  Co., 
presided  at  the  meeting  and  A.  R.  Pope  was 
secretary,  both  of  the  gentlemen  readily  filling 
the    requirements    of   their    positions. 

If  the  Indianapolis  Chain  &  Stamping  Co. 
agrees  to  the  prices  submitted,  it  is  not  unlike- 
ly that  those  prices  will  be  adopted  by  the 
concerns  named.  The  Baldwin  Chain  Co.,  of 
Worcester;  Stockton  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Newark; 
Morse  Chain  Co.,  of  Trumansburg,  and  others 
have  not  yet  taken  an  interest  in  the  move- 
ment. 


Will  Mal<e  tlose  and  Tires. 

The  Preston  Hose  &  Tire  Co.  have  been 
organized  at  Portland,  Me.,  with  a  $200,000 
capital,  none  of  which  has  been  paid  in.  The 
company  intends  to  make  several  patterns  of 
tires  and  fire  hose. 


Report    of    the    first    Two    Days    of   the    Annual 

Gathering  of  the  League  Hosts  and 

Their  Guests. 

Boston,  Monday. — Hundreds  have  traveled 
long  distances  to  be  in  Boston  this  week. 
Several  thousands  have  gone  to  Beantown, 
in  jest,  the  "Hub  of  the  Universe,"  and  genu- 
inely the  home  of  American  cycling. 

Next  week  The  Wheel  will  tell  what  man- 
ner of  success  this  twentieth  annual  national 
meet  of  the  League  of  American  Wheelmen 
has  been.  This  week — as  the  meet  opened 
Monday  afternoon — there  is  little  to  say  that 
would  be  interesting  generally. 

The  ofiicial  opening  of  headquarters  at  the 
Hotel  Bruns-wick  occurred  at  4  p.  m.  Monday, 
with  Chief  Consul  Elliott,  National  Secretary 
Bassett  and  others  in  charge.  In  the  even- 
ing there  were  two  moonlight  runs — runs  will 
be  very  prominent  in  this  meet — and  a  park 
concert. 

Chief  Consul  Van  Valkenburgh,  of  Wiscon- 
sin, promptly  opened  the  "Milwaukee  in 
1900"  propaganda.  Among  his  co-workers 
during  the  week  will  be  A.  D.  Meiselbach,  of 
unique  fame  as  a  cycle  builder. 

Denver  has  a  -delegation  present.  T.  R. 
Crump,  of  'Mexico,  arrived.  So  did  Orator 
Sams,  of  the  Maryland  Division.  iChairinan 
Gerlach  of  the  Racing  Board  came  on  from 
Montreal,  as  did  various  racing  men.  One  of 
the  speedy  ones  is  N.  E.  George,  of  South 
Africa. 

With  races,  twenty-five  road  runs  through 
the  historic  environs  of  eastern  .Massachusetts, 
concerts  and  club  hospitality,  the  week  will 
be  full  of  decorous  joy. 

To-night  a  banquet  was  given  to  the  press 
at  the  Revere  House.  Sterling  Elliott  pre- 
sided. The  proportion  of  press  men  was  slim 
to  medium.  Albert  Mott  was  there.  So  was 
his  successor,  Gerlach.  So  was  Spooner. 
There  were  others.  There  was  a  good  |eed 
and  a  good  time  generally. 

Tuesday — Five  runs  to-day.  The  first  at 
G  a.  m.  to  Marine  Park,  South  Boston,  for  a 
view  of  the  harbor,  forts,  etc.,  and  a  salt  water 
dip  before  'breakfast.  The  latest  at  7  p.  m., 
to  Harvard  College,  Longfellow's  home,  etc. 
Perhaps  not  many  of  the  visiting  riders — or 
the  resident  ones,  for  that  matter — rememter 
that  in  the  very  early  days,  before  bicycles  had 
pedals — when  they  were  called  draisines  or 
hobby-horses — the  low  Harvard  bridge  over 
the  Charles  River  swarmed  with  college  stu- 
dents, making  their  way  hither  and  yon,  while 
astraddle  of  the  awkward  machines  which 
could  only  be  propelled  by  pawing  the  road- 
way with  the  feet. 

Some  of  the  westerners  made  the  acquaint- 
ance of  the  "shore  dinner"  to-day,  at  Nan- 
tasket  Beach.  It  was  the  mid-day  feature  oi 
the  run  starting  at  9  a.  m. — an  all-day  forty- 
mile  trip  through  scenes  which  hark  back  to 
early  American  history. 

To-night,  a  canoe  carnival  on  the  Charles 
River.  In  the  corridors  of  the  headquarters 
hotel,  the  usual  display  of  fraternal  ism. 

A  small  clasp-pin  of  gold,  from  which  de- 
pends a  filled  bean-pot,  is  the  meet  souvenir. 

There  was  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  L.  A.  W.  to-day.  President 
Keenan  showed  cablegrams  telling  of  a  recip- 
rocal arrangement  with  -the  Cyclists'  Touring 
Club,  of  England,  by  which  L.  A.  W.  mem- 


bers will  avoid  paying  duty  on  taking  their 
wheels  into  European  countries,  as  well  as  re- 
ceive hotel  reductions,  etc. 

Complaint  having  been  made  by  New 
York  Division  members  that  the  change  of 
the  "Bulletin"  from  a  weekly  to  a  monthly 
was  a  violation  of  contract,  that  matter  was 
discussed.  Publisher  Elliott  spoke.  Action 
was  deferred  to  the  ne.xt  meeting. 

So  far,  about  two  thousand  visitors  have 
registered.  Their  addresses  are  placed  on 
cards,  which  are  filed  alphabetically  for  ready 
reference. 

The  souvenir  programme  is  interestingly 
prepared,  and  contains  an  unusual  number  of 
advertisements. 

It  was  wicked,  of  course,  but  there  were  no 
L.  A.  W.  races  to-day,  and  a  large  crowd 
went  to  the  N.  >C.  A.  races  at  Waltham. 


WILL  BE  HEARD  FROM. 


Charles    n.    Sieg    with    F.    W.    Morgan    Will 

Make    a    New    Trade    Combination 

of    Great    Strength. 

The  Charles  -H.  Sieg  Mfg.  Co.  have  taken 
a  new  and  firmer  grip  upon  the  trade  through 
adding  a  very  live  factor  to  the  concern's  per- 
sonnel in  F.  W.  Morgan,  of  Morgan  & 
Wright. 

It  would  be  hard  to  find  anyone  in  the  cycle 
business  unacquainted  with  the  record  of  F. 
W.  Morgan.  His  name  would  stand  for  a  very 
great  deal  with  any  concern  with  which  he 
might  become  associated,  standing,  as  he  does, 
for  the  very  highest  class  of  thinking  business 
man. 

As  an  organizer,  systematizcr  and  prophet 
on  the  always  interesting  "future,"  Mr.  Morgan 
has  proved  himself  the  leader  of  the  line  of 
business  in  which  he  has  been  engaged. 

Mr.  Morgan  has  acquired  a  controlling  in- 
terest in  the  -Sieg  concern.  Despite  many 
silly  rumors,  press-inspired  and  otherwise, 
it  is  safe  to  say  this  interest  Iras  no  particular 
significance  apart  from  the  desire  of  Mr.  Mor- 
gan to  make  a  good  investment.  It  is  purely 
a  personal  move  of  Mr.  Morgan's,  Morgan 
&  Wright  being  in  no  way  involved.  There 
will  be  no  radical  change  in  the  Sieg  business. 
Mr.  Sieg  will  continue  in  the  acting  manage- 
ment, as  heretofore,  and  the  concern's  trade 
will  be  sought  along  the  same  general  lines. 
Ill  the  past  it  has  been  principally  with  the 
jobber.  Windsor  wheels  will  continue  to  be 
made. 

Of  special  importance  is  the  extreme  likeli- 
hood that  the  Sieg  Company  will  make  cycle 
parts  to  sell  as  well  as  for  its  own  use,  and 
the  absolute  certainty  that  the  concern  will 
enter  actively  into  the  automobile  construc- 
tion, a  considerable  order  for  motor  vehicle 
machinery  having  already  been  placed  by  the 
Sieg  people.  The  Sieg  plant  at  Kenosha, 
Wis.,  was  built  specially  for  cycle  manufac- 
ture, and  is  e.xtremely  well-equipped  and  has 
a  capacity  probably  of  forty  to  fifty  thousand 
v.-heels  per  annum. 


Straws  and  the  Wind. 

Toledo,  Aug.  1(). — It  is  reported  here  that 
■the  Viking  and  Colton  plants  are  to  be  closed 
down  this  month,  though  no  order  has  been 
issued  to  that  efTect.  Those  in  authority  are 
evidently  expecting  some  move  on  the  part 
oi  the  A.  B.  C.  within  the  nex-t  few  days. 
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A.    B.    C.    IS    OFFICERED. 


A.  G.  Spalding  Will  Be  President,  George  Pope,  Vice-President — Meeting  Thursday  or  Friday- 

The  Probable  Directors  and  Policy. 


The  American  Bicycle  Co.  is  about  to  fly  all 
her  sails  and  set  sail  for  Port  Success.  Since 
the  keel  of  the  A.  B.  C.  was  laid  some  months 
since  by  Master-builder  Spalding  there  have 
been  many  set-backs.  Even  after  she  was  sent 
off  the  ways  the  storm  winds  blew.  Once  she 
keeled  away  over,  her  hold  filled  up  and  it 
looked  'like  Davy  Jones.  However,  expert 
seamans'hip  saved  the   day. 

And  even  after  the  experts  declared  the  boat 
perfect  in  every  particular  there  was  the  diffi- 
culty of  selecting  a  crew.  After  much  sifting, 
the  officers  have  been  named  and  a  crew  of 


competent   blue-jackets   has   been    eclectically 
picked  out  to  man  the  new  boat. 

Dropping  the  salt-water  simile,  it  may  be 
said  that,  after  much  confabulation,  the  officers 
and  directors  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co. 
have  been  selected  and  a  Board  of  Director.; 
agreed  upon.  It  is  certain  that  A.  G.  Spalding 
will  be  President  and  that  Col.  George  Pope 
will  be  Vice-President.  It  is  probable  that  the 
directors  will  be  formally  elected  on  Thurs- 
day or  Friday  of  this  week,  that  they  will  im- 
mediately elect  officers  and  that  the  American 
Bicycle  Co.  will  be  formally  launched.     This 


does  not  mean  that  there  will  be  a  meeting  of 
general  stockholders — nor  does  it  mean  that 
the  stock  will  be  listed  on  the  markets.  The 
company  will  be  launched  quietly  and  on  bus- 
iness-like lines  and  in  the  proper  form. 

Among  the  directors  the  following  names 
will  probably  figure:  R.  L.  Coleman,  R.  P. 
Gormull)',  J.  E.  Bromley,  R.  S.  Crawford,  A. 
L.  More,  Arthur  L.  Garford,  H.  A.  Lozier 
and  J.  W.  Kiser. 

The  policy  of  the  company  will  be  largely 
in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
whereupon  R.  L.  Coleman  will  serve. 


CIRCLING  FRANCE. 


Something    of    the    Famous    Race    Around    the 

French    Borders— Taylore    Shows 

Form. 

Paris,  July  25. — The  final  stage  in  the  auto- 
mobile race  round  France  ended  at  St.  Ger- 
main yesterday.  An  immense  amount  of  en- 
thusiasm 'has  been  shown  in  cycling  and  auto- 
car centres  in  the  different  stages  of  this  un- 
usual race. 

By  3  o'clock  upwards  of  three  thousand 
people  had  assembled  near  the  Porte  de 
Mantes,  at  St.  Germain,  to  witness  the  racers' 
arrival.  Bicycles,  automobiles  and  carriages 
of  every  description  continually  'brought  new 
comers  to  add  to  the  throng,  and  the  excite- 
ment was  intense.  Everyone  interested  pro- 
fessionally or  otherwise  in  the  progress  of 
automobilism,  as  well  as  any  number  of  the 
aristocracy,  was  present. 

On  account  of  the  excitement  that  pre- 
vailed, the  road  being  lined  with  numerous 
vehicles,  iM.  Paul  Meyan,  who  had  charge  of 
the  arrangements,  was  obliged  to  send  on  a 
man  with  a  yellow  fiag — signal  for  slacken- 
ing speed — some  500  yards  before  the  finish 
line  was  reached.  Much  amusement  was 
caused  iby  an  incident  which  occurred  during 
the  anxious  moments  preceding  the  arrival  of 
the  leading  vehicle.  A  signal  was  sent  that  an 
automoibile  was  in  sight,  and  everybody  eager- 
ly scanned  the  horizon,  speculating  who  the 
driver  on  this  the  final  stage  (from  iCabourg- 
Dives  to  St.  Germain,  a  distance  of  192  kilo- 
meters) might  be.  Friendly  bets  were  made, 
which  had  eventually  to  be  declared  off,  for 
as  the  vehicle  came  nearer,  it  became  evident 
that  there  was  something  erratic  about  the 
construction  of  the  car.  The  motive  power 
turned  out  to  be  possessed  of  four  legs  and 
two  long  ears,  the  owner  of  which  trudged 
stolidly  along,  heedless  of  the  fact  that  it  was 
the  cynosure  of  all  eyes,  and  Cjuite  free  from 
any   idea  of  pacemaking. 

At  a  quarter  past  4  o'clock  M.  Reve  de 
Knyff  pulled  up  opposite  the  judges'  auto- 
car, amid  the  cheers  of  the  assembled  multi- 
tudes, and  was  declared  the  winner.  He 
showed  no  signs  of  fatigue,  and  quietly  dis- 
mounting signed  the  register.  M.  Girardot, 
who  arrived  five  minutes  later,  had  an  anx- 


ious time  to  wait.  He  was  twenty-seven  min- 
utes behind  M.  Ohasseloup-Laubat  on  the  pre- 
vious day,  and  until  that  time  had  expired,  he 
could  not  tell  whether  his  place  was  to  be 
second  or  third.  However,  the  count  did 
not  put  in  an  appearance  until  thirty-four 
minutes  had  expired,  thus  losing  second  place 
by  the  narrow  margin  of  seven  minutes. 

M.  de  Knyff,  on  being  interviewed,  said: 
"As  for  the  result  of  the  race  for  automobil- 
ism in  general,  I  consider  it  excellent.  Speed 
is  the  best  criterion  of  the  value  of  a  car- 
riage." He  accomplished  the  final  192  kil- 
ometers in  193  minutes! 

The  whole  distance,  2,291  kilometers  (1,434 
miles)  was  accomplished  by  the  winner  in 
44  hours  48  minutes  26  1-5  seconds,  represent- 
ing the.  formidable  average  of  51  kilometers 
300  metres  an  hour  (36  miles  an  hour). 

The  following  are  the  winners  in  the  gen- 
eral classing: 

AUTOGARRIAGES. 

H.  M.  S. 

1— R.  de  Knyff  (16  h.  p.) 44        43        26 

2— Girardot  (12  h.  p.) 49        36        37 

3— Chasseloup-Laubat   (12  h.   p.) 49        43        36 

MOTOCYCLES. 

H,  M.  S. 

1— Teste  50        BS        22 

2— Tart  51        OO        51 

VOITURETTES. 

H.  M.  S. 

1— Gabriel  65        34        00 

2— Thery 76        23        00 

It  may  be  noted  that  all  the  winning  auto- 
cars are  from  the  well-known  works  of  Pan- 
hard  &  Levassor,  once  more  demonstrating 
the  value   of  French   manufacture. 

Before  retiring,  after  the  arrival  of  the  last 
voiturette,  M.  de  Lucenski  offered  M.  de 
Knyfif  a  superb  pin,  on  which  were  engraved 
the  words,  "A  mon  ami  R.  de  Knyff  pour  son 
acte  genereux  du  19  Juillet  dans  le  Tour  de 
France;"  this  having  reference  to  the  fact 
that  M.  de  Knyf¥,  during  last  Wednesday's 
race,  halted  his  carriage  to  help  Williams, 
who  was  seriously  hurt. 

This  is  the  end  of  the  monster  race  organ- 
ized by  the  ''Matin."  No  serious  accident  has 
to  be  recorded,  and  in  spite  o'f  the  long  and 
fatiguing  courses,  all  those  who  accomplished 
the  whole  distance  are  well  content  with  their 
unique  experience,  which  will  doubtless  be 
renewed  from  time  to  time  as  automobilism 
in  this  its  home  makes  the  rapid  strides  in 
further  development  of  which  we  can  now 
only  see  the  commencements. 


The  100  kilometer  championship  of  France, 
the  fifteenth,  was  on  Sunday  run  at  the  Pare 
de  Princes,  in  the  remarkable  time  of  1  hour 
59  minutes  58^  seconds,  which,  though  not  a 
record,  is  by  far  the  best  time  yet  Sihown  in 
the  championship  race. 

Taylore,  the  new  champion,  has  thus  at- 
tained to  the  height  of  his  ambition;  in  fact, 
whatever  future  victories  he  may  carry  off, 
none  will  be  more  glorious  and  brilliant  than 
this  of  last  Sunday. 

Taylore  proved  himself  from  the  very  com- 
mencement the  best  runner,  easily  running 
away  from  Bonhours,  the  winner  of  the  cham- 
pionship during  the  two  past  years,  and  de- 
feating him  by  four  laps.  All  the  same,  Bon- 
hours holds  the  record  for  the  distance,  hav- 
ing previously  accomplished  the  100  kilo- 
meters (62-J  miles)  in  1  hour  54  minutes  35 
seconds.  Bauge,  who  won  the  championship 
in  '96,  was  third,  and  Lesna,  the  champion  of 
'95,  was  fifth. 


And  Munchausen  is  Dead. 

The  following  press  dispatch  under  a  Mun- 
cie,  Ind.,  date  line  needs  no  comment  unless 
an  over-inquisitive  doubting  Thomas  might 
ask  what  make  of  tire  this  was:  "Emile  Swar- 
beau  was  riding  a  bicycle  on  the  street  this 
morning,  when  the  pneumatic  tire  in  the  rear 
wheel  exploded,  throwing  the  rider  several 
feet  in  the  air.  He  was  dashed  to.  the  side- 
walk and  rendered  unconscious.  A  physician 
was  summoned,  and  the  rider  was  found  to  be 
in  a  dying  condition.  The  report  of  the  ex- 
plosion was  heard  for  a  great  distance." 


Without  Any  Bonus. 

The  Fostoria,  Ohio,  board  of  trade  claims 
that  it  has  an  opportunity  to  secure  a  large 
manufacturing  concern,  now  doing  business 
in  Michigan,  which  is  compelled  to  change  its 
quarters  because  of  its  present  crowded  con- 
dition. Their  line  consists  of  bicycles,  har- 
rows, wind  pumps,  etc.,  and  they  ask  no 
bonus. 


Kensington  to  Automobile. 

The  Kensington  Bicycle  Mfg.  Co.  has  per- 
fected an  automobile,  and  is  about  to  place 
it  on  the  market.  The  new  vehicle  is  of  the 
Stanhope  pattern,  and  electricity  is  the  mo- 
tive power. 
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'*San  Francisco,  Cal.,  June  8,  J 899. 
''Mr.  L.  T.  Wilmarth,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 

"Dear  Sir:  I  have  just  finished  J>400  miles  on  my  Chainless 
Clipper,  and  in  that  time  have  had  not  the  first  thing  go  wrong; 
never  even  oiled  the  Bevel  Gear.  For  a  road  wheel  it  can't  possi- 
bly be  beaten,  for  I  gave  it  a  good  test,  crossing  in  my  ride  four 
mountains, 

**The  Clipper  chain  wheel  I  thought  hard  to  improve,  but, 
like  all  chain  wheels,  road  riding  gave  me  much  trouble  as  to  keeping  chain  in  good  order.  I 
wouldn't  trade  back  for  two  chain  wheels.  To  say  I  am  well  pleased  does  not  express  it,  and  I 
shall  stay  by  the  Chainless. 

^'Coming   up   along   the   coast  for  six  hundred  miles  I  met  many  of  the  agents,  and  think 
you  have  an  elegant  outlook  for  a  good  trade. 

"Very  truly  yours, 
(Signed),  P.   C.   BEAMER." 


Mr.  Beamer  has  toured  over  a  good  share  of  the  New  World.  For  years  he  rode  a  Clipper  Chain  wheel. 
He  was  afraid  to  try  the  geared  Clipper  but  finally  consented  to  do  so  with  the  above  results.  Again  we  say, 
the  Clipper  bevel-"geared  Chainless  is  the  best  bicycle  we  have  yet  made. 

Grand  Rapids  Cycle  Co., 

CLIPPER  PEOPLE, 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 


No.  N.  188. 


Kindly   mention   The  Wheel. 
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You  Want  a  FREE  WHEEL 


and 


You  Want  the  MORROW. 


THE   ORIGINAL   AND 
ONLY    RELIABLE 

Automatic  Coaster  and  Brake 

It  costs  $7*50 

and  is  worth  it* 


Others  are  Cheaper. 
Ours  are  not  cheap,  but  they  are  RELIABLE. 


ECLIPSE  BICYCLE  CO.,    -    -    -    ELMIRA,  N.  Y. 

Kindly  mention   The   Wheel. 
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Note  that  his  company  is  entitled  a  vehicle  company,  the 
word  "vehicle"  being  used  in  its  broadest  sense,  and  covering 
a  wide  field.  It  seems  to  us  that  the  Hearsey  Company  have 
included  in  their  style  and  title  a  sort  of  prophetic  glimpse  of 
vehicle-marketing  of  the  future.  The  small,  one-horse  bicycle 
agent,  the  man  without  either  talent  or  capital,  will  hardly 
survive  except  at  the  crossroads. 

The  bicycle  dealer  of  the  future  must  include  the  present 
type  of  bicycle  or  its  successor,  and  he  must  also  be  able  to 
take  care  of  the  wave  of  autocycleism  which  is  just  about 
shoulder  high  and  ready  to  overflow.  If  he  is  to  be  a  big 
agent,  he  must  also  go  into  the  automobile  and  carriage  trade. 

It  would  seem  that  the  vehicle  merchant  of  the  future  must 
be  a  merchant  with  capital,  and  with  enough  market  room 
to  handsomely  display  the  lines  indicated  above. 


ADVERTISING— The  Wheel,  the  pioneer  of  cycling  trade  journals,  has  the 
largest  and  broadest  general  circulation  among  cycle  riders,  the  cycle  trade  and 
kindred  trades.  Advertising  rates  on  application.  Advertisers  are  notified  that 
change  of  advertisements  is  not  guaranteed  unless  copy  is  received  by  Satur- 
day morning. 
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The  Crawford  Mfg.  Co.,  we  know  on  authority,  are  shipping 
from  their  New  York  office,  and  probably  from  their  other 
offices,  a  large  number  of  wheels  per  day— a  surprisingly  large 
number  for  this  time  of  the  year.  The  Crawford  Mfg.  Co.  are 
consistent  advertisers.  They  particularly  believe  in  publicity 
in  what  is  called  the  "off"  season.  They  are  judicious  users 
of  printers'  ink,  and  they  get  their  reward. 

A  trade  paper  is  the  very  first  medium  an  advertiser  whose 

goods  are  sold  through  dealers  should  consider.     From  the 

trade  paper  the  dealer  gleans  his  knowledge  of  the  trade,  its 

progress  and  changes.     The  day  the  paper  comes  marks  an 

epoch  in  his  week's  history.    In  leisure  hours,  probably  in  his 

den  at  home,  he  reads  his  trade  paper  carefully. 

Hawkins. 


Action,  early  action,  aggressive  action,  is  the  slogan  motto 
of  the  George  'N.  Pierce  Co.  See  their  page  in  this  issue. 
They  believe  in  talking  straight  at  the  bicycle  rider  and  the 
bicycle  agent.    They  are  a  success. 


^•■•••••■' 


..••.••.•.•••^ 


PROPER  STYLE  AND  TITLE. 


THE  clever  man  is  always  up  to  date.  The  ultra-clever 
man,  the  shrewd  man,  is  up  to  date  and  just  a  little 
ahead.  In  this  ultra-shrewd  class  we  would  place  the  H.  T. 
Hearsey  Vehicle  Co.  This  is  a  recently  organized  Indian- 
apolis concern,  and,  according  to  their  style  and  title,  they 
intend  to  handle  "carriages,  automobiles,  bicycles  and  sup- 

phes." 

H.  T.  Hearsey  has  had  a  long  tutelage  in  the  bicycle  trade, 
extending  back  to  the  very  earliest  days.  As  an  agent  he 
held  on  and  kept  at  it  season  after  season,  extending  his  busi- 
ness, and  accumulating  enough  money  to  have  his  name  fig- 
ure on  the  real  estate  tax  rolls  of  Indianapolis.  He  apparently 
never  lost  heart  in  the  future  of  the  bicycle  business.  He  is 
only  now  stepping  into  the  broader  field. 


CLEARED  Of  THE  CHARGE. 


THE  chainless  type  was  quietly  and  inofifensively 
on  the  market  for  several  seasons  before  the  Pope 
Mfg.  Co.  took  it  up.  x^fter  a  year  of  costly  and  searching 
experiment  they  turned  out  an  improved  chainless,  hall- 
marked it  as  the  future  type  of  bicycle,  listed  it  at  |125  and 

waited. 

The  public,  despite  the  reputation  of  the  Pope  Company, 
did  not  rush  peU-mell  after  the  new  model.  It  may  have 
been  the  price,  it  may  have  been  the  first  early  imperfections 
which  are  bound  to  exist.  At  any  rate,  the  chainless  set  no 
stream  on  fire.  So  the  Pope  and  other  companies  went 
back  to  the  good,  old  pioneer  way  of  proving  things  about  the 

new  bicycle. 

Among  the  charges  brought  against  the  chainless  type  was 
that  speed  could  not  be  gotten  out  of  it.  The  performance 
of  McDufifee  on  a  Columbia  chainless  and  the  performances 
of  Taylor  on  a  Stearns  bicycle  fitted  with  the  Sager  gear 
effectually  dispose  of  the  no-speed  theory.  This  sort  of 
work  is  most  valuable  pioneer  work  and  it  should  be  appre- 
ciated by  the  trade  and  by  the  rider.  It  seems  that  the  rider 
is  to  be  taught,  through  these  wonderful  speed  trials,  and 
through  road  and  path  victories,  that  the  chainless  bicycle  is 
a  much  better  machine,  is  a  much  more  admirable  animal 
than  he  at  present  thinks  it. 

What  the  trade  needs  is  revitalization  through  an  entirely 
new  type  of  bicycle.  As  this  type,  however,  seems  improbable 
and  remote,  any  missionary  work  which  will  introduce  an 
improved  bicycle  cannot  be  too  warmly  recommended. 


THE  A.  B.  C.  AND  OTHERS. 


NECESSARILY  the  American  bicycle-making  trade 
must,  in  the  future,  consist  of  the  American  Bicycle 
Co.— and  Others,  and  by  the  laws  of  trade  and  the  doctrine 
of  self-preservation  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the  Others, 
each  one  of  them,  to  put  his  best  foot  forward. 
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In  this  necessary  commercial  warfare,  which,  let  us  hope, 
will  be  conducted  on  humane  principles,  there  will  be  much 
ammunition  spent  on  both  sides.  Already  the  first  guns  have 
sounded.     The  campaign  will  be  interesting. 

This  week  the  George  N.  Pierce  Company  deliver  a  neat 
and  telling  charge  in  the  form  of  a  manifesto  to  those  "whom 
it  may  concern."  It  is  thoughful,  self-centered  and  dignified. 
It  is  a  pleasure  to  print  it. 


ENTHISIASM  A  BIG  TACTOR. 


SIGNS  are  not  lacking  that  cycling,  as  a  recreation,  has 
settled  down  into  a  steady  jog.  There  is  no  mining  town 
boom  on,  but  there  is  consistent  and  well-grounded  enthus- 
iasm. This  enthusiasm  could  be  perpetuated  and  kindled 
to  an  even  brighter  flame  if  the  trade  tore  a  few  leaves  out  of 
its  ledgers  of  ten  years  ago.  We  have  seen  a  rider  at  a  League 
meet  of  ye  olde  time  go  into  a  bicycle  agency  and  sell  Star 
bicycles  all  day — simply  because  he  loved  the  machine.  He 
had  enthusiasm  enough  to  equip  a  salvation  army. 

The  trade  itself  has  need  of  enthusiasm.  The  cycle  trade 
is  not  a  dry-as-dust  business.  The  maker  and  the  seller  of 
cycles  should  support  any  phase  of  cycle  life,  as  clubs,  road 
races,  runs  and  race  meets,  which  tends  to  promote  cycle  use. 


THINGS  move  in  circles.  Man  aims  high  but  the  law 
of  gravity  weights  his  arrow  with  lead  and  no  sky  is 
pierced.  Ten  years  ago  the  cycle  papers,  many  of  them,  were 
distinctly  marked  with  personal  puerility.  After  a  season 
of  sobriety  they  seem,  some  of  them,  to  have  swung  back  to 
the  original  kindergarten  condition.  Give  a  man  a  pen  and 
an  ink-pot  and  hire  him  as  a  cycle  writer  and,  instanter,  he 
fancies  himself  a  composite  of  Stevenson  and  Labouchere. 
We  have  seen  many  of  that  brand  pass. 

*     *     * 

CYCLE  trade  folks  who  are  behind  the  scenes  and  who 
see  that  that  sturdy  oak  needs  a  new  coat  of  paint 
know  J.  Elmer  Pratt.  Hence,  when  he  speaks  about  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.,  as  he  does  through  this  paper,  they 
know  that  a  cycle-trade  brain  is  thinking,  and  they  will  not 
fail  to  closely  scan  the  views  of  the  Grand  Rapids  man. 


PRESIDENT  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.,  forty  mil- 
lions of  capital,  a  Goliath-like  amalgamation,  with 
great  probabilities  for  failure  or  success!  Who  will  command 
the  ship,  who  will  wear  the  title?  That's  the  query  these  dog 
davs. 


THE  A.  B.  C.  has  only  just  started  on  the  journey  of 
organization.  It  is  a  rocky  road  to  travel,  but  the  thing 
to  do  is  to  hang  on,  grin  and  bear  the  jolts,  and  work  for 
the  common  good.  There  will  be  smoother  traveling  by  and 
bv. 


BY  a  curious  series  of  events,  including  virtual  ostracism 
by  former  competitors  because,  of  his  color,  Major 
Taylor,  a  negro,  is  to-day  the  professional  mile  champion 
of  the  world.     His  persecutors  played  their  cards  badly. 

*  *     * 

TO   perfect   organization   and   reduce   competition   by   the 
process  of  assimilation  is  good  to  a  certain  point.     But 
we  all  know  what  happened  to  the  frog  that  swallowed  too 

many  shot. 

*  *     * 

ABOUT  this  time  look  for  a  big  boom  in  the  slate-making 
trade.   We  are  authoritatively  informed  that  some  of  the 
best  in  the  business  have  started  up. 

*  *     « 

ONCE  more  the  good,  old,  much-misunderstood  League 
of  American  Wheelmen  holds  her  annual  celebration. 
Long  may  she  wave! 

THE  rumors  that  fioat  from  a  bicycle  combine  are  to  the 
space-rate  newspaper  man  what  ^^'all  street  wabbles  are 
to  a  stock  broker. 


o 


N  a  certain  pair  of  hubs  turned  out  by  a  parts  concern, 
the  price  of  the  raw  material  is  fifteen  cents  above  last 


vear's   figure. 


PERTAINING  TO  PIBLICITY. 

A  trade  journal  with  a  thousand  subscribers  often  has  a  greater 
number  of  readers  of  the  sort  the  advertiser  wishes  to  appeal  to  than 
the  daily  paper  circulating  a  hundred  thousand  copies. — "Printers' 
Ink." 


Don't  be  stiff-necked  in  your  trade-paper  advertising  talk. 
The  more  cordial  you  are,  the  nearer  you  can  get  to  the 
level  of  the  reader's  understanding,  the  fewer  technical  terms 
you  use,  the  stronger  will  be  the  impression. 

The  report  of  the  Treasury  Bureau  of  Statistics  for  June 
shows  a  gain  of  $2,918,000  in  imports  classified  as  "articles 
of  voluntary  use,  luxuries,  etc.,"  and  $4,272,000  in  articles  of 
food. 

This  import  increase  on  other  than  necessities  is  encourag- 
ing, and  it  shows  that  our  people  have  plenty  of  money. 
And  when  money  is  freest,  advertising  pays  the  best.  The 
man  who  advertises  largely  the  coming  year  is  going  to  win 
unusually  large  returns. 

The  bicycle  maker  who  advertises  continuously  has  a  foil 
against  failure.  Good  advertising  will  create  a  reputation  and 
trade  that  will  weather  depressed  business  conditions  and  ofT 
seasons.  And  the  trade  paper  is  of  first  importance  on  the  list 
of  mediums  he  should  use. 

A  trade  paper  like  The  Wheel  understands  the  problems 
of  the  retailer:  it  offers  suggestions  for  their  solution;  in  this 
way  it  wins  the  confidence  of  the  retailer  and  gives  him  faith 
in  its  columns  for  all  time  to  come.  That  is  the  main  reason 
why  the  trade  paper  is  valuable  to  the  advertiser — it  puts  him 
in  closer  connection  with  the  retailers  of  his  trade  than  he 
could  ever  hope  to  reach  through  the  divers  and  sundry 
other  methods  of  advertising  extant. 

Our  success  in  the  late  war  has  compelled  foreign  nations 
to  pay  some  attention  to  us  and  respect  us.  It  has  opened 
up  the  foreign  field  for  our  trade  in  such  proportions  as  were 
never  dreamed  of  before.  Cultivate  the  foreign  field,  Mr. 
Bicycle  Maker,  and  do  it  through  advertising  in  a  good  cycle 
paper. 


ig'.»..»"«"»"»"»-»- 
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CONTEMPT  Of  COIRT. 

Judge    Wheeler     Makes    That     the    Verdict 

in    Strongly    Contested    Bell 

Suit. 

Judge  George  W.  Wheeler,  in  the  Superior 
Court,  at  Hartford,  has  rendered  a  decision 
in  the  case  of  the  New  Departure  Bell  Co. 
against  N.  H.  Hill.  In  paragraph  31  thereof 
it  is  stated  that  judgment  may  be  entered  that 
the  defendant  pay  a  fine  of  $200  and  expenses 
of  the  proceedings,  amounting  to  $150,  to- 
gether with  costs,  and  stand  committed  until 
payment  thereof.  Judge  Wheeler  does  not 
include  in  the  above  any  part  of  the  profit 
to  Hill  of  the  sale  of  222  dozen  bicycle  bells 
which  were  subjects  of  litigation. 

The  parties  at  issue  made  bicycle  bells  and 
the  plaintiff  claimed  that  Hill  copied  the  mech- 
anism and  dress  of  his  bell,  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  large  profits  which  the  plaintiff  ex- 
pected from  the  sale  of  his  bell.  Suit  was 
brought  and  on  May  25  a  stipulation  was  en- 
tered into  by  which  judgment  might  be  en- 
tered May  29  and  plaintiff  should  waive  dam- 
ages provided  Hill  discontinued  selling  the 
imitation  bell. 

May  27  Hill  delivered  to  a  customer  a  half- 
gross  of  his  bells,  the  sale  having  been  made 
the  week  before.  He  said  that  he  understood 
that  he  had  until  the  29th  to  dispose  of  bells 
on  hand.  In  the  meantime,  on  the  26th,  judg- 
ment was  entered  up  and  Hill  was  informed 
to  that  effect,  and  his  claim  that  he  had  until 
the  29th  to  dispose  of  the  bells  is  not  accepted. 

The  defendant  proceeded  to  sell  certain  bells 
and  up  to  June  7  had  sold  111  dozens.  In 
Judge  Wheeler's  opinion  Hill  decided  to  sell 
a  bell  as  nearly  like  the  plaintiff's  as  possible 
without  violating  the  judgment.  He  contin- 
ued its  sale  until  service  of  a  complaint,  and 
between  May  26  and  June  15  he  sold  222 
dozens.  The  ordinary  purchaser  would  mis- 
take Hill's  bell  for  the  plaintiff's  unless  they 
were  placed  together.  In  paragraph  26  Judge 
Wheeler  writes:  "The  defendant's  bell  is  a 
colorable  imitation  of  plaintiff's  bell,  and  de- 
fendant's conduct  throughout  has  been  unfair 
to  plaintiff's  trade."  In  paragraph  30  he 
writes: 

"The  defendant  has  been  guilty  of  contempt 
of  court,  of  which  he  has  not  purged  himself, 
in  violating  said  judgment  by  making  and 
vending  the  said  infringing  bell  in  colorable 
imitation  of  plaintiff's  bell,  exhibit  A,  and  in 
a  dress  upon  defendant's  bell  so  similar  to 
plaintiff's  bell  that  the  ordinary  purchasing 
public  would  be  misled  into  purchasing  one 
bell  for  the  other." 

'In  case  of  appeal  execution  may  be  stayed 
in  accordance  with  the  law. 


PIERCE  POLICY,  1900. 


Copy  of    a    Circular    Issued    by    Them    to    Their 

Agents. 

The  George  N.  Pierce  Co.,  a  strong  con- 
cern, with  a  cycle-making  reputation  which  is 
daily  expanding,  are  early  in  the  field  with  a 
public  announcement  of  what's  what,  so  far  as 
they  are  concerned.     They  say: 

We  have  received  many  inquiries  from  the  trade  in 
regard  to  our  relation  to  tlie  "ibicycle  trust"  lately 
organized  by  some  of  the  imanufaoturers.  We  desire 
to  inform  you  that  iwe  have  no  interest  whatever  in 
the  same.  We  are  prepared  to  take  care  of  our  cus- 
tomers in  the  future  just  as  carefulily  as  in  the  past, 
with  as  strictly  high-grade  "tried  and  true"  cycles 
as  can  possibly  be  produced  by  any  class  or  "combi- 


nation" of  imakers.  We  have  an  abundance  of  capital 
to  conduct  our  business,  just  as  competent  mechanics 
and  as  fine  machinery  to  make  our  parts  and  bearings 
as  can  be  found  in  this  country. 

We  promise  you  the  best  of  care  for  1900,  and  can 
furnish  you  bicycles  at  a  price  that  will  enable  you 
to  successfully  compete  with  any  line  of  aiu  equal 
quality  that  will  be  offered  by  any  trust.  We  hope 
to  continue  the  pleasant  business  relations  of  the 
past.  We  desire  to  serve  you,  and  our  more  than 
30  years  of  experience  in  the  manufacturing  business 
will  be  placed  at  your  coimmands.  We  do  not  want 
you  to  'be  'bullied  or  touUdozed  into  placing  your 
orders.  Our  assortment  for  190O  is  very  complete— 
they  are  all  winners. 

We  shall  offer  you  a  lull  line  for  men  and  women 
strictly  high  grade,  a  full  line  for  men  and  women 
with  cushion  frame,  the  best  construction  for  a  chain 
wheel,  a  full  line  for  imcn  and  women  in  cushion 
frame  chainiless,  a  new  1900  machine  and  far  in  ad- 
vance of  any  bicycle  ever  made.  We  are  now  ready 
to  allot  territory  for  next  year.  Kindly  let  us  hear 
from  you  as  to  your  wishes  for  agency. 
Respectfully  yours, 

THE  GEORGE  N.  PIERCE  CO. 


Jandorf  Will  Increase  Line  of  Wheels. 

L.  C.  Jandorf  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  em- 
phatically deny  the  report  that  they  are  about 
to  retire  from  the  ibicycle  business.  The 
story  no  doubt  originated  from  the  fact  that 
the  firm  intends  to  close  out  its  retail  and  sun- 
dry .business  this  fall  and  devote  its  energies 
hereafter  to  the  wholesale  and  jobbing  bus- 
iness exclusively.  Mr.  Louis  Jandorf  says 
that  his  firm  will  this  winter  be  in  the  business 
heavier  than  ever,  and  that  be  is  now  clear- 
ing out  his  stock  of  sundries  and  manufac- 
turing departments,  preparatory  to  getting 
in  a  very  much  larger  line  of  wheels. 


YES   AND   NO. 


Tying    New   Knots  in  an  Already  Badly  Snarled-Up 
Legal  Tangle. 

Referee  William  H.  Hotchkiss  has  rendered 
his  decision  in  the  now  celebrated  case  of  the 
Globe  Cycle  Works,  of  Buffalo.  He  rules  that 
the  provisions  of  the  Bankruptcy  law  may  be 
used  as  an  injunction  against  the  operation 
of  the  State  laws;  in  other  words,  that  the 
District  in  Bankruptcy  has  plenary  power  to 
enjoin  all  proceedings  in  a  suit  in  a  State 
court  founded  on  a  debt  to  which  a  discharge 
would  be  a  release.  In  this  instance  the  referee 
also  decided  that  while  the  district  court  in 
bankruptcy  has  the  power  to  enjoin  further 
proceedings,  he  considered  that  the  rights  of 
the  parties  to  the  injunction  would  be  fully 
subserved  by  the  appointment,  as  receiver  of 
Harvey  L.  Brown,  to  act  until  a  trustee  is 
appointed,  who  shall  qualify  at  once  and  in- 
tervene in  the  pending  proceedings  not  later 
than  August  14,  to  which  time  the  case  stands 
adjourned. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  moves 
made  in  an  interesting  case,  because  it  settles 
the  question  how  far  the  Federal  courts  have 
control  over  the  State  courts. 

On  July  24  a  motion  was  made  to  vacate  a 
restraining  order  granted  by  the  District 
Judge  on  June  28,  whereby  the  Excelsior 
Needle  Co.  and  the  Sheriff  of  Erie  County 
were  restrained  from  further  proceedings  in 
the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  a  sheriff's 
execution  in  favor  of  some  fourteen  creditors 
who  had  obtained  judgments  against  the 
Globe  Cycle  Co.  a  year  before. 

On  May  4,  on  instructions  to  levy,  the 
Sheriff  made  a  levy  and  on  June  14  sold  the 
Globe  Cycle  Works  property  to  Emil  Mach- 
wirth,  the  first  judgment  creditor,  for  $4,000, 
which  he  refused  to  pay  subsequently  unless 


the  Sheriff  offset  against  it  the  sum  claimed 
to  be  due  the  purchaser  on  his  judgment. 

To  complicate  this  situation  further,  some 
of  the  smaller  creditors  of  the  concern  filed  a 
petition  in  involuntary  bankruptcy  on  June 
23,  and  the  corporation  was  adjudged  a  bank- 
rupt on  July  29. 

As  to  the  question  whether  or  not  the  Dis- 
trict Court  had  power  to  grant  the  restraining 
order  now  sought  to  be  vacated,  and  whether, 
if  it  had,  the  restraining  order  should  now  be 
vacated.  Referee  Hotchkiss  decides  the  first 
question  affirmatively,  citing  many  cases  in 
support  of  his  decision,  but  holds  that  no 
useful  purpose  could  be  served  by  continuing 
the  injunction,  inasmuch  as  the  State  court  is 
bound  by  the  bankruptcy  law. 


British  Columbia  as  a  Field. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Aug.  10. — ^In  looking 
for  new  markets  for  the  surplus  of  American 
cycle  manufactories,  it  is  well  to  remember 
that  there  are  golden  opportunities  lying  right 
at  our  doors.  One  of  them  is  British  Colum- 
bia, for  which  Vancouver  is  the  principal  inlet. 
It  has  been  suggested  by  the  United  States 
consul  there  that  it  would  be  an  excellent 
move  for  Americans  to  set  up  a  sample  room 
in  Vancouver  similar  to  those  already  set  up 
in  different  countries,  with  more  or  less  meas- 
ure of  success  attending  their  introduction.  If 
different  manufacturers  combine  in  such  mat- 
ters the  individual  expense  is  not  heavy,  and 
the  results  will  redound  to  the  benefit  of  all 
parties  concerned.  Among  the  things  for 
which  there  may  be  found  a  good  market  in 
British  Columbia  at  the  present  time,  the 
consul  says,  are  bicycles  and  bicycle  supplies. 
While  a  very  considerable  portion  of  the  ma- 
chines used  in  British  Columbia  are  already 
imported  from  the  United  States,  it  is  be- 
lieved that  a  much  larger  part  would  be  if 
Am'crican  manufacturers  would  push  their  ma- 
chines in  that  market  with  more  energy  than 
they  do  now. 

NEW  BEARING  COMING. 


Backed  by  Plenty  of  Capital,  the  New  Frictionless 
Will   Be  Pushed. 

In  Buffalo  there  will  shortly  be  started  a 
concern  with  a  $200,000  paid-in  capital  to  man- 
ufacture and  aggressively  push  a  new  .form 
of  'bearing  of  which  its  owner  makes  claims 
that  mean  almost  a  revolution  in  the  question 
of  frictionless  bearings. 

At  this  time  nothing  more  definite  can  be 
said  concerning  the  concern  or  the  bearing, 
further  than  that  the  first  are  wide-awake  peo- 
ple and  the  latter  is  a  decided  improvement 
over  anything  heretofore  attempted  in  the 
roller  bearing  line.  For  more  than  thirty 
months  this  bearing  has  been  tested,  theoret- 
ically and  practically,  only  to  emerge  from 
the  imost  severe  tests  a  proven  success  in 
every  way. 


Against  Shoe's  Complaint. 

Judge  Gray,  of  Philadelphia,  handed  down 
an  opinion  dismissing  the  bill  in  equity 
brought  by  William  W.  Shoe  against  Gimbel 
Bros.  The  bill  asks  that  the  defendants  be 
restrained  from  infringing  on  the  patent  of 
the  complainant  on  improvements  in  bicycle 
saddles.  Judge  Gray  holds  that  the  patent  in 
question  is  invalid,  being  improperly  granted, 
and  tliat  the  device  used  by  the  defendants  is 
different  from  that  on  which  the  complainant 
based  his  complaint. 
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NEARLY    A    MILLION. 


A  Calculation  Ipon  the  Number  of  Acetylene  Gas  Lamps  Already  Sold  in  the  Inited  States,  Based  Ipon 
the  Sale  of  Calcium  Carbide  —  Several  Millions  More  Should  Be  Sold  Quickly  —  More  Interesting  Acetylene 
Talk  for  Wideawake  Business  Men. 


RESUME. 

This  series  of  articles  is  in  no  wise  antagonistic  to 
oil  and  electric  lamps,  but  is  intended  to  be  of  edu- 
cational interest  to  those  who  recognize  the  possi- 
bilities of  acetylene  lamps  but  are  deterred  from  sell- 
ing or  using  them  by  the  restrictions  of  insurance 
companies  and  by  ignorance  of  the  nature  of  calcium 
carbide. 

Previously  The  Wheel  has  shown  that  calcium  car- 
bide is  far  less  dangerous  than  the  ordinary  match,  and 
that  the  restrictive  policy  toward  it  dn  the  East  -by 
insurance  companies  is  incompatible  with  their  liberal 
policy  in  the  West.  Insurance  companies  tried  to 
retard  the  use  of  electric  lights  in  office  buildings. 
They  oppose  every  new  invention  that  in  any  way 
increases  their  risks.  Despite  their  opposition,  acety- 
lene gas,  the  product  of  calcium  carbide,  is  now  com- 
monly used  for  lighting  dwellings  and  streets  in 
many  parts  of  this  country  and  Europe,  and  their 
complete  surrender  in  the  Eastern  States  is  a  matter 
of  time,  controllable  by  the  producers  and  consumers 
of  carbide,  gas  generators  and  gas  lamps.  Acetylene 
gas  lamps  deserve  the  careful  study  and  support  of 
bicycle  agents. 

The  \\'heel  of  July  27  contained  a  number  of  com- 
parisons showing  the  advantages  of  acetylene  in 
lighting  power,  safety,  etc.,  over  other  illuminants. 
There  has  been  much  ignorance  on  this  point. 

In  The  Wheel  of  August  3  the  romantic  history 
of  Cyclist  Willson's  discovery  of  a  commercially  possi- 
ble  method   of  making   calcium    carbide   was   stated. 

In  The  Wheel  of  August  10  the  scientifically 
proper  application  of  water  to  carbide,  to  generate 
gas   quickly   and   without   wasteful  heat,  was  shown. 

It  is  the  intention,  this  week  and  later,  to  print 
interesting,  educative  matter  on  the  subject,  and  to 
describe  each  week  one  acetylene  lamp. 

SUPPLY  AND  DEMAND. 


DEMAND  is  always  the  best  proof  of  the 
popularity  of  <a  thing.  Those  who 
recognized  the  superiority  of  acetylene  gas  in 
1897  recognized  it  so  fully  that  their  demand 
for  calcium  carbide  was  ten  times  greater  than 
the  supply.  In  1898  the  manufacturing  ca- 
pacity was  greatly  increased,  but  still  it  could 
not  keep  pace  with  the  demand. 

It  has  been  well,  therefore,  that  the  demand 
has  not  been  universal,  for  when  such  a  de- 
mand comes  and  supply  is  short,  all  the  dan- 
gers of  prematurity  rush  in — high  price,  poor 
quality,  improper  use,  etc. 

To-day,  however,  knowledge  of  the  new 
product  is  growing  so  steadily  that  carbide 
itself,  machines  and  lamps  in  which  the  gas 
is  generated  and  facilities  for  manufacture  are 
keeping  pace.  Producer,  retailer  and  user  are 
in  very  fair  harmony  with  each  other,  and 
every  day  the  relationship  becomes  more  sen- 
sible. Henceforth,  too,  the  supply  will  prob- 
ably keep  pace  with  the  demand.  A  short 
time  ago  the  Union  Carbide  Co.,  which  con- 
trols the  manufacture  of  carbide  in  this  coun- 
try, was  a  week  behind  its  orders,  but  that 
condition  is  passing,  and  as  soon  as  the  new 
100-tons-per-day  plant  at  Niagara  Falls  is 
completed  there  should  be  no  difficulty  in 
filling  all  orders  promptly  for  some  time. 
Twenty  Thousand  Pounds  Daily. 

TIu'   outpnl    of   ihc    present    Niagara    Falls 


and  Sault  Ste.  Marie  plants — the  only  ones 
in  the  United  States — is  40  tons  la  day,  and 
one-eighth  of  this  quantity  is  used  by  the  ^cycle 
trade. 

Five  tons  of  carbide — 20,000  pounds — used 
every  day  in  bicycle  lamps.  That  means  a 
good  many  lamps.  If  every  acetylene  lamp  is 
used  once  in  si.x  days  and  if  each  charge 
averages  one-eighth  of  a  pound  of  carbide, 
then  there  are  960,000  of  these  lamps  in  use. 
This  estimate  may  be  high.  The  15-minute 
count  by  a  Wheel  man,  mentioned  last  week, 
showed  that  only  12  out  of  147  riders,  or  about 
one  in  13,  had  acetylene  lamps.  At  that  ratio, 
and  assuming  that  there  are  4,000,000  riders, 
there  should  be  only  38,000  acetylene  lamps, 
which  is  absurdly  low.  The  lampmakers'  own 
figures  have  not  been  asked  for.  They  might 
be  absurdly  high. 

Assuming  that  960,000  riders — say  one  in 
five — now  use  acetylene  lamps,  the  industry 
has  only  just  begun.  There  is  plenty  of  money 
to  be  made  in  pushing  anything  which  is  prac- 
ticable, salable,  safe,  and  not  over-done.  Bicy- 
cle dealers  who  have  let  many  a  dollar  slip  past 
their  doors  by  failing  to  recognize  that  the 
acetylene  lamp  has  come  to  stay  awhile  should 
wake  up. 

What  Sunlight  Has  Done. 

As  the  resume  preceding  this  article  shows. 
The  Wheel  has  devoted  some  attention  to  the 
alleged  lack  of  safety  in  the  new  lamp.  Dan- 
ger has  been  the  basis  of  all  argument  against 
it,  as  brilliance  has  been  the  real  basis  of  its 
success.  The  fact  that  it  is  safe  as  well  as 
Ijrilliant  cannot  be  too  diligently  talked  about 
by  those  who  are  in  position  to  profit  by  it. 
There  is  danger  in  everything,  and  the  danger 
in  every  new  thing  is  ahvays  unduly  magni- 
fied. There  is  danger  in  sunlight.  In  the 
year  1898  five  fires  were  caused  by  the  sun's 
rays  passing  through  common,  ordinary  win- 
dow glass.  We  are  not  afraid  of  sunlight. 
We  have  no  reason  to  fear  its  nearest  proto- 
type, acetylene  light — the  only  artificial  light, 
that,  like  sunlight,  shows  the  true  (outside) 
colors  of  things. 

It  was  stated  a  few  days  ago  that  Captain 
Pastorio,  of  the  headquarters  staff  of  the 
Italian  armj',  in  Rome,  had  discovered  a 
means  of  rendering  .acetylene  gas  absolutely 
non-e.xplosive,  and  that  the  Italian  war  de- 
partment would  buy  the  patent.  There  would 
be  much  more  merit  in  a  method  for  prevent- 
ing the  explosion  of  ordinary  coal  gas,  which 
is  considerably  lighter,  and  consecjucntly  far 
more  dangerous  than  acetylene  gas. 
To  Prevent  Odor, 

Another  man,  a  Frenchman,  informs  the 
world  that  the  emphatic,  unmistakable  odor 
of  decomposing  carbide  can  be  obviated  as  far 
as  mere  atmospheric   action    upon   it   is   con 


cerned.  This  is  kind,  and  useful  as  well.  It 
involves  pouring  over  the  carbide  a  mixture  of 
paraffin  and  nitro-benzol.  This  keeps  out  the 
air,  but  lets  in  water. 

While  these  improvements  go  on,  commerce 
need  not  hold  its  breath.  Bicycle  agents 
should  sell  oil  lamps  to  those  who  want  them, 
and  learn  to  talk  intelligently  to  customers 
about  acetylene  lamps. 


A  JOBBER'S  CHANCE. 


Five     Hundred     Acetylene     Lamps     Available     at 
Right  Price. 

Wolfgang  Richter,  Third  and  Green  streets, 
Philadelphia,  has  for  sale  500  acetylene  gas 
lamps  that  are  worthy  the  attention  of  enter- 
prising jobbers.  An  illustration  in  the  ad- 
vertising pages  shows  the  exterior  construc- 
tion. These  lamps,  made  in  Germany,  have 
the  finest  materials  and  workmanship.  Some 
of  their  features  have  been  copied  by  Ameri- 
can lamp  makers.  They  will  be  sold  for  less 
than  the  cost  of  their  manufacture. 


THE  "BRILLIANT"   LAMP. 

Two  acetylene  lamps  are  made  by  the  Man- 
hattan Brass  Co.,  New  York  City.  The  one 
here  illustrated  is  the  "Brilliant."  One  of  the 
essential  peculiarities  claimed  for  this  lamp  is 
the  drying  and  purifying  of  the  gas  after  it  is 
formed.  The  water  is  dropped  into  a  holder 
in   the   centre   of  the   carbide.     The  lining  of 


FIG.   T. 


1899. 
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the  holder  absorbs  and  conveys  the  moisture 
into  the  carbide.  Gas  forms,  passes  back 
through  the  Hning,  as  well  as  through  dry 
carbide  above  and  the  purifier  just  under  the 
spring,  thus  producing  the  desired  clear, 
steady  flame.  It  passes  into  the  one-fourth- 
foot  fish-tail  burner  (H  H,  Fig.  1),  through 
the  pipe  G.  Another  peculiarity  of  the  lamp 
is  (D)  a  ventilating  space  to  keep  the  water 
cool.  The  water-drip  regulating  device  looks 
well    in   theory,    and    the    theory   is    doubtless 


FIG.  II. 

carried  out  in  practice.  The  regulator  is  on 
top,  where  the  rider  can  easily  reach  it  with- 
out dismounting.  The  adjustment  of  the  clip 
which  holds  the  lamp  to  the  bicycle  is  com- 
pact and  simple.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the 
general  exterior  of  the  entire  lamp,  and  the 
material  and  workmanship  mark  it  a  high- 
class  lamp. 

Overman's  Assets  and  Liabilities. 

Springfield,  Aug.  12. — When  checks  were 
sent  to  the  creditors  of  the  Overman  Wheel 
Co.  in  payment  of  the  second  dividend,  a 
statement  accompanied  each  one  of  them, 
showing  the  condition  of  the  company  as  it 
stood  on  July  1.  The  figures  were  as  fol- 
lows: 

Liabilities— Notes  payable,  $376,957;  ac- 
counts payable,  $97,970;  accounts  payable 
(new),  $14,563;  surplus,  $53,543;  total,  $543,- 
033. 

Assets — Real  estate  (assessed  value  1897), 
$186,050;  machinery  and  tools  (30  per  cent  of 
inventory  valuation),  $60,000;  merchandise  (50 
per  cent  of  inventory  valuation),  $114,231; 
cash,  $87,916;  accounts  receivable  (80  per  cent 
of  book  valuation),  $77,496;  merchandise  in 
branches  (50  per  cent  of  inventory  valuation), 
$12,339;  due  from  -branches  discontinued  (25 
per  cent  of  book  valuation),  $1,500;  doubtful 
accounts  (10  per  cent  of  book  valuation), 
$3,500;  total,  $543,033. 


Kelly  to  Chicago. 

The  W.  E.  Kelly  Mfg.  Co.,  Cleveland,  have 
decided  to  leave  that  city,  and  will  locate  in 
Chicago.  W.  E.  Kelly,  vice-president  of  the 
concern,  states  that  Chicago  parties  who  have 
ample  capital  and  first-class  facilities  for  man- 
ufacturing, have  been  interested  in  the  com- 
pany, and  will  push  the  Kelly's  latest  bar  to 
the  front  for  another  season.  The  companj 
have  put  out  several  hundred  bars  during  the 
past  few  weeks,  and  they  have  proved  wholly 
satisfactory,  not  a  single  one  of  them  having 
been  returned.  One  or  two  small  improve- 
ments, however,  have  been  made,  which  serve 
to    strengthen    and    simplify   the   construction. 


•f-. 


LINTON  DEfEATED  ELKES. 


In 


an    Hour-Race    the    Welshman    Landed    a    Lap 
and    a    Half   Ahead. 


LINTON  defeated  Elkes,  the  one-hour 
rccord  holder,  and  almost  broke  the 
hour  record  as  well,  at  Manhattan  Beach  last 
Saturday.  The  hour  record,  34  miles  1,220 
yards,  was  made  by  Elkes  when  he  defeated 
Linton  in  Philadelphia  on  August  6  of  last 
year.  On  Saturday  Linton  won  by  over  a 
lap  and  a  half,  and  covered  34  miles  440  yards. 

In  the  first  mile  Elkes'  pacing  team  broke 
a  chain  and  the  race  was  restarted.  Elkes 
caught  his  pace  first,  and  headed,  with  Linton 
a  few  yards  behind,  to  the  first  lap  of  the 
eleventh  mile,  when  he  changed  machines  on 
account  of  a  loose  crank.  Elkes  lost  only 
half  a  lap  by  this,  although  Linton  was  going 
at  about  1.45  to  the  mile. 

In  the  fifteenth  mile  Elkes',  for  no  apparent 
reason,  ran  off  the  track  onto  the  infield  in 
the  backstretch,  and  before  he  got  back  and 
into  full  speed  again  Linton's  advantage  had 
been  increased  to  one  and  one-half  laps. 

In  the  seventeenth  mile  the  left  rear  pedal 
broke  off  the  ■motor-tandem  pacing  Linton, 
and  two  miles  were  covered  before  the  reliev- 
ing machine  took  on  the  Welshman — but  he 
lost  only  a  few  yards  of  his  lead  at  that. 
Elkes  held  the  few  yards  through  the  twen- 
tieth mile.  At  twenty-five  miles  Linton  had 
regained  them,  and  in  the  twenty-seventh  milt 
he  was  one  and  three-quarters  lap,  or  nearly 
two-thirds  of  a  mile,  ahead.  In  the  thirtieth 
mile  he  was  practically  two  laps  ahead,  riding 
close  behind  the  Glens  Falls  lad. 

In  the  thirty-third  mile  Elkes  made  another 
one  of  many  changes  of  pace  and  shot  ahead 
some  15  yards.  This  gap  he  maintained  only 
a  mile  or  so. 

In  the  next  but  final  lap  Linton  went  by, 
and  after  leading  across  the  tape  into  the  last 
lap  slowed  a  bit,  apparently  not  understanding 
that  there  was  still  a  lap  to  go.  Elkes  shot 
ahead  and  was  home  when  Linton  had  come 
around  into  the  straight  again.  Linton  had 
won,  howevei',  by  over  a  lap  and  a  half. 

There  was  an  excellent  crowd — over  6,000, 
probably.  The  race  was  very  fast,  too  fast 
for  much  sensational  passing  and  repassing, 
and  Elkes'  mishaps  caused  anxiety  rather  than 
enthusiasm,  but  the  crowd  helped  itself  to  a 
large,  relieving  yell  when  Linton  finally  passed 
his  man  near  the  end,  and  everybody  helped 
when  Elkes  reciprocated  in  the  last  lap. 

Both  men  used  motor  tandems.  Elkes 
changed  pace  very  frequently,  while  Linton 
used  one  tandem  practically  all  the  way.  The 
American  rode  with  his  usual  fawn-like  grace. 
Linton  is  not  quite  a  poem  awheel,  but  his 
movement  was  neat  and  fresh  throughout. 
His  pacemakers — Cabbaloit  and  Marks — de- 
serve credit  for  their  work.  Marks  was  de- 
monstratively cheerful  throughout — a  bit  too 
much  so  for  the  fastidious,  some  of  whom 
also  had  the  temerity  to  remark  that  the  filthy 
appearance  of  Steenson,  one  of  Elkes'  pace- 
makers, was  trying  to  sore  eyes. 

Short   races   preceded   the   long   one.     Nye, 


Collett,  J.  H.  Lake  was  the  order  in  the  final 
of  the  quarter-mile  amateur.  Time,  .33  2-5. 
Armbruster  defeated  Brooks  and  Wilsing  in 
the  two-mile  amateur  handicap,  in  4.32  2-5. 


Summary  of  the  hour  race: 

Miles.        Leader.  Led  By. 

1 Elkes '10  yards 

2 Elkes 15  yards 

3 Elkes 10  yards 

4 Elkes 5  yards 

5 Elkes 8  yards 

6 Elkes 5  yards 

7 Elkes 5  yards 

8 Elkes 5  yards 

9 Elkes 3  yards 

10 Linton 30O  yards 

11 Linton 350  yards 

12 Linton 360  yards 

13. . . . Linton 380  yards 

14 Linton 400  yards 

15 Linton 700  yards 

16 Linton 700  yards 

17 Linton 700  yards 

18 Linton 750  yards 

19 Linton 800  yards 

20 Linton 850  yards 

21 Linton 850  yards 


27 Linton. 

28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 


Linton 850  yards 

Linton 1%  laps 

Linton Xy^.  laps 

Linton IV2  laps 

Linton 12-3   laps 


.1%  laps 


.Linton 1%  laps 

.  Linton 2   laps 

.Linton 2   laps 

.  Linton 2   laps 

.'Linton 2   laps 

.  Linton 2  laps 

.Linton ,. .  .1%  laps 


Time. 

1.54  3-5 

3.40  3-5 

5.25  3-5 

7.12  1-5 

8.59  3-5 

10.45  4-5 

12,30  1-5 

14.15  2-5 

16.00  3-5 

17.15  2-5 

19.33  2-5 

21.15  3-5 
22.57  4-5 
24.39  3-5 
26.53  3-5 
28.06  3-5 
29.50  3-5 
31.36  2-5 
33.20  3-5 
35.04  3-5 
36.53  3-5 
38.39  1-5 
40.22 
42.06 1-5 
43.49  3-5 
45.33  2-5 

47.16  2-5 
48.59  4-5 
50.42  2-5 

52.29  1-5 
54.15  1-5 
56,00  1-5 
57.45  3-5 

59.30  2-5 


One  hour,   34  miles  437  yards. 


Newly  Incorporated  Concerns. 

The  Automatic  Cycle  Pump  Co.,  Chicago. 
Manufacturing  automatic  cycle  pumps.  Capi- 
tal, $50,000.  Incorporators:  G.  D.  Ferguson, 
W.  H.  Foster,  E.  C.  Yates,  of  Chicago. 

The  New  Motor  Co.,  Buffalo.  Manufac- 
turing and  sale  of  motors  of  all  kinds.  Capi- 
tal, $25,000.  Incorporators:  S.  Wilkinson,  E. 
L.  Pixley,  W.  M.  Hoffman,  all  of  Buffalo. 

H.  G.  Rouse  &  Co.,  Peoria.  Manufacturing 
bicycles,  typewriters  and  farming  machinery. 
Capital,  $10,000.  Incorporators:  H.  G. 
Rouse,  J.  A.  Wright,  Ida  A.  Rouse,  all  of 
Peoria. 

United  States  Standard  Motor  Vehicle  Co. 
Principal  office,  22  Clinton  street,  Newark,  N. 
J.  Manufacture  motor  wagons.  Capital,  .$25,- 
000.  Incorporators:  Eli  Teeker,  Hugo  Stom- 
mel,  De  Forest  P.  Lozier,  all  of  Newark,  N.  J. 
Bickel  Mfg.  Co.,  Brookings,  S.  D.,  to  manu- 
facture bicycle  pedals;  capital  $25,000.  Incor- 
porators, Casper  E.  Bickel,  David  K.  Brophy, 
Henry  R.  Riley,  H.  G.  Fox  and  James  F. 
Brooke. 


Has  Only  Eight  Pieces. 

A  new  free  wheel  device  for  which  a  great 
future  is  promised  has  been  placed  on  the 
market  by  the  Stockton  Mfg.  Co.,  of  New- 
ark, N.  J.  The  brake  and  coaster  is  the 
product  of  an  inventor  who  is  well  known  to 
the  trade  as  the  originator  of  one  of  the  most 
successful  articles  now  in  general  use  by  the 
cycle  trade.  The  manufacturers  claim  as  an 
attractive  feature  of  the  new  brake  the  fact 
that  it  consists  of  only  eight  pieces,  making  it 
very  simple,  and  necessarily  bringing  the  price 
t(i  where  it  will  be  attractive 'to  the  trade. 
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August  17, 


CANADA'S    INTERNATIONAL 


THE    MOST    SlCCESSriL   AffAIR    Of    ITS    KIND    EVER    HELD. 


More  than  Three  Thousand  Dollars  to  Go  to  the  I.  C.  A.— Records  Both  Amateur  and  Professional  Broken- 
America  Wins  the  Lion's  Share  of  Money  and  Honors  —  Few  Accidents  and  Some  Mistakes  the 

Only  Drawbacks  to  an  Almost  Perfectly  Conducted  Affair. 


Montreal,  Aug.  12. — So  far  as  Canada  knew 
or  cared  there  never  was  such  a  thing  as  the 
N.  C.  A.,  nor  were  "all  of  the  fast  men"  said 
to  belong  to  that  organization  missed  in  the 
races  run  off  under  C.  W.  A.  and  L.  A.  W. 
rules.  The  only  real  difficulty  the  management 
experienced  was  in  handling  the  thousands  of 
people  who  came  from  all  over  Canada  to  wit- 
ness the  racing,  and,  returning  home,  were  sat- 
isfied that  the  C.  W.  A.  had  given  them 
their  money's  worth.  So  much  for  the  famous 
threat  to  "kill  the  meet"  if  all  sorts  and  kinds 
of  racing  men  were  not  recognized  as  "regu- 
lar;" now  for  the  details  of  the  affair  itself. 
The  officials  directly  in  charge  of  the  racing 
were  beyond  question  the  first  really  inter- 
national ones  ever  seen  upon  any  track  in 
this  country.     The  leaders  were: 

Presiding  Judge — William  Inglis,  Edin- 
burgh, president  'Scottish  Cyclists'  Union. 

Judges — Thomas  J.  Keenan,  Jr.,  Pittsburg, 
president  League  of  American  Wheelmen;  J. 
W.  Prescott,  Vancouver,  vice-president  Cana- 
dian Wheelmen's  Association;  Rene  Boudard, 
Paris,  delegate  de  I'Union  des  Societes  Fran- 
caises  des  Sports  Athletiques. 

Starter — Major  Charles  A.  Lilies,  London, 
England. 

Assistant  Starter — T.  R.  Crumpp,  Union 
Ciclista  Mexicana,  City  of  Mexico. 

Time  Keepers— T.  W.  J.  Britten,  London, 
honorary  treasurer  National  Cyclists'  Union; 
Fred  Gerlach,  Chicago,  chairman  L.  A.  W. 
Racing  Board;  George  H.  Orr,  Toronto; 
Charles  A.  Pyne,  Woodstock;  Dr.  D.  D.  Mac- 
Taggart,  Montreal;  James  A.  Taylor,  Mon- 
treal. 

Clerk  of  Course — W.  Montague  Perrett, 
Detroit,  Mich. 

Monday  and  Tuesday  were  devoted  to  sight- 
seeing, etc.  On  Tuesday  evening  the  press 
banquet  at  Bout  d'llle  took  place,  and  was 
attended  by  all  the  local  and  visiting  press- 
men, as  well  as  the  delegates  to  the  meet. 
It  was  on  an  elaborate  scale  and  was  thor- 
oughly enjoyed.  On  Wednesday  morning  an 
executive  meeting  of  the  L  C.  A.  was  held,  at 
which  A.  G.  Batchelder  was  allowed  to  plead 
the  case  of  his  association.  But  the  I.  C  A., 
as  everyone  knew  it  would,  refused  to  recog- 
nize the  N.  C.  A.,  and  that  ended  the  much- 
newspaper-talked-of  admission  of  outlaw  rac- 
ing men  to  the  international  contests.  Next 
year's  international  championships  will  be 
held  in  Paris. 

The  first  of  the  races  on  Wednesday  after- 
noon, the  one-mile  novice,  had  sixteen  start- 
ers divided  into  two  heats.  The  winner  was 
B.  Dennison,  Toronto;  John  Moore,  Mon- 
treal, second;  B.  Brown,  Charlottelown,  P.  E. 
L,  third;  time,  2.31. 

The  one-mile,  world's  championship, 
brought  out  a  representative  field — fliers  of  all 
nationalities.      In    the    first    of    the    nine    trial 


heats  Boisvert,  Montreal,  proved  a  better 
sprinter  than  A.  J.  Cherry,  London,  and  won 
in  2.43  2-5.  In  the  second,  Summersgill,  Eng- 
land, showed  Axton,  Brantford,  and  Ingram, 
of  Lynfield,  over  the  mark  in  3.59  2-5.  Sher- 
ritt,  Brantford,  last  year's  Canadian  repre- 
sentative to  the  meet  at  Vienna,  captured  the 
third  heat  in  2.29  2-5;  Goodson,  the  Austra- 
lian, walked  over  in  the  fourth  heat  in  2.16  3-5;. 
A.  Taillandier,  France,  took  the  fifth;  Earl 
Peabody,  Chicago,  the  sixth;  F.  T.  Hoopes, 
Des  Moines,  seventh;  Riddle,  Winnipeg, 
eighth;  J.  Caldow,  Glasgow,  ninth.  All  the 
semi-finals  were  the  most  pronounced  loafs, 
their  respective  times  being  3.34  1-5,  3.07  1-5 
and  4.22  4-5.  Summersgill  got  the  first.  Earl 
Peabody  the  second,  and  Caldow  the  third, 
and  this  was  the  order  they  finished  in  the 
final,  in  the  unusually  slow  time  of  5.43  2-5. 
Summersgill  is  the  better  man,  undoubtedly. 
There  is  some  talk  of  a  matched  race  between 
him  and  Peabody  at  Boston  next  week. 

Six  in  the  Half-Mile. 

There  were  six  heats  in  the  half-mile  ama- 
teur, two  semi-finals  and  a  final.  J.  F.  Moran, 
Chelsea;  G.  R.  Leander,  B.  Goodson,  Aus- 
tralia; G.  W.  Riddle,  Winnipeg,  won  the  first 
heat  of  the  semi-final  in  the  order  named.  It 
was  in  this  event  that  one  of  the  most  re- 
grettable accidents  of  the  meet  occurred. 
Cherry,  England's  representative,  was  looked 
on  as  a  sure  winner.  Coming  into  the  stretch, 
he  went  up  to  the  top  of  the  bank  to  take 
advantage  of  a  sprint  home,  but,  going  too 
far,  his  wheel  touched  the  ropes  and  he  was 
thrown  against  a  post  with  sufficient  force 
to  knock  him  out.  In  the  second  heat  Lester 
Wilson,  of  Pittsburg,  won  in  a  drive  from 
Drury,  Montreal;  B.  Goodson,  Australia, 
third;   time,   1.08. 

The  two-mile  professional  tandem  was  a 
great  race,  and  one  that  brought  the  people 
to  their  feet.  There  were  two  heats  in  this, 
with  Boake,  Dunbar  and  F.  Butler  doing 
triplet  pacing  in  the  final.  Major  Taylor  and 
Casey  caught  the  triplet,  which  carried  them 
over  the  mile  mark  in  1.52.  On  the  last  lap 
the  triplet  dropped  out,  and  it  was  a  sight  to 
see  those  three  tandems  coming  home  the 
final  third  of  a  mile  neck  and  neck.  The  jump 
for  the  line-  was  splendid,  the  Butler  boys 
swinging  in  ahead  of  C.  McCarthy,  St.  Louis, 
and  Bowler,  Chicago,  by  a  fraction  of  a 
wheel,  while  the  latter  were  content  to  show 
their  heels  to  the  Major  and  his  mate.  A 
world's  record  of  3.47  3-5  was  established  here 
for  the  two  miles. 

It  was  in  the  half-mile  professional  that  the 
judges  came  in  for  scathing  remarks  and  loud 
protests  from  the  grandstand,  on  account  of 
their  giving  the  final  to  C.  R.  McCarthy,  when 
many  of  those  present  thought  that  Major  Tay- 
lor had  w-on  fairly,  with  plenty  to  spare.   It  took 


four  heats  to  get  to  the  final,  Nat  Butler, 
C.  R.  McCarthy,  Carman,  T.  B.  McCarthy, 
Taylor,  Woodward,  McLeod  and  D'Outrelon 
qualifying,  the  best  heat  being  done  in  1.11  4-5. 
The  final  was  awarded  C.  R.  McCarthy,  Tay- 
lor second;  N.  Butler  third;  time,  1.00  1-5. 

THIRSDAY. 


The  second  day  was  as  much  a  success  as 
the  first,  the  centre  of  attraction  being  the 
motor  cycle  which  paced  John  Nelson,  of 
Chicago  (amateur),  in  the  100-kilometer  race. 
This  was  the  first  event  on  the  programme, 
and  all  records  from  four  miles  up  to  the 
100  kilometers  were  broken.  It  was  for  the 
amateur  championship  of  the  world.  There 
were  five  starters — Riddle,  Winnipeg;  Nelson, 
Chicago;  Goodson,  Australia;  Aurich,  Dor- 
chester, Mass.,  and  Wilson,  Pittsburg.  Nel- 
son had  the  motor  cycle,  and  the  others  had 
tandems  and  triplets.  Wilson  and  Aurich  both 
dropped  out  shortly  after  starting.  Nelson 
was  in  fine  fettle,  and  hung  to  the  motor, 
which  was  doing  record  time  with  a  tenacity 
that  called  forth  loud  applause.  The  100  kilo- 
meters— a  shade  over  62  miles — were  ridden 
in  2  hours  4  minutes  13  1-5  seconds,  making 
a  world's  record,  the  hour's  record  being 
broken,  as  well  as  all  the  intermediate  mile 
ones.  During  the  first  hour  Nelson  covered 
31  miles  406  yards,  against  30  miles  820  yards, 
a  record  held  by  Dupuy,  of  France,  and  29 
miles  450  yards,  held  by  A.  G.  Wright,  Eng- 
land. This  is  the  first  time  that  such  a  ^ace 
has  taken  place  in  America,  and  Nelson,  there- 
fore, has  a  bunch  of  records  pretty  well  to 
himself.  The  appended  table  tells  the  tale  of 
his  Great  ride: 


Miles 

.  Rider. 

Time. 

Mil 

es.   Rider. 

Time. 

1.... 

.Nelson    .. 

..    02.05  3-5 

33.. 

...Nelson   . 

..1.31.23 

2... 

.Goodson 

..    03.57 

34.. 

...'Nelson    . 

..1.05,18  3-5 

3.... 

.Nelson    .. 

..    05.48  3-5 

■in.. 

.,,Nelson    . 

..1.07.16  1-5 

4.... 

.Nelson   .. 

..    07.381-5 

36.. 

,,, Nelson   . 

..1.09.18 

5... 

.Nelson    .. 

..    09.31 

37.. 

...Nelson    . 

..1.11.18  1-5 

6.... 

..Nelson    .. 

..    11.20  2-5 

38.. 

...Nelson   . 

..1.13.24 

7... 

.'Nelson    .. 

..    13.11 

39.. 

...Nelson   . 

..1.15.28 

«... 

.Nelson    .. 

..    15.07 

40.. 

...Nelson    . 

..1.17.311-5 

9... 

.Nelson    .. 

..    16.57 

n.. 

. . .  Nelson   . 

..1.19.44 

10.... 

.'Nelson    .. 

..    18.45  2-5 

l'^.. 

...Nelson    . 

..1.21  .5i):?-5 

11... 

.Nelson    .. 

..    20.37 

43., 

...Nelson   . 

..1.23.58  2-5 

12... 

.Nelson    . . 

..    22,32  2-5 

a.. 

...Nelson    . 

..1.26.43 

IB. . . 

.Nelson    . . 

..    24.23 

45.. 

...Nelson   . 

..1.28.14  2-5 

14... 

.Nelson    .. 

..    26.20  2-5 

46.. 

...Nelson   . 

..1.30.191-5 

15... 

.Nelson    .. 

..    28.12  2-5 

47.. 

...Nelson   . 

..1..32.26 

16... 

.Nelson    .. 

..    30.04  4-5 

4S.. 

...Nelson    . 

..1..34.24 

17... 

.Nelson    .. 

..    31.55 

49,, 

. . .  Nelson   . 

..1.36.25  3-0 

IS... 

.Nelson    .. 

..    .33.531-5 

5(>,, 

...Nelson   . 

..1.38,26  2-5 

19... 

.'Nelson    . . 

..    .36.02  3-5 

51. 

...Nelson   . 

,.1.40.25 

20... 

■  Nelson    .. 

..    37.55  2-5 

52. 

,,, Nelson  . 

..1.42.35  2-5 

21... 

.Nelson    .. 

..    39.51 

58. 

...Nelson   . 

..1.44.441-5 

22... 

.Nelson    .. 

..    41.49  4-5 

54. 

...Nelson   . 

..1.46.46 

2?.... 

.Nelson    .. 

..    43.48 

55. 

. .  ..Nelson   . 

..1.48.57  3-5 

24... 

.Nelson    .. 

..    45.40 

,56.. 

...Nelson   . 

..1.51.'211-5 

25... 

.Nelson    .. 

..    47.37 

57. 

...Nelson  . 

..1.53.0S1-5 

2B.... 

.Nelson    .. 

..    49.32 

58.. 

...Nelson   . 

..1.55.101-2 

27.... 

.Nelson    .. 

..    51,23 

59., 

. , .  Nelson   . 

..1.57.29  2-5 

2S... 

.Nelson    .. 

..    53.23 

60., 

. .  .iNelson   . 

..1.59.35  4-5 

29.... 

.Nelson    .. 

..    55.28  3-5 

61., 

...Nelson   . 

..2.01.48 

SO.... 

.Nelson   . . 

..    57.28  2-5 

62., 

...Nelson  . 

.  .'2.03.57  1-5 

31.... 

..Nelson   . . 

..    59.30 

100 

kilometers 

..2.04.13  1-5 

32.... 

.Nelson    .. 

. .1.01.29  3-5 

The  one-mile  'professional  championship  of 
the  world  fell  to  Major  Taylor,  after  some 
spirited  contests,  Taylor  winning  from  Tom 
Butler  by  inches,  with  d'Outrelon,  France, 
third;   Nat   Butler,   fourth:    A.  iMcLeod,  fifth. 
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Steams  Bicycles 


PROFESSIONAL  CHAMPIONSHIP. 


Watch  the  Sunlight  Glisten  on  those  Orange  Rims. 
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but  never  before  has  the  one  mile  record  been  reduced  so  much  as  -/)^ 

5    3-5    SEeONDS  | 

as  was  done  by  Major  Taylor,  August  3d,  at  Garfield  Park  Track,  Chicago,  when  ''(?" 

he  established  the  new  world's  record  :  XV 

ONE  MILE.  1:22  2-5.  \t 

Never  before  in  a  similar  performance  has  a  quarter  of  a  mile  been  ridden 
in  such  time  as  19  1-5    Seconds. 

The  combination  of  E.  C.  Stearns  &  Company's  skill  in  bicycle  building 
with  the  Sager  Gear  have   produced   the   smoothest   running  and  fastest  bicycle 

ever  built.  ,  >, 

Such  wonderful  reduction  in  time  proves  it.  -()^ 

...AT    MONTREAL...  | 

Major  Taylor  added  many  victories   to  his   laurels,   the   most   notable   of   which  ^\ 

was   the  .  .  .  ..a. 

ONE  MILE  INTERNATIONAL  t 


E.  C.  STEARNS  &  COMPANY, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF  STEARNS  BICYCLES,  K 

SYRACUSE,  N.  Y.  |, 

67  Adelaide  Street,  W.,                                          210  McAllister  Street,  ^1 

TORONTO,  ONTARIO.                                                  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.  Z^. 

Kindly    mention    The    Wheel.  -"■(/•i 
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This  event  was   more  of  a  loaf  itliaii  a  race,  yards,  to  go  into  tlie  final  with  Frank  Butler 

the  niL'U   jockeying  until    it   looked   as    if   the  and  the  other  four  naiUied  in  the  first  heat. 

Major  was  in  for  a  shut-out,  but  within  a  few  Two   Canadians,   Sherritt  and   Boisvert,  the 

feet  of  the  line  he  caught  Butler,  and  squeezed  Australian,    Goodson,   and   Caldow,   the   Scot, 

over  the  line  first  in  3.03.  qualified  for  the  final  againsit  a  large  contin- 

Thcre   were   five  teams   in    the   professional  gent   of   local   and    foreign    amateurs,    in    the 

tandem  pursuit  race,  and  the  event  was  one  of  five-mile   amateur.       The   Australinn    was   ton 

the  best  of  all  of  the  contests  of  the  big  meet.  good    for    the    others,    and   crossed   a    winner 

The    starters    were    Nat    and     Frank     Butler,  from     Caldow,     Sherritt,     and     Boisvert     in 

Bowler    and    McCarthy;    Major    Taylor    and  13.13  1-5. 

Casey,  Colgan  and  Church  and  the  McLean  The  final  of  the  amateur  one-third  mile  was 
Bros.,  Chelsea.  The  Butlers  caught  the  Me-  a  beautiful  race.  There  were  twelve  trial 
Leans  in  the  last  lap  of  the  first  mile;  Colgan  heats,  two  semi  and  a  final.  Into  the  latter 
and  Church  caught  Taylor  and  Casey  in  the  went  Wilson,  of  Pittsburg;  Boisvert,  Mon- 
second  lap  of  the  second  mile.  Then  Bowler  treal;  Murray,  of  Hamilton;  Goodson,  Caldow 
and  JNlcCarthy  dropped  out.  The  Butlers  and  W.  A.  George,  South  Africa.  Caldow 
wound  up  the  race  by  'breaking  the  records  won  by  inches  and  Boisvert  was  a  good  see- 
in  eompetition  for  four  and  five  miles.  Col-  ond,  barely  .beating  Goodson,  who  just  man- 
gan  and  Church  were  second.  The  following  aged  to  poke  his  wheel  in  ahead  of  Wilson, 
are  the  new  marks  made  during  the  contest —  Time,  .42  3-5. 
record  breakers  from  start  to  finish:  To  cap  the  day's  sport,  Jim  Drury,  of  this 

Bawlerand  McCarthy,  1  mile....: 1.54  "ty,  paced  by  the  motor  Cycle,  iwent  against 

Colgan  and  Church,  2  miles ?-5??"2  the  Canadian  amateur  mile  record,  and  easily 

Colgan   and   Church,   3   miles 8.5.5  1-.')  ...                     i    ,r,    a   r-       t-^              ■            ^ 

Butler  Bros.,  4  miles IM  brought  I't  down  to  1.4d  4-5.     Drury  mtends 

Butler  Bros.,  5  miles 9.59  4  5  ^q^-^-,:^^^  ^^^-^^^y.  tj^g  ^lark,  and  will  try  for  new 

James  S.  Moran,  of  Chelsea,  contrary  to  ex-  figures  in  a  week  or  so. 

■pectation,  beat  out   Caldow,  the   Scotchman,  — 

in  the  two  mile  amateur  event.     There  were  SATURDAY. 

six  trials,  two  semi-finals  and  a  final  in  this,  

and    all    were    decidedly    interesting.     In    the  The  big  meet  was  brought  to  a  conclusion 

final  Moran  took  the  pace  from  Caldow  until  to-day,  after  one  of  the  most  interesting,  yet, 

well  towards  the  tape,  when  he  made  a  grand  '»  some  respects,  one  of  the  most  disappoint- 

finish  over  a  full  length  ahead  of  the  canny  '"g    afternoons    of    sport  in    cycling    history. 

Scot,  with  LaDue,  Coldspring,   N.   Y.;   Sher-  Every  inch  of  space  on  the  grounds  was  oc- 

ritt,  of  Brantford;  Fearing,  N.  Y.  A.  C,  and  cupied,  and  thousands  wended  their  way  home 

Peabody,  of  Chicago,  in  order  named.     Time,  '^^fo^e   the   races  began  rather  than   take   the 

2.15  3-4  and  4.22  2-5.     By  this  time  the  after-  "sk  of   getting   hurt  in  the   immense   crowd, 

noon  was  well  advanced,  and  the  officials  an-  The    disappointments    alluded    to    were    very 

nounced   they    would    give    a    supplementary  I'^een.     The  first  of  these  occurred  in  the  five 

programme  on   Friday,   running  of?  the  five-  kilometer    race    between    teams    representing 

mile  amateur  handicap  heats  and  the  prelim-  Canada  and  the  United  States,  when  Canada, 

inaries  to  Saturday's  races.  ''^   nine-tenths   of  those   present  would  make 

affidavit  to,  won  the  race.     Yet  the  judges,  or 

''  some  of  them,  declared  this  international  race 

Friday's  attendance  was  not  large,  it  being  a   tie.     A   mighty   howl    of   disapproval    went 

rather    an    off    day.      Things    were    exciting,  up,  but  the   Canadians  consented   to   run  the 

though.     There    were    two    records    broken,  tie  off,  which  went  against  them.     The  second 

and    a    remarkable    accident.      The    accident  disappointment   to   the  spectators   was   in   the 

happened  in  the  final  lap  of  the  third  heat  of  fi„al    of    the    five-mile    professional  handicap, 

the   five-mile    amateur   handicap.       Large,   of  .when  both  Nat  and  Tom  Butler  did  not  ride, 

Charlottetown,  P.  E.  I.,  ran  up  the  bank,  and  the    former   turning  back   because   Tom    was 

his  handle-bar  getting  caught  in  the  rope,  he  not  on  his  wheel  when  the  pistol  cracked,  al- 

was   thrown  clean    over,   falling   some   fifteen  though   he  had  plenty  of  time  to   have   been 

feet.     He  was  picked  up  for   dead,  but  some  there.       The    Butlers    had    no    cause    to    kick 

time  afterwards  revived.     A  big  tandem  box  as  they    did.     Disappointment   number   three 

below   the  track  broke   the  force   of  the   fall,  occurred   in  connection   with  the  fifteen-mile 

and  undoubtedly  saved  the  rider's  neck.     The  road  race,  the  men  taking  a  wrong  turn,  one 

racing   was   particularly   good.     In    the    trials  of  the  officials  at  the  turning  point  being  to 

of    the    five-mile    professional    handicap    Nat  blame  therefor. 

Butler  covered  the  distance  from  scratch  Major  Taylor,  who  had  become  a  prime  fav- 
in  10.44  2-5,  which  is  14  2-5  seconds  orite  with  the  enthusiasts,  to-day  came  in  for 
better  than  the  time  made  by  "Plugger"  Bill  condemnation  on  account  of  his  refusing  to 
Martin,  who,  up  to  now,  held  the  record  for  ,-ace  Tom  Summersgill,  England,  in  the  mile 
the  distance  in  competition.  This  first  heat  professional  vs.  amateur  world's  champion- 
went  to  F.  Butler,  100  yards,  in  10.44;  Nat  ship,  because  there  was  no  money  in  it  for 
Butler,  scratch,  second;  Colgan,  third;  P.  B.  him  if  he  should  win,  and  only  discredit  should 
McCarthy,  fourth;  Blayney,  of  Brantford,  he  be  beaten.  Taylor  declined  to  race  heads 
fifth.  The  scratch  man,  Taylor,  in  the  second  I  win  tails  you  lose,  so  Summersgill  rode  the 
heat,  was  too  heavily  handicapped.  When  distance  alone,  winning  the  world's  champion- 
Taylor  came  to  start  it  was  found  that  some  ship  by  default. 

kind  friend  had  stuck  a  pin  in  his  tire.     An-  These  were  rather  a  formidable  array  of  dis- 

other  wheel  was  brought  to  replace  his  front  appointments,  which  made  the  day  so  unsat- 

one,  but  as  the  spare  wheel  did  not  fit  proper-  isfactory. 

ly,  he  simply  bent  the  pin  over,  pumped  up  his  Event  No.  1  was  the  five-kilometer  amateur 

tire,  and  started.     But  the  leak  soon   devel-  team   race  for  the   Cyclist  Challenge   Shield, 

oped,  and  he  dropped  out,  leaving  Boake,  375  the   teams   being:     Moran,   Peabody,   Wilson 

yards;  Coleman,  225  yards;  Gibson,  325  yards;  and    Ingraham    for    the    United    States,    and 

H.   McLean,  425  yards,   and  Tom    Butler,  25  Sherritt,  Axton,  Drury  and  Boisvert,  Canada 


— the  team  scoring  the  lowest  number  of 
points  winning.  Drury  being  credited  with 
sixth  place  instead  of  the  fourth  one,  which 
so  many  outside  of  the  judges  thought  he 
was,  made  a  tie.  In  the  run  off  the  Ameri- 
cans got  fourteen  points  against  Canada's 
twenty-two.  The  two-mile  professional  was 
run  in  three  heats,  the  first  and  second  in  each 
heat  to  qualify  in  final,  McCarthy  and  Col- 
gan in  first  heat,  Taylor  and  Woodward  in 
second  and  Tom  Butler  and  Coleman  in 
third  in  4.24,  4.38  4-5  and  4.29  1-2,  respectively, 
the  colored  boy  taking  the  final  from  Tom 
Butler  in  4.32  1-5. 

A  world's  record — 10.14  1-5 — was  made  in 
the  five-mile  tandem  pursuit  (amateur).  The 
finishers  were  Hoopes,  Des  Moines,  and  Nel- 
son, Chicago;  Ingraham  and  Moran,  and 
Goodson  and  iCaldow.  The  two  former  iteams 
set  up  a  terrific  pace  from  the  start,  and  cre- 
ated great  excitement.  'When  it  was  learned 
that  a  new  world's  record  was  established,  the 
cheering  must  have  been  gratifying  to  the 
victors. 

With  both  Tom  and  Nat  Butler  out  of  the 
final  five-mile  professional  (as  mentioned), 
there  was  rather  a  pretty  race  for  first  place 
between  the  remainder.  Gibson,  however, 
crossed,  leading  McCarthy,  Boake  and  Blay- 
ney following.     Time  10.45  1-5. 

Had  Drury,  the  Montrealer,  used  better  judg- 
ment, the  one-mile  special  Columbus  trophy 
race  would  have  been  his.  Instead  of  taking 
advantage  of  an  excellent  opening  on  the 
outside  to  sprint  .he  cut  down  and  took  the 
pole,  only  to  lose  by  half  a  wheel  to  Peabody, 
in  2.28  3-5.  In  the  last  lap  Caldow  and  Bois- 
vert got  into  a  mix-up,  and  they  had  to  carry 
the  former  to  the  repair  shop. 

Badly  Mixed  Road  Race. 

Next  was  the  big  fifteen-.mile  road  race, 
there  being  two  teams  of  three  from  Toronto 
entered,  one  from  Chicago,  one  from  Chel- 
sea and  six  teams  from  Montreal.  It  was 
here  a  serious  mistake  occurred,  as  within 
this  race  there  was  incorporated  the  Dunlop 
Trophy  fifteen-mile  race.  As  the  official  who 
turned  the  riders  back  at  the  wrong  place 
(making  the  distance  six  miles  shorter)  was 
appointed  by  the  Racing  Committee,  there 
W'-as  no  alternative  for  the  referee  but  to 
award  the  race  as  finished.  The  winners  in- 
tend to  proceed  legally  to  obtain  possession 
of  the  Dunlop  trophy — against  the  contention 
of  the  trustees  therefor,  that  it  was  only  up 
for  a  fifteen-mile  race — according  to  the  de- 
cision, the  Royal  Canadians,  of  Toronto,  won, 
with  their  sister  club,  the  Queen  City,  of  To- 
ronto, second.  Time  of  first  man,  27  min- 
utes. 

The  concluding  race  of  the  day,  and  of  the 
big  event,  was  the  100-kilometer  professional 
championship  of  the  world.  It  was  very 
tame.  Not  only  was  no  record  broken,  but 
at  no  stage  of  the  race  was  the  time  equal  to 
the  performance  of  Nelson  in  the  amateur 
race  of  the  same  distance  on  Thursday.  Col- 
gan, McLean,  Starbuck,  Gibson  and  Boake 
started,  Gibson  having  the  motorcycle  pace. 
Boake  had  triplets  and  tandems,  and  did  ex- 
ceptionally well.  It  was  plainly  seen  that 
Starbuck  was  not  in  his  old  form.  At  the 
fifteenth  mile  Gibson  led  Boake  by  two  laps, 
and  the  latter  lead  McLean  as  much.  At  .the 
twentieth  mile  the  Cincinnati  boy  was  a  mile 
ahead,  with  Boake  three-quarters  ahead  of 
McLean.     In  the  fifty-eighth  mile  Boake,  who 
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THREE  POINTS. 

There  are  three  essentials  to  desirabihty  in  weldless  cold-drawn 
steel  tubing — three  things  that  every  buyer  of  tubing  wants 
to  be  sure  about  before  he  places  his  order: 

QUALITY. 

In  the  first  place,  the  materials  from  which  the  tubing  is  made 
must  be  right  ;  the  process  by  which  it  is  made  must  be  right. 
Atlantic  Weldless  Cold-Draw^n  Steel  Tubing  is  made  from  the 
finest  open-hearth  steel  billets  that  can  be  bought. 
It  is  drawn,  cold  from  the  billet,  by  improved  processes,  and  is 
without  weld,  seam,  lap  or  joint. 

UNIFORHITY. 

In  the  second  place,  good  tubing  must  be  absolutely  uniform 
throughout.  In  strength,  finish,  gauge,  there  must  not  be  the 
slightest  variation  — every  foot  must  be  just  right. 
Atlantic  Weldless  Cold-Drawn  Steel  Tubing  is  as  near  perfec- 
tion in  this  respect  as  it  is  possible  for  anything  made  by 
mortal  to  be, 

PROMPTNESS   IN  DELIVERY. 

If  there  is  one  thing  above  another  that  a  manufacturer  must 
be  sure  about  in  placing  orders  it  is  promptness  in  delivery. 
His  entire  year's  plans  may  be  thrown  out  of  joint  by  failure 
of  his  materials  to  show  up  when  they  are  needed.  Atlantic 
Weldless  Cold-Drawn  Steel  Tubing  will  be  delivered  just  when 
we  say  it  will — you  can  depend  on  that. 

Atlantic  Weldless  Cold-Drawn  Steel  Tubing  is  made  in  all 
sizes,  for  all  purposes.  We  will  be  glad  to  tell  you  more 
about  it  if  you  will  write. 


ATLANTIC  TUBE  COHPANY. 


General  Offices, 

723=725    LIBERTY  AVENUE, 

PITTSBURG,  PA. 


Branch  Offices, 
NEW  YORK    AND   CHICAGO. 


Kindly    mention    Tlie    Wheel. 
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was  going  a  good  second,  had  his  wheel  give 
out.  Before  he  could  get  fixed  again,  Mc- 
Lean not  only  gained  his  lost  ground,  but  a 
little  more  besides,  which  gain  Boake  could 
not  reduce,  finishing  third  to  Gibson's  first 
and  McLean's  second,  Starbuck  trailing  in 
fourth. 

Gibson's  time  for  the  100  kilometer  was  2 
hours  15  minutes  12  1-5  seconds,  and  Mc- 
Lean's 2.23.4  1-5. 

SOME  SHORT  NOTES. 


•^••••C  i«*> 
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The  Saltonstall  trophy  falls  to  the  United 
States.  Out  of  the  fifty  points  awarded  for 
the  six  championship  events,  United  States 
secured  29;  England,  10;  Canada,  7;  Australia, 
3,  and  Scotland  1. 

The  meet  has  been  the  most  successful  ever 
held  in  every  way.  The  financial  success  has 
been  phenomenal,  a  safe  estimate  feeing  $3,000 
clear  for  the  L  C.  A.,  after  paying  all  ex- 
penses. Had  the  affair  been  a  financial  fail- 
ure, the  loss  would  have  fallen  upon  the  shoul- 
ders of  the  five  members  of  the  Board  of  Con- 
trol in  Montreal. 

The  banquet  to  the  I.  C.  A.  delegates  at  the 
Windsor  Hotel  on  Friday  night  was  one  of 
the  swell  social  functions  of  the  week. 

The  delegates  all  leave  to-night  by  special 
car  for  Gauanoque,  Ont.,  coming  down 
through  the  Thousand  Islands  to  Montreal 
by  boat  to-morrow. 

WITH  THE  R4CERS. 


The  L.  A.  W.  racing  representatives  had 
things  practically  all  their  own  way,  and  be- 
tween them  about  took  away  all  the  money 
offered,  the  Canadians,  McLeod,  McCarthy, 
Davidson,  Dunbar,  etc.,  being  outridden  by 
the  men  from  over  the  line. 

George,  the  South  African,  was  another  man 
who  got  into  too  fast  company.  He  had  his 
racing  wheel  stolen  about  a  week  ago,  and 
could  not  get  fitted  to  another,  to  which  he 
attributes  his  failures. 

Ben  Goodson,  of  Sidney,  Australia,  is  voted 
by  all  to  be  the  mosit  jovial  of  all  the  foreign 
racers  who  were  here.  He  trained  in  To- 
ronto. 

Taillandier,  the  French  champion,  did  not 
make  much  of  a  showing,  a  great  many  even 
thinking  he  is  a  quitter. 

Peabodj',  the  Chicago  boy,  is  a  clever  rider, 
and  won  many  friends.  Moran  from  Chel- 
sea looks  very  promising. 

Summersgill,  the  one-mile  champion,  has 
got  a  splendid  spurting  ability.  He  is  one 
of  the  showiest  riders  seen  on  the  track. 


Retainers  Are  in  Demand. 

That  manufacturers  have  started  in  earnest 
on  their  1900  goods  is  apparent  from  the  fact 
that  the  Sartus  Ball  Bearing  Co.,  manufac- 
turers of  the  well-known  Sartus  ball  retainer, 
have  received  large  orders  for  their  goods 
from  several  of  the  prominent  liicycle  manu- 
facturers. This  year  the  Sarins  retainer  is  be- 
ing made  in  any  metal  desired  in  sizes  to  meet 
all  requirements.  It  is  guaranteed  as  to  ac- 
curacy, and  possesses  the  advantage  of  being 
adapted  to  straight  or  curved  cones.  The 
simplicity  of  its  manufacture  enables  tlic  com- 
pany to  market  the  Sartus  at  a  low  price. 


STORY  or  A  FALLING  OUT. 


Why   the    Harmony   of    League    Loyalty    No    Longer 
Exists  in  the  Great  State  of  Ohio. 


4..... 


Cleveland,  Aug.  12. — One  of  the  latest  bul- 
letins issued  by  Chairman  Gerlach,  of  the  L. 
A.  W.  Racing  Board,  contains  the  following 
announcement:  "Charles  W.  Mears,  of 
Cleveland,  is  suspended  for  one  year,  by 
unanimous  vote  of  the  Racing  Board,  for  in- 
subordination of  racing  rules  at  Canal  Dover, 
July  4,  by  assuming  duties  of  referee  and 
ignoring  the  official  referee,  then  refusing  to 
enforce  rules  and  file  report  with  board  mem- 
ber Brigman." 

The  above  announcement,  which  prohibits 
Chief  Consul  Mears  from  officiating  at  track 
events,  has  caused  more  excitement  among 
local  and  State  racing  enthusiasts  than  any- 
thing of  its  kind  ever  before  promulgated. 
There  is  a  long  tale  back  of  it;  in  fact,  a 
whole  serial  story,  and  those  who  are  well 
acquainted  with  Mears  claim  that  "finis"  has 
not  yet   been   written. 

The  beginning  of  the  story  dates  back  to 
July,  1898,  when  Mears  was  a  candidate  for 
chief  consul  against  the  strongest  opposition 
ever  known  in  the  State.  Among  his  most 
eloquent  and  diplomatic  supporters  at  that 
time  was  James  A.  Sanford,  a  young  law  stu- 
dent. Later  the  two  became  strong  friends, 
Sanford  acting  as  the  chief  consul's  confidant 
and  advisor  at  all  times.  When  Keenan  was 
spoken  of  for  president,  Mears  became  his 
right-band  man,  and  it  is  generally  admitted 
that  the  Pittsburger's  election  was  due  almost 
entirely  to  the  success  of  Mears  in  swinging 
the  Western  States  to  his  solid  support.  The 
story  is  that  in  return  for  his  services,  Mears 
was  promised  almost  anything  on  the  slate 
and  that  he  set  his  eye  on  the  chairmanship 
of  the  Racing  Board.  Naturally,  "Mark  Han- 
na"  Sanford  felt  that  he,  too,  would  enjoy  a 
bite  of  the  plum,  and  it  was  arranged  that 
when  the  juicy  fruit  was  ready  to  drop,  that 
Sanford  should  continue  as  right  bower;  in 
short,  that  he  should  be  the  Mrs.  Mott  of  the 
Racing  Board  at  a  guaranteed  salary  of  $100 
per,  while  Mr.  Mears  was  to  be  the  real  head 
of  the  body  and  at  the  same  time  continue 
in  his  position  of  editor.  Visions  of  wealth 
floated  before  the  eyes  of  the  twain,  and  the 
"chickens"  were  counted  over  and  over  again 
before  the  eggs  were  laid,  much  less  hatched. 

But  the  best  of  plans  sometimes  miscarry. 
It  is  a  matter  of  common  history,  now,  how 
one  fine  day  last  fall  Mr.  Mears  packed  his 
grip  and  hied  himself  to  Pittsburg  to  receive 
the  ripe  plum  of  Racing  Board  chairman,  at 
the  hands  of  the  president;  also,  how  he  re- 
turned to  Cleveland  empty-handed.  Exactly 
what  happened  at  that  Pittsburg  conference 
has  never  been  made  public.  Some  there  are 
who  have  been  unkind  enough  to  say  that  Mr. 
Mears  was  turned  down.  Mr.  Mears  claims 
he  changed  his  mind  after  hearing  the  condi- 
tions imposed.  At  any  rate,  the  chairmanship 
went  to  another  State  and  Mr.  Sanford's  well- 
blown  bubble  busted.  His  only  chance  to  win 
fame  was  through  a  State  position  which  the 
chief   consul    could   give,    so   he   pulled   wires 
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for  the  State  handicappership,  but  here  again 
he  was  disappointed.  There  were  other  office 
seekers  who  had  claims  and  they,  too,  wanted 
a  position  with  "money  in  it."  In  despera- 
tion the  handicappership  of  Ohio  was  run 
through  a  chopping  machine  and  divided  in 
three  parts,  Sanford  being  given  jurisdiction 
over  the  northern  portion  of  the  State,  and 
also  made  chairman  of  the  Ohio  local  organi- 
zation committee.  But  even  these  two  posi- 
tions did  not  make  up  for  the  loss  of  the  Mrs. 
Mottship.  Gradually  Sanford  lost  interest  in 
State  affairs,  and  so,  some  months  ago,  came 
a  request  from  Mears  for  Sanford's  resigna- 
tion from  the  committee  position.  This 
caused  a  decided  breach  in  the  friendship  of 
the  two.  Since  then  Sanford  has  cast  his 
support  with  the  existing  Racing  Board, 
while  Mears  has  never  lost  an  opportunity  to 
criticise  the  moves  of  that  body. 

On  the  track  at  Canal  Dover  at  the  meeting  of 
the  State  Division  on  July  4,  there  was  a  clash 
which  was  witnessed  by  everyone  present,  but 
understood  by  few.  Out  of  courtesy,  and  in 
accordance  with  an  old  custom,  the  chief  con- 
sul was  asked  to  officiate  as  referee  the  open- 
ing day  of  the  meet.  According  to  the  L.  A. 
W.  racing  rules,  the  State  handicapper  is  the 
official  referee,  while  members  of  the  State 
Racing  Board  are  also  allowed  to  act.  This 
was  pointed  out  to  Mears  and  for  a  moment 
it  proved  a  stunner,  but  he  quickly  recovered 
himself,  and  calling  E.  S.  Kintz,  of  Akron, 
one  of  the  State  Racing  Board,  asked  him  to 
resign  for  the  day.  The  chief  consul  then 
proceeded  to  fill  this  vacancy  by  appointing 
himself,  and  took  charge  of  the  races.  Sev- 
eral times  Sanford  undertook  to  interfere  and 
made  himself  so  obnoxious  that  Mears  threat- 
ened to  have  a  policeman  eject  him  unless  he 
quieted  down. 

Mears  then  courted  trouble  by  refusing  to 
file  with  member  Brigman  the  official  pro- 
gramme of  the  ineet,  telling  that  gentleman 
to  look  to  Sanford  for  his  report.  Sanford  and 
Brigman  being  on  close  terms,  the  latter 
wrote  to  Chairman  Gerlach,  asking  him  to 
suspend  Mears.  It  is  said  that  Gerlach  re- 
fused to  have  anything  to  do  with  the  matter; 
at  any  rate  Brigman  called  for  a  mail  vote 
from  the  other  members  of  the  Board,  and  the 
matter  was  carried  over  Gerlach's  head. 

Just  what  action  Mears  will  take  is  ques- 
tioned, but  it  seems  quite  probable  that  he  will 
elect  to  cast  his  fortunes  with  the  N.  C.  A. 


Vale! 

Scorcher,  rest,  tliy  racing's  o'er. 
Sleep  the  sleep  that  knows  not  waking; 

Dream  of  bicycles  no  more. 
Tires  bursting,   records   breaking! 

When  you  got  your  fatal  fall, 

O'er  the  landscape  you  were  scattered; 
Still,  we  think  we've  got  you  all, 

Limbs  dismembered,   body  shattered. 

Scorcher,  rest,  thy  racing's  o'er, 
Dream  of  dodging  cars  no  more; 
Sleep  the  sicej)  lliat  knows  not  waking, 
'Tis  the  final  scorch  you're  taking. 
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Splnroller 


SOLVES  THE  CHAINLESS  PROBLEM. 


The  only  device  which  can  be  substituted  for  the  chain  without  loss  of 

power. No  noise,  no  jar  to  the  feet.      Minimum  of  friction  is  reached, 

consisting  only  of  contact  of  the  rollers,  which,  instead  of  rubbing,  turn  each 

other  slightly  in  opposite  directions.- We  can  quote  hundreds  who  say  the 

SPINROLLER  simply  runs  like  oil.     Every  manufacturer  should  be  interested. 


Address 


Spiitroller  €o.,  =   ii  6a$t  Hnnm,  -   Rochester,  n.  V, 


Kindly   mention   Tlie   Wheel. 
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QUALITY.         SEASON  of 

The  Best  in  the  World.         1900. 


FINISH. 

Of  Undoubted 

Superiority. 


Patented 


CAPACITY. 

f  ,000  Pairs  Per  Day. 


OUR  LINE: 

Single^Piece  Only 


in 


Plain  Varnish, 
Enamels,  Stripes 
and  Stains. 


See  That   Joint? 
It  holds  INDEPENDENT  OF  GLUE. 


WRITE  US 
FOR  SAMPLES. 


K.  &  C.  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  Ayer,  IMass. 


Kindly   mention  The   Wheel. 
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August  17, 


LINTON   WAS   GOOD. 


And    Being    So,   the    Hour    Figures    Were    Beaten 
by  Him  in  a  Very  Superior  Fashion. 

One  professional  championship  race  was 
run  at  two  miles  at  Wakham  on  Tuesday. 
The  first  heat  went  to  "Tom"  Cooper  by  a 
length,  Owen  Kimble  finishing  second  by  a 
length,  the  second  to  Jay  Eaton,  F.  A.  Mc- 
Farland  second  and  Earl  Kiser  third.  This 
being  the  fastest  heat,  Kiser  was  allowed  to 
ride  in  the  final.  In  the  final  "Tom"  Cooper 
squeezed  himself  out  of  a  pocket  in  the  back- 
stretch,  and  won,  with  jMcFarland  second  and 
Kiser  third. 

The  twenty-five-mile  paced  race  was  won 
by  Linton  in  42m.  41  l-5s.,  being  four-fifths 
of  A  second  under  Elkes'  record.  Linton  took 
the  lead  from  Burns  Pierce  in  the  seventh 
mile,  and  was  never  headed.  H.  E.  Caldwell, 
of  Manchester,  finished  second,  and  Burns 
Pierce  third.  Linton  kept  on  for  the  hour 
record,  and  he  succeeded  in  covering  34  miles 
1,633  yards,  beating  the  world's  record  by  410 
yards. 

TAYLOR'S  PLANS  AND  PROFITS. 


About   Fifteen  Thousand    Dollars    and    a    European 
Trip  in  Sight. 

The  end  of  Major  Taylor's  bout  with  the 
mile  record  is  not  yet.  His  manager,  "Birdie" 
Hunger,  is  scouring  the  East  now  for  a  new 
pacing  machine.  Stopped  in  the  midst  of  the 
aforesaid  scouring,  the  irrepressible,  non-ex- 
aggerative Birdie  found  time  to  say: 

"We  are  not  going  to  stop  this  record- 
breaking.  I  am  confident  the  Garfield  Park 
track  is  good  for  a  1.10  rate,  and  Taylor  can 
follow  it  even  at  that  high  speed.  We  are 
going  to  put  that  record  where  no  one  will 
be  able  to  touch  it. 

"Our  people  want  Taylor  to  make  a  tour 
of  the  world  this  fall,  going  to  England, 
France  and  other  European  countries,  and 
winding  up  in  Australia.  I  haven't  decided 
what  to  do  about  it  yet,  but  I  think  we  will 
go.  Taylor  is  only  20 — will  be  21  this  month — 
and  he  is  the  boy  who  can  do  the  record- 
breaking  if  anybody  can.  How  much  will  the 
Major  make,  eh?  Oh,  somewhere  about 
$15,000  is  in  sight  for  him  this  year." 


Port  Fractures  Record. 

Chicago,  Aug.  12.— C.  S.  Port,  paced  by  a 
gasoline  motor,  is  said  to  ha\e  broken  the 
three-mile  world's  record  at  the  Ravenswood 
track  this  afternoon.  The  time  was  as  fol- 
lows: First  mile,  1.41  3-5;  second  mile, 
1.38  2-5;  third  mile,  1.43;  three  miles,  5.03. 
The  American  record  was  held  by  "Jimmy" 
Michael  at  5.19  1-5,  made  at  Philadelphia,  in 
October,  1897.  The  world's  record  was  held 
by  A.  A.  Chase  at  5.08,  made  at  Crystal  Palace, 
London.  

Bald  and  a  Maybe  Bride. 

Just  prior  to  Eddie  Bald's  departure  for 
England  with  his  friend  Mr.  Tod  Sloan,  he 
gave  out  an  interview  as  to  what  he  thought 
of  American  racing  men,  etc.  Upon  the 
Riallo  another  interview  was  promulgated 
when  Aliss  Nellie  O'Neill  announced  to  a 
small  but  appreciative  audience  which  assem- 
bled in  front  of  the  Casino  that  she  had  fin- 
ally decided  to  abandon  the  ranks  of  stage 
misses  and  become  the  wife  of  Eddie  Bald. 
Miss  O'Neill,   say  the   gossips,   has  been   en- 


gaged to  marry  three  other  men  within  a 
period  of  just  six  months,  according  to  the 
best  chronological  data  obtainable,  but  as 
she  has  made  the  last  announcement  herself 
it  must  be  considered  official  and  taken  once 
and  for  all  as  so. 


Rich  Prizes  and  Fast  Course. 

The  Frontenac  Derby,  a  ten-mile  road  race 
over  the  Lakeside  Boulevard,  Syracuse,  will 
be  run  off  on  August  26,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Frontenac  Mfg.  Co.,  makers  of  the 
well-known  cycles  of  that  name.  It  is  in- 
tended to  make  this  an  annual  affair,  and  to 
that  end  the  management  have  been  more  than 
liberal  in  their  list  of  prizes  for  the  initial 
event.  Only  amateurs  under  L.  A.  W.  defin- 
ition are  eligible,  and  such  can  obtain  full 
information  regarding  the  race  'by  addressing 
C.  E.  Wood,  Frotenac  Mfg.  Co.,  Syracuse. 


First  of  the  Flock. 

The  Automobile  iCIub  of  America  was  in- 
corporated at  Albany, on  Tuesday.  The  direc- 
tors of  the  club,  whose  headquarters  will  be 
in  New  York  city, '  are  Frank  C.  HoUister, 
Charles  R.  Flint,  George  Moore  Smith,  Wins- 
iow  E.  Busby,  Whitney  Lyon,  George  F. 
Chamberlin,  Homer  W.  Hedge,  and  William 
Henry  Hall,  all  of  New  York,  and  V.  Evcrit 
Macy,  of  Scarborough  on  the  Hudson.  Ar- 
ticles of  incorporation,  which  are  brief,  specify 
that  the  objects  of  the  organization  are  "to 
maintain  a  social  club  devoted  to  the  sport  of 
automobilism  and  to  its  development  through- 
out the  country;  to  arrange  for  pleasure  runs, 
and  to  encourage  road  contests  of  all  kinds 
amona;  owners  of  automobiles." 


STILL  HOLDS  THEM. 


Sunday    Racing    Continues    to    Draw    the    Sporty 
Jerseyite 

The  usual  crowd  and  the  usual  spills  were 
part  of  the  performance  at  Vailsburg  on  Sun- 
day. The  former  numbered  close  to  4,000, 
the  latter  were  not  quite  so  numerous.  Young 
Downey  was  timed  five  miles  in  8m.  58  4-5s., 
and  is  said  now  to  be  booked  for  a  match  with 
Linton,  which  seems  rather  an  ambitious  un- 
dertaking for  one  barely  16  years  of  age. 

In  the  half-mile  professional.  Jay  Eaton  sur- 
prised many  of  his  fellow  townsmen  by  the 
neatness  with  which  he  defeated  the  cracks. 
Trailing  Walthour  and  Kimble  to  the  quarter, 
he  left  the  bunch,  and  sprinted  the  last  quarter 
alone,  with  the  two  riders  named  and  Mc- 
Farland  in  close  pursuit.  Walthour  gained 
S'teadily  in  the  stretch,  and  was  beaten  by  not 
more  than  a  yard,  while  the  wheels  of  Kimble 
and  McFarland  were  overlapping  his.  Eaton's 
time  for  the  last  quarter  was  26  l-5s. 

Twelve  riders  went  down  in  a  spill  in  the 
five-mile  handicap  for  amateurs,  but  no  one 
was  seriously  hurt.  The  spill  was  caused  by 
the  bursting  of  a  tire.  Jacobson  won  the 
race  from  Hunter  in  a  hard  finish. 


Two  Fires,  Neither  Very  Bad. 

The  building  in  Syracuse  occupied  by  the 
Hollenbeck  Saddle  Co.,  was  damaged  by  fire 
on  Tuesday  to  the  extent  of  $20,000.  Hollen- 
beck's  damages  were  $6,000,  fully  insured. 
The  fire  originated  by  the  crossing  of  electric 
wires. 

Factory  of  the  Hoffman  Bicycle  Co.,  Cleve- 


land, was  damaged  by  fire  on  Tuesday  to  the 
extent  of  $50,000.  Luckily  the  1900  models 
were  all  saved,  and  the  compiany  will  be  ready 
for  business  on  or  before  October  1. 


Garford  Goes  to  Europe. 

Mr.  Arthur  L.  Garford  sails  for  Europe. 
His  family  has  been  there  during  the  summer, 
and  he  goes  over  to  accompany  them  and  to 
bring  them  home.  His  stay  on  the  other  side 
will  be  very  brief. 


nXTlRES. 


L.  A.  w. 

AUGUST. 
18— Boston,  Mass.,  National  Meet. 
18 — Macon  Co.  Woodmen  Picnic  Assoc'n,  Decatur,  111. 
IS — Harrisburg  Driving  Association,  Harris'burg,  Pa. 
19— Lake  View  C.  C,  Merrill,  Wis. 
19 — ^Boston,  Mass.,  National  Meet. 
21 — ^Crow  and  Yost,   Catlettsburg,  Ky. 
23 — Providence,  R.  I.,  Crescent  Park  Track. 
26-^New  Bedford,  Mass.,  H.  F.  Morlock. 
26 — ^Caledonian  Club,  Wilkes  Barre,  Pa. 
26 — 'Berwick  Wheelmen,  Berwick,  Pa. 
30-^Wilkesbarre,   Pa.,  West  End  Wheelmen. 
31 — Wilkesbarre,   Pa.,  West  End  Wheelmen. 
iSEPTEMBER. 

2 — ^Tip  Top   Cycle  Club,  Akron,  Ohio. 

2 — Philadelphia,   Pa.,  Associated  Cycling  Clubs. 

4 — ^Lobdell  Cycling  Club,  Marietta,  Ohio. 

4 — H.  W.  Foltz,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

4— W.  H.   Little  and  H.  ,L.  Allison,   Keene,   N.  H. 

4— York  Wheeling   Club,   York,   Pa. 

4— Y.  M.  C.  A.  Wheel  Club,  Williamsport,  Pa. 

9 — ^Morris  Wheelmen,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
26 — ^Mineola,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  Alex  Sohwalbach. 
OCTOBER. 

4 — H.   A.   Keith,   Brockton,    Mass. 

5 — H.  A.  Keith.  Brockton,  Mass. 

6— H.  A.  Keith,  Brockton,  Mass. 

7— H.  A.  Keith,  Brockton,  Mass. 

N.  C.  A. 

AUGUST. 

19— Philadelphia:   Woodside   Park,    G.    F.   Wiese,    sec- 
retary. 

19— Manhattan   Beach,   N.    Y. :   Atlantic   Athletic  Asso- 
ciation, Al  Keeves,   secretary. 

19 — New    Brighton,    S.    I. :    Richmond    County   Wheel- 
men. 

20 — ^'ails'burgh,  N.  J. :  New  Jersey  Racing  Association. 

21 — New    York    City:    Berkeley    Oval,    Berkeley    Oval 
Association. 

22— Syracuse,    N.    Y. :   Highland  Athletic  Club,  Archie 
■Hughes,  secretary. 

24 — Asbury  Park,  N.  J.:  A.  A.   Zimmerman,  secretary. 

25 — ^Erie,   Pa. :   S.  W.  Ramsey. 

25-26— New   York   City:   Berkeley  Oval. 

26 — Philadelphia:  Woodside  Park  Track. 

26 — Bridgeport,   Conn.:   Pleasure   Beach,   L.   M.    Rich, 
manager. 

26 — ^Providence,  R.  I. :  Crescent  Park  Cycle  Track  As- 
sociation. 

27 — V'ails'burgh,  N.  J. :  New  Jersey  Racing  Association. 

28 — Trenton,    N.    J.:    Capital    Circle,    Brotherhood    of 
Union,   James   Eardley,   secretary. 

31— Buffalo,  iN.  Y.:  Buffalo  Athletic  Field. 
SEPTEMBER. 

1-2— Wilkes   Barre,   Pa.:   West  End  Wheel   Club,  J.   P. 

Hunter,   captain. 
4 — Vailsburgh,  N.  J. :  New  Jersey  Racing  Association. 
4— Red   Bank   N.  J.:   Red  'Bank  Wheelmen. 
4— Buffalo,   N.   Y. :   Ramblers'  Bicycle  Club. 
4 — Bridgeport,    Conn.:    Rambling   Wheelmen. 
6 — Philadelphia,    Pa.:    Woodside    Park,    G.    F.    Wiese, 

secretary. 
9 — Hazelton,    Pa.:    Hazelton    Athletic   Association,    J. 
Porter   Clark,    secretary. 

10 — Guttenburg,  N.  J.:  Gultenburg  Racing  Association. 

12 — Baltimore,    Md. :    National    Colosseum,    C.    Frank 
Eline,    secretary. 

14 — Washington,  D.  C. :  William  Jose,  secretary. 

16 — St.   Louis,  Mo. :  World's  Fair  Cycle  Racing  Asso- 
ciation. 

16— White  Plains,   N.   Y. :   White   Plains  Wheelmen. 

23 — St.    Louis,  Mo.:   \\'orld's   Fair   Cycle   Racing  Asso- 
ciation. 

30 — St.   Louis,   Mo.:   World's   Fair   Cycle  Racing  Asso- 
ciation. 

OCTOBER. 

14_\\-a,hington,    D.    C. :    Park    Bicycle    Club,    William 
Jose,  secretary. 
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Tr$  effective. 

Picks  up  your  wheel,  as  it 
were,  and  helps  you  to  pro- 
duce exactly  the  result 
everybody  is  striving  to 
obtain. 

m 

tucker  Rim 

embraces  everything  that  is 
graceful.  The  light-appear- 
ing effect  produced,  the  light 
weight  really  obtained  and 
the  general  trim  and  fashion- 
able appearance  are  EFFEC- 
TIVE. All  superfluous  wood 
is  eliminated,  and  yet  the 
maximum  of  strength  is  re- 
tained.    In  other  words, 

It's  Got  the  Wood  Where  You 
Want  It,  and  Hasn't  Got  It 
Where  You    Don't  Want   It 

That's  the  whole  thing  in  a 

nutshell. Why   buy    big, 

clumsy-looking  rims  when 
you  can  get  a  TUCKER 
RIM  for  the  same  money? 
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THE  TUCKER  BICYCLE 
WOOD  WORK  CO., 


URBANA,    OHIO. 


II 


IVEN-BRANDENBURG    CO., 

U.  S.  Selling  Agents. 


Kindly   mention   The   Wheel.  9 
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Accuracy 


p.f 


\ 


I 


in  the  execution  of  your  order 

Means  Satisfaction. 

We  have 
Everything  for  Bicycle 
Builders   and  Dealers, 

and  can  quote  you  prices 
that  will  interest  you.  .  . 

If  you  intrust  your  orders  to  us  they  will  be  cared  for 

with 

Promptness  and  Accuracy. 


Excelsior  Supply  Co. 

(Est.  1876) 

88=90  Lake  St.,  Chicago. 

Our  net  price-list,  pocket  edition,  mailed  on  application. 

Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 
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AUTOMOBILISM. 


♦•... 
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WIMON'S  NEW  ONE. 


Has    the    first    Real    Racing    Machine    Ever 

Seen    in    American    Automobil- 

ism. 

In  bicycle  construction  a  machine  which  is 
built  for  speed  is  lighter  and  less  strongly 
built  than  the  machine  built  for  rough  road 
work.  The  present  indications  are,  however, 
that  the  motor  carriage,  when  built  for  speed, 

.will,  like  the  locomotive  record  breakers,  be 

■  stronger  and  in   every  way  heavier  than  the 

■ordinary    machine. 

■  President    Winton,    of    the    Winton    Motor 
Carriage   Co.,    Cleveland,   has    recently    com- 

'  pleted  what  is  probably  the  first  motor  car- 
riage, designed  wholly  for  racing  purposes, 
ever  built  in  this  country.  Placed  beside  the 
ordinary  patterned  Winton  carriage,  the  racer 
is  a  perfect  monster,  being  heavier  and  larger 
in  every  way.  Winton's  latest  has  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  able  to  plow  through  a 
stone  fence  without  losing  a  spoke,  and  from 
tests  which  have  already  been  made  it  is  evi- 

'  dent  that  the  ordinary  rough  roads  have  little 
or  no  effect  upon  it.  The  tires  are  pneumatic, 
five   inches   in   diameter  and   so   resilient  that 

.jolts  and  jars  are  hardly  noticeable.  As  to 
the  weight  of  the  machine  and  the  horse 
power  of  the  motor,  these  are  points  which 
Mr:  Winton  appears  to  have  forgotten,  or 
perhaps  he  never  knew;  at  any  rate  they  are 
State  secrets. 

They  say  that  in  France  the  race  and 
record-breaking  enthusiasts  made  every  effort 
to  determine  the  horse-power  carried  by  their 
competitors,  and  if  they  learn  they  usually 
try  to  go  them  "one  better."  Perhaps  it  will 
come  to  that  in  this  country  some  day.  As 
to  the  speed  of  which  the  new  Winton  is  capa- 
ble, that,  too,  appears  to  be  unknown,  but 
The  Wheel  man  saw  a  little  brush-up  be- 
tween Mr.  Winton  and  a  suburban  electric  car 
the  other  evening  which  convinced  the  news- 
paper man  that  it  would  be  like  finding  money 
to  bet  on  the  hydro-carboner  against  anything 
short  of  the  Empire  State  express.  The  su- 
burban cars  out  of  Cleveland  are  of  the  most 
powerful  of  their  type,  and  have  a  maximum 
speed  of  about  thirty-eight  miles  an  hour;  on  a 
very  smooth  track  and  with  slight  down-grad:- 
they  can  even  go  better  than  that.  It  was  on  the 
new  five-mile  stretch  of  brick  pavement  east 
of  the  city,  and  the  car  passed  the  carriage 
traveling  at  a  very  fair  rate  of  speed.  The 
motorman  opened  up  and  shouted  a  challenge. 
For  half  a  mile  they  ran  even  at  the  car's  top 
speed  and  then  Mr.  Winton  put  on  his 
"sprint"  speed  and  the  carriage  simply  fiew 
away  from  the  astonished  motorman. 

On  Monday,  August  21,  Mr.  Winton  ex- 
pects to  start  from  Chicago  for  a  New  York 
record-breaking  trip,  and,  without  running 
after  dark,  he  expects  to  cover  the  thousand 
miles  in  five  days.  Later  he  will  probably  at- 
tempt a  trip  from  San  Francisco  to  New  Yo-'k. 


Mr.  Whitley  Likes  Them. 

William   N.   Whitley,   of  Springfield,   Ohio, 
has  of  late  been  thinking  seriously  of  engag- 


ing in  the  manufacture  of  automobiles,  just  as 
at  one  time  he  was  reported  to  have  been 
thinking  of  doing  the  same  thing  with  bicy- 
cles. Mr.  Whitley  says  he  believes  that  the 
field  for  the  horseless  one  is  practically  limit- 
less, and  that  the  manufacturers  who  get  into 
the  field  early  will  make  a  mint  of  money.  It 
was  that  way,  he  says,  in  the  bicycle  business. 
The  early  manufacturers  of  that  now  indis- 
pensable article  were  those  who  made  bar'-els 
of  money. 

FOR   BUSINESS   PEOPLE. 


Duryea    Has    Designed   This   Vehicle   for    Ordinary 
E very-day  Use  and  Requirements. 

Although  first  taken  up  by  enthusiasts  for  the 
novelty  and  pleasure  gained  therefrom,  a  large, 
and  immediate  growth  in  the  automobile  can- 
not fail  to  result  as  quickly  as  the  business 
world  awakens  to  the  economy  of  the  me- 
chanical motor  over  the  horse.  The  enthus- 
iast must  have  a  more  perfect  machine  to  meet 


each  day.  There  are  no  batteries  or  non- 
paying  load  to  handle,  and  over  hours  do 
not  tire  the  motor,  which  can  he.  started, 
driven  and  stopped  in  much  less  time  than 
the  horse  requires  for  the  same  operations, 
thereby  enabling,  it  is  claimed,  fully  50  per 
cent  more  work  to  be  done  in  the  same  time. 
This  permits  a  saving  in  operative  wages  as 
well  as  in  the  cost  of  maintenance. 

The  Duryea  is  quite  low,  so  that  the  oper- 
ator gets  in  and  out  easily  and  quickly.  It 
starts  quickly,  runs  forward  and  backward  at 
will,  can  be  loaded  from  front  or  rear,  and  is 
in  almost  every  way  a  most  handy  vehicle, 
besides  being  free  iro'xn  noise,  odor  and  vi- 
bration. The  six-horse-power  motor  gives 
ample  power  to  climb  steep  hills  or  traverse 
muddy  streets,  rendering  the  employment  of 
the  vehicle  practical  in  all  weather.  No  charg- 
ing station  is  required,  since  ordinai'y  stove 
gasoline  can  be  obtained  everywhere.  For 
long-distance  delivery  service,  such  as  is 
found  around  every  city,  this  vehicle  will  find 
a  large  and  immediate  demand,  while  the  ad- 
vertising resulting  from  its  use  will  largely 
repay  the  cost  of  the  first  vehicles  introduced. 


What  Detroiters  Will  Do. 

The  Detroit  Automobile   Co.  announces  its 
object  as   follows:     "The   manufacturing  and 


bis  whims  and  fancies  than  the  business  man, 
and  for  this  reason  many  buyers  among  the 
pleasure  hunters  are  inclined  to  wait  another 
year  or  two  in  the  hope  that  improvements 
will  repay  them  for  waiting.  The  business 
man  has  no  such  cause  for  delay.  If  the  ve- 
hicle will  do  his  work  at  less  cost  than  the 
horse  he  sees  an  immediate  and  constant 
saving,  and  proceeds  to  get  the  money-saver 
at  once.  To  such  users  of  light  delivery  ve- 
hicles, the  motor  delivery  van  now  being 
turned  out  by  the  Duryea  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Peoria. 
111.,  and  their  licensees,  the  Peoria  Rubber 
&  Mfg.  Co.,  will  be  of  considerable  interest. 
This  vehicle  weighs  about  8ii()  jjounds,  and  will 
carry  600  pounds  of  load.  A  gallon  of  gaso- 
line will  drive  it  twenty  miles,  and  it  needs 
very    little    attention    outside    of    oiling    once 


selling  of  automobile  vehicles,  .gasoline  en- 
gines, electrieal  appliances  and  other  articles 
incidental  to  or  convenient  for  use  in  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  said  vehicles,  en.gines 
and  appliances  and  the  acquiring  and  hold- 
ing of  property  rights  and  privileges  neces- 
sary or  convenient  for  carrying  on  the  busi- 
ness aforesaid."  The  capital  stock  is  $150,- 
000,  of  which  $15,000  has  been  paid  in.  The 
stockholders  are  all  Detroiters. 


Ten  Per  Day. 

The  Auto-Car  Company  has  been  formed  in 
Pittsburg,  and  an  application  will  be  made 
for  a  Pennsylvania  charter.  The  capital 
stock  will  be  $1,000,000.  It  is  the  intention 
of  the  new  company  to  absorb  the  Pittsburg 
Motor  Vehicle  Co. 
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EVERYTHING    FROM    EVERYWHERE. 
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Dixie  Hines  is  an  insurance  agent  in  Savan- 
nah. 


It    sometimes    curbs    a    fast    wheelman    to 
bridle  him. 


Tom   Roe   is  running  a  road-house   in   one 
of  Chicago's  numerous  suburbs. 


A  prudent  rider  is  like  a  tire  plug;  his  head 
prevents  'him  from  going  too  far. 


G.   G.    Meinell  is   enjoying  touring   around 
Buffalo   with  a  wheel  geared  to  147. 


James  Joyce,  Jr.,    George  H.    Day's  right- 
hand  man,  was  in  New  York  late  last  week. 


Some  men  in  rural  localities  are  so  lacking 
in  hospitality  that  they  won't  even  entertain 
an  idea. 


The  road  to  racing  fame  is  crowded  with 
men  who  have  become  discouraged  and 
turned  back. 


Mary  bought  a  little  wheel;  it  wabbled  so  at 
random  she  gave  it  up  and  coaxed  a  man  to 
haul  her  on  a  tandem. 


Fidelity  does  not  require  that  one  should 
throw  away  his  honesty  and  go  around  with 
his  friends  to  steal  horses. 

The  dog  days  and  the  dog  star  are  now 
due.  Some  riders  may  make  light  of  this 
star,  but  it's  really  Sirius. 


It  takes  little  planning  for  a  cycle  tour  to  . 
soon  teach  a  rider  that  dreams  and  weather 
predictions  usually  go  by  contraries. 


Probably  nothing  bores  a  man  more  than 
to  have  another  man  'begin  an  explanation 
of  something  in  cycling  he  was  just  going 
to  explain. 


Since  Al.  Weinig  forsook  cycling  for  pugi- 
lism he  is  like  a  whipped  rooster.  He  must 
keep  'body  and  soul  together  by  picking  up 
odd  scraps. 


There  is  at  least  one  thing  to  he  said  in 
favor  of  oil  for  street  sprinkling;  it  would 
probably  do  away  with  the  long  skirt  for 
street  wear. 

When  a  man  gets  it  into  his  head  that 
cycling  can't  gei  along  without  him  he  gen- 
erally makes  it  pretty  hard  for  cycling  to  get 
along  with  him. 


Tom,  Tom,  the  piper's  son,  he  stole  a  wheel 
and  away  he  run;  but  a  copper  fleet  young 
Tom  could  beat,  and  they  locked  him  up  in 
Mulberry  street. 

Ex-:Secretary  of  the  Cycle  Board  of  Trade 
Franks  is  promoting  a  photographic  show, 
to  he  held  in  Madison  Scjuare  Garden  during 
the  coming  winter. 


San  Francisco  is  beginning  to  talk  of  pro- 
viding bicycles  for  a  few  members  of  its  police 


force.     The   big   coast   city   is   still   somewhat 
behind  the  effete  East. 


Fame  is  a  sorry  jade.  This  from  a  Minne- 
apolis paper  proves  it:  "A.  A.  Hansen,  the 
Rainmaker,  who  shattered  the  1,000-mile  road 
record,  will  give  a  five-mile  exhibition  ride 
on  a  home  trainer  every  night  next  week,  at 
the  Wizard   Oil   Co.'s  pavilion." 


It  is  very  difhcult  to  please  Kansas  reform- 
ers.    After    succeeding    in    getting    an    anti- 
Kilts  Awheel. 

Something  new  in  female  cycle  costuming 
was  evidently  needed  to  supply  a  fillip  to  lag- 
ging interest.  Here  is  an  idea  introduced  on 
the   Coney   Island   cycle  path  by  a   Cleveland 


wheelwoman,  who  was  in  nowise  abashed 
by  the  excitement  she  and  her  bare  knees  com- 
bined to  create: 

"O  young  Lochinvar  has  come  out  of  the  West; 
Through  all  the  wide  border  his  steed  was  the  best, 
And,  save  his  good  broadsword,  he  weapons  had  none, 
For  he  rode  all  unarmed  and  he  rode  all  alone." 

—Scott. 

abbreviated  skirt  law  passed,  now  a  Syracuse, 
Kan.,  paper  is  demanding  that  women  be 
permitted  to  wear  bloomers  as  a  matter  of 
modesty  on  account  of  the  prevailing  high 
winds. 


A  nine-year-old  girl  in  New  York  stole  a 
bicycle  with  the  intention  of  selling  it  to  buy 
candy.  Old  tastes  are  still  strong,  it  appears, 
though  nowadays  one  would  expect  that  the 
child  criminal  would  be  more  apt  to  steal 
candy  for  the  purpose  of  selling  it  to  buy  a 
bicycle. 


Last  month  the  number  of  bicycles  entering 
Fairmount    Park,    Philadelphia,    was    124,671. 
During  the  month  of  July,   1898,   the  number, 
was  169,271.    This  shows  a  decrease  of  44,600, 


or  over  2(i  per  cent  for  this  year,  as  com- 
pared with  1808.  In  July,  1897,  158,236  wheel- 
men entered. 


The  report  of  Buffalo's  special  committee 
on  the  new  cycle  ordinances,  recommending 
that  the  speed  of  cyclists  and  all  vehicles  be 
restricted  to  eight  miles  an  hour,  instead  of 
ten,  on  all  streets  within  the  city  limits,  has 
been  adopted  unanimously  by  the  Board  of 
Councilmen. 


An  English  figure  twister  says  it  takes 
forty-six  times  as  much  dead  weight  of  mater- 
ial to  carry  a  man  on  a  railway  jis  /t  does  on 
a  bicycle.  A  railroad  car  capable  of  holding 
sixty  persons  would  weigh  about  70,000 
pounds,  or  1,167  pounds  to  the  passenger, 
while  a  modern  bicycle  seldom  weighs  more 
than  25  pounds. 


Chicago's  police  are  looking  for  a  young 
man  who  has  a  new  scheme  by  which  to  se- 
cure money.  He  drive's  away  with  a  rig,  it 
is  alleged,  which  does  not  belong  to  him, 
then  goes  to  some  bicycle  store  several  miles 
away,  rents  a  hicyc'le,  and  leaves  the  rig  as 
security.  He  has  never  returned  a  bicycle 
so  far  as  known. 


The  strife  for  novelty  is  now  something- 
fierce  in  wheel  club  circles.  The  Century 
Wheelmen  of  New  York  have  scheduled  a 
ladies'  and  babies'  run.  The  notice  thereof 
sent  to  members  contains  the  following: 
"We  know  the  fastest,  the  slowest  and  the 
best  long-distance  rider  of  our  club;  now  let 
us  see  who  has  the  most  babies." 


After  the  anti-cycling  select  council  of  Pitts- 
burg had  framed  and  passed  a  law  regulating 
cycling  in  the  city  of  hills,  clause  five  was 
found  to  read  in  this  fashion:  ":No  person 
over  the  age  of  14  years  shall  ride  upon  any 
bicycle,  tandem  or  tricycle  within  the  corpor- 
ate limits  of  said  'city  at  any  time  during  the 
day  or  night."  The  wise  legislators  now  do 
not  know  what  to  do  with  their  fool  ordin- 
ance. 


Milwaukee  is  said  to  want  the  League  meet 
of  1900,  and  to  enable  Milwaukee  to  get  what 
it  wants  the  Brewer's  association  has  form- 
ally voted  to  furnish  all  the  beer  necessary  in 
booming  Milwaukee  during  the  convention 
this  month  in  Boston.  July  18  will  be  Mil- 
waukee day  in  Boston  and  when  there  will 
be  a  big  clambake.  Milwaukee  beer  will  be 
on  tap,  and  will  be  set  up  free  of  charge  until 
the  thirst  of  the  crowd  is  satisfied. 


The  City  Council  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal., 
believes  that  progression  exists  in  retrogres- 
sing, and  has  therefore  rescinded  the  ordi- 
nance preventing  the  carrying  of  children 
upon  the  handle-bars  of  bicycles.  Evident- 
ly these  wise  legislators  have  acted  on  the 
theory  that  if  any  fond  parent  desires  to  kill 
his  or  her  offspring  by  perching  the  infant  on 
the  handle-bar  of  a  wheel,  the  law  and  Los 
Angeles  have  no  business  to  step  in  and  stop 
that  form   of  homicide. 
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WHAT  KNOWLEDGE  DOES. 


Compelling  Maker  and  Dealer  Each  Day  to  Become 
More  and  More  Careful  in  What  They  Sell. 


Perhaps  this  A.  B.  C.  combination  of  mak- 
ers and  the  uhimate  attempt  to  combine  in 
one  wheel  all  of  the  strikingly  good  qualities 
of  a  dozen  or  more  other  machines  may  not 
prove  such  a  bad  thing  for  the  agent  after  all. 
Take,  say,  twenty  cycle  salesmen,  selling 
practically  the  same  line  of  machines,  costing 
about  the  same  to  manufacture,  and  capable 
of  rendering  about  the  same  measure  of  ser- 
vice, each  of  the  twenty  will  present  to  the 
buyers  some  special  or  distinct  feature  in 
favor  of  his  particular  machine,  showing  why 
the  buyer  should  select  the  particular  one  in 
preference  to  all  others. 

The  question  the  agent  has  to  answer  is, 
what  wheel  in  the  twenty,  or  which  two,  three 
or  six  makes,  will  suit  his  class  of  trade  best. 
It  calls  for  no  small  degree  of  judgment  to 
select,  even  though  the  cycle  users  are  unable 
to  recognize  these  fine  distinctions.  These 
diversifications  of  style,  these  various  dis- 
tinctions, which  cycle  makers  create 
under  the  fever  of  competition  and 
the  stimulus  of  enterprise,  amount  to  a 
great  deal,  and  furnish  the  salesman  an 
argument.  But  sometimes  they  enable  a 
salesman  to  work  on  the  ignorance  or  lack 
of  perfect  acquaintance  on  the  part  of  the 
agent.  Ignorance,  greater  or  less,  is  the  pivot 
on  which  a  vast  amount  of  business  is  done. 
The  shrewd  salesman  guns  for  the  points  of 
ignorance  or  lack  of  information  in  his  buyer, 
and  takes  advantage  of  that  ignorance  or  lack 
of  familiarity  with  what  he  ought  to  know. 
Losses  in  the  cycle  business  result  oftener 
through  this  ignorance  than  through  legiti- 
mate competition.  Those  who  fail  are  vm- 
willing  to  recognize  this  fact,  but  shrewd 
salesmen  know  it  is  true. 

To  specify:  There  are  handlers  of  bicycles 
whom  salesmen  of  certain  lines  of  machines 
would  not  waste  carfare  going  to  see  nor 
waste  postage  stamps  in  writing  to,  because 
they  know  they  are  fully  posted  on  all  the 
innumerable  fine  points,  invisible  points  that 
must  be  understood.  There  are  other  agents 
whom  salesmen  can  pounce  on  and  make  sales 
"dead  easy,"  and  sell  what  they  know  is  not 
to  the  best  interests  of  their  customers  to 
buy. 

The  purpose  of  these  observations  is  to  em- 
phasize the  importance  of  cycle  dealers  know- 
ing not  only  the  ability  of  their  customers  to 
pay,  but  the  fine  distinctions  in  the  various 
makes  of  machines  offered  to  them  to  cover 
their  floors  with.  This  may  seem  unimport- 
ant. The  maker  may  say  that  all  he  has  to  do 
is  to  -make  a  sale  and  not  lose  a  customer. 
True,  so  far  as  it  goes,  but  this  leads  to  a 
wider  field. 

The  users  of  bicycles  are  being  rapidly  edu- 
cated up  to  a  knowledge  of  these  distinctions, 
and  if  the  agents  don't  keep  pace,  they  will 
lose  customers.  Users  compare  notes.  Every 
bicycle,  surrey  or  road  wagon  bought  in  a 
farming  community,  for  example,  leads  to 
enough  talk  among  neighboring  farmers,  in 


the  way  of  comparisons,  observations  and 
criticisms,  to  fill  a  book,  and  every  such  sale 
educates  the  narrow  circle  of  farmers  a  notch 
higher.  It  would  surprise  some  manufac- 
turers and  agents  to  know  how  minutely  and 
correctly  their  work  is  gone  over  and  criti- 
cised. The  name-plate  is  on  trial,  and  the  trial 
is  a  severe  and  impartial  one.  V.  H.  M. 


SMALL,  BUT  STRONG. 


Two  Wrenches  Which  Will  Do  the  Work  and  Stand 

the  Wear. 

The  Frank  Mossberg  Co.,  Attl&boro,  Mass., 
has  recently  acquired  the  sole  agency  for  the 
Mossberg  bicycle  wrench  here  shown. 


Fig.  1 


Figure  1  shows  the  wrench  two-thirds  size, 
made  entirely  from  sheet  steel  specially  pre- 
pared for  the  purpose.  The  two  sides  are 
made  from  one  punching  folded  over,  leav- 
ing a  space  for  an  opening  between  the  two 
sides  for  the  sliding  jaw.  A  loose  piece  is 
fitted  in  between  the  two  sides  to  form  the 
outer  jaw,  which  piece  is  riveted  and  'braced, 
uniting  the  two  sides  firmly  together.  The 
sliding  jaw  is  made  from  a  punching  recessed 
out  in  a  milling  machine.  The  sliding  jaw 
is  united  to  the  threaded  shank  by  means  of 
a  dove-tail  connection,  not  shown  in  the  cut. 
After  the  wrench  is  finished  it  is  carefully 
case-hardened,  resulting  in  what  is  claimed  by 
the  maker  to  be  the  strongest  and  lightest 
of  wrenches.  Figure  2  shows  another  con- 
struction of  same  wrench  two-<thirds  size.  This 
is  a  more  recent  pattern,  and  has  been  more 
especially  designed  for  cyclists.  It  is  not  only 
strong  and  durable,  but  it  is  claimed  that  it 
is  the  smallest  wrench  of  the  same  capacity 
now  on  the  market.     It  can  be  easily  carried 


in  the  pocket,  and  is  made  from  specially  pre- 
pared sheet  steel,  carefully  case-hardened,  the 
same  as  Figure  1.  These  wrenches  arc  fur- 
nished cither  nickel-plated  or  blued. 

Might  Be  Induced  to  Leave  Chicago. 

Oshkosh,  Wis.,  has  a  board  of  trade,  and 
tliat  body  has  received  this  letter  from  a  Chi- 
cago concern: 

Gentlemen — We  take  the  liberty  of  address- 
ing you  relative  to  the  following  proposition, 
and  we  are  desirous  of  changing  the  location 
of  our  factory,  and  to  oibtain  the  best  in- 
ducements possible  for  the  size  of  our  pay- 
roll and  the  business  that  we  can  ofTer  your 
city.  We  are  positive  that  your  community 
would  be  largely  benefited  by  a  plant  of  our 
kind  and  size.  We  are  at  present  making  ar- 
rangements to  add  the  motor  vehicle  business 
to  our  line,  which  will,  without  a  doubt,  in- 
crease the  number  of  employes. 

We  have  several  offers  from  difTerent 
cities  and  trust  that  you  will  take  our  prop- 
osition up  promptly,  as  our  dull  season  is  now 
on,  and  we  desire  to  get  settled  early  this 
fall.  We  invite  your  investigation  as  regards 
the  above  statement  of  our  business. 

We  would  like  to  know  the  amount  of 
bonus  you  would  give,  and  a  statement  as  to 
cost  of  gas,  water,  coal,  electricity,  general 
freight  rates  to  Chicago  and  New  York,  taxes 
and  population. 

We  would  probably  bring  with  us  twenty- 
five  skilled  workmen.  We  would  employ 
local  help  to  complete  our  list  of  employes. 

Estimated  pay  roll  for  year  ending  October 
7,  1899,  $100,000. 

Estimated  number  of  wheels  built  in  year 
ending  October  7,  25,000. 

Num'ber  of  employes  in  factory,  200. 

'Number  of  employes  in  office,  10. 

We  would  need  at  least  35,000  square  feet. 
•    We  would  want  to  be  near  railroads. 

We  would  want  to  be  near  residences. 

We  would  want  natural  or  city   gas. 

We  would  want  good  shipping  facilities. 

We  would  want  a  factory  and  site. 

We  would  want  a  cash  bonus. 

Our  present  plant  is  a  very  large  one  and 
an  expensive  one  to  move.  Forty  per  cent 
of  our  product  would  probably  go  to  Chicago 
and  40  per  cent  to  New  York.  The  balance 
would  be  scattered  all  over  the  globe. 

Kindly  let  us  hear  from  you  as  soon  as 
possible  in  regard  to  above  proposition,  and 
oblige.  Very  truly  yours. 

Where  Rubber  Conies  From. 

This   country  buys  half  of  its  rubber   from 

Brazil,    one-fourth     from     England     and     the 

other    fourth    from   various    countries,    as    the 

following  table   shows: 

1896.  1897.  1S9S. 

From                                 Pounds.  Pounds.  Pounds. 

United    Kingdom 5,696,039  7,962,039  10,853,611 

Germany  1,061,015  1,289,577  1,716,521 

Other      European      coun- 
tries    2.319,278  4,166,474  5,504,449 

Central  America  1,127,580  1,014,630  1,205,490 

Mexico    114,010  113.976  192,122 

West  Indies  39,103  17,795  35,327 

Brazil     21,933,727  25,744,128  22,287,508 

Other     South     American 

countries    1  2S3,927  1,357,964  1,723,189 

East  Indies  471,378  468,276  673.184 

Africa     3,228  10,960  7,1&2 

Other  countries  10,624  13,307  57,463 

Total    34,059,909    42,159,126    44,256,026 

Clipper  Plans  and  Prices. 

The  Clipper  People  will  feature  a  light 
chainlcss  another  season.  It  will  weigh  not 
to  exceed  22  pounds,  and  will  sell  at  $75.  The 
regular  road  chainless  model  will  sell  at  $65. 


1899. 
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SPRING  FRAME  DimClLTIES. 


What  an  Expert  Declares  Some  of  Them  to  Be  When 
Sought  for  in  Cycle  Construction. 


♦•••• 


Editor  of  The  Wheel:  At  the  risk'  of 
bringing  upon  my  ill-thatched  head  a  flood  of 
protests,  I  want  to  say  a  few  things  regarding 
spring  frames  in  response  to  a  writer  in  The 
Wheel,  who,  some  time  since,  took  occasion 
to  announce  that  the  making  of  a  satisfactory 
spring-framed  bicycle  was  by  no  means  as 
difficult  a  job  as  most  people  thought  it  to  be. 
In  this  I  think  he  sadly  underestimates  the 
extreme  difficulty  of  making  a  spring  device 
that  shall  propei'Iy  absorb  the  vibration;  and 
until  a  clear  conception  of  the  ideal  to  be 
aimed  at  is  got  by  inventors  and  designers, 
no  satisfactory  practical  device  can  be  ex- 
pected. 

An  ideal  spring  frame,  according  to  my 
ideas,  is  one  which  will  (1)  allow  the  centre 
of  gravity  of  the  machine  and  rider  to  move 
with  uniform  speed  without  rising  and  falling 
as  the  wheel  moves  over  the  humps  and  hol- 
lows of  the  road.  It  should  also  (2)  be  such 
that  the  work  of  propelling  the  machine  over 
a  rough  road  is  not  very  much  greater  than 
that  required  over  a  good  smooth  surface. 
The  mechanism  necessary  to  realize  the  one 
condition  is  quite  different  from  that  required 
for  the  other. 

Briefly,  there  will  be  no  loss  of  energy  due 
to  unevenness  of  the  road  surface  if  the  tire 
can  adapt  itself  instantaneously  to  the  inequal- 
ities. Thus,  speed  is  an  essential  factor  in  the 
problem,  and  so  is  the  weight  of  that  part  of 
the  bicycle  which  receives  vertical  motion 
due  to  the  inequalities.  At  very  low  speeds 
the  loss  of  energy  due  to  unevenness  of  road 
surface  is  small;  at  higher  speeds  the  pneu- 
matic tire,  with  only  a  fraction  of  an  ounce 
weight  of  its  cover,  moved  vertically  by  the 
inequality,  compares  favorably  with  a  solid 
tire  in  which  the  vertical  motion  may  be  par- 
tially communicated  to  the  wheel  and  frame. 
Generally  speaking,  the  weight  of  the  appar- 
atus between  the  spring  device  and  the  point 
of  contact  of  the  tire  with  the  ground  should 
be  as  small  as  possible.  If  springs  had  no 
"hysteresis"  loss,  spring  wheels  would  be  bet- 
ter in  principle  than  spring  frames,  and  in 
practice,  if  the  bicycle  is  always  to  be  used 
on  bad  roads,  the  spring  wheel  may  actually 
be  better  than  the  spring  frame. 

To  realize  the  first  condition,  horizontal 
motion  of  the  centre  of  gravity  as  the  bicycle 
moves  over  an  undulating  surface  is  the  diffi- 
cult part  of  the  problem.  Most  critics  do  not 
seem  to  appreciate  the  tremendous  difference 
there  is  in  the  nature  of  various  kinds  of 
springs,  but  write  as  if  anything  that  yielded 
could  be  applied  in  a  spring  frame.  A  pneu- 
matic tire,  or  inflated  ball,  yields  when  pres- 
sure is  applied,  but  is  about  the  worst  form  of 
spring  that  could  be  used  in  a  spring  frame. 
An  ordinary  spiral  spring,  or  a  flat  coach 
spring,  is  not  very  much  better.  It  is  evident 
that  if  the  frame  has  to  move  always  at  the 
same  level,  the  supporting  force  from  the 
wheel-axle  must  always  remain  the  same,  how- 
ever the  wheel  be  jumping  up  and  down. 


If  a  play  of,  say,  one  and  a  half  inches  is 
to  be  given  to  the  wheel,  the  spring  should 
be  designed  so  that  in  its  longest,  middle  and 
shortest  length  it  sustains  practically  the  same 
load;  in  other  words,  a  small  increase  or  de- 
crease from  the  normal  load  should  send  the 
spring  from  one  stop  to  the  other.  In  practice 
a  variation  of  5  to  10  per  cent  may  be  allowed 
in  the  load  supported  by  the  spring  in  its  ex- 
treme positions.  If  a  plain  spiral  spring  be 
used,  it  would  have  to  be  stretched  or  com- 
pressed fifteen  inches  from  its  unstrained  posi- 
tion to  give  a  play  of  one  and  a  half  inches 
with  10  per  cent  increase  of  load.  A  spring 
made  from  a  thin,  flat  bar  of  steel,  slightly 
bent,  and  loaded  at  the  ends  like  a  column,  is 
the  simplest  solution.  A  combination  of  spiral 
springs  and  linkwork  might  give  a  satisfactory 
practical   solution. 

But  even  having  designed  a  spring  with  the 
properties  described  above,  you  are  met  with 
another  difficulty,  viz.,  the  load  on  each  wheel 
changes  with  every  change  of  rider,  and  with 
every  change  of  each  rider's  position.  A 
mechanism  would  have  to  be  added  to  make 
the  same  spring  support  a  different  load  under 
the  same  conditions  as  before.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  a  spring  gear  could  be  designed 
with  the  above  properties,  but  it  may  be  long 
before  the  combination  of  ability  to  design, 
money  to  meet  expenses  of  experiments  and 
business  energy  to  exploit  the  gear  commer- 
cially, be  made.  R.  E.  L. 

Only  One  Week  This  Year. 

Worcester,  Mass.,  Aug.  14. — ^The  Iver  John- 
son Arms  &  Cycle  Co.,  Fitchburg,  have  re- 
sumed work,  after  a  week's  shutdown,  to  allow 
employes  a  short  holiday.  It  has  been  custo- 
mary for  this  concern  to  shut  down  for  two 
weeks  in  hot  weather,  but  this  year,  on  ac- 
count of  unusually  good  business,  only  one 
week  was  dropped.  W.  S.  Johnson  says  that 
the  (bicycle  business  is  practically  flat  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  though  the  1900  wheel  de- 
sign has  been  completed  and  is  a  "dandy." 
There  are  many  improvements  over  this  year's 
design,  which  will  place  the  Iver  Johnson 
wheel  further  in  advance  of  its  nearest  com- 
petitor than  ever.  The  bicycle  department 
will  be  started  on  full  time  October  1,  and  a 
long,  busy  season  is  looked  for. 


NEWS  FROM  RICHMOND. 


Henley  lias  His  Plans,  Models  and  Plant  All  Ready 
for  the  Rush. 

The  Henley  Bicycle  &  Roller  Skate  Works, 
Richmond,  Ind.,  are  already  in  the  field  with 
some  of  their  1900  models.  'Mr.  Henley  says 
the  company's  sales  of  bicycles  have  been  more 
than  satisfactory,  despite  the  fact  of  an  output 
larger  this  season  than  for  the  past  three  years, 
and  -while  he  intends  pursuing  the  cycle  mak- 
ing branch  of  his  business  on  the  same  con- 
servative 'lines  as  heretofore,  he  anticipates 
a    largely   increased   business    for   1900.       In- 


stead of  cheapening  the  grade  of  Henley  bi- 
cycles to  conform  to  reduced  prices  thereof, 
he  has  fully  maintained  their  high  standard, 
believing  it  most  conducive  to  his  best  inter- 
est, and  to  the  permanent  business  he  has 
established  in  this  line  of  goods,  to  produce 
machines  of  high  character.  Having  always 
been  on  the  market  with  high-grade  and  pop- 
ular goods  in  his  other  lines  of  manufacture, 
he  will  continue  to  pursue  the  same  course 
with  the  cycle  branch  thereof.  Mr.  Henley 
says  he  has  made  and  sold  many  thou- 
sands of  pairs  of  skates  to  rinks  in  all  parts 
of  the  country  during  the  season  just  'Closed, 
and  although  very  early  to  talk  about  business 
for  the  coming  year,  the  inquiries  coming 
in  and  the  orders  now  being  booked  for  skates 
for  new  rinks  indicate  a  rush  for  these  goods 
when  the  season  fairly  opens  that  will  prob- 
ably exceed  anything  known  before  connected 
with  this  business.  Cycle  agents  can  find 
in  the  Henley  roller  skate  a  good  selling  side- 
line for  those  months  in  which  cycle  selling  is 
not  as  brisk  as  they  would  like  to  see  it. 


Already  a  Success. 

Judd,  Leland  &  Stevens  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Clif- 
ton Springs,  N.  Y.,  will  for  the  coming  sea- 
son add  a  number  of  valuable  improvements 
to  their  already  excellent  line  of  pumps  and 
oilers.  Last  year  was  the  company's  first 
attempt  to  cater  to  the  cycle  trade.  "The 
wisdom  of  this  side  venture,"  said  Mr.  Le- 
land, to  The  Wheel's  representative,  "has 
been  proven.  It  is  now  a  demonstrated  suc- 
cess. Our  encouragement  has  been  substan- 
tial; so  much  so  that  it  will  be  our  aim  this 
year  to  reap  a  larger  harvest,  a  greater  portion 
of  our  esteemed  patrons'  trade,  and  augment 
the  number  by  giving  them  good  salable 
goods,  prompt  shipments,  courteous  treat- 
ment, and  last,  but  not  least,  seductive  prices, 
commensurate   with   quality   of   goods." 


Well  Spoken  of  By  All. 

Among  the  conspicuous  manufacturing 
concerns  of  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  are  Frey  & 
Bowen.  Intelligent  and  diligent  application 
to  those  matters  appertaining  to  their  own 
affairs  has  enabled  them  in  the  short  space 
of  four  years  to  come  to  the  front  and  occupy 
a  position  second  to  none  in  their  line  of  man- 
ufacture. Their  product  is  well  and  favorably 
known  throughout  the  marts  of  cycle  trade, 
and  commands  the  attention  it  so  well  merits. 
This  energetic  concern  will  this  season  en- 
gage in  making  spokes  for  automobiles. 
Those  desiring  a  good  and  reliable  article  in 
this  line  will  be  consulting  their  best  interests 
in  getting  in  touch  with  this  firm. 


All  Ready  for  Business. 

The  Buffalo  Cycle  Supply  Co.  have  fully  re- 
covered from  the  disastrous  fire  that  destroyed 
their  plant,  and  are  now  located  on  the  corner 
of  Washington  and  Carlton  streets.  The 
phoenixified  company  will  confine  their  sole 
efforts  this  year  to  seat-posts,  handle-bars  and 
horseless  carriages.  The  latter  will  be  run 
by  gasoline,  and  will  weigh  600  pounds  and 
be  ready  for  the  market  in  September. 


Rushed  to  the  Limit. 

Gould's  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Seneca  Falls,  are  in 
receipt  of  so  many  orders  for  their  popular 
line  of  goods  that  they  are  compelled  to  run 
night  and  day  to  keep  the  pace  of  produc- 
tion within  hailing  distance  of  demand. 
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MORE  THAN  PLEASED. 


Elmer     Pratt     Declares     He     Has     Never    Seen 

Such    Perfect    Gears    as    These 

Are. 

J.  Elmer  Pratt,  one  of  the  Clipper  people, 
says  that  the  Leland-Faulconer  bevel-gears 
for  bicycles  are  the  finest  that  ever  happened. 
J.  Ehncr  ought  to  know,  for  the  Clipper 
people,  of  wliich  he  is  one,  have  put  out  a  very 
large  number  of  chainless  wheels  during  the 
past  two  years,  and  certainly  no  chainless 
wheels  ever  gave  better  satisfaction  for  smooth 
running  qualities  than  these  same  Clippers. 
The  rapid  Grand  Rapiders  have  used  nearly 
every  make  of  gears  produced  in  this  country, 
and  have  spent  thousands  of  dollars  in  various 
experiments,  only  to  result  in  their  determin- 
ing for  the  coming  season  that  they  will  prob- 
ably use  Leland-Faulconer  gears  almost  ex- 
clusively. iVIr.  Pratt  had  just  returned  from 
the  factory  of  the  Detroit  concern,  and  he 
was  fairly  bubbling  over  with  enthusiasm  at 
the  sights   he   had  seen. 

"Why.  do  you  know,"  said  he  to  The 
Wheel  man,  "those  people  generate  gears 
that  are  so  nearly  absolutely  perfect  that  they 
are  not  practical  for  use  in  a  bicycle.  As- 
tonishing, but  it's  a  fact.  The  best  frame- 
builders  and  the  most  accurate  jigs  in  the 
country  can't  build  a  frame  perfect  enough 
to  take  a  set  of  those  gears,  and  the  result  is 
that  after  they  have  been  first  generated,  they 
are  obliged  to  go  over  them  again  and  make 
imperfections  enough  to  allow  for  the  deflec- 
tions in  the  frame.  It's  the  first  time  I  ever 
heard  of  people  furnishing  us  with  material 
which  was  too  accurate.  The  Leland-Faul- 
coner gear  generator,  which  was  described 
and  illustrated  in  a  recent  issue  of  your  paper, 
is  one  of  the  most  marvelous  inventions  of  the 
age,  and,  in  my  opinion,  some  of  these  other 
people  who  are  making  gears  are  simply  'not 
in   it.' 

"Another  thing,  those  people  are  advertising 
their  gears  in  the  right  way,  and  although  it 
may  seem  foolishness  to  make  such  a  noise 
about  gears  just  now,  I  will  venture  to  pre- 
dict that  before  another  season  has  elapsed 
riders  will  be-  asking  for  and  insisting  on 
Leland-Faulconer  gears,  just  as  they  now  de- 
cline to  accept  any  but  certain  tires,  saddles, 
etc." 


Rules  of  the  Road. 

The  rule  of  the  road  for  drivers,  pedestrian.-; 
and  wheelmen  to  "turn  to  the  right"  is  one 
long  established  by  popular  usage.  It  is  not 
Icgjilly  suspended  in  New  York,  but  is  supple- 
mented by  other  rules  intended  to  prevent  ac- 
cidents and  to  lessen  the  dangers  of  street 
crossings.  One  of  these  is  the  ordinance 
which  provides  that  "no  person  upon  turning 
tht  -corner  of  any  street  in  the  city  of  New 
York  shall  ride  or  drive  any  horse  or  horses 
with  greater  speed  than  at  the  rate  of  three 
miles  an  hour,  under  penalty  of  $3,"  to  be  re- 
covered from  the  owner  or  driver. 

Another  provision  of  law,  a  statute,  not  an 
ordinance,  defines  the  disputed  right-of-way 
question.  It  is  a  section  of  the  New  York  City 
charter  and  declares  that  the  fire  department, 
with  apparatus  of  any  kind,  is  to  have  the  right 
of  way  going  to  any  fire  in  any  highway, 
street  or  avenue  over  and  before  vehicles  of 
every  kind,  except  those  carrying  the  United 
States  mail. 

The  authority  of  the  United  States  is  pre- 


eminent, and  the  mails  carried  under  their  au- 
thority have  the  right  of  way  even  ahead  of 
fire  engines,  but  subject  to  this  exception: 
"Any  person  in  or  upon  any  vehicle  who  shall 
refuse  the  right  of  way  or  in  any  way  obstruct 
any  fire  apparatus"  on  the  streets  of  New  York 
is  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  is  amenable 
to  punishment  on  conviction  either  by  fine  or 
imprisonment. 

Coming  from  a  fire,  engines  have  no  right 
of  way.  It  is  accorded  to  ambulances,  police 
patrol  wagons  and  street  cars  in  the  order 
named. 


Texas  A.  D.  1899. 

Away   down   on   the   Brazos, 
Where  the  cotton  grows  so  tall 

That    the    pickers    pick    with    airships 
Or  they  cannot  pick  at  all, 

A  group  of  men  had  gathered 
On  a  somewhat  sudden  call. 

'Twas  early  in  the  morning — 
Such  a  morning  as  nowhere 

On  earth   except  in  Texas 
Has    that    quality   of   air 

Which  makes  man's  moral  nature 
Seem  to  want  to  act  more  square. 

The  group  had  come  together 
At  the  meeting  of  the  ways, 

With  a  party  in  the  middle 

Whom  they  didn't  stop  to  praise. 

As  they  tied  him  with  a  tether 
And   tendered  him  a  raise. 

The  last  sad  rites  were  over. 
When  a  stranger  passed  that  way, 

Who  was  very  quick  to   notice 
That  the  deuce  had  been  to   pay, 

And  the  party  who  bad  paid  it 
Didn't  have  a  word  to  say. 

"Stealin'   bosses?"   asked   the   stranger, 
As  he  turned  upon  his  heel. 

And  nodded  toward  the  swinger. 
"Well,  not  hardly,"  said  Tough  Teal; 

"Thar  ain't  a  boss  in  Texas — 
The  snoozer  stole  a  wheel." 


Heads  and  Head  Gear. 

It  is  quite  the  fashion  for  young  wheel- 
women  beyond  city  limits  to  ride  bareheaded. 
The  idea  is  excellent,  unless  one  is  afraid  of 
sunstroke;  but  then,  these  d-amsels  are  gener- 
ally seen  at  a  time  o'  day  when  that  orb  of 
heat  and  light  no  longer  afflicts  them.  The 
coolness  of  the  thing  is  its  chief  advantage, 
but  some  of  the  heads  of  hair  thus  exposed 
are  really  lovely  to  behold,  with  brown  and 
golden  strands  flying  out  in  the  breeze,  while 
the  riders  dash  along. 

Of  course,  this  hatless  privilege  is  reserved 
for  country  roads,  though  the  other  night, 
while  going  through  the  park,  it  was  noticed 
that  every  wheelwoman  seemed  to  be  carrying 
her  head  gear  on  the  handle-bar.  In  the  coun- 
try, a  girl  can  jump  on  her  wheel  and  rush 
ofif  to  the  village  post  office  and  be  back  again 
before  one  can  say  Jack  Robinson. 

She  doesn't  stop  to  put  on  her  hat,  but  out 
she  flies  on  the  wing,  as  it  were,  to  catch  the 
early  bird,  or,  rather,  the  early  mail,  and  this 
independence  of  action  comes  so  naturally  she 
cannot  realize  what  the  freedom  is  doing  for 
her  health,  or  how  lucky  she  is  to  live  in  the 
jjresent  era! 


Passing  of  the   Saddle. 

Detroit.  Aug.  14. — The  work  of  removing  tlu' 
Wheeler  Bicycle  Saddle  Co.  is  now  going  on. 
The  Wheeler  concern  is  now  a  part  of  the 
American  Saddle  Co.  The  iron,  the  machin- 
ery and  the  leather  department  will  be  taken 
to  Wcstboro,  Mass.,  and  the  woodwork  de- 
partment to  Elyria,  Ohio.  Only  three  out  of 
the  original  six  factories,  it  is  reported  here, 


will  be  run.    .The  third  is  the  Prince  &  Fulnier 
plant  at  Reading,  Pa. 

It  is  very  strongly  intimated  in  Detroit  that 
the  works  now  being  abandoned  by  the 
Wheeler  people  will  be  shortly  re-occupied, 
not  by  the  Wheeler  saddle  concern,  for  that  is 
in  the  trust.  It  is  known  here  that  B.  F. 
Wheeler,  the  inventor  of  the  Wheeler  saddle, 
has  recently  taken  out  two  new  patents,  and 
he  is  not  in  the  saddle  business  for  fun.  He 
is  building  a  residence  and  intends  remaining 
in  Detroit. 


A.  B.  C.  Men  Buying  Seat-Posts. 

A  good  thing,  properly  exploited,  generally 
succeeds.  The  success  of  the  Watson  adjusta- 
ble seat-post  is  another  evidence  of  the  fact. 
By  the  use  of  this  post  the  saddle  height  can 
be  instantly  raised  or  lowered,  or  the  saddle 
and  post  can  be  removed,  for  the  non-accom- 
modation of  the  bicycle  thieves.  Mr.  Cran- 
dall,  of  the  Watson  Company,  informs  The 
Wheel  that  he  has  closed  large  contracts 
with  four  bicycle  makers  in  the  A.  B.  C. 


Do  You  Need  Western  Representation? 

C.  K.  Anderson,  lti4  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago, 
manufacturers'  representative,  and  who  al- 
ready has  a  very  good  line  in  the  bicycle 
trade,  will  be  at  the  Everett  House,  New- 
York,  from  August  21  to  August  20,  and  is 
anxious  to  add  to  his  line  for  western  repre- 
sentation. 


LOWEST  KATES  WEST. 

Rates  to  the  West  are  lower  via  Nickel  Plate  Road 
than  via  other  lines,  while  the  service  is  excelled  by 
none.  Three  fast  trains  are  run  every  day  in  the 
year  from  Buffalo  to  Chicago.  The  day  coaches  are 
of  the  latest  pattern,  are  elegantly  upholstered  and 
have  all  the  modern  improvements,  such  as  marble 
lavatories,  steam  beat,  lighted  by  Pintscbe  gas,  while 
colored  porters  are  in  charge  to  look  after  the  wants 
of  passengers,  especially  the  ladies  and  children.  Ves- 
tibuled  buffet  sleeping  cars  are  run  on  all  trains, 
while  the  dining  cars  and  meal  stations  are  owned 
and  operated  by  the  company  and  serve  the  best  of 
meals    at    moderate    prices. 

If  your  ticket  agent  cannot  give  you  all  the  in- 
formation you  desire  in  regard  to  rates,  routes,  etc., 
address  F.  J.  Moore,  Gen'l  Agent,  Nickel  Plate 
Road,  291  Main  St.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  83 


MOSSBERC  TIRE   BELL 

Patented  March  28th,  1899. 
Guaranteed  to  give  satisfaction  in  every  respect 
Send  for  Catalogue.    Sample  sent  by  mail  on  receipt  of 
remittance  as  follows: 

No.  1,  75c.    No.  2,  50c. 

Manufactured   by    FRANK    MOSSBERC    CO., 

ATTI.EBORO,  MASS. 


CARBIDE 

2  lb.  cans,  24  to  the  case.  $4.40 
5  lb.    "      12  to  the  case,   4.80 

Immediate   shipment.      Net   cash  with  order 

CYCLE  SYNDICATE,  320  Broadway,  N.Y. 


Utmost  Simplicity 

Marks  all  the  Bicycrcs  that 
Bear  the  Name  of 

CRAWFORD 


Strength  and 

Beauty,  too.     They 

give  satisfaction. 


CRAWFORD    MFG.    CO. 

IlACKItSTOWN.    MD. 

Scllcl  1'.. Mil. ■(■,,, v.lMnl.  ,il.-|l,.',-iif 
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Recent  Patents. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Aug.  4,  1S99. — The  following  is 
a  list  of  the  'bicycle  patents  issued  since  our  last  re- 
port: 

629,759.  Coin-Controlled  Lock  for  Bicycle  Stands. 
Dow  B.  Austin,  Grand  lK.apids,  Mich.  Filed  Aug.  1, 
1898.     Serial   No.  fiS7,40S.     (No   model.) 

629,765.  Cycle  Driving  Mechanism.  'Hans  Buchner, 
Munich,  Germany.  Filed  Jan.  17,  1S99.  iSerial  No. 
702,386.     (No  model.) 

629,779.  Combined  Hitching  Post  and  Bicycle  Rack. 
Thomas.  R.  Davis,  Burlington,  N.  J.  Filed  Nov.  7, 
1898.     Serial  'No.  695,693.     (iNo  model.) 

629,850.  Holder  for  Bicycles.  Maximilian  Gessler, 
Milwaukee,  Wis.  Filed  May  23,  1898.  Serial  No.  681,- 
459.     (No  model.) 

629,921.  Bicycle  Crank.  Edward  Reynolds,  Clipston 
Rectory,  England.  Filed  Dec.  28,  1897.  'Serial  No. 
664,077.     (No  model.) 

629,956.  'Bicycle  Saddle.  Warren  H.  Craig,  Law- 
rence, .Mass.;  iHannah  E.  Craig,  administratrix  of  said 
Warren  H.  Craig,  deceased.  Filed  March  6,  1897. 
(Serial  No.  626,182.     (No  model.) 

630.068.  Bicycle  Support.  Samuel  Neumann,  Stutt- 
gart, Germany.     Filed  Feb.  3,  1898.     Serial  No.  668,948. 

630.069.  Handle  Bar.  Joseph  Paquet,  Poughkeepsie, 
N.  Y.  Filed  Nov.  23,  1897.  Serial  No.  659,581.  (No 
model.) 

630,072.     Bicycle  Crank  and  Bearing.     John  H.  Rath- 


bun,  W'ilwaukee,  Wis.  Filed  Oct.  14,  1897.  Serial  No. 
655,166.     (No  model.) 

630,093.  Bicycle.  Isaac  Noar,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Filed  March  24,  1899.    Serial  No.  710,367.     (No  mjd.   . 

630,176.  Clamp  for  Saddle  Posts.  Wm.  C.  Brown, 
Springfield,  Mass.  Filed  June  14,  1899.  Serial  No. 
720,447.     (No   model.) 

630,182.  Bicycle.  Archie  China,  Sumpter,  S.  C. 
Filed  Aug.  18,  1898.    Serial  No.  688,841.     (No  model.) 

630,198.  Driving  Gear  for  Bicycles.  Arthur  Doyle, 
Seattle,  Wash.     Filed  Aug.  3,  1898.    Serial  No.  687,613. 

630,232.  Frame  for  Bicycles,  etc.  Joseph  Hughes 
and  Benjamin  Ibbotson,  Toronto,  Canada.  Filed 
March  17,  1898.    Serial   No.  674,283.     (No  model.) 

630,291.  Changeable  Gear  for  Bicycles.  William 
Lane  and  Alfred  Doney,  Pen  Argyl,  Pa.,  assignors  of 
one-'third  to  L.  W.  Morse,  iScranton,  Pa.  Filed  Jan. 
11,  1898.     Serial  No.  666,271.     (No  model.) 


Ready  for  Business. 

Having  now  become  all  settled  down  in 
their  new  Norristown,  Pa.,  quarters,  the  Read- 
ing Screw  Co.  are  ready  to  fill  all  orders  for 
chains  and  spokes.  With  increased  facilities 
and  improved  processes  the  Reading  people 
believe  none  can  do  better  by  the  buyer  than 
tliey   can. 


25c 


YEARS 

we  have  made  a  specialty  of  the  manufacture  of  OILERS. 
We  make  a  careful  study  of  every  detail  and  are  constantly 
improving  our  oilers  in  every  way  possible.  We  make 
oilers  for  practically  the  entire  trade,  and  are  confident 
the  QUALITY  of  our  goods  cannot  be  equaled  at 
the  price.  Only  the  best  quality  of  elastic  metal  is  used 
The  washers  are  of  specially  selected  (not  scrap)  leather. 
The  threads  are  well  made  and  tight,  not  stamped  on  body 
of  oiler.  The  soldering  is  tested  under  hydraulic  pressure, 
etc.,  etc.  A  rider's  appreciation  of  a  first-class  oiler  in  his 
equipment  is  more  than  worth  the  slight  extra  cost. 

CUSHMAN  &  DENISON, 

MANUFACTURERS, 

240-242  West  23(1  Street, 

Kindly   mention   The   Wheel.  NeAV  York. 


NICKEL   PLATING 


ALL    SORTS. 


TILLMANN  &  ECKSTEIN, 

91   Elizabeth  Street,  New  York, 


ESTABLISHED    TB60. 


NEAR   GRAND  STREET. 


Liquid 

Brazing 

Crucibles! 


All  sizes  and  shapes  as  required 
to  fit  any  make  of  furnace, 
made  by  the  original  makers 
of  brazing  crucibles  and  the 
largest  and  oldest  manufactur- 
ers of  plumbago  or  graphite 
crucibles  in  the  world. 


JOSEPH  DIXON  CRUCIBLE  CO., 

Jersey  City,     .    .     .    New  Jersey. 


Length  of  barrel  3  in.;  total  length   3  1-4  in., 

NICKEL       lli^__=2^i^3«r^W9,\        ByMallBOc 

PI  fiTFn  ^^i^^^^^S^S^ijCltKiS^X  NOT    A   TOY. 

DURABLE 


LIQIID  PISTOL 


Will  stop  the  most  vicious  dog  (or 
man)  without  permanent  injury. 

Farkar.  StoarnsS  Su»oii,%i°%l' 


IT  FITS 

...THE... 

TOOL BAG 

•  •  •   I    II  L' ••• 

TYNAN 
FOOT  PUMP. 

Patent  Applied  for. 
The  day 


THE  TYNAN  PUMP  GO. 

107  Washington  Stre.t, 

PATERSON,  N.  J. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


IT 

Pump  closed. 


ADLETS. 

For  Sale,  Exchange,  :etc.  —  Twenty  6ve  words, 
thirty-five  cents.  Each  additional  word  two  cents. 
Cash  invariably  in  advance. 

Situations  and  Help  Wanted.— Answers  received 
in  confidence  and  forwarded  without  charge.  Rate: 
25  words,  one  time,  50  cents;  three  times,  $1.00;  50 
words,  one  time,  $1.00;  four  times,  $3.00;  75  words, 
one  time,  $1.50;  four  times,  $5.00.  Displayed  adver- 
tisements: One-half  inch,  one  time,  $1.00;  four  times, 
$3.00;  one  inch,  one  time,  $1.50;  four  times,  $5.00. 

PATENTS.— H.  W.  T.  Jenner,  patent  attorney  and 
^  mechanical  expert,  608  F  street,  Washington,  D. 
C.  Established  1883.  I  make  an  examination  free  of 
charge,  and  report  if  a  patent  can  be  had  and  exactly 
how   much   it  will   cost.    Send   for  circular. 


FOR    SALE. 


Bicycle  plant,  one  of  the  best  locations  in  the  United 
States;  plant  practicallv  new;  brick  building  thor- 
oughly equipped;  capacity,  50  wheels  per  day."  Will 
sell  all  or  will  retain  part  interest,  or  will  manu- 
facture any  specialty  or  article  of  merit.  This  is  a 
rare  chance  for  anyone  wishing  a  good  location,  or 
who  have  a  good  thing  to  manufacture.  Address  X, 
care   The   Wheel. 


BUSINESS  PARTNER  WANTED 

By  a  practical  man  who  desires  opportunity  to  leave 
present  work  and  devote  entire  time  to  developing 
chainless  device  which  is  covered  by  two  patents; 
liberal  inducement  to  man  who  will  supply  canital 
INVENTOR,  care  The  Wheel.  fe  y        v  ^^  ■ 

lyr  ANUFACTURERS  oi  bicycle  fittings  please'Td- 
•^/-^  dress  catalogues,  together  with  trade  discounts,  to 
Thomas  Hy.  Collingbourne,  General  Manager,  Rib- 
blesdale  Cycle    Co.,    Ltd.,    Blackburn,   England. 


T  W.  PINCHON,  of  Alvarado  &  Co.,  of  Paris, 
-'--'•  agents  and  importers  of  bicycles  and  parts,  in- 
tends visiting,  in  Septeanber,  New  York,  Waltham, 
Cleveland  and  Chicago;  'shall  'be  glad  to  receive  all 
information  and  prices  concerning  ibicycle  trade  at  his 
otfice  by  H.  Jacquin,  456  Broome  street.  New  York. 

■yt/  ANTED — Superintendent     who     is     familiar    with 
bicycle  part  making;   must  know  how  to  control 
men    and    come    well    recommended.      Address    T.    M 
P.  O.   Box  444,  New  York. 

■D  ICYCLE  MANUFACTURERS— We  can  put  you 
^-^  in  communication  with  a  man  competent  to 
take  charge  of  sales  department  or  to  travel  in  New 
England;  has  an  extensive  acquaintance  of  long  stand- 
ing.    Address  "Competent,"  care  The  Wheel. 

UTOMOBILDS — Position  wanted  as  department 
manager  or  foreman  by  a  competent  man  of 
executive  ability;  familiar  with  all  branches  of  the 
japanning  and  decorative  -trade,  a  fine  line  striper  and 
monogramer;  finest  of  references.  Address  "Automo- 
biles,"  care   The   Wheel. 


A^ 


"THE    BOY   GUESSED    KIGHT." 

Wheelmen  in  this  section  will  enjoy  a  little  incident 
told  by  "Teddy"  Edwards,  the  no.ted  century  rider  -.vho 
is  now  in  the  West,  tie  says  that  when  he  was  riding 
in  the  suburbs  of  Utica  he  asked  a  wheelman  which 
might  be  the  best  road  to  take  from  Utica  to  Syracuse. 
The  ^  bignlimbed  stranger  eyed  the  famous  century 
rider's  slender  shape  a  moment  and  said:  "Take  the 
New    York    Central." — Utica   Observer. 


Dusty  Roads.   Noisy  Chains. 

The    Morse    Twin    Roller    Chains     run 

SMOOTHLY,  QUIETLY  and  FREELY 

in    DUST    or    MUD. 

As  the  pendulum 
swings,  so  the  joint 
of  the  Morse  Chain 
rocks. 

No  Rub, 

No  Slide. 

Lasts  longer,  runs 
easier  than  any  other 
chain  made.  Pendu- 
lum will  swing  on 
the  Morse  Joint  45 
minutes  and  on  the 
pin  joint  about  5  sec- 
onds. Large  swing- 
ing model  sent  free 
to  agents  ordering 
three  chains. 

Write  for  Illustrated  Cir-  ^^ 

cular  and  Price  to  ?^i 

MORSE  CHAIN  CO., 

Trumansburg,  N.  Y. 

Kindly  mention  The  WheeL 
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August  17, 


ASPHALT  PAVEMENTS 


THE  STANDARD  PAVE- 
MENT OF  AMERICA.,^  ^ 


THE    BARBER  ASPHALT   PAVING   CO., 


Endorsed  by  the  L.  A,  W.  everywhere. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


No.   II    BROADWAY,  NEW   YORK' 


INDIANA  CHAIN 


CO. 

INulANAPOLI' 

INDIANA, 

U.S.A. 


Special  prlceionjoblots  In  B  styles. 


Send  26o  for  Aluminum  Fob.  Gold  Plated,  SI. 


Graohlte  Lubricants. 

ALL  KINDS,  ACCORDING  TO  WANTS. 
Josei)^  Dixon  Crucible  Co.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 


FOR 

BICYCLED. 


WILLIAM  F.  NYE, 

NEW  BEDFORD,  -  -  -         MASS. 


i  HANDLE  BARS 
^3     FORK  SIDES 
;^^f  tOTECTOR  REVOLVERS 

c=R..sPOHOENce  PERFECTION  PADLOCKS 

soL.ccD  -o  AMES  SWORD  CO.    CHICOPEE,  MASS. 


OVERSTOCK   SALE 

of  Air-Drying  Enamel,  )i  pints,  assorted 
colors,  40c.  per  dozen  ;  No.  i  Graphite  in 
sticks,  8c.  per  dozen  ;  No  i  Graphite  in 
cans,  25c.  per  dozen. 

VIM  BICYCLE  CO., 

Sundry  Department.  CHICAGO,  ILL. 

The  Best  Advertising  for  the 
Irish  Trade  is 

THE 
IRISH  CYCLIST. 

Specimen  copy  and  advertising  rates  on 
application  to 

R.  J.  WECREDY  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  Proprietors, 

49  Middle  Abbey  St..  DUBLIN. 


All  American  wheelmen  who  desire  to  keep  them- 
selves posted  upon  matters  concerning  the  cycle  in 
Europe,  its  trade,  mechanics,  and  sport,  should  sub- 
scribe to 

THE  CYCLIST 

AND  Bicycling  and  Tricycling  Trades  Review. 

The  only  recognized  authority  of  English  trade  and 
manufacture.  Sent  post  free  to  any  part  of  America 
(or  one  year,  )3.26.  American  subscription  agent, 
F.  P.  Prial,  88  West  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

American  manufacturers  having  novelties  in  ma- 
chinei  or  sundries  to  introduce  should  advertise  in 

Terms  on  application  to 

ILIFFE  SONS  &  STURMEY,  Ltd., 

19  Hertford  Street,  Coventry,  England. 

nifmberft  of  the  American  Trade  visiting  Eng- 
lanil  are  invited  to  call  at  THE  CYCI-IlST  Office 
at  Coventry,  or  at  3  Ht.  Bride  Street.  I.iudKate 
Circus.  Iiondon.  E.  C. 


RUBBER  TIRE   CABS   AND   CARRIAGES. 

The  West  Shore  Railroad  has  incorporated  a  system  whereby 
passengers  arriving  or  departing  from  its  West  Forty-second  street 
terminal.  New  York  City,  are  supplied  with  cab,  hansom,  coach  or 
omnibus,  as  they  may  order.  Westcott  Express  messengers  are 
now  on  all  through  trains  to  sell  tickets  and  engage  such  vehicles 
as  passengers  desire.  New  York  City  has  been 
divided  into  six  districts,  each  district  having  its 
own  number  and  its  own  rates.  The  vehicles  are 
all  rubber  tired  and  will  be  maintained  in  first- 
class  order.  The  new  service  has  been  in  effect 
since  November  4th,  and  has  been  giving  excel- 
lent satisfaction. 


-).-' 


t'l 


'■/.W^ 


A5unnER0uTinG 


REST,  recreaiion  and  continuous  pleasure 
can  be  enjoyed  at  Gogebic,  Milwaukee, 
Waukesha,  Madison,  Devil's  Lake, 
Green  Lake,  Lake  Geneva,  St.  Paul,  Minne- 
apolis, Duluth,  Marquette,  Lake  Minne- 
tonka,  Yellowstone  Park,  Alaska,  Dakota 
Hot  Springs,  Denver,  Colorado  Springs, 
Manitou,  Salt  Lake  and  in  the  mountains 
of  Colorado,  Utah  and  California.  Perfect 
train  service  ministers  to  your  comfort. 


CHICAGO  AND 
NORTH-WESTERN  R'Y. 

PRINCIPAL  AGENCIES  I 

NEW  YORK,  BOSTON,  CHICAGO, 

461  BROADWAY.      368  WASHINGTON  ST.      212  CLARK  ST. 


^■fX^O-O  o-  ^■^< 


p.  0.  Box  444,  N.  Y. 


SUBSCRIPTION  BLANK. 

j^  j^  j^ 


I    enclose    $2.00    in    payment    of  one   year's   subscription, 

commencing  with  issue  of 

Name, . 

Address, '. . '. 

City,__ 1 . 


State,- 


►  ■O-^^^O-O.^  ^.O"^  ^  ^  »  »  O  .*^-**~-^^   <h  »   O  ^  ♦  ^  »  .^..^.^.^O-^  0»  ♦^^■■^^  ^-^-^ 
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THE  STANDARD  WELDING  COMPANY, 

Central  Avenue  and  Cone  Streef, 
CLEVELAND,    OHIO,    U.   S.   A. 


Electrically  Welded 
Forksides. 


WE  KNOW  that  the 
WELDED  PART  equals  in 
strength  any  other  part  of  the 
metal  from  which  our  fork- 
sides  are  made. 

Full  of  elasticity,  but  free 
from  vibration. 

Standard  Sizes: — i  inch  and 
_%-inch  for  Arch  or  Plate 
Crown,  1 8,  19  or  20  Gauge. 

Special  Lengths  and  Rakes 
made  on  orders  of  5,000  or 
more  pairs. 

New  Illustrated  Catalogue 
on  request. 

Kindly    mention   The   Wheel. 


INDIANAPOLIS  CHAIN 

&  STAMPING  CO., 

INDIANAPOLIS,  IND. 


MAKERS   OF 


Diamond 
€bajn$. 


R.  B.  MgMULLEN  &  CO.,  General  U.  S.  Sales  Agents, 

88-90  Lake  Street,  Chicago.  309  Broadway,  New  York. 

NEW  YORK  DEPOT :  J.  S.  LENQ'S  SON  &  CO.,  4  Fletcher  St. 
CHICAGO  DEPOT :  EXCELSIOR  SUPPLY  CO.,  88-90  Lake  St. 


Kindly    mention   The   Wheel. 
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500  Gas  Lamps  For  Sale. 

BEST    ON    EARTH. 

Perfect  in  every  detail  and  guaranteed.    Only  desire  to  hear 
from  large  buyers.    Write  at  once  for  full  particulars. 

Wolfgang  Richter, 


THIRD  AND  GREEN  STS., 

Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 
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None  are  equal  to— 

CYCLE 
LAMPS 


SOLAR 


Imitations  and  Experiments 
follow   every   SUCCESS. 


Our  '99  Lamp  is  a  Wonder ! 


05  Kindly   mention   The  Wheel.  05 
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STEEL 
BALLS 


The  Best  in 
the  World. 


EXCELSIOR  MACHINE  CO., 


Kindly   mention  The  Wfceel 
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AHEAD!" 


YeSt  Ahead  ! 


For,  so  far  as  we  know,  the  Snell  Cycle  Co*  is 
alone  in  its  position  of  readiness  for   1900  trade* 
We  have  been  undisturbed  by  flotations* 

« 

We  have  been  minding  our  own  business  care- 
fully so  that 

WE  ARE  REHDY  NOW. 

SPECIAL  NOTE. 

A  full  line  of  1900  models  will  be  found  on 
exhibition  with  The  Elastic  Tip  Co.,  370  Atlantic 
Avenue,  Boston,  Mass.,  during  the  National  L.  A.  W. 
Meet,  August  14th  to  1 9th. 


SNELL  eveLE  e©., 

TOLEDO,  OHIO,  U.  S.  A. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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CANADIANS    COMBINEK?^ 
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Lozier,  Massey-Harris,  Goold  and  Welland-Vale  Concerns  Bought  Outright- 
Massey  May  Be  President  of  the  New  Enterprise— Resistance  to 
United  States  Invasion  an  Ostensible  Reason* 


Canada  has  a  bicycle  combine  at  last.  After 
months  of  hesitancy  and  actual  preliminary 
movements  the  persons  mutually  interested 
took  -decisive  steps.  It  is  a  combine  of  four 
big  concerns.  It  does  not  involve  a  monop- 
oly of  Canadian  bicycle  manufacture.  It  is 
made  up   of  these  firms: 

The  Massey-Harris  Company,  Toronto. 

H.  A.  Lozier  &  Co.,  Toronto  Junction. 

Goold  Bicycle  Co.,  iBrantford. 

Welland-Vale  Company,  St.   Catherines. 

The  capitalization  is  to  be  between  $G,000,- 

000  and  $7,000,000,  and  the  ostensible  purpose 

of  the  amalgamation  is  to  reduce  cost  of  pro- 

'  duction   and   make   a   stronger   stand   against 

the  United  States. 

The  real  reasons  for  the  amalgamation  are 
probably  the  usual  reasons  behind  such  move- 
ments— desire  of  promoters  to  turn  a  quick 
and  large-sized  penny;  desire  of  makers  to 
sell  out  profitably,  or  to  receive  lumps  of 
cash  without  decreasing  their  actual  holdings; 
willingness  of  investors  in  Canada,  or  reached 
in  this  country  through  Canadian  Senator 
Cox's  New  York  connections,  to  put  money 
into  an  apparently  good  thing. 

Engineered  by  Ryckman. 

The  decisive  meeting  of  those  interested 
was  held  last  Friday  in  Toronto,  in  the  law 
offices  of  Ryckman,  Kirkpatrick  &  Kerr. 
Mr.  E.  B.  Ryckman  has  given  his  personal 
attention  to  the  matter.  The  following  au- 
thoritative statement  was  given  out  at  To- 
ronto: 

"The  leading  members  of  the  new  firm  are: 
George  A.  Cox,  Toronto;  Warren  Y.  Soper, 
Ottawa;  W.  E.  H.  Massey,  Toronto;  E.  R. 
Thomas,  Toronto,  and  Hon.  Lyman  M.  Jones, 
Toronto.  We  have  also  one  or  two  minor 
members.  The  probability  is  that  Mr.  W.  E 
H.  Massey  will  be  the  president  of  the  com- 
pany, but  further  than  that  we  cannot  state  at 
present  who  the  other  officers  may  be. 

"We  have  purchased  these  businesses  out- 
right, and  have  paid  the  cash  for  them.  They 
have  all  been  prosperous,  and  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  new  company  to  carry  on  the 
business    as    far   as    possible    in    the    manner 


maintained  by  the  different  firms  who  have 
to-day  come  under  our  control.  Each  of  the 
firms  will  still  possess  its  individuality,  so  that 
whatever  popularity  the  different  wheels  may 
have  procured  will  not  be  buried  with  the  new 
scheme. 

The  Usual  Declaration. 

"Remember,  this  is  not  a  trust;  we  do  not 
control  the  bicycle  trade  of  Canada,  we  have 
simply  bought  these  four  firms  out,  and  with 
such  an  amalgamation  of  interests  we  are 
positive  that  we  can  cut  down  expenses,  that 
is  'overhead  expenses,'  and  it  goes  without 
saying  that  we  will  be  able  to  buy  in  the  best 
markets.  One  of  our  greatest  intentions  and 
hopes  is  that  we  may  be  able  to  build  up  an 
enormous  export  trade. 

"From  facts  and  figures  we  have  learned 
that  about  one-half  of  the  wheels  in  Canada 
have  been  imported  from  the  United  States, 
but  they  are  not  the  high-grade  bicycles  which 
we  can  put  on  the  market,  and,  therefore,  we 
expect  to  be  able  to  more  than  compete  with 
the  firms  across  the  border.  We  will  be, 
moreover,  the  only  com.pany  making  a  special- 
ty of  the  manufacture  of  juveniles'  bicycles, 
and  all  classes  of  the  silent  steed. 

To  Make  Automobiles. 

"We  have  no  desire  to  inflate  the  price  of 
wheels,  and  as  a  positive  proof  of  this,  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  company  to  manufacture 
automobiles,  which  branch  will  be  an  entirely 
new  one  in  Canada.  We  have  been  following 
this  line  of  the  business  up  in  order  to  be 
able  to  turn  out  a  good  article,  and  we  are  of 
the  opinion  that  a  good  bicycle  manufactur- 
ing firm  can,  with  a  little  additional  plant, 
turn  out  a  good  automobile.  At  present  it 
costs  from  $1,500  to  $2,000  to  buy  an  electric 
motor  cycle  or  automobile,  but  it  is  thought 
that  our  company  will  be  able  to  put  these 
popular  machines  on  the  market  much 
cheaper,  so  that  they  will  come  within  the 
reach  of  men  of  moderate  means.  We  will 
probably  make  them  smaller,  and,  therefore, 
less  unwieldly  than  those  at  present  in  use. 

"There   will   be   a   general    head    office   in 


Toronto,  but  the  manufacturing  will  be  done 
at  the  places  where  the  present  plants  of  the 
different  firms  of  the  company  are  located. 

"The  company  will  be  a  joint  stock  com- 
pany, with  a  capital  of  $6,000,000,  so  that  the 
concern  will  have  ample  capital  in  its  busi- 
ness; it  has  cost  us  now  several  millions  of 
dollars  to  buy  these  firms  out. 

"The  name  of  the  new  company  has  not 
yet  been  chosen,  but  at  once  we  will  make 
application  for  incorporation,  either  by  ob- 
taining a  provincial  charter,  or  by  making 
special  application  to  the  Dominion  Parlia- 
ment for  our  charter. 

"This  year  the  output  of  these  four  firms 
has  been  more  than  30,000  wheels,  and  with 
such  excellent  plants  we  will  not  be  com- 
pelled to  have  a  new  one  for  the  manufacture 
of  the  automobiles. 

No  Others  Asked. 

"The  firms  mentioned  are  the  only  ones 
who  were  asked  to  deal  with  us  in  the  matter, 
and  it  is  the  intention  of  the  company  to 
employ  the  same  men  on  each  staff  as  are 
now  in  the  employ  of  the  several  companies. 
With  reference  to  the  books  of  these  firms, 
they  will  come  into  our  possession  on  Sep- 
tember 1. 

"Some  stock  may  be  put  on  the  market, 
but  in  case  it  is,  the  shareholders  before  named 
will  control  the  interests  of  the  new  concern. 

"The  papers  have  been  signed,  sealed  and 
delivered,  and  by  these  acts  one  of  the  largest 
business  deals  ever  brought  off  in  this  prov- 
ince   has    been    successfully    completed." 


Hitch  in  Automobile  Combine. 

It  is  said  that  a  hitch  has  developed  in  the 
formation  of  the  automobile  combine.  A 
company  was  to  be  formed  to  take  in  four 
automobile  companies  which  used  gasoline  as 
the  motor  power.  The  capital  stock  of  the 
company,  it  was  announced,  would  be  $10,000,- 
000.  The  promoter  who  has  the  matter  in 
charge  said  yesterday  that  the  deal  would  not 
fall  through  as  was  reported,  but  that  in  a  few 
days  the  difficulty  would  be  remedied. 
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TALKING  BISINESS. 


?     The  Iver  Johnson  People  Announce  Their  Plans  and     i 

I                            Prices  for  Nineteen  Hundred.  ? 

I  i 

^....-.-.-.......-.......-.-.".-.••.■•..■.-.— .—•.-.■•.••.—.••." ....-.-....-..........„.-.......-._....„._.— .-,-.„.-..,..-._,.,.^ 

Each  day  the  lines  separating  the  two  di-  that  this  being  the  first  electric  carriage,  ever 
visions  of  the  trade  are  growing  more  and  built  by  Mr.  Spencer,  it  required  no  rear- 
more  pronounced.  The  outsider  and  the  in-  rangement  whatsoever  in  the  minutest  detail, 
sider,  or  the  A.  B.  C.-ite  and  the  independent,  not  even  the  changing  of  a  bolt. 
as  you  will,  are  each  stating  their  positions  When  completed,  Mr.  Spencer  jumped  into 
and  letting  the  trade  and  the  public  know  the  carriage,  turned  on  the  current,  and  his 
just  where  they  stand.  Following  the  declara-  experience  was  much  different  than  that  of 
tion  of  the  George  N.  Pierce  Company  comes  Darius  Green  and  his  flying  machine.  For 
the  following  from  the  Iver  Johnson  Arms  the  Stearns  flyer  started  ofif  as  smoothly  and 
&  Cycle  Works  to  their  agents:  easily  as  a  bird,  and  has  been  running  so  ever 

"We  take  pleasure- in  advising  you  that  we  since.      Inasmuch    as    it    is    the    only    electric 

are  now  able  to  announce  our  line  of  bicycles,  vehicle   in    Syracuse,    it   is   attracting   a   great 

prices  and  business  policy  for  1900,  and  we  do  deal   of  attention.     E.   C.   Stearns   &   Co.   are 

it   at   this   early   date   in   order   to   dispel   any  more  than  ordinarily  elated  over  the  positive 

misimpressions   which   may   exist,   as   a  result  success   of   their   first   motor   carriage.     They 

of  so  much  'trust'  talk.  feel  sanguine  of  doing  a  good  business  in  this 

"In  the  first  place,  gentlemen,  we  have  not  line,  and  they  have  every  reason  to  be. 

entered  the  'bicycle  combine,'  and  do  not  in-  

tend  to.     Why  should  we?    We  have  a  thor-  Overman  Changes. 

oughly  organized  and  profitable  business,  both  , ,      c-     .      u        i      n    .i       /^                 u         i 

.°                    ...       ,            ,,         .  On    September    1   all   the   Overman   branch 

in  firearms  and  bicycles,  and  there  is  no  neces-  ^              -111,11 

,           ...  stores   will   be  closed, 

sity  of  our  joining  any  movement  to  attempt  c     ,.      u       1      -n          ^1      1     ,.     r  ^t      %,         1 

,.                    .,,,.,          ,  September  1  will  see  the  last  of  the  branch- 
to  monopolize,  or  manipulate  the  bicycle  trade,  ^         t,     •                 r            ^^      r\                \\r\      1 
.                      .'^,                    /      ,          ,  store  business,  as  far  as  the  Overman  Wheel 
or   to    assist    some    of    the    many     top-heavy  r-       •                       i       t-i                      •      ^u  i   ^u 
-                 ,.               ,,.,.,  Lo.    is    concerned.      Ihe    reason    is   that  the 
firms    to    dispose    of   their   factories    at    fancy  1          1          j            .                   a             j 

,     ,               .  ,              ,,,<,,          ,  branches     do     not     pay.       A     good     reason, 

prices,   and  thus   avoid   a  probable    collapse.  t>         1            u          j                  t-i                   ^u 

,,„/                  ,     ,    „             ■             ,      ,      .    ,  Branches    seldom-  do    pay.      ihere   are    three 

We  are,  and  shall  remain,  perfectly  inde-  ,          ,          t>     ^         -m         a^     1         j    r-u- 

'       ,                                  ,.  branches — Boston,    New    York   and  'Chicago, 
pendent    and    free    to    act    according    to    our  ,,,,       ,•       „       .,   ,,^-11    r^    r\ 
f     .           .    ,                     ,                          ,   .       .  Meantime,     said  Will  C.   Overman,   man- 
business  judgment,   and   our  sense   of  justice  r    ^u      at         -^r     1     u         u     "^1 

,   ,  .                      '                   ,       ,                .       ,  ager    of    the    New    York    branch,      there    are 

and  fairness  to  the  agents  who  have  assisted  ,     ,             ,  .  ,               •„  ,         1    j   ^         n   4. 

.     ,     .,  ,.                                     ,           ,      .  goods  here  which  we  will  be  glad  to  sell  to 

us  in  building  up  our  present  large  business.  <.    1  j     1          ^  ^i        •    1  ^       ■        .. 

,T                        ,         ,                        ■  ,            ,     .,  ,  retail  dealers  at  the  right  prices. 

No    one    can    buy    better    material,    or    build  nr       .•            1        i.t.             •           r  ^1          u 

...           .     ,  .       ,        ,              ,                             ,  Meantime,  also,  the  services  of  the  urbane 

high-grade  bicycles  cheaper  than  we  can,  and  ..,,,    ^ ,,  1  •        ,r               ■,  ,1        tt    i.      '■■         " 

,                     ,       ,              ,               ,          '  W.  C.     himself  are  available.     He  has    irons 

we   have  completed   our  plans    and    our   new  ,         1      -n       .  u     1      1  ■       1             t  -i      r-    r> 

,.          ,  .  .       ,               ,          ,.        ,                 ,  out,  and  will  not  be  looking  long.     Like  C.  K. 

line   of   bicycles   much   earlier  than   usual,   so  ^                 ..-,,,    r- »  •     u     i,-  .1        j  ^     •    • 

...                        r       ,  ,          .        ■  Overman,     W.  C.     is,  by  birth  and  training,  a 

as  to  make  this  statement  frankly  and  square-  .  ,     ,.   ,                ^^      .                           ,  . 

,                                        ,                                      ,.  commercial   diplomat.      He   is  a   rare   combi- 

ly  to  our  agents,   and   we  announce  our  line  ,.          ......             ,,        1  ..      ,  •,              ,,     r 

....              .                            ,  ,,  nation  ot     mside  man     and     outside  man,     of 

and  prices  for  the  coming  season,  as  follows:  ,.       ,                      ,        1       i-  1    j       1 

,r    1-               11                                              ^^  countmg-liouse  expert  and  polished  salesman. 

.Medium-grade  roadster   $25 

High-grade  roadster  (handsomest  we  can  ' 

j,.^j^j^g\                                                          gg  Will  Change  Next  Month. 

With  coaster  brake  40  L.   M.   Richardson,  who  for  the  past  seven 

With  cushion  frame 50  years  has  been  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the 

Chainless  (a  thoroughly  tested  and  'good'  Monarch  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  will,  on  September 

chainless) 60  1.  cease  to  be  connected  with  the  famous  lion- 

"We  are  independent  of  dictation  from  any  headed  concern.  Mr.  Richardson  is  entitled 
trust  or  pool,  and  are  prepared  to  offer  in-  to  call  himself  "an  old-timer,"  having  as  far 
ducements  to  good  agents  everywhere.  We  back  as  1880  a  Pope  representative  in  Mil- 
have  arranged  to  double  our  output  for  1900,  waukee.  .A.s  yet  Mr.  Richardson's  plans  for 
and  we  have  no  fear  of  the  results.  We  have  tl^e  future  are  incomplete,  but  it  will  not  be 
built  up  our  reputation  and  large  business  by  loi^g  before  he  is  once  more  hard  at  the  game. 

furnishing    to    the    trade    'Honest    Wheels    at  ■ 

Honest  Prices,'   and  we  shall  be  able   to   re-  QUALITY  TO  RULE. 

tain  and  enlarge  it  on  the  same  basis." 

. That    Will    Be    the    Basis    of    Next    Year's    Cycle 

Went  Like  a  Bird.  Construction. 

E.  C.  Stearns  &  Co.  have  just  recently  com-  While  in  Elyria,  O.,  the  other  day  a  Wheel 
pleted  an  electric  motor,  under  the  super-  '"an  called  on  the  Western  Automatic  Ma- 
vision  of  their  superintendent,  J.  B.  Spencer.  chine  Screw  Co.  For  years  this  reliable  old 
To  the  kindness  of  Messrs.  Maslin  &  Spencer  concern  has  'manufactured  a  large  percentage 
The  Wheel's  representative  was  recently  in-  of  the  screw  machine  parts  used  by  cycle 
debted  for  a  pleasant  ride  on  the  first  electric  manufacturers.  A  representative  of  this  con- 
motor  vehicle  turned  out  by  the  E.  C.  Stearns  cern  has  just  returned  from  an  extensive  trip 
Co..  and  also  the  first  vehicle  of  that  kind  hoth  East  and  West  calling  on  the  leading 
ever  in  Syracuse.  The  Stearns,  as  it  will  be  manufacturers.  He  closed  a  number  of  cxcel- 
called,  is  an  undoubted  success  from  the  start.  lent   contracts   with   people,    both   in   and   out 

It  is  somewhat  remarkable,  if  not  wholly  so,  of  the  A.  B.  C,  and  to  The  Wheel  man  he 


stated  that  the  one  fact  which  most  impressed 
him  was  that  the  trade  in  general  is  demand- 
ing a  better  quality  of  steel  in  turned  parts, 
this  being  particularly  true  with  regard  to 
cups  and  cones  used  in  bearings. 

A  statement  of  this  kind  would  be  signifi- 
cant any  year,  but  it  seems  to  have  a  peculiar 
meaning  just  at  this  time.  It  not  only  indi- 
cates that  manufacturers  are  bent  on  improv- 
ing the  quality  of  their  machines,  but  it  means 
that  the  fight  between  the  combination  and 
the  outsiders,  if  there  is  to  be  such  a  fight, 
will  be  based  on  quality  and  good  workman- 
ship. It  means  that  it  is  to  be  the  policy  of 
the  combination  to  produce  just  as  good  a 
machine  for  the  money  as  it  is  possible  to 
build,  while  the  outsiders  evidently  propose 
to  hold  their  own  by  following  a  similar 
policy. 

Peters  Wins  Again. 

Judge  Noyes,  of  Riverside,  Cal.,  has  ren- 
dered a  decision  in  the  case  of  the  Thomas 
Mfg.  Co.  vs.  William  L.  Peters.  This  was  a 
suit  brought  to  compel  Peters  to  pay  for  a 
shipment  of  Thomas  bicycles  shipped  in 
March,  1898.  Mr.  Peters  had  declined  to  re- 
ceive or  pay  for  them,  claiming  that  the  bi- 
cycles were  not  the  ones  he  had  ordered,  were 
defective,  poorly  constructed  and  not  up  to 
samples.  Decision  was  previously  given  in 
Mr.  Petcrs's  favor,  and  the  Thomas  Mfg.  Co. 
appealed.  Judge  Noyes  again  decided  in  Mr. 
Peters's  favor,  awarding  him  damages  and 
assessing  all  costs  against  the  Thomas  Mfg. 
Co. 


Back  to  His  First  Love. 

Winsor  T.  White,  manager  of  the  White 
Sewing  Machine  Co.,  announced  to  a  Wheel 
man  that  when  the  A.  B.  C.  take  active  con- 
trol of  its  concerns  he  will  retire  as  manager 
of  the  White  bicycle  interests  and  confine 
himself  to  the  sewing  machine  end  of  the 
White  business.  Whom  the  bicycle  manage- 
ment will  be  invested  in,  he  states,  has  not 
been  determined.  Mr.  White  has  seen  the 
White  cycle  production  run  up  to  15,000  wheels 
a  year,  and  was  one  year  a  director  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  His  personality  is  a  pleasant 
one,  and  the  trade  will  lose  a  clever  and 
clean-cut    gentleman. 


Boyer  Will  Boom  It. 

Mr.  G.  A.  Boyer,  after  an  active  campaign 
with  the  Acme  Company,  of  Reading,  is 
spending  a  few  weeks  in  New  Hampshire. 
Upon  his  return,  about  October  1,  he  will 
take  up  his  work  as  manager  of  sales  for  the 
Reading  Standard  Mfg.  Co.  This  company 
are  greatly  increasing  their  output  for  1900. 
The  Reading  Standard  Company  have  been 
particularly  well  managed,  and  with  the  sales- 
end  in  such  good  hands  they  should  be  a  much 
more  important  factor  in  the  trade  in  future. 


Retained  a  Good  Man. 

Among  the  new  men  with  the  American 
Saddle  Co.  is  Roger  G.  Enwright,  and  this 
chap  is  markedly  executive,  capable  and  ex- 
perienced. His  trade  story  is  this:  Served 
with  G.  A.  Boyer,  handling  the  financial  end 
of  the  Boyer  business.  After  with  the  P.  & 
F.  Mfg.  Co.,  and  when  that  concern  was  con- 
solidated in  the  American  Saddle  Co.,  he  was 
retained.  It  is  said  that  he  will  occupy  a  very 
responsible  position  with  the  new  concern. 
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A.  B.  C.  ALMOST  READY. 


Any  Day  May  See  It  Launched— Certain  Papers  Not  Yet  Received— Action 
Probably  Delayed  Until  Next  Week— Eagle  Company  Probably 

Have   Withdrawn* 


THE  final  touches  are  being  given  to  the 
A.  B.  C,  and  soon  the  clock  will  strike. 
Chief  Artist  Spalding  is  very  busy  despite 
dog-day  heat.  Many  others  are  busy,  account- 
ants, bankers,  clerks  of  record  and  clerks  of 
commerce.     Flint  is  also  busy. 

The  formal  launching  of  the  company, 
which  is  now  daily  expected,  is  yet  being  de- 
layed by  the  fact  that  a  few  final  unimportant 
papers  have  not  yet  been  received.  Practically, 
the  business  is  finished  and  the  receipt  of  one 
or  two  laggard  documents  is  all  that  is  neces- 
sary to  give  the  word. 

The  men  who  will  prominently  figure  in  the 
management  of  the  new  company  are  either 
here  in  New  York  awaiting  the  tinkle  of  the 
telephone  or  they  are  within  wire-shot  of  the 


Powers.  Certain  facts  indicate  that  no  meet- 
ing will  be  called  this  week,  but  that  early 
next  week  will  witness  the  election  of  di- 
rectors, officers,  etc.  No  change  has  been 
made  in  the  slate  which  books  Mr.  Spalding 
as  president  and  Colonel  George  Pope  as 
vice-president. 

The  idea  is  not  to  call  any  meeting  until 
everything  is  cherry  ripe,  so  that,  once  the 
organization  is  alive,  it  will  be  very  much 
alive.  It  is  the  supposition  that,  as  soon  as 
the  Board  is  organized,  there  will  be  activity 
all  along  the  line,  and  the  first  week  of  the 
A.  B.  C.'s  existence  will  see  a  policy  of  1900 
pretty  well  set  up. 

People  in  the  know  believe  that  the  Eagle 
Bicycle  Co.  are  out  of  the  combination,  have 


withdrawn,  in  fact.  Back-stairs  talk  ascribes 
various  reasons  for  this  eleventh-hour  act. 
Rumor  mostly  concentrates  itself  on  the  fact 
that  the  company  was  not  to  be  represented 
on  the  new  Board,  hence  the  defection.  It 
is  also  accepted  by  the  "group"  that  no  efforts 
will  be  made  to  get  the  Eagle  Company  with- 
in the  fold  again.  The  Wheel  is  of  opinion 
that  the  Eagle's  withdrawal  is  based  on  some 
sound,  fixed  business  reason  and  policy. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  A.  B.  C.  will  be 
held  in  New  Jersey,  as  required  by  the  com- 
pany's New  Jersey  charter. 

It  is  hinted  that  one  of  the  earliest  acts  of 
the  American  Bicycle  Co.  will  be  the  sale  to 
Charles  R.  Flint  (Rubber  Goods  Co.)  of  the 
tire  factories  it  now  owns. 


"YOU'RE   IT." 


That  Is  What  Elkes,  Senior,  Says  to  Linton  Because 

the  Latter  Is  Reinstated. 

Now  that  Tom  Linton,  tnrough  some  un- 
explainable  form  of  hocus-pocus  on  the  part 
of  the  wise  gentlemen  now  in  "control"  of 
League  racing,  is  safe  in  the  L.  A.  W.  fold 
and  is  booked  for  Europe.  W.  A.  Elkes,  the 
father  and  manager  of  Harry  Elkes,  has  issued 
a  long  screed  criticising  Tom  Linton  for  re- 
turning to  the  L.  A.  W.,  and  saying  that  it 
will  be  regarded  by  many  as  nothing  less 
than  a  move  made  for  the  purpose  of  avoid- 
ing a  deciding  race  with  Elkes.  He  says 
that  as  Linton  and  Elkes  have  now  met  four 
times,  and  as  each  man  has  two  victories  to 
his  credit,  a  deciding  race  is  necessary.  The 
Elkes  statement  is  accompanied  by  the  fol- 
lowing challenge: 

Harry  Elkes,  middle  distance  champion  of  America, 
hereby  challenges  any  rider  in  the  world  to  a  series 
of  three  matches,  with  the  distances  at  15,  30  and  50 
miles;  or  to  a  series  of  five  matches,  with  the  dis- 
tances at  10,  25,  35,  50  and  100  miles;  said  matches 
to  be  for  the  best  purses  obtainable  and  with  a  $500 
side  bet  on  each  race.  The  winner  of  the  majority  of 
races  in  the  series  agreed  upon  to  be  declared  the 
winner  and  to  be  considered  the  middle  distance 
champion  of  the  world.  Said  challenger  will  allow 
$250  expenses  should  a  foreigner  accept  this  offer, 
or  he  will  take  the  same  sum  should  it  be  necessary 
for  him  to  visit  another  country.  As  a  guarantee  of 
the  intent  of  this  challenge,  $250  has  been  left  with 
the  N.  iC.  A.  iBoard  of  Control,  and  it  will  be  used 
to  cover  the  forfeit  of  any  rider  wherever  deposited. 

All  of  which  is  very  amusing  to  anyone 
famiHar  with  the  antics,  "challenges,"  etc.,  of 
the  prize  fighting  gents  after  whom  a  certain 
class  of  racing  men  seem  anxious  to  pattern. 


of  a  second.  It  consists  of  a  clock  mounted 
on  a  movable  carriage.  The  dial  plate  is  three 
metres  in  diameter.  At  the  edge  of  the  dial 
plate  are  two  concentric  rings,  the  outer  mark- 
ed with  360  degrees  and  the  inner  divided  into 
200  parts.  The  clockwork  moves  a  single 
hand  at  the  rate  of  five  complete  turns  in  a 
second,  thus  enabling  the  1,000th  part  of  a 
second  to  be  read  on  the  inner  ring.     The  in- 


IMock's  New  Record. 

Charles  Mock  is  said  to  have  broken  the 
100-mile  road  record  Sunday,  over  the  Mer- 
rick course,  by  covering  the  distance  in  4 
hours  and  44  minutes.  W.  H.  Anderson, 
Francis  Tennis  and  Paul  Thomas,  all  of  the 
Century  Road  Club,  are  said  to  have  held  the 
watches.  The  first  thirty-five  miles  was 
traversed  in  1  hour  and  33  minutes.  The  roads 


INTERNATIONAL  STARS. 


A.  J.  CHERRY, 
Catford,    Eng. 


F.  SUMMERSGILL, 
Leeds,    Eng. 


E.   PEABODY, 
Chicago. 


J.  CALDON, 
Glasgow,   Scotland. 


B.    GOODSON, 

Sydney,  Australia. 


For  Timing  Future  Records. 

The  acme  of  precision  .has  apparently  been 
reached  by  a  Berlin  clockmaker  named  Lob- 
ner,  who  has  just  perfected  mechanism  for 
measuring  and  recording  the  thousandth  part 


strument  would  be  ruined  by  stopping  the 
hand  suddenly,  and  the  eye  could  not  follow 
the  pointers;  so  a  photographic  apparatus  is 
used  to  record  the  time.  Twelve  open  cameras 
are  arranged  in  a  circle  behind  a  revolving 
disk  two  metres  in  diameter,  which  is  pro- 
vided with  a  hole  admitting  light  to  the  plates 
as  it  passes  before  them.  The  disk  revolves 
twenty  times  a  second,  so  that  light  is  ad- 
mitted to  twelve  plates,  one  after  the  other,  in 
the  space  of  one-twentieth  of  a  second.  The 
pictures  thereby  obtained  show  the  positions 
of  the  hand  on  the  dial  and  the  object  whicli 
is  being  observed.  It  is  possible  to  take  2,880 
photographs  in  a  second. 


were  in  poor  condition.  Several  tandems  and 
triplets  paced  him  on  the  trip.  Mock  rode 
a  Clipper  chainless  wheel  geared  to  88. 


Bells  and  Their  Buyers. 

It  would  be  a  difficult  thing  for  any  man  to 
attempt  to  convince  George  W.  Goff  that 
prosperity  has  not  taken  up  an  abiding  place 
in  tlie  West  Mr.  Gofif  has  just  got  back 
from  a  trip  covering  the  western  territory  of 
the  East  Hampton  (Conn.)  Bell  Co.,  and 
everywhere  he  went  he  foimd  the  people  pros- 
perous and  ready  witli  increased  orders  for 
the  products  of  his  concern,  which  have 
caught  the  cycling  fancy  in  great  shape. 
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\  We  Advise  You  to  Buy 


»Xucker  Rims,. 


QUICK. 


"W^H'^  VI    W«  «■  «l< 


OUR     TREES    ARE     GROWING     HIGHER    EVERY    DAY.       I 

TUCKER  RIMS  Have  the  Wood 
Where  You  Want  It,  and  Haven't 
Got   It  Where  You   Don't  Want   It.  | 

TUCKER  BICYCLE  WOOD  WORK  CO, 

i      IVEN-BRANDENBURG    CO., 

•  Chicago...Rochester...New  York, 

2  U.  S.  Selling  Agents.  Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  _ 

i  X 

4- 
•5- 
4* 
•^ 

% 

%  THE   ORIGINAL   AND  •     A.  ^^KA  ? 


You  Want  a  FREE  WHEEL   •  ' 


You  Want  the  MORROW. 


and  % 


+ 


+ 


±  ONLY    RELIABLE  •     "^^  ^^^^..JjS^^^  % 


i 

I  Automatic  Coaster  and  Brake 


I             It  costs  $7.50             I  ^Pf               I 

4*                                                                                               S  + 

I                  and  is  worth  it*                      ?     pTlt^  ^X13^    Oyole.      | 

Others  are  Cheaper.  I 


4- 

I  Ours  are  not  cheap,  but  they  are  RELIABLE.  | 

t 

4- 

t 


ECLIPSE  BICYCLE  CO.,    -    -    -    ELMIRA,  N.  Y. 


Kindly   mention   The    Wheel. 
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SOARING  STEEL. 


THE  steel  billet,  with  its  sky-high  price  tendency,  may 
furnish  the  cycle  trade  with  one  reason  why  it  may  make 
it  necessary  to  raise  the  price  of  the  entire  family  of  bicycles. 

Tool  steel  purchasable  last  year  at  43  to  45  has  advanced  to 
55  to  60.  And  they  do  not  seek  trade  at  those  prices.  You 
seek  them,  and  they  guarantee  nothing  as  to  deliveries.  Other 
grades  of  steel  have  advanced  in  like  proportion.  This,  with 
the  possible  shortage  of  the  product,  would  seem  to  make  the 
advanced  bicycle  price  a  necessity. 

We  learn  also  that  even  in  such  a  large  manufacturing  cen- 
ter as  Newark,  bench  labor  which  was  working  for  |9  per 
week  last  year  now  commands  a  round  dozen  of  dollars  before 
it  will  handle  a  tool. 


fAVORS  THE  BISINESS  PICKPOCKET. 


Be  the  law  called  an  insolvency  law,  an  assignment  law  or 
a  'bankruptcy  act,  the  essential  features  of  any  of  them  should 
necessarily  tend  to  adjust  the  equitable  rights  between  debt- 
ors and  creditors.  It  must  be  our  duty  to  assist  and  extend 
a  helping  hand  to  the  honest  debtor  who  through  misfortune 
has  'been  loaded  down  with  incumbrances  in  the  past  and 
give  him  a  fresh  start  in  life,  that  he  may  not  be  lost  as  a 
member  of  the  commercial  community;  but  this  philanthropic 
law  of  1898,  to  a  degree,  was  not  framed  to  aid  the  commer- 
cial rascal  and  the  business  pickpocket,  and  it  is  in  this  direc- 
tion that  we  seek  and  must  urge  Congress  to  amend  the  law, 
so  that  men  of  this  character  may  not  go  scot-free  and 
stamped  with  the  seal  of  the  court  as  men  who  may  be  trusted 
with  honest  dealing. 

XA  70RDS  by  Hugo  Kanzler,  and  read  before  a  meeting  of 


the   Credit   Men's   Association   of  the   State   of   New 


in  order  to  avoid  squeezing  a  lot  of  honest  bankrupts,  and 
the  present  bankruptcy  law  was  unquestionably  framed  to 
accommodate  that  contingency,  but  the  percentage  of  rascals 
is  too  great.  The  law  is  a  temptation  to  crooks.  It  engenders 
dishonesty. 

Under  the  present  law,  the  petitioner  in  voluntary  bank- 
ruptcy can  account  for  several  thousand  dollars  in  cash  by 
calmly  remarking  that  the  money  was  lost  during  a  street 
car  ride.  The  statement  being  difificult  to  contradict,  the  cotirt 
has  no  choice  but  to  accept  it.  Under  the  previous  law,  and 
under  the  present  English  law,  the  court  could  withhold  dis- 
charge in  such  cases. 

Against  fraudulent  preferences,  by  which  the  bankrupt  may 
temporarily  bury  assets  which  belong  to  his  creditors  and  dig 
them  up  again  for  his  own  uses  after  his  discharge,  there  is 
now  no  adequate  preventive.  The  bankrupt  is  discharged 
even  when  the  character  of  his  "preferences"  is  revealed  by 
creditors  before  his  discharge. 

Imagine  the  degree  of  pleasure  with  which  creditors  view 
a  dishonest  bankrupt  who  is  permitted  by  the  law  to  pay 
delinquent  taxes  on  his  homestead  property  with  funds  out 
of  any  visible  assets,  such  taxes  being  prior  claims  over  all 
other  indebtedness!     Insult  added  to  injury. 

The  clause  permitting  "experts  on  values"  to  give  stability 
to  a  bankrupt's  contentions  as  to  the  value  of  property,  and 
the  clause  which  so  operates  in  many  States  as  to  exclude 
the  bankrupt's  wife's  testimony  against  him;  these  points  and 
others,  such  as  the  unfair  compensation  for  bankruptcy 
referees  of  any  intelligence,  constitute  loop-holes  in  the  1898 
law  that  need  patching.  The  present  law  is  a  sugar-coated 
compromise,  an  unsatisfactory  experiment. 


Orr  THE  BEATEN  PATH. 


York. 


True  words.     It  may  be  well  to  let  a  few  rascals  escape 


THE  beaten  path  is  always  more  or  less  conventional. 
Conventionality  is  safe,  but  not  interesting.  This  applies 
to  places  as  well  as  to  people.  From  the  highway  one  sees 
life  on  dress  parade,  while  the  by-way  runs  through  life  itself 
A  lawn  beautifully  kept  is  a  beautiful  thing.  But,  if  there 
were  nothing  but  clean-cropped  lawn,  what  monotony!  So 
one  page  in  the  book  of  all  cyclists  should  be  set  apart  for 
experiences  out  of  the  beaten  path,  and  the  cyclist  will  find, 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  that  this  is  the  pleasantest  page  of  the 
whole  volume.  Alongside,  or  parallel  to,  or  divergent  from 
every  main  artery,  on  this  side,  or  on  that  other  side,  is  sure  to 
be  treasure.  That  is  an  axiom.  Speaking  for  Metropolitan 
riders,  what  a  big  per  cent  spend  their  cycling  lives  in  shuttle- 
like passage  up  and  down  the  Boulevard.  Do  they  never 
look  across  to  those  green  New  Jersey  hills  and  wonder  what's 
there?  Do  they  never,  at  night,  from  the  Riverside  wall  look 
longingly  upon  the  necklace  of  lights  that  stretches  along-  the 
opposite  shore  and  casts  shimmering  glances  on  the  river?  Of 
the  thousand  and  one  wheelmen  and  wheelwomen  who  do  to 
the  death  the  Coney  Island  Boulevard  and  who  could  ride  that 
famous  path  blindfolded,  how  few  ever  dare  to  pull  away  from 
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tliat  graveled  runway  and  explore  the  country  either  to  the 
north  or  to  the  south.  What  per  cent  has  ever  done  the 
South  Brooklyn  part?  There  are  roads  magnificent  undotted 
by  cyclists.  There  is  much  beauty,  both  of  land  and  water. 
One  can  swing  around  that  way,  get  two  mouthfuls  of  fresh 
air,  and  yet  can  eventually  finish  up  at  that  wonderland  whose 
crowning  feast  of  folly  lies  along  that  way  which  is  called 
"Bowery."  Take  a  thought  next  time  you  ride  and  tear  your- 
self away  from  the  common  path  and  seek  the  danger  of  a 
new  experience. 

Cross  Cortlandt,  Fourteenth  or  Forty-second  street  ferries 
and  ask  for  the  Hudson  County  Boulevard,  the  river  end  of 
the  loop.  You  can't  miss  the  way.  Few  roads  in  the  country 
compare  with  it.  It  is  broad,  rolling,  well-lighted  and  proudly 
overlooks  New  York.  It  is  safe  at  night.  At  the  upper  end, 
Hudson  Heights,  are  music,  food,  beer  and  all  the  summer 
necessities. 

Cross  Thirty-ninth  Street  Ferry  and  run  down  Fourth  or 
Fifth  avenue  to  Sixty-fifth  street;  here  turn  right  on  to  the 
shore  road.  Follow  this  to  Fort  Hamilton,  swing  through. 
Dyker's  Meadow,  Bath,  Bensonhurst  and  on  to  the  Gehenna 
by  the  sea.  On  the  way  note  a  half-score  new  roads  which  yovi 
will  want  to  explore.  Never  mind  maps  and  guide  books. 
Simply  ask  the  way. 


HOW  METHODS  VARY. 


THE  WHEEL  is  in  position  to  judge  with  some  accuracy 
the  manner  in  which  various  friends  in  the  trade  conduct 
their  advertising  or  publicity  departments. 

A  distinction  is  drawn  between  advertising  and  publicity, 
as  between  that  which  is  paid  for  and  that  which  is  not.  Some 
concerns — not  the  ones  destined  to  the  greatest  longevity — 
have  a  pronounced  affinity  for  publicity,  but  none  for  adver- 
tising. 

However,  to  the  point,  which  is  the  difference  in  the  ways 
adopted  by  different  concerns  in  requesting  access  to  the  read- 
ing columns  of  a  trade  journal. 

The  hired  rider  of  one  concern  breaks  a  world's  record. 
With  due  promptness  an  advertisement  is  prepared  and  sent 
to  the  publisher,  together  with  a  dignified  reading  notice  and 
a  half-tone  portrait  cut  of  the  rider.  No  wheedUng,  no  re- 
quests. The  advertisement,  the  reading  notice  and  the  cut 
speak  for  themselves. 

Others  are  not  so  skillful,  perhaps  because  they  have  not 
a  properly  organized  advertising  department.  From  such  the 
publisher  is  likely  to  receive,  -with  the  advertisement,  a  letter 
revealing  envy,  greed,  or  fear  of  neglect  in  the  matter  of  read- 
ing notice.  Such  a  letter  is  usually  not  accompanied  by  no- 
tices and  cuts,  or,  if  it  is,  both  notice  and  cuts  will  probably  be 
found  unsuitable  in  character  or  size,  or  both. 

Every  well-regulated  concern  should  have  in  charge  of  its 
publicit}'  department  a  man  who  is  as  well-fitted  to  do  his 
part  as  the  racing  man  is  to  break  records. 


ONE  thing  has  been  proven  by  the  restriction  of  N.  C.  A.- 
ism  to  the  Greater  New  York  district.  There  would  be 
comparatively  little  risk  in  depending  upon  drawing  a  good 
crowd  to  the  Manhattan  Beach  track  at  least  every  two  weeks 
throughout  next  summer,  provided  the  best  professionals  of 
national  repute  and  the  best  local  amateurs  compete.  Greater 
New  York  is  a  little  world  unto  itself,  and  Manhattan  Beach, 
with  the  above-named  attractions,  is  the  track  that  would  catch 
the  Metropolitan  crowd  and  visiting  strangers.  Bicycle  manu- 
facturers who  still  put  money  into  racing  reach  more  people, 
from  all  parts,  at  that  track  than  anywhere  else  in  the  country, 
and  they  should  use  their  influence,  if  any,  to  have  as  many 
Manhattan  appearances  as  possible  next  summer  for  the  pro- 
fessional cracks. 


The  cycle  man  on  this  side  feels  neither  grief  nor  pleasure 
that  "the  best-laid  plans"  of  the  trust  promoters  have  ended 
in  failure,  but  it  is  impossible  not  to  think  that  the  American 
trade  will  be  all  the  wholesomer  with  the  combine  gone  to 
the   limbo   of  all   such   artificial   trade  schemes. 

THUS  the  "Cycle  Trader,"  of  England,  in  an  article  en- 
titled "The  End  of  the  Yankee  Trust."  It  isn't  a  trust. 
It  is,  in  its  present  form,  a  healthy  combine,  and  the  sensible 
cohesion  of  its  members  will  strengthen  the  entire  American 
trade  for  domestic  and  foreign  competition.  It  is  only  in 
salary-grabbing,  petty  differences  and  further  absorption  of 
concerns  that  any  danger  lies. 


TAYLOR,  professional  champion,  refused  to  race  Sum- 
mersgill,  amateur  champion.  Consequently,  a  contem- 
porary calls  Taylor  yellow.  How  so?  A  championship  is  to 
a  professional  athlete  what  dynamite  is  to  a  blaster  of  mines. 
Only  fools  juggle  with  dynamite.  Taylor  was  willing  to  race, 
to  risk  a  title  of  great  value  to  him,  for  a  consideration.  As 
it  was,  there  was  practically  nothing  for  him  to  gain,  and  a 
possibility  of  losing  much  by  a  fluke. 

*  *     « 

IF  there  were  good  reasons  for  that  little  incident  at  Boston, 
whereby  the  L.  A.  W.  reinstated  Linton,  the  Welshman, 
so  that  he  might  return  to  Europe  and  race,  why  in  the  name 
of  common  sense  haven't  the  conservators  of  the  L.  A.  W. 
interests  mentioned  them?  The  general  impression  made  by 
this  Linton  incident  is  that  the  L.  A.  W.  has  been  prostituted. 

*  *     * 

THE  trade  factors  are  arranging  themselves  for  business. 
This  week  the  Iver  Johnson  people  step  up  on  to  the 
platform  and  talk  to  the  bicycle  agents  of  America.  Their 
confession  of  faith  has  the  ring  of  courage;  and  this  is  the  very 
sort  of  thing  the  trade  needs. 

»     *     * 

SATISFYING    to    the    newspaper    man    is    the    official 
statement   of   the    Canadian   bicycle    combine.     Full   of 
light.     The  whole  scheme  laid  out  for  the  perusal  of  every- 
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INVENTOR.  SUPERINTENDENT,  MERCHANT. 


hard  Aussera  was  brought  here  and  a 
branch  was  opened.  The  first  machine  was 
sold  from  the  branch  on  April  14.  Since 
then  over  4,000  machines  have  been  disposed 
of.  Within  a  week  69  wheels  have  gone  to 
London,  49  to  Cuba,  106  to  Japan,  and  a 
sample  order  is  being  closed  for  South  Amer- 
ica. A  profitable  acquaintance  with  over  fifty 
concerns  is  the  direct  result  of  opening  the 
New  York  branch. 

Another  example  of  the  'Mei- 
selbacH  acquisitive  faculty  is  the 
fact  that  there  is  a  franchise  by 
which  the  North  Milwaukee 
works  supply  electric  light  to 
that  town,  for  home  and  street 
use,  during  ten  years. 

A  rare  combination  of  econom- 
ical producer,  sympathetic  mas- 
ter, successful  merchant.  It  is 
generally  acknowledged  that  his 
success  in  the  cycle  trade  has 
been  phenomenal. 

Two  partners,  suppliers  of  ma- 
terial, personally  went  to  investi- 
gate 'Meiselbach  'because  his 
orders  were  surprisingly  large. 
Meiselibaich  wasn't  in.  While  one 
of  the  partners  sat  in  the  office, 
the  other  was  escorted  through 
the  factory.  He  returned  and 
beckoned  his  partner  outside. 
"No  need  to  wait  for  Meisel- 
bach," he  said.  "Any  man  who 
•can  run  factories  like  these  we 
can  trust.  Such  neatness,  such 
perfection  of  labor  saving — why, 
it's  the  nearest  to  the  straight- 
line  theory  I  ever  saw  in  my 
life." 

The  head  of  the  Meiselbach 
business  has  a  family  of  four 
bright  girls.  He  is  in  New 
York  now  with  Mrs.  Meisel- 
bach, who  has  never  been  east 
before.  They  will  remain  a  couple 
of  weeks — a  sort  of  long-de- 
ferred vacation  for  a  very  busy 
roan  and  his  better  half.  The 
busy  man  doesn't  age. 
Aussem,  Meiselbach's  eastern 
manager,  says  of  him:  "He  'has  never  had  a 
strike  on  his  hands  anywhere,  and  his  men 
never  kick  about  overtime.  He  knows  how  to 
make  every  man  under  him  feel  like  his 
partner.  Sick  men  and  their  families 
know  him,  too — or  rather  there  have  heen 
times  when  sick  men's  families  have  'been  pro- 
visioned free  for  whole  months  without  know- 
ing who  paid  the  butchers  and  grocers." 

Mr.  Meiselbach's  father,  grandfather,  great 
grandfather  and  great-great-grandfather— all 
were  expert  at  vehicle  building.  The  grand- 
father, about  sixty  years  ago,  invented  and 
used  in  Germany  an  automobile  wagon.  The 
grandmother  still  lives  in  Germany,  and  has 
the  ribbon  or  sash  which  ithe  Government 
awarded  to  her  husband  for  his  invention. 


A  CORRECT  phrenological  description  of 
A.  D.  Meiselbach,  the  North  Milwaukee 
bicycle  builder,  would  give  prominence  to 
these  'words,  or  words  to  the  same  effect: 
"Great  mechanical  ingenuity  and  exceptional 
ability  in  handling  workmen." 

'Mechanical  'ingenuity  applied  to  the  econom- 
'ical    production    of    good    bicycles     without 
frills   is   something  that  the   cycle    trade    will 
place  to  'Mr.  Meiselbach's  credit 
without  murmur.      His  success 
in     this     direction     has     been 
emphatic — phenomenal.      Those 
whom  he  formerly  served  as  su- 
perintendent are  the  quickest  to 
say  this.       They  know.       Great 
reduction  of  expense,  and  ,great 
increase  of  production  was  their 
Meisel'bachian  experience. 

The  success  of  his  diplomatic 
relations  with  men  working 
under  his  supervision  will  be 
immediately  acknowledged  by 
all  who  are  capable  of  realizing 
the  significance  of  this  record: 
Superintended  five  big  factories 
— at  one  time  managed  three 
simultaneously — ^employing  as 
many  as  800  hands,  in  smooth 
and  in  troublous  times,  and 
never  had  a  strike. 

A.  D.  Meiselbach  was  born  in 
New  York  City  thirty-six  years 
ago.  He  was  taken  to  Chicago 
when  he  was  four  years  old,  and 
had  a  common-school  educa- 
tion there.  Soon  after  he  left 
school  his  mechanical  abihty 
asserted  itself,  and  when  he  was 
eighteen  years  old  he  was  the 
master  of  a  shop  for  the  manu- 
facture of  inventors'  models.  He 
was  himself  an  inventor  of  a 
very  practical  kind.  Sewing 
machine  companies  found  value 
in  a  numher  of  his  ideas. 

In  due  course  the  desire  to 
produce  largely,  to  rule  men, 
appeared,  and  outgrew  the  mere- 
ly inventive  faculty.  The  superin- 
tendency  of  the  Ames  &  Frost 
works,  at  that  time  devoted  to  furniture  manu- 
facture, followed.  Opportunity  again  called,  this 
time  to  the  management  of  the  Columbus  Bi- 
cycle Co.'s  works  in  Columbus,  O.  Marked 
success  there.  Then  to  Milwaukee,  'where, 
with  two  partners,  he  manufactured  bicycles 
for  Lindsay  Bros. 

That  was  in  the  spring  of  '96.  Lindsay 
Bros,  could  not  market  as  fast  as  Meiselbach 
could  produce.  He  knew  his  goods  and  their 
price  to  be  worthy  of  wider  attention,  so  'he 
got  into  direct  touch  with  buyers,  and  early 
in  '97  started  the  -Milwaukee  Engineering  Go., 
and  a  little  later  the  Milwaukee  Mfg.  'Co.  The 
latter  he  housed  in  North  Milwaukee,  in  two 
big  factories  formerly  used  in  the  furniture 
trjide.    Then  he  took  in  new  partners  in  the 


operation  of  one  of  the  North  M'ilwaukee  fac- 
tories, and  the  A.  D.  Meiselbach  Gompany 
came  into  being.  The  latter  part  of  '97,  there- 
fore, found  him  the  president,  titular  and  act- 
ual, of  three  bicycle  manufacturing  concerns, 
each  of  considerable  magnitude. 

Early  in  1898  he  sold  the  first  two  con- 
cerns. In  the  autumn  he  bought  out  his  three 
partners     in     the     A.     D.     Meiselbach     Com- 


A.  D.  MEISELBACH. 

pany,  and  was  once  more  alone  in  the 
conduct  of  his  business.  The  word  "Com- 
pany" was  dropped.  The  business  grew 
marveJously.  One  day  there  called  at 
the  factory  office  a  man  who  knew 
this.  'He  asked  for  "M'ister  Meiselbach." 
"That's  me,"  said  the  'heaxi  of  the  concern. 
The  man  couldn't  believe  it.  "I  want  to  see 
your  father,"  he  said. 

In  1898,  Mr.  Meiselbach  was  Mayor  of 
North  Milwaukee.  He  refused  a  re-nomina- 
tion.    He  is  a.  Democrat. 

A  man  of  very  quick  commercial  perception. 
He  came  to  the  latest  New  York  cycle  show, 
realized  for  the  first  time  the  full  importance 
of  this  city  as  an  eastern  distributing  centre, 
and  three   days  after  his   return  home    Ger- 
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GENERAL    LAMP    TALK 


The  Best  Way  to  Generate  Acetylene  Gas  and  How  Different  Brains  Go  at  It  Differently— Curlicues  Versus 
Crude  Simplicity  —  Photographic  and  Acetylene  Enthusiasts  — A  Lamp  Repair  Shop  — roolish  Lamp 
Situation  in    Pittsburg. 


RESUME. 

This  series  of  articles  is  in  no  wise  antagonistic  to 
oil  and  electric  lamps,  but  is  intended  to  be  of  edu- 
cational interest  to  those  who  recognize  the  possi- 
bilities of  acetylene  lamps  but  are  deterred  from  sell- 
ing or  using  them  by  the  restrictions  of  insurance 
companies  and  by  ignorance  of  the  nature  of  calcium 
carbide. 

Previously  The  Wheel  has  shown  that  calcium  car- 
bide is  far  less  dangerous  than  the  ordinary  match,  and 
that  the  restrictive  policy  toward  it  in  the  East  by 
insurance  companies  is  incompatible  with  their  liberal 
policy  in  the  West.  Insurance  companies  tried  to 
retard  the  use  of  electric  lights  in  office  buildings. 
They  oppose  every  new  invention  that  in  any  way 
increases  their  risks.  Despite  their  opposition,  acety- 
lene gas,  the  product  of  calcium  carbide,  is  now  com- 
monly used  for  lighting  dwellings  and  streets  in 
many  parts  of  this  country  and  Europe,  and  their 
complete  surrender  in  the  Eastern  States  is  a  matter 
of  time,  controllable  by  the  producers  and  consumers 
of  carbide,  gas  generators  and  gas  lamps.  Acetylene 
gas  lamps  deserve  the  careful  study  and  support  of 
bicycle  agents. 

The  Wheel  of  July  27  contained  a  number  of  com- 
parisons showing  the  advantages  of  acetylene  in 
lighting  power,  safety,  etc.,  over  other  illuminants. 
There  has  been  much   ignorance  on  this  point. 

In  The  Wheel  of  August  3  the  romantic  history 
of  Cyclist  Willson's  discovery  of  a  commercially  possi- 
ble  method   of   making   calcium    carbide    was   stated. 

In  The  Wheel  of  August  10  the  scientifically 
proper  application  of  water  to  carbide,  to  generate 
gas   quickly   and   without   wasteful  heat,  was  shown. 

The  issue  of  August  17  showed  the  actual  quantity 
of  carbide  used  for  bicycle  lamps.  Liberally  esti- 
mated, one  in  five  riders  uses  an  acetylene  lamp. 
Many  more   can   be   sold. 

It  is  the  intention,  this  week  and  later,  to  print 
interesting,  educative  matter  on  the  subject,  and  to 
describe  each  week  one  acetylene  lamp. 

or  GENERAL  INTEREST. 

WE  have  now  covered  the  history  of 
calcium  carbide  and  its  product, 
acetylene  gas.  We  have  shown  how  a  lamp 
should  be  constructed  so  that  the  gas  will 
be  generated  economically,  quickly  and  with- 
out undue  heat.  We  have  shown  how,  where 
and  in  what  quantities  the  carbide  is  made, 
and  that  20,000  pounds  of  it  are  used  each 
day  for  bicycle  lamps.  The  safety  of  the  new 
illuminant.  compared  with  dner  things  which 
were  at  first  deterred  by  popular  conserva- 
tism and  insurance  restrictions,  has  been 
thoroughly  ventilated.  Now  we  will  take  up 
the  subject  at  random,  aiming  to  nourish  the 
interest  of  bicycle  dealers  particularly  and 
other  readers  as  well. 

There  is,  theoretically,  one  best  way  to  do 
everything.  This  applies  to  the  generation 
and  burning  of  acetylene  gas.  It  has  been 
somewhat  surprising,  in  the  course  of  The 
Whkel  representative's  examination  of  va- 
rious lamps,  to  find  hovv  many  "best"  ways 
tliere  are  of  applying  the  correct  theory.  In- 
genious mechanical  minds  do  not  all  run  in 
the  same  groove.  In  the  construction  of 
acetylene  lamps,  some  have  produced  e.xterior 
simplicity    and    interior    complexity.      Others 


have  reversed  this.     Some  have  applied  one  or 
the  other  quality  to  both  outside  and  inside. 

It  would  not  be  diflicult  for  a  rider  to  be- 
come an  enthusiast  on  this  subject.  The  fact 
that  an  acetylene  lamp  needs  more  care  than 
one  burning  oil  will  probably  excite  that  curi- 
osity in  many  cyclists  that  is,  in  a  greater 
degree,  evident  in  the  amateur  photographer 
who  not  only  pushes  the  button  but  "does  the 
rest."  There  are  little  curlicues  in  acetylene 
lamp  construction  which  will  appeal  to  the 
most  ordinary  scientific  mind — devices  by 
which  the  light  may  be  secured  with  the  least 
delay  after  the  water  flows;  by  which  the  gas 
may  be  made  absolutely  dry  before  it  reaches 
the  burner;  by  which  the  water  feed  will  be 
so  delicately  yet  automatically  regulated  that 
there  will  be  not  the  slightest  over-genera- 
tion of  gas,  or  too  slow  generation,  or  a 
smothered,  over-heating  generation,  etc.,  etc. 
Natural  laws — gravity,  capillary  attraction, 
e.xpansion,  distillation,  chemical  decomposi- 
tion, etc.,  can  be  toyed  with  to  the  heart's 
content  by  the  owner  of  an  acetylene  lamp. 

If  the  rider  has  no  time  nor  inclination  for 
hobbies — if  his  overworked  nerves  cannot 
stand  the  emptying  and  refilling  of  a  lamp 
after  every  night's  use  of  it,  or  if  the  brilliant 
light  itself  is  not  attractive  to  him — ^then  he 
had  better  get  a  good  oil  lamp  and  be  done 
with  it,  or,  as  a  compromise,  one  of  the  sim- 
pler, cruder  acetylenes.  As  for  the  dealer,  he 
should  make  it  his  business  to  be  interested 
in  the  best  there  is  in  the  lamp  line  if  he  seeks 
permanent  success.  Good  bicycles  and  good 
lamps  make  satisfied  customers — the  only 
profitable   kind,   in   the  long  run. 

If  a  man  walks  into  your  store  and  asks 
you  which  lamp  is  the  best,  don't  smile 
seraphically  and  reply:  "That,  my  friend,  de- 
pends. Now,  ah,  which  lamp  do  you  think 
is  the  best?"  When  a  prospective  customer 
asks  to  be  led,  lead  him.  Do  it  gently,  and 
know  that   what  you  say  is  right. 

It  is  reported  that  in  Chicago  a  bicycle 
lamp  repair  shop  has  been  opened.  It  is  a 
good  idea — con\-enicnt  for  the  rider  who 
knows  it  is  in  existence  and  where  it  is  lo- 
cated— btit  a  poor  commentary  upon  bicycle 
dealers  generally.  The  starting  of  that  shop 
means  that  regular  bicycle  dealers  are  willing 
to  sell  lamps  without  understanding  the  lamps 
and  without  being  prepared  to  keep  them  and 
the  customers'  tempers  in  order. 

Admitted  that  there  are  people  who  ought 
to  have  their  heads  examined  before  being  per- 
mitted to  buy  lamps  or  bicycles.  But  phre- 
nology iil.-i.ys  no  p.irl  in  the  work  of  the  retail 
nu'rclrint. 


In  Pittsburg  there  is  a  new  lamp  law. 
Foolishly,  there  is  also  a  lamp  war.  Some 
time  ago  the  Bundy  people  sent  a  represen- 
tative to  Pittsburg,  and  he  succeeded  in  get- 
ting all  the  dealers  but  one  to  co-operate  in 
upholding  price  and  depending  upon  real 
salesmanship,  and  if  his  work  has  fallen 
through  at  this  time,  when  there  is  a  big  de- 
mand for  lamps,  it  is  another  proof  that  87 
per  cent  of  all  of  us  merely  think  we  think. 

Next  week,  more  of  a  general  nature,  and 
sometliing   about   lighting   stores   and   homes. 


TnE  "  AUTOMATIC  "   LAMP. 

It  was  the  intention  of  the  Plume  &  At- 
wood  Mfg.  Co.,  in  naming  their  acetylene 
lamp  "Automatic,"  to  use  a  name  signifying 
the  pre-eminent  feature  of  the  lamp.  A  Wheel 
man  e.\amined  the  lamp  recently.  It  was  not 
large,  was  moderate  in  weight,  was  extremely 
simple  outside  and  correctly  scientifi.c  inside. 

The  water  is  automatically  fed  to  the  car- 
bide by  capillary  attraction,  and  is  automati- 
cally regulated  by  backward  pressure  of  the 
gas.  The  user  does  no  regulating.  He  turns 
on  the  flow.     The  lamp  does  the  rest. 


The  interior  arrangement  of  the  ".\uto- 
)uatic"  would  interest  and  please  any  student 
of  acetylene  gas  generation.  The  accompany- 
ing interior  illustration  shows  the  method. 
The  water  is  carried  in  the  lacket  surround- 
ing the  carbide  liolder.  It  drips  into  and  fills 
the  pan  at  the  bottom  and  by  gravity  pas.ses 
into  the  centre  tube,  above  the  pan,  far  enough 
to  seep  out  thrcuigh  two  slits  in  the  tube  and 
the   wr.-ipping  of  cloth   around   the   tube.      The 
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carbide  absorbs  water  and  emits  gas,  which 
is  dried  and  purified  on  its  way  to  the  burner 
by  passing-  through  a  coarse  felt  cap  at  the 
top   of  the   carbide   holder. 

The  aperture  through  which  the  gas  passes 
through  the  burner  is  so  small  that  while  a 
fine  light  is  thrown,  the  tendency  to  "blow" 
is  practically  absent,  it  being  easier  for  the 
generated  gas  to  push  back  the  water,  as  it 
were,  thereby  economizing  generation,  than 
to  force  its  way  through  the  burner. 


A  TEITONIC  WINNER. 


The  Plume  &  Atwood  people  are  extensive 
producers  of  other  brass  goods.  They  have 
offices  in  Chicago  and  New  York. 


Editors  Not  Privileged. 

A  wdieelman  who  was  recently  held  to  an- 
swer before  the  grand  jury  for  running  down 
a  pedestrian  on  a  sidewalk  in  St.  Paul  has 
brought  a  suit  for  $10,000  against  the  St. 
Paul  "Pioneer  Press"  for  publishing  an  article 
on  the  general  subject  of  scorching  by  wheel- 
men, in  which  his  case  was  mentioned,  by 
way  of  admonition,  without  giving  the  name 
of  the  alleged  offender  at  all.  In  a  very  sensi- 
ble discussion  of  the  law  of  the  sidewalk,  that 
journal  concedes  that  there  is  no  well-found- 
ed objection  to  the  use  of  the  sidewalks  by 
wheelmen  in  the  sparsely-settled  portions  of 
a  city,  where  the  unpaved  streets  are  often  im- 
passable for  bicycles  on  account  of  the  mud 
in  wet  weather:  provided  that  the  riders  will 
recognize  the  superior  rights  of  pedestrians  in 
that  part  of  the  street  which  is  primarily  de- 
signed for  travelers  on  foot.  It  seems  that 
the  associated  wheelmen  in  St.  Paul  appre- 
ciate the  duties  of  bicyclists  in  this  re- 
spect, and  have  organized  a  volunteer  police 
of  their  own  to  see  that  riders  do  not  abuse 
the  privilege  which  they  enjoy  of  wheeling 
upon  the  sidewalks  in  some  parts  of  the  town. 
They  realize  that  if  wheelmen  persist  in  riding 
on  the  sidewalks  at  a  dangerous  rate  of  speed, 
the  city  authorities  will  have  no  alternative 
but  to  prevent  them  from  riding  there  at  all. 


Isn't  This  Awful  ? 

You  read  ciueer  things  in  the  daily  papers. 
For  example,  who  ever  knew  that  Abbott 
Bassett  had  the  giving  away  of  the  National 
League  meet,  or  that  such  a  meet  ever  took 
place  in  Cincinnati,  until  the  following  was 
sent  out  and  published  in  a  large  number  of 
dailies,  any  one  of  which  should  have  known 
better:  "The  wheelmen  of  Cincinnati  have 
rejected  the  proposition  of  the  League  of 
American  Wheelmen  to  hold  their  IQtIl  meet 
in  Cincinnati.  An  ofTer  from  Abbott  Bas- 
sett, secretary  of  the  L.  A,  W.,  to  bring  the 
meet  here  was  read  at  a  meeting  of  wheelmen 
in  the  gymnasium  by  Senior  Consul  Herman 
Bumiller.  iCiiicinnati  once  entertained  the 
Ohio  division  of  the  L.  A.  W.,  and  people  who 
subscribed  to  the  entertainment  fund  had  to 
pay  one-fourth  of  their  subscription.  This 
influenced  last  night's  action." 


Gerhard    Aussem   and    the  Qualities  of   Salesman- 
ship by  Which  tie  Suc- 
ceeds. 

Since  the  A.  D.  Meiselbach  branch  was 
opened  in  New  York — the  first  sale  was  made 
on  April  14  of  this  year — connections  have 
been  made  with  fifty  concerns  who  did  not  buy 
from  Meiselbach  previously.  This  happy  re- 
sult is  due  to  the  goods,  their  price  and  the 
salesmanship  of  Gerhard  Aussem,  manager  of 
the   branch. 

Mr.  Aussem's  salesmanship  consists  of 
logic,  trustworthiness  and  a  winning,  vmob- 
trusive,  harmonious  nature.  He  intuitively 
plays  on  the  chords  that  a  smart-aleck  never 
finds. 

Aussem  has  been  with  Meiselbach  since  the 
fall  of  '9G.  He  was  in  the  shoe  business  in 
Milwaukee  for  ten  years  before  that.  He  is 
very  well  known  in  Milwaukee  cycledom,  hav- 
ing been  a  successful  handicapper  eight  years. 


GEKHAKD  AUSSEM. 

He  has  figured  the  starts  in  all  the  Asso- 
ciated Cycling  Club  road  races.  In  the  Cream 
City  road  race  of  July  4,  1894,  there  entered 
172  men.  It  was  a  12-mile  race,  yet  64  of  the 
riders  finished  within  three  and  one-half  min- 
utes after  the  first  man. 

Aussem  has  promoted  many  race  meets — • 
and  made  them  pay.  He  has  held  various 
club  positions,  and  so  far  has  become  presi- 
dent of  every  club  to  which  he  has  belonged. 
He  is  still  treasurer  of  the  associated  clubs 
of  Milwaukee,  and  was  serving  his  second 
two-year  term  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  North 
Milwaukee  when  he  left  for  the  East.  He 
was  born  in  Madison,  Wis.,  and  is  31  years 
old.  He  is  blessed  with  a  handsome,  helpful 
wife  and  two  fine  children. 


On  Changing  About. 

In  the  hope  of  adding  a  little  more  margin 
to  his  profits,  many  a  cycle  dealer  has  seen 
his  competitor  sweep  past  him  in  trade,  and 
gather  up  business  which  he  has  lost.  The 
reason  has  not  always  occurred  to  him.  It  is 
not  far  to  seek.  When  a  dealer  in  bicycles 
becomes  known  for  fair  and  sciuare  dealing 
and  for  handling  reliable  stock,  he  has  a  capi- 
tal  that   as   long  as   he   protects   it  cannot   be 


affected.  But  it  so  frequently  happens  that 
to  make  a  little  more    he  changes  about. 

He  has  been  handling  A.  B.  &  Co.'s  ma- 
chines. C.  D.  &  Co.'s  man  comes  along, 
and  he  changes  over  to  them  to  make  the  $5 
more  per  wheel  to  be  had  in  handling  their 
stock.  All  goes  well  for  a  time.  Sometimes 
even  years  elapse  before  the  penalty  is  paid. 
Keen-eyed  competitors,  however,  handle  the 
higher  grades,  and  are  not  slow  to  let  the 
public,  their  customers,  and  those  they  do  not 
succeed  in  getting  as  customers,  know  that 
Jones  is  handling  the  C.  D,  &  Co.'s  goods. 
The  cat  gets  out  of  the  bag  very  easily,  and 
cannot  be  put  back,  and  trade  slips  and  new 
concerns  appear  in  the  field,  and  Jones  won- 
ders why  times  are  getting  harder  and  fewer 
people   buying  bicycles. 

There  is  a  great  risk  run  in  changing. 
There  is  often  danger  in  not  changing.  Judg- 
ment is  seldom  at  fault  if  the  motive,  the  in- 
tention is  honest.  To  succeed  best,  men  must 
learn  to  act  in  harmony  with  the  great  drift 
and  tendency  that  controls  human  destiny. 

That  drift  and  tendency  is  to  give  the  most 
possible  for  a  dollar,  to  do  unto  others  as 
nearly  as  we  would  be  done  by.  Strange  as 
it  may  seem  and  read,  the  nearer  we  live  up  to 
the  golden  rule  the  more  dollars  we  have. 
There  is  something  in  the  constitution  of 
things  that  makes  it  so. 

Trade,  as  popularly  interpreted,  is  "grab." 
A  new  and  broader  interpretation  is  coming, 
borne  on  the  wheels  of  the  relentless  competi- 
tion of  the  age.  Men  do  not  get  good  or  be 
good  from  choice,  but  because  things  so  shape 
themselves  up  that  it  "pays"  to  be  good,  and 
we  are  only  as  good  as  it  pays  to  be. 

The  great  vitalization  forces  that  are  at 
work  all  through  that  mighty  fabric,  the  con- 
stitution of  things,  are  making  it  to  our  inter- 
est to  develop  character,  to  see  mentally  fur- 
ther, to  size  up  the  meaning  and  purpose  of 
this  everlasting  racket  we  call  business,  and 
to  learn  and  in  our  souls  recognize  that 
when  we  sell  Smith  a  bicycle  we  should  be  as 
much  interested  as  he  that  he  gets  the  value 
of  the  price  he  pays  us  for  it. 


Cycling  in  Oregon. 

It  was  in  the  north  end  of  Benton  county, 
so  the  returned  traveler  from  Oregon  relates. 
A  solitary  wheelman  pedaled  in  the  direction 
of  Corvallis,  The  wheel  was  a  sorry-looking 
machine  as  it  trundled  slowly  along.  Rags, 
buckskin  strings  and  wire  clotheslines  had 
been  applied  to  the  various  parts.  A  man 
after  four  nights  of  toothache  never  looked 
more  dilapidated  than  did  this  wheel.  Around 
the  rim  and  tire  of  the  hind  v/heel  was  wrap- 
ped about  four  miles  of  binding  twine.  "The 
tire  came  off  and  I  fastened  it  back  with 
twine,"  explaineu  the  rider  to  a  passerby. 
"Then  the  darned  thing  lost  its  wind  with  a 
puncture,  and  I  filled  it  up  with  oats,  and  now 
I'm  going  to  ride  to  Corvallis  or  bust." 


Train's  New  Saint. 

A  daughter  of  George  Francis  Train  had 
her  bicycle  stolen  recently.  Promptly  upon 
the  machine's  disappearance  the  following 
postal  from  G.  F.  T.  reached  the  police  au- 
thorities: 

"Please  try  and  find  my  daughter's  wheel. 
Hundred  dollar  bicycle.  Stolen  on  Lord's 
most  sacred  day.  Unless  you  all  start  up 
''Stop  thief!'  cry,  bicycle  saint  will  assuredly 
die.  Unless  found,  will  wipe  State  off  the 
map.  Oh,  commandment,  'Thou  shalt  not 
steal'  " 
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BOSTON'S    BEAN    POT. 


It  Was  Hung  on  the  Lapels  of  Many  Coats  Last  Week— Details  of  the  20th  Annual  L.  A.  W.  Meet— Runs 
Galore,  Through  Places  Historically  Rich— Taylor  and  the  Butlers  the  Racing  Stars. 


iSamc    old    story; 

'Same   old   crew. 
Same  old  pleasures — 

No-thing   new. 


AND  Still,  tho&e  who  go  to  the  annual 
national  meets  of  the  League  of  Amer- 
ican Wheelmen  remenTber  them  as  pleasantly 
funny  spots  on  the  maps  of  their  lives.  They 
are  glad  they  went,  and  are  usually  glad  to  go 
again,  and  again.  They  may  wonder  a  little 
how  it  happened  that  they  went  prepared  to 
attend  all  the  runs  and  wound  up  by  sleep- 
ing late  and  attending  hotel  gossip  and  after- 
noon races  and  all-night  smokers,  instead. 
They  may  not,  afterward,  be  able  to  recall  that 
the  thing  as  a  whole,  or  their  individual  pres- 
ences, made  a  very  great  dent  upon  the  sur- 
face of  the  world's  life.  But  they  go  just  the 
same,  and  are  repeaters. 

By  and  by  the  League  meet  may  die  out. 
It  is  not  what  it  used  to  be.  It  is  by  no 
means  the  deeply  fraternal  afifair  it  was  in  the 
pioneer  days.  It  is  no  longer — ^and  just  as  well 
not,  probably — the  scene  of  the  annual  busi- 
ness meeting.  But  all  things  pass,  and  are  to 
be  enj'oyed  in  ipassing,  and  so  long  as  the 
League  is  conducted  with  something  like 
common  sense,  and  to  a  useful  purpose,  the 
charm  that  winds  about  the  wheeling  life  will 
warrant  the  annual  get-together  time  and 
make  it  enjoyable.  It's  the  same  old  story — 
runs,  races,  smokers,  eats  and  talks;  but  old 
stories  are  the  best,  if  not  too  oft  repeated,  and 
if  the  listener  be  not  sour.  These  gatherings 
work  upon  one  like  meeting  a  friend  in  a  far- 
ofif  land.  They  are  reminiscently  as  much  to 
the  rider  of  a  wheel  as  the  tinkling  of  cow- 
bells to  the  man  brought  up  in  the  country. 

The  events  of  Monday  and  Tuesday  of  last 
week,  at  Boston,  were  reported  in  last  week's 
paper. 

WEDNESDAY. 

'Boston,  Wednesday. — A  local  newspaper 
writer,  referring  to  the  canoe  carnival  at  Wal- 
tham  last  night,  says  that  "they  plucked  the 
aurora  borealis  and  the  rainbow  from  the 
heavens  and  chained  them  to  canoes  to  make 
a  Watch  City  holiday." 

After  making  all  allowances,  to  accommo- 
date the  most  unpoetical  person,  the  sight 
must  still  be  described  as  probably  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  water  carnivals  ever  held  in 
the  world.  History  hints  at  some  rather  in- 
teresting affairs  in  that  line  in  the  old  Roman 
gardens,  but  there  were  no  Pain's  fireworks 
then.  Probably  100,000  people  saw  the  sbore 
illumin^ations  au'd  aquatic  features,  for  wliich 
drafts  were  made  upon  allegory,  mythology 
and  history.  And  over  all  this  artificial  dream- 
ery there  hung  the  crescent-like  fragment  of 
a  moon. 

Runs  began  at  eight  o'clock  this  morning. 
At  nine,  an  all-day  outing  'Over  the  route  of 
Paul  Revere's  ride.  Soon  afterward,  a  "per- 
sonally conducted"  tour  of  historical  buildings 
in  town.  At  eleven,  a  trip  down  the  harbor 
for  big  bugs  and  scribes,  and  a  hurried  lunch 


and  rush  to  the  Charles  River  Park  races 
afterward.  There  was  a  "bath"  run  this  after- 
noon, a  concert  and  fireworks  on  Boston 
Comnion  to-night,  and  hospitality  in  the  elub 
houses  all  the  evening. 

About  2,000  faces  were  "immortalized"  at 
eleven  this  morning  by  the  annual  photograph. 
The  pleasing  operation  occurred  in  front  of 
Hotel  Brunswick. 

When  the  books  closed  for  the  day  about 
3,000  riders  had  registered. 

The  attendance  at  the  races  wasn't  what  it 
might  have  been,  but  the  weather  and  racing 
were  fine.  Taylor  beat  Tom  Butler  in  his 
semi-final  of  the  one-third-mile  professional 
championship,  but  it  was  Butler,  Taylor,  Mc- 
Carthy (St.  Louis),  in  the  final,  in  46  seconds, 
and  Taylor  wishes  he  had'  watched  Tommy  a 
bit  closer.  Taylor  should  read  history,  with 
reference  to  Butler  cuteness. 

Tallandier,  of  'Paris,  and  Peabody,  of  Chi- 
cago, tied  for  first  in  the  final  of  the  quarter- 
mile  amateur  championship,  with  Wilson,  of 
Pittsburg,  behind  them.  Time,  33  seconds. 
(Goodson,  of  Australia,  lost  to  Tallandier  in 
the  semi-final,  the  time  being  32  seconds. 

McDuffee  rode  three  'miles,  paced  by  motor, 
in  5.08  3-5. 

'The  two-mile  multicycle  handicap,  profes- 
sional, was  won  by  Watson,  of  Indianapolis, 
and  Pouch,  of  Louisville,  100  yards,  in  3.57. 
Major  Tayloir  and  Casey,  of  W'Orcester,  70 
yards,  were  second,  and  Frank  and  'Nat  But- 
ler, scratch,  third. 

THURSDAY. 

Boston,  Thursday. — ^An  all-day  run  and  a 
shorter  one  started  this  morning.  This  after- 
noon, more  races.  To-night,  a  run,  vaude- 
ville in  Paul  Revere  Hall,  and  a  stag  smoker 
in  Mechanics'  Hall. 

An  announcement  was  made  this  morning 
which  was  not  on  the  programme.  It  was 
an  announcement  not  weill  calculated  to  help 
the  L.  A.  W.  among  those  who  consider  that 
it  has  shown  a  lack  of  backbone  in  dealing 
with  recalcitrant  racing  men.  The  announce- 
ment was  that  Tom  Linton,  the  Welshman, 
who  came  over  again  a  short  time  ago  and 
has  since  ridden  under  the  N.  C.  A.,  has  been 
reinstated  by  the  L.  A.  W.  The  good  old 
League  is  swallowing  some  very  unpalatable 
morsels  these  days.     Is  it  necessary? 

A  fair  crowd  and  excellent  racing  at  Charles 
River  Park  this  afternoon.  By  the  pocketing 
'process,  and  other  exigencies.  Major  Taylor 
was  shut  out  from  the  finals. 

The  half-mile  national  championship,  ama- 
teur, went  to  Goodso'U,  of  Australia,  in  2.11  4-5, 
v/ith  Tallandier,  of  Paris,  second  and  Wilson, 
of  Pittsburg,  third. 

iPeabody,  of  Chicago,  and  Tallandier  ran 
off  their  tie  for  the  quarter-mile  amateur 
championship,  and  Peabody  won  in  1.03. 

iWatson  Coleman,  of  Sprjngfi'eld,  Mass., 
won  the  five-mile  national  championship,  pro- 
fessional, in  10.55,  with  Llewellyn,  of  Chicago, 
second;  McLeod,  of  Canada,  third;  McCarthy, 
of  St.  Louis,  fourth. 


J'ames  Moran,  of  Chelsea,  Mass.,  won  the 
two-mile  national  championship,  amateur,  in 
4.22;  Ladue,  of  New  York,  second;  Ingraham, 
third. 

Bowler,  of  Chicago,  40  yards;  H.  Pouch, 
130  yards,  Llewellyn,  of  Chicago,  50  yards — 
that  was  the  finish  of  the  one-mile  professional 
handicap.     Time,  2.11 4-5. 

There  was  an  informal  meeting  this  morn- 
ing of  local  consuls,  the  Boston  local  con- 
sulate acting  as  host  at  the  Old  Colonial  Club. 
President  Keenan  said  the  Boston  consulate 
was  the  best  in  the  country,  and  that  the  rea- 
son was  the  character  of  the  men  in  charge. 
Elliott,  Wolfson  and  others  spoke. 
FRIDAY. 

Boston,  Friday. — This  isn't  exactly  an  all- 
night  town,  but  the  smoker  and  other  pleas- 
ures of  last  night  were  not  conducive  to 
Quakerish  restfulness,  and  many  are  conse- 
quently in  a  wish-it-was-over  frame  of  weari- 
ness this  morning,  not  as  a  rule,  however. 
And  as  the  day  wore  on  it  proved  as  active  as 
its  predecessors. 

Runs  were  again   well   attended.     No   won 
der.     History  is  planted  hereabouts.     All  New 
England  is  a  cemetery  of  wonderful  memor- 
ies, a  region  of  time-S'tamped  roads  and  land- 
marks. 

The  "Milwaukee  1900"  Club  is  making  its 
mark.  It  is  said  that  the  brewers  of  Milwau- 
ke'C  sent  two  car  loads  of  beer  to  back  up  the 
club's  arguments. 

Nearly  IQO  attended  the  Pioneers'  banquet 
to-night,  and  Abbot  Bassett  has  been  unani- 
mously elected  to  all  the  offices  in  the  organ- 
ization, from  president  down.  The  member- 
ship numbers  300. 

Retiring  President  Brown  introduced  Bas- 
sett as  toastmaster.  President  Keenan  spoke. 
Col.  Pope  said  the  comljine  of  bicycle  makers 
would  benefit  riders.  Frank  (Papa)  Wesiton 
told  of  early  days.  President  Rubenstein,  of 
the  Canadian  Wheelmen's  Association,  told 
of  matters  Canadian.  Sterling  Elliott  told  a 
story.  Secretary  Parsons  suggested  that  the 
L.  A.  W.  ought  to  drop  racing.  There  was 
applause.  Charles  Luscomb,  W.  B.  Everett 
and  Herbert  Hayes  spoke.  There  was  a  toast 
to  the  memory  of  the  founder  of  the  L.  A.  W., 
Charles  E.  Pratt,  and  the  pleasing  gastronom- 
ical  and  oratorical  ceremony  was  over,  to  be 
revived  another  year. 

Major  Taylor  came  to  the  front  in  to-night's 
races  by  winning  the  ihalf-mile  national  char- 
pionship,     professional.       McCarthy,     of     St. 
Louis,  was  second;  Bowler,  of  Chicago,  third. 
Time,  1.15. 

Moran,  of  Chelsea,  took  the  five-mile  ama- 
teur championship  from  We'ber,  of  Milwau- 
kee, and  Goodson,  of  Australia,  in  11.26  2-5. 

The  one-third-mile  amateur  championship 
went  to  Goodson,  of  Australia,  in  43  2-5; 
Peabody,  of  Chicago,  second:  Wilson,  of 
Pittsburg,  third. 

'Wilson,  Ladue,  Hurley,  was  the  finish  of  the 
half-mile  amateur  handicap  final.     Time,  1.02. 

Tom   Linton   rode   an   exhibition   ten   miles 
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The  George  N.  Pierce  Co., 
Makers  of  ** Pierce  Cycles** 
wish  to  announce  to  the 
Bicycle  Trade  that  it  is  not 
IN  A  TRUST  or  other  combina- 
tion, and  will  not  sell  to  de- 
partment STORES.  Also,  that 
its  product  for  1900  will  be 
only  the  highest  grade.  Also, 
that  it  is  NOW  prepared  to  al- 
lot AGENCIES  and  to  that  end 
invites  correspondence. 

THE  GEORGE  N.PIERCE  CO. 

BUFFALO.  BOSTON.   NEW  YORK. 


Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 
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hc-liind   niolor   pace   in    l(i..")7   :.'-"),    hrcakiii.u   liis 
own  record,   17. "1   1-5. 

SATURDAY. 

Boston,  Saturday. — The  last  day.  But  for 
Lon  Peck's  skillful  handling  of  last  night's 
races  they  might  have  lasted  all  niglit.  It  re- 
quired some  effort  on  the  part  of  some  to  rise 
betimes  this  morning  and  start  at  half-past 
seven  on  the  run  along  the  South  Shore  to 
Plymouth  Rock,  the  Pilgrims'  landing  place. 
There  was  another  run  this  morning,  and  one 
this  evening  to  the  vaudeville  entertainmen't 
at  Norumbega  Park. 

•When  the  books  closed  at  noon  they  con- 
tained about  4,5i.Kl  names,  the  second  largest 
in  the  League's  history. 

The  races  dragged  somewhat  this  afternoon 
and  were  not  finished  until  night.  A  surpris- 
ingly hot  finish  between  Tom  Butler  and 
Major  Taylor  occurred  in  the  one-mile  pro- 
fessional championship,  both  riders  showing- 
wonderful  sprinting  ability  at  a  point  where 
they  both  seemed  lost.  Butler  won  the  strug- 
gle. Taylor  second.  Carman,  of  Canada,  third. 
Time,  2.07  1-5. 

IMoran,  Peabody,  Weber,  Goodson,  was  the 
finish  in  the  one-mile  amateur  championship. 
Time,  2.34. 

The  Butlers  and  Taylor,  through  various 
reasons,  either  did  not  ciualify  for  the  final  of 
the  two-mile  handicap  or  lost  through  handi- 
capping. McCarthy,  of  St.  Louis,  180  yards, 
won  in  4.10;  Paquette,  of  iNew  Orleans,  140 
yards,  second;  McLean,  Chelsea,  220  yards, 
third. 

Harry  Gibson,  of  Cincinnati,  could  not  fol- 
low motor  pace  as  fast  as  Starbuck  could,  and 
the  latter  won  a  twenty-mile  match  m  3o.5i  3  5. 

To-day  was  hot  and  cloudy.  To-night  there 
is  the  usual  exodus.  To-morrow  he  who  ling- 
ers here  will  find  himself  in  Lonesomeville. 


THE    MEET  ANALYZED. 

Boston,  Aug.  20. — The  twentieth  national 
meet  of  the  League  of  American  Wheelmen 
is  now  a  memory.  It  will  'be  chiefly  remem- 
bered by  those  who  had  a  part  in  it,  not  for 
what  it  was,  but  for  what  it  might  have  been. 
That  does  not  mean  that  it  was  a  failure. 
It  wasn't;  on  the  contrary,  it  may  be  truthfully 
recorded  as  a  success.  But  it  is  left  to 
those  who  know  to  decide  who  was  responsi- 
ble for  the  measure  of  success  attained — the 
promoters  of  the  meet  or  a  kindly  Providence. 

Boston  could  not  prevent  visiting  wheel- 
men obtaining  a  pleasant  impression.  The 
attractions  of  the  Hub  City  and  its  environs 
are  too  numerous  to  be  overlooked  by  the 
cycling  guest.  The  magnificent  roads,  beau- 
tiful park  systems,  points  of  historic  and 
natural  interest,  the  seashore  and  the  hills,  all 
attract  the  wheelman  from  abroad.  He  could 
find  ample  means  of  entertainment  and  recre- 
ation, even  without  a  meet.  In  short,  Boston 
is  the  ideal  meet  city.  Add  perfect  weather, 
such  as  favored  the  League's  guests  last  week, 
and  what  is  wanting?  It  mattered  little  that 
the  meet  programme  was  not  what  it  might 
have  been.  The  visitors  found  plenty  of  hos- 
pitality and  means  of  amusement  outside  L. 
A.  W.  headquarters  and  apart  from  the  League 
programme.  But  a  few  of  the  enthusiasts 
who  wanted  the  League  to  get  the  credit  of  a 
great  meet  were  just  pessimistic  enough  to 
think  of  wasted  opportunities.  The  meet  was 
good  enough,  but  it  fell  far  short  of  being 
great,    while    it    might   have   been   greatest. 


For  Recreation  Purely. 

The  distinctive  impression  left  by  the  '0!) 
meet  was  that  it  was  a  gathering  of  cyclists 
for  recreation  pure  and  simple.  The  touring 
element  in  the  League  predominated  to  a 
very  noticeable  extent.  Racing  was  a  minor 
feature.  Political  and  social  reunions  and 
festivities  were  subordinate  happenings.  The 
tours  and  runs  were  the  chief  events  from  be- 
ginning to  end,  and  it  was,  perhaps,  as  well 
that  this  was  so,  for  it  saved  some  other 
features  of  the  programme  a  too  close  scru- 
tiny. The  visitors  paid  a  perfunctory  visit  to 
headquarters  to  secure  badges  and  souvenirs, 
and  thereafter  enjoyed  themselves  according 
to  their  individual  tastes.  The  city  was  full 
of  people  from  all  parts  of  the  country,  who 
had  taken  advantage  of  the  half-fare  railroad 
rates,  but  not  one  in  a  hundred  was  a  League 
member,  and  the  organization  let  slip  a  golden 
opportunity  for  securing  members  by  not  at- 
taching to  the  one-fare  rate  a  two-dollar  fee 
for  League  membership.  Nevertheless,  the 
League  attendance  was  large,  over  4,000  regis- 
tering at  headquarters,  and  even  these  figures 
did  not  represent  the  total  membership  pres- 
ent. 

Touring  the  Feature. 

As  has  been  said,  the  touring  feature  of  the 
meet  was  its  chief  success.  Chairman  A.  D. 
Peck,  of  the  Tours  and  Runs  Committee,  had 
prepared  a  programme  which  embraced  the 
multitude  of  delightful  touring  features  in 
which  Boston  and  its  suburbs  abound.  This 
programme  was  carried  out  to  the  letter  by 
a  capable  corps  of  guides,  and  the  runs  were 
patronized  in  such  numbers  as  to  leave  head- 
quarters almost  deserted  and  other  meet 
features  sadly  neglected.  The  runs  took  in 
everything  from  trips  through  the  park  sys- 
tems to  all-day  runs  to  distant  shore  and  in- 
land resorts,  and  there  was  so  much  to  see 
that  few  saw  it  all,  and  none  as  much  as  they 
desired. 

About  the  Hospitality. 

There  was  a  good  deal  of  hospitality  on 
tap,  though  of  varying  quality.  The  cycle 
clubs,  almost  without  exception,  kept  open 
house  and  entertained  in  a  manner  which 
reflected  creditably  upon  their  idea  of  the 
obligations  of  meet  hospitality.  The 
same  comment  cannot  be  made  on  some 
features  of  the  entertainment  advertised  as  a 
part  of  the  meet  programme.  The  Boston 
Bicycle  Club  entertained  the  pioneers  royally, 
and  the  Massachusetts,  Metropolitan,  Colo- 
nial, Roslindale  and  other  clubs  did  the  same 
for  the  visitors  at  large.  As  for  the  official- 
meet  programme,  it  afforded  the  visitor  as 
much  entertainment  as  he  liked,  provided  he 
paid  for  it.  Exceptions  to  this  were  the  free 
band  concert  on  Boston  Common,  given  at 
the  expense  of  the  city,  and  the  "stag"  smoker 
in  Mechanics'  building,  which  most  of  the 
crowd  left  before  it  was  over.  There  was 
also  a  ball,  to  which  a  limited  number  of 
invitations  were  issued,  resulting  in  a  crush, 
a  good  time  for  those  on  the  inside,  and  hard 
feelings  for  those  left  out.  The  Mayor  gave 
a  luncheon  to  a  chosen  few,  and  as  the  city 
paid  for  it,  it  was  above  criticism.  There  was 
also  a  press  banc|uet,  at  which  very  few  visit- 
ing newspaper  men  were  present,  fortunately 
for  Boston.  But  none  of  these  things  inter- 
ested the  mass  of  visiting  members.  Boston's 
natural    attractions    sufficed    for    them. 

The  racing  feature,  heretofore  dominant  at 
League    meets,    this    time    took    a    back    seat. 


This  nny  have  been  due  to  the  existing  con- 
troversy over  race  control,  and  it  may  have 
been  because  of  the  character  of  the  pro- 
gramme. The  latter  was  evidently  prepared  to 
please  the  riders  rather  than  the  public.  Three 
afternoons  and  rjne  evening  of  racing  were 
arranged,  and  it  was  the  most  monotonous 
meet  ever  remembered.  Each  day's  pro- 
gramme numbered  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
events,  all  of  a  deadly  sameness.  On  two 
afternoons  darkness  intervened  before  the  end 
was  reached,  and  at  the  evening  meet  it  was 
midnight  before  the  crowd  could  get  away 
from  the  track.  Sprint  racing  was  overdone, 
and  the  only  middle-distance  paced  event  was 
a  match  between  a  couple  of  third-rate  riders. 
Nevertheless  there  was  some  excellent  short- 
distance  competition,  and  for  those  who  could 
stand  the  diet  there  was  considerable  sport, 
principally  in  the  amateur  class. 
How  Linton  Worked  'Em. 
A  feature  of  the  race  programme  which 
occasioned  much  comment  was  the  appear- 
ance of  Tom  Linton  in  a  lO-mile  motor- 
paced  exhibition.  Linton  on  Tuesday  rode 
at  the  outlaw  meet  at  Waltham,  winning  a  big 
match  event  in  world's  record  time  for  the 
hour.  On  Friday  evening  he  appeared  under 
L.  A.  W.  auspices,  it  being  announced  that  he 
had  paid  the  fine  imposed  by  the  L.  A.  W. 
Racing  Board  and  had  been  reinstated  into 
League  favor.  As  a  matter  of  fact  Linton 
and  his  manager  very  cleverly  "worked"  the 
L.  A.  W.  racing  authorities.  Linton  desired 
to  return  to  England  and  France  for  the 
profitable  racing  season  there,  but  could  not 
do  so  unless  in  good  standing  with  the  L.  A. 
W.,  which  is  recognized  by  the  foreign  racing 
organizations  as  the  only  controlling  body  in 
this  country.  Having  made  all  he  could  in 
outlaw  matches  in  the  United  States,  Linton 
"worked"  the  L.  A.  W.  Racing  Board  for  re- 
instatement, so  as  to  be  able  to  race  abroad 
on  his  return  next  week.  Of  course  he  was 
fined.  The  amount  was  said  to  be  a  large  one, 
but  the  Racing  Board  kindly  consented  to 
permit  Linton  to  "work  it  out"  by  riding  the 
10-mile  exhibition,  and  he  attained  his  object 
without  the  loss  of  a  dollar  and  only  a  trifling 
bit  of  exertion.  The  exhibition  pleased  the 
crowd,  but  not  half  so  much  as  it  doubtless 
tickled  Linton  and  his  manager.  This  was 
only  a  sample  of  the  ostrich-like  performances 
which  have  characterized  the  course  of  the 
present  L.  A.  W.  racing  administration.  The 
chairman  of  the  Racing  Board  officiated  as 
referee  at  the  meet  races,  and  allowed  himself 
to  be  bulldozed  right  and  left,  one  incensed 
rider  even  hurling  an  opprobrious  epithet  in 
his  face  on  the  track  in  the  presence  of  all  the 
officials,  and  without  punishment.  The  con- 
sequence of  this  lack  of  decision  was  seen  in 
several  untimely  arguments  which  delayed  an 
already  long-drawn-out  programme,  and 
moved  the  spectators  to  frecjuent  demonstra- 
tions  of  disapproval. 


More  Room  for  Snow. 

Workmen  are  busy  on  the  factory  recently 
vacated  by  the  E.  C.  Stearns  Company,  which 
they  used  for  their  hardware  department.  The 
building,  when  altered,  will  be  occupied  by 
the  Snow  Cycle  Chain  Co.,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
chain  manufacturers.  This  is  the  third  time 
they  have  been  compelled  to  seek  larger  quar- 
ters. In  their  new  factory  they  expect  to 
establish  a  permanent  home.  They  have  had 
a  very  prosperous  season,  and  were  obliged 
to   run    day   and    night    for   six    months. 
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ECONOMY  PROMPTS 
ATLANTIC  WELDLESS  TUBING 


It  is  economy  to  buy  Weldless  Cold-Drawn  Steel  Tubing 
that  can  be  depended  upon — 

Tubing  that  is  perfectly  uniform  in  strength  and  finish,  that 
is  absolutely  accurate  in  gauge — 

That  is  not  pitted  or  crystallized  every  here  and  there — 
Tubing  that  is  of  the  same  high  standard  of  quality  for  one 
foot  or  a  thousand  feet. 

That  is  the  sort  of  material  we  offer  you  in  Atlantic  Weld- 
less  Cold-Drawn  Steel  Tubing. 
Could  we  say  more  for  it  ?     Could  you  ask  more  ? 
Hardly,  unless  it  should   be   about  the  deliveries,  and  we 
can  reassure  you  on  that  point. 

We  will   deliver  orders   just  when   we  say  we  will.      Your 
igoo  output  will  not  be  delayed  on  our  account 
Write  if  you  would  like  more  details. 


ATLANTIC  TUBE  COflPANY. 


General  Offices, 

723=725    LIBERTY  AVENUE, 

PITTSBURG,  PA. 


Branch  Offices, 
NEW  YORK   AND   CHICAGO. 


Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 
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COOPER  ONE-MILE  CHAMPION. 


In  a  Close  Finish  with  Riser  and  Kimble  the  Graceful 
Detroit  Capitalist  Landed  the  N.  C.  A.  Laurel  Wreath. 


EVERY  rule  has  its  exceptions.  As  a 
rule,  of  late,  when  chunky  Kiser  has 
started  down  the  homestretch  on  satisfactory 
terms  with  the  other  riders,  the  other  riders 
have  been  left.  The  exception  occurred  last 
Saturday  at  Manhattan  Beach,  in  the  final  of 
the  one-mile  N.  C.  A.  championship  event. 
There  w^ere  other  events  of  unusual  interest, 
notably  the  one-third  mile  metropolitan  ama- 
teur championship,  in  w'hich  something  hap- 
pened io  Wahrenberger's  thinking  apparatus 
in  the  homestretch,  spoiling  what  should 
have  been  a  fine  finish  with  Kramer.  The 
two  had  previously  fought  out  the  finish  of 
the  Corbin  mile  handicap,  and  Kramer  won 
by  half  a  length,  seemingly  finding  it  an  easy 
thing  to  do. 

The  weather  was  muggy  and  threatening, 
and  there  was  only  half  a  crowd,  and  a  sticky. 
sleepy  one  at  that,  which  could  not  be  aroused 
to  any  enthusiasm. 

The  starters  in  the  final  of  the  one-mile  N. 
C.  -A.  championship  were  Kimble,  Cooper, 
Kiser,  Sims  and  Orlando  Stevens.  A  pace- 
maker started  30  yards  ahead.  At  the  shot, 
Stevens  went  behind  the  pacemaker,  with 
Cooper,  Kiser,  KinAle  and  Sims  following  in 


that  order.  The  gait  was  fast.  At  two-thirds 
of  a  mile  the  men  spread  on  leaving  the  home- 
stretch. Kimble  ran  high  on  the  bank  and 
half  way  up  the  backstretch  took  the  lead, 
outside.  Cooper  and  Kiser  went  for  him  as 
with  arched  back  he  hurried  by.  Cooper, 
second,  swung  toward  the  pole  entering  the 
homestretch,  with  Kiser  a  length  behind. 
Then  Kiser  jumped.  He  got  his  handle-bar 
alongside  Cooper's  leg  and  finally,  getting  out 
of  his  saddle,  made  a  hard  fight  for  it,  keeping 
naggingly  close  to  Cooper.  The  Detroit  man 
prevented  any  further  advantage,  however. 
Kimble  was  third  at  the  pole,  about  half  a 
length  behind  Kiser.  The  time  was  2.06  4-5. 
There  were  four  heats  for  the  above  race, 
winners  of  heats  to  quahfy,  and  there  was  an 
extra  heat  for  those  who  finished  second,  win- 
ner of  the  extra  heat  to  enter  the  final.  The 
heats  were  all  run  in  about  2.25.  In  the  first 
McFarland  lost  to  Cooper.  Kiser  won  the 
second  from  Freeman,  Downing,  Eaton  and 
others  of  less  fame.  Orlando  Stevens  cap- 
tured the  next  from  Walthour,  Maya,  Doggie 
Stevens,  Thompson,  of  Canada,  and  A.  C. 
Mertens.  Kimble  beat  Sims,  Fisher,  Furman 
and    others    in    the    fourth    heat,    and    in    the 


extra  heat  for  second  men  Sims  won  in  slow 
time,  2.33  3-5,  beating  Eaton,  Walthour  and 
Robert  Miller,  of  New  York. 

This  was  Kramer's  day,  in  amateur  riding. 
In  the  Corbin  mile  handicap  he  started  from 
scratch  with  Wahrenberger  and  Nye.  He 
finished  half  a  length  ahead  of  Wahrenberger, 
in  a  grinding  finish.  Wahrenberger  cannot 
jump,  and  he  did  not  unwind  soon  enough. 
Ross,  the  Irvington-Milburn  road  race  winner, 
landed  third.     The  time  was  good — 2.05  1-5. 

Wahrenberger  wabbled  unaccountably  at 
the  head  of  the  homestretch  in  the  final  of  the 
one-third  mile  metropolitan  amateur  cham- 
pionship. By  doing  so  a  fine  finish  with 
Kramer  was  spoiled.  The  finish  was  Kramer, 
Crooks,  of  Brooklyn;  James  Hunter,  of  New 
York.  Time,  45  1-5.  Also  ran,  *Nye,  Munz, 
Wahrenberger. 

W'hen  Kiser  is  at  30  yards  and  the  bunch 
far  beyond,  the  scratch  men  have  hard  scratch- 
ing, for  Kiser  never  waits  to  pull  them  along. 
It  was  so  in  the  final  of  the  two-mile  handicap. 
McFarland  and  Cooper,  scratch,  were  losers 
from  the  start.  Cooper  probably  war^ted  to 
save  himself  for  the  mile  championship,  which 
came  later,  and  dropped  out  at  one  and  one- 
eighth  miles.  McFarland,  with  a  flat  tire, 
dropped  out  in  the  next  lap.  Kiser  had  mean- 
time gotten  the  right  position,  entering  the 
last  lap  third.  There  was  a  big  field,  and  a  fine 
miscellaneous  swoop  onto  the  last  curve,  but 
the  little  pink  chunk  came  out  of  the  mess 
sensationally  and  won  by  a  length.  Walthour, 
of  Georgia,  30  yards,  second;  Fisher,  of  Chi- 
cago, 30  yards,  third;  Sims,  of  Washington, 
IM)  yards,  fourth;  Thompson,  of  Canada,  180 
yards,  fifth.     Time  4.30  2-5. 
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PREPARED  TO  TALK" 


I  To  the  Jobbing  Trade  on  our  Line  of  1900  Models. 
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Belo-w  are  some  of  the  representative  distributers  of    Snell  and  Ensign   Bicycles,  who 

can  tell  you  some  of  their  qualities: 


John  S.  Leng's  Son  &  Co.,    Elastic  Tip  Co., 

NEW  YORK  CITY.  BOSTON,  I^IASS. 


Layman-Carey  Co., 

INDIANAPOLIS,  IND. 


Leavitt  &  Bill,    Mitchell,  Lewis  &  Staver,    Fobes  Cycle  Supply  Co., 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.  PORTLAND,  OREGON.  SEATTLE,  WASH. 

SNELL  CYCLE  CO.,  Toledo,  Ohio,  U.  S.  A. 

Kindly   mention   The   Wl'ee]. 
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It's  easy 

to  double  your  profits  next  year 
if  you  buy  from  one  house  and 
buy  right. 

Don't  shop  around — place  your 
business  with  us.  We  have 
everything  for  bicycle  builders 
and  dealers  at  profit=producing 
prices. 

Send  for  a  copy  of  our  revised  net  price=list;  it 
will  help  you  save  money  now. 

Excelsior  Supply  Co. 

Established  1876, 

88=90  Lake  St.,  Chicago. 


Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 
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QUALITY.         SEASON  of 

The  Best  in  the  World.         1900, 


CAPACITY. 

1,000  Pairs  Per  Day. 


FINISH, 

Of  Undoubted 

Superiority. 


OUR  LINE: 

Single^Piece  Only 


(  L  ^  '  W\ 


in 


\ 
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Plain  Varnish, 
Enamels,  Stripes 
and  Stains. 


See  That   Joint? 
It  holds  INDEPENDENT  OF  GLUE. 


WRITE  US 
FOR  SAMPLES. 


K.  &  C.  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  Ayer,  Mass. 


Kindly   mention  The  Wheel. 
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WON   AND  QUIT. 


"Me"  Gets  the   five  and  Then  Sulks  Because  He 
Loses  His  Place. 

Floyd  McFarland  carried  off  the  honors  in 
the  best  race  of  the  day,  a  five-mile  handi- 
cap, on  the  Vailsburg  board  track  Sunday 
afternoon.  Owen  Kimble,  who  came  in  third, 
protested  that  Bob  Walthour,  second  in  the 
race,  elbowed  him  on  the  homestretch,  but  the 
protest  was  not  allowed.  The  weather  was 
lowering,  but  there  was  a  big  crowd  and 
much  enthusiasm,  especially  over  McFarland's 
fine  riding.  W.  E.  Mosher,  of  New  York, 
distanced  a  bunch  of  future  greats  in  the  half- 
mile   amateur   handicap    contest. 

Jay  Eaton  has  a  rule  of  his  own  which  states 
he  does  not  allow  any  race  meet  at  Vailsburg 
to  pass  without  winning  something.  He  was 
an  easy  victor  in  the  quarter-mile  professional 
open  race,  with  H.  B.  Freeman,  Bob  Wal- 
thour and  Owen  Kimble  following  him  across 
the  tape  in  the  order  named.  Arthur  Ward,  of 
Bloomfield,  appeared  to  have  an  easy  thing 
of  victory  in  the  quarter-mile  novice. 

When  the  extra  heat  for  second  men  in  the 
quarter-mile  professional  open  contest  was 
called  McFarland  was  slow  in  taking  his  place 
at  the  pole,  and  another  man  was  put  there. 
When  the  San  Jose  flyer  did  put  in  an  ap- 
pearance he  insisted  on  taking  the  place  at 
first  appointed  for  him,  and  refused  to  ride 
because  the  officials  would  not  grant  his  de- 
mand. Fred  Sims,  of  Washington,  whose 
hoodoo  has  pursued  him  to  Newark  before, 
had  a  spill  in  the  first  heat  of  the  quarter-mile 
open,  and  encountered  the  boards  of  the  track 
so  heavily  that  he  may  be  unable  to  ride  for 
a  week  or  two. 


Words  of  Wisdom  These. 

'Talking  of  his  final  divorce  from  racing, 
John  S.  Johnson  said  that  all  the  fast  riders 
were  preparing  to  go  into  some  other  business 
than  racing.  Those  who  have  saved  any 
money  out  of  their  winnings  in  past  years 
have  a  chance  to  do  well,  he  says,  because  in 
order  to  be  a  success  on  the  track  a  man  must 
possess  at  least  the  average  amount  of  brains. 
For  those  who  have  scattered  their  wealth  a.s 
they  went,  Johnson  predicts  a  pretty  hard  row 
of  stumps.  Those  who  have  trades  or  special 
aptitudes  may  be  able  to  swing  into  the  har- 
ness of  work-a-day  existence,  but  the  ordinary 
man  with  nothing  to  recommend  him  but  a 
certain  amount  of  speed  that  cannot  be  mar- 
keted, is  the  fellow  who  will  really  suffer  from 
the  collapse  of  the  racing  game. 


THEN  IT  RAINED. 


Amateurs  Treated  to  a  Dose  of  Cold  Water  with 
Thunder  on  the    Side. 

About  1,200  people  assembled  at  Berkeley 
Oval  on  Monday  night  to  witness  a  cycle  meet 
by  electric  light.  The  evening's  entertainment 
opened  with  John  Schuessler,  the  bicycle  po- 
liceman, riding  a  paced  mile  in  1.50,  breaking 
the  police  record  for  the  distance.  George  C. 
Schrieber  and  Frank  Kramer  rode  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  on  a  tandem  in  23  2-5  seconds. 

The  event  of  the  evening  was  a  fifty-mile 
amateur  race  which  had  thirty-one  starters. 
The  start  was  made  at  8.30  and  in  getting 
away,  Torrence,  winner  of  the  recent  100-mile 
race,  fell  and  was  lost  in  the  shuffle.  By  the 
time  he  got  up  and  started  again  he  was  so 


far  behind  that  all  chances  he  might  have  had 
of  winning  were  lost.  There  were  special 
prizes  offered  for  the  first  ten,  twenty  and 
thirty  miles. 

At  ten  miles  G.  W.  Crook  made  a  play  on 
the  last  quarter,  and  between  the  vivid  flashes 
of  lightning  and  the  heavy  peals  of  thunder 
Crook  and  Danny  Sullivan  had  a  neck-and- 
neck  scramble  for  the  tape.  Crook  winning 
by  a  wheel's  length.  Time,  ten  miles,  22.07  2-5 
The  storm  then  burst  and  a  general  stampede 
occurred.     The  race  was  declared  off. 


fIXTLRES. 


N0TI1ING   IN   IT. 


Racing  No  Longer  Pays  Anyone  to  Follow  Profession- 
ally, Becker  Says. 

Talking  to  a  Minneapolis  reporter  W.  E. 
Becker,  one  time  five-mile  champion  of  the 
world,  lets  the  light  shine  in  behind  the  scenes 
in  this  fashion: 

"Racing  in  the  East  is  going  down  hill  at  a 
terrific  clip.  It  is  not  as  far  gone  yet  as  is 
the  case  out  West,  but  it  is  not  stretching  the 
truth  at  all  to  say  that  in  a  few  weeks  from 
this  time  racing  in  the  East  will  be  at  a  stand- 
still. As  matters  stand  at  present,  seconds 
raters  find  it  out  of  the  question  to  make 
enough  for  their  living  expenses. 

"The  top-notchers,  like  McFarland,  Stev- 
ens, Cooper  and  Kiser,  perhaps  clear  $150  to 
$200  a  month,  depending  entirely  on  their 
speed,  but  if  they  lose  form  and  cannot  win, 
they  have  to  draw  on  their  reserve  funds  for 
expenses,  and  as  this  sort  of  thing  occurs 
quite  frequently  I  do  not  believe  any  of  them 
have  managed  to  save  much  on  the  year's 
work. 

"Downing  and  Freeman  have  spent  $650  to 
date  since  the  season  opened,  and  their  win- 
nings have  amounted  to  $400,  so  you  see  they 
are  pretty  heavily  out  of  pocket  by  following 
the  circuit.  Fisher  and  Dawson  have  cleared 
about  $200  each  on  the  entire  season,  and 
Arthur  Gardiner,  the  fastest  man  in  the  world 
as  well  as  the  most  sensible  rider  on  the  track 
to-day,  has  decided  to  quit  it  cold  after  losing 
$150. 

"Outside  of  the  men  I  have  mentioned  there 
is  not  a  competitive  rider  in  the  business  who 
has  made  $100.  I  consider  myself  lucky  to 
break  even  and  intend  to  let  it  go  at  that.  To 
tell  you  the  truth,  bicycle  racing  is  a  miserable 
business  as  at  present  conducted,  and  I  am 
thankful  to  get  out  of  it  with  a  whole  skin." 


More  Sunday  Racing. 

The  attempt  to  transplant  Sunday  racing 
from  New  Jersey  to  Long  Island  was  under- 
taken last  Sunday  at  the  Queens  County  Driv- 
ing Park,  Maspeth.  One  of  the  "features" 
was  the  riding  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bush,  of  the 
Nassau  Wheelmen,  in  the  two-mile  tandem 
race,  the  married  pair  finishing  second  in  the 
first  heat  after  pacing  the  entire  bunch  the 
best  part  of  the  journey.  They  finished  fourth 
in  the  final  heat.  William  H.  Willcott,  of  the 
Waverley  Bicycle  Club,  smashed  the  "track 
record"  for  half  a  mile,  paced  by  Dorl  and 
Hughes,  of  the  Nassau  Wheelmen,  on  a  tan- 
dem. 


Drury  Makes  New  Figures. 

James  Drury,  the  fast  young  Canadian,  made 
a  new  record  at  the  Queen's  Park  track,  Mon- 
treal. Saturday  afternoon,  by  doing  the  mile 
in   1   minute  and  37  seconds. 


L.  A,  W. 


AUGUST. 
26-^New  Bedford,  Mass.,  H.  F.  Morlock. 
26 — ^Caledonian  Club,  Wilkes  Barre,  Pa. 
26 — 'Berwick  Wheelmen,  Berwick,  Pa. 
26— Olive  Wheel  Club,  Lynn,  Mass. 
26 — ^Westport  Bicycle  Track  Association,  Westport,  Pa. 
26— Panhandle  Athletic   Club,   Columbus,   O. 
26 — ^Chelsea  Cycle  Club,  Saugus,  Mass. 
26 — \y.   Bletzacker,  'Lancaster,   O. 
29 — ^Driving     Park     and     Fair     Association,     Hoosick 

Falls,   N.    Y. 
29— Brazil    Cycling   Club,    Brazil,    Ind. 
30— Wilkesbarre,   Pa.,  West  End  Wheelmen. 
31— Wilkesbarre,   Pa.,  West  End  Wheelmen. 
31— G.  A.  Place,  Conrad,  N.  H. 

SEPTEMBER. 
1 — Punxsawtaney     Fair     Association,     Punxsawtaney, 

Pa. 
2 — Tip  Top  Cycle  Club,  Akron,  Ohio. 
2 — Philadelphia,   Pa.,  Associated  Cycling  Clubs. 
4 — Lobdell  Cycling  Club,  Marietta,  Ohio. 
4 — H.  W.  Foltz,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
4— W.  H.   Little  and  H.   L.  Allison,  Keene,  N.  H. 
4— York  Wheeling   Club,   York,   Pa. 
4— Y.  M.  C.  A.  Wheel  Club,  Williamsport,  Pa. 
4 — Brunswick   Bicycle   Club,   New  Brunswick,   N.   J. 
4 — ^Electric   \\'heelmen,    Reading,   Pa. 
4 — Ossining   Wheelmen,   'Sing   Sing,    N.   Y. 
4 — :Xewburgh    \\'heelmen,    Newburgh,    X.    Y. 
4— 42d  Ward   Bicycle   Club,   Rockport,    O. 
4 — Minnesota   State  A.    S.,   Hamline,   Minn. 
4 — Poughkeepsie  Bicycle   Club,   Poughkeepsie,   N.   Y. 
4 — S.    E.   French,   Orange,   Mass. 

4 — ^Labor   Day  Amusement   Committee,   Elwood,    Ind. 
4 — Central    Federation    Labor,    Troy,   N.    Y. 
4 — iMuncey  Valley  Farmers'   Club,  Hughesville,  Pa. 
4 — National   Brotherhood  O.   Potters,  Trenton,   N.  J. 
6 — ilifflin  Co.,  Agricultural  Fair,  Lewiston,  Pa. 
9 — ^Morris  Wheelmen,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
9 — Referee  \\'heelmen,    Philadelphia,   Pa. 
26 — Mineola,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  Alex  Schwalbach. 
OCTOBER. 
4 — H.   A.   Keith,   Brockton,   Mass. 

4 — Cape  May  'Co.  Fair  Association,  Cape  May,   N.  J. 
5 — H.  A.  Keith.  Brockton,  Mass. 

5 — Cape   May   Co.   Fair  Association,  'Cape  May,  N.   J. 
6— H.  A.   Keith,  Brockton,  Mass. 
7— H.  A.   Keith,  Brockton,   Mass. 

N.  C.   A. 

AUGUST. 
24 — Asbury  Park,  N.  J.:  A.  A.   Zimmerman,  secretary. 
25— 'Erie,   Pa. :   S.  W.  Ramsey. 
25-26— New  York  City:   Berkeley  Oval. 
26 — Philadelphia:  Woodside  Park  Track. 
26 — Bridgeport,   Conn.:   Pleasure   Beach,   L.  M.    Rich, 

manager. 
26 — ^Providence,  R.   I.:   Crescent   Park  Cycle  Track  As- 
sociation. 
27 — Vailsburg,    N.   J.;  New  Jersey  Racing  Association. 
28— Trenton,    N.    J.:    Capital    Circle,    Brotherhood   of 

Union,  James  Eardley,  secretary. 
31— Buffalo, 'N.  Y.:  Buftalo  Athletic  Field. 

SEPTEMBER. 
1-2— Wilkes   Barre,   Pa.:   West  End   Wheel   Club,  J.   P. 
Hunter,  captain. 
4 — \'ai]sburg,    N.   J.;   New  Jersey  Racing  Association. 
4— Red   Bank   N.  J.:   Red   Bank  Wheelmen. 
4— Buffalo,   N.   Y.:   Ramblers'  Bicycle   Club. 
4 — Bridgeport,    Conn.:    Rambling  Wheelmen. 
6 — Philadelphia,    Pa.:    Woodside    Park,    G.    F.    Wiese, 

secretary. 
9 — Hazelton,    Pa.:    Hazelton    Athletic    Association,    J. 
Porter   Clark,    secretary. 
10 — Guttenburg,  N.  J.:  Guttenburg  Racing  Association. 
12 — Baltimore,    Md.:    National    Colosseum,    C.    Frank 

Eline,    secretary. 
14 — M'ashington,  D.  C. :  William  Jose,  secretary. 
16 — St.   Louis,  Mo.:  World's  Fair  Cycle  Racing  Asso- 
ciation. 
16— White  Plains,   N.  Y. :  White  Plains  Wheelmen. 
23 — ^St.    Louis,  Mo.:   World's   Fair   Cycle   Racing  Asso- 
ciation. 
.30 — St.   Louis,   Mo.:   World's   Fair  Cycle   Racing   Asso- 
ciation. 

OCTOBER. 
14 — Washington,    D.    C. :    Park    Bicycle    Club,    William 
Jose,  secretary. 


^lost  women  when  they  first  begin  to  ride 
bicycles  are  strong  minded,  that  is,  if  their 
tendency  to  run  down  men  can  be  taken  as  a 

criterion. 


1899. 
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AUTOMOBILISM. 


DEUYED  FOR  AWHILE. 


Winton's  One  Thousand  Mile  Automobile  Sprint  Across 

Country  Postponed — The  Woes  of 

Davis. 

The  attempt  to  be  made  by  Alexander 
Winton,  of  Cleveland,  to  establish  a  record 
from  Chicago  to  New  York  in  his  new  motor 
carriage  has  been  postponed  for  a  couple  of 
weeks.  Mr.  Winton  was  to  have  left  the 
Windy  City  on  Monday  of  this  week,  and 
started  for  Chicago  from  Cleveland  last 
Thursday  in  order  to  familiarize  himself  with 
the  roads.  At  Clyde,  O.,  however,  he  found 
a  telegram  from  the  factory  telling  him  to 
return  to  Cleveland  at  once  as  special  business 
matters  required  his  immediate  attention.  The 
roads  are  very  heavy  with  dust,  but  the  ma- 
chine works  beautifully  and  Mr.  Winton  be- 
lieves he  can  make  the  1,000  miles  between  the 
two  big  cities  in  five  and  one-half  days. 

The  War  Department  is  taking  a  great  in- 
terest in  this  trip,  and,  at  the  suggestion  of 
General  Miles,  Mr.  Winton  is  to  carry  a  mes- 
sage from  General  Anderson  at  Chicago  to 
General  Merritt  at  New  York. 

The  claim  has  been  made  by  people  who 
are  not  over  enthusiastic,  that  the  self-pro- 
pelled vehicle  would  be  of  little  service  in 
actual  war  except  over  the  very  smoothest  of 
roads.  Mr.  Winton  proposes  to  demonstrate 
that  his  carriage  can  traverse  any  kind  of 
roads  at  a  rate  of  speed  better  than  horse  or 
even  bicycle  relay  couriers,  and  over  any  roads 
to  be  found  in  this  country. 

The  post-office  authorities  of  Cleveland  also 
advocated  to  the  Post  Office  Department  at 
Washington  that  Mr.  Winton  be  given  an 
opportunity  to  demonstrate  the  practicability 
of  the  horseless  carriage  as  a  mail  carrier.  It 
is  evident,  however,  that  the  post-office  au- 
thorities do  not  believe  that  the  autocar  will 
ever  be  called  into  service  for  long-distance 
mail  delivery.  The  following  letter  from  Act- 
ing Postmaster-General  Shallentrager  to 
Postmaster  Dewstoe  clearly  shows  this: 

Your  letter  of  the  9th  inst.,  in  reference  to  the 
proposed  carriage  of  a  mail  pouch  from  Chicago  to 
New  York  has  ibeen  received.  You  say  that  the 
Winton  Motor  Carriage  Co.  of  your  city,  represented 
by  Messrs.  Winton  i&  Shanks,  simply  desire  to  carry 
from  Chicago  to  New  York  a  pouch  containing  a 
communication  from  the  postmaster  of  that  city  to 
the  postmaster  of  New  York,  and  do  not  wish  to 
conduct  a  relay  of  mail.  You  add  that  this  proposed 
trip  is  the  outcome  of  recent  negotiations  and  in- 
quiries made  by  the  free-delivery  .system  of  the  post- 
office  department.  You  desire  to  be  advised  as  to 
what  steps  Messrs.  Winton  and  Shanks  should  take 
in  order  that  they  may  be  authorized  to  carry  a 
pouch  from  Chicago  to  lNcw  York  in  the  manner 
described. 

In  reply  I  would  say  that  it  does  not  seem  advisa- 
ble for  the  department  to  authorize  any  automobile 
or  motor  carriage  company  to  carry  a  United  States 
mail  pouch,  containing  m'ail  matter,  between  the  cities 
named.  The  investigations  and  inquiries  of  the  free- 
delivery  system  do  not  contemplate  the  use  of  the 
automobiles  in  the  carriage  of  dosed  mail  pouches 
between  cities,  nor  do  the  conditions  under  which 
through  mail  must  be  carried  over  such  distances  by 
any  other  'branch  of  the  postoffice  department  justify 
the  hope  that  the  .proposed  trip  of  Messrs.  Winton 
and  Shanks  can  be  legitimately  used  by  this  depart- 
ment as  an  experimental  test  of  the  value  oi  such 
motor  carriages   in  the  postal   service, 


While  the  department  watches  with  interest  the 
development  of  these  new  motor  carriages,  it  does 
not  deem  it  wise  to  lend  its  official  indorsement  to 
any  particular  test  made  by  one  oi  .the  many  com- 
panies engaged   in  their  manufacture. 

If  the  present  record  of  accidents  is  main- 
tained by  the  much-vaunted  Davis  automo- 
bile expedition  across  the  continent  it  would 
be  safe  to  wager  that  when  the  machine  ar- 
rives in  San  Francisco,  that  is  if  it  ever 
reaches  its  destination,  not  one  part  of  the 
original  machine  which  left  New  York  will 
remain  intact.  As  an  experiment  to  demon- 
strate the  practicability  of  the  motor  carriage 
as  a  road  machine,  the  Davis  trip  has  been  a 
miserable  failure,  and  will  have  a  tendency  to 
injure  rather  than  benefit  the  infant  industry. 
Thus  far  scarcely  a  hundred  miles  has  been 
covered  without  a  serious  accident  of  some 
sort,  and  at  times  the  mishaps  simply  came  in 
bunches.  This,  too,  over  that  portion  of  the 
country  which  is  supposed  to  be  blessed  with 
the  select  roads  of  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
Nearly  a  month  was  required  to  accomplish 
the  trip  from  New  York  to  Cleveland,  includ- 
ing lay-ups  in  every  town  of  importance  along 
the  route,  while  in  the  Forest  City  there  was  a 
lay-over  of  several  days,  occasioned  by  a  va- 
riety of  accidents  which  necessitated  exten- 
sive   repairs    and    alterations. 

Toledo  was  reached  last  Thursday,  the  only 
really  fast  run  of  the  trip,  being  made  from 
Milan  to  Toledo,  a  distance  of  seventy-two 
miles,  which  was  covered  in  six  and  one-half 
hours.  At  last  accounts  the  Davises  are  still 
in  Toledo,  with  prospects  of  sojourning  there 
for  some  time.  They  left  the  Maumee  City 
Friday  evening,  but  when  some  distance  out 
of  town  the  rear  axle  of  the  carriage  broke 
in  two  and  a  truck  was  called  into  service  to 
get  the  machine  back  into  the  city.  Here 
they  were  met  with  more  mishaps,  for  an . 
attachment  was  served  on  the  carriage  by  the 
Edward  Malley  Company,  of  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  for  $60  worth  of  furnishings.  Mr.  Davis 
claims  that  he  is  not  personally  responsible, 
as  the  machine  is  the  property  of  the  Diamond 
Rubber  Co.,  of  Akron.  The  case  will  be 
heard  next  week,  and  in  the  meantime  the 
machine  is  undergoing  extensive  repairs. 


now  VERY  WONDERFUL. 


Automobiles,  Motors,   llawley.   Dr.   Beckwith  and  a 
Few  Other  Things. 

"Oh,  yes,  we  could  increase  our  producing 
facilities  without  much  trouble,  but  we  don't 
want  to." 

Thus  spoke  the  representative  of  one  of  the 
biggest  bicycle  concerns,  who  are  also  manu- 
facturing automobiles,  and  who  are  very  far 
behind  their  orders.  "It  would  not  be  safe," 
continued  the  representative,  "for  us  to  go 
ahead  and  fill  the  demand  and  perhaps  get 
onto  the  market  and  into  our  own  plant  a  lot 
of  finished  machines  and  parts,  and  then  have 
to  drop  everything  and  begin  over  on  practi- 
cally an  entirely  new  line.  You  can  depend 
upon  it,  when  automobile  construction  is  fully 
understood,  when  the  pressure  of  manufac- 
ture is  turned  on  full  tilt,  then  improvements 
that  now  seem  wild-eyed  impossibilities,  will 


come  as  easy  as  rolling  off  a  log.  It  is  always 
that  way.  It  has  been  so  in  bicycling.  It 
would  be  very  much  more  expensive  to  go 
wrong  in  automobile  construction  than  it  has 
been  in  bicycle  building." 

It  is  agreed  by  all  thinkers  on  the  subject 
that  the  evolution  of  the  automobile  means  the 
evolution  of  the  motor.  Motors  now  are 
heavy,  expensive,  complicated.  There  will  be 
long  steps  in  the  direction  of  simple  con- 
struction and  primary  power  before  a  great 
while,  and  all  through  the  needs  of  the  auto- 
mobile. 

The  automobile  of  to-day  may  prove  im- 
practicable; its  wonders  may  have  been  multi- 
plied in  verbal  transmission;  but  in  connection 
with  the  subject  of  simpler  motors  there  is 
mentioned  one  in  which  C.  E.  Hawley,  well 
known  as  an  engineer  and  a  highly  regarded 
mechanical  adviser  to  the  Pope  Company,  is 
said  to  be  interested.  There  is  a  doctor  in 
New  York  city  named  Beckwith.  He  is  80 
years  old  and  a  marvelously  strong  and  active 
man.  He  is  not  regarded  as  quite  regular  by 
the  medical  fraternity,  but  he  has  had  great 
success.  He  has  establishments  in  Cleveland, 
Cincinnati  and  New  York.  One  of  the  west- 
ern sanitariums  is  conducted  by  his  son.  His 
fame  is  largely  the  result  of  using  what  he 
calls  a  new  natural  force.  He  calls  it  thermo- 
ozone  for  "short."  He  claims  affinity  between 
it  and  the  force  by  which  the  heat  of  the  sun, 
after  a  refreshing  rain,  so  operates  upon  the 
earth  as  to  cause  rapid  vegetable  growth. 

Mr.  Hawley  and  Dr.  Beckwith  are  intimates 
Hawley  suggested  one  day  that  the  same 
methods  used  to  produce  this  force  for  ex- 
ternal medical  application — i.  e.,  to  force  medi- 
cine and  stimulus  into  the  human  body — be 
used  to  produce  dynamic  force  available  for 
auto-motive  purposes.  According  to  those 
who  are  close  to  Hawley  and  the  doctor,  these 
experiments  now  point  to  a  six-horse-power 
motor,  weighing  50  pounds,  and  which  will 
derive  its  power  from  the  motion  of  the  vehi- 
cle on  which  it  is  placed.  All  of  which  is 
recorded  for  what  it  may  be  worth. 


Does  Away  with  the  Tube. 

D.  B.  Smith  &  Co.,  Utica,  N.  Y.,  have  made 
a  number  of  innovations  in  bicycle  hand  and 
foot  pumps  for  the  coming  season.  This  com- 
pany's business  last  year  was  a  big  one.  On 
their  Banner  pump  alone  the  sales  aggre- 
gated 60,000,  40,000  of  which  they  sold  in 
sixty  days.  The  demand  for  the  Smith  pumps 
is   steadily   on  the   increase. 

One  of  the  decided  improvements  on  cycle 
pumps  that  Mr.  Smith  will  introduce  to  the 
trade  this  year  is  the  doing  away  with  the 
rubber  tube  which  conveys  the  air  to  the 
tire.  In  its  place  he  utilizes  a  rigid  tube  with 
an  automatic  coupler  which  engages  the  valve 
instantly.  The  tube  is  made  for  28  or  30 
inch  wheels.  He  calls  his  new  trade-winner 
the  "Long  Man's  pump."  In  employing  this 
pump  you  turn  the  wheel  of  the  machine  till 
valve  appears  at  top  of  wheel.  The  rigid  tube 
of  pump  will  then  connect  with  valve  and 
there  you  are. 

Worthy  of  Royal  Favor. 

The  Eclipse  Bicycle  Co.  have  shipped  to 
the  King  of  Slam  five  Eclipse  wheels  fitted 
with  the  new  hub  coaster  brake.  The  king 
ordered  the  machines  through  the  English 
consul  at  Siam,  who  has  himself  been  riding 
an  Eclipse  wheel  for  over  a  year. 
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"  fOR  ZE  LONG  WAY." 


"Eet    Ees  zc  Automobile,"    Declares   Henry  Taffin 
in    His    Anti-dorse    Argu- 
ment. 

"No,  ve  haf  not  keel  ze  horse,  but  ve  haf 
creeple  heem." 

Henry  Taffin,  the  tall,  handsome  Gaul,  with 
the  Grecian  face  and  the  blonde  mustache,  so 
fine  that  it  waved  in  the  breeze  made  by  his 
breathing,  looked  down  from  the  top  of  his 
towering  physique  and  made  the  remark  with 
shrugged  shoulders,  out-thrown  hands  and 
smiling  French  assurance. 

"I  do  not  mean  eet  leeterally,"  Mr.  Taffin 
proceeded,  with  more  shrugs,  "but  ze  horse 
is  of  no  use  in  Fronce  except  for  ze  few — ze 
leetle  beet — ze  short  deestonce.  For  ze  long 
waj'' — ze  gr-r-eat  zhornee — ah,  eet  ees  ze  auto- 
mobile!" 

Mr.  Taffin  spoke  with  much  unction — what 
he  would  call  "empr-ress-maugh" — and  flour- 
ished one  of  his  out-fiapped  hands  high  above 
his  head.  And  the  smile  with  which  Mr. 
Taffin  does  much  came  and  went  and  came 
again  before  one  had  time  to  miss  it. 

As  might  be  easily  guessed,  Mr.  Taffin  is 
engaged  in  booming  the  automobile.  It  is 
his  business  and  also  his  pleasure.  His  card 
designates  him  as  "administrateur  delegue  de 
la  compagnie  Franco-Americaine — Lille." 

"But  also  I  raypresaint  ze  automobiles  of 
Cambeeay  and  coampany  in  ze  avenuh  day 
Car-rnoh." 

"That's  in  Paris,  is  it  not?"  he  was  asked. 
"Sayrtynmauh!  We,  We,"  said  Mr.  Taffin. 
"Zees  coampany  mek  ze  automobile  elec-treek, 
ze  ozzer  en  Leel,  mek  ze  automobile  of  steam 
and  gazzo-lene.  Boce  of  zem  I  haf  ze  hon- 
noar  to  raypresaynt." 

"And  have  you  sold  many  here  in  America?" 
Mr.  Taffin  "drew  himself  up  proudly,"   as 
Laura  Jean  puts  it. 

"I  do  not  sail  zem,"  said  he;  "I  sail  nozzing 
— I  haf  wis  me  ze  plance — zc  eellus-traciones. 
Eef  ze  dealerce  vish  it  zey  payrchace  som,  but 
not  from  me.  I  sail  nozzing.  Zey  saynd  in 
zair  orderce." 

"Ever  in  America  before?"  someone  asked. 
"Nevair,  sair,  nevair.  Seegs  veegs  ago  I  to 
New  York  coam.  Seence  I  haf  veesit  large 
ceeties.  Gheecar-rgo,  O-my-hah,  San  Fran- 
ceesk,  and  now  I  veesit  all  places,  vich  I  vill 
say  I  like  vair  moch.  I  hayer  eet  ees — ze 
cli-mate — ees  for  ze  lawngs  vair  fine;  but  zair 
is,  besides,  beesnaice,  a  good  deal,  plainty. 

"Ven  ve  speeg  of  lawngs,  tale  me  vy  eet 
ees  so  mayny  of  ze  Amereecance,  beeg  and 
and  str-r-ong,  all  ze  time  go  'ar-r-rk — pt-t- 
too!'  and  cough  and  mek  ze  so  moch  noice 
deesagr-r-eable?  Zey  haf  not  ze  deeseece 
pulmonairy,  eh?  So  larch  and  healsy  like 
zat?" 

He  was  told  that  it  was  simply  an  Ameri- 
can habit  to  be  always  coughing  and  snorting 
in  the  manner  described. 

"Eet  ees  vair  un-plais-aunt  to  leesten  to 
eet,"  said  Mr.  Taffin.  "Somtem  my  yearce  I 
stop  zem — to  keep  eet  out,  ze  sound  of  it,  eh?" 


PRESIDENT   DAY. 


This  Is  the  New  Title  of  the  Man  Whom   Cycling 
Knows  So  Well. 

Directors  of  the  Electric  Storage  Battery 
Co.  met  Thursday  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  and 
accepted  the  resignation  as  president  of  the 


corporation  of  Isaac  L.  Rice  and  chose 
George  H.  Day  as  his  successor.  Of  the  trans- 
action the  following  official  announcement  was 
made: 

At  a  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Elec- 
tric Storage  Battery  Co.,  held  at  the  Waldorf- 
Astoria  Hotel  this  afternoon,  Mr.  Rice  re- 
signed the  presidency  of  the  company,  and 
First  Vice-President  George  H.  Day  was 
elected  his  successor.  Mr.  Rice  explained  the 
step  by  saying  that  he  had  found  it  absolutely 
impossible,  in  view  of  the  many  interests 
growing  out  of  the  storage  battery  industry, 
to  devote  the  necessary  time  to  the  details  of 
a  manufacturing  business  so  extensive  as  that 
of  the  Electric  Storage  Battery  Co.  'He  re- 
mains, however,  a  member  of  the  board,  and 
retains  his  large  holdings  in  the  company. 
He  continues,  also,  president  of  the  Electric 
Vehicle  Co.,  the  business  of  which,  in  its  rapid- 
ly growing  development,  demands  a  murli 
larger  amount  'of  his  time  than  formerly.  Mr. 
Day,  who  succeeds  Mr.  Rice,  is  well  known  as 
the  vice-president  of  the  Pope  Mfg.  Co.,  and 
has  wide  experience  as  a  manufacturer.  He  is 
also  president  of  the  Columbia  and  Electric 
Vehicle  Co.,  which  does  the  manufacturing  for 
the  Electric  Vehicle  and  Columbia  Auto- 
mobile Companies. 

The  Electric  Storage  Battery  Co.  was  for- 
med as  a  New  Jersey  corporation  in  1888  and 
was  fully  developed  five  years  ago  when  it 
took  in  a  number  of  companies  for  the  manu- 
facture and  sale  of  storage  batteries,  and  ac- 
quired control  of  valuable  patents.  Its  capi- 
talization is  $13,500,000  of  stock,  of  which  $5,- 
000,000  is  preferred,  and  it  has  $450,000  of 
funded  debt.  Mr.  Rice,  the  retiring  president, 
in  addition  to  the  interests  named,  is  a  director 
of  the  Chicago  Electric  Traction  Co.,  president 
of  the  Electric  Launch  Co.,  and  of  the  Forum 
Publishing  Co.,  and  a  director  of  the  National 
Electric  Car  Lighting  Co. 


NEW  "fOlR   HUNDRED." 


The  Organizers  of  the  Select  Automobile  Club  Think 
Four  Centuries  of  Members  Enough. 

Just  who  gave  the  new  organizers  of  the 
recently-incorporated  Automobile  Club  of 
America  the  right  to  say  just  how  many 
people  were  to  be  entitled  to  representation 
in  the  national  organization  is  a  mystery,  but 
at  any  rate  the  new  organization's  secretary, 
Homer  W.  Hedge,  evidently  thinks  he  and 
his'n  are  the  whole  thing,  because  Mr.  Hedge 
— suggestive   name,   that — says: 

"Since  the  news  was  first  spread  through- 
out the  country  that  an  automobile  club  had 
been  organized,  I  have  received  letters  from 
all  parts  of  the  United  States,  and  many  from 
Europe,  expressing  interest  in  the  movement 
and  offering  co-operation.  To-day  alone  I  re- 
ceived three  applications  for  membership. 

"We  expect  that  by  October  1  we  shall  have 
received  300  applications.  By  the  constitution 
our  membership  list  is  limited  to  400,  and  as 
the  club  is  designed  to  partake  of  a  national 
character,  we  shall,  in  all  probability,  receive 
many  more  applications  than  we  can  accom- 
modate. 

"The  object  of  the  club  is  twofold.  It  is 
primarily  intended  to  look  after  the  interests 
of  automobile  owners  in  America,  but  will 
also  have  its  social  side.  We  expect  to  build 
a  clubhouse,  and  then  non-resident  members 
of  the  club  can  be  entertained  while  in  the 
city.     We  shall  also  erect  or  lease  a  stable,  in 


order  that  members  may  have  some  place  to 
keep  their  carriages  where  they  will  receive 
proper  attention  and  be  kept  safely  when 
not  in  use. 

"The  feature  of  the  club  which  will  prove 
of  most  general  interest,  probably,  is  the  ac- 
tive part  which  we  intend  to  take  in  legis- 
lative matters,  with  the  hope  that  the  con- 
dition of  our  country  and  city  roads  may  be 
materially  improved. 

"The  organization  of  the  Automobile  Club 
will,  of  course,  be  much  like  that  of  any 
other  club.  There  will  be  a  board  of  gov- 
ernors, a  limited  list  of  honorary  members 
and  the  regular  club  officers.  The  New  York 
men  who  secured  the  charter  for  the  club 
are  George  F.  Chamberlin,  acting  president 
of  the  club;  Charles  R.  Flint,  General  George 
Moore  Smith,  Whitney  Lyon,  W.  H.  Hall, 
Dr.  Frank  C.  Hollister,  W.  E.  Busby  and 
myself. 

"Of  the  twenty-five  honorary  members  who 
will  be  elected,  the  four  who  have  been  chosen 
are  the  president  of  the  club,  the  Governor 
of  New  York  State,  the  Mayor  of  this  city, 
and   General  Roy  V.   Stone. 

"Our  club  has  been  recognized  abroad  as 
the  National  Automobile  Club  of  America. 
Similar  organizations  have  been  chartered  in 
Great  Britain,  France,  Germany,  Austria, 
Switzerland  and  Belgium. 

"Among  the  carriages  owned  by  club  mem- 
bers are  all  varieties  of  automobiles,  but  the 
style  which  is  most  popular,  I  think,  is  the 
steam  carriage.  It  is  serviceable,  light  and 
at  a  maximum  speed  on  a  good  road  can 
rival  a  railroad  train. 

"Our  club  dues  are:  for  the  first  100  mem- 
bers $25  initiation  fee,  and  for  all  others  $50 
initiation.  Yearly  dues  for  all  members  will 
be  $25." 


Curbing  the  Chauffeurs, 

It  was  sure  to  come;  even  the  fast-flying 
Frenchman  is  not  to  be  allowed  to  auto  as  he 
oughtn't  to.  There  is  a  movement  on  foot 
in  Paris  to  place  private  automobiles  under 
more  severe  restrictions,  which  will  include 
a  lowering  of  the  maximum  of  speed  now  al- 
lowed, and  the  forbidding  of  persons  to  run 
automobiles  who  do  not  possess  certificates 
as  to  their  knowledge  and  ability.  In  a  single 
week  eight  persons  were  killed  and  as  many 
as  fifty  wounded  through  automobile  acci- 
dents in  or  near  Paris.  In  every  case  these 
accidents  were  owing  to  rapid  traveling  or  to 
the  ignorance  of  those  conducting  the  ma- 
chines. 

An  accident,  the  details  of  which  were  un- 
known at  the  time  the  latest  mail  advices  were 
sent  from  Paris,  has  happened  to  the  Marquis 
de  Proacomfal,  who  left  his  Paris  residence 
about  a  fortnight  prior  to  the  occurrence,  in 
order  to  spend  the  heated  term  in  his  chateau 
at  Chatillon.  It  is  believed  that  while  the 
Marquis,  his  wife  and  four  children  were  out 
in  a  family  automobile  the  vehicle  was  upset 
on  the  road,  and  all  the  occupants  were  seri- 
ously injured,  one  victim  being  fatally  hurt. 
The  Comte  de  Wall,  also  of  Paris,  is  another 
motor-car  victim.  He  was  driving  a  span  of 
horses  near  his  chateau  in  Burgundy,  when 
the  animals  became  frightened  by  the  noise 
of  a  speeding  automobile.  The  Count  was 
thrown  out  and  his  right  leg  was  broken. 


In  the  cycle  business  the  man  who  makes 
the  best  of  everything  succeeds  because  most 
buyers  want  the  very  best. 


1899. 
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EVERYTHING    FROM    EVERYWHERE. 


A  long  reach  means  loss  of  power  uphill. 

Rat-trap  pedals  on  very  long  rides  are  apt 
to  induce  cramp. 

Don't    leave     your     machine     unprotected; 
carry  a  cycle  lock. 

Trifles  make  perfection,  in  a  wheel,  but  per- 
fection is  no  trifle  in  a  wheel. 

iMoney  not  only  makes  the  mare  go,  but  it 
is  a  powerful  motor  for  the  auto. 


It  is  pretty  hard  for  the  fast  young  novice 
to  keep  up  with  his  running  expenses. 


It  may  take  a  long  time  yet  to  jolt  the  idea 
of  good  roads  into  the  heads  of  farmers. 


This  is  the  season  when  the  pavements  sizz, 
wheels  whizz  and  the  soda  founts  fizz. 


In  foreign  cycle  touring  $2  a  day,  or  per- 
haps a  little  less,  should  be  the  average  cost. 

Be  sure  and  look  well  ahead  when  riding, 
instead  of  gazing  at  your  rapidly  revolving 
feet. 


There  is  hope  for  any  novice  -wiho  is  wi'lling 
to  unlearn  what  he  thinks  he  knows  about 
cycling. 


Taking  bicycles  as  they  come  isn't  so  very 
difficult.  It's  parting  with  them  as  they  go 
that's  hard.  * 


When  a  racing  man  is  climbing  the  ladder 
of  fame  he  generally  goes  up  by  rounds  of 
applause. 

The  fair  secretary  of  a  Western  cycle  club 
is  known  to  her  chums  as  "Postscript."  Her 
real  name  is  Adeline  Moore. 


The  cycle  maker  who  keeps  on  going  for- 
ward has  little  chance  to  stumble  over  the 
mistakes  he  left  behind  him. 


Wind,  the  very  last  thing  to  be  expected 
as  an  enemy,  almost  demolished  the  summer 
camp  of  Chicago's  wheelmen. 


One  Regman  who  attempted  to  circumcycle 
the  globe  has  returned  home  as  a  dishwasher 
on  board  of  a  Government  transport. 

"Jack"  Davis,  principal  in  the  famous 
Hannan-Denver  double-cross  deal,  has  been 
reinstated  as  a  trainer  by  the  L.  A.  W. 


It  is  said  the  street  pavements  of  St.  Louis 
have  gone  to  seed.  Unfortunately  the  seed 
is  not  sprouting  into  new  pavements. 

Peter,  Peter,  pumpkin  eater,  had  a  wife  and 
couldn't  keep  her,  took  an  axe  and  smashed 
her  wheel,  so  she  had  to  stay  at  home  a  meal. 

Loose  cork  or  rubber  handles  on  your  han- 
dle-bars should  be  cemented  on  again  with  the 
least  possible  delay;  it  may  -save  you  a  serious 
fall. 


Already  chainless  wheels  are  in  high  favor 
with  the  cycle  thief.     He  finds  it  a  great  deal 


easier  to   get  away  with  a  wheel  that  is  not 
chained.  - 


Ima  Daisy  Ryder  is  the  name  of  a  woman 
engaged  in  selling  agricultural  implements  in 
Oklahoma.  She  belies  her  name;  she  is  no 
wheelwoman. 


In  a  recent  suit,  Judge  Ferris,  of  Sioux 
City,  ruled  that  the  bicycle  was  entitled  to 
one  half  the  road  when  meeting  or  passing 
any  other  vehicle. 


Hey-diddle-diddle,  the  cheap  cycle  riddle, 
the  strangest  part  of  the  deal;  just  keep  your 
accounts,  and  add  the  amounts;  the  repairs 
cost  more  than  the  wheel. 


In  this  hot  weather  people  should  refrain 
from  running  after  careless  wheelmen.  People 
without  accident  insurance  should  also  refrain 
from  running  in  front  of  them. 


Jack  Prince,  under  N.  C.  A.  sanction,  has 
got  racing  down  to  hardpan  in  his  Kansas 
City  "Coliseum,"  where  riders  get  from  $5  to 
$20  for  riding  fifteen  and  twenty-mile  races. 


The  condition  of  many  of  the  uptown  west 
side  thoroughfares  in  New  York  is  a  per- 
petual reminder  of  the  fact  that  hell  is  not 
the  only  place  that  is  paved  with  good  in- 
tentions. 


Mr.  Brady,  he  who  is  in  cycling  for  what 
is  in  it  for  Brady,  announces  he  has  closed 
contracts  with  a  number  of  foreign  "cham- 
peens"  to  compete  in  Mr.  Brady's  six-day 
murder  mill  next  fall. 


Canadian  wheelmen  were  not  the  first  to 
discover  the  difficulty  of  keeping  the  dusky 
Major  pocketed.  He  is  as  hard  to  hold  there 
as  a  ten-dollar  gold  piece  in  the  pocket  of 
Weary  Willie's  jeans. 


There  is  nothing  new  broug'ht  about  by 
automobiles  and  bicycles  in  this  'Parisian  eat- 
ing of  horseflesh.  In  it  history  repeats  it- 
self, like  a  ward  voter.  History  says  Attila 
always  dined  on  horseback. 


John  S.  Johnson  says  that  nowadays  there 
is  nothing  in  racing  but  "vexation  and  a 
mighty  poor  living."  Disliking  both  of  these 
Johnson  has  quit  and  will  open  a  cycle  and 
sporting  goods  store  in  Minneapolis. 


Growing  tired  asking  wheelmen  to  come  up 
and  pay  their  cycle  tax,  License  Commis- 
sioner Kalbfell  raided  the  unlicensed  wheel- 
men of  St.  Louis  and  found  enough  delin- 
quents to  make  it  worth  $20,000  income  to  the 
city. 

There  was  a  man  in  our  town,  as  wise  as 
were  our  sires;  he  ran  across  a  piece  of  glass 
and  punctured  both  his  tires;  and  when  he 
saw  the  air  was  out,  with  all  his  might  and 
main,  he  took  his  little  nickel  pump  and 
pumped  it  in  again. 


Frank  Kipfel,  of  the  Buffalo  Ramblers, 
claims  to  be  the  first  man  who  ever  rode  a 
safety  bicycle  across  New  York  State.    With- 


out undue  haste  Kipfel  pushed  a  sixty-pound 
safety  across  the  State  in  six  days.  The  date 
of  this  record  performance  was  1890. 


Ding-dong  bell,  there's  the  man  who  fell. 
Who  knocked  him  down?  The  meanest  man 
in  town.  Who  called  the  "cop?"  A  man  who 
saw  him  drop.  What  a  wicked  man  was  that, 
to  try  to  kill  the  cyclist  fat,  who  never  did 
him  any  wrong,  but  kept  a-pedaling  right 
along. 


There  are  nearly  a  thousand  more  bicycles 
ridden  in  Lynn,  Mass.,  this  year  than  last, 
5,775  for  this  year  compared  with  4,834  in 
1898.  Each  wheel  is  valued  at  $50.  Adding 
to  the  property  valuation  of  the  city  $288,750, 
and  with  a  tax  rate  of  $17.80,  the  bicycle  tax 
adds  $51,412.75  to  the  revenue  of  the  Shoe 
City. 

This  is  the  awful  condition  of  things,  ac- 
cording to  an  editorial  wiseacre  of  Mottville, 
Md. :  "Excessive  cycling  is  making  physical 
wrecks  of  its  devotees.  Breaking  records  is 
paid  for  by  broken  health,  and  the  honor  is 
costly  at  the  price.  It  is  one  of  the  unhealthy 
characteristics  of  American  restlessness  to 
take  up  a  good  thing  and  push  it  to  disasfous 
extremes." 


Last  year  the  Brockton,  Mass.,  tax  asses- 
sors viewed  the  bicycles  of  the  city's  residents 
wherever  possible,  and  assessed  their  value 
according  to  their  judgment.  The  influx  of 
cheap  wheels  and  the  large  mcrease  in  their 
numbers  have  induced  a  change  this  year, 
however,  and  every  wheel  was  assessed  at  $25 
each,  regardless  as  to  whether  it  was  a  '99  or 
a  '95  model. 


T.  W.  Davis,  who  says  he  has  ridden  60,000 
miles  since  he  was  sixty-one  years  of  age,  and 
is  now  seventy-two  years  old,  has  erected  a 
monument  in  his  lot  in  Springdale  Cemetery, 
Peoria,  and  the  contractors  have  carved  a 
large  bicycle  upon  the  shaft  by  his  order. 
Davis  is  highly  pleased  with  the  work,  and 
says  it  is  to  commemorate  his  career  as  a 
mileage  maker. 


A  gentleman  bearing  the  credit-inspiring 
name  of  Rosinsky  has  'been  arrested  in  New 
York  for  giving  worthless  checks  for  good 
bicycles.  iMr.  Rosinsky  told  the  judge  he  had 
to  do  this  to  provide  for  his  mother  and  her 
family,  but  the  judge  seemed  to  think  that 
the  $500  per  week  Mr.  Rosinsky  is  accused 
by  the  police  of  making  in  his  unoriginal  way 
was  a  trifle  too  much  even  for  so  laudable  a 
purpose  as  the  one  stated,  and  Rosinsky  now 
rests. 


An  Englishman  inquired  of  a  British  cycle 
dealer  for  a  cj'cle  with  a  woman's  dress- 
guard  on  the  front  wheel,  as  he  had  difficulty 
in  l<eeping  his  whiskers  out  of  the  spokes.  The 
dealer  answered  that  he  had  not,  but  sug- 
gested that  by  turning  the  cycle  round  he 
could  ride  with  his  back  to  the  wind,  and 
have  pedals  on  the  hind  wheel.  The  whisk- 
ered one  is  said  to  have  purcliased  the  wheel, 
and  is  now  consulting  cycle  authorities  as  to 
how  the  dealer's  idea  can  be  carried  out. 
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TWO  VIEWS. 


worth,  since  every  manufacturer  must  deter- 
mine  for  himself  which  course  to  pursue. 


What    Competition     at     Home     and     Abroad     Is 

and    Wliat    It    May    Come 

To. 

In  course  of  conversation  on  'business  meth- 
ods in  this  country  and  abroad,  apropos  of 
the  condition  of  the  India-rubber  industry 
in  America,  a  member  of  that  trade  whose 
observations  have  extended  over  a  wide  field 
thus  unburdened  himself  to  the  "India  Rub- 
ber World,"  and  incidentally  came  mighty 
near  picturing  the  condition  of  affairs  exist- 
ing in  the  cycle  trade: 

"I  really  believe  that  they  do  some  things 
better  abroad.  Here  it  looks  as  if  a  man 
goes  into  business,  not  to  make  money  so 
much  as  to  'do'  his  neighbor.  If  he  goes 
into  rubber  and  finds  an  older  member  of  the 
trade  selling  more  goods  than  he  does,  he 
doesn't  rest  until  he  doubles  his  factory  and 
tempts  away  the  older  concern's  customers. 
Price  is  no  object.  He  doesn't  care  for  prof- 
its. He  can  be  satisfied  only  by  selling  more 
belting  or  packing  or  tires  than  the  other 
man,  'No  wonder  he  gets  into  trouble.  How 
can  he  help  it?  Now  in  Germany,  we  will 
say,  a  man  who  starts  to  manufacturing  al- 
ways asks,  before  he  takes  an  order,  how 
much  profit  there  is  in  it.  He  is  in  business 
for  what  it  is  worth.  He  doesn't  care  to 
make  more  goods  than  all  the  rest  together 
just  for  the  sake  of  making  a  big  show.  I 
would  like  to  see  more  of  this  German  con- 
servativeness  in  business   here." 

"But  the  Germans  will  come  to  our  busi- 
ness methods  before  we  adopt  theirs,"  said 
another  observer  who  likewise  has  had  ex- 
perience on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic.  "Bus- 
iness methods  everywhere  must  eventually 
be  the  same,  because  in  these  days  of  fast 
travel  and  telegraphic  communication  differ- 
ences in  business  conditions  in  different  coun- 
tries are  disappearing.  Only  last  year  I  had 
a  talk  with  a  German  manufacturer  while 
going  over  his  works. 

"  'Why  don't  you  double  your  capacity,' 
said  I,  'and  thereby  greatly  cheapen  your  cost 
of  production?' 

"  'The  trade  wouldn't  stand  it;  there  is  no 
demand  for  any  more  goods  in  our  line,'  said 
he. 

"  'But  your  lower  cost  of  production  would 
give  you  an  advantage  over  some  other  man- 
ufacturer, and  you  could  increase  your  own 
sales  without  waiting  for  an  increase  in  the 
total   demand  for   goods,'    I   rejoined. 

"My  friend  the  manufacturer  didn't  see  it 
in  that  light,  however.  He  said  that  if  he 
should  enter  upon  such  a  course,  he  could 
have  no  insurance  that  some  competitor  might 
not  adopt  it  'before  he  had  begun  to  profit 
from  it,  alter  which  the  whole  trade  would 
be  trying  the  same  method,  until  no  profit 
would  be  left  to  anybody,  and  the  business  of 
all  would  be  ruined.  And  yet  I  believe  the 
German  manufacturers,  as  a  class,  are  com- 
ing to  the  position  taken  in  America — that 
profits  in  manufacturing  are  to  be  made  by 
seizing  opportunities  at  the  right  moment 
and  making  the  most  of  them  by  the  quick 
execution  of  plans,  rather  than  by  plodding 
along  for  a  lifetime,  making  small  but  sure 
profits  year  by  year." 

These  differing  views  of  two  careful  ob- 
servers are  given  together  for  what  they  are 


Prediction  vs.  Facts. 

Despite  the  prediction  made  by  a  prominent 
tradesman  in  this  paper  last  week,  that  the 
American  Bicycle  'Co.  would  not  close  up 
branch  stores  where  these  establishments  have 
been  found  profitable  investments,  there  was  a 
significant  advertisement  in  a  Cleveland  paper 
the  other  day  which  would  indicate  to  the 
contrary.  A  leading  branch  store  which  has 
always  been  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  best 
retail  concerns  in  Cleveland,  announced  a 
clearance  sale  of  all  wheels  in  stock,  adding 
that  the  business  of  the  company  had  been 
purchased  by  the  American  Bicycle  Co.,  and 
that,  although  the  branch  is  to  be  closed 
within  the  next  few  weeks,  the  wheel  would 
be  represented  by  a  responsible  agent  another 
season. 


Really  an  Excellent  Thing. 

The  Tynan  Foot  Pump  Co.,  of  107  Wash- 
ington street,  Paterson,  N.  J.,  have  intro- 
duced this  tire  pump,  which  will  undoubtedly 
meet  with  a  big  sale.  It  is  a  foot  pump  no 
larger  than  the  ordinary  hand  pump  and 
eliminates  the  hard,  hot  work  which  has  here- 
tofore   been     identified    with     the    latter,    and 


which  has  caused  more  profanity  than  any 
article  connected  with  cycling.  The  Tynan 
pump  retails  for  35  cents,  and  at  that  price 
shows  a  good  profit  to  the  dealer. 


On  Rushing  Things. 

Instead  of  working  four  or  five  months  a 
season  on  a  rush  in  a  cycle  factory,  is  it  not 
practicable  to  work  tewer  men  for  twelve 
months?  "No,"  is  the  instant  reply  of  the 
practical  cycle  maker;  "no,"  for  a  dozen  rea- 
sons. The  fact  is  the  temptation  to  make 
more  bicycles  than  can  be  sold  cannot  be  re- 
sisted, hence  the  "lay  offs"  until  the  surplus 
is  sold.  "What  odds,"  answers  the  manufac- 
turer; "we  get  as  much  business  one  way  or 
the  other,  and  the  men  get  as  much  work  in 
the  aggregate." 

It  is  in  very  few  factories  men  work  from 
one  year's  end  to  the  other.  There  is  some- 
thing gained  in  factory  expenses  in  crowding 
twelve  months'  work  into  seven  or  eight 
months,  as  well  as  in  traveling  men's  ex- 
penses. The  "season"  system,  besides,  cannot  be 
helped  because  people  wait  to  the  last  day  for 
bicycles  and  then  want  them  in  a  rush.     Large 


makers  determine  on  a  season's  production, 
make  up  their  estimates,  secure  the  lowest 
possible  prices  on  material,  rush  the  work 
through,  economize  at  every  point,  rush  out 
their  product  on  the  heels  of  their  traveling 
agents,  clean  out  the  tailings  if  they  can,  and 
slam  the  doors  shut,  and  let  their  men  have 
a  vacation  until  the  next  "season."  That  is 
the  history  of  cycle  building  in  a  good  many 
places. 

The  tendency  in  this  direction  is  growing. 
Dealers  expect  to  have  the  opportunity  of 
seeing  and  selecting  from  all  the  leading 
makers  at  one  time.  One  manufacturer  fol- 
lows another,  each  with  his  special  line  with 
special  'points  and  features  of  advantage  or 
superiority.  They  all  do  it.  No  maker  can 
afford  to  not  be  represented  in  the  army  O'f 
travelers. 

Then  the  refinement  of  machinery,  and  the 
expansion  of  machinery,  by  which  more  work 
can  be  done  in  less  time,  are  pushing  us  into 
"season"  methods.  Is  it  best  it  should  be 
so?  Whether  or  not,  everything  is  driving 
that  way,  toward  lower  prices,  and,  conse- 
quently, larger  use. 


Cycle  Trade  Should  Support  This. 

Indianapolis,  Aug.  21. — The  United  Parcel 
Forwarding  Co.,  a  national  organization 
which  proposes  to  compete  with  express  com- 
panies by  using  the  fast  freight  lines,  is  hold- 
ing its  annual  meeting  here  with  representa- 
tives present  from  nearly  every  city  in  the 
Union. 

The  business  to-day  has  been  confined  to 
matters  of  detail  principally  and  to  consider- 
ing reports  of  the  fast  freight  connections, 
time  of  arrival  and  departure  from  cities  and 
arranging  for  carrying  the  business  into  active 
operation  at  once. 

Reports  by  the  New  York,  Chicago  and 
other  members  were  made,  showing  that  the 
merchants  of  those  cities  would  give  the  com- 
pany a  liberal  patronage  because  uniform  rates 
will  be  established,  thus  meeting  one  of  the 
complaints  against  the  express  companies. 

Officers  were  elected  as  follows:  President, 
F.  R.  Donohue,  Chicago;  secretary,  W.  J. 
Hogan,  Indianapolis;,  treasurer,  H.  H.  Walker, 
New  York;  general  manager,  O.  D.  Pills- 
bury,   Boston. 

Newly  Incorporated  Concerns. 

Multiple  Speed  Gear  Co.,  Detroit.  Manu- 
facturing, selling  'multiple  speed  gears,  etc. 
Capital,  $50,000.  Incorporators:  J.  Houlehan, 
J.  B.  Franz,  E.  H.  Van  Hoesen,  W.  M.  God- 
frey,  C.   Worth,   all   of  Toledo. 

Attentic  Automobile  Mfg.  Co.,  Portland, 
Me.  Dealing  in  self-propelled  vehicles.  Cap- 
ital, $500,000.  Incorporators:  H.  Adams,  of 
Kingston;  W.  F.  Marsh,  L.  J.  Wilber,  E.  H. 
Reynolds,  A.  R.  Marsh,  all  of  Brockton;  Q. 
C.   Bird,   of  East  Bridgewater,   Mass. 


Steel  Prices. 

August  9  steel  billets  were  $34.50  at  Pitts- 
burg. By  August  16  they  had  gone  up  a 
dollar.  Philadelphia  and  Chicago  prices  re- 
mained at  $36  and  $36.80,  respectively. 


Changed  Name  and  Object. 

The  Bentley  Cycle  Co.,  Chicago,  have  cer- 
tified to  the  Illinois  Secretary  of  State  to  a 
change  of  name  to  Crown  Legal  Agency,  and 
to  do  a  general  collection  business. 


1899. 
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ONE  THOUSAND  PER  DAY. 


Where  Lock-Jointed  Rims  Are   Turned  Out  at  ttie 

Above  Rate  Eacli  and  Every  Working 

Day. 

When  The  Wheel  man  called  on  the  K. 
&  C.  Mfg.  Co.,  at  Ayer,  Mass.,  he  found  a 
splendidly  equipped  factory,  with  a  capacity 
of  1,000  pairs  of  rims  daily.  Everywhere  ex- 
tensive preparations  were  being  made  for  a 
large  business  for  the  season  of  1900,  contracts 
having  already  been  closed  with  a  number  of 
the  leading  manufacturers,  which  makes  this 
a  certainty.  The  Hon.  Josiah  Quincy,  Mayor 
of  Boston,  is  the  president  of  the  company, 
and  Clinton  Lovell  treasurer  and  general  man- 
ager. 

The  K.  &  C.  Mfg.  Co.  manufacture  exclu- 
sively the  celebrated  K.  &  C.  lock-joint  sin- 
gle-piece wood  rim,  which  is  shown  in  var- 
nish, enamels,  stains  and  stripes,  the  finish 
being  of  the  highest  quality.  The  striking 
feature  of  this  rim,  as  shown  in  the  cut  used 
in  the  company's  advertisement  elsewhere,  is 
the  lock-joint,  which  is  mechanically  described 
as  a  male  and  female  circular  joint,  with  un- 
dercut transverse  lips.  This  construction  pre- 
vents the  opening  or  breaking  of  the  joint 
inwardly  or  outwardly,  and  its  strength  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  it  does  not  depend 
upon  glue  to  hold  it  together;  as  the  tenser 
the  spokes  are  drawn,  the  closer  and  tighter 
the  joint. 

The  K.  &  C  Company  have  got  out  for 
1900  one  of  the  most  beautiful  lines  of  samples 
ever  shown  in  this  country,  and  have  sent  to 
bicycle  manufacturers  handsome  boxes,  show- 
ing sections  of  the  rims  and  many  of  their 
styles  of  finish;  none  of  those  manufacturers 
who  have  received  them  will  deny  that  the 
K.  &  C.  product  is  in  every  way  up  to  date. 
This  company  also  make  a  specialty  of  fur- 
nishing rims  in  the  wood  ready  for  enameling, 
where  manufacturers  desire  to  do  their  own 
colored  work.  The  K.  &  C.  traveling  repre- 
sentative, Mr.  E.  E.  Marshall,  is  now  calling 
on  the  manufacturers,  and  he  is  well  equipped 
to  talk  rims  for  1900,  where  those  he  talks 
to  appreciate  quality  of  the  best  with  prices 
that  are  right. 


Wliat  One  Explosion  Did. 

An  exploding  gasoline  tank  in  a  cycle  re- 
pair shop  brazer  caused  a  fatal  accident  and 
a  disastrous  coiifiagration  in  the  town  of 
Berea,  O.  A  repairman  was  doing  some  work 
when  the  tank  exploded,  covering  him  with 
the  burning  gasoline.  He  was  fatally  burned 
and  before  the  fire  could  be  extinguished  the 
flames  spread  in  every  direction,  ultimately 
burning  up  half  the  business  section  of  the 
town,  resulting  in  a  loss  of  $150,000.  The 
worst  feature  of  the  fire  was  that  none  of 
the  buildings  were  protected  by  insurance. 
Several  years  ago  there  was  a  similar  fire,  and 
as  the  town  made  no  effort  to  secure  adequate 
fire  protection,  the  insurance  agencies  can- 
celed all  the  policies  in  the  town. 


Tlie  Wolff-American  Manifesto. 

In  response  to  a  number  of  requests  from  a 
number  of  their  agents  how  the  new  A.  B.  C 
would  affect  them,  Messrs.  R.  H.  Wolff  &  Co. 
have  issued  the  following  to  their  agents: 

"We  shall  continue  to  dispose  of  Wolff- 
American  bicycles  next  year  as  heretofore. 
We  are  now  working  on  1900  models,  and  it 
affords  us  pleasure  to  state  that  we  shall  be  in 


position  to  make  sample  shipments  consider- 
ably earlier  than  last  year.  Our  salesmen  will 
be  on  the  road  at  an  early  date  with  samples 
of  a  complete  and  attractive  line,  with  an 
equally  attractive  proposition.  Our  1900 
models  will  be  fully  equal  to  the  high  standard 
adopted  by  us  in  the  past,  and,  notwithstand- 
ing the  continued  advance  in  prices  of  raw 
material,  we  shall  not  cheapen  our  machines 
in  any  way,  although  the  line  will  embrace 
many  new  features  and  pleasant  surprises  for 
you.  We  have  carefully  studied  our  agents' 
requirements,  and  feel  safe  in  saying  our  new 
models  will  be  beyond  criticism.  Any  sug- 
gestion you  may  have  to  offer  for  next  year 
will   be   thankfully   received." 


Weston's  New  "C-C." 

The  I.  A.  Weston  Co.,  Syracuse,  are  offer- 
ing the  trade  this  new  form  of  brake,  which 
they  designate  as  "C-C."  The  cut  herewith 
shows  a  sectional  view  of  a  detached  C-C 
brake,  the  chief  points  of  which  are:  Simplic- 
ity of  construction,  strength  of  individual 
parts  and  compactness.  The  brake  projects 
beyond  the  end  of  the  hub  shell  less  than  one- 


fourth  of  an  inch  and  contains  no  springs. 
The  addition  to  a  hub  of  the  brake  increases 
the  weight  only  nine  ounces.  The  coaster 
principle,  when  applied  to  a  bicycle,  not  only 
saves  the  energy  of  the  rider  but  compensates 
for  the  extra  effort  of  hill  climbing,  by  virtue 
of  'being  able,  as  it  were,  "to  slide  down  hill." 
The  "C-C"  brake  consists  essentially  of  a 
sprocket  (3),  having  inclined  grooves  or 
cams  alike  upon  both  sides  into  which  are 
placed  ordinary  steel  balls.  The  forward 
movement  of  the  pedals  rolls  these  balls  up 
the  inclines  on  the  left  or  inner  side  of  the 
sprocket,  wedging  them  against  the  hub  bush- 
ing (1),  thus  locking  the  sprocket  to  the  hub. 
The  same  forward  movement  carries  the  balls 
on  the  right  side  of  the  sprocket  down  the 
inclines,  allowing  free  rotation  between  the 
sprockets  and  stationary  brake  disc  (4-5). 
When  the  sprocket  is  held  still  the  rotation 
of  the  hub  rolls  the  balls  on  the  left  side  down 
the  inclines,  unlocking  the  sprocket  from  the 
hub  bushing  (1),  allowing  the  wheel  to  re- 
volve freely  for  coasting.  A  backward  move- 
ment of  the  sprocket  rolls  the  balls  up  the 
cams  on  right  side,  wedging  or  pushing  the 
stationary  disc  (4-5)  outwards  against  the 
brake  ring  or  lock  nut  (2).  The  balls  on 
either  side  of  the  sprockets  are  held  and 
guided  by  means  of  spacing  rings  (7),  which 
insure   their  equal   movement   and   bearing. 


Bundy  in  the  House. 

The  Frank  E.  Bundy  Lamp  Co.  will  intro- 
duce a  house  lamp  shortly,  which  promises 
to  do  considerable  toward  relegating  the  kero- 
sene lamp  to  the  rear.  The  new  lamp  will 
be  built  on  the  lines  of  the  well-known  B'<-"4y 
cycle  lamp,  and  will  sell  at  a  figure  which 
will  place  it  within  reach  of  everybody.  M. 
L.  Downs,  the  New  York  manager  of  the 
company,  who  is  now  located  at  7  Warren 
street,  is  enthusiastic  in  his  praises  of  the  new 
lamp. 


Stuck  to  One  Product  and  Won  Out. 

By  confining  their  entire  efforts  to  the  man- 
ufacture of  spokes  and  nipples,  the  James- 
ville  (N.  Y.)  Mfg.  Co.  have  attained  a  high 
degree  of  perfection  in  their  products,  and  a 
ready  and  growing  sale  thereof.  It  is  seldom 
that  at  the  end  of  only  two  years  in  a  business 
such  a  showing  as  the  Jamesville  concern  are 
enabled  to  make  can  be  exhibited.  This,  more 
than  anything  else,  tells  the  story  of  the  merit 
the  goods  must  have. 


At  Lake  Street  Now. 

The  new  Chicago  office  of  the  Crosby  & 
Mayer  Co.  will  be  located  at  205  Lake  street, 
under  the  management  of  Messrs.  K.  F.  Peter- 
son and  F.  A.  Hastings,  who  will  represent 
in  the  western  territory  the  entire  Crosby  & 
Mayer  line  of  cycle  parts,  including  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  factories  for  which  the  famous 
Buffalo   concern   are  general   sales  agents. 


How  Publicity  Pays. 

An  example  of  what  good  advertising  will 
do  is  seen  in  the  fact  that  in  the  dog  days 
of  August  the  factory  of  the  Manhattan  Web 
Co.,  of  New  York,  who  make  exercisers,  is 
now  running  full  time  on  export  orders.  This 
firm  make  one  of  the  cheapest  exercisers  on 
the  market,  and  it  is  sold  by  many  bicycle 
dealers. 


Foreigners  Like  These  Oilers. 

Ludwig  Hirsch,  of  the  Safety  Oiler  Co.,  re- 
turned to  New  York  last  week  after  an  ex- 
tended tour  in  Europe.  Mr.  Hirsch  received 
a  number  of  large  orders  for  his  oiler  on  the 
other  side.  He  is  working  on  several  new  ar- 
ticles which  he  will  place  on  the  market  dur- 
ing the  coming  season. 


Handling  Carbide  Extensively. 

The  Cycle  Syndicate,  of  320  Broadway,  New 
York,  report  a  good  trade  in  calcium  car- 
bide, which  the  firm  is  handling  in  large 
quantities.  They  make  special  arrangements 
with  bicycle  dealers  in  New  York  and  vicinity 
for  the  sale  of  the  carbide. 


Trusteed  for  Creditors. 

L.  C.  and  C.  E.  .Steers,  Detroit,  have  ex- 
ecuted a  chattel  mortgage  on  their  Grand 
River  avenue  bicycle  stock  and  business  to 
Lyle  E.  Youngblood,  trustee  for  creditors, 
whose  claims  aggregate  $2,572. 


Lending  a  Helping  Hand. 

Mr.  Archie  Hughes,  Hollenbeck's  general 
traveling  representative,  will  soon  start  on  an 
extended  trip  to  educate  the  trade  in  Hollen- 
beck  saddleology  and  the  profit  of  being 
posted  therein. 
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rOR  RETAIL  DEALERS. 


A  Few  Details  of  the  New   Spalding  Policy  and  the 

Interest  It  Has  Excited. 


THE  new  Spalding  policy.  It  has  excited 
a  lot  of  attention.  Attention  of  various 
kinds.  Advertise  that  you  have  something 
the  nature  of  which  will  interest  those  to 
whom  you  are  advertising,  and  the  inquiries 
which  will  come  will  be  as  various  as  the 
shades  of  human  characters.  And  they  are 
many. 

Some  will  think  you  have  something  to  give 
away  outright.  Surprising,  the  percentage 
who  so  easily  take  it  for  granted  that  the 
something-for-nothing  era  has  arrived,  every 
time  they  see  advertisements  like  the  Spald- 
ing ads  in  The  Wheel.  Such  people  'are 
caught  by  green-goods  men,  and  should  be 
carefully  looked  after  by  their  friends. 

Others,  a  shade  less  greedy  and  gullible, 
fancy  that  the  new  Spalding  policy  means 
granting   long    credit   to    anybody. 

Others  think  it  means  a  willingness  to  sell 
on   consignment. 

Others  think  it  means  exclusive  agency — 
the  first  dream  of  every  dealer,  in  nearly 
every  business,  everywhere.  The  dream  that 
shows  man  to  be  born  a  monopolist,  what- 
ever his  opinions  and  practices  may  be  after- 
ward. 

♦     *     * 

The  new  Spalding  policy  is  a  good  oppor- 
tunity for  wide-awake  men  who  are  looking 
for  new  opportunities.  Nothing  more,  noth- 
ing less. 

The  new  Spalding  policy  has  three  essen- 
tial features:  It  wipes  out  the  jobber,  it  gives 
the  jobber's  profit  to  the  retailer,  and  it  shuts 
ofT  price-cutting. 

The  jobber  is  disposed  of,  as  far  as  the 
Spaldings  are  concerned,  on  account  of  his 
propensity  in  many  cases  to  hurt  the  Spald- 
ing reputation  and  standing  by  cutting  prices. 

The  method  of  disposing  of  the  jobber  is  to 
give  to  the  dealer  the  jobber's  price. 

Price-cutting  is  stopped  by  agreement  with 
the  retailer.  A.  G.  Spalding  &  Bros,  live  up 
to  their  end  of  the  agreement,  and  if  the  re- 
tailer forgets  to  keep  his  word  and  the  fact 
comes  to  the  knowledge  of  A.  G.  Spalding 
&  Bros.^as  it  generally  does — the  other  deal- 
ers in  the  price-cutter's  town  need  have  no 
fear  of  further  damage  being  done  by  that 
particular  price-cutter. 

*     *     * 

The  purpose  of  the  advertisements  that  have 
appeared  in  The  Wheel  has  been  to  inte'^est 
bicycle  dealers  in  the  idea  of  adding  sporting 
goods  to  their  lines  of  goods;  Spalding  sport- 
ing goods;  sporting  goods  that  will  sell  be- 
cause they  are  Spalding  goods;  goods  manu- 
factured by  a  concern  which  wants  to  keep 
the  good  reputation  it  has  had  for  so  many 
years;  goods  that  are  safe  to  buy  because  there 
is  no  danger  of  finding  the  same  goods  sold 
at  cut-prices  by  other  dealers. 

As  all  Spalding  goods  bear  the  Spalding 
trade-mark,  and  as  that  trade-mark  is  very 
well  known,  every  dealer  who  is  so  disposed 
should   have   no    difficulty    in    carrying   out   a 


selling  policy  which  A.  G.  Spalding  &  Bros. 
say  "is  fair  to  the  consumer,  fair  to  the  retail 
dealer  and  fair  to  us." 

*  *     * 

"But,"  says  the  bicycle  dealer,  who  would 
like  to  improve  his  business — but  don't  know 
how,  "what  about  sporting  goods  for  me?" 

Nothing,  friend,  but  the  plan  is  for  you  to 
have  something  to  do  with  them;  for  you  to 
send  to  A.  G.  Spalding  &  Bros.,  Chicago  or 
New  York,  for  that  remarkable  book  called 
"Spalding's  Spring  and  Summer  Sport;"  for 
you  to  look  through  that  book  and  see  if  there 
are  not  in  it  some  goods  that  can  be  sold  to 
people  you  know. 

*  *     * 

For  example,  the  Moline  platform.  It  isn't 
a  platform  at  all — which  makes  the  name 
rather  more  interesting,  since  it  is  mystifying. 
The  Moline  platform  is  a  simply  but  scien- 
tifically constructed  device  for  bag-punching 
exercise.  It  costs  $10,  but  the  wonder  is  that 
it  can  be  produced  at  the  price.  It  can  be 
affixed  to  the  wall  of  a  young  man's  room,  at 
any  height.  It  is  adjustable  for  slow  and  fast 
punching.  It  doesn't  disfigure  a  room,  and 
the  air-filled  bag  rebounds  fiom  a  rim  made 
of  several  layers  of  wood,  mstead  of  from  the 
usual  disc,  so  that  the  rebound  is  robbed  of  its 
old-time  racket.  Heretofore  cost,  unwieldy 
size,  weight  and  general  unsuitability  of  the 
ordinary  gymnasium  disc  have  prevented 
many  young  men  from  enjoying  light  punch- 
ing exercise  at  home.  Sell  one  of  these  and 
you   will   sell   several. 

Then    there     is     the     Spalding    double-end 


striking-bag,  not  as  good,  but  listing  lower — 

from  $1.25  up  to  $4.50. 

*  «     « 

A  space  six  or  eight  feet  wide  is  enough 
for  the  Spalding  home  gymnasium,  combin- 
ing swinging  rings,  trapeze,  stirrups  and 
swing.  Every  man,  woman  and  child  has  the 
desire  now  and  then  to  catch  hold  of  some- 
thing and  pull  the  body  up  to  it.  This  $5  ap- 
paratus ought  to  sell  easily. 

Spalding's  horizontal  bar  for  doorways 
costs  $2.  A  pusher  ought  to  sell  a  lot  of 
these.     They  don't  disfigure  the  door. 

The  Laflin  friction  rowing  machine,  $15,  is 
a  fine,  compact  apparatus  for  arm  and  back 
development.  The  Spalding  pneumatic  row- 
ing machine  costs  $5  more. 

Boxing  gloves — it  is  easy  to  get  the  average 
young  man  interested  in  the  subject.  That 
done,  the  rest  is  the  work  of  the  salesman. 

Enterprise  will  start  a  fencing  club.     Foils 

cost   little. 

*  *     * 

The  list  goes  on  indefinitely.  Send  for  that 
catalogue  and  you  will  find  in  it  a  number  of 
things  that  can  be  easily  sold  by  a  bright 
salesman,  and  that  are  never  brought  to  light 
by  the  average  sporting  goods  dealers. 


TO     CAIilFORNIA    VIA    THE     MIDIiAND 
BOUTE. 

Every  Friday  night,  at  10.35  p.  m.,  a  through  Tour- 
ist Car  for  .San  Francisco,  carrying  first  and  second 
class  passengers,  leaves  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  & 
St.  Paul  Railway  Union  Passenger  Station,  Chicago, 
via  Omaha,  Colorado  Springs  and  Salt  L-ake  City 
(with  stop-over  privileges  at  Salt  Lake  City),  for  all 
points  in  Colorado,  Utah,   Nevada  and  California. 

The  Tourist  Car  berth  rate  from  Chicago  to  San 
Francisco  is  only  $6,  and  the  sleeping  car  berths 
should  be  reserved  a  few  days  in  advance  of  de- 
parture   of   train. 

Through  tickets  and  sleeping  car  accommodations 
can  be  secured  from  any  agent  in  the  east,  or  by 
applying  at  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Depot 
or   City  Ticket  Offices  in  Chicago. 

Send  for  our  free  illustrated  California  folders.  Ad- 
dress Geo.  H.  Heafford,  General  Passenger  Agent, 
Chicago,  111.,  or  W.  S.  Howell,  General  Eastern  Pas- 
senger Agent,  381  Broadway,   New  York. 

INDISPENSABLE   Bf-CY-HA. 

Your  wheel  needs  Bi-cy-ka.  No  work  to 
apply  it.  It  takes  off  the  rust  and  keeps  the 
rust  .off;  it  cleans  and  it  polishes.  If  your 
dealer  hasn't  it,  send  us  10  cents  in  stamps 
and  we  will  mail  you  a  full-sized  collapsible 
tube.  Raven  Gloss  Mfg.  Co.,  71  Barclay 
street,  New  York. 


THE     CRAWFORD 
BICYCLES  for  1899 


Makers:    THE    CRAWFORD 

MANUFACTURING  CO. 

Factory  and  Main  Offices:    HAGERS- 

TOWN,  MARYLAND,  U.  S.  A. 


I 


N  the  Crawford  Bicycles  for  J 899  the  highest  efficiency- 
has  been  reached  by  a  combination  of  all  desirable 
points  in  the  most  perfect  form,  no  one  part  being 
abnormally  developed  to  the  detriment  of  another.  The 
result  is  a  bicycle  of  the  highest  quality  possible  for  skill 
and  experience,  combined  with  capital  and  with  a  plant 
capable  of  production  on  a  scale  large  enough  to  allow 
selling  at  a  popular  price. 

CATALOGUE   ON   APPLICATION. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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AT    CLOSE    RANGE. 


How  the  French  Demand  for  Automobiles  Outstrips  the  Native  Manufacturers*  Ability 

to  Supply  Same  —  America's   Opportunity. 


Paris,  Aug.  15,  189!). 

IS  there  anything  new  in  the  way  of  auto- 
mobiles? Everyone  is  putting  the  ques- 
tion, but  no  one  can  give  an  alfirmative  an- 
swer. We  have  had  three  great  shows  on  this 
side,  one  in  Paris  and  two  in  London,  the 
motor  cab  trials  and  the  Tour  de  France 
race,  and  though  they  have  all  been  big  suc- 
cesses, and  have  sliown  that  the  public  in- 
teresit  in  automobile  matters  was  never  so 
strong  as  it  is  now,  one  cannot  say  that  they 
have  revealed  anything  new  of  striking  im- 
portance, or  that  in  th'e  general  design  of  the 
motor  vehicle  any  great  advance  has  been 
made   during  the  past  year. 

Evidences  A-plenty. 
There  are  plenty  of  evidences  of  the  enor- 
mous development  of  the  new  industry  in  the 
thousands  of  vehicles  that  now  cover  the 
roads  all  over  the  country,  and  when  it  is 
remembered  that  not  so  very  long  ago  cars 
could  be  counted  by  hundreds,  the  advance 
that  has  been  made  in  the  meantime  is  colos- 
sal. And  yet  for  all  this,  the  industry  is  at 
a  standstill.  There  are  probably  half  a  dozen 
firms  who  have  been  able  to  cope  with  the 
trade  by  laying  down  costly  plants  equipped 
with  American  machine  tools  and  attracting 
all  the  best  fitters  into  their  shops  by  paying 
them  high  wages.  Each  oi  these  concerns  are 
turning  oitt  cars  of  standard  types  by  the 
score.  They  continue  to  work  from  set  pat- 
terns, and  so  long  as  they  have  plenty  of 
orders  for  cars  built  to  these  patterns  they 
are  not  disposed  to  change  them,  except  in 
certain  small  dotaiils,  which  do  much  to  im- 
prove the  car  without  perfecting  it.  Perfec- 
tion very  often  means  an  entire  rearrangement 
of  the  system,  and  they  are  not  the  leading 
makers  who  are  disposed  to  do  this  at  the 
moment. 

Second-Class  Concerns. 

Then  there  are  scores  of  what  may  be  called 
second-class  companies  which  have  been 
formed  with  a  small  capital  to  exploit  new 
systems,  most  of  which,  it  must  be  confessed, 
are  of  little  value.  Several  of  these  concerns 
have  come  to  grief  after  running  through  the 
shareholders'  money  in  improving  types  of 
cars  which  had  been  bought  by  the  companies 
concerned  at  very  high  figures. 


Others  who  possess  fairly  satisfactory  vehi- 
cles cannot  manufacture  them  on  a  commercial 
scale  because  they  lack  either  sufficient  means 
or  are  unable  to  get  a  sufficient  number  of 
hands.  They  may  do  so  in  time,  but  for  the 
moment  they  are  chiefly  concerned  in  booking 
orders,  demanding  the  inevitable  deposits  in 
advance,  with  which  they  hope,  no  doubt,  in 
course  of  time,  to  be  able  to  fit  up  a  factory. 
Then  there  is  the  other  class  of  small  maker 
who  is  inventing  and  perfecting  cars.  It  is 
astonishing  how  many  clever  brains  are  quiet- 
ly and  unobtrusively  grappling  with  the  auto- 
mobile problem  in  the  hope  of  producing  an 
ideal  type  of  car,  a  vehicle  which  will  be  safe, 
simple  and  automatic,  so  that  it  can  be  put 
in  the  hands  of  any  driver — "fool  proof,"  you 
call  it. 

It  is  here  that  we  must  look  for  the  solution 
of  the  problem.  We  know  that  a  lot  is  being 
done  by  these  small  workers,  and  it  is  very 
likely  that  before  long  we  shall  have  some 
simple  types  of  cars  that  do  not  require  a 
long  apprenticeship  to  understand  and  a  still 
lo-nger  one  to  properly  manage. 

Long  Experience. 

Much  has  been  said  about  the  superiority 
of  the  French  cars,  and  this  is  no  doubt  true, 
but  this  superiority  has  only  been  acquired 
by  a  long  experience  in  construction  which 
has  enabled  makers  to  turn  out  cars  capable 
of  doing  extraordinary  performances.  But  it 
is  very  questionable  whether  the  French  will 
always  maintain  this  superiority.  They  build 
cars  as  they  do  their  ba'ttleships,  very  com- 
plicated, very  ingenious  and  very  costly,  and 
so  long  as  they  are  properly  handled  they  do 
wo-nders,  but  as  soon  as  something  goes 
wrong  with  the  works  it  takes  half  a  day  to 
find  out  the  cause  of  the  trouble.  It  is  for  this 
reason  that  the  American  is  bound  to  step  in 
and  take  a  big  share  of  the  world's  trade  in 
automobiles.  His  practical  eye  will  see  what 
is  wanted,  and  he  will  produce  a  type  of  oar 
which  will  do  anything  and  go  anywhere  with- 
out the  owner  having  to  carry  a  practi- 
cal mechanic  with  a  traveling  shop  of 
tools. 

The  writer  of  this  last  week  had  a  chat  with 
Comte  Berthier  de  Savigny,  the  well-known 
racing  chauffeur,  wlio  recently  came  to  grief 


with  his  car  when  driving  to  Champigny  to 
take  part  in  the  Tour  de  France  race.  The 
Count  was  going  down  the  Boulevard  Hauss- 
mann  at  a  high  speed,  when  a  man  suddenly 
stepped  in  front  of  his  car.  To'  avoid  him  he 
steered  aside  and  the  car  went  up  om  the  pave- 
ment. It  lifted  up  one  of  the  pitblie  seats, 
which  checked  the  speed  of  the  car,  and  it  was 
stopped  by  colliding  with  a  lamp  post.  The 
mechanic  was  thrown  otit  and  broke  his  leg, 
but  thie  Count  and  a  friend  who  was  with 
liim  kept  their  seats.  The  vehicle  was  com- 
pletely smashed.  Count  Berthier  de  Savigny 
is  an  expert  driver  and  an  enithusiastic  chauf- 
feur, so  that  lie  is  not  likely  to  be  an  alarmist, 
but  he  nevertheless  had  some  strong  remarks 
to  make  about  the  reckless  driving  of  inex- 
perienced owners,  who  neither  know  nor  care 
what  happens. 

Like  a  Locomotive. 
He  compared  the  motor  car  with  a  locomo- 
tive. The  one  was  built  up  of  complicated 
series  of  light  pieces,  any  one  of  which  was 
liable  to  get  out  of  order,  and  the  lo'Comotive 
was  constructed  of  strong  parts  without  any 
question  of  lightness,  and,  moreover,  it  had 
the  advantage  of  running  on  rails.  And  yet 
a  locomotive  engineer  in  France  must  pass 
a  ten  years'  apprenticeship  before  he  can  drive 
an  engine,  and  yet  any  youth  is  permitted  to 
take  charge  of  a  frail  machine  like  a  :motOT 
car  on  the  roads.  Under  these  circumstances 
it  is  not  surprising  if  accidents  happen.  Dur- 
ing the  past  few  weeks  a  large  number  of  acci- 
dents have  taken  place,  some  of  them  fatal, 
and  they  have  nearly  all  happened  to  people 
who  were  either  in  charge  of  the  cars  for  the 
first  time  or  had  only  a  small  experience. 
And  men  like  Chevalier  Rene  de  Knyff,  Char- 
ron,  Girardot,  and  others,  can  drive  .their  cars 
in  a  race  around  France  at  an  average  speed  of 
35  miles  an  hour  without  any  serious  mishap. 
The  frequency  of  accidents  due  to  reckless 
driving  has  caused  a  lot  of  uneasiness  in  Paris 
where  all  sorts  of  measures  have  been  sug- 
gested for  preventing  motor-car  owners  from 
committing  involuntary  suicide,  but  perhaps 
the  best  safeguard  will  be  the  sense  of  dan- 
ger which  has  thus  been  brought  home  to 
owners  of  vehicles  who  were  otherwise  in- 
clined to  forget  that  they  race  on  the  highways 
at  the  peril  of  their  lives. 


August  31, 


THE  BUFFALO  MYSTERY. 


Certain  fiinis  outside  of  the  American  Bi- 
cycle Co.  are  not  letting  grass  grow  under 
their  feet.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  talk  among 
them  of  possible  connbination  to  fight  the 
Owen  patent,  in  case  the  American  Bicycle 
Co.  should  make  that  the  lever  of  business  com- 
petition. 'Talk  of  this  combination  has  gone 
even  farther;  so  far,  in  fact,  that  parties  were 
in  Buffalo  on  ]\Ionday  of  this  week,  in  con- 
ference, at  which  the  feasibility  of  organizing 
a  second  bicycle  amalgamation  was  exhaus- 
tively discussed.  They  even  went  so  far  as  to 
endeavor  to  obtain  options. 

It  is  understood  that  Reading  people  are  at 
the  back  of  the  proposed  movement.    Not  hav- 


ing positive  information,  Tui£  WiiilEL  prefers 
.not  to  give  names.  iRegarding  the  meeting 
in  question,  no  information  was  given  out, 
either  ot^cially  or  otherwise.  The  Wheel's 
opinion,  gleaned  from  various  sources,  is  that 
the  proposal  to  organize  another  syndicate 
did  not  gain  very  much  'headway,  and  the 
probabilities   arc    that    it   may   be    abandoned. 


Reading,  Pa.,  Aug.  30. — Parties  here  are 
non-committal  in  regard  to  possibilities  of  sec- 
ond bicycle  amalgamation.  They  say  that  re- 
port will  be  made  later.  They  want  only  the 
facts  made  public,  and  not  rumors. 


FLINTIANA  UP  TO  DATE. 


Mr.  Charles  R.  Flint  has  been  closely  fol- 
lowing the  fortunes  of  the  Rubber  Goods  Mfg. 
Co.  in  its  relation  to  the  American  Bicycle 
Co.  When,  some  weeks  ago,  he  saw  his  com- 
pany's business  endangered  by  the  inclusion 
of  the  Hartford  Rubber  Works  and  other  tire 
factories  in  the  A.  B.  C.  plan,  ihe  acted  prompt- 
ly in  self-defense.  He  showed  to  his  financial 
intimates,  who  were  the  bankers  in  the  A.  B. 
C.  matter,  the  ticklish  position,  in  which  the 
deal  was  placing  Rubber  Goods.  The  bankers 
heeded  Mr.  Flint,  and  through  necessity  his 
personality,  his  influence  and  his  desires  were 
then  impressed  upon  the  bicycle  manufac- 
turers. 

Since  then  there  have  been  several  indi- 
vidual and  coililective  conferences  between  the 
bicycle  people  and  Mr.  Flint.  A  tentative 
agreement  was  made,  and  cycle  manufacturers 
generally  were  informed  of  it  by  grapevine 
telegraph,  that  the  Rubber  Goods  Mfg.  Co. 
are  to  supply  tires  to  the  cycle  factories  in  the 
A.  B.  C.  Since  then,  Mr.  Flint  has  naturally 
been  concerned  in  the  attitude  which  the 
cycle  manufacturers  gene-rally  are  likely  to 
take.  There  is  always  a  chance  of  minor  dif- 
ficulty in  getting  hitiherto  independent  ele- 
m'ents  into  certain  prescribed  channels  of 
policy. 

Within  the  past  few  days  there  have  been 
important  conferences  between  members  of 
the  A.  B.  C.  inner  circle,  preparatory  to  prompt 
final  action  as  soon  as  the  lawyers'  examina- 
tions of  properties  should  be  finished.  Mr. 
Flint  has  been  close  to  headquarters  tbrough 
all  these  conferences.  It  was  expected  that  he 
would  be  ready  to  say  something  for  publica- 
tion on  Wednesday  of  this  week — something 
for  general  circulation  with  reference  to  the 
desire  of  Rubber  Goods  to  faithfully  serve  all 
concerned,  etc. — but  the  expected  did  not 
■occur. 

At  this  writing,  Thursday  noon,  Mr.  Flint 
is  in  attendance  at  an  A.  B.  C.  conference  in 
the  office  of  President  Young,  of  the  United 
States  Mortgage  &  Trust  Co.  That  confer- 
ence is  expected  to  be  followed  by  a  meeting 
for  the  election  of  officers,  and  it  is  expected 
that  the  officers  will  immediately  make  a  for- 
mal contract  with  Mr.  Flint.  The  Wheel  has 
good  reason  for  believing  that  the  contract 
will  not  seek  to  entirely  prevent  the  use  of 


"outside"  tires  upon  A.  B.  C.  bicycles,  in  fact 
no  A.  B.  C.  manufacturer  could  very  well  be 
prevented  froau  selling  bicycles  without  tires, 
to  accommodate  dealers  wdio  desire  to  patron- 
ize tire  makers  who  are  not  in  Mr.  Flint's 
company. 

Rubber  Goods  Soaring. 

The  technical  name  of  the  Flint  rubber 
amalgamation  securities  is  the  Rubber  Goods 
Co.  These  securities  are  sold  in  what  is  called 
the  "curb"  market.  The  preferred  stock  of  the 
company  is  running  around  ninety,  while  the 
common  stock,  starting  on  Friday  of  last 
week,  was  advanced  in  a  day  from  thirty  to 
thirty-six,  the  financial  writers  reporting  the 
advanice  due  to  "big  activity  in  Rubber  Com- 
mon." It  appears  that,  on  Friday,  several 
thousand  shares  of  this  stock  were  dealt  in. 
The  stock  is  thought  to  have  been  affected  by 
the  possible  absorption  on  the  part  of  the 
Rubber  Goods  Co.  of  the  tire  factories  which 
are  now  included  in  the  American  Bicycle  Co., 
and  which,  so  rumor  constantly  has  it,  are  to 
be  transferred  at  an  early  day  to  the  Flint 
company.  Quite  a  number  of  men  in  the  bi- 
cycle trade  who  are  supposed  to  know  inside 
history  have  taken  up  some  of  'the  Rubber 
Common  stock.  But  it  is  true  of  Rubber  Com- 
mon, as  of  all  Wall  Street  securities,  that  there 
is  alw:ays  an  inside  to  the  inside,  and  only  the 
man  at  the  helm  knows  what's  going  to  hap- 
pen, and  prospects  and  prosperity  usually  have 
little  to  do  with  the  'prices  at  which  stocks 
are  sold.  It  is  almost  always  a  question  of 
manipulation. 


In  the  Old  Brush  Plant. 

The  old  Brush  electric  plant  in  'Cleveland, 
which  has  long  born  an  important  part  in  the 
bicycle  and  motor-carriage  industries,  is  un- 
dergoing some  changes.  The  Kelly  Handle- 
Bar  Co.,  who  for  the  past  season  have  occu- 
pied a  portion  of  the  building,"  are  removing 
their  plant  to  their  new  factory,  rebuilt  on 
the  site  of  the  old  building  which  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  some  time  ago.  The  space 
occupied  by  the  Kelly  people  is  to  be  occu- 
pied by  the  'hub  '.urning  machineTy  of  the 
Cleveland  Hub  Co.,  the  latter  compamy  having 
been  forced  to  remove  from  another  building 


in  the  plant  because  of  the  fact  that  the  Win- 
ton  Motor  Carriage  Co.  are  making  extensive 
additions  'to  their  business.  In  additio'u  to  the 
three  concerns  mentio'ned,  the  old  Brush  plant 
is  the  h'omc  of  the  Cl'eveland  Ball  &  Screw 
Co.,  well  known  in  the  bicycle  trade;  also  the 
Easitman  Automobile  Co.,  a  new  concern 
which  is  preparing  to  market  an  electric  motor 
carriage. 


To  Enlarge  llolyoke  Plant. 

Charles  R.  Greuter,  of  the  Holyoke  (Mass.) 
Motor  Works,  has  decided  to  have  his  works 
etilarged  so  as  to  give  space  for  a  setting-up 
room  and  for  storage.  All  orders  for  wagons 
have  at  present  been  canceled,  it  being  the 
plans  of  the  company  to  further  perfect  the 
inventions  before  putting  the  wagon  on  the 
market.  It  is  expected  that  100  wagons  can 
be  gotten  out  by  spring.  Mr.  Greuter  said 
he  could  sell  100  wagons  almost  at  his  price 
of  $1,500  and  $2,000  .for  a  one-seater  and  two- 
seater,  respectively. 


For  India  Trade. 

India  has  a  great  field  for  cycling  as  well 
as  for  other  foreign  goods.  Trade  is  carried 
on  in  many  instances  by  enorniously  large 
liouses  who  have  offices  in  Calcutta  as  well  as 
the  principal  cities  in  the  East.  Among  such 
co.ncerns  w'ho  would  like  .to  have  connection 
with  the  American  bicycle  trade  is  A.  E.  D. 
Cohen,  General  Commission  Agents,  43  Cain- 
nung  street,  Calcutta. 


Bundy  Is  Stock-Companied. 

The  Frank  E.  Bundy  Lamp  &  Sundry  Co., 
of  Elmira,  have  been  incorporated  at  Albany 
to  manufacture  acetylene  gas  lamps  and  bicy- 
cle sundries.  Capital,  $25,000.  Directors: 
Frank  E.  Bundy,  John  B.  'Stanchfield  and 
Joseph  W.  B'ownian,  of  Elmira. 


Jaffray  Not  In  It. 

R.  M.  Jaffray,  formerly  of  Chicago,  tried  to 
promote  a  combine  of  Canadian  cycle  manu- 
facturers, but  it  is  understood  that  he  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  combine  which  was 
formed  in  Toronto  last  week. 


Small  Insurance  Only. 

The  rolling  mill  of  the  Albany  Cycle  Tubing 
Wo'rks,  which  was  burned  last  week,  was 
probably  destroyed  through  incendi;u-ism. 
Loss,  $15,000  'to  stock  and  material  and  $5,000 
to  building.     Insurance,  $5,000. 


May  IMove  Their  Plant. 

The  Chapman  Mfg.  Co.  have  been  made  a 
favorable  offer  to  move  'the  factory  of  their 
famous  "douiile  ball-bearing  bicycle"  from 
Stoughton,  Ma'SS.,  where  it  now  is,  to  Rock- 
land in  the  same  State. 


Two  Thousand  to  the  Winner. 

P.  B.  Snow,  of  Wyoming,  111.,  au'd  Dr.  E. 
V.  D.  Morris,  Galesburg,  111.,  are,  on  Septem- 
ber 25,  to  race  automobiles  for  $1,000  a  side 
500  miles  across  country. 


Another  Pope  Branch  Closed, 

Another  Pope  Mfg.  Co.  branch,  the  one  in 
Pittsburg,  was  closed  a  few  days  ago. 
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Thursday,  Aug.  3L— The  stockholders  of  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.  adjourned  to-day  at 
3.30.  There  had  been  a  caucus  in  the  Waldorf- 
Astoria  on  Tuesday  night,  there  had  been  a 
meeting  at  the  rooms  of  the  company  on 
Wednesday,  and  the  final  meeting  on  Thurs- 
day. 

Politics  played  a  very  small  part  in  the  se- 
lection of  officers  and  directors.  The  men 
whose  names  figure  above  hold  the  majority 
of  the  stock,  and  they  had  agreed  upon  the 
staff  of  men  who  are  to  manage  the  American 
Bicycle  Co.  for  the  present.  It  was  decided 
to  give  Mr.  Spalding  all  the  leeway  possible, 
and  it  is  understood  that  the  names  selected 
as  his  assistants,  that  is,  the  other  officers, 
were  largely  his  selection. 

The  board  elected  above  practically  repre- 
sents a  very  strong  element  of  the  bicycle 
trade,  men  who  have  built  up  fortunes  in  it. 
They  have  pooled  their  interests  in  this  Amer- 
ican Bicycle  Co.,  and,  judging  from  the  list 
of  officers,  they  intend  to  carefully  watch  the 
development  of  the  new  amalgamation.  There 
■will  be  no  general  .manager;  the  business  of 
the  company  will  be  managed  by  the  board, 
for  the  .present  at  least.  There  will  not  even 
be  an  Executive  Committee. 

Nothing  was  decided  as  to  plans  or  policy. 
This  will  now  be  taken  up  as  regular  order  of 
business.  The  next  meeting  of  the  company 
will  ibe  held  on  Wednesday  of  the  coming 
week. 

A.  G.  Spalding  is  too  well  known  to  the 
public  to  need  comment.  Colonel  George  W. 
Pope  has  been  treasurer  of  the  Pope  Co.  for 
years,  and  has  resided  in  Hartford.  Being 
very  close  to  the  big  Aibert  A.  Pope  and  the 
big  George  Day,  his  comimercial  calibre  has 
been  more  or  less  shielded  from  the  public. 
He  is  a  man  of  experience,  is  self-contained, 
knows  business,  and  has  altogether  a  pleasing 
and  inviting  personality. 

J.  E.  Bromley  is  the  financial  partner  of  Mr. 
Featherstone.  He  is  expected  to  be  very  ac- 
tive in  the  workings  of  the' new  company. 
Arthur  L.  Garford,  who  organized  the  two- 
million-dollar  saddle  trust  which  was  sold  to 
the  Americain  Bicycle  Co.,  has  made  a  remark- 
able record  in  the  business.  He  was  first  a 
bank  man,  and  is  up  on  finance. 


<C.  W.  Dickerson  has  for  several  years  been 
identified  with  the  Sterling  Co.,  first  of  Chi- 
cago and  afterwards  of  Kenosha.  The  other 
names  are  well  known,  tar  perhaps  that  of 
Mr.  C.  L.  Ames,  who  is  bead  of  the  rich  Ames 
&  Frost  Co.,  of  Chicago. 

Mr.  Garford  is  at  present  in  Europe,  where 
he  went  to  bring  over  his  family.  He  is  ex- 
pected to  return  any  day. 

There  is  to  be  a  Board  of  Directors  of  fif- 
teen men.  Later,  the  additional  five  will  be 
elected.     They  will  represent  the  banking  end. 

After  the  meeting  to  a  Wheel  staff  man 
Colonel  Albert  A.  Pope  said:  "Have  a  cigar! 
I  am  growing  some  very  fine  grapes.  Oh, 
yes,  Mr.  Spalding  has  my  entire  confidence." 


Monarch  in,  Eagle  Out. 

Rumor  kept  repeating  that  the  Monarch 
Company  had  retired  from  the  American  B. 
C.  There  was  undoubtedly  a  hitch  of  some 
kind,  but  the  Monarch  Company  are  decidedly 
in  the  amalgamation,  and  -Mr.  Kiser,  a  di- 
rector, speaks  highly  of  the  future. 

The  Eagle  Bicycle  Co.,  by  a  vote  of  its 
stockholders,  decided  to  withdraw  from  the 
A.  B.  C,  and  will  stand  on  individual  lines. 
The  cause  of  this  action  has  not  been  made 
public. 


Merrill  to  Make  Bicycles. 

From  Portland,  Ore.,  comes  the  story  that 
the  Fred  T.  Merrill  Cycle  Co.  are  to  ti-y  the 
experiment  of  making  bicycles,  and  will  com- 
mence building  them  immediately  after  the 
close  of  the  bicycle  trade,  in  November.  The 
company  will  first  make  100  bicycles  as  an 
experiment,  using  Rambler  reinforcements, 
lap  joints,  hollow  fork  crowns,  and  will  give 
the  purchasers  their  choice  of  tires,  selling  the 
miachine  at  froim  $20  to  $30,  according  to  the 
tires  and   fittings   wanted. 

The  new  arrangement,  it  is  said,  will  in  no 
wise  conflict  with  the  Rambler  and  Ideal 
agency,  which  is  now  held  by  the  Mernll 
Cycle  Co.  for  the  States  of  Oregon,  Wash- 
ingtoin,   Idaho   and   Montana. 


Not  Exporting  Autos  Yet. 

George  H.  Brown,  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Winton  Motor  Carriage  Co.,  of  Cleve- 
land, when  in  New  York  last  week,  speaking 
of  the  exports  of  automobiles,  said: 

"The  building  of  automobiles  has  not  ad- 
vanced to  a  point  where  they  can  be  shipped 
abroad.  At  present  there  is  no  export  trade 
in  motor  carriages.  The  domestic  demand  far 
exceeds  the  supply. 

"A  peculiar  condition  of  affairs  exists  in 
our  business.  A  demand  for  automobiles  has 
been  secured  before  the  manufacturers  are 
in  a  position  to  satisfy  it.  The  papers  have 
been  filled  with  all  sorts  of  articles  booming 
automobiles,  and  calling  attention  to  their 
merits,  and  people  are  willing  to  buy  them  if 
they  can  get  good  machines  that  will  do  the 
work  required  of  them. 

"But  the  building  of  these  motor  carriages 
offers  a  very  difficult  mechanical  problem.  It 
will  be  some  years,  in  my  opinion,  before  we 
can  make  good  machines  fast  enough  to  sat- 
isfy the  doimestic  demand. 

"Our  factory  turns  out  from  three  to  four 
machines  a  day,  and  we  have  no  difficulty  in 
disposing  of  them  in  this  market.  French 
manufacturers  and  French  automobiles  are  at 
the  head  of  the  procession  just  now,  but  Amer- 
icans are  coming  up  with  rapid  strides.  The 
Germans  are  also  making  fair  progress.  In 
England,  on  the  other  hand,  they  are  rather 
slow  in  taking  hold,  though  some  German  and 
French  machines  are  in  use  there  now.  I  be- 
lieve it  will  be  soime  years  before  we  begin  to 
export  miotor  carriages." 


First  to  Stumble. 

Stamford,  Conn.,  Aug.  28. — The  stock  here 
of  the  National  Motor  Carriage  Co.  was  at- 
tached to-day  by  various  creditors,  including 
a  numher  of  the  employes.  The  exact  amounts 
of  the  claims  against  the  company  are  not 
known,  but  they  are  believed  to  aggregrate 
about  $10,000.  Superintendent  T.  G.  Graham 
stated  this  afternoon  that  the  difficulties  were 
due  to  a  reorganization  of  the  company  and 
that  all  claims  will  soon  be  paid.  It  was  this 
company  which  built  the  vehicle  that  the  fa- 
mous Davis  cross-country  was  undertaken  in. 


Wants  Hubs,  Spokes  and  Nipples. 

Monsieur  L.  Pinchon,  representing  the 
wealthy  Parisian  importing  firm  of  Alvarado 
&  Co.,  is  in  New  York,  and  will  visit  Boston, 
Buffalo  and  Chioago.  His  firm  represent  the 
Waltham  Mfg.  Co.,  Kundtz  Bending  Co.  and 
National  .Sewing  Machine  Co.,  and  handle 
other  cycling  goods.  Before  he  returns  to 
France,  M.  Pinclron  expects  to  arrange  for 
the  representation  of  American  hubs,  spokes 
and  nippkis.  His  New  York  address  is  care 
FI.   Tacquiss,  456  Broome  street. 


No    More   Sundries. 

The  Weston-Mott  Company,  Utica,  N.  Y., 
have  discontinued  making  all  kinds  of  cycle 
sundries,  with  the  exception  of  hubs.  In  con- 
nection with  the  latter,  they  are  devoting  all 
of  their  time  to  making  wire  and  motor  car- 
riage wheels. 


Taking  a  Steam  Wagon  Along. 

A.  H.  Overman  will  start  for  Europe  about 
the  middle  of  next  month.  He  will  take  with 
him  :an  automohile  of  the  latest  model  pro- 
duced by  his  company  and  will  be  away  in- 
definitely on  business  connected  with  it. 
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AN  OrrORTlNITY. 


A  GOOD  article,  persistently  advertised,  sells.  One  Amer- 
ican bicycle  maker  has  had  signal  success  with  the 
chainless  bicycle,  by  the  process  of  skillful  publicity.  Some 
other  maker  can  have  just  as  much  success  with  the  auto- 
matic coaster. 

There  are  strong  indications  that  many  of  the  better  ma- 
chines in  England  will  be  fitted  with  automatic  coasters  for 
1900.  The  idea  is  now  regarded  by  English  riders  as  approxi- 
mately standard.  The  field  is  open  here  for  some  enterprising 
concern  which  knows  how  to  produce  chatty,  convincing  ad- 
vertisements. 

It  is  an  easy  thing  to  advertise.  If  our  suggestion  attracts 
any  bicycle  manufacturer,  let  him  try  the  device  himself.  It 
will  add  to  his  cycling  pleasure  the  pleasure  of  automobil- 
ism.  The  presence  of  a  companion  rider  not  similarly  equipped 
will  certainly  result  in  enthusiasm. 

A  little  enthusiasm,  of  the  kind  that  can  be  communicated 
in  print  to  the  prospective  buyer,  is  essential  in  any  plan  of 
this  kind. 


ANTI-COMBINE  TALK. 


DURING  the  past  few  days  there  have  appeared,  simul- 
taneously in  several  New  York  morning  newspapers, 
short  articles  advertising  the  fact  that  the  American  Bicycle 
Co.  will  have  competition,  and  mentioning  the  concerns  which 
have  prominently  announced  their  opposition  to  the  A.  B.  C. 
On  each  day  the  articles  that  have  appeared  have  been  worded 
alike,  showing  them  to  have  had  a  common  origin. 

We  recognize  in  these  articles  simply  the  work  of  an  up- 
to-date  press  agent,  and  there  is  no  mysterious  significance 


in  either  their  appearance  or  source.  We  have^  previously 
seen  the  foot-prints  of  the  press  agent  on  the  A.  B.  C.  sid^ 
of  the  fence.  The  press  agent  has  become  a  tolerated  institu- 
tion, though  he  sometimes  lies  terribly  under  the  guise  of 
duty. 

If  any  criticism  at  all  can  justly  be  leveled  at  this  anti- 
combine  press  work,  it  is  that,  like  all  rebellious  movements, 
it  is  liable  to  become  cantankerous.  In  other  respects  it  is 
likely  to  be  of  actual  benefit  to  all  concerned.  It  will  have 
a  tendency  to  reduce  any  monopolistic  swellings  that  may 
appear,  and  it  will  irritate  into  activity  any  laggards  that  there 
may  be,  within  or  without  the  alphabetical  aggregation. 

This  competition  between  the  insiders  and  outsiders  is  to 
be  no  quilting  party,  and  within  bounds  the  battle-cry  of  the 
press  agent  is  entirely  right  and  proper. 


THE  NEW  YORK  BRANCH. 


T  T  has  taken  some  manufacturers  a  long  time  to  realize  the 
A  fact  that  Greater  New  York  and  its  environs  form  a 
market  equal  to  several  States  in  buying  ability.  There  are 
many  manufacturers  who  do  not  yet  realize  it.  Those  who  do, 
and  who  have  acted,  wish  they  had  acted  earlier. 

In  a  recent  big  turnout  of  Greater  New  York  cyclists,  314 
out  of  about  900  machines  were  fitted  with  one  brand  of  tire. 
About  fifty  of  the  riders  used  one  brand  of  bicycle,  which 
was  about  100  per  cent  larger  than  the  representation  of 
any  other  bicycle.  The  bicycle  was  not  one  of  the  "good 
old"  kind.  It  was  popular  because  it  had  been  pushed  in 
this  territory.     The  same  is  true  of  the  tire  mentioned. 

Last  spring  a  western  manufacturer  heeded  the  suggestion 
of  his  eastern  customers,  and  of  his  own  common  sense,  and 
opened  a  New  York  branch.  To-day  he  has  fifty  new  and 
desirable  accounts  in  consequence. 

The  Wheel  office  has  been  frequently  visited  by  riders  de- 
siring to  know  the  New  York  headquarters  for  certain  wheels 
and  other  cycling  goods.  In  many  instances  the  goods  were 
not  only  not  pushed  here,  but  were  not  represented.  Many- 
dollars  have  gone  the  wrong  way  on  account  of  this  fact. 

After  all,  even  the  big  brains  only  think  they  think. 


NO  "OEf"  SEASON. 


RATHER  quiet  now,  is  it  not;  and  when  do  you  feel  the 
first  nibbles  of  the  coming  season?  These  two  ques- 
tions, addressed  to  the  manager  of  one  of  the  most  vital 
cycle-making  concerns  in  America,  brought  out  the  some- 
what extraordinary  statement  that  this  particular  concern  has 
practically  no  "off"  season. 

The  concern  has  no  sooner  finished  up  its  American  busi- 
ness than  it  is  compelled  to  turn  to  its  foreign  trade,  which 
takes  on  activity  after  August  1.  Already  the  foreign  orders 
of  this  concern  for  fall  1899  delivery  aggregate  4,000  bi- 
cycles. 

This  concern  pays  almost  as  much  attention  to  its  foreign 
trade  as  it  does  to  its  American  business.     It  has  an  elaborate 
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system  of  catalogues,  a  list  of  thousands  of  bicycle  buyers  and 
other  extensive  paraphernalia  for  keeping  in  touch  with  every 
foreign  trade  centre  of  the  world. 

About  every  year  or  so  a  chief  man  is  sent  abroad  for  a 
bird's-eye-view  trip.  It  is  his  especial  business  to  look  up 
the  financial  status  and  the  personnel  of  the  firms  with  whom 
his  house  is  doing  a  large  business.  It  is  also  his  endeavor 
to  induce  big  buyers  to  come  over  to  America  personally.  The 
concern  is  so  sure  of  itself  that  it  would  be  greatly  amazed 
if  one  of  these  foreign  visitors  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  foreign  trade  record  of  this  concern  is  an  inspiration 
to  all.  Not  all  concerns  can  go  into  the  foreign  department 
as  extensively  as  the  concern  we  have  in  mind,  but  none 
can  fail  to  achieve  a  profitable  result  if  the  foreign  end  is 
handled  understandingly. 


1900  TRADE. 


SIGNS  of  the  times  are  not  lacking  that  the  year  1900  will 
be  the  greatest  ever  known  in  the  history  of  the  bicycle 
trade.  The  present  year  has  been  a  remarkably  good,  solid 
year.  There  have  been  few,  if  any,  cut-price  sales  of  any  pro- 
portions. There  has  been  no  unloading,  and  very  little  carry- 
ing over  of  stock.  The  most  important  factor  of  all,  how- 
ever, is  that  the  activity  in  all  business  lines  is  simply  remark- 
able. We  find  an  absolute  lack  of  steel  for  structural  pur- 
poses; we  find  builders  using  half-baked  brick,  simply  because 
the  brickmakers  cannot  turn  out  the  matured  article  through 
lack  of  time  and  a  plethora  of  business.  We  find  skilled  me- 
chanics being  paid  higher  wages  than  they  have  received  with- 
in the  last  ten  years.  We  see  all  kinds  of  working  talent, 
whether  raw  or  skilled,  in  great  demand.  And  it  is  only  when 
money  is  freely  circulated  among  the  workers  that  we  have 
basic  prosperity.  The  West  also  goes  a  step  further,  and 
helps  out  the  general  condition  with  its  crop  prosperity  of  the 
last  two  years,  and  the  enhancement  of  prices  of  its  ground  pro- 
ducts. Altogether  there  seems  not  a  cloud  in  the  sky,  bar  the 
trust  spectre,  spoken  of  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 


THERE  is  sure  to  be  an  interesting  presentation  of  the 
elimination  of  the  unfit  during  the  first  year  or  so  of 
the  life  of  the  A.  B.  C.  More  will  be  expected  of  the  mem- 
bers than  mere  penny-wisdom.  Prospective  earnings,  as  well 
as  present  ones,  will  be  considered.  Penury  will  not  stand  for 
enterprise.  The  central  management  will  be  a  higher  tribunal, 
to  be  appealed  to  by  customers  who  are  not  well  treated  by 
individual  concerns.  A  gloved  hand,  at  first,  but  in  the  end 
stern  regulation,  the  survival  of  the  fit. 


*     *     » 


THE  advertisements  of  a  concern  called  the  Wheelmen's 
Company,  of  Indianapolis,  will  not  appear  in  The 
Wheel  in  future.  The  advertising  of  this  company,  while 
perfectly  honest,  so  far  as  we  know,  is  of  the  red  flag  variety, 
and  is  not  calculated  to  benefit  the  trade  at  large.  The  Wheel- 
men's Company  publish  a  monthly  paper  called  the  "Wheel- 
rnen's  Gazette."     We  do  not  know  whether  or  not  thev  obtain 


the  cut-price  goods  they  sell  through  exchange  advertising. 
If  so,  any  firm  who  will  sell  goods  for  advertising  space,  and 
then  permit  the  publisher  to  club  the  trade  with  cut-prices  on 
those  goods,  is  not  entitled  to  the  patronage  of  legitimate 
cycle  trade  merchandisers.  We  repeat  we  do  not  know  the 
facts.  We  simply  point  out  that  the  proprietors  of  the  bicy- 
cle paper  are  price-cutters,  and  those  who  are  interested  should 
ascertain  the  inside  history. 


«     *     * 


YOU  may  not  have  noticed  it,  but  it  means  a  distinct 
advance  in  commerce  between  this  and  other  countries. 
Uncle  Sam  and  Germany  have  agreed  to  carry  each  other's 
bundles,  not  to  exceed  11  pounds  in  weight,  by  the  parcels- 
post  system.  By  the  same  system  Great  Britain  is  able  to 
send  annually  millions  of  dollars'  worth  of  goods  to  many  parts 
of  the  world.  When  we  extend  the  system  our  business  will 
increase  surprisingly.  Our  compact  with  Germany  will  prove 
it  within  a  year  from  October  1. 

*  «     * 

THE  WHEEL  is  reliably  informed  that  the  apparently 
backboneless  reinstatement  of  Linton  was  intended  to 
be  shrewd,  and  that  his  leaving  this  country  removes  a  factor 
dangerous  to  L.  A.  W.  prestige.  We  are  further  assured  that 
the  N.  C.  A.  flea  is  very  short  of  the  sinews  of  war,  and  that  it 
will  not  bother  the  L.  A.  W.  elephant  much  longer.  While 
The  Wheel  has  not  laid  any  wagers  on  the  flea,  we  confess 

to  no  pleasure  in  the  present  maneuvers  of  the  elephant. 

■«     *     * 

IT  is  an  old  story.  Some  people  will  never  learn  it  well. 
Letters  received  from  the  retailers  should  be  answered 
promptly — on  the  day  of  their  receipt  if  possible.  Responsi- 
bility for  delay  is  often  taken  by  the  credit  department.  May 
be  your  credit  department  has  barnacles. 

«     *     « 

THOSE  customers  who  send  in  the  most  tangled  orders 
are  the  ones  most  likely  to  write:  "Now  let  me  know 
by  return  mail  when  this  order  will  be  filled."  Like  throwing  a 
needle  into  a  hay-stack  and  insisting  upon  knowing  when  it 

will  be  found. 

*  *     * 

COME  the  harbingers  of  autumn — falling  leaves,  crystal 
days,  dry,  hot,  welcome  sunlight.  Soon  the  retail 
dealer's  second  crop,  and  then — new  enterprises  for  the  wide- 
awake ones  and  hibernation  for  the  slothful. 

*  *     » 

THERE  are  good  reasons  for  believing  that  the  great  ma- 
jority of  cycle  makers  will  not  follow  the  example  of  the 
well-known  concern  which  has  reduced  the  price  of  its  best 

chain  wheel  to  |35. 

*  *     ♦ 

THE  WHEEL  is  assured  by  the  manufacturer  of  an  auto- 
matic coaster  that  tentative  orders  for  over  30,000  of  the 
devices   are   in   hand.     This   denotes   the   possibilities   of   the 

thing. 


«      *      * 


CONCERNING  the  1000  outlook:     Jobbers  look  before 
they  leap.     A  jobbing  syndicate  placed  a  5,000-wheel 
order  a  few  days  ago  with  a  newly-formed  Cleveland  concern. 
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LASLEY  IS  MISSING. 


Report  that  the  Washington  N.  C.  A.  Magnate  and 

Eclipse  Representative  Cannot  Be 

Found. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Aug.  26, — The  many 
friends  of  J.  D.  Lasley,  who  has  figured  so 
prominently  in  the  local  bicycle  trade  during 
the  past  two  years,  were  surprised  to-day  to 
learn  that  he  was  under  a  cloud  and  had  left 
the  city  to  avoid  imeeting  ;a  representative  of 
the  Eclipse  Bicycle  Co.,  of  Elmira,  N.  Y., 
who  came  here  to  investigate  his  business  af- 
fairs. Lasley  has  been  absent  for  oyer  a  week 
and,  according  to  Treasurer  Whittier,  of  the 
Eclipse  Company,  bis  accounts  are  in  bad 
shape.  It  is  alleged  that  the  absent  man  had 
misappropriated  certain  funds  and  had,  more- 
over, sold  stock  and  fixtures  on  which  the 
Eclipse  Company  held  chattel  mortgages  and 
for  which,  it  is  further  alleged,  no  return  has 
been  'made. 

Lasley  entered  the  employ  of  the  Eclipse 
Bicycle  Co.  early  in  1897  as  manager  of  the 
Washington  branch  and  soon  became  a  power 
in  local  trade  affairs.  His  admiinistration  was 
most  successful  in  every  way  and  resulted  in 
the  company  placing  the  utmost  confidence  in 
him.  The  firm  was  not  surprised  when  he 
made  a  proposition  to  buy  out  the  local  busi- 
ness and  conduct  it  on  bis  own  responsibility 
rather  than  act  as  manager.  He  was  looked 
upon  as  enterprising  and  ambitious,  and  the 
proposal  he  made  was  met  with  favor.  At 
the  time  of  the  change  in  the  business  the 
branch  store  at  the  corner  oi  Fourteenth  and 
H  streets  was  well  stocked  and  was  fitted  up 
with  expensive  fixtures  which  had  been  the 
property  of  the  company.  Lasley  purchased 
these,  giving  his  notes,  secured  by  chattel 
mortgages  on  the  purchased  property.  Since 
then  all  bicycles  which  Lasley  contracted  for 
were  consigned  to  him;  that  is  to  say,  ac- 
cording to  Treasurer  Whittier's  statement, 
the  goods  were  the  property  of  the  company 
until  paid  for  and  they  were  to  be  returned 
in  case  they  were  not  sold.  Lasley  is  alleged 
to  have  violated  this  part  of  the  contract,  and 
it  is  stated  that  he  not  only  disposed  of  all 
goods  in  bis  care,  but  sold  the  store  fixtures 
upon  which  the  company  held  chattel  mort- 
gages. 

After  a  year  of  prosperity  Lasley,  it  is  said, 
met  business  reverses  until  he  finally  saw 
there  was  nothing  in  the  bicycle  business  for 
him.  He  advertised  the  fact  that  he  was 
going  to  give  up  the  Eclipse  agency  and 
would  sell  his  remaining  .stock  at  very  low 
prices.  The  Eclipse  Company  got  wind  of 
the  afifair  and  sent  Mr.  Whittier  down  here 
post  haste  to  look  after  their  interests.  He 
arrived  Friday  morning  with  the  expectation 
of  finding  nearly  20'0  bicycles  on  hand  which 
ihad  not  been  accounted  for.  To  his  surprise 
he  found  the  store  closed  and  most  of  the 
stock  disposed  of.  He  attempted  to  go  over 
what  books  were  left,  but  the  search  led  to 
nothing.  The  wheels  were  gone  and  there 
was  nothing  to  show  where.  The  situation  as 
to  the  fixtures  was  the  same. 

Mr.  Whittier  claims'  that  he  subsequently 
learned  that  the  concern  which  had  the  rent- 
ing of  Lasley's  store  had  attached  a  number 
of  wheels  for  rent  due.  These  he  reclaimed 
upon  the  presentation  of  proof  that  they  be- 
longed to  the  Eclipse  Company  and  not  to 
Lasley.     The  bicycles,  together  with  a  small 


amount   of  sundries,   etc.,   were   found  intact, 
and  will  be  shipped  to  the  factory. 

The  news  of  Mr.  Lasley's  financial  difficul- 
ties came  in  the  nature  of  a  surprise  to  many 
of  his  friends.  They  attribute  the  whole  af- 
fair to  his  overzealousness  in  business  mat- 
ters, and  to  the  fact  that  he  dropped  consider- 
able money  in  furthering  bicycle  racing  here 
and  in  promoting  the  N.  C.  A.,  of  which  he 
was  an  enthusiastic  supporter.  He  was  greatly 
interested  in  the  Park  track  near  the  city,  and 
it  is  said  that  he  individually- advanced,  or  be- 
came responsible  for  the  greater  part  of  the 
money  invested  in  the  track. 


LOZIER  TO  RETIRE. 


The  Czar  of  Cleveland  Will  Enjoy  Himself  in  Travel 
Henceforth. 

Cleveland,  Aug.  28. — H.  A.  Lozier,  famous 
the  world  over  wherever  bicycles  are  known 
and  used,  is  quoted  to-day  as  saying  that  as 
soon  as  the  final  details  of  the  American  Bi- 
cycle Co.  are  settled  up,  he  will  retire  from 
active  business  and  will  devote  a  goodly  por- 
tion of  the  next  few  years  to  travel  and  recre- 
ation. "I  have  attended  strictly  to  business 
for  a  number  of  years,"  said  Mr.  Lozier,  "and 
I  am  going  to  retire  and  let  the  younger  men 
try  their  hands  just  as  soom  as  the  prelimina- 
ries are  settled.  I  will  go  to  California  first 
and  then  to  Europe,  where  I  expect  to  remain 
for  some  time." 


Newly  Incorporated  Concerns. 

Atlantic  Automobile  Mfg.  Co.,  Portland, 
Me.  Incorporated  for  the  purpose  of  dealing 
in  self-propelled  vehicles,  with  $500,000  capi- 
tal stock,  of  which  $60  are  paid  in.  The  officers 
are:  President,  Horatio  Adams,  of  Kingston, 
Mass. ;  treasurer,  Enos  H.  Reynolds,  of  Brock- 
ton, Mass. 

McLearn  Automobile  Co.  Principal  office, 
New  Jersey  Corporation  Guarantee  &  Trust 
Co.  building,  Camden,  N.  J.  Manufacture 
automobiles.  Capital,  $100,000.  Incorpora- 
tors: John  P.  McLearn,  W.  W.  Hess,  Wil- 
liam A.  Black. 

California  Cycle  Co.,  San  Francisco.  Capi- 
tal, $5,000;  subscribed,  $50.  Directors:  Simon 
Green,  William  Levy,  B.  M.  Gungburger,  J. 
O'Malley,  Mercedes  Lichtenstein. 

Perfect  Compound  Kerosene  Gas  &  Com- 
pressed Air  Automobile  Fire  Engine  &  Motor 
Mfg.  Co.  Principal  office,  260  Eleventh  street, 
Hoboken,  N.  J.  Manufacture  automobile  fire 
engines  and  motor  vehicles.  Capital,  $500,000. 
Incorporators:  G.  W.  Draesel,  Charles  A. 
Kunzel,  Jr.,  Frank  Tenbert,  John  C.  S.  Kelly, 
Hoboken,  N.  J.;  William  H.  Kessler,  Passaic, 
N.  J.;  Paul  H.  Schmidt,  New  York. 

Mercantile  Mfg  Co.  Principal  office,  1  Ex- 
change place,  Jersey  City,  N.  J.  Manufacture 
motors,  vehicles,  etc.  Capital,  $100,000.  In- 
corporators: Charles  E.  Stout,  Brooklyn,  N. 
Y.;  James  S.  Na.thaus,  William  H.  Gale,  New 
York  city. 


Long  Island's  Big  Road  Race. 

The  twenty-fi've-mile  handicap  road  race  of 
the  Associated  Cyclin'g  Clubs  of  Long  Island 
will  be  held  on  the  Coney  Island  Cycle  Path 
on  Labor  Day,  starting  promptly  at  10  a.  m. 
The  race  will  be  held  over  the  path  itself, 
which  will  be  policed  by  150  men.  There  will 
also  be  sufficient  umpires  and  other  officials 
to  secure  a  clear  course  and  fair  play.     The 


entries  number  150,  and  as  the  men  follow 
continuously,  and  do  not  pass  and  repass,  as 
on  the  Irvington-Millburn  course,  there 
should  be  very  little  danger  from  foul  riding. 
The  headquarters  of  the  committee  and  of  the 
referee  will  be  at  Baeder's  Hotel,  at  the  upper 
end  of  the  Boulevard.  Contestants  will  be  noti- 
fied that  no  protest  will  be  received  unless 
made  in  writing.  No  protest  will  be  received 
after  12.30  on  the  day  of  the  race.  All  um- 
pires and  other  officials  must  report  to  the 
referee  at  Baeder's,  after  the  race  is  over,  in 
order  to  dispose  promptly  of  any  claims  or 
protests  that  may  be  made.  The  race  will  be 
refereed  by  F.  P.  Prial. 


Chain  Price  Agreement. 

One  of  the  chain  manufacturers  who  was 
invited  to  meet  others  in  New  York  city  re- 
cently, with  a  view  to  agreement  upon  prices, 
etc.,  was  James  Duckworth,  the  well-knowii 
chain-maker  of  Springfield,  Mass.  Mr.  Duck- 
worth said  to  a  Wheel  representative  on 
Monday  that  makers  of  chains  would  prob- 
ably get  together  in  behalf  of  higher  prices, 
which  were  warramted  by  the  fact  that  ma- 
terials were  higher  than  a  year  ago,  and  also 
because  prices  had  been  too  low  for  this  sea- 
son. He  thought  that  the  advance  would  be 
from  10  to  25  per  cent.  He  considered  the 
outlook  for  next  season's  business  was  better 
than  it  had  been  for  imany  years,  and,  barring 
the  exceptionally  prosperous  year  of  1895, 
might  be  as  good  as  any. 


Fowler  Sues  IMclllrath. 

An  attachment  suit  has  been  filed  in  the 
Chicago  Circuit  Court  to  secure  the  claim  of. 
the  Fowler  Cycle  Works  against  the  property 
of  Harold  Darwin  Mclllrath,  who  recently 
completed  a  cycling  tour  of  the  world,  to  the 
sum  of  $1,740.83,  alleged  to  be  due  to  the 
company.  The  affidavit  accompanying  the 
prayer  for  the  issuance  of  the  writ  of  attach- 
ment was  signed  by  Frank  T.  Fowler,  and 
after  decliaring  the  amount  alleged  due  to  the 
company,  which  is  stated  to  be  for  money 
advanced  and  on  account,  the  assertion  is 
made  that  the  defendant  is  about  to  depart 
with  the  intention  of  having  his  property  re- 
moved from  the  State  to  the  injury  of  the 
plaintiff. 


Nothing  Left  From  Comet. 

Toronto,  Ont.,  Aug.  28. — There  has  been 
no  settlement  yet  made  in  the  estate  of  the 
Coimet  Cycle  Co.,  and  the  general  impression 
is  that  when  any  such  settlement  is  made  it 
will  not  much  more  than  pay  the  expenses 
of  winding  up  the  bankrupt  company.  It  is 
said  here  that  the  building,  which  was  owned 
by  Fane  and  Lavender,  the  president  and  vice- 
presidenit  of  the  -company,  and  which  did  not 
go  in  as  an  asset  of  the  oompany,  has  been 
sold  for  cash,  and  the  purchaser  is  Soper,  of 
Ottawa,  who  occupies  the  position  of  presi- 
dent of  the  Dunlop  Tire  Co.  It  lis  thought  to 
have  been  bought  for  this  company. 


Will  Look  After  Rochester  Interests. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Rochester  Cycle 
Mfg.  Co.  was  held  Monday  evening,  and  the 
election  of  directors  for  the  year  took  place 
at  the  same  time.  There  were  348  votes  cast 
for  the  following  directors:  W.  W.  Kenfield, 
M.  G.  Benjamin,  S.  M.  Benjamin,  A.  E.  Ben- 
jamin, J.  A.  Taylor. 
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TO    STUDY    LIGHT. 


Important  Educational  Work  Given  a  Start  by  the  International  Acetylene  Association's  Meeting  in  Chicago- 
Local  Societies  Will  Be  Organized  to  Spread  Knowledge  of  the  New  llluminant— Its  Great  Importance  to 
Health,  by  Its  Effect  Ipon  the  Human  Eye— Odd  Bits  of  Acetylene  Talk. 


RESUME. 

This  series  of  articles  is  in  no  wise  antagonistic  to 
oil  and  electric  lamps,  but  is  intended  to  be  of  edu- 
cational interest  to  those  who  recognize  the  possi- 
bilities of  acetylene  lamps  but  are  deterred  from  sell- 
ing or  using  them  by  the  restrictions  of  insurance 
companies  and  by  ignorance  of  the  nature  of  calcium 
carbide. 

Previously  The  Wheel  has  shown  that  calcium  car- 
bide is  far  less  dangerous  than  the  ordinary  match,  and 
that  the  restrictive  policy  toward  it  in  the  East  by 
insurance  companies  is  incompatible  with  their  liberal 
policy  in  the  West.  Insurance  companies  tried  to 
retard  the  use  of  electric  lights  in  office  buildings. 
They  oppose  every  new  invention  that  in  any  way 
increases  their  risks.  Despite  their  opposition,  acety- 
lene gas,  the  product  of  calcium  carbide,  is  now  com- 
monly used  for  lighting  dwellings  and  streets  in 
many  parts  of  this  country  and  Europe,  and  their 
complete  surrender  in  the  Eastern  States  is  a  matter 
of  time,  controllable  by  the  producers  and  consumers 
of  carbide,  gas  generators  and  gas  lamps.  Acetylene 
gas  lamps  deserve  the  careful  study  and  support  of 
bicycle  agents. 

The  Wheel  of  July  27  contained  a  number  of  com- 
parisons showing  the  advantages  of  acetylene  in 
lighting  power,  safety,  etc.,  over  other  illuminants. 
There  has  been  much  ignorance  on  this  point. 

In  The  Wheel  of  August  3  the  romantic  history 
of  Cyclist  Willson's  discovery  of  a  commercially  possi- 
ble  method   of   making   calcium    carbide    was   stated. 

In  The  Wheel  of  August  10  the  scientifically 
proper  application  of  water  to  cartide,  to  generate 
gas   quickly  and  without  wasteful  heat,  was  shown. 

The  issue  of  August  17  showed  the  actual  quantity 
of  carbide  used  for  bicycle  lamps.  Liberally  esti- 
mated, one  in  five  riders  uses  an  acetylene  lamp. 
Many  more  can  be  sold. 

A  series  of  general  articles,  containing  facts  and 
ideas  of  value  to  everybody  interested  in  acetylene, 
was  begun  in  the  issue  of  August  24. 

LET  THERE  BE  LIGHT. 


LAST  week  it  was  remarked  that  there 
wa.s  room  for  much  the  same  kind  of  indi- 
vidual enthusiasm  in  the  generation  of  acety- 
leme  gas  and  the  use  and  perfection  of  acety- 
lene light  as  ithere  is  in  the  study  of  photog- 
raphy. One  man,  in  Italy,  claims  to  have 
found  a  way  to  make  the  gas  non-explosive. 
It  is  noit  by  any  means  the  most  explosive  of 
gases,  but  the  invention  is  a  good  one.  In 
Germany  the  gas  is  used  by  the  Government 
for  use  in  railway  trains  and  stations.  Per- 
haps that  fact  led  an  ofScer  of  the  German 
army  to  study  it.  At  any  rate,  he  has  devised 
a  small  acetylene  lamp  to  be  carried  in  a 
soldier's  knapsack,  and  ito  be  used  on  the 
baittlefield  to  assist  in  the  search  fox  the 
wO'Unded.     And  so  on. 

To  show  how  much  the  scientific  spirit 
enters  into  this  matter  of  acetylene  develop- 
ment, wc  will  note  the  motives  declared  at  the 
recent  international  meeting,  at  Chicago,  of 
persons  interested  in  this  illuminant.  The 
scope  of  the  association  was  enlarged  so  that 
its  membership  can  include  manufacturers  of 
acetylene  supplies,  individual  scientists,  in- 
ventors, agents,  salesmen  and  others.  Local 
acetylene  societies  will  be  encouraged. 


If  there  were  not  something  unusually  in- 
teresting in  the  new  light,  no  such  movement 
wotild  exist.  There  is  UiOthing  like  it  in  the 
history  of  coal-gas  hght. 

A  comparison  of  coal  gas  and  acetylene 
gas  is  like  comparing  brick-making  and  fine 
clay  modeling.  The  one  is  a  crude,  life-killing 
light.  The  other  is,  up  to  date,  the  ultima 
thule  of  illuminants.  It  will  help  the  astrono- 
mer's spectrum  analysis.  By  that  aiialysis  the 
in'habitants  of  this  world  have  learned  of  what 
materials  other  worlds  are  composed.  Pho- 
tographers will  find  the  new  light  a  great  help. 
Eventually,  all  merchants  whose  goods  are 
partly  sold  by  color  will  probably  use  it,  be- 
cause it  causes  all  thimgs  which  can  be  seen 
with  the  eye  to  show  their  true  colors.  Very 
valuable  to  physicians  and  surgeons,  for  the 
same   reason. 

People  say  that  electriciity  is  the  coming 
light  and  power.  As  to  power,  the  saying  is 
probably  true.  As  to  light — maybe  so,  but 
not  logically  so.  People  gave  up  candles  for 
oil  Lamps  because  the  oil  emitted  more  light, 
but  also  because  it  emitted  a  steadier  light  and 
one  of  better  color,  one  better  adapted  to  the 
needs  of  the  human  eye.  Coal  gas  came  and 
is  used  in  the  cities  because  it  is,  taken  alto- 
gether, more  convenient  than  oil.  Most  peo- 
ple still  use  oil,  because  most  people  live  in 
the  cotmtry,  but  many  physicians  in  cities  use 
and  prescribe  oil  light,  because  they  know 
how  important  healthy  eyes  are  to  the  human 
organism.  Electricity,  if  it  were  cheap,  would 
probably  displace  coal  gas  for  even  hotne- 
lighting  purposes. 

But  electricity  isn't  cheap.  The  writer's 
personal  experience  is  that  it  is  several  times 
more  costly  than  coal  gas.  Acetylene  gas  can 
be  manufactured  on  the  premises  at  a  cost  of 
about  50  cents  per  thousand  cubic  feet,  or 
about  half  the  usual  price  of  coal  gas,  while, 
as  already  stated,  acetylene  gas  is  so  far  supe- 
rior to  the  other  in  every  respect,  including 
safety,  that  there  is  really  no-  fit  comparison. 
In  comparing  its  chance  of  general  adoption 
with  that  of  electric  light,  bear  in  mind  that 
it  is  better  adapted  to  human  needs  in  every 
way,  physical  or  economical — morally,  too, 
probably.  Morals  are  largely  good  or  bad,  ac- 
cording to  physical  and  economic  conditions. 
A  rested  eye  means  a  restful  mind.  Acetylene 
presents  things  to  the  eye  with  all  the  bril- 
liance of  electricity,  in  absolutely  correct  col- 
orings, and  with  even  more  steadiness  and 
softness   than    oil    light. 

Dealers  who  push  acetylene  lamps  for  bicy- 
cle use  may  be  laying  corner  stones  for  their 
own    profit    in    a    larger    sense.        Some    day 


acetylene  table  lamps  will  be  common.  Ap- 
paratus for  generating  gas  on  premises,  to 
light  up  whole  homes,  stores,  churches,  fac- 
tories, etc.,  can  be  put  in  at  extremely  low 
cost.  Somebody  must  sell  these  things.  A 
number  of  somebodies  are  already  making 
them,    and   can   supply   them  to    enterprisimg 


dealers. 


THE  LANCASTER  LAMP. 
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A  moderate-sized,  cozy,  handsome  lamp. 
Invented  by  Lancaster,  an  acetylene  expert, 
and  manufactured  and  sold  by  the  Matthews 
&  Willard  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Waterbury,  Conn., 
and  40  Murray  street,  New  York  City. 


The  inner  workings  of  this  lamp  are,  in 
detail,  very  different  from  those  ol  other 
lamps,  although  the  general  principle  is  fol- 
lowed that  there  should  be  clean,  cool,  econ- 
omical contact  of  the  waiter  with  the  carbide. 

In  the  lower  body  of  the  lamp  is  placed  the 
carbide  holder,  which,  in  turn,  contains  the 
carbide  basket,  consisting  of  a  circular  cor- 
rugated band  and  divided  into  two  parts  by 
a  flat,  hollow,  fan^like  water  spreader. 

The  water  drips  into  the  neck  at  the  top,  and 
is  spread  along  the  bottom  of  the  carbide 
through  the  spreader,  the  bottom  of  which  is 
open.  The  object  of  the  basket  is  the  easy 
removal  of  residue  and  the  easy  escape  of 
gas  meanitime.  The  gas  is  filtered  through 
aluminum  cloth  in  the  top  cap,  passes  down 
between  the  holder  and  the  outer  lamp  body 
and  out  through  a  pipe  under  the  burner. 

The  water  trap  used  in  this  lamp  is  claimed 
to  control  the  flow  nicely  under  all  condi- 
tions. 

The  aperture  at  the  top,  through  which  the 
water  reservoir  is  filled,  is  larger  but  less 
conspicuous  than  that  of  other  lamps. 

The  regulating  valve  is  easily  reached. 

The  side  and  back  reflectors  are  made  of 
one  stamping,  which  is  easily  removed  for 
cleaning. 

This  lamp  is  claimed  to  throw  a  very  broad 
rav  of  light,  as  well  as  a  long  one. 
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IN    THE    ELDER    DAY. 


How    the    Grandfathers     of    the     Present     Bicycle    Were     Born    in    and     Boomed 

from    a    Little    New    England    City. 


N'Cw  Bedford,  Mass.,  Aug.  30. — Writing  to 
a  local  paper,  Warren  E.  Chase  tells  an  in- 
terestinig  story  of  'how  certain  citizens  of  this 
quiet  little  place  prospered  in  the  days  before 
the  bicycle  had  coime  to  make  men  despise 
the  lowly  boneshaker.  Regarding  these  liail- 
cyon  days,  Mr.  'Chase  thus  holds  forth: 

"It  was  in  the  fall  of  1867  that  Giles  G. 
Barker,  salesman  for  George  L.  BrownieU's 
carriage  manufactory  in  this  city,  found  in 
New  York  city  a  velocipede,  which  had  but 
recently  been  imported  from  England.  He 
purchased  it  and  brought  it  liome  with  him. 
In  an  upper  room  in  the  factory  he  learned 
to  ride  it.  Others  were  later  invited  in  to  see 
the  novelty.  Mr.  B'arker  soon  developed  into 
an  expert  rider  and  the  interest  to  see  the 
working  of  the  machine  knew  no'  bounds.  A 
demand  for  them  soon  sprang  up  and  the 
faotoi-y  was  flooded  with  orders. 

Brownell  Begins  Manufacture. 

"The  work  of  making  them  was  begun  as 
soon  as  Mr.  Brownell  was  satisfied  that  it 
would  be  no  infringement  of  patent  rig'hts. 
It  was  found  that  for  many  years  they  had 
been  manufactured  in  a  limited  way  by  the 
English  people,  wlio  considered  thein  more  in 
the  way  of  a  novel  toy  than  anything  of  par- 
ticular usefulness. 

"The  English  wheel  was  obtained  by  Mr. 
Barker  for  $125,  and  at  this  price  Mr.  Brow- 
niell  commenced  to  introduce  them,  but  with 
the  combined  force  of  his  large  factory  he  was 
unable  to  supply  the  denTand. 

"Other  factories  started  in  the  business  later, 
but  the  Brownell  make  was  always  the  most 
soug'ht  after.  The  fame  of  his  factory  was 
widely  spread,  and  to  this  day  he  is  receiving 
circulars  in  large  numtei's  from  all  over  the 
country,  sent  by  people  who  have  bicycle  find- 
ings, under  the  impression  that  he  is  still  in 
the   business. 

"After  the  first  flurry  the  price  of  the  ma- 
chines was  reduced  to  |G0,  which  yielded  a 
handsome  profit  to  the  maker. 

Wood  and  Iron. 

"The  frame  of  the  velocipede  wias  of  iron, 
but  the  wheels  were  entirely  of  wood  with  the 
exception  of  the  tire,  which  was  of  band  iron 
held  in  place  by  being  screwed  to  the  rim. 
These  wheels  were  after  the  style  of  the  com- 
mon road  wagon,  though,  of  course,  much 
smaller,  being  about  the  size  of  the  present 
bicycle  wheel. 

"There  was  neither  sprocket  wheel  nor  gear 
of  any  kind,  but  the  pedals  were  attached  di- 
rectly to  a  solid  crank-shaft  in  the  hub  of  the 
forward  wheel,  similar  to  the  crank  of  a  primi- 
tive grindstone,  and  to  make  one  revolution 
of  the  wheel  it  required  two  'kicks' — one 
with  each  foot.  The  same  movements  will 
give  a  modern  wheel  two  and  one-half  revo- 
lutions. 

"There  was  about  as  much  satisfaction  in 
riding   these    machines    on    the    street    pave- 


ments, or  on  a  dirt  road,  as  there  would  be 
in  jolting  along  on  an  ox  team,  and  to  rise 
a  hill  while  riding  one  of  them  was  next  to 
an  impossibilit}'.  It  was  the  novelty  of  the 
thing  that  took.  They  afforded  fairly  good 
riding  upon  sidewalks,  and  very  little  objec- 
tioni  to  this  method  was  made  at  first,  but 
when  they  became  more  numerous  the  munici- 
pal ordinances  against  vehicles  upon  the  walks 
had  to  be  enforced. 

"Riding  schools  struck  the  popular  fancy. 
The  plan  was  to  open  these  schools  after  a 
sufficient  number  of  imaChines  had  been  ob- 
tained. The  word  'school'  was  used  in  ad- 
vertising to  avoid  the  payment  of  a  license  for 
exhibitions.  The  exhibitions  were  considered 
incidental  to  the  school.  Halls  suitable  for 
spectators-' were  secured  when  possible,  be- 
cause the  admission  fees  -were  a  large  source 
of  income,  as  everybody  was  anxious  to  see 
the  sport. 

"The  admission  fees  varied  from  10  to  15 
cents,  but  the  charge  for  riding  was  invariably 
GO  cents  an  hour,  or  1  cent  a  'minute.  The 
time  of  use  by  one  person  was  seldom  less 
than  one  hour  at  a  time.  Scho'ols  of  this  kind 
were  opened  in  many  cities  and  towns.  New 
Bedford  people  being  the  first  to  have  the 
subject  brought  to  their  attention  were  natur- 
ally the  first  in  the  field  as  instructors. 

Every  Hall  Filled. 

"The  hall  in  the  upper  story  of  the  Cum- 
mings  building,  corner  of  Purchase  and  Wil- 
liam streets,  was  one  of  the  most  desirable  in 
the  city,  both  for  general  riding  and  for  ex- 
hibitions. It  extended  the  whole  length  and 
width  of  the  building.  It  had  not  been  fin- 
ished and  had  bare  trick  walls.  This  was 
the  'great  centre  for  the  sport  and  was  nightly 
thronged.  Other  halls  of  smaller  dimensions 
or  less  pretensions  did  smaller  business. 

"Roland  Macy,  at  the  time  an  employe  at 
the  Brownell  factory,  in  company  with  George 
P.  Brock,  went  to  Providence  with  eight  ma- 
chines, locating  in  Railroad  hall.  The  rush 
of  patronage  was  large.  They  were  obliged 
to  drive  their  patrons  from  the  hall  after  mid- 
nig'ht,  in  order  to  get  sufficient  sleep  to  be 
able  to  continue  the  business,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing when  they  went  to  open  the  place  they 
invariably  found  a  crowd  lait  the  door  waiting 
to  get  in. 

"  "'In  fact,'  said  Mr.  Macy,  to  the  writer, 
'they  didn't  give  us  time  to  oil  up  the  ma- 
chines.' Although  their  large  canvas  sign 
announced  a  'Velocipede  Riding  School,'  they 
gave  exhibitions  in  fancy  riding,  and  their 
daily  receipts  at  times  exceeded  $100.  Their 
school  ran  itself  so  far  as  tuition  was  con- 
cerned. The  proprietors  and  their  assistants 
had  their  hands  full  attending  to  general  de- 
tails. At  the  end  of  three  weeks  they  had  an 
opportunity  to  sell  out  to  good  advantage, 
which  they  accepted,  and  gladly  returned  home 
to    recuperate. 

"William  D.  Richards  and  Daniel  A.  Butler 
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went  to  Lynn,  where  they  opened  in  the 
Guards  Armory,  over  the  railroad  depot,  and 
advertised  to  give  exhibitions  in  riding.  They 
came  to  grief  at  the  start,  being  arrested  for 
giving  exhibitions  without  a  license  from  the 
municipal  authorities.  They  fixed  the  matter 
up  by  taking  loiit  a  license  at  $6  per  week.  A 
large  patronage  paid  them  well  for  their  ven- 
ture, the  sport  taking  im'miensely  with  the 
shoemakers.  The  receipts  fo'r  the  admissions 
alone  frequently  exceeded  $80  per  day.  They 
also  had  the  'agency  for  the  Brownell  machine, 
for  which  there  was  a  large  demand  by  people 
who  were  anxious  to  start  business  in  other 
places,  but  the  supply  was  limited.  At  the 
end  of  three  weeks  and  four  days  they  accepted 
a  liberal  offer  for  the  outfit  as  it  stood,  and 
shaking  the  dust  of  Lynn  from  their  feet  re- 
turned homie  nearly  $2,000  richer  than  when 
they  started  out. 

Hundred  Dollars  a   Day. 

"Charles  F.  Briggs  went  to  Roxbury  with 
eight  machines.  He  opened  a  riding  school 
in'  Dudley  hall,  which  is  about  the  size  of 
Pierian  hall  in  this  city,  and  remained  there 
two  months,  with  a  grand  rush  of  business 
the  entire  season,  frequently  taking  upwards 
of  $100  in  a  single  day.  Masquerades  were 
quite  a  prominent  feature  in  his  exhibitions. 
Among  the  trick  riders  which  he  employed 
was  Charles  G.  Allen,  of  this  city,  who  was 
much  in  demand  in  that  capacity.  Mr.  Briggs 
paid  a  hall  rent  of  §125  per  month.  Mr.  Allen 
is  at  the  present  time  a  conductor  on  the 
electrics  in  this  city. 

"The  demand  for  riding  was  so  great  in 
this  city  and  some  other  of  the  larger  places 
that  it  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  a  person 
to  hire  a  niachine  for  an  entire  day  and  sub- 
let it  at  an  advance,  and  there  were  instances 
where  they  were  engaged  for  days  ahead. 
People  in  waiting  were  obliged  to  have  their 
names  booked  and  take  their  turn. 
Fancy  Riders  Appear. 

"New  Bedford  sent  -out  a  number  of  fancy 
riders  and,  while  it  is  distinguished  as  being 
the  first  to  introduce  the  velocipede  in  this 
country,  it  also  broiight  out  the  first  female 
rider.  The  wife  of  Captain  Sidney  F.  Pierce 
made  her  debut  in  this  city  as  a  fancy  and 
trick  rider,  and  afterwards  visited  different 
places  throughout  the  country  and  gave  ex- 
hibitions. Her  services  were  much  sought 
after,  as  she  drew  large  audiences.  She  trav- 
eled under  the  name  of  Ella  Franklin,  as- 
simiing  her  husband's  middle  name. 

"Samuel  A.  M'orse,  inventor  of  the  Morse 
twist  drill,  who  was  at  that  time  superinten- 
dent of  the  works  on  Bedford  and  Fourth 
streets,  built  a  velocipede  for  his  own  use 
which  was  probably  the  finest  one  ever  built 
up  to  that  time. 

"One  great  obstacle  to  continuing  these 
exhibitions  was  the  annoyance  caused  to 
parties  doing  business  on  the  floor  below 
them.       The    rumbling    sound     these     wheels 
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made  was  as  bad  as  if  the  same  number  of 
trolley  cars  were  in  the  race.  Over  a  dry 
goods  store  it  was  intolerable,  and  marny  a 
person  who  thought  he  had  become  well 
settled  for  business  was  ordered  out  with 
short  notice.  It  iwas  no  trouble  to  make  it 
indictable  as  a  muisance.  In  Providence 
Messrs.  Macy  and  Brock  were  over  a  restau- 
rant, the  employes  of  which  were  mostly  fe- 
males. Some  of  these  iwere  stricken  with 
nervous  prostration,  but  the  proprietor  sup- 
•plied  their  places  and  allowed  the  school  to 
continue  because  the  large  crowd  it  attracted 
caused  a  big  increase  in  his  patronage. 

"With  pneumatic  tires  all  this  trouble  would 
have  been  avoided.  Mr.  Macy  saw  that  some- 
thing of  this  kind  was  necessary,  and  going 
to  a  rubber  works  in  Providence,  made  a 
proposition  that  the  rims  of  his  rwiheels  be 
wound  iwith  rubber,  but  was  not  successful  in 
having  the  work  done. 

"Alexander  H.  Chase  took  a  number  of  the 
machines  to  Connecticut  towns  to  give  ex- 
hibitions. He  found  the  noisy  feature  a  great 
set-.back  from  the  fact  that  (Where  they  were 
known  it  was  almost  impossible  to  obtain  a 
suitable  hall.  He  tried  to  overcome  this  (Ob- 
jection by  screwing  a  quarter-inch  rubber 
band  to  the  outside  of  the  tire.  'This  worked 
well  while  moving  on  a  straight  line,  but  upon 
turning  curves  in  rounding  .the  hall  the  parts 
between  the  scretws  would  slip  ofif  and  be- 
come annoying  to  the  rider;  for  this  reason 
they  were  not  a  success.  Some  of  the  old 
velocipedes  are  now  in  existence  and  occas- 
ionally one  is  seen  upon  the  street.  Mr. 
Brownell  has  in  his  possession  the  old  English 
macliine  which  he  copied  at  the  start." 


Pierce  Will  Stand  Alone. 

Certain  members  of  the  bicycle  trade  were 
in  Buffalo  on  Monday,  intent  on  organizing 
a  bicycle  trust  among /what  one  man  facetious- 
ly calls  "the  outlaws,"  that  is,  firms  outside  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.  Owing  to  this  fact,  the 
George  N.  Pierce  Co.,  whose  name  is  a  very 
strong  one,  and  who  ihave  been  named  as 
being  possible  factors  in  this  movement,  asks 
The  Wheel  to  notify  the  trade  that  they  will 
positively  not  be  in  any  trust  or  amalgamation 
during  the  coming  year.  They  have  their 
policy  fully  outlined,  have  their  models  under 
way  and  their  business  in  such  shape  that  they 
will  permit  nothing  to  disturb  it.  They  be- 
lieve they  can  get  a  good  share  of  business, 
and,  in  order  to  thoroughly  convince  their 
agents  of  their  position,  they  want  it  made 
known  that  they  will  'not  icnter  any  amalga- 
mation  during  the  coming  season. 


And  the  Light  Went  Out. 

The  Davis  transcontinental  automobile  tour 
seems  to  have  wound  up  its  varied  career  at 
Toledo.  A  special  from  the  Maumee  city  says 
that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  have  been  there  for 
the  past  ten  days  and  are  without  funds.  A 
local  ne,wspaper  man  took  pity  on  them  and 
has  been  caring  for  them.  Mrs.  Davis  was  to 
have  written  stories  of  the  trip  for  Eastern 
papers,  but  the  series  suddenly  stopped.  The 
■most  exciting  incident  of  their  trip  was  the 
breakdown  near  Toledo  and  the  subsequent 
attachment  af  the  vehicle.  It  is  believed  that 
the  transcontinental  trip  will  be  given  up. 


Chicago  preparatory  to  making  his  record- 
breaking  trip  to  New  York,  was  explained  by 
the  fact  that  a  cablegram  from  France  had 
brought  up  new  negotiations  for  a  race  with 
French  enthusiasts  and  it  was  thought  advis- 
able to  save  the  wear  and  tear  on  the  machine. 
Later  correspondence  with  the  Frenchmen 
has  broken  ofif  these  negotiations  on  the  old 
grounds;  the  Frenchmen  insist  that  the  Win- 
ton  Company  shall  pay  all  expenses  of  the 
trip,  win  or  lose.  Mr.  Winton  will  probably 
make  a  fresh  start  for  Chicago  within  the  next 
two  or  three  weeks,  the  alterations  to  the  fac- 
tory demanding  his  attention  for  the  present. 


Sperry  Carriage  New  Quarters. 

The  Seooind  avenue  factory  of  the  Cleve- 
land Machine  Screw  Co.,  already  an  immense 
establishmient,  is  to  be  enlarged  by  the  erec- 
tion of  a  four-story  brick  wing,  which  will 
greatly  increase  the  floor  space.  The  new 
building  will  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
the  Sperry  electric  motor  carriage,  with  which 
the  company  have  been  experimenting'for  some 
time.  The  company's  original  business,  the 
manufacture  of  screw  machines,  will  be  great- 
ly increased.  Although  the  Sperry  carriage 
is  a  pronounced  success  the  company  are  at 
present  devoting  their  time  to  exhaustive  tests 
and  experiments;  hence  it  will  be  some  time 
before  they  are  prepared  to  fill  orders  for  car- 
riages. 


Electric  Vehicle  Company  Expansion. 

Chicago,  III,  Aug.  30.— The  Illinois  Elec- 
tric Vehicle  Transportation  Co.,  with  a  capi- 
tal of  $25,000,000,  will  have  a  score  or  more 
of  automobiles  in  active  operation  in  the 
streets  of  Chicago  within  ten  days.  The  only 
obstacle  now  is  the  selection  of  sites  for 
charging  stations.  Several  motor  cars  are 
here,  and  can  be  prepared  for  business  in  a 
short  time.  These  electric  vehicles  will  enter 
into  active  competition  with  public  carriages 
and  cabs,  and  the  tariff  will  be  considerably 
cheaper  than-  that  now  in  vogue.  The  Illinois 
company  is  an  annex  of  the  parent  company 
in  New  York,  which  is  capitalized  for  .$200,- 
000,000. 


Going  to  Branch  Out. 

The  Fischer  Equipment  Co.,  of  Chicago, 
has  been  reorganized  under  the  name  of  the 
Woods  Motor  Vehicle  Co.  C.  E.  Woods, 
formerly  general  manager,  becomes  president 
of  the  company  as  reorganized.  The  capital 
stock  has  been  increased  from  .$250,000  to 
■$10,000,000.  The  company  intends  to  branch 
out  in  its  business  of  manufacturing  and  sell- 
ing automobiles  and  machines  of  similar  cha'^- 
acter.  A  large  plant  will  be  built  on  Wabash 
avenue,  near  the  centre  of  the  city,  and  head- 
quarters will  be  established  in  New  York.  The 
company  has  received  a  contract  from  the 
Government  at  Washington  to  construct  three 
automobiles  for  military  use. 

first  of  the  Twentieth  Century  Ones. 

Among  the  bicycles  exhibited  at  the  National 
League  Meet  was  a  Frontenac  1900.  They 
claim  it  was  the  only  20th  century  model  on 
view. 


Motor  Race  Again  Fell  Through. 

The   fact  that  Alexander  Winton   was   sud- 
denly  recalled   home   after  he   had   started   to 


Barnes  and  Electrics. 

The  manufacture  of  automobiles  in  Syracuse 
is  a  matter  that  is  being  given  considerable 
attention.  There  are  several  concerns  ser- 
iously considering  the  project  and  the  last  one 
to    give    the    matter    some     attention    is    the 


Barnes  Cycle  Co.  At  this  company's  factory 
an  electric  automobile  has  been  manufactured, 
and  providing  the  'machines  give  good  satis- 
faction the  company  proposes  to  continue  the 
making  of  automobiles  in  connection  with  the 
bicycle  works. 

Closed  the  Pedal  Company. 

The  Rochester  Pedal  Go.  are  in  the  hands  of 
the  sheriff.  Two  judgments  were  entered  in  the 
county  clerk's  ofTice  Tuesday  morning  from 
the  Municipal  Court.  Executions  were  placed 
in  the  hands  of  Deputy  Sheriffs  Salyerds  and 
Vick,  who  closed  up  the  firm's  place  of  busi- 
ness. The  judgments  amount  to  $1,488.60. 
The  Bank  of  Monroe  holds  one  for  $523.15; 
Sylvia  A.  Warren  the  other,  for  $965.45.  The 
Rochester  Pedal  Co.  have  been  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  bicycle  pedals  and  sundries 
for  two  or  three  years. 


Chainless  Bicycles  for  Military  Use. 

The  entire  Signal  Corps  of  the  Connecticut 
National  Guard,  consisting  of  41  men,  have 
been  equipped  with  Columbia  chainless  bi- 
cycles. The  first  section  have  their  wheels 
geared  to  82,  Lieutenant  Snell  preferring  that 
gear  for  his  men.  The  wheels  for  the  bal- 
ance of  the  men  are  geared  to  72.  The  Signal 
Corps  was  formerly  equipped  with  chain  bi- 
cycles, but  experience  has  shown  the  chainless 
to  be  much  better  adapted  for  military  pur- 
poses. 


New  Gasoline  in  Michigan. 

The  Standard  Novelty  Co.  intends  to  manu- 
facture automobiles  in  Port  Huron,  Mich.,  as 
soon  as  the  proper  machinery  arrives.  The 
Standard  vehicle  weighs  900  pounds  and  has 
three  speeds  and  a  "back  up."  It  can  be  reg- 
ulated to  run  five,  ten  and  twenty  miles  an 
hour.  The  patents  claimed  by  the  company 
are  the  four-cyhnder  -gasohne  engine;  a  pat- 
ent noiseless  muffler  exhaust  and  a  safety 
gasoline  storage  tank  with  water  jackets. 

Locomobile  New  Owners. 

The  papers  transferring  the  J.  C.  Spiers  & 
Co.  drop  forging  plant,  of  Worcester,  to  the 
Locomobile  Company  of  America  have  been 
signed  and  the  sale  recorded.  There  was 
considerable  delay  in  the  signing  of  these  pa- 
pers on  account  of  the  sickness  of  one  of  the 
officials  of  the  Locomobile  Co.  Mr.  Spiers 
has  been  acting  for  several  weeks  as  man- 
ager of  the  Westboro  plant  of  the  Locomobile 
Company. 


Jones  Defies  Hoodoo. 

Mayor  Jones,  of  Toledo,  has  outlined  plans 
for  an  original  stumping  tour  during  the  Ohio 
campaign  this  fall.  He  will  stump  the  Buck- 
eye State  in  the  automobile  with  which  John 
D.  Davis  and  Mrs.  Davis  left  New  York  for 
San  Francisco  two  months  ago.  The  Davis'cs 
were  stranded  in  Toledo,  but  Mayor  Jones 
paid  their  bills  and  they  propose  taking  him 
through  the  State  on  his  stumping  tour. 


Air  Power  Not  a  Success. 

"Air  power  has  not  been  a  success  on  the 
metropoHtan  system  from  an  economical  stand- 
point," said  John  D.  Crimmins  last  week. 
"The  company  has  expended  considerable 
money  in  experimenting  on  compressed  air 
as  a  motive  power  without  the  success  ex- 
pected. Recent  developments  in  electric  stor- 
age batteries  show  that  they  are  much  supe- 
rior to  compressed  air  motors." 
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BUILDING  CYCLE  PATHS. 


What  Has  Been  Done  in  New  York  State  to  Make 
Smooth  the  Cycler's  Way, 
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UNDER  the  new  law  which  went  into  ef- 
fect on  June  1,  hundreds  of  miles  of 
cinder  paths  fox  cyclists  have  been  and  are  be- 
ing buiilt  in  all  the  interior  counties  of  New 
York  State.  Boards  of  Sidepath  Commis- 
sioners were  appointed  in  most  o'f  the  counties 
early  in  the  season,  to  enable  them  to  build 
the  paths  for  this  season's  wheeling.  The 
building  of  the  paths  is  done  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  five  comimissioners  in  each  county 
who  are  appointed  by  a  county  judge.  Money 
is  raised  by  the  sale  of  wheel  plates — these 
licenses  being  good  in  all  parts  of  the  State — 
which  every  rider  on  the  paths  must  have,  and 
by  fine's  collected  from  persons  who  violated 
the  Sidepath  law.  The  license  plates  cost 
from  50  cents  to  $1  each,  and  the  sale  of  them 
has  been  enormous. 

Starting  from  the  large  towns  in  each  coun- 
ty the  paths  are  branching  out  in  all  direc- 
tio-ns  to  the  limit  of  the  county  boundaries. 
The  Onondaga  commissioners  are  construct- 
ing paths  to  all  the  nearby  villages,  and  lare 
pushing  south  to  the  line  of  Cortland  county. 
Paths  from  Syracuse  are  also  to  be  built  west 
to  Auburn,  east  tO'  Utica,  and  north  to  Os- 
wego. 

Cortland  was  the  first  county  in  the  State  to 
act  under  the  Sidepath  law.  Her  coimmission- 
ers,  the  first  appointed  in  the  State,  have  al- 
ready built  21  miles  of  path  from  Cortland 
village  toward  Syracuse  to  Little  York. 
Thence  to  the  line  of  Cortland  and  Onondaga 
counties  the  path  will  cost  about  $1,000,  a 
large  share  of  which  will  be  paid  by  farmers 
along  the  route  who  favor  the  paths,  as  they 
make  fine  walks  along  the  highway  in  front  of 
their  property.  In  CoTtland  county  the  price 
of  wheel  plates  is  50  cents  each.  More  than 
1,600  have  been  sold,  and  the  number  will 
reach  3,000  before  the  season  is  over.  Several 
arrests  have  been  made  for  riding  on  the  paths 
Wiithout  the  plates  and  fines  of  from  $5  to  $10 
have  been  imposed. 

In  Oswego  county  the  commissioners  are 
constnioting  paths  on  each  side  of  the  Oswego 
River  to  the  larg:e  village  of  Fulton,  12  miles 
sotith,  which  will  make  one  of  the  finest  wheel 
rides  in  the  State.  The  paths  skirt  the  Os- 
wego River  in  its  miost  picturesque  portions. 
From  Fultoni  the  .path  will  'be  pushed  on 
through  Phoienix  to  connect  with  the  Onon- 
dajga  paths,  making  a  wheelway  of  36  miles 
froim  Oswego  to  .Syracuse.  Paths  are  .also  be- 
ing constructed  northward  to  connect  with 
those  in  Jefferson  county. 

In  Jefferson  county,  where  the  wheel  plates 
cost  $1,  much  work  is  being  idone.  A  strip  of 
cinder  path  is  being  built  to  Sackett's  Harbor, 
11  miles,  and  Adams  Centre  and  Adams  have 
been  connected  by  a  strip  three  miles  long. 
From'  Adams  a  path  is  being  constrticted  to 
Mannsville,  near  the  southern  border  of  the 
county,  and  to  Laconia  in  Oswego  county. 
Next  season  a  path  will  be  ;built  froin  Water- 
town  to  Adams,  which  will  complete  the  con- 
nection  with   Oswego,    extending   more   than 


70  miles.  The  Jefferson  county  board  also 
proposes  to  build  paths  along  the  north  side 
of  the  Black  River.  In  building  the  path  be- 
tween Watertown  and  Huntingtonville,  the 
com-missioners  found  it  necessary  to  appropri- 
ate a  private  path  built  by  a  Mr.  Gray  for  his 
own  convenience  between  remote  parts  of  his 
property.  Mr.  Gray  was  thereupon  obliged 
to  buy  a  wheel  plate  at  the  cost  of  $1  in  order 
to  ride  over  his  own  path.  This  illustrates  the 
impartiality  with  which  the  law  is  applied. 

Herkimer  county  has  $1,000  left  to  apply  to 
sidepaths,  which  are  being  constructed  froim 
Herkimer  to  Frankfort  and  thence  to  the 
county  line;  from  Newport  to  Poland  and 
Dolgeville  to  Little  Falls.  A  path  will  be  ex- 
tended from  Little  Falls  to  East  Creek.  In 
this  county  the  commissioners  act  as  path 
police. 

Seneca  county  is  up  with  the  procession  and 
is  extending  its  paths  in  all  directions  from 
Seneca  Falls.  The  license  plates  have  been 
freely  bought. 

Down  the  Chenango  Valley  are  some  of  the 
most  beautiful  natural  wheelways  in  the  State. 
The  commission  there  is  building  a  path  from 
Norwich  to  Oxford.  Badges  'have  been  sold 
in  large  numbers  in  Norwich,  Oxford,  Sher- 
burne,   Green,  New  Berlin  and  Bainbridge. 

Oneida  is  the  banner  county  for  sidepaths 
and  the  paradise  of  wheelmen.  The  total 
wheel-path  mileage  in  the  county  is  nearly  100 
miles  aind  paths  are  being  built  between  Utica 
and  Trenton  Falls,  Oneida  Castle  and  West- 
moreland, South  Bay  and  Sylvan  Beach, 
which  will  add  12  or  15  miles  to  the  total. 
In  that  county  14,000  license  tags  have  been 
purchased,  the  incoime  from  which  has  been 
$6,500. 

The  cost  of  building  a  mile  of  path  is  from 
$150  to  $250,  according  to  the  soil  and  facility 
with  which  the  work  can  be  done  and  the  cost 
of  keeping  it  in  repair  is  about  $50  a  mile  for 
the  season.  The  paths  are  generally  made 
four  feet  wide. 


Sugar  as  a  Food. 

Experiments  with  sugar  rations  for  soldiers 
were  tried  during  the  last  German  manoeu- 
vres, and  the  results  are  of  interest  to  wheel- 
men, especially  such  as  go  in  for  long  and 
arduous  rides  wherein  the  partaking  of  food 
is  made  a  minor  consideration  to  the  making 
of  'miles  or  time.  Ten  men  were  subjected  to 
the  sugar  diet,  'while  another  ten  received  ex- 
actly the  same  rations  as  the  rest  of  the  army. 
The  men  chosen  for  the  special  diet  were 
weak  corporally.  According  to  the  official  re- 
port, the  weight  of  the  sugar  men  increased 
during  the  manoeuvres  more  than  that  of  the 
men  on  the  ordinary  ration. 

"It  was  proved  that  during  long  marches  the 
feeling  of  hunger  could  be  kept  down  for  a 
longer  time  by  the  use  of  sugar,  that  the  sugar 
'people  suffered  less  from  thirst  than  the 
others,  and  that  a  few  pieces  of  sugar  sufficed 
to  still  thirst  for  a  considerable  time.     It  'was 


also  observed  that  symptoms  of  exhaustion  or 
of  sunstroke  were  quickly  overco'me  by  a 
small  ration  of  sugar."  The  authorities  now 
recommend  that  sugar  be  considered  a  regular 
article  of  soldiers'  food,  and  that,  above  all, 
soldiers  on  the  march  should  have  a  sup.ply 
of  it. 


Why  American  Makers  Excel. 

One  of  the  foremost  factories  in  the  cycle 
trade  has  a  notice  posted  in  each  room  of  its 
large  works  that  reads  about  as  follows:  '"'De- 
siring to  encourage  our  em.ployes  in  the  use 
of  their  thinking  powers,  as  well  as  their 
manual  labor,  we  will  pay  $100  semi-annually 
in  prizes  to  the  five  'men  in  our  employ,  ex- 
clusive of  foremen,  who,  during  each  six 
months,  shall  make  the  'best  suggestions  in  re- 
lation to  the  work,  patterns,  jigs,  templates  or 
tools,  prizes  to  be  $30,  $25,  $20,  $15  and  $10 
respectively.  Write  your  suggestions  and 
place  them  in  the  boxes  provided." 

It  seems  as  if  that  should  be  the  means  of 
getting  some  good  results,  for  it  is  often  the 
case  that  a  man  has  a  good  idea  that  he  does 
not  speak  of  for  fear  he  will  not  get  any  cre.dit, 
yet  at  the  same  time  it  is  not  of  enough  value 
for  him  to  try  to  protect  it  by  a  patent.  By 
this  means  he  is  encouraged  to  show  what  he 
has  been  thinking  of. 

Width  of  Bar. 

Handle-bars  on  the  first  American  bicycles, 
manufactured  in  1878,  measured  17  inches  over 
all,  and  narrow  widths  continued  in  use  imtil 
1882,  when  32-inch  bars  were  introduced. 
These  were  at  first  regarded  as  freaks,  but 
riders  grew  to  like  them,  and  sizes  gradually 
increased  until  the  extreme  'was  reached  in 
1892,  when  28  and  30  inch  bars  were  the  fash- 
ion. In  1893  shorter  bars  were  in  evidence, 
and  in  two  years  succeeding  bars  had  lost  8 
in.ches.  In  1897  the  popular  width  was  once 
more  the  original  17  inches. 


This  Badger  Quits. 

The  Badger  Bicycle  Co.,  of  Madison,  Wis., 
has  gone  into  insolvency,  and  the  store  of  the 
cO'mpany  there  and  a  branch  at  Oregon  are 
closed.  The  co.m'pany  was  closed  by  a  judg- 
ment for  $4,799  taken  out  by  L.  W.  Stanley,  a 
member  of  the  company,  who  had  advanced 
money,  it  is  said,  to  carry  the  business  along. 
The  company  did  a  retail  business  and  was 
located  on  King  street.  A  factory  where  the 
Badger  wheel  'was  built  was  also  maintained 
by  the  compiany  at  Oregon. 


Price  and  Quality  Right. 

The  New  York  Sporting  Goods  Co.,  of  61 
Nassau  street.  New  York,  are  about  to  issue 
a  catalogue  of  sporting  goods  covering  every- 
thing from  athletic  wear  to  Indian  clubs.  The 
firm  states  that  all  goods  manufactured  and 
sold  by  them  are  of  standard  quality  and  will 
sell  at  a  price  that  insures  a  good  profit.  The 
new  catalogue  will  be  ready  in  aibout  ten  days 
and  dealers  interested  should  send  in  their 
cards  to  the  firm. 


From  an  Engine  to  a  Fortune. 

Wilmington,  Del,  Aug.  29. — The  Parsons 
Engine  Co.,  of  this  city,  has  sold  the  Parsons 
motor  'to  a  syndicate  of  New  Yo'rk  and  Phila- 
delphia automobile  manufacturers.  Thie  price 
paid  was  $200,000.  Mr.  Parsons  was  a  loco- 
motive engineer  three  years  ago. 
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MAN  VERSIS  MACHINE. 


Where  the  Two  Producers  Excel  One  Another  and 
Where  Each  of  Them   Fails. 


i 


EDITOR  of  The  Wheel:  Perhaps  it  may 
be  I  am  old- fashioned,  too  old-fashioned 
maybe  to  be  in  the  bicycle  business,  but  at 
any  rate,  I  am  often  inclined  to  doubt  the 
claimed  perfection  of  machine  over  hand  labor, 
and  that,  too,  after  being  a  constant  user  of 
the  fonmer. 

In  the  working  of  metals — the  fashioning 
of  them  to  useful  purposes,  as  in  the  making- 
of  bicycles — 'the  great  advantages  of  modern 
machinery  as  modernly  employed  have  worked 
wonderfully  to  the  advantage  of  humanity. 
We,  as  a  whole,  find  ourselves  in  possession 
of  a  thousand  things  to-day  that  'have  become 
almost  necessities  that  we  shotuld  not  have  but 
for  the  fact  that  machinery  has  put  them  in 
our  hands,  for  all  of  which  it  should  receive 
due  credit.  But  we  have  become  so  accus- 
tomed to  singing  its  praises  that  we  endow  it 
with  an  assumed  superiority  that  it  does  not 
possess. 

It  is  asisunied,  which  is  literally  true,  that  an 
almost  infinitely  greater  amount  of  work — 
useful  work — can  be  done  by  the  use  of  the 
machinery  of  to-day  than  by  the  machinery 
of  50  years  ago,  and  that  it  is  also  assumed 
that  by  no  process  of  hand  work  can  the  work 
of  the  machine  be  ec|ualed,  which  is  all  wrong. 
Those  who  look  casually  at  the  matter,  and 
from  many  of  whom  we  should  expect  a 
better  analysis,  even  go  so  far  as  to  predict 
that  there  is  but  little  further  use  for  skilled 
mechanics. 

A  laudation  of  machinery  that  goes  so  far 
as  this  is  calculated  to-  do  barm.  In  point  of 
fact,  the  machine  is  very  far  from  being  supe- 
rior to  the  machinist,  and  the  best  work  it 
can  do  can  be  improved  by  intelligent  band 
work.  Instead  of  improved  ■machiniery  requir- 
ing less  skill  on  the  part  of  the  skilled  me- 
chanic, greater  skill  is  required  of  him. 

In  regard  to  the  employment  of  hand  woxk 
to  improve  machine  work,  one  of  the  roost 
common  examples  is  the  ordinary  surface 
plate  used  by  machinists.  A  surface  plate  is 
simply  la  fiat  surface,  which  would  seem  to  be 
about  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  to  be  pro- 
duced by  machinery.  Now  the  machine  is  not 
in  existence  by  the  use  of  which  a  surface 
plate  of  any  value  whatsoever  can  be  pro- 
duced. Such  a  plate  as  it  comes  from  the 
machine  is  literally  good  for  nothing  until  it 
has  received  the  hand  work  of  the  machinist. 
For  him  to  do  what  the  machine  cannot  do  is 
a  very  simple  matter.  It  would  hardly  re- 
quire the  services  of  a  very  highly  skilled  me- 
chanic. The  finest  of  mathematical  and  other 
instrumenits  require  the  work  of  the  hand  to 
complete  what  the  machine  has  roughed  out. 

It  is  a  mischievous  mistake  to  assume  that 
the  advent  of  machinery  of  the  .most  delicate 
character  calls  for  less  skill  on  the  part  of  the 
skilled  mechanic.  The  reverse  of  this  is  ex- 
actly true.  It  means  simply  that  a  good  deal 
of  work  that  was  formerly  done  by  the  skilled 
mechanic  has  now  become,  by  the  aid  of 
modern  machinery,  work  for  (lie  man  without 


any  skill  worth  speaking  about.  But  the  eye 
and  the  hand  of  the  skilled  mechanic  are  as 
much  superior  to  the  machine  as  the  machine 
itself  is  to  the  rough  ore.  There  is  not  a 
single  machine  process  that  cannot  be  im- 
proved by  the  eye  and  the  hand,  and  this  will 
always  be  true. 

There  always  was  and  always  will  be  room 
enough  at  the  front  of  the  cycle  trade  for  the 
skilled  mechanic.  A.  R.  P. 


Almost  Ready  for  I900's  Announcement. 

Reading  Standard  Mfg.  Co.,  Reading,  Pa., 
through  General  Manager  Remppis,  is  get- 
ting on  some  great  activity  for  the  1900  sea- 
son. To  a  Wheel  man  Mr.  Remppis  spoke 
of  the  coming  season  as  follows:  "We  are 
busily  engaged  on  our  models,  which  we  be- 
lieve will  outshine  anything  iwe  have  ever 
made.  We  are  also  making  alterations  and 
improvements  in  our  factory,  which  will  keep 
us  busy  for  several  weeks  yet.  We  are  pre- 
paring to  increase  our  output  over  that  of  last 
season,  and  as  soou  as  the  factory  improve- 
ments are  completed,  we  will  run  full  force. 
Last  year  our  supply  of  15,000  bicycles  was  not 
ec|ual  to  the  demand,  but  this  year  we  will  be 
in  position  to  execute  every  order  promptly, 
and  we  think  our  line  will  be  so  com- 
plete and  so  handsome  as  to  excite  the 
envy  Oif  agents.  As  you  know,  our  policy  with 
agents  has  always  been  very  liberal.  Within 
a  few  weeks  we  will  be  able  to  give  full  speci- 
fications in  regard  to  our  1900  line." 


The  question  is  really  one  which  cannot  be 
answered  categorically,  and  no  hard-and-fast 
rule  is  possible  where  so  many  conflicting 
conditions  enter,  but  some  attempt  at  system 
is  better  than  no  system  at  all,  even  if  a  certain 
amount  of  judgment  (or  guessing)  must  be 
exercised  after  all.  Certain  standard  tools 
depreciate  very  slowly  by  wear  and  tear,  and 
if  a  moderate  expenditure  is  made  to  keep 
them  in  good  order,  it  is  practically  safe  to 
estimate  their  value  at  the  cost  of  their  re- 
placement. 

In  most  instances,  however,  other  points 
must  be  considered.  Among  these  a  very 
important  one  is  the  fact  that  a  tool  or  ma- 
chine may  be  obsolete  in  a  comparatively  short 
time,  and,  although  in  perfect  condition,  the 
owner  may  simply  be  unable  to  afiford  to  use 
it  in  competition  with  rivals  possessing  ma- 
chines of  later  design,  greater  capacity,  or 
more  economical  performance.  The  inven- 
tion of  an  improved  machine  for  baling  cot- 
ton, for  instance,  might  render  almost  value- 
less hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars'  worth 
of  cotton  compresses  and  their  attendant  ma- 
chinery, although  the  latter  are  now  carried 
as  valuable  assets  in  inventory  lists. 

Even  when  no  radical  advance  is  made,  the 
steady  improvement  in  capacity,  speed  and 
perfection  of  product  of  modern  tools  is  a 
factor  which  has  the  most  important  influence 
on  the  relative  value  of  older  machines.  In 
such  cases  the  question  is  not  "how  much  is 
the  old  machine  worth?"  but  "how  soon  will 
it  be  obligatory  to^  us  to  replace  it?" 


VALIINO   \   PUNT. 


How    the    Depreciation    of    Tools    and    Such 

Like   Becomes  an   Important 

Factor. 

In  estimating  the  value  of  a  cycle  manu- 
facturing plant,  either  for  inventory  pirrposes 
or  for  a  statement  of  assets,  one  of  the  most 
uncertain  elements  to  be  considered  is  the 
real  value  of  the  tools.  Large  sums  have 
been  expended  for  machine  tools,  lathes, 
planers,  drill  presses,  etc.,  while  the  motive 
power,  engines,  boilers,  shafting,  pulleys  and 
other  details  all  represent  investments  which, 
while  at  work,  are  returning  interest  upon 
their  cost,  but  which  are  also  constantly  de- 
preciating at  an  unknown  and  variable  rate. 

Investigation  of  the  practice  of  existing  fac- 
tories during  the  recent  A.  B.  C.  appraising 
showed  almost  infinite  methods  of  treating 
this  feature,  each  plant  having  its  own  method 
and  no  two  systems  being  exactly  aHke.  Some 
made  no  attempt  at  system,  merely  estimating 
the  value  each  year,  practically  only  another 
name  for  guessing.  Others  kept  an  elaborate 
record,  based  on  the  first  cost  of  each  ma- 
chine, depreciating  at  a  fixed  percentage  rate 
every  year,  quite  regardless  of  the  fact  that 
the  value  might  bear  but  small  relation  to  the 
cost  in  the  first  place,  and  none  at  all  after  a 
few  years. 


Java  Is  a  Gold  IVIine. 

It  has  already  been  pointed  out  that  China 
was  a  market  for  which,  one  day,  our  bicycle 
manufacturers  would  not  be  able  to  make  bi- 
cycles fast  enough.  Java,  with  its  twenty-five 
millions  of  inhabitants,  ofifers  another  huge 
outlet  for  the  same  machines,  and  with  the 
advantage  that  in  the  case  of  the  Javanese 
there  is  no  opposition  to  Western  notions  to 
overcome,  cycling  being  already  a  favorite 
pastime  on  the  island.  The  market,  however, 
has  its  special  features,  and  these  must  be  in- 
telligently studied  on  the  spot  if  remunerative 
business  is  to  be  done.  For  example,  ladies 
do  not  cycle,  it  being  considered  immodest  for 
females  over  fifteen  years  to  ride  a  bicycle. 
This  feeling,  no  doubt,  will  give  way  to  a  more 
rational  way  of  looking  at  things  in  the  future, 
but  at  present  it  must  be  reckoned  with.  Then 
again,  the  people  only  want  cheap  machines, 
and  these  the  Germans  are  supplying  in  great 
quantities.  In  time,  also,  the  Javanese  will 
probably  see  the  wisdom  of  buying  a  good 
machine  at  a  fair  price.  The  roads  are  per- 
fect and  the  climate  has  no  effect  upon  wheels 
as  in  China,  so  all  kinds  of  wheels  are  suit- 
able to  Java.  Over  this  wide  field,  then,  it  is 
hoped  American  cycle  manufacturers  will 
speed  with  all  haste,  and  show  the  excellent 
quality  of  their  productions.  British  makers 
have  an  eye  on  this  promising  field  and  will 
not  concede  it  to  our  manufacturers  without 
a  struggle. 

Curing  of  Sunburn. 

The  sunburn  that  is  acquired  by  the  average 
cyclist  on  a  day's  outing  is  as  painful  and 
serious  as  any  such  infliction  can  be.  A  phy- 
sician says  it  is  a  misitake  to  use  for  this,  or 
any  burn  from  the  sun's  rays,  creams  and  oils. 
Much  better  is  a  free  application  of  witch- 
ha/:cl,  which  not  only  heals  but  hardens  the 
skin,  being  thus  both  curative  and  preventive. 
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WRITE  US  A  LETTER. 


Ask  us  anything  you  want  to  know  about  Atlantic  Weldless 
Cold-Drawn  Steel  Tubing — 

Ask  us  what  we  can  guarantee,  when  we  can  make  deliv- 
eries, how  much  we  can  produce- — 

You'll  be  satisfied  with  the  answers  —  and  with  Atlantic 
Tubing. 

We  make  Atlantic  Tubing  in  all  sizes,  from  the  smallest 
bicycle  sizes  to  the  large,  heavy  pieces  for  boiler  and  other 
construction.  And  in  every  size  you'll  find  the  same  uni- 
formity, the  same  freedom  from  flaws  of  any  sort — the  same 
high  reliability. 

Atlantic  Tubing  is  drawn  from  the  solid  billet,  without  weld, 
seam  or  joint  of  any  sort.     It  is  remarkable  for  its  accurate 
gauge,  its  uniform  quality,  its  perfect  finish — 
In  a  word  it  is  tubing  that  you  can  rely  upon  implicitly. 


ATLANTIC  TUBE  COflPANY. 


General  Offices, 

723=725    LIBERTY  AVENUE, 

PITTSBURG,  PA. 


Branch  Offices, 
NEW  YORK   AND   CHICAGO. 


Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 
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SOME  WONDERriL  RIDING. 


Long    Island   the    Venue    Where    Records   for  Road 

Work  Were  Smashed  Right  and 

Left. 

It  seems  but  a  natural  sequence  that  the 
rider  of  a  Clipper  should  be  ihiniself  a  clipper 
when  he  and  record  come  .in  contact.  Some- 
lliing-  of  fhis  kind  is  certainly  true  so  far  as 
Charles  Mock  and  his  chainless  Clipper  are 
concerned. 

Ten  American  road  records  were  establish- 
ed on  tile  Merrick  turnpike,  in  Long  Island, 
on  Frida}'  and  Saturday  morning.  Five  each 
of  these  go  to  the  credit  of  Charles  Lehritter 
and  Charles  Mock,  block's  records  are  for 
200,  300  and  400  miles,  and  'for  twelve  and 
twent)'-four  hours.  Lehritter's  marks  are  for 
1,100,  1,200,  1,300  1,400  and  1,500  miles.  Lehrit- 
ter's performance  was  remarkable.  Starting  at 
sixteen  minutes  past  four  o'clock  on  the  after- 
noon of  Saturday,  August  19,  he  rode  steadily 
for  seven  days,  seven  nights  and  most  of  the 
eighth  night,  accomplishiing  the  unequaled 
feat  of  fifteen  consecutive  centuries  in  178 
hours,  34  minutes.  His  task  was  completed  at 
Valley  Stream  at  ten  minutes  of  three  o'clock 
Sunday  morning.  Lehritter  finished  in  good 
condition,  and  almost  immediately  consumed 
a  hearty  meal. 

Lehritter  started  on  his  long  ride  from 
Brooklyn,  but  his  headquarters  throughout 
were  at  Valley  Stream,  and  his  course  formed 
a  triangle  taking  in  Freeport,  Hempstead  and 
Lynbrook.  Occasionally,  to  break  the  mon- 
otony, he  made  deviations  to  Jamaica,  Amity- 
ville,  Coney  Island  and  Rockaway.  During 
the  ride  Lehritter  was  off  his  wheel  less  than 
seventeen  hours  in  all  and  had  about  fifteen 
hours  of  sleep.  He  consumed  in  liberal  quan- 
tities boiled  chicken,  raw  eggs,  ice  cream, 
chicken  broth,  beef  tea  and  green  tea.  He 
rode  a  chain  driven  wheel  geared  to  eighty- 
four.  Owing  to  rain  early  in  the  week  Leh- 
ritter failed  to  lower  the  ten  century  record. 
The  records  established  were:  Eleven  hundred 
miles,  in  131h.  39m.;  twelve  hundred  miles,  in 
143h.  24m.;  thirteen  hundred  miles,  in  155h. 
54m.;  fourteen  hundred  miles,  in  167h.  24m. 
and  fifteen  hundred  miles  in  178h.  34m. 
He  was  timed  and  checked  throughout  by  of- 
ficers of  the  Century  Road  Club. 

Charles  Mock  started  on  his  twenty-four 
hour  record  ride  at  twenty-five  minutes  past 
seven  o'clock  Saturday  morning.  The  course 
was  the  triangle  taking  in  Valley  Stream, 
Freeport,  Hempstead  and  Lynbrook.  This 
was  covered  five  times  in  each  century.  Mock 
was  ofif  his  wheel  only  thirty-five  minutes  in 
the  twenty-four  hours.  The  pace  could  not  be 
made  fast  enough  for  him,  and  frequently  he 
pleaded  faster  going.  He  made  the  first  round 
off  the  triangle  in  fifty  minutes,  and  covered 
the  first  century  in  4h.  55m.,  being  under 
every  American  record  but  his  own,  made  a 
fortnight  previously.  At  two  hundred  miles 
the  figure  smashing  began. 

His  time  at  that  distance  was  llh.  26m.  30s., 
beating  the  American  record  of  llh,  41m.  45s,, 
held  by  A,  W.  Evans.  In  twelve  hours  Mock 
covered  about  211  miles,  but  to  be  on  the  safe 
side  the  officials  of  the  ride  allowed  him  210 
miles.  The  old  record,  also  held  by  Evans, 
was  205  miles  790  feet.  Three  hundred  miles 
were  completed  in  18h.  23m.  30s.,  as  against 
the  record  held  by  flenry  Smith  of  22!i. 
ofim.  8s. 

In    twenty-four    hours    Mock    covered    386 


miles.  The  old  record,  held  by  Evans,  was 
355  1-6  miles.  He  also  beat  the  twenty-four 
hour  professional  outdoor  record,  held  by 
Frank  Waller,  by  more  than  eighteen  miles. 
At  the  end  of  twentynfour  hours  Mock  was 
in  such  good  form  that  he  continued  on  and 
established  a  record  for  400  miles  of  25h.  6m. 
30.  The  course  over  which  the  ride  was  made 
had  previously  been  measured  and  found  to 
be  an  exact  twenty  miles.  Mock  is  twenty- 
three  years  old  and  weighs  150  pounds.  It  is 
his  intention  to  ride  for  all  road  records  up  to 
seventy-five  miles. 

Michael  "  Goid-Bricl(ed." 

Jimmy  Michael  is  finding  horse  racing  and 
the  people  who  are  engaged  therein  are  a 
mighty  hard  lot.  Michael  appeared  in  the 
Cenitre  Street  Police  Court  on  Tuesday  prose- 
cuting John  M.  Murphy,  of  Torrington, 
Conn.,  whom  Michael  charged  with  defraud- 
img  him  of  $2,000.  The  midget's  complaint  in 
brief  was  that  he  paid  Murphy  the  $2,000  for 
four  horses  named  Fonsavannah,  Twinkler, 
Tom  Bigsbee  and  Miss  McLeod,  and  that 
Murphy  did  not  have  a  clear  title  to  the  horses 
wlien  he  sold  them.  Murphy  was  arrested  in 
Torrington  'on  a  warrant  issued  by  Magistrate 
Braun,  but  came  voluntarily  to  this  city.  Mag- 
istrate Zeller  paroled  him  for  examination. 


BUTLER  WINS  OUT. 


Taylor,   as   Usual,   Was   Pocketed   and   Could    Not 
Qualify  for  the  Finals. 

New  Bedford,  Mass.,  Aug.  26.— About  3,000 
persons  were  present  this  afternoon  at  the 
Buttonwood  cycle  track  to  witness  the  races 
in  the  inational  circuit  meet.  In  the  one-mile 
championship  Nat  Butler  and  Coleman  had  no 
difficulty  in  qualifying,  while  in  the  second 
trial  heat,  in  which  "Major"  Taylor  rode  and 
Wion,  was  too  slow  and  had  to  be  ridden  lover. 
This  time  Taylor  was  placed  in  a  pocket, 
Bowler  and  Munroe  beating  'him  out  for  a 
place.  In  the  final  heat  Coleman,  Llewellyn 
and  Nat  Butler  were  the  prize  winners  in  the 
order  named. 

In  the  five-mile  professional  handicap  Tay- 
lor would  not  ride,  and  although  Nat  Butler 
had  a  hard  field  to  'run  against,  h^e  won  out. 
Munroe  was  a  favorite  and  came  in  second.  In 
the  mile  amateur  open  race  the  Frenohman, 
Tallandier,  got  away,  winning  the  race,  with 
Peabody  a  close  second.  In  this  race,  in  the 
second  heat,  Swift  and  RoUiu'S  took  a  bad 
tumble,  but  both  were  able  to  continue. 

In  the  mile  match  race  between  Earl  Pea- 
body,  of  Chicago,  and  Archie  Rollins,  of 
this  city,  the  latter  rider  cut  ahead  of  Peabody 
in  the  homestretch  and  Peabody  claimed  a 
foul,  but  Referee  W.  H.  Hand,  Jr.,  would  not 
allow  it.  The  second  heat  was  a  dead  one, 
and  Rollins  won  the  final  heat  with  a  greait 
sourt. 


Itark,  from  the  Tombs! 

Evidently  unaware  that  he  is  deader  than 
Adam,  so  far  as  having  to-day  any  authority, 
standing  or  following  in  cychng,  Albert  Moitt 
uplifts  the  lid  of  his  tomb  long  enough  to 
observe  that  he  is  now  firmly  convinced  thait 
the  L.  A.  W.  can,  if  it  desires,  become  sole 
controller  of  cycling  races.  A  few  moneyed 
men  who  backed  the  N.  C.  A.,  he  says,  have 
been  losing  right  along,  while  the  L.  A.  W. 
has  not  been  spending  one  dollar  for  racing. 
The   N.    C.    A.    men,   he   says,  are   sick  of  it. 


From  statistics  he  has  gathered  he  says  the 
racing  of  the  L.  A.  W.  and  N.  C.  A.  put  to- 
gether this  season  would  not  equal  one-'cighth 
of  the  racing  done  last  year.  Very  many 
promoters  are  waiting  to  see  the  results  of  the 
contest.  During  1897-98  the  trained  teams  of 
human  pacers  gave  an  additional  interest  to 
the  sport.  During  the  present  year  the  boom 
of  a  few  suitable  tracks  came  from  the  intro- 
duction of  the  motor-cycle. 


Vailsburg  Still  a  Winner. 

Sunday  saw  the  same  crowd  of  racing  en- 
thusiasts that  have  now  become  a  matter  of 
course,  so  far  as  Vailsburg,  N.  J.,  is  con- 
cerned, nearly  6,000  onlookers  enthusing  over 
a  card  more  noticeable  for  what  it  lacked 
rather  than   what  it  possessed. 

The  chief  events  on  the  card  were  handicaps, 
and  in  the  Priscilla  handicap  prizes  were  pre- 
sented to  winners  of  trial  heats  as  well  as  to 
the  first  finishes  in  the  final. 

Floyd  McFarland  and  Orlando  Stevens  cap- 
tured a  five-mile  race  billed  as  the  "I  and  Steve 
handicap."  Stevens  trailed  his  running  mate 
throughout,  and  only  beat  out  Kraemer  for 
second  place  by  inches. 

The  tandem  pursuit  race  was  exciting  until 
the  rear  tire  of  the  Niantic  team's  machine 
flattened,  and  then  their  opponents  quickly 
caught  them. 

J.  H.  Hunter  and  A.  W.  Ross  caught  the 
limit  riders  in  two  laps  and  settled  down  to 
trail  the  King  quad.  The  four-seater,  how- 
ever, proved  faster  up  the  stretch.  This  was  a 
race  that  brought  the  spectators  to  their  feet. 


for  Breach  of  Contract. 

Breach  of  contract  is  the  ground  upon  which 
Alexander  &  Elmer,  the  energetic  Hartford 
cycle  dealers  and  promoters  of  cycle  racing, 
have  brought  suit  for  $1,000  against  the  Gen- 
tlemen's Driving  Club,  of  thait  city.  Mr. 
Elmer  said  there  was  abundant  evidence  that 
the  contract  had  not  been  lived  up  to  by  the 
club  management.  He  had  agreed  to  pay  to 
the  club  $500  for  the  season  and  in  return 
was  to  have  the  use  of  the  track  on  Albany 
avenue  two  afternoons  each  week  and  every 
evening  after  7  o'clock,  the  track  to  be  main- 
tained in  suitable  order  for  the  use  of  cyclists 
who  were  in  training  for  racing.  Forty  wheel- 
men signified  their  intention  of  paying  fo'r  the 
privilege  of  the  track  as  a  training  ground, 
to  give  $5  for  the  season.  Thirty-seven  of  the 
men  took  out  tickets,  but  only  seven  paid  the 
$5,  saying  that  it  was  impossible  to  use  the 
track,  as  it  was  in  such  poor  oondition. 


How  Big  Is  Prince's  "Pull?" 

Out  in  Kansas  City  where  Jack  Prince  is 
"elevating  racing"  under  N.  C.  A.  sanction, 
the  '■eleviating"  is  just  now  being  accom- 
pllished  by  pitting  "men"  against  women  in 
six-day  contests.  The  "men"  at  the  last  mo- 
ment refused  to  start,  fearing  suspension. 
"But,"  says  the  -local  paper,  "after  some  per- 
suasion both  went  ahead,  relying  on  Manager 
Prince's  promise  to  see  that  they  are  not 
ruled    off." 


Patee  Will   Have  Charge. 

The  wheelmen  of  Peoria  intend  to  hold  a  big 
race  meet  during  the  second  week  in  October. 
They  are  anxious  to  have  all  the  L.  A.  W. 
stars,  both  amateurs  and  professionals.  The 
meet  will  be  in  charge  of  Fred  Patee,  111 
Main  street,  Peoria,  111. 
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N.  C.  A.   CHAMPIONS. 


Made  and  Still  to  Be  Made  at  the  Berkeley  Oval 

Track  When  Weather  and  Other  Things  Are 

Right. 

Threatening  weather  and  a  small  crowd 
caused  the  management  of  Berkeley  Oval  to 
postpone  the  N.  C.  A.  amateur  champiionship 
finals,  which  were  scheduled  for  last  Saturday. 
The  events  may  be  nm  on  September  9. 

On  Friday  a  world's  record  for  amateur  oom- 
petition  was  broken  by  F.  L.  Kramer,  who 
won  the  final  heat  of  the  third-mile  cham- 
pionship race,  defeating  Collett  and  Hausman. 

In  the  one-mile  tandem  championship  event 
recoTd  was  broken  by  Hausman  and  his  new 
team  mate,  Kutz,  in  1.52  3-5.  Collett  and 
Wahrenberger  were  second,  A.  W.  Ross  and 
J.   H.   Hunter  third. 

A  50-mile  paced  race  had  27  starters.  J.  P. 
Jacobson  led  at  the  intermediate  distance,  and 
also  won  the  race  from  a  small  bunch  of  riders 
who  were  close  up.  G.  W.  Crooks  was  sec- 
ond, D.  Sullivan  third.     Time,  2.05.00  4-5. 

A  15-mile  paced  race  between  H.  F.  Bedell 
and  John  Ryan  was  won  by  Bedell  in  27.19  1-5, 
and  a  mile  match  between  Scheussler,  New 
York  policeman,  and  McDonnell,  Chicago 
cop,  was  won  by  the  New  York  man  in 
2.07  2-5.  The  New  Yorker  also  won  the 
five-mile  pursuit  race  against  O'Donnell,  in 
11.29  3-5. 

There  was  a  good  crowd  Friday  night.  The 
afternoon  crowd  was  slim. 


Big  French  Importer  Here. 

Felix   Fournier.   of  the  big  French  firm  of 
Felix  Fournier  &  Knopf,  reached  New  York 


on  La  Touraine  last  Saturday.  He  will  be  in 
this  country  Until  late  in  September,  and  will 
be  pleased  to  hear  from  manufacturers  of  bi- 
cycles and  parts  who-  are  interested  in  trade 
abroad.  The  New  York  address  of  the  firm 
is  88  and  90  Gold  and  1,  3  and  5  Ferry  streets. 
Some  time  ago  the  United  States  Consul  in 
a  prominent  French  city  outside  of  Paris  re- 
ported that  one  drawback  to  the  sale  of  Amer- 
ican bicycles  in  France  was  the  comparatively 
high  price.  The  report  was  given  publicity  in 
this  country  and  caused  considerable  discom- 
fort to  M.  Fournier,  whose  concern  repre- 
sents prominent  American  wheels  in  France. 
M.  Fournier  prepared  a  careful  statemenit, 
showing  that  the  prices  charged  in  France  on 
the  American  goods  in  which  he  is  interested, 
after  reckoning  ocean  transportation  and  cus- 
toms, were  extremely  reasonable  and  well  cal- 
culated to  successfully  compete  with  Euro- 
pean goods  on  the  basis  of  price  as  well  as  of 
quality. 


AN  ALL-KINDS   EVENT. 


Novel     Road     Race     Run    Off     by    a     Parisian 
Newspaper. 

Counting  upon  the  Frenchman  for  some 
sort  of  a  novelty  in  sport  is  a  certainty.  While 
others  may  excel  him  in  perfonrriance,  none 
is  quite  his  peer  in  thinking  up  new  combina- 
tions of  competition.  An  excellent  example 
of  this  is  found  in  the  Omnium  handicap  road 
race,  which  took  place  Sunday  on  the  highway 
from  St.  Germain  to  Trouville,  distance  106 
miles.  Anything  that  could  move  was  eligiible 
to  start  in  the  event,  and  the  result  in  time 
handicaps  was  as  follows:    Scratch,  autocars; 


15  minutes,  motor  cycles;  2  hours,  cyclists; 
ir  hours,  horses;  29  hours,  pedestrians. 

The  winner  was  a  horse  driven  to  a  light 
sulky,  who  took  12  hours,  20  minutes;  second 
was  another  trotter,  which  arrived  only  a  few 
minutes   behind  his   fellow. 

Third,  a  motor  cycle  puffed  up  the  street, 
with  Teste  on  the  seat,  this  being  the  first 
machine.  The  time  of  the  motor  cycle  was  4 
hours  58  1-5  minutes. 

Then,  in  order  named,  arrived  Debray,  auto- 
mobile; Levegs,  automobile;  Bertin,  Osmont, 
Bardin  and  Gasti,  all  motor  cyclists;  Norma, 
mare,  driven  by  Desjardins,  arriving  at  5 
hours  20  minutes  18  seconds;  Mion  and  Stein, 
bicycles;  Vasseur,  Barras,  Soncit,  Bigal,  Ran- 
quetteand  Bar,  all  motor  cycles;  Hilderbrand, 
bicycle;  Lenon,  automobile;  Pilletier,  Oury, 
Oleigis  and  Legras,  motor  cycles;  Dubois,  bi- 
cycle, and  Riviere,  motor  cycle. 

Then  came  a  pedestrian,  Desgranchamps, 
time  6  hours  12  minues  10  seconds. 

A  silver  cup  valued  at  $300  and  $2,000  in 
cash  were  the  prizes  offered. 


An  Interrupted  Song. 

"Sweet    Marion    Gray,    I    am    dreaming    to-day 
Of  tbee,    so    fair   and    so   far,    far    away — 
Of  thee  I  am  singing," 
He  sang  as  he  sped. 
"Thy  laugh   is  still  ringing, 
Sweet  one,  through  my  head. 
Of  thee   I    am   thinking,    sweet   Marion   Gray; 
I   am   singing  of  thee,   so  far,  far  away. 

"Sweet   Marion   Gray,   I   am   dreaming  to-day," 
He   sang  as   he   carelessly  pedaled   away; 
"Of   thee   I   am   singing — " 

Just   then,   as   he   sped, 

His  fork   parted,   flinging 

Him  oK  on  his  head. 

And   so   he   quit  thinking  of   Marion   Gray, 

And  of  everything  else,  for  many  a  day. 


eRAWFORD 


MADE   BY 


THE  CRAWFORD  MFG.  CO 

FACTORY  AND  MAIN  OFFICES, 

HAGERSTOWN,   MARYLAND. 


BieveLES. 


Kindly    mention    The    Wheel. 
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ON  GIVING  INFORMATION. 
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THE  average  man  hungers  and  thirsts  for 
information,   but  the  average  advertise- 
ment gives  very  Httle  of  it. 

This  IS  due  to  the  fact  that  most  advertisers 
find  it  very  difficult  to  say  with  a  pen  what 
they  think  with  tlieir  minds,  and  to  tire  further 
fact  that  the  detail  and  minutiae  of  their  busi- 
ness are  so  thoroughly  familiar  and  so  com- 
monplace to  them  that  they  cannot  under- 
stand how  interesting  they  are  to  other  peo- 
ple. This  is  particularly  true  of  those  who 
manufacture  or  handle  staples  or  articles  of  a 
rough,   common,   practical  kind. 

I  recently  met  a  man  who  manufactures  bi- 
cycle oilers,  and  he  showed  me  a  little  booklet 
he  was  using  to  advertise  his  goods.  I  looked 
it  through  and  remarked  that  it  didn't  en- 
lighten me  much  on  the  oiler  question. 

"What  do  you  expect?"  he  inquired.  "What 
is  there  to  say  except  that  I  make  the  best 
oilers  there  are?  Oilers  are  not  a  romantic 
sort  of  an  article.  You  can't  get  poetic  or 
enthusiastic  about  an  oiler.  You  can't  make 
pretty  pictures  of  it.  You  can't  use  a  lot  of 
glowing  adjectives  about  it,  either.  An  oiler 
is  a  plain,  ordinary  thing  that  everybody 
knows  about.  All  you  can  do  is  to  tell  how 
good  your  oilers  are  and  how  cheap  you  are 
selling  them." 

I  didn't  say  anything  more  about  his  book- 
let, but  I  led  him  o-n  to  talk  about  oilers. 
When  he  got  interested,  the  amount  of  in- 
formation he  gave  me  was  astonishing.  He 
knew  his  subject  thoroughly,  and  he  talked 
for  more  than  half  an  hour  without  stopping. 
He  told  me  all  about  oilers,  past  and  pres- 
ent. He  told  me  what  oilers  were  made  of, 
and  the  processes  the  metal  had  to  go  through. 
He  explained  the  different  kinds  of  oil  cans, 
and  why  one  was  better  than  another.  He 
told  me  lots  of  things  about  the  metal  spinning 
and  stamping  industry  of  the  United  States 
and  where  the  most  and  best  oil  cans  were 
made. 

Coming  down  to  his  own  business,  he  told 
me  on  what  a  small  scale  he  had  started,  and 
where;  how  his  business  had  grown;  all  about 
his  plant,  bis  machinery  and  his  run,  and 
how  many  and  what  kind  of  oil  cans  he  was 
then  making.  Better  still,  he  explained  where- 
in his  imethods  were  exceptio'nally  good  and 
economical,  and  why  he  could,  and  did,  make 
better  and  cheaper  oilers  than  his  competitors. 
If  this  man  had  put  into  print  the  exact 
words  he  had  used  in  his  talk  to  me,  he  would 
have  had  a  booklet  of  intense  interest  to  every- 
body in  whose  hands  he  placed  it.  To  the  re- 
tailer who  sells  oil  cans  it  would  have  been 
a  revelation.  He  would  have  read  it  more 
than  once;  he  would  have  laid  it  aside  for 
reference.  The  next  time  he  had  occasion  to 
buy  oilers  he  would  have  had  the  firm  that 
sent  him  that  booklet  uppermost  in  his  mind. 
Yet  this  man  thought  there  was  nothing 
interesting  to  print  about  those  humdrum, 
prosaac  oilers  of  his! 

It  is  so  with  every  branch  of  the  bicycle 
business.  A  man  lives  so  close  to  his  own 
wares  that  he  forgets  that  other  people  are 
in  almost  total   ignorance  about  their  nature 


and  the  materials  and  methods  employed  in 
their  manufacture. 

People  are  really  anxious  to  know  all  these 
things.  They  like  to  buy  of  the  man  who 
takes  apart  the  bicycle  or  sundry  he  is  selling 
and  shows  them  all  about  how  they  are  made, 
and  explains  to  them  just  why  they  are  better 
than  the  other  man's. 

No  matter  how  ^common  and  humble  an 
article  may  be,  there  is  an  interesting  story  be- 
hind it.  There  is  no  siurer  way  or  method 
of  interesting  the  public  in  both  the  article 
and  its  maker  than  to  tell  that  story. 

An  advertisement  that  tells  us  something 
that  we  did  not  know  before  can  hardly  fail  to 
be  a  good  advertisement. 

Give   people   what   they   want — information. 

An  ex-Salesman. 


Exports  Up  to  Date. 

Exports  of  bicycles  and  parts  from  the  port 
of  New  York,  week  ending  Aug.  29,  1899: 

Antwerp. — 17  cases  bicycles,  $881;  3  cases 
bicycle  material,  $75. 

Argentine  Republic. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $60; 
2  cases  bicycle  material,  $140. 

Azores. — 1  case  bicycles,  $27. 

Alexandria. — 7  cases  bicycles,  $191. 

Amsterdam. — 3  cases  bicycles,  $53. 

Asia. — 3  cases  bicycles,  $450. 

Aden. — 5  cases  bicycles,  $108. 

Athens. — 16  cases  bicycles,  $502;  5  cases  bi- 
cycle material,  $381. 

British  West  Indies. — 34  cases  bicycles, 
$1,074;  15  cases  bicycle  material,  $175. 

British  East  Indies. — 21  cases  bicycles, 
$2,820. 

Bremen. — 11  cases  bicycles,  $505;  1  case 
bicycle  material,  $10. 

Briti-sh  Guiana. — ^28  cases  bicycles,  $956;  6 
cases  bicycle  material,  $143. 

British  Possessions  in  Africa. — ^19  cases  bi- 
cycles, $711. 

Central  America. — 1  case  bicycles,  $50. 

China. — 24  cases  bicycles,  $1,292. 


Copenhagen. — 15     cases     bicycle     material, 
$394. 

Cuba.— 32   cases  bicycles,   $970;  4  cases  bi- 
cycle material,  $267. 

Christiania. — 1  case  bicycles,  $24. 

Dunkirk. — 10  cases  bicycles,  $260. 

Ecuador. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $125. 

Genoa. — 10  cases  bicycle  material,  |445. 

Glasgow. — ^1   case  bicycles,  $35. 

Hamburg.— 24    cases    bicycles,    .$1,167;.   23 
cases  bicycle  material,  $594. 

Hong  Kong. — 4  cases  bicycles,  $500. 

Japan. — 43  cases  bicycles,  $2,104. 

Liverpool. — 19  cases  bicycles,  $963;  5  cases 
bicycle  material,  $64. 

London. — 67  cases  bicycles,  $1,853;  40  cases 
bicycle  material,  $1,571. 

Mexico. — 4  cases  bicycles,  $220;  1   case  bi- 
cycle material,  $19. 

Newfoundland. — 1  case  bicycles,  $24. 

Rotterdam. — 11  cases  bicycles,  $393;  12  cases 
bicycle  material,  $460. 

Stockholm. — 3  cases  bicycle  material,  $222. 

Southampton.^1     case     bicycles,     $100;    48 
cases  bicycle  material,  $3,050. 

Siam. — 2  cases  bicycle  material,  $307. 

Uruguay. — 1  case  bicycles,  .$50. 


Long-Drawn  Litigation. 

The  case  of  Frank  J.  Cheney  against  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Toledo,  and  tlie  Mau- 
mee  Cycle  Co.,  has  been  filed  in  the  Supreme 
Court  on  error.  The  suit  was  originally  in- 
stituted by  the  First  National  Bank  of  Toledo 
against  the  cycle  company  to  recover  $3,309, 
and  at  the  same  time  a  receiver  for  the  com- 
pany was  asked  for.  Cheney  asked  to  be  made 
a  party  tO'  the  suit  and  then  asked  for  the 
discharge  of  the  receiver,  which  was  denied 
by  the  Common  Pleas  Court,  and  that  de- 
cision was  overruled  by  the  Circuit  Court. 
The  case  has  been  in  the  courts  for  several 
years,  and  the  pleadings  show  that  the  cycle 
company  is  indebted  to  the  bank  in  the  sum 
of  $27,000.  Tvvo  different  receivers  have  been, 
appointed  since  the  case  was  originally  in- 
stituted. 


Will  Represent  Trebert. 

The  Iven  Brandenburg  Co.  have  made  ar- 
rangements with  the  Trebert  Coaster  &  Brake 
Co.,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  to  act  as  United 
States  selling  agents  for  them. 


EXPORTS  FOR  SEVEN  MONTHS. 

Exports  of  cycles  and  parts  in  June,  1899,  amounted  to   $388,747.      In   July   the   amount 

was  $264,965.  The  total  for  the  first  seven  months  of  1899  shows  a  decrease,  compared 
with  shipments  during  the  same  periods  in  1897  and  1898.  Decreased  prices  partly  ac- 
count for  this,  and  it  is  further  influenced  by  competition  aroused  in  England,  Germany, 
Canada  and  the  oither  British  colonies. 

July — Seven   months   ending   July — 

Destination.                                                               1898.  1899.  1897.  1898.  1899. 

United   Kingdom   $92,550  $34,218  $1,769,789  $1,467,787  $578,518 

France    24,877  16,075  228,176  433,297  386,693 

Germany     68,869  24.609  1,017,582  1,268,630  705,515 

Otlier   Europe    34,452  37,525  940,532  768,637  775,371 

British  North  America   31,370  21,642  649,563  525,778  490,355- 

Central  American  States  and  British  Honduras.         115  573  17,510  3.717  3,414 

Mexico     6,352  3,839  45,192  41,899  29,740 

Santo    Domingo    71  170  3,549  577  298 

Cuba    11,803  4,164  3,345  32,476-. 

Porto    Rico    Ill  2,302  1,206  1,598 

Other  West   Indies   and   Bermuda 4,896  5,289  89,319  44,639  40,408 

Argentina     8,708  7,712-  24,779  68,579  174,747 

Brazil    7,421  2,664  16,620  68.441  19,498 

Colombia    2,254  205  11,347  5,658  4,951 

East    Indies^British    14,181  7,786  41,292  28,919  34,545^ 

Other  South  America   2,497  4,031  11,633  12,658  13,082 

China    1,92  12,650  11,281  82,634  68,139' 

Hong   Kong    60  735  4,945  5,523  5,690 

Japan    21,227  18,735  41,909  59,171  45,870 

"British   Australasia    25,095  29,782  270,706  128,143  140,737 

Philippine    Islands    958 

Other  Asia  and  Oceanica  3,974  9,898  42,344  48,854  57,502 

Africa    12,411  14,844  77,226  101,432  123,674 

Other   countries    457  69  352  1,622  254 

Total    $363,761  $264,965  $5,322,111  $5,171,146  $3,734,033: 
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HAS  DONE  CATALOGUE 
AND  OTHER  WORK  FOR 
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A.  M.  Scheffey  &  Co., 

A.  Featherstone  &  Co., 

Mesinger  Bicycle  Saddle  Co., 
Straus  Tire  Co., 
Iver  Johnson's  Arms  and  Cycle  Works, 
American  Cycle  Fittings  Co., 
Crawford  Mfg.  Co., 

A.  G.  Spalding  &  Bros., 
Waltham  Mfg.  Co., 

Doolittle  Patent  Automatic  Brake  Co., 
R.  H.  Wolff  &  Co., 

Hermann  Boker  &  Co., 

Gormully  &  Jeffery  Mfg.  Co., 
Monarch  Cycle  Co., 

Shelby  Steel  Tube  Co., 

Wilmot  &  Hobbs  Mfg.  Co., 
H.  A.  Matthews  Mfg.  Co. 
and  others. 


IS  THERE  NOT  SOMETHING  WHICH  THE 
^WHEEL  PRESS  CAN  DO  FOR  YOU?^^^ 
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SPRING  fRAME  TACTS. 


What    Experience    Has    Shown    in    Handling    the 
Idea    of    Killing    Off    Vibra- 
tion. 

The  George  N.  Pierce  Co.  are  quick  to 
note  any  opening  given  them  by  citlier  friend 
or  foe,  as  the  follo.wimg  letter  bears  ample 
evidence: 

Buflfalo,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  24.— Editor  The 
Wheel:  We  note  in  your  issue  of  August  17, 
■page  27,  communication  signed  "R.  E.  L." 
upon  the  subject  of  spring  frame  difficulties. 
We  desire  to  state  that  this  has  been  a  sub- 
ject upon  which  the  entire  brain  of  this  com- 
pany has  been  concentrated  from  time  to  time 
and  the  result  of  that  concentration  is  the 
production  of  bicycle  models  which  we  call 
Pierce  cushion  frame,  which  models  seem  to 
us  fill  the  specifications  given  by  "R.  E.  L." 
for  an  "Ideal  spring  frame."  At  all  events 
we  would  be  very  glad  if  "R.  E.  L."  would 
call  at  any  of  our  stores  and  give  a  practical 
test  to  the  above  models,  inasmuch  as  we  have 
never  failed  as  yet  to  please  riders  of  all  sorts 
and  conditions  with  our  device. 

We  feel  that  argument  even  of  the  most 
technical  character  cannot  stand  against  the 
absolute  logic  of  perfect  comfort,  otherwise 
we  would  be  glad  to  go  into  an  extended 
argument  on  the  subject. 

In  justification  of  this  reply  we  beg  to  state, 
that  having  spent  a  large  sum  of  money  in 
giving  publicity  to  these  models,  it  is  some- 
what of  the  character  of  disappointment  when, 
evidently,  so  well  posted  a  man  as  "R.  E.  L." 
has  failed  to  realize  the  high  ideal  for  which 
we  have  striven  and  which  we  believe  we  have 
practically   accomplished. 


Plenty  of  Trouble  Ahead. 

A  new  law  adopted  by  the  Connecticut 
legislature  requires  all  dealers  in  second-hand 
bicycles  to  take  out  a  license  and  keep  a  book 
of  record,  explaining  of  whom  and  when  the 
'bicycle  was  purchased  and  fully  describing 
the  wheel.  This  law  does  not  apply  to  those 
w'ho  take  second-hand  wheels  in  'trade,  but 
these  dealers  must  keep  a  book  giving  a  de- 
scription of  such  wheels.  The  penalty  for 
non-compliance  with  the  law  is  three  months' 
imprisonment  and  a  fine  of  $25.  The  license 
fee  varies  from  $2  to  $10  and  they  may  be  se- 
cured on  application  to  the  chief  of  police. 
The  new  law  took  effect  on  August  1.  The 
intention  of  the  law  is  to  keep  a  lookout  for 
stolen  wheels  and  to  identify  anyone  dealing 
in  them. 


Smith  Was  Too  Energetic. 

F.  M.  Smith,  an  alleged  credit  swindler,  was 
arraigned  before  United  States  Commissioner 
Alexander  Monday,  the  authorities  having  de- 
cided that  as  Smith  used  the  mails  in  his 
peculiar  business  transactions,  a  clear  case 
might  be  presented  against  him  on  a  charge 
of  violating  the  postal  laws.  The  complaint 
against  Smith  is  that  of  conspiring  with  Sam- 
uel Davidor  and  others  in  forming  the  North- 
ern Supply  Co.,  lof  Chicago,  for  fraudulent 
purposes  and  of  using  the  mails  in  carrying 
out  such  purposes.  Post  Office  Inspector  Sut- 
ton, who  arraigned  Smith,  .said  that  after  the 
Northern  Supply  Co.  were  formed,  Smith 
came  here  and  formed  the  New  York  Export 
&  Import  Co.,  the  Novelty  Mfg.  Co.,  both  of 


122  West  Twenty-third  .street,  and  the  Metro- 
politan Bicycle  Co.,  of  281  Fifth  avenue,  and 
that  Davidor  would  refer  to  these  companies 
when  ordering  goods  from  concerns.  Smith 
took  the  names  of  substantial  business  firms 
who  have  high  ratimgs  in  the  mercantile 
agency  reports,  and  wlien  Smith  endorsed 
Davidor  to  the  latter's  correspondents  the  al- 
leged swindlers  usually  got  the  goods,  among 
which  cycles  and  sundries  were  prominent. 


Van  as  a  Missionary. 

N.  H.  Van  Sicklen,  wlio  is  now  missionary- 
in-chief  for  W.  H.  Fauber,  of  Chicago,  was 
in  Cleveland  the  other  day  on  his  way  East 
to  make  a  tour  of  all  the  important  cities  and 
townis  in  that  part  of  the  country.  He  says 
he  is  not  out  after  business,  but  he  carries 
an  order  book  with  him  just  the  same,  and 
has  closed  soime  very  creditable  contracts. 
Fauber  hangers  have  grown  to  be  about  as 
staple  as  wheat,  but  "Van"  claims  to  have 
done  some  great  missionary  work  by  inducing 
dealers  and  jobbers  to  specify  Faubers  in- 
sitead  of  others. 


Costs  Less  than  a  Hub. 

The  'new  Otto  brake  and  coaster,  which  is 
being  introduced  on  the  'market  by  the  Stock- 
ton Mfg.  Co.,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  has  met  with 
great  success.  The  brake  has  only  been  ad- 
vertised about  three  weeks  and  the  firm  is  al- 
ready rushed  with  orders.  Owing  to  the  sim- 
plicity of  its  construction,  consisting  as  it  does 


of  only  eight  parts,  the  firm  is  enabled  to 
supply  the  device  together  with  the  complete 
hub  at  considerably  less  cost  than  that  of  the 
average  hub.  A  number  of  bicycle  manufac- 
turers have  arranged  to  fit  the  brake  on  their 
entire  1900  product.  As  a  result  of  the  favor 
with  which  the  brake  and  coaster  is  being  re- 
ceived the  firm  has  found  it  necessary  to  inake 
a  considerable  addition  to  their  factory. 


Ready  for  Trade  Demands. 

Peter  A.  Frasse  &  Co.,  of  Fulton  street. 
New  York,  have  closed  arrangements  with  a 
number  of  prominent  manufacturers  of  parts 
to  represent  them  in  the  metropolitan  district 
next  season  and  they  will  be  enabled  to  offer 
a  line  of  goods  to  the  trade  that  will  be  un- 
excelled for  quality  and  completeness.  The 
firm  is  now  making  contracts  for  tubing  for 
the  approaching  season,  being  the  local  agents 
for  the  Shelby  Steel  Tube  Co.,  of  Cleveland, 
O.  They  carry  all  styles  and  sizes  of  tubing 
in  stock  for  the  bicycle  trade. 


Advanced  Pedal  Makers. 

Hollingshead  &  Wirtz,  manufacturers  of 
pedals  at  Lincoln,  N.  J.,  have  just  issued 
their  advance   catalogue  for  1900.     The  firm 


lists  five  styles  of  pedals,  of  which  one,  the 
"Lincoln,"  is  new  this  year.  This  pedal  i's 
constructed  with  heavy  ball-cups  and  axle. 
The  blade  and  bridges  are  made  from  special 
hard  stock  and  the  pedal  is  highly  finished 
and  made  in  both  rat  trap  and  combination. 
In  all  their  pedals  Hollingshead  and  Wirtz 
have  taken  into  account  the  fact  that  the  drop 
in  the  crank-hangers  of  bicycles  requires  an 
extra  strong  pedal.  Among  other  improve- 
ments the  firm  has  adopted  an  entirely  new 
method  of  locking  the  centre  barrels  into  the 
frames  by  S'pinning. 


Talk  to  the  Point. 

It  is  astonishing  how  much  valuable  oppor- 
tunity is  wasted  by  cycle  and  sundry  makers 
when  they  issue  catalogues.  Large  expenses 
foir  illustrations,  fine  paper,  fine  printing; 
time  and  labor  without  stint  in  compiling 
specifications;  the  briefest  of  descriptions — a 
fancy  cover  and  there  you  are.  Why  niot 
throw  in  some  good  business  talk?  There's  a 
reason  for  being  on  earth — surely  there  are 
trade  advantages  that  should  not  'O'uly  tie 
present  customers  closer,  but  induce  new 
trade. 


Jandorf  Goes  Uptown. 

L.  C.  Jandorf  &  Co.  have  moved  their  busi- 
ness to  5  West  Fourteenth  street,  where  they 
occupy  the  entire  building.  The  establish- 
ment has  a  large  show  room  space  and  is 
equipped  with  a  fine  repair  shop.  Jandorf  & 
Co.  will  carry  one  of  the  largest  stocks  of 
wheels  in  New  York  and  will  have  facilities 
to  fill  large  orders  promptly. 


Has  Some  New  Ones. 

"Pat"  L.  Hussey,  superintendent  of  the 
Davis  Machine  Co.,  Dayton,  was  in  the  mar- 
ket last  week  buying  material  for  anothei 
season.  The  man  who  is  famous  as  being  the 
owner  of  the  longest  mustache  in  the  entire 
bicycle  trade  claims  to  have  a  whole  lot  'of 
innovations  an  the  way  of  new  ideas  in  co'U- 
struction  for  another  se^aso'U. 


Hoffmans  Still  in  the  Game. 

The  Hoffman  Bicycle  Co.  have  their  ma- 
chinery again  in  running  'order,  and  while  the 
recent  fire  damaged  the  upper  portion  of  the 
building  to  quite  an  extent,  the  company  will 
be  in  full  operation  by  Sept.  15,  and  sample 
wheels  will  be  on  the  road  in  a  few  days. 


The  Back  Page. 

The  Bunker  Saddle  Co.  use  the  back  page 
of  The  Wheel  this  week  to  call  the  attentiom 
of  the  bicycle  trade  to  the  1900  saddle  and 
tool-bag  possibilities.  This  company  will  be 
in  the  market  very  actively  for  1!I00  trade,  and 
sh'ow  superior  lines  of  the  product  named. 


Not  Settled  for  Next  Year. 

W.  A.  Neff,  from  Reading,  has  been  in 
Cleveland  settling  up  with  some  of  the  credi- 
tors of  the  Reading  Cycle  Co.  Mr.  Neff  has 
been  with  the  Relay  people  for  the  past  year 
and  is  undecided  as  to  his  future  connections. 


One  Less  in  the  Row. 

Cleveland's  cycle  row  was  made  smaller  this 
week  by  the  closing  of  the  store  of  the  Wil- 
liams Typewriter  Co.,  who  have  handled  the 
Quaker  and  Reading  Standard  wheels  this 
year. 
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MORE  WORCESTER  WRANGLING. 


Sale  of  the  Remains  Now  Positively  Put  Down  for 
Friday. 

Worcester,  Mass.,  Aug.  28.— .City  Treasurer 
F.  W.  White  did  not  sell  the  plant  of  the 
W'orcester  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.  for  unpaid  taxes 
last  week  as  he  advertised  to  do.  The  taxes 
have  not  been  paid,  and  are  not  likely  to  be 
for  some  time.  The  property  has  been  in 
the  hands  of  Frank  Sullivan  Smith,  of  New 
York,  as  receiver,  for  about  two  years,  and, 
although  the  coileotor  of  taxes  can  sell  al- 
most everything  lUpon  which  taxes  are  unpaid, 
he  cannot  sell  property  in  the  hands  of  a  re- 
ceiver appointed  by  the  court. 

The  property  is  in  the  hands  of  the  United 
States  Court,  and  City  Solicitor  A.  P.  Rugg 
has  received  notice  from  the  Superior  iCourt 
that  his  intervener  has  been  allowed,  and  he 
will  be  given  a  hearing  early  in  September. 

General  Rockwood  Hoar,  who  was  appoint- 
ed master  by  the  United  States  Court  to  sell 
the  property,  will  now  dispose  of  it  at  public 
auction  September  1  provided  he  receives  a 
bid  of  $2.5,000  over  the  mortgages,  which 
mortgages  amount  to  i$100,000,  the  largest  of 
which  is  held  by  the  Worcester  'County  In- 
stitution for  savings.  The  court  has  instructed 
the  master  not  to  sell  the  plant  for  less  than 
$125,000.  The  sale  is  likely  to  attract  people 
from  Boston,  New  York  and  other  large  cities, 
and  a  representative  of  the  Central  Trust  Co., 
of  New  York,  one  of  the  mortgagees,  will  be 
present.  The  sale  will  take  place  at  12  o'clock 
noon  at  the  office  of  the  plant,  the  old  Worces- 
ter Steel  Works,  on  the  Bloomingdale  road. 
It  is  barely  possible  the  Boston  &  Albany 
Railroad  iQo.  may  be  a  bidder. 


Three  Anti-Lamp  Whereases. 

Omaha,  Neb.,  Aug.  25. — A  pending  repeal 
of  the  ordinance  requiring  lighted  lamps  on 
bicycles  between  dusk  and  dawn  was  pre- 
pared by  the  Omaha  Wheelmen's  League. 
The  ordinance  itself  is  very  brief,  but  in  a 
letter  accompanying  it,  signed  by  the  presi- 
dent, vice-president,  secretary  and  treasurer 
and  nine  ward  chairmen  of  the  league,  these 
arguments  are  advanced  in  favor  of  the  or- 
dinance: 

First — That  there  are  only  from  1,200  to 
2,500  wheelm:en  who  occasionally  use  lamps. 

Second— That  from  2,500  to  3,000  wheelmen 
ride  after  dvisk  without  lamps  or  ride  only  in 
the  daytime. 

Third— That  from  2,500  to  3,000  wheelmen 
have  quit  riding  on  account  of  the  ordinance 
requiring  lamps.  The  figures  are  based  on  an 
estimate  by  the  Omaha  Wheelmen's  League 
that  there  were  8,000  wheelmen  in  the  city 
when  the  lamp  ordinance  was  passed. 


One  from  the  West. 

Denver,  Aug.  26. — Oxaline,  Dean  Hart's 
substitute  for  rubber,  is  to  be  tried  in  bicycle 
tires.  A  quantity  of  the  material  was  boxed 
up  yesterday  and  will  be  shipped  to  the  head- 
quarters of  the  new  bicycle  trust.  The  trust 
managers  will  experiment  in  the  hope  of  free- 
ing themselves  from  ithe  thrall  of  the  rubber 
manufaoturers.  The  cost  of  tires  has  been 
kept  up  by  the  high  price  of  rubber  and  the 
limited  supply.  If  a  cheap  substitute  can  be 
found  the  cost  of  one  of  the  ;most  expensive 
parts  of  a  bicycle  will  be  reduced. 

OxaKne  costs  about  one-tenth  as  much  as 


rubber.  Tires  that  cost  $4  would  be  reduced 
to  40  cients.  The  dean  has  not  yet  co^mpleted 
the  organization  of  the  company  that  is  to 
manufacture  his  patent.  The  statement  was 
made  that  if  the  trust  finds  the  stuff  to  be  a 
proper  material  for  tires  it  may  manufacture 
the  material.  Dean  Hart  is  out  of  the  city 
and  no  statement  could  be  had  from  him. 


New  Saddles  Coming. 

The  Troxel  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Elyria,  O.,  will  in 
the  near  future  announce  a  line  of  high-grade 
hand-made  saddles,  which,  judging  from  a 
sample  shoiwn  a  Wheel  man  the  other  day, 
are  very  certain  to  merit  a  good  reception. 
The  Troxel  will  be  made  in  several  styles, 
padded  and  hard,  and  with  or  without  springs, 
with  models  for  both  men  and  women.  David 
Troxel,  wlio  is  at  the  head  of  the  new  com- 
pany, was  formerly  with  the  Brown  Com- 
pany, of  Elyria,  and  he  has  had  long  experi- 
ence in  the  art  of  manaitacturing  high-class 
goods.  The  Troxel  Company  have  secured,  as 
Western  selling  agent,  Fred  Colson,  the  well- 
known  Chicago  material  distributer. 


Changes  In  the  Screw  Company. 

Some  important  changes  are  being  made  in 
the  factory  equipments  of  the  well-known 
Cleveland  Machine  Screw  Co.,  Cleveland.  The 
hall-imaking  machinery,  probably  the  most 
complete  equipment  of  the  kind  in  the  coun- 
try, has  been  iremoved  from  the  main  factory 
on  Second  avenue  to  the  Perkins  avenue  fac- 
tory, which  was  damaged  by  fire  some  time 
ago.  This  plant  is  to  be  transferred  tO'  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.  as  soon  as  the  final 
arrangements  are  settled.  For  the  present  and 
until  other  arrangemients  are  made  by  the 
combination,  W.  L.  Colt  will  be  in  charge  of 
both  the  ball-miaking  and  stampings  parts  of 
the  business. 


Written  Contract  Alone  Holds. 

Indianapolis,  Aug.  26. — ^Justice  Hay  has  dis- 
posed of  a  pecuHar  suit  here.  Ben  Darrow, 
doing  business  as  the  Wheelmen's  Company, 
sold  a  bicycle  to  a  negro  man  named  Hope, 
the  latter  agreeing  in  writing  to  pay  $5  a 
month  until  the  whole  purchase  was  paid. 
Later  Darrow  made  a  verbal  contract  with 
Hope  for  the  payment  of  $1.25  a  week.  Hope 
neglected  to  pay  this  latter  amount  for  two 
weeks  and  Darrow  attempted  to  replevin  the 
wheel.  Justice  Hay  decided  that  the  written 
contract  took  precedence  over  the  verbal  one, 
and  that  Hope  could  not  be  compelled  to  pay 
any  more  money  until  a  month  had  elapsed 
since  the   last   payment. 


Good  Man  for  Foreign  Trade. 

A  gentleman  who  is  thoroughly  posted  on 
the  cycle  trade,  and  whose  responsibility  is 
vouched  for  by  The  Wheel,  is  going  abroad 
in  the  fall,  and  will  take  certain  lines  of  bicy- 
cles and  bicycle  sundries  to  introduce  in  for- 
eign countries.  Firms  who  are  interested  in 
developing  foreign  trade  might  find  this  a 
valuable  connection.  Address  R.  B.  F.,  care 
The  Wheel. 


Imitating  Does  Not  Pay. 

This  is  a  nation  of  originators,  inventors 
and  improvers.  The  servile  imitator  who  en- 
deavors to  trade  upon  the  ideas  or  reputation 
of  another  cannot  win  permanent  success  here. 
The   man   in  the   cycle  trade  who   copies  'his 


competitor's  productions  often  finds  that  the 
cream  of  the  business  belongs  to  the  orig- 
inator, and  that  the  imitator  must  at  best 
oorutent  himself  with  the  leavings.  Tlie  man 
who  imitates  the  name  or  trade-mark  of  a 
competitor  by  that  act  confesses  to  the  world 
his  inferiority,  and  is  sure  ultimately  to  lose 
tenfold  what  he  gains  by  'his  dishonest  course. 
That  which  leans  will  ultimately  fall,  so  it  is 
best  to  stand  erect  on  a  broad  foundation. 


Time  Is  Not  Propitious. 

The  cycle  trade  end  of  the  Philadelphia, 
September  14  to  November  30  Export  Expo- 
sition appears  to  have  fallen  rather  flat.  The 
latest  exhibitors'  list  names  only  the  following 
concerns:  Acme  Mfg.  Co.,  Bullis  Ball  Gear 
Co.,  W.  H.  Fauber,  H.  A.  Lozier  &  Co., 
Cleveland  Bicycle  Co.  and  Bevin  Bros.  This 
scarcity  of  names,  however,  by  no  means  re- 
flects on  the  value  of  the  exposition.  It  is  hard 
to  muster  up  expense  courage  during  the  off 
season,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  those  who 
are  showing  at  the  export  will  reap  ample  re- 
turn for  their  investment. 


Such  Sad  News. 
The  finest  retail  bicycle  building  in  America, 
and  possibly  in  the  world,  was  erected  for 
the  George  R.  Bidwell  Cycle  Co.,  at  92-93  on 
Fifty-ninth  street,  just  west  of  Eighth  avenue. 
New  York.  It  was  palatial;  it  was  colossal. 
At  the  time  it  was  built  agents  went  to  see 
it  as  religiously  as  they  wient  to  see  Coney 
Island.  It  was  the  model  of  the  country. 
Later  the  Tinkham  Cycle  Co.  had  their  home 
there.  Recently  there  was  hung  out  a  great 
black  sign  announcing  that  on  September  1 
it  will  be  opened  as  a  first-class  cafe  and  all 
the  rest  of  it. 


What  Business  Is. 

No  business,  not  even  the  cycle-making  and 
selling  lone,  is  a  lottery.  It  is  a  simple  process 
of  demand  and  supply.  Supplies  in  a  thousand 
lines  are  demanded  continually.  If  one  man 
does  not  answer  these  demands  another  one 
will.  It  is  the  man  who  insists  th.at  he  has 
these  supplies  who  will  be  heard.  If  his 
stock  answers  his  own  description  of  it,  and  if 
it  is  within  hailing  distance  of  what  is  de- 
manded, the  bargain  is  easily  made,  au'd  that 
is  the  cycle  business  just  the  same  as  it  is  any 
other. 


Bought  Out  Old  Fort  Co. 

E.  Baur,  of  Hamilton  &  Baur,  owners  of 
the  Eaton  Mfg.  Co.,  Eaton,  Ind.,  manufac- 
turers of  bicycle  rims,  chain  guards  and  other 
bicycle  material,  announces  that  he  has  pur- 
chased the  interest  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  and  that 
he  is  now  sole  owner  of  the  company.  Mr. 
Baur  is  also  proprietor  of  the  Baur  Window 
Glass   Co.,   of   Eaton. 


liughes  Has  Enough. 

J.  D.  Hughes,  who  has  been  conducting  a 
bicycle  manufacturing  business  at  29  East 
Erie  street,  Chicago,  has  made  an  assignment 
to  Edgar  F.  Russell  for  the  benefit  of  his 
creditors.  Hughes'  liabilities  are  $11,000  and 
his  assets  $2g,000. 


Foster  on  the  Board. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  American  Sad- 
dle Co.  Lemuel  H.  Foster,  of ,  Detroirt,  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Directo''s 
for  one  year. 
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August  31, 


KANSAS  CAUSTIC. 


MACHINISTS'    HINTSo 

For  the  guidance  oj  those  who  handle  and  use   machinery. 


0 


INCREASING  the  diameters  of  pulleys  in- 
creases the  belt  speed,  and  therelore  in- 
creases driving  capacity  of  belts. 

The  hair  side  of  a  belt  should  always  be 
next  the  pulley,  for  it  not  only  has  a  higher 
coefficient  of  friction,  but  wears  better,  being 
liable  to  crack  and  break  if  exposed  to  the 
expansion  and  contraction  to  which  the  out- 
side is  subjected. 

The  practice  of  putting  idlers  against  belts 
to  increase  their  driving  capacity  is  a  most 
pernicious  one,  wasteful  alike  to  the  belt  and 
to  the  poiwer;  they  should  never  be  used  ex- 
cept under  extraordinary  circumstances. 
Sometimes  an  idler  may  be  used  with  a  belt 
as  a  clutch,  and  in  some  cases  as  a  bearing 
pulley  to  carry  a  belt  free  from  obstructions. 

Shafting  should  not  be  fully  lined  up  until 
all  machinery  on  upper  floors  is  in  position. 
When  hangers  are  attached  to  floor  timbers 
or  ceiling,  and  the  floors  are  then  loaded 
down  with  machinery  or  material,  the  shafting 
will  always  be  found  badly  out  of  line  from 
the  eff^ects  of  springy  floor  and  timbers.  By  all 
means  avoid  making  a  storehouse  of  build- 
ings where  line  shafting  is  extensively  used. 

Lubrication  is  not  required  for  rolling  mo- 
tion, as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  we  do  not 
put  oil  or  grease  on  the  rail ;  and  yet  the  peri- 
phery of  the  wheel,  where  it  is  in  contact  with 
the  rail,  has  a  much  greater  speed  than  has 
its  boss  where  it  touches  the  journal;  but  this 
latter  requires  much  lubrication,  the  explana- 
tion being  that  in  the  first  case  there  is  rolling 
motion,  and  in  the  second  sliding  or  scrubbing 
motion. 

An  oil  is  never  good  enough  unless  it  is  just 
right  for  its  place;  but  you  can't  always  de- 
cide by  the  common  signs.  Some  bearings 
are  difficult  to  lubricate,  and  some  are  easy. 
The  difficult  bearing  must  have  its  oil  just 
right  and  tells  you  when  it  is  wrong.  The  easy 
bearings  do  not  always  tell  when  the  oil  is 
■wrong,  but  they  require  more  power  to  turn 
them  than  when  the  oil  is  right.  The  ma- 
jority of  bearings  are  the  easy  ones. 

A  quarter  turn  belt  can  never  be  as  econom- 
ical as  a  straight,  open  belt,  as  it  has  all  the 
defects  of  an  open  belt  besides  one  of  the 
worst  kind  of  its  own.  The  tension  doesn't 
c(ime  right  on  the  pulleys,  but  draws  wonder- 
fully to  one  side,  producing  slip  that  means  a 
great  loss  in  power.  If  a  quarter  turn  belt 
must  be  used,  a  thick,  narrow  belt  will  run 
better  than  a  thin,  wide  one,  and  if  the  edges 
are  beveled  so  that  the  belt  will  lay  up  hill  it 
will  certainly  be  an  improvement. 

It  is  not  only  in  the  management  of  the 
engine  and  boiler  where  power  is  lost  directly, 
but  if  power  is  lost  in  any  other  part  of  the 
mill  so  that  it  drags  upon  the  engine,  no 
matter  however  carefully  or  economically  this 
part  may  be  attended  to,  the  effect  in  the  end 
is  the  same.  Every  pound  of  resistance  that  is 
necessary  which  is  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
engine,  means  just  so  much  unnecessary  wear, 


not  only  upon  the  engine,  but  the  boiler  also, 
and  only  hastens  the  time  when  expensive  re- 
pairs will  become  necessary. 

As  it  is  a  difficult  matter,  -says  an  authority, 
to  balance  any  fast-running  pulley  so  as  to 
form  a  perfect  running  .balance,  all  such  pul- 
leys should  have  sufficient  thickness  of  rim  to 
admit  of  being  turned  both  outside  and  in; 
and  then  when  placed  upon  the  balancing  bars, 
should  any  difference  in  weight  in  the  oppo- 
site sides  manifest  itself,  we  may  know  that 
it  is  in  that  portion  between  the  arms  and 
directly  opposite  to  each  other,  and  by  chip- 
ping off  a  part  of  this  superfluous  weight  a 
perfect  running  balance  will  be  formed. 

The  slipping  of  a  belt  when  driving  is  a 
bad  feature,  and  shows  poor  engineering.  It 
indicates  an  overloaded  belt,  and  should  never 
be  permitted  more  than  2  per  cent.  If  you 
note  the  speed  of  a  driven  shrft  and  see  if  it  is 
more  than  2  per  cent  less  than  it  should  be, 
the  slip  will  then  be  excessive.  Tightening 
the  belt  will  help,  but  if  it  does  not  a  wider 
belt  is  the  remedy.  Slipping  produces  heat, 
increases  the  temperature  of  the  belt  and  has 
the  effect  on  the  leather  that  you  all  know 
comes  from  heating  leather — burns  it,  besides 
decreasing  the  coefficient  of  friction. 

Internal  corrosion  of  steam  boilers  is  a  sub- 
ject of  much  importance  to  engineers  and 
steam  users,  for  it  probably  causes  many  ex- 
plosions. Silently  and  surely  it  does  its  work, 
until  a  final  failure  without  warning  is  the 
result.  There  seems  to  be  no  rule  concern- 
ing its  action,  for  where  twio  plants  are  in 
the  same  vicinity  one  will  be  affected  while 
the  other  will  escape  the  evil.  One  case  is  re- 
ported, and  there  are  others  like  it  probably, 
where  two  boilers  were  in  a  battery,  doing  the 
same  work  and  using  the  same  water,  but  one 
of  them  was  corroded  on  the  shell,  while  the 
other  showed  it  on  the  tubes.  What  caused 
the  difference  is  still  a  .mystery.  The  plan  of 
analyzing  the  water  used  in  such  cases,  and 
providing  a  compound  suitable  for  it,  seems 
to  be  the  most  sensible  course  to  pursue. 

Very  little  has  yet  been  published  concern- 
ing the  action  of  oils  in  common  use  on 
metals  with  which  they  are  brought  in  contact 
when  employed  for  the  lubrication  of  machin- 
ery; and  as  the  subject  is  one  of  importance, 
especially  to  manufacturers  of  compound  lub- 
ricating oils,  and  to  those  who  use  such  oils, 
we  give  the  results  of  experiiments  carefully 
made  and  extending  over  a  period  of  twelve 
months.  It  was  found  that  iron  is  least  af- 
fected by  seal  oil,  and  most  by  tallow  oil  when 
it  is  not  de-acidized.  Brass  is  not  affected  by 
rape  oil,  least  by  seal  oil,  and  most  by  olive 
oil.  Copper  is  not  affected  by  mineral  lubri- 
cating oil,  least  by  sperm  oil,  and  most  by 
tallow  oil.  Mineral  lubricating  oil  has  no 
action  on  zinc  and  copper,  acts  least  on  brass, 
and  most  on  lead.  Tallow  oil  acts  least  on  tin 
and  most  on  copper.  Lard  oil  acts  least  on 
zinc  and  most  on  copper.  Sperm  oil  acts  least 
on  brass  and  most  on  zinc.  Seal  oil  acts  least 
on  brass  and  most  on  copper. 


It  is  Editorially  Employed  to  Touch  Up  the  Defence- 
less Bicycle. 

Wisdom  and  Kansas  are  synonymous. 
When  you  mention  either  your  mind  uncon- 
sciously reverts  to  the  other,  hence  the  fol- 
lowing from  a  Wichita  paper,  which  stops 
running  the  world  long  enough  to  remark: 

"There  are  very  few  bicycles  in  Kansas, 
or  otherwise  the  returns  of  the  assessors  are 
misleading.  Sixty-one  counties  fail  to  return 
a  single-  wheel.  Wyandotte  county,  which 
joins  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  returns  only 
three  wheels,  and  Sedgwick  county  hut  a 
few.  Trusts  may  be  taxed  out  of  existence, 
as  Ingalls  suggests,  but  bicycles,  it  turns  out, 
are  safe  from  any  snch  process.  If  the  as- 
sessors had  corralled  all  the  bicycles  in  this 
State,  it  would  have  been  seen  that  Kansas 
has  paid  millions  of  dollars  to  eastern  manu- 
facturers for  wheels,  which  are  in  all  states  and 
degrees  of  serviceable  condition  and  unser- 
viceable dilapidation.  Sedgwick  county  re- 
turns but  a  few  wheels,  yet  there  are  thous- 
ands of  them  owned  in  the  county.  The 
money  which  has  been  put  into  the  wheels 
which  may  be  seen  in  either  of  the  parks 
during  the  Sunday  afternoon  concerts  would 
be  sufficient  to  build  a  business  block,  or 
blocks  of  cottages. 

"Had  the  wheel  never  been  invented,  Kan- 
sas would  have  had  millions  more  of  money 
in  bank  or  in  property,  which  now  lines  the 
coffers  of  the  wheel  trust.  Wheels  are  an  ex- 
pensive luxury,  expensive  in  purchase,  and 
more  so  in  maintenance.  After  a  'century' 
or  two  they  are  a  continual  expense  for  re- 
pairs and  are  soon  wrecks.  A  buggy  or 
wagon  will  go  on  for  a  year  for  every  week 
of  the  life  of  a  bicycle.  Bicycles  would  not 
be  cheap  transportation  at  an  average  pur- 
chase price  of  ten  dollars,  taking  one  year 
with  another,  and  they  have  got  to  come 
down  to  such  a  cost  in  the  near  future  or  they 
will  'be  abandoned  as  a  fad,  except  as  a  play- 
thing for  girls  and  boys;  that,  or  they  will 
have  to  be  more  substantially  constructed 
and  with   punctureless  tires. 

"If  the  authorities  will  enumerate  or  desig- 
nate 'bicycle'  on  their  blank  assessment 
sheets,  the  next  returns  will  show  that  Kan- 
sas has  fifty  thousand  wheels." 


Never  Intended  for  Warfare. 

The  cycle  is  meant  to  amuse  and  comfort, 
the  world  in  time  of  peace.  It  coaxes  the 
loafer  away  from  the  street  corner  and  carries 
him  off  on  a  trip  that  fills  his  lungs  with  good 
air;  it  lures  the  student  from  the  study  and 
gives  his  ph\'sical  man  some  of  its  neglected 
privileges  and  necessities;  it  gives  the  hard- 
pressed  man  and  woman  a  change  and  ex- 
hilaration that  had  not  been  sought  before, 
and  contents  many  with  a  hard  life  that  had 
little  to  recommend  it  before  and  little  enough 
as  it  is.  If  it  fails,  therefore,  in  war,  let  it  fail. 
Its  mission  is  hiighor. 


Up  with  the  Procession. 

"Has  your  church  got  bicycle  racks?" 

"We   have   not   only  had   bicycle   racks   for 

more  than  a  year,  but  there  are  chewing-gum 

racks  in   every  pew,  and  now  we  are  putting 

in  an  electric-charging  plant  for  automobiles," 
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Good  intentions   are   responsible    for   most 
of  the  bad  pavements  in  every  town. 


Adolph  Goehler,  one  of  the  best  racing  men 
Buffalo  ever  produced,  will  in  future  reside  in 
Mexico. 


New  York  was  made  brighter  last  week  by 
the  presence,  of  smiling  Terry  Andrae,  the 
man-at-the-bench  of  Julius  Andrae  &  Sons, 
Milwaukee. 


He  thinks  a  great  deal,  they  say,  of  his 
wheel.  In  fact,  you'd  decide  in  watching  him 
ride,  his  whole  manner  tells,  he  has  time  for 
naught  else. 


L.  B.  Gayior,  vice-president  of  the  Black 
Mfg.  Co.,  stopped  at  The  Wheel  office  on 
Tuesday,  en  route  to  Erie  after  his  vacation  in 
Connecticut. 


The  Frantz  Body  Co.,  Akron,  will  engage  in 
the  manufacture  of  automobile  bodies.  A  large 
addition  to  the  present  plant  will  be  erected 
for  this  purpose. 

The  Swiss  mile  measures  some  9,150  yards. 
It  is  as  well  to  remember  these  figures  .when 
you  are  touring  that  way,  and  having  lost 
yourself  are  told  that  to  So-and-So  it  is  "only 
two  or  three  miles." 


the  War  Department  as  an  engine  of  war  be- 
haves in  the  manner  of  the  Davis  New  York- 
to-San  Francisco  machine  even  the  Matanzas 
mule  may  hope  to  see  further  military  service. 


It  is  charged  that  the  Columbia,  S.  C, 
wheelwomem  .scorn  scant-skirted  cycle  cos- 
tumes, while  they  persist  in  riding  with  sad- 
dles too  low  and  handle-bars  too  high,  so 
that  while  many  ride,  few  are  graceful  in  ap- 
pearance. 


Ex-Senator  Pefifer  is  of  the  opinion  that 
cycling  is  not  a  proper  amusement  for 
American  women.  As  a  .matter  of  fact,  in  the 
opinion  of  this  distinguished  citizen  of  Kan- 
sas, the  only  proper  amusement  for  Americans 
is  that  of  raising  beards. 


One  Ward,  a  cycle  dealer,  has  been  arrested 
charged  with  mixing  the  explosive  compound 
which  blew  up  a  Cleveland  street  car.  No 
love  has  ever  been  lost  between  street  car  and 
cycle,  but  this  is  the  first  time  mutual  dislike 
ever  reached  the  blowing-up  point. 


If  that  automobile  which  is  to  be  tested  by 


After  considerable  experience  in  handling 
a  cheaply  made  wheel  which  bore  a  high- 
sounding  iname  the  disgusted  agent  wrote  to 
the  miakers  and  suggested  that  the  name  O'f  the 
machine  be  changed  to  Boomerang  because 
it  was  sure  to  come  back  to  the  man  who 
sold  it. 


The  veteran  wheelman  is  either  a  "has 
been"  or  a  "used-to-think-he-was."  There 
is  no  half-way  house.  If  he  has  he  has,  and 
if  he  'hasn't  he  has,  so  it  is  just  the  same.  No 
one  ever  yet  ran  across  the  veteran  rider 
who  confessed  to  being  a  nonentity  right 
through  his  career! 


For  a  thoroughly  reliable  dose  of  excite- 
ment there  is  nothing  to  equal  the  meeting  of 
a  cross-eyed  wheelwoman  when  she  is  riding 
in  the  middle  of  the  road — or  thinks  she  is.  At 
such  times  there  is  a  delicious  uncertainty 
whether  you  will  give  vent  to  a  sigh  of  relief 
or  figure  in  a  coroner's  inquest. 


It  has  been  said  that  out  of  the  mouths  of 
babes  and  sucklings  cometh  forth  wisdom, 
and  we  certainly  think  that  the  juvenile  who 
defined  a  philosopher  as  "a  man  who  rode  a 
philosopede"  was  wise  in  his  generation.  The 
propulsion  of  the  bicycle  is  one  of  the  ele- 
ments in  the  creed  of  true  philosophy. 


Tonawanda,  N.  Y.,  has  a  cycle  police 
"squad"  of  one;  the  "squad"  has  been  ac- 
cused of  teaching  cycling  with  the  city's  bi- 
cycle as  the  practice  machine.  All  of  which 
causes  the  local  editor  to  observe:  "Indigna- 
tion is  rife  throughout  the  village  over  the 
entire  matter,  and  it  is  possible  that  the  Board 
will  be  asked  to  prohibit  this  practice." 
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QUALITY.         SEASON  of         CAPACITY. 

The  Best  in  the  World.         1900.  1,000  Pairs  Per  Day. 


FINISH. 

Of  Undoubted 

Superiority. 


OUR  LINE: 

Single^Piece  Only 


in 


Patented 


Plain  Varnish, 
Enamels,  Stripes 
and  Stains. 


See  That   Joint? 
It  holds  INDEPENDENT  OF  GLUE. 


WRITE  US 
FOR  SAMPLES. 


K.  &  C.  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  Ayer,  Mass. 


Kindly   mention  The  Wheel. 
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August  31, 


BACK   NUMBERS. 


When   and  Where  the   "Tirst   Bicycle"   Was   and 
Was  Not  Seen. 

The  Pope  recently,  in  granting  permission 
to  priests  to  use  bicycles,  took  occasion  to 
announce  that  the  wheel  was  invented  by 
Abbe  Painton,  who  used  it  in  1845.  E.  R. 
Shipton,  secretary  of  the  Cyclists'  Touring 
Club,  asserts  that  the  first  machine  was  in- 
vented by  a  Scotchman  in  1846.  Another 
cycling  historian  asserts  that,  strictly  speak- 
ing, no  one  invented  the  bicycle — "it  just 
growed,"  the  bicycle  being  the  developed  re- 
sult of  a  long  series  of  mechanical  contriv- 
ances for  the  acceleration  of  individual  mo- 
tion, and  its  beginnings  are  of  older  date  than 
many  people  imagine. 

In  August,  1665,  John  Evelyn,  on  his  way 
back  to  London  from  his  home  at  Wot.ton, 
called  at  Durdano,  near  Epsom,  and  after- 
ward noted  in  his  diary  that  he  had  found  Dr. 
Wilkins,  Sir  William  Petty  and  Mr.  Hooke 
"contriving  chariots,  new  rigging  for  ships,  a 
wheel  for  one  to  run  races  in,  and  other  me- 
chanical inventions.  Perhaps  three  such  per- 
sons together  were  not  to  be  found  elsewhere 
in  Europe  for  parts  and  ingenuity."  What 
was  this  wheel  in  which  one  could  run  races? 
It  is  impossible  now  to  say,  but  the  descrip- 
tion is  curiously  suggestive  of  some  contriv- 
ance of  the  cycling  kind. 

Another  one  hundred  years  were  to  pass 
before  anything  resembling  the  modern  cycle 
was  to  be  invented.  The  first  velocipedes,  as 
they  were  so  long  called,  appear  to  have  been 
made  in  France.  In  the  "Journal  de  Paris," 
of  July  27,  1779,  there  is  an  account  of  a  ve- 
locipede invented  by  MM.  Blanchard  and 
Magurier,  which  seems  to  have  been  a  clumsy 
affair  of  four  wheels,  carrying  two  people  and 
very  heavy  to  work.  This  invention  was  a 
false  start.  No  one  followed  it  up  or  im- 
proved upon  it,  and  no  further  attempt  in 
this  direction  was  made  for  some  thirty  or 
forty  years.  Then  appeared  the  "dandy 
horse,"  upon  which  our  fatliers  and  great- 
grandfathers disported  themselves  gaily,  albeit 
at  times  a  trifle  laboriously,  for  a  brief  season. 
When  the  crank  was  first  invented,  or  who 
invented  it,  is  not  by  any  means  certain.  The 
date  must  have  been  early  in  the  present  cen- 
tury, tut  who  first  hit  upon  it  is  quite  unknown. 
It  was  possibly  first  attached  to  a  three-wheel 
machine. 


Follow  the  Leader. 

The  judge  of  a  police  court  in  a  western 
city  was  learning  to  ride  the  bicycle  and  pro- 
gressing very  well.  On  his  third  road  ride  he 
essayed  to  go  down  a  hill  that  was  noted  for 
its  steepness.  He  did  not  try  to  coast,  but  he 
lost  his  pedals  and,  being  unprovided  with  a 
brake,  he  descended  the  hill  at  the  rate  of 
something  mighty  near  forty  miles  an  hour. 
It  gave  his  nervous  system  a  shock,  and  he 
turned  on  a  cross  road  when  he  had  again  se- 
cured control  of  'his  machine  and  wheeled  it 
home.     The  next  morning,  among  other  cul- 


prits who  were  brought  before  him  was  a 
youngster  charged  with  scorching. 

"So  you  have  been  violating  the  speed  ordi- 
nance, young  man,"  said  the  judge,  sternly. 
"Don't  you  know  that  this  is  very  reprehensi- 
ble?   What  have  you  got  to  say  for  yourself?" 

"Well,  judge,"  said  the  youngster,  tremu- 
lously, "I  really  didn't  mean  to  do  anything 
wrong,  but  an  old  gray-headed  gentleman  was 
coasting  down  Madison  street  hill  and  I 
wanted  to  see  what  became  of  him  after  he 
struck  the  bottom.  Honest,  I  thought  he 
would  be  broken  in  fifty  pieces,  and  I  was 
going  along  to  help  him  when  the  'cop' 
stopped  me  and  arrested  me." 

The  judge  cleared  his  throat  and  looked 
wisely  at  the  ceiling. 

"Well,  well,"  said  he,  "seeing  this  is  your 
first  offense,  I  guess  we  will  let  you  off.  But 
be  careful,  my  boy,  how  you  follow  gray- 
headed  men  who  do  foolish  things." 

When  the  boy  got  outside,  where  he  could 
speak  in  a  stage  whisper  to  his  father,  he  said 
he  believed  the  gray-headed  man  was  the 
judge  himself,  and  the  judge  told  his  friends 
that  night  that  he  never  realized  how  narrow 
his  escape  had  been  until  the  boy  told  him  he 
was  going  on  an  errand  of  mercy  to  pick  up 
the  pieces. 


In  Old  Olean. 

Your  average  country  editor  is  prone  to  be 
an  iconoclast;  th-e  ome  in  Olean,  N.  Y.,  is  no 
exception  to  this  rule,  as  the  following  item 
plainly  shows : 

"The  city  dads  voted  last  evening  to  buy  a 
bicycle  for  use  by  the  police  department.  When 
the  imachine  arrives  at  'headquarters'  it  will 
be  escorted  to  a  vacant  lot  on  the  west  side 
by  Chief  Allen,  where  he  will  proceed  to  break 
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IN.  B  —On  hand  4,000  cycles 
bought  right.    See  us. 

Kindly  mention  Tlie  Wlieel. 


it — into  the  service  of  the  police  department 
of  the  city  of  Olean.  He  will  first  lay  it  on 
the  ground  and  read  over  the  note  book  full 
of  hints  on  'How  I  Learned  tO'  Ride,'  given 
him  by  Mayor  Strong.  Having  stored  these 
in  his  mind  he  will  proceed  to  put  them  into 
practice,  and  when  the  machine  is  under  thor- 
ough police  control  the  chief  will  ride  to  the 
city  hall.  If  he  is  able  to  steer  it  with  sufficient 
success,  the  line  of  march  will  be  to  the  city 
hall,  where  the  parade  will  disband,  the  ma- 
chine going  one  way  and  the  chief  another." 


Everything  Stopped. 

"This  thing  has  got  to  stop." 

The  strong  man  quivered  with  ill-suppressed 
rage;  he  spoke  quietly  yet  fiercely;  his  set  jaws 
and  glaring  eye  showed  desperate  determina- 
tion; his  fingers  clinched  convulsively;  the 
brake  did  its  duty  and  the  thing  did  stop — 
and  after  sailing  for  about  forty  feet  over  the 
handle-bars  and  describing  a  whole  geometry 
full  of  parabolas,  tangents,  cones,  triangles 
and  hypothenuses  on  the  rocky  hillside,  the 
strong  man  stopped  too — ^his  pedals  had  got- 
ten away  from  him  down  a  steep  grade. 


TO     CAHFOBNIA    VIA    THE     MIDLAND 
ROUTE. 

Every  Friday  niglit,  at  10.35  p.  m.,  a  tVirough  Tour- 
ist Car  for  San  Francisco,  carrying  first  and  second 
class  passengers,  leaves  the  Cfiicago,  Milwaukee  & 
St.  Paul  "Railway  Union  Passenger  Station,  Chicago, 
via  Omaha,  Colorado  Springs  and  Salt  Lake  City 
(with  stop-over  privileges  at  Salt  Lake  City),  for  all 
points  in  Colorado,  Utah,   Nevada  and  California. 

The  Tourist  Car  berth  rate  from  Chicago  to  San 
Francisco  is  only  $6,  and  the  sleeping  car  berths 
should  'be  reserved  a  few  days  in  advance  of  de- 
parture  of   train. 

Through  tickets  and  sleeping  car  accommodations 
can  be  secured  from  any  agent  in  the  east,  or  by 
applying  at  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Depot 
or  City  Ticket  Offices  in  Chicago. 

iSend  for  our  free  illustrated  California  folders.  Ad- 
dress Geo.  H.  Heaflord,  General  Passenger  Agent, 
Chicago  111.,  or  W.  S.  Howell,  General  Eastern  Pas- 
senger Agent,  381  Broadway,  New  York. 


GOING  WEST? 

If  you  are,  inquire  of  your  nearest  ticket  agent 
about  rates  via  the  Nickel  Plate  Road,  the  short  line 
between  Buffalo  and  Chicago.  Many  improvements 
have  been  made  during  the  past  few  years.  New  and 
elegantly  upholstered  coaches,  vestibuled  sleeping  cars, 
and  powerful  locomotives  have  been  added  to  the 
equipment,  and  substantial  structures  of  steel  and 
stone  have  replaced  the  old  bridges,  heavier  rails  and 
ties  have  been  laid,  and  the  road  now  stands  at 
the  front  of  the  best  roads  in  the  country.  The  rates, 
however,  still  remain  lower  than  via  other  lines. 

If  your  ticket  agent  cannot  give  you  all  the  informa- 
tion desired,  address  F.  J.  Moore,  Gen'l  Agent,  Nickel 
Plate  Road,  291  Main  St.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
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AN  EXCELLENT  STATEMENT  OF  THE 

CONDITION  OF  AUTOMOBILISM  IN  FRANCE. 


Every  person  interested  in  aiatomobilism  should  read  the  following  letter  from  The  Wheel's  regular  Paris 
correspondent.  He  is  fitted  by  nativity  and  experience  to  write  from  a  non-resident  point  of  view,  and  in 
this  letter,  as  in  the  one  printed  last  week,  he  reveals  the  conditions  very  clearly. 


Paris,  Aug.  22. 

MOTOR  cycling  is  going  ahead  in  a  style 
that  no  one  could  have  looked  forward 
to  a  couple  of  years  ago. 

At  that  time  there  was  only  one  firm  in  the 
trade  turning  out  a  good  light  motor,  and 
these  people  naturallyvwanted  to  keep  their 
monopoly.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  talk 
about  the  validity  of  the  patents,  which  gave 
to  the  aforesaid  firm  the  exclusive  right  to 
manufacture  vertical  single  motors,  with  air- 
cooling  ribs. 

The  cycle  makers  who  wanted  to  go  into  the 
business  themselves  winked  at  these  preten- 
sions and  said  nasty  things  about  anticipated 
patents,  which  had  become  public  property, 
and  so  forth,  and  remarked  that  the  cooling 
ribs  or  flanges  had  been  used  many  years  ago, 
while  as  to  the  electrical  ignition,  there  were 
more  ways  of  killing  a  cat  than  by  choking 
it  with  butter. 

The  Gladiator  Cycle  Co.  showed  its  con- 
tempt of  these  patents  by  building  motors 
upon  exactly  the  same  system  as  the  De  Dion. 
Count  De  Dion  threatened  to  bring  an  action 
for  infringement  if  they  did  not  desist,  but 
when  he  found  that  the  threats  had  no  efifect, 
he  simply  let  the  matter  drop. 

De  Dion's  Supremacy  in  Motors. 

In  this  way  he  proved  himself  to  be  a  wise 
man,  for  the  count  saw  that  the  question  of 
patents  was  of  very  little  importance  to  him, 
as  he  had  such  a  standing  trade  that  he  could 
afford  to  laugh  at  competition. 

Experience  had  shown  that  excellence  of 
manufacture  was  of  considerably  more  value 
than  the  possession  of  patents,  and  he  was 
so  well  equipped  for  turning  out  well-built 
motors  at  a  low  price  that  none  of  his  rivals 
could  make  any  headway  against  him.  Even 
the  enterprising  Gladiator  Company  had  to 
drop  the  De  Dion  motors  because  they  found 
they  could  not  build  them  well  enough  to  give 
entirely  satisfactory  results. 

Tlie  Renaux  Motor. 

Since  then  the  conditions  of  the  motor  c-cle 
industry  have  changed.  No  end  of  new  light 
air-cooled    motors    are    'being    brought    out, 


nearly  all  of  them  built  on  much  the  same 
pattern.  The  Astor  motor  is  coming  rapidly 
to  the  front,  and  the  Renaux  engine,  a  hori- 
zontal m'otor  of  a  more  powerful  type  than  the 
ordinary  2J  horse-power  motor,  carried  ofif 
honors  in  the  late  Paris-Saint  Malo  race. 
Perfection  in  all  of  these  engines  is  of  very 
small  growth,  as  it  takes  a  long  time  to  im- 
prove the  many  small  constructive  details 
that  at  first  give  trouble,  tut  some  of  the  new 
motors  are  already  giving  good  results,  and 
I  should  not  be  surprised  if  the  motor  cycle 
of  the  early  future  shows  a  big  improvement 
upon  the  present  types. 

Automobile  Bicycles. 

There  is  not  only  a  greater  choice  in  new 
motors,  but  also  in  the  machines  themselves. 

For  a  long  time  the  front  steering  tricycle 
was  the  only  practical  machine  on  the  mar- 
ket, but  now  inventors  are  giving  their  at- 
tention to  bicycles,  though  I  doubt  whether 
they  can  ever  be  a  great  success.  Many  years 
ago  we  had  the  Hildebrand-Wolfmuller  bicy- 
cle, and  the  still  more  complicated  Millet  bi- 
cycle, with  the  four-cj'linder  motor  revolving 
with  the  driving  wheel  on  the  rear  axle,  but 
these  ingenious  devices  are  now  merely  cur- 
iosities that  will  no  doubt  some  day  find  them- 
selves in  a  museum. 

Since  they  were  built,  little  has  been  done 
in  the  way  of  motor  bicycles  until  the  appear- 
ance of  the  Werner  motorcyclette,  which  has 
a  motor  on  the  steering  'head,  the  power  being- 
transmitted  by  a  leather  belt  to  a  pulley  on  the 
front  wheel. 

In  the  earlier  types  the  gas  mixture  was 
fired  by  incandescence,  so  that  the  rider  had 
the  benefit  of  the  fumes  right  under  his  nose, 
which  was  not  particularly  pleasant  on  a  sul- 
try day.  In  the  new  tricycle  the  gases  are 
fired  by  electricity. 

The  latest  bicycle  out  is  the  Pernoo,  which 
resembles  the  Werner  system,  except  that  the 
m.otor  is  carried  on  an  elongated  frame  at  the 
back  of  the  rear  wheel,  and  the  transmission  is 
exactly  the  same. 

The  only  advantage  of  the  motor  bicycles  is 
that  they. are  lighter  and  cheaper  than  the  tri- 


cycles, but,  on  the  other  hand,  they  are  not 
nearly  so  fast,  and  are  far  from  being  as  com- 
fortable. 

When  a  man  goes  in  for  motor  cycling  he 
likes  to  have  a  machine  that  will  travel  fast 
and  can  be  attached  to  a  trailer  for  carrying 
one  or  two  persons,  and  it  is  for  this  reason 
that  the  motor  bicycle  will  never  enjoy  much 
favor. 

The  Furore  in  Racing. 

Motor  cycle  racing  is  becoming  almost  as 
popular  as  the  pastime,  and  this  is  saying  a 
good  deal  when  it  is  seen  to  what  extent  peo- 
ple are  going  in  for  the  motor  wheel. 

If  the  petroleum  tricycle  continues  to  make 
the  progress  it  is  doing  at  present,  the  ordin- 
ary safety  bicycle  will  have  to  look  to  its 
laurels. 

■Nearly  all  the  tracks  in  the  country  have  had 
to  be  closed,  owing  to  the  decline  of  cycle  rac- 
ing, and  owners  are  now  hoping  'to  retrieve 
their  fortunes  with  the  motor  cycle. 

O'n  Sunday  there  was  a  race  from  Paris 
to  Lille,  promoted  'by  the  owner  of  the  velo- 
drome in  the  latter  town,  and  the  distance  of 
162  miles  was  covered  by  the  professional 
rider,  Baras,  in  the  remarkable  time  of 
5.18.35. 

Automobile  Club  to  Control. 

Racing,  both  with  motor  cycles  and  with 
motor  cars,  is  carried  on  all  through  the  sea- 
son, and  the  events  are  so  numerous  that  the 
Automobile  Club  has  decided  to  take  the  sport 
under  complete  control,  and  has  appointed  a 
sporting  commission,  which  has  just  drawn  up 
a  code  of  rules  under  which  all  motor  cycle 
and  motor  car  races  are  henceforth  to  be  or- 
ganized. 

Opinion  has  been  so  much  divided  as  to 
the  value  of  motor  car  racing  that  it  is  inter- 
esting to  find  the  sporting  commission  pro- 
nouncing in  its  favor,  because  the  races  are  of 
distinct  value  to  the  automobile  industry, 
subject  to  their  being  organized  in  such  a  way 
as  to  secure  regular  results. 

In  races  which  are  run  off  in  one  stage 
this  is  easy  enough,  but  when  spread  over  sev- 
eral days  the  difficulties  augment  considerably. 
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In    the   latter  case   the    commission    suggests  able  to  proclaim  any  race  and  take  such  meas- 

that  the  races  shall  be  organized  on  the  fol-  ures  as  may  be  in  the  interest  of  automobile 

lowing  lines:     On  the  first  day  the  cars  shall  racing. 

be  started  at  regular  intervals  in  their  order  International  Challenge    Cup. 

of  entry,   and  at  the  end   of  each   stage   they  a          „  ^i      i  •             t-                ^     •     n    i     ..„ 

•''               .                                             .  .  Among  the  big  sporting  events  is  likely  to 

shall  be  placed  in  a  yard,  under  supervision,  i,    •     i    i   j                   i           r            ■    t         j.-        i 
'                       ■'       '                   ^               'be  included  an  annual  race  for  an  international 

so   that   the  competitors    will   not  be   able    to  ,    ,,  „       „,  ^       ,  •  ,    ,  ^^  k„„„  „fl:„,.„j  u     t-u^ 

^  challenge  cup,  which  has  been  ottered  by  the 

carry  out  repairs.  Automobile  Club  of  Great  Britain.     As  racing 

As,  however,  the  best  car  in  the  world  will  ;^  prohibited  in  England,  the  event  will  have 

not  run  a  hundred  miles  or  so  without  needed  ^^  ^^  ^^^,^  ^^  ^^^^,^^  ^j^^  patronage  of  the  A. 

attention,   such   as   inspecting   the   machinery,  ^    p_     ^j^^   ^^.^^^  ^j  ^,^^   g^^jj^j^  ^^^^   .^  ^^ 

lubricating   and   filling   the    tanks,   some    time  i    •        j.        ^t,             i                   :  -rr         u        j  c 

°                    '^                     '  bring  together  motor  cars  of  French  and  for- 

should  be   allowed   for   these   operations,   but  ^.^^  ^^j^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^  ^j,^^  ^j  ^^^^^  comparison 

no  repairs  should  be  permitted  while  the  cars  ^^  ^,^^.^.  ,,3^^,^;^^  „,,,.its,  and  the  Internation- 

are   m  the  yard,  because  it  ,s  obvious  that  if  ^^j  challenge  Cup  is  likely  to  become  as  im- 

a  competitor  is  able  to  carry  out  repairs  be-  p^^^^^^^  ^^   ^^,^,^^  ^^^   ^,^^    America    Cup    is   in 

tween  the  stages,  a  car  which  constantly  needs  y^,^^,^-,,^      ^  „,3y  be  that  the  first  run  for. the 

tinkering  up  would  arrive  ,n  as  good  a  condi-  ^^^^  ^jjj  ^^  ^.^^^^  ^^  ^^^-^^^  ^^^  p^^j^   ^^^.^._ 

tion   as  a  vehicle  which   did   not  require   any  ^.^^  ^^^^  y^^^_     j^  j^  ^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^ 

repairs  at  all.  Thus  the  commission  suggests  American  cars  will  be  sent  over  to  compete, 
that  for  the  maintenance  of  cars  the  competi- 
tors should  be  allowed  an  hour  after  entering  Electric  Cabs  railed  in  Paris. 
the  yard,  and  half  an  hour  or  so  before  start-  The  electric  cabs  in  Paris  have  been  a  dead 
ing,  while  the  time  spent  in  repairs  is  included  failure.  This  has  come  as  a  surprise  to  most 
in  the  official  time  of  the  race.  At  each  stage  of  us,  because  they  started  well,  and  it  looked 
the  cars  are  sent  off  in  the  order  in  which  they  as  if  they  would  rapidly  make  their  way  into 
arrived  the  previous  day,  and  the  times  are  the  favor  of  the  public.  But  the  Parisians 
taken  by  official  timekeepers,  who  are  ap-  never  got  a  chance  to  get  used  to  the  electric 
pointed  by  the  sporting  com'mission  of  the  cabs.  The  company  promised  to  put  a  thous- 
Automobile  dub.  and  on  the  streets,  but  we  never  had  more 
Rules  have  also  been  drawn  up  for  records  than  twenty,  as  it  was  found  that  the  capacity 
on  the  track  and  road,  and  these  are  much  the  of  the  batteries  was  not  sufficient  to  enable 
same  as  those  regulating  ordinary  cycle  rec-  the  cabs  to  run  more  than  twenty  miles  with  a 
ords.  The  importance  of  these  regulations  single  charge.  The  company  lost  more  than 
lies  in  the  fact  that  the  Automobile  Club  will  $200,000  in  the  experiment,  and  they  have  con- 
henceforth  have  supreme  control  over  the  sequently  withdrawn  the  cabs  from  public  ser- 
sport  in  France,  and  the  commission  will  be  vice  and  are  hiring  them  out  privately. 

^,_,-,_,......M,-....-.-....~.~.-.-.-.~.-.............-..-....-.-...«"»-.-.-.~.-.-.-».i...-.-....-.-..-.-.-.".~.-.".~.-..-.-.-.-.-.".-..4> 

I    THAT  CANADIAN  COMBINATION.    ! 

i  ? 

i  » 

^.-._.„.„.„...-.„,„.....-...-....„.-........-.„....-....-....~.-.......-.-.-....*,-....-....-.-^..-.-.-....................^ 

CANADIAN  investors  ^have  'been  invited  M'fg.  Co.,  H.  A.  Lozier  &  Co.  and  Goold  Bi- 
to  become  shareholders  in  the  Canadian  cycle  Co. 
bicycle  combine.  This  invitation  has  been  The  absorption  includes  the  plants,  patents, 
extended  by  means  of  large  newspaper  ad-  etc.,  of  all  the  concerns,  and  the  real  estate 
vertisements,  satisfying  in  their  lucidity.  The  of  the  Lozier  and  Goold  concerns, 
public  has  been  asked  to  buy  two-thirds  of  About  1,700  men  are  employed  by  the  com- 
the  $3,000,000  of  7  per  cent  cumulative  pre-  bined  concerns.  Their  outputs  "for  the  past 
fcrred  stock.  Of  the  remaining  $1,000,000  year"  aggregated  38,500  bicycles.  Twice  that 
half  has  been  subscribed  for  by  certain  of  the  number  can  be  produced  with  a  slightly  ad- 
directors,  for  cash,  and  half  will  be  held  for  ditional  outlay  for  tools.  Each  of  the  ab- 
future    operations.  sorbed  concerns   has  agreed   not  to  compete 

iCanadian  Cycle  &  .Motor  Co.,  Ltd.,  is  the  with  the  combine,  "for  long  periods  of  years." 

name.       There    are    60,000    shares,    half    pre-  An  auditors'  report,  dated  August  28,  shows 

fcrred,    half    common,     each    half    valued   at  the    combined    net    profits    of    the    bought-in 

$3,000,000;  total,   $6,000,000.  concerns,  as  follows: 

W.  E.  H.  Massey,  president  of  the  Massey-      ^^^^^  ...$190,914.02 

Harris    Co.,    is    president;    Hon.    George    A.       1S97-8   304,907.03 

Cox,  president  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce,      ^^^^'^  330,115.35 

is    vice-president.     Both    are    directors.     The  It  is  distinctly  announced  that  the  methods 

other  directors  are:  necessary   to    conserve   the    individuality    and 

Hon.      Lyman      Melville     Jones,     general     manager  initiative    of   the   various    businesses— i.    e.,    ad- 

Aiassey-liarns    Co.,    1  oronto.  .    .                             .                 ,       ,  .      ,          - 

J.   W.    Flavelle,   managing  director  the   Wm.   Davies  VCrtlSing,   etc. — Will  not  be  hindered. 

^°WaJ;et'Y!"°Sopl°r;  of  Ahearn  &  Soper,  Ottawa.  Over  $1,000,000   working  capital   is   in   hand, 

E.    L.   Goold,   president  Goold   Bicycle   Co.,   Ltd.,  through   the   Sale    of   Stock  to    directors,    and 

Brantford.  ,                   .                        r      i                i                           r      t 

E.  R.  Thomas,  of  H.  A.  Lozier  &  Co.,  Toronto.  the  acquirement  of  the  cash  assets  of  the 
The  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce,  of  To-  various  concerns.  The  working  capital  will 
ronto,  is  the  company's  banker,  and  Ryck-  be  increased  by  the  further  sale  of  stock, 
man,  Kirkpatrick  &  Kcre  are  its  solicitors.  There  is  no  bonded  or  mortgage  debt. 
The  National  Trust  Co.,  Ltd.,  with  offices  in  Holders  of  preferred  shares  receive  a  fixed 
Toronto  and  Montreal,  is  the  transfer  agent  cumulative  dividend  of  7  per  cent  per  annum, 
and  registrar.  The  company's  head  office  is  from  date  of  payment  for  stock.  Holders  of 
in  Toronto.  preferred  stock  also  have  the  right  to  priority 
The  company  is  to  be  incorporated  under  in  repayment  of  capital.  The  probable  inter- 
the  Ontario  Companies'  act,  to  acquire  as  go-  est-earning  capacity  of  the  common  stock  is 
ing  concerns  the  businesses  of  the  Massey-  not  stated.  A  dividend  pie  will  be  cut  semi- 
Harris  Co.,  Welland-Vale  Mfg.  Co.,  Gendron  annually,  May   1   and  November   1   probably. 


Once  a  year,  after  the  7  per  cent  interest 
on  preferred  stock  has  been  paid,  25  per 
cent  of  net  earnings  will  be  transferred  to  a 
reserve  account,  which  shall  be  used  to  in- 
sure the  payment  of  the  7  per  cent  on  pre- 
ferred stock.  A  reserve  account  of  $500,0(10 
will  be  accumulated.  Applied  to  the  net  in- 
come of  the  year  1898-9,  this  would  mean 
using  $175,000  to  pay  7  per  cent  on  the  pre- 
ferred stock;  $38,778.86  to  reserve  account; 
$116,336.49  for  interest  (about  4  per  cent)  on 
common   stock. 

Chartered  accountants  will  regularly  audit 
the  books,  and  the  stock  will  be  listed  upon 
the  Toronto  and  Montreal  stock  exchanges. 
Subscription  for  the  preferred  stock  was 
begun  in  Toronto  and  Montreal  yesterday 
(Wednesday)   by   the   National   Trust  Co. 

Automobiles  are  considered  important  by 
the  Canadian  bicycle  manufacturers.  Their 
prospectus  states  the  intention  to  make  mo- 
tors and  motor  vehicles.  "This  branch  of 
business,"  says  the  prospectus,  "is  a  natural 
outgrowth  of  the  bicycle  industry,  and  is  be- 
lieved to  ofifer  a  profitable  investment  for  the 
capital  and  the  large  and  successful  exper- 
ience in  manufacturing  which  this  company 
will  command." 


WILL  TRY  AGAIN. 


Effort    to     Dispose     of     What     Is     Left     in 

tiie     Worcester     Tangle 

Fails. 

Worcester,  Mass.,  Sept.  2. — The  sale  of  the 
plant  of  the  Worcester  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.  an- 
nounced for  yesterday  by  the  United  States 
Court  failed.  The  property  was  offered  in  two 
parcels,  the  first  consisting  of  nearly  four 
acres  of  land  and  buildings,  together  with  a 
quantity  of  machinery,  apparatus,  tools,  ap- 
pliances and  other  property  used  in  the  oper- 
ation of  the  plant,  and  the  second  of  several 
machines  and  other  tools  used  by  the  com- 
pany. 

Owing  to  the  inability  of  the  auctioneer  to 
obtain  a  single  bid  on  the  first  parcel  the  sale 
was  called  off.  The  second  parcel  of  per- 
sonal property,  consisting  of  two  screw  ma- 
chines, an  upright  drill,  a  grinder  and  all 
other  property  not  claimed  by  the  assignee  in 
insolvency,  was  knocked  down  to  F.  B. 
Smith,  representing  Austin  Weidenfeld,  of 
Lawson  &  Weidenfeld,  of  New  York,  for 
$225. 

Before  the  sale  it  was  announced  that  the 
incumbrances,  made  up  of  valid  liens  and 
mortgages,  amount  to  $100,734.43  in  addition 
to  the  taxes  assessed  in  May,  1899,  amounting 
to  $2,488,  were  to  be  taken  by  the  purchaser, 
who  would  further  be  subject  to  all  other 
valid  claims  and  also  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  court.  No  bid  of  less  than  $25,000  over 
and  above  the  incumbrances  was  to  be  con- 
sidered. No  bid  being  made  upon  the  first 
parcel  the  sale  was  postponed  until  such  time 
as  the  court  may  authorize  another.  The 
court  will  probably  name  a  lower  figure  now. 


"Idle  Gossip,"  President   Overman  Says. 

As  a  result  of  a  recent  spread-eagle  an- 
nouncement by  a  contemporary  that  the 
Overman  Wheel  Co.  was  in  "a  crisis  at 
Chicopee,"  and  a  lot  more  of  the  same  kind 
of  stuff.  President  O.  H.  Overman  has  sent 
a  letter  to  the  publication  wherein  he  says: 

"We  are  placed  in  a  position  of  being 
obliged  to  write  to  inquirers  and  say  that 
your  article  in  the  last  'Bicycling  World'  is 
simply  idle  gossip,  wholly  unauthorized." 


1899. 


MOTOR-CYCLE  CHANCE 

IN  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


"I  am  surprised  that  a  retail  de^iot  for  auto- 
mobile vehicles  of  the  smaller  tj'pes  has  not 
been  opened  in  New  York  City.  Charron  has 
made  a  great  success  of  the  plan  in  Paris. 
He  had  charge  of  the  Humber  retail  depot 
there,  and  quickly  applied  the  same  idea  to  the 
automobile  when  he  saw  the  possibilities  of 
that  vehicle.  What  he  has  done  for  the  larger 
vehicles  has  been  done  by  others  for  the 
smaller,  or  bicycle  type,  and  from  what  I 
know  of  the  automobile  situation  in  this 
■country,  I  am  confident  that  it  is  ripe  for 
enterprise  of  this  sort." 

Thus  spoke  Monsieur  L.  Pinchon,  repre- 
sentative of  a  big  Parisian  importing  firm, 
during  a  recent  call  at  the  office  of  The 
Wheel.  "I  know  that  one  of  your  bicycle 
manufacturers  is  pushing  the  smaller  vehi- 
cles," he  continued,  "but  they  should  do  it 
right  here  in  New  York  City,  and  if  possible 
their  prices  should  be  lower.  It  may  be  that 
the  import  duties  have  something  to  do  with 
the  present  high  prices  of  the  machines  this 


concern  are  marketing.  If  the  imports  are 
not  too  high,  it  would  pay  other  concerns  to 
enter  this  business  immediately  by  bringing 
complete  machines  from  France,  or  they 
could  import  the  motors  and  build  the  frames, 
wheels,   etc.,   on  this  side. 

"In  Paris,  as  you  know,  the  use  of  the 
smaller  automobiles  is  something  enormous. 
While  the  prices  of  machines  are  too  high 
for  all  riders  of  bicycles,  they  are  still  more 
moderate  than  the  prices  I  see  here,  and 
automobilism  has  become  very  widespread 
indeed.  Many  young  and  comparatively 
wealthy  Americans  visit  Paris,  and  I  am  very 
sure  that  retail  depots  in  this  city  would  at- 
tract many  of  them.  They  see  us  ride  and 
Lhey  come  back  full  of  enthusiasm.  Sell  to 
them,  and  they  will  quickly  enthuse  others. 
I  see  a  great  market  here  for  these  machines, 
and  am  really  much  surprised  that  some  enter- 
prising concern  has  not  already  adopted  the 
idea  which  I  suggest,  the  opening  of  a  retail 
depot  in  the  upper  part  of  this  city." 


THE  ANTI-A.  B.  C.  COMBINE. 


Last  week  rumor  had  it  that  Mr.  Remppis, 
of  Reading,  had  gone  to  Buffalo  to  explam 
to  other  "outside"  manufacturers  a  plan  of 
his  for  combining  the  concerns  not  now  in 
the  A.  B.  C.  Rumor  scheduled  the  meeting 
for  Monday. 

Inquiries  in  Buffalo  showed  nothing  except 
that  the  George  N.  Pierce  Company  had  been 
invited  to  join  the  movement  and  had  con- 
cluded not  to.  Other  manufacturers,  from 
Reading,  Milwaukee,  Toledo  and  Chicago,  did 
meet  later  in  the  week,  not  in  Buffalo,  but  in 
Chicago;  and  the  prime  mover  is  said  to  be 
not  Remppis,  but  Roger  B.  McMullen,  the 
well-known  manufactin-ers'  agent,  whose  head- 
quarters are  in  Chicago,  with  a  New  York 
branch. 

The  A.  B.  C.  capital  is  $40,000,000,  and  its 
estimated  capacity  600,000  wheels.     The  plan 


accredited  to  Mr.  McMullen  is  to  capitalize 
a  new  combine  at  $1,500,000;  capacity,  300,- 
000  machines,  the  participants  to  accept  stock 
for  their  properties,  and  form  an  offensive  and 
defensive  combine  against  the  A.  B.  C. 

One  of  the  attractive  features  of  the  plan, 
it  was  pointed  out  by  the  promoter,  was  the 
great  difference  between  the  possible  earning 
capacity  and  the  small  capital  upon  which 
dividends  would  have  to  be  paid. 

So  far,  it  seems,  most  of  those  approached 
in  the  matter  are  inclined  to  go  very  slow. 

Mr.  McMullen  is  now  absent  from  Chicago, 
and  will  be  for  another  week,  presumably  to 
push  this  plan.  There  is  this  to  be  said  about 
Mr.  McMullen:  He  is  a.  man  of  iron.  He 
has  been  a  continuous  success  as  a  merchant 
on  broad  lines.  He  will  not  be  lost  in  any 
commercial  shuffle. 


HEAPS  OF  TROUBLE. 


Suits   and    Counter   Suits    Pile    Up    on   a   Pedal 
Company. 

Rochester,  Sept.  1. — The  Rochester  Pedal 
Co.,  against  which  several  judgments  have 
been  taken  recently,  and  whose  establishment 
on  Mill  street  was  closed  by  the  sheriff  a  few 
days  ago,  is  likely  to  get  into  a  sea  of  liti- 
gation. Its  property  has  been  sold  by  Dep- 
uty Sheriff  Salyerds,  on  an  execution  issued 
on  a  judgment  for  $1,600.  The  purchaser 
•was  the  Machinists'  Supply  Co.,  0:f  State 
street. 

Just  prior  to  the  sale  Lynn  Bros.,  attorneys, 
filed  a  petition  in  the  District  iCourt,  asking 
that  the  Rochester  Pedal  Co.  be  adjudged  a 
bankrupt.  Lynn  Bros,  represented  five  cred- 
itors, whose  claims  aggregate  over  $500.  They 
are  the  Rochester  Plating  Co.,  Merchants' 
Bank,  Clark  Novelty  Co.,  Bettys  &  Mabbett 
Co.  and  Patric  &  Snyder.  If  these  creditors 
succeed  in  having  the   company  adjudged  a 


bankrupt,  each,  of  course,  will  receive  a  share 
of  its  assets. 

Attorney  William  F.  Lynn  was  present  at 
the  sale,  and  notified  the  sheriff  of  the  action 
he  had  taken,  and  asked  that  the  sale  be 
stopped.  When  the  property  was  sold,  he 
notified  the  purchaser  that  the  sale  would  be 
subject  to  his  claim.  Mr.  Lynn  stated  that 
he  would  apply  to  the  United  States  Court 
for  an  order  to  show  cause  why  the  sale  should 
not  be  set  aside,  and  at  the  same  time  ask  for 
a  temporary  injunction  restraining  anyone 
from    interfering   with   the   property. 


ilURO  CANNOT  SELL. 


After    Purchasing   a   Stock    He    Finds    (lis    Hands 
Tied. 

Upon  order  of  the  United  States  Court, 
notice  has  been  served  on  J.  W.  Hurd  re- 
straining him  from  selling  the  stock  of  the 
Rockford  (111.)  Cycle  Co. 


This  action  was  taken  following  a  petition 
filed  by  Attorneys  Kerr  &  Barr,  of  Chicago, 
representing  the  Chicago  Screw  Co.,  with 
claims  aggregating  $510,  asking  that  the  cycle 
company  be  declared  bankrupt. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  cycle  com- 
pany was  closed  by  the  sheriff  some  weeks 
ago  on  judgment  notes  held  by  officers  of  the 
company  and  a  local  bank.  It  was  subse- 
quently sold  at  sheriff's  sale,  J.  W.  Hurd 
being  the  purchaser.  Since  that  time  he  has 
spent  several  hundred  dollars  in  the  purchase 
of  parts  not  on  hand  necessary  for  the  con- 
struction of  wheels. 

It  was  Mr.  Hurd's  intention  to  continue  the 
business  next  season,  but  the  action  taken  to- 
day may  alter  his  plans.  Meanwiiile  Mr. 
Hurd  is  wondering  where  he  is  going  to  get 
back  the  money  he  has  invested. 


Cheney  Owns  Maumee. 

Toledo,  Sept.  4. — Common  Pleas  Court  to= 
day  approved  the  recent  sale  of  the  Maumee 
Cycle  Co.  to  F.  J.  Cheney,  for  $6,750.  The 
appraised  price  was  $8,200,  and  Cheney  bought 
the  plant  to  satisfy  a  judgment  for  the  price 
he  paid  as  above.  The  property  has  been  in 
the  hands  of  a  receiver  for  some  time  and  Mr. 
Cheney  has  no  intention  of  opening  same,  but 
holds  it  as  an  investment  and  for  sale.  The 
price  is  considered  low,  as  appraisement  was 
less  than  50  per  cent  actual  cost. 


Exports  Up  to  Date. 

Exports  of  cycles  and  parts  from  the  port 
of  New  York  for  week  ending  Sept.  5,  1899: 

Antwerp. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $60;  24  cases  bi- 
cycle material,  $650. 

Argentine  Republic. — 126  cases  bicycles, 
$13,868;  8  cases  bicycle  material,  $106. 

British  West  Indies. — 6  cases  bicycle  ma- 
terial,  $249. 

Brazil. — 7  cases  bicycles,  $390;  2  cases  bi- 
cycle material,  $36. 

Bremen.— 10  cases  bicycles,  $450;  2  cases 
bicycle  material,  $80. 

Cairo. — 1  case  bicycles,  $125. 

Cuba. — 15  cases  bicycles,  $641;  4  cases  bi- 
cycle material,  $432. 

Constantinople. — 1  case  bicycles,  $60. 

Copenhagen. — 18  cases  bicycles,  $657;  23 
cases  bicycle  material,  $718. 

Christiania. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $86. 

Glasgow. — 1  case  bicycles,  $138;  1  case  bi- 
cycle  material,   $6. 

Gothenburg. — 4  cases  bicycle  material,  $138. 

Hong  Kong. — 7  cases   bicycles,   $1,203. 

Havre. — 71  cases  bicycles,  $1,818;  15  cases 
bicycle  material,  $569. 

Liverpool. — 24  cases  bicycles,  $2,079;  6  cases 
bicycle   material,  $200. 

London.— 51  cases  bicycles,  $1,468;  22  cases 
bicycle  material,  $912. 

Mexico.— 1  case  bicycles,  $20;  7  cases  bicy- 
cle material,  $103. 

Newfoundland. — 1  case  bicycles,  $20;  11 
cases  bicycle  material,  i$175. 

Oporto. — 3  cases  bicycles,  $34;  2  cases  bicy- 
cle material,  $68. 

Southampton. — 30  cases  bicycles,  $770. 

Stockholm.— 12  cases  bicycles,  .$900;  1  case 
bicycle  material,  $5. 

St.  Petersburg. — 1  case  bicycle  material, 
$155. 

Trieste. — 4  cases  bicycles,  $175;  1  case  bicy- 
cle material,  $10. 

Uruguay. — 26  cases  bicycles,  $1,131. 

U.   S.   Colombia.— 3  cases  bicycles,  $85. 
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THE  H.  R.  MATTHEWS  MFG.  eO. 

SEYMOUR,  CONN.    U.  S.  A. 


We  have  these  for 
Flush  Joints. 


We  make  WHEEL  CUPS 
and  CONES,  HANGER  CUPS 
and  CONES.  CONNEC- 
TIONS both  FLUSH  and 
OUTSIDE  JOINTS. 

Send     us      blue-prints      or 
drawings  of  what  you  want. 

Adjastable  Head. 


^o.  1081. 


No.   1022^4. 

Flush  Joint.  Angle  68°. 
Made  from  one  piece  of  Sheet  Mi  el 


\i> 


Outside  diameter  of 
Branches  fit  I  J -4  inch 
curate  Angles.  Fur 
Caps.  If  ordered  in 
I  any  length  from  3  1-2 
any  angle  desired.  This 
Fork-Crowns   of    differ 


m 


I 


[«] 


La] 


\k^ 


g 


\kd 


Head      J    3-8    inch.    • 

t 
or  J  1-8  inch  tube.  Ac-    | 

nished  with  or  without    • 

i 

quantities  will  make  of    1 

inch  to  7  inch   and  of    i 

I 

Head   does  not   break,     g 
ent  patterns,  etc.,  etc.        • 


\k^ 


No.  1080. 


CATALOGUES 

NOW 

READY. 


Pat.  Aug.  10,  '97. 

No.  1025>^. 

With  Flush  Thimbles.     Fits  X  x  20. 
Angle  68°. 


Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 


La) 


tel 
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A  MISTAKE. 


IT  cannot  be  possible  that  the  bicycle  manufacturers  of  this 
country  understand  the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  na- 
tional export  exposition  and  international  commercial  con- 
gress, which  opens  in  Philadelphia  on  September  14  and  closes 
November  30.  If  the  failure  of  many  of  our  manufacturers 
to  exhibit  their  goods  in  this  exposition  is  due  to  the  lack  of 
information  concerning  it,  we  would  advise  immediate  applica- 
tion to  the  publicity  department  of  the  exposition  for  the  list 
of  foreign  merchants  who  will  attend,  and  for  other  details. 
It  may  not  be  too  late. 

These  makers  of  bicycles  will  exhibit: 

Acme   Manufacturing   Cortipany. 

Eagle  Bicycle  Company. 

Frazer   &  Jones   Company. 

H.  A.  Lozier  &  Co. 

Soudan    Manufacturing    Company. 

We  think  that  there  is  no  question  that  those  who  care  for 
export  trade,  and  who  have  not  arranged  to  exhibit  and  to 
personally  meet  the  foreign  delegates  at  Philadelphia,  will  in 
due  time  realize  that  they  have  made  a  serious  mistake. 

It  may  be  that  the  mistake  is  largely  that  of  the  exposi- 
tion managers.  If  they  have  prepared  any  special  matter  for 
publication  in  the  cycling  journals,  none  has  reached  The 
Wheel,  and  we  have  seen  none  elsewhere.  Wherever  the  in- 
competency may  be,  it  should  be  overcome  by  cycle  makers 
if  there  is  yet  time. 


WHEN  IT  BIRSTS? 


tidal  wave  of  amalgamation.  From  all  parts  of  the  country 
we  hear  of  alliances  in  all  the  departments  of  business.  The 
climax  appears  to  have  been  reached  by  one  deep  sea  thinker, 
who,  according  to  Wednesday's  New  York  papers,  has 
nothing  less  than  a  scheme  to  organize  a  universal  trust  and 
include  in  it  all  the  other  trusts. 

It  is  straws  like  this  which  point  out  the  possibility  of  this 
trust  movement  reaching  its  finality.  Men  who  think  on 
this  subject  have  not  come  to  any  final  conclusion  as  to  the 
ultimate  result  of  the  present  so-called  "industrial  movement." 
Many  are  inclined  to  believe  that  it  will  be  short-lived,  that  it  is 
factitious,  that  it  is  merely  the  unloading  of  many  factories  and 
many  businesses,  and  the  making  of  a  new  crop  of  millionaires, 
who  will,  upon  their  retirement,  leave  the  field  free  to  younger 
men.  Still  others  believe  that  the  trust  form  and  the  amal- 
gamation system  is  the  long-looked-for  solution  of  the  prob- 
lems of  society.  They  use  resounding  phrases  to  ecstatically 
declare  that  the  trust  system  will  make  everybody  happy,  will 
make  everybody  rich  enough  for  their  needs.  Certain  other 
economists  claim  that  we  are  simply  making  strides  toward  a 
climax  of  socialistic  bloodshed. 

Whatever  may  be  the  truth  of  the  situation,  certain  it  is 
that  all  sane  men  need,  at  the  present  time,  the  utmost  judg- 
ment and  the  utmost  caution.  The  simple  position  is  that  we 
are  in  a  period  of  commercial  transformation  which  may  pro- 
duce the  worst  panic  that  the  world  has  ever  seen,  while,  on 
the  contrary,  we  may  be  on  the  eve  of  the  greatest  prosperity 
which  America  has  ever  known.  Still  there  is  a  big  question 
as  to  the  one  thing  or  the  other,  and  when  there  is  doubt,  the 
only  part  to  play  is  that  of  safety. 

Careful  business  men  are  looking  at  this  commercial  revolu- 
tion much  the  same  as  a  child  walks  in  the  dark,  expecting  to 
meet  some  sort  of  spectre,  or  bugaboo.  The  child  is  keen- 
eyed  and  arm  outstretched,  waiting  for  something  to  happen 
— the  unexpected,  the  unknown.  All  careful  merchants  are 
now  occupying  exactly  the  same  position  toward  the  myriad 
commercial  globes  and  bubbles  which  are  now  being  sent  up 
to  heaven. 


AFTER  taking  a  bit  of  a  rest  the  god  of  Prosperity  has 
girded  up  his  loins,  and  is  again  marching  forward  to 
stirring  tunes.  During  the  summer  months  the  public  ap- 
peared to  have  been  glutted  with  industrial  shares  and  the 
financiers  seemed  to  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  there 
was,  for  the  time  being,  no  more  milk  in  the  "trust"  cocoanut. 
Now,  however,  the  columns  of  the  dailies  point  to  another 


A  FUTIRE  AIR-ltlGHWAY. 


PEOPLE  who  know  their  New  York  are  greatly  inter- 
ested in  the  two  towers  of  the  new  East  River  Bridge 
which  are  rearing  themselves,  the  one  at  Delancy  street,  New 
York,  and  the  other  on  the  opposite  Brooklyn  shore.  This 
new  bridge  seems  more  than  likely  to  surpass  the  present 
Brooklyn  Bridge  as  an  avenue  of  travel.  The  Brooklyn  end 
rests  in  a  populous  part  of  that  city,  and  will  drop  Brooklyn 
folks  within  easy  communication  of  a  very  populous  and 
thickly-settled  country.  The  New  York  leg  of  the  bridge,  of 
course,  is  fairly  planted  in  what  we  call  the  teeming  East 
Side,  and  will  draw  its  millions  from  that  anti-Malthusian 
neighborhood. 

Taking  a  long-distance  bird's-eye  view,  it  is  not  difificult  to 
prophesy  that  this  will  be  the  main  artery  between  New  York 
and  Brooklyn  for  some  time  to  come,  until,  in  fact,  another 
bridge  is  planted  still  further  north  by  future  enterprise.  It 
requires  no  prophet's  eye  to  see  a  highway  leading,  say,  from 
Union  Square  direct  to  the  New  York  entrance  of  this  bridge, 
and  another  highway  connecting  the  Brooklyn  end  out 
through  the  Brooklyn  City  Hall,  and  direct  to  the  sea.  As 
time  goes  on,  New  York  will  naturally  turn,  for  the  four  or 
five  months  of  the  summer,  to  its  sea-washed  end  for  rest  and 
recreation.  The  development  of  the  past  decade  indicates  that, 
within  a  very  few  years,  there  will  be  another  city  by  the  sea. 
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stretching  from  Norton's  Point  up  to  tlie  Oriental,  and  still 
another  town  will  be  planted  along  the  seven-mile  stretch 
which  separates  Rockawa}-  Beach  from  Far  Rockaway. 

The  point  we  want  to  make  is  that,  instead  of  waiting  until 
the  bridge  is  in  operation  and  has  killed  its  quota,  those  who 
exert  influence  in  such  matters  should  carefully  study  the  road- 
way of  the  bridge,  and  provide  for  all  kinds  of  travel  over  it. 
Before  this  bridge  is  completed,  bicycles,  autocycles,  and  swift- 
moving  automobiles  will  be  the  order  of  the  day.  We  know 
not  what  figure  the  trolley  may  cut  in  this  future  time,  but 
there  certainly  will  be  some  sort  of  railroad  travel  over  the 
bridge,  and  it  is  imperative  that  automobile  travel  and  bicycle 
travel  be  absolutely  separated  from  the  railroad  service.  This 
suggestion  is  intended  to  be  planted  in  the  minds  of  the  League 
of  American  Wheelmen  authorities  and  in  the  minds  of  the 
engineers  who  design  this  bridge. 


DON'T  TAX  INVENTORS. 


THE  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Reve- 
nue will  contain,  it  is  understood,  a  recommendation 
to  the  effect  that  a  tax  be  laid  on  the  sale  and  rental  of  all 
articles  protected  by  patent.  The  justice  and  expediency  of 
such  a  tax  is  open  to  doubt.  The  influence  of  patented  inven- 
tions is  most  strikingly  shown  in  the  creation  of  new  industries 
of  enormous  magnitude  since  1880 — that  is,  within  the  term  of 
patents  now  in  force  or  but  recently  expired.  Of  these  new 
industries  the  manufacture  of  bicycles  and  allied  lines  is  one 
of  great  importance  in  its  extent  and  in  the  opportunity  for 
employment  it  affords. 

To  tax  invention  is  to  kill  the  goose  that  lays  the  golden 
egg.  The  intention  of  the  founders  and  most  intelligent 
friends  of  our  patent  system  has  always  been  to  lay  no  tax  on 
invention,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  expend  the  revenues  de- 
rived from  the  Patent  Offtce  in  advancing  the  interests  of  in- 
vention. That  wise  intent  has  been  so  far  departed  from  that 
there  are  miUions  of  dollars  in  the  treasury  that  have  been 
collected  from  appHcants  for  patents.  Not  only  has  the  office 
been  self-supporting  while  building  up  the  nation  in  all  the 
elements  of  greatness,  but  it  has  actually  furnished  millions 
to  aid  in  supporting  other  branches  of  the  public  service.  In 
the  face  of  all  this.  Congress  has  pinched  the  Patent  Office  to 
such  an  extent  that  proper  examinations  have,  in  many  cases, 
been  rendered  impossible.  One  result  of  this  has  been  a 
great  impairment  of  the  protection  afforded  by  a  patent. 

The  nation  cannot  afford  to  demoralize  the  patent  system 
or  to  diminish  in  any  way  the  stimulus  it  affords  to  the  in- 
ventive genius  of  the  country,  by  levying  a  tax  on  invention. 
The  wisest  course  would  be  the  expenditure  of  the  fees  our 
inventors  have  paid  and  are  paying  in  the  manner  contem- 
plated by  the  laws  and  commended  by  sound  views  of  public 
policy. 

ACCORDING  to  rumor,  one  of  the  largest  American  bicy- 
cle concerns  is  pursuing  the  policy,  adopted  a  few 
months  since,  of  discontinuing  its  branch  houses.  Except 
where  there  is  enormous  business  to  be  handled,  and  where 
the  branch  house  controls  large  territory  and  is  directly  re- 
sponsible for  it,  it  has  been  proven,  as  a  general  proposition, 
that  the  system  of  branch  stores  is  the  most  expensive  way  of 
marketing  goods.  When  a  firm  of  any  pretension  starts  one 
of  these  stores,  it  is  compelled,  on  account  of  its  reputation, 
to  ""O  into  the  scheme  in  an  expensive  and  imposing  way.  It 
must,  perforce,  rent  a  big  store  in  the  best  location,  and  must 
fit  it  up  very  handsomely.     Very  often  these  stores  are  en- 


tirely out  of  proportion  to  the  amount  of  business  done,  the 

extra  space  being  hired  for  appearance's  sake.     On  the  whole, 

the  signs  of  the  times  point  to  a  diminishment  in  the  branch 

house  system. 

*     *•     * 

NOW  that  September  1  is  here,  trade  policies  for  next  sea- 
son must  be  initiated.  From  now  on,  the  policy  of 
every  bicycle  concern  should  be  to  refrain  from  any  entangling 
alliances  and  not  permit  its  name  to  be  used  in  any  way  which 
will  disturb  the  confidence  of  the  public  and  the  trade.  Firms 
who  are  not  in  any  amalgamation  at  the  present  time  should 
make  it  clear  that  they  intend  to  paddle  their  individual  canoe 
for  1900.  This  is  not  aimed  at  any  combination  at  present  in 
formation.  The  point  is  that  any  gossip  which  concerns  itself 
with  the  future  of  a  concern  is  dangerous,  and  it  is  certain 
that  we  shall  have,  in  the  next  six  months,  enough  of  that 
sort  of  talk  and  to  spare.     Of  this  market  chatter,  beware. 

Give  it  a  wide  berth. 

*  *     * 

APROBiLEM  that  is  puzzling  dealers  just  now  is,  what 
trading-in  prices  to  allow  riders  next  season.  The  in- 
quisitive rider  already  wants  to  know.  At  the  bottom  of 
the  problem  is  the  rise  in  the  cost  of  raw  materials,  and,  with 
reference  to  manufacturers  included  in  the  A.  B.  C,  the  un- 
certainty as  to  the  combine  policy  in  details.  The  suspense 
cannot  last  long,  however.  The  usual  advance  sheets  will 
probably  be  sent  out  earlier  than  ever  this  year,  and  the  trav- 
elers— at  least  those  of  "outside"  concerns — will  follow  soon 

after. 

*  *     * 

THE  foreman  of  a  large  Delaware  shop,  and  a  psychologist, 
says  that  the  bicycle  diverts  the  attention  of  kickers  among 
his  men,  and  is  an  influence  against  strikes.  This  is  not  printed 
as  a  suggestion  to  employers  who  would  grind  their  workers 
and  give  them  as  a  sop  the  sports  of  Rome,  but  printed  merely 
to  show  how  little  humanity  has  advanced,  when  strikes  can 
result  in  the  presence  of  a  bad  stomach  and  the  absence  of  a 

plaything. 

*  *     * 

BACK-ORDERING— filling  part  of  an  order  and  holding 
the  rest  to  be  filled  when  the  goods  are  in  stock — is 
bad  business  when  it  is  overdone;  and  it  is  overdone  by  too 
many  concerns  which  job  cycle  sundries.  The  concern  which 
is  chronically  out  of  many  of  the  articles  for  which  it  accepts 
orders  needs  mending  or  burying,  and  it  will  certainly  receive 
one  or  the  other  through  the  inexorable  process  of  time. 

*  *     * 

THE  yearly  exports  of  that  new  territory  of  ours  have 
climbed  up  within  a  decade,  from  |17,000,000  to  |31,- 
000,000.  Of  bicycles  there  is  little  to  say  thus  far.  The  cli- 
mate is  bad,  the  roads  worse,  and  a  large  proportion  of  the 
population  do  not  wear  shoes.  Still,  Uncle  Sammy  will 
change  much  of  that,  always,  of  course,  barring  the  killing 

sun  heat. 

*  *     « 

WHEN  (and  if)  the  L.  A.  W.  resumes  the  control  of  rac- 
ing, there  are  two  N.  C.  A. -isms  we  would  like  to  see 
it  adopt.  One  is  a  conversational  explanation  of  men  and 
events,  printed  on  the  progrannne.  The  other  is  the  deliver- 
ing of  prizes  on  the  spot. 

*  *     * 

VERY  few  travelers  are  out  now.     One  who  has  pretty 
thoroughly  covered  two  eastern  States  recently  says  that 
dealers'  stocks  are  being  satisfactorily  cleaned  up. 
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FORMULATING  A.  B.  C.  POLICY. 


The  directors  and  officers  of  the  American 
Bicycle  Co.  held  a  meeting  on  Wednesday  of 
this  week.  The  meeting  is  expected  to  last 
over  Thursday  and  Friday.  At  this  meeting 
it  is  expected  that  a  great  deal  of  initial  busi- 
ness will  be  transacted.  The  time  is  now  ripe 
when  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  must  project 
a  fairly  well-defined  policy,  so  that  its  various 
factories  can  start  in  on  product.  At  the 
sessions  which  are  being  held  this  week,  it  is 
expected  that  questions  of  price  and  the 
handling  of  the  manufacturing  and  selling  end 
will  be  pretty  well  outlined.  It  is  believed 
that  a  few  days  will  see  a  great  many  changes 
in  the  trade,  among  the  concerns  and  the  per- 
sonnel of  the  concerns  who  have  been  amal- 
gamated in  the  American  Bicycle  Co. 

Quite  a  number  of  cycle  trade  folks  gath- 
ered   at    48    Wiarren    street,    the    New    York 


office  of  Featherstone,  on  Wednesday  morn- 
ing. It  was  supposed  to  be  a  sort  of  caucus, 
or  meeting  between  .A.  B.  C.  manufacturers 
of  jobbers'  wheels  and   jobbers. 

Talk  here  indicates  the  probability  of  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.  being  removed  to  the 
Featherstone  building.  This  is  a  large  five- 
story  structure,  right  in  the  heart  of  the  cy- 
cling trade.  At  the  American  Bicycle  Co.'s 
office  it  was  denied  that  there  was  any  con- 
templated change  of  offices.  Newspaper  re- 
ports, however,  state  that  the  offices  of  the 
company  are  to  be  removed  to  new  quarters 
during  this  week. 

L.  M.  Wainwright,  who  has  looked  after 
American  Saddle  Co.  sales  in  the  East,  has 
severed    the    connection. 


DOMESTIC  PARCELS  POST. 


Chances  for   the    Immediate   Introduction   Thereof 

Do    Not  Seem  to  Be  Very 

Good. 

Post  Office  officials  in  this  city  do  not  ap- 
prove of  the  projected  domestic  parcels  post 
and  do  not  believe  it  will  ever  be  established. 
The  establishment  of  the  parcels  post  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Germany,  it  was 
thought,  would  prove  to  be  the  means  of 
developing  a  sentiment  in  this  country  in 
favor  O'f  a  domestic  parcels  post,  but  ac- 
cording to  the  present  sentiment  expressed 
there  is  little  likelihood  of  it  ever  being  es- 
tablished. The  reasons  given  are  many.  The 
most  important  one  seems  to  be  that  such 
an  institution  cannot  be  run  without  a  loss 
to  the  Government. 

Postmaster  Van  Cott  said  when  a  Wheel 
man  interviewed  him:  "The  idea  is  very 
good,  'but  it  is  impracticable  in  this  country 
for  these  reasons:  The  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment would  establish  a  uniform  rate  of  say 
12  cents  per  pound.  At  that  rate  there  would 
be  a  loss  on  packages  sent  long  distances. 
Take,  for  example,  a  parcel  weighing  five 
pounds  shipped  to  Philadelphia.  It  would 
cost  60  cents  with  the  parcels  post,  while 
the  express  companies  only  charge  about  25 
cents.  Naturally  the  express  company  would 
secure  the  package  for  transmission.  Now, 
take  a  parcel  of  the  same  'weight  to  be  sent 
to  San  Francisco.  Per  parcels  post  it  would 
cost  60  cents,  and  per  express  company  about 
85  or  90  cents. 

"This  package  would  be  sent  by  parcels 
post.  In  other  words,  we  would  get  all  the 
long-distance  runs  where  there  is  no  profit 
but  only  loss  for  the  Government  in  sight, 
while  the  short-distance  profitable  business 
would  be  monopolized  by  the  express  com- 
panies. 

"I  cannot  see  that  with  the  present  fa- 
cilities for  forwarding  packages  in  this  coun- 
try it  will  be  of  any  material  benefit  to  the 
merchant  to  have  the  parcels  post  estab- 
lished, but  I  know  that  the  Government 
would  be  a  heavy  loser  on  the  scheme." 

Second  Assistant  Postmaster  Post  said: 
"The   parcels  post   could   never  be    run   at   a 


profit  by  the  Government.  I  cannot  see  how 
it  could  be  run  without  a  serious  loss.  The 
express  companies  would  get  all  the  profit- 
able short-distance  business  because  it  would 
be  cheaper,  while  we  would  carry  all  the  long 
overland  business. 

"At  ti'ie  present  rate  of  16  cents  per  pound 
the  Post  Office  makes  very  little  profit,  and 
if  that  rate  was  cut  to  12  cents  there  would 
be  great  loss  to  the  Government.  The  Post 
Office  Department  is  losing  a  considerable 
amount  every  year  on  the  millions  of  sample 
copies  poured  into  the  Post  Office  by  pub- 
lishing houses  which  have  the  second-class 
mail  privilege.  While  the  estabHshment  of 
a  parcels  post  would  necessitate  great  addi- 
tions to  the  personnel  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment there  would  be  practically  no  re- 
turns from  that  source.  The  merchant  would 
not  be  materially  benefited  by  same  as  far  as 
I  can  see." 

T.  A.  Ritson,  assistant  general  manager  of 
the  American  Express  Company,  said:  "We 
have  very  little  to  fear  from  the  projected 
parcels  post,  for  several  reasons.  I  have 
not  considered  the  subject  seriously,  and, 
therefore,  I  may  not  be  entirely  right.  But 
the  parcels  post  would  not  be  a  success  for 
short  distances  because  it  is  too  expensive. 
So,  in  that  case,  we  would  get  the  business. 
When  it  comes  to  transcontinental  business 
we  may  be  a  little  more  expensive,  but  we 
get  there  first.  These  are  two  important 
factors  to  take  into  consideration.  In  one 
case  we  are  cheaper  and  get  there  quicker, 
and  in  the  other  case  we  save  the  merchant 
considerable  time;  and  then  it  would  take 
a  long  time  to  get  the  public  accustomed 
to  that  sort  of  business.  From  any  stand- 
point I  look  at  it  we  have  the  advantage." 


An  African  Opening. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Sept.  3. — The  increased 
public  interest  in  affairs  in  South  Africa  re- 
sulting from  recent  war  talk  there  lends  in- 
terest to  some  statements  just  prepared  rela- 
tive to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
with  that  continent  and  the  growing  demand 
there  for  American  manufactures.  American 
bicycle  trade  with  South  Africa  during  the 
past  three  years  has  had  a  particularly 
healthy   growth.      In   1897   the   exports   were 


valued  at  $125,979,  in  1898  they  had  increased 
to  $197,365,  and  in  1899  to  $200,813.  Not  only 
are  American  cycle  exports  to  Africa  rapidly 
growing,  but  they  are  evidently  taking  the 
place  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  of  those  ma- 
chines formerly  supplied  by  other  countries, 
p;irticularly  England  and  Germany. 


GOOD  ENOIOH  TO  COPY. 


One    Dealer's    Methods  to  Get  Trade  and  to    Hold 
It  After  He  Has  Succeeded  in  Get- 
ting It. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Sept.  2. — In  these  days 
of  sharp  competition  and  low  margin  of 
profits  the  dealer  who  is  alert,  who  watches 
the  trend  of  affairs  in  his  line  of  business, 
and  who  is  quick  to  take  advantage  of  exist- 
ing conditions,  is  the  one  who  will  achieve 
the  largest  measure  of  success.  Just  now 
cycle  dealers  throughout  the  country  are  on 
the  look-out  for  innovations  in  business,  and 
to  these  the  following  outline  of  a  scheme  in 
successful  operation  here  cannot  fail  to  be 
of  interest.  The  plan  was  conceived  by  James 
F.  Broadbent,  manager  of  the  sales  depart- 
ment of  William  T.  Robertson  &  Co.,  and  it 
has  been  eminently  successful  from  the  start. 

Recognizing  the  fact  that  many  people  have 
no  convenient  place  to  store  their  mounts, 
when  absent  from  the  city  for  a  time,  this 
firm  has  fitted  up  a  storage  department,  com- 
plete in  all  its  details,  and,  for  $1  per  month, 
will  insure  and  store  a  wheel  for  any  length 
of  time.  When  in  storage  the  machine  is 
kept  clean,  overhauled  and  lubricated;  if  any 
nuts,  bolts  or  screws  are  missing  or  are  worn 
out,  they  are  replaced;  missing  chain  parts 
and  all  broken  spokes  are  provided,  and  the 
tires  are  repaired  and  kept  in  ridable  condi- 
tion as  long  as  the  tire  will  permit  without 
vulcanization.  For  50  cents  a  month  a  ma- 
chine will  be  stored  and  insured  against  loss 
by  fire.  Modern  bicycle  racks  of  improved 
design  are  provided  for  the  accommodation 
of  wheels.  Tourists  in  the  city  for  a  few  days 
and  not  desiring  to  use  their  wheels  all  the 
time,  can  have  them  checked  for  10  cents  per 
day. 

The  firm  has  brought  their  facilities  to  the 
attention  of  wheelmen  through  a  neatly- 
printed  booklet,  entitled,  "What  we  do  for 
our  neighbors,"  which  not  only  contains  the 
above-mentioned  facts,  but  also  a  complete 
list  of  repair  charges.  While  this  plan  has 
only  been  in  operation  a  short  while,  it  has 
increased  the  business  of  the  firm  to  such  an 
extent  that  it  has  been  necessary  to  annex  the 
two  buildings  adjoining  their  establishment 
on  Tenth  street,  and  these  have  been  merged 
into  one  building. 


Scholze's  Turn   Sunday. 

Providence,  Sept.  3. — The  second  Sunday 
meet  at  the  Hills  Grove  track  to-day  was 
attended  by  about  4,000  people.  The  principal 
event  was  the  25-mile  paced  race  between 
Scholze,  of  Pawtucket,  and  Bolting,  of  Provi- 
dence. Last  Sunday  Scholze  defeated  Bolting, 
but  to-day  Bolting  turned  the  tables  on  <his 
rival.     Time,  51.26  3-5. 


Evidently  Michael  still  believes  he  is  not 
a  has-been,  since,  in  his  affidavit  in  the  recent 
horse-dealing  gold-bricking,  he  declared  his 
age  at  23,  and  his  occupation  as  a  bicycle 
rider. 
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ACETYLENE'S    ADVANTAGES. 


Its  Cost  and  Good  Points  Compared  with  Those  of  Coal  Gas  —  Cost  of  Independent  Gas  Generators  for 
Home  Ise  —  A  Glance  at  the  Coming  Importance  of  the  Acetylene  Lamp  Industry— A  Chance  for  Bicycle 
Dealers  with  an  Eye  Open  to  a  New  and  Profitable  Opportunity. 


RESUME. 

This  series  of  articles  is  in  no  wise  antagonistic  to 
oil  and  electric  lamps,  but  is  intended  to  be  of  edu- 
cational interest  to  those  who  recognize  the  possi- 
bilities of  acetylene  lamps  but  are  deterred  from  sell- 
ing or  using  them  by  the  restrictions  of  insurance 
companies  and  by  ignorance  of  the  nature  of  calcium 
carbide. 

Previously  The  Wheel  has  shown  that  calcium  car- 
bide is  far  less  dangerous  than  the  ordinary  match,  and 
that  the  restrictive  policy  toward  it  in  the  East  by 
insurance  companies  is  incompatible  with  their  liberal 
policy  in  the  West.  Insurance  companies  tried  to 
retard  the  use  of  electric  lights  in  office  buildings. 
They  oppose  every  new  invention  that  in  any  way 
increases  their  risks.  Despite  their  opposition,  acety- 
lene gas,  the  product  of  calcium  carbide,  is  now  com- 
monly used  for  lighting  dwellings  and  streets  in 
many  parts  of  this  country  and  Europe,  and  their 
complete  surrender  in  the  Eastern  States  is  a  matter 
of  time,  controllable  by  the  producers  and  consumers 
of  carbide,  gas  generators  and  gas  lamps.  Acetylene 
gas  lamps  deserve  the  careful  study  and  support  of 
bicycle  agents. 

The  Wheel  of  July  27  contained  a  number  of  com- 
parisons showing  the  advantages  of  acetylene  in 
lighting  power,  safety,  etc.,  over  other  illuminants. 
There  has  been  much  ignorance  on  this  point. 

In  The  Wheel  of  August  3  the  romantic  history 
of  Cyclist  Willson's  discovery  of  a  commercially  possi- 
ble  method    of   making   calcium    carbide   was   stated. 

In  The  Wheel  of  August  10  the  scientifically 
proper  application  of  water  to  carbide,  to  generate 
gas  quickly  and   without  wasteful  heat,  was  shown. 

The  issue  of  August  17  showed  the  actual  quantity 
of  carbide  used  for  bicycle  lamps.  Liberally  esti- 
mated, one  in  five  riders  uses  an  acetylene  lamp. 
Many  more  can  be  sold. 

A  series  of  general  articles,  containing  facts  and 
ideas  of  value  to  everybody  interested  in  acetylene, 
was  begun  in  the  issue  of  August  24. 

yVHAT  IT  COSTS. 


ROUGHLY  speaking,  those  who  light 
their  homes,  stores  or  shops  witli  acety- 
lene gas  get  twice  as  much  light,  aibout  one- 
half  as  much  heat,  considerably  less  danger,  a 
very  much  steadier  flame,  and  the  imost  per- 
fect artificial  light — of  exactly  the  same  na- 
ture as  sunlight — for  about  half  the  cost  of 
coal  gas. 

A  house  generator,  capable  of  keeping  five 
•2ri-candle  power  lights  going  ten  hours,  costs 
from  $50  up.  A  duplex  generator,  consisting 
of  two  five-light  machines,  costs  from  about 
$85  up.  The  sum  of  $100  will  plentifully  pay 
for  any  but  complex  mechanisms. 

The  25-candle  power  acetylene  light  burns 
about  one-half  foot  of  gas  per  hour,  at  the 
cost  of  about  one-half  cent.  The  ordinary 
coal  gas  jet  yields  only  12  to  16  candle  power, 
although  the  gas  people  claim  25-candle 
power.  It  burns  up  between  four  and  five  feet 
of  gas  per  hour. 

There  is  a  chance  here  for  bicycle  dealers. 
Thousands  of  gas  and  oil  machines  for  home 
and  store  use  have  been  sold.  They  are  nuis- 
ances in  many  respects,  while  the  operation 
of  a  sensibly  constructed  acetylene  gas  plant  is 
about  as  simple  as  putting  a  teakettle  on  the 
fire.     Some  generators    do   not    need  any   at- 


tention whatever  for  weeks.  About  100,000 
generators  are  in  use.  There  are  probably 
5,000  in  Chicago. 

There  must  be  people  in  every  town  who 
would  buy  such  apparatus.  Therein  lies  the 
opportunity  of  the  bicycle  dealer,  when  he 
isn't  too  busy  making  money  otherwise.  A 
very  little  education  on  the  subject  is  all  that 
is  needed — a  knowledge  of  acetylene,  of  the 
correct  principles  for  generating  the  gas,  and 
of  the  ways  in  .which  various  generator  manu- 
facturers get  the  desired  results. 

If  any  bicycle  dealer  wants  to  know  all 
The  Wheel  knows  about  this  subject  we  will 
be  glad  to  help  him  if  he  will  write  to  us. 

There  is  a  wonderful  future  for  acetylene 
gas,  and  the  early  bird  catches  the  worm. 

There  are  about  twelve  million  homes  in 
this  country.  There  are  millions  of  stores  and 
factories. 

The  chances  are  that  some  day  a  very  great 
many  of  these  will  be  lighted  by  acetylene  gas. 
Not  a  very  distant  day  either,  probably.  Peo- 
ple are  poor  waiters  nowadays,  and  unless  the 
production  of  calcium  carbide,  from  which  the 
new  gas  is  made,  is  in  some  way  cornered  by 
the  Standard  oil  and  coal  gas  people,  who  are 
interested  in  keeping  back  the  new  light,  it  will 
be  in  general  use  very  soon. 

In  France  whole  towns  use  it.  Two  towns 
in  Pennsylvania  do  so.  A  pipe  carries  the 
gas  two  miles  from  one  of  these  Pennsylvania 
towns  to  a  country  residence.  There  are 
many  homes,  in  city  and  country,  already 
fitted  with  independent  generators. 

Soon  every  vessel,  large  and  small — even 
small  sail  boats — may  have  powerful  and  in- 
expensive acetylene  gas  searchlights.  There 
is  one  bicycle  lamp  built  on  the  searchlight 
principle. 

Acetylene  lamps  for  carriages,  for  physi- 
cians, for  reading  tables — all  these  are  already 
on  the  market. 

In  short,  the  acetylene  gas  lamp,  in  its  vari- 
ous forms,  is  going  to  practically  inaugurate  a 
new  line  of  merchants,  and  a  profitable  line  at 
that. 

Bicycle  dealers  with  an  eye  to  future  profit 
in  the  new  business  will  do  well  to  think  over 
the  idea  of  lighting  their  own  stores  or  homes, 
or  both,  in  this  way.  A  man  can  always  sell 
best  when  he  understands  what  he  is  selling. 


-^A 


THE   BUNDY    LAMP. 


!/>e 


One  illus^ation  shows  both  exterior  and 
inner  workings  of  this  lamp,  manufactured  by 
the  Frank  E.  Bundy  Lamp  Co.,  Elmira,  N.  Y. 

The  makers  of  this  lamp  claim  to  have  the 
best  lamp  on  the  market.  All  The  Wheel 
can  say  is  that  its  operation  conforms  to  the 
best-liked  principles  in  acetylene  gas  genera- 
tion. 


..•♦ 


The  carbide  is  separated  into  layers  by 
blotting  paper.  The  water  drips  down 
through  the  centre  to  the  bottom,  and  by 
capillary  attraction  reaches  the  lowest  layer 
of  carbide.  The  succeeding  layers  are  reached 
in  turn. 

The  makers  claim  that  the  water  cannot  be 
made  to  flow  abnormally,  thereby  creating  a 


''blow"  of  gas,  by  sudden  jolts.  This  is  a  de- 
cided advantage,  and  riders  have  certified  to 
it. 

There  is  a  cooling  chamber  for  the  gas  be- 
tween the  top  of  the  carbide  and  the  bot- 
tom of  the  water.  The  gas  tube  is  also  cooled 
by  passing  through  the  water  compartment. 

The  water-regulating  can  be  done  while 
mounted.  The  needle  valve  of  the  lamp  works 
so  delicately  that  if  the  flow  is  turned  on  too 
hard,  and  more  gas  is  generated  than  the  bur- 
ner will  take  care  of,  the  back-pressure  shuts 
oft'  the  water  completely  until  the  surplus  gas 
is  used. 


Easy  to  Understand. 

The  secret  of  success  in  foreign  trade  can 
be  summed  up  in  a  few  words.  Those  who 
desire  to  secure  a  market  for  their  machines 
should  pursue  the  same  methods  that  are 
used  by  those  who  actually  control  the  de- 
sired markets.  What  is  needed  to  secure 
trade  in  the  different  markets  of  this  country 
is  just  as  necessary,  nay,  more  strongly 
1  needed  abroad,  to  meet  competition.  What 
jAmerican  manufacturers  do  at  home  their 
^foreign  competitors  practice  equally  in  their 
own  countries.  Foreign  houses  are  just  as 
eager  to  control  their  own  domestic  trade  as 
American  houses  are  to  secure  business  in  the 
United  States.  This  is  in  brief  the  keynote 
of  the  foreign  trade  situation,  and  that  the 
manufacturers  of  this  country  are  not  slow  to 
appreciate  its  truth  is  attested  by  the  increased 
shipments  of  American  bicycles  abroad. 
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FREDRICK  ADJUSTABLE  HANDLE  BARS 


ARE 


MECHANICALLY  CORRECT. 
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FREDRICK   MANUFACTURING   CO., 

150    NASSAU   STREET, 
NEW  YORK  CITY,  U.S.  A. 


Kindly  mention  Tlie  Wheel, 
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September  7, 


CREDIT  NOT  NEEDED. 


The   Theory  Advanced   that    Credit    Is    No    Longer 
a  Necessity. 

From  the  plain  common-sense  standpoint 
there  is  no  reason  why  credit  should  exist, 
yet  we  have  become  so  accustomed  to  it  that 
.  we  have  come  to  imagine  and  believe  it  a 
necessity  and  as  having  a  rightful  place  in 
our  lives.  Reference  is  not  made  here  to 
those  operations  involving  great  outlays  ot 
capital,  like  building  of  railroads  or  estab- 
lishing great  manufacturing  plants.  In  such 
cases  credit  is  a  necessity.  But  in  ordinary 
daily  transactions  between  individual  men, 
who  produce  the  value  of  what  they  consume 
and  more,  where  does  credit  philosophically 
and  logically  come  in? 

Credit  for  what?  When  a  man  does  hi", 
day's  work  or  his  year's  work  he  has  earned 
his  keep.  The  only  ground  for  credit  is  the 
delay  incident  to  turning  his  product  into 
food  and  clothing,  and  effecting  the  neces- 
sary exchanges  to  do  so.  But  this  is  offset 
by  the  fact  that  the  world  is  constantly  pro- 
ducing, or  is  able  and  willing  to  produce, 
more  than  it  can  consume,  or  at  least  more 
than  it  does  consume.  Where,  then,  is. the 
need  of  credit  in  a  fundamental  sense? 

We  are  building  up  most  elaborate  ma- 
chinery to  regulate  credit.  State  and  na- 
tional legislatures  are  passing  laws  about 
credit.  Every  man  who  buys  on  credit  has 
himself  under  friendly  espionage  and  his 
every  act  is  watched,  and  big  books,  too 
heavy  to  carry  across  an  office,  are  printed 
to  tell  how  safe  and  how  dangerous  he  is  to 


trust.  Spies  in  the  shape  of  commercial 
agents  are  ferreting  everywhere  and  report- 
ing everything  they  can  get  affecting  a  man's 
or  a  firm's  credit.  As  matters  stand,  this  ma- 
chinery is  as  necessary  to  our  commercial 
system  as  coal  is  to  an  engine. 

But  the  point  I  am  making  is,  there  is  no 
fundamental  or  logical  occasion  for  credit  at 
all.  There  was  once  occasion  for  walls  around 
cities,  but  the  occasion  has  passed.  Influences 
are  at  work  undermining  the  necessity  for 
credit.  There  is  a  vast  deal  of  undermining, 
however,  to  do.  Another  way  to  express  this 
truth  is  to  say  there  is  a  great  deal  of  foun- 
dation work  to  be  done.  While  we  are  pro- 
tecting ourselves  in  securing  payment  for 
the  property  we  sell  on  credit  let  us  remem- 
ber that  other  unseen  causes  are  working 
towards  the  creation  of  conditions  wherein 
he  who  produces  wealth  will  have  no  occa- 
sion to  ask  credit  for  his  bread  and  butter 
and  clothes  and  roof.  A.  S.  R. 


With  Two  New  Ones. 

The  Iven-Brandenburg  Company,  of  Chicago 
and  New  York,  have  chosen  the  present  as 
an  auspicious  time  to  make  the  announce- 
ment of  a  .1900  line  consisting  of  the  same 
high-grade  fittings,  with  a  couple  of  addi- 
tions, that  have  helped  to  make  the  I.-B, 
Co.'s  reputation  in  the  past. 

There  is  not  much  to  be  said  about  the 
Thor  line  of  hubs,  hangers  and  expanders 
which  the  trade  does  not  already  know,  nor 
about  Lefevre  chains,  nor  Sager  saddles  and 
chainless  gears,  nor  Tucker  rims — "which 
have   the   wood   where   you    want   it  and   not 


where  you  don't  want  it" — nor  regarding  the 
forgings  of  the  Chicago  Drop  Forge  Co. 

The  new  features  of  this  very  complete 
line  are  the  Trebert  automatic  coaster  and 
brake  and  the  Arown  pedal,  a  balancing  pedal 
which  is  apt  to  make  something  of  a  sensa- 
tion in  trade  circles,  and  which  The  Wheel 
v/ill  shortly  illustrate  and  describe  in  com- 
plete fashion. 


An  Excellent  Showing. 

W.  B.  Goddard,  Summerville,  Mass., 
mounted  on  a  Dayton,  has  during  the  month 
of  August  ridden  a  double,  a  triple  and  a 
sextuple  century,  besides  five  single  cen- 
turies, and  has  gained  ten  pounds  in  weight 
while  doing  so,  wJ^ch,  Mr.  Goddard  ob- 
serves, "I  believe  would  have  been  impos- 
sible on  any  other  wheel." 


One  Wheel's  Strong  Hold. 

Bleecker,  who  won  the  Labor  Day  road 
race  on  the  Coney  Island  Cycle  Path,  and 
made  best  time  as  well,  rode  a  Pierce  wheel. 
Kramer,  metropolitan  champion,  also  uses  a 
Pierce.  In  fact,  there  are  more  Pierce  wheels 
than  any  other  make  in  cycling  turnouts 
around  New  York  City. 


All's  Well  that  Ends  Well. 

The  Maid — I  want  a  pair  of  cycle  hose. 

The  Clerk  (who  stutters) — Y-y-yes,  m-m-m- 
miss;  here  th-th-they  are.  Shall  I-I-I  put  them 
on  y-y-y 

The  Maid— Sir-r-r! 

The  Clerk — Y-y-your  bill? 


eRflWFORD 


gssg 


BieveLES 


UNSURPASSED. 


...MADE   BY... 


THE  CRA\A/FORD  MFG.  CO., 

HAGERSTOWN,  MD. 


Kindly    mention   The   Wheel. 
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NOTHING  BIT  TALK. 
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Famous  Combine  of  Automobile  Makers  a  Combina- 
tion Only  of  McGowan  and  a  Press  Agent's  Pen. 
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FRANK  A.  McGOWAN,  well  known  for 
his  matrimonial,  mayoralty  and  financial 
escapades  in  Trenton,  and  at  one  time  the 
prim-e  mover  in  the  Eastern  Rubber  Works, 
is  said  to  be  responsible  for  the  formation  of 
the  American  Automobile  Co.  The  press- 
worker  of  the  new  company  tells  the  story 
this  fashion: 

"The  new  company  will  control  the  manu- 
facture and  operation  of  all  the  automobiles 
and  motOirs  in  which  kerosene  or  gasoline  is 
used,  not  only  in  this  country,  but  in  France, 
Germany  and  other  countries  in  Continental 
Europe. 

"The  new  corporation  to  be  financed  by 
the  Colonial  Trust  Co.  Back  of  the  combina- 
tion are  said  to  be  William  C.  Whitney,  P.  A. 
B.  Widener  and  Thomas  Dolan,  of  Philadel- 
phia; United  States  Senator  S.  B.  Elkins,  ol 
West  Virginia;  Joseph  Leiter,  of  Chicago, 
and  others.  The  scheme  was  engineered  by 
ex-Mayor  Frank  A.  McGowan,  of  Trenton, 
N.  J.,  who  has  been  elected  chairman  of  the 
Executive    Committee. 

"The  new  combination  takes  in  the  Auto- 
mobile Company  of  America,  the  Winton 
Motor  Carriage  Co.,  the  National  Motor  Car- 
riage Co.  and  the  Manhattan  Motor  Carriage 
Co.  Between  them  these  concerns  control 
sixty-five  foreign  and  domestic  patents  for  the 
use  of  gasoline,  kerosene,  and  all  oils  applied 
to  automobiles  and  motors.  The  new  com- 
pany is  to  be  capitalized  at  $10,000,000,  of 
which  $4,500,000  will  be  in  preferred  stock. 

"The  assets,  exclusive  of  the  patents  and 
the  good-will,  exceed  $1,000,000,  and  of  this 
there  is  $375,000  cash  in  the  treasury.  After 
complying  with  the  terms  of  the  options,  there 
will  remain  in  the  treasury  after  selling  the 
preferred  stock  $1,375,000  in  cash  and  $1,000,- 
000  in  common  stock.  The  net  earning  capac- 
ity of  the  new  combination  is  estimated  at 
$1,000,000  a  year. 

"It  is  stated  that  there  are  strong  probabili- 
ties that  the  Charles  J.  Canda  Co.,  of  Carteret, 
N.  J.;  the  Haynes,  Apperson  Co.,  of  Kokomo, 
Ind.,  and  the  Pope  Mfg.  Co'.,  of  Hartford, 
Conn,,  will  also  go  into  the  trust. 

"The  promoters  of  the  new  company  claim 
that  the  average  electric  motor  weighs  three 
tons.  Of  this  there  are  3,000  pounds  of  plates 
in  the  motor  capable  of  carrying  the  vehicle 
seventy-five  or  eighty  miles.  If  it  is  desired 
to  travel  a  further  distance  without  recharging 
an  additional  1,000  pounds  of  plates  are  neces- 
sary for  every  extra  twenty  miles.  The  gaso- 
line or  kerosene  motor,  it  is  claimed,  can  be 
recharged  at  any  country  store,  while  an  elec- 
tric vehicle  can  only  be  recharged  in  places 
where  there  are  electrical  plants.  It  is  also 
asserted  that  a  six,  eight  or  twelve  horse- 
power motor  supplied  by  kerosene  or  gaso- 
line weighs  not  to  exceed  1,040  pounds,  aillow- 
ing  eighty  pounds  for  fuel. 

"One  of  the  vehicles  controlled  by  the  new 
trust  was  on  exhibition  about  the  Waldorf- 


Astoria  last  night.  It  was  manufactured  in 
Chicago,  and  Frank  A.  McGowan  bought  it 
for  $1,200.  Fifteen  minutes  later,  after  taking 
a  spin  in  it,  Mr.  Kroos,  of  St.  Louis,  offered 
Mt.  McGowan  $1,500  for  it,  but  the  offer  was 
declined." 

A  Wheel  man  interviewed  an  official  of  the 
Winton  Company  Saturday  afternoon  and  ac- 
cording to  his  opinion  it  seems  very  improb- 
able that  such  an  organization  will  be  formed 
or  at  least  that  the  Winton  concern  will  be  in- 
cluded. The  official  seen  stated  that  the  Win- 
ton people  had  been  approached  several  times 
by  promoters,  but  they  have  never  given  an 
option  on  their  business  and  have  no  inten- 
tion of  doing  so  unless  something  startling 
occurs.  He  admitted  that  New  York  capital- 
ists were  again  booining  a  combination  of  this 
kind,  also  that  Mr.  George  H.  Brown,  secre- 
tary of  the  Winton  Company,  had  attended 
their  meeting,  but  he  said  that  Mr.  Brown 
had  been  East  on  a  business  trip  and  had  sim- 
ply given  the  trust  talk  his  attention  with  a 
view  to  possibilities. 

Said  he:  "The  Winton  Company  would  have 
nothing  to  gain  by  going  into  a  combination 
at  this  time.  We  are  practically  the  only 
gasoline  concern  in  the  country  filling  orders 
for  carriages  every  day,  and  even  so  we  are 
securing  much  more  business  than  we  can 
attend  to.  Nine-tenths  of  the  people  who 
claim  to  be  in  the  motor  vehicle  business  are 
simply  experimenting  and  several  of  the  con- 
cerns mentioned  in  this  trust  talk  only  have 
their  ideas  on  paper  and  of  course  have  noth- 
ing to  sell.  We  are  making  arrangements  to 
more  than  double  our  output,  having  secured 
considerable  additional  factory  space,  and  we 
have  recently  completed  a  deal  whereby  our 
capital  and  backing  is  greatly  increased,  so 
that  we  are  in  the  best  possible  shape  for  busi- 
ness; hence  we  have  no  need  of  entering  into 
a.  combination." 

At  the  office  of  the  Guaranty  Development 
Co.,  the  concern  which  is  financing  the  com- 
bination, it  wQs  said  that  Mr.  McGowan  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  formation  of  the  com- 
pany, and  that  the  Whitney-Elkins-Widener 
syndicate  had  no  connection  with  the  pro- 
ject whatever. 

T.  E.  Otis,  the  president  of  the  Guaranty 
Development  Co.,  has  had  charge  of  the  con- 
solidation, and  he  stated  that  he  had  decided 
to  have  nothing  further  to  do  with  the  com- 
bination if  the  various  companies  did  not  sup- 
port the  plan  a  little  better  than  they  had  been 
doing. 

"The  options  which  we  hold,"  he  said,  "will 
expire  on  Sept.  1.  Unless  the  proprietors  of 
the  patents  which  we  propose  to  buy  come  to 
the  office  and  extend  their  options  for  30  days 
the  Guaranty  Development  Co.  will  not  fin- 
ance the  deal.  I  have  never  heard  that  the 
Colonial  Trust  Co.  was  to  have  anything  to  do 
with  the  new  company,  and  I  think  Mr.  Mc- 


Gowan must  have   'piped'   the  reporter  when 
he  told  that  wild  story." 


ROLLING   ALONG   AGAIN. 


Having    Paid    Up,    the   N.    M.    C.    Goes    on 
Manufacturing. 

Stamford,  Conn.,  Sept.  5. — All  claims  for 
wages  and  the  like  have  been  settled  by  the 
National  Motor  Carriage  Co.,  and  work  is 
going  on  as  usual.  This  company,  which  has 
been  occupying  for  the  last  few  months  part 
of  the  hat  factory  building  for  the  purpose  of 
assembling  its  motor  carriages,  and  which  has 
won  more  or  less  distinction  by  the  fact  that 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  attempted  to  cross  the 
continent  in  one  of  its  carriages,  began  build- 
ing motor  carriages  here  about  the  middle  of 
Alay  last.  The  motors  for  the  carriages  were 
made  by  Henry  Tuttle  in  his  machine  shop  in 
the  hat  factory  building,  and  the  carriages 
■were  assembled  by  the  carriage  company. 
There  were  only  about  a  dozen  men  directly 
employed  by  the  company.  The  carriages 
were  sold  for  $1,200,  and  according  to  the 
contract  entered  into  with  purchasers  one- 
third  of  this  amount  would  have  to  be  paid 
when  the  order  was  given;  and  even  at  these 
■prices  and  terms  it  is  understood  that  a  large 
number  of  orders  were  received.  Some  weeks 
ago  Mr.  Winslow,  who  was  secretary  of  the 
company,  stated  that  twenty-five  orders  were 
to  be  filled.  Only  a  few  carriages  have  been 
assembled,  however.  One  of  these  is  the 
trap  which  has  been  about  town,  and  the 
other  is  the  carriage  which  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Davis  started  off  in,  _and  in  finishing  which, 
it  will  be  recalled,  there  was  considerable 
delay.  When  the  Davises'  trip  was  mentioned 
to  Superintendent  Graham  he  smiled.  If  all 
the  stories  about  this  couple  are  true  ari  in- 
teresting account  of  that  trans-continental 
trip  could  be  given  in  which  the  alleged  de- 
fects of  the  auto  would  cut  no  figure  at  all. 


How  the  Trusts  Were  Formed. 

An  unknown  exchange  says  that  the  glue 
trust  went  through  because  the  members 
stuck  together.  The  leather  trust  put  its 
whole  sole  into  the  matter  and  succeeded. 
The  rubber  men  stretched  a  point  and  made 
an  agreement.  The  wheel  trust  went  spinning 
on  to  success.  The  yeast  trust  was  followed 
by  a  rise  in  prices.  The  milk  trust  took  the 
cream  of  the  business.  The  screw  men 
wormed  their  way  together.  The  ice  trust 
froze  the  outsiders.  The  gas  trust  inflated 
things  to  great  proportions.  The  starch  trust 
stiffened  prices.  The  paint  trust  painted 
things  red.  The  oyster  trust  proved  to  be  no 
shell  game.  The  elevator  trust  sent  things 
up  and  down  in  a  lively  manner.  The  wringer 
trust  put  a  squeezer  on  the  little  fellows.  The 
saw  trust  ripped  things  open.  The  salt  trust 
was  far  from  fresh.  The  crockery  trust 
smashed  prices.  The  fertilizer  trust  caused  a 
stir  in  the  neighborhood.  And  the  window- 
glass  trust  let  in  the  light  on  many  dark 
things. 


Gone  to  Oshkosh. 

A  deal  has  been  closed  whereby  Fond  du 
Lac  will  lose  the  plant  of  the  United  States 
Mfg.  Co.,  which  goes  to  Oshkosh.  The  com- 
pany was  organized  in  Fond  du  Lac  in  1895, 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $21,000.  The  stock  will 
be  increased  to  $40,000  and  the  concern  will 
manufacture  cyclometers  and  pedals. 
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HAIR-RAISING  MOTOR-CYCLE  RACE. 


Fournier's   Fall    While   Going   at    Top    Speed  —  Six- 
Day  Miller  Wins  and  Breaks  Records. 
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FOURNIER,  the  Frenchman,  knows  how 
it  feels  to  fall  ofif  something  that  is 
traveling  at  the  rate  of  a  mile  in  a  minute  and 
a  half.  Fournier  may  have  been  too 
"turned  'round"  to  notice  the  details,  hut  if 
he  was  sensible  of  everything  that  happened 
to  him  when  he  was  flung  ofT  the  rear  end 
of  a  motor  tandem  in  the  25-mile  motor  tan- 
dem race  on  Monday  he  experienced  a  par- 
ticularly lively  series  of  sensations. 

That  fall  was  in  a  way  the  climax  of  the 
last  meet  of  the  season  at  Manhattan  Beach. 
People  went  to  see  a  dangerous  race.  The 
fall    satisfied   their   expectations. 

Curbe  d'Outrelon,  a  stocky  Frenchman, 
was  steering  Fournier's  machine.  The  lanky, 
yellow-haired  "Mad  Frenchman"  himself  had 
the  rear  seat.  Six-day  Miller  and  his  tandem 
■mate,  Judge,  were  running  away  from  all 
and  sundry,  and  Fournier  was  very  husy 
working  his  legs  and  a  miscellaneous  lot  ot 
stop  cocks,  levers,  etc.,  in  an  effort  to  get 
all  the  speed  possible  out  of  his  machine. 
\  Sensational  Smash. 

Coming  down  the  homestretch,  fifteenth 
mile,  second  lap,  the  flying  machine  carrying 
Six-day  Miller  and  Judge  was  being  followed 
closely  by  the  d'Outrelon-Fournier  crew, 
with  the  Stinson-Stafford  machine  just  be- 
hind. As  the  spluttering  bunch  crossed  the 
tape,  gasoline,  muscle  and  wind  combined  to 
make  them  sweep  past  sensationally.  An  in- 
stant later  the  rapid  splutter  of  the  Fournier 
machine  was  mixed  with  a  hiss.  Tire  valve 
blew  out.  The  front  wheel  swerved  and 
down  went  the  whole  outfit  broadside.  The 
Stinson-Stafford  machine  barely  got  by. 
Curbe  d'Outrelon  and  the  fallen  machine 
were  tangled  together  a  moment  in  a  grind- 
ing slide  over  the  cement.  Then  Curbe  fell 
into  the  grass.  The  machine  slid  on,  wheels 
revolving,  engine  emitting  spitting  hursts  of 
white  vapor  at  various  places.  It  was  mad 
all  over  and  was  having  a  fit.  Meantime 
Fournier  was  playing  an  involuntary  and 
double-quick  game  of  rolling-pin  solitaire. 
Several  times  his  body  was  whirled  about. 
Then  he  slid  more  than  15  feet  flat  on  his 
stomach.  The  slide  was  plainly  marked  on 
the  gray  cement  the  'balance  of  the  day. 

Just  a  matter  of  skin-burning,  but  the  mad 
Henry  was  feeling  very  tame  by  this  time, 
and  allowed  them  to  carry  him  across  lots  to 
his  cot. 

Details  of  the  Race. 

Murmurs  of  excitement  characterized  the 
crowd  of  say  2,000  throughout  this  race. 
Motor  pacing  is  rather  mechanical  and  flat. 
Motor  racing,  by  reason  of  its  spluttering  and 
great  speed,  is  quite  as  sensational  on  any 
kind  of  a  track  as  a  race  between  human- 
driven  quads.  On  a  resounding  board  track 
a  contest  between  several  of  these  wildly 
scurrying  "infernal"  machines  would  supply 
a  climax  of  exciting  speed. 

Five    crews    started — D'Outrelon-Fournier, 


Stinson-Stafford,  Waller-Steenson,  Judge- 
Miller,  Caldwell-Ragan.  Like  a  flock  of  noisy 
mastodonic  guinea  hens  the  bunch  was 
started  on  its  way.  Down  the  backstretch 
swiftly  all  together.  Into  the  homestretch 
again  with  a  burst  of  clattering  discord  that 
set  human  tongues  a  going.  The  crowd  saw 
that  here  was  a  race  to  make  their  eyes  stick 
out,  and  they  sat  up  to  get  their  money's 
worth. 

Judge  and  Miller  Sprint. 

One  lap  all  together.  Then  the  Judge- 
Miller  crew  shot  ahead,  with  Stinson-Staf- 
ford and  d'Outrelon-Fournier  hot  after  them, 
the  Waller-Steenson  machine  away  back. 
This  crew  dropped  out  in  the  second  mile — 
machine  had  asthma. 

In  the  second  mile  Stinson-Stafford  had  al- 
most caught  Judge-Miller,  and  the  splutter- 
ing on  the  track  was  drowned  by  the  splut- 
tering of  the  excited  spectators. 

In  the  next  lap  Caldwell-Ragan  passed  the 
Frenchmen,  which  placed  them  at  the  rear. 

Meantime  the  Judge-Miller  team  had  gotten 
a  tremendous  "move"  on,  and  quite  ran  away 
from  their  pursuers. 

The  noise  of  the  racers  and  watchers  was 
so  great  that  it  was  difficult  to  hear  the  mega- 
phone announcements. 

Miller  and  his  mate  made  monkeys  of  the 
rest.  Both  rode  well,  and  it  is  said  they  had 
the  best  machine.  They  lapped  all  con- 
cerned several  times,  the  others  ranking 
Stinson-Stafford,  d'Outrelon-Fournier,  Cald- 
well-Ragan. In  the  fifteenth  mile  the  French- 
men dropped  out  by  accident,  and  in  that  mile 
the  Waller-Steenson  team  restarted.  They 
were  small  potatoes  throughout,  however. 
IVIiles  in  1.30. 

Fifteen  miles  were  covered  in  23.37,  a  little 
slower  than  1.30  to  the  mile.  The  same  speed 
was  maintained  practically  all  the  way.  At 
20  miles  they  were  going  at  nearly  40  miles 
an  hour.  American  motor  cycle  records 
dropped  from  start  to  finish.  Miller  and  his 
partner  lapped  the  French  crew  four  or  five 
times  in  15  miles,  and  lapped  Stinson-Staf- 
ford at  least  three  times  and  ipassed  Caldwell- 
Ragan  the  fifth  time  in  the  24th  mile.  They 
won  easily  and  finished  quite  fresh.  The 
summary: 


Miles.  Leaders  Led  by 

1 Judge  and  Miller  40   yards 

2 Judge  and  Miller  100  yards 

3 Judge  and  Miller  200  yards 

4 Judge  and  Miller  300  yards 

5 Judge  and  Miller  %  lap 

6 Judge  and  Miller  %    lap 

7 Judge  and  Miller  2-3  lap 

8 Judge  and  Miller  1  lap 

9 Judge  and  Miller  1   lap 

10 Judge  and  Miller  1  lap 

11 Judge  and  Miller  1  lap 

12 Judge  and  Miller  1    lap 

13 Judge  and  Miller  1  lap 

14 Judge  and  Miller  1  lap 


15. 


Time. 
1.36% 
3.07% 
4.40y5 
5.14ys 
7.45% 
9.19% 

10.53 

12.27 

13.59% 

15.33% 

17.06 

18.43 

20.21% 

22.00% 


.Judge  and  Miller    1  lap  and   20  yards  23.37 


16 Judge  and  Miller  1  lap  and  50  yards  25.13% 

17 Judge  and  Miller  1  lap  and  100  yards  26.52% 

18 Tudge  and  Miller  IVb  lap  28.28% 

19 Judge  and  Miller  V/2    lap  30.06% 

20 Judge  and  Miller  1  2-3  lap  31.431/5 

21 Judge  and  Miller  1%  lap  33.20% 

22 tudge  and  Miller  2  laps  34.56% 

23 Judge  and  Miller  214  laps  36.36 


24 Judge  and  Miller    2  1-3  laps 

25 Judge  and  Miller    2  V2  laps 


38.17% 
39.58 


Two  amusing  surprises  marked  the  short- 
distance  races.  A  blond  bundle  of  a  boy  15 
years  old  and  named  Smith  executed  the 
usual  hurry-up  act  of  the  100-yard  man  in  the 
mile  amateur  handicap,  and  smashed  custom 
by  holding  his  lead  and  winning  by  a  good 
margin.  Kramer  beat  Wahrenberger  a 
length  for  second,  with  Lake  and  Schofield 
fourth  and  fifth.     Time,  2.13  2-5. 

The  other  surprise  was  the  methodical  and 
nonchalant  manner  in  which  a  hungry-look- 
ing rider  clad  in  white  undershirt  and  many- 
times-laundered  road  knickers  won  the 
third-mile  novice  final  in  .44  2-5. 

In  a  nipping  finish,  after  a  professional  ride 
throughout,  Wahrenberger  beat  J.  H.  Lake 
at  the  tape,  with  Kramer  close  up,  in  the  five- 
mile  metropolitan  district  championship. 
Time,  12.47  3-5. 


A  REMARKABLE  RIDE. 

Won    a    25-Mile    Road    Race    After    Working    All 
Night. 

Richmond  Hill,  L.  I.,  owns  a  telegraph  op- 
erator who  would  do  for  war  service.  H.  E. 
Bleecker  is  his  name.  Chunky,  and  23  years 
old.  He  worked  all  Monday  night,  quit  at 
7  o'clock  Tuesday  morning,  and  when  he 
had  finished  breakfast  it  was  9  o'clock.  He 
rode  seventeen  miles  in  about  an  hour, 
changed  his  clothes,  rode  twenty-five  miles  in 
an  hour  seven  minutes  fifty-one  and  one-fifth 
seconds,  and  by  doing  so  won  first  time  prize 
in  the  A.  C.  C.  of  Long  Island  road  race, 
besides  winning  the  race  itself. 

The  race  was  held  on  the  Coney  Island 
cycle  path,  the  riders  going  down  on  one  of 
the  17-foot  paths  and  returning  on  the  other; 
the  two  being  separated  hy  a  broad  boule- 
vard, on  which  the  last  run  home  was  made. 
There  was  an  excellent  crowd.  Some  news- 
papers say  50,000.  More  like  10,000.  Sceni- 
■cally,  and  for  the  public  view,  a  fine  course; 
but  the  end  turns  were  hard  on  the  riders. 
The  weather  was   fine. 

Ninety-three  riders  started,  fifty-one  fin- 
ished. Eleven  became  tired.  Thirty-one 
were  put  out  by  disabled  todies  or  wheels. 
One  arm  was  broken.  Four  riders  were  not 
checked  at  the  lower  turn  and  may,  be  dis- 
qualified. 

Near  the  finish  was  a  slight  rise.  i\.s  the 
bunches  of  riders  approached  its  top  they 
sprinted,  and  passed  the  stand  at  the  tape  in 
close  brushes.  Bleecker  left  his  bunch  before 
the  rise  was  reached  and  was  not  caught. 
The  first  ten  in  were: 

Corrected 
Position.      Competitor  and  Club.      Handicap.      Time. 

l^H.   E.   Bleecker,   Waverly  A.    C 5.30    1.07.51% 

2^Clyde    Chase,    New    Haven 5.30    1.07.51% 

3— E.  J.   Fanning,   Parkway  A.   C 6.50    1.0S.22 

4— W.   B.    Gowdy,   Brooklyn 5.30    1.07.52 

5— J.  P.  Finnegan,  New  York 6.00    1.08.22% 

6— C.   R.  Vandervoort,  Mt.   Vernon 6.00    1.10.43% 

7— C.  W.   Lediard,   Kings  Co.   \V 4.30    1.09.52 

8— Geo.  Ohnewald,  Nameless  W 5.00    1.10.23 

9— Jos.  Gallagher,  Howard  W 5.00    1.10.25 

lO-John  Ryder,  Nameless  W 6.00    1.11.27 

TIME    PRIZE    WINNERS. 

l^H.  E.  Bleecker,  Waverly  A.  C 1.07.51% 

2— Clyde   Chase,   New   Haven 1.07.51% 

3— W.   B.  Gowdy,   Brooklyn 1.07.52 

George  Schofield,  the  Kings  County  crack, 
finished  fortieth  from  scratch  in  1.10.20. 
Richt,  same  club,  also  scratch,  forty-second, 
in  1.10.22. 

Under  the  supervision  of  Alex.  Schwalbach 
the  cycle  path  was  put  in  racing  condition, 
but  rain  two  nights  before  the  race  damaged 
the  path  in  spots. 


1899. 
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AUTOMOBILE   COMPANIES. 

di  ^  ^ 

Companies  are  forming  all  over  the  country  for  the  manu- 
facture of  horseless  carriages,  and  a  business  is  developing 
along  that  line  that  promises  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  in- 
dustries the  country  ever  knew. 

We  are  making  a  special  tubing  for  use  in  automobile  build- 
ing that  will  appeal  to  every  maker  who  is  undertaking  to 
turn  out  a  thoroughly  high-grade  vehicle. 
Atlantic  Weldless  Cold-Drawn  Steel  Tubing  is  made  from 
the  finest  open-hearth  steel  and  is  remarkable  for  its  great 
strength,  its  accuracy  of  gauge,  its  uniformity  in  finish,  and 
entire  freedom  from  flaws  of  any  sort 

Foot  by  foot  it  is  absolutely  uniform  and  dependable. 
We  make  it  in  sizes  particularly  adapted  to  the  needs  of 
horseless-vehicle  makers  as  well  as  the  ordinary  bicycle  sizes. 

We    are    in   position    to    guarantee  prompt 
delivery  of  all  orders  intrusted  to  our  care. 

^  ^  di 
ATLANTIC  TUBE  COMPANY. 


General  Offices, 

723=725    LIBERTY  AVENUE, 

PITTSBURG,  PA. 


Branch  Offices, 
NEW  YORK    AND   CHICAGO. 


Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 
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KISER  NEXT  TO  COOPER. 


The    Ohio    Chunk    Now     Only     Eight     Points 
Behind    the    Detroit    Capital- 
ist. 

At  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa.,  last  Friday,  Kiscr 
moved  up  to  within  eight  points  of  Cooper  in 
the  merit  list  of  N.  C.  A.  racing  stars.  Riser's 
record  went  up  to  31  points.  It  was  done  by 
that  wonderful  galloping  sprint  of  his,  in 
the  final  of  the  one-mile  championship  event. 
Stevens,  of  Buffalo,  was  second;  Fisher,  of 
Chicago,  third;  O.  L.  Stevens,  fourth;  Mc- 
Farland,  fifth.  Time,  2.16.  Cooper  did  not 
qualify  for  the  final. 

Kramer,  New  York's  amateur  wonder,  took 
the  five-mile  amateur  handicap  from  scratch 
in  11.53  4-5,  with  Zurbeck-,  50  yards,  second; 
J.  H.  Lake,  90  yards,  third;  Collett,  scratch, 
fourth. 

Collett  won  the  half-mile  amateur  in  1.07, 
defeating  Zurbeck,  of  Buffalo,  and  Kramer. 

Jay  Eaton,  Fisher,  of  Chicago,  Walthour, 
Newhouse,  Downing,  Hadfield — that  was  the 
order  of  finish  in  the  professional  mile,  2.10 
class.     The  time  was  2.14  1-5. 

In  the  five-mile  match  race,  motor  paced. 
Harry  Caldwell  beat  Six-day  Miller  in  9.23  1-5. 
Miller's  defeat  is  laid  to  his  having  arrived 
just  in  time  for  the  race,  and  his  unfamiliarity 
with  the  clay  track,  on  which  Caldwell  had 
been  training  several  days. 


STILL  HOLDING  THEM. 


Sunday  Racing  Draws  Big  Gates   at  Newark's  Su- 
burban Board  Track. 

It  is  the  same  old  story — Vailsburg  had  a 
big  crowd  at  the  Sunday  racing  on  the  board 
track,  located  in  the  suburbs  of  Newark. 
Wahrenberger  carried  off  the  honors  for  the 
amateurs  by  finishing  first  in  both  the  ama- 
teur events.  Stevens'  victory  in  the  half- 
mile  open  showed  him  to  be  in  great  form, 
as  he  won  easily.  The  pursuit  race,  with  one 
man  pitted  against  two,  was  the  feature  event, 
and  it  was  a  hard  race  while  it  lasted,  but  was 
ended  too  quickly  by  the  one  man,  Archie 
McEachren,    defeating   Hadfield   and    Neville. 

The  plan  of  the  race  was  for  McEachren  to 
start  from  one  side  of  the  track  and  his  com- 
petitors from  the  opposite  side,  the  two  men 
to  relieve  each  other  by  riding  the  miles  al- 
ternatively. 'Neville  rode  the  first  mile,  and 
when  Hadfield  picked  him  up  to  go  the  sec- 
ond McEachren  had  gained  twenty  yards. 
Hadfield  gained  a  little  in  the  first  half  of  the 
second  mile,  but  lost  it  again.  Neville  picked 
up  the  pace  for  the  third  mile,  Hadfield  pull- 
ing out  and  McEachren  gaining  meanwhile. 
When  Neville  entered  the  straight  for  the 
finish  of  the  third  mile,  McEachren  was  less 
than  a  lap  away,  and  before  Hadfield  had 
fairly  got  going  to  take  his  partner's  place 
the  Canadian  overhauled  them  and  won  the 
race. 


Nobody  Knows  Exactly. 

One  hundred  and  forty-six  riders  competed 
in  a  25-mile  handicap  over  the  Hudson  County 
Boulevard  Saturday.  One  hundred  and  thirty 
of  these  survived,  but  owing  to  confusion 
only  a  small  number  were  checked,  and  up 
to  a  late  hour  in  the  day  those  in  charge  had 
not  figured  out  the  official  times. 

The  race,  which  was  held  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Associated  Cycling  Clubs  of  New  Jer- 
sey,   started    and    finished     at     Union.       The 


course  was  five  miles  in  length,  and  great 
crowds  of  spectators  gathered  along  it.  Ow- 
ing to  insufficient  police  service  these  swarmed 
over  the  road,  impeding  the  riders  and  caus- 
ing several  accidents. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  race  the  officials 
disputed  about  the  time  and  then  announced 
that  they  would  not  give  out  any  time.  The 
information  was  volunteered  that  Krebs,  the 
winner,  had  covered  the  distance  in  an  hour 
and  twenty  minutes.  It  was  later  given  out 
tiiat  C.  Hauser  had  won  first  time  prize  in 
1  hour  10  2-5  seconds;  I.  G.  Perry,  second 
time  prize,  in  1  hour  11  minutes,  and  T.  G. 
Gillon,  third  time  prize,  in  1  hour  11  1-5  sec- 
onds. 


ELKES  BEATS  MILLER. 


Competition  Record  for  One  Hour  Broken   by  the 
Glens  Falls  Rider. 

In  a  race  with  Six-day  Miller  at  Buffalo 
last  Thursday  night,  Elkes  wiped  out  the  houi 
record  made  by  Linton  in  New  England  a 
few  days  ago,  putting  it  up  to  35  miles 
22o  yards.  Records  began  to  go  at  five  miles, 
and  at  twenty-five  miles  Elkes  was  twenty-one 
seconds  ahead  of  the  previous  figures. 


East  in  Chicago. 

Chicago,  Sept.  2. — Tom  Butler  defeated 
Frank  Starbuck  last  night  at  Ravenswood,  by 
more  than  two  laps  in  a  15-mile  motor-paced 
contest.  Butler's  time  was  26.15.  The  first 
fi.ve  miles  of  the  race  were  made  in  8.45,  which 
breaks  the  American  record  for  the  distance. 
In  a  five-mile  exhibition,  paced  by  a  motor, 
Jimmy  Bowler  lowered  the  American  record 
from  8.54  to  8.50  2-5. 


Returns  to  His  Eirst  Love. 

Earl  Kiser,  "the  Dayton  Dumpling,"  is 
again  mounted  on  a  Yellow  Fellow,  the  result 
of  his  recent  visit  to  Syracuse,  when  he  rode 
at  the  Hyland  Athletic  Club  meet.  He  prob- 
ably regrets  that  he  was  not  mounted  on  a 
Stearns  at  Syracuse  and  Erie,  where  New- 
house  beat  both  him  and  Cooper.  There 
must  be  something  in  the  bicycle  or  Kiser 
has  improved  wonderfully  in  form,  as  he 
won  the  championship  race  at  Wilkes-Barre 
on  his  Stearns  handily.  Kiser's  first  mount 
was  a  Stearns,  and  it  is  not  strange  that  he 
should  return  to  his  first  love. 
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AROUND  THE  CIRCUIT. 


Westfield,  Sept.  4. — Forty-two  riders  started 
in  the  annual  15-mile  road  race  on  the  West- 
field-Fanwood  course  here  to-day.  Jack 
Townsend,  of  Cranford,  scratch  man,  won  the 
first  time  prize  in  39  minutes  and  24  seconds. 
Charles  Embleton,  of  Westfield,  and  Ray 
Poole,  of  Plainfield,  were  tied  for  the  second 
time  prize,  their  time  being  39  minutes  and 
40  seconds.  They  started  from  the  15-minute 
mark.  William  Hyslop,  of  Westfield,  riding 
from  the  limit  of  five  minutes,  captured  first 
place,  and  A.  B.  Greene,  of  Plainfield,  a  two- 
and-a-half  minute  man,  got  second  place. 
Louie  Miller,  of  Westfield,  finished  third  and 
Herbert  Burdock,  of  Westfield,  fourth.  The 
time  made  by  Townsend  is  the  record  fo" 
road  racing  at  the  distance  in  Union  county. 


-.....; 


three-mile  open  and  five-mile  open  were  won 
by  George  W.  Storms.  Storms  also  won  the 
one-mile  match  race  against  George  S.  Cole- 
man, the  one-mile  champion  of  the  county. 
It  was  an  unpaced  race,  and  the  men  only 
made  the  distance  in  3.24. 


Hartford,  Conn.,  Sept.  4. — About  5,000  peo- 
ple saw  the  bicycle  races  at  Charter  Oak  Park 
this  afternoon,  the  weather  for  which  was  fine 
and  the  sport  good.  In  most  of  the  events  the 
time  was  fast,  and  the  finishes  were  close  and 
exciting. 


Boston,  Sept.  4.^The  L.  A.  W.  races  held 
at  Charles  River  Park  track  this  afternoon 
were  not  well  filled,  and  the  attendance  was 
small.  The  special  match  15-mile  motor-pace 
race  between  J.  F.  Moran,  national  champion, 
J.  F.  Ingraham,  of  Peabody,  and  F.  W. 
Ourish,  of  Boston,  was  booked  as  star  event, 
but  proved  not  up  to  expectations  because 
the  motors  worked  badly.  Moran  won  by 
three  laps.  Major  Taylor  was  shut  out  of  all 
the  prize  money. 


New  Bedford,  Sept.  4. — There  was  a  large 
attendance  at  the  race  here  to-day  between  E. 
A.  McDuffee  and  Henry  Gibson.  The  con- 
test was  a  remarkable  one  in  many  ways.  Mc- 
Duffee, the  winner,  rode  a  chainless  wheel, 
geared  to  135,  and  he  won  the  race  with  some- 
thing to  spare.  His  time  for  the  25  miles  was 
35.31.     The  race  was  motor  paced. 


Saratoga,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  4. — The  25-mile  road 
bicycle  race  here  this  morning  had  47  starters. 
The  time  prize,  starting  from  scratch,  was  won 
by  L.  J.  Schillinger,  of  Syracuse,  in  1.11.59|. 
The  first  three  winners  were  L.  J.  Nicholson, 
of  Sandy  Hill  (handicap,  6  minutes),  1.10.54|; 
Fredericlc  W.  Bunson,  of  Saratoga  (7  min- 
utes), and  J.  A.  Leary,  of  Saratoga  (6  min- 
utes). 


Chicago,  Sept.  4.- — The  first  annual  100-mile 
relay  road  race  of  the  Associated  Cycling 
Clubs  of  Chicago  was  run  to-day  between 
Milwaukee  and  Chicago,  and  resulted  in  a 
victory  for  the  Columbia-Logan  Square  Cy- 
cling Club,  H.  L.  Tronvig,  of  that  club,  cross- 
ing the  finish  line  at  Lincoln  Park  5  hours 
and  40  minutes  after  the  first  man  left  Mil- 
waukee. The  race  was  run  under  unfavorable 
conditions,  a  strong  wind  and  heavy  dusty 
roads  militating  against  good  time.  Many 
falls  and  accidents  of  a  minor  nature  were 
experienced. 


Sing  Sing,  Sept.  6. — The  race  meet  of  the 
Ossining  Wheelmen  at  Brookside  Park,  this 
city,  yesterday  drew  a  large  attendance.  The 
one-mile  novice  was  won  by  W.  E.  Davis,  of 
Sing  Sing,  in  2.29  1-5,  and  the  one-mile  open, 


Newark,  N.  J.,  Sept.  5. — At  the  Vailsburg 
track  yesterday  a  scries  of  short  races,  topped 
off  with  a  15-mile  paced  contest,  furnished 
jM-ime  sport.  The  Welsing  brothers,  of  the 
Greenwich  Wheelmen,  had  a  fine  time  of  it, 
Gus  winning  second  in  the  quarter-mile,  while 
Gus  and  Harry  together  made  a  runaway  of 
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Grand  Rapids  Cycle  Co.  , 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich. 
Gentlemen: 

Mock  was  successful  in  his  trial  for  the  record  for  24  hours,  as 
telegraphed  you  last  night.   The  start  was  made  at  7:25  a.  m.  on  Saturday, 
Aug.  26th,  and  the  course  was  the  surveyed  course  on  Long  Island  of  the 
Century  Road  Club.   The  timers  and  checkers  were  C.  R.  C,  officials,  and  the 
trial  was  under  the  personal  direction  of  Mr.  Porter,  chairman  of  the  Road 
Record  Committee  of  the  C.  R.  C. 

The  pace  was  done  on  triplets  and  tandems.   Mock  rode  the  entire 
distance  on  his  own  Clipper  chainless,  and  without  an  accident  of  any  kind. 
He  has  now  made  6  American  records,  and  has  ridden  over  1,000  miles  on  this 
wheel  within  ten  days  without  once  oiiing  or  in  any  way  adjusting  the  wheel. 

The  whole  trial  passed  off  without  a  hitch  of  any  kind,  and  at 
the  finish  Mock  was  as  strong  as  could  be,  and  wanted  to  keep  on  for  the 
500-mile  record.   He  was  in  much  better  condition  than  his  pacemakers, 
who  were  pretty  well  used  up.   Mock  rode  well  within  himself,  and  could 
easily  lower  all  his  records  with  faster  pace.   He  says  he  can  ride  400 
miles  in  the  24  hours. 

The  records  established,  together  with  the  previous  figures,  fol- 
low. 

MOCK'S  RECORDS.  OLD  RECORDS. 


100  miles,  Aug.  19th. 
200  miles,  Aug.  26th. 
Twelve  hours    ' ' 
300  miles,      * ' 
Twenty-four  hrs. 


4  hours  44  minutes. 
11  hrs.  26  min.  30  sec. 
210  miles  and  odd  yards. 
18  hrs.  22  min.  30  sec. 


4  hours  59  minutes. 
11  hrs.  41  min.  45. 
205  mi.  790  feet. 
22  hrs.  56  min.  8. 
355  1-6  miles. 


386  miles,  odd  yards. 
Mock's  record  also  beats  Waller's  professional  outdoor  record 
of  368  miles  by  over  18  miles. 

Mock  rode  the  first  100  miles  in  4  hrs.  55  minutes,  inside  all 

previous  records  except  his  own. 
400  miles,  25  hrs,  6  min.  30  sec. 

New  York  C.  R.  C.  officials  are  wild  over  the  results,  as  they 

have  not  had  these  records  here  before. 

Yours  very  truly, 

THE  CLIPPER  PEOPLE, 

A.  G.  S. 
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the  two-mile  event.  In  the  paced  event,  King, 
the  Newark  midget,  outrode  Earl,  the  Kings 
County  star.  King  took  the  lead  at  the  start 
and  kept  it,  gaining  gradually  all  the  way  and 
winning  by  a  mile.  The  five  miles  were  cov- 
ered in  9  minutes  35  seconds,  and  ten  miles 
in  19  minutes  57  seconds. 


Reading,  Sept.  4. — A  large  crowd  witnessed 
the  Labor  Day  diamond  race  meet  held  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Electric  Wheelmen,  this 
city,  this  afternoon.  A  strong  northeast  wind 
was  blowing,  which  handicapped  the  riders, 
but  did  not  prevent  the  local  man,  C.  W. 
Krick,  from  romping  away  with  the  mile  open 
in  2.46  3-5,  the  two-mile  handicap  from  scratch 
in  4.40,  and  the  three-mile  handicap  from  the 
same  back  mark  in  7.35  8-5. 


Troy,  Sept.  4. — The  25-mile-handicap  road 
race  here  to-day  was  run  in  very  fast  time, 
considering  the  adverse  conditions.  The 
heavy  storm  yesterday  left  the  roads  in  an  un- 
favorable condition  and  a  strong  north  wind 
helped  retard  the  riders.  Sixty-one  started 
and  several  bad  spills  occurred.  A.  J.  Watson, 
of  Troy,  received  a  fractured  arm.  The  time 
prize  was  won  by  Roy  C.  Vrooman,  of  Sche- 
nectady, in  1  hour  and  12  minute*. 


Waltham,  Sept.  4. — The  special  Labor  Day 
meet  here  this  afternoon  produced  some  high- 
class  racing,  and  was  attended  by  a  big  crowd. 
The  principal  feature  was  the  25-mile 
motor-paced  race  by  Harry  Elkes  against  Joe 
Downey  and  Arthur  Porter,  the  latter  pair 
riding  in  relays  of  12i  miles  each.  Elkes 
proved  too  speedy  for  both  of  the  men  and 
won  handily,  finishing  the  25  miles  two  laps 
ahead  of  Downey,  who  rode  on  the  second 
relay.  Time,  42  minutes  53  1-5  seconds.  An- 
other feature  which  attracted  considerable 
local  attention  was  the  10-mile  motor-paced 
race  between  Everett  Ryan,  of  the  Waltham 
Cycle  Club,  and  J.  Farnham,  of  the  Metro- 
politan Wheelmen,  Boston.  Ryan  won  by 
two  laps. 


Morristown,  N.  J.,  Sept.  4.— Fully  5,000  per- 
sons attended  the  field  day  games  of  Court 
Ridgedale,  Independent  Order  of  Foresters, 
at  the  Morristown  Driving  Park  to-day.  The 
bicycle  races-  in  the  afternoon  brought  out  a 
large  field  of  entries.  A.  F.  'Nye,  Jr.,  of  the 
Greenwich  Wheelmen,  had  things  his  own  way 
and  carried  off  all  the  prizes  he  wanted,  ex- 
cept the  two-mile  handicap.  He  rode  from 
scratch  and  caught  the  bunch  before  the  half 
was  finished,  but  a  puncture  in  the  second  lap 
put  him  out  of  the  race.  Joseph  Corby  lapped 
A.  C.  Ayers's  wheel  in  the  sixth  lap  of  the 
five-mile  race  and  fell  heavily,  dislocating  his 
shoulder.  C.  W.  Stobbie  and  Arthur  Jones 
piled  over  him,  but  no  serious  hurts  resulted 
therefrom. 


Newburgh,  Sept.  4. — Thirty-five  hundred 
persons  saw  the  Labor  Day  races  of  the  New- 
burgh Wheelmen,  N.  A.  W.,  at  Ramsdell  Park 
to-day.  They  were  the  first  contests  on  a  new 
half-mile  track,  which  the  recent  rains  put  in 
excellent  condition.  Between  heats  a  New- 
burgh quad  ran  into  a  14-year-old  newsboy 
named  Harry  Cohen,  who  sustained  a  com- 
pound fracture  of  an  ankle  and  other  inju'-ies. 
William  Morris,  one  of  the  quad,  had  collar- 
bone broken  and  others  were  cut  and  bruised 
severely. 
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ACTUAL    COST    PRICE. 


What    the    Necessity   of  Knowing    This   Absolutely 
Becomes  Now  the  Boom  Is  Gone. 


^*.. 


BEFORE  the  manufacturer  of  a  bicycle  or 
a  part  or  a  sundry  is  qualified  to  fix 
prices  on  his  products  he  must  know  defi- 
nitely what  they  have  cost  him.  Not  only  is 
the  factory  cost  to  be  figured,  but  all  the  sell- 
ing expense,  since  both  must  come  out  of  the 
selling  price  before  anything  can  be  set  down 
to  the  profit  account.  It  is  to  'be  feared  that 
not  all  cycle  manufacturers  have  been  careful 
enough  in  this  department  of  their  bookkeep- 
ing, which  accounts  in  part  for  the  unsatis- 
factory conditions  with  regard  to  prices  lately 
complained  of  in  the  trade. 

No  argument  is  needed  to  prove  that  the 
manufacturer  who  is  ignorant  of  the  cost  of 
his  products  is  ill  prepared  to  make  a  firm 
stand  for  a  given  selling-price.  If  he  has 
only  guesswork  to  guide  him  with  regard  to 
the  details  of  manufacturing  expenses,  he  will 
be  tempted  more  easily  to  undersell  his  neigh- 
bor, regardless  of  the  figure,  than  is  the  man 
who  knows  the  cost  of  every  foot  or  pound, 
and  that  sales  at  less  than  a  certain  figure 
mean  a  clear  loss  of  just  so  much  money. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  some  very  hand- 
some fortunes  have  been  made  in  the  cycle 
trade.  On  the  whole,  the  rewards  of  good 
business  management  have  been  as  liberal 
therein  as  in  any  other  line,  but  there  have  been 
fortunes  due  also  to  favorable  circumstances. 
So  long  as  the  demand  for  cycles  increased  as 
fast  as  the  capacity  for  producing  them,  people 
were  ready  to  pay  whatever  might  be  charged. 
It  was  only  when  there  came  to  be  a  surplus 
factory  capacity  that  the  hot  competition  in 
prices  set  in  which  has  threatened  disaster  to 
the  trade. 

Another  thing  which  postponed  the  era  of 
competition  was  the  protection  afforded  for 
so  many  years  by  patents.  Then  it  was  pos- 
sible to  make  money  in  the  cycle  trade  with- 
out figuring  closely  on  the  cost  of  production. 
There  were  profits  for  the  manufacturer,  for  the 
jobber  and  for  the  agent,  and  yet  without 
making  the  consumer  feel  that  prices  were  ex- 
orbitant. But  since  the  era  of  price-cutting 
'began,  the  consumer  wants  to  buy  at  prices 
where  profit  is  out  of  the  question,  and  he 
complains  even  then  that  prices  are  too  high, 
while  the  manufacturer  perhaps  insists  that 
he  is  losing  money. 

One  thing  certain  is  that  the  old  days  are 
not  to  return,  when  the  cycle  business  paid 
in  spite  of  leaks  on  every  hand.  No  longer 
can  the  manufacturer  go  on,  trusting  to  luck 
to  take  in  more  money  during  the  year  than 
he  pays  out,  the  difference  being  all  profit. 
'Now,  close  calculation  is  required  to  put  the 
cost  of  production  low  enough  to  enable  him 
to  sell  on  even  terms  with  his  competitor, 
without  loss.  While  probably  no  one  will 
deny  these  assertions,  no  doubt  there  still  are 
m.anufacturers  who  are  unable  to  say  how 
much  a  given  article  in  their  line  costs,  either 
in  detail  or  as  a  whole,  or  how  much  expense 
is  involved  in   selling  it.     It  does  not  always 


happen,  when  a  manufacturer  thinks  he  has 
solved  these  problems,  that  he  is  right,  since 
expert  bookkeeping  is  necessary  to  arrive  at 
industrial  secrets  no  less  than  in  probing  the 
condition  of  a  financial  concern. 

No  scale  of  costs  of  production  can  be 
drawn  up  that  will  be  applicable  to  all  cases,  or 
even  to  all  cases  or  to  all  concerns  in  a  single 
'branch  of  the  cycle  trade.  T'his  is  something 
which  each  maker  must  work  out  for  himself. 
But  no  manufacturer  is  prepared  to  fix  prices 
on  his  goods  until  he  is  able  to  account  for 
every  cent  of  the  cost  of  producing  and  mar- 
keting them,  and  knows  beyond  a  doubt 
whether  a  certain  selling  figure  will  mean 
profit  or  loss. 


Morgan-Sieg  Start  Up. 

The  Charles  H.  Sieg  Mfg.  Co.,  which  re- 
cently passed  under  the  management  of  Mor- 
gan &  Wright,  of  Chicago,  on  Friday  sent 
out  a  call  asking  all  the  old  employees  of  the 
firm  to  return  to  work  on  Tuesday.  A  force 
of  100  men  will  be  put  to  work  at  once,  and 
200  more  will  -be  needed  by  October  1.  The 
new  company  will  engage  exclusively  in  the 
manufacture   of  bicycles  at  Kenosha. 


Steel  Prices  Still  lligher. 

Steel  billet  prices  in  Pittsburg  and  Phila- 
delphia, on  August  30,  were  $37  and  $39,  re- 
spectively, an  increase  of  $1  in  each  city  in 
one  week,  and  an  increase  of  over  100  per 
cent  in  one  year. 


fIXTlRES. 


L.  A.  W. 

SEPTEMBER. 

9 — Hazelton,   Pa.;   Hazelton  Athletic  Association. 

9 — Morris  Wheelmen,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

9 — Referee  Wheelmen,   Philadelphia,   Pa. 
12 — Oneida    Co.    Agric.   'Society,    Rhinelander,    Wis. 
21 — Essex  Agricultural  Society,  Essex,  Mass. 
26— Mineola,  Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  Alex  Schwalbach. 

OCTOBER. 

4 — H.  A.  Keith,  Brockton,   Mass. 

4 — Cape  May  Co.  Fair  Association,  Cape  May,  N.  J. 

5— H.  A.  Keith.  Brockton,  Mass. 

5 — Cape  May  Co.  Fair  Association,   Cape  May,  N.  J. 

6— H.  A.  Keith,  Brockton,  Mass. 

7— H.  A.  Keith,   Brockton,   Mass. 

N.  C.  A. 

SEPTEMBER. 

10 — Guttenburg,  N.  J.:  Guttenburg  Racing  Association. 

10 — Vailsiburg,  N.  J.:  New  Jersey  Racing  Association. 

12 — ^Baltimore,    Md. :    National    Colosseum. 

14 — \\'ashington,   D.   C. :   Park   Bicycle   Club. 

16 — St.   Louis,  Mo.:  World's  Fair  Cycle  Racing  Asso- 
ciation. 

16— White  Plains,  N.  Y.:  White  Plains  Wheelmen. 

20 — Southington   (Conn.)  Agricultural  Society. 

23 — ^St.    Louis,  Mo.:  World's   Fair   Cycle   Racing  Asso- 
ciation. 

30 — St.   Louis,  Mo.:  World's  Fair  Cycle  Racing  Asso- 
ciation. 

OCTOBER. 

14— Washington,   D.    C. :   Park   Bicycle   Club. 
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Announcement 


1900  HIGH-GRADE 
BICYCLE  MATERIAL 


The  1900  Pedal  Sensation. 

ENTIRELY  NEW, 

SIMPLE  AND  PRACTICAL. 

AROWN... 

Balanced  PEDALS 

Price  the  lowest  ever  made  on 
pedals  o£  such  superior  merit. 


^TT^f      (HUBS 
I  hnt^  HUNGERS 
■■■  ^^^^     EXPANDERS 

Sell  Your  Wheels. 

They  Are  Unapproachable. 

GET  PRICES....THEY  WILL  INTEREST. 


Lefever  Chains. 

FINEST  FINISH. 
ABSOLUTELY   ACCURATE. 

New  Bolt-Locking  Device. 

Remember,  Lefever  Nickel-Steel  Chains  do  not 
break  or  stretch. 


Trebert  Automatic 

Coaster  i^  Brake. 

PRACTICAL,  LIGHT, 

INEXPENSIVE,... 

Makes    Cycling   a    Pleasure. 


Sager's  Magnificent 
. 1900  Saddles, 

Including  the 

famous  flexibles. 
Sager  Chainless  Gears 

Holdingf   the   world's    records    against   all  comers. 


Silver-Steel 
Nickel-Steel 
Number  6 

Nipples.       Nipples.     Nipples. 


Spokes. 


NICKEL-STEEL  ROAD  SPOKES 

Guaranteed  best  in  the  market. 


TUCKER  ^ 
MAPLE^^ 
RIMS  ^  ^  ^ 


Strictly  White 
Second  Growth 
Stock. 


ELEGANT    FANCY   COLORS 

IN   COACH   FINISH. 
SEE  THE  TUCKER  SHAPE. 


Steel    Drop  -  Forgings. 

Special  Crank  Steel 
used  only  by... 

Chicago  Drop-Forge  Co* 

Estimates  on  all  work  from  blue- prints  or  models 
promptly  furnished. 


Ask   for   prices   on   the   above   lines   before   contracting. 
Our    salesmen    are    always    pleased    to    show    samples. 

IVEN-BRANDENBURG     CO.,    united  states  Selling  Agents, 


Kindly   mention  The  Wheel 


J3J-I33  LAKE  ST.,  CHICAGO.      ^      56  READE  ST.,  NEW  YORK. 
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EVERYTHING    FROM    EVERYWHERE. 


......^ 


-•••••»••••••••• 


Oil   helps  progress,   but   doesn't   make   it. 


The  "passing  cyclist"  is  ready  to  vote  for  a 
stringent   dog   law. 


When  about  to  turn  a  corner  the  bell  should 
always  be  rung;  it  is  also  safer  to  slow  down. 


In  these  days  of  motor  pacing,  records  are 
like  a  $10  bill — easily  •broken,  and  just  for  the 
change. 


The  garden  of  cycle  humbugs  would  raise 
a  slim  crop  if  it  wasn't  watered  with  the  sweat 
of  cycling  fools. 


A  proposition  to  run  a  cycle  track  over  the 
houses  in  London  is  the  latest  idea  belonging 
to  the  silly  season. 


The  chainless  wheel  is  a  success,  but  what 
the  average  cyclist  wants  around  puncture 
time  is  a  tire-less  one. 


Wise  was  the  juvenile  who  said  that  phil- 
osophers are  men  who  ride  philosipedes.  He 
ought  to  be  one  some  day. 


Always  protect  your  saddle  from  the  rain. 
A  wet  saddle  becomes  hard  and  unshapely,  and 
consequently  uncomfortable. 


One  could  not  grumble  so  much  as  to  so 
many  fast  cyclists  feeing  punished  by  law  if 
drivers   were  treated  similarly. 


The  man  with  the  new  idea  in  connection 
with  cycling  is  a  crank  until  his  idea  succeeds, 
then  he  is  a  "mechanical  genius." 


There  is  this  much  about  the  automobile 
at  present — the  public  is  not  obliged  to  buy 
the  machines  if  the  price  doesn't  suit. 


The  secret  of  success  in  the  cycling  world 
has  been  well  kept,  considering  that  so  many 
people  are  anxious  to  tell  you  all  about  it. 


He  is  not  always  the  greatest  who  leaves  in 
his  rear  the  deepest  track;  nor  is  he  swiftest 
wdio  has  got  the  biggest  hump  upon  his  back. 


An  advertisement  in  a  German  paper  reads 
as  follows:  "A  medical  student  wishes  to 
exchange  a  well-preserved  skeleton  for  a  bi- 
cycle." 


Out  of  a  total  of  thirty  thousand  applications 
for  patents  made  last  year  no  fewer  than  six 
thousand  were  connected  with  cycles  and  cycle 
accessories. 


'In  fashionable  country  houses  cycle  stables 
are  now  being  put  up,  with  a  groom  in  at- 
tendance, for  the  convenience  of  friends  who 
may  be  visiting. 


A  chain  may  be  easily  and  quickly  cleaned 
with  a  couple  of  quill  pens.  One  should  be 
used  to  remove  dust  and  dirt  from  the  links, 
and  the  other  to  lubricate. 


The  women  .members  of  the  Vienna  Cy- 
clists' Clu'b  have  a  club  costume  consisting  of 
gray  velvet  bloomers,  white  blouses  and  white 
hats,  with  black  coque  quills. 


The  rider  who  knows  nothing  and  wants 
to  find  everything  out  is  only  equaled  as  a 
bore  by  the  man  who  knows  e^'ery thing  and 
is  always  wanting  to  tell  it  all. 


Al  Weinig  knocked  out  Doc  Payne,  of 
Cleveland,  in  four  rounds,  before  the  Haw- 
thorn Club.  It  was  a  hard  fight,  and  Weinig 
fought  like  a  sure  enough  comer. 


When  taking  your  cycle  by  rail  do  not  lock 
the  wheel  before  putting  it  in  the  baggage 
car;  if  you  do  the  machine  may  be  damaged 
by  a  baggage  man  trying  to  wheel  it.  • 


Few  racing  men  are  able  to  snatch  victory 
from  the  jaws  of  defeat.  However,  if  defeat 
obstinately  refuses  to  stare  the  racing  man  in 
the  face,  what  can  be  done  about  it? 


Long  cranks  may  give  increased  power,  but 
they  have  a  trick  of  cramping  the  knee,  and 
the  knees  thereupon  lash  the  diaphragm,  es- 
pecially if  the  rider  is  inclined  to  embonpoint. 


"Where  are  you  riding,  my  pretty  maid?" 
"I  am  cycling  around  the  world,  sir,"  she 
said.  "But  I  will  in  confidence  tell  you,  my 
lad.  I'm  making  the  blufif  for  the  sake  of  the 
ad." 


Tell  a  woman  that  you  never  knew  what 
"poetry  of  motion"  was  until  you  saw  her 
ride  a  wheel,  "and  you  will  be  rewarded  with 
her  most  reliable  smile  every  time  you  meet 
her  thereafter. 


Sprains  and  fractures  should  be  treated  with 
hot  water,  and  not  with  cold.  It  is  surpris- 
ing how  hot  applications  relieve  pain,  and  how 
the  bandage  by  pressure  prevents  swelling  and 
inflammation. 

As  an  example  of  how  much  the  German 
fears  American  competition,  here  is  an  adver- 
tisement of  a  Dresden  cycle  dealer:  "I  sell 
for  intending  suicides  American  trash  at  the 
price  of  120  marks." 


Now  comes  an  announcement  of  a  bicycle 
which  closes  up  to  the  size  of  an  umbrella. 
This  is  not  enough;  what  is  really  wanted  is 
one  which  can  be  turned  into  an  umbrella 
when  the  weather  is  wet. 


"Have  pedestrians  any  rights  that  bicyclists 
are  bound  to  respect?" — A  correspondent. 
Yes,  they  have  still  the  right  to  make  up  their 
minds  as  to  what  wheel  they  will  ride  when 
they  take  to  cycling  themselves. 


The  claim  is  made  that  Bufifalo  is  the  great- 
est cycle  town  in  the  country.  On  every 
summer  day  on  which  there  is  no  rain  from 
fifty  to  sixty  thousand  wheels  are  ridden.  There 
is  one  wheel  to  every  eight  men,  women  and 
children,    including    the    poorest. 


One  of  the  most  dangerous  places  which 
can  be  injured  is  the  knee,  yet  in  cycling, 
when  one  has  a  fall,  it  is  one  of  the  most 
likely  parts  to  be  hurt.  The  only  safe  way 
to  treat  a  bad  knee  is  to  give  it  all  the  rest 
possible,  and  by  no  means  to  cycle  when  in- 
jured. 


A  female  inventor  appeared  on  the  streets 
of  Babylon,  L.  I.,  last  week  on  a  bicycle, 
and  towing  behind,  by  means  of  a  rope,  was 
a  baby  carriage.  The  baby  was  in  the  car- 
riage, and  was  cooing  in  evident  apprecia- 
tion of  its  novel  ride,  due  to  the  inventive 
genius   of   its   mother. 


If  a  young  man  named  Scanlan,  who  was 
arrested  in  New  York,  charged  with  embez- 
zlement, had  confined  his  road  riding  to  a 
bicycle  he  probably  would  not  be  in  jail 
now.  Asked  by  the  judge  what  made  him 
eniibezzk,  he  said:  "'It  must  have  been  that 
pneumatic-tired  runabout.  It  did  cost  so 
much  to  have  the  punctures  fixed." 


Director  Crum,  of  the  Columbus,  Ohio, 
Department  of  Law,  says  that  he  "believes 
that  a  very  slight  increase  of  the  levy,  to- 
gether with  the  tax  of  25  cents  each  on  bicy- 
cles, would  be  sufficient  to  keep  the  streets 
of  Columbus  in  perfect  repair."  But  why 
not  a  whole  loaf  instead  of  this  crumb?  Why 
not  tax  every  vehicle  and  not  bicycles  alone? 


The  human  heart  is  six  inches  in  length, 
four  inches  in  diameter  and  beats  on  an  aver- 
age seventy  times  per  minute,  4,200  times  an 
hour,  100,800  times  a  day  and  36,792,000  times 
in  the  course  of  the  year.  So  that  the  heart 
of  an  ordinary  man  eighty  years  of  age  has 
beaten  3,000,000,000  times.  Scorchers  who 
wish  to  reach  the  eighty-year  limit  should 
learn  the  above  figures  by  heart  and  then 
profit  thereby. 

Walter  M.  Cowell,  an  attorney  of  Kenosha, 
has  presented  to  the  Kenosha  City  Council 
the  bicycle  ordinance  which  prohibits  women 
from  riding  unless  they  have  passed  an  ex- 
amination as  to  their  fitness  to  guide  a 
wheel.  Upon  being  granted  a  permit  to  ride, 
the  wheelwoman  must  file  a  $100  bond  "that 
all  damages  caused  by  the  careless  riding  or 
other  improper  handling  or  manipulation  of  a 
bicycle  will  be  paid  by  the  said  female  if  the 
accident  is  shown  to  be  the  resultant  from  the 
carelessness  of  said  licensee." 


Why  is  it  that  the  young  blood  of  cycling 
cannot  be  content  with  a  pace  more  consistent 
with  enjoyment?  is  a  question  that  troubles 
many  who  note  that  the  younger  and  weaker 
the  rider,  the  more  likely  will  be  the  endeavor 
to  pose  as  a  speed  merchant.  It  is  a  query 
that  is  unanswerable  until  the  questioner  be- 
comes a  rider  and  recognizes  that  there  is 
some  inherent  power  in  a  cycle  that  urges  the 
novice  to  scorch.  Everyone  who  rides  knows 
he  suffered  from  the  craze  for  pace  in  his 
young  days,  time  proving  the  only  cure,  lec- 
turing having  not  the  slightest  eflfect. 
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THE  SPRINGFIELD  HANGER 


Will  give  tone  to  your  bicycle.  No 
other  hanger  on  the  market  has  drop- 
forged  box  and  drop-forged  sprockets. 


Note  the  new  oiling  device.    It  is  our 

aim  not  to  make  a  cheap  hanger  but 
the  very  best  hanger. 


ftES;c//*2 


DCS/SN  *a 


]va:iVK:E:it^ : 


Springfield  Drop-Forging  Co., 


SELLING  AGENTS : 

CROSBY  &  MAYER  CO. 

Buffalo.    Chicago. 
New  York.    Toledo,    London. 


;Brlg:lx1:^vsroo<l, 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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A  ST.  LOIISAN  ON  LONG  ISLAND 

and    His    Notes    on    Riders    Met    in 

BOSTON  AND  THE  WHITE  MOINTAINS. 


St.  Louis  riders  are  not  all  good  hill  climbers,  but 
they  are  nearly  all  uncommonly  good  coasters.  Since 
the  early  cycling  days  they  have  been  famous  in  that 
respect.  Two  easterners,  both  on  machines  con- 
structed especially  for  safety,  coasted  down  Mount 
Washington  for  record  purposes.  A  party  of  St. 
Louis  men  then  came  East  and  on  their  ordinary 
high  wheels  broke  the  records  anew.  A  rider  edu- 
cated on  the  St.  Louis  hills  was  the  first  to  coast 
Pike's  Peak. 

A  party  of  St.  Louis  riders  went  to  the  recent  na- 
tional meet  at  Boston.  They  traversed  Long  Island 
before  the  meet,  and  the  White  Mountains  district 
afterward.  In  a  personal  letter  one  of  them  describes 
the  jaunt.  The  letter  will  interest  all  riders,  and  the 
bit  of  Missouri  ego  in  it  is  natural  and  pardonable. 

St.  Louis,  Aug.  31. — Yes,  I  went,  and  had 
a  rip-roaring  good  time.  We  reached  New- 
York  Sunday  morning,  rode  up  to  Mt.  Ver- 
non that  afternoon  and  came  back  via 
Yonkers  and  Riverside  Drive.  Monday  we 
rode  down  to  Coney  Island  via  the  Cycle 
Path  in  the  afternoon. 

On  Tuesday  we  went  across  Long  Island 
via  South  Shore  to  East  Moriches,  thence  to 
Riverhead  and  Greenport.  From  East 
Moriches  to  Riverhead  we  rode  by  moon- 
light, a  most  charming  ride. 

People  at  Eastport  asked  us  if  we  had 
lamps;  advised  us  not  to  ride  across  the  island 
without  them  .as  there  were  some  "terrific" 
hills  and  .we  would  surely  break  our  necks 
unless  we  used  lamps.  Well,  as  you  know, 
some  of  us  have  been  tackling  hig  hills  a 
good  many  years  without  lamps — remember 
the  old  Saturday  night  rides  out  the  Man- 
chester Pike,  and  the  let-her-rip  coasts  down 
old  Solomon's  on  ordinaries?  So  we  did  not 
buy  any  lamps,  and  are  still  in  the  land  of  the 
living. 

In  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  we  struck 
all  kinds  of  roads,  from  sand  a  foot  deep  to 
smooth  macadam  boulevards,  and  a  few  hills 
which  reminded  us  of  home. 

At  Stonington  we  were  advised  to  take 
train  to  Providence,  as  road  was  nothing  but 
hills  and  boulders.  We  located  the  boulders 
all  right  enough,  but  are  still  wondering  what 
became  of  the  hills. 

Some  of  those  eastern  people  ought  to 
come  West  and  learn  how  to  ride  a  bicycle. 
We  saw  hardly  anyone  coasting  except  on 
perfectly  smooth  grades  in  parks  or  on 
boulevards,  and  as  for  climbing  hills,  they  are 
not  in  it  with  the  Missouri  article. 

They  are  geared  up  too  high.  A  77  to  84 
inch  gear  and  a  sandy  road,  with  an  occa- 
sional hill  thrown  in,  makes  a  very  poor  com- 
bination. We  met  a  great  many  riders  be- 
tween New  York  and  Boston,  and  had  ample 
opportunity  to  get  satisfactory  proof  of  the 
above  assertion. 

We  reached  Boston  Thursday,  2  p.  m.,  and 
from  that  time  to  Monday  afternoon  were 
busy  day  and  night.  We  bumped  into  George 
Oeters  the  first  day  we  were  there,  and  he  did 
much  to  make  things  pleasant  for  us.  He  is 
for  the  present  a  Bostonian. 

Monday  afternoon  we  left  Boston  with  the 
White  Mountain  touring  party,  and  had  a 
most  delightful  three  days'  tour  through  that 
country.  There  were  six  of  us  from  St.  Louis 
and  seven  New  Yorkers.     The  rest  of  them 


were  gathered  from  all  parts  of  the  country, 
and  a  nicer  crowd  of  people  I  never  met  up 
with  in  my  life. 

We  found  the  roads  rather  heavy,  no  rain 
for  six  weeks,  though  in  the  main  the  riding 
was  very  fair,  and  in  places  excellent,  though 
there  were  sandy  stretches  where  even  St. 
Louis  had  to  walk. 

What  opened  the  eyes  oi  the  balance  of  the 
party  was  to  see  the  St.  Louis  crowd  coast 
the  hills.  The  others  got  off  and  walked 
when  grades  got  too  strong  for  back  pedal- 
ing. There  was  a  chap  from  Colorado 
Springs  with  200  century  hars,  and  he  was 
among  the  best  pedestrians  in  the  crowd. 

When  we  started  down  the  hill  from  the 
Profile  House  through  the  Franconia  Notch 
Lon  Peck,  the  manager,  said  he  hoped  he 
would  not  find  four  or  five  St.  Louisans  at 
the  bottom  waiting  for  their  coffins.  The  hill 
is  three  miles  long  and  the  average  grade  is 
about  like  the  south  side  of  Rogers  Hill  on 
the  De  Soto  road,  though  the  surface  is  not 
so  good.  There  are  sandy  places  and  an  oc- 
casional boulder  to  dodge.  It  is  dangerous; 
there  is  no  question  about  that.  A  professor 
from  Ann  Arbor  was  killed  on  it  a  couple  of 
weeks  ago.    We  got  down  all  right. 

There  is  another  dangerous  hill  over  at 
the  Crawford  House,  between  Crawford  and 
Willey  House.  There  is  a  drop  of  600  feet  in 
one  mile  there,  with  a  terrific  down  shoot  in 
the  last  200  feet. 

Outside  these  two  the  grades  up  there  are 
only  ordinary,  and  anyone  can  make  the  trip 
comfortably.  The  distances  between  stop- 
ping places  are  short  and  the  hotels  are  A  1. 
There  are  many  things  to  be  seen  in  the  way 
of  pools,  lakes,  pretty  scenery  and  water 
falls. 

This  trip  was  the  most  pleasant  part  of  my 
vacation  and  will  never  be  forgotten. 

The  party  returned  to  Boston  Thursday 
evening  and  are  now  scattered  in  every  direc- 
tion, though  many  of  us  expressed  the  hope 
that  we  would  meet  in  Milwaukee  next  vear. 


WE  SHALL  SEE  THIS. 


One  of  Those  Pleasant  Pictures  of  the  Day  When 
Motors  Will  Mote. 

There  is  something  about  the  press  work 
of  the  Electric  Vehicle  Co.  of  New  York, 
New  Jersey  and  a  score  of  other  States  that 
stamps  the  work  as  that  of  a  thorough 
craftsman.  For  example,  this:  The  Electric 
Vehicle  Co. -is  rapidly  preparing  a  system  of 
urban  and  suburban  service  which  at  an  early 
day  will  greatly  lessen  the  usefulness  of  the 
horse.  The  first  and  most  conspicuous  exten- 
sion of  the  automobile  work  will  be  in  New 
Jersey.  The  company  now  has  4,500  vehicles 
under  construction  for  use  in  that  State.  The 
first  deliveries  on  this  order  are  expected  next 
month.  They  will  be  put  into  operation  in  all 
the  New  Jersey  territory  between  New  York, 
Jersey  City  and  Philadelphia.  Asked  regard- 
ing all  of  this,  James  E.  Hayes,  president  of 
the  company,  said: 


"It  should  not  be  understood  that  we  in- 
tend to  compete  with  trolley  and  steam  car 
lines.  That,  under  the  present  conditions, 
would  be  out  of  the  question.  What  we  in- 
tend to  begin  with  may  be  described  as  a  gen- 
eral livery  and  delivery  system.  All  the 
great  merchants  of  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia send  their  delivery  wagons  out  into 
the  country  to  great  distances  around  the  re- 
spective cities.  We  intend  to  take  contracts 
with  our  automobile  wagons  for  this  kind  of 
work.  Or,  if  the  merchants  prefer  to  do  their 
own  delivery,  we  are  prepared  to  manufac- 
ture and  sell  the  best  type  of  vehicles  for  the 
purpose.  In  all  the  important  towns  between 
New  York  and  Philadelphia  we  will  have 
stations  where  vehicles  may  have  batteries 
recharged,  or  where  relays  may  be  had  as  in 
the  old  stage-coaching  days.  But  we  will  not 
at  present  begin  carrying  passengers  over 
fixed  routes  between  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia. What  we  expect  to  do  first,  besides 
the  general  carrying  and  delivering  work, 
is  to  create  an  automobile  livery  service  in 
all  the  large  towns  across  and  through  New- 
Jersey. 

"For  instance,  if  a  party  of  friends,  or  one 
or  two  persons  only,  wish  to  make  a  trip 
over  the  country  roads  to  Philadelphia  and 
back,  we  will  he  able  to  furnish  any  size  and 
variety  of  vehicle  desired.  Besides  this,  there 
will  be  a  large  amount  of  business  travel. 
The  handling  of  this  kind  of  work  by  auto- 
mobiles is  bound  to  come  very  soon.  People 
do  not  regard  the  automobile  as  an  alto- 
gether serious  proposition.  The  clumsy,  big- 
wheeled  concerns  seen  about  the  streets  are 
still  regarded  as  curiosities.  But  the  vehicles 
are  being  improved  in  appearance  and  effect- 
iveness every  day,  and  those  even  now  turned 
out  are  as  handsome  as  any  horse  vehicle 
made. 

"It  is  too  early  yet  to  go  into  any  details 
of  the  service  we  are  about  to  inaugurate.  At 
present  automobiles  cannot  be  let  at  much 
under  the  rate  charged  for  a  horse-drawn 
vehicle,  but  undoubtedly  this  will  be  modi- 
fied later.  Automobiles  are  becoming  very 
popular  with  physicians.  Every  day  more 
and  more  doctors,  in  their  country  and  city 
rides,  are  adopting  the  electric  carriage.  It  is 
especially  well  adapted  to  their  uses.  Several 
Brooklyn  physicians  use  electric  carriages  in 
visiting  their  patients.  In  Manhattan  they 
have  ibeen  in  use  by  the  profession  for 
months.  It  has  been  rumored  that  they 
would  shortly  be  employed  in  the  livery  work 
of  the  Waldorf-Astoria." 


St.  Louis  Cycling  Asleep. 

St.  Louis,  Aug.  31. — Cycling  is  dead  as  a 
door  nail  here.  .  Business  is  dull  and  only 
the  most  enthusiastic  are  riding.  The 
weather  in  August  and  early  September  is 
too  sultry  to  make  riding  comfortable  or 
pleasant,  Besides  the  country  roads  are  a 
foot  deep  in  dust,  as  we  have  had  a  very  dry 
summer. 

From  a  racing  point  of  view  this  has  been 
the  poorest  season  for  years.  We  had  a  road 
race  in  June  and  a  national  circuit  L.  A.  W. 
meet  July  7.  The  latter  was  a  financial  fail- 
ure owing  to  a  postponement.  The  N.  C.  A. 
will  give  a  meet  Sept.  15  and  16.  If  it  proves 
a  money  maker  they  will  run  a  series  of  in- 
door meets  at  the  Coliseum  IJiis  winter  to 
follow  it  up  with. 
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HOW  PRATT  LANDS  'E\l. 


Psychological  Letter-Writing  Ability  of  the  Clipper 

People's  Sales  Manager  — A  Recent 

Sample. 

If  there  is  any  one  thing  J.  Elmer  Pratt 
knows  how  to  do  better  than  the  many  other 
things  he  knows  how  to  do,  it  is  to  tell  the 
truth  convincingly  in  writing.  His  letter- 
writing  ability  has  brought  him  into  very  val- 
uable relationship  with  a  great  many  bicycle 
■dealers.  As  sales  manager  of  the  Grand  Rap- 
ids Cycle  Co.  he  has  done  wonders  in  this 
psychological  branch  of  his  work. 

Pratt  has  just  sent  lOUt  a  circular  letter  to 
retail  dealers.  It  has  a  postscript  which  is  re- 
printed here: 

"At  present  we  shall  mail  this  letter  to  but 
one  dealer  in  a  town.  You're  the  'one.'  We 
want  you;  if  we  can't  have  your  trade  we're 
going  after  your  strongest  competitor.  We 
may  get  him.  The  surest  way  for  you  to  pre- 
vent us  is  to  reply  to  this  announcement  with 
a  request  for  prices,  terms,  etc." 

The  letter  ds  equally  persuasive  all  through. 
It  embodies,  among  others,  the  following 
facts : 

During  the  year  ending  August  1,  1899, 
more  Clipper  bicycles  by  30  per  cent  were 
sold  than  during  any  previous  year. 

Nearly  25  per  cent  of  the  product  con- 
sisted O'f  Bevel  Gear  Chainless  Clippers. 

Automatic  coasting  devices  will  be  fitted 
to  all  1900  cbaan  wheels  if  so  ordered,  and  to 
the  chainless  machines  also  if  the  effort  to  do 
so  can  be  perfected  in  time. 

The  Leland  '&  Faulconer  process,  by  which 
the  chainless  gears  are  hardened  before  the 
teeth  are  generated,  thereby  preventing  warp- 
ing, will  be  used. 

From  |I25  to  $60  will  be  the  gamut  of 
prices  on  chain  wheels,  and  bevel  gears  will 
be  $60  to  $75.  There  will  be  light  racing 
models,  chain  and  chainless,  and  a  few  bar- 
gains in' "carried  over"  stock. 


Newly  Incorporated  Concerns. 

H.  T.  Hearsey  Vehicle  Co.,  Indianapolis. 
Buy  and  sell  automobiles,  carriages,  etc.  Cap- 
ital, $20,000.  Incorporators,  H.  T.  -Hearsey, 
T.  M.  Staley,  F.  I.  Willis,  all  of  Indianapolis. 

The  Autocar  Co.,  Pittsburg.  Manufactur- 
ing iron  and  steel  and  articles  of  commerce. 
Capital,  $1,000.  incorporators,  C.  J.  Clarke, 
L.  S.  Clarke,  of  Pittsburg,  J.  D.  Lyon,  F.  K. 
Fitl&r,  of  Allegheny. 

Strathmore  Automobile  Co.,  Kittery.     Deal- 


ing in  self  propelling  vehicles.  Capital, 
$1,000,000.  Incorporators,  Augustus  H.  Pat- 
terson, of  Peabody;  Garrett  D.  W.  Clark,  of 
Salem;  Joseph  O.  Banning,  of  Boston,  Mass. 

Wilkins  Automobile  Co.,  San  Francisco. 
Manufacturing  and  dealing  in  horseless 
wagons.  Capital,  $100,000.  Incorporators:  J. 
M.  Wilkins,  A.  Wilkins,  W.  Neuman,  A. 
Tahrman,  R.  Jordan,  of  San  Francisco. 

California  Cycle  Co.,  San  Francisco.  Manu- 
facturing and  dealing  in  bicycles,  automobiles, 
etc.  Capital,  $5,000.  Incorporators:  S.  Green, 
W.  Levy,  B.  M.  Gunzberger,  J.  O.  Malley, 
M.  Lichenstein,  all  of  San  Francisco. 

United  States  Motor  Vehicle  Co.,  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $1,500,000.  The  incorporators 
are:  Cornelius  J.  Field,  Willard  P.  Reid  and 
Frank   Harvey    Field. 


Where  the  Paying  Side  Line  Is. 

The  Andrea  people  are  receiving  inquii-ies 
every  day  regarding  electrical  supplies  as  a 
side  line  to  the  bicycle  business.  During  the 
past  two  years  they  have  urged  dealers  to 
give  the  selling  of  electrical  goods  a  trial,  and 
as  a  result  this  department  of  their  concern 
is  doing  an  immense  business.  The  Andrae 
Company  is  the  largest  electrical  supply  house 
in  the  Northwest,  manufacturing  or  jobbing 
everything  that  comes  under  scope  of  the 
electrical  line.  They  offer  dealers  many  small 
electrical  novelties,  such  as  portable  lamps, 
alarm  clocks  and  telegraph  outfits,  etc.,  all 
of  which  are  easy  sellers.  Dealers  will  do  well 
to  correspond  with  the  Andrae  Company  re- 
garding their  proposition  on  the  agency  for 
their  electrical  goods. 


Raymond  Sees  Prosperity  Ahead. 

H.  E.  Raymond,  who  has  been  touring  the 
country  in  the  interests  of  the  B.  F.  Goodrich 
Go.,  was  in  New  York  last  week.  He  reports 
having  no  difficulty  in  placing  the  Goodrich 
tires  with  makers  outside  of  the  American 
Bicycle  Co.  The  general  opinion  among  man- 
ufacturers, according  to  Mr.  Raymond,  was 
that  1900  would  be  a  great  bicycle  year. 


Two  Agents'  Enterprise. 

The  old  Bidwell  Cycle  Co.  building,  and 
later  the  Tinkham  Cycle  Co.  home,  at  Fifty- 
ninth  street  near  eighth  avenue,  has  been 
leased  by  Starr,  the  well-known  East  Side 
New  York  agent  and  Hermes,  the  Greenwich 
avenue  and  Eighth  avenue  bicycle  agent. 
These  enterprising  chaps  have  spent  thou- 
sands    of     dollars     on     the     building,     and 


will  open  about  September  15  as  a 
cafe,  bowling  alley  and  billiard  hall.  The 
bowling  alleys  will  number  twelve,  and  they 
have  already  leased  them  for  the  greater  part 
of  the  season.  Starr  himself  is  a  crack  bowler, 
while  Hermes  is  a  good,  all-around  business 
man.  This  side  enterprise  on  the  part  of  these 
agents  should  be  a  great  success. 


An  Energetic  Indian  Trade. 

In  a  circular  letter  to  the  American  mer- 
chants, William  Pearse,  Meerut,  N.  W.  P., 
India,  announces  that  as  a  representative  he 
is  at  the  disposal  of  the  American  manufac- 
turer, and  desires  to  carry  on  foreign  business. 
He  outlines  his  experience  as  representative 
of  foreign  goods,  and  gives  references.  iMr. 
Pearse  has  been  covering  India  for  the  past 
seventeen  years,  and  his  connections  with  all 
foreign  European  trade  included  India  and  all 
the  native  towns.  He  is  familiar  with  the 
border  and  understands  all  the  trade  inside 
the  country. 


Keeping  Right  at  It. 

Persistency  in  advertising  is  the  mainspring 
of  business  success.  To  secure  results  from 
advertising  a  man  must  have  the  nerve  to 
make  liberal  expenditures.  It  is  not  the  spas- 
modic advertiser  who  succeeds.  Just  as  con- 
tinual dropping  wears  away  the  stone,  so  will 
continual  advertising  wear  away  the  granite  of 
indifference  and  ignorance  regarding  any  pro- 
duct. 


With  Increased  Capacity. 

The  Indiana  Chain  Co.  have  completed  ma- 
chinery which  will  practically  double  the 
company's  capacity  for  1900,  enabling  them  to 
turn  out  2,000  chains  per  day.  They  also 
have  something  new  in  the  way  of  an  oil- 
tempered  chain  with  a  gun-barrel  finish,  which 
will   not  rust. 


Lack  of  Information. 

The  lack  of  information  is  what  makes  a 
great  deal  of  cycle  trade  advertising  worthless. 
An  advertisement  is  published  primarily  for 
the  purpose  of  furnishing  information  about 
some  place  or  thing.  The  more  explicit  that 
information    is    the   better   the   advertisement. 


Paul  Aldrich  Changes. 

Paul  I.  Aldrich,  of  Boston,  has  become 
business  manager  of  the  "Contented  Woman" 
company,  and  the  L.  A.  W.  will  have  to  look 
for  another  chairman  of  its  touring  depart- 
ment. 


NICKEL  STEEL  CHAINS 

BY  THE 

POWER  MFG.  CO.,  Bloomfield,  N.J. 


Made  in  1-8  in.,  3-10  in.  and  1-4  in. 

This  last  is  equal  in  quality,  accuracy  and  finish  to  the  best  of  other 
makes  on  the  market.     Write  for  net  prices  and  catalogue. 

THE    BLOCKS   OF   ALL    OUR    CHAINS  ARE 
MADE  OF  NICKEL   STEEL. 
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Kokomo    Korker  Kompound 

Kompletely  Korks  a  Kokomo  or  any 

other  good  tire. 


FOR    SALE    BY 


I      KOKOMO  RUBBER  CO.,  Kokomo,  Ind. 

SS  Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 
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EVILS  Of   "SWARMISM. 


?? 


What  the  Slavish  Following  of  Fashion  and  Fad  Has 
Done  for  the  Wheel  and  the  Rider  Thereof. 


I 

OFTEN  the  dictionary  does  not  contain 
a  word  which  will  express  what  we  de- 
sire to  convey,  and  on  such  occasions  re- 
sort must  'be  had  to  one's  own  ingenuity  to 
supply  the  deficiency.  Seldom,  however,  does 
the  wordmaker  hit  it  off  so  cleverly  as  Editor 
Huntington,  of  "The  Columbia,"  has  done  in 
"Svvarmism."  Dealing  editorially  with  the 
condition  he  thus  so  aptly  designates.  Editor 
Huntington  thus  holds  forth: 

"The  word  is  the  invention  of  a  noted 
English  observer  of  men  and  things.  You 
won't  find  it  in  the  dictionary,  but  it  most 
aptly  describes  the  manner  with  which  some 
people  blindly  take  up  any  sort  of  fad,  ques- 
tion, agitation,  or  whatever,  for  the  mere  rea- 
son that  otlijers  are  doing  the  same  thing.  A 
prevailing  rage  for  this  or  that,  which  is  not 
based  upon  reasonable  grounds,  may  he  ap- 
propriately termed  swarmism.  it  may  be  a 
craze  for  trying  to  solve  a  difficult  puzzle,  like 
the  famous  15-puzzle  of  a  few  years  ago;  for 
reading  some  particular  book,  whether  inter- 
esting to  the  reader  or  not;  for  drinking  only 
Scotch  whisky  (if  one  drinks) ;  for  insisting 
that  the  kissing  bug's  bite  may  be  fatal,  re- 
gardless of  the  assurances  of  entomologists; 
for  swallowing  in  its  entirety  anything  that 
may  be  at  the  bottom  of  a  popular  aberration 
of  the  day. 

"The  reader  who  reasons  things  out  may 
readily  detect  occasional  cases  of  swarmism, 
generalized  or  local,  in  the  cycling  connection. 
There  are  tourists  doing  the  White  Mountains 
with  8-inch  drop  bars  and  90  gears.  Who 
has  not,  this  season,  encountered  parties  oi 
riders,  each  with  his  bell  fastened  to  the  back 
of  his  frame  under  the  saddle,  well  out  of 
reach?  We  know  of  a  coterie  of  young  cy- 
clists in  a  Connecticut  hill  town,  not  one  of 
whom  would  care  to  ride  after  the  cows,  even, 
with  anything  less  than  complete  racing  equip- 
ment. There  was  the  so-called  'feather- 
weight craze'    of  1896. 

"It  would  be  difficult  to  find  fault  with  the 
proposition  that  these  and  other  similar  de- 
partures from  what  appears  to  be  reasonable 
afford  illustration  of  swarmism — that  they  are 
the  result  of  the  'massed  suggestions  of  the 
crowd'  rather  than  of  sound  judgment.  Un 
doubtedly  the  dealer  cannot  afford  to  over- 
look any  pronounced  freak  of  swarmism  which 
may  develop  in  his  locality,  but  it  is  equally 
certain  that  his  catering  thereto  should  be 
conducted  with  judgment  and  discrimination; 
for  the  little  insanities  of  swarmism  are  invar- 
iably short-lived,  and  when  they  disappear 
from  a  community  they  vanish  as  completely 
as  mist  before  the  morning  sun. 

"As  far  as  the  manufacturer  is  concerned, 
it  is  obvious  that  in  providing  humanity  with 
bicycles  he  must  be  guided  almost  wholly  by 
what  might  be  called  the  preponderance  of 
practical  cycling  opinion.  In  the  abstract. 
tlie  ideas  of  the  man  who  rides  the  wheel  can 
only  be  regarded  as  eminently  sound,  and  they 
have  been  at  the  root  of  all  true  progress  in 


the  building  of  wheels.  In  the  old  days  the 
rider  demanded  something  less  dangerous 
than  the  high  wheel,  and  the  safety  type  re- 
sulted. Later,  he  insisted  upon  relief  from  vi- 
bration, and  the  pneumatic  tire  was  produced. 
"Again,  and  his  chief  desire  .was  something 
better  than  the  chain,  and  the  perfected  bevel- 
gear  was  finally  brought  forth.  Of  course, 
fashion,  within  bounds,  'has  something  to  do 
with  bicycle  patterns  as  well  as  with  sundry 
other  patterns,  and  there  are  always  those  who 
are  "ready  to  follow  any  leader  who  carries  the 
prevailing  mode  to  its  utmost  limit;  but  these 
extremists  have  never  made  any  deep  or 
lasting  impression  upon  the  industry  and 
trade.  They  have  their  ephemeral  swarmings 
here  or  there,  but  in  the  aggregate  there  are 
less  of  them  than  one  would  suppose." 


if  they  will  simply  place  their  saddles  several 
inches  further  back.  These  low  crank-brack- 
ets were  introduced  in  Italy,  where  the  Ital- 
ians, who  are  mostly  little  fellows,  found  that 
the  lower  crank  brackets  suited  their  diminu- 
tive statures,  and  assisted  them  materially  in 
mounting  their  wheels.  Then  the  style 
spread  to  France,  and  it  was  brought  to  thi.^ 
country   by  the   racing  men. 

"I  remember  a  talk  I  once  had  with  Bald, 
when  that  rider  was  in  his  prime.  He  in- 
sisted on  having  the  extremely  low  crank- 
hanger,  and  when  I  expostulated  with  him 
he  said  that  the  wheel  ran  easier  because  the 
chain  was  running  down  hill.  Of  all  the 
racing  men  that  I  ever  saw  on  the  track,  I 
think  that  Michael,  Zimmerman  and  Mc- 
Duffee  had  the  only  proper  position  on  a 
wheel.  They  rode  a  bicycle  on  the  track  as 
it  was  intended  to  be  ridden,  and  McDuft'ee 
does  it  to-day." 


Like  Unto  a  Watch. 

A  well-constructed  bicycle  is  a  sort  of  a 
cross  between  a  watch  and  a  steam  locomotive. 
It  has  the  delicacy  and  accuracy  of  the  one  with 
the  strength  (comparatively  speaking)  of  the 
other.  Like  a  watch,  a  bicycle  will  not  stand  for 
forcing  when  it  is  slightly  out  of  order,  yet  it 
invariably  receives  it,  and  is  only  brought  to 
the  repairer  when  absolutely  unfit  to  be  forced. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  .watch  can't  be  trusted 
after  it  has  displayed  its  inability  to  run  with- 
out force,  and  is  at  once  taken  to  be  over- 
hauled. He  that  is  wise  treats  his  machine 
in  this  respect  like  his  watch. 


ROOM  FOR  IMPROVEMENT. 


One  Man  Who  Is  Not  Afraid  to  Question  the  Bicycle's 
"  Perfection." 

A  veteran  mechanical  engineer,  who  has 
furnished  many  interesting  ideas  to  some  of 
the  leading  manufacturers,  believes  that  many 
improvements  can  be  made  in  the  average  bi- 
cycle placed  on  the  market  this  year.  C.  E. 
Hawley,  of  Sing  Sing,  was  in  this  city  last 
week,  and  had  some  interesting  things  to  say 
regarding  the  bicycle  of  to-day.  Mr.  Haw- 
ley does  not  believe  in  the  low  crank-hanger 
in  general  use  to-day,  and  he  says  to  have  a 
greater  drop  than  two  inches  to  a  crank- 
hanger  is  all  a  mistake. 

".\n  idea  is  advanced  by  somebody,"'  said 
Mr.  Hawley  to  a  "Tribune"  reporter,  "and 
the  whole  world,  or  much  of  the  civilized  part 
of  it,  takes  it  up  at  once,  whether  it  is  prac- 
ticable or  not.  I  do  not  believe  in  these 
huge  sprockets,  extremely  low  crank-hangers 
and  high  gears.  The  sensible  riders  of  Eng- 
land, have,  most  of  them,  reduced  their  gears 
down  close  to  70.  The  crank-hanger  here  has, 
in  consequence,  been  thrust  too  far  forward. 

"As  a  result  the  machine  steers  badly,  and 
this  is  the  reason  that  the  modern  bicycle  is 
so  difficult  to  ride  with  hands  off  the  han-. 
die-bars.  It  was  not  so  a  few  years  ago. 
The  change  has  thrown  too  much  weight  on 
the  forward  wheel.  Those  who  try  to  ride 
'hands  off'   will  find  it  a  less  difficult  matter 


Listening  and  Talking. 

Here  is  a  piece  of  advice  to  novices.  Begin 
as  early  as  possible  in  your  cycling  career  to 
learn  the  difficult  and  important  art  of  listen- . 
ing.  If  you  think  it  over,  the  reasons  for 
listening  will  occur  to  you.  First,  if  a  fool  is 
talking  cycling,  listen;  you  will  learn  the  ar- 
gum.ents  of  a  fool  thoroughly,  and  learn  to 
answer  them.  Second,  if  a  wise  man  is  talk- 
ing, listen  'of  course,  you  will  learn.  Third, 
whenever  you  are  listening  you  are  not  talk- 
ing, which  lis  usually  something  gained  for 
those  who  might  have  heard  you. 


A  Disappointment. 

September,  sweet  September, 

Mild  month  of  autumn   cheer, 
\\'e   sigh   as   we   remember 

How  we  wished  that  you  were  here. 

The  reed  bird,  chubby  rover, 
Whom   we   hailed   with  hopes   of  fun, 

From  sunstroke  topples  over 
Without  waiting  for  the  gun. 

You  arc  but  the  ashy  ember 
Of  a  hope  that's  doomed  to  die. 

'September,  sweet  September, 
You  are  hotter  than  July. 

TO     CALIFORNIA    VIA    THE     MIDLAND 
KOUTE. 

Every  Friday  night,  at  10.35  p.  m.,  a  through  Tour- 
ist Car  for  San  Francisco,  carrying  first  and  second 
class  passengers,  leaves  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  & 
St.  Paul  Railway  Union  Passenger  Station,  Chicago, 
via  Omaha,  Colorado  Springs  and  Salt  Lake  City 
(with  stop-over  privileges  at  Salt  Lake  City),  for  all 
points  in  Colorado,  Utah,   Nevada  and  California. 

The  Tourist  Car  berth  rate  from' Chicago  to  San 
Francisco  is  only  $6,  and  the  sleeping  car  berths 
should  be  reserved  a  few  days  in  advance  of  de- 
parture  of   train. 

Through  tickets  and  sleeping  car  accommodations 
can  be  secured  from  any  agent  in  the  east,  or  by 
applying  at  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Depot 
or  City  Ticket   Offices  in  Chicago. 

'Send  for  our  free  illustrated  California  folders.  Ad- 
dress Geo.  H.  Heafford,  General  Passenger  Agent, 
Chicago,  III.,  or  W.  S.  Howell,  General  Eastern  Pas- 
senger Agent,  381  Broadway,   New  York. 

GOING  TVKST? 

It  you  are,  inquire  of  your  nearest  ticket  agent 
about  rates  via  the  Nickel  Plate  Road,  the  short  line 
between  Buffalo  and  Chicago.  Many  improvements 
have  been  made  during  the  past  few  years.  New  and 
elegantly  upholstered  coaches,  vestibuled  sleeping  cars, 
and  powerful  locomotives  have  been  added  to  the 
equipment,  and  substantial  structures  of  steel  and 
stone  have  replaced  the  old  bridges,  heavier  rails  and 
ties  have  been  laid,  and  the  road  now  stands  at 
the  front  of  the  best  roads  in  the  country.  The  rates, 
however,  still  remain  low'er  than  via  other  lines. 

If  your  ticket  agent  cannot  give  you  all  the  informa- 
tion desired,  address  F.  J.  Moore,  Gen'l  Agent,  Nickel 
Plate  Road,  291  Main  St.,   Buffalo,   N.  Y. 

I]VDISPEi\§ABLE:    BI-CY-KA. 

Your  wheel  needs  Bi-cy-ka.  No  work  to 
apply  it.  It  takes  off  the  rust  and  keeps  the 
rust  off;  it  cleans  and  it  polishes.  If  your 
dealer  hasn't  it,  send  us  10  cents  in  stamps 
and  we  will  mail  you  a  full-sized  collapsible 
tube.  Raven  Gloss  Mfg.  Co.,  71  Barclay 
street.  New  York. 
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THE    SECOND    CONSOLIDATION. 


An  Interview  with  Roger  B,  McMulIen,  Showing  the  Origin,  Present  Status 

and  General  Scope  of  the  Plan* 


ROGER  B.  McMULLEN  is  a  name  which 
must  be  familiar  to  practically  all  manu- 
facturers, jobbers  and  retailers  in  the  cycle 
trade.  As  manufacturers'  agents,  R.  B.  Mc- 
Mullen  &  Co.,  Chicago  and  New  York,  have 
been  for  years  a  strong  factor  in  the  bicycle 
business.  When  the  American  Bicycle  Co. 
promoters  needed  the  help  of  a  few  men  of 
wide  and  influential  acquaintance  in  the  trade, 
Mr.  McMullen  was  prominently  one  of  the 
few.  It  has  been  said  that  he  was  at  one 
time  slated  for  office  in  the  company.  That 
did  not  transpire,  and  the  fact  that  it  did  not 
has  recently  been  attributed  as  a  reason  for 
Mr.  McMullen's  interest  in  a  pJan,  previously 
mentioned  in  The  Wheel,  to  form  a  second 
consolidation. 

The  origin,  general  scope  and  present  status 
of  the  proposed  second  consolidation,  Mr. 
McMullen's  connection  with  it,  and  his  motive 
therefor,  are  fully  set  forth  in  the  following 
stenographically-recorded  interview,  which  oc- 
curred in  New  York  yesterday  at  The 
Wheel's  invitation: 

"Mr.  McMullen,  The  Wheel  understands 
that  yon  are  interested  in  the  consolidation  of 
bicycle  manufacturers  not  included  in  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.  The  Wheel  would  be 
glad  to  publish  anything  you  have  to  say  in 
the  matter." 

Mr.  MclMullen's   Connection. 

"About  three  weeks  ago,"  replied  Mr.  Mc- 
Mullen, "I  accidently  met  a  Chicago  bicycle 
manufacturer  who  asked  me  to  meet  himself 
and  a  few  other  gentlemen  interested  in  the 
business,  to  talk  together  as  to  what  was  for 
the  best  interest  of  parties  not  included  in  the 
A.  B.  Co.  I  did  meet  such  a  group  of  gentle- 
men and  at  their  request  outlined  a  course  of 
action  which  I  thought  would  bring  about  two 
results:  It  would  consolidate  their  interests 
in  such  a  way  as  to  be  mutually  advantageous 
and  agreeable  to  them,  and  their  action  would 
also  tend  to  harmonize  their  interests  with  the 
A.  B.  Co.,  at  the  same  time  allowing  them  to 
be  absolutely  independent  in  the  management 
of  their  own  business. 

"A  second  meeting  was  held  and  an  in- 
creased number  of  manufacturers  were  invited 
to  attend,  which  they  did.  At  the  last  meet- 
ing, a  committee  was  appointed  to  formulate 
a  plan  of  consolidation,  including  a  financial 


plan  for  the  organization  of  the  consolidated 
company,  'of  those  in  attendance  at  the  meet- 
ing, and  any  others  who  might  become  in- 
terested in  it,  and  who  could  comply  with  cer- 
tain plans  and  regulations  which  were  laid 
down  as  a  basis  of  consolidation.  This  com- 
mittee's report  was  unanimously  adopted  and 
is  now  in  the  hands  of  these  parties,  and  is 
being  submitted  to  the  managers  and  directors 
of  the  various  corporations,  with  the  view  of 
deciding  whether  it  is  of  interest  to  them  to 
continue  the  negotiations  and  perfect  the  con- 
solidation, or  drop  the  matter  where  it  is.  I 
do  not  know  what  these  decisions  will  be, 
and  so  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned,  I 
am  only  interested  in  the  success  of  a  group 
of  personal  friends  and  old  customers  who 
have  for  quite  a  number  of  years  patronized 
me  very  liberally  in  my  business,  and  who 
came  to  me  as  personal  friends  for  sugges- 
tions in  this  matter." 

Decided  Next  Weel<. 

"How  soon  do  you  think  the  matter  will 
be  decided,  one  way  or  the  other?" 

"Important  directors  of  several  of  the  com- 
panies interested  in  this  movement  are  absent 
from  home,  some  of  them  in  Europe.  Most 
of  the  gentlemen  will  return  early  next  month, 
and  probably  no  final  action  will  be  taken  until 
they  are  consulted  and  their  views  are  ob- 
tained." 

"Do  you  care  to  mention  the  names  of  the 
number  of  concerns  involved?" 

"I  am  not  at  liberty  to  mention  the  names 
of  the  parties  interested,  but  the  total  num- 
ber of  companies  which  will  probably  be  in- 
cluded will  be  from  fifteen  to  eighteen,  all 
bicycle  manufacturers  and  all  prosperous." 

"Will  there  be  an  effort  to  draw  in  outside 
capital,   and   will   the   shares   of  the   company 
be  placed  upon  the  open  market?" 
The  Financial  Plan. 

"While  I  am  not  disposed  to  outline  the 
financial  plan  in  detail,  I  am  willing  to  state 
that  there  will  probably  be  no  effort  to  sell 
the  public  the  securities  of  this  proposed 
company.  The  preferred  stock  will  simply 
represent  the  tools,  machinery,  real  estate, 
buildings  and  merchandise,  as  shown  by  ap- 
praisement. The  common  stock  will  not  ex- 
ceed 50  per  cent  of  the  preferred  stock,  and 
be  sufficient  to  represent  the  good-will  of  the 


business  and  the  value  of  any  patents  which 
may  be  included  in  the  assets  of  the  company. 

"I  might  add  that  I  am  quite  surprised  on 
investigation  to  find,  quietly  laid  away  in  the 
vaults  of  the  different  companies,  a  large  num- 
ber of  apparently  valuable  patents. 

"The  working  capital  will  consist  of  the 
merchandise  furnished  by  the  different  com- 
panies, supplemented  by  a  cash  subscription 
to  the  treasury,  which  will  be  provided  for  by 
either  a  debenture  bond  issue  of  a  conserva- 
tive amount,  or  in  some  other  agreeable  and 
convenient  manner,  and  each  company  join- 
ing the  corporation  will  retain  their  bills  re- 
ceivable, and  pay  their  own  indebtedness,  as 
the  new  company  will  not  propose  to  buy 
anything  from  the  parties  joining  except  their 
properties,  thus  avoiding  the  complications 
and  delays  which  always  attend  a  purchase  of 
the  capital  stock  of  one  corporation  by  an- 
other." 

"Would  there  be  the  usual  appraisement  of 
properties,  and  would  that  delay  the  consum- 
mation of  the  deal?" 

"The  properties  will  be  taken  at  an  ap- 
praisement by  proper  parties,  but  that  would 
not  delay  the  organization,  as  each  party  to 
the  contract  would  agree  to  accept  the  ap- 
praisement before  it  was  made,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  recent  consolidation  of  the  tube  com- 
panies." 

"Of  course,  the  various  brands  of  bicycles 
would  be  preserved  and  pushed — by  advertis- 
ing, etc.?" 

To  Pusli  Brands. 

"It  is  proposed  to  do  everything  possible 
to  preserve  every  commercial  advantage  that 
would  belong  to  the  consolidated  interests, 
and  therefore  the  directory  of  the  company 
would  no  doubt  preserve  every  name-plate  of 
value  which  was  owned  by  the  new  company, 
and  continue  all  desirable  trade  relations  that 
now   exist   with   the   individual   members." 

"I  understand  from  what  you  sa}',  Mr.  Mc- 
Mullen, that  no  parts  manufacturers  are  in- 
cluded in  this  plan.  What  will  be  the  policy, 
if  you  know,  of  the  consolidation  with  refer- 
ence to  buying  tires  and  other  parts?" 

"During  the  past  two  seasons  it  has  been 
demonstrated  that  such  equipment  as  tires, 
saddles  and  pedals  have  been  dictated  very 
largely  by  buyers  of  wheels.     I  have  recom- 
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mended  strongly  to  the  parties  interested  in 
this  movement,  so  far  as  the  present  season 
and  the  immediate  future  is  concerned,  that 
the  new  company  avoid  compHcating  its  busi- 
ness by  inchiding  any  parts  business  in  the 
proposed  consoHdation,  letting  it  be  purely 
and  simply  a  consolidated  bicycle  interest,  and 
thus  have  the  advantage  of  being  perfectly 
free  to  purchase  its  supplies  wherever  it  seems 
most  advantageous  to  do  so." 

"In  buying  equipment,  I  presume  there 
would  be  no  objection  to  buying  from  parts 
companies  in  the  A.  B.  Co.?" 

"We  should  be  glad  to  buy  parts  of  the  A. 
B.  Co.,  or  deal  with  them  in  any  other  way 
that  would  be  agreeable  to  all  concerned.  We 
will  have  nothing  but  good  wishes  for  that 
corporation." 

"It  has  been  stated  that  you  are  personally 


antagonistic  to  the  A.  B.  Co.,  on  account  of 
failure  of  some  'dealings  between  you  and 
people  in  that  company." 

"I  am  glad  you  mentioned  this,  for  I  am 
pleased  to  say  that  the  report  is  untrue. 
What  little  association  I  have  had  with  the 
A.  B.  Co.  and  the  gentlemen  who  are  in  con- 
trol of  it  has  been  of  a  most  agreeable  nature. 
I  have  never  expected  to  hold  any  position 
in  the  concern  as  it  is  organized  to-day,  and 
my  present  relations  with  all  of  the  officials 
and  directors  of  that  company  are  of  a  most 
cordial  nature,  and  I  trust  will  continue  so. 
I  have  been  treated  in  a  very  courteous  way 
by  all  of  these  and  other  gentlemen  in  the 
American  Company." 

"Is  there  likely  to  be  any  opposition  to  the 
patent  rights  claimed  by  the  A.   B.   Co.?" 

"I  don't  know." 


A.  B.  C.  COMMITTEES  ON  SALES  TO 

JOBBERS  AND  DEALERS  ARE  AT  WORK. 


LAST  week's  meeting  of  the  officers  and 
directors  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co. 
resulted  in  the  formation  of  two  important 
committees — one  on  sales  to  dealers  and  one 
on  sales  to  jobbers.  Other  matters  were  con- 
sidered, but  they  were  not  of  a  nature  re- 
quiring publicity.  The  directors  may  not  meet 
agfain  until  about  October  1. 

Messrs.  Coleman,  Gormully  and  J.  W. 
Spalding  compose  the  committee  on  sales  to 
dealers.  ,  They  have  been  in  frequent  con- 
ference this  week  and  will  continue  until  they 
have  a  satisfactory  plan  to  submit  to  the 
directors. 

Messrs.  Meiselbach,  Carter  and  Crawford 
are  the  committee  on  sales  to  jobbers.  Their 
work  is  to  decide  at  what  prices  the  bicycles 
made  for  jobbing  trade  shall  be  sold  to  job- 
bers. Their  meetings  are  held  in  the  Feather- 
stone  Building,  on  Warren  street.  They  have 
as  data  about  35  models,  accompanied  by  de- 
tails of  cost.  They  will  probably  fiaid  it  no 
easy  matter  to  draw  a  fair  price  distinction  be- 
tween the  different  machines.  Based  on  past 
prices,  some  of  the  machines  are  very  much 
better  value  for  given  sums  than  others,  and 
have  heretofore  been  sold  for  practically  m 
more  than  the  poorer  machines. 

Jobbers  have  become  so  impatient  in  their 
inquiries  for  prices  that  the  committee  yes- 
terday sent  out  a  circular  letter  assuring  job- 
bers  that  the  desired  information  will  be 
forthcoming  in  a  few  days. 

The  committee's  table  of  prices  will  per- 
haps be  ready  early  next  week,  and  will  pre- 
sumably be  reported  to  President  Spalding, 
who  may  direct  the  Tnanager  of  sales,  Mr. 
George  Pope,  to  take  steps  to  have  the  prices 
reach  the  respective  managers,  and,  through 
them,  the  jobbers  immediately. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  sales  to 
dealers  may  be  handled  in  the  same  way. 
This  would  seem  to  mean  the  early  sending 
out  of  traveling  salesmen  and  renewal  of  all 
the  other  usual  methods  for  exploiting  the 
various  brands  of  wheels. 

In  other  words,  unless  the  unforeseen  hap- 
pens, the  campaign  for  ne.xt  year's  business 
.cliould  be  started  before  tlie  last  week  in 
Si.])tenil)cr. 


Nearly  all  of  the  makers  of  jobbers'  wheels 
were  in  the  city  with  models  and  prices  last 
week,  and  several  are  still  here.  There  are 
also  several  cycle  makers  in  town. 

It  is  certain  th'at  the  presence  of  all  of 
these  gentlemen  is  not  required  by  the  A.  B. 
C.  management.  The  truth  is  that  there  is  a 
desire  to  be  near  the  "melon,"  which  will  be 
cut  this  week,  and  in  this  manner:  Receipts 
will  be  issued  in  lieu  of  cash  and  stock  cer- 
tificates, and  the  cash  itself  will  be  forth- 
coming October  31.  The  stock  certificates  are 
being  engraved. 

Some  manufacturers  have  sufficient  banking- 
credit  to  be  able  to  begin  factory  operations 
at  any  time.  Others,  without  suitable  stand- 
ing with  the  bankers,  could  easily  use  their 
A.  B.  C.  receipts  as  collateral  if  it  were  de- 
sirable that  their  factories  begin  before  Oc- 
tober 81. 

Among  out-of-towners  who  have  been  in 
New  York  within  the  past  few  days  are 
Messrs.  Gormully,  of  the  G.  &  J.  Co.;  Roeber, 
of  the  Acme  Co.;  Atherton,  Buffalo  Cycle 
Mfg.  Co.;  Starkweather,  Milwaukee  Engi- 
neering Co.;  Wilin,  Columbus  Bicycle  Co.; 
Sieberling  &  Butler,  Peoria  Rubber  &  Mfg. 
Co.;  Meiselbach,  A.  D.  Meiselbach  Co.;  Car- 
ter, Geneva  Cycle  Co.;  Crawford,  Crawford 
Mfg.  Co.  Most  of  those  named  are  still  here. 
Others  not  named  have  come  and  gone. 

J.  Elmer  Pratt,  of  the  Grand  Rapids  Cycle 
Co.,  and  than  whom  there  is  probably  not  a 
more  resourceful,  winning  sales  manager  in 
the  trade,  has  been  here  several  days.  His  re- 
cently expressed  thoughts  on  advertising 
policy  as  related  to  the  A.  B.  C,  which  ap- 
peared in  The  Wheel,  attracted  much  atten- 
tion. 

NO  FLINT  vs.  A.  B.  C.  riOHT. 

A  contemporary  last  week  printed  rumors 
likely  to  cause  an  impression  among  cycle 
manufacturers  and  dealers  that  there  will  be 
a  price-cutting  fight  against  the  A.  B.  C.  tire 
interests  by  the  Rubber  Goods  Mfg.  Co. 

Mr.  Flint's  early  moves,  from  a  Rubber 
Goods  standpoint,  in  the  financing  of  the  A. 
B.  C.  are  well  remembered.  The  subsequent 
facts  are  that  an  agreement  drafted  by  lawyers 
for  the  two  companies    was  not  satisfactory  to 


the  A.  B.  C.  officers  and  directors.  There  is, 
therefore,  at  this  time  no  definite  arrangement 
between  the  companies.  Verbal  negotiations 
are  in  progress,  and  are  likely  to  be  consum- 
mated within  two  weeks. 

The  Wheel  understands  that  probably  the 
original  plan — the  sale  of  the  Hartford  Rub- 
ber Works,  Indianapolis  Rubber  Co.  and 
Peoria  Rubber  &  Mfg.  Co.  to  the  Rubber 
Goods  Mfg.  Co.,  will  be  accomplished.  There 
is  a  possibility  that  it  will  not.  In  that  event 
the  only  apparent  result  will  be  the  failure  of 
Rubber  Goods  to  acquire  three  profitable 
properties.  Either  way,  there  is  little  likeli- 
hood that  cycle  manufacturers  and  retailers 
will  be  embarrassed  by  restriction  in  their 
tire  specifications.  And  The  Wheel  has  good 
reason  to  state  that  there  is  no  probability 
whatever  of  a  price  war  on  tires  between  the 
Rubber  Goods  Mfg.  Co.  and  the  American 
Bicycle    Co. 


MAY   GO    IT  ALONE. 


Canadian    Combine    May  Conclude    to    Make    Parts 
in  Canada. 

It  is  well  within  the  range  of  possibilities 
that  the  new  Canadian  combine  which  has 
bought  out  the  bicycle  plants  across  the  line 
will  undertake  to  manufacture  much  of  its  own 
material.  This  would  be  unpleasant  news 
for  American  manufacturers  of  parts  and  fit- 
tings, because  in  the  past  these  accessories 
have  been  purchased  almost  wholly  in  this 
country. 

J.  J.  Grant,  president  of  the  Grant  Ball  Co. 
and  the  Grant  Machine  Tool  Works,  of 
Cleveland,  stated  to  a  Wheel  man  a  few 
days  ago  that  his  concern  was  in  correspond- 
ence with  the  promoters  of  the  Canadian 
combine  with  a  view  to  installing  a  plant  for 
the  manufacture  of  steel  balls  in  Canada.  At 
present  there  is  nothing  of  the  kind  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Great  Lakes,  and  as  the 
duty  amounts  'to  80  per  cent,  it  would 
prove  a  very  good  investment,  espe- 
cially in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  motor  car- 
riage industry  is  developing  in  that  country 
nearl}'  as  fast  as  it  is  here. 


MAUMEE    TRANSFERRED. 


Fairchild    Leases   the    Plant   for   the    Standard 
Company. 

Toledo,  Sept.  12. — The  factory  property 
formerly  occupied  fey  the  Maumee  Cycle  Co., 
near  Yost  station,  has  been  leased  for  a  long 
term  of  years  to  Charles  M.  Fairchild,  presi- 
dent of  the  Standard  Tube  &  Forkside  Co. 
The  Loziers  will  make  changes  and  additions 
at  once  preparatory  to  an  early  occupancy  of 
the  plant,  the  main  building  of  which  is  a 
two-story   brick   structure,   50x150   feet. 

The  Standard  Tube  Co.  was  incorporated 
four  years  ago  by  J.  H.  Huston.  John  Craig, 
E.  W.  Tallerton,  E.  P.  Breckenridge  and 
Frank  Warren,  and  soon  afterward  was  pur- 
chased by  Mr.  Fairchild.  The  company  now 
gives  employment  to  150  men.  Rapidly  in- 
creasing business  has  made  additional  manu- 
facturing and  shipping  facilities  necessary. 


Will  Vote  on  Monday. 

The  stockholders  of  the  Barnes  Cycle  Co. 
will  hold  a  special  meeting  at  the  office  Mon- 
day, September  18,  at  4  o'clock,  to  consider 
the  proposed  sale  of  the  plant,  etc..  to  the 
American  Bicycle  Co. 
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SHELBY  TIBE  FIRE  NOT  SO  BAD. 


CYCLE  PATH  CONfEBENCE. 


AN  overheated  oven  in  the  rolling  mills  oi 
the  Shelby  Tube  Works,  at  Shelby,  O., 
caused  a  fire  at  midnight  Thursday.  First  re- 
ports were  much  exaggerated,  but  the  loss 
will  reach  at  least  $38,000,  fully  covered  by  in- 
surance. The  filling  of  orders  for  tubing 
will  be  delayed  little,  if  at  all.  There  is  a 
large  stock  of  finished  tubing  on  hand,  and 
there  are  five  other  mills,  controlled  by  the 
Shelby  Company,  available. 

Over  $10,00-0  of  the  loss  is  due  to  the  loss 
on  buildings — the  boiler  room,  piercing  room 
and  rolling  mills. 

At  the  company  headquarters  in  Cleveland, 
on  Friday,  Treasurer  Miller  said  the  fire 
■would  hardly  be  noticeable  so  far  as  deliver- 
ies are  'concerned.  Messrs.  Coleman,  Gor- 
mully  and  Smith,  of  the  Western  Wheel 
Works,  Gormully  &  Jeffrey  Mfg.  Co.  and  In- 
diana Bicycle  Co.,  respectively,  discussed  the 
fire,  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  Hotel,  New  York 


City,  on  Friday,  and  said  on  Saturday  that 
the  first  report  had  been  exaggerated  and  it 
would  probably  not  be  necessary  to  transfer 
orders  to  other  mills. 

"But  if  it  were  necessary,"  said  Mr.  Smith, 
"the  five  other  mills  could  keep  things  going 
nicely  until  the  Shelby  plant  could  be  put  in 
order.  I  understand  about  20,000,000  feet  of 
tubing  will  be  needed  for  the  year  1900.  The 
five  mills  outside  of  the  Shelby  plant  could 
handle  12,000,000  of  that." 

The  New  York  office  of  the  Shelby  Com- 
pany had  no  details  on  Tuesday,  but  had  been 
notified  that  the  first  report  was  much  ex- 
aggerated. 

Yesterday  The  Wheel  received  the  fol- 
lowing telegram  from  the  Shelby  Steel  Tube 
Co.,  Cleveland:  "Recent  fire  at  our  Shelby, 
O.,  mills  will  not  hinder  operations  of  that 
plant  or  materially  delay  orders." 


PREPARATIONS  TOR  THE  NEXT  CYCLE  SHOWS. 


WITHIN  a  month  Frank  W.  Sanger,  other- 
wise the  National  Exhibition  Co.,  will 
have  planted  in  all  cycle  and  automobile  man- 
ufacturing centres,  by  means  of  the  postal 
service,  the  "literature"  of  the  next  Madison 
Square  Garden  cycle  and  automobile  show. 

This  year's  show  opened  Saturday,  January 
21,  and  closed  a  week  later.  Next  year's 
show  will  probably  open  Saturday,  January 
20,  and  will  run  a  week. 

It  is  reported  that  two  such  shows  are 
scheduled  for  Chicago.  Secretary  Young,  of 
the  Madison  Square  Garden  Co.,  said  yester- 
day that  he  did  not  know  positively  that  man- 
ufacturers who  are  members  of  the  A.  B.  C. 
would   apply   for   space,    and   he   undoubtedly 


knows  as  much  as  the  promoters  of  the  Chi- 
cago shows.  But  there  is  little  doubt  that 
the  New  York  show,  at  least,  will  have  more 
space  applied  for  than,  from  present  appear- 
ances, will  be  available. 

Before  last  year's  show  closed,  Colonel 
Pope  and  Mr.  Spalding  personally  told  Mr. 
Sanger  they  wished  to  secure  the  same  spaces 
for  the  next  show.  The  matter  of  patronizing 
the  show  will  undoubtedly  be  considered  by 
the  A.  B.  C  directorate,  and  the  desires  and 
opinions  of  Pope  and  Spalding  will  presuma- 
bly favor  the  show. 

Automobile  manufacturers  will  undoubtedly 
apply  freely  for  space.  So  will  wideawake 
"independent"  cycle  manufactuers. 


Exports  Up  to  Date. 

Exports  of  cycles  and  parts  from  the  port 
of  New  York,  week  ending  September  12, 
1899: 

Antwerp. — 17  cases  bicycles,  $775;  8  cases 
bicycle  material,  $360. 

Aberdeen. — 1  case  bicycles,  $30. 

Athens. — 5  cases  bicycles,  $146. 

Alexandria. — 1  case  bicycles,  $357. 

Africa. — 34  cases  bicycles,  $1,428. 

Argentine  Republic. — 121  cases  bicycles, 
$6,882;  2  cases  bicycle  material,  $178. 

Barcelona. — 5   cases  bicycles,  $246. 

Brazil. — 6  cases  bicycles,  $454. 

British  West  Indies. — 21  cases  bicycles, 
$495;  17  cases  bicycle  material,  $325. 

British  East  Indies. — 68  cases  bicycles, 
$5,928;  8  cases  bicycle  material,  $637. 

British  Australia. — 19  cases  bicycles,  $736; 
41  cases  bicycle  material,  $2,146. 

British  Possessions  in  Africa. — 24  cases  bi- 
cycles, $1,663;  6  cases  bicycle  material,  $240. 

British  Guiana. — 33  cases  bicycles,  $1,272; 
39  cases  bicycle  material,  $209. 

Cuba. — 3  cases  bicycles,  $87. 

China. — 6  cases  bicycles,  $527. 

Central   America. — 2  cases   bicycles,  $77;   5 
cases  bicycle  material,  $79. 
■  Dutch    Guiana. — 2    cases    bicycles,    $00;    1 
case  bicycle  material,  $18. 


Dutch  East  Indies. — 14  cases  bicycles,  $285. 

Glasgow. — 24  cases  bicycles,  $755. 

Hamburg.— 10  cases  bicycles,  $672;  37  cases 
bicycle  material,  $1,879. 

Hong  Kong. — 6  cases  bicycles,  $250. 

Havre. — 42  cases  bicycles,  $1,436;  5  cases  bi- 
cycle material,  $116. 

London. — 18  cases  bicycles,  $540;  27  cases 
bicycle  material,  $1,022. 

Liverpool. — 15  cases  bicycles,  $343:  1  case 
bicycle  material,  $25. 

Manchester.— 2   cases  bicycles,  $200. 

Newfoundland. — 1  case  bicycles,  $32;  2  cases 
bicycle  material,  $20. 

Nova  Scotia.- — 1  case  bicycles,  $40. 

Rotterdam.^27  cases  bicycles,  $1,045;  11 
cases  bicycle  material,  $448. 

Santander. — 8   cases   bicycles,  $431. 

Siam. — 4  cases  bicycles,  $330. 

Uruguay. — 3  cases  bicycles,  $142;  5  cases 
bicycle  material,  $115. 

U.  S.  of  Colombia. — 2  cases' bicycle  material, 
$21. 

Venezuela. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $120. 


New  Twelve-Hour  Record. 

London,  Sept.  9. — E.  S.  Montgomery  won 
the  Dibble  Shield  on  the  Crystal  Palace  cycle 
track  to-day,  breaking  the  record  for  twelve 
hours  by  covering  267  miles  and  400  yards. 


What     the    Meeting    at    Rochester    Is    Expected 

to    Do    for    Cycle    Path 

Matters. 

Rochester,  Sept.  11. — Over  300  delegates 
are  expected  at  the  coming  Sidepath  Conven- 
tion to  be  held  in  Rochester,  September  28th 
and  29th.  Seven  representatives  are  ex- 
pected from  each  county  that  has  a  sidepath 
commission,  and  aside  from  this  it  is  ex- 
pected that  there  will  be  delegates  from  the 
Canadian  Wheelmen's  Association  and  from 
the  League  of  American  Wheelmen. 

Acceptances  of  invitations  to  attend  the 
convention  are  being  received  daily  by  Sec- 
retary Bastable,  and  the  writers  all  prophesy 
unqualified  success  for  the  undertaking.  Sub- 
jects relating  to  the  building  of  paths  will  be 
discussed  and  an  effort  will  be  made  to  have 
a  uniform  tag  adopted,  the  license  of  one 
county  to  be  recognized  in  all  counties  of  the 
State.  Bicycle-  runs  and  other  means  of  en- 
tertainment will  be  furnished  the  delegates. 

Thus  far  the  following  counties  have  de- 
clared their  intention  of  being  represented: 
Allegheny,  Albany,  Broome,  Cayuga,  Cattar- 
augus, Chemung,  Chenango,  Columbia,  Cort- 
land, Dutchess,  Erie,  Franklin,  Fulton,  Gen- 
esee, Greene,  Herkimer,  Jefferson,  Lewis, 
Livingston,  Madison,  Niagara,  Oneida,  On- 
ondaga, Ontario,  Orleans,  Oswego,  Rens- 
selaer, Rockland,  Saratoga,  Schenectady, 
Schoharie,  Schuyler,  Seneca,  Steuben,  Suff- 
olk, Tioga,  Tompkins,  Ulster,  Warren,  Wash- 
ington, Wayne  and  Yates. 

Two  matters  very  important  to  wheelmen 
will  be  acted  upon.  One  is  in  relation  to  the 
sidepath  commission's  lack  of  power  to  con- 
struct paths  through  villages  or  within  the 
corporate  limits  of  cities,  without  first  obtain- 
ing the  consent  of  the  municipal  authorities. 
This  defect  is  in  the  law  govering  sidepath 
construction  in  all  the  counties  of  the  State 
except  Albany,  Monroe  and  Niagara,  and  has 
greatly  handicapped  the  work.  It  is  believed 
that  the  Legislature  will,  without  hesitation, 
make  the  State  law  conform  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  sidepath  law  in  this  respect.  As 
the  law  now  stands,  cyclists  are  obliged  to 
use  any  old  road  in  order  to  reach  the  cin- 
der paths. 

Another  important  matter  is  in  relation 
to  a  uniform  license  fee  for  the  use  of  cycle 
paths.  In  thirty-nine  counties  of  the  State 
the  fee  is  $1,  while  in  Monroe  County  it  is  as 
low  as  25  cents.  In  four  other  counties  it 
ranges  from  25  to  60  cents.  An  effort  to 
adopt  a  uniform  rate  of  $1  in  all  the  counties 
of  the  State  will  be  made.  When  the  paths 
are  completed  the  fee  could  be  reduced  to  50 
cents,  which  would  be  sufficient  for  a  repair 
fund. 


What  Three  Will  Do. 

Toledo,  Sept.  12. — Semi-official  intimation 
has  been  received  here  that  the  A.  B.  C. 
have  parceled  out  their  plants  as  follows: 
Lozier  will  be  continued  to  turn  out  high 
grades;  Viking  will  be  used  for  the  produc- 
tion of  medium  grades,  and  the  Colton  plant 
will  be  devoted  entirely  to  juveniles. 


Vaudeville  to  Succeed  Racing. 

The  bicycle  track  at  Chester  Park,  Cincin- 
nati, will  be  torn  np  and  the  field  transformed 
into  a  lake,  while  the  grand  stand  will  be  re- 
modeled and  dedicated  to  vaudeville  as  a  roof 
garden. 
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THE  RAILROAD  BRAIN. 


A  GOOD  many  years  ago  a  philosopher  of  cynical  pro- 
pensities calculated  that,  on  an  average,  eighty-seven 
out  of  every  hundred  people  do  not  think.  We  use  the  verb 
in  the  present  tense,  because  we  think  the  philosopher  in- 
tended his  bit  of  sarcasm  to  fit  posterity. 

We  will  go  farther  and  think  that  he  intended  it  to  fit 
special  branches  of  the  human  family.  We  will  assume  that  it 
fits  railroad  men. 

A  bold  assumption,  we  know.  But  read  what  follows,  and 
perhaps  you  will  agree  with  us. 

Last  year  the  Long  Island  Railroad  Co.  carried  175,000 
bicycles,  which  means  that  it  carried  about  175,000  more  pas- 
sengers than  would  have  been  the  case  had  it  refused  to  carry 
bicycles  at  all. 

The  Long  Island  Railroad  Co.  does  more  than  consent  to 
carry  bicycles.  It  actually  strives  for  the  privilege  of  carrying 
them.  This  may  be  strange  news  to  the  passenger  agents  of 
other  railroad  companies — to  many  of  whom  this  article  will 
be  sent — but  it  is  true.  The  Long  Island  Company  comes 
as  near  having  a  monopoly  as  any  railroad  company  could 
wish.  It  has  no  competition  except  water  transportation,  and 
little  of  that.  Yet  it  pursues  the  wild-eyed  policy  of  actually 
wanting  to  carry  bicycles.  It  goes  to  the  extreme  of  paying 
H.  B.  Fullerton,  a  cycHst,  a  good,  round  sum  per  annum, 
ostensibly  to  attend  to  its  general  advertising,  but  primarily 
to  secure  his  skill  and  experience  in  cultivating  the  patronage 
of  bicycle  riders.  It  has  given  substantial  support  to  the 
construction  of  cycle  paths  all  over  Long  Island.  Through 
Mr.  Fullerton  it  has  prepared  and  circulated  many  thousand 
copies  of  a  richly  illustrated  book,  "The  Cyclists'  Paradise," 
descriptive  of  the  beauties  of  the  island.  When  a  cyclist 
offers  his  wheel  for  transportation,  it  is  checked  and  placed  in 
a  baggage  car  which  has  suitable  accommodations  for  bicycles 
— including  suitable  baggage-men.  When  the  cyclist  again 
takes  possession  of  his  machine  the  prospects  are  good  that  he 
will  not  find  that  the  enamel  has  been  scraped  oflf,  spokes 


broken,  cyclometer  dislocated,  handle-bars  bent  or  cranks  or 
pedals  twisted.     It  is  quite  likely  to  be  in  ridable  condition.- 

All  of  which,  being  contrary  to  the  usage  which  cyclists  and 
their  machines  so  often  receive  at  the  hands  of  railway  train- 
men, indicates  that  the  philosopher's  conclusion  does  not  fit 
the  Long  Island  Railroad  Co. 

England  may  be  pretty  slow  in  many  things,  but  in  this 
one  respect  her  railway  companies  are,  as  a  class,  ahead  of 
their  kind  anywhere.  Their  Saturday  and  Sunday  trains  have 
special  bicycle  cars,  fitted  with  racks,  for  the  accommodation 
of  bicycle  travel.  We  think  the  Long  Island  Company  leads 
all  American  companies  in  this  direction,  and  we  give  prom- 
inence to  the  matter  thinking  that  there  may  be  other  com- 
panies willing  to  wake  up  and  follow  the  Long  Island's  profit- 
able example. 

OIL  ON  TROIBLED  ROADS. 


IT  is  said  that  the  miracle  of  one  age  becomes  the  prac- 
tical working  force  of  a  succeeding  age.  People  have 
always  been  slow  to  get  well  acquainted  with  miracles — 
once  because  they  were  afraid  of  them;  now  because  they 
"don't  believe  in  them."  Everything  new — and  very  old — is 
scoffed  at.  From  creduhty  the  world  has  jumped  to  crass  in- 
credulity. Philosophy,  which  would  not  hesitate  a  moment 
to  give  respectful  audience  to  oiled  roads,  has  hardly  begun 
to  develop. 

On  all  parts  of  the  globe,  since  the  world  was  young, 
pedestrians  have  noted  the  resistance  of  oiled  earth  to  rain, 
but  oiled-roads  philosophy  did  not  grow  until  recently.  A 
few  years  ago  an  engineer  in  Keokuk,  Iowa,  began  to  experi- 
ment. His  work  was  noised  abroad,  and,  as  in  many  other  in- 
stances, the  novel  idea  first  took  practical  root  in  the  West. 
In  California,  heavy  asphaltum  oil  has  produced  cheap,  com- 
fortable roadways.  In  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  the  macadam 
streets  are  watered  with  petroleum  residuum. 

A  number  of  details  on  this  subject  are  printed  on  another 
page.  Their  perusal  is  recommended  to  road  builders,  wheel- 
men agitating  for  dustless  streets,  and  particularly  to  cycle  path 
enthusiasts.  Cycle  paths  are  working  great  good.  In  the 
aggregate  they  cost  a  great  deal  of  money.  Why  not  use 
the  same  amount  of  money  to  build  more  miles  of  paths,  if  it 
can  be  done  as  easily  as  the  article  in  this  issue  of  The  Wheel 
indicates.  Why  not  break  custom  once  more  by  substituting 
foresight  for  hindsight,  enterprise  for  mossbackism. 


WAIL  Of  THE  LAMPLESS. 


"  W  Z-^'  ^^^  undersigned,"  representing  the  cycHsts  of  Jack- 
VV  sonville,  Fla.,  have  submitted  to  the  Solons  of  that 
delightful  city  of  sweet  magnolias  and  bitter  oranges  a  protest 
against  the  proposed  lamp  ordinance.  As  is  usual,  the  protest 
makes  prominent  the  greatness  of  the  lump  sum  which  would 
be  required  if  all  the  riders  were  compelled  to  buy  lamps.  The 
protesters  put  on  an  ingenuous  countenance  and  place  the  cost 
of  a  good  lamp  at  |5,  assuming  that  aldermen  are  as  ignorant 
of  cycUng  as  a  Hottentot  is  of  golf.  Then  they  put  the  |5 
through  a  liberal  multiplication  table,  and  it  comes  out  en- 
larged to  110,000— a  truly  terrible  amount,  as  anyone  will 
agree.  Then  a  short  but  eloquent  reference  to  the  finely- 
lighted  streets,  lack  of  need  for  lamps,  injustice  of  discrimina- 
tion against  the  bicycle  form  of  vehicle,  etc. 

It  is  all  very  sad,  gentlemen.     And  such  an  old  song.     You 
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will  find  it  often  if  you  will  turn  back  the  pages  of  cycling 
history.  But  it  is  ineffective.  You  may  be  the  winning  ex- 
ception that  will  prove  the  rule,  but  precedent  suggests  that 
you  swallow  your  wail,  run  the  .flO.OOO  backward  through  the 
multiplication  table,  lop,  say,  a  dollar  off  each  component  -fo, 
and  drown  your  sorrows  in  the  steady  glow  of  good  oil  lamps 
or  the  scintillating  brilliance  of  acetylene. 


A  TIP  TO  DEALERS. 


LAST  week  The  Wheel  showed  that  a  Washington  dealer, 
by  a  simple  method,  had  attracted  so  much  patronage 
as  to  be  compelled  to  considerably  enlarge  his  quarters.  Our 
Washington  correspondent  says  that  in  consequence  of  the 
article  the  dealer  is  receiving  letters  of  inquiry  every  day  from 
other  dealers  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 

The  Washington  shop  is  open  from  7.30  a.  m.  to  mid- 
night every  day  in  the  year.  For  |1  a  month  wheels  are  stored 
daily,  insured  against  fire,  cleaned,  adjusted  and  lubricated. 
Broken,  lost  or  worn-out  nuts,  bolts,  screws,  spokes  and 
chain  parts  are  replaced.  Tires  are  kept  in  repair,  not  includ- 
ing vulcanizing.  For  50  cents  a  month  wheels  are  stored  and 
insured. 

It  is  always  pleasing  to  know  that  dealers  are  reading 
The  Wheel  carefully.  It  is  quite  as  pleasing  to  know  that  so 
many  of  them  are  eager  to  learn  the  details  of  a  route  out 
of  slothfulness. 


A  MIXTURE  of  feelings  must  come  over  any  man  who 
reads  the  story  of  the  600-mile  ride  in  72  hours,  on 
Long  Island  roads,  by  a  Brooklyn  matron  last  week.  Disgust 
at  the  spectacle  of  a  woman  undergoing  physical  punishment 
as  great  as,  and  far  more  drudgelike,  than  that  endured  in 
traversing  a  Klondike  pass  in  winter.  Admiration  for  the  iron 
feminine  will  that  forced  the  body  controlled  by  it  to  ride  400 
out  of  the  600  miles  alone.  Wonder  at  the  crude  mental  whim, 
akin  to  the  barbarous  fanaticism  of  East  Indian  fakirs,  that  will 
make  civilized  men  and  women  of  this  enlightened  day  and 
country  subject  themselves  to  so  much  pain  for  so  little  actual 
recompense  or  actual  glory.  Good,  hard  physical  labor  is 
good  for  us  all,  now  and  then.  But  every  httle  while  some  one 
of  us  breaks  fiercely,  blindly  back  through  the  years  of  civiliza- 
tion and  becomes  for  a  time  a  mere  savage. 


There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  as  to  what  "the  -boom"  of 
lOOO  is  going  to  be.  Fixed  pedals  will,  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent, be  a  thing  of  the  past  in  another  year  or  two,  in  all 
machines  designed  for  touring  and  comfortable  riding. 
Everything  points  to  a  demand  for  free  wheels  next  season, 
and  a  quickening  of  the  trade  such  as  has  not  been  known 
since  1806,  and  a  demand  which,  we  believe,  will  continue 
to  grow.  On  the  roads  we  have  daily  evidence  of  the  grow- 
ing popularity  of  free  wheels,  and  our  "Trade  Letter"  this 
week  shows  how  generally  the  leading  makers  are  taking 
up  the  matter. — Wheeling. 

HEELING"  states  in  the  above  first  paragraph  of  a 
long  editorial  the  popularity  of  the  automatic  coaster 
in  England.  It  is  one  of  the  "coming"  things  here,  too,  and 
manufacturers  and  retailers  should  bear  in  mind  that  in  push- 
ing a  good  thing  the  early  bird  catches  the  worm. 


"W 


AT  the  annual  convention  of  the  American  Bankers'  Asso- 
ciation, in  Cleveland,  a  new  plan  of  watching  commer- 
cial credits  was  adopted  for  use  in  the  office  of  the  .\ssocia- 
tion's   secretary.     If   it   succeeds   there   it   will   doubtless   be 


adopted  in  banks  generally.  The  plan  is  to  relieve  the  presi- 
dent and  cashier  of  much  labor  and  increase  the  bank's  safety 
by  creating  a  new  department  for  the  collection  of  credit  data 
concerning  the  bank's  customers;  each  bank  to  have  one  of 
these  departments,  under  a  competent  head.  If  the  plan  is 
generally  adopted,  it  will  be  of  greater  service  to  merchants 
than  the  mercantile  agencies — provided  the  bankers  are  wilUng 
to  divulge  the  information  they  collect. 

*     *     * 

LO,  the  poor,  underpaid  promoter!  A  New  York  court  has 
decided  that,  under  the  statute,  capital  stock  may  not 
be  given  in  return  for  "service  in  bringing  a  corporation  into 
existence."  Cash  or  property  must  be  paid  for  the  stock. 
According  to  this,  the  stock  yielded  by  the  A.  B.  C.  manu- 
facturers to  Wall  Street  experts,  for  showing  them  how  to 
write  their  names,  could  be  declared  illegal.  One  experience 
of  the  sort  would  result  in  promoters  agreeing  to  lower  com- 
pensation, but  insisting  upon  cash.  Or,  the  promoter  might 
"buy"  stock  with  his  check  for  a  nominal  amount.  The  court's 
decision  will  probably  not  alter  present  promoting  methods. 


MOTOR  cycling  in  this  country  would  develop  much  more 
rapidly  if  the  prices  of  motor-cycles  were  lower.  The 
import  tariff  is  too  high.  Carriages  and  motors  are  classified 
as  manufactures  of  metal.  It  is  assumed  that  metal  is  the 
chief  value  in  them,  and  the  tax  is  therefore  45  per  cent  ad 
valorem.  Metal  is  not  the  chief  value  in  a  motor-cycle.  The 
tariff  should  be  reduced.  In  this  instance  the  tariff  does  not 
protect  American  iron  or  steel,  and  if  the  tax  were  reduced  to 
a  nominal  figure  no  injury  would  be  done  to  American  manu- 
facturers of  automobiles. 


SOME  time  ago  The  Wheel  remarked  that  too  much  con- 
solidation would  be  worse  than  none;  that  it  would  cre- 
ate voids  which  would  be  filled  by  new,  vigorous  and  probably 
erratic  competition.  Students  of  consolidation  are  respect- 
fully referred  to  an  article  on  the  Canadian  combine  on  an- 
other page. 

*  *     * 

A  STRANGE  communication  came  to  The  Wheel  office 
the  other  day.  It  came  over  3,000  miles.  It  cost  its 
sender  a  five-cent  postage  stamp.  It  was  a  grateful  acknowl- 
edgment of  a  few  kindly  words  which  had  appeared  in  this 
journal.     It  was  an  exception  to  the  rule  that  virtue  is  its  own 

reward. 

*  *     « 

A  CONTEMPORARY  says  that  chainless  machines  will 
retail  in  1900  for  as  little  as  f 40.  An  unfortunate  mis- 
statement. The  actual  cost  to  the  manufacturer  is  over  |40. 
It  will  be  less  some  day,  but  hardly  in  1900. 

«     *     « 

IF  you  have  any  doubt  about  "free  wheels,"  or  automatic 
coasters,  being  pushed  in  England,  a  glance  through  the 
pages  of  English  cycling  journals,  particularly  through  the 
advertising  pages,  will  convince  you. 

*  *     » 

HENCEFORTH,  every  week  of  delay  in  determining  the 
1900  price  and  policy  means  profitless  irritation  and  di- 
vergence of  business.  The  Man  Who  Is  Ready  is  already 
reaping  a  harvest  of  orders. 


P 


ROMINENT  A.  B.  C.  manufacturers  estimate  that  a  mil- 
lion bicycles  will  be  built  next  season. 
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THAT  CANADIAN  COMBINATION 


SIMPLY  CREATED  COMPETITION. 


TORONTO,  Ont,  Sept.  8.— The  forming 
of  the  Canada  Cycle  &  Motor  Co.  will 
have  the  effect  of  closing  within  a  short  time 
three  of  the  bicycle  factories  which  have  pro- 
vided work  for  hundreds  of  people.  Last 
week  the  employes  of  the  Gendron  Mfg.  Co. 
were  all  discharged  and  told  to  apply  to  the 
Canada  Cycle  Co.  (the  combine)  for  posi- 
tions. Work  was  also  begun  in  the  way  of 
moving  the  bicycle  manufacturing  machinery 
'from  the  buildings  of  the  Massey-Harris 
Company  to  the  Lozier  works  at  the  Junc- 
tion. Both  the  Massey-Harris  and  Gendron 
bicycles  will  be  hereafter  turned  out  at  the 
Junction.  The  Welland  Vale  Works  at  St. 
Catharines  will  also  be  transferred  either  to 
Brantford  or  to  the  Junction,  but  the  factory 
will  be  run  for  a  couple  of  months  yet  at  St. 
Catharines.  The  Goold  works  at  Brantford 
will  be  continued  as  before.  The  Gendron 
Company  and  the  Welland  Vale  Company 
have  been  bought  out,  and  the  personnel  of 
these  companies  will  have  no  connection  with 
the  new  concern.  They  have  got  their  cash 
and  quit  the  bicycle  business. 

At  present  these  works  are  being  handled 
by  a  provisional  committee  consisting  of  Mr. 
Thomas  of  the  Lozier  factory,  Mr.  Shapley 
of  the  Goold  factory  and  Mr.  Shenstone  of 
the  Massey-Harris  Co.,  who  will  keep  things 
going  till  formal  organization  takes  place. 
Many  of  the  staffs  of  the  new  concern  have 
already  been  engaged  by  this  provisional 
committee. 

The  formation  of  the  trust  and  the  closing 
of  a  couple  of  factories  have  only  given  an 
impetus  to  American  companies  to  enlarge 
their  field  in  Canada,  and  the  writer  heard 
last  night  that  the  Stearns  people  intended  to 
increase  their  manufacturing  facilities  in  this 
country,  and  that  the  Miami  Cycle  &  Cycle 
Mfg.  Co.,  of  Middletown,  Ohio,  and  the 
Western  Wheel  Works,  of  Chicago,  will 
start  Canadian  factories  this  fall.  The  of- 
ficial announcement  will  he  made  by  the 
Miami    Company   in   September. 

The  Canadian  manufacturers  outside  the 
trust  also  say  they  will  be  able  to  increase 
their  output  owing  to  the  feeling  that  com- 
petition will  practically  be  lessened.  They 
laugh  at  the  idea  of  trying  to  sell  five  dif- 
ferent kinds  O'f  wheels  to  agents  in  the  same 
town.  Under  the  "combine"  plan  the  per- 
sonal connection  of  bicycle  travelers  counts 
for  nothing,  but  that  remains  to  he  demon- 
strated. 


SUBSCRIBED   TWICE  OVER. 


Canadian  Combine  Stock  Went  Like  the   Proverbial 
Hot  Cakes. 

Subscriptions  to  the  7  per  cent  preferred 
stock  of  the  Canada  Cycle  &  Motor  Co. 
opened  at  the  National  Trust  Co.  offices  in 
Toronto  and  Montreal,  and  at  all  the  offices 
of  the  Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce,  on 
Wednesday  of  last  week.  When  the  books 
were  closed  on  Friday  the  stock  had  been 
subscribed  for  twice  over.  Only  .$2,000,000 
of  the  stock  was  for  sale.  Over  $4,000,000 
worth    was    subscribed    for,   the    subscriptions 


ranging  from  $10'0  to  $100,000,  and  coming 
from  all  parts  of  Canada,  from  Halifax  to 
Vancouver. 

It  is  probable  the  directors  will  allot  to 
subscribers  of  $5,0'00  and  under  the  full 
amount  of  their  subscriptions,  and  that  sub- 
scribers for  amounts  in  excess  of  $5,000  will 
be  allotted  that  amount,  together  with  from 
35  per  cent  to  40  per  cent  of  the  balance  of 
their  subscriptions. 

It  is  said  that,  after  all,  R.  M.  Jaffray  was 
an  influence  in  the  formation  of  the  Canadian 
combine.  It  is  claimed  that  he  is  responsible 
for  securing  the  co-operation  of  Senator  Cox, 
leading  Canadian  promoter  of  industrial 
combines.  Senator  Cox  is  president  of  the 
Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce.  Ten  years 
ago  he  was  a  telegraph  operator  at  Simcoe, 
Ontario. 


MANY   CLOSED. 


Cleveland's  Retail  Cycle  Places  Rapidly  Going  Out 
of  Business. 

Cleveland,  Sept.  11. — October  first  will 
see  a  decided  change  in  the  appearance 
of  Cleveland's  cycle  row.  The  branch  store 
of  the  Grand  Rapids  Cycle  Co.  is  to  be  closed 
permanently  on  that  date,  as  is  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Rice  Cycle  Co.,  agent  for  the 
Stearns,  and  said  to  be  practically  a  Stearns 
branch.  The  store  of  the  American  Machine 
Co.,  of  Flint,  Mich.,  is  making  preparations 
to  follow  suit  soon  after  the  first  of  the  month. 
Last  week  saw  the  closing  of  the  store  of  the 
Williams  Typewriter  Co.,  which  has  handled 
the  Quaker  and  other  wheels,  while  the  Day- 
ton agent  and  the  store  conducted  by  the 
Lewis  &  Booth  Mfg.  Co.,  a  local  factory, 
have  been  closed  for  several  weeks.  Just 
now  it  seems  doubtful  if  any  of  the  establish- 
ments named  will  re-open  another  season,  as 
the  retail  business  this  year  has  not  been  sat- 
isfactory to  all  in  the  trade. 


REFUSED  TO  CONSIDER. 


No    Chain    Prices    Accepted   by   Indianapolis    Chain 
&  Stamping  Co. 

When  it  was  determined  by  the  group  of 
chain  makers  who  met  in  New  York  recently 
that  the  co-operation  of  the  Indianapolis 
Chain  &  Stamping  Co.  would  be  necessary 
for  the  successful  maintenance  of  a  proposed 
scale  of  chain  prices,  a  'Committee  was  se- 
lected to  see  the  Indianapolis  people. 

It  was  expected  that  the  latter  would  prob- 
ably agree  to  the  scale,  which  contemplated 
an  increase  on  all  styles  of  chain.  The  In- 
dianapolis people,  however,  declined  to  con- 
sider the  matter,  and  the  scale  was  not  sub- 
mitted to  them. 


Tucker  and  tils  Product. 

Among  the  temporary  Gothamites  of  last 
week  was  Mr.  J.  B.  Tucker,  of  the  Tucker 
Bicycle  Wood  Work  Co.,  Urbana,  Ohio.  The 
Tucker  Co.  produce  the  highest  class  of  wood 
rim,  made  from  selected  maple,  and  they  in- 
sist   upon    lightness    and    strength     as     their 


selling  points.  The  company  is  one  which, 
while  having  a  small  plant  investment,  turns 
out  a  great  quantity  of  wood  rims.  Mr. 
Tucker  has  been  much  around  the  Waldorf, 
and  this  fact  made  it  seem  as  if  he  were  in 
consultation  with  the  A.  B.  C.  officials.  Mr. 
Tucker  himself  states  that  he  simply  came  to 
New  York  because  most  of  his  trade  is  just 
now  concentrated  here.  To  a  Wheel  man 
he  spoke   of  his  product  and  his  plans. 

The  company  does  business  on  a  high  class 
basis,  Mr.  Tucker  himself  being  a  well- 
equipped  business  man.  Their  rims  are  made 
from  selected  maple  of  the  second  growth.  In 
selecting  this  wood,  great  care  has  to  be  ex- 
ercised.' The  primeval  forest  is  of  no  value 
to  the  wood  rim  maker.  He  seeks  only 
those  forests  which  have  grown  a  second  crop 
of  trees  in  the  clearings  made  by  the  pion- 
eers. Out  of  twenty  trees  cut  for  the  pur- 
pose, five  only  are  suitable  for  the  fine  kind 
of  wood  which  is  absolutely  required  by  the 
wood  rim  makers. 


TO  CONTROL  RIMS. 


Canadian    Cycle    Combine   Said  to  Be  Desirous  of 
Acquiring   Patents. 

Toronto,  Sept.  9. — It  is  rumored  here  to- 
day that  the  combine  of  Canadian  cycle  mak- 
ers are  trying  to  purchase  the  wood  rim  in- 
terests of  Canada,  which  consist  of  the  Bow- 
manville  Wood  Rim  Co.,  the  Clarksburg 
Wood  Rim  Co.,  and  the  Boston  Wood  Rim 
Co.,  the  latter  being  a  branch  of  the  Amer- 
ican concern.  Each  of  these  companies  con- 
trols certain  patents,  which,  if  united  under 
one  head,  would  practically  have  a  monopoly 
of  the  wood  rim  business  of  this  country. 


Newly  Incorporated  Concerns. 

Lewis  Motor  Vehicle  Manufacturing  Co., 
Philadelphia.  Manufacturing  iron  and  steel 
and  motor  vehicles.  Capital,  $50,000.  In- 
corporators: H.  H.  Simpers,  L.  Pyott,  D. 
C.  Clarke,  J.  W.  Graham,  all  of  Philadelphia. 

Western  Automobile  Co.,  Denver.  Capi- 
tal, $10,000.  Incorporators:  G.  T.  Emerson, 
W.  A.  Perry,  M.  Edgar,  G.  T.  Schackelford, 
all  of  Denver. 

California  Wheelmen's  Protective  Associa- 
tion, San  Francisco.  Capital,  $25,000.  Di- 
rectors: C.  M.  Smith,  L.  D.  Richards,  C.  J. 
George,  A.  C.  Harper,  C.  E.  Hall. 

The  Latimer  Rubber  Co.,  Chicago.  Man- 
ufacturing rubber  tires.  Capital,  $200,000. 
Incorporators:  Charles  E.  Gaylord,  Thomas 
B.  McGregor,  Frank  G.  Howser,  all  of 
Chicago. 

Wilkins  Automobile  Co.,  San  Francisco. 
To  make  and  sell  automobiles.  Directors:  J. 
M.  Wilkins,  Art  Wilkins,  W.  Neumann,  Al- 
fred Fuhrmann,  Robert  Jordcn,  San  Fran- 
cisco.    Capital,  $100,000. 


Seeing  the  Trade. 

Frank    Wood,    of   the    Indiana  Chain    Co., 

was   in  town   during    the    -week  seeing    the 

bicycle    trade,    especially    seeing  the    bicycle 
men  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria. 


No  Longer  with  U.  S. 

F.  J.  Lang,  formerly  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  U.  S.  Mfg.  Co.,  is  no  longer  connected 
with  that  famous  cyclometer  and  pedal  con- 
cern. 
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ACETYLENE   GAS  SAFETY. 

It  Is  a  Much  Less  Hazardous  Risk  than  Coal  Gas,  Kerosene,  Electricity  and  Other  llluminants  —  So  Says 
Ellas  A.  Long,  the  Scientist,  Who  Knows  -Something  About  Press  Agents  and  an  Explosion  at 
Wabash,    Indiana. 
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This  is  a  view  of  the  new,  lOO-tons-per-day  calcium  carbide  plant  at  Niagara  Falls. 
It  is  not  only  nine  times  larger  than  the  pioneer  plant,  located  near  by,  but  is  the  largest 
plant  of  any  kind  there.  No  smoke-stacks,  you  will  notice.  Power  comes  from  Niagara 
Falls,  two  miles  away.  Not  another  industrial  establishment  in  the  world  uses  as  m°uch 
electrical  energy  as  this  plant  uses  in  producing  the  carbide  that  produces  the  newest  and 
most  brilliant  of  illuminants.  Twenty-five  thousand  electrical  horse-power  per  day  is 
something  only  the  electrically  informed  can  understand.  In  this  new  plant  new  details 
of  manufacturing  .will  he  used,  details  by  which  the  cost  of  carbide,  to  dealer  and  con- 
sumer, may  be  reduced  somewhat.  Those  who  control  the  manufacture  of  carbide 
know  that  the  popularity  of  the  best  thing  in  the  world  depends  somewhat  upon  its  be- 
nig  inexpensive  to  the  user.  The  new  plant  will  easily  keep  ahead  of  the  demand  for 
some  time  to  come. 


GOOD  PRESS  WORK. 


MOST  of  us  think  we  know  what  a  press 
agent  is. 

There  are  some  men  foolish  enough  to  be- 
lieve they  know  iwoman. 

The  ways  of  woman  are  not  more  complex, 
more  unexpected,  than  the  tricks  in  the  trade 
of  the  press  agent. 

You  read  a  squib  in  the  morning  paper 
showing  that  the  Honorable  Cape  Cod  Mack- 
erel, finding  himself  ailing  with  the  mulli- 
grubs on  landing  in  New  York  at  Pier  7-11, 
gets  into  an  automobile  cab,  and  is  quietly 
whisked  off  to  Bellevue  hospital  to  be  ex- 
amined. 

Innocent-looking  paragraph.  You  would 
hardly  think  it  would  pay  an  automobile  com- 
pany to  employ  a  man  to  write  such  para- 
graphs and  insert  them  on  the  iront  page  of  a 
daily  newspaper  at  a  dollar  a  line. 

You  might  be  bold  enough  to  think  it 
strange  that  a  newspaper  should  print  such 
stuff  as  news. 

Not  strange  at  all.  Those  Dreyfus  case 
dispatches  from  Rennes,  signed  with  the 
name  of  the  famous  "London  Times"  corres- 
pondent, Emily  Crawford — very  interesting, 
eh?  More  interesting  on  account  of  the  sig- 
nature.    Knowing  that,  the  Associated  Press 


used  the  name,  although  Emily  Crawford  has 
been  in  Paris,  not  at  Rennes,  all  the  time. 

You  swallow  many  queer  things  in  the  form 
of  newspaper  news. 

Not  long  ago  a  press  dispatch  went  over 
the  country  from  Wabash,  Ind.  An  acety- 
lene gas  plant,  from  which  gas  was  to  be 
supplied  to  the  public,  in  competition  with 
the  coal-gas  plant,  had  blown  up  and  got  lost 
in  the  atmosphere.  It  was  impossible  to  find 
the  pieces.     Ergo,  acetylene  gas  is  dangerous. 

Coal-gas  people  know  a  thing  or  two  them- 
selves about  advertisements  that  can  be  tele- 
graphed as  news. 

Elias  Long,  who  has  written  works  on 
Niagara  Falls  and  Power;  Acetylene,  the 
New  Illuminant,  etc.;  also  standard  works  on 
horticulture,  wrote  an  article  last  year  on  the 
safety  of  acetylene  gas,  showing  conclusively 
how  and  why  it  is  safer  than  coal  gas,  kero- 
sene,  electricity   and  other  illuminants. 

Whom  shall  be  believe— Long,  the  disin- 
terested scientist,  or  the  coal-gas  news  ven- 
dors and  their  newspaper  hirelings? 

The  fact  about  the  Wabash  affair  consists 
of  two  points.  First,  acetylene  gas  will  ex- 
plode if  a  sufficient  volume  of  it  is  ignited. 
Second,  the  Wabash  acetylene  gas  makers 
made  a  human  mistake,  permitted  a  lot  of  gas 
to   escape,   and   there    was   trouble.     No   such 
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damage   as   was  reported,   however.     Nobody 
hurt.    Good  thing  it  wasn't  a  coal-gas  plant. 

Long  says  that  as  an  insurance  risk  acety- 
lene gas  is  among  the  least  hazardous  of  ill- 
uminants. He  knows,  as  many  of  less  scien- 
tific attainments  do,  that  there  is  a  far  greater 
field  for  the  new  light  than  the  needs  of  the 
bicycle. 

Long  says: 

"That  any  new  light  having  the  wonderful 
merits  of  acetylene  gas  should  enter  the  field, 
crowdingaside  inferior  old  lights,  without  be- 
ing grossly  misrepresented,  is  perhaps  not  to 
be  expected.  If  the  attack  is  not  of  one  kind, 
it  is  sure  to  be  of  another.  We  may  as  well 
remember  that  some  of  the  richest  monop- 
olies on  earth,  including  the  multi-millionaire 
oil  and  gas  trusts,  are  directly  arrayed  against 
everything  in  the  shape  of  a  new  and  popular 
light,  such  as  is  the  present  one. 

"So  let  the  reader  look  out  for  'dangers  of 
acetylene  gas.'  or  what  not,  this  year  and 
next,  and  until  the  twelve  million  homes  of 
America  are  fairly  supplied  with  this  superb 
gift  to  humanity.  In  the  meantime,  kindly 
satisfy  your  own  mind,  and  that  fully,  that 
when  at  last  such  an  unequaled  light  has 
been  made  available,  it  not  only  is  not  hedged 
about  by  dangers  seen  and  unseen,  but  is  the 
safest,  as  it  likewise  is  the  most  beautiful  and 
economical,   of  illuminants." 


TriE  MAJESTIC  LAMP. 


0 


Large    light,    good    workmanship,    simplic- 
ity in  all  the  relations  of  parts,  compactness. 


light   weight — all    these    have    been    aimed    at 
by    Edward    Miller    &    Co.,    Ltd.,    Meriden, 


1899. 


15 


Conn.,  in  the  construction  of  the  Majestic 
lamp. 

One  of  these  lamps  was  operated  for  a 
Wheel  representative.  The  operator  opened 
the  reflector  door  behind  the  burner,  as  if  to 
light  the  lamp.  He  easily  removed  the  whole 
top  of  the  lamp  and  then  in  a  jiffy  removed 
the  burner,  blew  through  it  as  if  to  clean  it, 
replaced  it  and  replaced  the  top. 

The  water  regulating  lever  is  at  the  back, 
within   easy   reach.       The  water   reservoir   is 
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under  the  burner  and  over  the  carbide.  The 
water  drips  through  a  tube  to  the  bottom  and 
centre  of  the  carbide.  The  gas  filters  upward 
through  the  dry  carbide  and  through  small 
holes  at  the  top;  thence  to  the  burner. 

The  carbide  holder  is  marked,  so  that  one, 
two,  three  or  four  hour  changes  may  be 
placed  in  it. 

The  lamp  is  of  a  good  size  and  weight  to 
handle. 


Motor  Cycle  Record. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  Sept.  8.— IMiller  and  Judge 
won  a  twenty-mile  motor  cycle  race  on  the 
Coliseum  bowl  track  last  night  in  the  record- 
breaking  time  of  31.10  3-5.  The  best  former 
record,  31.43  1-5,  was  made  by  the  same  rid- 
ers at  Manhattan  Beach.  Waller  and  Staff- 
ord made  a  great  race  and  throughout  the 
journey  were  never  more  than  forty  feet  be- 
hind the  winners,  who  led  from  the  start. 
Stinson  and  Steenson  and  Caldwell  and  Mer- 
tens  also  started,  but  were  never  at  any  stage 
graduates  from  the  "and  others." 


Owes  Much,  Has  Little. 

Springfield,  Mass.,  Sept.  8. — Edward  A. 
Nelson,  of  this  city,  salesman,  has  filed  in 
Boston  a  voluntary  petition  in  bankruptcy, 
with  scheduled  liabilities  amounting  to  $57,- 
648,  all  unsecured,  and  assets  of  §400.  The 
debts  were  contracted  in  Mr.  Nelson's 
bicycle  business.  The  largest  creditors  are: 
Centaur  Cycle  Co.,  of  Coventry,  Eng.,  $21,- 
985;  Elastic  Tip  Co.,  of  Boston,  $3,900;  Cycle 
Tool  Co.,  of  this  city,  $14,147.  The  assets 
are  a  small  amount  of  household  goods. 


Mighty  Good  Wheel. 

Pierce  Special  No.  23,910,  weighing  21i 
pounds,  fitted  with  Hartford  tires,  and  built 
ill  '96  by  the  George  N.  Pierce  Co.,  has  been 
ridden  2,700  miles  in  three  seasons  by  the 
superintendent  of  The  Wheel's  printing 
plant.  The  crank  bearings  now  need  a  very 
slight  adjustment.  Nothing  else,  except  oil, 
has  been  needed  since  the  wheel  was  bought. 


The  Driver  Never  Knows. 

It  must  puzzle  most  horses  when  meeting 
a  lot  of  wheelmen  on  the  road  to  know  what 
women  are  driving  at. 


STRINGING  THEM  ALONG, 


What  Enthusiastic  Inventor  Talbot  Proposes  to  Do 
with  Wires  on  Rural  Roadways. 


^..„....................... 

WHEN  years  ago  Smithville,  N.  J.,  ar- 
ranged its  fences  so  the  top  rail  thereof 
might  be  used  as  an  elevated  cycle  way  for  a 
specially-designed  Star  bicycle,  people  laugh- 
ed— that  is,  people  outside  of  Smithville  did. 
Smithvillians  simply  went  on  riding  along 
that  fence-top  and  had  no  occasion  to  laugh 
except  at  the  cock-sureness  of  the  know- 
nothings. 

Now  comes  J.  H.  Talbot,  of  Detroit,  who 
proposes  to  bring  the  early  Smithville  idea 
up  to  date  and  demand,  marrying  the  modern 
safety  to  the  modern  trolley.  The  result  is 
the  framework  here  shown,  made  exactly  like 
a  bicycle,  with  tubular  steel  frame,  ball-bear- 
ings, etc.,  weighing  less  than  35  pounds,  and 
so  arranged  as  to  fit  any  ordinary  safety  type 
of  bicycle,  which  can  be  fitted  into  the  frame 
in  30  seconds  and  taken  out  in  less  time. 


The  rear  wheel  rests  on  a  short  belt  running- 
over  two  small  wheels.  An  upright  steel  rod 
with  a  bevel-gear  top  and  bottom  communi- 
cates the  power  to  the  trolley  wheels,  which 
rest  on  the  wire.  The  wheel,  propelled  in  the 
ordinary  way,  drives  the  machine  along  the 
wire  at  a  rapid  rate,  with  the  greatest  ease. 
No  dust,  mud,  ruts  or  stones  to  make  travel 
uncomfortable.  When  dismounting  at  the 
end  of  a  journey,  the  trolley  car  and  wheel 
can  be  easily  lifted  off  the  wire,  and  by  clever 
devices  is  made  to  go  on  the  wire  without  the 
least  annoyance. 

The  underlying  principle  of  the  whole  affair 
is  exceedingly  simple.  Mounted  on  his  own 
wheel,  which  he  inserts  into  the  trolley  frame, 
the     rider     shoves     that    ball-bearing    trolley 


frame  along  over  a  wire  that  is  just  like  a 
suburban  railway,  but  minus  the  current.  He 
takes  his  power-house  in  his  legs  as  the  snail 
carries  his  house  on  his  back.  It  is  claimed 
that  the  power-house  is  not  called  on  for  any 
great  amount  of  exertion,  because  of  the  re- 
duction of  friction  at  every  angle  and  point 
of  contact  by  the  ball-bearings.  The  rider 
goes  about  a  foot  and  a  half  or  two  feet  up 
in  the  air  in  these  trolley  excursions  along 
the  sea  shore  or  in  the  country.  A  simple 
brake  appliance  renders  stopping  easy. 

Where  traffic  is  not  expected  to  be  too  great 
there  are  but  two  wires,  one  for  riders  going 
'One  way,  one  for  the  other  way.  There  are 
switches  for  transfer  from  one  wire  to  the 
other  or  for  stopping  to  rest.  Patent  safety 
hooks  prevent  slipping  of  the  trolley  frame 
off  the  wire  and  springs  where  the  trolley  wire 
joins  the  poles  prevent  the  course  of  the  rider 
being  up  and  down,  as  it  would  otherwise  be 
because  of  the  sagging  in  the  middle.  The 
frame  can  be  propelled  either  backward  or 
forward. 

The  eaithusiastic  inventor  already  contem- 
plates an  association  of  wheelmen  from  all 
over  the  United  States,  one  that  will  put  the 
League's  old  cry  for  "good  roads"  in  the 
shade,  with  the  new  cry  for  a  rapid  extension 
of  the  wire  roads  in  every  part  of  the  country, 
the  necessary  charge  for  maintenance  to  be 
nominal  to  members  and  card-holders,  also 
to  be  uniform  throughout  the  country. 

In  conclusion  the  inventor  declares  this  is 
no  pipe  dream.  He  says  he  has  studied  it 
out  for  a  long  time  and  declares  he  will  dem- 
onstrate its  practicability  as  soon  as  he  gets 
tlie  attention  of  the  public — and  the  money. 


Roads  and  Idea  Both  Good. 

They  have  a  very  commendable  way  of 
displaying  patriotism  in  China.  The  wealthy 
Chinee  who  would  seek  popularity  at  the 
hands  of  his  country  does  not  endow  a  hos- 
pital or  get  someone  to  raise  a  statue  in  his 
honor — no,  he  just  goes  out,  finds  a  bad  bit 
of  road  and  has  it  carefully  made  up  into 
first-class  form.  Mrs.  Bishop,  the  well- 
known  traveler,  says  she  passed  over  some 
remarkable  "highways  of  commerce"  cut 
through  the  rocks  in  mountain  passes,  scaff- 
olded over  rivers,  and  carried  through  galler- 
ies in  which  were  tablets  in  honor  of  the  giv- 
ers of  the  road.  Cycling  is  not  yet  a  popular 
institution  in  China,  but  at  =ome  future  date 
when  the  Flowery  Kmgdom  has  contracted 
the  "infection"  of  western  countries  the 
names  of  these  pioneers  of  the  good  roads 
movement  will  be  honored,  not  as  the  bene- 
factors of  their  particular  locality,  but  of  the 
whole  country. 

Needed  Even  There. 

"What   is    horse   sense,   Uncle   Jim?" 

"I  don't  know  exactly,  but  a  man  oughtn't 

to  trust  himself  on  a  horseless  vehicle  unless 

he   has   got  it." 
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DUSTLESS,  RUTLESS, 
MUDLESS,  INEXPEN- 
SIVE ROADWAYS. 


OIL  instead  of  water,  gravel,  rocks  or  logs 
on  roadways.  Have  you  ever  thought 
of  it?  A  few  years  from  now,  you  and  a 
great  many  others  will  think  enough  of  it 
to  ask:  "Why  wasn't  it  thought  of  years 
ago?" 

On  the  writer's  desk  lies  a  piece  of  pneu- 
matic tire.  Mr.  L.  B.  De  Camp,  of  Los 
Angeles,  California,  sent  it.  To  do  so  he  was 
obliged  to  ruin  a  good  tire,  but  he  considered 
the  sacrifice  worthy.  He  wanted  to  show  the 
condition  of  a  rubber  tire  after  having  ridden 
it  almost  daily  for  eighteen  months  over 
roads  treated  with  oil. 

Mr.  De  Camp  is  manager  of  the  company 
which  is  doing  more  toward  the  general  in- 
troduction of  oiled  roadways  than  any  indi- 
vidual or  set  of  persons  on  earth. 

iMr.  De  Camp's  enterprise  is  in  California, 
but  as  the  dust  of  ages  moves  eastward,  so 
the.  mites  of  intelligence  concerning  this  new 
road-making  idea  are  gradually  floating  in 
this  direction  through  the  columns  of  the 
smaller    newspapers — the    "provincial    press." 

In  the  city  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  the  mites 
have  already  done  their  work.  The  Fort 
Worth  people  have  not  only  studied  oil,  but 
have  gone  to  the  limit  and  used  it  on  lime- 
stone macadam  roads — and  they  are  glad  they 
tried  the  "bold"  experiment. 

Up  in  Wisconsin  a  daily  paper — the 
"Leader,"  of  Superior — tells  its  people,  who 
are  considering  cycle  paths,  to  try  oil.  The 
Wheel  made  this  suggestion  to  cycle  path 
builders   everywhere,   a  long   time   ago. 

In  other  towns  the  mites  are  at  work.  They 
are  rolling  eastward.  In  the  fullness  of  time 
the  whole  country,  and  Europe,  will  know  a 
little,  and  finally  a  good  deal,  about  oil  for 
road-making  purposes. 

Concerning  that  piece  of  tire,  sent  to  this 
office  by  Mr.  De  Camp,  the  corrugations 
on  the  tread  of  it  indicate  a  wear  of  over 
2.000  miles — probably  over  3,000 — on  smooth 
clay  roads.  There  are  no  cuts.  There  is  a  faint 
trace  of  horse,  and  if  the  piece  of  tire  is  pre- 
served long  enough  it  may  have  historical 
and  anthropological  value  on  that  account. 
The  sides  of  the  tire  are  "checked,"  as  the 
tire-makers  call  it — cracked  slightly,  and  hard 
on  the  surface.  That  is  caused  by  something 
the  tire-maker  knows  aibout,  combined  with 
lack  of  exercise.  The  tread  of  the  tire  is 
quite  pliable,  yet  tough.  No  part  of  the  rub- 
ber shows  the  action  of  oil  in  the  slightest 
degree. 

Oil  will  certainly  hurt  rubber.  This  par- 
ticular tire  shows  no  injury,  because  the  oiled 
roads  on  which  it  was  tested  were  oiled  in  the 
right   way. 

On  this  page  is  an  illustration  of  the 
method  of  oiling  roads  in  California.  This 
particular  method  is  patented  by  F.  W.  Mat- 
tern,  and  is  controlled  by  him  and  L.  B.  De 
Camp  under  the  name  of  the  California 
Dustless  Roads  Co.  of  Los  Angeles.  Mr. 
De  Camp,  who  is  an  old-time  wheelman, 
manages  the  business. 

The  machine  for  distributing  the  oil  on  the 
roadway  is  quite  a  novelty.     It  consists  of  a 


portable  tank  six  feet  long,  running  on  two 
wheels  which  are  attached  to  the  rear  of  an 
oil  tank  wagon.  The  oil  is  discharged  into 
the  portable  tank  ^by  means  of  hose.  It  is 
then  discharged  through  tubes  six  inches 
apart  underneath  the  tank,  which  are  oper- 
ated by  a  lever.  Only  a  sufficient  amount  is 
let  through  to  take  up  the  dust.  The  oil  is 
run  in  furrov^fS  made  by  a  little  hoe,  and  is 
covered  by  other  hoes  following.  This  is  to 
pnevent  the  oil  from  seeking  a  level  in  any 
low  place  and  becoming  unevenly  distributed 
on  the  road.  After  all  the  oil  has  been  ap- 
plied the  same  machine  is  used  to  incorporate 
the  oil  and  earth.  Two  horses  are  attached  to 
the  apparatus,  and  by  the  means  of  numerous 
other  friction  teeth,  and  by  going  over  the 
road  the  balance  of  the  day  for  the  pur- 
pose of  incorporating  the  earth  and  oil,  the 
road  is  made  ready  for  use.  The  oil  used  is 
a  heavy  quality  of  asphaltum  oil,  and  is  ap- 
plied hot.  The  affinity  of  the  earth  for  the  oil 
when  both  are  hot  is  very  great. 

Over  ten  years  ago  Mr.  Mattern  conceived 


the  idea  of  using  crude  oil  to  secure  dustless 
roads.  Last  year  many  miles  of  dusty  roads 
were  subdued  ty  oil,  which  has  proved  not 
only  far  superior  to  water  but  actually 
cheaper.  People  out  in  California  often  call 
the  oiled  roads  "pneumatic  tire  roads,"  be- 
cause they  are  so  springy  and  noiseless. 
They  are  easy  on  horses'  feet,  and  the  dark 
color  is  restful  and  pleasant  to  the  eyes. 

Between  50  and  60  barrels  of  hot  as- 
phaltum oil  are  used  in  the  first  application 
for  each  mile  of  an  18-foot  road.  For  subse- 
quent applications  about  20  barrels  per  mile. 
Roads  having  ordinary  use  need  three  appli- 
cations yearly.  ■ 

The  cost  of  oiling  roads  varies  with  the 
quality  of  the  roads.  A  road  with  a  good 
foundation  shows  the  best  results,  but  results 
are  good  on  any  kind  of  roads.  Cycle 
paths  six  feet  wide  can  be  made  mudless, 
dustless,  rutless  and  springy  by  the  use  of 
oil  at  an  initial  cost  of  less  than  $100  a  mile, 
and  the  cost  of  maintenance  should  not  ex- 
ceed $25  per  mile  per  year.  No  cycle  paths 
are  built  or  maintained  at  such  low  costs  now. 
The  initial  cost  of  an  18-foot  oiled  road 
should  be  about  $300.  A  six-foot  macadam 
cycle  path  would  cost  at  least  $1,000  per  mile, 
and  an  18-foot  road  at  least  $3,100.  Macadam 
prices  range  from  the  ones  stated  (based  on 
30    cents    per    square    yard)    to    figures    four 


times  greater.  Quality,  width  and  locality 
determine. 

Gravel  dressing  is  much  cheaper  (in  first 
cost  only)  than  macadam  as  a  rule,  but  much 
more  expensive  in  several  ways  than  oil. 

Oil  should  be  regarded  as  a  good  thing  to 
use  right  away  while  other  methods  are  under 
consideration.  Those  who  have  tried  it  are  in 
no  hurry  to  change.  The  California  Dustless 
Roads  Co.  are  broad-minded  and  are  willing 
to  sell  their  oilers.  They  do  not  insist  upon 
doing  the  work  themselves. 

Compared  with  watering  any  kind  of 
streets,  oil  has  amply  demonstrated  its  supe- 
riority on  sandy,  loamy  clay  and  macadam 
surfaces.  It  gives  far  better  satisfaction  than 
water  at  less  than  half  the  cost.  That  is  not 
the  experience  of  California  cities  but  of  Ft. 
Worth,  Texas,  where  the  oil  was  sprinkled 
over  old  macadam  streets  and  given  48  hours 
to  soak  in. 

A  section  of  the  new  cycle  path  between 
Los  Angeles  and  Santa  Monica,  California, 
is  to  be  treated  with  oil.  Cycle  path  builders 
elsewhere,  lacking  the  courage  to  save  their 
own  money  by  using  oil,  should  watch  the  re- 
sult of  this  case  with  a  view  to  greater  future 
intelligence.  In  this  connection  a  letter 
written  by  Mr.  De  Camp  from  Los  Angeles 
recently  will  be  of  interest: 

"Last  year  we  used  from  50  to  60  barrels 
per  mile  for  18-foot  roads.  That  is  where  the 
dust  was  say  one-half  inch  deep.  When  thor- 
oughly incorporated  with  this  loose  dust  it 
forms  an  elastic  covering  which  overcomes 
the  vibration  of  the  wagons  and  is  conse- 
quently noiseless.  This  elastic  covering  pro- 
tects the  surface  or  foundation  from  the 
grinding  wear  of  the  wheels,  consequently 
the  roads  do  not  cut  up  into  ruts.  At  the  same 
time  we  have  an  absolutely  dustless  road. 

"Undersuch  a  condition  as  I  have  described 
a  road  would  last  two  to  three  months,  at 
which  time  it  would  require  a  light  renewal 
of  about  20  barrels.  During  this  year  we  have 
used  as  much  as  100  barrels  to  the  mile,  giv- 
ing the  loose  earth  as  much  oil  as  it  could 
take  up.  By  this  means  we  produce  a  road 
similar  to  an  asphaltum  pavement.  It  packs 
down  readily  under  the  action  of  the  wheels 
and  remains  so  for  months,  after  v/hich  time 
it  becomes  loose  and  very  much  resembles 
damp  sawdust.  The  renewals  of  course  will 
follow  later  on,  though  we  anticipate  but  one 
for  our  dry  and  dusty  season  of  six  or  eight 
months. 

"A  roadway  such  as  I  have  described,  if 
graded  and  rounded  up,  will  shed  water 
readily.  In  fact,  during  our  heaviest  rains 
last  winter  the  surface  of  these  roads  did  not 
wet  through  one-eighth  of  an  inch;  but 
where  the  water  stood  in  pools,  of  course  it 
mixed  up  into  mud  just  as  it  would  have  done 
had  no  oil  been  used.  We  anticipate,  if  a 
road  is  continually  kept  under  this  influence, 
it  would  be  so  thoroughly  saturated  with  the 
oil  as  to  be  free  from  any  of  the  conditions 
of  elements. 

"Regarding  my  experience  as  a  wheelman 
and  my  experience  with  oil  roads,  will  say 
that  I  ride  a  wheel  all  the  time.  My  business 
takes  me  into  the  country  where  hiy  work  is 
going  on,  that  of  making  dustless  roads,  and 
of  the  75  or  80  miles  of  road  made  by  me  last 
and  this  season,  I  have  ridden  my  wheel  over 
every   foot.     I   have   purposely   ridden   in   the 
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oil  at  every  stage  of  the  operation  of  putting 
on,  from  the  freshly  applied  material  to  old 
and  worn-out  roads. 

"I  have  made  it  my  'business  to  know  posi- 
tively whether  the  theory  was  correct  or  not, 
that  oil  would  disintegrate  rubber,  and  I  can 
say  in  this  matter  it  is  not  correct.  I  have 
proven  it  absolutely  to  myself,  at  least,  and  1 
can  say  if  used  as  a  material  for  making 
bicycle  paths  it  packs  under  the  wheels  per- 
fectly smooth,  but  remains  elastic.  I  predict 
that  when  its  merits  are  fully  apprehended 
and  prejudice  overcome  it  will  be  used  by 
the  cycling  public  for  this  purpose.  I  send 
you  a  section  of  the  outer  tube  of  my  tire, 
which  I  have  ridden  for  eighteen  months  over 
every  mile  of  oil  road  made  in  this  country." 


THE  BRIDGE  CYCLE  PATH. 


New   York   Cyclists   Have    Determined   to   Fight 
Against  Evasive   Injustice. 

Chief  Engineer  Martin,  of  the  Brooklyn 
Bridge,  says  a  cycle  path  on  the  big  span  is 
impracticable.  New  York  riders  who  have 
been  representing  their  fellows  in  the  matter 
for  many  months  are  angry  at  this  final,  un- 
satisfactory decision,  coming  as  it  does  as  the 
conclusion  of  a  series  of  tilts  in  which  the 
Bridge  officials  have  been  systematically 
evasive.  Therefore  the  representatives  of 
New  York  and  Brooklyn  wheelmen  have  de- 
cided to  fight.  The  thoughts  of  prominent 
leaders  were  given  free  expression  at  a  meet- 
ing held  last  Friday,  and  the  following  reso- 
lutions were  adopted: 

Whereas,  Committees  representing  tlie  cyclists  m 
and  around  Greater  New  York  have  been  striving  for 
the  past  two  years  to  bring  from  the  Bridge  officials 
a  separate  path  for  wheelmen  to  cross  the  structure 
without  risk  to  life  and  limb,  recent  accidents,  one 
fatal,   emphasizing  the  necessity  for  the  same; 

Whereas,  The  engineering  department  of  said  Bridge 
has  not  devised  or  perfected  any  plan  to  build  such 
path,  but  has  apparently  contented  itself  with  raising 
objections  to  all  plans  and  suggestions. 

Whereas,  That  this  committee  in  behalf  of  the 
cyclists  of  Greater  New  York  and  vicinity  do  demand 
that  the  Bridge  authorities  at  once  provide  such  a 
path  or  separate  wheel  way  as  will  enable  cyclists  to 
cross  the  Bridge  at  any  and  all  times  in  safety  to 
themselves  and  their  property. 

Resolved,  That  as  the  engineering  staff  of  said 
Bridge  have  shown  that  they  are  incompetent  to  de- 
vise or  perfect  plans  to  build  such  a  path,  their 
resignation  should  be  requested  and  others  better 
fitted  be  appointed  in  their  place. 

Resolved,  That  the  general  public  he  asked  to  aid 
in  the  effort  to  secure  a  suitable  path  across  the 
Bridge. 

Copies  of  these  resolutions  to  be  sent  to  the  Mayor 
and  municipal  officers  of  the  city  of  Greater  New 
York. 

On  September  18  the  full  committee  will 
meet  and  plan  further.  A  petition  will  prob- 
ably be  circulated,  preparatory  to  the  intro- 
duction of  a  'bill  in  the  Legislature. 

At  last  Friday's  meeting  Eugene  La  Man- 
na, civil  engineer,  summed  up  the  situation 
in  these  words: 

'"I  cannot  see  but  what  a  path  can  be  built. 
Mr.  Martin  is  a  good  engineer,  but  he  is  not 
infallible.  When  it  was  proposed  to  run 
trolley  cars  across  the  Bridge  Mr.  Martin 
said  the  structure  would  not  stand  it.  The 
trolley  cars  are  there.  In  engineering  and 
architecture  it  is  all  a  matter  of  calculation. 
The  chief  factor  is  one  of  safety.  The  Bridge 
■will  stand  six  times  the  load  that  is  on  it 
before  the  breaking  point  is  reached.  Mr. 
Martin  has  once  said  that  a  cycle  path  could 
be  built,  and  he  and  his  sons  designed  plans 


for  elevators.  The  wheelmen  objected. 
Since  then  Mr.  Martin  has  done  nothing  but 
object.  I  speak,  not  as  a  wheelman,  but  as  a 
citizen,  advocating  the  cause  of  the  masses. 

"Build  a  cycle  path  on  the  Bridge  and  in- 
side of  sixty  days  it  will  be  used  by  from 
15,000  to  20,000  cyclists.  The  wage  earners 
who  can  ride  across  200  days  in  the  year  and 
save  10  cents  a  day  are  those  who  need  it 
most.  They  are  voters,  too,  these  working- 
men,  and  have  rights.  A  path  can  be  built 
for  $30,000.  We  give  corporations  franchises 
and  condemn  private  property  for  them. 
Why  can't  we  condemn  a  little  public  prop- 
erty of  our  own  for  ourselves?  There  is  the 
old  Registry  building  in  City  Hall  Park,  with 
a  plot  of  grass  40  by  70'  feet  beside  it  occupied 
by  a  one-horse  chestnut  tree.  A  cycle  path 
could  terminate  there  nicely  by  means  of  a 
double  spiral  stairway.  Every  facility  on  the 
Bridge  has  been  given  to  everyone  on  the 
Bridge,  excepting  'bicycle  riders.  The  pedes- 
trians wanted  the  toll  abolished,  and  it  was 
done.  The  trolley  cars  wanted  to  cross,  and 
they  do.  Now  we  want  a  path  and  must  have 
it.  I  say  fight,  and  I  will  be  fighting  when  all 
others  have  quit." 

CAUSE  OE  CHEAPNESS. 


Why   the   Low-Cost   Bicycle    Prospers    and   Is 
Purchased. 

A  Western  correspondent  writes  that  far 
from  being  any  decrease  in  the  demand  for 
cheap  wheels  in  his  locality  there  is  a  posi- 
tive increase  in  the  demand  therefor.  Com- 
menting on  this,  he  wisely  remarks  that  over 
the  rough  roads  abounding  these  cheap 
wheels  do  not  last  any  length  of  time.  Re- 
pairing bills  compel  a  rider  to  pay  a  high 
price  for  a  poor  machine. 

The  inducement  to  indulge  in  cheap 
bicycles  is  the  limited  means  at  command. 
Other  things  besides  vehicles  are  wanted, 
and  the  available  cash  must  -be  spread  out  to 
purchase  the  other  things.  There  is  a  rem- 
edy, but  it  will  take  another  good  crop  or 
two,  another  good  fruit  season  or  two  to  get 
lo  that  remedy. 

Those  who  buy  the  cheapest  bicycle  doubt- 
less realize  they  are  not  doing  the  best  thing, 
and  the  manufacturers  of  these  cheap  bicycles 
know  the  same;  but  there  is  a  demand  for 
them,  a  necessity  for  them,  and  the  manu- 
facturer gives  a  surprisingly  good  'bicycle  for 
the  small  amount  of  money  he  gets  for  it. 
Those  who  know  the  cost  of  material  and 
work  are  surprised  at  the  value  put  into  a 
cheap  bicycle  when  the  price  realized  for  it  is 
taken  into  account.  No  class  of  men  will  so 
gladly  welcome  the  demand  for  medium  and 
a  'better  class  machine  as  the  manufacturers 
of  the  cheap  bicycles  themselves. 


Learning  How  It   Is  Made. 

A  Southern  dealer  writes  there  are  too 
few  cycle  salesmen  who  really  understand 
the  goods  they  sell;  not  more  than  one  in 
every  ten  spend  a  week  a  year  at  the  factory, 
and  the  consequence  is,  they  can't  answer  in- 
telligently one-half  the  questions  put  to  them 
by  a  careful  buyer. 

This  is  probably  true.  It  would  pay  a 
salesman  to  be  able  to  actually  draft  and  con- 
struct a  bicycle.  He  would  be  a  better  sales- 
man. The  only  remedy  at  present  is  for 
salesmen  to  acquire  a  smattering  of  cycle 
building,    at    least.     That    is    possible.     Each 


year  there  is  a  greater  necessity  for  a  greater 
technical  understanding  by  cycle  salesmen  of 
the  goods  they  sell.  The  standard  of  sales- 
man-ability must  be  raised,  and  the  measure 
of  capacity  must  be,  and  will  be  advanced. 
T'hose  firms  who  see  the  drift  of  things  are 
endeavoring  to  have  their  salesmen  initiated 
into  the  art  of  cycle  construction,  sufficiently, 
at  least,  to  be  able  to  stand  up  before  an  in- 
telligent buyer. 


AUTOMATIC   AND  ACCURATE. 

New    Contrivance    for    Rapidly    Handling    Steel 
Balls. 

Manufacturers  and  assemblers  of  bicycles 
will  be  interested  in  a  newly  invented  ■ma- 
chine for  automatically  counting  the  balls  to 
be  placed  in  crank,  hub  or  pedal  bearings. 
When  balls  are  counted  and  put  in  by  hand, 
it  is  estimated  that  a  capable  man  can  do  160 
pairs  of  hubs  a  day,  while  with  the  machine 
invented  by  George  C.  Rendig  an  ordinary 
worker  can  do  140  an  hour,  a  specified  num- 
ber of  balls  being  allowed  to  pass  at  each 
touch  of  a  lever. 

There  are  two  levers,  one  permitting  11 
and  the  other  13  balls  to  pass.  This  is  used 
for  bearings  in  which  one  side  requires  more 
balls  than  the  other,  as  in  pedals.  The  ma- 
chine has  a  box  with  a  V-shaped  bottom,  in 
which  the  balls  are  held.  Running  from  this 
box  is  a  tube,  at  the  end  of  which  is  a  valve 
reaching  to  the  end  of  the  hub  when  in  work- 
ing position.  A  foot  lever  is  connected  at 
its  upper  end  with  a  rod  having  a  hollow 
front  part,  slightly  larger  than  the  diameter 
of  the  balls.  When  pressed  by  the  foot,  this 
lever  pushes  the  hollow  rod  toward  the 
mouth  of  the  tube,  where  it  enters  the  ball 
reservoir. 

The  movement  keeps  the  tube  filled  with 
balls  and  does  not  allow  them  to  clog  at  the 
entrance.  The  hole  in  the  rod  runs  out  half- 
way toward  its  end,  so  that  if  the  tube  should 
become  filled  and  the  lever  be  pressed,  the 
balls  will  not  be  forced  into  the  tube,  but 
will  pass  out  of  the  hole  in  the  centre  of  the 
rod.  The  hollow  rod  is  used  as  a  feed  for 
the  tube  because  without  something  of  this 
kmd  the  balls  would  clog  in  front  of  it.  The 
practicability  of  the  machine  is  indicated  by 
its  adoption  in  one  of  the  big  factories. 


To  Test  a  File's  "  Bite." 

In  the  matter  of  file  testing,  if  one  has  the 
chance  to  "shove"  the  tool  under  working 
conditions,  it  is  the  best  way  to  test  the 
sharpness.  iBut  there  is  another  way  which 
is  quite  good,  and,  within  limits,  is  helpful  to 
the  buyer — although  it  was  learned  from  a 
seller.  This  looks  to  the  so-called  "angle  of 
repose"  of  a  block  of  metal  resting  upon 
the  file,  while  the  latter  is  inclined  to  the 
horizontal.  Thus,  suppose  you  have  two 
files,  one  of  which  will  keep  a  flat  metal  block 
from  sliding  when  it  is  at  a  certain  angle; 
while  the  other,  when  it  is  inclined  at  a 
greater  angle,  will  keep  the  same  block  still; 
then  the  second  one  will  have  the  sharper 
teeth  of  the  two.  The  maximum  angle  at 
which  the  file  lies  to  the  horizontal,  while 
keeping  the  block  in  place  through  the  "bite," 
does  not  quantitatively  measure  the  sharpness 
of  the  file  teeth;  but  it  is  a  pretty  good  straw 
by  which  to  judge  the  wind,  and  better  than 
the  usual  thumb  tests  made  over  a  store 
counter. 
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1  EVERYTHING    FROM    EVERYWHERE.  I 

i  I 


Howard    E.    Raymond    was    in    New    York 
last  week. 


Seek   to   acquire    an   easy   style     of    sitting 
your  machine. 

Tire  makers,  book  agents  and  sailors  need 
wind  in  their  canvas. 


Never  buy  a  cheap  wrench.     It  may  break 
at  a  very  inopportune  moment. 


Mr.    Atherton,    of    the    Buffalo    Cycle    Co., 
was  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  last  week. 


The  rider  who  waits  until  to-morrow  never 
accomplishes  anything  in  the  way  of  riding. 


Although  it  is  very  old  advice,  it  is  still 
necessary  to  repeat  it:  Never  "stand  about" 
in  wet  clothes. 


A  Western  daily  is  proud  of  this  ad: 
WANTED— Small  boy  to  deliver  oysters  that 
can  ride  a  bicycle. 


The  automobile,  among  other  points  of  su- 
periority, can  be  depended  on  not  to  get  its 
tail  over  the  reins. 


When  choosing  a  mount,  remember  that 
simplicity  with  strength  is  the  first  law  in 
cycle  construction. 


Rat-trap  pedals  and  thin  sole  shoes  form 
an  excellent  combination  for  inducing  blis- 
ters on  tender  feet. 


The  prize-money  of  the  next  Austral 
Wheel  race  will  amount  to  $5,000.  The  first 
prize  will  be  $2,500. 


Overhaul  your  wheel  occasionally  to  see 
that  everything  is  all  right.  You  will  find  it 
is  time  well  expended. 


There  are  still  a  few  people  left  who  will 
not  try  to  learn  cycling  until  a  pneumatic 
floor  has  been  invented. 


Among  The  Wheel's  visitors  last  week 
was  the  breezy,  brainy  J.  Elmer  Pratt,  of  the 
Grand    Rapids    Cycle    Co. 


They  said  to  Paderewski:  "Divinely  gifted 
star,  play  Liszt,  or  what  you  choosesky." 
He  chose  a  Handel  bar. 


Frank  Fowler  is  now  head  of  the  Aerial 
Advertising  Company,  a  concern  which 
catches  the  eye  by  balloon  ascensions. 


A  rainy  day  is  worse  than  a  puncture,  for 
the  latter  can  be  repaired,  but  the  former 
cannot  be  cured.     It  must  be  endured. 


The  chainless  bicycle  may  be  a  good  thing, 
but  what  the  great  sane  portion  of  cycling  is 
hungering  for  is  the  scorcherless   bicycle. 


Wheels,  motes,  autos!  They  are  every- 
where! 'Tis  plain  the  day  when  'twas  safe  to 
cross  the  street  will  never  come  back  again! 


An   easy   way   to   clean  hubs  is  to   take   a 
piece  of  wood  about  a   foot  long  and   cover 


it  with  chamois  leather.     With  this  the  hubs 
may  be  cleaned  effectually. 


A  girl  who  rode  out  to  Grosse  Isle,  every 
day  on  a  90-gear  whisle,  got  as  brown  as  a 
berry,  while  her  nose  showed  a  very  pro- 
nounced inclination  to  pisle. 


How  is  it  that  cycle  stockings  are  all  made 
about  the  same  length,  and  that  a  five-foot 
man  can  only  have  leg-covers  the  same 
length  as  a  six-foot  friend? 


J.  B.  Tucker,  manufacturer  of  the  Tucker 
rim,  the  rim  that  has  "the  wood  where  you 
want  it  and  not  where  you  don't  want  it," 
visited  The  Wheel  ofifice  last  week. 


He  who  spurts  every  now  and  then  during 
a  long  distance  ride  does  not  know  his  book. 
A  steady  grind  would  add  to  the  pleasure 
and  land  him  at  his  journey's  end  a  wiser 
and  better  man. 


Vs'^omen  aren't,  we  confess,  in  some  bi- 
cycling dress,  what  we'd  call  the  most  grace- 
ful Dianas,  but  we'll  just  let  them  roam,  for  it 
keeps  them  from  home,  and  from  practicing 
on  tin  pan  pianos. 


A  surveyor  has  stated  that  the  difficulty  of 
keeping  roads  good  will  be  overcome  when 
the  day  arrives  on  which  motorcars  will  be 
more  generally  used,  for  every  wheel  will 
have  a  rubber  tire. 


Many  show  windows  in  cycle  stores  are 
made  attractive  and  suggestive  of  approach- 
ing autumn  by  a  profusion  of  sprays  of  gol- 
den rod  and  swamp  cat-tails  mixed  in  with 
the  display  of  goods. 


When  a  man  walks  a  mile  he  averages 
"2,000  steps,  and  at  the  same  time  he  has  to 
bear  the  weight  of  his  body.  The  average 
cyclist  takes  600  steps,  and  requires  far  less 
force  to  get  over  the  distance. 


Ceaseless  pounding  is  what  counts.  Ad- 
vertising to-day,  to-morrow  and  the  day  after 
is  what  brings  trade.  It  is  money  thrown 
away  to  advertise  a  day,  a  week,  or  two 
weeks,  unless  it  is  followed  up. 


A  Holland  tourist  recently  fastened  his 
bicycle  to  one  of  the  sails  of  a  windmill. 
The  miller  set  the  mill  in  motion,  and  the 
bicycle  was  carried  round  with  the  sails  while 
the  astonished  rider  tried  to  talk  Dutch. 


The  amount  of  capital  invested  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  bicycle  tires  in  the  United  States 
has  been  estimated  at  $8,000,000,  the  number 
of  persons  employed  at  3,000,  and  the  num- 
l)er  of  tires  produced  annually  at  4,000,000. 


The  automobile  is  constantly  offering  new 
tokens  of  its  practicability.  The  latest  test 
was  in  Berlin,  where  an  eloping  couple  on 
an  automobile  easily  distanced  the  pursuing 
of  parents  of  the  bride  with  horses  that  had 
to  stop  for  food,  water  and  rest. 


It  is  announced  with  great  pleasure  that 
the  Kenosha  councilmen  sat  down  with  ex- 
treme force  upon  the  old  granny  who  wanted 
to  impose  a  license  upon  women  bicycle  rid- 
ers. Who  ever  heard  of  a  woman  scorcher 
running  down  "one  of  our  leading  citi- 
zens?" 


The  triple  century  has  been  evolved  as  an 
easy  day's  pastime,  the  single  and  double 
varieties  being  just  a  little  behind  the  times 
The  sensible  rider  might  wonder  where  this 
thing  was  going  to  stop  if  he  were  not  too 
busy  having  a  contented  jog  along  some 
shaded  country  road. 


It  is  expected  that  the  Building  Committee 
of  the  Wilmington  (Del.)  Bicycle  Club  will 
in  a  few  days  ask  for  plans  for  the  new 
building  which  the  club  will  have  built.  The 
building  is  to  cost  about  $8,000  and  it  is  ex- 
pected that  the  work  will  be  started  about 
October  1. 


A  Belgian  has  designed  an  apparatus  for 
racing  automaton  figures  across  a  stage  on 
bicycles,  consisting  of  endless  chains  carried 
by  pulleys  under  the  tracks,  the  latter  having 
central  slots  through  which  a  connection  is 
made  with  the  bicycle,  power  being  applied 
to  the  chains  to  drive  the  figures. 


An  Iowa  man  is  working  on  an  invention 
which  promises  to  revolutionize  the  dairy 
business.  It  is  a  combined  churn  and 
bicycle,  the  general  character  of  which  will 
be  apprehended  without  explanation.  It  will 
be  nice  to  have  fresh  buttermilk  to  drink 
while  making  a  century  run  on  a  hot  day. 


A  young  woman  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  who 
had  met  her  husband  at  a  race  meet,  has  had 
the  incident  depicted  on  his  tombstone  in 
alto  relievo.  The  effect  is  described  as  more 
novel  than  artistic,  especially  as  she  is  attired 
in  cycle  costume.  In  the  inscription,  which 
is  in  Spanish,  is  a  sentence  which  may  be 
translated:  "My  dear  soul  had  the  tire  of  his 
life  prematurely   punctured." 


An  artistic  Parisian  cripple  imposter  uses 
the  cycle  to  get  around  his  route.  He  car- 
ries the  crutches  and  other  properties  on  the 
machine,  sprints  out  to  his  station  in  the 
Bois,  and  hiding  the  machine,  assumes  his 
decrepitude,  with  little  added  touches  in  "deaf 
and  blind"  notices,  etc.  Some  cyclists  dis- 
covered the  fraud  lately,  and  one  evening 
gave  him  chase;  but  the  clever  beggar  out- 
sprinted   them    and   escaped. 


Fools  and  their  foolishness  vary.  For  ex- 
ample, a  fool  rushes  into  print  with  the  as- 
sertion that  of  two  similar  bicycles,  one  as  it 
is,  and  the  other  loaded  with  ten  pounds  of 
lead  in  the  tubes,  the  loaded  one  would  go 
the  faster  against  the  wind.  It  would  be  in- 
teresting to  know  why  so  small  a  limit  is 
placed  on  the  weight  to  be  added.  If  ten 
pounds  is  good,  how  useful  is  twenty?  And 
if  only  half  a  hundred-weight  were  packed  in 
the  frame,  what  would  be  the  amount  of  ex- 
tra speed  thereby  gathered  against  a  gale? 
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DIER  IN  GREAT  FORM, 


Buffalo's  Amateur  Makes  Ducks  and   Drakes  with 
Competitors  and  Records. 


IT  would  take  the  occult  powers  credited  to 
the  seventh  son  of  a  seventh  son  to  ex- 
plain why  it  is  that  no  matter  what  the  at- 
traction is  at  Berkeley  Oval,  it  cannot  be  re- 
warded by  a  bumper  house.  Saturday  was 
but  another  proof  of  this.  With  racing  good 
enough  to  please  the  most  exacting;  with 
records  being  smashed  and  with  blanket  fin- 
ishes the  order  of  the  day  only  a  handful  of 
enthusiasts  looked  on. 

Roy  Duer,  the  Buffalo  amateur,  rode  34 
miles  and  440  yards  in  one  hour  and  broke 
all  world's  amateur  records  from  one  mile  to 
thirty-four  inclusive,  except  the  one  for  two 
miles.  All  the  records  from  one  to  fifteen 
miles  were  held  by  Duer,  excepting  those  for 
two  and  six  miles,  and  the  others  were  held 
by  John  Nelson  of  Montreal.  The  most  re- 
markable part  of  the  performance  was  the 
amount  chopped  off  the  record.  At  34  miles 
Duer  was  5  minutes  39  2-5  seconds  under  the 
best  figures.  From  the  thirteenth  to  the 
eighteenth  mile  inclusive  he  was  inside  the 
professional  marks. 

The  new  figures  were  made  in  a  twenty- 
mile  race  between  Duer,  Ryan  and  Earl, 
which  Duer  won  after  a  game  struggle  with 
Ryan.  Earl  quit  at  five  miles,  knowing 
when  he  had  enough.  Duer  led  from  the 
start,  paced  by  a  motor  tandem.  Ryan  held 
him  to  the  fifteenth  mile  when  he  jumped 
into  the  lead.  The  men  were  then  13  3-5 
seconds  ahead  of  professional  figures.  Duer 
passed  his  man  before  the  next  lap  had 
been  ridden,  but  before  another  circuit  had 
been  made  Ryan  was  in  front  again.  In  the 
seventeenth  mile  the  men  fought  it  out  neck 
and  neck. 

After  half  a  lap  of  this,  Ryan  weakened  and 
lost  his  pace,  which  cost  him  100  yards  and 
the  race.  That  it  was  almost  a  toss-up  be- 
tween them,  however,  was  shown  by  the  fact 
that  immediately  afterward  Duer  fell  away, 
finding  the  pace  too  hot.  After  that  it  was 
all  over  but  the  shouting  for  Duer.  The 
meet  was  the  one  at  which  the  amateur  cham- 
pionship of  the  N.  C.  A.  for  the  year  was  de- 
cided and  the  honor  went  to  Frank  L.  Kram- 
er of  the  Harlem  Wheelmen,  who  was  the 
L.  A.  W.  champion  last  year.  Kramer  gained 
the  title  by  a  good  margin,  the  total  cham- 
pionship points  to  his  credit  being  23.  His 
rivals  stood  as  follows:  Collett,  16;  Haus- 
man,  7;  Rutz,  9;  Fearing,  3;  Schofield,  3; 
Dove,  1;  Nye,  1. 

Joe  Downey's  exhibition  was  particularly 
'fast  and  interesting.  Roundsman  Scheussler 
set  a  new  mark  for  ipolicemen,  after  simply 
taking  off  his  coat  and  hat  and  riding  in  his 
uniform  knickers.  Wahrenberger  and  Nye 
of  the  Greenwich  Wheelmen,  who  were  en- 
tered to  compete,  failed  to  report,  and  they 
were  suspended.  Wahrenberger  says  he  is 
through  with  racing. 

Time  by  miles  in  the  Duer-Ryan-Earl  race: 

Time. 
Miles.  Leader.  Led  by.  Min.  Sec. 

l....Duer 3   yards 1     49  3-5 

2. ...Duer 3  yards 3     27  4-5 


3. ...Duer 5   yards 5  09  3-5 

4. ...Duer 6   yards 6  49  4-5 

5 Duer 5  yards 8  29  2-5 

6. ...Duer 5   yards 10  10  2-5 

7. . .  .Duer 5   yards 11  51  3-5 

8. ...Duer 5  yards 13  33  1-5 

9.... Duer 10   yards 15  13 

10.... Duer 10  yards 16  52 

11.... Duer 5  yards 18  31 

12. ...Duer 5   yards 20  09  4-5 

13.... Duer 5   yards 21  49 

14. ...Duer 5  yards 23  29  4-5 

15. ...Ryan 5  yards 25  12  2-5 

16. ...Ryan 5  yards 27  02  1-5 

17. ...Duer lOO  yards 28  48  4-5 

18. ...Duer 200  yards 30  30  4-6 

19. ...Duer 150  yards 32  17  4-5 

30. ...Duer 100  yards 34  02  4-5 

Following  are  the  new  records  made  by 
Duer  after  the  race  was  finished: 

21  miles,  35.54;  22  miles,  37.42  4-5;  23  miles,  39.32  1-5; 
24  miles,  41.21  3-5;  25  miles,  43.08  2-5;  26  miles,  44.55  1-5; 
27  miles,  46.43  1-5;  28  miles,  48.51  2-5;  29  miles,  50,43  1-5; 
30  miles,  52.31  2-5;  31  miles,  54.17  1-5;  32  miles,  56.04  1-5; 
33  miles,  57.54  1-5;  34  miles,  59.39  1-5;  34  miles,  400 
yards,    1    hour. 

The  best  previous  world's  amateur  record 
behind  pace  was  31  miles  460  yards,  made  by 
John  Nelson  at  Montreal,  during  the  interna- 
tional week. 


VIEWED   IMPARTIALLY. 


What   One   Who    Has  No  Axe  to  Grind   Thinks  of 
Racing  Outlool<. 

Editor  The  Wheel:  Will  you  allow  me 
a  little  space  for  a  few  remarks  on  the  racing 
situation  and  the  trouble  bred  by  a  few  dis- 
gruntled L.  A.  W.  politicians  whose  puck- 
ered lips  were  pushed  away  from  the  L.  A.  W. 
financial  teat?  Who  are  the  leaders  in  the 
paper  organization  known  as  the  N.  C.  A.? 
You  will  find  that  they  are  without  exception 
soured  political  ex-L.  A.  W.  job  holders 
who  wanted  some  of  the  financial  plums  in 
the  old  reliable  organization  and  couldn't 
get  them. 

These  disappointed  ones  have  used  the  pro- 
fessional racing  men  to  serve  a  purpose,  and 
that  purpose  is  "control"  of  rich  fees  and 
soft  snaps  in  oflice.  What  has  the  profes- 
sional racing  man  to  show  for  his  change  of 
"governors?"  How  does  the  circuit-chosen 
bank  account  compare  in  these  September 
days  with  those  of  last  year  and  years  ago? 
What  will  they  do  about  foreign  racing  with 
the  I.  C.  A.  solid  for  the  L.  A.  W.?  The 
World's  Fair  at  Paris  will  provide  some  rich 
plums,  but  the  N.  C,  A.  rider  can't  pluck  any 
of  them. 

Let  no  one  for  a  moment  run  away  with 
the  idea  that  the  L.  A.  W.  will  give  up 
racing,  notwithstanding  the  advice  of  many 
of  its  Beldens,  Elliotts  and  Mearses.  Too 
many  believe — and  rightly  so — that  the  giving 
up  of  racing  would  be  a  death-blow  to  the 
organization's  prestige  and -stop  the  best  ad- 
vertisement   the    old    body    possesses. 

The  rank  and  file  (which  includes  the  men 
that  will  attend  the  next  national  meeting,  in 
February)  will  defeat  any  proposition  to  take 
away  the  control  of  the  sport  from  a  re- 
spected organization  rich  in  good  men  and 
sentiment,  to  turn  it  over  to  a  lot  of  free- 
booters whose  principal  assets  are  their  gall 
and    newspaper    support.       Take     the     latter 


away  from  them  and  their  pretensions  would 
fall  flat.  In  conclusion,  the  writer  (who  is 
probably  better  qualified  to  discuss  the  mat- 
ter than  some  of  those  who  are  yet  young  in 
the  game)  cannot  refrain  from  giving  much 
credit  to  the  "Chairman  of  N.  C.  A.  control" 
for  really  clever  work,  considering  that  he 
has  had  to  make  bricks  without  straw.  What- 
ever success  the  scheme  has  achieved  is  en- 
tirely due  to  the  aforesaid  chairman's  astute- 
ness, rather  than  to  the  merits  of  the  cause 
he  represents.  The  L.  A.  W.  has  been 
handled  badly,  but  this  shake-up  of  the  past 
year  will  do  it  good.  "An  Old  Un." 

Brooklyn,   Sept.   6. 


NOT  MANY  THERE. 


rew    Onlooliers    to   See    McFarland  Wfn    a    Good 
Race. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  8.— Not  all  the  stars  in 
the  National  Cycling  Association  firmament 
of  sprint  racers  constituted  sufficient  attrac- 
tion to  draw  the  crowd  from  the  free  sights 
on  the  down-town  streets  resulting  from  the 
G.  A.  R.  convention.  Consequently  Wood- 
side  Park  track  held  only  a  small  gathering 
when  the  racers  were  started  in  the  National 
Circuit   meet. 

The  card  was  a  good  one,  and  all  the  crack 
short-distance  men  were  on  hand,  including 
Tom  Cooper.  Earl  Kiser,  F.  A.  McFarland, 
Owen  Kimble,  Arthur  Gardiner,  H.  B.  Free- 
man and  others. 

The  one-third  mile  national  championship 
was  the  feature  of  the  night,  and  was  fiercely 
fought  through  six  heats  including  the  final. 
The  fi.rst  heat  was  somewhat  of  a  loaf,  which, 
however,  was  not  repeated  in  any  of  the  suc- 
ceeding heats.  H.  B.  Freeman,  the  Port- 
land crack,  finally  won  the  final,  with  Kimble 
second   and   Kiser  third. 

The  two-mile  professional  handicap  fur- 
nished the  best  sport  of  the  night,  the  long 
mark  men  capturing  the  places  because  of 
loafing.  This  was  particularly  so  in  the  first 
heat,  when  Williamson,  from  the  240  yard 
mark,  won;  Sims,  at  180  yards,  came  second. 

McFarland,  the  winner  of  the  race,  just 
managed  to  qualify  in  his  heat.  He  finished 
fifth  from  scratch.  ■  There  were  several  ama- 
teur events  on  the  programme. 


What  Walthour  Says. 

Evidently  some  of  those  who  alleged  they 
were  forced  to  leave  L.  A.  W.  racing  because 
of  the  incompetence,  or  worse,  of  the  referees 
and  other  officials,  had  only  jumped  from  the 
frying  pan  to  the  fire,  and  have  fared  no  bet- 
ter in  the  N.  C.  A.  Bob  Walthour  is  an  ex- 
ample of  this,  as  he  writes  home,  complaining 
in  the  Atlanta  papers  that  he  is  getting  the 
worst  of  it  with  the  track  officials.  Walthour 
says  that  in  every  race  where  there  is  any 
possible  chance  to  give  him  the  worst  of  a 
decision  the  judges  never  fail  to  do  it. 


Bleecker  Disqualified. 

H.  E.  Bleecker,  who  won  first  place  and 
time  in  the  recent  big  road  race  on  the  Coney 
Island  Cycle  Path,  has  been  deprived  of  the 
spoils  of  his  victory.  He  entered  himself  as 
a  novice  and  was  given  a  o-minute  handicap. 
His  disqualification  is  on  the  ground  that  his 
entry  was  not  truthful. 
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September  14, 


GOING  rOR  THE  MILE. 


Major     Taylor     Has      His      Mind      Set     on 

Doing     a     Mile     In    Sixty 

Seconds. 

Taylor  wants  that  mile  record  every  way 
possible,  and  to  aid  him  in  getting  it  Birdie 
Hunger  is  now  looking  for  a  suitable  course, 
and  as  soon  as  it  is  secured,  Taylor  will  go 
into  training  for  the  biggest  efifort  of  his  life 
against  time.  Taylor  says  that  he  considers 
it  a  comparatively  easy  task  to  push  a  Sager 
gear  a  mile  within  the  minute. 

"I  shall  not  have  any  locomotives  or  wind- 
breakers  to  aid  me,  either,"  added  the  Major. 
"All  I  want  is  a  good,  straightaway  course, 
one  that  is  level  and  smooth,  and  I  will  guar- 
antee to  make  the  dust  fly  and  to  cover  a  mile 
within  60  seconds  or  close  to  that  time. 

"I  don't  know  when  I  will  take  my  minute 
ride,  nor  do  I  know  where  the  attempt  will 
take  place.  Mr.  Plunger  is  now  in  New  York 
looking  for  the  right  kind  of  a  course.  He 
has  written  me  he  is  negotiating  with  several 
parties  who  believe  they  can  offer  us  what 
we  wish  for  a  course.  I  have  heard  nothing 
definite  from  him." 

"Do  you  consider  a  mile  in  a  minute  within 
the  realm  of  possibility,  behind  motor  pace?" 
Taylor  was  asked. 

"I  most  certainly  do,"  replied  Taylor,  "and 
I  feel  confident  I  am  just  about  the  boy  who 
can  do  it.  Of  course,  I  have  never  ridden  in 
anything  like  that  time,  but  I  have  taken  oc- 
casional sprints  at  a  minute  clip.  When  I 
rode  to  a  new  world's  record  in  Chicago,  I 
went  what  seemed  to  me  a  comparatively  easy 
mile.  I  could  have  gone  seconds  faster  that 
day  if  my  motor  pace  had  been  working  well, 
and  that  was  around  a  circular  track.  Every 
rider  knows  the  big  advantage  offered  by  a 
straightaway  course.  It  is  nearly  a  quarter 
as  fast  again  as  when  a  man  is  tied  up  with 
turns. 

"Sprint  racing  in  the  East,"  said  Taylor, 
talking  over  his  plans,  "is  practically  finished 
for  the  season.  There  will  be  a  few 
more  races  at  country  fairs  and  on  some  of 
the  smaller  tracks,  but  few  meets  of  magni- 
tude. In  the  West  the  cry  is  now  all  for 
paced  races  at  long  distances.  I  have  received 
fully  two  dozen  ofifers  from  Western  tracks 
to  make  matches  against  other  well-known 
riders. 

"All  of  these  offers  I  have  turned  over  to 
my  manager,  Mr.  Alunger,  and  we  are  of  the 
belief  there  will  be  good  money  in  paced  rac- 
ing this  fall.  As  soon  as  we  are  settled  about 
the  time  and  place  for  our  mile  trial  and  that 
attempt  is  out  of  the  way,  I  shall  probably  be- 
gin riding  behind  pace  and  start  West  for  a 
month  or  two  of  continuous  riding.  W^e  can- 
not afford  to  have  too  many  irons  in  the  fire 
at  the  same  time,  and  I  wish  to  settle  this  time 
trial  before  making  any  other  definite  plans." 


WORCESTER  SAUCE. 


Well   Sprinkled    on    the    Story    of  a  Taylor-Cooper 
Match  that  Failed. 

Down  Worcester,  Mass.,  way,  where  they 
claim  a  sort  of  proprietary  interest  in  Major 
Taylor  and  his  doings,  they  are  telling  this 
story  in  the   daily  papers: 

"Last  week  it  looked  much  as  though  the 
Major  would  race  Cooper  for  the  profession- 
al championship  of  the  country.  The  race  fell 


through  because  Cooper  and  his  crowd  did 
not  have  confidence  enough  to  put  up  money 
against  Taylor  'for  a  match  race,  mile  heats, 
best    two    in    three. 

"The  talk  of  a  match  race  between  Cooper 
and  Major  Taylor  grew  out  of  a  constant 
boast  made  by  the  N.  C.  A.  people  that  the 
outlaws  were  riding  faster  than  anything  in 
the  L.  A.  W.  ranks. 

"Finally  Dave  Schafer  and  Tom  Eck  went 
to  Taylor  and  asked  him  if  he  would  be  will- 
ing to  ride  Cooper.  Taylor  gave  his  con- 
sent and  said  nothing  would  please  him  bet- 
ter than  a  race  with  the  man  who  leads  the 
N.  C.  A.  riders  in  point  of  races  won.  For- 
feit money  to  the  extent  of  $1,000  was  raised, 
with  the  understanding  that  the  match  should 
be  arranged  for  anything  up  to  $10,000. 

"When  Eck  went  looking  for  Cooper  and 
the  men  who  are  back  of  him,  Eck  discov- 
ered it  was  all  a  bluff,  and  that  Cooper  did 
not  have  the  courage  to  meet  the  Major  in 
an  out  and  out  race.  Eck's  proposition  was 
that  Taylor  race  Cooper  mile  heats,  best  two 
in  three,  and  that  there  was  $1,000  forfeit 
money  ready  to  be  posted  for  the  race,  and 
that  the  total  stakes  could  be  made  any 
amount  that  would  be  agreeable  to  the  Coop- 
er contingent. 

"The  first  heat  was  to  be  paced,  the  sec- 
ond heat  unpaced,  and  the  style  of  going  in 
the  third  heat,  provided  a  third  heat  was  ne- 
cessary, to  be  determined  by  the  toss  of  a 
coin.  Cooper's  crowd  shut  up  like  jack- 
knives  when  they  saw  people  out  for  busi- 
ness, and  since  Cooper  received  the  proposi- 
tion, which  he  did  not  accept,  they  have  been 
as   quiet   as   lambs." 


MICHEL  THE  MAN. 


He    Gets    the   Verdict  in  Guttenberg's   Fifty -Mile 
Event. 

When  Mr.  Blaurock  is  not  selling  carriages 
or  driving  a  fast  trotter  on  the  driveway,  or 
promoting  cycle  races  at  Manhattan  Beach, 
he  is  ibusy  arranging  for  trotting  races  at 
Guttenberg.  Sunday  he  varied  this  by  in- 
troducing cycle  "races"  on  the  Guttenberg 
track,  which  track  was  almost  in  as  good 
condition  as  a  newly  plowed  field  would  have 
been. 

Considering  this  and  the  utter  impossibility 
of  any  human  being  ploughing  through  such 
a  course  for  100  miles,  the  management 
chopped  the  distance  in  half,  then  twenty- 
two  brave  but  foolish  souls  tempted  Provi- 
dence and  started.  At  the  end,  2  hours,  27 
minutes  and  13  seconds,  Adolph  Michel  was 
first,  John  Jasper  second,  Arthur  Ross,  third. 


GREATEST  KIND  OF  GAME. 


Vailsburg  Still   Plays  the  Part  of  a  Gold  Mine  for 
Its  Owner. 

It  was  a  case  of  telling  the  same  old  story 
over  again  at  Vailsburg  on  Sunday.  The 
people  liked  the  game,  and  proved  it  by 
tlocking  through  the  gates  until  more  than 
3,000  of  them  were  packed  around  the  board 
track,  on  the  board  track  and  outside  the 
board  track — it  was  a  clear  case  of  jam  and 
mismanagement  the  cause  of  it. 

The  feature  which  drew  the  people  was 
a  better  thing  on  paper  than  on  the  boards — 
this  was  a  fifteen  mile  motor  paced  race  be- 
tween  Charley  Miller  and  Joe   Downey.  The 


match  was  a  clear  case  of  sending  a  boy  to  do 
a  man's  work,  with  the  not  unusual  result  of 
the  boy  failing  to  do  what  he  was  sent  to  do. 
At  the  finish  Downey  was  an  "also  ran,"  a 
mile  in  the  rear  of  Miller.  The  famous  firm 
of  "Me  Steve"  got  there  in  its  usual  grab- 
all  fashion,  Stevens  winning  the  half  mile 
and  McFarland  the  five  mile.  Tom  Cooper 
appeared  for  the  first  time  in  the  Sunday 
racing  game,  but  did  not  finish  in  the  money, 
being  content  to  remain  among  the  "and 
others." 


And  the  Grapes  Were  Sour. 

Editor  The  Wheel:  The  following  from 
Mr.  C.  W.  Mears  is  enough  to  make  a  corpse 
laugh.     Listen,   please!     He   says: 

"When  the  L.  A.  W.  drops  racing  it  will 
have  performed  an  amputation  that  is  abso- 
lutely   required   by    the    existing   conditions." 

Everyone  knows  that  the  Cleveland  edi- 
tor's hopes  were  amputated  in  a  racing  way 
when  the  job  of  Racing  Board  Chairman  was 
grafted  onto  Gerlach  of  Chicago.  Since  then 
the  "Gazette"  has  turned  surgeon  and  wields 
a  nasty  knife.  Doctor  Mears  is  funny,  but 
he  is  nothing  more.  L.  V.  S. 


Gibson  Left  McDuffee. 

Haverhill,  Mass.,  Sept.  9. — The  feature  of 
the  races  at  the  local  track  to-day  was  the 
twenty-five  mile  match  race  between  Harry 
Gibson  and  E.  A.  McDuffee,  which  the  form- 
er rider  won.  Although  McDuffee's  pacing 
machine  began  bothering  him  early  and 
played  out  in  the  fifth  mile,  McDuffee  pluck- 
ily  kept  on  and  attempted  to  catch  Gibson's 
pace,  but  failed.  Gibson,  in  the  last  mile, 
established  a  new  mile  track  record  of  Im. 
45  l-5s. 


Dubois  Was  Good. 

Brockton,  Mass.,  Sept.  9. — At  the  cycle 
races  at  the  new  track  this  afternoon  John  R. 
Dubois,  in  a  five-mile,  unpaced  pursuit  race, 
rode  in  world's  record  time,  defeating  Claude 
Hamilton  of  Lowell  in  four  and  a  quarter 
miles.  Dubois  continued  for  a  five-mile 
record,  lowering  the  mark  of  12.12,  made  by 
H.  Clark,  at  Denver,  by  five  seconds.  The 
French  champion,  Albert  Tallandier,  was  in 
the  mile  open,  but  was  pocketed  by  Moran 
and  Ingraham. 


McFarland   Landed  the  Mile. 

Hazleton,  Pa.,  Sept.  9. — The  meet  held  here 
to-day  attracted  a  large  number  of  riders, 
l)ut  the  track  was  in  poor  condition,  and  con- 
sequently fast  time  was  impossible.  The 
feature  of  the  meet  was  the  appearance  of 
Kiser  and  Cooper  in  the  struggle  for  the 
one-mile  national  championship,  which,  how- 
ever, was  won  by  McFarland,  Kiser  coming 
in   third   and   Cooper   fourth. 


Schwalbach's  Annual  Affair. 

Mineola,  L.  I.,  has  a  big  fair  once  a  year. 
For  years  one  day's  bicycle  racing  has  been 
a  feature,  always  under  Alex.  Schwalbach's 
management.  Seven  events,  including  the 
Long  Island  amateur  mile  championship,  will 
be  contested.  McDuffee,  holder  of  the  ac- 
cepted paced  mile  record,  1.28,  will  exhibit 
his  speed  behind  a  motor-cycle.  September 
20  is  the  date. 


1899. 
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Upholding  the  Jobber. 
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EDITOR  The  Wheel:  I  am  glad  to  see  the 
A.  B.  C.  are  not  going  to  attempt  an 
Ignoring  of  the  jobber,  but,  to  the  confary, 
will  endeavor  to  learn  just  what  that  im- 
portant factor  in  the  trade  wants,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, give  it  to  him. 

Do  you  know,  just  between  you  and  me 
and  the  gate-post,  that  the  jobber  is  the  great- 
est promoter  of  diversified  industry  and  the 
sturdiest  foe  to  monopoly  known  to  modern 
trade?  It  is  a  fact  that  is  not  generally  bruit- 
ed about  or  commented  upon  except  by  the 
persons  individually  interested,  but  it  is  recog- 
nized and  acknowledged  by  many  manufac- 
turers in  other  lines  who  have  at  one  time  or 
another  had  to  fight  for  existence  against  the 
efforts  of  some  powerful  competitor  or,  pre- 
ferring to  retain  their  independence  rather 
than  lose  their  identity  in  some  "combine," 
have  been  made  the  target  for  the  united 
missiles  of  its  members. 

The  great  American  sentiment  of  objection 
to  coercion  that  furnishes  the  ready  "I  won't" 
in  answer  to  every  "you  must"  gains  full  ex- 
pression here,  and  few,  indeed,  are  the  at- 
tempts to  fasten  a  fictitious  value  upon  bi- 
cycles or  sundries,  or  to  force  the  jobber  to 
ouy  any  particular  line,  that  find  permanent 
success.  It  is  true  that  the  number  of  com- 
binations increase  from  day  to  day,  but  it  is 
likewise  true  that  their  failures  have  increased 
in  like  ratio,  and  the  only  lasting  successful 
monopolies  have  been  made  by  the  merging 
of  different  concerns  into  one  close  corpora- 
tion and  seeking  to  gain  an  increased  profit 
by  the  saving  in  manufacturing  expenses 
rather  than  in  any  increase  of  price,  which,  by 
the  by,  I  understand  is  the  plan  proposed  by 
the  A.  B.  C. 

If  it  were  not  for  the  jobber — if  the  manu- 
facturer sold  his  wares  direct  to  the  con- 
sumer— there  is  many  a  line  that  would  never 
come  into  general  use  that  is  now  found  in 
cycle  stores  all  over  the  country,  for  the  ex- 
pense of  introducing  them  would  shut  them 
out.  Upon  such  goods  as  were  carried  the 
trade  would  gravitate  to  a  few  popular  brands 
and  it  would  become  impossible  for  a  new 
and  unknown  concern  to  gain  a  foothold 
except  by  years  of  patient  effort. 

There  is  a  great  advantage  in  popularity, 
and  in  some  instances  it  enables  makers  to 
float  upon  the  market  goods  inferior  to  others 
that  are  comparatively  unknown.  Even  as 
it  is,  the  jobber  finds  that  manufacturers 
whose  names  are  best  known  are  occasion- 
ally prone  to  exaggerate  the  commercial  value 
of  their  brands  and  to  sing  a  song  of  "pres- 
tige, price  and  quality,"  rather  than  "qual- 
ity, price  and  prestige,"  which  the  jobber 
holds  to  be  the  proper  order. 

The  trouble  in  this  direction  is  inconsider- 
able, for  there  is  usually  conpetition  enough 
to  keep  such  manufacturers  somewhere  near 
the  mark,  and  jobbers'  brands  put  upon 
equally  good  goods  of  other  manufacturers 
afTord  a  means  of  fighting  prestige  with  pres- 


"•"•"•"•"•"•■• 


••••••"•••••-f- 


tige   w-hen  the  big  maker  proves  entirely  re- 
fractory. 

But  the  jobber  has  most  frequently  to  do 
with  illegitimate  combinations  to  stifle  com- 
petition and  send  prices  skyward  in  defiance 
of  all  economic  conditions,  and  it  is  here  that 
the  wholesale  houses,  acting  independently 
but  in  entire  concert,  show  a  determined  op- 
position, and  sooner  or  later  see  the  combi- 
nations fail.  Iron-clad  agreements,  forfeits 
and  pledges  to  abide  strictly  to  agreed  prices 
■all  yield  in  time,  and  the  dealer  and  rider  get 
the  benefit.  Very  often  a  rumor  of  a  "com- 
bine" will  precede  its  consummation  and  per- 
mit the  jobber  to  place  contracts  at  anti-trust 
prices  that  will  carry  him  and  his  customers 
over  the  brief  period  of  inflation  and  the  trade 
at  large  never  feels  the  effect  of  its  existence. 
As  a  fighter  of  trade  injustice,  commend  me 
to  the  jobber!  A.  L.  S. 


POUOHT  AGAIN. 


Veterans    of    the    G.   A.    R.    Battled    for    Track 
Supremacy. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  events  of  the 
recent  annual  gathering  of  the  G.  A.  R.  in 
Philadelphia  was  the  cycling  championship 
which  is  held  annually  between  the  veterans, 
and  the  old  soldiers  take  great  interest  in  the 
event  which  decides  who  is  the  fastest 
bicycle  rider  in  their  fast  thinning  ranks. 
The  rivalry  for  this  distinction  is  particu- 
larly keen,  and  in  Philadelphia  Colonel  Scott 
W.  Snyder  and  Captain  J.  L.  Smith,  of  Cleve- 
land, met  in  a  ten-mile  race  on  the  track  at 
Tioga.     Colonel   Snyder  came   off  victorious. 

There  was  a  goodly  crowd  of  comrades  and 
many  cyclists  at  the  track  to  witness  the 
races,  which  proved  highly  interesting  and 
furnished  no  end  of  excitement.  The  race 
was  run  pursuit  fashion,  and  the  gaunt  old 
fellows  fought  every  inch  of  the  distance. 
There  was  considerable  betting  on  the  result, 
both  men  having  a  large  following  of  fellow- 
veterans,  who  rooted  and  "war-whooped"  for 
their  favorite.  Captain  Smith  rode  a  re- 
markably plucky  race,  and  made  the  victori- 
ous Colonel  Snyder  exert  every  energy  to 
win  out.  Colonel  Snyder  won  the  race  by 
sixty  yards  in  the  fast  time  of  "27  minutes,  re- 
markable when  the  ages  of  the  contestants 
and  the  fact  that  stiff,  changeable  winds  were 
blowing  all  through  the  race  are  taken  into 
consideration. 


AN  AWFUL  THING. 


Men    in    Racing    Costume    So    Declared    by    a 
Minister. 

Bicycle  road  races  and  their  alleged  viola- 
tions of  the  law  in  regard  to  costume  and 
speed  were  the  subject  of  a  sermon  preached 
in  Scotch  Plains,  N.  J.,  on  Sunday  night  by 
the  Rev.  G.  M.  Shott. 

Mr.  Shott  condemned  the  iniquity  of  the 
town  officials  in  allowing  road  race  contes- 
tants to  appear  in  what  he  described  as  nn  al- 


most nude  condition,  shocking  the  sensibili- 
ties of  all  decent  people  and  compelling  many 
women,  and  men,  too,  to  turn  their  heads 
away  in  shame.  He  called  the  attention  of 
the  town  officials  to  the  violation  of  the  laws 
in  this  respect,  and  intimated  that  proceed- 
ings would  be  taken  against  those  guilty  ot 
dereliction  of  duty. 

He  also  charged  that  the  State  laws  were 
\'iolated  by  the  racers  riding  faster  than  ten 
miles  an  hour  on  the  public  highways,  and 
that  the  crowd  which  attended  the  contest 
nearly  precipitated  a  riot  several  times  by 
dissensions  between  supporters  of  various 
favorites  in  the  contest.  In  closing  he  se- 
verely criticised  church  members  for  being 
lethargic  in  permitting  such  unseemly  affairs, 
and  declared  that  it  was  a  triple  alliance  of 
the  people,  the  town  officials  and  the  church 
members  against  laws  which  explicitly  for- 
bid these  things. 


All  that  Is  Known. 

Some  seem  to  have  the  idea  that  advertis- 
ing is  an  exact  science — that  unless  a  man 
has  studied  it  he  cannot  make  a  success  of  it. 
They  are  wrong.  Advertising  is  not  an 
•exact  science.  All  that  anyone  knows  is 
that  the  experts  make  it  pay — and  that  others 
who  are  a  long  way  from  experts  make  it 
pay,  too.  When  done  in  the  right  way  and 
spirit,  and  placed  in  the  right  mediums,  and 
stuck  to  perseveringly,  it  pays  always.  That 
is  about  all  anyone  knows  about  it.  It  is  so 
far  from  an  exact  science  that  no  man  can 
come  to  another  man  and  show  him  just 
how,  or  where,  or  when  an  ad  will  pay. 
These  are  things  which  each  advertiser  in  the 
cycle  trade  must  find  out  for  himself,  and  the 
finding  out  takes  time  and  is  a  difficult  pro- 
cess. A  man  is  liable  to  get  lost,  but  if  he 
does  he  may  be  sure  that  there  is  a  way  out, 
and  that  if  he  keeps  pedaling  away  he  will 
find  it  sooner  or  later. 


Cranks  and  Their  Plans. 

Years  ago  the  trouble  with  cycle  geniuses 
was  how  to  overcome  the  "dead  centre." 
After  trying  many  devices  to  this  end  they 
finally  came  to  the  conclusion  that  as  long 
as  there  is  a  crank  there  must  necessarily  be 
a  "dead  centre"  in  its  human  propulsion! 
But  inventors  are  not  the  class  to  be  discour- 
aged; they  must  be  up  and  doing,  and  so  hav- 
ing recognized  that  the  abolition  of  the  dead 
centre  is  a  hopeless  job  they  are  trying  to  see 
if  an  adverse  wind  cannot  be  turned  to  good 
account,  hence  the  windmill  attached  to  the 
head  of  the  machine  idea. 


Thick  Soles  Best. 

Riders  will  do  well  to  look  to  their  soles 
and  on  no  account  patronize  the  thin  variety. 
A  thin  understanding  is  often  the  cause  of 
numbness  on  a  long  ride,  and  a  numbness  in 
the  feet  seriously  militates  t'le  chances  of 
comfortable  and  effective  work.  Shoes  with 
thin  soles  are  quickly  eaten  through  by  a  rat- 
trap  pedal,  and  give  one  the  feeling  on  a 
long  ride  as  though  pedaling  on  red-hot 
bars.  A  goodly  sole  is  an  important  factor  in 
the  comfortable  progression  of  the  rider. 


Certainly  Seems  that  Way. 

"Tain'  alius,  de  energy  you  puts  inter  whut 
you  does  dat  counts,"  said  Uncle  Eben. 
"Some  dese  bysickle  riders  what  thinks  dah 
crackerjackums  doesn'  'mind  me  ob  nulTm' 
but  a   skyrocket  p'intcd.  upside   down." 
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ONE    rOREION  OPINION. 


What  the   "Irish   Cyclist"    Has   to   Say   About 
Automatic  -  Coaster    De- 
vices. 

As  long  as  five  years  ago,  when  other  Euro- 
pean cycHng  journals  scoffed  at  the  auto- 
matic coaster  or  free-wheel  idea,  one  of  the 
staff  of  the  "Irish  Cyclist,"  of  Dublin,  gave 
the  Linley  device  a  three-months'  trial  and 
declared  in  favor  of  the  idea.  To-day  the 
English  journals  are  tumbling  over  themselves 
in  praising  what  five  years  ago  they  roasted. 
The  constant  leadership  of  the  "Irish  Cyclist" 
in  the  matter  has  probably  done  more  than 
anything  else  to  encourage  inventors  of  such 
devices  to  advertise  them,  and  the  other  jour- 
nals are — in  view  of  the  advertising — grinding 
out  fulsome  slobber  by  the  yard.  The  always 
practical  "Irish  Cyclist"  takes  exception  to 
this.  Editor  Mecredy  has  previously  pub- 
lished his  own  experience,  viz.,  that,  except 
in  flat  country  the  user  of  a  free-wheel  can 
dispense  with  about  one-third  the  usual 
amount  of  pedaling;  but  he  draws  the  line 
there,  not  at  50  per  cent,  in  the  following 
language: 

"We  think  that  a  lot  of  nonsense  is  being 
formulated  by  the  new  votaries  .of  the  free 
wheel,  which  is  calculated  to  do  more  harm 
than  good.  We  were  amongst  the  first  to 
point  out  the  merits  of  the  device,  and  sev- 
eral years  ago  dealt  with  the  subject  exhaus- 
tively. Since  then  we  have  kept  well  in  touch 
with  all  improvements,  and  in  every  case  have 
let  hard  experience  be  our  guide.  The  arm- 
chair enthusiasts,  however,  are  over-booming 
the  value  of  the  clutch  device,  and  we  alto- 
gether disagree  with  those  prophets  who  state 
that  the  clutch  device  will  become  universal 
in  so  .many  months  or  years.  It  is  not  likely; 
indeed   it   is    scarcely    desirable. 

"Now  be  it  borne  in  mind  we  favor  the  free- 
wheel device,  and  are  certain  it  will  attain  a 
very  considerable  amount  oi  popularity,  and 
that  great  improvements  ma}"-  be  arrived  at  in 
its  application  and  powers.  But  we  must 
point  out  the  drawbacks.  First,  it  is  a  fal- 
lacy to  attach  any  importance  to  the  state- 
ments of  people  who  say  they  have  only  to 
pedal  10  miles  in  every  20  covered.  It  is 
possible,  but  it  is  a  ridiculous  test.  It  will  be 
noticed  no  time  is  ever  mentioned.  We  could 
do  the  same  on  any  cycle  by  letting  the  feet 
dangle  at  every  little  slope.  Very  often,  when 
the  incline  was  gentle  and  the  wind  opposed, 
the  pace  of  the  'coast'  would  be  about  four 
miles  an  hour;  and  very  little  of  this  pace 
goes  a  long  way. 

"If  you  want  to  take  full  advantage  out  of 
a  free  wheel  you  must  be  content  with  an 
average  low  speed.  There  are  days  when, 
indeed,  very  little  free  wheeling  can  be  done, 
and  the  dutch  is  almost  inoperative.  One  of 
ours  has  gone  on  several  club  runs,  and  he 
found  that  he  had  to  pedal  almost  the  whole 
way  if  he  meant  to  keep  up  with  his  com- 
panions. 

"The  club  in  question  use  powerful  brakes, 
and  rush  down  most  hills  at  a  good  pace, 
knowing  they  can  pull  up  with  the  greatest 
readiness.  To  a  good  pedaler  the  feeling  of 
pedaling  at  a  high  speed  down  hill  is  almost 
as  pleasant  as  free  wheeling,  though,  of  course, 
more  heating,  and  we  imagine  the  scorcher 
who  has  sense  to  have  a  good  brake  fitted 
will  not  be  inclined  to  change  for  a  free-wheel 
machine.    Down  moderate  hills  the  free  wheel 


would  be  hopelessly  left  if  the  rider  did  not 
pedal,  and  on  the  gentle  slopes  his  mates  are 
not  inclined  to  sit  up  and  watch  him  drift  on 
at  eight  miles  an  hour. 

■  "At  times  when  the  wind  favors  and  the 
road  has  a  long,  stifiish  incline,  the  free  wheel 
can  more  .than  hold  its  own;  and  undoubtedly 
over  such  roads  the  free  wheeler  may  take 
hills  better  than  the  average  rider.  But  he 
will  be  sadly  mistaken  if  he  imagines  that  he 
can  save  50  per  cent  of  pedaling  over  average 
roads,  unless  he  is  a  crawler  of  the  deadliest 
type.  During  winter,  too,  the  coldness  of 
keeping  the  limbs  stationary  on  long  coasts 
is  appalling. 

"Yes,  free  wheels  have  their  compensating 
disadvantages;  but  it  is  evident  much  good 
fun  can  be  gotten  out  of  them;  for  nervous 
or  elderly  riders  who  cannot  pedal  fast  down 
hill,  for  tourists,  and  for  weak  riders  gener- 
ally, they  will  open  up  new  pleasures  in  cy- 
cling. For  ladies,  too,  they  are  peculiarly 
suitable.  They  enable  low  gears  to  be  used 
without  entailing  fast  pedaling  down  hill,  and 
they  remove  much  of  the  danger  of  skirts 
catching." 


The  IModern  Maud. 

Maud  Muller  jumped  on  her  steely  steed 
For  an  evening  hit  by  the  dusty  mead. 

An  old  drop  frame  of  a  'way  down  gear 
With   a  rattle  the   sleeping   dead  could   hear! 

The  judge  came  pounding  along  behind. 
Out  airing  his  great  judicial  mind. 

He  noted  the  figure  neat  and  trim 
And  graceful  motion  of  hidden  limb. 

And  he  said  to  himself  in  his  grave  delight: 
"Whatsraatter  with  Maudie?     She's  all  right!" 

He  drew  beside  her  and  asked  her  flat 
Why  she  rode  such  an  old  ice  cart  as  that. 

And  she  said  saleslady  could  ill  support 
Such  wheel  as  the  judge  of  the  district  court. 

He  told  her  she  could  on  a  chainless  ride, 
With  a  diamond  frame,  if  she'd  be  his  bride. 

Or  if  she  would  bust  up  his  solo  life 

They  would  tandem  together  as  man  and   wife. 

Maud  bit  at  the  bait  like  a  hungry  trout, 

And   the   old  judge  smiled  as  he   yanked   her  out! 

They  ride  on  a  tandem  now,  of  course, 

'But  Maud  has  to  work  like  a  treadmill  horse! 

For  the  judge  has  learned  how  to  sit  and  shirk 
And  let  his  darling  do  all  the  work. 

He  weighs   two   hundred  and   fifty-one, 
But  the  poor  girl  thinks  it  an  even  ton! 

And  she  often  says  with  a  pain-rent  heart: 
"I  wish  I  was  back  on  my  old  ice  cart! 

"Of  all  true   words  that  I   ever  spake, 

The  truest  are  these:  'He's  a  bloomin'  fake.'  " 


Towards  the  Better. 

It  is  in  evidence  that  the  drift  of  the  trade 
is  away  from  the  cheapest,  or  rather  to  give 
more  value  for  the  small  price.  All  reports 
show  this.  The  cheap  craze  may  and  may 
not  have  run  its  course.  There  will  always 
be  cheap  bicycles,  but,  as  stated,  enterprise 
is  directed  to  giving  more  for  the  money. 
The  improvement  in  this  regard  is  not  seen 
by  the  buyer  always,  nor  even  by  the  dealer, 
but  there  is  improvement.  It  is,  of  course, 
confined  to  narrow  limits,  for  the  margin  on 
cheap  work  is  discouraging.  Necessity 
drives  users  to  put  up  with  cheap  work,  and 
especially  so  when  the  variations  of  quality 
are  not  apparent  to  the  average  buyer. 

Right  here  comes  the  necessity  of  knowl- 
edge on  the  part  of  agent  and  salesman.  A 
well   posted  salesman   can   or  should  be   able 


to  define  the  hair  line  distinctions  between 
inferior  and  fair  or  medium  work.  By  doing 
so,  the  dealer  will  see  the  advantage  of  pay- 
ing more  money,  while  the  customer  can, 
by  the  same  argument,  be  reached  and  made 
to  comprehend  that  true  economy  lies  in  pay- 
ing more  money  for  a  machine.  These  will 
soon  take  shape  under  improving  conditions. 
The  times  are  propitious  for  getting  away 
from  what  is  sometimes  termed  "shyster" 
work.  But  much  depends  on  the  salesman 
and  dealer.  They  should  understand  the  de- 
tails of  construction  and  the  qualities  of  ma- 
terial, and  the  relation  of  shop  economics  to 
cost  of  work.  The  dealers  who  post  them- 
selves the  best,  and  the  salesmen  who  work 
into  the  intricacies  of  cycle  shop  work  most 
thoroughly  .will  be  the  ones  who  will  reap  the 
rewards  that  are  in  store,  for  there  is  a  wid- 
ening demand  for  better  bicycles. 


Tried  the  Otto  Coaster. 

A  Jersey  City  rider,  who  signs  only  his 
initials,  sends  in  a  rather  lengthy  disquisition 
on  the  beauties  of  automatic-coaster  cycling. 
The  real  value  of  his  communication  is  in  the 
fact  that  he  recently  made  a  severe  trial  with 
the  Otto  coaster  and  brake,  recently  intro- 
duced to  the  market  by  the  Stockton  Mfg. 
Co.,  of  Newark,  and  found  the  device  thor- 
oughly reliable.  He  also  affirms  that  it  is 
"the  most  perfect  piece  of  mechanism"  he 
has  ever  examined,  from  which  it  is  inferred 
that  he  is  a  mechanical  expert,  as  well  as  a 
rider  of  ten  years'  experience. 

Riders  have  been  killed  on  the  grade  which 
this  expert  used  in  testing  the  device.  The 
hill  is  a  very  steep  one  down  the  face  of  the 
bluff  at  Fort  Lee,  on  the  Jersey  side  of  the 
Efudson  river,  opposite  upper  New  York. 
The  Jersey  City  expert,  applying  the  Otto 
rear-hub  brake  by  simply  pressing  back  on 
the  pedals,  held  the  machine  to  a  ten-mile 
gait,  and  was  able  to  come  to  a  full  stop  at 
any  time. 

Having  personally  coasted  down  the  grade, 
the  writer  can  certify  that  it  is  steep  enough 
to  amply  test  any  brake.  It  is  very  like  the 
famous  hills  on  the  De  Soto  road,  in  Mis- 
souri. 


Correct  Tandem  Work. 

Despite  the  oft-told  tale  that  the  vogue  of 
the  tandem  was  gone,  there  are  any  number 
of  people  who  to-day  ride  the  two-seated 
machine  and  enjoy  doing  so,  because  they 
understand  how  it  should  be  ridden.  To  get 
at  the  fullest  capacity  of  the  tandem  it  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  that  both  riders  should 
withstand  the  effects  of  riding  equally  well, 
for  if  either  tires  the  machine  drags  so  heavily 
that  the  fresher  rider  is  bound  to  follow  suit 
soon  after,  and  two  fagged-out  riders  on  a 
tandem  are  a  pitiful  sight. 

It  is  not  so  much  that  the  tired  man  puts 
in  too  little  work,  but  rather  because  he  goes 
all  to  pieces  in  his  style,  and  becomes  a  posi- 
tive hindrance  to  his  companion.  Bearing  this 
in  mind,  the  wise  rider  will  have  his  tandem 
geared  moderately,  and  will  so  regulate  the 
journey  thereon  as  to  have  it  well  within  the 
powers  of  the  riders.  If  his  companion  is  a 
weak  rider  he  should  not  attempt  to  get  the 
greatest  possible  work  out  of  him,  but  should 
rather  nurse  his  powers  so  as  to  prevent  him 
getting  tired,  for  when  this  occurs  all  pleasure 
in  the  ride  will  be  gone. 
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NITROGEN  MANIFACTORY. 


M.  d*Arsonval  Says  that  Is  About  All  There  Is  to  a 
Bicycle  Tire  When  You  Come  Right  Down  to  It. 


..4 


You  never  can  tell  in  these  intensely 
scientific  days  what  you  are  going  to 
run  up  against  next.  As  a  proof  of  this  see 
what  strange  results  came  from  the  recent 
investigations  by  M.  d'Arsonval  in  France, 
having  for  their  object  the  determination  of 
the  action  of  various  gases  on  the  rubber  of 
the   tire.     Says   M.    d'Arsonval: 

"It  may  be  asserted  that  the  extraordinary 
development  of  the  bicycle  is  due  chiefly  to 
the  pneumatic  tires,  which  have  lessened  the 
effort  of  traction  and  softened  the  disagree- 
able vibration  of  the  older  machines.  Un- 
fortunately rubber  tires  become  deflated  in 
time  even  when  they  dc  not  lose  their  air 
from  puncture  or  other  accident.  Where  is 
the  cyclist  who  has  not  cursed  his  pneu- 
matic tires?  *  *  *  It  has  been  thought 
that  the  problem  might  be  solved  by  inflating 
the  tires  with  some  other  gas  "than  air,  and 
carbonic  acid  has  been  suggested.  This 
would  also  do  away  with  the  pump,  since  car- 
bonic acid  gas  under  high  pressure  can  be 
obtained  in  commerce.  It  would  suffice  to 
lead  the  gas  directly  into  the  valve  of  the 
tire  to  inflate  it  to  any  desired  degree." 

M.  d'Arsonval,  professor  at  the  College  de 
France,  investigated  the  behavior  of  carbonic 
acid  in  contact  with  rubber,  and  found  that 
bits  of  rubber  tubing  left  in  gaseous  carbonic 
acid  under  a  pressure  of  50  atmospheres  swell, 
sometimes  to  ten  or  twelve  times  their  former 
size,  and  become  gelatinous  and  less  elastic. 
The  gas,  moreover,  passes  very  rapidly 
through  rubber  tires.  M.  d'Arsonval  also  en- 
deavored to  analyze  the  gas  contained  in  or- 
dinary pneumatic  tires  with  this  result: 

"Air  is  pumped  into  these  tires.  We  should 
therefore  find  that  they  contain  air.  Is  this 
so  certain?  We  know  that  oxygen  attacks 
india-rubber;  the  composition  of  the  air  would 
be  modified  by  this  fact,  and,  besides  this, 
mixed  gases  do  not  pass  through  a  porous 
partition  at  the  same  rate.  For  this  reason  the 
air  in  a  pneumatic  tire  must  undergo  a  change 
of  composition.  In  fact,  the  air  that  we  pump 
in  is  air  no  longer  at  the  end  of  a  certain 
length  of  time.  M.  d'Arsonval  says  that  all 
cyclists  agree  that  a  newly  inflated  tire  under 
a  pressure  of  two  to  six  atmospheres,  becomes 
deflated  little  by  little,  even  when  it  shows  no 
loss  when  placed  under  water.  One  cannot 
see  how  the  air  gets  out. 

"We  know  also,  from  the  phenomena  of 
dialysis,  that  when  air  is  filtered  imder  pres- 
sure through  a  very  thin  membrane  of  rub- 
ber, the  oxygen  passes  much  more  quickly 
than  the  nitrogen;  there  is  collected  in  the 
receiver  a  gas  containing  about  40  per  cent 
of  oxygen. 

"We  find  that  this  mysterious  deflation  is 
not  continuous;  it  becomes  slower  as  the  air 
is  pumped  in  again  and  the  pressure  main- 
tained constant.  If  the  gas  in  the  tire  is  ana- 
lyzed at  this  moment,  it  will  be  found  that  it 
is  almost  entirely  deprived  of  its  oxygen.  It  is 
almost  pure  nitrogen.  Thus  we  are  manufac- 
turing nitrogen  merely  by  pumping  up   our 


bicycle  tires.  The  oxygen  is  absorbed  in  part 
by  the  rubber  and  partly  escapes  through  it. 
.'Vs  air  is  a  mixture  of  21  parts  of  oxygen 
and  79  parts  of  nitrogen,  it  follows  that  the 
tire  loses  about  a  fifth  part  of  its  inflation 
more  or  less  quickly,  according  to  the  com- 
position of  the  rubber  used  in  it. 

"It  is  useless  to  seek  to  inflate  pneumatic 
tires  with  carbonic  acid;  it  would  never  suc- 
ceed. With  air,  we  must  expect  a  slow  de- 
flation, whose  duration  will  depend  on  the 
nature  of  the  rubber.  All  cyclists  know  that 
there  are  some  tires  that  'hold  the  air'  and 
others  that  do  not.  On  the  contrary,  it  would 
be  a  good  plan  to  inflate  with  nitrogen,  for 
which  the  rubber  is  only  slightly  permeable. 

"Where  shall  we  get  the  nitrogen?  It  can 
be  very  easily  manufactured  under  pressure. 
Nitrogenized  waters,  that  is,  waters  charged 
with  nitrogen  gas,  as  seltzer  is  charged  with 
carbonic  acid,  are  already  sold.  Before  we 
know  it,  we  shall  be  inflating  our  tires  with 
the  simple  turn  of  a  stopcock. 

"It  would  evidently  be  an  ideal  plan  to  be 
able  to  inflate  directly  with  compressed  gas, 
without  the  use  of  a  pump.  *  *  *  jj  ^^^y 
be  remarked  that  the  nitrogen  is  manufac- 
tured automatically  in  the  interior  of  inflated 
tires,  as  has  been  explained  above.  Conse- 
quently, by  replacing  the  loss  of  oxygen  a 
sufficient  number  of  times  by  the  addition  of 
air,  we  shall  end  by  having  only  nitrogen  in 
our  tires.  And  the  inflation  will  then  be  more 
and  more  permanent,  provided  the  valve  is 
tight. 

"In  short,  never,  if  possible,  let  your  tire  be 
entirely  deflated,  and  it  will  be  slowly  filled 
with  nitrogen  in  a  purer  and  purer  state.  Who 
would  have  thought  that  a  bicycle  tire  is  a 
nitrogen  manufactory?" 


ter,  telling  him  to  hand  the  matter  over  to 
the  leading  attorney  in  town  for  collection,  no 
matter  what  the  cost  would  be. 

"It  wasn't  long  before  I  received  an  answer 
from  the  Postmaster  saying  he  had  followed 
my  instructions  and  handed  the  matter  to  an 
attorney  who  had  succeeded  in  collecting  the 
amount,  but  at  a  considerable  expense.  In 
fact,  the  attorney  had  a  hill  against  me  for 
$25  more  than  he  had  collected,  and  that  he 
(the  Postmaster)  had  paid  it  and  would  look 
to  me  for  the  amount. 

"Here  was  a  situation,  I  hadn't  instructed 
the  Postmaster  to  act  as  my  cashier,  but, 
thinking  that  that  was  the  Western  way 
of  it,  and  not  caring  to  have  the  fool  Post- 
master lose  the  amount,  I  sent  him  a  check, 
and  considered  the  matter  closed. 

"But  the  other  day  I  chanced  to  meet  a 
party  who  formerly  lived  in  the  town,  and  I 
asked  him  if  he  knew  the  party  who  had  beat- 
en me  out  of  a  bill  of  goods.  He  said  he 
did.  He  was  a  general  utility  man  for  the 
whole  neighborhood.  Ran  a  general  store, 
kept  the  Post  Office,  and,  when  he  could  get 
nothing  else  to  do,  took  what  business  he 
could  get  as  a  lawyer.  He  added  that  he  ap- 
peared to  be  making  money,  but  it  was  a 
mystery   to   everyone   how   he   managed   it. 

"But  it  was  no  mystery  to  me.  I  had  seen 
a  great  light.  He  has  an  endless  chain  ar- 
rangement that  will  make  him  a  fortune  if 
someone  doesn't  get  mad  and  go  out  there 
and  kill  him." 


WHITES  ANOTHER   SEASON. 


HOW  HE   WORKED  IT. 


Referred  to  Himself,   Then    Sued   Himself  for  the 
Debt. 

"I  suppose  we  all  get  caught  at  times,"  re- 
marked a  well-known  man  in  the  trade  at  the 
Waldorf  the  other  evening,  "but  I  have  had 
an  experience  that  was  particularly  mortify- 
ing to  one  who  has  been  in  business  for  forty 
years. 

"I  received  some  time  ago  a  letter  from  a 
party  living  in  a  little  town  in  the  West  who 
wanted  a  small  bill  of  goods. 

"Not  finding  his  name  in  either  Dun's  or 
Bradstreet's,  I  wrote  the  Postmaster  for  the 
man's  standing.  I  received  a  very  flattering 
letter  in  return,  saying  that  the  party  I  in- 
quired about  was  one  of  the  town's  solid  citi- 
zens and  good   for  any  amount. 

"This  allayed  any  suspicion  that  I  had  and 
I  forwarded  the  machines  ordered. 

"I  sent  three  bills  before  I  received  an  ans- 
wer, and  then  it  was  not  satisfactory.  I  al- 
lowed the  matter  to  run  for  some  time,  and 
at  last,  getting  a  saucy  answer  in  reply  to  a 
letter  of  mine  asking  for  a  settlement,  I  lost 
my  temper  and  wrote  the  Postmaster  a  let- 


This  Well-known    Machine   to   Be    on    the    Market 

as  Usual. 

The  White  bicycle,  the  well-known  product 
of  the  White  Sewing  Machine  Co.,  Cleve- 
land, will  positively  be  on  the  market  an- 
other season,  but  it  will  not  be  built  in  the 
White  factory  in  Cleveland,  and  the  chances 
are  that  it  will  be  produced  in  some  other 
city.  This  settles  the  report  current  in 
Cleveland  that  the  White  would  not  be  built 
another  year.  The  pedal  business  of  the 
v/ell-known  Cleveland  concern  has  been 
transferred  to  the  American  Bicycle  Co., 
along  with  the  bicycle  business,  but  this,  too, 
will  go  to  another  factory,  and  will  be  mail- 
aged  by  other  hands;  the  Whites  having 
withdrawn  wholly  from  the  game.  The  pedal 
machinery  is  being  transferred  to  the 
stampings  plant  of  the  Cleveland  Machine 
Screw  Co.,  and  the  business  will  be  managed 
together  with  the  ball  and  stampings  pro- 
ducts of  that  company  by  William  Colt, 
who  has  been  with  the  Cleveland  Machine 
Screw  Co.  and  the  A.  L.  Moore  Co.  for  years. 


Whipple  Has  a  Two-Speeder. 

A.  L.  Whipple,  of  Lisbon,  N.  D.,  the  in- 
ventor and  recent  patentee  of  an  improve- 
ment in  cycle  gearing,  has  had  one  of  his 
improved  machines  constructed,  and  the 
wheel  is  being  severely  tested,  it  is  said,  with 
remarkably  good  results.  The  new  design  is 
a  variable  gear,  by  means  of  which  any  wheel 
can  be  geared  up  or  down  without  any  par- 
ticular effort,  and  while  the  wheel  is  in  mo- 
tion, without  dismounting.  There  are  two 
chains,  one  on  each  side,  one  geared  at,  say, 
03,  and  the  other  at  56,  and  two  sprocket 
wheels  to  each  chain,  with  a  device,  regu- 
lated by  a  spring  lever  terminating  directly 
luider  the  seat,  to  govern  rate  of  speed  or 
throw  the  wheel  entirely  out  of  gear. 
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LIKED  THE  LOCOMOBILE. 


And    Because   They  Did    the    Salesman    Found 
Ready    Customers    in    Cleve- 
land. 

Cleveland,  Sept.  9. — The  automobile  trav- 
eling salesman  is  a  scarce  article  these 
days,  and  judging  from  the  progress,  or 
rather  lack  of  progress,  which  is  being  made 
by  some  of  the  concerns  in  the  business,  it 
will  be  some  time  before  these  missionaries 
will  make  their  appearance  in  the  cities  and 
towns  begging  people  to  take  an  agency  for 
this  or  that  particular  vehicle.  However, 
Cleveland  was  treated  to  a  visit  from  one  of 
the  new  variety  last  week  in  the  person  of 
Kenneth  M.  Baker,  who  represents  the  Lo- 
comobile Company  of  America,  the  head- 
quarters of  which  concern  is  in  Newton, 
Mass.  Mr.  Baker  had  with  him  a  sample  of 
the  company's  Stanley  steam  carriage,  and  it 
didn't  take  him  five  minutes  to  convince  the 
Cleveland  Automobile  Supply  Co.,  a  newly 
organized  concern,  that  this  was  exactly  what 
they  wanted. 

The  Stanley  vehicle  has  become  noted  in 
the  East  for  speed  and  ease  of  operation,  and 
especially  so  for  its  hill  climbing  abilities. 
In  fact,  it  seems  to  be  a  record  breaker  in  this 
line,  as  was  demonstrated  last  week  by  the 
identical  carriage  shown  in  this  city,  with 
two  heavy  passengers  aboard  making  the  as- 
cent of  Mt.  Washington,  N.  H.,  in  two  hours 
and  ten  minutes  without  a  falter  or  a  wrench 
to  machinery.  The  ease  with  which  it  has 
negotiated  some  of  the  steep  grades  in  this 
vicinity  has  astonished  the  advocates  of  other 
types  of  vehicles  which  have  a  weakness  in 
this  particular  quality. 

The  Cleveland  Automobile  Supply  Co.  are 
the  concern  mentioned  in  a  recent  issue  of 
this  paper,  which  is  here  preparing  to  con- 
duct a  clubhouse  and  automobile  repository 
in  the  old  Cleveland  Athletic  Club  house  on 
Euclid  Avenue.  Their  original  plans  have 
been  changed  somewhat,  and  instead  of 
building  electric  vehicles,  they  will  handle  a 
number  of  varieties.  The  Stanley  is  their 
first  acquisition.  Their  new  establishment  is 
rapidly  getting  into  ship-shape,  and  it  pro^m- 
ises  to  be  a  model  of  its  kind.  From  the  in- 
terest being  displayed  by  the  society  people 
of  the  city  it  seems  probable  that  the  club 
feature  will  find  plenty  of  members  and  pat- 
rons as  soon  as  they  are  ready  for  them. 


THE  BEGINNING. 


First    Attempt     to     Fight    Car     Lines     with 
Automobiles. 

Cleveland,  Sept.  9. — The  recent  street  rail- 
way strike  and  the  boycott  which  still  contin- 
ues practically  as  strong  as  ever  in  certain 
parts  of  the  city  has  prompted  a  venture 
which  will  be  of  interest  to  motor-carriage 
builders.  A  number  of  local  labor  leaders 
with  capital  have  organized  the  Twentieth 
Century  Automobile  Co.  with  a  capital  of 
.1;10,000  to  operate  automobile  busses  paral- 
leling the  boycotted  street  railways,  and 
operating  in  conjunction  with  the  present  old 
style  busses. 

The  first  buss  has  been  delivered  and  has 
attracted  great  attention  on  the  streets.  It  is 
twenty  feet  long  and  over  six  wide,  with 
seats  for  thirty-two  passengers  and  standing 
room    for   about   twenty   more.     The    furnish- 


ings are  as  fine  as  any  street  car,  with  vesti- 
bules and  heating  apparatus  for  winter  use. 

Former  employes  of  the  car  lines  are  to 
be  employed,  hence  the  busses  will  have  the 
support  of  all  who  favor  union  labor.  The 
propelling  power  is  a  gasoline  engine  and 
the  buss  already  delivered  has  shown  a  very 
creditable  speed.  On  account  of  the  limited 
capacity  of  the  factory  which  is  building 
them,  the  deliveries  will  be  slow,  but  the 
company  is  open  to  propositions  from  other 
concerns   in  the   business. 

All  in  One  Piece. 

For  clever  stamping  the  one-piece  head 
shown  here  is  a  most  excellent  example.  To 
the  ingenuity  of  the  Worcester  Ferrule  Mfg. 
Co.,  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  is  the  subject  of  il- 
lustration due.  The  company  can  supply 
these  heads  for  men's  wheels  in  any  length 
from  4  inches  to  9i  inches  and  any  angle  from 
110  to  115J  degrees,  to  fit  IJ  or  1^  inch,  20  or 
"22  gauge  tubing. 

Heads  for  women's  wheels  can  be  furnished 
in  any  length  from  5  inches  to  9J-  inches,  with 
an   angle   of  48  degrees   at  the  top,  to   fit   1^ 


inch,  20  or  22  gauge  tubing,  and  at  the  bot- 
tom any  angle  from  110  to  115^  degrees,  to 
fit  either  1^  to  1^  inch,  20  or  22  gauge  tubing. 
No  reinforcement  is  necessary  in  these  heads, 
which  are  tested,  even  to  the  brazing  in  them. 


Very  Clever  Idea. 

The  Bundy  Lamp  Co.  is  to  use  a  Locomo- 
bile for  advertising  purposes,  they  having 
received  an  order  for  500  of  their  lamps  to  be 
used  on  the  wagons  sent  out  by  the  company. 
The  Bundy  Company  will  equip  its  wagon 
with  lights  and  then  send  it  on  a  tour  to  the 
leading  cities  of  the  United  States  with  an 
expert.  The  wagon  will  be  placed  in  oper- 
ation for  a  few  days  in  the  fire  department  of 
each  city  for  the  use  of  the  department  chiefs. 
The  experts  will  respond  to  alarms  and  give 
a  practical  demonstration  of  the  Bundy  lamp 
used  in  fire  departments  and  show  its  great 
value  when   used  in  dense  smoke. 


Money  in  Motors. 

Boston,  Sept.  11. — The  boom  is  coming 
closer  and  closer  each  day.  Take  the  local 
company  as  a  sample.  Since  July  1  the  New 
England  Electric  Vehicle  Co.  has  had  in 
operation    at   Newport   thirty   open     vehicles, 


which  have  been  leased  for  $150  each  per 
month.  These  vehicles  have  for  the  past  two 
months  contributed  earnings  of  $9,000.  The 
company  has  had  five  cabs  in  operation  in 
the  city  of  Boston  since  May,  and  from  May 
15  to  Aug.  28  they  carried  1,820  passengers; 
have  traveled  5,60'5|  miles,  each  cab  an  aver- 
age of  14.91  miles  per  day,  and  earning  on  an 
average  $10  per  day  per  cab.  This  earning 
capacity,  per  cab,  should  not  be  so  large 
with  100  or  more  cabs  in  commission. 


"POINT"  AND  "GAUGE." 


Terms    that    Puzzle   the   Outsider    When    Talking 
Tubes. 

More  or  less  confusion  usually  attends  the 
efforts  of  the  layman  to  get  acquainted  with 
the  technical  terms  of  the  tube  trade.  Many 
seem  determined  to  confound  "gauge"  with 
"diameter,"  the  first  term  referring  to  the 
thickness  of  the  shell  of  the  tube  and  the 
second  to  its  size  in  cross-section.  Numbers 
denoting  diameter  in  inches  or  fractions  in- 
crease, of  course,  as  the  tube  grows  larger, 
but  numbers  denoting  gauge  increase  as  the 
material  of  the  tube  grows  thinner,  and  it 
is  often  difficult  to  get  the  average  unin- 
structed  person  to  understand  that  tubing  of 
No.  20  gauge,  for  instance,  is  thinner  and 
lighter  than  tubing  of  No.  18  gauge. 

In  many  unmechanical  minds  there  also 
appears  to  be  a  great  deal  of  doubt  as  to  the 
exact  significance  of  the  term  "fifty  carbon" 
as  applied  to  steel  tubing.  It  may  be  of  in- 
terest to  this  class  to  know  that  steel  thus  de- 
scribed contains  J  of  1  per  cent  of  carbon  by 
weight.  Expressed  decimally,  this  would  be 
.50  per  cent.,  not  50  per  cent.,  as  many  per- 
sons who  overlook  the  decimal  imagine. 
Colloquially,  among  users  of  steel,  1  per  cent 
of  carbon  is  described  as  one  hundred  points, 
so  that  the  term  "fifty  carbon"  is  really  an 
abbreviation  of  "fifty  point  carbon"  or  steel 
containing  fifty  points  of  carbon.  It  will  be 
seen,  therefore,  that  the  value  of  a  "point" 
is  one  hundredth  of  one  per  cent  of  the  total 
weight  of  the  steel. 


More  Glory  for  the  Pierce. 

Through  the  merits  of  their  wheel  and  the 
good  work  of  their  New  York  representa- 
tives, the  makers  of  the  Pierce  wheel  have  a 
most  enviable  standing  in  the  metropolitan 
district.  Last  week  The  Wheel  mentioned 
the  great  number  of  Pierce  machines  ridden 
hereabouts,  and  the  fact  that  a  Pierce  rider 
won  the  big  Coney  Island  Cycle  Path  road 
race.  Last  Saturday  the  N.  C.  A.  one-mile 
championship  was  won  on  a  Pierce,  by 
Kramer,  who,  besides  winning  the  mile,  also 
annexed  the  quarter-mile  championship  and 
the  five-mile  championship,  and  ran  second  in 
the  half-mile  championship,  so  that  it  was  a 
sort  of  Pierce-Kramer  day  throughout. 


Their  First  Annual. 

At  White  Plains,  N.  Y.,  next  Saturday, 
the  White  Plains  Wheelmen  will  hold  their 
first  annual  race  meet.  There  will  be  five 
regular  events,  a  motor  race,  a  pursuit  race 
and  a  match  race.  About  150  riders  are  ex- 
pected to  compete. 


When  the  Test  Came. 

We  were  scorching  up  the  asphalt,  "I'll  be 
true  to  you,"  she  said;  but  when  the  copper 
stopped  me,  ah!  most  shamelessly  she  fled! 
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A.  B.  C.  COMMITTEES  ON  SALES  TO 

JOBBERS  AND  DEALERS  STILL  AT  WORK. 


THEY  DID  NOT  REPORT  TO  YESTERDAY'S  MEETING  OF  DIRECT- 
ORS AND  WILL  NOT  FINISH  FOR  SOME  DAYS —  SUBORDI- 
NATES DOING  THE  WORK  —  SCARCELY  ANY  CHANGE  OF 
POLICY  POSSIBLE— MANUFACTURERS  GET  THEIR  RECEIPTS 
TO-DAY— OTHER   NEWS. 


A  MEETING  of  A.  B.  C.  directors  was 
held  yesterday. 

To-day's  receipts,  in  lieu  of  cash  and  stock, 
v/ill  be  handed  to  the  manufacturers  in  ex- 
change for  bills  of  sale  for  their  properties, 
with  the  understanding  that  the  actual  cash 
and  stock  are  to  be  delivered  October  31,  if 
possible.  It  is  known  that  one  manufacturer 
objects  to  the  "if,"  and  if  he  does  not  change 
his  mind  will  leave  his  papers  in  escrow  with 
the  United  States  Mortgage  &  Trust  Co. 
until  October  31,  instead  of  taking  a  receipt 
for  them  to-day  from  the  A.  B.  C.  If  stock 
and  cash  are  forthcoming  October  31  he  will 
ti'rn  over  his  properties.  If  not,  he  will  call 
the  matter  off.  It  is  understood  that  his 
lawyer  has  been  telegraphed  for,  to  watch  the 
matter.  It  is  believed  that  this  instance  oi 
discontent  is  simply  one  of  a  series,  and  that 
President  Spalding's  diplomacy  will  settle  it 
amicably.  Meantime,  however,  the  manufac- 
turer in  question  is  said  to  be  determined  to 
waste  no  more  time  in  preparing  for  next 
season's  business. 

It  there  is  any  difficulty  about  raising  the 
cash  by  October  31,  apparently  it  will  be  due 
to  the  tightness  of  money.  As  most  of  the 
big  manufacturers  have  agreed  to  take  bonds 
instead  of  cash,  it  should  only  be  necessary 
to  raise  a  comparatively  small  sum,  and  the 
sale  of  debentures  between  now  and  October 
31  should  easily  raise  the  required  sum.  Any 
delay  beyond  October  31  would  certainly 
cause  discontent  and  would  not  benefit'  the 
company  nor  its  securities. 

What  the  trade  generally  wants  to  know  is 
the  nature  of  the  recommendations  which  will 
be  made  by  the  Committee  on  Sales  generally 
and  the  Committee  on  Sales  to  Jobbers. 
Neither  committee  has  finished  its  work,  and 
neither  is  likely  to  do  so  for  several  days. 

There  are  many  reasons  for  believing  that 
the  Committee  on  Sales  will  not  recommend 
any  radical  changes.  Indeed,  it  would  seem 
impossible  to  do  so.     Mr.  Gormully,  who  is 


one  of  the  committee,  has  already  declared 
the  1900  G.  &  J.  policy.  So  have  others. 
Each  of  the  committeemen  has  an  assistant. 
These  assistants  have  been  securing  from  va- 
rious manufacturers  details  concerning  their 
methods  of  selling.  This  data  is  being  com- 
piled. The  compilation  will  enable  the  com- 
inittee,  Messrs.  Coleman,  Gormully  and  J.  W. 
Spalding,  to  decide  upon  some  available  gen- 
eral plan. 

Messrs.  Coleman  and  Gormully  have  been 
out  of  town.  Mr.  Coleman's  return  was  ex- 
pected yesterday.  Mr.  Gormully  is  in  the 
Adirondacks,  to  remain  several  days  more. 

The  Wheel  has  already  printed  the  names 
of  the  committeemen.  Each  of  them,  except 
Ml.  Carter,  of  the  Geneva  Cycle  Co.,  has  an 
alternate  or  assistant.  On  the  sales  commit- 
tee,   Mr.    Coleman    is    assisted    by    Theodore 

F.  Merseles,  his  right-hand  man  in  the  New 
York  office  of  the  Western  Wheel  Works.  A. 
E.  Schaaf,  formerly  Boston  manager  for  the 

G.  &  J.  Company,  serves  Mr.  Gormully,  and 
A.  B.  Barkman,  an  old  Spalding  man,  assists 
J.  W.  Spalding.  On  the  jobbers'  committee 
Mr.  Crawford's  aide  is  J.  R.  Van  Mater,  su- 
perintendent of  agencies,  from  the  main  office 
ill  Hagerstown.  J.  C.  Matlack,  Eastern  man- 
ager for  A.  Featherstone,  represents  A.  D. 
Meiselbach. 

It  is  said  that  jobbers  are  in  receipt  of  cir- 
cular letters  from  the  jobbers'  committee, 
asking  for  particulars  as  to  wheels  bought 
heretofore,  prices  paid,  etc.,  and  that  in  some 
cases  the  inquiries  are  not  favorably  received. 
Undoubtedly,  however,  the  purpose  of  the 
committee  has  been  correctly  understood  by 
the  majority  of  jobbers. 

There  has  been  much  speculation  as  to  the 
general  sales  plan  which  will  be  adopted.  One 
of  the  plans  suggested  was  to  retrench  to  the 
extreme — have  only  one  traveler  for  each 
route  to  be  covered;  the  one  traveler  to  repre- 
sent not  one  but  all  the  A.  B.  C.  lines,  and  to 


endeavor  to  do  the  work  of  as  many  travelers 
as  he  might  have  lines.  Colonel  Pope  is  cred- 
ibly reported  to  have  emphatically  denounced 
such  a  radical  measure.  "Every  brand,  every 
concern,  must  stand  on  its  own  bottom,"  is 
known  to  be  his   argument. 

Manager  of  Sales  Pope  has  been  asked  and 
has  given  advice,  amounting  to  instruction, 
concerning  the  matter  of  advertising,  and  from 
his  attitude  in  that  matter  it  is  evident  that 
an  unchanged  but  foot-free  policy  is  to  be 
pursued  by  each  concern. 

It  is  positively  known  that  the  explanation 
as  to  why  certain  positions  have  been  given 
to  certain  persons  is  that  the  gifts  have  been 
"part  of  the  purchase  price."  It  is  said  that 
the  placing  of  the  foreign  department  in  Harry 
Lozier's  hands  was  due  to  stipulation,  as  well 
as  to  the  unquestionable  merit  of  the  man. 
It  is  further  said  that  Mr.  Lozier's  duties  will 
be,  or  have  been,  absorbed  by  the  general  sales 
committee,  and  that  his  father  seconded  a 
motion  to  that  effect,  in  the  interests  of  re- 
trenchment. 

Last  week  it  was  reported  from  Kenosha 
that  the  A.  B.  C.  had  secured  an  option  on 
the  property  of  the  Charles  H.  Sieg  Mfg. 
Co.,  the  price  asked  being  $240,000.  Mr. 
Sieg  wires:  "Nothing  in  the  report,  to  my 
knowledge." 

In  connection  with  the  Sieg  rumor,  it  is 
well  known  that  Morgan  &  Wright  are  heav- 
ily interested  in  the  Sieg  plant.  It  has  been 
stated — and  denied — that  the  plant  would  be 
operated  against  the  A.  B.  C.  It  is  certain 
that  some  new  plan  of  operation  has  been 
considered,  and  that  some  sort  of  boom  was 
involved  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  Frank 
T.  Fowler  has  been  consulted.  The  latest  in 
the  matter  is  that  the  Flint  influence  will  be 
used  to  induce  the  A.  B.  C.  to  acquire  the 
Sieg  plant.  The  logic  of  this  assertion  is  not 
apparent. 

From  Chicago  comes  the  theory  that  Mr. 
Flint  is  aiding  and  abetting  the  "second  con- 
solidation" plan  upon  which  Mr.  McMulIen 
is  working,  with  a  view  to  a  favorable  tire 
airangement  with  that  set  of  cycle  makers, 
whether  the  Rubber  Goods  Co.  is  satisfac- 
torily treated  by  the  A.  B.  C.  or  not. 


New  Company  in  Cleveland. 

The  Twentieth  Century  Automobile  Co., 
Cleveland,  has  been  incorporated  with  a  cap- 
ital of  $10,000.  Incorporators,  M.  Zeman,  T. 
Woefel,  S.  B.  Melzer,  J.  Volk,  all  of  Cleve- 
land. 
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One  day,  as  I  was  going  by— 

—MILTON. 
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THERE  is  no  disposition  to  think  or  believe 
anj-thing  derogatory  to  the  interest-earn- 
ing probabilities  of  the  A.  B.  C.  stock,  and 
even  the  comparatively  small  stockholders  are 
strongly  inclined  to  keep  their  holdings.  One 
of  the  larger  frogs  in  the  pool  has  approached 
some  of  the  smaller  fellows  and  offered  to 
buy  them  out  at  considerable  advances  over 
the  supposed  present  value  of  their  stock. 
This  has  not  been  done,  apparently,  to  merely 
boom  the  stock.  The  manner  of  the  would- 
be  absorber  has  been  quiet  and  sincere,  and 
he  has  not  approached  all  and  sundry. 
*     *     * 

There  has  been  some  feeling  among  what 
may  be  called  the  younger  leaders  who  have 
become  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  A.  B.  C, 
because  their  names  are  not  in  the  directorate. 
Some  have  asked  why  the  charter  members 
availed  themselves  of  the  right  to  select  direc- 
tors for  the  first  year,  instead  of  permitting 
the  rank  and  file  to  do  it.  It  was  at  first 
thoughtlessly  suggested  that  the  "big"  men 
had  elected  themselves,  would  run  things  to 
suit  themselves,  and  would  in  time  freeze  out 
the  others.  All  of  which  has  a  large  percent- 
age of  envious  buncombe.  In  the  first  place, 
expediency  demanded  quick  organization. 
More  than  that,  while  one  or  two  of  the  rank 
and  file  will  hold  more  stock  than  some  of  the 
directors,  the  well-known  names  in  the  direc- 
torate will  have  strong  dnancial  and  stock- 
market  influence.  Again,  the  older  men  can 
serve  better  as  directors,  the  younger  men  as 
workers.  Finally,  whatever  the  individual 
desires  of  directors  might  be  in  the  way  of 
freezing  out  others,  the  directors  and  all  con- 
cerned have  a  common  interest.  They  will  all 
naturally  work  to  enhance  the  value  of  the 
stock. 


One  manufacturer  who  has  sold  his  plant 
and  his  services  to  the  A.  B.  C,  and  whose 
friendly  relations  with  certain  employes  have 
always  been  a  systematic  feature  of  his  suc- 
cess, will  present  those  employes  with  a  por- 
tion of  the  stock  which  he  will  receive.  The 
total  value  of  the  gift  will  be  more  than 
$15,0nO  and  less  than  $25,000.  Stating  the 
exact  amount  might  displease  the  benefactor, 
whose  action  is  partly  influenced  by  the  pos- 
sibility that  the  requirements  of  consolidation- 
economy  may  deprive  some  of  his  faithful 
workers  of  their  positions.  How  many  man- 
ufacturers will  follow  his  example? 
*     *     * 

Ever  visit  a  dog  show?  One  of  the  features 
is  a  saw-dusted  enclosure  in  which  the  dogs 
are  exercised.  Watch  that  enclosure  and  you 
v;ill  see  almost  as  many  phases  of  dog-charac- 
ter as  you  will  dogs.  There  are  points  of 
similarity  between  a  dog  show  and  a  man 
show.  Throw  together  a  lot  of  men — each 
of  them,  in  his  own  opinion  and  bailiwick, 
more  or  less  of  a  leader,  and  then  watch  'em. 
Watch  the  more-or-lessness  develop.  Notice 
how  this  man  plans,  how  another  amends,  how 
still   another   rejects   and   supplants.     See  the 


noble,  the  hard,  the  mushy,  the  crafty,  the 
marplot,  the  toady  instincts  come  out.  All 
suavity,  veneer,  at  first — and  at  last  natural- 
ism, a  kind  of  common  understanding,  a  sort  of 
come-off-the-perchness.  Between  the  begin- 
ning and  the  ending,  more  serious,  serio- 
comic and  downright  clownish  and  craven 
characteristics  than  there  are  shades  to  the 
colorings   of  the  rainbow.     And  the  worst  of 

it  all  is  toadyism. 

*  *     * 

Speaking  of  man  shows,  an  invariable  fea- 
ture of  a  certain  class  of  them  is  a  serio-comic 
exhibition  of  individual  desire  to  push  to  the 
front.  Repose  and  reserve  are  in  the  back- 
ground. In  the  front  row,  and  'round  about 
the  throne,  are  officiousness  and  a  great  dis- 
play of  real  or  assumed  ability.  Among  the 
strugglers  there  is  great  rivalry  to  spout  ideas 
— original  or  acquired  from  others  rich  in  ab- 
solute knowledge,  but  less  gifted  in  the  art  of 
personal  display.  Still,  display  is  only  an- 
other word  for  exposition.  A  good  expositor 
will  reveal  other  men's  good  ideas  as  well  as 
his  own.     And  in  many  instances  he  is  a  real 

leader. 

*  *     * 

It  is  said  that  one  of  the  more  successful 
factory  managers,  who  has  been  of  marked 
value  in  the  acquirement  of  profitable  fame 
by  his  employers,  does  not  particularly  care 
to  continue  in  service  under  A.  B.  C.  control. 
This  man  has  invented  several  improvements 
essential  in  bicycle  construction,  and  has  al- 
ways quietly  insisted  that  while  his  services 
as  superintendent  belonged  entirely  to  his 
employers,  they  'had  no  rightful  claim  to  the 
permanent  monopoly  of  his  inventions.  Let- 
ters patent  have  therefore  invariably  stood  in 
his  name,  without  assignment.  This  precau- 
tion, and  the  assertion  of  his  strength  at  the 
critical  moment  in  negotiations  with  the  A.  B. 
C,  resulted  very  favorably  to  him  pecuniarily, 
and  he  is  now  thinking  of  withdrawing  from 
the  routine  cares  of  a  superintendent  and  de- 
voting his  time  to  the  pleasures  of  an  inventive 
student,  or  rather  studious  and  practical  in- 
ventor, and  to  collecting  royalties.  This  de- 
scription probably  fits  several  cases,  and  all 
concerned  are  assured  that  the  identity  of  the 
particular  man  in  mind  will  not  be  disclosed, 
privately  or  otherwise. 

*  *     * 

Our  old  friend  "Somebody"  says  that  one 
of  the  men  who  are  to-day  most  prominent  in 
the  trade  owes  his  real  start  to  the  winning 
of  $15,000  by  investing  i$l  in  the  Louisiana 
lottery.  The  writer  dissents  from  this  view. 
The  lottery  route  to  wealth  is  discredited  by 
thousands  of  lottery  routes  to  ruin.  Admit- 
ting that  the  man  in  question  may  have  amas- 
sed $15,000  as  stated,  he  must  have  had — as  a 
matter  of  fact  did  have — the  inherent  quali- 
ties of  success  before  he  took  the  lottery 
flier.  His  career  in  the  cycle  trade  has  been 
one  of  noteworthy  keenness.  His  organiz- 
ing and  administrative  abilities  have  been  re- 
markable.    And  he  has  been  anything  but  a 


gambler.    The  gambler's  gambols  in  the  sweet 
clover  of  prosperity  are  usually  brief. 

*  *     * 

"Now,  ah — yes,  I  could  say  something  about 
that,  but  you  know  the  importance  of  having 
this  thing  straight  if  it  gets  into  print  at  all. 
I,  ah — who  told  you  I  knew  anything  about 
it?  I  am  very  much  afraid,  that  is — I  say, 
just  come  over  into  this  corner — no,  into  that 
one,  and  I  will  see — now,  you  stand  in  front 
of  me,  so  that,  ah — by  Jove,  I  don't  know 
about  this.  I'm  afraid  if  I  do  tell  you  about 
this  you  will  mention  my  name  in  connection 
with  it,  and  I  don't  want  to  be  quoted." 

Exaggerated,  of  course,  but  in  its  exaggera- 
tion it  correctly  cartoons  one  of  several  kinds 
of  wrigglers  encountered  by  the  journalistic 
interviewer.  True  in  the  cycle  trade  and  out 
of  it.  About  one  man  in  ten  hundred  recog- 
nizes the  truth  that  reposing  confidence  in  a 
properly  accredited  newsgatherer,  and  rely- 
ing upon  'his  integrity  and  intelligence,  is 
much  better  than  trying  to  repress  the  tide 
of  public  curiosity  or  resorting  to  circumlo- 
cution and  ambiguity. 

*  *       4i 

There  are  several  ways  of  assassinating  the 
truth.  There  is  at  least  one  way  of  fooling 
a  chartered  accountant  or  appraiser.  Sup- 
pose Bill  Jones  &  Co.  want  to  sell  out  to 
a  trust — combine — amalgamation — consolida- 
tion— anything  you  please  to  call  it.  Suppose, 
as  a  disagreeable  offset  to  their  ardent  desire, 
they  have  'been  losing  money  in  their  busi- 
ness. Doleful  outlook  for  Bill  Jones  &  Co. 
But  there  is  a  way.  If  they  can  secure  the  co- 
operation of  their  banker,  that  will  be  much. 
If  they  can  by  hocus  pocus  prevent  several  es- 
sential liabilities  from  showing  on  their  books, 
perhaps  the  actual  loss  can  be  displaced  by  an 

apparent  profit. 

*  *     * 

Let  us  follow  up  the  possibilities  of  this 
plan.  The  banker,  it  happens,  has  a  much 
heavier  interest  in  the  success  of  the  concern 
than,  in  the  fierce  light  of  present  conditions, 
he  likes  to  admit  to  his  directors.  Bill  Jones 
&  Co.,  sacrificing  any  nice  feelings  they  or  the 
banker  might  have  in  the  matter,  go  to  him 
and  bluntly  say  that  if  he  will  speak  well  of 
them  his  influence  may  effect  a  sale.  They 
may  even  suggest  that  for  a  period  of  time 
he  boldly  withdraw  all  or  part  of  his  claims 
upon  the  concern.  If  the  sale  is  made,  for 
cash  or  desirable  stock,  there  can  be  a  pri- 
vate division,  per  private  arrangement,  when 
the  wherewithal  arrives.  The  banker  thinks 
hard,  realizes  that  he  has  probably  nothing 
to  lose  and  all  to  gain  by  the  plan,  and  agrees. 
A  similar  proposition  is  made  to  several  high- 
salaried  employ*  of  Bill  Jones  &  Co.  They 
are  guaranteed  good  and  specified  pieces  of 
the  "melon"  in  return  for  their  connivance. 
The  plan  works.  The  books  show  a  profit, 
through  the  absence  of  several  actual  liabili- 
ties. The  appraisers'  report  is  honest  and  is 
accepted  by  the  trustamalgamsolidation.  The 
specified  price  is  sufficient  to  cover  all  of  Bill 
Tones  &  Co.'s  liabilities,  including  any  little 
liability  to  qualmish  self-respect.  If  the  trust- 
amalgamsolidation finds  out,  afterward,  that  it 
cannot  operate  the  plant  profitably  at  the  sell- 
ing prices  and  under  the  other  conditions 
which  enabled  Bill  Jones  &  Co.  to  make  such 
a  good  showing,  why,  that  doesn't  concern 
Bill.  It  simply  shows  lack  of  a .  certain  ex- 
pertness. 

Bill  may  think,  sometimes,  that  possibly, 
some  day,  he  and  others  may  be  defendants 
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in  a  case  of  conspiracy  to  defraud,  but  it  is 
human  to  hope  for  good  luck,  and  Bill  is  an 
optimist. 

There  are  other  ways  of  selling  out.  Not 
nearly  so  profitable,  some  of  them,  but  in  the 
opinion  of  some  people  more  consistent  with 
honesty.  One  way  is  to  get  the  trustamalgam- 
solidation  to  lift  a  bothersome  mortgage  and 
take  the  property,  the  former  proprietor 
quietly  stepping  out,  sans  stock,  sans  money, 
but  sans  mortgage. 

*     *     * 

Now  some  incautious  person  will  jump  at 
a  conclusion  and  think  these  hypothetical 
cases  represent  actual  facts  of  large  propor- 
tions. Not  at  all.  Every  picture,  every 
story,  is  based  upon  a  possibility  of  fact. 
Fact    itself   may    exist    in    one,    possibly    two 


cases.     But  one.  or   two   are   as   a   drop  in   a 
basketful  of  good  things. 

*     *     * 

Cycling  journals  are  eleemosynary  institu- 
.tions.  Their  publishers  may  sometimes  have 
opinions  to  the  contrary,  but  the  sad 
truth  is  they  are  mistaken.  Their  reading 
matter  is  generally  conceded  to  be  the  bright- 
est, but  for  some  reason  very  scant  attention 
is  paid  to  their  self-respect  by  a  too  large  per- 
centage of  people.  The  writer  knows  of  an 
instance.  A  factory  manager  is  to-day  out  of 
a  job,  and  is  asking  the  cycling  journals  to 
help  him  get  another.  A  not  unusu-al  instance 
of  wonderful  "gall."  This  man's  character, 
as  it  is  writ  among  the  advertising  solicitors, 
is  that  of  an  incompetent,  discourteous  egotist. 
He  is  only  one  among  a  too  numerous  minor- 
ity. Phoenix. 


A  fREE-WHEEL  CHAINLESS,  PROBABLY,  NEXT  YEAR. 


IT  is  known  that  the  Pope  Mfg.  Co.  is  ex- 
perimenting with  the  combination  of 
chainless  gear  and  free-wheel  or  automatic 
coaster  and  back-pedaling  'brake  idea;  but 
there  has  been  no  sign  that  the  Pope  Com- 
pany will  actually  market  machines  'having  the 
combined  devices  for  next  season's  use.  The 
Grand  Rapids  Cycle  Co.  have  also  been  ex- 
perimenting along  the  same  line — not  with  the 
same  device — and  a  few  days  ago  the  inventor 
was  visited  by  J.   Elmer  Pratt,  of  the   Grand 


Rapids  Company.  Mr.  Pratt  was  in  New 
York  last  Monday,  and  said  he  now  believes 
it  will  be  possible  to  fit  chainless  Clippers 
with  the  new  accessory  for  the  season  of  1900. 
If  this  is  done,  it  will  not  only  enhance  the 
popularity  of  the  chainless  Clipper,  but  will 
supply  what  many  concede  will  be  the  ultima 
thule  of  'Cycling  pleasure  as  far  as  the  pres- 
ent form  of  bicycle  can  furnish  it.  It  will 
add  to  cycling  the  thrill  of  automobilism,  and 
that  is  enough. 


EIGHT  CHEAP  MEN  SUPPLANT  SIXTY  EILERS. 


ELECTRICITY  and  a  solution  which  costs 
two  cents  a  gallon  are  doing  much  in 
reducing  the  cost  of  removing  brass  from 
brazed  bicycle  frames. 

A  student  in  the  University  of  Wisconsin, 
at  Madison,  originated  the  idea  and  sells  the 
solution,  of  which  he  owns  the  secret.  He 
also  receives  a  very  small  royalty  upon  each 
bicycle   frame  treated   by  his   process. 

Eight  cheap  men  can  now  do  the  work 
which,  under  the  old  system,  required  sixty 
filers.     A  remarkable  saving  in  wages. 

After  having  been  brazed,  the  frames,  in- 
stead of  being  filed  as  formerly,  'are  suspended 
in  tanks,  such  as  are  used  for  copper  and 
nickel  plating.  The  tanlcs  'contain  the  solu- 
tion, which  is  apparently  as  simple  as  water. 
Electricity  is  turned  on.  In  thirty-five  min- 
u'tes  the  frames  are  removed,  and  the  super- 
fluous brass  is  brushed  off  as  if  it  were  so 
much  mud.     The  'brass  in  the  connections  of 


course  remains,  and  is  soon  dry  and  hard. 

A.  D.  Meiselbach  uses  the  process  in  his 
enormous  North  Milwaukee  factories,  and  it 
was  through  his  unselfish  assistance  that  the 
young  inventor's  process  was  introduced  to 
other  cycle  manufacturers.  Meiselbach  in- 
stalled the  system  last  March. 

The  process  offers  one  danger.  To  some 
extent — a  larger  extent,  perhaps,  than  is  gener- 
ally supposed — brazed  tubing  is  used  in  bicy- 
cle construction.  Brazed  tubing  of  the  clin- 
cher brand  is  unquestionably  very  strong,  and 
ordinarily  is  much  more  harmless  than  its  rep- 
utation, but  in  applying  the  new  brass-remov- 
ing process  to  frames  made  of  ordinary  brazed 
'tubing  there  is  a  chance  that  the  solution  and 
subsequent  brushing  will  remove  part  of  the 
brazing,  which  cannot  suitably  ibe  replaced  by 
solder. 

This  is  not  the  cyanide  of  potassium  pro- 
cess. 


PROBABLE  EEATIRES  OE  NEXT  YEAR'S  WHEELS. 


SOME  of  the  characteristics  of  next  year's 
bicycles  will  be  as  follows: 

Weight,  23  to  25  pounds — a  reduction  of 
from  1  to  3  pounds. 

Cranks,  7  inch  on  many  individual  ma- 
chines. 

Gears,  77  to  80  in  the  comparatively  level 
■districts  in  the  West,  and  nearly  everywhere 
in  'the  East,  irrespective  of  grades. 

Sprockets  will  average  about  the  same. 
The  insanely  large  exceptions  will  be  fewer, 
but  not  markedly  so. 

Colors,  in  variety,  but  a  tendency  to  de- 
crease the  variety.     Black  will  prevail. 


Head-length,  medium,  and  a  decreased  ten- 
dency toward  the  very  short  head,  which  has 
this  season  been  a  minority,  but  a  conspicuous 
one. 

Saddles  will  continue  hard  and  springless, 
as  a  rule.  Saddle  manufacturers  are  pushing 
this  type,  and  riders  show  no  disinclination  to 
■drop  it. 

Tires  of  IJ  and  l-f  inch  will  continue  popu- 
lar, about  dividing  the  call  between  them. 
In  the  East,  the  growth  of  single-tube  prestige 
is  unquestionable.  The  double-tube  has  al- 
ways controlled  the  West,  and  many  riders 
and    dealers    are    bitterly   against   the    single- 


tube,  but  the  latter  is  nevertheless  gaining, 
among  those  who  fancy  it,  because  of  its  ap- 
parent if  not  actual  simplicity. 

Handle-bars  of  the  adjustable  variety,  of 
medium  length  and  turned  up,  will  have  the 
call.  Even  scorchers  are  using  upturned 
bars. 

Automatic  coasters  will  'be  more  popular. 
They  are  being  feverishly  boomed  in  England. 

Chains  will  hardly  be  wider  next  year,  al- 
'though  there  is  a  growing  feeling  that  wider 
chains  would  be  less  likely  to  climb  sprockets 
and  break. 

Crank-hangers  of  the  one-piece  variety  will 
decidedly  have  the  call. 

General  appearance  of  absolute  simplicity. 

Tubing  of  1^-inch  diameter  will  have  an- 
other year.  The  IJ-inch  size  has  had  its  day. 
It  is  not  needed,  now  that  frames  are  mo'e 
compact.  One-inch  tubing  has  been  ad- 
hered to  during  several  years  by  at  least  two 
prominent  makers,  and  its  use  is  likely  to 
spread. 

Joints  or  connections  will,  of  course,  be 
flush,  and  internal  binders  for  head  and  seat- 
post  have   come  to  stay. 


Fighting   Over  tlie  Remains. 

Buffalo,  Sept.  18 — Referee  Hotchkiss  has 
been  asked  to  decide  a  complicated  matter  of, 
the  Globe  Cycle  Co.  Attorneys  Clinton  and 
Clark,  representing  the  Lancaster  Peerless 
Emery  Wheel  Co.,  The  Reading  Screw  Co., 
the  Leather  Grip  Co.,  the  Vogt  Manufactur- 
ing Coach  Lace  Co.  and  the  Stewart  Bros. 
Co.,  wanted  the  Bankruptcy  Court  to  make 
disposition  'of  the  estate  in  an  equitable  man- 
ner among  the  creditors.  Attorneys  D.  B. 
Tuttle  and  Edwin  Alport,  appearing  for  vari- 
ous creditors  who  have  obtained  executions 
against  the  bankrupt  firm,  desire  to  have  the 
distribution  of  the  estate  made  in  the  Su- 
preme Court. 


Reorganized  and  Recapitalized. 

C.  S.  Wicker,  secretary  of  the  U.  S.  Mfg. 
Co.,  writes:  "The  plant  of  this  company  has 
been  removed  from  Fond  du  Lac  to  Oshkosh, 
capital  stock  increased  to  $30,000,  and  the 
company  reorganized  as  follows:  J.  R. 
Washburn,  'president;  J.  E.  Bean,  vice-pres- 
ident, and  C.  S.  Wicker,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer. With  increased  shop  facilities,  we  ex- 
pect to  turn  out  a  larger  quantity  of  bicycle 
sundries  than  ever  before,  and  we  have  also 
added  a  gasoline  engine  and  a  hospital  bed 
besides." 


Anotlier  Worcester  Ruling. 

Hartford,  Sept.  16.— In  the  United  States 
Circuit  Court,  in  the  suit  of  the  Central  Trust 
Co.,  of  New  York,  against  the  Worcester 
Cycle  Co.,  Judge  Shipman  passed  an  order 
upon  the  motion  of  Perkins  &  Jackson,  of 
New  York,  attorneys  for  the  trustee.  The 
order  requires  the  receiver  for  the  Worcester 
Cycle  Co.  to  deliver  all  books  showing  his 
transactions  as  receiver,  to  the  clerk  of  the 
court  within  five  days  from  the  service  of  the 
order. 


Keating  Decides  for  Automobiles. 

At  a  meeting  at  Portland,  Me.,  last  week,  of 
the  stockholders  of  the  Keating  Wheel  Co., 
of  Middletown,  Conn.,  it  was  unanimously 
voted  to  increase  the  capital  stock  to  $5,000,- 
000  and  to  change  the  name  to  the  Keating 
Wheel  &  Automobile  Co.  The  present  cap- 
italization is  $250,000. 
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Flush  Joints. 
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Pat.  Aug.  lo,  '97. 


No.  1022>^. 

Flush  Joint.  Angle  68°. 
Made  from  one  piece  of  Sheet  Steel 


SEYMOUR,  CONN.,  U.  S.  A. 


We  make  WHEEL  CUPS 
and  CONES,  HANGER  CUPS 
and  CONES.  CONNEC- 
TIONS both  FLUSH  and 
OUTSIDE  JOINTS. 

Send  us  blue-prints  or 
drawings  of  what  you  want. 

Adjustable  Head. 


\^y 


Outside  diameter  of 
Branches  fit  J  1-4  inch 
curate  Angles.  Fur 
Caps.  If  ordered  in 
any  length  from  3  1-2 
any  angle  desired.  This 
Fork-Crowns   of    differ 
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Pat.  Aug.  10,  '97. 

No.  1025>^. 

With  Flush  Thimbles. 
Angle  68= 


Fits  ^  X  20. 


No.  1081. 


n 


m 
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Head  I  3-8  inch, 
or  J  1-8  inch  tube.  Ac- 
nished  with  or  without 
quantities  will  make  of 
inch  to  7  inch  and  of 
Head  does  not  break, 
ent  patterns,  etc.,  etc. 
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No.  1080. 


CATALOGUES 

NOW 

READY. 


Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 
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PRESERVING  BRANDS. 


CONSIDERABLE  talk  has  been  expended,  since  the  idea 
of  a  consoHdation  of  cycle  makers  was  first  promul- 
gated, about  the  dangerous  effect  of  too  mvich  centralization 
upon  the  value  of  brands  which  have  been  made  strong  through 
years  of  advertising  by  individual  concerns.  One  of  the  best 
of  these  talks,  by  J.  Elmer  Pratt,  recently  appeared  in  The 
Wheel  and  attracted  much  attention. 

It  is  taken  for  granted  by  the  average  person  that  the 
sanity  of  consolidation  promoters  will  prevent  them  from  com- 
mitting acts  of  false  economy,  by  which  brands  for  which  they 
have  paid  high  prices  will  be  obscured.  But  the  temptation 
to  do  so  is  always  present.  It  is  included  in  the  very  basic 
idea  of  consolidation — retrenchment. 

A  dozen  years  ago  the  leading  cigarette  concerns  were 
merged  into  the  American  Tobacco  Co.  For  several  years 
the  fact  had  so  little  outward  significance  that  comparatively 
few  people  realized  that  the  consolidation  existed.  So  far  as 
the  public  could  see,  each  concern  continued  to  run  its  busi- 
ness in  its  own  way.  Each  had  its  own  president  and  other 
officers.  Each  apparently  actively  competed  with  the  others 
in  advertising,  correspondence,  etc.  All  this  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  the  consolidation  absolutely  controlled  the  patented 
methods  of  manufacture,  so  that  outside  competition  was  not 
to  be  feared.  Eventually,  however,  the  sense  of  monopoly 
and  the  penny-pinching  instinct  prevailed,  and  to-day  paper- 
covered  cigarettes  are  not  advertised.  The  individualities  of 
the  component  concerns  are  as  nothing.  The  competitive 
values  of  the  various  brands  have  waned  wonderfully  through 
this  neglect.  Result — the  American  Tobacco  Co.  are  meeting 
with  the  most  vigorous  kind  of  competition  from  numerous 
manufacturers  of  all-tobacco  cigarettes.  Demand  for  the 
paper-covered  coffin-nails  is  surely  decreasing  through  the 
penny-wise  policy  of  the  combine  owning  the  patents,  and  the 
combine  is  to-day  found  advertising  all-tobacco  goods.  It 
has  succeeded,  by  its  policy  of  repression,  in  partly  killing  its 


paper-covered  golden  goose,  and  is  compelled  to  advertise 
plentifully  in  a  new  field  which  might  never  have  been  created 
but  for  that  repressive  policy. 

Several  parallel  cases  might  be  mentioned.  A  case  some- 
what different,  but  showing  the  absolute  necessity  of  adver- 
tising an  individual  brand,  is  that  of  the  Singer  Sewing  Ma- 
chine Co.  Its  president  refused  to  enter  a  sewing  machine 
trust.  Said  he  didn't  have  to.  True.  Also  said — or  thought — 
he  did  not  have  to  advertise.  But  he  is  advertising  to-day, 
good  and  hard.  Why?  Because  the  other  makers,  when  they 
found  they  could  not  form  a  trust,  went  ahead  vigorously  as 
individuals,  while  the  Singer  Company  dozed. 

The  Wheel  is  not  against  consolidation.  Let  that  be  un- 
derstood. That  form  of  retrenchment  in  the  cycle  trade,  as 
an  alternative  to  a  final  all-around  smash,  was  inevitable.  We 
think  our  remarks  on  the  dangers  of  too  much  retrenchment, 
too  much  centralization,  will  not  be  misconstrued. 


FIGURES  VS.  COLORINGS. 


EFFORTS,  highly  colored  but  singularly  lacking  in  com- 
parative analyses  of  strength,  have  been  made  by  two- 
contemporaries  to  show  that  in  view  of  the  N.  C.  A.'s  effort  to- 
control  racing,  the  League  has  lost.  Riders  and  the  trade  are 
interested  in  this  matter,  and  The  Wheel  has  endeavored  tO' 
keep  them  informed  without  bias. 

From  the  chairman  of  the  N.  C.  A.  Board  of  Control  it  is- 
learned  that  that  organization  has  registered  "nearly  200''  pro- 
fessionals and  "in  excess  of  1,400"  amateurs.  The  L.  A.  W. 
registration,  so  far  this  year,  is  525  professionals  and  5,980>' 
amateurs. 

The  loyalty  of  riders  to  the  L.  A.  W.  appears  the  more 
marked  when  it  is  shown  that  an  amateur,  for  example,  must 
pay  at  least  -14  before  he  can  compete  in  an  L.  A.  W.  race — 
|2.50  L.  A.  W.  registry  fee,  $1  general  entry  fee  for  the  meet,. 
50  cents  entry  fee  for  each  race  entered.  The  5,980  amateurs 
so  far  registered  have  paid  to  the  L.  A.  W.  |14,950,  and  to 
meet  promoters  |S,970  more. 

N.  C.  A.  riders  have  furnished  good  racing.  N.  C.  A.  pro- 
moters have  spent  a  lot  of  money.  The  L.  A.  W.  Racing  Board 
has  performed  some  very  unpopular  feats  of  alleged  diplomacy. 
But  in  view  of  the  actual  figures  it  is  going  to  extremes  to 
say  the  League  has  lost. 


A  MISTAKEN  IMPRESSION. 


WE  think  there  is  a  mistaken  impression  among  Eastern 
employers  of  traveling  salesmen,  that  the  "whoop-er- 
up"  type  of  man  is  required  for  service  in  all  the  region  west 
of  Buffalo  and  east  of  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

If  the  loud  salesman  has  been  decided  upon,  by  all  means  use 
him  in  the  West.  The  West  can  stand  more  of  bravado,  of 
flamboyancy,  than  the  East.  The  West  recognizes  in  those 
qualities  breeziness.  The  East  does  not  want  breeziness.  The- 
West  cannot  abide  the  dilettante  manners,  the  stilted  English 
of  the  East. 

But  if  you  are  under  the  impression  that  the  West  must 
and  will  have  loudness,  make  up  your  mind  that  you  are  mis- 
taken.    You  need  not  travel  through  the  West  yourself  tc 
learn  this.     You  have  only  to  recognize  the  plain,  ordinary 
fact  that  in  its  essentials  human  nature  is  the  same  the  world 
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over.  The  man  of  loinl  manners  is  reall\-  a  very  transparent 
sham,  and,  as  such,  is  more  acceptable  to  the  anti-red-tape 
people  of  the  West  than  is  the  enigmatical  dude.  But  the 
■quiet,  sensible,  courageous,  quick-witted,  good-humored,  hon- 
est man  is  the  best  for  East,  West,  North  or  South.  This  fact 
can  be  easily  verified  by  the  big  hardware  jobbers,  who  employ 
scores  of  salesmen.     Thev  know. 


THE  CYCLING  PERCENTAGE. 


ARMY  casualties  between  May,  1898,  and  June  30,  1899, 
show  6,603  deaths.  Of  these,  all  but  696  were  caused 
by  sickness,  and  nearly  all,  or  4,081,  died  of  sickness  in  this 
country. 

Bad  camp  sanitation  could,  probably  did,  cause  its  share  of 
this  horrible  proportion,  but  it  would  be  interesting  to  know 
how  many  of  those  whose  systems  succumbed  to  camp  life 
were  cyclists.  According  to  the  rough  guessing  by  which 
the  proportion  of  cyclists  to  total  population  has  been  figured, 
less  than  one-tenth  of  the  volunteer  soldiers  rode  wheels  at 
home,  and  this  guess  is  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  many 
young  men  went  to  war  for  want  of  other  occupation;  but 
the  percentage  of  the  unemployed  was  small,  and  the  chances 
are  that  very  many — a  majority,  perhaps — of  those  who  went 
into  the  volunteer  camps  were  trained  militiamen  and  cyclists. 
Assuming  this  to  be  true,  what  does  it  prove?  Not  the  ineffi- 
ciency of  cycling  or  indoor  military  training.  Too  much 
nervous  life  and  not  enough  physical  regeneration,  perhaps. 
We  never  rest,  this  nation.  We  are  on  the  hop  until  we  drop. 
Our  nerves  are  too  near  the  surface.  Lymph  is  a  rarity.  This 
theory  may  not  fit  the  terrible  facts  of  the  war,  but  we  think 
it  does. 


IF  the  fifteen  to  twenty  cycle  makers  interested  in  the  so- 
called  "second  consolidation"  are  wise — and  presumably 
they  are — they  will  not  permit  consolidation  plans  to  delay 
their  preparations  for  next  season  a  minute  longer  than  neces- 
sar}-.  All  printed  assurances  to  the  contrary,  the  bicycle  deal- 
ers of  this  country  have  got  it  into  their  heads  that  they  are 
to  be  told  something  new  with  regard  to  next  year's  policy,  and 
they  are  anxiously  waiting  to  see  the  personal  representatives 
-of  the  cycle  makers  with  whom  they  have  been  doing  business. 
It  is  a  case  of  plain,  human  anxiety  to  see  the  end  of  a  series 
of  irritating  rumors.  The  most  satisfied  dealers  to-day  are  the 
agents  of  concerns  wliich  have  openly  declared  that  they  have 
not  and  will  not  join  any  combine.  The  A.  B.  C.  leaders 
recognize  this,  and  are  hastening  the  completion  of  their 
plans  so  that  the  clamor  of  jobbers  and  retailers  may  cease. 
A  month  hence,  retailers  will  be  strongly  inclined  to  urge 
delinquent  manufacturers  to  fish  or  cut  bait. 


»     *     * 


EXriLAND  smiled  superciliously  when  the  single-tube  tire 
showed  progress  here,  and  remarked  that  it  had  been 
tried  and  found  wanting.  Her  cycling  sages  lodged  the  same 
criticism  against  the  two-piece  and  one-piece  crank-hangers. 
To-day  American  single-tube  tires  are  making  steady  headway 
■over  there,  American  push  being  behind  them.  And  the  other 
■day  the  keen-witted  Fauber,  erstwhile  a  small  repair-man  in 
Chicago,  crossed  the  sea  to  arrange  a  campaign  for  the  famous 
'One-piece  hanger  which  bears  liis  name,  and  which  is  used 
upon  fully  a  third  of  all  the  bicycles  which  have  been  built  in 
this  country  lately.  The  changes  which  time  and  enterprise 
force  upon  conservatism  are  curious. 


CONCERNING  the  notorious  exploitation  by  the  London 
"Cyclist  "  of  the  results  of  an  expert  comparison  between 
an  English  machine  and  one  alleged  to  be  American,  the 
"Irish  Cyclist"   says: 

Without  doubt  the  "Cyclist"  made  a  false  step  in  comparing  an  Eng- 
lish cheap  machine  with  the  so-called  American.  It  appears  that  the 
latter  machine  was  made  in  Belgium  and  cost  only  £5,  while  the  Eng- 
lish machine  was  a  Meteor,  costing  £12.  Such  a  comparison  must  prov.; 
misleading,  except  in  so  far  as  showing  the  vast  difference  there  is 
between  a  good  class  of  machine  like  the  Meteor  and  the  cheap  rub- 
bish,   American    or    otherwise,  which  sells  at  any  price. 

The  exception  should  include  English  rubbish. 


AN  anxious  world  awaits  the  explanation  of  Henry  Sturmey 
the  Honest.  First,  as  editor  of  "The  Cyclist,"  of  London, 
he  has  an  expert  comparison  made  between  a  cheap  poor 
wheel  and  a  moderate-priced  one  of  fair  quality.  The  result 
he  publishes  to  the  world,  labeling  the  poor  wheel  "American," 
the  better  one  "English,"  and  omitting  the  fact  that  between 
the  two  there  is  a  diflerence  of  price  as  well  as  of  quality.  That 
fact  transpires  later,  much  to  Mr.  Sturmey's  discredit.  The 
discovery  that  the  "American"  machine  is  not  American,  but 
Belgian,  places  Mr.  Sturmey  the  Honest  in  a  decidedly  in- 
teresting position  for  explanatory  purposes. 

■»     »     ■» 

PRETTY  soon  the  agent  who  has  no  plans  for  the  winter 
except  to  wait  for  spring  will  sit  down,  take  his  pen  in 
hand  and  write:  "Dear  Sir — How  soon  will  your  new  prices 
be  ready?"  This  style  of  agent  is  particularly  pleasing  to 
those  manufacturers  whose  prices,  for  good  reasons,  are  never 
ready   before   February. 

*  ■»     ■» 

OUR  esteemed  contemporary,  the  "Carriage  Monthly," 
says  that  the  price  of  nearly  everything  that  enters  into 
the  construction  of  a  carriage  has  advanced,  and  that  while 
some  manufacturers  are  filling  orders  at  the  old  prices,  using 
up  old  stock,  there  is  a  reasonable  prospect  of  an  increase  in 

price. 

»     »     « 

TFIE  WHEEL'S  suggestion  that  there  is  a  good  oppor- 
tunity for  the  retailing  of  motor-tricycles  and  quadri- 
cycles  in  New  York  City  is  one  that  should  be  taken  ad- 
vantage of.     Don't  wait  to  build  the  machines.     Import  them. 

*  *     * 

NEW  YORK'S  floating  population  is  an  accurate  indica- 
tion of  the  country's  prosperity.     The  hotels  of  this 
city  are  more  crowded  than  they  have  been  for  many  years. 

■»■}!■* 

NO  time  better  than  now  for  a  woodland  spin.     The  air 
sparkles.    The  sunlight  burns.    Give  your  system  a  good 
toning  up  before  you  have  to  encase  it  in  an  overcoat. 

*  »     ■» 

THE  WHEEL  has  had  plenty  of  evidence  that  its  weekly 
talks  on  acetylene  gas  have  been  instructive  to  dealers 
and  riders,  and  beneficial  to  lamp  manufacturers. 

*  *     * 

TRA\'ELING  salesmen  should  begin  training  their  voices 
and  thinkeries  now.     They  will  soon  have  more  ques- 
tions to  answer  than  ever  before. 


u 


P  it  goes,  a  dollar  a  week,  week  after  week.      The  price 
of  steel  billets  is  over  twice  as  high  as  it  was  a  year 


1899. 
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AN  OPENING  SOITH. 


An  Excellent  Chance  for  Considerable  Trade  to  Be 

Picked  Up  in  the  Land  of 

Dixie. 

Believing  that  the  South  offers  an  excep- 
tional field  for  trade  in  bicycles,  motor  cycles 
and  automobiles,  the  officials  of  the  South 
Carolina  division  of  the  League  of  American 
Wheelmen  have  arranged  to  hold  a  southern 
interstate  bicycle  and  automobile  exposition 
at  Charleston,  November  24-28.  The 
exposition  will  be  the  first  of  its  kind 
held  in  the  South,  and  will  not  be 
merely  a  local  affair,  but  will  be  suf- 
ficiently broad  in  its  scope  to  .attract  the 
attention  of  the  entire  South.  The  chief  aim 
of  the  promoters  is  to  lay  before  the  people 
of  the  South  a  thoroughly  comprehensive 
exhibition  of  bicycles  and  accessories,  motor 
cycles  and  automobiles. 

The  exposition  will  be  held  in  the  Thomson 
auditorium,  which  covers  within  its  walls  30,- 
000  square  feet  on  ground  floor.  In  beauty, 
architecture  and  size  it  is  one  of  the  largest 
and  finest  of  its  kind  in  the  southern  States, 
and  is  an  lideal  place  for  such  an  exhibition. 
The  exposition  will  te  under  the  management 
of  John  Woerner,  Jr.,  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent members  of  the  Washington  bicycle 
trade.  Mr.  Woerner  managed  the  cycle  show 
held  in  Washington  last  winter,  which  proved 
the  most  successful  show  ever  held  at  the  Na- 
tional Capital. 

Charleston  is  one  of  the  leading  commercial 
cities  of  the  South,  being  the  outlet  of  a  very 
rich  rice  and  cotton  producing  country,  and 
the  point  of  supply  for  an  extensive  territory, 
embracing  South  and  part  of  North  Carolina, 
Georgia,Alabama,  Florida,  Tennessee  and  Mis- 
sissippi. As  favorable  arrangements  have  been 
made  with  all  the  railroad  lines  leading  to 
Charleston,  as  well  as  with  connecting  lines, 
thousands  of  people  from  these  States  will  be 
attracted  to  the  exposition,  and  many  of  them 
will  not  be  drawn  by  merely  a  desire  to  see 
the  show,  but  with  a  desire  to  see  and  investi- 
gate the  automobile,  as  it  applies  to  business 
uses. 

It  has  been  amply  demonstrated  that  there 
is  no  factor  so  potent  or  so  effective  in  the 
sale  of  goods  as  to  show  the  people  where 
trade  is  sought  the  goods  in  their  finished 
state  and  to  have  them  see  for  themselves  the 
work  that  they  will  do.  The  forthcoming 
exposition  will  therefore  open  the  way  to 
demonstrate  to  the  South  the  adaptability  of 
the  automobile.  The  time  is  most  opportune, 
for  the  South  is  just  now  enjoying  a  period 
of  unprecedented  prosperity  and  is  ripe  for  the 
exploitation  of  automobiles  and  motor  vehi- 
cles. 


NO  ONE  KNOWS. 


Overman's  Plans  for  the  Next  Season  Are  an  Un- 
certain  Quantity. 

Springfield,  Sept.  16. — ^The  Overman  auto- 
mobile wagons  will  probably  be  made  here- 
after by  a  company  entirely  separate  from  the 
Overman  Wheel  Co.  The  factory  is  likely 
to  be  in  the  Ames  Building  in  Chicopee,  and 
Mr.  Overman  will  be  the  head  of  the  new 
concern. 

It  has  ibeen  predicted  for  some  time  that 
Mr.  Overman  would  form  a  new  company 
to  manufacture  the  automobiles,  the  patents 
for    which    he    practically   controls.     He    will 


leave  for  Europe  soon  with  the  latest  model 
of  his  steam  motor  carriage,  with  a  view  to 
establishing  a  new  company.  The  organiza- 
tion of  an  automobile  company  to  handle  the 
Overman  patents  does  not  mean  that  the 
,  Overman  shops  are  to  give  up  the  manufac- 
turing of  bicycles. 

Several  persons  have  asserted  that  the  bicy- 
cle company  has  not  bought  any  material  for 
the  fall  and  winter  work,  nor  made  any  pre- 
parations for  going  ahead,  and  this  has  given 
rise  to  rumors  that  the  bicycles  would  not 
be    built. 

Those  in  charge  say  that  it  is  not  yet  time 
to  buy  materials,  and  that  the  future  of  the 
company  looks  comparatively  promising.  It 
is  not  stated  whether  Mr.  Overman  will  re- 
main at  the  head  of  the  bicycle  company  or 
not. 


ACROSS  THE  BORDER. 


New  Combine    Going    Right   Ahead    Perfecting    Its 
Organization. 

Toronto,  Sept.  1(3. — Combine  matters  are 
quiet  just  now.  An  inventory  of  the  Gen- 
dron  stock  is  being  taken  by  two  repre- 
sentatives of  the  combine,  preparatory  to  its 
being  taken  over.  The  Massey-Harris  Com- 
pany are  still  running  to  complete  an  export 
order,  but  as  soon  as  this  is  finished  the  ma- 
chinery will  be  moved  to  the  Lozier  factory, 
as  the  Massey  firm  require  room  for  their 
agricultural   implement  trade. 

It  is  reported  that  Mr.  Shaply,  who  was 
manager  for  the  Brantford  Company,  will 
hold  the  position  of  buyer  for  the  new  com- 
pany. If  so,  it  will  be  in  good  hands,  as  he 
is  a  very  capable  person,  and  well  known  to 
the  trade. 

The  general  feeling  among  the  smaller  mak- 
ers who  have  been  left  out  of  the  combine  is 
that  it  will  improve  their  position.  In  con- 
versation with  Mr.  Evans,  of  the  Canadian 
Typograph  Co.,  he  stated  that  they  are  pre- 
paring to  build  2,500  bicycles  for  next  season, 
this  'being  more  than  they  have  ever  .built  in 
any  one  season.  James  Lochrie,  who  makes 
the  "Antelope,"  is  also  making  his  usual  pur- 
chases, and  looks  forward  to  an  improved 
trade    next   season. 


POORMAN  TO  MANAGE. 


In  Future  Norwood  Interests  Will  Be  Looked  After 
by  Cincinnati's  Best. 

The  Norwood  Bicycle  Mfg.  Co.,  well  and 
favorably  known  in  Cincinnati  as  manufac- 
turers of  bicycles,  having  a  large  and  modern 
factory,  with  a  capacity  for  turning  out 
about  1,000'  machines  a  week,  have 
laid  plans  for  an  extraordinary  business 
during  the  coming  season,  and  will 
■begin  immediately  the  manufacture  of 
machines  for  the  coming  season's  sales. 
Under  a  recent  reorganization,  having  in  view 
the  largely  increased  business,  Mr.  J.  E. 
Poorman,  Sr.,  has  been  appointed  general 
manager  of  the  business  of  the  company. 

Mr.  Poorman  is  essentially  a  Cincinnati 
business  man,  having  been,  .connected  with 
the  trade  interests  of  that  city  for  more  than 
thirty  years.  He  was  for  many  years 
with  the  old  Cincinnati  "Commercial," 
when  it  was  on  the  high  tide  of  suc- 
cess, after  which  he  was  in  the  sewing  ma- 
chine trade.  For  s'ome  years  past  he  has 
been  one  of  the  leading  dealers  in  bicycles  in 
the  section  of  the  country  coming  within  the 


influence  of  Cincinnati.  Mr.  Poorman's  ex- 
perience in  successfully  handling  large  bus- 
iness affairs  bespeaks  for  him  a  marked  de- 
gree of  success  in  the  new  and  wider  field 
which  he  now  enters  upon. 

M'r.  Poorman's  connection  as  business  man- 
ager for  the  Norwood  Bicycle  Co.  will  not  in- 
terfere with  his  present  interests  on  Fifth 
street,  Cincinnati,  which  will  be  continued  by 
his  son,  Mr.  J.  E.  Poorman,  Jr. 


CONSUL  BOYLE'S  ADVICE. 


He  Tells  the    Danger  of   Sending    Cheap   Bicycles 
to  Foreign  Markets. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Sept.  17. — An  interest- 
ing talker  is  James  Boyle,  United  States  Con- 
sul at  Liverpool.  Mr.  Boyle  is  spending  a  few 
days  in  Washington  before  going  back  to  his 
post.  "The  m'ost  gratifying  thing  to  a  cit- 
izen of  this  country,"  said  he  in  a  conversa- 
tion 'with  a  Wheel  man,  "is  the  ever-increas- 
ing demand  in  England  for  American  manu- 
factures. What  I  would  try  to  impress  on 
our  people  is  the  vital  necessity  of  sending 
over  only  high-.class  goods.  By  keeping  our 
products  up  to  a  high  standard,  we  secure  the 
confidence  of  the  English,  who  are  always 
willing  to  pay  the  very  highest  prices.  But 
any  deterioration  from  this  standard  .breeds 
distrust,  and  means  a  diminution  of  imports. 
In  some  lines  by  a  failure  to  pursue  this  di- 
rect policy  we  have  already  suffered  loss, 
notably  in  the  bicycle  trade,  which  in  1898 
fell  off  50  per  cent  from  the  preceding  year, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  a  great  many  trashy 
wheels  were  sent  from  this  country  to  Eng- 
land, the  result  being  that  some  degree  of 
suspicion  was  sure  to  attach  to  all  American 
makes  of  bicycles  in  the  future." 


LOOKING  AT  LOZIER'S   LAUNCH. 


The  Cleveland    Company's  Foreign    Representatives 
Here  Visiting  the  Home  Office. 

Toledo,  Sept.  17. — The  foreign  representa- 
tives of  the  Lozier  Company  have  been 
in  Toledo  for  the  week  past.  They  are  the 
guests  'of  E.  R.  Lozier  and  F.  M.  Gregg,  of 
Cleveland,  and  have  been  inspecting  the 
plant.  Among  those  in  the  party  are:  S.  E. 
Bowles,  of  London;  F.  C.  Chandler,  of  Ham- 
'burg;  M.  Wiener,  Livolle,  Holland;  C.  Ber- 
tram, Paris.  The  principal  object  of  the  pres- 
ent trip  to  this  country  is  to  'make  the  for- 
eign representative  acquainted  with  the  work- 
ings of  the  Lozier  launch.  The  Lozier  peo- 
ple expect  to  make  a  great  feature  of  the 
launch  business  the  coming  season,  and  the 
factory  will  be  enlarged  if  orders  keep  up  at 
the  rate  they  have  been  coming  in.  A  sam- 
ple launch  will  be  shipped  to  each  of  the 
agencies  at  once.  During  the  time  the  for- 
eign representatives  were  in  Toledo  tjiey 
made  several  trips  on  the  one  now  in  opera- 
tion on  the  Maumee  River,  and  they  were 
pleased  with  it. 


New  Canadian  Dunlop  Manager. 

Toronto,  Sept.  14. — At  a  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Dunlop  Tire  Co., 
held  on  Friday,  Mr.  John  Westren  was  se- 
lected as  general  manager.  This  position  was 
formerly  held  by  Richard  Garland.  Mr. 
Westren  has  been  with  the  company  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  has  been  virtual  man- 
ager since  the  present  company  was  organ- 
ized. The  company  expect  shortly  to  occupy 
their  fine  new  factory  and  offices. 
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September  21, 


NA^IDE-ANA/AKE  CYCLE  DEALER. 


Retailers  Looking  for  a  Chance  to  Make  and  Save  Money  Will  Be  Interested  in  the  Subjoined  Letter 
from  a  Man  Who  Put  in  an  Acetylene-Oas  Plant  and  Sold  Another  One  —  More  Details  on 
Application    by   Mail. 


THE  WHEEL,  in  the  course  of  its  talks 
on  acetylene  gas  lamps,  and  the  nature, 
safety,  etc.,  of  calcium  carbide,  has  said  to  re- 
tail dealers  that  the  new  gas  offers  them  an 
opportunity  for  money-making  outside  of 
their  bicycle  business;  an  opportunity  which, 
taken  early  and  pushed  intelligently,  might 
prove  very  profitable  indeed. 

It  is  not  the  province  of  this  journal  to 
drive  retailers  out  of  the  cycle  trade,  but 
the  cycle  trade  is  limited  by  the  weather.  For 
years  dealers  have  looked  for  other  means  of 
making  money  in  the  winter.  There  is  no 
good  reason  why  at  least  one  dealer  in  every 
town  should  not  prosper  in  selling  acetylene 
gas  plants,  both  in  summer  and  winter,  and 
keep  his  bicycle  business  as  well. 

The  other  day  The  Wheel  learned  that  a 
dealer  in  a  little  town  in  New  York  State  had 
installed  a  gas  generator  in  his  own  store.  A 
letter  was  written  him,  and  this  is  his  reply: 

In  regard  to  acetylene  gas,  I  will  inform  you  that 
I  first  saw  the  generator  that  I  am  using  in  my  store 
in  a  5-cent  medicine  show  that  came  to  this  town, 
owned  by  Bryan  Spaun.  He  had  a  20-light  (half-foot, 
or  25  candle-power  burner)  generator,  and  could  not 
get  a  man  to  connect  it  up  for  him  until  he  came  to 
me.  I  installed  it  for  him  and  gave  him  eight  half- 
foot  burner  stage  lights  and  38  quarter-foot  pole  lights, 
and  it  was  as  fine  a  lighted  place  as  could  be.  Owing 
to  my  knowing  how  to  install  the  generator  the  mana- 
ger of  the  generator  company  wrote  and  prevailed  on 
me  to  take  the  agency  for  this  section,  and  I  have 
since  installed  several — one  for  100  lights  in  the  Knick- 
erbocker Silver  Plating  Works. 

My  own  is  for  10  lialf-foot  lights,  or  20  quarter- 
foot  lights,  and  I  have  the  best  lighted  store,  and  also 
the  cheapest  in  cost,  in  town.  My  store  is  16x60. 
I  use  but  four  half-foot  burners,  and  I  can  see  a  pin 
in  any  part  of  the  store.  The  cost  of  my  light  is 
about  five  cents  per  night,  or  $1.50  per  month,  as  the 
four  burners  consume  but  about  one  pound  of  car- 
bide per  night.  I  use  my  lights  from  6  until  10.30 
or  11  o'clock  at  night.  The  best  carbide  costs  but 
$5  per  hundred  pounds,  and  it  is  getting  cheaper 
every  little  while.  My  generator  for  10  half-foot  or 
20  quarter-foot  lights  lists  at  $70.  When  I  used  ordi- 
nary gas  my  bill  was  on  an  average  $3  per  month, 
and  the  more  I  tried  to  reduce  it  the  more  the  gas 
bill   would   be. 

What  I  save  in  lighting  will  soon  save  the  cost  of 
the  generator  and  one  dozen  burners.  Mine  was  the 
first  store  lighted  with  acetylene  gas,  and  is  the  only 
one  in  this  town  outside  the  silver  plating  works. 
I  advise  all  bicycle  dealers  to  adopt  this  light,  as 
it  will  not  tarnish  nickel,  and  it  is  cheaper  and  better 
than  any  light  yet  discovered,  and  no  more  danger- 
ous than  any  other  light.  In  fact,  I  find  in  a  number 
of  places  that  insurance  rates  have  been  reduced 
where   this  light  is   used. 

It  is  customary,  in  order  to  prove  that  a 
printed  letter  is  authentic,  to  show  where  it 
is  written,  and  by  whom.  This  has  not  been 
done  in  this  case,  because  I'he  Wheel  desires 
to  know  as  nearly  as  possible  how  much  in- 
terest is  taken  in  these  lamp  talks.  The  orig- 
inal letter  is  on  file  in  this  office.  If  any 
dealer  wants  information  as  a  result  of  the 
printed  copy,  I'he  Wheel  will  be  glad  to  hear 
from  him,  and  will  be  pleased  to  give,  by  mail, 
facts    and    advice    about    the    generator    used 


by  this  particular  dealer  and  about  other  gen- 
erators. There  are  various  methods  of  generat- 
ing the  gas,  but  some  are  more  scientific  than 
others,  and  the  mere  fact  that  a  generator  has 
been  accepted  as  safe  by  the  insurance  author- 
ities does  not  indicate  that  it  is  economical. 


NEW   DEPARTURE  LAMP, 


.i^& 


Something  "different."  This  lamp,  as  the 
illustration  shows,  is  placed  against  the  lower 
tube  of  the  frame,  and  alongside  the  head.  It 
is  a  particularly  snug  lamp.  It  is  made  by  the 
Joseph  Lucas  &  Son  Co.,  makers  of  New  De- 
parture bells,  at  Bristol,  Conn.,  and  is  mar- 
keted by  John  H.  Graham  &  Co.,  113  Cham- 
bers street.  New  York. 

In  the  upper  half  of  the  cylinder  the  water 
is  kept.     The  carbide  holder  is  telescoped  into 
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the  lower  half,  from  the  bottom.  The  water 
drips  onto  the  top  of  the  carbide,  and  as  gas 
forms  it  is  passed  by  a  tirbe  through  the 
water  compartment  and  to  the  burner. 

A  plate,  backed  by  a  spiral  spring,  is  placed 
on  top  of  the  loose  carbide,  keeping  it  in 
place.  This  also  prevents  the  placing  of  so 
much  carbide  in  the  holder  as  to  cause  it  to 
spread   open. 

The  lamp  is  claimed  to  carry  an  eight-hour 
charge.  The  size  of  the  flame  is  regulated  by 
the  water  valve,  which  is  handled  while  rid- 
ing. 

The  light  can  be  thrown  ahead  at  any  de- 
sired angle,  and  having  the  burner  away  from 
the  body  of  the  lamp  prevents  heating  the 
carbide  just  as  much. 

A  practical  advantage  of  this  lamp,  aside 
from  its  unobtrusive  position  and  lightness, 
is  that  it  enables  the  rider  of  any  wheel  to 
have  a  light  at  the  head.  Some  heads  are  too 
small  for  the  regular  bead  bracket. 


What  Is  Needed. 

Because  a  crude,  ungrammatical  and  poor- 
ly-constructed advertisement  is  sometimes  a 
paying  one  is  no  reason  for  making  all  adver- 
tising on  these  lines.  In  advertising,  the  best 
literary  ability,  with  good,  sound  common- 
sense,  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  needs  of 
people  whose  trade  is  desired,  and  of  the  cy- 
cling things  that  they  are  to  be  asked  to  buy, 
is  essential  to  good  advertisement  writing,  al- 
though sometimes  a  writer  may  lack  some  one 
of  these  essentials  and  do  passable  work. 


GERMANY  HAS  THE   BEST  OF  IT. 


In   Our  Recent  Parcels  Post  Deal  America  Is  the 
Loser. 

Editor  1  "he  Wheel;  I  was  interested  in 
your  article  on  parcels  post  and  your  plea 
for  its  extension.  You  are  right  in  what  the 
trade  needs,  particularly  in  its  foreign  trade, 
but  coming  back  to  the  German-American 
postal  treaty,  covering  packages  up  to  11 
pounds  in  weight,  I  cannot  forbear  to  empha- 
size the  great  injustice  which  its  tarifif  sched- 
ule does  to  the  American  manufacturer  and 
merchant. 

For  an  11-pound  package  to  Germany  the 
American  must  pay  $1.3-i  postage;  for  an  11- 
pound  package  to  America  the  German  es- 
capes with  60  cents  postage.  The  difference 
against  the  American  on  every  such  deal  is 
72  cents.  At  the  low  wage  scale  in  Germany 
72  cents  is  equal  to  from  $1.50  to  $2  in  the 
United  States,  the  daily  wage  of  an  able-bod- 
ied laborer. 

fn  other. words,  for  every  such  package  that 
he  ships,  as  compared  with  the  American,  he 
has  given  him  as  a  premium  the  labor  of  an 
able-bodied  man  for  one  day.  In  a  large  bus- 
iness, well  organized,  this  would  be  equal  to 
a  presentation  to  its  proprietors  in  competi- 
tion with  American  manufacturers  of  a  labor 
force  sufficient  to  run  the  entire  plant  free 
of  charge.  In  these  days  of  machinery  what 
workman  does  not  turn  out  11  pounds  of 
goods  a  day,  unless  it  be  watch  screws  or 
something  of  like  nature? 

But  for  every  11  pounds  he  turns  out  his 
employer  is  allowed  a  margin,  as  against  his 
x\merican  competitor  in  this  postal  deal, 
which  will  wipe  out  his  wages  as  a  charge  on 
the  business.  This  treaty  should  be  entitled 
"A  Device  for  Letting  Germans  into  Amer- 
ican Markets  and  Keeping  Americans  Out  of 
German  Markets."  Think  it  over,  Mr.  Edi- 
tor, and  see  if  I  am  not  right.  S.  R.  P. 


L.  A.  W.  Ones,  of  Course. 

The  New  York  Athletic  Club  is  planning 
to  send  a  team  of  speedy  cycling  amateurs  to 
Paris  to  race  during  the  exposition  there  in 
1900. 


1899. 
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L/VTEST   fRO\l  PARIS. 


What    the    French     Chauffeurs    Are    Doing    in 

Furtherance   of    Trade    and 

Sport. 

Paris;  Sept.  S.^The  automobile  is  likely 
to  do  more  than  the  cleverest  diplomatist 
in  improving  international  relations,  if  one 
may  judge  from  the  readiness  with  which  dif- 
ferent countries  are  helping  each  other  to 
advance  the  common  cause.  The  Automobile 
Club  de  France  is  the  parent  of  many  a  sim- 
ilar institution  all  over  the  continent,  and  au- 
tomobile clubs  are  now  doing  a  lot  of  good 
work  in  England,  Germany,  Belgium  and 
Italy.  The  movement  is  essentially  an  inter- 
national one,  and  it  is  for  this  reason  that 
all  the  clubs  are  working  in  harmony,  giving 
each  other  the  advantages  of  honorary  mem- 
bership and  placing  every  facility  in  the  way 
of  members  of  foreign  clubs  who  may  be  visit- 
ing the  country.  If  French  chauffeurs  go  to 
Belgium  they  are  received  in  state  and  over- 
whelmed with  hospitality,  and  those  who 
come  to  Paris  feel  themselves  quite  at  home 
at  the  cosmopolitan  headquarters  of  the  in- 
dustry in   the   Place   de  la   Concorde. 

A  delegate  from  the  Automobile  Club  de 
France  was  recently  sent  to  examine  the  route 
to  St.  Petersburg  in  view  of  the  next  big  in- 
ternational race,  which  is  to  be  organized  be- 
tween the  two  capitals,  and  he  speaks  highly 
of  the  reception  he  had  in  Berlin,  where  mem- 
bers of  the  German  Club  accompanied  him 
some  hundreds  of  miles,  and  gave  him  every 
information  as  to  the  roads.  The  United 
States  automobilists  have  therefore  done 
well  to  form  a  club  of  their  own  to 
worthily  represent  what  in  the  course  of  a 
few  years  is  bound  to  become  a  vast  industry. 
Mr.  George  F.  Chamberlin,  the  president  pro 
tem,  has  written  to  his  confrere  of  the  French 
club,  ofifering  mutual  advantages  of  member- 
ship, and  I  need  hardly  say  that  Baron  de 
Zuylen  accepted  the  offer. 

It  has  been  impossible  to  get  any  precise 
information  as  to  what  sort  of  display  motor 
cars  will  make  at  the  exhibition  next  year, 
for  the  simple  reason  that  they  are  grouped 
together  with  ordinary  vehicles  and  no  distinc- 
tion is  made  between  them.  It  will  probably 
be  found  .that  automobiles  will  swamp  this  sec- 
tion, for  all  the  carriage  builders  here  are  turn- 
ing out  automobiles,  and  they  will  probably 
prefer  to  be  represented  by  these  new  vehi- 
cles. Automobile  ifirms  themselves  intend  to 
make  this  show  worthy  of  the  vast  industry 
which  is  one  of  the  most  characteristic  fea- 
tures of  the  end  of  the  century.  When  it  was 
first  understood  that  they  would  not  have  a 
separate  space  in  the  centre  of  the  exhibition, 
the  makers  talked  of  refusing  to  exhibit  at  all, 
while  others  wanted  to  have  an  independent 
show  outside  of  the  exposition  grounds. 
Some  concessions,  however,  were  made  by  the 
authorities  with  the  result  that  the  storm  blew 
over,  and  the  automobile  firms  will  do  their 
best  to  make  their  section  a  brilliant  suc- 
cess. 

This  show  will  be  an  interesting  one,  and 
will  probably  mark  a  big  development  in 
motor-car  construction.  As  for  the  gasoline 
cars,  we  can  hardly  look  for  much  that  is 
strikingly  new,  though  several  novel  vehicles 
are  being  prepared  for  the  exhibition,  and  will 
be  there  shown  for  the  first  time.  Steam  cars, 
too,  are  not  making  much  progress  in  this 
country,  despite  the  big  demand  there  is   for 


them  in  the  colonies  and  elsewhere.  In  fact, 
makers  seem  quite  satisfied  with  what  they 
have  already  done,  and  have  not  even  thought 
it  worth  their  while  to  enter  for  the  heavy 
car  trials  which  are  fixed  for  next  month. 
Not  a  single  entry  has  yet  been  obtained, 
though  there  is  still  time  for  the  manufac- 
turers to  hurry  up  and  save  the  trials  from 
failure.  The  French  are  at  present  well  in 
front  with  the  gasoline  cars,  and  it  is  prob- 
able also  that  the  exhibition  may  reveal  them 
as  first-class  builders  of  electrical  vehicles. 
It  .is  only  quite  recently  that  they  have  thought 
it  worth  their  while  to  turn  their  attention  to 
electricity  as  a  motive  power  for  road  car- 
riages. They  have  always  regarded  this 
power  as  having  very  narrow  limitations,  and 
judging  from  the  unsatisfactory  results  of  the 
accumulator  trials  now  being  carried  on  at  the 
A.  C.  F.  premises,  there  is  very  little  hope  of 
their  being  given  a  much  wider  range  of  ac- 
tion than  they  have  at  present,  nor  have  their 
durability  and  economy  been  much  improved 
during  the  past  twelvemonth  or  so. 

Still,  some  of  the  French  batteries  give  fair- 
ly good  results,  and  the  automobile  firms 
employing  them  are  doing  their  best  to  stim- 
ulate the  movement  in  favor  of  electric  cars. 
They  can  now  be  relied  on  to  do  a  hundred 
miles  with  a  single  charge,  which  is  all  thai 
is  necessary  for  the  average  tourist  who  pre- 
fers to  travel  about  the  country  quietly,  and 
as  there  are  now  electrical  power  stations  in 
every  town  of  any  importance,  the  owner  of 
an  electrical  car  can  go  pretty  well  every- 
where. Whether,  however,  the  electric  auto- 
mobile can  be  made  as  cheap  and  reliable  as 
the  gasoline  vehicle  is  one  of  those  things 
which  we  hope  the  exhibition  will  show. 

Electric  automobiles  have  done  some  excel- 
lent performances  lately,  and  one  of  the  lead- 
ing  makers,  M.  M.  Bouquet,  Garcin  &  Schivre, 
tried  to  convince  the  doubters  by  engaging  a 
vehicle  in  the  Paris-Ostend  race,  which  was 
run  off  on  Thursday  and  Friday  last.  The 
competing  cars  were  divided  into  touring  and 
racing  vehicles,  the  former  doing  the  205 
miles  in  two  stages.  The  electric  car,  unfor- 
tunately, had  hard  luck,  first  breaking  an 
axle  while  running  on  a  steep  down-grade, 
and  then  buckling  a  wheel,  which  resulted  in 
the  loss  of  a  day  for  repairs.  The  car,  how- 
ever, ran  94  miles  with  a  single  charge,  and 
ultimately  reached  Ostend,  very  late,  it  is  true, 
but  the  makers  succeeded  in  accomplishing 
what  they  wanted  to  do.  In  the  tourist  class, 
the  motor  cyclist,  Oilier,  covered  the  206  miles 
in  6  hours  50  minutes,  and  the  first  car  was  a 
Peugeot  four-seated  vehicle,  which  took  8 
hours  24  minutes.  In  the  racing  class  the 
vehicles  were  driven  at  an  extraordinary 
speed,  and  a  couple  of  cars  were  smashed  up. 
It  is  only  a  matter  for  wonder  that  the  drivers 
did  not  come  off  as  badly  as  their  vehicles. 
The  struggle  was  so  severe,  that  Levegh,  on 
a  Mors,  and  Girardon,  on  a  Pauhard,  arrived 
at  Ostend  so  close  together  that  the  judge 
had  to  declare  the  finish  a  dead  heat.  The 
time  for  the  distance  was  6  hours  11  minutes. 
The  motor  cyclist,  Baras,  however,  did  still 
better,  for  he  only  took  6  hours  8  minutes  to 
cover  the  205  miles. 


thinks,  has  not  reached  anywhere  near  such 
a  state  of  perfection  as  would  warrant  doing 
away  with  the  wagons  now  in  use.  As  far  as 
known,  the  substitution  would  save  a  con- 
siderable sum  in  the  matter  of  maintenance, 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  besides  the  compara- 
tive crudity  of  the  new  vehicles,  this  city 
already  has  more  than  .$60,000  invested  in 
wagons  and  horses,  and  before  any  change 
is  made  it  must  be  obvious  that  it  is  certainly 
for  the  better. 

It  is  probable  that  at  no  distant  date  the 
question  will  be  discussed  by  the  board,  in 
connection  with  some  requisition  for  a  new 
patrol  wagon.  If  at  such  a  time  the  purchase 
of  an  automobile  seems  feasible,  the  experi- 
ment is  likely  to  be  made.'  Chief  Croker,  of 
the  Fire  Department,  has  ordered  a  horseless 
carriage  for  his  own  use  in  going  to  fires, 
and  expressed  himself  a  day  or  two  ago  as 
in  favor  of  the  adaptation  of  the  plan  to  fire- 
engines.  Such  a  radical  change,  though,  will 
be  some  time  coming,  it  is  generally  thought. 


BEGINNING  THE  BOOM. 


No  Immediate  Horselessness. 

President  York,  of  the  Police  Board,  is  of 
the  opinion  that  there  will  be  no  early  action 
by  New  York  City  in  the  line  of  following 
the  lead  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  providing  au- 
tomobile   patrol    wagons.      The    system,    he 


Materials  and  Parts  Makers  Already  Receiving  Large 
Orders  from  Automobile  Makers. 

Cleveland,  Sept.  IG.— As  a  material  cen- 
tre for-  motor  vehicle  supplies  this  city  is 
probably  playing  as  important  a  figure  as  any 
large  city  in  the  country.  Nearly  all  of  the 
manufacturers  of  cycle  material  are  adapting 
their  lines  for  the  heavier  automobile,  while 
several  of  the  electrical  concerns  for  which 
Cleveland  is  a  prominent  centre  are  bidding 
for  business   in   the   new   enterprise. 

Last  week  the  Sipe  &  Sigler  Co.,  a  Cleve- 
land house,  who  are  famous  in  electrical 
circles  for  the  production  of  .storage  batteries, 
accepted  an  order  from  the  Woods  Moto^ 
Vehicle  Co.,  of  Chicago,  which  order  is  prob- 
ably the  largest  of  its  kind  ever  made.  It 
calls  for  $125,000  worth  of  storage  batteries 
for  use  in  the  Woods  electric  carriages.  The 
local  concern  are  now  shipping  six  complete 
sets  of  batteries  per  day  on  this  order,  and  the 
capacity  of  their  plant  is  being  increased  so 
that  the  complete  order  will  be  filled  on  short 
notice.  They  are  catering  especially  to  this 
class  of  business,  and,  it  might  be  added,  have 
a  battery  .which  is  said  to  be  superior  to  any- 
thing of  its  kind  for  use  in  electric  vehicles. 

The  Lincoln  Electric  Co.  is  another  con- 
cern who  can  interest  manufacturers  of  elec- 
tric carriages.  They  have  recently  designed 
a  small,  yet  powerful  motor,  which  has  been 
pronounced  a  decided  success  for  use  in  elec- 
tric carriages.  Local  experimenters  are  us- 
ing several  of  these  motors,  and  last  week 
the  Kensington  Motor  Vehicle  Co.,  of  Buf- 
falo, placed  an  order  for  a  number  for  use  m 
these  carriages. 

Both  the  Cleveland  Ball  &  Screw  Co.  and 
the  Grant  Ball  Co.  report  that  they  are  re- 
ceiving some  very  good  orders  for  large  sized 
balls  from  motor  carriage  manufacturers,  and 
both  concerns  say  they  are  prepared  to  fur- 
nish anything  of  the  kind  required,  on  very 
short   notice. 

A  representative  of  the  Shelby  Steel  Tube 
Co.  stated  a  few  days  ago  that  their  concern 
has  made  a  number  of  shipments  of  heavy 
gauge  tubing  to  motor  carriage  manufactur- 
ers lately,  and  the  indications  are  that  motor 
carriage  designers  are  working  into  the 
lighter  and  stronger  frame  work  which  can 
be  made  frorr;  steel  tubing. 
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September  21, 


SEES  NOTHINO  BIT  SICCESS. 


Accordiof   to   This    Visitor    American    Trade    Uas 

Nothing  to  Fear  Abroad,  and 

lie  Knows. 

Toledo,  Sept.  17.— Harry  H.  Nelson,  with 
Mrs.  Nelson,  is  spending  a  few  weeks  in  To- 
ledo. Mr.  Nelson  is  the  Paris  agent  and 
manager  of  the  Christy  Saddle  Co.,  and  was 
formerly  a  resident  of  this  city.  Mr.  Nel- 
son, in  speaking  of  the  work  of  the  Ameri- 
cans in  Europe,  said  to  The  Wheel  repre- 
sentative: "The  American  bicycle  and  the 
American  manufacturer  have  made  heavy  en- 
croachments on  the  foreign  trade.  We  have 
about  seventy-five  men  employed  in  our  fac- 
tory alone.  Under  the  consolidation  that  has 
been  perfected  this  number  will  now  be  large- 
ly increased.  All  the  popular  makes  of  sad- 
dles will  then  be  made  in  Europe. 

"American  bicycles  have  gained  a  firm 
foothold  in  France,  and  during  the  past  year 
about  20,000  were  imported  into  the  country. 
The  trade  in  them  is  growing,  and  we  shall 
see  that  amount  doubled  in  a  very  short  time. 
The  reason  for  this  is  found  in  the  fact  that 
France  has  seen  only  the  best  of  the  Amer- 
ican product.  I'he  better  grade  of  American 
wheels  can  compete  successfully  with  any- 
thing in  Europe,  and  the  French  have,  there- 
fore, every  respect  for  the  product.  In  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  Germany  and  Sweden  the 
trade  is  not  so  good  for  the  reason  that  the 
markets  were  flooded  with  cheap  product,  the 
small  tariff  permitting  this  to  be  done.  The 
result  has  'been  that  the  wheels  would  not 
stand  the  test,  and  these  countries  are  tired 
of  them,  and  the  general  trade  has  suffered  as 
a   consequence. 

"As  I  see  the  American  girls  go  by  on 
wTieels  I  cannot  fail  but  notice  that  women 
here  ride  better  than  the  French.  They  are 
more  graceful  and  do  not  wear  such  outland- 
ish costumes.  The  costumes  in  France  are 
far  from  modest.  When  I  arrived  in  Paris 
the  women  were  wearing  dresses  that  would 
not  be  permitted  in  any  American  city.  This 
is  being  reformed  now,  however,  and  the  cos- 
tume is  becoming  more  rational.  The  Amer- 
ican girl  is  my  ideal  wheelwoman." 


Recognize  the  Exposition's  Value. 

Editor  The  Wheel:  Our  attention  has 
been  called  to  an  editorial  in  your  valuable 
paper  of  recent  issue  in  regard  to  the  Na- 
tional Export  Exposition,  now  being  held  in 
Philadelphia.  Our  views  in  regard  to  the  im- 
portance of  representation  at  this  exposition 
are  certainly  in  line  with  yours.  We  note 
the  list  oi  manufacturers  in  the  trade  which 
you  give  as  represented,  and  wish  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  it  is  somewhat  in- 
complete, as  both  the  Snow  Wire  Works, 
Rochester,  and  ourselves  have  complete  dis- 
plays installed.     Yours  truly, 

BuLLis  Ball  Gear  Co., 
William  H.  Williamson,  Sec'y. 


SIAM'S   CHOICE  or  CYCLES. 


Favorites  Are  the    Ones    He   Has    Chosen  for    His 

Children's   Use. 

Toledo,  Sept.  17. — Five  Toledo  bicycles  will 
be  ridden  by  the  children  of  the  King  of 
Siani.  The  Toledo  Metal  Wheel  Co.  is  in 
receipt  of  an  order  to  make  the  five  wheels, 
and  they  will  be  turned  out  of  the  factory  and 
will  be  shipped  this  week.  The  order,  which 
came  by  cable  last  week,  is  from  Bangkok, 
Siam.  The  wheels  will  be  the  best  grade  of 
Favorites  manufactured  by  the  Toledo  peo- 
ple, and  each  will  bear  a  gold  nameplate, 
upon  which  will  be  engraved  the  special  name 
of  the  mount.  They  will  be  named  after  the 
king's  private  yacht.  Manager  Southard, 
when  showing  the  machines  to  a  Wheel 
man,  said  he  had  not  deciphered  the  name, 
'but  he  will  trust  to  the  jeweler  to  get  the 
Siamese  talk  all  right.  This  is  the  largest 
order  of  wheels  ever  received  in  America  for 
wheels  to  be  ridden  by  persons  of  royal  birth. 


Germans  Hold  This  Market. 

Cycling  has  become  quite  popular  at  Porto 
Alegre  during  the  last  year  or  two  in  spite  of 
the  hot-  climate  and  bad  roads,  which,  how- 
ever, have  been  much  improved  lately  in  the 
neighborhood  of  that  city.  There  are  two 
cycling  clubs  in  Porto  Alegre,  the  first  of 
which  was  established  in  1895,  with  only  four- 
teen members.  It  now  has  a  membership  of 
417.     This   club   consists   of  members   of  var- 


ious nationalities,  of  which  Brazilians  form 
a  considerable  portion.  The  other  club  is  of 
more  recent  formation  and  numbers  138 
members.  In  both  clubs  German  machines 
predominate.  This  may  be  accounted  for  by 
the  fact  that  the  pioneers  of  the  movement 
were  Germans,  who,  naturally,  used  and  in- 
troduced German  wheels.  Cheapness  may 
also  have  had  something  to  do  with  it  as  well 
as  that  the  first  machines  on  sale  there  were 
sent  for  by  a  German  house. 


WINDOW   DISPLAY. 


What  the  National  Capital  Has  to  Show  in  the  Way 
of  Showing  Goods. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Sept.  15. — Attractive 
■window  displays  sell  goods  is  a  trade  axiom 
full  of  meaning  and  results  to  the  practical 
cycle  dealer.  Displays  of  this  character  are 
not  alone  beneficial  to  the  dealer;  they  are  of 
material  profit  to  the  manufacturer,  for  what- 
ever assists  the  dealer  necessarily  must  bring 
its  reward  to  the  manufacturer  in  the  shape 
of  increased  orders.  The  dealers  of  this  city 
seem  to  thoroughly  recognize  this  proposi- 
tion, and  some  of  them  have  been  very  pro- 
gressive  in   carrying  it  out. 

ihe  appearance  of  the  store,  large  or  small, 
is  the  true  reflection  of  business.  Even  in  a 
meagrely  stocked  bicycle  store  there  are  com- 
modities that  lend  themselves  well  to  the  win- 
dow trimmer's  art,  and  an  attractive  window 
display  is  one  of  the  best  aids  to  the  selling 
of   bicycles. 

The  windows  of  the  local  branch  of  the 
Pope  Mfg.  Co.,  on  Fourteenth  street,  are 
large  and  lend  themselves  well  to  the  effective 
display  of  bicycles  and  sundries.  The  form 
which  these  displays  take  is  changed  often, 
and  thus  they  do  not  pall  upon  the  passer-by. 

A  recent  display  in  the  spacious  windows 
of  W.  T.  Robertson  &  Co.,  on  Tenth  street, 
was  most  effective.  A  number  of  Rambler 
bicycles  were  arranged  in  such  a  way  as  to 
bring  out  their  graceful  lines  to  the  best  ad- 
vantage, while  in  the  centre  of  the  picture 
was  the  price,  $40,  formed  of  bicycle  bells  of 
an  even  size.  The  effect  was  striking,  and 
never  failed  to  catch  the  eyes  of  the  thousands 
of  people  who  passed  the  store  every  day. 


At  Philadelphia. 

September  14  was 
opening  day  at  the 
Philadelphia  exposition. 
Early  this  week  the  few 
cycle  exhibits  had  not 
yet  been  put  in  place  and 
the  exhibitors  were  in  a 
state  of  mind  over  what 
they  declared  to  be  an 
arbitrary,  grasping  pol 
icy  on  the  part  of  the 
exposition  people. 
There  may  be,  as  there 
usually  is,  another  side 
to  this  wail.  One  thing 
seems  certain:  the  cy- 
cle trade  is  likely  to  be 
very  insufficiently  rep- 
resented. It  will  hurt 
our  export  trade.  The 
exposition  closes  No- 
vember 30.  If  anything 
can  be  done  by  the  cycle 
trade,  meantime,  it 
should    be    done. 
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EDITOR  The  Wheel;  How  to  share  in 
the  great  export  business  being  done 
in  bicycles,  parts  and  sundries  is  to  the  man- 
ufacturer thereof  the  iinportant  and  interest- 
ing question  of  the  hour.  The  columns  upon 
columns  of  matter  printed  on  the  subject  of 
exportation,  describing  America's  great  facil- 
ities and  ability  to  supply  the  markets  of  the 
world,  have,  to  an  extent,  been  beneficial  in 
an  educational  sense. 

More  important  still,  it  has  made  evident 
a  duty  to  sound  a  note  of  warning  and  give 
American  manufacturers  an  opportunity  to 
benefit  by  the  costly  experience  and  avoid  the 
disaster  and  loss  of  fortunes  that  befell  hun- 
dreds of  European  manufacturers  when  first 
undertaking  to  establish  a  demand  for  their 
products  in  foreign  markets. 

During  the  years  comprising  the  decade 
from  1880  to  1890  the  cycle  manufacturers  of 
Europe  shipped  to  this  country  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars'  worth  of  goods,  which, 
through  avoidable  errors,  resulted  in  losses 
from  one-half  to  sometimes  the  entire  cost  of 
shipments.  A  set  of  sharks,  a  numerous  class 
of  unscrupulous  rascals,  have  amassed  fortunes 
and  have  been  a  constant  menace  to  the  hon- 
orable,   straightforward    importing   houses. 

Under  the  garb  of  importing  commission 
njerchants  they  solicited  and  enticed  the  man- 
ufacturers, overzealous  and  anxious  to  do 
business,  to  consign  their  goods,  giving  orders 
irrespective  of  the  goods  being  suitable  to 
the  demands  of  the  market.  In  very  many 
instances  the  result  was  that  after  a  lapse  of 
time  and  perhaps  small  remittances  for  sales 
returned,  the  consignee  was  informed  that  his 
gcods  were  unsalable  and  almost  valueless; 
that  the  prices  at  which  sales  could  be  made 
would  scarcely  cover  the  amount  paid  in 
duties,  but  in  settlement  of  the  "unfortunate 
affair"  they  would,  out  of  their  own  pocket, 
offer  10  per  cent  in  full  settlement  of  in- 
voices. 

Nine  out  of  ten  times  those  very  machines 
or  sundries  had  been  marketed  at  good  profit 
on  invoice  prices.  The  occasions  have  not 
been  few  where  manufacturers  have  permitted 
themselves  to  be  bitten  a  second  time.  The 
old  motto  holds  good,  "Never  reach  too  far 
from  base  without  a  guide;"  and,  second,  to 
do  a  successful  and  profitable  export  business 
the  goods  must  be  made  suitable  for  intended 
markets.  The  fact  of  the  sharks  taking  ad- 
vantage of  failures  in  this  suitability  and  mak- 
ing that  their  excuse  for  not  paying  is  con- 
firmation  o,f  its  importance. 

Another  mode  of  robbing  manufacturers 
prjcticed  in  the  past,  while  not  so  apparent, 
resulted  in  even  greater  loss'  in  sums  total. 
It  was  the  taking  of  undue  advantage  of  the 
slightest  divergence  in  the  deliveries  of  orders 
given,  instances  of  slight  imperfections,  dif- 
ference of  color,  shapes,  weight,  quality,  or 
quantity.  The  entire  cost  as  charged  in  in- 
voice, including  amounts  of  duties  paid  the 
Government,  would  be  charged  back,  wiping 


out  not  only  the  profit  but  also  the  entire 
actual  cost  of  manufacture.  The  sending  to 
a  foreign  market  of  one  slightly  imperfect 
article  among  thousands  of  perfect  articles,  in 
filling  orders,  has  resulted  in  a  costly  lesson, 
learned   and  paid   for  by   Europeans. 

Americans,  especially  cycle  makers  traveling 
abroad,  have  long  since  known  that  the  home 
markets  of  Europe  handled  principally  im- 
perfectly made,  and  what  are  known  as  sec- 
onds, of  manufactures  of  worldwide  reputa- 
tion, while  the  general  excellence  and  perfect 
make  of  those  same  manufacturers'  products 
on  sale  at  the  counters  throughout  America 
are  as  well  known.  The  live  Yankee  manu- 
facturer will  not  only  guess  the  reasons,  but 
will  benefit  twofold,  and  learn  that  to  ship  an 
imperfect  wheel,  part  or  equipment  abroad 
means  all-round  disaster;  that  the  coming  to 
this  market  of  perfect  goods  only  made  com- 
petition keen,  and  forced  the  output  to  be  of 
the  best  standard  in  every  respect. 

A.  L.  S.,  ex-Britisher. 


An  Accurate  Measurement. 

'Cyclometers  are  great  companions,  but 
when  the  rider  of  exact  mind  discovers  that 
the  cyclometer  in  which  he  has  "reposed  his 
trust,  and  by  which  he  has  sworn  full  many 
a  time  and  oft,  is  inaccurate,  then  pleasure  in 
the  meter  fails.  The  cyclometers  in  use  to- 
day are  ingenious  and  cheap,  but  they  are  not 
always  absolutely  accurate.  Assuming,  how- 
ever, that  any  one  of  them  was  a  perfect  in- 
strument when  in  use  under  perfect  condi- 
tions, the  results  shown  thereon  after  a  ride 
would  be  incorrect  to  the  extent  produced  by 
the  deflection  of  the  rider  from  the  straight 
line  when  riding,  and  the  difference  in  the 
diameter  of  his  front  wheel  when  in  use  from 
the  28  inch  to  the  30  inch,  to  which  the  little 
instrument  is  planned. 

To  render  a  cyclometer  an  absolutely  reli- 
able instrument  it  would  have  to  be  con- 
structed with  some  means  of  adjustable  com- 
pensation for  the  wheel  error  at  least.  But 
with  the  public  educated  to  the  purchase  of 
cyclometers  at  bargain-counter  prices  this  is 
not  likely  to  arrive,  even  if  there  was  a  cry- 
ing need  for  so  much  accuracy,  which  need  it 
must  be  admitted  does  not  exist. 


Changing  Tires  Around. 

A  matter  of  considerable  interest  to  riders 
is  the  preservation  of  tires,  and  it  puzzles 
many  to  understand  why  the  rear  one  should 
show  the  effects  of  wear  sooner  than  the 
other.  During  a  discussion  of  this  recently 
it  was  suggested  by  an  old-timer  that  the  prac- 
tice of  changing  the  tires  from  the  rear  to  the 
forward  wheel  has  become  quite  common 
among  riders,  and  in  this  manner  a  pair  of 
tires  can  be  used  for  two  seasons.  The  ad- 
justment of  the  saddle  over  the  rear  wheel 
is  responsible  to  a  large  degree  for  this  con- 
dition, but  by  changing  the.  tires  a'bout  every 
six  months  in  the  manner  indicated  they  re- 
tain  their   life.     The    rear   wheel    also    suffers 


more  from  punctures  than  the  front  one,  for 
the  reason  that  by  a  switch  of  the  handle- 
bars glass  and  like  substances  may  be  avoided 
by    the    forward    wheel. 


Does  the  Horse  Out  of  a  Job. 

There  are  automobiles  and  horseless  wag- 
ons, but  the  horseless  wagon  that  can  be  seen 
on  a  Newark  street  almost  any  evening 
beats  them  all.  It,  to  all  appearances,  is  one 
of  those  new-fangled  wagons,  having  pneu- 
matic tires,  lamp,  steering  gear  and  a  bell  to 
warn  pedestrians;  but  as  it  bowls  along  it 
will  be  discovered  that,  although  the  propul- 
sion is  not  through  the  agency  of  a  horse 
or  motor  either,  the  result  is  brought  out 
by  man  power.  Two  brothers  have  fitted  out 
this  unique  wagon.  They  take  turns  push- 
ing the  vehicle  along,  one  sitting  in  front, 
clanging  the  bell  and  steering,  while  the  other 
runs  behind,  furnishing  the  power.  A  buggy 
with  the  shafts  removed  and  a  steering  gear, 
gong  and  lamp  are  thus  improvised,  and  a 
person  would  really  think  at  first  sight  it  was 
an  automobile,  did  he  not  discover  the  man 
power  behind. 


Insurance  Extraordinary. 

An  accident  company  in  Aberdeen,  Scot- 
land, offers  novel  policies  to  cyclists.  For 
a  half-crown  (62-^  cents)  the  bicycle  itself  is 
insured  to  the  extent  of  $100  against  fire, 
burglary  and  theft  anywhere  in  the  kingdom, 
while  in  respect  of  the  rider,  $125  is  pay- 
able on  death  or  permanent  disablement, 
half  the  amount  for  the  loss  of  one  hand,  foot 
or  eye,  and  $1.25  weekly  during  half  a  year 
for  total  disablement  occasioned  by  riding, 
mounting  or  dismounting.  Larger  sums  are 
to  be  had  at  still  easier  rates  up  to  $2,500  and 
$25  a  week  for  a  yearly  premium  of  $6.  An 
extra  half-crown  added  to  any  premium 
covers  $100  of  personal  damage  done  by  the 
insured  to  other  people. 


A  Concern  to  Tie  To. 

The  attention  of  American  houses  seeking 
foreign  representation  is  directed  to  the  fol- 
lowing fact:  G.  H.  Smith  &  Co.,  export 
buyers,  60  Anerley  Park,  London,  England, 
arc  in  the  market  to  represent  American  firms 
in  London  and  throughout  Europe.  Mr. 
Smith  was  a  correspondent  of  The  Wheel 
for  years,  and  his  reputation  is  above  re- 
proach. He  has  traveled  over  the  entire 
world,  and  for  some  years  past  has  devoted 
himself  to  the  bicycle  end  motor  vehicle  bus- 
iness. Correspondence  with  this  concern 
might  lead  to  a  very  good  foreign  connection. 


The  End  and  the  Means. 

One  great  waste  of  force  in  the  trade  is 
cumbersome  methods.  Simplify  your  detail. 
Handle  your  business  -with  as  few  motions  as 
possible.  Keep  as  few  records  as  possible, 
but  have  them  connect.  Look  over  your 
business  and  see  wherein  you  can  save  time. 
To  save  time  is  to  save  money;  likewise  to 
save  time   is  to  lengthen  life. 


Sometimes  They  Are  Good. 

A  catchy  jingle  will  stick  in  the  mind  long- 
er than  any  other  form  of  language,  a  point 
that  certain  bright  advertisers  have  been 
quick  to  take  advantage  of.  It  is  effective  in 
street  car  advertising  and  in  window  cards. 
It  is  also  effective  in  newspaper  and  maga- 
zine work  when  properly  used. 


18 


September  21, 


•^■•••-••••••••••'•••*»**««a»«««" 


-•-••••••••*•'••••••••»•-••*•«•»•- 


•••*•••••««»•»•*••>••*••-•-••. 


EVERYTHING    FROM    EVERYWHERE. 


•••»•«•»•»•«•»•»•- 


«•••••••«•••••••■••••••••*••••••• 


...^ 


To  avoid   skidding  on   a   wet   surface   press 
heavily  on  handles. 


He    who   loves    and    wheels    away    will    live 
to  love  another  day. 


When   a  rider  borrows  trouble  the   interest 
eats  up  the  principal. 


When   people    pick  flaws    in    a    wheel    they 
usually  pick  the  largest  ones  they  can  find. 


The   rider   who   never   cares   what  is   going 
to  happen  has  very  little  trouble  in  this  world. 


It's  no  wonder  the  way  of  the  transgressor 
is  hard  considering  the  amount  of  cycle  travel 
there  is  on  it. 


I'he  wages  of  constant,  careful  cycling  is 
abundant  'health,  and  what  is  more  is,  the  pay- 
ment  is   prompt. 


Nine  girls  out  of  ten  take  up  the  pastime 
of  cycling  to  show  off  their  costumes  and  to 
captivate  the  unwary. 


The  racing  man  who  always  goes  on  the 
principle  that  discretion  is  the  better  part 
of  valor  is  often  a  rank  coward. 


The  men  who  are  always  giving  advice  to 
other  riders  are  often  the  ones  who  wouldn't 
give  anything  away  of  any  earthly  account. 


A  new  sign  has  been  added  to  the  German 
railway  time  tables — a  picture  of  a  bicycle 
indicating  which  express  trains  carry  wheels. 


The  scorcher  went  tearing  down  the  road, 
setting  a  pace  to  cause  regret;  he  met  a  far- 
mer's heavy  load,  died,  and  may  be  scorching 
yet. 


Lots  of  men  marry  wheelwomen  because 
they  want  to  prevent  them  from  ensnaring 
other  men,  and  because  they  don't  want  to 
hurt  their  feelings. 


When  riding  up  an  incline  fill  the  lungs 
with  each  breath  to  their  utmost  capacity; 
it  is  surprising  how  this  will  enable  the  cy- 
clist to  mount  a  long  hill. 


Every  girl  is  proud  of  being  thouglit  prac- 
tical, but  just  give  her  wheel  a  breakdown 
and  a  man  passing  by,  and  she  will  soon  con- 
vince him  of  her  ignorance. 


The  around-the-world-without-a-cent  fraud 
's  called  a  chaussiergrabentapezierer  in  Ger- 
many. It  is  safe  to  infer  that  he  never  can 
be  induced  to  tell  what  he  is. 


When  one  is  troubled  with  saddle  soreness, 
it  is  a  good  tip  to  -change  the  tilt  of  the  saddle 
to  a  different  angle.  By  .this  means  the  pres- 
sure is  put  upon  other  muscles. 


You  should  choose  your  saddle  as  yon 
would  a  glove  or  shoe.  The  saddle  should  be 
built  to  suit  the  rider,  instead  of  the  ridei 
di&tonting  himself  to  suit  the  saddle. 


To  brighten  tJie   enamel,   wash  with  a  soft 
linen    cloth    and    lukewarm   water,    dry    thor- 


oughly with  a  soft  cloth  and  afterwards  polish 
with  a  solution  of  beeswax  in  spirits  of  tur- 
pentine. 

When  a  girl  definitely  makes  up  her  mind 
to  have  a  particular  man  she  begins  to  make 
detrimental  remarks  about  a  single  wheel, 
and  to  tell  him  how  she  would  love  to  try 
a  tandem. 


To  avoid  colds  after  riding  in  misty  or  bad 
weather,  is  before  taking  a  bath  to  place  a 
couple  of  handfuls  of  common  salt  in  the 
water,  after  which  the  ,most  delicate  need 
not  fear  a  cold. 


According  to  the  "Sarato,gian" — "The 
wheelmen's  crusade  for  better  roads  is  be- 
coming intense."  Never  was  a  crusade  that 
wasn't  intense,  although  most  of  them  are 
in  the  past  tense. 


To  clean  grease  stains  from  your  cycling 
clothes,  take  a  little  fuller's  earth,  mixed  with 
water  to  a  stiiT  paste;  spread  over  the  spots 
and  leave  on  for  two  or  three  days,  when  it 
may  be  'brushed  ofif. 


Many  people  are  now  learning  that  the 
automobile  can  be  not  only  balky,  but  may 
become  so  fractious  as  to  run  into  trees; 
and  an  auto  cannot  be  coaxed  by  a  bundle  of 
hay  suspended  in  front  of  it. 

W'hen  cycling,  if  you  wish  to  drink  from  a 
spring  and  have  neglected  to  furnish  yourself 
with  the  necessary  drinking  cup  a  very  good 
substitute  will  be  made  by  unscrewing  the  top 
part  of  the  bell  on  your  machine. 


Taco'ma  has  twenty-two  and  a  half  miles  of 
cycle  paths  within  its  city  limits,  and  these 
connect  with  fourteen  miles  more  which  the 
county  has  provided.  This  gives  Wash- 
ington almost  40  miles  of  good  paths. 


When  a  nut  repeatedly  works  its  way  off, 
owing  to  the  wearing  of  the  thread,  it  is  a 
good  plan  to  cover  the  thread  with  rosin 
before  screwing  the  nut  tight.  Prior  to  putting 
on  the  nut,  however,  it  should  be  slightly 
warmed. 


"Put  a  fool  on  a  wheel  and  he  will  ride  to 
destruction,"  makes  a  very  good  reading  of 
an  old  saw.  But  when  the  fool  on  his  way  to 
his  proper  destination  thinks  well  to  smash 
into  other  people  it  is  time  to  put  a  limit  to 
his    folly. 


If  your  feet  become  blistered  while  touring, 
and  the  blisters  get  broken  through  riding 
wi'th  unsuitable  shoes,  remember  that  it  is  a 
good  plan  to  well  soak  the  stocking  at  the 
place  which  touches  the  blister,  when  the  pain 
will  be  greatly  alleviated. 


Should  you  have  occasion  to  ride  in  trous- 
ers when  you  have  forgotten  the  necessary 
trouser  clips,  just  fold  over  the  bottoms 
the  same  as  if  to  aflix  the  clips  and  then 
turn  them  up  twice;  they  will  keep  in  place 
and  prevent  any  danger  of  soiling  from  touch- 
ing the  machine. 


When  cleaning  the  chain,  allow  the  ma- 
chine to  lean  toward  you.  If  this  is  done, 
all  dirt,  oil  or  water  falling  from  it  will  be 
clear  of  the  tires.  Oil  does  the  rubber  no 
good,  even  if  it  is  wiped  off  immediately, 
while  if  allowed  to  remain  on  it  rapidly  eats 
its  way  through,  and  the  result  is  disastrous. 


The  Emperor  of  Germany  has  decided  that 
henceforth  officers  in  uniform  shall  be  allowed 
to  ride  bicycles  in  the  streets  of  Berlin.  The 
Emperor  further  allows  the  use  of  'the  bicycle 
during  service  hours,  so  that  civilians  shall 
s'liortly  see  officers  spinning  out  O'U  their  ma- 
chines to  the  shooting  ranges  and  exercise 
grounds. 


Soap  is  a  useful  preventive  of  blisters  on 
the  feet.  Before  starting  for  a  long  ride, 
protect  yourself  against  blisters  by  soaping 
the  feet  of  the  stockings  on  the  inside.  For 
a  blistered  heel  a  useful  application  is  made 
or  a  little  yellow  soap  made  into  a  paste  with 
water  and  laid  on  the  place.  For  broken 
blisttrs  on  hands  or  feet,  zinc  ointment  is 
very  useful. 


Cushman  &  Denison,  makers  of  the  re- 
nowned "Perfect,"  »  "Star,"  "Leader,"  and 
"Gem"  pocket  oilers,  say  that  their  output  for 
lyoo  will  comprise  the  present  models,  with 
such  improvements  as  experience  has  sug- 
gested. They  have  altered  the  packing  of 
the  valve  in  the  "Perfect,"  making  it  even 
tighter  and  more  durable  than  before.  The 
arrangement  of  the  self-closing  valve  is 
in    every    way    satisfactory. 


Before  removing  the  tire  or  talking  of  "por- 
osity," make  sure  that  it  is  not  the  valve 
which  is  at  fault.  This  can  be  ascertained 
by  taking  a  glass  of  water  and  placing  it 
close  up  to  the  rim  of  the  machine,  immersing 
the  valve.  If  air-bubbles  arise,  the  valve  leaks, 
To  remedy  this  see  that  the  valve  is  screwed 
tight  up  to  the  rim,  also  that  the  sleeve  inside 
is  in  good  order,  and  further,  clean  the  thread 
of  the  screw  and  the  inside  of  the  valve  cap, 
as  a  little  dust  or  grit  will  sometimes  pre- 
vent the    screw   biting   properly. 


The  scorcher  does  not  scorch  from  choice. 
A  French  physician  has  discovered  that 
scorching,  or  the  desire  to  get  over  the 
ground,  is  a  disease  which  he  calls  "locomotor 
hysteria."  The  malady  is,  he  states,  Hke 
laughter,  extremely  catching,  and  one  mem- 
ber of  a  cycling  party  suffering  from  the  com- 
plaint will  (|uickly  communicate  it  to  the 
olher  members  of  the  party.  There  is  evi- 
dently something  in  .jhe  Frenchman's  con- 
clusions, for  it  is  often  noticeable  that  one 
scorcher  will  turn  a  <|uiet  run  into  a  motley, 
surging,  sweating,  tearing  crowd  of  maniacs, 
careering  down  the  road  for  no  reason  what- 
ever. Make  yourself  thorongldy  acquainted 
with  the  manipulation  of  your  tires  at  home. 
Don't  wait  until  you  have  a  puncture,  or  you 
may  find  it  a  very  dit"ficult  matter  to  do  the 
needful  when  necessity  arises,  especially  if 
you  are  alone. 


1899. 


21 


^.►.. 


AN  OITSIDER'S  OPINION. 


I 

s 


He  Asserts  and  Gives  Arguments  to  Prove  that  the 
Combining  of  Trade  Capital  Is  Not  a  Harmful  Thing. 


EDITOR  of  The  Wheel:— There  are  two 
sides  to  everything,  and  the  "trust"  idea 
is  no  exception  to  this.  I  have  read  consid- 
erable about  the  iniquity  of  tlae  A.  B.  C. 
combine,  and  the  harm  it  was  going  to  do  the 
■'little  fellow;"  but  I  have  not  read  nearly  so 
much  about  what  the  A.  B.  C.  will  do  for  the 
"other  fellow,"  how  it  will  affect  cycle  mak- 
ing, cycle  selling  and  cycle  riding.  Perhaps 
this  too  may  prove  interesting.  Since  the 
cycle  trade  is  too  young  to  have  had  any  prior 
experience  in  this  line,  suppose  we  study  the 
question — concerning  individual  transport — 
from  the  fairest  of  all  viewpoints — that  of  the 
great  transportation  lines. 

It  is  probable  that  we  are  yet  to  see,  on  even 
a  greater  scale  than  heretofore,  the  consoli- 
dation of  capital  in  all  industrial  enterprises, 
and  in  no  other  field  to  such  an  extent  as  in 
the  metal  industries,  to  which  cycle  mak- 
ing is  indissolubly  allied.  From  the  incep- 
tion of  the  idea  of  corporate  management  in 
the  manufacturing  field  its  tendency  has  been 
constantly  toward  a  broader  development,  in- 
dicating that  beneath  the  system  must  lie 
some  sound  principle.  In  case  this  is  itrue,  the 
permanency  of  the  control  of  great  indus- 
tries by  large  aggregations  of  capital  is  inev- 
itable, all  public  agitation  against  "trusts"  to 
the  contrary  noitwithstanding.  Something 
may  be  learned  from  the  results — or  lack  of 
results — of  the  great  popular  movements  in 
the  past  aimed  at  the  power  of  the  railway 
cO'mpanies,  the  first  great  corporations  devel- 
oped in  this  country. 

The  enmity  to  railway  consolidation  was  due 
to  the  idea  that  the  accumulation  of  so  much 
capital  in  the  hands  of  a  few  corporations 
would  make  the  latter  powerful  beyond  all 
control,  cutting  of¥  competition  and  compel- 
ling users  of  the  rOad  to  pay  tribute  at  a  rate 
which  would  rob  labor  of  its  just  rewards. 
Such  an  economic  condition  as  was  portrayed 
by  the  impassioned  orators  of  the  agrarian 
movements  in  the  West  a  few  years  ago 
would,  indeed,  be  fearful  to  contemplate.  But 
such  a  condition  could  not  exist,  even  with  all 
the  help  of  favorable  laws  enacted  by  legis- 
latures subservient  to  shrewd  railway  lobby- 
ists. It  was  overlooked  by  the  opponents  of 
monopoly  that  a  railway  operated  on  the  idea 
of  robbing  the  people  would  soon  defeat  its 
object  by  putting  a  check  upon  all  productive 
capacity,  and  hence  upon  traffic.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  greater  the  public  service  rendered 
by  the  transportation  companies,  the  greater 
their  profits,  other  things  being  equal. 

Before  the  late  Commodore  Vanderbilt 
turned  his  attention  to  this  subject  railways 
were  looked  upon  here  in  the  East  as  a  means 
of  affording  opportunities  for  stock  jobbing 
rather  than  profits  from  operation,  and  he  did 
much  to  give  a  turn  to  affairs  which  reversed 
the  conditions.  His  policy  was,  first,  to  own 
the  railways  to  be  managed;  secondly,  to  con- 
solidate them  as  far  as  possible;  and  thirdly, 
to  operate  them   in  the  interests  of  the  ship- 


ping public  as  the  most  certain  means  of  in- 
suring a  profit  from  traffic.  The  times  were 
hardly  ripe,  in  Vanderbilt's  day,  for  ideal  man- 
agement, no  matter  in  whose  hands,  but  it  is 
safe  to  say  that  these  three  little  rules  have 
proved  the  basis  of  the  soundest  and  most 
successful  railway  business  down  to  the  pres- 
ent time. 

A  significant  fact  is  that  in  some  of  the 
States  in  which  the  strictest  anti-railway  legis- 
lation was  enacted,  laws  of  an  opposite  char- 
acter have  come  into  existence,  while  in  some 
other  States  the  restrictive  enactments  have 
been  permitted  to  become  a  dead  letter.  And 
in  the  end,  no  doubt,  the  conclusion  will 
be  general  that  large  transportation  systems 
can,  if  their  managements  are  so  disposed, 
render  a  better  service  to  the  public  than  a 
great  number  of  unconnected  local  lines,  such 
as  were  the  product  of  the  first  stage  of  rail- 
way development  in  America.  Not  only  this, 
but  that  the  managers  of  such  systems  must 
be  disposed  to  give  every  shipper  the  largest 
possible  value  for  his  money.  The  whole  sit- 
uation has  shaped  itself  along  the  fixed  lines 
of  evolution,  resulting  in  the  survival  of  the 
fittest  elements  in  management,  without  any 
particular  lasting  effect  from  public  clamor 
or  the  work  of  legislators. 

From  fighting  the  railway  interests  the 
same  political  elements  have  directed  their 
energy  in  recent  campaigns  against  the  con- 
solidation of  capital  for  industrial  purposes. 
Without  stopping  to  pass  judgment  upon  any 
one  of  these  consolidations,  or  upon  the 
merits  of  the  attacks  made  upon  it,  I  may 
point  out  the  similarity  of  the  elements  of  the 
situation  to  those  existing  in  the  transporta- 
tion field.  Without  the  corporate  form  of  or- 
ganization— that  is,  if  railway  building  had 
been  restricted  to  the  efforts  of  individual 
capitalists  operating  alone — does  anyone  sup- 
pose that  there  would  be  so  many  miles  of 
railways  in  the  United  States,  so  well  equip- 
ped, so  well  operated,  or  rendering  a  service 
at  rates  so  low  as  at  present? 

The  continuation  of  the  old  system  might 
have  provided  the  public  with  better  trans- 
portation facilities  than  the  stage  coach  and 
farm  wagon,  but  with  nothing  comparable 
with  what  shippers  now  enjoy.  Later  it  may 
be  possible  to  make  a  similar  comparison  with 
regard  to  certain  great  industrial  enterprises. 

Without  doubt  it  will  be  found  that  perman- 
ency of  great  industrial  consolidations  like  the 
A.  B.  C.  will  be  found  only  in  the  case  of  such 
as  are  devoted  to  the  production,  at  low  prices, 
of  goods  that  are  in  wide  demand,  whereas 
any  suggestion  of  prices  raised  to  an  unrea- 
sonable or  an  unnecessary  degree  will  lead 
to  a  speedy  collapse  of  the  offending  company 
through  the  organization  of  competing  con- 
cerns. Here,  as  in  the  case  of  railways,  prof- 
its can  result  only  from  rendering  a  definite 
service  to  the  community  at  a  price  which  the 
community  can  afford  to  pay.    Thus  is  provid- 


ed a  safety  valve  which  should  calm  the  fears 
of  such  as  now  take  alarm  at  every  new  com- 
bination of  two  or  more  concerns  into  one. 
The  new  management  in  such  cases  generally 
is  the  same  as  that  of  the  old  companies,  and 
hence  is  likely  to  prove  as  sagacious  in  bus- 
iness in  the  new  as  in  the  old  relations,  and 
to  appreciate  the  importance  of  avoiding  even 
the  semblance  of  speculating  on  the  neces- 
sities of  the  public  in  fixing  the  prices  of  their 
products. 

As  for  the  smaller  industrial  concerns  which 
may  be  forced  out  of  existence,  or  to  adapt 
their  business  to  new  conditions,  their  sacri- 
fice is  only  a  part  of  the  price  which  must  be 
paid  for  progress.  I'hey  must  go  the  way  of 
the  velocipede  with  the  advent  of  the  bicycle, 
or  of  the  business  of  many  a  substantial  vil- 
lage which  has  been  overshadowed  by  the 
growth  of  a  rival.  Whatever  is  for  the  great- 
est good  must  prevail  in  the  end,  and  if  a 
concern  capitalized  at  millions  can  produce 
bicycles  or  anything  else  at  a  lower  cost  than 
one  with  only  thousands  invested,  no  amount 
of  sympathy  for  the  "little  fellow"  will  save 
him  from  being  crowded  out. 

An  Outsider. 


WHAT'S  IN  A  NAME? 


Very    Many    Queer   Things,    Is    the    Reply   of   the 
Machinist. 

There  are,  perhaps,  few  except  those  who 
have  had  much  translating  of  technical  liter- 
ature from  English  into  foreign  languages, 
who  have  any  idea  of  how  many  absolutely 
meaningless  names  have  been  drawn  from 
the  animal  kingdom,  and  which  very  sel- 
dom can  be  rendered  in  their  technical  sense 
by  their  actual  equivalent. 

Thus  the  machinist  in  a  big  cycle  factory 
employs  a  dog  on  his  lathes,  he  takes  a  hog 
cut,  if  the  tool  will  stand  it;  castings  are  made 
from  pigs  of  iron,  which  in  turn  were  fed  from 
a  sow._  Work  is  set  upon  a  horse  or  buck,  and 
punched  or  bent  by  a  convenient  bear;  screws 
are  turned  by  a  monkey  wrench.  Hoisting 
is  done  by  a  crab,  and  a  convenient  cat  is  part 
of  the  outfit  of  a  shop  crane,  and  a  kit  of  tools 
is  ever  at  hand.  A  crow  helps  to  straighten 
work,  a  jack  to  lift  it,  a  mule  pulley  aids  in 
driving  machinery  that  a  donkey  engine  turns. 
A  fish  connects  parts  end  to  end,  or  strength- 
ens a  broken  beam;  shells  are  used' all  over; 
a  worm  does  powerful  but  quiet  work.  A 
cock  shuts  off  the  water,  one  kind  of  a  ram 
raises  it  and  another  does  heavy  work. 

Going  further  it  is  found  that  a  printing  press 
has  a  fiy;  the  first  locomotives  had  a  grass- 
hopper valve  motion  and  drive,  and  butter- 
fly valves  are  common.  Herring-bone  gears 
are  used  by  the  best  builders;  turtles  fit  print- 
ing press  cylinders,  and  fly  wheels  are  run- 
ning all  over  the  world.  In  drilling  even  an 
old  man  is  called  into  service,  and  doctors 
prevent  faulty  lathe  work. 

But  from  the  human  body  itself  the  machin- 
ists borrow  the  name  of  nearly  every  princi- 
pal part,  as  head,  neck  and  chest;,  arm,  leg  and 
toe;  heel,  sole  and  foot;  elbow,  shoulder,  wrist 
and  knee;  knuckle  arid  finger;  rib  and  dia- 
phragm; eye,  ear,  n-ose  and  cheek;  mouth, 
tongue  and  tooth;  throat  and  gullet:  back, 
side  and  belly. 

From  the  minor  animals  also  they  get  snout 
and  horn,  tail  and  claw,  wing  and  feather, 
quill  and  spur,  fin  and  scale.  Exasperating 
to  foreigners  learning  these  technical  terms 
from  the  catalogues  and  such  like  we  send 
them    asking    for   their   orders. 
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WAR  ON  F4IRCHILD. 


Ohio    Members   of   the    Century    Road    Club 
Declare  Against  the  Club's  Secre- 
tary. 

Cleveland,  Sept.  18. — There  is  trouble  in 
the  Ohio  division  of  the  Century  Road  Club, 
and  from  present  indications  it  seems  prob- 
able that  the  centurions  of  the  Buckeye  State 
will  withdraw  from  the  national  organization 
and  form  a  club  of  their  own.  The  chief  ob- 
jection to  the  parent  body  seems  to  be  that 
some  of  the  officials  are  unpopular  in  this 
section.  Particularly  is  this  true  of  the  sec- 
retary, C.  M.  Fairchild,  who  was  formerly  a 
resident  of  Cleveland,  and  is  well  known  here. 
The  sentiment  against  the  Windy  City  maii 
is  unanimous  in  Cleveland,  and  at  present  it 
is  evident  that  unless  he  resigns  or  is  re- 
moved, the  local  club,  which  is  the  strongest 
in  the  State,  will  bolt  in  a  body,  and  as  there 
is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  Toledo  or- 
ganization will  follow  suit,  it  will  mean  a  new 
State  club,  the  two  organizations  mentioned 
having  a  majority  of  the  State  membership. 

The  feeling  against  Fairchild  is  of  long 
standing.  Several  years  ago  he  was  secre- 
tary, and  it  was  claimed  that  he  was  "in- 
duced" to  give  up  his  office  by  the  Executive 
Board,  headed  by  William  A.  Skinkle,  of  this 
city,  at  that  time  president  of  the  club. 
When  C.  W.  Mears,  of  this  city,  resigned  from 
the  office  about  two  years  ago,  Fairchild  ap- 
plied for  the  office,  and  it  is  said  that  al- 
though vigorous  protest  was  made  by  certain 
Cleveland  members,  'ne  was  reappointed  by 
President  Kreitenstein.  Since  then  the  For- 
est City  centurions  have  not  ceased  in  their 
attempts  to  again  remove  Fairchild  from 
office. 

Last  fall  it  was  hoped  that  he  would  be  de- 
feated in  the  re-election,  and  every  effort  was 
made  to  throw  support  to  other  candidates, 
but  unfortunately  for  the  Clevelanders,  no 
other  candidate  appeared,  and  the  Chicago 
gentleman  again  took  the  chair.  Two  months 
ago  the  local  members  filed  a  bill  of  com- 
plaints, which  resulted  in  bringing  President 
Mace  to  this  city  to  investigate  the  matter.  A 
meeting  of  the  Executive  Board  was  called 
to  meet  in  Chicago  on  August  26,  to  take  ac- 
tion, but  for  some  inexplicable  reason  the 
board  members  failed  to  meet,  and  the  matter 
was  dropped  so  far  as  the  national  organi- 
zation was  concerned.  A  joint  meeting  of 
the  Toledo  and  Cleveland  clubs  will  take 
place  in  the  former  city  within  a  few  days, 
and  there  is  every  prospect  of  a  secession 
movement. 

The  leaders  of  the  local  club  believe  that  a 
new  organization  should  have  a  much  broader 
scope  than  has  ever  been  attempted  by  the 
old  club.  They  believe  that  it  should  assume 
control  of  road  racing  in  this  State,  and  they 
point  to  a  number  of  recent  cases  where  prizes 
have  been  won  by  "ringers"  in  support  of 
this  view. 


"WHERE  ARE  WE  AT?" 


Retailers  Ask  Themselves  This  Question  and  Answer 
It  Differently. 

Trust  or  no  Trust  is  the  all-important  topic 
of  those  Cleveland  retailers  who  have  decided 
to  remain  in  the  business  another  season.  It 
is  not  the  question  of  a  policy  for  extending 
credit   in   the   sale   of   wheels,   but  rather   the 


question  of  the  best  policy  to  pursue  in  se- 
lecting lines  for  1900. 

Usually  at  this  time  ol  the  year  the  retailer 
is  satisfied  to  busy  himself  with  collections  of 
the  past  season's  sales  without  bothering  his 
head  about  new  lines,  but  this  year  there  is 
a  very  important  point  which  must  be  settled 
in  the  near  future;  to  swear  by  the  bicycle 
combination  or  to  purchase  wheels  from  out- 
side concerns.  It  seems  to  be  the  general 
opinion  among  Cleveland  retailers  that  they 
cannot  well  afford  to  tie  themselves  strictly 
to  the  products  of  combination  factories. 
Said  one  well-known  dealer  to  a  Wheel  man 
the    other    day: 

"For  the  past  two  or  three  months  I  have 
■been  making  casual  inquiries  among  my  cus- 
tomers regarding  the  kind  of  wheel  they  ex- 
pect to  buy  another  year;  that  is,  as  regards 
combination  or  non-combination  machines, 
the  prices  and  quality  being  equal,  and  I  find 
that  among  certain  classes  there  is  a  decided 
aversion  to  purchasing  anything  which 
smacks  of  Trust.  Next  season  I  believe  many 
people  will  prefer  to  buy  a  machine  which  is 
not  so  well  known,  and  which  may  possibly 
cost  a  trifle  more  than  some  other  better 
known  wheel,  simply  because  the  latter  is  the 
product  of  a  combination.  For  this  reason  I 
do  not  see  how  we  can  well  afford  to  tie 
ourselves  down  to  the  combination  lines.  If 
we  'Can  arrange  to  handle  as  many  lines  as 
we  like,  as  in  the  past,  well  and  good;  but  we 
do  not  propose  to  tie  ourselves  down  to  an}- 
exclusive  policy,  even  if  we  have  to  give 
some  of  the  best-known  makes  of  wheels 
the  go  by." 

The  report  is  current  among  the  retail  stores 
that  H.   A.    Lozier   &   Co.'s  big  headquarters 


is  to  be  utilized  as  the  distributing  point  for 
the  product  of  the  combination  in  this  dis- 
trict. The  establishment  is  commodious, 
centrally  located  and  in  all  well  equipped  for 
a  store  of  this  kind. 

A  point  which  is  especially  noticeable 
among  Cleveland  stores  at  this  time,  is  that 
nearly  all  of  those  concerns  which  propose 
to  keep  open  during  the  winter  months  have 
taken  on  some  sort  of  a  side  line.  One  lead- 
ing establishment  has  just  added  a  line  of 
shot-guns,  football  furnishings  and  other 
goods  adapted  for  fall  and  winter  sport. 
Phonographs  and  music  boxes  are  to  be  found 
in  two  or  three  stores,  while  one  dealer 
has  added  a  line  of  sewing  machines  of  a  pop- 
ular make.  Still  another  manager  is  already 
making  a  bid  for  1900  business  with  an  install- 
ment plan,  whereby  a  rider  can  make  small 
payments  this  winter  and  have  his  machine 
wholly  paid  for  by  the  opening  of  the  riding 
season  next  spring. 

It  all  means  that  the  bicycle  dealer  has  de- 
cided that  four  or  five  months  of  idleness 
does  not  pay,  and  the  man  who  can  "pay  for 
his  salt"  during  the  winter  months  is  most 
likely  to  make  a  success  of  the  business. 


Hartford's  Loss   is  New  York's  Gain. 

Hartford,  Conn.,  Sept.  19. — As  a  result  of 
Colonel  George  Pope's  election  as  vice-pres- 
ident and  general  manager  of  the  A.  B.  C. 
it  is  said  he  will  be  obliged  to  spend  more  of 
his  time  in  New  York,  and  it  is  generally  be- 
lieved from  this  fact  that  his  headquarters 
will  be  in  that  city.  He  will  remove  there 
as  soon  as  plans  are  perfected.  It  is  not 
known  who  will  take  his  place  as  general 
manager  of  the  Pope  Mfg.   Co.   here. 


Where  Plant,  Capital  and  Ability  Are  All  Big. 


A  Wheel  man  who  visited  the  big  plant, 
here  shown,  of  the  National  American  Cycle 
Co.,  at  Akron,  a  few  days  ago,  learned  that 
this  well-known  concern  had  recently  under- 
gone a  change  of  management.  J.  F.  War- 
man,  favorably  known  throughout  the  trade, 
continues  as  president,  but  Fred  E.  Smith  has 
become  treasurer  and  Francis  Seiberling  sec- 
letary.     Both  gentlemen  are  among  the  best- 


known  business  men  in  Akron,  Mr.  Smith  be- 
ing vice-president  of  the  Akron  Cereal  Co., 
one  of  the  largest  concerns  of  its  kind  in  the 
country;  also  vice-president  of  the  Second  Na- 
tional Bank  of  that  city,  while  Mr.  Seiberling 
is  a  member  of  one  of  the  oldest  and  wealth- 
iest families  in  that  section,  who  are  interested 
in  any  number  of  enterprises  in  Akron  and 
elsewhere,  which  vouches  for  how  the  present 
venture  will  be  financed,  conducted  and  man- 
aged. 


This  acquisition  of  new  blood  and  capital 
places  the  Akron  Company  in  a  most  enviable 
position;  always  strong  financially,  it  is  now 
doubly  so,  and  it  would  seem  that  the  future 
01  the  company  is  particularly  a  bright  one. 
The  past  year's  business  has  amply  demon- 
strated that  the  busy  little  manufacturing  city 
is  the  right  place  for  a  prosperous  bicycle 
factory.  The  shipping  facilities  are  of  the 
best,  being  on  the  main  lines 
of  a  number  of  leading  rail- 
roads; while  the  skilled  labor- 
ing element  is  plentiful,  and 
can  be  had  at  a  lower  rate  than 
in  many  larger  cities.  The  fac- 
tory is  without  question  one 
of  the  best  equipped  in  the 
country,  while  the  superinten- 
dent is  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  capable  men  in  the  busi- 
ness. At  present  the  factory 
has  a  capacity  of  300  wheels 
per  day.  The  Pathfinder,  pro- 
duced by  this  company,  last 
year  met  with  an  excellent  re- 
ception, and  now  enjoys  the  reputation  of  be- 
ing one  of  the  best  low-priced  wheels  on  the 
market.  The  company  aims  at  individuality 
and  the  machine  shows  a  number  of  special 
features  which  would  be  a  credit  to  many  a 
higher  priced  wheel.  For  next  season  several 
other  features,  which  are  claimed  to  be  gen- 
uine improvements,  will  be  shown.  Models 
are  now  being  rapidly  completed  and  they 
will  be  shown  to  the  trade  in  the  very  near 
future. 
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September  21, 


AITOS  AIL  THE  00. 


Everybody    in    Cleveland    Either    Going    to    Build, 

Buy,    Borrow    or    Beg   an 

Automobile. 

The  interest  which  is  being  displayed  in  the 
automobile  in  Cleveland  can  hardly  be  im- 
agined, and  it  is  evident  that  although  the 
bicycle  will  alvi-ays  be  largely  used  it  is  no 
longer  the  pet  hobby  of  a  greater  portion  of 
the  business  and  society  people  of  the  big 
Ohio  city.  Formerly  anything  new  in  the 
bicycle  line  attracted  instant  attention  on  the 
streets,  but  this  interest  seems  to  he  giving 
way  to  that  which  is  being  shown  for  the 
horseless  carriage.  Anything  in  the  shape  of 
a  vehicle  in  which  the  old-time  motive  power 
is  dispensed  with,  is  eagerly  examined,  and 
it  is  not  a  matter  of  idle  curiosity,  either,  for 
half  the  interested  spectators  ask  questions 
which  indicate  plainly  that  they  are  only  look- 
ing for  the  "right  thing"  to  become  prospec- 
tive purchasers. 

To  say  that  the  Locomobile  mentioned  in 
a  recent  issue  of  this  paper  as  being  sold  by 
the  Cleveland  Automobile  Supply  Co.  has 
struck  the  popular  fancy  would  be  putting  it 
mildly.  Less  than  two  weeks  ago  the  first 
sample  of  this  machine  was  seen  on  the 
streets  of  Cleveland,  and  Saturday  night, 
Colonel  Hart,  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  local 
concern,  stated  that  they  had  taken  bonafide 
orders  for  thirty-two  carriages.  It  may  be 
six  months  before  they  are  delivered,  but  the 
people  want  them  as  soon  as  they  can  get 
them. 

At  the  Winton  factory  they  are  simply  cov- 
ered over  with  orders,  many  of  them  com- 
ing from  Cleveland  people.  The  headquar- 
ters of  this  concern  seems  to  be  a  veritable 
Mecca  for  all  the  enthusiasts  in  the  country. 
Not  a  day  passes  but  they  have  a  perfect 
stream  of  callers,  and  many  people  file  their 
order,  satisfied  to  wait  their  turn.  The  Win- 
ton  factory  has  been  enlarged  lately,  and  its 
facilities  have  been  improved  considerably. 

In  this  city,  as  in  other  places,  it  is  particu- 
larly noticeable  that  the  bicycle  manufactur- 
ers are  becoming  more  and  more  interested 
in  the  game.  Among  Cleveland  automobil- 
ists  are  H.  A.  Lozier,  Jr.,  who  has  a  DeDion 
four-wheeler,  which  he  brought  from  Paris 
last  spring,  and  W.  T.  White,  who  has 
a  French  three-wheeler.  Otto  Konigslow, 
well  known  to  the  jobbing  trade,  has  been 
doing  considerable  experimenting  with  a  gas- 
oline carriage,  and  he  may  decide  to  go  into 
the  business.  L.  E.  Hoffman,  of  the  HofT- 
man  Bicycle  Co.,  thinks  steam  is  the  only 
thing,  and  he  predicts  that  another  season 
will  find  that  well-known  concern  in  the  swim. 
The  Cleveland  Cycle  Fittings  Co.  is  can- 
vassing the  situation  very  thoroughly,  with  a 
view  to  handling  and  assembling  motor  car- 
riage fittings. 

Superintendent  Alstop,  of  the  Miami  Cycle 
&  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Middletown,  was  in  Cleveland 
the  other  day,  and  he  says  his  concern  is  go- 
ing- into  the  business  "big."  He  has  a  gaso- 
line motor  which  he  claims  has  great  prom- 
ise. 

George  Black,  of  the  Black  Mfg.  Co.,  Erie, 
came  to  Cleveland  a  short  time  ago,  and  took 
possession  of  the  new  Winton  carriage  for 
which  he  has  been  waiting  several  months. 
He  thereupon  was  seized  with  a  sudden  fit 
of  homesickness,  and  when  last  seen  was 
traveling  eastward  at  the  rate  of  thirty  miles 


an  hour.  Report  has  it  that  he  never  stopped 
until  he  reached  his  own  fireside,  covering 
the  century  in  less  than  seven  hours.  Peter 
Gendron,  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  big  To- 
ledo concern  of  that  name,  has  become  a  con- 
vert. His  new  Winton  will  be  delivered  with- 
in the  next  two  weeks. 


WYCKOrr,  TYPEWRITER  MAONATE, 


GOODYEAR   INDEPENDENT. 


Akron's    Famous    Concern    Denies    Trust    Rumors 
Connecting  It. 

General  Manager  F.  A.  Seiberling,  of  the 
Goodyear  Tire  &  Rubber  Co.,  Akron,  O.,  is 
very  much  put  out  by  the  publication  in  a 
bicycle  paper  last  week  to  the  effect  that  his 
company  have  been  absorbed  by  the  Flint 
combination.  Mr.  Seiberling  desires  it  to  be 
as  widely  known  as  possible  that  his  company 
have  had  no  negotiations  with  Flint,  and  that 
the  use  of  their  company's  name  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Flint  trust  is  a  gross  injustice. 
The  following  letter,  written  to  the  paper  in 
question,  explains  the  Goodyear  position: 

In  your  issue  of  September  14  we  find  an  article 
headed  "Flint  Gets  Goodyear."  In  your  article  you 
state  that  your  information  is  "worthy  of  belief,"  al- 
though "it  cannot  be  confirmed."  It  occurs  to  us  that 
in  these  days  of  quick  facilities  for  obtaining  informa- 
tion 'by  mail  or  telegraph  that  you  could  by  a  com- 
munication to  us  have  been  able  to  obtain  reliable 
information  without  subjecting  us  to  gross  injus- 
tice by  spreading  broadcast  a  statement  wholly  with- 
out foundation  in  fact.  Permit  us  to  say  to  you  that 
the  Goodyear  Tire  &  Rubber  Company  has  sold 
out  to  no  one,  has  never  negotiated  with  anyone  for 
the  sale  of  its  plant  or  business  and  is  seeking  no 
opportunity  to  do  so.  A  sense  of  fairness  will  prompt 
you  to  correct  the  false  impression  that  you  have 
conveyed  to  the  trade  by  publishing  a  denial  and 
giving  it  as  wide  circulation  as  the  erroneous  state- 
ment that  you  have  put  out.  Yours  very  truly. 
The  Goodyear  Tire  &  Rubber  Co. 
By   F.   A.    Seiberling,   Gen'l   Mgr. 

The  Straus  Tire  Co.,  of  New  York  City, 
will  continue  to  market  many  articles  manu- 
factured by  the  Goodyear  Tire  &  Rubber  Co. 
Mr.  Alex.  Straus,  of  the  Straus  Company,  will 
hereafter  personally  represent  the  Goodyear 
Company  in  marketing  their  tires.  The  Straus 
Company  relinquish  that  part  of  their  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Straus  is  a  landmark  in  the  tire 
trade,  and  his  many  friends  will  be  as  glad  to 
deal  with  him  in  the  new  guise  as  in  the  old. 


Hats,  Heads  and  Tool  Bags. 

A  man  goes  in  to  buy  a  hat;  he  thinks  he 
knows  just  what  kind  of  a  hat  he  wants;  in 
fact,  he  believes  there  isn't  but  one  kind  of  a 
hat  and  that  is  the  one  he  wants.  When  the 
obliging  shopman  shows  him  a  seemingly 
endless  variety  of  hats,  he  begins  to  discover 
that  even  in  a  thing  so  staple  as  hats  there 
is  an  endless  variety  of  human  likes  and  dis- 
likes to  be  catered  to.  Same  thing  is  shown 
in  a  cycle  saddle,  or  in  the  tool  bag  beneath 
it.  At  first  the  rider  thinks  that  anything 
that  will  hold  a  few  things  will  do;  the  dealer 
thinks  the  same,  naturally.  But  later  the 
rider  gets  particular  and  the  dealer  has  to  do 
so,  too.  The  wise  man,  be  he  rider  or  agent, 
just  about  that  time  starts  out  inquiring,  and 
if  his  inquiry  be  as  thorough  as  it  should 
be,  he  writes  to  the  Bunker  Saddle  Co.,  Chi- 
cago, and  finds  in  one  of  the  nine  varieties 
pictured  on  the  last  page  of  this  issue  the  very 
thing  he  wants. 


Ready  for  a  Change. 

Mr.  L.  Fewsmith,  formerly  with  the  Peer- 
less Mfg.  Co.,  is  open  to  an  engagement  for 
the  coming  season. 


Is    President   of    the    New    Company    Which    Will 

Push  the  Fredrick  ilandle- 

Bar. 

C.  F.  Wyckofif,  of  WyckofT,  Seamans  &  Ben- 
edict, is  a  big  man.  He  is  very  prominent  in 
the  typewriter  world.  Everyone  who  knows 
the  Remington  typewriter  knows  the  name 
Wyckoff.  Mr.  Wyckoff  has  financial  inter- 
ests in  other  large  enterprises.  He  isn't  the 
sort  of  man  to  put  his  money  and  his  energy 
into  enterprises  concerning  the  value  of  which 
there  is  any  doubt.  Mr.  Wyckoff  is  president 
of  the  reorganized  Fredrick  Mfg.  Co.,  who 
manufacture  the  Fredrick  adjustable  handle- 
bar. 

A  Wheel  representative  who  called  at  the 
office  of  this  company,  in  the  Vanderbilt 
Building,  New  York  City,  was  shown  the  new 
bar,  and,  as  a  practical  rider  of  long  exper- 
ience, believes  Mr.  Wyckofif  has  put  his  money 
into  a  good  thing.  A  simpler  adjustable  bar 
could  hardly  be  asked  for.  This  is  said  with 
due  respect  to  the  qualities  of  any  and  all 
other  good   bars. 

Details  of  the  Fredrick  bar  will  be  pub- 
lished in  good  time.  Meantime,  all  other  pre- 
parations have  been  made  to  push  it.  W.  M. 
Perrett,  formerly  of  the  Dunlop  Co.,  will 
travel  in  its  interest  in  the  West,  and  Edward 
Partridge,  formerly  with  the  Dietz  lamp  peo- 
ple, in  the  East.  The  factory  has  been  re- 
moved from  Toledo,  O.,  to  Newark,  N.  J., 
where  there  has  been  installed  a  large  plant 
with  entirely  new  and  modern  machinery,  in 
substitution  for  the  old,  plus  enough  more  to 
guarantee  a  capacity  of  4,000  bars  a  day.  The 
factory  is  under  the  supervision  of  E.  H. 
Fredrick,  and  is  now  running  overtime,  in 
order  to  make  up  enough  bars  ahead  to  make 
shipments  promptly  during  the  rush  season 
later  on. 

This  concern  has  every  appearance  of  a  pow- 
erful competitor  in  the  market.  It  passed 
into  the  new  hands  last  July.  Its  president  is 
a  man  of  great  wealth.  Its  capital,  paid  up,  is 
$100,001).  Its  general  offices  at  150  Nassau 
street  are  handsomely  fitted  up.  A  man  of 
evident  ability,  but  who  subordinates  his  own 
identity,  is  in  charge.  Evidently  there  is  to 
be  no  monkey-fooling.  Correspondence  and 
shipments  are  to  be  kept  up  to  the  handle. 
System  pervades  the  new  concern  in  office 
and  factory. 

Quite  a  number  of  changes  have  heen  made 
in  the  bar  since  last  season,  when  it  made  its 
appearance. 

Interest  attaches  to  the  company's  trav- 
elers. W.  M.  Perrett  is  especially  well  known. 
Brisk,  persuasive,  healthy  and  industrious  to 
a  high  degree,  he  came  over  from  England 
some  years  ago,  and  has  been  a  conspicuous 
success  among  cycle  trade  travelers.  His 
work  for  the  Dunlop  interests  was  notable. 
He  has  a  liking  for  men  of  the  racetrack,  and 
has  the  enviable  reputation  of  being  the  most 
capable  clerk-of-the-course  in  the  country— 
which  means,  of  course,  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Partridge  glows  less  luminously,  but 
he  has  been  selected  to  call  upon  people  who 
like  his  kind  of  man.  He  is  restful,  conven- 
tional, practical.  He  is  particularly  well 
known  in  the  eastern  jobbing  and  export 
trade.  He  comes  to  the  Fredrick  bar  from 
the  Dietz  lamp,  for  which  he  secured  very 
desirable  business.  He  has  been  in  the  cycle 
trade  three  years,  and  has  made  good  use  of 
his  time. 


1899. 
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You  Want  a  Free  Wheel 


and  Yon  Want  the  Morrow. 


FITS   ANY   CYCLE. 

IT    COSTS    ;gJ7.50 
and  is  worth  it. 


THE  ORIGINAL  AND  ONLY  RELIABLE 

Automatic  Coaster 
and  Brake. 


others  are  Cheaper.    Ours  are  not  cheap,  but  they  are  RELIABLE. 


ECLIPSE    BICYCLE    COMPANY, 


ELMIRA,  N.  Y. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


^^-'^^^^^^^^^^^^■'^■'^'^■^^^^^^^■^^^^■'^^^^■^■^■^■^^ 


The  average  cycle  rider  is  not  educated  in  wood  rims.  Occasionally, 
when  something  happens,  he  wonders  if  there  is  a  "different  kind/'  There  IS. 
Shop  ability,  experience  and  manufacturing  sense  have  made  it  so.  This  is 
plain  talk,  and  there  is  conviction — and  the  goods  themselves— behind  it.  Both 
single-piece  and  laminated.  Apart  from  reliability  and  strength,  the  prod- 
uct of  the  Olds  Wagon  Works,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  is,  as  well,  very  good  to 
look  upon. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


NICKEL  STEEL  CHAINS 

BY  THE 

POWER  MFG.  CO.,  Bloomfield,  N.  J. 


Made  in  1-8  in.,  3-16  in.  and  1-4  in. 

This  last  is  equal  in  quality,  accuracy  and  finish  to  the  best  of  other 
makes  on  the  market.     Write  for  net  prices  and  catalogue. 

THE    BLOCKS   OF   ALL    OUR    CHAINS  ARE 
MADE  OF  NICKEL   STEEL. 


ssHssiissiissiassiassESSiissisisssssasjsississssssiissiissassiisssissiississsiissg 

•o 

i  41-  K.  K.  K.  1^ 


sst 


Kokomo    Korker   Kompound 

Kompletely  Korks  a  Kokomo  or  any 

other   good   tire. 


i  FOR    SALE    BY 

I     KOKOI^O  RUBBER  CO.,  Kokomo,  Ind. 

'  Kindly  mention  The  Wheel 
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September  21, 


KNOCKS  THE  HOIR. 


36— Elkes   59.17% 

37— Elkes    60.66 


Elkes   Leaves   the   Sixty-Minute    Performance 

in    an    Entirely    New 

Shape. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  15.— With  an  ease  which 
seems  difficult  to  understand,  Harry  Elkes 
broke  the  world's  record  for  one  hour  at 
Woodside,  Wednesday  night,  going  36  miles 
and  747  yards,  in  that  time,  as  compared  to  35 
miles  698  yards,  ridden  by  Edouard  Taylore, 
of  France,  Elkes  thus  breaking  the  previous 
record  by  one  mile  52  yards.  Elkes  rode  an 
average  of  a  fraction  under  1.39  for  each  mile, 
although  the  tenth  mile  was  ridden  in  1.35  3-5. 
The  pacemaking  was  excellent  and  the  pick- 
ups perfect,  all  of  which  helped  the  Glen  Falls 
lad  in  his  magnificent  ride.  Elkes'  record  was 
a  grand  performance.  Beautifully  paced,  he 
f:nished  the  first  mile  in  1.36.  The  two  miles 
in  3.14  broke  the  record,  held  by  Linton,  and 
fiom  that  point  to  the  fifth  mile  he  continued 
to  lower  the  figures  of  his  Welsh  rival.  The 
fifth  mile  was  covered  in  8.09  4-5,  as  compared 
to  the  8.22  4-5,  held  by  Linton. 

P'rom  now  on  Elkes  rode  against  his  own 
record,  which  he  succeeded  in  lowering  mile 
after  mile  in  one  of  the  finest  exhibitions  of 
pace  following  ever  seen  in  this  city.  The 
tenth  mile,  in  16.16,  was  33  seconds 
ahead  of  his  previous  record.  At  fifteen  miles 
Elkes  was  1.01  3-5  ahead  of  his  record  and 
,it  the  twentieth  mile,  which,  by  the  way,  was 
covered  in  1.41  1-5,  was  reached  in  32.45  3-5. 
as  against  his  previous  performance  of 
33.52  2-5.  The  following  mile  was  ridden  in 
the  remarkable  time  of  1.31.  The  twenty-five 
miles  were  ridden  in  41.01  2-5  and  the  thirtieth 
mile  post  was  caught  in  49.18  .3-5. 

The  excitement  was  great  when  Elkes 
reached  the  thirty-fifth  mile,  which  he  covered 
in  57.36  2-5,  thirty-sixth  in  59.17  2-5  and  the 
thirty-seventh,  which  he  finished  in  one  hour 
56  seconds.  At  the  crack  of  the  pistol  an- 
nouncing the  end  of  the  hour,  Elkes  had  rid- 
den thirty-six  miles  747  yards,  beating  his  own 
American  record  of  thirty-five  miles  and  265 
yards  and  also  beating  the  best  world's  record 
lield  by  Edouard  Taylore,  of  France,  by  one 
mile  52  yards,  the  Frenchman's  distance  in 
the  hour  being  35  miles  698  yards. 

The  thirty-mile  motor-paced  race  between 
Burns  Pierce  and  Harry  Caldwell  was  a  com- 
paratively easy  victory  for  the  latter,  who  won 
out  by  over  a  lap  and  a  half. 

Elkes'  performance  was  as  follows: 

Elkes' 

Miles.     Held  by.  Record.  time. 

1— Major  Taylor 1.41%  1.36 

2— Tom   Linton 3.21%  3.14 

3— Tom   Linton 5.00%  4.531/5 

4— Tom  Linton 6.40%  6.32 

5— Tom   Linton 8.22%  8.09% 

6— Elkes    10.06%  9.47% 

7— Elkes    11.48  11.25% 

8-(Elkes    13.28  13.03% 

9— Elkes    15.07%  14,40% 

10— Elkes    16.49  16.16 

U— Elkes    18.29%  17.55% 

12— Elkes    20.08%  19.34 

13— Elkes    2L55%  21.113/s 

14-Elkes    23.41  22.48% 

15— Elkes    25.26  24.27% 

16— Elkes    27.09%  26.07% 

17— Elkes    28.53%  27.48% 

18— Elkes    30.34%  29.24% 

19— Elkes    32.13  31.04-4!-, 

20— Elkes    33.52%  32.45% 

21— Elkes    35.32%  34.26 

22— Elkes    37.11  36.06% 

23— Elkes    38.50%  37.45 

24— Elkes    40.35%  39.23% 

25— Elkes    42.20  41.01% 

26— Elkes 44.04%  42.41% 

27— Elkes    45.49%  44.23 

28— Elkes    47.28%  46.00% 

29-Elkes 49.09%  47.37% 

30— Elkes 50.52  49.18% 

31— Elkes    52.50  50.59% 

32— Elkes   54.33  52.35% 

33— Elkes    56.14  54.14% 

34— Elkes    58.00%  55.55% 

*35-Elkes   59.46  57.36% 


♦This  is  Elkes'  best  previous  performance.  The  rec- 
ord was  35  miles  698  yards,  held  by  Edouard  Taylore, 
of  France. 

Asked  him  if  he  thought  the  limit  of  speed 
bad  been  reached  in  his  efifort  of  Wednesday 
and  he  said: 

"I  don't  know  whether  anyone  else  can 
touch  those  figures,  but  I  am  confident  I  can 
beat  them  myself.  Although  I  had  ridden  an 
hour,  it  only  seemed  like  about  half  that  time, 
and  I  was  as  strong  at  the  finish  as  when  I 
started.  I  can  ride  forty  miles  in  the  hour 
and  will  attempt  it  as  soon  as  the  weather 
is  favorable.  It  was  cold  and  raw  on  Wednes- 
day, and  my  pacemakers,  being  chilled  to  the 
bone,  could  not  do  themselves  justice.  If  the 
weather  gets  warmer  I  will  have  them  try  it 
again,  and  with  a  good  overhauling  my  pacing 
machines  will  be  capable  of  doing  the  forty 
miles,  I  expect,  in  the  hour." 


FOR  THE  Ttimn  TIME. 


Schillinger  Again   Annexes  the  "Herald"  Event   in 

Masterly  Fashion. 

Syracuse,  Sept.  16. —  The  "Herald"  road 
race  of  1899  was  a  success.  For  the  third  time 
that  indomitable  little  rider,  Linus  J.  Schil- 
linger, led  the  best  riders  of  the  city  over 
the  hard  twenty-five  mile  course  from  the 
city  to  Manlius  and  back  again  to  the  Kirk 
Park  track.  Pacemaking  has  no  terrors  for 
marvelous  little  "Schilly,"  and  at  the  first 
opportunity  he  jumped  into  the  lead.  After 
that  he  was  never  headed,  and  rode  onto  Kirk 
Park  track  a  quarter  of  a  lap  ahead  of  his 
nearest  competitor  in  1  hour  10  minutes 
45  3-5  seconds.  As  an  evidence  of  how  at 
least  one  deviation  exists  from  the  alleged 
rule  that  a  prophet  is  without  honor  in  his 
own  community,  the  fact  is  noted  that  in  the 
first  six  finishers,  including  the  winner  and 
the  second  place  man,  four  of  them  were 
mounted  upon  machines  of  Syracuse  produc- 
tion— the    Frontenac. 


CRAPS  AND  CASI1. 


Plenty  of  Both   Seems  to  Be  the    Rule  in  Sunday 
Racing. 

"Better  than  a  gold  mine,"  was  what  an  old 
trotting  horse  magnate  said  as  he  stood  at 
the  gate  at  Vailsburg  on  Sunday,  and  saw 
thousands  fight  to  get  into  the  race  meeting 
on  Newark's  outskirts. 

The  chief  event  of  the  day  was  a  fifty-mile 
race,  in  which  twenty-three  started  and  only 
five  finished,  Jacobson,  the  winner,  putting 
up  a  great  ride.  There  were  prizes  offered 
for  the  man  who  was  first  at  each  five  miles, 
and  Jacobson  won  all  except  that  for  the 
twentieth  mile.  He  also  won  the  prize  for 
the  one  who  led  the  greatest  number  of  laps. 
J.  H.  Hunter  led  on  the  twentieth  mile,  but 
he  quit  at  the  thirty-fifth  mile. 

In  the  third  mile  thirteen  men  fell,  Jacob- 
son  among  them,  but  he  and  seven  others  got 
up  and  went  on.  In  the  eighth  mile  eight 
fell,  and  only  three  of  them  remounted  and 
continued.  At  fifteen  miles  only  ten  of 
twenty-three  starters  were  left  in  the  race. 
Knapp,  who  finished  fourth,  changed  his 
wheel  three  times,  and  yet  at  the  finish  was 
only  a  lap  behind.  Knapp  beat  out  Bleekman, 
who  also  was  a  lap  behind,  in  a  final  sprint. 
Jacobson  won  from  Wheeler  by  two  lengths. 
Gurey  was  two  laps  behind  Jacobson. 

Later  that  night,  after  all  noises  from  the 


races  had  subsided  and  the  borough  had  be- 
come somewhat  quiet,  queer  noises  were 
heard  in  the  direction  of  the  bicycle  track. 
Chief  Hector,  with  a  squad  of  police,  who 
were  on  duty  at  the  time,  were  ordered  to 
investigate,  and  to  their  surprise  found  sev- 
eral men,  among  whom  were  professional 
bicycle  riders,  playing  craps  in  the  dressing 
rooms  adjoining  the  track.  The  chief  with 
his  men  stole  quietly  on  and  took  the  men  by 
surprise,  capturing  several  men.  Two  men, 
supposed  to  have  been  negroes,  escaped. 

1  he  prisoners  were  arraigned  before  Re- 
corder Herzinger,  and  gave  their  names  as 
Jay  Eaton  and  George  Brown,  of  Elizabeth; 
W.  P.  Neville,  Frederick  Gardner,  John  Mur- 
ray, James  Winkler  and  Leo  Farrel,  all  of 
Newark.  The  prisoners  were  reprimanded  by 
the  Recorder  and  fined  $5  and  costs  each.  It 
was  later  learned  that  one  of  the  men  had  bor- 
rowed a  lantern  from  a  nearby  storekeeper, 
saying  that  he  wanted  to  look  for  a  diamond 
ring  he  had  lost  on  the  track,  so  as  to  con- 
tinue the   game   after   dark. 


Guttenburg's  Sunday  Game. 

The  second  meet  of  the  old  Guttenburg 
track  was  held  Sunday  in  the  presence  of 
about  one  thousand  persons.  All  the  events 
were  for  amateurs,  the  most  interesting  being 
a  five-mile  handicap,  in  which  the  scratch 
men  caught  the  others  in  the  last  lap  and  after 
riding  with  them  in  a  bunch  down  the  home- 
stretch, drew  away  and  finished  first,  second 
and  third,  a  length  apart  each.  In  the  one 
mile  hanrlicap  a  sensation  was  caused  by 
Adolph  Michaels,  of  Jersey  City,  and  J.  Jas- 
per, of  Bayonne,  taking  a  tumble  in  the  home- 
stretch. While  they  were  lying  apparently 
unconscious,  the  spectators  left  the  stand  and 
made  a  rush  for  the  fallen  men,  everyone  try- 
ing to  be  first  to  reach  them.  It  was  some 
time  before  the  track  could  'be  cleared.  Jas- 
per and  Michaels  revived  and  demonstrated 
that  they  were  not  seriously  hurt  by  riding 
in  the  five-mile  event  a  few  minutes  later. 


Zim's  New  Aspirations. 

Arthur  A.  Ziinmerman  is  spoken  of  as  a 
possible  Democratic  candidate  for  Sherifif  in 
Monmouth  County,  and  his  former  manager 
and  brother-in-law,  Joe  McDermott,  will  be 
the  Republican  candidate  for  County  Clerk. 
With  these  two  to  set  the  pace,  the  race  for  of- 
fice in  Monmouth  this  year  o'  ^'-t  to  be  a  hot 

one.  

Very  Foolish  if  lie  Does  Sue. 

H.  E.  Bleecker,  the  winner  of  first  place 
and  time  prize  in  the  Coney  Island  Road 
Race  on  Labor  Day,  who  was  subsequently 
disqualified,  may  bring  the  case  to  law. 
Bleecker  very  naively  contends  that  the  ac- 
ceptance of  his  entry  was  a  virtual  admittance 
that  his  status   was  satisfactory. 


Five  in  Twelve. 

Brockton,  Mass.,  Sept.  16. — The  world's 
record  for  five  miles,  unpaced,  was  broken 
by  James  F.  Ingraham  this  afternoon,  de- 
feating in  a  pursuit  race  Dubois,  of  this  city, 
who  last  week  broke  the  record  of  12.12,  made 
three  years  ago  by  Clark,  of  Denver,  by  fiive 
seconds.     Ingraham's    time    was    12.06. 


Taken  by  the  Dutchman. 

The  Hague,  Sept.  18. — Matieu  Cordang,  the 
Dutch  cyclist,  has  beaten  the  world's  record 
for  twenty-four  hours.  He  rode  640  miles 
and  120  yards,  beating  Waller's  record  of  637 
miles. 


1899. 
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FROM  CAESAR'S  LAND. 


(low    the    Little    Men    from    Italy    Improve    Our 
Roadways. 

The  roads  on  the  north  side  of  Long  Isl- 
and are  undergoing  a  process  of  transforma- 
tion. The  rough  .places  are  being  made 
smooth,  steeps  ascents  are  disappearing,  and 
in  many  cases  long  stretches  of  highway  have 
taken  on  the  orderly  look  so  dear  to  the 
heart  of  the  bicyclist  and  the  driver  of  good 
horses.  It  will  soon  be  possible  to  travel  all 
day  without  encountering  the  clouds  of  dust 
in  time  of  heat  and  the  seas  of  mud  in  time 
of  rain  which  have  been  unpleasant  features 
of  road-faring  thereabouts. 

As  you  slowly  cycle  along  you  can  see 
great  gangs  of  laborers  at  work.  They  are 
dark-skinned,  sinewy  fellows,  not  many  of 
them  over  medium  height,  but  looking  like 
men  capable  of  long  days  in  a  broiling  sun. 
They  are  well  looked  after  by  the  bosses, 
whose  orders  are  obeyed  with  almost  start- 
'  ling  rapidity.  It  is  plain  that  strict  discipline 
prevails  and  that  the  'biggest  possible  results 
are  achieved  with  the  minimum  waste  of 
time.  The  toilers  never  appear  to  walk  when 
they  can  run,  and  the  scene  of  operations  is 
one  of  constant  activity,  except  for  a  shorf 
rest  in  the  middle  of  the  day. 

These  are  the  descendants  of  the  ancient 
Romans.  Their  ancestors  built  the  roads 
that  have  helped  to  make  the  name  of  the 
imperial  city  famous,  which  in  many  cases  re- 
main to  this  day  in  Italy,  in  France,  in  Ger- 
many, Spain  and  England  as  monuments  of 
the  practical  spirit  of  the  empire.  Just  as 
our  civilization  has  followed  the  railway,  so 
in  the  case  of  the  Romans  first  came  the 
army,  then  the  road  to  keep  up  relations  with 
the  rear,  and  then  came  law  and  Roman  cus- 
toms. 

It  is  a  curious  thing  to  reflect  that  the  pre- 
decessors of  these  unskilled  toilers  on  Long 
Island,  who  are  hired  in  'batches  and  herded 
together  without  individuality  in  all  sorts  of 
roosting  places,  were  perhaps  members  of 
those  legions  which  swept  in  triumph  over 
Europe,  leaving  stable  institutions  and  the 
Latin  speech  behind  them.  Here  history  is 
repeating  itself.  But  in  the  present  case  it  is 
the  playgrounds,  the  summer  haunts  of  a 
great  metropolis,  with  peculiarities  that 
Caesar  and  Cicero  never  dreamed  of,  which 
are  getting  the  benefit  of  the  muscle  and 
brawn  of  the  sons  of  Italy. 

The  Italian  on  his  native  heath  may  love, 
like  the  burgher  celebrated  by  Mr.  Gilbert,  to 
lie  abasking  in  the  sun.  But  under  the  prop- 
er direction  he  is  a  good  and  elTective  labo*-- 
er.  He  earns  his  dollar  and  a  half  a  day,  and 
doesn't   spend    all    of    it    by    any    manner    of 


means.  He  has  aspirations  in  the  direction 
of  being  his  own  master.  Perhaps  it  is  the 
American  air  that  works  the  change.  But 
whatever  it  may  be  the  result  is  apparent. 
Let  the  cyclist  of  the  future  as  he  speeds 
over  these  roads,  and  reflects  that  his  sport 
had  much  to  do  with  starting  the  reform, 
consider  that  a  word  of  nraise  is  due  to  the 
sinewy  hands  that  carried  out  the   work. 


NON-TEBBITOKIAt   EXPANSION 

means  paying  rent  for  a  poor  farm.  Now  is  the  time 
to  secure  a  good  farm  on  the  line  of  the  Chicago,  Mil- 
waukee &  St.  Paul  Railway  in  Marinette  County,  Wis- 
consin, where  the  crops  are  of  the  best,  work  plenty, 
fine  markets,  excellent  climate,  pure  soft  water,  land 
sold  cheap  and  on  long  time.  Why  rent  a  farm  when 
you  can  buy  one  for  less  than  you  pay  for  rent?  Ad- 
dress C.  E.  Rollins,  Land  Agent,  161  La  Salle  St.,  Chi- 
cago,  111. 

THE   BEST   SHOOTING. 

The  shooting  in  Iowa,  Minnesota  and  South  Dakota 
this  year  promises  to  be  very  good,  as  the  rainfall  in 
all  these  States  was  abundant.  The  best  localities  for 
chicken  and  duck  shooting  are  on  and  tributary  to  the 
lines  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway. 
A  copy  of  a  recent  publication  issued  by  the  passen- 
ger department  of  that  road  can  be  had  on  application 
to  W.  S.  Howell,  General  Eastern  Passenger  Agent, 
381  Broadway,  New  York,  and  enclosing  three  cents 
in   stamps  for  postage. 


I,OWEST   BATES   WEST. 

Rates  to  the  West  are  lower  via  Nickel  Plate 
Road  than  via  other  lines,  while  the  service  is  ex- 
celled by  none.  Three  fast  trains  are  run  every  day 
in  the  year  from  Buffalo  to  Chicago.  The  day 
coaches  are  of  the  latest  pattern,  are  elegantly  up- 
holstered, and  have  all  the  modern  improvements, 
such  as  marble  lavatories  steam  heat,  lighted  by 
Pintsche  gas,  while  colored  porters  are  in  charge  to 
look  after  the  wants  of  passengers,  especially  the 
ladies  and  children.  Vestibuled  buffet  sleeping  cars 
are  run  on  all  trains,  while  the  dining  cars  and  meal 
stations  are  owned  and  operated  by  the  company  and 
serve  the  best  of  meals  at  moderate  prices. 

If  your  ticket  agent  cannot  give  you  all  the  in- 
formation you  desire  in  regard  to  rates,  routes,  etc., 
address  F.  J.  Moore,  Gen'l  Agent,  Nickel  Plate  Road, 
291  Main  St.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


IIWDISPEIVSABLE    BI-CY-KA. 

Your  wheel  needs  Bi-cy-ka.  No  work  to 
apply  'it.  It  takes  off  the  rust  and  keeps  the 
rust  off;  it  cleans  and  it  polishes.  If  your 
dealer  hasn't  it,  send  us  10  cents  in  stamps 
and  we  will  mail  you  a  full-sized  collapsible 
tube.  Raven  Gloss  Mfg.  Co.,  71  Barclay 
street,  New  York. 

MOSSBERG  TIRE   BELL 

Patented  March  28th,  1899. 
Guaranteed  to  give  satisfaction  in  every  respect. 
Send  for  Catalogue.    Sample  sent  by  mail  on  receipt  of 
remittance  as  follows: 

No.  1,  75c.    No.  2,  50c. 

Manufactured  by    FRANK    MOSSBERG    CO., 

ATTtEBORO,  MASS. 


isi;i<iKELy^[::^TiNG 

ALL    SORTS. 

TILLMANN  $c  ECKSTEIN, 

91   Elizabeth  Street,  New  York,  ?;i 


ESTABLISHED    I860. 


r.NEAR   GRAND  STJIEET.- 


If  we  spent. 


^1,000,000 

in  advertising,   some  people  would  still  use  cheap   and   leaky   oilers.      The   "PERFECT" 
OILER  is  worth  many  times  the  slight  extra  cost. 

25c. 


ADLETS. 

For  Sale,  Exchange,  Etc. — Twenty-five  words, 
thirty-five  cents.  Eaoh  additional  word  two  cents. 
Cash  invariably  in  advance. 

Situations  and  Help  Wanted. — Answers  received 
in  confidence  and  forwarded  without  charge.  'Rate: 
25  words,  one  time,  50  cents;  three  times,  $1.00;  50 
words,  one  time,  $1.00;  -four  times,  $3.00;  75  words, 
one  time,  $1.50;  four  times,  $5.00.  Displayed  adver- 
tisements: One-half  inch,  one  time,  $1.00;  four  times, 
$3.00;  one  inch,  one  time,  $1.50;  four  times,  $5.00. 


PATENTS.— H.  W.  T.  Jenner,  patent  attorney  and 
-•-  mechanical  expert,  608  F  street,  Washington,  t>. 
C.  Established  1883.  I  make  an  examination  free  of 
charge,  and  report  if  a  patent  can  be  had  and  exactly 
how  much  it  will  cost.     Send  for  circular. 

Tj^OR  SALE — A  bicycle  store  in  a  desirable  location 
-*■  on  New  York  city  boulevard  (Broadway)  below 
110th  St. ;  fully  equipped  repair  department,  with  up- 
to-date  machinery  and  tools;  owner  willing  to  sacri- 
fice the  good-will,  etc.,  of  this  'business  in  order  to 
give  his  entire  attention  to  other  interests.  "For 
Sale,"  P.  O.   Box  444.— 9-28-p. 

A  DVERTISER,  lately  general  manager  for  a  well- 
•'^  known  English  cycle  concern,  is  open  to  repre- 
sent an  American  cycle  or  motor  car  firm  in  Great 
Britain  and  trel'and;  can  introduce  and  push  business 
amongst  the  best  agents,  and  with  a  well-made  free 
wheel  machine  will  guarantee  a  handsome  turnover; 
thoroughly  practical  and  well  recommended  by  late 
directors.     Address  W.  B.,  care  of  The  Wheel.— 10-5  p. 

ATANUFACTURERS  of  Ibicycles  and  sundries, 
■'-'-'■  phonographs,  jewelry,  clocks  and  sporting  goods; 
please  send  catalogues,  together  with  trade  discounts, 
to  L.  C.  Dalton,  37  North  1st  St.,  Perth  Amboy,  N.J. 
—9-28-p. 

■yyANTED — Large  or  small  lots  of  bicycles,  cora- 
'*  pletp  or  stripped;  tires,  saddles,  pedals,  bars 
and  equipments  or  sundries  of  any  kind;  will  pay  spot 
cash;  describe  goods  and  name  bottom  price.  Mead 
Cycle    Company,    Chicago,    111. — 10-12-c. 

T\rANTED — 500     boys'     Juvenile     bicycles    for     spot 
''•      cash.     Address,    with  full   particulars,   "Export," 
P.  O.  Box  444,  New  York.— 10-5-p. 

TATE  BUY  for  cash  job  lots  of  tires;  we  should  be 
''      pleased    to    receive    offers    from    manufacturers. 
Address  F.  A.   Gargare  &  Son,  135  W.  26th  St.,   New 
York  city.— 10-19-p. 

XJAMBURG  wholesale  firm,  well  introduced  in  the 
-*"'-  cycle  branch,  wishes  to  represent  leading  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  of  cycle  parts,  etc. ;  would  exhibit 
the  goods  specially  at  the  Leipsic  Cycle  Show.  Please 
address  "K.,  5467,"  care  Heinr.  Eisler,  Hamburg, 
Germany. — 10-5-p. 

Y^  ANTED — Sundries,    tires,    frames,    hubs,    spokes 
••       and    nipples;    500    second-hand    bicycles.       Liv- 
ingston Cycle  Co.,  414  E.  16th  St.,  New  York.— 10-12-p. 

XJ^OR  SALE — Excelsior  tire  tape  in  one-ounce  rolls 
-"■  and  each  roll  in  an  individual  box;  the  only 
proper  way  to  sell  tape;  25  cents  per  pound.  Excel- 
sior Cement  Co.,  Westfield,  Mass.— 9-28-c. 


SELF-CIOS/HO  VALVE  (apFNEnJ 


CUSHMAN  &  DENISON,  Mfrs.,  240-2  W.  23d  St.,  N.  Y. 


Kindly   mention    The    Wheel. 


Dusty  Roads.   Noisy  Chains. 

The    Morse    Twin    Roller    Chains    run 

SMOOTHLY,  QUIETLY  and  FREELY 

in    DUST    or    MUD. 

As  the  pendulum 
swings,  so  the  joint 
of  the  Morse  Chain 
rocks. 

No  Rub, 

No  Slide. 

Lasts  longer,  runs 
easier  than  any  other 
chain  made.  Pendu- 
lum will  swing  on 
the  Morse  Joint  45 
minutes  and  on  the 
pin  joint  about  5  sec- 
onds. Large  swing- 
ing model  sent  free 
to  agents  ordering 
three  chains. 


Write  for  Illustrated  Cir- 
cular and  Price  to 


MORSE  CHAIN  CO., 

Trumansburg,  N.  Y» 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel 
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ASPHALT  PAVEMENTS 


THE  STANDARD  PAVE- 
MENT OF  AMERICA.^  .5ft 


THE    BARBER  ASPHALT   PAVING   CO., 


Endorsed  by  the  L.  A.  W.  everywhere. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


No.  II    BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 


THE  LEAGUE  HANDLE-BAR  CO. 

All  Kinds.     All  Styles. 
Samples   now  ready. 

215-217-219  S.  CLINTON  STREET,  CHICAGO. 


Graohite  Lubricants. 

ALL  KINDS,  ACCORDING  TO  WANTS. 
Joseph  Dixon  Crucible  Co.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 


FOR 

bictcl.es. 


WILLIAM  F.  NYE, 

NEW  BEDFORD.  ...         MASS, 


Jk   HANDLE  BARS 
1  I     fOUfC  SIOES 

^fmmmmtmiks 

coHR.sPONo.Nc.  PERFECTION  PADLOCKS 

-o.KHCD  -o  AMES  SWORD  CO.    CHICOPEE,  MASS. 


CLOSING    OUT!!! 

Columbia  Tires,  |!2.25  per  pair. 

...ORDER    QUICK... 


VIM   BICYCLE  CO.,       Chicago,  111. 

The  Best  Advertising  for  the 
Irish  Trade   is 

THE 
IRISH  CYCLIST. 

Specimen  copy  and  advertising  rates  on 
application  to 

R.  J.  I>1ECREDY  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  Proprietors, 

49  Middle  Abbey  St.,  DUBLIN. 

All  American  wheelmen  who  desire  to  keep  them- 
selyes  posted  upon  matters  concerning  the  cvcle  in 
Europe,  its  trade,  mechanics,  and  sport,  should  sub- 
scribe to 

THE  CYCLIST 

AND  Bicycling  and  Tricycling  Trades  Review. 

The  only  recognized  authority  of  English  trade  and 
manufacture.  Sent  post  free  to  any  part  of  America 
for  one  year,  }3.2S.  American  subscription  agent 
F.  P.  Prial,  88  West  Broadway,  New  York  City. 

American  manufacturers  having  novelties  in  ma- 
chines or  sundries  to  introduce  should  advertise  in 

TKE    OITOLIST. 

Terms  on  application  to 

ILIFFE  SONS  &  STURMEY,  Ltd., 

19  Hertford  Street,  Coventry,  England, 

nipmbers  of  the  American  Trade  visltintr  Ena- 
land  are  invited  to  call  at  THE  CYCLIST  OflBce 
at  Coventry,  or  at  3  St.  Bride  Street,  Lndgate 
Clrcaa.  lionden,  £.  C. 


RUBBER  TIRE   CABS   AN^D   CARRIAGES. 

The  West  Shore  Railroad  has  incorporated  a  system  whereby 
passengers  arriving  or  departing  from  its  West  Forty-second  street 
terminal,  New  York  City,  are  supplied  with  cab,  hansom,  coach  or 
omnibus,  as  they  may  order.  Westcott  Express  messengers  are 
now  on  all  through  trains  to  sell  tickets  and  engage  such  vehicles 
as  passengers  desire.  New  York  City  has  been 
divided  into  six  districts,  each  district  having  its 
own  number  and  its  own  rates.  The  vehicles  are 
all  rubber  tired  and  will  be  maintained  in  first- 
class  order.  The  new  service  has  been  in  effect 
since  November  4th,  and  has  been  giving  excel- 
lent satisfaction. 


3l)nriER0UTin(S 


REST,  recreation  and  continuous  pleastire 
can  be  enjoyed  at  Gogebic,  Milwaukee, 
Waukeslia,  Madison,  Devil's  Lake, 
Green  Lake,  Lake  Geneva,  St.  Paul,  Minne- 
apolis, Duluth,  Marquette,  Lake  Minne- 
tonka,  Yellowstone  Park,  Alaska,  Dakota 
Hot  Springs,  Denver,  Colorado  Springs, 
Manitou,  Salt  Lake  and  in  the  mountains 
of  Colorado,  Utah  and  California.  Perfect 
train  service  ministers  to  your  comfort. 

CHICAGO  AND 
NORTH-WESTERN  R'Y. 

principal  agencies  : 

new  york,  boston,  chicago, 

461  broadway.     368  washington  st.     212  clark  st. 


m 

p.  0.  Box  444,  N.  Y 


SUBSCRIPTION  BLANK. 

I?  jp  j^ 

I    enclose    $2.00    in    payment    of  one   yearns   subscription, 

commencing  with  issue  of 

Name, 


Address,- 
City, 


State,- 


-"»"»-»-»"»--»"»■■»•■»  »■»»•♦  »  o  ^  »~»»o-^»-^-o. .»^»„»_^, ^  »  ^  »  ^  ♦^  »  ♦  ♦  o  o< 
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AWAITING  ORDERS. 


ALL  A.  B.  C.  MANUFACTURERS  HAVE  NOW  TRANSFERRED 
THEIR  PROPERTIES  — C-\SH  WILL  BE  PAID  ON  OCTOBER  26, 
INSTEAD  OF  OCTOBER  31  —  MANUFACTURERS  ARE  STILL 
AWAITING  INSTRUCTIONS  ON  NEXT  YEAR'S  POLICY— COM- 
MITTEES ON  SALES  AND  JOBBERS  NOT  EXPECTED  TO  RE- 
PORT FOR   AT    LEAST  TEN    DAYS. 


"A 


LL'S  serene  and  the  goose  hangs 
high." 

Probably  no  phrase  would  better  express 
the  condition  of  mind  in  which  the  cycle 
manufacturers  who  make  up  the  American 
Bicycle   Company   now   find   themselves. 

A.  D.  Meiselbach  and  H.  A.  Lozier  are  as 
full  of  the  spirit  of  co-operation  as  any  of 
them. 

A  few  days  ago  it  was  not  so.  The  big 
Milwaukee  manufacturer  and  the  Cleveland 
potentate  recently  acquired  what  seemed  to 
them  sufificient  reasons  for  inviting  somebody 
to  "fish  or  cut  bait.-" 

Mr.  Meiselbach  didn't  like  the  "if  possible" 
attached  to  the  promise  that  the  30  per  cent 
cash  should  be  paid  on  October  31.  That 
"if"  started  several  other  objectionable  points 
which  had  been  smothering  in  his  mind.  There 
was  spontaneous  combustion.  He  got  mad 
clear  through.  He  concluded  not  to  attend 
the  meetings  of  the  Committee  on  Jobbers, 
of  which  he  is  a  member.  He  felt  that  he 
had  reached  that  condition  where  it  was  wise 
to  place  himself  in  the  care  of  a  doctor  of 
law.  And  so  on  Wednesday  morning  he  tel- 
egraphed to  Milwaukee  for  Mr.  Bottum,  and 
rested  not  easily  until  the  lawyer's  arrival, 
Thursday  afternoon. 

Mr.  Bottum  is  a  personal  friend  of  the 
phenomenon  of  economical  production.  He 
is  famous  in  the  West.  He  is  one  of  the 
umpty-steen-dollar-a-day  sort.  One  of  these 
big,  towering  legal  lights,  who  can  look  down 
upon  the  opposition  benignly  or  terrifyingly, 
as  suits  the  occasion. 

Mr.  Bottum  felt  of  his  client's  pulse.  Then 
he  vi^ent  out  and  saw  people.  Presumably  he 
asked  them  some  interesting  questions.  He 
went  back  to  Milwaukee  on  Saturday.  His 
client  had  been  cured  of  his  ailments,  was 
"put  through"  the  transferring  process  at  the 
U;  S.  Mortgage  &  Trust  Co.  office  last 
Monday,  attended  a  meeting  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Jobbers  Monday  afternoon,  and  on 
Tuesday  night  returned  to  Milwaukee  to  im- 


mediately prepare  his  factory  and  go  ahead 
building  wheels  for  llJO'U.  His  New  York 
branch  will  be  closed  immediately,  and  Ger- 
hard Aussem,  manager,  will  in  the  course  of 
a  week  be  back  at  the  Milwaukee  factory. 
The  stock  of  wheels  will  be  transferred  to 
the  Crawford  branch  for  the  present,  and  Mr. 
Meiselbach  thinks  that  eventually  there  may 
be  a  central  warehouse  here  for  all  the 
brands.  "I  don't  know  that  this  will  be  done," 
he  said,  "but  I  would  have  it  so." 

Mr.  Lozier  was  impelled  by  impatience. 
He,  too,  wanted  to  ask  questions.  He  was 
allopathically  attended  to  and  is  again  able  to 
study  time-tables  and  itineraries  for  his  con- 
templated wander  into  the  wide  world,  on 
pleasure  bent. 

Altogether,  three  or  four  manufacturers 
had  their  lawyers  here  last  -week.  Now  all 
the  half-bricks  have  been  finally  (and  for- 
ever?) thrown  over  the  back  fence  and  the  air 
is  thick  with  harmony  and  esprit  du  corps. 
It  is  a  study  in  human  nature,  the  way  these 
heads  of  big  business  establishments  have  re- 
peatedly emerged  from  a  condition  of  indi- 
vidual pessimism  into  an  atmosphere  of 
brotherly  enthusiasm.  Last  Saturday  after- 
noon A.  B.  C.  meant  "A  bas  Bother  and 
Care."    It  was  a  Don't  Worry  club. 

On  Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday  the 
manufacturers,  one  after  another,  went  into 
the  inner  office  at  the  United  States 
Mortgage  &  Trust  Co.,  and  received,  in 
exchange  for  their  properties,  temporary 
printed  stock  certificates,  to  be  exchanged  for 
engraved  ones  as  soon  as  the  latter  are  ready. 
In  lieu  of  the  30  per  cent  cash,  receipts  were 
given,  redeemable  in  cash  on  Thursday,  Octo- 
ber 26,  instead  of  October  31. 

So  anxious  were  all  concerned  to  finish  the 
job,  and  so  carefully  were  all  papers  gone 
over,  that  it  was  two  o'clock  Saturday  morn- 
ing before  the  last  manufacturer,  except  Mei- 
selbach, had  been  attended  to.     The  Milwau- 


kee man  s  papers  lacked  one  document,  which 
could  not  be  prepared  until  Monday. 

All  are  assured  that  there  will  be  no  hitch 
in  the  payment  of  the  cash  on  the  date  speci- 
fied. The  amount  to  be  raised  is  compara- 
tively small,  as  a  large  proportion  of  the  man- 
ufacturers take  bonds  instead  of  cash. 

The  positive  statement  that  the  30  per  cent 
cash  will  be  forthcoming  on  October  26  does 
not  mean  that  the  public  has  bought  the  de- 
benture bonds.  In  fact,  it  is  unlikely  that 
this  has  occurred.  It  would  be  phenomenal, 
in  view  of  the  present  attitude  of  investors 
toward  "industrial"  securities  and  the  big 
call  for  money  at  this  time  by  banks,  for  crop- 
moving,  etc.  It  is  much  more  likely  that  the 
coterie  of  Wall  Street  men  interested  in  the 
success  of  the  A.  B.  C.  will,  in  the  vernacu- 
lar, reach  down  into  their  own  jeans  and  pro- 
duce most,  if  not  all,  of  the  required  sum — 
estimated  at  $3,000,000  or  $4,000,000— in  that 
way. 

Just  when  there  is  to  be  a  general  meeting 
of  stockholders  is  not  known.  There  are 
now  ten  directors,  and  five  more  are  to  be 
elected.  It  is  said  that  these  will  represent 
the  bankers. 

The  transferring  over,  the  manufacturers 
are  again  at  their  factories,  awaiting  com- 
mands from  headquarters.  The  G.  &  J.  factories 
are  running  full  time,  and  the  G.  &  J.  policy 
toward  agents  was  announced  some  time  ago. 
Some  other  manufacturers,  on  the  other 
hand,  haven't  turned  a  wheel  or  instructed 
a  traveler.  There  is,  in  fact,  no  absolute 
unanimity.  Personal  individuality  is  still 
forging  ahead  and  nonentity  is  waiting  for  a 
guiding  mind.  Soon  the  mass  will  be  leav- 
ened. The  reports  of  the  Committees  on  Sales 
and  on  Jobbers,  the  wisdom  of  the  officers, 
and  the  little  processes  of  time  will  do  it.  Ap- 
parently the  committee  reports  will  not  be 
ready  for  at  least  ten  days. 

President  Spalding,  looking  a  bit  fagged, 
left  town  on  Tuesday  and  will  remain  away 
until  next  Monday,  resting.  Then  such  offi- 
cers and  directors  as  are  here  will  resume 
conferences.  Director  Kiser,  who  has  been 
ill,  returned  to  New  York  on  Tuesday. 
Messrs.  Crawford  and  Carter  were  still  here. 
Mr.  Gormully  remains  in  the  Adirondacks 
and  is  not  expected  back  until  after  next  week. 

Colonel  Pope  was  in  Washington  early  this 
week,  and  a  newspaper  interviewer  quoted 
him  as  saying  that  some  of  the  smaller  plants 
will  be   closed.     "I  think  not,"  said   another 
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manufacturer  on  Tuesday.  "I  think  the  Col- 
onel must  be  misquoted.  Why  close  profita- 
ble factories?  All  the  A.  B.  C.  factories  are 
supposed  to  have  been  profitable.  That  is 
why  they  were  bought,  as  1  understand  it. 
Later,  perhaps,  there  may  be  centralization, 
but  I  feel  sure  it  will  not  be  done  before  the 
close  of  next  season." 

It  is  a  fact  that  certain  factories  have  made 
no  preparations  for  next  season,  and  that  the 
parts  people  and  gear  generator  makers  are 
watching  these  factories  anxiously.  One 
thing  is  certain — the  cycle  makers  who  delay 
longer  in  ordering  material,  parts  and  special 
machinery  will  pay  higher  prices  in  conse- 
quence. 

The  same  manufacturer  scouted  the  idea 
that  the  Indianapolis  Chain  &  Stamping  Co. 
plant  might  be  closed.  A  newspaper  dis- 
patch from  Indianapolis  on  Monday  said  that 
such  action  was  under  consideration,  and  that 
all  A.  B.  C.  chains  might  be  made  in  Cleve- 
land. There  is  no  bicycle  or  bicycle-chain 
factory  in  the  country  with  as  large  a  capacity 
as  the  Indianapolis  plant. 

Cleveland  concerns,  and  the  branches  lo- 
cated there,  who  are  in  the  A.  B.  C,  are  sim- 
ply  being   covered  over   with    inquiries   from 


agents,  inquiring  as  to  prices  and  terms  for 
another  season.  Many  of  them  say  they 
want  their  old  lines  another  season,  and 
want  the  matter  settled  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, as  they  still  seem  to  think  that 
the  combine  is  going  to  revolutionize 
conditions  for  the  agents.  Some  of  them 
are  growing  impatient,  and  say  if  they 
cannot  close  deals  in  the  near  future, 
they  will  cater  to  concerns  "outside."  If 
traveling  men  could  get  out  on  the  road  at 
once  with  samples  and  prices,  they  could 
close  much  business  at  once.  The  truth  is 
that  dealers  are  badly  worried  about  the  com- 
bine,  despite   all   contrary   assurances. 

It  is  understood  that  the  principals  of  all 
A.  B.  C.  concerns  agree  not  to  engage  in 
the  bicycle  business  outside  of  the  A.  B.  C. 
for  five  years,  and  that  they  meantime  serve 
the  A.  B.  C.  on  salary,  subject  to  dismissal 
on  12  months'  notice. 

There  are  no  new  developments  in  regard 
to  the  acquisition  of  the  A.  B.  C.  tire  plants 
by  the  Rubber  Goods  Mfg.   Co. 

The  work  of  closing  Pope  Mfg.  Co.  branch- 
es continues.  The  lease  on  the  Detroit  branch 
will  not  be  renewed. 


A  Sample  Sniff  of ''  Outside ''  Competition. 


Large  bodies  move  slowly.  They  exhibit 
considerable  strength  and  movement  when 
they  get  fairly  started,  but  meantime  smaller 
organizations  of  the  Vv-ide-awake  sort  are 
likely  to  ride  circles  around  them.  A  letter 
from  General  Manager  Remppis,  of  the  Read- 
ing Standard  Mfg.  Co.,  is  partly  reprinted  be- 
low. It  will  interest  "insiders"  and  "outsiders" 
alike: 

Our  models  are  ready  for  inspection,  and  our 
traveling  representatives  will  Start  out  to  see  the 
trade  the  beginning  of  October.  Our  factory  will  be 
run  to  its  fullest  capacity,  and  we  expect  a  most  ex- 
cellent season.  Indications  for  it  are  very  good. 
Our  1900  models  are  the  finest  we  have  ever  pro- 
duced, and  while  quality  is  and  always  has  been  our 
first  consideration,  the  prices  will  be  such  as  will 
enable  our  patrons  to  meet  any  respectable  competi- 
tion. 

Our  sales  department,  as  you  no   doubt   are  aware, 


is  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  G.  A.  Boyer,  who  will 
have  five  men  on  the  road  besides  himself.  Our  out- 
put will  be  doubled  during  the  coming  season,  and 
we  expect  to  sell  every  bicycle  which  we  can  make. 
Nothing  but  Reading  Standards  will  be  made  this 
season,  and  their  reputation  as  representing  the 
standard  of  excellence  will  be  upheld  by  us  to  the 
highest   degree. 

We  have  very  flattering  expressions  and  testimon- 
ials from  a  large  number  of  our  agents,  and  we  ex- 
pect to  add  to  our  list  of  old  agents  quite  a  number 
of  new  ones,  as  we  have  a  line  which  is  hard  to 
beat  and  which  is  bound  to  prove  an  easy  seller 
and,  while  strictly  high  grade,  will  be  a  most  profita- 
ble  line   to   handle. 

There  is  a  competitive  ring  to  the  letter 
that  is  fairly  indicative  of  the  way  the  "inde- 
pendents" will  fight  for  their  bread  and 
butter.  Salesmanship  has  big  work  cut  out 
for  those  who  will  market  the  line  in  the 
year    1899-1900. 


"  Second  Consolidation "  Matters  Still  in  Progress. 


Matters  relating  to  the  consolidation  of 
strong  "outside"  bicycle  makers  are  still  in 
progress.  Mr.  McMullen  was  in  Chicago  a 
short  time  ago,  and  used  the  opportunity  to 
call  together  a  few  of  the  makers  in  that  vi- 
cinity. The  subject  was  talked  over  infor- 
mally, and  it  is  said  that  the  idea  of  inviting 
two  or  three  more  strong  concerns  to  con- 
sider the  plan   was  broached,  and  that  after- 


ward   Mr.    McMullen    did   extend    such    invi- 
tation. 

As  recently  stated  in  The  Wheel,  Mr.  Mc- 
Mullen will  consider  the  plan  feasible  or 
otherwise,  and  will  personally  continue  with 
it  or  drop  it,  as  soon  as  certain  stockholders 
of  concerns — some  of  them  absent  in  Europe 
— can  be  heard  from.  The  matter  may  not 
be   decided  until   early   next   month. 


Latest  News  About  the  Canadian  Combine. 


Toronto,  Ont.,  Sept.  23. — The  machinery  is 
to-day  being  removed  from  the  Gendron  bi- 
cycle factory  to  the  Brantford  factory,  while 
the  Massey-Harris  machinery  has  been  taken 
to  the  Cleveland  plant.  The  Welland-Vale 
factory  will  not  be  interfered  with  for  the 
present,   and   there   will  be   but   little   change 


made  by  the  combine  in  the  models  of  next 
season.  The  combine  is  at  present  under  the 
management  of  a  provisional  management 
committee,  of  which  E.  R.  Thomas  is  chair- 
man, and  W.  H.  Shaply  in  charge  of  the 
purchasing  department.  The  deal  having  for 
its  object  the  purchase  of  the  wood  rim  fac- 


tories, for  some  reason  or  another  seems  to 
be  hanging  fire,  and  the  manager  of  one 
of  the  wood  rim  concerns  says  there  is  no 
likelihood  of  anything  being  done  along  the 
lines  of  selling  out  to  the  Trust.  The  com- 
bine are  now  getting  quotations  from  each 
of  the  factories  for  rims  for  next  season.  In 
short,  it  is  generally  admitted  that  for  the 
coming  season  the  Trust  will  purchase  froni 
the  manufacturers  pretty  much  the  same  as 
they  have  previously  done,  since  the  com- 
bine will  not  be  in  position  to  make  their  own 
rims  in  time  for  this  season's  machines. 

Upon  receipt  of  the  news  from  the  States 
that  an  anti-combine  was  contemplated  on 
your  side  of  the  line  it  soon  became  rumored 
here  that  an  effort  would  be  made  to  form 
another  Canadian  company  in  opposition  to 
the  big  one.  At  the  time  this  is  sent,  how- 
ever, nothing  more  tangible  than  a  rumor 
can  be  made  responsible  for  the  new  deal. 


WHAT'S    THIS? 


Combine  in  England,  Too,  or  Has  Great  Britain  Just 
Heard  of  the  A.  B.  C? 

The  following  press  dispatch  under  a  Lon- 
don date-line  is  unaccompanied  by  a  chart  or 
diagram,  hence  is  incapable  of  being  under- 
stood by  anyone  who  is  not  a  mind-reader: 

"Cyclists  are  deeply  interested  in  the  rumor 
of  a  manufacturers'  syndicate  which  is  ex- 
pected to  produce  a  high-grade  wheel  for  $42. 

"The  syndicate  will  be  welcomed  by  those 
having  at  heart  the  best  interests  of  British 
commerce,  for  it  is  an  undoubted  fact  that  the 
cheaper  cycles  of  the  Americans  and  Germans 
are  fast  driving  the  British  bicycle  makers 
out  of  all  the  foreign  markets. 

"Once  the  deal  is  effected,  there  will  arise 
from  the  ashes  of  the  'Hooleyized'  bicycle 
trade  prosperous  British  industries." 


CYCLE  AND  PLATING   QUITS. 


A  Somewliat  Unexpected  Sliut  Down  of  a  Supposedly 

Prosperous  Concern. 

Cleveland,  Sept.  25. — The  Ohio  Cycle  & 
Plating  Works,  of  this  city,  were  placed  in 
the  hands  of  an  assignee  last  Thursday.  The 
failure  is  in  the  nature  of  a  surprise  to  the 
trade  here,  for  it  was  announced  several 
weeks  ago  that  the  company  had  secured  ad- 
ditional capital  and  had  reorganized  to  ex- 
tend and  push  the  business.  It  would  seem 
that  these  plans  had  miscarried.  The  com- 
pany has  been  quite  an  important  factor  in 
the  local  small  trade,  manufacturing  frames 
for  assemblers  and  doing  nickeling  and  en- 
ameling on  a  large  scale.  William  Gold- 
hammer  was  at  the  head  of  the  concern. 


WILL  MAKE  TOOL  BAGS. 


Machinery  from  Westboro  and  Canton  to  Go  to  the 
Elyria    Plant. 

Elyria,  O.,  Sept.  22. — The  tool  bags  used 
on  the  wheels  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co., 
recently  organized,  will  be  made  at  the  Gar- 
ford  factory  here.  The  tool-bag  machinery 
heretofore  used  at  the  Hunt  factory,  at  West- 
boro, Mass.,  and  that  used  by  the  Gilliam 
Company,  at  Canton,  will  be  removed  to 
Elyria.  This  will  mean  the  employment  of  a 
considerably  larger  number  of  men  in  Elyria. 


Henry  P.  Andrae,  of  the  Julius  Andrae  & 
Sons  Co.,  Milwaukee,  came  to  New  York 
from  Boston  on  Tuesday  and  went  home  that 
night. 
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EXPECT  TO  REVOLUTIONIZE  TUBE  MAKING. 


Toledo,  Sept.  25.— The  Kellogg  Seamless 
Tube  plant  at  Findlay,  which  has  been  in  the 
hands  of  a  receiver  for  some  time,  has  been 
sold  to  a  company  of  which  Mr.  Edward 
Baltzley,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  is  the  head. 
The  court  confirmed  the  sale  last  Tuesday 
afternoon,  and  by  the  terms  of  the  transfer 
$5,000  are  paid  down  and  the  remainder  of  $43,- 
000  is  to  be  paid  as  the  court  directs.  There 
are  a  number  of  law  suits  pending,  and  these 
will  be  tried  to  determine  where  the  remain- 
ing money   goes. 

The  new  owner  of  the  plant  is  well  known, 
having  been  for  a  number  years  the  private 
secretary  of  Senator  John  Sherman.  He  has 
ample  means,  and  will  proceed  to  work  out 
the  patents  of  Colonel  Heckert,  who  was  one 
of  the  original  members  of  the  Kellogg  Com- 
pany. In  an  interesting  talk  with  Mr.  Baltz- 
ley, a  Wheel  representative  learned  that  with 
these  patents  the  new  company  expect  to  "-ev- 
olutionize  steel-tube  making.  He  said:  "At 
present  tube  making  is  expensive.  The  pro- 
cess of  changing  a  steel  mill  to  make  another 
size  tube  is  where  the  money  is  spent.  For 
instance,  every  time  the  late  Coe,  Powers  & 


Co.  wished  to  change  from  making  a  two- 
inch  to  a  six-inch  tube,  it  cost  nearly  $100. 
The  universal  mill  which  we  will  put  in  en- 
ables one  man  to  stand  with  a  small  lever  and 
change  the  machine  to  any  size  required  at  no 
expense.  The  one  mill  will  turn  out  anything 
from  one-inch  bicycle  tubing  to  13-inch  tub- 
ing. 

"Will  the  plant  enlarge?  Necessarily,  yes. 
This  is  no  experiment.  It  is  a  success  before 
a  stroke  of  work  is  done.  Our  plan  is  to 
have  a  series  of  mills,  with  experienced  men 
in  charge  of  each  and  every  department.  We 
will  employ  no  boys.  Colonel  Heckert  will 
be  the  general  manager. 

"Machinery  is  being  manufactured  in  the 
East  according  to  Colonel  Heckert's  models 
and  will  be  shipped  here  at  once,  now  that  the 
sale  has  been  confirmed.  Active  work  will 
be  rapidly  pushed.  We  will  employ  over  100 
men  at  the  start,  and  will  increase  that  num- 
ber as  soon  as  possible." 

The  old  mill,  which  has  been  a  Jonah  to 
the  people  of  Findlay,  promises  again  to  be 
a  profitable  enterprise  for  the  town,  and  will 
therefore  be  heartily  welcomed. 


The  Probable  Course  of  Automobile  Prices. 


Automobile  vehicles  are  now  sold  at  all 
sorts  of  prices.  Interest  attaches  to  the 
$600  "Locomobile,"  which  is  really  the  Stan- 
ley steam  wagon.  The  "Locomobile"  is  con- 
trolled and  manufactured  by  Barber,  the  as- 
phalt magnate. 

Barber  &  Walker,  who  own  the  "Cosmo- 
politan" magazine,  are  neighbors  at  Ardsley, 
up  the  Hudson,  north  of  New  York  City. 
Walker  persuaded  Barber  to  join  him  in  buy- 
ing the  control  from  the  Stanley  brothers,  so 
that  Walker,  junior,  and  Barber,  junior,  might 
be  installed  in  a  profitable  business  together. 
Done. 

Then  there  was  a  falling  out  on  policy.  It 
resulted  in  an  agreement  by  which  Walker, 
junior,  will  run  a  factory  of  his  own  at  Ards- 
ley, while  the  present  Stanley  plant,  at  New- 
ton, will  assemble  machines  for  Barber,  jun- 
ior. For  a  time  the  Barber  machine  (the  "Lo- 
comobile") and  the  Walker  machine  (not  yet 
named)  will  probably  be  much  alike.  Soon 
mechanical  evolution  will  make  them  differ- 
ent, except  in  the  original  principle. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Barber-Walker 
agreement  to  live  apart  in  the  automobile  bus- 


iness includes  a  scale  of  prices,  by  which,  in 
five  years,  the  price  will  have  decreased  from 
$600  to  $300.  In  the  meantime,  it  is  said, 
Barber  intends  to  allow  retailers  a  discount 
as  soon  as  he  can  manufacture  rapidly  enough 
to  meet  the  demand,  which  is  at  present  more 
than  four  months  ahead  of  the  supply.  As 
soon  as  Barber  can  manufacture  more  than 
enough  to  keep  the  dealer  going,  it  is  fur- 
thermore asserted,  he  intends  to  cut  the  price 
— ^bearing  in  mind  the  five-year  agreement 
with  Walker. 

I'his  rumored  policy  should  interest  auto- 
mobile manufacturers,  dealers  and  buyers. 
The  Stanley  wagon  weighs  only  500  pounds 
and  is  a  powerful  competition  among  light 
road  vehicles.  Its  principle  may  some  day 
be  applied  to  motor  cycles,  pleasure  launches 
and  other  things  that  move — including  lawn- 
mowers.  The  Barber- Walker  people  only 
control  the  application  to  road  vehicles. 

A  thirty-minute  ride  is  given  to  anyone  ap- 
plying to  Barber.  A  wagon  leaves  his  up- 
town place  in  New  York  City  every  half  hour. 
Applications  are  now  made  three  days  in  ad- 
vance. 


Philadelphia  Export  Exhibits  Getting  into  Shape. 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Sept.  26.— Matters  at  the 
National  Export  Exposition  are  at  last  as- 
suming proper  shape,  and  this  week  should 
see  all  the  displays  in  order  and  everything 
running  smoothly. 

As  The  Wheel  has  pointed  out,  the  scarci- 
ty of  bicycle  exhibits  is  to  be  deplored.  One 
reason  for  this  is  doubtless  the  failure  of  man- 
■ufacturers  to  appreciate  the  international  char- 
acter of  the  Exposition  or  to  properly  in- 
vestigate its  business  advantages,  either  from 


a  foreign  or  domestic  standpoint.  Notwith- 
standing the  enterprise  and  intelligence  dis- 
played by  the  management  in  putting  the 
Exposition  and  its  merits  before  the  public, 
there  has  been  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  the 
bicycle  industry  to  treat  it  as  a  local  affair, 
offering  no  special  advantages  from  a  trade- 
promoting  point  of  view. 

That  this  was  a  false  position  has  already 
been  clearly  demonstrated.  Another  reason 
and,   perhaps  the   most  potent   one,   was   the 


American  Bicycle  Co.  and  the  uncertainty 
regarding  it,  the  organization  only  being 
finally  effected  when  the  time  was  too  short 
to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  and  to 
get  up-to-date  models  ready  for  exhibition. 
Under  most  favorable  circumstances  Septem- 
ber is  too  early  for  a  bicycle  display.  Never- 
theless,, there  is  a  very  creditable  exhibition 
of  bicycles  and  sundries.  What  is  lacking  in 
number  is  made  up  in  quality  and  variety. 

There  was  much  protesting  by  exhibitors 
in  the  opening  days  at  what  they  termed  rank 
mismanagement,  insufferable  red'  tape  and  a 
disposition  to  use  the  sand  bag.  One  ex- 
citable individual  compared  two  experiences 
— one  with  the  Exposition  and  the  other  with 
Jesse  James  out  in  Missouri.  He  said  he  pre- 
ferred Jesse;  seemed  to  think  he  let  him  off 
easier.  Unfortunately  there  were  some 
grounds  for  complaint  at  the  start,  but  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  little  patience  and  consideration, 
together  with  an  evident  desire  on  the  part 
pf  the  management  to  treat  all  fairly  and  all 
alike,  seem  to  have  smoothed  out  all  the 
wrinkles,  and  inquiry  among  the  bicycle  ex- 
hibitors last  night  indicated  a  much  better 
feeling  all  around.  A  person  who  cannot  get 
along  with  Director-General  Wilson  and  his 
active  assistant  in  charge,  Mr.  Felder,  must 
be  hard  to  suit,  and  it  is  the  writer's  opinion, 
after  as  careful  investigation  as  circumstances 
permitted,  that  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  previous 
friction  (now  happily  disappeared),  was  caused 
by  a  multiplicity  of  inexperienced  committee- 
men, clothed  with  more  or  less  authority  and 
anxious  to  show  their  badges.  Mr.  Felder  is 
an  experienced  exposition  manager,  and,  if 
given  more  authority  and  some  discretionary 
power,  there  would  be  more  satisfaction. 

As  a  matter  of  course,  there  was  bound  to 
be  trouble  about  the  free  tickets.  Exhibitors 
at  bicycle  shows  have  always  been  treated  so 
generously  in  the  matter  of  tickets,  and  have 
in  so  many  instances  so  shamefully  abused 
their  privileges,  that  anything  like  a  restric- 
tion on  unlimited  admissions  seemed  at  first 
sight  too  radical  a  change  to  be  tolerated. 
The  Exposition  people  give  one  season  com- 
plimentary ticket  to  each  exhibitor,  and  as 
many  season  photographic  tickets  as  may  be 
necessary  for  the  conduct  of  the  exhibit, 
charging  for  the  latter  $2  each  (a  pretty  stiff 
price). 

Now  right  here  is  where  the  trouble  comes 
in.  Take  the  Pope  Mfg.  Co.,  for  instance. 
Under  the  rule  Mr.  Gilbert,  in  charge,  or 
some  other  designated  person,  gets  the  com- 
plimentary ticket.  If  Colonel  Albert  or  Colonel 
George  or  Mr.  Lienhard  (superintendent  of  the 
foreign  department)  visit  the  show  they  must 
either  "dig  up  the  price"  for  admission  or 
pay  $2  to  have  a  picture  taken.  The  gentle- 
men named  are  amiable  and  as  good-natured 
as  any  persons  living,  and  they  all  take  good 
pictures,  but  they  do  say  that  when  Lienhard 
heard  about  the  picture  business  he  was  so 
swollen  with  indignation  that  he  looked  like 
Joe  Grimes  (557J),  and  for  awhile  it  seemed 
as  if  the  Columbia  space  would  have  to  be 
enlarged  to  meet  the  occasion. 

However,  everything  has  been  adjusted. 
Give  the  director-general  and  his  assistant  a 
chance  to  adjust  circumstances  to  cases,  and 
all  the  uneasiness  and  dissatisfaction  will  dis- 
appear like  water  off  a  duck's  back. 

The  show  is  certainly  a  success,  is  well 
worth  seeing  and  will  do  lots  of  good  to  the 
business   of  bicycle   exporting. 
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GEORGE  E.  SHARROT  &  CO., 
Bicycles,  Sundries  and  €xpm  RepaiHng. 


No.  152>^  Monticello  Avenue. 


Telephone  t  (500  B,  Bergen. 


NEAR  BELMONT  AVENUE. 


Jersey  aty,N,  J.,  May  10th,    1899, 


THE  GEORGE  N. 


PIERCE  CO., 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Gentlemen: 

I  am  sending  you  by  express  a  fork  for  Model  #124 
which  has  been  in  a  collision  on  Saturday  last,  and  it  shows 
a  remarkable  test  of  strength.   The  crown  plates  are  bent, 
but  there  is  not  a  crack  or  sign  of  the  brazing  loosened. 
A  customer  of  mine  who  owns  this  wheel  says  he  struck  a  rock 
over  two  feet  high  while  riding  on  Staten  Island  on  a  side 
path  in  the  dark.   He  was  going  along  at  a  very  good  speed, 
had  his  lamp  lit,  but  did  not  see  the  rock  until  he  struck 
it.   He  says  he  thought  he  hit  a  stone  wall.   He  went  over 
the  handle  bar,  and  laid  in  the  road  unconscious  for  about  ten 
minutes.   His  friends  worked  with  him  and  brought  him  around  all 
right,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  bad  looking  face.   His  first 
thought  was  of  his  new  wheel,  as,  he  says,  he  expected  it  was 
smashed  to  pieces.   He  picked  it  up  and  rode  home,  and  was  very 
much  surprised  that  he  had  any  part  left  in  good  condition.   The 
frame  is  all  right,  and  the  fork  is  the  only  part  damaged.   He  has 
been  showing  his  friends  the  fork,  and  it  has  proved  one  of  the 
best  ''ads"  I  have  ever  had,  as  the  man  tells  the  story  himself 
and  I  don"t  have  to  say  a  word,  for  any  mechanic  can  see  that  the 
wheel  stood  a  test  which  very  few  ever  come  out  of  in  the  same 
condition.   He  wishes  me  to  tell  The  George  N.  Pierce  Co.  that  he 
owes  his  life  to  the  quality  of  the  wheel  he  was  riding,  as  his 
weight  is  about  180  or  190  pounds,  and  that  he  will  do  all  in  his 
power  in  the  future  tp  say  a  good  word  for  the  Pierce, 

Please  repair  the  fork,  and  send  bill,  as  we  do  not  care  to 
fix  it;  we  would  rather  have  it  done  at  the.  factory.   The  owner's 
name  is  William  Merz,  Foreman  Western  Electric  Company,  57  Bethune 
St. ,  New  York. 

Pierce  year  in  Jersey  City,  jand  we  are  selling  them 


This  is  a 
like  hot  cakes 


Hoping  to  hear  from  you,  I  remain. 

Very  truly  yours. 
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The  George  N.  Pierce  Go. 

BUFFALO.  BOSTON.  NEW  YORK. 


Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 
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VALUE  Of  LETTERS. 


SOME  old  subjects  are  always  new.  The  subject  of  the 
value  of  letters  in  securing-  and  keeping  customers  is 
one  of  them.  It  has  been  treated  in  The  Wheel  before.  This 
is  a  suitable  time  for  treating  it  again. 

It  is  a  pronounced  fact  that,  capital,  quality  of  goods  and 
so  forth  being  equal,  the  concerns  that  have  won  the  greatest 
distinction  in  the  cycle  trade  have  been  those  in  which  liberal 
and  interesting  trade-paper  advertising  and  the  right  kind  of 
letter-writing  have  been  used. 

It  is  not  intended  here  to  try  to  tell  what  is  the  right  kind 
and  quantity  of  advertising  and  letter-writing.  Impossible 
task.  There  are  many  right  kinds.  A  thousand  experts  may 
accomplish  the  same  kind  of  success  in  a  thousand  dififerent 
ways.  Business  statistics  prove  that  for  every  thousand  ex- 
perts there  are  ten  thousand  non-experts. 

The  non-experts — while  they  are  succeeding  as  the  result 
of  lucky  chance — find  it  hard  to  admit  that  they  lack  the 
qualities  purposed  to  be  recommended  here.  It  is  hoped  that 
these  lines  will  hit  the  intelligences  of  such  of  this  class  as  have 
begun  to  lose  that  conceit  which  is  almost  always  caused  by 
success  from  sheer  luck. 

It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  the  good  points  of  a  con- 
cern and  its  products  should  be  impressed  upon  customers, 
real  and  prospective,  by  a  personality  which  knows  how  to 
attract  and  keep  sympathies  through  the  agency  of  printer's 
ink  and  letter-writing.  Very  often — as  the  history  of  the  cycle 
trade  proves- — the  head  of  a  concern  lacks  that  personality. 

If  you  haven't  got  it,  Mr.  Manufacturer,  get  it.  You  may 
find  it  in  some  young  man  who  is  now  one  of  the  cheapest 
clerks  in  your  office.  Probably  you  will  find  it  a  bit  higher 
up  in  your  own  place  or  outside.  Get  it.  Then  watch  it,  but 
don't  worry  it.  A  man  built  for  that  work  needs  no  nagging 
to  learn  or  to  work.  Natural  enthusiasm  for  his  work  will 
make  him  work  himself  to  the  bone.  He  will  go  at  his  work 
as  a  terrier  goes  at  a  rat. 


If  the  head  of  the  concern  himself  has  that  kind  of  person- 
ality, he  should  write  his  own  advertisements,  and  the  letters 
as  well,  if  his  financial  duties  will  permit  it  without  causing 
overwork;  but  such  a  man  should  have  a  bright  apprentice 
near  his  elbow — a  sympathetic  young  worker  who  can  grad- 
ually absorb  the  master's  style  without  worrying  the  master. 

This  much  more:  A  letter  must  be  more  than  a  prompt 
reply.  A  fussy  credit  department  can  undo  much  of  the  work 
of  good  advertising  and  good  letter-writing.  An  incompetent 
stock  clerk  or  shipping  department  can  knock  the  best  work  of 
the  sales  and  correspondence  department  into  a  cocked  hat. 


TERMS,   CASH. 


WITHIN  the  past  decade  that  system  of  credit  known  as 
the  installment  plan  has  reached  a  degree  of  elongation, 
or  latitude — it  is  as  broad  as  it  is  long — that  is  a  source  of 
wonder  to  the  oldest  inhabitant.  Building  lots,  bicycles  and 
household  furniture  can  be  acquired  by  the  payment  of  |1  a 
week  for  a  considerable  number  of  weeks. 

The  credit  system  entire  has  been  afifected  by  this  install- 
ment feature.  Its  pressure  upon  the  retailer's  financial  carry- 
ing ability  has  been  passed  along  to  the  wholesaler  and  man- 
ufacturer. 

But  the  tide  is  turning.  It  is  not  becoming  easier  for  the 
buyer  to  depart  from  the  installment  payment  plan.  His  wages, 
saving  ability  and  capacity  for  waiting  have  not  improved, 
generally  speaking.  But  the  matter  is  being  manipulated  from 
the  other  end.  Manufacturers — in  the  hardware  trade,  for 
example — are  sharing  an  increasing  disposition  to  not  only 
sell  for  cash,  but  for  net  cash;  to  obliterate  the  cash  discount. 
This  contracts  the  latitude  which  the  jobber  can  give  to  the 
retailer,  who  must  in  turn  be  less  lenient  to  the  consumer.  In 
some  instances  the  jobber  has  been  entirely  and  successfully 
eliminated,  and  there  are  strong  signs,  notably  in  the  fresh- 
meat  business,  that  the  independent  retailer  himself  is  to  be 
wiped  out. 

It  is  all  a  part  of  the  wave  of  radical  industrial  centraHzation 
which  is  gradually  but  swiftly  creating  a  new  economic  con- 
dition on  this  continent.  And,  theoretically,  centralization  is 
right.  It  means  reduced  cost  of  production.  It  should — and 
probably  will — include  equitable  distribution  of  profits.  In 
any  event,  it  involves  closer  control  and  gradual  eHmination 
of  credit.  It  means  a  return  of  the  condition  under  which 
our  parents  lived;  the  condition  of  being  compelled  to  have 
money  before  spending  it. 

Manufacturers  and  others  who  are  beginning  to  apply  the 
"terms-cash"  policy  should  not  forget  the  amenities  of  export 
trade.  Buyers  in  other  lands  want  and  will  get  long  credit — 
if  not  here,  then  elsewhere. 


TEN  YEARS  HENCE. 


"  T  JNLESS  radical  changes  occur,  by  which  enthusiasm 
LJ      will  be  renewed  and  maintained,  cycling  will  not  be 
as  strong  in  America  ten  years  hence  as  it  is  now." 

The  declaration  is  put  in  the  form  of  a  quotation  because 
it  is  not  the  declaration  of  The  Wheel.  It  is  not  the  declara- 
tion of  any  one  mind.  In  giving  it  publicity  The  Wheel 
does  not  stand  sponsor  for  it.  On  the  other  hand,  it  cannot 
be  said  to  lack  plausibility.     It  is  worthy  of  discussion. 

In  the  course  of  pleasing  and  valued  conversations  which 
have  occurred  in  the  editorial  office  of  this  journal,  between 
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members  of  the  trade  and  our  own  staff,  the  eventuahty  of 
cyding  has  been  a  frequent  topic,  and  more  than  once  the 
essence  of  the  declaration  here  quoted  has  found  expression 
as  a  spontaneous  conviction. 

Take  up  the  human  probabihties,  not  the  recreative,  sporting 
or  economic  view  of  the  matter.  Cychng  will  never  die  out 
as  long  as  the  present  civilization  "continues.  That  much  is  a 
certain  economic  fact.  A  very  large  and  increasing  number  of 
working  people  actually  feel  compelled  to  use  the  bicycle  for 
time-saving  and  money-saving  purposes.  This  fact  would  exist 
even  if  the  old  high  wheel  had  not  been  superseded.  But  those 
to  whom  cycling  is  only  a  recreation,  or  a  sport — will  they  re- 
main steadfast? 

Look  among  your  own  cycling  friends.  Of  these,  who  were 
enthusiastic  riders  a  few  years  ago,  how  many  ride  at  all  now? 
How  many  keep  their  wheels  in  corners  for  weeks  and  months? 
How  often  do  you  ride  your  own  wheel? 

New  blood  is  coming  in  all  the  time — much  faster  than  the 
old  blood  is  losing  interest.  It  may  be  of  a  different  class. 
It  may  not  look  at  cycling  as  you  did  and  do.  But  it  is  com- 
ing in,  and  is  likely  to  keep  on  coming  until  about  one  person 
in  every  ten  rides  a  bicycle.  That  will  be  about  the  limit.  It 
can  be  reached.     Can  it  be  maintained? 

Without  venturing  to  be  positive,  we  are  inclined  to  answer 
no — provisionally.  The  limit  will  be  reached,  maintained,  even 
exceeded,  if  there  is  a  continuation  of  stimulating  novelty. 
Otherwise,  probably  not.  The  average  American  is  mentally 
and  nervously  active,  but  lazy  in  a  purely  physical  sense.  In 
baseball,  rowing,  general  athletics,  he  works  by  proxy.  He 
would  personally  indulge  more  in  hunting,  camping,  touring, 
if  he  had  the  means  and  the  time.  He  cannot  endure  mo- 
notony. He  must  have  change.  He  is  a  good  deal  of  a  French- 
man.   The  effect  of  climate  upon  nerves  has  done  this. 

Change  will  probably  come.  There  never  was  a  demand 
but  there  came  a  supply.  The  automatic  coaster,  the  chain- 
less  driving  gear,  and  especially  the  motor-cycle,  will  rejuven- 
ate waning  enthusiasm  and  breed  new.  But  as  to  the  ability 
of  the  average  man  to  indulge  in  motor-cycling,  even  ten 
years  from  now,  or  the  ability  of  any  device  less  stimulating 
to  permanently  maintain  the  maximum  of  cycHng  interest, 
there  are  doubts. 


We  have  something  very  akin  to  a  conviction  that  more 
than  one-halt  of  the  news  and  other  newspaper  matter  sent 
to  us  from  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  is  entirely  apocry- 
phal in  character.    .    .    . — Scottish  Cyclist. 

A  SHOT  at  the  United  States  that  we  cannot  understand, 
except  upon  the  assumption  that  whoever  does  that 
which  is  out  of  accord  with  British  desires  or  beliefs  is  a 
heathen,  unworthy  of  association  with  decent  men.  Perhaps 
Editor  Nisbet,  who  was  once  in  this  country  long  enough  to 
know  better  than  permit  the  publication  of  such  comment  in 
his  paper,  will  be  manly  enough  to  respond  to  this  invitation 
to  express  his  opinion  of  the  quality  of  truth  as  recently  re- 
vealed by  a  British  journal,  "The  Cyclist,"  in  its  widely-cir- 
culated comparison  of  a  dirt-cheap  American  bicycle  (since 
proved  to  be  Belgian,  not  American)  with  a  British  machine  of 

moderately  high  price. 

*     »     « 

SO]\lE  love  cycling  for  its  beauties.  Some  find  beauty,  or. 
at  least,  satisfaction,  in  the  labor  of  it— the  continuous 
turning  of  the  pedals.  These  are  the  fanatics.  They  burn 
with  zeal  a  year  or  two.  Then  they  burn  out  and  cycling  is  the 
better  for  their  going.     No  good  can  come  to  cycling  through 


such  disgusting  realism  as  cropped  out  during  the  recent  700- 
mile  road  ride  of  an  over-zealous,  nervous  New  York  girl. 
"Worn  and  peaked — wears  an  eye  shade — granulated  eyelids — 
skin  drawn — nose  red — fever  blister  on  lip — hands  slightly 
swollen — voice  steadied  with  an  effort" — such  bits  of  descrip- 
tion and  stronger  ones  covered  the  daily  newspaper  reports  of 
her  ride.  No  womanly  mother,  reading  such  stuff,  would 
care  to  have  her  daughter  cycle. 

■»     *     » 

SAYS  a  man  in  the  trade:  "If  the  Brooklyn  Bridge  were 
made  safe,  one  hundred  thousand  more  bicycles  would 
be  sold  next  year  as  a  result  of  it."  Says  a  cyclist  in  support 
of  the  allegement:  "I  can  ride  a  wheel  from  my  work  in  New 
York  to  my  home  in  Brooklyn  in  twenty-five  minutes,  by  way 
of  the  Bridge.  But  the  Bridge  is  dangerous,  and  I  often  cross 
it  by  trolley.     The  trip  home  that  way  takes  an  hour  and. a 

quarter." 

*     *     * 

FIGURES  show  that  36  miles  of  cycle  path  cost  St.  Paul 
115,000,  while  Minneapolis  spent  |12,000  on  22  miles; 
$416.24  and  |545.10  per  mile,  respectively,  and  a  total  ex- 
penditure of  $27,000  for  58  miles.  If  figures  do  not  lie,  the 
same  amount  of  money  would  have  built  278  miles  of  path, 
pleasing  to  the  eye,  dustless,  rutless  and  elastic,  if  oil  had 
been  used  instead  of  more  expensive  and  less  desirable  mate- 
rials. 
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ANUFACTURERS  of  automobile  vehicles  like  to  say 
with  a  sad  smile  of  immolation,  that  there  isn't  any 
profit  in  the  business  yet,  but  it  is  hoped  there  will  be.  The 
Electric  Vehicle  Company's  report  for  the  first  half  of  this 
year  shows  a  gross  income  of  $573,000,  expense  of  |40,000,  net 
income  of  |533,000.  Of  this  $324,000  has  been  given  to  stock- 
holders as  dividend.     Which  is  not  altogether  bad. 

*  »     * 

MR.  DEALER,  don't  ask  your  inanufacturer  to  ship  ducks 
as  drakes,  so  that  you  can  get  the  benefit  of  a  lower 
freight  rate.  The  manufacturer's  reputation  is  worth  much  to 
him.  Railroad  inspectors  sometimes  open  cases  to  see  if  the 
goods  are  what  they  are  claimed  to  be.  Anyway,  asking  a 
manufacturer  to  be  dishonest  is  foolish,  to  say  the  least. 

*  *     * 

MR.  MANUFACTURER,  while  you  are  considering  auto- 
mobilism,  and  before  you  decide  that  the  smaller  ma- 
chines, the  motor  cycles,  will  not  be  popular  here,  remember 
that  there  are  in  Paris  several  thousand  of  the  motor  tricycles 
alone,  and  there  would  be  very  many  more  if  the  motors  could 
be  more  rapidly  manufactured. 

*  *     * 

THE  trouble  is  with  so  many  of  those  who  predict  that 
the  acetylene  lamp  will  soon  be  dropped  for  the  old  oil 
lamp,  that  they  close  by  saying  there  is  a  fortune  awaiting  the 
producer  of  the  right  gas  lamp.  People  are  still  making  simi- 
lar predictions  about  electric  light.     Meantime,  it  is  used. 

«     »     * 

APROPOS  to  the  subject  of  steel  prices  is  the  fact  that  one 
large  steel  works  is  furnishing  steel  rails  to  a  railroad 
corporation  on  an  old  contract  at  -I^IO,  and  the  railroad  is  fur- 
nishing old  rails  to  the  steel  works  at  $21. 

*  •     • 
URERS    are    ready — simply    awaiting    the 


MANUFACTURE 
word  "go." 


1899. 


13 


4^«-c<>4- 


VEST-POCKET  ELECTRICITY. 


Here  You  Have  the  Elusive  Fluid  Put  Up  in  Handy 
Capsules  for  Home  Use. 


TALK  about  your  Aladdins!  Why,  gentle- 
men of  his  ilk  will  look  like  fourteen 
cents  when  it  co'mes  to  the  light  and  fuel 
question  if  the  plans  and  promises  of  a  com- 
pany presidented  and  largely  officered  by 
prominent  wheelmen  succeed  in  doing  any- 
thing like  what  it  promises. 

Aladdin's  wonderful  lamp  will  not  be  in  it 
with  the  discovery  of  a  new  chemical  com- 
pound which,  if  the  sanguine  statements  of 
its  discoverers  prove  to  be  true,  will  revolu- 
tionize the  electrical  world. 

A  company  has  entered  the  electrical  field 
with  the  proposition  to  sell  one-horse  power 
for  about  10  cents  an  hour.  It  is  the  National 
Light  &  Power  Co.,  which  was  incorporated 
in  New  Jersey  recently  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $15,000,000.  The  company  will  begin  manu- 
facturing the  patent  devices  within  the  next 
few  weeks. 

Incidentally,  the  company  will  be  the  par- 
ent of  several  State  companies,  and  also  an 
electrical  company  for  the  heating  and  light- 
ing of  railway  cars.  The  company,  in  brief, 
will  be  a  formidable  opponent  of  the  Rice- 
Whitney  storage  power  companies  which 
have  been  formed  within  the  past  few  months. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  National  Light  & 
Power  Co.  to  enter  exactly  the  same  fields 
and  try  to  build  motors  and  supply  the  motor 
power  at  much  cheaper  prices  than  the  Rice 
companies.  It  will  build  automobiles  and 
equip  them,  and  the  sub-companies  will  oper- 
ate them. 

The  company  will  equip  residences  with 
batteries  and  provide  power  for  fans,  sewing 
machines,  medical  purposes,  suburban  lamps, 
boats,  launches  and  yachts.  It  proposes,  in 
brief,  to  enter  every  field  where  the  electrical 
power  has  ever  been  tried. 

The  office  of  the  coimpany  is  in  this  city. 
It  was  said  there  yesterday  that  the  stock 
of  the  company  was  all  of  one  kind  and  was 
divided  into  150,000  shares. 

Frank  R.  Walton,  one  of  the  managing  di- 
rectors, said  that  all  the  patents  held  by  the 
company  were  basic  patents,  and  were  secured 
in  every  country  of  the  world. 

"Our  battery  has  some  of  the  features  which 
every  electrician  of  the  country  for  the  past 
20  years  has  been  striving  for,"  he  said.  "It 
is  a  self-primary,  generating  battery,  and  is 
charged  with  capsules  which  contain  the 
chemicals  used  for  producing  the  electrical 
power. 

"They  are  very  light,  and  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  features  in  connection  with  the 
batteries  is  the  fact  that  they  do  not  lose  any 
of  the  power  through  storage.  We  use  no 
copper  in  the  batteries,  but  fill  them  with 
water,  and  then  the  capsule  is  dropped  in  and 
the  power  is  generated. 

"From  tests  it  has  been  found  that  climatic 
conditions  have  no  effect  on  the  chemicals 
used  in  the  capsules  or  tabules.  When  a  bat- 
tery is  once  charged  it  will  generate  power  for 
three  months. 


"There  is  no  electrical  skill  necessary  to 
take  care  of  the  plant,  and  there  is  no  fuel 
required.  The  battery  has  no  complicated 
machinery  to  get  out  of  order,  and  the  chem- 
icals are  non-explosive  and  non-coimbustible. 

"In  addition  to  these  benefits,  it  has  been 
found  that  the  battery  which  will  be  used  for 
automobiles  will  be  at  least  one-third  lighter 
than  what  is  required  by  electrical  storage 
batteries.  At  present  the  latter  weigh  about 
1,200  pounds,  while  our  motor  will  weigh  only 
400  pounds. 

"The  light  and  power  generated  by  our 
process  will  be  the  most  inexpensive  of  any 
electrical  light  and  power  yet  manufactured, 
as  the  chemicals  used  are  very  cheap.  Actual 
experiments  have  demonstrated  that  by  our 
process  a  house  can  be  lighted  more  cheaply 
than  with  coal  oil. 

"Our  plans  are  ready  to  erect  a  large  plant 
in  Jersey  City.  The  factory  will  be  200x100, 
and  all  the  various  batteries  will  be  manu- 
factured there.  Already  there  are  being  or- 
ganized five  different  State  companies,  which 
will  secure  from  us  the  exclusive  privilege  to 
operate  the  devices  m  those  States.  The  capi- 
tal stock  of  these  companies  will  be  about 
$3,000,000. 

"We  are  now  forming  cormpanies  for  the 
States  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Massa- 
chusetts, New  Jersey,  Illinois  and  Con- 
necticut. A  separate  company  is  being 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  lighting  railway 
cars  of  every  description.  This  company  will 
be  known  as  the  National  Railway  Light  Co. 
It  will  be  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  New 
Jersey  with  a  capital  stock  of  ■$10,000,000,  This 
company  will  control  all  the  rights  for  the 
lighting  of  railway  cars  of  every  description 
using  our  patent  devices. 

"A  novel  feature  of  the  battery  is  that  the 
capsule  can  be  carried  around  in  one's  vest 
pocket,  and  in  case  the  battery  needs  to  be 
recharged  all  that  is  required  to  be  done  is  to 
slip  the  capsule  in  the  battery.  It  occupies 
only  a  small  space,  and  its  weight  is  not  50 
per  cent  of  the  systems  now  in  use." 

The  present  Board  of  Directors  is  as  fol- 
lows: Milo  M.  Belding,  Belding  Bros.  Co., 
silk  manufacturers;  Edward  L.  Fuller,  presi- 
dent Retsof  Salt  Mining  Co.;  Thomas  H. 
Watkins,  Simpson  &  Watkins,  coal  operators; 
Mulford  D.  Valentine,  president  M.  D.  Val- 
entine &  Bro.  Co.,  manufacturers  fire  brick, 
etc.,  Woodbridge,  N.  J.;  Frank  R.  Walton, 
broker;  Edward  S.  Savage,-  counsellor  at  law, 
New  York;  John  Post,  president  National 
Light  &  Power  Co.  Mr.  Post  is  the  inventor, 
whose  patents  are  controlled  by  the  National 
Light  &  Power  Co. 

Exports  Up  To  Date. 

Exports  of  cycles  and  parts  from  the  port 
of  New  York  for  week  ending  September  26, 
1899: 

Argentine  Republic. — 25  cases  bicycle  ma- 
terial, $1,985. 


Antwerp. — 18  cases  bicycles,  $650;  18  cases 
bicycle  material,  $602. 

Athens. — 1  case  bicycles,  $47. 

Bremen. — 14  cases  bicycles,  $425;  13  cases 
bicycle  material,  $308. 

British  West  Indies. — 18  cases  bicycles, 
$517;  7  cases  bicycle  material,  $398. 

British  Honduras. — 1  case  bicycles,  $24;  2 
cases  bicycle  material,  $11. 

British  Guiana. — 8  cases  bicycles,  $310;  6 
cases  bicycle  material,  $190. 

Brazil. — 37  cases  bicycles,  $1,663;  2  cases 
bicycle  material,  $269. 

British  East  Indies. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $360; 
4  cases  bicycle  material,  $197. 

British  Australia. — 3  cases  bicycles,  $218. 

Copenhagen. — 3  cases  bicycles,  $125. 

Cuba.— 77  cases  bicycles,  $2,891;  50  cases  bi- 
cycle material,  $587. 

Danish  West  Indies. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $40. 

Dutch  Guiana. — 38  cases  bicycles,  $770. 

Ecuador. — 1  case  bicycles,  $71. 

Glasgow. — 1  case  bicycles,  $100. 

Hull. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $40. 

Hamburg. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $61;  2  cases 
bicycle  material,  $36. 

London. — 6  cases  bicycles,  $310;  18  cases 
bicycle  material,  $195. 

Liverpool. — 17  cases  bicycles,  $595;  12  cases 
bicycle  material,  $276. 

Mexico. — 6  cases  bicycles,  $25. 

Peru. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $55;  1  case  bicycle 
material,  $54. 

Porto  Rico. — 7  cases  bicycles,  $77. 

Rotterdam. — 6  cases  bicycles,  $250;  2  cases 
bicycle  material,  $44. 

St.   Petersburg. — 1  case  bicycles,  $122. 

Southampton. — 1  case  bicycles,  $62;  17  cases 
bicycle  material,  $627. 

Stockholm. — 1  case  bicycles,  $25. 

Siam. — 13  cases  bicycles,  $558. 

U.  S.  of  Colombia. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $89. 

Uruguay.- — 23  cases  bicycles,  $664. 

Venezuela. — 1  case  bicycles,  $42. 


GENEVA    WHITES. 


Where  the  Famous  Bicycle  Will  Very  Likely  Be  Built 
Next  Season. 

The  White  wheel  for  1900  will  probably 
be  built  in  the  factory  of  the  Geneva  Cycle 
Co.,  at  Geneva,  Ohio.  Windsor  T.  White, 
of  the  Cleveland  concern,  stated  a  few  days 
ago  that  the  matter  had  not  been  fully  de- 
cided upon,  but  this  would  probably  be  the 
outcome.  In  any  event,  the  line  will  be 
built  another  season,  and  the  office  in  Cleve- 
land will  have  the  handling  of  the  output,  or, 
at    least,  a  portion  of  it. 

Indications  are  not  lacking  that  the  Whites 
are  preparing  to  enter  in  the  motor  carriage 
business.  They  have  been  experimenting 
with  several  varieties  of  machines,  and  last 
week  received  a  sample  of  the  Stanley  steam 
carriage,  or  Locomobile,  as  it  is  more  com- 
monly known.  With  unlimited  capital  and 
immense  factory  facilities,  this  concern  would 
prove  no  small  factor  in  the  business. 


Must  Show  Their  Books, 

Hartford,  Sept.  23. — C.  C.  Goodrich,  trus- 
tee of  the  Worcester  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Mid- 
dletown,  yesterday  secured  from  Judge  Ship- 
man  an  order  upon  Frank  S.  Smith,  of  An- 
gelica, N.  Y.,  receiver  of  the  coinpany,  to 
produce  certain  of  the  company's  books  in 
his  possession  for  examination  by  an  expert 
accountant. 
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LAMP  SIMPLICITY. 


Simplicity    Needed   Not  Only  in   the   Lamp   Itself  but  in  the  Instructions  for  Ising  It  —  The   Average   Man 
Has  Little  Mechanical    Taste   and    Patience  —  Acetylene   Facts   and   Suggestions   for  the  Dealer. 


RESUME. 

This  series  of  articles  is  in  no  wise  antagonistic  to 
oil  and  electric  lamps,  but  is  intended  to  be  of  edu- 
cational interest  to  those  who  recognize  the  possi- 
bilities of  acetylene  lamps  but  are  deterred  from 
selling  or  using  them  by  the  restrictions  of  insurance 
companies  and  by  ignorance  of  the  nature  of  cal- 
cium carbide. 

Previously  The  Wheel  has  shown  that  calcium  car- 
bide is  far  less  dangerous  than  the  ordinary  match, 
and  that  the  restrictive  policy  toward  it  in  the  East 
by  insurance  companies  is  incompatible  with  their 
liberal  policy  in  the  West.  Insurance  companies  tried 
to  retard  the  use  of  electric  lights  in  office  buildings. 
They  oppose  every  new  invention  that  in  any  way 
increases  their  risks.  Despite  their  opposition,  acety- 
lene gas,  the  product  of  calcium  carbide,  is  now  com- 
monly used  for  lighting  dwellings  and  streets  in  many 
parts  of  this  country  and  Europe,  and  their  com- 
plete surrender  in  the  Eastern  States  is  a  matter  of 
time,  controllable  by  the  producers  and  consumers  of 
carbide,  gas  generators  and  gas  lamps.  Acetylene 
gas  lamps  deserve  the  careful  study  and  support  of 
bicycle   agents. 

The  Wheel  of  July  27  contained  a  number  of  com- 
parisons showing  the  advantages  of  acetylene  in  light- 
ing power,  safety,  etc.,  over  other  illuminants.  There 
has   been  much  ignorance  on  this  point. 

In  The  Wheel  of  August  3  the  romantic  history  of 
Cyclist  Willson's  discovery  of  a  commercially  possi- 
ble method  of  making   calcium   carbide   was   stated. 

In  The  Wheel  of  August  10  the  scientifically  proper 
application  of  water  to  carbide,  to  generate  gas  quickly 
and   without   wasteful   heat,   was   shown. 

The  issue  of  August  17  showed  the  actual  quantity 
of  carbide  used  for  bicycle  lamps.  Liberally  esti- 
mated, one  in  five  riders  uses  an  acetylene  lamp. 
Many  more  can  be   sold. 

A  series  of  general  articles,  containing  facts  and 
ideas  of  value  to  everybody  interested  in  acetylene, 
was  begun  in  the  issue  of  August  24. 

A  Dealer  Answered. 

William  Shakespeare,  a  dealer  and  repair- 
man in  Waltham,  Mass.,  writes  as  follows: 

What  information  can  you  give  me  in  the  matter 
of  acetylene  lighting  for  houses?  What  advancement 
has  been  made,  and  what  different  plants  and  methods 
are  in  use? 

Also  as  to  the  restrictions  of  insurance  companies. 
Is  it  really  practical,  in  the  present  state  of  knowl- 
edge on  the  subject? 

I  am  looking  for  a  side  line  to  carry  on  in  con- 
nection with  my  bicycle  business,  and  thought  per- 
haps  it   might  be  a  good   thing.     I   have   received   a 

circular  from  the  Mfg.   Co.,  ,   Ohio,   in 

which  they  say  they  have  a  generator  for  house 
lighting,  but  I  would  like  more  information  on  the 
subject  before  taking  it  up. 

The  information  may  be  of  use  to  others,  so  some 
kind  of  reply  through  the  columns  of  The  Wheel 
would  be  of  interest  to  the  readers.  I  am  satisfied  it 
is  all  right  for  a  bicycle  lamp,  but  it  is  a  new  thing 
round  here  for  house  lighting.  So  of  course  there 
are    many    doubting    Thomases. 

Mr.  Shakespeare's  first  two  questions  are 
best  answered  by  referring  him  to  back  num- 
bers of  The  Wheei,,  and  to  the  resume 
printed  at  the  beginning  of  this  page.  The 
growth  of  acetylene  lighting  has,  in  preceding 
articles,   been   pretty   thoroughly    set   forth. 

There  are  three  or  four  methods,  broadly 
speaking,  of  generating  the  gas  from  the  car- 
bide, and — as  in  bicycle  lamps — as  many 
varieties  of  the  several  methods  as  there  are 


manufacturers       of       generators.        Roughly, 
ninety  or  a  hundred. 

About  seventy-five  have  been  accepted  as 
safe  by  an  examining  committee  selected 
by  a  certain  combine  of  insurance  companies. 
A  safe  generator  is  not  necessarily  econom- 
ical in  its  work.  I  he  best  way  to  learn  all 
about  insurance  restrictions  is  to  get  ac- 
quainted with  the  local  fire  insurance  men, 
get  their  views  on  the  instructions  under 
which  they  work.  Above  all,  fight  and  argue 
with  them.  Tell  them  what  they  don't  know 
about  acetylene — probably  they  know  noth- 
ing about  it  now  except  that  it  is  a  new  pro- 
duct of  the  devil,  and  far  more  dangerous 
than  sin  or  nitroglycerin.  Loan  them  your 
back  numbers  of  The  Wheel. 

OVER-INSTRUCTION. 


SOME  manufacturers  of  acetylene  lamps 
issue  too  many  instructions  with  their 
goods.  The  instructions  sent  out  by  some 
manufacturers  are  too  full  of  fearsome  warn- 
ings. There  is  too  much  of  "Now  don't  do 
this,  that  or  the  other." 

A  lamp  that  cannot  be  operated  by  the 
average  person  without  any  printed  instruct- 
tions  whatever  is  not  perfect.  It  may  be  ever 
so  fine  mechanically.  The  average  person  is 
not   mechanically   ingenious. 

The  writer  knows  of  a  device  for  curing 
tire  punctures  which  was  adopted  by  one  of 
the  biggest  tire  makers. 

It  was  so  simple  that  many  a  rider  who  had 
failed  to  make  it  work  was  ashamed  of  him- 
self when  it  was  explained  to  him. 

But  it  failed.  It  looked  like  a  winner  at 
the  start,  and  got  a  lot  of  new  business,  but 
at  the  end  of  a  season  it  began  to  peter  out. 

The  instructions  for  its  use  were  illustrated 
and  carefully  worded.  The  wording  was 
whittled  and  twisted  and  polished  to  cover 
each  new  evidence  of  misunderstanding.  But 
finally  device  and  instructions  were  dropped. 

Careful  scientific  tests  and  actual  practice 
show  that  acetylene  gas  is  one  of  the  least 
risky  of  gases.  But  it  is  a  new  thing.  People 
are  afraid  of  it.  It  is  just  as  well  that  they 
are.  When  caution  goes,  trouble  comes  in 
handling  gas,  or  in  a  poker  game.  But  there's 
no  use  in  manufacturers  of  gas  lamps  scaring 
away  customers. 

The  same  applies,  of  course,  to  dealers. 

If  the  lamp  is  too  wonderful  to  be  easily 
understood,  it  should  be  simplified.  If  the 
lamp  is  all  right  and  the  instructions  are  too 
long-winded,  the  instructions  should  be  re- 
printed in  simpler  form. 

The  Wheel  has  already  told  of  the  nature 
of  calcium  carbide,  but  people  forget,  and  it 
is  a  good  thing  for  dealers  to  know.  Lime 
and  coke  or  charcoal  are  mixed  and  subjected 
to   7,000   degrees   of  electric   heat.      Applying 


water  to  the  carbide  produces  the  acetylene 
gas,  composed  of  92  per  cent  carbon  and  8 
per  cent  hydrogen. 

The  peculiar  odor  of  acetylene  gas  is  caused 
by  sulphuretted  and  phosphoretted  hydrogen, 
which  is  universally  present  with  it  in  minute 
traces.  These  objectionable  elements  can  be 
eliminated,  and  it  is  said  that  the  pure  acety- 
lene has  a  not  unpleasant  ethereal  odor. 

In  Italy,  it  is  said,  a  gas  has  been  discovered 
that  is  50  per  cent  cheaper  than  acetylene  gas. 
It  is  produced  from  90  per  cent  of  quicklime, 
5  per  cent  of  calcium  carbide  and  5  per  cent 
of  colophony.  It  needs  no  special  burner,  and 
the  water  is  not  heated  by  its  production. 

Well,  a  son  of  Italy,  Marconi,  has  given 
wireless  telegraphy  a  boost.  Meantime,  the 
world  moves.  Acetylene  gas  is  here,  is  a 
fine  thing,  will  give  the  older  illuminants  an 
early  tussle,  and  may  some  day  be  pushed  into 
the  background  by  something  better. 

Wise  bicycle  dealers,  on  the  lookout  for 
money-making  opportunities,  will  make  hay 
while  the  sun  shines. 

-n0 


PONY  HEADLIGHT. 


Special  attention  is  being  paid  now  to  the 
Pony  Headlight  by  the  Schumacher  Acetylene 
Lamp  Co.,  of  Chicago,  and  they  have  estab- 
lished D.  E.  Davis  at  26  West  Broadway,  New 
York  City,  to  push  it  in  the  East.  This  lamp 
puts  one  in  mind  of  a  flea.  Its  great  power 
is  aw^ay  out  of  proportion  with  its  small  size. 


It  consists  mainly  of  three  parts — the  hood, 
with  water  at  the  back  and  reflector  in  front, 
the  carbide  chamber  and  the  bottom.  Each 
of  these  is  a  single  piece,  stamped  out  of 
brass.  The  simple  construction,  the  big  re- 
flecting power  and  the  ingeniously  simple 
manner  of  operation  are  attractive. 

Inside  of  the  carbide  or  gas  chamber — two 
in  one — there  hangs  a  bag  of  carbide.  Water 
drips  on  the  bag.  Gas  forms,  goes  up  into 
the  burner,  is  consumed.  That's  all.  A  sim- 
ple theory,  simply  carried  out. 
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4LL  AGAINST   TAIRCHILD. 


Century    Road   Club   Secession     Grows    More 

Widespread  Each    and    Every 

Day. 

Cleveland,  Sept.  25. — The  secession  move- 
ment against  the  Century  Road  Club  of 
America  may  now  be  said  to  be  fairly 
launched,  and  from  present  indications  it 
seems  very  evident  that  the  new  road  organ- 
ization will  not  be  confined  to  Ohio  riders. 
The  formal  withdrawal  of  the  Ohio  Divis- 
ion took  place  last  Friday  evening,  when  the 
Toledo  club  moved  to  adopt  resolutions 
which  had  already  been  passed  unanimously 
by  members  in  Cleveland.  The  new  organ- 
ization is  to  be  known  as  the  American  Cen- 
tury Wheelmen,  and  this  State  will  form  a 
nucleus  of  a  national  body.  The  leaders  of 
the  movement  propose  that  the  new  organi- 
zation shall  comprise  many  new  athletic  and 
social  features  never  practiced  by  the  Century 
Road  Club,  and  it  is  also  the  purpose  to  as- 
sume control  of  road  racing.  It  is  believed  that 
this  idea  can  be  carried  out  by  an  affiliation 
with  the  L.  A.  W.  and  N.  C.  A.  if  necessary. 

A  conference  of  Ohio  members  will  be 
held  in  this  city  in  a  few  days,  when  a  tem- 
porary board  of  control  and  other  officials 
for  the  organization  will  be  agreed  upon. 
It  is  proposed  to  hold  forth  an  inducement 
to  members  of  the  old  organization,  and  it  is 
probable  that  they  will  be  allowed  to  trans- 
fer their  membership  until  January  1  without 
cost.  All  centuries  ridden  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  season  will  be  credited  to  such 
member  and  orders  for  bars  issued  as  here- 
tofore. The  officers  chosen  at  the  meeting 
will  serve  until  January  1,  when  their  suc- 
cessors will  be  elected  to  serve  for  one  year. 
At  that  time  all  the  States  having  cast  their 
fortunes  with  the  new  club  will  be  given  a 
voice. 

It  is  plain  to  be  seen  that  the  sentiment 
against  the  present  administration  of  the  old 
organization  is  not  confined  to  Ohio.  Dur- 
ing the  past  few  days  State  Secretary  Roy  M. 
Davis,  of  this  city,  has  received  a  number 
of  communications  from  influential  members 
and  officials  of  other  divisions,  asking  as  to 
the  plans  of  the  Ohio  riders  and  expressing 
a  willingness  to  join  hands  with  any  move 
which  would  be  to  the  betterment  of  road 
riding  and  racing. 

A  complaint  which  seems  to  be  coming 
from  members  all  over  the  country,  is  that 
the  century  bars  now  being  issued  by  the  na- 
tional secretary,  C.  M.  Fairchild,  are  not 
up  to  the  old  standard.  The  gold  is  of  an 
inferior  quality  and  the  weight  is  not  what 
it  should  be.  As  the  bars  cost  fifty  cents 
each,  and  none  of  the  money  goes  into  the 
national  treasury,  the  members  think  they 
should  get  their  money's   worth. 

Toledo,  Sept.  85. — The  Ohio  Division  of 
the  Century  Road  Club  will  secede  from  the 
national  association.  This  action  is  assured 
by  the  addition  of  the  Toledo  club  to  the  se- 
ceders  from  Cleveland.  A  meeting  of  the 
Toledo  division  was  held  on  Friday  night,  and 
after  a  session  lasting  over  three  hours  the 
club  voted  almost  unanimously  to  secede. 
The  Toledo  people  also  voted  to  enter  into 
another  association  and  to  give  their  support 
and  influence  toward  making  it  a  success. 

The  action  of  Secretary  Fairchild  was  the 
subject  of  the  long  meeting,  and  Mr.  Laskey, 


the  leader  of  the  club,  was  the  strongest  ad- 
vocate of  secession.  He  gave  a  brief  history 
of  the  trouble,  and  stated  that  while  he  had 
no  ill  will  toward  the  secretary,  he  was  con- 
vinced that  the  only  thing  to  do  was  to  make 
him  feel  that  he  had  exceeded  his  authority. 
There  were  various  talks  by  members  of  the 
club,  and  outside  of  a  few  who  expect  to 
enter  races  this  fall  the  entire  membership 
favored  secession.  It  is  now  probable  that 
another  meeting  of  the  Toledo  and  Cleveland 
ciubs  will  be  called  and  the  movement  set 
going  for  the  organization  of  a  rival  club. 
It  is  also  proposed  to  interest  the  organizations 
in  other  States,  and  make  the  new  organiza- 
tion not  only  formidable  but  also  a  successor 
of  the  present  national  association. 


Good  Times  and  Lower   Prices  Coming. 

On  the  occasion  of  a  visit  to  Washington 
last  week.  Colonel  Pope,  talking  to  a  Wheel 
man  regarding  automobiles,  said:  "The  au- 
tomobile is  the  vehicle  of  the  twentieth  cen- 
tury. It  is  certain  to  make  the  horse  a  scarce 
animal  in  the  big  cities.  Ten  years  from  now 
I  venture  to  predict  there  will  be  vastly  more 
conveyances  of  the  self-propelling  order  seen 
on  the  streets  of  Washington  than  those 
drawn  by  horses.  Just  now  electricity  has 
the  call  in  this  country  as  a  motive  power, 
but  it  is  still  in  the  era  of  experiment,  and 
no  settled  opinion  can  be  given  as  to  what 
force  will  be  ultimately  regarded  as  the  best. 
As  yet  the  cost  is  too  great  for  the  automo- 
bile to  become  popularized,  but  the  high 
prices  of  to-day  cannot  be  maintained  pe'-- 
manently." 

American  Saddle  Co.  News. 

On  October  1  the  new  catalogue  of  the 
American  Saddle  Co.  will  be  issued.  It  will 
describe  twenty-six  models  of  saddles,  instead 
of  the  one  hundred  or  more  formerly  put 
out  when  the  various  factories  acted  inde- 
pendently. The  saddles  shown  are  largely 
those  which  proved  favorites  last  year,  and 
could  not  well  be  improved  upon,  though 
there  are  new  styles,  "destined,  we  think,  to 
be  popular,"  so  writes  Advertising  Manager 
Andrews.  "Curtailing  the  number  of  models 
means  reduction  in  expense,  which  our  custo- 
mers will  reap  the  benefit  of  in  prices  that 
are  most  attractive." 

Many  of  the  old  favorites  not  shown  in  the 
catalogue  may  still  be  had  if  desired,  but 
those  shown   constitute   the  principal  line. 


Thome  Deeds  His  Business. 

Karl  Thome,  the  bicycle  dealer  at  615 
Fourth  avenue,  Louisville,  Ky.,  has  filed  in 
the  County  Clerk's  office  a  deed  of  trust 
whereby  he  turns  over  his  entire  business  to 
Attorney  Arthur  E.  Dettweiler.  The  deed 
practically  operates  as  an  assignment.  The 
deed  states  that  Thome  is  indebted  to  various 
parties,  and  that  the  property  is  turned  over 
to  Dettv/eiler  in  order  that  the  assets  may  be 
ratably  divided  between  the  creditors.  Dett- 
weiler is  authorized  to  conduct  the  business 
if  this  seems  expedient.  It  is  thought  that 
the  assets  and  liabilities  will  each  not  exceed 
$1,000.  

They  Had  Better  Stay  Home. 

Another  English  company  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  automobiles  is  attempting  to 
form  a  combine,  which  will  be  capitalized  at 
$10,000,000,  and  which  will  operate  automo- 
biles in  this  country.     It  will  be  remembered 


that  the  Lancaster  Motor  Co.  was  formed  a 
short  time  ago,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $5,000,- 
000,  and  is  already  erecting  a  factory  in 
Pittsburg. 

The  success  of  this  company  has  brought 
out  another  English  automobile  concern, 
which  has  met  with  considerable  success  in 
London.  At  the  office  of  the  attorneys,  who 
are  conducting  a  part  of  the  negotiations,  it 
was  said  that  there  was  some  hitch  which 
might  prevent  its  being  brought  out  for  some 
time,  but  it  would  be  formed  eventually. 


Prosperity  and  Prospect. 

The  Cleveland  Cycle  Fittings  Co.,  Cleve- 
land, has  removed  from  Prospect  street,  that 
city,  to  larger  quarters  at  16-20  High  street. 
In  addition  to  having  practically  a  monopoly 
in  furnishing  the  small  trade  of  Cleveland 
and  vicinity  with  fittings,  this  concern  has  en- 
joyed a  very  prosperous  business  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  complete  frames  for  the  jobbing 
trade.  This  branch  of  the  business  will  be 
pushed  the  coming  season,  necessitating  more 
space. 


Curtis  Moves  to  Toledo. 

George  C.  Curtis,  who  has  been  well  and 
favorably  known  to  the  trade  for  so  long,  and 
who  has  for  a  couple  of  years  or  more  repre- 
sented the  Snell  Cycle  Fittings  Co.  in  the 
East,  has  moved  his  lares  and  penates  from 
Philadelphia,  his  old  home,  to  Toledo.  He 
will  be  at  headquarters  for  at  least  a  year,  do- 
ing no  traveling,  but  will,  nevertheless,  be  in 
closer  contact  than  ever  with  the  company's 
customers. 


Carriage  IVIen  in  This  Company. 

Amesbury,  Sept.  25. — An  automobile  car- 
riage company  has  been  organized  here  with 
a  capital  of  $150,000,  in  $25  shares.  These 
temporary  officers  were  elected:  President, 
Joseph  T.  Clarkson;  secretary,  Charles  F. 
Worthen;  treasurer,  Edward  R.  Brungs.  The 
motive  power  will  be  electricity.  The  pro- 
motors  of  the  corporation  are  all  well-known 
carriage  builders. 


New  Rack  Company. 

Charleston,  Sept.  16. — Bicycle  Safety  Rack 
Co.,  Cincinnati,  has  been  incorporated  for 
manufacturing  and  selling  safety  bicycle  racks. 
Capital,      $120,000.  Incorporators,     J.      S. 

Woods,  R.  Simpson,  G.   G.  Schoneberger,  R. 
Simpson,  J.  C.  Rogers,  all  of  Cincinnati. 

The  Strauss  Advance  Sheet. 

Advance  sheets  for  next  year  have  been 
prepared  by  Matthew  Strauss,  jobber  of  cy- 
cle supplies  and  equipments,  334-338  Genes- 
see  street,  Buffalo.  The  sheets  illustrate  sev- 
eral coaster-and-brake  devices,  the  Perpetual 
dust-proof  pedal  and  several  other  novelties. 


New  Tire  Company. 

The  Calumet  Rubber  Tire  Co.,  Chicago, 
has  been  incorporated  to  manufacture  and 
deal  in  tires  and  rubber  goods.  Capital,  $150,- 
000.  Incorporators:  E.  A.  Hill,  G.  C.  Aldrich, 
F.  W.  Kinney,  all  of  Chicago. 

New  Style  of  Nameplate. 

S.  D.  Childs  &  Co.,  of  Chicago,  had  much 
to  do  with  the  growth  of  the  bicycle  name- 
plate.  Their  latest  work  in  this  line,  well 
named  black  and  gold,  cannot  fail  to  be  pop- 
ular. 
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TALKING  or  GOLD  MINES. 


The    Building:,    Leasing    and    Licensing   of  Electric 
Vehicles  Comes  Mighty   Near  Heading  the  List. 


IT  does  not  seem  possible  that  there  is  any 
man  in  this  or  any  other  civilized  coun- 
try who  unto  himself  has  not  said:  "I  know  a 
good  thing;  there's  millions  in  it;  I'll  build 
automobiles!"  Should  the  world  contain  a 
man  who  has  not  said  this,  his  immediate 
joining  of  the  majority  will  be  assured  when 
he  reads  the  following  report  of  President 
Rice  upon  his  transferring  of  the  presidency 
of  the  Electric  Vehicle  Co.  to  George  H.  Day. 
This  was  the  report: 

STATEMENT    OF   EARNINGS. 

From  January  1  to  August  31,  1899: 

From    patent   licenses $155,000.00 

From  sale  of  vehicles 412,143.15 

From    other    sources 6,387.51 

Total    gross    earnings $573,539.66 

Contra — 

Legal    expenses $9,257.76 

Taxes     8,703.59 

General    expenses 17,600.32 

Contingent    expenses... 4,722.20 

■     $40,283.87 

Net    earnings $533,246.79 

Dividends    paid 324,800.00 

Undivided    profits $208,446.79 

The  profit  on  investments,  according  to 
market  values  on  Sept.  1,  1899,  amounts 
to    $1,028,000.00 

Total   undivided   profits $1,236,446.79 

TREASURY    RESOURCES. 

The  treasury  resources  of  the  company  on  Sept.  1, 
1899,  were  as  follows: 

Cash    $1,575,184.98 

Securities    (market   value) 2,268,000.0<1 

Other   securities   (appraised  value) 2,027,961.11 

Snndry     debtors 32,580.77 

Bills    receivable 158,000.00 

Vehicles  in  process  of  construction  (or- 
dered before  the  organization  of  the  Co- 
lumbia and  Electric  Vehicle  Company) 
and  materials  on  hand,  less  accounts 
payable    55,573.22 

Total    treasury   resources $6,117,290.06 

After  these  astounding  profit-making  fig- 
ures had  been  presented  to  the  stockholders 
President  Rice  told  a  few  more  pleasant  facts 
to  them  in  this  fashion: 

"The  immense  demand  for  automobiles 
which  has  arisen  during  the  past  fiscal  year 
made  it  necessary  to  organize  the  business 
of  the  company  on  a  large  scale,  substantially 
as  follows:  The  first  step  in  this  organization 
was  the  union  of  patents  owned  by  the  Pope 
Mfg.  Co.  for  the  construction  of  automobiles, 
and  of  those  owned  by  the  Electric  Storage 
Battery  Co.  for  the  manufacture  of  storage 
batteries  as  far  as  applicable  to  automobiles. 
This  was  brought  about  by  the  organization 
of  the  Columbia  Automobile  Co.,  in  which  the 
Pope  Mfg.  Co.  and  the  Electric  Storage  Bat- 
tery Co.  became  half  owners,  respectively. 
The  Columbia  Automobile  Co.  then,  in  its 
turn,  united  all  the  patents  owned  by  it  with 
those  owned  by  the  Electric  Vehicle  Co., 
.through  the  instrumentality  of  a  new  corpora- 
tion entitled  the  'Columbia  &  Electric  Vehi- 
cle Co.,'  reserving  only  its  right  to  the  man- 
ufacture of  storage  batteries,  agreeing,  how- 
ever, to  furnish  these  batteries  as  required  by 
the  Columbia  &  Electric  Vehicle  Co.  at  a 
price  fixed  at  20  per  cent  above  the  actual  cost 
of  production. 

"The    stock    of   the    Columbia    &    Electric 


Vehicle  Co.  was  taken  in  equal  proportion  by 
the  Electric  Vehicle  Co.  and  the  Columbia 
Automobile  Co.,  respectively.  The  Columbia 
&  Electric  Vehicle  Co.  acquired  immediate- 
ly, by  purchase,  the  extensive  plant  of  the 
Columbia  Automobile  Co.  at  Hartford,  and 
shortly  thereafter  purchased  the  entire  capital 
stock  of  the  New  Haven  Carriage  Co.,  and 
thus  acquired  control  of  that  company's  im- 
portant plant  at  New  Haven.  About  the  same 
time  the  Electric  Vehicle  Co.  purchased  sub- 
stantially the  entire  capital  stock  of  the 
Siemens  &  Halske  Electric  Co.  of  America, 
for  the  purpose  of  utilizing  the  great  facilities 
in  Chicago  of  that  concern  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  the  electric  equipment  other  than  stor- 
age batteries  required  for  the  construction  of 
electric  vehicles. 

"By  means  of  this  manufacturing  organiza- 
tion the  Columbia  &  Electric  Vehicle  Co.  are  in 
a  position  to  furnish  during  the  coming  year 
an  output  of  at  least  8,000  automobiles,  repre- 
senting at  present  prices  a  gross  business  of 
about  $20,000,000.  The  exclusive  right  to  pur- 
chase the  entire  output  of  the  Columbia  & 
Electric  Vehicle  Co.  is  assured  by  contract 
to  the  Electric  Vehicle  Co.,  which  thus  be- 
comes the  sole  agency  for  its  disposal. 

"In  order  to  find  a  regular  market  for  the 
product  of  the  Columbia  &  Electric  Vehicle 
Co.  the  Electric  Vehicle  Co.  have  adopted  the 
policy  of  organizing  transportation  companies 
throughout  the  Union,  each  vested  with  the 
exclusive  right  to  purchase  for  operation  and 
sale  within  its  territory  the  product  confolled 
by  the  Electric  Vehicle  Co.  At  present  four 
of  such  companies  have  been  placed  on  a  busi- 
ness footing.  These  are  the  New  York,  the 
New  England  and  the  Illinois  Electric  Vehi- 
cle Transportation  companies,  each  with  an 
authorized  capital  of  $25,000,000,  all  of  which 
has  been  subscribed  for.  In  addition  to  these, 
the  company  made  an  arrangement  substan- 
tially similar  with  the  Pennsylvania  Electric 
Vehicle  Co.,  which  had  been  previously  or- 
ganized, and  subsequent  to  their  organization 
acquired  their  rights  from  the  Electric  Vehi- 
cle Co.  The  Pennsylvania  company  were 
capitalized  as  follows:  $2,000,000  preferred 
stock,  $4,000,000  common  stock.  The  pre- 
ferred stock,  of  which  20  per  cent  has  been 
called,  is  payable  in  cash;  the  common  stock 
was  issued  full  paid  for  patents  and  rights. 

"The  New  York,  New  England  and  Penn- 
sylvania companies  were  pioneer  organiza- 
tions antedating  the  Columbia  &  Electric  Ve- 
hicle Co.  They  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the 
Electric  Vehicle  Co.  the  sums  of  $80,000, 
$25,000  and  $50,000,  respectively,  for  the  priv- 
ileges conferred.  The  Illinois  Vehicle  Co., 
for  these  same  privileges,  have  paid  20  per 
cent  of  their  full-paid  capital  stock,  one-half  of 
which  has  gone  into  the  treasury  of  the  Elec- 
tric Vehicle  Co.  and  the  other  half  into  the 
treasury  of  the  Columbia  Automobile  Co.    All 


future  companies  organized  for  a  similar  pur- 
pose will  be  required  to  make  similar  pay- 
ments for  the  privileges  to  be  conferred.  It 
may  be  noted  that  the  entire  capital  stock  oi 
the  transportation  companies,  with  the  excep- 
tions stated,  was  subscribed  for  at  par  for  cash 
without  intervention  of  any  underwritiilg  syn- 
dicate, so  that  the  respective  companies  re- 
ceived the  full  amount  of  the  subscriptions 
without  deduction  for  commissions  or  bonus 
of  any  description.  The  New  York  and  New 
England  companies  have  called  10  per  cent 
on  the  subscriptions.  The  Illinois  company 
have  called  5  per  cent,  and  are  about  to  call  5 
per  cent  additional.  The  large  sum  of  $7,400,- 
000  in  cash  is  thus  immediately  available  for 
the  purchase  and  operation  of  the  product 
controlled  by  the  Electric  Vehicle  Co.,  while 
the  total  amount  of  $72,000,000  will  become 
available  as  required.  The  request  for  the  or- 
ganization of  further  transportation  companies 
throughout  the  Union  is  continually  grow- 
ing, and  it  is  expected  that  within  a  compara- 
tively short  time  every  State  will  be  supplied 
with  such  a  company. 


"By  their  half  ownership  of  the  stock  of  the 
Columbia  &  Electric  Vehicle  Co.  the  Electric 
Vehicle  Co.  become  entitled  to  one-half  of 
the  profits  of  manufacture,  which  in  all  cases 
are  fixed  at  20  per  cent  above  cost,  making 
the  profit  accruing  to  the  Electric  Vehicle  Co. 
10  per  cent  on  the  entire  product. 

"As  a  special  consideration  for  privileges 
especially  conferred  by  the  Electric  Vehicle 
Co.  each  of  the  transportation  companies  or- 
ganized, or  to  be  hereafter  organized,  is  ob- 
liged to  pay  to  the  Electric  Vehicle  Co.  2^ 
per  cent  of  its  gross  earnings  of  operation 
and  10  per  cent  as  a  commission  on  all  sales 
of  vehicles  not  operated  by  the  transporta- 
tion companies. 

"The  ownership  of  the  Siemens  &  Halske 
Company  enables  the  Electric  Vehicle  Co.  not 
only  to  obtain  the  profits  arising  from  the 
general  business  of  that  company,  .but  in  par- 
ticular to  secure  a  manufacturing  profit  on  all 
electrical  equipments  required  in  the  con- 
struction and  operation  of  electric  vehicles 
manufactured  by  the  Columbia  oi  Electric  Ve- 
hicle   Co. 

"In  order  to  bring  about  the  manufacturing 
organization  above  described  large  sums  of 
money  were  necessary.  The  company,  there- 
fore, sold  at  par  for  cash  the  preferred  stock 
remaining  in  their  treasury  unissued  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  fiscal  year;  19,400  shares  were 
purchased  by  the  Storage  Battery  Co.  and  20,- 
000  shares  by  a  syndicate.  No  commissions 
or  deductions  of  any  nature  were  allowed  in 
these  transactions,  which,  at  the  time,  cor- 
responded substantially  to  the  market  price 
of  that  portion  of  the  stock  which  had  been 
issued.  At  the  same  time  the  common  stock 
of  the  company  was  increased  by  20,000 
shares,  which  were  issued  full-paid  to  the 
Electric  Storage  Battery  Co.  in  exchange  for 
valuable  rights  granted  by  that  company.  Of 
the  amount  realized  about  $1,000,000  were  paid 
for  the  stock  of  the  Siemens  &  Halske  Elec- 
tric Co.  and  the  furnishing  of  the  working 
capital  necessary  to  put  that  company  on  their 
present  basis;  $600,000  were  paid  for  6.000 
shares  of  the  Columbia  &  Electric  Vehicle  Co., 
being  half  of  the  stock  thus  far  issued,  and 
$1,240,000  were  invested  in  the  stock  of  the 
transportation  companies,  as  above  stated. 

"The  company  are  entirely  free  from  bonded 
or  floating  debt." 


1899. 
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HORSE   POWER. 


What  It  Is  and  What  It  Is  Not,  Likewise  What  It  Ac- 
complishes  and  What  It  Fails  to  Do. 


PARIS,  Sept.  1-2.— At  one  time  the  stock 
subject  for  discussion  was,  what  is  the 
limit  of  motive  power  that  can  be  put  into 
automobiles?  Eventually  the  subject  soon 
lost  interest  when  those  discussing  it  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  there  practically  was  no 
limit  to  the  power.  The  power  has  been 
steadily  increasing,  until  it  has  been  pushed 
up  from  six  to  sixteen  horse-power,  while  in 
recent  races  cars  have  been  rushed  along  by 
engines  of  20  horse-power.  The  day  is  long 
since  past  when  the  automobile  maker  re- 
fused to  build  vehicles  with  more  than  six 
horse-power  motors  except  for  customers 
whom  he  could  trust. 

Any  Power  Supplied. 
No  one  now  thinks  of  declining  an  order 
for  a  car  because  he  thinks  it  will  be  danger- 
ous to  drive.  Even  with  the  20  horse-power 
cars  we  have  not  reached  the  limit,  for  the 
writer  has  seen  one  building  in  which  the 
motors  will  develop  up  to  24  horse-power, 
while  the  well-known  racing  chauffeur,  M. 
Lemaitre,  has  actually  given  an  order  to  Pen- 
geot  for  a  vehicle  fitted  with  engines  develop- 
ing 52  horse-power.  '  M.  Lemaitre  is  an  ex- 
perienced driver  and  knows  what  he  is  do- 
ing, or  else  he  might  be  accused  of  .being 
touched  with  a  mild  form  of  madness.  A  little 
reflection  will  show  that  there  is  practically 
no  limit  to  the  power  that  can  be  put  into 
a  motor-car,  since  there  is  nothing  to  pre- 
vent a  man  from  building  a  vehicle  something 
like  what  a  road  locomotive  geared  up  for 
speed  would  be,  unless  his  friends  should 
considerately  put  him  away  into  an  asylum. 
How  High  Speed? 

The  question  is  not  one  of  power,  but  the 
maximum  speed  at  which  a  car  can  be  driven 
without  running  into  certain  danger  of  smash- 
ing up  the  whole  concern.  The  racing  chauf- 
feurs drive  their  cars  at  a  heart-breaking  rate, 
keeping  up  an  average  in  some  races  this 
year  of  37  miles  an  hour  for  200  miles  at  a 
stretch,  including  stoppages  for  repairs  on 
the  road.  At  times  the  actual  running  time 
must  be  nearer  45  miles  an  hour.  This  over- 
powering craze  for  speed  has  such  a  hold  on 
chauffeurs  that  they  will  not  be  satisfied  until 
they  top  the  50-mile  mark,  or  perish  in  the 
attempt.  This  is  why  they  are  now  getting 
cars  with  such  powerful  motors,  and  it  is 
probable,  also,  that  this  will  mark  the  be- 
ginning of  the  end  of  automobile  road  rac- 
ing, for  this  increase  of  speed  cannot  be  con- 
tinued indefinitely. 

Power  Versus  Speed. 

In  the  end,  though,  the  speed  of  a  car  is  not 
always  in  proportion  to  the  power  of  its  driv- 
ing mechanism.  For  example,  all  the  import- 
ant races  this  year  have  been  won  by  16  horse- 
power motors,  while  the  higher-powered  cars 
have  not  shone  up  in  any  contest  at  all.  The 
reasons  for  this  are  twofold.  The  gearing 
naturally  counts  for  a  great  deal  in  the  econ- 
omical utilization  of  power,  and  though  a  car 


may  have  a  big  engine,  so  much  of  the  power 
may  be  lost  in  transmission  that  it  may  not 
develop  more  on  the  driving  shafts  than  a 
less  powerful  motor  in  another  car  with  bet- 
ter gearing  and  less  wasteful  transmission. 
Again,  as  the  engine  power  increases,  the  lia- 
bility to  accident  augments.  The  strain  on 
the  car  is  terrific.  The  shaft  and  the  spur- 
wheel  gearing  are  prone  to  break  under 
the  strain,  and  the  wheels  are  specially  liable 
to  smash  up.  The  wheels  are  the  weakest 
part  in  the  motor-car,  and  yet  they  bear  con- 
siderably more  strain  than  the  rest  of  the 
vehicle.  None  of  the  20  horse-power  cars 
have  been  able  to  finish  long  races  because 
the  wheels  and  gearing  failed  to  stand  the 
stress.  The  chauffeurs  again  make  another 
mistake  in  reducing  the  weight  of  the  cars 
to  the  lowest  possible  limit,  while  they  in- 
crease the  power,  whereas  it  is  obvious  that 
the  weight,  and  consequently  the  strength,  of 
ai  car  must  increase  in  greater  ratio  with  the 
engine  power.  These  are  mechanical  truths 
that  the  chauffeur  seems  to  be  a  long  time 
learning. 

Too  Many  fairy  Tales. 

There  is  a  lot  of  nonsense  said  about  the 
horse-power  of  the  motors  for  road  vehicles. 
The  fairy  tales  told  by  some  automobilists  of 
the  power  developed  by  their  engines  are 
almost  as  tall  as  the  typical  fish  story.  You 
cannot  say  that  they  are  willful  prevaricators 
of  the  truth,  but  they  lie  unconsciously  until 
their  estimates  of  what  the  cars  are  capable 
of  doing  get  wofully  wide  of  the  mark.  Sup- 
posing a  maker  sells  a  motor  guaranteeing 
to  give  six  horse-power;  he  merely  means  that 
the  motor  has  given  this  power  for  a  few 
minutes  while  running  as  a  fixed  engine  in 
his  shop  under  the  best  possible  conditions, 
but  put  that  motor  into  a  car  and  it  is  very 
doubtful  whether  it  will  ever  develop  the 
power  stated. 

When  on  the  Road. 

It  runs  under  entirely  different  conditions 
of  carburation,  so  that  the  power  of  the  motor 
is  essentially  a  variable  quality.  Every  chauf- 
feur knows  that  while  his  engine  may  run  well 
at  one  moment  it  may  begin  to  give  trouble 
at  the  next.  When,  therefore,  a  power  is 
stated  it  is  very  rarely  obtained  in  a  motor- 
car, and  this  point  is  entirely  forgotten  by 
the  chauffeur.  It  is  doubtful  even  whether 
one-tenth  of  the  motors  sold  develop  the 
power  for  which  they  are  guaranteed.  The 
automobilist  accepts  the  word  of  the  maker, 
so  that  both  are  happy.  Some  of  the  motor- 
car owners,  however,  have  lately  been  asking 
themselves  whether  they  really  got  what  they 
paid  for,  and  this  curiosity  has  prompted  a 
number  of  engineers  to  form  a  committee  for 
carrying  out  tests.  Makers  and  owners  are 
invited  to  submit  motors  for  the  trials,  which 
are  to  be  carried  out  in  a  most  thorough 
manner.  It  is  probable  that  the  automobilist 
will  find  that  the  practice  of  buying  motor- 


cars at  so  much  per  horse-power  is  something 
of    a    fraud. 

Does  anyone  want  to  go  from  Hong  Kong 
to  London  in  an  automobile?  Your  corre- 
spondent has  just  had  a  chat  with  an  English 
automobilist  who  intends  undertaking  the 
journey  next  year.  He  has  ordered  a  Koch 
car,  running  with  ordinary  naphtha,  of  which 
a  description  was  given  in  The  Wheel  some 
months  back.  He  wants  a  traveling  com- 
panion who  will  be  able  to  take  photographs 
of  the  scenery  along  the  route.  The  course 
has  not  yet  been  definitely  mapped  out,  but 
the  automobilist  proposes  to  go  by  the  way  of 
Pekin,  through  Mongolia  and  along  the 
southern  part  of  Siberia,  and  completing  the 
journey  through  Russia  and  Central  Europe. 
He  doesn't  think  that  he  will  have  an  easy 
time,  especially  through  China,  where  the 
"foreign  devil"  on  a  motor-car,  with  the  fumes 
of  naphtha  hanging  in  the  wake,  maiy  prompt 
the  Celestials  to  send  him  back  to  the  nether 
regions.  And  where  does  the  automobilist 
expect  to   get  his  supplies  of  naphtha? 


TEN  PER  YEAR. 


That    Is   What    Philadelphia    Wants    from    Her 
Automobilists. 

'  Philadelphia,  Sept.  25.- — City  Solicitor  Kin- 
sey  has  given  an  opinion  on  the  proposition 
to  impose  a  license  fee  upon  all  motor  vehi- 
cles. The  ordinance  submitted  to  him  was 
one  offered  by  Common  Councilman  Abra- 
hams, who  thought  that  any  person  owning 
a  vehicle  propelled  by  any  sort  of  a  motor 
should  be  obliged  to  pay  the  city  $10  a  year 
for  the  use  of  the  streets,  with  a  penalty  of  $50 
for  failure  to  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  his  ordinance.     The  solicitor  says: 

"Authority  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  to 
require  the  payment  of  a  license  fee  for  the 
use  of  omnibuses  and  vehicles  in  the  nature 
thereof  is  contained  in  the  act  of  April  15, 
1850,  but  the  authority  there  given  is  limited 
to  vehicles  employed  in  the  conveyance  of 
persons  for  hire.  It,  therefore,  follows  that 
the  provisions  of  an  ordinance  which  would 
call  for  the  payment  ol  a  license  fee  by  the 
owner  of  any  vehicle  propelled  by  electric, 
oil  or  battery  power,  as  suggested  by  the  pro- 
posed ordinance,  whether  or  not  it  is  used 
as  a  conveyance  of  persons  for  hire,  would 
be  invalid. 

"In  order  to  carry  out  the  purpose  I  un- 
derstand to  be  intended  by  the  proposed  or- 
dinance, I  would  suggest  an  ordinance  that 
would  contain  the  provisions  of  the  ordinances 
now  in  force  which  relate  to  hacks  and  other 
vehicles  upon  public  stands  and  used  for  the 
conveyance  of  persons  for  hire,  in  so  far  as  the 
same  may  reasonably  be  applicable  to  the  au- 
tomobile." 

The  ordinance  is  in  the  hands  of  a  sub- 
committee of  Council's  Committee  on  Law, 
of  which  Councilman  Adams  is  chairman. 


Felix  Fournier  in  Town. 

Monsieur  Felix  Fournier,  the  well-known 
importer  into  France  of  American  cycling 
goods,  and  who  has  been  in  the  interior  of 
this  country  for  a  number  of  days,  has  re- 
turned to  New  York. 


But  They  Make  Century  Runs. 

"The  mills  of  the  gods  grind  slowly,"  re- 
marked the  philosopher. 

"Geared  too  low,  eh?"  queried  the  agent 
with  a  yard  of  C.  R.  C.  bars  on  his  sweater. 
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EVERYTHING    FROM    EVERYWHERE. 


...^ 


Every   man   has   his   price   except   the   cut-, 
rate  dealer. 


Pride  goes  before  a  fall  and  ignorance  be- 
fore a  scorcher-mounted  cycle. 


A    cut-rate    dealer   is    committing    business 
suicide  on  the  installment  plan. 


The   chain  is   to  the   wheel  what  the   heart 
is  to  the  rider,  therefore  take  care  of  it. 


Little  drops  of  water,  little  wads  of  dust, 
•serve  to  make  the  wheelman  mad  enough  to 
bust. 

Every  racing  man  should  be  capable  of 
keeping  his  estimate  of  his  abilities  to  him- 
self. 


To  think  of  it!  Dewey  is  to  stand  as  an 
unasked  godfather  to  a  "Dewey  century 
run." 


If  you  have  never  been  called  a  crank  you 
have  attracted  but  little  attention  in  this 
world. 


Some  people  are  like  the  wheel-track  of 
the  average  country  road — very  good,  but 
annoyingly    narrow. 


The  majority  of  those  who  tell  you  how 
to  do  this,  that  and  the  other  to  a  bicycle 
can't   do   it  themselves. 


In  this  minus  age  of  horseless  cabs,  melt- 
less  ice,  smokeless  coal,  etc.,  the  less  combina- 
tion seems  to  be  endless. 


Dr.  Gatling,  at  81  years  old,  has  turned  from 
guns  to  automobiles,  and  is  to  have  a  horse- 
less plow  on  the  market  shortly. 


.  Doing  something  for  the  cycle  riding  public 
is  like  investing  in  mining  stock.  The  chan- 
ces are  that  it  will  take  a  fall  out  of  you. 


Nine  times  out  of  ten  when  a  man  asks 
your  opinion  about  a  wheel  he  is  only  look- 
ing for  an  opportunity  to  express  his  own. 


The  most  convincing  argument  against  the 
scant  costume  is  that  the  woman  becomes  in- 
dignant if  a  man  looks  at  her  when  she  wears 
it. 


L.  B.  Gaylor  leaves  the  Black  Mfg.  Co., 
makers  of  the  Tribune  bicycle,  on  October 
1,  and  will  give  much  of  his  attention  to  his 
patents. 


The  world  does  move!  Wheelmen  have 
progressed  from  trousers  that  have  turned 
up  at  the  bottom  to  stockings  that  roll  over 
at  the  top. 


William  M.  Wright,  the  pioneer  of  cycling 
in  New  York  City,  is  now  in  command  of  a 
United  States  transport,  plying  between  New 
York  and  Ponce. 


To  adjust  a  nut,  fix  the  wrench  on  tightly, 
and   then  give   a   sharp   twist.       This    will   be 


found    a    much    better    method    than    slowly 
turning  the   wrench. 


There  are  two  kinds  of  fools  riding  bicy- 
cles for  whom  there  is  no  earthly  hope  of  wis- 
dom. One  is  afraid  of  nothing  and  the  other 
is   afraid  of  everything. 


An  old  greyhound  is  better  than  a  puppy 
cur.  A  second-hand  wheel  of  standard  make 
is  a  more  profitable  investment  than  one 
fresh  from  an  unknown  maker. 


When  a  large,  open-face  ice-wagon  runs 
into  a  cyclist  and  punctures  his  golf  stock- 
ings the  rider  may  speak  to  the  driver  with- 
out the  formality   of   an   introduction. 


One  point  of  difference  between  the  fault- 
finding rider  and  a  jackass  is  usually  over- 
looked. The  jackass  never  kicks  unless  he 
has  something  definite  to  kick  against. 


It  might  be  well  just  at  this  time  to  remind 
the  opposing  shouters  for  the  N.  C.  A.  and 
L.  A.  W.  that  no  symptom  is  more  dangerous 
than  that  of  a  sudden  rush  of  voice  to  the 
mouth. 


An  auto-plow  has  been  invented.  A  good 
many  cross-roads  statesmen  auto-plow  more 
and  discuss  politics  less.  It  would  benefit  the 
country  at  large  and  redound  to  their  person- 
al   advantage. 


A  Sixth-avenue  dry  goods  store  had  a  par- 
ticularly shiny-looking  bicycle  in  its  show- 
window  with  this  rather  ambiguous  sign 
upon  it:  "Special,  $11.47.  They  can't  last 
long  at  that  price." 


When  one  sees  a  grown  man  wearing  a 
maroon  sweater,  covered  with  badges,  and 
riding  a  red  bicycle  to  which  he  has  at- 
tached an  aeolian  harp  of  rubber  bands,  the 
age-limit  of  the  kindergarten  seems  painfully 
restricted. 


Charles  Mock  claims  to  have  established 
a  new  bicycle  record  for  the  trip  between 
New  York  and  Albany.  He  rode  the  dis- 
tance in  11  hours  and  49  minutes.  The  pre- 
vious record  is  said  to  have  been  15  hours 
10  minutes. 


The  projectors  of  the  new  Madison  Hotel, 
Toledo,  which  is  to  be  one  of  the  largest 
in  the  West,  announce  that  the  plans  in- 
clude free  automobile  service,  the  first 
hotel  in  the  country  employing  the  machines 
in   this   fashion. 


An  English  statistician  has  calculated  that 
it  would  require  a  10,000  horse-power  engine 
about  70,000,000,000  years  to  lift  the  earth  one 
foot  in  height,  yet  there  are  men  who  imag- 
ine they  jar  it  a  little  out  of  plumb  every 
time  they  dismount  from  a  bicycle. 


An  Iowa  sheriff,  who  owns  a  kennel  of 
English  bloodhounds,  and  uses  them  for  the 
purpose  of  tracking  escaped  criminals,  has 
demonstrated  that  even  where  the  escaping 
man  mounted  a  bicycle  he  could  not  throw 
the  sagacious  animals  off  the  scent. 


Of  all  the  lessons  which  cycling  teaches, 
none  is  so  important  as  the  one  which  incul- 
cates the  truth  that  money  invested  in  an  un- 
reliable bicycle  is  simply  thrown  away,  and 
that  the  cheapest  machine  is  in  the  end 
ninety-nine  times  out  of  a  hundred  by  far  the 
dearest. 


A  can  to  hold  milk  has  been  designed  of 
such  form  that  it  just  fits  the  frame  of  a  bi- 
cycle, and  a  milkman  with  not  too  many  cus- 
tomers can  supply  them  with  bicycle  milk. 
Now  it  only  remains  for  some  even  brighter 
genius  to  invent  a  method  of  milking  by 
bicycle. 


An  automobile  trust  was  attempted  to  con- 
trol the  making  of  those  articles,  not  only 
in  this  country,  but  in  all  European  countries 
in  which  they  are  used.  If  this  succeeds  it 
means  that  the  poor  working  girl  on  a  salary 
of  $10  a  week  will  have  to  use  the  street  cars 
going  to  and  returning  from  her  labors. 


"Tell  me,  ye  winged  winds,  as  merrily  you 
blow,  do^  you  not  know  some  spot  where 
scorchers  never  go?  Some  dark  and  dis- 
mal gulch,  some  lonely  mountain  place, 
where  never  yet  was  seen  a  scorcher's  sun- 
tanned face?"  The  wind  replied  in  atmospher- 
ic lingo:  "I  much  regret  to  say  I  don't,  by 
jingo." 


After  considerable  -discussion  the  District 
Council  of  the  United  Brotherhood  of  Car- 
penters and  Joiners  finally  mounted  their 
"walking"  delegate  on  a  bicycle.  So  much 
more  ground  did  the  new  method  of  travel 
enable  the  delegate  to  cover  that  in  one  week 
he  collected  $132.  Hence  the  D.  C.  U.  B. 
of  C.  and  J.  are  happy. 


The  story  of  the  horse  and  his  price  fol- 
lows closely  upon  the  same  thing  when  told 
of  the  bicycle.  In  1883  the  average  price  of 
a  horse  was  $74.64;  in  1897,  $31.51.  In  the 
thirteen  years  from  1884  to  1897,  while  the 
number  of  horses  in  the  United  States  had 
increased  by  more  than  3,000,000  their  total 
value   had    decreased   nearly   $400,000,000. 


It  is  said  that  when  the  bicycle  was  first 
introduced  in  India  it  was  not  at  all  an  un- 
common thing  for  natives  to  fall  down  and 
worship  it.  But,  then,  even  in  nearer  and 
more  enlightened  lands,  it  is  not  a  rare  thing 
for  people  to  fall  down  before  the  bicycle, 
although  it  cannot  with  truth  be  said,  if  one 
may  judge  from  their  language,  that  they 
worship  it. 


A  movement  is  afoot  among  prominent 
men  associated  with  the  British  cycle  trade, 
to  raise  a  testimonial  to  Jack  Keen,  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  the  industry,  and  for  upwards 
of  ten  years  champion  of  the  world.  Keen  is 
sorely  in  need  of  assistance,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  anyone  who  has  a  warm  corner 
in  his  heart  for  the  men  who  made  cycling 
history  will  open  it  now  to  the  relief  of  one 
of  the  most  deserving. 


1899. 
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An  Actual  Test  of  the — 

MORROW  COASTER  BRAKE. 

On  one  of  out  Wheels  fitted  with  the  Morrow  Coaster  Brake  we  have 
fastened  a  Cyclometer  on  the  front  wheel  and  one  on  the  rear  sprocket,  and 
after  ridingf  38  miles  on  ordinary  roads  we  find  we  pedaled  26  miles  and 
coasted  12  miles.  ^^^,^  ^^^^  ^  SAVING  ? 


Rode  38  miles 
Pedaled  26  miles 
Coasted  12  miles 


We  have  already  fitted  a  good  number  of  these 
on  wheels  and  every  rider  is  delighted  with  it.  It 
doubles  the  pleasure  of  riding  and  you  can  descend 
any  hill  with  perfect  safety  and  ease. 

THE  WILKINS  TOY  CO.,  Keene,  N.  H. 


FITS  ANY  CYCLE. 


Riders  Will  Demand  It, 
Dealers  Must  Have  It, 
Manufacturers   Will  Supply  It 

In  1900. 

ECLIPSE  BICYCLE  CO., 

ELMIRA,  N.  Y. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Clusters  (Drop  Forgings.) 

Expanders. 


Combination 
Head  dip. 


Dimensions: 
1%  head  and  iX  branch,  No.  1017. 
iji  head  and  iji  branch,  No.  1017)4. 


We  are  sales  agents 
for  these  Clusters 
and    Expanders. 


We  have  made  arrangements  to  furnish  Expanders  and  Clusters 
with  our  Ji'rame  Sets,  as  well  as  Handle-Bar  Clamps  and  Seat-Post 
Binders.  The  Expanders  have  been  in  use  for  the  last  two  years,  and 
are  considered  the  best  in-the  market.     Made  in  the  following  sizes: 


Outside  Diam. 

Inside  Diam 

I  3-16 

X 

7-8 

I   1-16 

X 

7-8 

I    1-16 

X 

13-16 

I 

X 

13-16 

7-8 

X 

3-4 

This  Cluster  is  machined 
from  a  Drop  Forging.  Made 
for  either  i^  or  xYs  post  and 
bar,  and  %  x  20  Rear  Stays. 
Seat-Post  Angle,  70°.  Angle 
of  Rear  Stays,  53°  . 


The  H.  2\.  Matthews  Mfg.  Co.,  Seymour,  Conn.,  U.  S.  A. 
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MEARS  TO  THE  BAR. 


The  League  of  American  Wheelmen  Summons  Ohio's 
Chief  Consul  on  Charges  of  Disloyalty. 


CLEVELAND,  Sept.  29.— L.  A.  W.  mem- 
bers of  this  section  are  agog  over  the 
suspension  from  office,  pending  a  trial,  of 
Charles  W.  Mears,  chief  consul  of  the  Ohio 
Division.  The  charges  are  voluminous,  bear 
the  date  of  "Boston,  August  18,  '99,"  and  are 
as  follows: 

"We,  the  undersigned,  hereby  request  the 
suspension  from  office  ■  of  Chief  Consul 
Charles  W.  Mears,  of  the  Ohio  Division  of 
the  L.  A.  W.,  pending  an  investigation  of  the 
following  charges  and  specifications: 

"We,  the  undersigned,  members  of  the 
League  of  American  Wheelmen,  hereby 
charge  Charles  W.  Mears,  chief  consul  of  the 
Ohio  Division  of  the  L.  A.  W.,  with  con- 
duct prejudicial  to  the  League,  as  provided 
for  in  section  1  (a),  article  5  of  the  by-laws  of 
the  L.  A.  W. 

"Specification  No.  L — That  the  said  Charles 
W.  Mears,  chief  consul  of  the  Ohio  Division 
of  the  L.  A.  W.,  did  on  or  about  July  3,  1899, 
at  Canal  Dover,  Ohio,  violate  the  general 
jrules  and  racing  rules  of  the  L.  A.  W.,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  interests  of  the  L.  A.  W. 

"Specification  No.  2. — That  the  said  Charles 
W.  Mears,  chief  consul  of  the  Ohio  Division 
of  the  L.  A.  W.,  has  at  divers  times  and 
places  printed,  published,  uttered  and  pro- 
mulgated various  specific  and  general  words 
and  sentiments,  indicating  specifically  and 
intimating  generally  matter  prejudicial  to  the 
interests  of  the  L.  A.  W.,  as  will  more  fully 
appear  by  proofs  and  evidence  to  be  sub- 
mitted at  the  time  and  place  as  you  may  direct. 

"Specification  No.  3. — That  the  said  Charles 
W.  Mears,  chief  consul  of  the  Ohio  Division 
of  the  L.  A.  W.,  on  or  about  August  15,  1899, 
did  solicit  the  appointment  of  an  office,  and 
subsequently  served,  as  an  official  at  an  un- 
sanctioned race  .meet  at  Waltham,  Mass., 
during  the  national  meet  of  the  L.  A.  W., 
thereby  giving  aid,  comfort,  encouragement 
and  countenance  to  the  so-called  National 
Cycling  Association,  and  is  thus  acting  detri- 
mental to  the  interests  of  the  L.  A.  W.,  and 
is  guilty  of  other  conduct  prejudicial  to  the 
interests  of  the  L.  A.  W.  at  the  national  meet 
of  the  League  at  Boston,  Mass.,  on  or  about 
the  dates  and  intervening  dates  of  August 
14-19,  1899. 

"Specification  No.  4. — That  the  said  Charles 
W.  Mears,  chief  consul  of  the  Ohio  Division 
of  the  L.  A.  W.,  has  at  divers  times  and  places 
solicited  and  requested  the  aid  of  person  and 
persons  in  the  promoting  of  races,  but  which 
he  of  his  own  personal  knowledge  knew 
would  or  could  not  be  sanctioned  by  the 
L.  A.  W.  in  accordance  with  its  by-laws,  and 
this  to  the  encouragement  of  unsanctioned 
racing  and  to  the  prejudice  of  the  interests  of 
the  L.  A.  W. 

"Specification  No.  5. — That  the  said  Charles 
W.  Mears,  chief  consul  of  the  Ohio  Division 
of  the  L.  A.  W.,  has  at  divers  times  and  occa- 
sions, in  conversation,  in  print  and  by  public 
utterance,    generally    been    guilty    of   conduct 


prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  L.  A.  W., 
proof  of  all  of  which  will  be  submitted  at  a 
proper  time  and  place. 

"Albert  Mott,  member  Maryland  Div. 

"Fred  Gerlach,  member  Illinois  Div. 

"W.  I.  Doty,  Colorado  Div. 

"C.  A.  Dimon,  Pennsylvania  Div. 

"Arthur  W.  Robinson,  Mass.  Div. 

"Fred  Barlow,  New  Jersey  Div. 

"Henry  W.  Robinson,  Mass.  Div. 

"Charles  T.  Nehf,  Indiana  Div. 

"George  F.  Kast,  Colorado  Div. 

"Robert  T.  Kingsbury,  New  Hampshire  Div. 

"William  C.  Malley,  Illinois  Div. 

"P.  C.  Adair,  Illinois  Div." 

Just  who  Messrs.  Adair,  Malley,  Kingsbury, 
Kast,  Nehf  and  Barlow  are  is  somewhat  of  a 
mystery  here,  but  they  are  evidently  mem- 
bers of  sufficient  standing  to  warrant  Presi- 
dent Keenan  acting  under  the  L.  A.  W.  con- 
stitution and  by-laws,  which  provide  that  any 
officer  or  member  of  a  committee  or  member 
of  the  national  assembly  may  be  thus  sus- 
pended and  tried.  The  trial  body  consists  of 
the  president  and  the  chairmen  of  the  com- 
mittees on  rights  and  privileges,  rules  and 
regulations,  membership  and  improvement 
of  highways.  If  he  is  found  guilty  he  may 
be  reprimanded,  suspended  for  a  specific  time, 
removed  from  his  position,  or  finally  e.xpelled 
from  membership  in  the  League.  He  then  has 
the  right  to  appeal  to  the  national  assembly, 
which  may  reverse  the  finding  by  a  two-thirds 
vote. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  date  of  these 
charges  is  Boston,  August  18.  This  was  in 
the  middle  of  the  national  meet  there,  and 
at  that  time  Mears  had  been  the  subject  of 
much  discussion  among  League  officials.  He 
had  antagonized  the  administration  by  drastic 
criticism  of  its  appointee  for  chairman  of  the 
Racing  Board,  Fred  Gerlach,  and  he  had  been 
suspended  for  a  year  from  all  L.  A.  W.  tracks 
from  July  4  for  violation  of  the  racing  rules. 

When  he  went  to  Boston  to  the  meet  he 
went  to  Waltham,  where  races  of  the  N.  C.  A. 
were  being  held,  and  asked  to  be  made  an 
official.  This  was  regarded  at  the  time  as  an 
act  of  bravado,  which  was  not  openly  talked 
of.  But  it  seems  that  the  powers  that  be  got 
together  and  considered  the  advisability  of 
then  suspending  him  from  this  position  as 
chief  consul,  an  action  which  has  never  before 
been  taken  by  the  body. 

When,  however,  weeks  went  by  and  noth- 
ing more  was  heard  of  the  affair,  every  one 
supposed  the  matter  had  been  dropped.  It 
will  thus  be  a  great  surprise  that  he  has  been 
suspended.  It  is  thought  that  Van  Valken- 
berg,  chief  consul  of  Wisconsin,  will  be  the 
counsel  of  Mears  when  the  case  comes  to 
trial. 

In  his  own  defense  there  was  a  motive  in 
('claying  any  action  from  August  18  until  now. 
He  believes  it  was  done  to  delay  the  investi- 
gation as  long  as  possible  in  order  to  injure 
his  chances  of  re-election  to  the  chief  consul- 


ship. He  claims  that  an  unprejudiced  tri- 
bunal of  League  officials  would  be  unable  to 
find  grounds  in  the  charges  for  suspension 
from  office  even  if  he  were  found  guilty.  Fur- 
ther, he  stated  to  a  Wheel  man  Saturday  that 
some  of  the  most  influential  officials  of  the 
L.  A.  W.  had  offered  him  their  support  in 
fighting  the  case,  and  that  some  interesting 
complications  were  likely  to  ensue  in  the  near 
future. 


Hit  by  the  Union. 

Just  to  keep  in  line  with  all  of  the  other 
organizations  "in  control  of  racing,"  the 
American  Racing  Cyclists'  Union  has  done 
a  little  "fining"  on  its  own  account.  The  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  have  been  notified  to  step 
up  to  the  captain's  office  and  fork  over  the 
amounts  set  opposite  their  names,  if  they 
ever  expect  the  august  A.  R.  C.  U.  to  recog- 
nize them  as  aught  but  "scabs":  Nat  But- 
ler,, indefinite  suspension;  Major  Taylor,  the 
same;  Charlie  Turville,  fined  $25;  "Baby" 
Gibson,  $50;  Charlie  McCarthy,  $100;  Jimmy 
Bowler,  $100;  Tom  Butler,  $200;  Frank  But- 
ler, $100;  Eddie  Aker,  $100;  Eddie  McDuf- 
fee,  $100,  and  Bennie  Munroe,  $25. 


President  Kiser  rell. 

Trenton.  Sept.  25. — Newhouse  astonished 
spectators  and  his  comrades  at  the  fair 
grounds  this  afternoon  by  winning  the  five- 
mile  national  championship.  It  was  the 
most  important  race  of  the  day,  and  all  the 
stars  were  entered.  Kiser,  who  was  looked 
upon  as  the  whiner,  fell  in  his  heat,  thereby 
sacrificing  his  chances  of  winning.  The  lat- 
ter's  failure  to  secure  a  place  gives  Tom 
Cooper  the  right  to  the  championship.  Fred 
Simms  won  both  of  the  mile  professional 
races  in  clean-cut  style. 


Gibson   Does  Porter. 

Louisville,  Sept.  23. — Harry  A.  Gibson,  of 
Cincinnati,  defeated  Charles  Porter,  of  De- 
troit, in  a  twenty-five  mile  motor-paced  race 
at  the  Fountain  Ferry  track  this  afternoon 
in  the  remarkably  fast  time  of  45  minutes 
37  2-5  seconds.  1  he  twelfth  mile  was  made 
in  one  minute  46  seconds.  Tom  Butler  and 
Frank  Starbuck  started,  but  they  never  were 
dangerous  competitors.  Butler's  motor  was 
out  of  order,  while  Starbuck's  machine  did 
not  reach  the  city  in  time  for  the  race. 


Chances   for  All. 

There  is  a  chance  in  every  town  for  one 
man  in  every  line  of  business  to  make  a  dis- 
tinct, palpable  hit  in  his  advertising.  Let  him 
get  out  of  the  old  ruts.  Let4iim  make  up  his 
mind  that  he  advertises  for  business,  and  not 
"just  to  help  the  paper  along."  Let  him  give 
some  good,  hard,  common-sense  thought  to 
the  subject.  Why  don't  you  take  it  upon 
yourself  to  be  this  man  in  the  cycle  trade  in 
your  town? 


Was  Trained  for  It. 

"How  long,"  inquired  the  Eastern  potentate, 
"has  the  young  man  been  on  the  treadmill?" 

"Two  weeks,  oh,  conquering  king!  And  he 
told  me  yesterday  he  was  having  a  fine  time, 
although  the  scenery  was  getting  monoton- 
ous. 

"Two  weeks?     Great  Allah!     Who  is  he?" 

"He  claims  he  is  a  six-day  racing  man;  but 
what  that  might  be  I  know  not." 
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ANOTHER  BINCH. 

Records     Fall    by    the    Track-Side     Through    the 

Efforts  of  McEachren  and 

Elkes. 

Philadelphia,  Sept.  25. — Though  record 
breaking  seemed  a  bit  like  gathering  fruit 
after  season,  Harry  Elkes,  on  Saturday,  at 
the  Woodside  Park  track,  won  a  fifty-mile 
motor  paced  race,  with  Burns  Pierce,  of 
Boston,  second,  two  miles  ahead  of  Frank 
Waller,  third.  Archie  McEachren  was  forced 
to  quit  in  the  forty-sixth  mile  from  exhaus- 
tion. McEachren  led  for  eighteen  miles, 
during  which  he  broke  thirteen  world's  rec- 
ords, but  he  could  not  stand  the  killing  pace, 
and  when  forced  ofT  the  track  was  given  a 
great  ovation. 

Elkes  got  oi¥  first  and  readily  hooked  on- 
to a  motor  tandem.  As  the  four  rounded  into 
the  stretch  Elkes  led,  with  McEachren  sec- 
ond. Pierce  third  and  Waller  fourth.  Elkes 
led  at  the  mile  by  a  wheel's  length  over  Mc- 
Eachren, but  the  latter  soon  gained  the  lead, 
and  until  the  twentieth  mile  kept  in  front, 
breaking  all  world's  competition  records  from 
the  fifth  to  the  nineteenth  mile,  excepting  at 
the  tenth  and  fifteenth  miles. 

Near  the  end  of  the  twentieth  mile  Elkes 
passed  McEachren,  and  was  never  thereafter 
headed.  Every  competition  record  from  the 
twentieth  to  the  fiftieth  mile  was  broken  by 
Elkes.  On  the  twenty-ninth  mile  McEachren 
tried  to  pass  Elkes  on  the  homestretch,  and 
a  pretty  fight  ensued  to  the  first  turn,  where 
Elkes  drew  away. 

On  the  thirty-sixth  mile  Miller's  motor 
went  wrong,  and  this  marked  the  beginning 
of  McEachren's  troubles.  He  was  compelled 
to  go  unpaced  for  some  distance,  and  this, 
with  the  terrific  pace,  told  on  him  badly.  The 
race  was  without  incident  after  this,  beyond 
the  fact  that  Waller's  motor,  which  the  vet- 
eran rider  had  followed  without  a  change  for 
forty-six  miles,  went  wrong,  and  to  save  an 
accident  the  riders  were  compelled  to  run  it 
off  the  track. 

The  times  made  at  important  distances  and 
former  records  were: 

Former 
Competition 

Miles.     Leader.                                       Time.  Record. 

1... .Elkes    1.4'j  1.34y5 

5. . . .  McEachren  8.22%  8.22Vs 

10. . . .  McEachren  16.58%  16.49% 

15.... McEachren  25.12%  25.12% 

20.... Elkes    33.45%  33.52% 

25. ...Elkes    42.02%  42.20 

30. ...Elkes    50.30%  50.52 

35.... Elkes    58.46%  59.46 

40. ...Elkes 1.07.06%  1.16.16% 

45.... Elkes    1.15.45%  1.26.31% 

50....  Elkes    I,24.3iy5  1.36.22% 


DANGERS  or  "DOPE." 


Ill-Advised  Use  and  Abuse  of  Stimulants  by  Cycle 
Riders. 

There  is  a  tendency  among  those  who  go 
in  for  a  multiplication  of  century  riding  to 
resort  to  stimulants  to  brace  up  their  over- 
taxed systems  and  spur  their  jaded  nerves 
and  muscles  into  greater  activity. 

They  see  at  every  turn  the  most  glowing 
accounts  of  tonics  and  invigorators,  health 
restorers  and  nerve  strengtheners,  and,  feel- 
ing worn  and  discouraged,  they  rush  to  these 
stimulants  and,  finding  a  little  temporary  re- 
lief, they  continue  them. 

An  experienced  driver  would  not  for  any 
length  of  time  keep  his  tired  horse  up  to  the 
top  of  his  speed  by  means  of  whip  or  spur. 
He  would  know  in  all  reason  that  a  complete 


breakdown  lay  not  far  ahead  of  him.  Im- 
petuous riders  who  fiy  to  tonics  and  bracers 
when  they  have  already  outdone  their  strength 
seem  totally  oblivious  to  the  fact  that  stimu- 
lants habitually  indulged  in  are  the  main  cause 
of  most  collapses  among  long-distance  per- 
formers. Some  day  there  is  apoplexy,  paraly- 
sis or  what,  for  some  unexplained  reason  or 
other,  the  doctors  see  fit  to  call — heart  failure. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  ninety-nine  hundredths 
of  the  cases  of  heart  failure  in  every-day  life 
are  nothing  more  or  less  than  over-exertion 
which  has  been  kept  up  by  means  of  stimu- 
lants and  tonics  until  nature  has  demanded 
her  rights  and  knocked  the  props  from  under 
the  unfortunate  victim  of  his  own  folly. 

Stimulants  should  be  used  with  the  utmost 
caution,  by  riders,  and,  as  a  rule,  only  under 
the  advice  of  a  competent  physician. 


BUTLER  TALKS  SOME. 


He   Tells    What    He    Is    Going    to    Do    and    What 
Others  Cannot  Do. 

As  one  fast  traveler  to  another,  Traveler 
Tom  Butler  has  thus  confided  his  hopes  and 
fears  to  a  Boston  reporter: 

"I  think  I  am  through  with  sprint  racing 
for  the  season.  I  like  the  new  game,  and  now 
that  I  have  a  motor  of  my  own  I  will  spend 
the  rest  of  the  season  riding  middle-distance 
races.  I  am  booked  for  several  places  in  the 
West,  and  have  enough  to  keep  me  busy  until 
the  snow  flies.  At  first  it  was  hard  work 
back  of  pace,  but  now  I  am  able  to  go  for  10 
miles  without  much  exertion. 

"Take  a  man  who  has  been  confining  his 
work  to  three  miles  and  under,  it  is  hard  to 
get  going  for  a  longer  distance.  I  am  pushing 
a  106-gear,  and  am  doing  well.  McDuffee  is 
not  riding  well.  His  motor  is  like  a  steam 
engine,  and  is  broader  than  any  wind  shield 
ever  used.  I  followed  it  a  mile  in  Boston  in 
1.45  with  an  84  gear,  and  thought  I  was  going 
about  two  minutes.  I  see  that  McDuffee  is 
going  for  the  mile.  Well,  I  think  he  is  out 
in  the  deep.  When  he  did  1.27  he  rode  as  fast 
as  he  could,  and  Taylor's  mile  is  safe  as  far 
as   he   is   concerned." 


GOING  TO  QUIT. 


"  Me  and  Steve "  Formally  Announce  that  They  Are 
Preparing  to  Mote. 

Official  announcement  is  now  made  that 
"Me  and  Steve"  will  retire  from  the  game 
with  the  opening  of  the  new  century.  The 
official  proclamation  emanates  from  the  "Me" 
member  of  the  firm  in  this  fashion: 

"We  are  going  out  of  the  racing  business 
after  1900,  which  we  will  spend  in  Paris,  where 
a  number  of  important  professional  meets  will 
be  held  during  the  exposition,  and  in  which 
we  expect  to  come  in  for  our  share  of  the 
winnings.  We  will  remain  in  Paris  for  some 
time  after  the  fair  for  the  purpose  of  thor- 
oughly acquainting  ourselves  with  the  auto- 
mobile business,  in  which  we  expect  to  engage 
in  this  country  after  our  return  from  abroad. 

"We  realize  that  there  is  a  great  field  in 
the  automobile  business,  and  we  have  a  splen- 
did offer  that  we  have  practically  decided  to 
accept.  Our  visit  to  Paris,  the  home  of  the 
machine  that  is  destined  to  take  the  place  of 
the  horse  and  carriage,  will  afford  us  an  op- 
portunity to  familiarize  ourselves  with  the 
business,  and  we  will  then  be  in  a  position 
to  embark  in  what  we  believe  will  be  a  much 


more  profitable  and  easier   work  than  circuit 
chasing." 


Old-Fashioned  Training. 

An  old-fashioned  trainer,  who  learned  his 
trade  in  England  and  had  not  yet  acquired  a 
full  knowledge  of  "dope,"  etc.,  being  asked 
to  condense  the  best  information  he  could 
give  a  person  preparing  for  a  race,  replied  as 
follows:  "Eat  almost  everything  except  'green 
stuff,'  potatoes  and  turnips.  Make  beef,  dry 
toast  and  weak  tea  the  principal  articles  of 
food.  Do  not  be  afraid  of  ripe  fruit  at  your 
meals.  Be  in  bed  at  9  o'clock  each  night  and 
up  at  6  in  the  morning.  Take  a  cool  spray 
bath  on  rising.  Do  not  use  tobacco  or  any 
kind  of  liquor. 

"For  rubbing  mixtures,  so  dear  to  all  racing 
men,  use  witch  hazel  mixed  with  a  very  little 
peppermint  oil.  Mix  in  the  proportion  of 
one  pint  of  witch  hazel  to  a  pennyweight  of 
oil.  Do  not  depend  so  much  on  the  mixture 
as  on  the  rubbing.  Have  the  body  well  rubbed 
over.  Knead  the  muscles.  End  by  briskly 
rubbing  in  order  to  bring  blood  to  the  sur- 
face nicely." 


For  Appearance's  Sake. 

Men  like  girls  who  are  full  of  life  and  fun, 
girls  who  can  ride  a  bicycle  more  than  a  mile, 
can  talk  sport  intelligently,  and  really  enter 
into  the  spirit  of  outdoor  life.  But  men  have 
an  old-fashioned  prejudice  in  favor  of  trim- 
ness  and  gracefulness  and  beauty.  These 
qualities  are  not  incompatible  with  riding  a 
bicycle.  A  girl  can  ride  just  as  well,  in  fact, 
it  would  seem  as  if  she  could  even  ride  better, 
if  she  isn't  all  tag  ends,  and  if  her  clothes  are 
not  sloppy.  But  if  this  fad  of  ugliness  goes 
on  people  will  conclude  that  it  is  a  necessary 
accompaniment  of  outdoor  Kfe,  and  there  will 
be  a  shut-down  on  the  whole  thing.  There- 
fore, it  is  to  be  devoutly  hoped  that  the  girls 
will  put  in  their  spare  hours  this  winter  get- 
ting up  cycling  costumes  which  will  stand  the 
wear  and  tear  of  a  season  and  keep  their 
shape  to  the  end.  There  are  innumerable 
scalps  waiting  to  be  hung  at  the  belt  of  the 
outdoor  girl  who  is  also  well  groomed  and 
attractive. 


Their  First  Tiff, 

"Go!"  she  exclaimed,  "and  never  speak  to 
me  again!" 

He  passed  out  into  the  unsympathetic  night, 
but  paused  when  he  reached  the  sidewalk  and 
drew  something  from  one  of  his  inside  pock- 
ets. As  he  did  so  the  beautiful  girl  who  was 
watching  him  from  the  vestibule  uttered  a 
shrill  scream  and  ran  toward  him. 

"Albert!"  she  cried,  "what  would  you  do? 
Pray,  do  not  kill  yourself!  Throw  your  re- 
volver away  and  let  us  forget  our  quarrel." 

"It  isn't  a  revolver,"  he  replied,  as  he  caught 
her  in  his  arms.  "It  is  a  monkey-wrench  I 
borrowed  from  you  the  day  my  wheel  broke 
down.  I  have  been  wearing  it  next  to  my 
heart  ever  since." 

Then  they  returned  to  the  parlor  and  took 
up  the  thread  of  love's  young  dream  where  it 
had   been  broken. 


The  Burning  Question. 

General  Millyuns  (cycle  manufacturer) — My 
brave  fellow!  You  have  saved  my  daughter! 
Ask  what  you  will! 

Salesfellow  (joyfully) — Say,  on  the  level,  is 
the  combine  goin'  through? 


1899. 
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More  about  the  "Wheel  Press," 
which  prints  The  Wheel,  several 
other  publications,  a  lot  of  railroad 
time-tables,  and  which  may  print 
your  catalogue  for  next  year.  Or,  if 
not  your  catalogue,  perhaps  your 
other  work  of  that  character. 


There  are  eight  big  "cylinders"  in 
our  pressroom.  The  above  illustra- 
tion shows  four  of  them.  We  print 
the  picture  merely  to  show  you  what 
sort  of  a  plant  we  have.  Bear  us  in 
mind.  Our  prices  are  right.  Send 
letters  to  "Wheel  Press,"  88  West 
Broadway,  New  York  City. 
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A  fAlBER   MISSIONARY. 


Visits    Fifty   Towns    Since   the    Middle    of   August 
and  Tallis  of  Trade  Con- 
ditions. 

As  is  pretty  generally  known,  N.  H.  Van 
Sicklen  is  now  devoting  his  entire  time 
to  the  interests  of  the  Fauber  one-piece  crank- 
hanger.  The  arrangement  between  Van  Sick- 
len and  Fauber  was  made  about  the  middle 
of  the  year,  and  "Van"  has  since  then  visited 
a  large  number  of  bicycle  manufacturers  and 
jobbers.  His  prominence  as  an  old-timer,  and 
especially  as  a  former  leader  in  cycling  jour- 
nalism, as  well  as  his  personal  desire  and  abili- 
ty to  make  friends,  have  stood  him  in  good 
stead  in  the  new  work.  The  purpose  o.f  his 
work  is  not  so  much  to  secure  direct  orders  as 
to  establish  a  more  personal  relationship  be- 
tween maker  and  customer.  He  has  succeeded 
admirably  in  both  respects. 

"At  the  same  time,"  said  Van  Sicklen,  in  a 
recent  chat  in  New  York  City,  "I  have  been 
agreeably  surprised  to  find  how  many  people 
have  maintained  a  substantial  friendship  for 
the  Fauber  hanger  without  ever  having  met 
the  man  responsible  for  it,  or  any  representa- 
tive of  his.  Of  course,  I  have  been  able,  by 
personally  visiting  people,  to  bring  about 
more  profitable  results  than  could  be  expected 
otherwise,  but  at  the  same  time  I  have  found 
the  condition  of  Fauber  fences,  so  to  speak, 
to  be  remarkably  good.  I  don't  think  another 
case  like  it  can  be  found  in  the  history  of  the 
Cycle  trade.  They  not  only  stick  to  Fauber 
hangers.  They  have  bought  his  other  goods 
liberally." 

"How  many  Fauber  hangers  were  sold  for 
the  '99  season?" 
"Over  250,000." 

"How  does  that  compare  with  the  output 
of  infringers?" 

.  "I  don't  think  the  total  output  of  infringers 
has  amounted  to  over  10  per  cent  of  ours. 
The  one  serious  infringer  has  a  capacity  of 
less  than  15,000." 

"The  infringers  are  being  sued?" 
"Yes.  The  matter  is  in  the  courts.  The 
courts  take  their  own  time,  and  all  we  can 
do  is  to  await  their  convenience.  Meantime, 
as  I  say,  the  Fauber  hanger  is  getting  the 
trade." 

"You  have  probably  been  doing  more  visit- 
ing during  the  past  few  months  than  any  man 
in  the  business.  How  do  you  find  things?" 
"Well,  since  August  15  I  have  visited  man- 
ufacturers and  jobbers  in  something  less  than 
50  cities,  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Pennsylvania, 
New  York  and  New  England,  and  some 
towns  in  other  States.  I  have  just  returned 
from  New  England.  While  1  am  sure  of  our 
own  standing  with  the  makers  and  jobbers,  as 
far  as  they  are  able  to  control  the  matter,  the 
fact  is  that  many  people,  particularly  in  the 
East,  are  in  a  state  of  suspense.  Makers  in 
the  American  Bicycle  Co.  are  waiting  for 
possible  orders  from  headquarters.  Outside 
makers  are  waiting  to  see  what  the  others 
will  do.  Unless  the  A.  B.  C.  policy  is  well 
known  very  soon,  it  will  certainly  set  things 
back  a  bit.  I  don't  mind  saying  I  think  this 
hesitancy  is  a  mistake  on  the  part  of  inde- 
pendent makers.  The  longer  they  wait  the 
easier  they  make  the  fight  of  the  big  organi- 
zation." 

"What  do  makers  think  of  the  outlook?" 
"Generally,   they  expect  a  good  year — not 
a  rash  guess,  either." 


"Prices  of  parts  and  material  going  to  wor- 
ry them?" 

"So  I've  heard.  Not  the  price  of  Fauber 
goods,  however.  We  happen  to  be  well  pre- 
pared as  to  raw  material — so  well  that  the 
Fauber  hanger  will  sell  to  manufacturers  for 
less,  instead  of  more,  than  heretofore." 

And  then  the  prosperous  veteran  of  mildly 
Ixooseveltian  aspect  moved  off  to  see  anotlicr 
jobber. 


are  claimed  for  it,  it  jumped  into  immediate 
favor,  and  is  now  a  standard  article  in  the 
trade.  The  compound  is  known  all  over  the 
world,  and  to-day  the  firm  ships  as  much 
"Three-in-One"  in  one  month  as  it  did  dur- 
ing the  first  year  it  was  introduced.  Both 
Mr.  Cole  and  Mr.  Slee  are  well  known  in  the 
trade,  and  they  have  built  up  a  reputation 
for  their  products  that  is  unsurpassed. 
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Wliat  tlie  Banner  Does. 

D.  B.  Smith  &  Co.,  Utica,  present  their 
1900  new  Banner  Automatic  Adjusting  Pump, 
with  the  claims  that  it  is  adapted  for  inflating 
any  kind  of  tire  and  will  fit  any  American  or 
foreign  tire.  The  Banner  uses  no  swivel  or 
hose  to  connect  the  pump  with  the  valve.  All 
that  is  necessary  to  accomplish  this  is  to 
place  the  metal  spout  over  the  valve  and  the 
connection  is  made.  The  pump  is  made  of  \\ 
inch  brass  drawn  tubing,  the  tubing  and  cap 
being  one  solid  piece,  with  steel  plunger  rod 
and  enameled  handle.  The  stirrup  is  steel, 
and  the  spout  which  connects  pump  to  valve 


is  brass  tubing  with  cushion  connection.  The 
tube  screws  into  the  stirrup  as  is  shown  in 
Fig.  2.  Fig.  1  represents  tube  detached  from 
stirrup,  showing  the  expanding  spring  washer, 
which  keeps  the  leather  plunger  from  wrink- 
ling. 

STANDARD   ARTICLE. 


One  tliat  Is  Known   Wherever  a  Bicycle  Is  Ridden 
or  Sold. 

No  better  evidence  of  the  fact  that  it  pays 
to  advertise  a  good  thing  can  be  found  than 
in  the  progress  of  the  G.  W.  Cole  Co.,  of  New 
York,  which  was  incorporated  recently  under 
the  laws  of  New  Jersey  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $100,000.  As  is  well  known,  this  company 
manufacture  the  popular  "Three-in-One"  bi- 
cycle lubricant,  and  a  number  of  other  sun- 
dries. This  compound  was  first  placed  on  the 
mark  July  4,  1894,  by  G.  W.  Cole  &  Co.,  con- 
sisting of  George  W.  Cole  and  J.  Noah  H. 
Slee,  who  are  president  and  secretary  respec- 
tively of  the  new  corporation.  Owing  to  the 
vigorous  advertising,  and  the  fact  that 
"Three-in-One"  possesses  all  the  merits  that 


WHEELS  UNDER   FOOT. 


Itow  the  Skate  Comes  to  the  Aid  of  the  Cycle  in 
the  Off  Season. 

The  roller  skate  of  ten  or  a  dozen  years 
ago  and  the  roller  skate  of  to-day  are  as 
different  as  bicycles  of  the  same  periods  would 
be.  No  one  knows  this  better  than  L.  M. 
Richardson,  formerly  of  the  Monarch  Cycle 
Co.,  and  now  president  of  the  Richardson 
Ball  Bearing  Skate  Co.,  Chicago,  who  says: 

"With  the  advent  of  the  bicycle  into  the 
daily  life  of  the  majority  of  the  people,  the 
beauties  of  this  perfect  bearing  have  become 
better  understood,  and  its  wonderful  help  in 
the  matter  of  propulsion  is  now  universally 
appreciated.  It  only  needed  the  application  of 
ball  bearings  to  lift  the  sport  of  roller  skating 
into  its  proper  position  as  one  of  the  finest  of 
the  age.  Those  skaters  of  the  'old  school'  to 
whom  has  come  the  pleasure  of  clamping  on 
ball-bearing  skates  are  enthusiastic  in  their 
praises.  The  feeling  of  exhilaration  as  one 
glides  along  is  indescribable." 

Cycle  agents  would  do  well  to  address  Mr. 
Richardson,  thus  giving  him  a  chance  to  tell 
them  something  of  how  they  can  roller  skate 
into  a  profitable  side  line  during  the  non- 
cycling  season. 


Seating  the  Driver  Properly. 

The  experimental  electric  automobile  re- 
cently completed  at  the  Attleboro  factory  of 
the  United  States  Automobile  Co.  possesses 
some  new  features.  One  is  that  the  driver  is 
seated  at  the  left  hand,  and  not  the  right.  The 
wheels  are  of  wood,  and  the  tires  are  solid 
rubber,  which  combination  the  company  re- 
gards better  than  wire  spokes  and  a  pneu- 
matic tire.  The  object  in  placing  the  driver 
at  the  left  is  that  he  is  thus  enabled  to  keep 
a  closer  watch  of  approaching  and  passing 
vehicles. 


With  Hubs  Now. 

George  A.  Trout,  formerly  American 
salesman  for  the  E.  &  D.  wheel,  which  is 
bttilt  by  the  Canadian  Typograph  Co.,  of 
Windsor,  Ont.,  and  later  with  the  Julius 
Heineman  Co.,  of  Chicago,  is  now  on  the 
road  with  Cleveland  hubs,  the  well-known 
product  of  the  Cleveland  Hub.  Co.  Mr. 
Trout  has  a  wide  circle  of  acquaintances  in 
the  trade  and  is  especially  well  adapted  to 
talk  hubs,  having  been  successful  with  the 
intricacies  of  the  E.  &  D.  "four-point"  bear- 
ing. 


Not  Numerous  Nowadays. 

The  Le  Roy  Bicycle  Co.,  with  principal 
office  493  Central  avenue,  Jersey  City,  has 
been  incorporated  in  New  Jersey  to  manufac- 
ture bicycles,  etc.  Capital,  $25,000.  Incor- 
porators, Charles  J.  Hayes,  William  A.  Jen- 
nings, John  R.  Keim,  Charles  Simmons,  all 
of  Jersey    City. 
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THEY  STOOP  TO  IMITATE. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  us  to   mention   RECORD  quality  and  progressiveness;  we  merely 
point  to  the  many  cheap  and  tinny  imitations  of 

RECORD   PEDALS, 

sold  on  the  strength  of  being  RECORD  design  and  **  almost  as  good/^ 
It  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  point  the  moral. 

The  RECORD  No.  9B,  two  pedals  in  one,  will  appeal  to  you.      They  rest  the  feet. 
We  invite  correspondence  from  manufacturers  and  jobbers. 

RECORD  PEDAL  MEG.  CO., '''  ^""""tst^Mass. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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ONE  OF  MANY. 

THIS  ONE  FROM  THE  OVERMAN  WHEEL  CO.: 

Chicopee  Falls,  Mass.,  July  27th,  1899. 
Spinroller  Co. , 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 
In  the  Victor  Spinroller  we  find  the  machine  of 
the  future,  so  far  as  our  manufacture  is  concerned. 

The  Spinroller  solves  the  chainless  problem. 
As  you  know,  we  have  not  approved  in  the  past  of  the 
bevel  gear  or  any  of  the  chainless  mechanisms,  but 
with  the  Spinroller  we  expect  to  make  our  business 
of  the  future. 

It  will  more  and  more  come  to  be  recognized  as 
the  only  practi  cal  method. 

Yours  very  truly, 
(Signed),    A.  H.  Overman,  President. 

Manufacturers  who  want  the  only  practical  method  will  address 

SPINROLLER  rOMPANV,  Rochester,  n.  y. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Tracking  of  the  Wheels* 


EDITOR  The  Wheel:— Anyone  who 
uses  his  eyes  in  only  half  an  observing 
fashion  must  note  the  fact  that  a  majority  of 
the  machines  ridden  have  wheels  that  do  not 
track.  The  result  of  this  is  seen  in  the  erratic 
way  in  which  the  machines  steer,  and  the  lia- 
bdity  of  the  machines  to  side-slip  upon  wet 
or  slippery  road  surfaces.  Evidently  the  rid- 
ers are  ignorant  of  the  condition  of  afifairs, 
and  may,  therefore,  be  pleased  to  learn  how 
to  detect  this  grievous  fault,  and  I  therefore 
submit  the  following: 

Turn  the  machine  upside  down,  and  pro- 
cure a  straight  piece  of  wood,  a  broom  han- 
dle will  do,  and  place  it  across  the  rear  wheel 
so  that  it  touches  the  rim  at  both  edges;  if 
the  machine  is  in  track,  it  should  also  touch 
both  edges  of  the  rim  of  the  front  wheel. 
This  is  very  simple,  and  any  deviation  from 
correct  alignment  can  readily  be  detected. 
Thinking  the  matter  over,  another  method 
suggested  itself  to  me. 

Draw  a  straight  line  about  a  dozen  yards 
or  so  long  on  the  pavement,  and  run  the 
front  wheel  along  it,  having  first  taken  care 
to  chalk  the  tire  of  the  driver,  or  both  wheels 
might  be  chalked,  but  with  different  colored 
chalk  (I  used  soot  and  whiting)  and  the  ma- 
chine wheeled  along  straight.  It  will  then 
quickly  be  seen  whether  the  wheels  track 
properly. 

I  have  never  given  the  matter  much  atten- 
tion before,  but  I  am  very  much  of  opinion 
that  wheels  not  tracking  is  the  cause  of  the 
indififcrent  steering  that  is  so  often  found  in 
cheap  machines.  The  slightest  deviation 
from  a  correct  alignment  must  necessarily 
cause  a  certain  amount  of  drag  on  the  part 
of  the  back  wheel,  and  a  consequent  loss  of 
space  and  difficulty  of  steering,  especially 
when  the  roads  are  greasy. 

It  is  in  frame  building  that  the  big  makers, 
with  their  jigs  and  such  like  uncanny  things, 
beat  the  "assembler,"  who  is  obliged  in  a 
great  measure  to  build  frames  on  rule  of 
thumb,  and  trusts  to  luck  to  get  them  true. 
No  one  ought  to  purchase  a  low-priced  ma- 
chine that  does  not  bear  the  name-plate  of  a 
well-known  maker  without  being  assured 
that  the  wheels  track.  Machines  put  to- 
gether hurriedly  seldom  receive  the  atten- 
tion they  ought. 

The  wheels  also  get  out  of  alignment  from 
various  causes,  and  a  fall  will  often  twist  the 
frame,  while  weakness  of  the  back-forks  is 
another  cause  (in  this  case  get  rid  of  the  ma- 
chine as  quickly  as  possible).  The  usual 
query  of  a  sufferer  does  not  require  a  lengthy 
answer.  It  is,  "When  the  wheels  are  out  of 
track  how  can  they  be  put  right?"  There 
should  be  only  one  way;  send  the  machine 
to  a  competent  repairer.  It  is  folly  for  the 
ordinary  rider  to  tinker  with  a  job  of  this 
description,  which  will  invariably  result  in 
a  change  from  bad  to  worse. 

The  Tr.^ck  Master. 


He  Was  a  Fluent  Expert. 

"You  ought  to  see  our  representative  from 
Paris,   Mr.    Bertram,"   said   E.   R.   Lozier  to 


The  Wheel  man  recently,  when  the  latter 
called  to  find  out  the  news  regarding  Lozier's 
foreign  agents  who  were  then  visiting  the 
home  ofiice.  "Whenever  there  is  no  business 
on,  he  and  our  man  from  Hamburg  have  it. 
He  can  tell  you  a  thousand  and  one  reasons 
why  Dreyfus  is  guilty,  and  you  cannot  tell 
him  one  why  he  is  innocent.  Did  you  ever 
hear  a  man  swear  in  French?  Well,  it  is  the 
most  beautiful  thing  in  the  world,  and  if  you 
want  to  get  Bertram  started,  just  ask  him 
about  Dreyfus."  Mr.  Bertram  could  not  be 
found  by  The  Wheel  man  when  he  went  in 
search  for  him,  so  the  pleasure  of  hearing 
fluent  French  "swear  words"  had  to  be  de- 
ferred. 


Some  Facts  About  Pumps. 

A  pump  with  a  narrow  barrel  is  easier  to 
operate  than  a  pump  with  a  wide  barrel. 

Most  folding  pumps  have  a  wide  barrel. 
Here  is  an  illustration  of  a  folding  pump 
which  not  only  has  a  narrow  barrel  but  which 
is  telescopic.  It  is  only  6J  inches  long  when 
closed,  so  that  it  is  easily  carried  in  the  tool 


bag  or  upper  vest  pocket.  Its  diameter  is 
only  1  1-1(3  inch  and  its  weight  7  ounces. 
When  extended  it  is  16  inches  long.  In  other 
words,  here  is  a  remarkably  compact  pump 
with  all  the  power  of  the  best  form  of  foot 
pump. 

It  contains  three  sections  of  brass  tubing. 
It  is  nickel-plated.  Its  retail  price  is  low. 
It  ought  to  sell  quickly,  and  dealers  who 
recognize  the  wisdom  of  enabling  riders  to 
easily  care  for  their  wheels  will  do  well  to 
get  into  touch  with  the  manufacturers,  the 
Braunsdorf-Mueller  Company,  Elizabeth,  N. 
J.  These  folks  are  well  known  as  makers  of 
fine  tools  and  they  have  taken  an  interest  in 
this  pump  only  after  carefully  comparing  it 
with  all  others.  It  is  called  the  Koester  Tele- 
scope Pocket  Foot  Pump._  Patent  has  been 
applied  for. 


One  Week's  Exports. 

Exports  of  bicycles  and  parts  from  the  port 
of  New  York  for  the  week  ending  September 
19,  1899: 

Antwerp. — 1  case  bicycle  material,  $28. 

Amsterdam. — 5  cases  bicycles,  $233. 

Argentine  Republic— 61  cases  bicycles, 
$4,179;  3  cases  bicycle  material,  $54. 

British  Australia. — 1  case  bicycle  material, 
$108. 

British  East  Indies. — 6  cases  bicycles,  $180; 
6  cases  bicycle  material,  $602. 

British  Possessions  in  Africa. — 6  cases  bi- 
cycles, $578. 

Bremen. — 35  cases  bicycles,  $1,275;  6  cases 
bicycle  material,  $225. 

British  West  Indies. — 16  cases  bicycles, 
$535;  8  cases  bicycle  material,   $34. 

Bordeaux. — 1  case  bicycle  material,  $51. 

Cork. — 7  cases  bicycles,  $249. 

Chili. — 1  case  bicycles,  $45. 

Copenhagen. — 36  cases  bicycles,  $3,518;  64 
cases  bicycle  material,  $3,313. 

Christiania. — 1  case  bicycles,  $30. 

Cuba. — 39  cases  bicycles,  $1,502;  15  cases 
bicycle  material,  $394. 

Danish  West  Indies. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $51. 

Ecuador. — 1  case  bicycle  material,  $10. 

French  West  Indies. — 4  cases  bicycles,  $140. 

Fiume. — 5  cases  bicycles,  $325. 

Glasgow. — 1  cases  bicycles,  $203. 

Genoa. — 3  cases  bicycles,  $900. 

Gibraltar. — 2  cases  bicycles,   $75. 

Hamburg. — 8  cases  bicycles,  $350;  12  cases 
bicycle  material,  $171. 

Hull.— 11  cases  bicycle  material,  $310. 

Havre.- — 2  cases  bicycles,  $50. 

Helsingfors. — 3  cases  bicycles,  $90. 

London. — 43  cases  bicycles,  $1,165;  29  cases 
bicycle  ^material,  $1,062. 

Liverpool. — 18  cases  bicycles,  $930;  3  cases 
bicycle  material,  $60. 

Manchester. — 2  cases  bicycle  material,  $22. 

Milan. — 1  case  bicycle  material,  $40. 

New  Zealand. — 67  cases  bicycles,  $4,503;  20 
cases  bicycle  material,  $519. 

Peru. — 5  cases  bicycles,  $190. 

Rotterdam. — 13  cases  bicycles,  $168;  9  cases 
bicycle  material,  $378. 

Southampton. — 1  case  bicycles,  $70;  1  case 
bicycle  materials,  $6. 

Stockholm. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $40. 

Uruguay. — 3  cases  bicycles,  $150. 

Vienna. — 1  case  bicycle  material,  $19. 

Venezuela. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $53. 


Newly  Incorporated  Concerns. 

Hudson  Gas  Motor  &  Vehicle  Manufactur- 
ing Co.,  Saratoga  Springs.  Manufacturing 
motors,  vehicles,  etc.  Capital,  $100,000.  In- 
corporators: I.  B.  Fryer,  Ballston  Spa;  J.  P. 
Brennan,  W.  S.  Robertson,  both  of  Saratog-a 
Springs. 

Quick  Mfg.  Co.  Principal  office,  96  Broad- 
way, Paterson,  N.  "j-  Manufacturing  bicycles. 
Capital,  $50,000.  Incorporators:  Hiram  M. 
Quick,  Edward  M.  Rodrock,  Rayton  E.  Hor- 
ton,  all  of  Paterson,  N.  J. 


1/¥^i 


Died  of  Heart  Disease. 

Toledo,  Sept.  25.— F.  K.  Mack,  a  traveling 
salesman  of  Weisert  Bros.,  a  bicycle  firm  of 
Cincinnati,  died  suddenly  of  heart  disease  in 
this  city  on  Tuesday.  He  was  found  in  his 
room  about  3  o'clock  in  the  morning  suffer- 
ing severely,  and  he  died  before  a  physician 
could  reach  him. 
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To  Introduce  The  Eclipse  Gas  Lamp 

We  will  send  on  trial  to  any  reliable  dealer  in  the  U,  S*  who 
requests  us  to  do  so,  ONE  Eclipse  Gas  Lamp  if  he  will  agree 
to  give  it  a  thorough  test*  This  proposition  will  hold  good  for 
the  next  thirty  days,  and  is  made  to  the  trade  in  order  to  intro- 
duce quickly  this  superior  lamp,  as  after  trying  the  Eclipse  for 
a  few  days  you  will  sell  no  other* 

PRICE  IS  RIGHT.     AN  EASY  SELLER.     A  BIG  PROFIT  MAKER. 

WHEN  SOLD  STAYS  SOLD. 


ECLIPSE  BICYCLE  CO., 


Elmira,  N.  Y. 


Kindly  mention  The  WheeL 


Rim  TALK  is  cheap  ;  rim  QUALITY  is  rare.  If 
you  would  know  something  about  the  latter,  ^ppty 
to  rim  quality  headquarters.  Olds  Wagon  Works, 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind* 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


NICKEL  STEEL  CHAINS 

BY  THE 

POWER  MFG.  CO.,  Bloomfield,  N.  J. 


Made  in  1-8  in.,  3-16  in.  and  1-4  in. 

This  last  is  equal  in  quality,  accuracy  and  finish  to  the  best  of  other 
makes  on  the  market.     Write  for  net  prices  and  catalogue. 

THE    BLOCKS    OF    ALL    OUR    CHAINS  ARE 
MADE  OF  NICKEL   STEEL. 


STEEL 
BALLS 


The  Best  in 
the  World. 


EXCELSIOR  MACHINE  CO., 


Kindly  mention  The  Wkeel 


BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 


^8 


September  28, 


JOIRNALISTIC  INDEPENDENCE. 


A    Readable     Reprint    from    the     Official    Organ 

of  the  Cyclists'  Touring 

Club. 

Many  have  heard  of  the  Cyclists'  Touring 
Club.  Its  membership,  numbering  about  50,- 
000,  is  international.  Its  headquarters  are  in 
England.  E.  R.  Shipton,  an  upright,  capable 
man,  is  its  secretary  and  edits  the  "C.  T.  C. 
Gazette,"  its  official  organ.  By  law  members 
of  the  club  are  permitted  to  print  in  the  "Ga- 
zette" their  views  of  all  things  germane  to 
cycling.  A  certain  make  of  saddle,  for  ex- 
ample, may  be  praised  by  one  member  and 
damned  by  another.  The  communications  are 
printed  impartially. 

With  the  foregoing  as  an  introductory, 
American  readers  will  be  equipped  to  appre- 
ciate the  following  from  the  latest  issue  of 
the  "Gazette:" 

"ON  THE  WRONG  TACK. 

"By  this  time  it  might  have  been  supposed 
that  the  position  of  the  'Gazette'  with  re- 
gard to  fair  criticism  of  cycles  and  their  ap- 
purtenances was  appreciated  by  the  trade,  but 
a  letter  we  have  received  from  the  makers  of 
the  Jumper  saddle  shows  that  there  is  one 
company  at  least  that  is  wofully  in  the  dark 
as  to  the  conduct  of  this  journal.  In  the  July 
issue  appeared  a  letter  from  a  correspondent 
of  whose  bona  fides  we  had  ample  reason  to 
be  satisfied,  comparing  the  present  pattern  of 
the  article  referred  to  with  its  prototype  of 
1898,  and  expressing  the  opinion  that  the 
latter  was  superior  to  the  newer  product.  In 
what  way  the  Jumper  Saddle  Co.  were  in- 
jured by  this  reference  to  their  commodities 
is  by  no  means  plain;  even  had  the  letter 
criticised  both  patterns  alike  unfavorably,  in- 
stead of  praising  one  at  the  expense  of  the 
other,  the  natural  course  to  be  expected  from 
the  firm  was  that  they  should  defend  their 
position  and  meet  the  objections  of  our  cor- 
respondent in  fair  argument.  No  one  who 
has   read     the    'Gazette'    with    even    half    an 


eye  can  fail  to  know  that  its  correspondence 
pages  are  always  open  to  the  explanations,  on 
points  of  fact,  of  the  proprietors  of  any 
article  of  commerce  which  may  be  criticised 
in  good  faith  by  the  membership.  The  com- 
pany above  named,  however,  prefers  to  take 
another  course,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  letter 
subjoined: 

54  HoLBORN  Viaduct,  London,  Aug.  14,  1S99. 

Dear  Sir — We  have  had  one  or  two  letters  sent  to 
us  showing  us  a  very  flattering  notice,  which  you 
have  inserted  in  your  paper,  pertaining  to  our  saddle. 

All  we  can  say  is,  the  saddle  of  this  year  has  been 
a  great  success,  and  has  brought  us  more  flattering 
compliments  than  any  other  model  of  saddle  we  have 
made   heretofore. 

Probably  had  our  advertisement  still  been  running 
in  your  paper  you  would  have  written  us  before  in- 
serting this  article;  but  there,  we  do  not  profess  to 
run   your  business. 

We  thank  you  very  much  for  the  insertion. 
Yours   faithfully,  Jumper   Saddle   Co. 

Horace  Bell,  Managing  Director. 
"That  this  constitutes  no  answer  to  the 
original  complaint,  but  is  a  mere  evasion  of 
the  issue  in  a  paltry  attempt  at  sarcasm  is 
the  company's  concern,  not  ours,  and  they  are 
quite  welcome  to  let  judgment  go  by  default; 
but  the  unwarrantable  and  insolent  suggestion 
contained  in  the  penultimate  paragraph  calls 
for  an  emphatic  protest.  If  it  be  any  satisfac- 
tion to  the  company  to  know  it,  we  may  in- 
form them  that  the  letter  above  quoted  is  the 
most  contemptible  that  has  ever  reached 
headquarters,  and  the  only  excuse  we  can 
charitably  put  forth  on  their  behalf  is  that  of 
sheer  ignorance  of  the  principles  on  which 
the  'Gazette'  in  conducted.  The  entire  base- 
lessness of  the  suggestion  that  the  letter  of 
our  correspondent  would  not  have  been  in- 
serted if  the  Jumper  Saddle  Co.  had  adver- 
tised in  the  'Gazette'  is  best  illustrated  by 
reference  to  the  very  issue  in  which  the  orig- 
inal letter  appeared,  for  criticisms  will  there 
be  found  of  other  proprietary  articles  which 
are  conspicuously  advertised  in  other  por- 
tions of  the  number.  Perhaps  the  grace  of 
an  apology  from  the  Jumper  Company  is  too 
absurd  a  hypothesis  for  us  to  entertain,  but 
we  'may   at  least  point   out  the   only   way   in 


which  they  may  rehabilitate  themselves  in  the 
good  opinion  of  our  readers." 


As  the   Professor  Proceeded. 

The  scene  is  laid  in  the  year  1997.  In  the 
commodious  museum  our  highly  specialized 
and  scientifically  developed  descendants  are 
spinning  along  on  various  kinds  of  cycles  and 
automobiles  over  the  asphalted  floors.  Some 
are  whirling  along  by  themselves,  looking  at 
the  strange  sights;  but  most  of  the  crowd 
is  following  the  eloquent  professor  who  rides 
around  the  hall  on  a  machine  whose  model 
has  not  yet  been  dreamed  of  and  explains  the 
marvels  of  the  exhibition.  Stopping  before 
a  wild-eyed  and  timid-looking  man  who  is 
seated  on  an  elevated  platform,  the  professor 
holds  forth  as  follows: 

"Here,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  you  see  the 
greatest  marvel  of  the  age,  and  see  what  will 
probably  be  known  to  your  descendants  mere- 
ly as  a  tradition.  This  man,  who  was  born  and 
reared  on  the  almost  inaccessible  slopes  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  spent  his  life  in 
wild  fastnesses  into  which  none  but  the  most 
daring  cyclists  could  penetrate,  was  finally 
captured  and  at  great  expense  hrought  here 
for  your  entertainment.  Ladies  and  gentle- 
men, you  see  before  you  the  last  and  only 
man  living  who  knows  how  to  walk.  I  will 
now  pause  for  a  moment  to  allow  you  to  pur- 
chase photographs  of  him  in  the  act  oi  walk- 
ing. Afterward  we  will  proceed  to  the  next 
platform,  where  I  will  explain  to  you  all  about 
the  stufifed  horse,  and  tell  you  some  of  the 
characteristics  of  this  wonderful  animal  that 
flourished  from  the  pre-glacial  period  to  with- 
in 50  years  of  the  present  time." 


Cycling's  Month. 

I  am  of  many  moods  and  many  shapes, 
I  strip  the  chestnut  and  I  tread  the  grapes. 
The  pulse  of  life  runs  high  within  my  veins, 
My  hands  and  lips  are  red  with  berry  stains. 
I  bid  the  leaves  from  all  their  dances  cease 
And  die  a  golden  death,  and  I  release 
The  spell  of  summer,  so  that  all  remember 
Winter  and  death  at  beck  of  me,  September. 


Liquid 

Brazing 

Crucibles! 


All  sizes  and  shapes  as  required 
to  fit  any  make  of  furnace, 
made  by  the  original  makers 
of  brazing  crucibles  and  the 
largest  and  oldest  manufactur- 
ers of  plumbago  or  graphite 
crucibles  in  the  world. 


JOSEPH  DIXON  CRUCIBLE  CO., 


Jersey  City,     .    •     .     New  Jersey. 
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NO    OTHER    OILER    IS    "JUST   AS    GOOD"    AS    THE 

PERFEeX"    OILER. 


25c.  each. 
Full  size. 


SELF-CLOS/NC:   VALVE  (OPENEO) 


NO  OTHER  OII/ER  regulates  the  supply  of  oil  to  a  drop. 
NO  OTHER  OIIyER  is  as  clean  and  tight. 
NO  OTHER  OILER  is  as  well  made  and  durable. 
The  "PERFECT"  OILER  is  supplied  with  almost  all  really  high-grade  wheels.     It  is  by  far  the  best  and  neat- 
est oiler  in  the  market,  and  more  than  worth  the  difference  in  price.     We  make  cheaper  oilers  also. 

CUSHMAN  &  DENISON.  Mfrs.,  240-2  W.  23d  St..  N.  Y. 
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Kokomo    Korker   Kompound 

Kompletely  Korks  a  Kokomo  or  any 

other   good   tire. 
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RIDING  A  TANDEM. 


Not  the    Easy  Unpracticed  Thing   So    Many  Think 
it  to  Be. 

If  a  man  is  able  to  ride  a  single  safety  he 
is  generally  ready  to  swear  that  he  can  mount 
and  steer  a  tandem.  In  a  few  isolated  instan- 
ces he  may  be  correct,  but  generally  speaking", 
to  go  direct  from  one  type  of  machine  to  the 
other  is  but  to   court   disaster. 

Let  anyone  make  the  experiment,  and  the 
result  will  verify  this  assertion.  Upon  a 
safety  there  is  but  one  weight  to  balance,  a 
balance  that  almost  comes  naturally  in  the 
pedaling,  exclusive  of  the  work  with  the  han- 
dle-bars. Upon  a  tandem  the  case  is  alto- 
gether different.  The  man  upon  the  front 
seat  might  possibly  be  able  to  struggle  along 
were  he  alone,  but  a  companion  drags  the 
machine  over  before  they  are  enabled  to  make 
a  fair  start. 

The  length  of  a  tandem  throws  a  great 
strain  upon  the  steersman,  and  where  a  slight 
twist  of  the  handles  is  all  that  is  required  upon 
a  single,  a  decided  pull  is  required  upon  the 
other  type.  The  pedaling  in  unison  must 
also  be  learnt.  With  a  racing  crew,  each  man 
must  chime  in  with  his  companion;  upon  the 
road  this  is  an  equally  important  factor 
in  success.  For  the  few  initial  efforts,  a  tan- 
dem, no  matter  how  good  and  free  it  may  be, 
runs  more  or  less  dead.  There  is  a  great  ex- 
penditure of  force,  but  the  result  is  not  en- 
couraging. Why  is  this?  Simply  because 
the  action  of  one  man  neutralizes,  in  a  meas- 
ure, that  of  the  other. 

When  thinking  of  investing  in  a  tandem,  a 
man  should  induce  a  friend  to  allow  him  to 
occupy  the  back  seat  with  another  who  is 
capable  of  at  first  dsing  sufficient  work  for 
both.  By  doing  this  he  learns  the  ins  and 
outs,  the  fancies,  in  fact,  of  the  double  type. 
After  a  few  trials  he  may  be  shifted  to  the 
front  seat,  and  there  pick  up  the  knack  of 
steering  steadily.  Unless  this  advice  is  fol- 
lowed he  is  apt  to  take  up  rather  more  than 
his  due  share  of  the  road. 

With  a  woman  on  the  front  seat,  we  are  of 
opinion  the  steering  should  be  dual.  To  al- 
low your  fair  companion  to  do  the  whole  of 
the  work  is  unfair,  and  a  man  is  far  more 
capable,  as  a  rule,  of  extricating  the  machine 
from  a  delicate  position.  A  tandem  rider 
should  also  be  thoroughly  practiced  in  dis- 
mounting in  various  ways.  To  jump'  off 
backwards  is  the  usual  style,  but  it  is  useful 
to  be  able  to  swing  the  leg  over  the  top  tube 
and  so  drop  by  the  side. 


PAT-D.  JAN.m:  1H33. 
WRITE    FOR  CATALDCUE 

D'B'SMn-H&Co.       J 


.  TuBEINC  I2IN,LDNG 

'  With  patent 
5phinc  wa5heh 
preventing 
leather  from 
, wrinkling. 


TniNFLATt 


i  TIRE. PLACE  :mETAL 
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The  machine  may  then  be  brought  to  a 
standstill  immediately,  while,  if  necessary,  it 
may  be  swung  around  in  its  own  length  out  of 
the  way  of  an  approaching  vehicle.  Above  all, 
a  tandem  should  never  be  taken  amongst 
traffic  unless  the  riders  are  thoroughly  at 
home. 

Cabbies  and  truck  drivers  are  apt  to  leave 
the  extra  length  of  this  type  out  of  their 
calculations,  and  a  smash  is  the  result.  A 
spill  is  quite  bad  enough  upon  a  single,  but 
it  is  a  thousand  times  worse  upon  a  double. 


What  Reached  His  Heart. 

The  preacher  spoke  of  little  things, 
Their  influence  and   power, 

And  how  the  little  pitted  speck 
Made  all  the  apple  sour. 

He  told  how  great  big  sturdy  oaks 

From   little   acorns   grew, 
And  how  the  tiny  little  stone 

The   burly   giant   slew. 

BiUt  the  cyclist  sat  there  unimpressed 

By  all  the  speaker's  fire, 
Until  he  went  outside  and  found 

A  pin  had  pierced  his  tire. 


THE   BEST   SHOOTING. 

The  shooting  in  Iowa,  Minnesota  and  South  Dakota 
this  year  promises  to  be  very  good,  as  the  rainfall  in 
all_  these  Slates  was  abundant.  The  best  localities  for 
chicken  and  duck  shooting  are  on  and  tributary  to  the 
lines  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway. 
A  copy  of  a  recent  publication  issued  by  the  passen- 
ger department  of  that  road  can  be  had  on  application 
to  W.  S.  Howell,  General  Eastern  Passenger  Agent, 
381  Broadway,  New  York,  and  enclosing  three  cents 
in   stamps  for  postage. 

NON-TEBRITOKIAL   EXPANSION 

means  paying  rent  for  a  poor  farm.  Now  is  the  time 
to  secure  a  good  farm  on  the  line  of  the  Chicago,  Mil- 
waukee &  St.  Paul  Railway  in  Marinette  County,  Wis- 
consin, where  the  crops  are  of  t'rie  best,  work  plenty, 
fine  markets,  excellent  climate,  pure  soft  water,  land 
sold  'cheap  and  on  long  time.  Why  rent  a  farm  when 
you  can  buy  one  for  less  than  you  pay  for  rent?  Ad- 
dress C.  E.  Rollins,  Land  Agent,  161  La  Salle  St.,  Chi- 
cago,  III. 

Dusty  Roads.   Noisy  Chains, 

The    Morse    Twin    Roller    Chains    run 

SMOOTHLY,  QUIETLY  and  FREELY 

in    DUST    or    MUD. 

As  the  pendulum 
swings,  so  the  joint 
of  the  Morse  Chain 
rocks. 

No  Rub, 

No  Slide. 

Lasts  longer,  runs 
easier  than  any  other 
chain  made.  Pendu- 
lum will  swing  on 
the  Morse  Joint  45 
minutes  and  on  the 
pin  joint  about  5  sec- 
onds. Large  swing- 
ing model  sent  free 
to  agents  ordering 
three  chains. 

"Write  for  Illustrated  Cir- 
cular and  Price  to 

MORSE  CHAIN  CO., 

Trumansburg,  N.  Y. 

Kindly   mention   The   WheeL 
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ADLETS. 

For   Sale,    Exchange,    Etc Twenty-five   words, 

fihirty-five  cents.  Each  additional  fword  two  cents. 
Cash  invariably  in  advance. 

Situations  and  Help  Wanted. — Answers  received 
in  confidence  and  forwarded  without  charge.  Rate: 
25  words,  one  time,  50  cents;  three  times,  ?1.00;  50 
words,  one  time,  ?1.00;  four  times,  $3.00;  75  words, 
one  time,  $1.50;  four  times,  $5.00.  Displayed  adver- 
tisements: One-half  inch,  one  time,  $1.00;  four  times, 
$3.00;  one  inch,  one  time,  $1.50;  four  times,  $5.00. 

p>ATENTS.— H.  W.  T.  Jenner,  patent  attorney  and 
-■-  mechanical  expert,  608  F  street,  Washington,  D. 
C.  Established  1883.  I  make  an  examination  free  of 
charge,  and  report  if  a  patent  can  be  had  and  exactly 
how  much  it  will  cost.     Send  for  circular. 

WM.  B.  OSGOOD,  who,  for  the  past  five  years, 
■'  has  conducted  the  largest  and  most  successful 
bicycle  business  in  Brooklyn,  and  who  was  formerly 
general  manager  of  the  Keating  Wheel  Company,  is 
open  to  engagement  for  1900.  Address  Wm.  B.  Os- 
good,  Brooklyn,   N.  Y.— 10-5-c. 

Tj^OR  SALE — A  bicycle  store  in  a  desirable  location 
-•-  on  New  York  city  boulevard  (Broadway)  below 
110th  St. ;  fully  equipped  repair  department,  with  up- 
to-date  machinery  and  tools;  owner  willing  to  sacri- 
fice the  good-will,  etc.,  of  this  business  in  order  to 
give  his  entire  attention  to  other  interests.  "For 
Sale,"  P.  O.  Box  444.— 9-28-p. 

A  DVERTISER,  lately  general  manager  for  a  well- 
•'^  known  English  cycle  concern,  is  open  to  repre- 
sent an  American  cycle  or  motor  car  firm  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland;  can  introduce  and  push  business 
amongst  the  best  agents,  and  with  a  well-made  free 
wheel  machine  will  guarantee  a  handsome  turnover; 
thoroughly  practical  and  well  recommended  by  late 
directors.     Address  W.  B.,  care  of  The  Wheel. — ^10-5  p. 

ATANUFACTURERS  of  toicycles  and  sundries, 
•'■'-'-  phonographs,  jewelry,  clock?  and  sporting  goods; 
please  send  catalogues,  together  with  trade  discounts, 
to  L.  C.  Dalton,  37  North  1st  St.,  Perth  Ambcy,  N.J. 
—9-28-p. 

"t^ANTED — Large  or  small  lots  of  bicycles,  com- 
'•  plete  or  stripped;  tires,  saddles,  pedals,  bars 
and  equipments  or  sundries  of  any  kind;  will  pay  spot 
cash ;  describe  goods  and  name  bottom  price.  Mead 
Cycle    Company,    Chicago,   111.— 10-12-c. 

WANTED— 500    boys'     Juvenile    bicycles    for     spot 
cash.     Address,   with  full  particulars,  "Export," 
P.  O.  Box  444,  New  York.— 10-5-p. 

WE  BUY  for  cash  job  lots  of  tires;  we  should  be 
pleased  to  receive  offers  from  manufacturers. 
Address  F.  A.  Gargare  &  Son,  135  W.  26th  St.,  New 
York  city.— 10-19-p. 

HAMBURG  wholesale  firm,  well  introduced  in  the 
cycle  branch,  wishes  to  represent  leading  Ameri- 
can manvifacturers  of  cycle  parts,  etc.;  would  exhibit 
the  goods  specially  at  the  Leipsic  Cycle  Show.  Please 
address  "K.,  5467,"  care  Heinr.  Eisler,  Hamburg, 
Germany. — 10-5-p. 

WANTED— Sundries,    tires,    frames,    hubs,    spokes 
and     nipples;    50O    second-hand    bicycles.      Liv- 
ingston Cycle  Co.,  414  E.  16th  St.,  New  York.— 10-12-p. 

FOR  SALE— Excelsior  tire  tape  in  one-ounce  rolls 
and  each  roll  in  an  individual  box;  the  only 
proper  way  to  .sell  tape;  25  cents  per  pound.  Excel- 
sior Cement  Co.,  Westfield,  Mass.— 9-28-c. 

LOWEST   KATES    WEST. 

Rates  to  the  West  are  lower  via  Nickel  Plate 
Road  than  via  other  lines,  while  the  service  is  ex- 
celled by  none.  Three  fast  trains  are  run  every  day 
in  the  year  from  Buffalo  to  Chicago.  The  day 
coaches  are  of  the  latest  pattern,  are  elegantly  up- 
holstered, and  have  all  the  modern  improvements, 
such  as  marble  lavatories  steam  heat,  lighted  by 
Pintsche  gas,  while  colored  porters  are  in  charge  to 
look  after  the  wants  of  passengers,  especially  the 
ladies  and  children.  Vestibuled  buffet  sleeping  cars 
are  run  on  all  trains,  while  the  dining  cars  and  meal 
stations  are  owned  and  operated  by  the  company  and 
serve  the  best  of  meals  at  moderate  prices. 

If  your  ticket  agent  cannot  give  you  all  the  in- 
formation you  desire  in  regard  to  rates,  routes,  etc., 
address  F.  J.  Moore,  Gen'l  Agent,  Nickel  Plate  Road, 
291   Main  St.,   BufTalo,   N.   Y. 

CARBIDE 

2  lb.  cans,  24  to  the  case,  $4.40 
5  lb.    "      12  to  the  case,   4.80 

Immediate   shipment.      Net    cash  with  order. 

CYCLE  SYNDICATE,  320  Broadway,  N.Y. 


ASPHALT  PAVEMENTS 


THE  STANDARD  PAVE- 
MENT OF  AMERICA.^  .^ 


Endorsed  by  the  L,  A.  W.  everywhere. 


THE    BARBER   ASPHALT   PAVING   CO., 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


No.  n    BROADWAY,  NEW   YORK 
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September  28, 


THE  NEW  CROWN. 


r:?-^^^  % 


1900 


PATTERN. 


C.CG.  Co 

WE    WANT    TO    FIGURE   WITH 
LARGE   TRADE. 


Limited  Number,  1899  Pattern,  at  $1.00 

per  Pair. 

The^New  Crown,  $1.50  per  Pair. 

DISCOUNTS     FOR     LARGE     TRAUE    ANI> 
EARtY   BUYERS. 

Send  for  Circular,  Samples  and  Prices. 


Cortland  Carriage  Goods  Co., 

CORTLAND,  N.  Y. 


THE  LEAGUE  HANDLE-BAR  GO. 

All  Kinds.     All  Styles. 
Samples  now  ready. 

215-217-219  S.  CLINTON  STREET,  CHICAGO. 


Graohite  Lubricants. 

ALL  KINDS,  ACCORDING  TO  WANTS. 
Joseph  Dixon  Crucible  Co.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 


FOR 

BICYCLES. 


WILLIAM  F.  NYE, 

NEW  BEDrORD.  .  -  -         MASS. 


H   HANDLE  BARS 

V    FORK  SIDES 

^^'rmmm  revolvers 

coPR.sPo,«NCE  PERFECTION  PADLOCKS 

MucTED  -o '  AMES  SWORD  CO.    CHlCOPEE,  MASS. 


CLOSING    OUT!!! 

Columbia  Tires,  112.25  per  pair. 

...ORDER    QUICK... 


VIM   BICYCLE  CO.,       Chicago,  111. 


California 
IN  3  Days 


Chic  A  go-  Union  Pa  cific 

AND 

NORTH-  WESTERN  LINE 


A  NY  ticket  agent  will  tell  you  about 
^  "  The  Overland  Limited."  No 
change  of  cars  and  all  meals  in  din- 
ing cars.  Every  day  in  the  year  at 
6.30  p.  m.  from  Chicago.  The  Pa- 
cific Express  leaves  every  night  at 
10.30.  See  your  ticket  reads  Chi- 
cago &  North-Western  Railway  from 
Chicago. 

46 1  Broadwav,  ■  NEW  YORK 
368  Washington  Street,  BOSTON 
193  Clark  Street,      -      CHICAGO 


RUBBER  XIBE   CABS  AlfD  CARRIAGES. 

The  West  Shore  Railro«d  has  incorporated  a  system  -whereby 
passengers  arriving  or  departing  from  its  West  Forty-second  street 
terminal,  New  York  City,  are  supplied  with  cab,  hansom,  coach  or 
omnibus,  as  they  may  order.  Westcott  Express  messengers  are 
now  on  all  through  trains  to  sell  tickets  and  engage  such  vehicles 
as  passengers  desire.  New  York  City  has  been 
divided  into  six  districts,  each  district  having  its 
own  number  and  its  -own  rates.  The  vehicles  are 
all  rubber  tired  and  will  be  maintained  in  first- 
class  order.  The  new  service  has  been  in  effect 
since  November  4th,  and  has  been  giving  excel- 
lent satisfaction. 


MOSSBERG  TIRE   BELL 

Patented  March  28th,  1899. 

Guaranteed  to  give  satisfaction  in  every  respect. 

Send  for  Catalogue.    Sample  sent  by  mail  on  receipt  of 
remittance  as  follows: 

No.  1,  75c.    No.  2,  50c. 

Manufactured   by    FRANK    MOSSBERG      CO.. 

ATTLEBORO,  3IASS. 


The  Best  Advertising  for  the 
Irish  Trade  is 

THE 
IRISH  CYCLIST. 

Specimen  copy  and  advertising  rates  on 
application  to 

R.  J.  WECREDY  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  Proprietors, 
49  Middle  Abbey  St.,  DUBLIN. 


NICKffi  PLATTNIG 


ALL    SORTS. 


TILLMANN  tc  ECKSTEIN, 

91   Elizabeth  Street,  New  York, 


ESTABLISHED  1860 


NEAR  GRAND  STREET. 


All  American  wheelmen  who  desire  to  keep  them- 
selves posted  upon  matters  concerning  the  cycle  in 
Europe,  its  trade,  mechanics,  and  sport,  should  sub- 
scribe to 

THE  CYCLIST 

AND  Bicycling  and  iRicvcLiNe  Trades  Review. 

The  only  recognized  authority  of  English  trade  and 
manufacture.  Sent  post  free  to  any  part  of  America 
for  one  year,  13.25.  American  subscription  agent, 
F.  P.   Prial,  88  West  Broadway,  New  York  City. 
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SUSPENSE  TO  END. 


Next  Tuesday  the  Directors  of  the  American  Bi- 
cycle Company  Will  Meet  and  Decide  upon 
Selling  Policy  to  Jobbers  and  Dealers  —  Com- 
mittees to  Report  Then  —  Buying  Policy  Now 
Being  Formulated  —  Other  News   and  Rumor* 


The  permanent  offices  of  the  American  Bi- 
cycle Co.  will  occupy  the  entire  twenty- 
second  floor  of  the  mammoth  Park  Row 
building  just  as  soon  as  possible.  Vice-Pres- 
ident Pope   signed  the   lease  yesterday. 

NEXT  Tuesday,  October  10,  the  directors 
of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  will  meet 
in  New  York.  At  that  time,  The  Wheel  is 
reliably  informed,  the  committees  on  sales  to 
jobbers  and  dealers  will  submit  their  reports, 
and  early  action,  based  upon  those  reports,  is 
reasonably  to  be  expected. 

Several  of  the  officers  and  directors  of  the 
A.  B.  C.  were  in  consultation  at  the  offices  of 
the  company  last  Monday,  after  several  days' 
absence.  On  Tuesday  the  offices  were  again 
deserted.  Director  Kiser  returned  to  Chicago 
on  that  day.  There  were  few  other  directors 
in  the  city,  and  Monday's  consultation  was 
not  formal. 


In  view  of  the  frequent  absences  of  the 
memhers  of  the  committees  on  sales  to  deal- 
ers and  jobbers,  it  seems  improbable  that 
their  reports  will  embody  much  in  the  way 
of  recommendation.  It  is  more  likely  that 
the  reports  will  consist  of  data,  which  the 
committeemen's  substitutes  have  been  gather- 
ing and  are  now  rapidly  compiling.  This 
data  will  give  the  directors  a  clear  view,  in 
detail,  of  the  past  policies  of  the  various  con- 
cerns in  the  company  in  their  dealings  with 
retailers,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
jobbers  will  show  what  the  different  makers 
of  jobbers'  wheels  have  to  offer  and  at  what 
costs  they  can  produce,  while  the  prices  paid 
and  quantities  bought  by  jobbers — informa- 
tion secured  from  jobbers  themselves — will 
be  set  forth  with  equal  clearness.  The  data 
will  enable  the  directors  to  act  promptly  and 
intelligently. 


WHAT  A,  B.  C.  PARTS  MAKERS  ARE  DOING. 


Outside  manufacturers  of  parts — rims,  tires, 
etc. — have  also  been  on  the  anxious  seat  with 
reference  to  their  prospects  for  A.  B.  C. 
patronage.  There  is  no  question  that  the 
A.  B.  C.  will  expect  its  members  to  use 
A.  B.  C.  goods  as  far  as  possible.  Certain 
"outside"  brands  of  tires,  handle-bars,  etc., 
not  controlled  by  the  A.  B.  C,  will  have  to 
be  patronized,  on  account  of  the  hold  they 
have  upon  the  public,  and  it  is  known  that 
one  outside  rim  maker  has  for  some  time 
held  orders  from  A.  B.  C.  cycle  makers.  But 
the  buying  of  outside  goods  will  naturally  be 
restricted  as  far  as  common  sense  will  permit. 

The  A.  B.  C.  parts  makers  were  in  con- 
sultation in  New  York  this  week.  It  is  ex- 
tremely probable  that  the  purpose  of  their 
meeting  has  been  to  compare  their  aggre- 
gated outputs  with  the  probable  total  num- 
ber of  A.  B.   C.  bicycles  to  be  built.     If  the 


number  of  wheels  to  be  made  has  not  already 
been  definitely  decided,  it  is  probable  that 
J.  E.  Bromley,  second  vice-president  and 
buyer,  will  practically  decide  it — an  onerous 
undertaking.  It  is  altogether  likely  that  the 
A.  B.  C.  parts  makers  can  produce  more 
goods  than  can  be  used  on  A.  B.  C.  bicycles, 
and  that  an  effort  will  be  made  to  sell  the  sur- 
plus to  outside  bicycle  manufacturers.  This 
probability  is  strengthened  by  the  fact  that 
Harry  J.  Cassady,  formerly  associated  with 
R.  B.  McMullen  &  Co.,  has  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  A.  B.  C.  Mr.  Cassady  is  unusually 
well  equipped,  by  personality  and  experience, 
for  a  task  like  this.  He  has  been  in  New 
York  for  some  time,  closed  with  the  A.  B.  C. 
a  few  days  ago,  and  was  this  week  apparently 
placed  in  charge  of  the  parts  makers  by  Mr, 
Bromley,  whose  assistant  he  will  be  in  future. 

{Continued  on  next  page.) 


THE   PRICES  PASD. 


The  sales  of  various  properties  to  the  A. 
B,  C.  were  recorded  last  week.  Some  of  the 
purchases  and  the  recorded  considerations 
(undoubtedly  covering  real  estate  only,  in 
most  cases)  were  as  follows: 

Ames   &   Frost,   Chicago,  $150,000. 

A.   Featherstone   &   Co.,  Chicago,   $200,000. 

George   L.   Thompson   Mfg.   Co.,   Chicago,   $50,000. 

H.  A.  Lozier  &  Co.,  Cleveland  (Cleveland  property 
only),    $30,000. 

Lozier  Mfg.  Co.,  Toledo,  $25,000  (Toledo  real  estate 
only). 

Viking   Mfg.    Co.,   Toledo,    $50,000. 

Colton   Cycle   Co.,  Toledo,  $5,000. 

Cleveland    Machine   Screw    Co.,    Cleveland,   $30,000. 

Buffalo    Cycle   Mfg.    Co.,   Buffalo,   $86,000. 

Pope   Mfg.    Co.,   Hartford,   $.530,000  "or  more." 

Hartford  Rubber  Works  Co.,  Hartford,  $224,000  "or 
more." 

Hartford   Cycle    Co.,   Hartford,  $268,000  "or  more," 

Black  Mfg.   Co.,   Erie,  Pa.,  $60,000. 

Shelby  Cycle  Mfg.   Co.,  Shelby,   O,,   $20,000, 

Gormully   &  JetTery   Mfg.   Co.,    Chicago,   $100,000. 

A,  G,  Spalding  (Christy  Saddle  property,  etc.), 
Harvey,    111.,    $45,000. 

Peoria  Rubber  and  Mfg.  Co.,  $320,000  (presumably 
personal   and  real   estate). 

Indiana  Bicycle  Co.,  Indianapolis,  $100,000  (per- 
sonal  and   real   estate). 

E.   C,   Stearns  &  Co.,   Syracuse,  $60,000. 

C.  J.   Smith  &  Sons  Co.,   Milwaukee,  $140,000. 

Milwaukee   Mfg.    Co.,    Milwaukee,    $7,000, 

A,    D.    Meiselbach,    Milwaukee,   $6,000. 


Toledo  Concerns  Transferred. 

Toledo,  Oct,  2. — The  American  Bicycle  Co. 
is  now  in  possession  of  the  Colton,  the  Lozier 
and  the  Viking  factories.  The  transfers  were 
made  Saturday  and  the  deeds  filed  with  the 
county  recorder.  With  the  factories  go  the 
sites  of  the  various  buildings,  I'he  following 
are  the  transfers  of  real  estate  which  made 
the  three  factories  members  of  the  combine: 

Lozier   Mfg.    Co.,   part   of  the   Cycledale   addition   to 
the   city  of  Toledo,   $25,000. 
Viking  Mfg.   Co,,  part  of  Texas  addition,  $50,000. 
Colton   Cycle  Co.,  part  of  Bansom's  addition,  $5,000. 

There  is  absolutely  no  price  attached  to  the 
factories,  in  the  deeds.  The  deeds  were  re- 
moved from  the  files  as  soon  as  they  had  been 
presented  to  the  recorder  and  been  entered. 

A  Wheel  representative  called  on  the  man- 
agers of  the  three  concerns  and  asked  each  of 
them  what  the  prospects  and  changes  in  view 
were,  and  each  of  them  simply  stated  that  the 
business  for  the  present  would  be  carried  on 
in  the  same  manner  as  before.  There  will  be 
no  changes  in  the  management.  Some  of  the 
departments  of  each  factory  are  working,  but 
there  is  a  noticeable  slackness  of  business,  as 
if  the  waiting  process  had  begun.  Part  of 
tliis  is  due,  according  to  the  managers,  to  the 
difficulty  in  getting  steel, 

Canada  Cycle  &  Motor  Co,  stock  was  of- 
fered on  the  Toronto  stock  exchange  Sat- 
urday, for  the  first  time,  100  being  asked; 
90i-  bid. 
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October  5, 


Outside  parts  makers  are  not  alone  in  their 
desire  to  begin  filling  orders.  Mr.  Garford 
and  the  other  suppliers  of  components  who 
are  in  the  fold  are  quite  anxious  to  know 
something  about  the  size  of  orders  and  dates 
of  delivery. 

It  is  becoming  more  and  more  apparent 
that,  whatever  the  A.  B.  C.  selling-policy  de- 
tails may  be,  the  buying  of  material  is  to  be 


by  means  of  a  few  large  contracts  if  possible. 
It  is  said  of  several  large  concerns  that  no 
rims  have  been  bought  by  them.  When  ap- 
proached by  material  salesmen,  these  concerns 
have  said  that  they  cannot  buy  unless  they  are 
so  instructed.  Tires  they  will  have  none  of. 
Usually  tire  orders  are  placed  about  this  time 
for  early  deliveries  intended  for  next  season's 
business. 


WHAT  IS  THE  RLBBER  GOODS  COMPANY  IP  TO  ? 


It  is  now  regarded  as  certain  that  the  rela- 
tions 'between  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  and 
the  Rubber  Goods  Mfg.  Co.  will  receive  final 
consideration  at  next  week's  meeting  of 
A.  B.  C.  directors.  It  is  known  that  Mr 
Flint  has  that  expectation.  It  is  quite  as  cer- 
tain that  the  first  proposition  to  be  discussed 
will  be  that  the  A.  B.  C.  tire  factories — the 
Hartford  Rubber  Works,  Peoria  Rubber  & 
Mfg.  Co.  and  Indianapolis  Rubber  Works — 
be  sold  to  the  Rubber  Goods  Mfg.  Co.  That 
this  proposition  will  prove  acceptable  to  the 
A.  B.  C.  people  is  not'  at  all  certain,  i'here 
will  very  probably  be  some  opposition  to  it. 
Mr.  Flint  may  accept  some  other  arrange- 
ment, but  this  one  is  his  choice,  and  all  the 
pressure  he  can  exert  will  be  for  its  consum- 
mation. 

If  no  arrangement  suitable  to  the  interests 
of  the  Rubber  Goods  Mfg.  Co.  can  be  made, 


there  may  be  developments  in  the  town  of 
Kenos'ha,  Wis.,  in  the  way  of  making  and 
marketing  bicycles.  The  Sieg  plant  is  in 
Kenosha.  Morgan  &  Wright  control  the 
plant.  Morgan  &  Wright  act  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Rubber  Goods  Mfg.  Co.  Mor- 
gan &  Wright  have  been  negotiating  with 
Frank  T.  Fowler,  well  known  as  having  tm- 
usual  ability  in  marketing  bicycles.  Fowler 
admits  that  he  is  "figuring." 

Presumably,  the  price  of  the  bicycles  which 
may  be  made  at  Kenosha,  if  the  A.  B.  C. 
turns  down  the  Rubber  Goods  Mfg.  Co.,  will 
not  be  over  $50.  This  presumption,  and  a 
faint  glimpse  of  patent  suits,  etc.,  is  war- 
ranted by  a  remark  dropped  this  week  by  a 
gentleman  known  to  be  interested  in  Rubber 
Goods.  "The  matter  between  the  companies 
will  have  to  be  settled  one  way  or  the  other 
within  a  few  days,"  he  said. 


PALSE  ALARM  ABOIT  SIBORDINATE  EMPLOYES. 


Rumors  have  been  circulated,  by  word  of 
mouth  and  in  print,  that  the  employes  of  all 
concerns  taken  into  the  A.  B.  C.  received 
notice  last  week  that  on  October  1  their 
services  would  end,  and  that  they  might  apply 
to  the  A.  B.  C.  for  further  employment.  The 
fact  is,  that,  so  far  as  the  central  officers  of 
the  A.  B.  C.  are  concerned,  no  such  notice 
upon  subordinate  employes  has  been  ordered. 
The  higher  employes,  the  managers,  will,  in 
some  instances,  be  continued.    Others  are  out. 

C.  H.  Carlisle  will  superintend  the  Craw- 
ford plant  in  Hagerstown.  He  is  a  mechani- 
cal genius,  and  has  been  serving  the  company 
a  long  time.  Rumor  says  that  Mr.  Crawford 
himself  will  take  permanent  charge  of  sales 
to   jobbers.     However,   in   whatever   capacity 


he  may  eventually  serve  the  company,  other 
than  as  a  director,  it  is  certain  that  at  pres- 
ent his  only  other  definite  work  is  that  of 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Sales  to  Job- 
bers. 

Alvin  Peter  has  erected  a  new  office  build- 
ing in  Toledo,  and  will  probably  retain  in  his 
employ  all  the  office  men  who  do  not  con- 
tinue in  the  A.  B.  C.  service  in  the  Viking 
factory. 

Rumor  has  it  that  there  will  be  further  con- 
centration of  New  York  distributing  depots, 
and  that  the  closing  of  the  Meiselbach  loft 
was  only  a  starter.  I'hat  loft,  by  the  way, 
contains  400  wheels,  which  may  remain  there 
until  sold,  or  until  the  lease  expires,  six 
months  hence,  unless  the  place  is  sub-let. 


REASSIRANCE  TO  DESIRABLE  RETAILERS. 


Upon  the  best  possible  authority  The 
Wheel  is  able  to  say  something  reassuring 
to  retail  dealers  who,  despite  a  circular  that 
was  sent  out  some  time  ago,  have  recently 
become  newly  alarmed  at  rumors  that  the 
marketing  of  A.  B.  C.  bicycles  in  various 
cities  will  be  very  much  concentrated.  ''That 
is  a  matter,"  says  The  Wheel's  authority, 
"that  will  probably  come  up  with  others  for 
consideration  by  the  directors  next  week. 
They  may,  under  pressure  of  other  matters, 
conclude  to  leave  it  to  the  officers.  But  in 
any  event  I  think  it  entirely  safe  and  proper 
to  say  that  every  retail  dealer  who  has  shown 
himself  to  be  a  desirable  agent  will  be  re- 
tained. Any  concentrative  measures  would 
be  applied  to  the  undesirable  dealers.  To  do 
more   would    not   be   common    sense." 

The  retail  trade  in  Detroit,  Cleveland, 
BufTalo,  Washington  and  other  cities  has  been 
considerably  disturbed   recently   by  such  inci- 


dents as  the  closing  of  certain  branch  stores. 
While  some  dealers  have  been  disposed  to  re- 
gard such  closures  as  favorable  to  themselves, 
they  have  also  heard  and  discussed  suspicious 
rumors  to  the  effect  that  the  sale  of  dift'erent 
brands  of  wheels  will  be  concentrated.  All 
these  rumors  are  due  to  be  set  at  rest  very 
soon   after   next   Tuesday. 

G.  &  J.  agents  have  already  been  definitely 
assured  that  no  change  will  be  made  in  the 
method  of  selling  Rambler  wheels.  Monarch 
agents  have  been  given  similar  assurance  by 
circular  letter,  and  it  is  understood  that  Cres- 
cent agents  have  likewise  been  placed  at  ease. 

In  Cleveland  it  is  rumored  that  the  White 
and  Clipper  lines  are  to  be  handled  from  the 
])resent  G.  &  J.  branch,  which,  it  has  been 
officially  announced,  will  be  retained.  It  is 
also  said  that  several  well-known  lines  are 
t'l  l)e  h:iiullfcl  frtini  the  T.nzier  hcadi|uartcrs. 
These  reports,  together  with  the  fad  that  one 


or  two  dealers  who  have  heretofore  handled 
wheels  made  by  combination  concerns,  have 
been  unable  to  secure  satisfactory  information 
as  to  whether  they  can  have  the  lines  for  an- 
other season,  are-  naturally  creating  some  in- 
terest in  the  Ohio  city.  In  Detroit,  Buffalo 
and  other  cities  there  is  the  same  uneasy  feel- 
ing, despite  all  assurances  that  have  been  cir- 
culated in  the  past.  A  Buffalo  newspaper 
fans  the  flame  of  restlessness  with  an  article 
having  a  big  three-line  heading: 

"WILL  MAIN  STREET  BE  CLEARED  OF  BICY- 
CLE STORES?" 

"There  is  one  point  that  bicycle  dealers 
and  all  others  concerned  should  understand," 
said  an  A.  B.  C.  officer  yesterday,  "and  that 
is  that  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  have  not 
been  in  actual,  operative  existence  for  more 
than  a  few  days.  The  properties  were  not 
made  over  until  last  week.  We  are  now 
making  actual  moves  just  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible, and  large  bodies  necessarily  move  slow- 
ly."  - 

Washington,  D.  C,  Sept.  30. — Speculation 
is  rife  in  this  city  regarding  the  policy  to  be 
adopted  by  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  in  the 
conduct  of  their  business  here.  There  are 
three  branch  stores  here,  representing  the 
Gormully  &  Jeffery  Mfg.  Co.,  the  Pope  Mfg. 
Co.  and  the  Western  Wheel  Works.  The  man- 
agers of  each  are  men  of  high  standing  in  the 
bicycle  world,  and  the  question  that  presents 
itself  is  which  one  of  them  will  be  selected 
to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  A.  B.  C,  in 
the  event  of  the  closing  of  all  branch  stores. 
The  idea  seems  to  prevail  here  that  two  of 
the  branch  houses  will  be  closed,  and  that 
the  business  will  be  conducted  from  one  house 
alone  and  under  one  management.  This  is 
the  rumor  that  is  abroad,  but  it  is  merely  a 
rumor  and  is  unconfirmed.  The  visit  of  Col- 
onel Pope  last  week  is  probably  responsible 
for  the  rumor.  He  is  known  to  have  closely 
looked  into  the  local  field,  and  will  probably 
give  his  associates  the  benefit  of  his  investi- 
gations, and  will  probably  offer  some  sugges- 
tions regarding  the  Washington  trade. 

At  Cleveland  last  week  those  who  were  not 
in  the  know  were  positive  that  something  im- 
portant was  on,  through  the  presence  in  that 
city  of  several  of  the  most  prominent  A.  B. 
C.  officials.  It  seems  that  it  was  a  mere  coin- 
cidence, however.  Colonel  A.  A.  Pope  and 
R.  L.  Coleman,  being  members  of  the  new 
board  of  directors  of  the  Shelby  Steel  Tube 
Co.,  attended  a  meeting  of  that  company  held 
at  headquarters  in  Cleveland  Tuesday  after- 
noon. Mr.  Crawford,  of  the  Crawford  Mfg. 
Co..  visited  the  Mcintosh-Huntington  Com- 
pany to  tnake  arrangements  for  that  well- 
known  jobbing  house  to  handle  his  line  an- 
other season.  J.  W.  Kiser,  of  the  Monarch 
Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  called  on  the  George  Worth- 
ington  Coinpany  on  a  similar  errand.  As  a 
result  it  is  said  that  the  latter  concern  will 
handle  Monarchs  exclusively  throughout  sev- 
eral States.  — 

Said  one  manufacturer,  with  reference  to 
the  work  of  the  committees:  "If  the  factory 
managers  answer  correctly  all  the  questions 
on  blanks  sent  out,  the  New  York  manage- 
ment will  certainly  have  a  very  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  business.  The  work  done 
in  the  past  ten  days  by  cominittees  has  been 
of  the  right  kind,  and  has  been  well  done. 
They  certainly  have  some  good  men  at  this 
work  now,  and  T  think  will  ,?ct  things  in 
shape  much  earlier  than  most  people  expect." 
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AMERICAN  BICYCLE  COMPANY 

BONDS  OFFERED  FOR  SALE. 


UNDER  date  of  September  29,  the  pros- 
pectus of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  has 
this  week  been  advertised  in  the  newspapers 
of  various  cities,  the  purpose  being  to  offer 
for  sale  $6,300,000  of  the  5  per  cent  sinking 
fund  gold  debenture  bonds  ($1,000  each).  The 
issue  of  these  bonds  was  $10,000,000,  and  $3,- 
700,000  of  them  had  been  sold  before  the  pros- 
pectus was  issued.  The  bonds  are  dated  Sep- 
tember 1,  1899,  and  are  due  September  1,  1919, 
but  are  redeemable,  in  the  meantime,  at  the 
rate  of  $250,000  per  annum  at  $1,050  each. 
They  are  offered  for  sale  at  par.  The  5  per 
cent  interest  is  payable  in  New  York  on  Sep- 
tember 1  and  March  1.  Purchasers  of  the 
bonds  pay  10  per  cent  on  application,  25  per 
cent  when  the  bonds  are  allotted  to  them,  and 
65  per  cent  on  October  26,  1899.  The  sub- 
scription books  open  to-day,  October  5,  at 
10  o'clock,  and  close  to-morrow  at  3  o'clock, 
unless  the  demand  for  the  securities  is  so  great 
as   to   warrant   closing   earlier. 

The  terms  of  the  debenture  provide  that  in 
case  the'  American  Bicycle  Co.  shall  at  any 
time  hereafter  execute  any  mortgage  upon  its 
property  or  franchise,  to  secure  the  payment 
of  any  bonds  or  debentures  hereafter  issued, 
the  holders  of  these  debentures  shall  be  given 
the  option  of  either  exchanging  their  deben- 
tures for  an  eciual  amount,  at  par,  of  the  bonds 
secured  by  said  mortgage,  or  of  declaring 
their  debentures  forthwith  due,  and  receiving 
payment  for  the  same  at  105  and  accrued  in- 
terest. 

Baring,  Magoun  &  Co.,  the  well-known 
bankers,  15  Wall  street,  issue  the  prospectus, 
and  ownership  of  the  bonds  may  be  registered 
at  the  office  of  the  United  States  Mortgage 
&  Trust  Co.  of  New  York,  registrar  and 
trustee. 

The  prospectus  contains  the  statement  of 
Alexander  &  Greene,  the  lawyers  who  super- 
vised the  organization  of  the  American  Bi- 
cycle Co.,  showing  that  the  company  is  in 
suitable  legal  condition  to  permit  the  issuance 
of  the  bonds. 

The  prospectus  states  that  the  American 
Bicycle  Co.  have  been  formed  to  take  over 
the  properties  and  business  of  44  manufac- 
turers of  bicycles  and  bicycle  parts,  including 
most  of  the  best-known  concerns  in  the  bi- 
cycle business,  and  comprising  about  60  per 
cent  of  all  the  bicycle  manufacturers  of  the 
United    States    and    Canada. 

Appraisals  of  the  real  estate  and  machinery, 
made  by  the  American  Appraisal  Co.,  of  Mil- 
waukee, and  of  the  quick  assets,  made  by  'W. 
T.  Simpson,  public  accountant,  which  are  on 
file  with  the  bankers,  may  be  summarized  as 

follows: 

ASSETS. 

Real   estate   and   btiildings $3,997,385.67 

Machinery,    tools,    etc 5,884,624.77 

Merchandise,    etc.,   on   hand 7,493,486.46 

Accounts  and  notes  receivable,  and  invest- 
ments         5,631,715.19 

Cash     1,176,532.50 

$24,183,744.59 
LIABILITIES    1,893,594.13 

NET    ASSETS $22,290,150.46 

From  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  deben- 
tures could  be  more  than  retired  by  the  quick 
assets,  and  leave  the  real  estate,  buildings, 
macliinerv   and   tools   inlact. 


A  statement  of  the  business  of  those  con- 
cerns, on  file  with  the  bankers,  shows  that 
they   marketed: 

During  the   year  1897 .562,100  bicycles 

1898 661,232 

1899  (partly  estimated)  841,642 

the  fiscal  year  of  most  of  the  companies  end- 
ing between  July  1  and  August  1. 
EARNINGS. 

The  following  certificate  of  earnings  is  on 
file  with  the  bankers: 

New  York,  Sept.  16,  1899. 
Messrs.  Baring,  Magoun  &  Co.: 

Gentlemen:  After  a  careful  examination  of 
the  accounts  of  the  factories  forming  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.  for  the  past  four  years, 
we  hereby  certify  that  the  net  earnings  of  the 
said  factories,  after  deducting  all  charges  for 
interest  on  capital  and  depreciation  on  ma- 
chinery and  plant,  have  been  as  follows: 

1895 $5,118,957.68 

1896  7,763,460.39 

1897  ■ 3,708,867.28 

1898 3,328,884.77 

We  have  also  inquired  into  the  net  earnings 
of  said  factories  for  the  present  fiscal  year, 
and  from  these  enquiries  and  the  information 
furnished  to  us  by  the  manufacturers  them- 
selves, we  estimate  said  net  earnings  at  $3,- 
983,634.32. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
(Signed)        W.  T.  Simpson, 
Public    Accountant,    Fellow   Institute    of    Ac- 
counts,   New   York. 

(Signed)         Riddell  &  Common, 

Chartered  Accountants. 
The  bankers  have  also  on  file  a  letter  from 
President  A.  G.  Spalding  and  George  H.  Day 
(formerly  vice-president  Pope  Mfg.  Co.,  of 
Hartford),  in  which  they  estimate  an  annual 
saving  of  $1,400,000  in  expenses  alone  from 
this  consolidation. 

Application  will  be  made  to  list  the  bonds 
upon   the   New   York   Stock   Exchange. 

The  following  is  the  official  list  of  con- 
cerns taken  into  the  company  as  given  in  the 
private  prospectus: 

Acme   Mfg.    Co.,   Reading. 

A.   D.   Meiseibach,   Milwaukee. 

A.   Featherstone  &  Co.,   Chicago. 

American  Saddle  Co.,  Cleveland  (including  plants 
at  Elyria,  O.,  Detroit,  Westboro,  Mass.,  Reading, 
Pa.,    and    Canton,    O.). 

Ames  &  Frost  Co.,   Chicago. 

Barnes   Cycle   Co.,   Syracuse. 

Black  Mfg.    Co.,   Erie,   Pa. 

Buffalo   Cycle  Mfg.   Co.,   Buffalo. 

C.  J.  Smith   &  Sons'  Co.,   Milwaukee. 

Cleveland  Machine  Screw  Co.,  Cleveland  (steel  ball 
and  stamping  department). 

Colton  Cycle  Co.,  Toledo.  -^ 

Columbus    Bicycle    Co.,    Columbus,    O. 

Crawford  Mfg.  Co.,  Hagerstown,  Md. 

E.    C.    Stearns   &    Co.,    Syracuse    (including   Toronto 
plant). 
'  Fanning   Cycle   Mfg.    Co.,   Chicago. 

Fay    Mfg.    Co.,    Elyria,    O. 

Geneva   Cycle   Co.,   Geneva,   O. 

George   L.   Thompson   Mfg.   Co.,   Chicago. 

Gormully  &  Jeffery  Co.,  Chicago.  -~ 

Grand   Rapids   Cycle  Co.,   Grand   Rapids. 

IT.  A.  Christy  &  Co.,  Chicago  (including  plants  at 
Paris,    France,   and   Walkerville,    Canada). 

IT.  h.  Lozier  &  Co.,  Cleveland  (including  the  To- 
ledo, Thompsonville  and  Westfield   plants). 

Hartford  Cycle   Co.,  Hartford. 

Hartford    Rubber   Works,    Hartford. 

Ilarl  &  Coolcy  Mfg.   Co.,  Chicago. 


Indiana  Bicycle   Co.,   Indianapolis. 
Indianapolis   Rtibber  Co.,   Indianapolis. 
Indiana  Novelty  Mfg.   Co.,   Plymouth,  Ind. 
Indianapolis  Chain  and  Stamping  Co.,   Indianapolis. 
Lamb   Mfg.   Co.,   Chicopee  Falls,   Mass. 
Milwaukee    Engineering    Co.,    Milwaukee. 
Milwaukee  Mfg.   Co.,  Milwaukee. 
Monarch   Cycle  Mfg.   Co.,   Chicago. 
North  Buffalo  Wheel  Co.,  Buffalo. 
Nuttal  Mfg.  Co.,  Nyack. 
Peoria   Rubber   and  Mfg.    Co.,   Peoria. 
Pope  Mfg.  Co.,  tiartford. 
Shelby  Cycle   Mfg.   Co.,   Shelby,   O. 
Sterling    Cycle    Works,    Kenosha,    Wis. 
Stover  Bicycle  Mfg.    Co.,  Freeport,    £11. 
Syracuse   Cycle  Co.,   Syracuse. 
Viking  Mfg.   Co.,  Toledo. 
Western  Wheel   Works,   Chicago. 

White  Sewing  Machine   Co.,   Cleveland   (bicycle  and 
pedal  department). 


Fourteen  Directors  Now. 

There  are  now  14  A.  B.  C.  directors,  as 
follows: 

A.  G.  Spalding,  of  A.  G.  Spalding  &  Bros.,  New 
York,   etc. 

Col.  A.  A.  Pope,  of  the  Pope  Mfg.  Co.,  Hartford. 

R.  Philip  Gormully,  of  the  Gormully  &  Jeffery  Mfg. 
Co.,  Chicago. 

R.  L.  Coleman,  of  the  Western  Wheel  Works,  New 
York  and   Chicago. 

E.  C.  Stearns,  of  E.   C.   Stearns  &  Co.,   Syracuse. 

J.  W.  Kiser,  of  the  Monarch  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  Chi- 
cago. 

C.  L.  Ames,  of  Ames  &  Frost,  Chicago. 

H.  A.  Lozier,  of  H.  A.  Lozier  &  Co.,  Cleveland. 

R.  S.  Crawford,  of  the  Crawford  Mfg.  Co.,  Hagers- 
town. 

A.  Featherstone,  of  A.  Featherstone  &  Co.,  Chi- 
cago. 

William  Barbour,  banker,   New   York. 

George  W.  Young,  of  the  U.  S.  Mortgage  and 
Trust  Co.,  New  York. 

Gardiner  M.  Lane,  of  Lee,  Higginson  &  Co., 
Boston. 

George  F.  Crane,  of  Baring,  Magoun  &  Co.,  New 
York. 


Amalgamation  Talk  in  England. 

From  England  comes  the  statement  that  the 
Premier,  Singer,  Swift,  Raglan,  Rover  and  a 
few  other  cycle-making  concerns  have  been 
approached  with  a  proposition  to  amalgamate, 
but  that  no  encouragement  has  been  given  to 
the  proposition.  Hooleyism  paved  the  way 
for  combine-promoting  in  England  with 
rough-hewn  stones.  In  connection  with  the 
present  alleged  attempt,  the  "Cycle  Trader," 
of  London,  calls  attention  to  the  amalgama- 
tion of  the  Clement-Gladiator-Humber  inter- 
ests in  France,  as  having  promised  big  returns 
to  shareholders.  It  appears  that  the  balance 
sheets  of  the  united  concerns  have  not  borne 
comparison  with  the  results  achieved  by  the 
concerns  in  their  individual  capacities. 


Big  Order  for  Spokes. 

Toledo,  Oct.  2.— The  Toledo  Metal  Wheel 
Works  is  in  receipt  of  an  order  for  2,500,000 
steel  spokes  to  be  used  for  bicycles.  The  deal 
was  closed  last  week,  and  Manager  Southard 
did  not  deny  the  fact,  although  he  stated  that 
he  was  unable  to  give  out  the  name  of  the 
firm  for  which  the  work  would  be  done.  I'he 
order  will  be  filled  as  rapidly  as  it  can  be 
turned  out. 


National  Sewing  Machine  Incorporated. 

On  September  26,  in  Illinois,  the  National 
Sewing  Machine  Co.,  of  Belvidere,  were  in- 
corporated for  $300,000,  to  manufacture  sew- 
ing machines,  bicycles,  etc.  The  incorpor- 
ators are  Barnabas  Eldredge,  David  Patton 
anil   William    II.   Moore. 
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AND 


Dealers, 

Repairers 

Riders 


NOT    IN    A    TRUST. 


THE    CRANK 
CONSTRUCTION 
AND   MECHANISM 
ARE   RIGHT. 


Admire 

PIERCE 

Wheel. 


t 
f 


Tried  and 
True  for  1900.  I 


The  Georqe  N.  Pierce  Qo., 


BUFFALO,  ^ 

BOSTON,  f 

NEW  YORK.   ® 


Kindly   mention  The  Wheel.  i 
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; WRITE    FOR    SAMPLES    AND    PRICES    ON    OUR     LINE; 


FOR 


1900 


We  make  GOOD  Chains.       We  guarantee  our  GOODS,   and  make  our  guarantee  GOOD. 


Send  26c  for  Aluminum  Fob.  Odd  Plated 


INDIANA  CHAIN 


COMPANY, 

INDIANAPOLIS, 

INDIANA. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


W^) 


1899. 
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RATIONAL  CENTRALIZATION. 


MISTAKES  are  easily  made  in  the  theory  and  practice  of 
centrahzation.  The  trouble  with  most  of  us  is  that  each 
one  is  too  likely  to  consider  himself  and  his  locality  as  the 
center,  and  all  other  persons,  opinions  and  localities  as  sub- 
sidiary and  tributary.  Centralization  is  very  much  in  the  minds 
of  a  number  of  industrial  captains  at  this  time,  and  a  few  facts 
and  suggestions  opposed  to  the  small,  introspective  idea  may 
be  of  some  use. 

In  business,  the  purpose  of  centralization  is,  or  should  be,  to 
increase  earning  capacity.  Too  many  make  the  mistake  of  act- 
ing as  though  its  purpose  were  simply  to  save  money.  If  the 
latter  purpose  were  the  correct  one,  it  would  be  proper  for  each 
business  man  to  discharge  all  his  help  and  do  all  his  work 
alone.  That  would  reduce  the  principle  of  mere  saving  to  prac- 
tice with  the  greatest  degree  of  exactitude. 

To  increase  earning  capacity,  centralization  in  the  cycle  trade 
must  adjust  itself  to  local  conditions  in  various  parts  of  the 
country.  Not  so  much  to  geographical  lines  as  to  density  of 
population.  Still,  geographical  lines  must  not  be  ignored.  It 
may  be  necessary  to  lose  money  in  order  to  expeditiously  dis- 
tribute goods  in  somewhat  sparsely  populated  sections,  and  the 
wise  distributor  will  pocket  such  loss  if  it  will  enable  him  to 
hold  a  growing  territory,  if  he  can  average  a  suitable  profit  by 
means  of  large  returns  from  more  densely  inhabited  parts  of 
the  country. 

In  saying  this  we  have  in  mind  two  instances.  One  is  that 
of  a  concern  well  known  in  the  cycle  trade.  It  steadfastly 
opposed  the  pressure  put  upon  it  to  maintain  and  strengthen 
its  hold  upon  retail  dealers  and  riders  in  certain  localities  by 
establishing  branches  for  the  easier  distribution  of  its  goods. 
Its  ideas  of  centralization  did  not  agree  with  this  plan.  It 
wanted  to  keep  its  patrons  tied  to  its  own  apron-strings.  Its 
idea  didn't  work.  In  time  the  number  of  orders  received 
showed  a  marked  decrease,  and,  while  to  a  fortunately  large 


extent  this  was  offset  by  the  distributing  facilities  of  jobbers 
who  handled  the  concern's  goods,  jobbers  are  mere  middle- 
men, and  the  goods  are  certainly  not  as  well  known  as  they 
would  be  under  a  more  rational  application  of  the  theory  of 
centralization. 

The  other  instance  is  that  of  Pullman's  Palace  Car  Co.  In 
order  to  maintain  its  prestige,  pending  a  satisfactory  increase 
in  population,  it  operates  some  of  its  sleeping  car  lines  at  an 
actual  loss.  Its  profits  on  other  lines  very  much  more  than 
make  up  the  deficiency. 

For  would-be  centralizers  there  may  be  a  mite  of  suggestion 
in  all  this. 


"PHOTOGRAPH  ENCLOSED." 


FOR  some  reason — probably  the  human  tendency  to  sneer — 
employers  have  always  depreciated  those  applicants  for 
positions  who  have  enclosed  photographs  with  their  letters  of 
application.  Some  employers  have  not  shared  in  the  prejudice 
against  this  form  of  application,  and  these  must  have  been 
pleased  the  other  day  when  they  read  that  Eliliu  Root,  the  new 
Secretary  of  War,  had  asked  for  the  photographs  of  all  com- 
missioned officers,  for  the  efficiency  bureau. 

In  considering  employing  or  promoting  others,  the  conscien- 
tious judge  will  highly  value  physiognomy,  and  photographs 
provide  it.  Facial  marks  indicate  the  man,  and  if  the  man  is  an 
applicant  for  employment  or  promotion  and  his  features  and 
abilities  are  unknown  to  his  arbiter,  the  latter  can  easily  do  his 
work — if  he  is  fitted  by  nature  and  experience  to  do  it  at  all — 
by  comparing  the  photograph  with  the  written  record  of  the 
man's  career.  If  the  applicant's  motive  in  submitting  the 
photograph  is  mere  vanity,  it  should  be  instantly  apparent  to 
a  competent  judge.  Under  the  present  system,  men  of  real 
ability  hesitate  to  submit  photographs. 

We  know  a  firm  which  has  in  its  service  to-day,  in  good  posi- 
tions, an  unusually  large  percentage  of  men  who  were  em- 
ployed several  years  ago.  The  fact  that  they  are  still  employed 
by  the  same  firm  is  largely  due  to  the  knowledge  of  face,  head 
and  hand  formation  which  was  used  in  connection  with  their 
life-histories  in  selecting  and  placing  them.  Their  possession 
or  lack  of  personal  magnetism  had  little  to  do  with  their  being- 
chosen. 

How  different  from  many  other  cases  which  might  be  men- 
tioned. The  employer  likes  or  does  not  like  the  applicant,  and 
accepts  or  rejects  him  accordingly.  By  this  method,  sometimes 
large  sums  are  spent  in  attempts  at  developing  men  who  have 
that  veneer  which  hypnotizes,  but  are  utterly  unfitted  for  really 
useful  development.  This  is  finally  discovered,  and  other  men, 
equally  unfit,  are  often  put  in  their  places. 

Too  many  employers  think  that  because  they  can  manage 
men  they  can  select  men.  The  ver}-  fact  that  they  have  the 
one  qualification  often  argues  against  the  possession  of  the 
other.  There  may  be,  probably  is,  some  young  physiognomist 
in  your  employ  who  can  pick  out  the  men  to  fit  certain  jobs 
better  than  you  or  your  manager  can  do  it.  The  chances  are, 
too,  that  the  young  ph}'siognomist  can  write  good  catalogues, 
letters  and  advertisements,  if  you  will  give  him  a  chance. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  taken  a  big  step  in  the  direction 
of  real  intelligence  in  the  selection  of  men. 


THE  density  of  some  dealers  who  claim  to  be  business  men 
passes  understanding.  For  example:  A  dealer  orders 
and  receives  a  lot  of  goods.  Some  of  them  are  not  as  ordered, 
or  for  other  reasons  he  doesn't  want  them.     So  he  ships  them 
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back,  without  notifying  the  people  at  the  other  end  of  the 

transaction,  and  often  without  marking  the  goods  to  show  that 

they  are  shipped  by  him.     Shortly  after  the  first  of  the  month 

comes  a  statement  of  account.     Then  this  particular  kind  of 

business  man  rears  up  in  his  wrath  and  swears  by  mail.    In  the 

course  of  time,  perhaps,  the  difficulty  is  straightened  out,  at 

considerable  expense  and  labor  to  the  manufacturer.     Every 

stock  clerk  will  certify  that  there  is  too  much  of  this  sort  of 

thing,  and  he  can  produce  the  unmarked,  returned  goods  to 

prove  it. 

«-     *     « 

MANUFACTURERS  and  jobbers  who  have  to  deal  with 
large  numbers  of  small  customers  could  profitably 
make  more  extended  use  of  the  "folder  account."  Even  when 
the  loose-sheet  system  of  bookkeeping  is  used,  the  labor  of 
establishing  a  regular  account  with  an  irregular  customer  often 
wipes  out  the  profit  of  the  transaction.  The  "folder  account" 
is  practically  a  memorandum,  placed  inside  a  folder.  The 
folder  is  inscribed  with  the  address  of  the  customer  and  is  filed 
alphabetically  or  according  to  desired  date  of  collection.  Per- 
haps this  suggestion  will  enable  some  to  gain  and  keep  custom- 
ers who  may  prove  desirable  despite  the  absence  of  mercantile 
agency  information,  and  who  are  likely  to  be  ofl'ended  if  their 
orders  are  responded  to  with  a  memo.  bill. 

The  finest  weather  that  anyone  could  ask  for  wheeling  brings 
with  it  the  melancholy  conviction  that  the  bicycle  is  rapidly  de- 
clining in  public  favor.  The  consentient  testimony  to  this  effect 
from  ofticial  business  sources  may  be  easily  confirmed  by  the  observa- 
tion of  the  passer-by. 

THUS,  under  the  mournful  heading  "The  Waning  Wheel," 
speaks  the  New  York  "World."  The  man  who  wrote 
the  article  probably  got  to  work  late  on  one  of  the  recent  nippy 
evenings,  and  noticed  the  absence  of  the  cycling  throng  on  the 
boulevards  as  he  passed.  For  the  truth,  we  respectfully  refer 
all  such  wallers  to  the  factory  statistics.  Ten  years  hence  they 
may  look  blue;  but  not  now,  nor  next  year,  nor  the  next. 

IN  the  course  of  a  very  pleasant  letter,  for  which  he  places  us 
under  obligations,  Mr.  J.  Fred  Probst  says: 
"An3rone  connected  with  the  cycling  industry  in  any  manner 
is  not  serving  his  own  interest  by  not  keeping  posted  through 
the  medium  of  a  good  trade  paper." 

Mr.  Probst  ought  to  know.  He  is  well  known  as  a  success- 
ful cycle  dealer  in  Terre  Haute,  Ind.  His  name  is  on  the 
books  of  some  big  concerns.  He  is  known  by  them  as  a  wide- 
awake buyer.     He  keeps  his  buying  wits  sharpened  by  reading 

The  Wheel. 

*     «     » 

UNDER  the  heading  "Foreign  Trade,"  the  "Cyclist"  of 
London  shoots  a  ponderous  editorial  at  the  heads  of 
British  manufacturers.  It  tells  them  that,  while  they  are  losing- 
ground  on  the  Continent  alarmingly,  American  and  German 
bicycles  of  less  weight  and  price  than  British  goods  are  being 
pushed  vigorously.  It  calls  upon  them  in  the  name  of  ordinary 
commercial  enterprise  to  wake  up.  British  makers  have  been 
receiving  journalistic  castigation  of  this  sort  for  some  time. 
It  is  pathetic  and  amusing. 


ONCERNING  the  riding  of  many  "centuries"  in  a  limited 
number  of  hours  by  women,  the  Washington  "Post" 


c 

says: 

Can  anyone  conceive  a  more  fruitless  and  foolish  enterprise?  Ver- 
ily it  seems  to  us  that,  if  husbands,  brothers  and  parents  are  power- 
less to  keep  their  women  folk  within  the  bounds  of  decency  and 
reason,  the  magistrate  and  the  constable — if  necessary,  the  lunatic 
asylum — should  be  invoked.  The  fool,  the  idiot  and  the  maniac  are 
entitled  to   protection   against  themselves. 

Amen. 


FROM  a  valued  critic  comes  warm  commendation  of  a  re- 
cent editorial  attempting  to  give  manufacturers  advice 
on  the  conduct  of  their  advertising  and  letter-writing  depart- 
ments. The  kernel  of  the  advice  was:  Pick  out  the  right  talent 
for  such  work  and  then  let  it  alone  as  much  as  possible;  don't 
nag  it. 


It  is  possible  that  the  vehicle  lamp  ordinance  will  be  amended  so 
that  it  will  refer  to  bicycles  and  automobiles  only,  instead  of  including 
all  carriages,  wagons  and  carts,  as  at  present.  It  is  said  that  the  law 
would  fall  if  it  came  to  a  test. — Pittsburg  Telegraph. 


T 


HAT'S  right.     If  you  can't  make  'em  all  accept  it,  rub  it 
into  the  "new"  things. 


IF  all  the  alleged  manufacturers  of  automobiles  were  able  to 
turn  out  vehicles  in  satisfactory  condition  and  in  number 
befitting  the  appalling  titles  of  the  concerns,  the  horse  would 
have  his  long-pending  vacation  in  a  hurry.  The  actual  condi- 
tion of  many  automobiles  is  this:  They  won't  run. 


CYCLE  dealers,  note:  The  American  Bicycle  Co.  has  no 
intention  of  in  any  way  attacking  the  right  of  "outside" 
manufacturers  to  do  business,  unless  the  outsiders  endeavor 
to  demoralize  trade.  If  you  are  carrying  an  "outside"  line  and 
it  is  a  good  one,  you  are  safe  in  keeping  it. 


ONE  aim  of  the  A.  B.  C.  will  certainly  be  to  decrease  op- 
tions and  increase  the  universality  of  certain  parts.  And 
dealers  are  likely  to  think  well  of  this  idea,  the  more  they  think 
of  the  troubles  they  used  to  have  before  tiremakers  adopted  the 
universal  valve-thread. 


OVER  in  England  they  are  trying  to  do  something  for  Jack 
Keen,  poverty-stricken  cycling  pioneer.  Mighty  little 
reverence  for  veterans  on  this  side.  Survival  of  the  fittest  is 
applied  almost  rigorously,  and  it  is  just  as  well. 

*  *     « 

IT  is  a  matter  of  pleasant  import  to  the  cycle  trade  that  local 
and  State  conventions  for  the  discussion  of  good  roads  in- 
crease yearly,  and  that  these  conventions  are  largely  attended 

by  farmers. 

*  *     * 

ACCORDING  to  the  "Irish  Cyclist,"  it  is  rumored  that  sev- 
eral American  firms  are  contemplating  starting  factories 
in  Coventry.    Important  if  true.    Probably  not  true. 

*  *     * 

WILL  American  manufacturers  please  note  that  German 
makers  are  preparing  to  exhibit  at  the  cycle  show  to 
be  held  in  Cape  Town,  South  Africa,  in  November. 


IT  would  be  a  notable  fact  indeed  if  the  spring-fork  invented 
by  Dunlop,  father  of  the  pneumatic  tire,  were  to  succeed. 
Reports  from  English  experts  favor  it. 


STILL  a  bit  of  time  left  for  that  long-neglected  ride  out  into 
the  woods.     It  will  give  you  the  kind  of  appetite  that 
nothing  else  can. 


c 


YCLING  in  New  York  City  was  beset  by  populative  diffi- 
culties late  last  week.    Cause — Dewey. 
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"AMERICAN  CENTIRY  WHEELMEN." 


The  New  Organization  of  Century  and  Road  Riders 
Mal<es  Its  Bow  and  Begins  Opposi- 
tion Business. 

Cleveland,  Oct.  2. — The  membership  rolls 
of  the  new  American  Century  Wheelmen,  as 
the  C.  R.  C.  "outlaw"  organization  is  to  be 
called,  have  been  opened  in  this  city,  and  thus 
far  all  of  the  former  C.  R.  C.  members  in 
Toledo  and  Cleveland  have  been  enrolled, 
with  a  number  of  out-of-town  members,  be- 
sides quite  a  number  of  new  members.  The 
Cleveland  representatives  are  working  hard 
for  new  members,  and  have  induced  several  of 
the  best  known  hitherto  unattached  century 
riders  to  join.  In  inducing  riders  in  various 
parts  of  the  State  to  withdraw  from  the 
parent  organization,  it  seems  that  the  seced- 
ers  have  struck  an  unexpected  snag,  but  it  is 
not  likely  to  injure  the  success  of  the  move- 
ment. 

Quite  a  number  of  the  C.  R.  C.  members 
have  been  working  hard  throughout  the  sea- 
son on  National  or  State  competitions  both 
for  mileage  and  centuries,  and  naturally  they 
do  not  care  to  withdraw  from  the  contests  at 
this  time.  However,  this  does  not  interfere 
with  them  in  joining  the  new  organization,  so 
that  at  present  there  are  quite  a  number  of 
centurions  who  are  members  of  both  organ- 
izations. 

In  view  of  this  fact,  the  prime  movers  of 
the  Century  Wheelmen  have  decided  to  wait 
until  January  1  before  they  adopt  a  constitu- 
tion and  fully  formulate  their  plans.  In  the 
meantime  they  are  working  hard  for  new 
members,  and,  from  the  correspondence  they 
are  receiving  from  C.  R.  C.  members  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  country,  it  is  very  evident 
that  there  will  be  a  general  exodus  from  the 
old  organization  -when  the  first  of  the  year 
comes  around. 

Toledo  sent  an  enthusiastic  and  very  ener- 
getic delegation  to  Cleveland  yesterday 
morning  armed  with  proxies  and  other 
necessary  material  with  which  to  meet  and 
confer  with  Cleveland  and  other  Ohio 
members  of  the  Century  Road  Club 
of  America  and  perfect  the  bolt  started  - 
from  that  organization  some  weeks  ago. 
The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by 
Charles  A.  Lasley,  of  Toledo,  presiding  officer 
of  the  former  Toledo  conferences,  and,  in  the 
absence  of  Secretary  Roy  M.  Davis,  Don  A. 
Pomeroy,  of  this  city,  was  finally  chosen  sec- 
retary. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  draft  a  con- 
stitution and  by-laws,  and,  having  already 
prepared  a  number  of  articles,  they  were 
speedily  put  together  and  unanimously  adopted. 
Nominations  of  officers  for  the  permanent  or- 
ganization of  the  new  American  Century 
Wheelmen  being  next  in  order,  Charles  W. 
Heaton,  of  Cleveland,  who  has  been  the  leader 
in  the  secession  movement,  was  unanimously 
chosen  for  president.  Charles  O.  Lasley,  of 
Toledo,  was  named  for  first  vice-president; 
W.  A.  Shell,  of  Circleville,  O.,  for  second 
vice-president,  and  R.  M.  Atkins,  of  Cincin- 
nati, for  third  vice-president.  Roy  M.  Davis 
was  nominated  for  secretary,  and  IVIilton  G. 
Gill,  of  Toledo,  for  treasurer.  W.  T.  Nettle- 
ton,  of  Toledo;  Don  A.  Pomeroy,  of  Cleve- 
land, and  D.  J.  Reid,  of  Dayton,  were  added 
to  the  above  as  members  of  the  Board  of 
Control. 


Exports  Up  To  Date. 

Exports  of  cycles  and  parts  from  the  port 
of  New  York  for  the  week  ending  Oct.  3, 
1899: 

British  Guiana. — 5  cases  bicycles,  $213. 

Brazil. — 1    case   bicycle   material,   $2. 

British  Australia. — 10  cases  bicycles,  $1,125; 
11   cases  bicycle  material,   $230. 

Bremen. — 4  cases  bicycles,  |85;  2  cases  bi- 
cycle material,  $43. 

British  East  Indies. — 59  cases  bicycles,  $3,- 
200;  22  cases  bicycle  material,  $2,011. 

British  West  Indies. — 14  cases  bicycles, 
$482;  7  cases  bicycle  material  $255. 

British  Possessions  in  Africa. — 64  cases  bi- 
cycles, $2,676;  9  cases  bicycle  material,  $633. 

French    Guiana. — 1    case   bicycles,    $25. 

Cuba.— 52  cases  bicycles,  $1,279. 

Copenhagen. — 3  cases  bicycles,  $75. 

Genoa.— 4  cases  bicycles,  $69;  7  cases  bi- 
cycle   material,    $235. 

Havre.— 1  case  bicycles,  $35;  8  cases  bicycle 
material,  $400. 

Hamburg.— 11  cases  bicycles,  $300;  24  cases 
bicycle  material,  $1,829. 

London.— 8  cases  bicycles,  $400;  19  cases 
bicycle  material,  $848. 

Newfoundland.— 1  case  bicycles,  $42;  6  cases 
bicycle  material,  $111. 

Rome.— 1  case  bicycles,  $40. 

U.  S.  of  Colombia.— 11  cases  bicycles,  $518; 
1   case  bicycle  material,   $42. 


CANADIANS  HANG  BACK. 

Tliey   Are   Undecided    About    Erecting    a   Combine 
Bail-IV1al<ing  Plant. 

J.  J.  Grant,  of  the  Grant  Machine  Tool 
Works,  Cleveland,  stated  this  week  that  the 
deal  to  sell  a  complete  ball-making  plant  to 
the  promoters  of  the  Canadian  combination 
was  still  hanging  fire.  I'hey  appear  favorably 
impressed  with  the  idea,  but  they  have  de- 
cided not  to  take  up  the  matter  at' present. 

The  Grant  people  are  making  wonderful 
strides  in  the  manufacture  of  machine  tools, 
and  Mr.  Grant  says  it  is  practically  impossi- 
ble to  build  any  machines  ahead;  in  fact  they 
are  far  behind  on  orders.  Many  of  their  ma- 
chines are  going  abroad,  Mr.  Grant  having 
acquired  a  very  high  reputation  in  Europe 
while  he  was  mechanical  engineer  for  the 
Cleveland  Machine  Screw  Co. 

The  Grant  Ball  Co.,  who  are  under  the 
same  roof,  are  more  than  holding  their  own 
in  the  bicycle  bail  business  this  year.  Some 
of  the  very  best  concerns  in  the  country  use 
Grant  balls  exclusively,  for,  while  the  com- 
pany admit  that  their  prices  are  higher  than 
some  of  their  competitors,  they  make  noth- 
ing but  the  highest  grade  of  tool-steel  ball, 
turned  from  the  solid  bar. 

R.  IT.  Grant,  president  of  the  company,  re- 
turned from  an  Eastern  trip  last  Wednesday, 
bringing  with  him  a  pocketful  of  orders, 
which  will  keep  his  plant  hard  at  work  for 
some  months  to  come. 


appointment.  In  this  connection,  a  big  east- 
ern cycle  manufacturer,  outside  of  the  A.  B. 
C,  has  determined  not  to  push  the  chainless 
next  season,  but  will  strongly  advertise  the 
automatic  coaster.  After  careful  comparison 
he  has  selected  the  Morrow  device,  and  in- 
tends pushing  it  as  hard  as  the  Eclipse  people 
themselves  do. 


WILL  PUSH  "FREE  WHEELS." 


A  Big  Eastern    Manufacturer    Will  Do  This,  Making 
No  Chainless. 

Frank  Weston,  manager  of  sales  of  the 
Eclipse  Bicycle  Co.,  was  in  New  York  this 
week  to  close  some  good  contracts  with  cycle 
manufacturers  for  the  Morrow  automatic 
coaster  brake.     He  met  the  makers  here  by 


Scrap  Rubber  and  Duty. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Sept.  30. — The  Treasury 
Department  has  informed  the  Diamond  Rub- 
ber Co.,  of  Akron,  O.,  that  "reclaimed  rub- 
ber," the  product  of  rubber  scrap,  is  subject 
to  duty  at  30  per  cent  ad  valorem,  as  a  manu- 
facture of  rubber  not  specially  provided  for, 
under  paragraph  449,  of  the  tariff  act  of  July 
24,  1897.  Old  scrap  or  refuse  rubber  which 
has  been  worn  out  by  use  and  is  fit  only  for 
manufacture,  is  free  of  duty  under  paragraph 
579   of  the   same  act. 


Want  Insurance  Money. 

Deputy  Sheriff  Rinn,  of  New  York,  has  re- 
ceived an  attachment  from  Saratoga  against 
Charles  H.  Leggett,  formerly  a  dealer  in 
bicycles  at  Saratoga,  for  $306,  in  favor  of  the 
Western  Wheel  Works,  for  bicycles.  The 
Sheriff  also  has  an  attachment  for  $403  in 
favor  of  Henry  A.  Lozier.  I  he  attachments 
were  served  on  New  York  fire  insurance 
companies.  Mr.  Leggett's  store  was  burned 
on  July  19. 

Picha  Will  Wholesale  Only. 

L.  J.  Picha  has  purchased  the  entire  bicycle 
sundry  stock  contained  in  the  wholesale  de- 
partment of  the  Northwestern  Cycle  Co.,  to- 
gether with  the  name  and  good  will,  and  will 
continue  the  business  at  the  present  location, 
in  Minneapolis,  under  the  same  name.  Mr. 
Picha  win  conduct  an  exclusive  wholesale 
business,  and,  with  his  experience  of  over  six 
years,  will  no  doubt  make  a  success  of  his 
undertaking. 


Still  Talking  About  Selling. 

Worcester,  Mass.,  Sept.  30. — Gen.  Rock- 
wood  Hoar,  as  master  in  the  case  of  the 
Worcester  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  has  filed  his  re- 
port with  the  United  States  Circuit  Court. 
He  has  failed  to  sell  the  real  estate,  owing  to 
the  lack  of  a  bidder,  and  so  states  in  his  re- 
port. It  now  remains  for  the  court  to  make 
further  order  as  to  the  disposition  of  the 
property. 

Two  New  Branches. 

To  accommodate  those  seeking  cycle  and  au- 
tomobile tires,  the  Pennsylvania  Rubber  Co. 
have  opened  a  Buffalo  branch  at  200  Pearl 
street,  with  E.  B.  Fraser  as  manager,  and  a 
Chicago  one  at  79  East  Lake  street,  with 
Robert  M.   Stuart. 


Truing-Room  Wages  Raised. 

Fifteen  men  in  the  truing  room  of  a  Toledo 
factory  struck  a  few  days  ago.  They  claimed 
they  were  being  paid  from  75  cents  to  $1.25 
a  day.  They  wanted  $2.  They  went  back 
at  $1.50.  

New  Brake  and  Coaster  Company. 

The  Safety  Brake  and  Coaster  Co.,  of  New 
York,  to  manufacture  bicycle  supplies,  capital 
stock  $250,000,  has  been  incorporated  in  Dela- 
ware. 
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IT  NA/AKES  YOU  UP 


Curious  Effect  of  Acetylene  Oas  Ipon  the  Human  System,  Compared  with  that  of  Coal  Gas  —  A  Room  One- 
Fifth  Tull  of  It  Is  Safe  —  Insurance  Inspector's  Ancient  History  Disproved  —  Other  Glimpses  Into 
the   New  field— Something  About  Burners. 


RESUME. 

Previously  The  Wheel  has  shown  that  calcium  car- 
bide is  far  less  dangerous  than  the  ordinary  match, 
and  that  the  restrictive  policy  toward  it  in  the  East 
by  insurance  companies  is  incompatible  with  their 
liberal  policy  in  the  West.  Insurance  companies  tried 
to  retard  the  use  of  electric  lights  in  office  buildings. 
They  oppose  every  new  invention  that  in  any  way 
increases  their  risks.  Despite  their  opposition,  acety- 
lene gas,  the  product  of  calcium  carbide,  is  now  com- 
monly used  for  lighting  dwellings  and  streets  in  many 
parts  of  this  country  and  Europe,  and  their  com- 
plete surrender  in  the  Eastern  States  is  a  matter  of 
time,  controllable  by  the  producers  and  consumers  of 
carbide,  gas  generators  and  gas  lamps.  Acetylene 
gas  lamps  deserve  the  careful  study  and  support  of 
bicycle  agents. 

The  Wheel  of  July  27  contained  a  number  of  com- 
parisons showing  the  advantages  of  acetylene  in  light- 
ing power,  safety,  etc.,  over  other  illuminants.  There 
has   been  much  ignorance  on  this   point. 

In  The  Wheel  of  August  3  the  romantic  history  of 
Cyclist  Willson's  discovery  of  a  commercially  possi- 
ble method   of  making  calcium   carbide   was   stated. 

In  The  Wheel  of  August  10  the  scientifically  proper 
application  of  water  to  carbide,  to  generate  gas  quickly 
and   without  wasteful   heat,   was   shown. 

The  issue  of  August  17  showed  the  actual  quantity 
of  carbide  used  for  bicycle  lamps.  Liberally  esti- 
mated, one  in  five  riders  uses  an  acetylene  lamp. 
Many  more  can  be   sold. 

A  series  of  general  articles,  containing  facts  and 
ideas  of  value  to  everybody  interested  in  acetylene, 
was  begun  in  the  issue  of  August  24. 


THE  SMELL  OF  IT. 


DON'T  let  the  smell  of  acetylene  gas 
scare  you  easily.  If  there  is  only  one 
one-thousandth  of  a  cubic  foot  of  this  gas 
free  in  the  room  you  will  smell  it.  A  whole 
cubic  foot  of  it  would  wake  up  any  but  a  dead 
man,  so  fierce  is  the  odor.  But  several 
cubic  feet  could  be  scattered  through  the 
room  safely,  as  far  as  exploding  is  concerned, 
and  as  for  suffocation,  that  is  practically  im- 
possible with   this   gas. 

People  generally  try  experiments  on  the 
dog.  A  dog  was  placed  for  over  half  an 
hour  in  a  mixture  of  acetylene  gas,  air  and 
oxygen,  the  acetylene  composing  one-fifth  of 
the  mixture.  The  dog  showed  no  signs  of 
distress. 

A  dog  was  placed  in  a  mixture  of  similar 
proportions,  in  which  coal  gas  was  used.  At 
the  end  of  ten  minutes  the  dog  fell  to  the 
ground,  very  sick,  and  would  have  died  if  he 
had  been  kept  in  the  mixture  a  minute 
longer. 

A  good  thing  to  know,  if  the  folks  in  the 
house  take  alarm  because  your  lamp  happens 
to  be  leaking. 

Suffocation  or  asphyxiation  is  caused  by 
the  atoms  of  gas  being  carried  into  the  lungs. 
There  they  climb  aboard  the  blood  corpus- 
cles and  take  a  free  ride  through  your  anat- 
omy, putting  you  to  sleep. 

Acetylene  gas  atoms  act  differently.  No 
matter  how  sound  asleep  you  are,  they  will 
wake  you  up.    When  these  ill-smelling  atoms 


reach  the  lungs  the  blood  corpuscles  will  not 
carry  them,  but  will  yell  murder! 

Coal  gas  puts  you  to  sleep.  Acetylene  gas 
wakes  you  up. 

The  tricks  that  people  play  to  better  them- 
selves often  hold  back  the  progress  of  the 
world.  It  is  said  that  in  "nearly  all  branches 
of  manufacture,  and  in  such  semi-public  ser- 
vices as  the  telephone  and  telegraph,  valuable 
ideas  which  would  benefit  the  public  and 
often  reduce  prices  are  gobbled  and  buried 
because  the  producers  do  not  want  to  change. 

Up  in  New  England  stockholders  in  big 
cotton-print  mills  refused  to  put  in  new  ma- 
chinery because  they  wanted  to  spend  as  little 
as  possible.  It  happened,  however,  that  they 
could  not  prevent  other  and  more  progres- 
sive people,  who  had  opened  mills  where  such 
mills  ought  to  be — down  South — from  trying 
new  machinery.  To-day  the  Southern  mills 
do  a  big  part  of  the  business. 

Three  New  England  fire  insurance  com- 
panies tried  to  hurt  the  advance  of  acetylene 
light  by  means  of  a  report  "respectfully  sub- 
mitted" by  "E.  V.  French,  inspector."  This 
inspector  tried  to  apply  a  lot  of  ancient  la- 
boratory dangers  to  up-to-date  acetylene 
lighting. 

J.  E.  McKee,  representing  one  of  the  most 
prominent  makers  of  acetylene  generators, 
has  also  respectfully  submitted  a  statement. 
If  the  right  use  has  been  made  of  it  there 
is  little  left  of  the  insurance  inspector's  argu- 
ment. 

If  you  had  a  fishtail  flame  in  your  acety- 
lene gas  lamp  this  season,  you  probably  had 
a  burner  like  the  illustration,  Fig.  1.  Next 
year's  lamps  will  have  ^lurners  like  Fig.  2. 
Both  Fig.  1  and  Fig.  2  are  the  product  of  the 
State  Line  Talc  Co.,  of  Nashville,  Tenn. 
There  are  big  deposits  of  the  right  kind  of 
clay  near  Nashville,  and  the  company  practi- 


Fig.  1.  Fig.  2. 

cally  control  the  sale  of  these  burners  or 
tips.  Mr.  R.  B.  Steward,  son  of  the  inventor 
of  the  burner,  dropped  into  The  Wheel 
oliice  the  other  day  and  talked  about  it. 
"The  new  tip,"  he  said,  "admits  more  air. 
That  means  a  better  flame  and  less  chance  of 
clogging  by  soot." 

"How  many  acetylene  lamps  were  made  for 
this  past  season,   for  bicycle  use?" 

"I  should  say  about  450,000.  We  sold  400,- 
000  of  the  fishtail  tips  and  a  good  share  of  a 
total  of  about  80,000  straight  tips.  Not  all 
of  the  tips  sold  are  in  use,  but  I  should  say 
450,000  of  those  sold  for  this  past  season  are 
being  used." 


"What  competition  have  you?" 

"Some  foreign  competition  on  the  straight 
tips,  because  the  importer  has  a  patented  tip 
which  sells  pretty  well.  On  quality  and  price, 
however,  we  hold  the  trade  on  the  fishtail 
tip,  and  that  is  the  better  tip." 


"  SOLITAIRE." 


^\e> 


One  sheet  of  paper,  containing  the  two 
illustrations  shown  herewith,  the  price,  and  a 
few  words  of  detail,  is  the  "catalogue"  de- 
scribing the  Solitaire  lamp,  manufactured  by 


^' 


UGHTHERE 


the  Sanford  &  Follow  Co.,  147-149  Lake 
street,  Chicago.  The  illustrations  practically 
tell  the  story.  The  water  drops  upon  a 
blotter,  soaking  through  to  the  carbide.  Gas 
forms,     passes     down     around     the     carbide 


holder,  out  of  the  body  of  the  lamp  and  up 
through  an  outside  tube  to  the  burner.  The 
lamp  could  scarcely  be  simpler.  It  is  guar- 
anteed not  to  "jar  out."  It  weighs  eight 
ounces.  It  is  4^  inches  high  and  carries  a 
five-hour  charge. 
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AN  IDEAL  FREE  WHEEL. 


Practical   Talk  by  an    Experienced  Critic   Upon    the 
Beauties  and  Defects  of  Automatic  Coasters. 


I 


ciT^  ROM  a  purely  practical  point  of  view," 
J"*  says  Editor  Mecredy,  of  the  "Irish 
Cyclist,"  "we  are  inclined  to  recommend  the 
following  specifications  of  a  free  wheel  de- 
vice and  its  brake  accompaniments.  We  do 
not,  by  any  means,  say  they  are  absolutely 
the  best,  or  that  they  cannot  be  improved 
upon,  but  merely  that  they  seem  to  us  to  be 
so  far  the  most  satisfactory  we  have  tried 
under  all  conditions: 

"Free  Wheel  Clutch. — Most  of  these  in  use 
are  variations  of  the  Morrow  patent:  but, 
amongst  others,  the  Beaumont,  Linley's,  etc., 
seem  equally  good  principles.  There  should 
be  no  difficulties  in  making  a  good  and  neat 
clutch  hub.  The  danger  is  that  in  some  of 
the  patterns  too  much  material  has  been  sac- 
rificed to  neatness  or  lightness.  A  clutch 
action  chain  ring  is  like  an  ordinary  one  part- 
ly hollowed  out.  If  this  process  is  carried 
too  far  in  order  to  get  in  complicated  clut- 
ches, or  such  like,  the  shell  will  scarcely  be 
able  to  bear  the  driving  strains.  Ordinary 
hub  chain  rings  seldom  give  annoyance  by 
going  out  of  truth  or  breaking,  but  we  think 
trouble  may  easily  come  from  injudicious 
scooping  out,  especially  when  an  ingen- 
ious inventor  wants  to  crowd  a  brake  and 
some  other  things  into  the  small  space  availa- 
ble. We  must  say  we  have  not  so  far  heard 
of  any  such  mishaps,  but  it  is  plain  that  when 
you  take  away  solid  metal  from  a  ring  which 
has  to  transmit  all  the  driving  power  of  the 
cyele,  and  replace  it  by  chambers  and  springs 
and  rollers  and  teeth  and  clutches  and  other 
ingenious  affairs,  the  wheel  cannot  be  so 
strong. 

Speed  Stoppers. 

"Brakes. — Every  free  wheel  cycle  should 
have  two  powerful  brakes,  and  one  of  them, 
at  least,  a  rim  brake.  The  system  we  favor 
most  is  a  rim  brake  to  the  front  wheel  and 
a  rim  brake  to  the  back  wheel,  worked  by  a 
back-pedaling  device,  or  a  Bowden  twisting 
handle. 

"Tire  brakes  no  doubt  have  many  recom- 
mendations, but  we  can  urge  the  following 
objections:  (1).  They  are  very  dirty  in  mud- 
dy weather,  and  sling  mud  and  grit  on  the 
devices  working  them.  Some  of  these  have 
many  delicate  parts,  such  as  springs,  exposed, 
and  are  apt  to  get  clogged  under  these  mud 
showers,  and  tend  to  rust  quickly.  (2).  A 
tire  brake  is  almost  inoperative  on  a  greasy 
tire.  Special  forms  may  be  devised  to  over- 
come this,  but  the  fact  remains  that  such  a 
brake  will  not  grip  at  all  as  well  on  a  wet 
tire  as  on  a  dry  one.  In  a  free  wheel,  where 
the  whole  safety  depends  on  the  brakes,  we 
think  this  point  is  very  important.  (3).  Two 
powerful  tire  brakes  acting  constantly  must 
produce  a  certain  very  appreciable  amount  of 
wear  on  the  tires.  The  back  wheel  or  driving 
tire  is  fairly  well  frictioned  by  road  wear, 
without  having  the  wearing  strain  of  a  power- 
ful brake  acting  constantly  on  it.  We  had 
occasion   to   try   a   free   wheel    with   two   tire 


brakes  for  some  spins  recently,  and  in  a  fort- 
night noticed  an  appreciable  difference  in  the 
surface  of  the  tire  after  constant  use  of  the 
brake.  Some  makers,  we  notice,  are  fitting 
road-racing  tires  to  free-wheel  cycles,  and  it 
is  the  height  of  ridiculousness  to  fit  tire  brakes 
for  use  on  such. 

"Rim  brakes,  both  actuated  by  hand  levers, 
are  not  recommendable,  as  the  strains  on  the 
hands  by  constantly  applying  them  are  too 
much.  Moreover,  a  back-pedaling  brake,  such 
as  fitted  on  the  Morrow  system,  is  more  pow- 
erful, and  after  some  experience  can  be  as 
delicately  applied  as  with  the  hand.  It  is 
amusing  to  read  the  criticisms  of  some  ex- 
perts on  this  form  of  brake,  who  say  it  cannot 
be  graduated  in  application.  From  experience 
we  have  found  quite  the  reverse,  and  after 
some  months  the  foot  is  schooled  into  mar- 
velous dexterity  and  delicacy  in  applying  the 
brake. 

Various  Hub  Ones. 

"Hub  Brakes.- — The  hub  is  a  circle  of  only 
a  few  inches  diameter,  while  the  rim  is  28. 
Obviously,  power  is  more  economically  ap- 
plied at  the  latter  place,  and  there  is  a  much 
greater  bearing  surface.  Nevertheless,  the 
driving  power  is  applied  through  the  hub, 
and  it  is  argued  with  reason  that  the  braking 
power  can  be  used  there  equally  well.  There 
are  many  excellent  hub  brakes  on  the  market, 
such  as  the  Dolittle,  Desideratum,  Did,  and 
many  of  the  free-wheel  devices  use  similar 
systems  with  advantage,  such  as  the  Mar- 
riott, etc.  The  points  in  favor  of  this  class  of 
brake  are  that  they  are  more  compact  and  are 
protected  from  mud  and  dust.  But  there  is 
a  tendency  to  complicate  the  workings,  and 
if  anything  goes  wrong  it  is  very  hard  for  an 
ordinary  cyclist  to  locate  the  fault  and  correct 
it.  Some  of  the  arrangements  are  unsightly 
and  increase  the  width  and  diameter  of  the 
hub  or  require   special  fitting. 

"One  Point  vs.  Contact-at-any-point  Brake. 
— This  must  be  more  or  less  a  matter  of 
choice.  In  the  Ariel  system  the  brake  is  ap- 
plied by  back-pedaling  to  a  certain  point, 
when  a  stud  on  the  front  chain  wheel  engages 
with  a  pawl  which  pulls  the  brake  blocks 
against  the  rim,  a  strong  spring  giving  re- 
lease when  the  pressure  is  taken  ofif  by  the 
feet.  It  is  very  simple,  easily  adjusted,  and 
reliable.  One  little  objection  is  that  the  pawl 
is  tipped  at  every  revolution  of  the  pedals  and 
makes  an  unpleasant  clicking,  but  this  is  easily 
remedied  by  silencing  it  with  rubber  or  leath- 
er. An  accident  befell  it  once  with  us  when 
we  removed  the  gear-case,  and  rode  some 
twenty  miles  on  a  very  wet  and  muddy  day. 
Suddenly,  and  at  a  critical  place,  too,  the 
brake  refused  to  act,  and  but  for  the  front 
wheel  brake  there  would  have  been  an  acci- 
dent. We  found  the  cause  was  that,  owing 
to  mud  and  grit  falling  into  the  bed  of  the 
pawl,  it  could  not  lie  deep  enough  therein  to 
come  within  bearing  distance  of  the  tipper 
on  the  chain  wheel.     From  this  fact  we  would 


recommend  a  gear-case  for  a  >free  wheel  fitted 
with  a  brake  of  this  kind.  Indeed,  a  case  is 
advisable  with  all  free-wheel  cycles,  as  the 
tire  brakes,  being  used  considerably,  throw 
a  good  deal  of  grit,  and,  moreover,  are  of  a 
construction  having  many  delicate  parts  ex- 
posed which  could  be  protected  by  a  gear-case. 
"Adverting  to  the  other  requirements  of  a 
free-wheel  cycle  we  would  recommend  a  lower 
gear  than  usual.  We  have  gone  as  low  as  56, 
which  gives  a  machine  that  climbs  almost  any 
hill  with  ease.  A  high  gear  is  most  wanted 
for  fast  work  down  hill,  and  consequently  the 
free-wheeler  does  not  require  it.  Rubber 
pedals  will  increase  the  comfort,  as  a  good 
deal  of  dead  weight  can  be  placed  on  them 
when  running  free.  It  is  advised,  too,  that  a 
good,  comfortable  saddle  be  had  for  the  same 
reason. 

What  Houk  Says. 

"We  have  just  had  an  interesting  interview 
with  Mr.  Houk,  of  the  firm  of  Green  &  Houk, 
and  availed  of  the  opportunity  to  make  vari- 
ous little  points  clear  to  him.  Mr.  Houk  was 
much  surprised  to  read  our  article  ol  Febru- 
ary 5,  1895,  dealing  favorably  and  exhaustively 
with  free  wheels  after  months  of  actual  trial. 
We  demonstrated  to  him  that  our  later  ob- 
jections and  qualifications  are  taken  from  the 
standpoint  of  the  club  rider  who  cycles  for 
exercise.  Mr.  Houk  gave  us  much  valuable 
information  anent  the  manufacture  of  free- 
wheel clutches  and  the  great  development  in 
their  manufacture.  He  was  very  strong  on 
the  danger  which  threatens  of  cheap  and  bad- 
ly-made  clutches   getting  on  the   market." 

In  a  personally-signed  article  in  the  same 
issue  of  the  "Irish  Cyclist,"  in  which  the  fore- 
going editorial  appeared.  Editor  Mecredy 
sums  up  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of 
the  free-wheel  or  automatic  coasting  device,  as 
follows: 

ADVANTAGES. 

"First. — The  sensation  is  delightful. 

"Second. — On  hilly,  give-and-take  roads 
there  is  a  certain  amount  of  labor  saved. 

"Third.- — In  hot  weather  it  enables  the  rider 
to  keep  cooler  than  he  would  otherwise,  es- 
pecially if  he  has  a  fancy  for  descending  hills 
quickly. 

"Fourth. — It  is  an  education  in  pedaling. 

"Fifth. — With  two  good  rim  brakes  fitted, 
the  rider  has  more  complete  control  than  on 
the  ordinary  machine. 

"Sixth. — It  is  a  safer  machine  down  hill  and 
on  grease. 

"Seventh. — It  saves  the  indifferent  pedaler 
much  mental  anxiety  and  effort  in  holding 
the  pedals. 

"Eighth. — It  enables  a  lower  gear  to  be 
used  with  advantage,  and  this  is,  perhaps,  I 
think,  one  of  the  greatest  claims  of  all.  High 
gears  are  only  useful  for  speed,  and  on  the 
road  speed  is  not  essential  for  the  average 
rider,  except  down  hill.  If  he  has  a  moderate 
gear,  say,  60-inch  or  64-inch,  up  gradients  and 
head  winds  will  lose  their  terror,  and  when 
the  pedaling  becomes  too  fast  down  hill,  he 
can  let  his  feet  remain  at  rest.  The  advantage 
gained  from  this,  taken  in  conjunction  with 
the  slight  saving  of  labor  in  back-pedaling, 
would,  I  think,  enable  the  average  rider  to  do 
a  considerably  longer  ride  during  the  day  than 
on  an  ordinary  machine,  provided  he  is  sat- 
isfied with  a  moderate  pace. 

"Ninth. — It  is  peculiarly  suitable  for  ladies. 
As  a  rule,  they  are  slow,  pottering  riders.  A 
low  gear  to  them  is  almost  essential  if  they 
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are  to  avoid  too  severe  exertions,  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  fast  pedaling  is  distressing,  and 
looks  ungraceful.  A  free  wheel  gets  over  this 
difiliculty,  and  in  addition  gets  rid  of  the  dan- 
ger of  the  skirt  becoming  wound  up  in  the 
pedals  when  traveling  fast  down  hill.  In  ni}- 
opinion,  the  free-wheel  machine  would  suit 
the  vast  majority  of  lady  cyclists." 

DISADVANTAGES. 

"The  disadvantages  are  of  the  most  trifling 
description,  and  may,  perhaps,  be  summed  up 
under  four  heads. 

"First. — Slightly   increased   complication. 

"Second. — Increased  weight,  mainly  due  to 
the  necessity  for  carrying  two  brakes. 

"Third. — ^The  danger  incurred  during  the 
initial  stage,  when  the  rider  has  not  acquired 
that  grip  of  the  machine  which  will  come  by 
subsequent  practice. 

"Fourth. — The  inability  to  use  to  advantage 
an  ordinary  machine  after  having  been  ac- 
customed to  a  free  wheel.  As  above  stated, 
however,  these  defects  are  really  trifling." 

[In  speaking  of  the  need  of  brakes,  Mr.  Mecredy 
has  in  mind  devices  which  do  not  combine  in  them- 
selves   automatic    coasting    and    braking. — Ed.] 


FILIPINOS   AND   BICYCLES. 


An    Iowa    Concern's    Order    from    far-Away 
Cavite. 

W.  J.  Riddell,  of  the  Des  Moines  Cycle  Co., 
is  in  receipt  of  an  order  from  the  Philippines 
for  five  bicycles  to  be  shipped  to  Cavite  at 
once.  The  order  was  filled  and  the  goods 
marked  and  shipped  to  the  Filipino  dealer, 
who,  it  is  evident,  is  a  Spaniard,  as  the  follow- 
ing letter  indicates: 


Agents  Thamzon  Henriquez, 

Proprietor    of    American 

Hair-dressing  Parlor 

Saloons  streets  Real 

Cavite,  P.  I. 


(Dictated  by  Henriquez.) 
W.  J.  Riddell,  Manager  Des  Moines  Cycle 
Co.,  Eighth  and  Locust  streets,  la. — Dear 
Sir:  Yours  of  the  29th  of  May  of  the  which 
I  have  giving  thanks.  And  also  comprehends 
what  you  have  said  but  not  I  have  sent  one 
first  draft  of  the  Hong  Kong  bank  the  quality 
one  hundred  dollars  American  money  and 
lastly  post  office  orther  five  American  dollars 
for  all  making  the  price  one  hunerd  five  dol- 
lars the  price  what  you  said  $25.00  and  $3.00 
from  there  to  'Frisco.  From  'Frisco  here 
you  do  not  know  what  they  would  be.  I  am 
also  pleased  if  you  trust  you  with  me  send 
the  wheels  which  I  am  desire  to  see.  And 
other  costs  ballance  I  will  send  to  you  the 
post  office  orther  it  is  same  before. 

Thanking  you  very  kindly  the  letter  and 
send  very  promptly  the  wheels  need  the  man 
who  asked  me,  I  am,  Resp,  Obedient, 

Thamzon  Henriquez. 
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Made  Modern. 

The  boy  stood  on  the  burning  deck, 

Until  his  feet  were  sore; 
Then  he  called  aloud  to  his  father  to  come 
and  turn  the  hose  on  him,  as  he  knew 
when  he  had  enough  and  he  solemnly 
promised  then  and  there  to  sell  his  wheel 
and  go  to  school. 
And  never  scorch  no  more. 


-•"••••••••••••••••••••••"•••••••.■•••••■••••.-^ 


Chance  for  the  Salesman* 


EDITOR  The  Wheel:  What  is  going  to 
become  of  the  salesman?  The  man  who 
has  for  years  past  traveled  this  country  from 
Maine  to  Mexico  in  behalf  of  the  cycle 
maker  and  his  wares  must  do  something  to 
earn  his  bread  and  butter,  so  what  will  the 
future  hold  for  the  A.  B.  C.  dismissed  "drum- 
mer?" 

The  astute  enterprise  of  the  American 
traveling  man  must  be  prepared  to  assume  a 
new  and  most  interesting  relation  to  the  for- 
eign commerce  of  the  country.  The  commer- 
cial traveler,  whom  neither  the  manufacturer 
nor  the  export  merchant  has  been  anxious  or 
able  to  waken  to  a  sense  of  his  importance  in 
oversea  trade,  has  had  a  new  responsibility 
thrust  upon  him  to  enlarge  the  latter.  Do- 
mestic sales,  although  they  have  been  his 
training  in  the  world's  largest  home  market, 
are  but  the  foundation  of  a  mission  abroad 
whose  importance  may  well  impress  and  in- 
spire him.  He  is  to  be  the  chief  advance 
agent  of  a  new  movement  by  which  the  man- 
ufactured exports  of  this  country  are  destined 
to  an  immense  and  practically  unlimited 
growth. 

Com-mercially  your  cycle  traveler  has  been 
a  home-keeping  youth,  though  not  of  homely 
wits;  but  from  this  time  on  he  must  become 
a  student  of  cosmopolitan  commerce  in  the 
efifort  to  secure  for  his  country  a  proportion- 
ate share  of  it.  To  do  this  he  must  become 
linguist,  observer  of  foreign  manners  and 
commercial  habits,  and,  if  you  please,  a  dip- 
lomat duly  accredited  to  the  psychic  peculiar- 
ities of  race,  a  knowledge  whereof  is  potent 
in  selling  goods. 

Of  small  concern  need  it  be  to  him  that 
centralized  management  in  the  trade  will 
reduce  his  importance  and  profit  at  home. 
He  might  as  well  give  up  his  fight  against 
this,  for  the  cycle  trade  will  no  longer  be 
subject  to  the  selling  competition  which,  for 
example,  has  brought  a  lot  of  cycle  salesmen 
together  in  a  general  scramble  for  one  order, 
pnd  lost  just  so  much  to  the  employer  who 
failed  to  secure  it.  The  surplus  of  unem- 
ployed "drummers"  will  either  have  to  fall 
back  on  other  occupations  or  give  a  new  sig- 
nificance to  their  own.  What  the  cycle  manu- 
facturer until  recent  years  as  a  rule  refused  to 
do  he  must  now  do  or  be  seriously  crippled; 
and  his  success  in  ingenious  anticipation  of 
foreign  taste  in  his  line  must  depend  upon 
the  tact,  resource  and  knowledge  of  his  com- 
mercial traveler.  The  latter  is  really  set  to 
solve  this  problem,  and  in  doing  so  he  can 
find  far  more  remunerative  employment  than 
before,  and  a  broader  mental  growth. 

But  what  about  the  duties  of  American  con- 
suls abroad  in  regard  to  all  this?  Well,  in 
spite  of  some  brilliant  exceptions,  salaried 
duties  are  not  in  this  case  the  most  efficiently 
performed.  The  consuls  have  really  subor- 
dinated their  political  character  thus  far  to 
their  functions  as  commercial  agents,  and  this 
has  resulted  in  part  loss  of  their  proper  effi- 
ciency. The  cycle  traveler  of  the  new  type 
will  have   the  linguistic  training,   opportunity 


of  observation  and  the  stimulus  of  a  large  re- 
ward which  the  consul  lacks  in  mastering  the 
requirements  of  a  new  market.  No  doubt 
great  work  is  to  be  done  along  this  line. 
Probably  the  Government  will  in  time  take 
up  the  matter  and  provide  facilities  for  the 
proper  training.  The  question  has  urgency 
just  now  on  account  of  the  large  number  of 
travelers  thrown  out  of  employment  by  the 
concentration  in  business  management  all 
over  the  country.  This  has  been  unavoidable, 
and  it  is  a  'movement  by  no  means  arrested; 
but  so  far  as  the  cycle  salesmen  are  concerned, 
America's  coming  primacy  in  oversea  trade 
has  provided  an  efficient  remedy  if  the  travel- 
ing men  are  shrewd  enough  to  grasp  it. 

L.  A.  M.     ■ 


Profits  of  Publicity. 

1  he  brains  that  manage  a  $500,000  business 
could  just  as  well  manage  a  $1,000,000  busi- 
ness. Especially  true  in  cycle  manufacturing. 
Ten  per  cent  increase  in  production  doesn't 
materially  increase  expense.  Ten  per  cent 
decrease  in  production  doesn't  materially 
lessen  the  expense.  Reductions  come  out  of 
net  profits.  Increase  adds  directly  to  profits. 
If  10,000  men  know  that  you  make  the  best 
bicycle,  or  the  best  handle-bar,  or  the  best 
saddle,  you  will  do  a  certain  amount  of  bus- 
iness— if  100,000  know  it,  you  will  do  more 
business — if  1,000,000  know  it,  more  still.  No- 
body does  all  the  possible  business  in  his 
line.  There  is  always  a  chance  for  develop- 
ment. There  is  no  business  that  cannot  be 
increased  by  judicious  advertising,  and  that 
of  cycle  selling  is  less  so  than  any  other. 


Good  Thing!    Well  Advertised. 

The  Clipper  chainless,  which,  as  everyone 
knows,  is  the  product  of  the  Grand  Rapids 
Cycle  Co.,  has  undoubtedly  been  one  of  the 
distinct  successes  of  the  year.  At  the  Cleve- 
land branch  of  this  concern,  the  other  day, 
Manager  Hayes  showed  The  Wheel  a  batch 
of  letters  from  agents  in  various  portions  of 
his  territory,  and  every  one  of  them  spoke 
in  the  highest  terms  of  this  particular  ma- 
chine. 

"They  weren't  solicited,  either,"  said 
Hayes. 

A  number  of  them  stated  that  they  wanted 
the  agency  another  year,  and  asked  for  prices 
as  soon  as  possible. 


Salesmen  Are  Necessary. 

The  retailer  has  done  business  without  the 
telephone,  telegraph,  electric  and  steam  cars, 
but  without  the  traveling  salesmen,  never! 
Many  a  wholesale  Macbeth  has  unsuccess- 
fully tried  to  down  the  traveling  Banquo. 
I-arge  postals  and  bulky  catalogues  stamped 
"This  is  our  salesman"  have  found  a  haven  in 
the  waste  basket,  yet  the  indispensable  con- 
tinues  his   visits   smiling  and   undaunted. 


Same  as  Usual. 

Arthur  Sidwell,  the  Record  pedal  man,  was 
in  Cleveland  last  week  on  a  western  trip. 
He   reported   closing   some    e-xccllent   orders. 
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To  Introduce  the 
Eclipse  Gas  Lamp^ 


we  will  send  on  trial  to  any  reliable  dealer  in  the  U.  S.  who  requests 
us  to  do  so,  one  Eclipse  Gas  Lamp.  This  proposition  will  hold  good 
for  the  next  thirty  days,  and  is  made  to  the  trade  in  order  to  introduce 
quickly  this  superior  lamp. 


ORDER  ONE.     We  want  you  to  try  it.      If  you  do  not  find  after 
trial  that  it  is  the  best  lamp  you  ever  used,  you  can  return  it. 


THE  ECLIPSE  BICYCLE  CO.,  Elmlra,  N.  Y. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


& 


Cbe  majority  of  Balanced  PcdaH 


♦♦♦♦ 


Are  good  only  on  one  side.      When  you  get  tired  of  riding  the  keen  edge  of  the 
RAT-TRAP  you  have  to  get  off  and  rest. 


NOT    SO   WITH    THE 


RECORD  No.  9B. 


A   slight   kick   will    bring    in    position    the    rubber    surface   on   which   you   can 

REST    YOUR    FEET. 

Write  us  for  particulars. 

RECORD  PEDAL  IVIFG.  CO., '''  ^'»"""tst^;!Mass. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


0® 
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EVERYTHING    FROM    EVERYWHERE. 


Few  girls  practice  economy  as  faithfully  as 
they  do  cycling. 


The   successful   sprinter   is   seldom   success- 
ful in  the  lonq-  run. 


The  might  of  ignorance  in  cycling  often  dis- 
counts that  of  the  truth. 


A  cycle  cop   gives   further  notice  when  he 
tells  you  to  "move  on."' 


It  isn't  always  the  sc|uarest  men  that  move 
in  the  best  racing  circles. 


In  love  and  cycling  there  are  no  immunes. 
You  can  catch  it  every  year. 


A  man  down  in  Maine  swapped  two  grave- 
stones for  a  bicycle  last  week. 


Wheelmen    suffering    from    circum-cycling- 
of-the-globe  fever  should  be  worldly  wise. 


Wheelwomen    should    certainly    possess    an 
elementary  knowledge  of  cycle  physiology. 


To  be  of  any  practical  utility  a  non-punc- 
turable  tire  ought  to  be  just  filled  with  good 
points. 

No  matter  how  timid  a  man  may  be,  he  is 
never  backward  about  reminding  you  of  a 
promise. 


It  is  said  there  is  no  fool  like  an  old  fool — 
but  there  are  some  young  ones  in  cycling  that 
run  a  close  second. 


The  ease  with  which  cyclists  borrow  trou- 
ble shows  that  almost  everybody  who  rides 
has  plenty  of  it  to  lend. 


In  a  search  for  a  drawing  novelty  Chicago 
has  come  to  the  front  with  a  race  meet  where- 
in all  of  the  track  officials  were  women. 


The  short-skirt  craze  has  struck  Kansas 
City;  some  of  them  come  a  little  high,  but 
the  wheelwomen  have  got  to  have  them. 


Milwaukee  seems  to  be  laboring  under  the 
impression  that  the  only  thing  the  next 
League  national  convention  will  need  is  beer. 


C.  Arthur  Benjamin,  he  of  Syracuse  and 
the  Olive,  tried  motor  cycling  last  week — re- 
sult, one  header  and  a  badly  shaken-up  novice. 


Some  carping  critic  has  discovered  that,  as 
a  resort  for  cycling  tourists  the  superb  coasts 
in  the  Swiss  Alps  are  running  down  rapidly. 


The  rider  who  is  hungry  for  berries  won't 
fancy  his  living  complete  until  he  can  own 
for  his  pleasure  alone  a  patch  on  his  country 
seat. 

Some  men,  when  they  are  out  for  a  bicycle 
ride,  are  so  fond  of  argument  that  they  don't 
even  seem  to  eat  anything  that  agrees  with 
them. 

There  has  been  a  total  of  14.125  bicycle 
licenses  issued  this  year  in  Pittsburg.  Dur- 
ing the  same  period  last  year  the  number  ex- 
ceeded 15,000. 


Strange  as  it  may  seem,  push  of  the  right 
kind  is  the  best  pall  for  the  average  man  to 
exercise  to  secure  prominence  in  either  rac- 
ing or  business  circles. 


The  genius  of  masculine  duplicity  never 
ventured  on  such  tortuous  flights  as  a  society 
girl's  efforts  to  appear  to  be  enjoying  a  tan- 
dem ride  over  a  rough  road. 


As  soon  as  a  woman  can  ride  in  an  auto- 
mobile without  looking  like  a  Chessy  cat,  peo- 
ple will  know  that  instead  of  a  luxury  it  has 
now  become  a  necessity. 

The  streets  of  St.  Louis  are  being  swept 
by  automobile  machines,  but  Chicago  yet 
leads  by  using  the  winds  of  heaven  for  that 
purpose;  at  least  St.  Louis  says  so. 

There  was  a  young  lady  of  Del.,  whose 
cycle  togs  were  mannish  I'm  wel.  The  wheel- 
men now  query  she  makes  them  so  weary, 
"If  she  wears  those  what  shall  a  fel.?" 


Owen  Kimble  declares  he  has  a  man  with 
money  to  burn  who  wants  to  back  Kimble 
in  building  an  eight-lap  track  in  Louisville. 
This  angel  will  soon  have  less  money  and  less 
faith. 


Little  Miss  Mufifet  sat  on  a  tufifet,  eating 
of  curds  and  whey;  when  a  great  big  rough 
rider  came  and  sat  down  beside  her,  and 
didn't  frighten  Miss  Mufifet  away.  Well,  not 
hardly! 


Charlie  Murphy  is  back  in  the  papers  again. 
He  is  bombarding  McDufTee  with  a  mile  of 
challenge  a  minute.  Murphy  likes  that  sort 
of  thing,  while  the  public — well,  you  know 
what  Vanderbilt  said  about  that. 


Explaining  the  tall  stories  wheelmen  tell 
of  and  to  each  other,  an  expert  in  that  line 
says  they  are  so  universal  because  there  is  so 
much  satisfaction  to  be  derived  from  deceiv- 
ing people  who  think  they  are  deceiving  you. 

A  Kansas  jury  of  inquest  found  that  de- 
ceased met  his  death  "at  'the  hands  of  his 
bicycle."  An  Arkansas  verdict  over  the  body 
of  a  man  who  died  on  board  a  boat  is  that 
"deceased  was  taken  of?  ten  minutes  after  he 
was  taken  on." 


If  you  are  about  to  pass  a  vehicle,  the 
driver  of  which  is  using  a  whip,  give  it  as 
wide  a  berth  as  possible,  as  not  only  may  you 
be  struck,  but  the  lash  may  catch  in  and  curl 
around  your  handle-bar,  with  the  result  that 
you  may  be  thrown. 


Manager  Prince  announces  through  the 
Kansas  City  papers  that  next  week  he  will 
have  a  great  racing  carnival,  and  "among 
those  who  have  signed  contracts  are  Eddie 
McDufifee  and  Tom  Cooper."  Manager  Prince 
some  times  says  things;  maybe  this  is  one  of 
them. 

Martin  Stanger,  of  Denver,  wants  $7,000 
damages  for  personal  injuries  alleged  to  have 
been  sustained  by  falling'  from  a  bicycle  at 
Fifteenth  and  Bassett  streets.  He  filed  suit 
in  the  District  Court  recently  against  the 
city   and   the    Colorado   Paving   Co.,   alleging 


that  the  street  was  left  in  a  bad  state  by  the 
paving  company  when  making  repairs  to  the 
asphalt.  Stanger  says  the  fall  he  received 
resulted  in  a  fracture  of  the  collar  bone,  a 
scalp  wound,  and  a  sprained  elbow. 


A  Dr.  Bourdy,  of  Angers,  was  preparing 
to  mount  his  bicycle,  when  a  cart  ran  into 
him,  breaking  his  right  leg.  On  suing  the 
carter  for  damages,  the  case  was  dismissed 
by  the  Civil  Court.  Thereupon  the  French 
Touring  Club  took  the  matter  in  hand,  car- 
ried the  case  before  the  Parisian  Court  of 
Appeal,  and  obtained  damages  to  the  tune 
of  4,000  francs.  They  do  some  things  better 
abroad  than  they  do  in  America;  the  fore- 
going is  a  cycling  example  of  this. 


A  good  method  to  clean  a  chain  is  to  boil 
it  in  water  with  a  generous  quantity  of  sal 
soda.  Boil  long  enough  to  remove  all  par- 
ticles of  dirt  and  gum.  Wash  it  in  clear  hot 
water  and  then  dry  it  thoroughly.  Warm 
the  chain  through  with  dry  heat  and  place 
it  in  good  lubricating  oil,  allowing  it  to  re- 
main until  oool.  Remove,  hang  it  up  to 
drain,  and  wipe  fairly  clean  of  oil.  The  first 
part  of  this  method  cleans  the  rivets,  and  the 
method  of  oiling  gets  the  oil  in  on  the  rivets, 
where  it  is  needed. 


Riders  are  often  surprised  at  seeing  their 
companions  running  steadily  through  thick 
mud,  while  they  are  going  all  sorts  of  ways. 
As  a  rule  they  blame  the  tires,  whereas  in 
most  cases  it  is  their  own  fault.  Much  de- 
pends on  the  pedaling.  Every  thrust  tends 
to  push  the  wheel  to  right  or  left,  and  once 
a  wheel  loses  its  "bite"  and  begins  to  slip, 
the  tendency  to  continue  doing  so  is  in- 
creased. This  is  why  the  man  who  pedals 
steadily  and  smoothly  and  steers  well  goes 
through  mud  without  a  suspicion  of  side-slip. 


When  the  infiator  is  carried  on  the  ma- 
chine, dust  is  bound  to  get  into  the  flexible 
tube  connection,  or,  if  this  be  detached,  into 
the  orifice  of  the  pump.  Never  use  the  pump 
immediately  after  a  ride  without  first  giving 
it  a  few  sharp  strokes  up  and  down.  This 
will  blow  out  any  particles  of  grit  which  may 
have  lodged  in  the  valve  hole  or  in  the  tube. 
Oil  should  never  be  applied  to  the  pump  pis- 
ton, as  the  oil  may  be  blown  into  the  valve 
or  the  tire  and  do  both  some  harm.  The 
piston  should  be  greased  with  vaseline  if  it 
appears  to  run  hard. 


It  is  pretty  generally  agreed  among  riders 
that  the  greater  number  of  punctures  occur 
during  the  day  time,  and  not,  as  might  be 
expected,  after  dark.  The  explanation  is 
partly  that  the  rider,  for  protective  purposes, 
at  night  principally  keeps  in  the  middle  of 
the  road,  whereas  by  day  he  takes  to  the 
side.  The  abominations  which  beset  the 
path  of  the  rider  are  thrown  to  the  side  of 
the  road,  whilst  those  that  reach  the  centre 
are  more  likely  to  be  kicked  away  by  the 
horses,  though  the  fact  that  the  pace  is  less 
after  dark  has  very  much  to  do  with  the  mat- 
ter, considerably  more  than  most  would  im- 
agine. 
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i^WE   ARE    NOT  CONTROLLED   BY  THE   COMBINE.-W^ 

Write  for  Agency  of 

Pathfinder 

The  Up-To-Date 
Wheel. 

Guaranteed  for  one 
year  against  defects 
in  material  or  work- 
manship, except  tires. 

30  YEARS'  EXPERIENCE  in  Europe  and  America  in  the  manufacture  of  bicycles  enables  us  to  produce 
high-grade  bicycles  at  a  low  price. 

CAPACITY,  300  WHEELS  PER  DAY. 

Prompt  shipments  and  STRICT   ATTENTION   TO  DETAILS.     Correspondence  invited. 

THE  NATIONAL  AMERICAN  CYCLE  CO.,  Akron,  Ohio,  U.  S.  A. 
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Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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(Drop  Forgings.) 


Clusters 
Expanders. 


Dimensions : 


(Combination 
Head  dip. 


iX  head  and  i^  branch,  No.  1017. 
iX  head  and  j>^  branch,  No.  1017^^. 


We  are  sales  agents 
for  these  Clusters 
and    Expanders. 


We  have  made  arrangements  to  furnish  Expanders  and  Clusters 
with  our  Frame  Sets,  as  well  as  Handle-Bar  Clamps  and  Seat-Post 
Binders.  The  Expanders  have  been  in  use  for  the  last  two  years,  and 
are  considered  the  best  in  the  market.     Made  in  the  following  sizes: 


Outside  Diam. 

Inside  Diam 

I  3-16 

X 

7-8 

I   1-16 

X 

7-8 

I   1-16 

X 

13-16 

I 

X 

13-16 

7-8 

X 

3-4 

This  Cluster  is  machined 
from  a  Drop  Forging.  Made 
for  either  i^  or  i}i  post  and 
bar,  and  ^  x  20  Rear  Stays. 
Seat- Post  Angle,  70°  .  Angle 
of  Rear  Stays,  53°  . 


The  H.  R.  Matthews  Mfg.  Co..  Seymour,  Conn..  U.  S.  A. 

,  Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  Catalogs  now  ready.  . 
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SELLING  Of  CYCLO\IETERS. 


How  Two  Dealers  Compared  Notes  on  the  Disposal 

of  the  Mile  Measurers  and  the  Result 

of  the  Comparison. 

A  Wheel  man  overheard  two  prominent 
dealers  in  a  western  city  discussing  the  bus- 
iness of  the  season.  One  of  them  remarked: 
"I  don't  think  I  sold  over  half  as  many 
cyclometers  as  I  did  last  year,  but  I  honest- 
ly believe  it  has  been  my  own  fault.  For- 
merly, when  a  rider  purchased  a  new  wheel 
he  demanded  the  whole  outfit,  bell,  lamp, 
cyclometer,  etc.  Sometimes  we  .were  obliged 
to  'trow  in'  part  or  all  of  these  accessor- 
ies, but,  at  any  rate,  the  rider  bought  them 
at  the  same  time  he  did  his  wheel.  This 
year  we  have  absolutely  shut  down  on  the 
free-gift  plan  of  doing  business,  so  that  in  a 
great  many  cases  the  purchasers  have  taken 
the  wheel  alone.  Of  course  they  have  been 
obliged  by  law  to  have  a  lamp  and  a  bell,  so 
that  the  cyclometer  has  been  forgotten." 

"Just  my  case  exactly,"  replied  the  other. 
"At  the  start  of  the  season  I  undertook  to 
push  the  cyclometer,  and  in  nine  cases  out 
of  ten  the  rider  took  it  on  my  advice  that 
it  was  a  good  thing,  but  later  I  fell  out  of 
the  habit,  simply  because  it  was  too  much 
trouble  to  adjust  one  of  the  instruments  to 
the  wheel.  Of  course  there  is  a  fair  profit 
in  them,  but  I  figured  that  the  time  it  took  to 
adjust  the  instrument  and  keep  it  in  order 
made  it  a  losing  game." 

The  Wheel  man  questioned  this  proposi- 
tion, and  upon  comparing  notes  as  to  prices 
and  profits,  both  dealers  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  cyclometer  was  worth  a  bet- 
ter effort  in  the  future. 

Speaking  of  cyclometers,  it  may  be  of  in- 
terest to  know  that  although  some  dealers  have 
fallen  into  much  the  same  habit  as  the  above- 
mentioned,  the  demand  for  automatic  indi- 
cators, of  which  the  cyclometer  is  one  var- 
iety, is  much  larger  than  ever  before.  Thanks 
to   the  bicycle  the  world   at  large   has   found 


that  the  distance  recorder  is  a  simple,  reli- 
able and  altogether  valuable  little  instrument, 
and  every  day  brings  forth  new  fields  for  its 
use.  Cash  registers,  cash  drawers,  prirrting 
presses  and  machinery  of  all  kinds,  to  say 
nothing  of  motor  carriages  and  ordinary  ve- 
hicles, are  being  fitted  with  them,  where  a 
few  years  ago  they  were  practically  unknown. 


PUTTING  A  NAME   ON. 


How  This  Important  Thing  Can  Be  Quickly,  Satis- 
factorily and  Artistically  Accomplished. 

The  art  of  name-plating  for  little  money  in 
an  effective  manner  and  high-class  style  is 
a  problem,  and  one  worthy  of  serious  attempt 
at  solution  by  any  manufacturer,  be. he  large 
or  small.  The  Meyercord  Company,  Incor- 
porated, of  Chicago,  proffer  a  seemingly  sat- 
isfactory solution   in   this: 

"We  have  a  suggestion  to  offer  as  to  the 
best  method  of  name-plating  by  the  decalco- 
mania  process.  It  has  been  done  in  the  past, 
and  we  will  show  by  actual  figures  the  value 
of  this  method.  Our  idea  or  suggestion  is 
this:  Get  a  very  neat  and  small  name-plate 
for  the  head  of  the  bicycle,  say,  a  trade-mark 
with  the  name  and  address  of  the  firm  on 
it,  not  necessarily  the  name  of  the  wheel;  put 
this  on  the  head  of  the  bicycle  in  a  small 
manner,  say,  one  inch  or  one  and  a  half  inch 
in  size,  and  leave  the  attractive  features  of 
the  name-plating  entirely  to  the  name  on  the 
lower  tube  of  the  frame.  Make  this  a  neat, 
attractive  transfer,  simply  the  name  of  the 
wheel,  and  put  one  on  each  side  of  the  frame. 

"If  you  stop  to  consider  for  a  moment,  you 
will  realize  the  immensity  of  the  advertising 
features  of  this  plan.  For  instance,  every  in- 
dividual bicycle  is  undoubtedly  seen  and  noted 
as  it  skims  by  on  the  street;  just  figure  for 
a  moment  the  yearly  output  and  multiply  this 
by  the  reasonable  figure  of  1,000.  Let  us  say 
the  yearly  output  is  10,000  wheels;  there  would 
be  no  less  than  10,000,000  people  who  would 


have  seen  and  noted  that  name-plate  on  the 
bar,  as  the  wheel  was  seen  on  the  street.  Then 
realize  that  this  total  expense  is  probably  not 
more  than  $100  for  the  name  as  applied.  Then 
figure  that  ratio  of  cost  and  result  and  com- 
pare it  with  any  other  style  of  advertising 
and  you  will  realize  the  advantage  in  favor 
of  advertising  a  name-plate  by  the  transfer 
process,  which  undoubtedly  brings  one  hun- 
dred-fold better  results  than  by  any  other 
method. 

"Anyone  interested  in  the  matter  of  a  trans- 
fer, either  name-plate  for  decorating  pur- 
poses or  for  trade-marking,  will  find  that  we 
are  able  to  deliver  orders  on  short  notice, 
having  the  largest  factory  in  the  business,  ex- 
clusive automatic  machinery,  and  manufac- 
ture all  our  raw  material.  Write  for  sketches 
and   prices." 


This  is  the  Only  Way. 

The  great  buying  riding  public  wants  to 
know  what  you  have  to  sell,  and  that  is  the 
only  reason  It  reads  your  advertisement.  If 
you  give  the  people  word-pictures  when  they 
want  facts,  they  will  soon  cease  paying  any  at- 
tention to  "your"  efforts.  If  you  exaggerate 
or  misrepresent  you  are  false  to  the  public,  to 
your  employer  and  to  yourself.  Be  honest; 
honest  with  yourself,  honest  with  the  public. 
Put  yourself  in  the  place  of  the  prospective 
buyer  whom  you  are  trying  to  reach.  The 
foundation  of  all  business  success  is  confi- 
dence. And  you  can  only  win  the  confidence 
of  the  cycle  riding  public  by  being  candid, 
straightforward,  reliable. 


Telling  the  Story. 

The  object  of  a  cycle  advertisement  is  not 
to  display  the  smartness  of  the  writer,  but 
to  truthfully  and  convincingly  tell  the  story 
of  the  advertiser.  The  more  people  it  tells 
the  story  to  the  better  the  ad.  Therefore 
the  artist  often  aids  in  making  the  ad  con- 
spicuous. 


THIS 

ADVER. 

TISEMENT 


appears  in  "The  Cy- 
clist," the  well  known 
English  cycling  journal. 
It  offers  motor  tricycles 
at  a  price  of  about  $380. 
A  similar  machine  is 
purchasable  in  this 
country  for  $-150.  Our 
jjrotective  tariff  is  re- 
sponsible for  part  of  the 
difference.  Three  thou- 
sand of  these  machines 
are  enthusiastically  rid- 
den in  Paris.  They  have 
in  them  the  pulsating, 
magnetic  energy  of  the 
horse,  and  the  speed  of 
an  ordinary  railway 
train.  One  of  them  has 
been  ridden  from  Bos- 
ton to  Chicago  in  17 
hours.  If  3,000  of  these 
niachines  can  be  sold  in 
Paris,  why  not  20,000  in 
this  country?  Brown 
Brothers,  the  English 
advertisers,  will  un- 
doubtedly do  a  good 
business.  The  Wheel 
would  like  to  see  some 
American  concern  wake 
up  to  the  opportunity 
that  this  reprinted  ad- 
vertisement suggests. 
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'THE  BROWN'  IMPROVED  MOTOR  TRICYCLE 

FITTED  WITH    DE    DION    MOTOR. 

'^ieetric   Sgm'tion. 

Two  band  brakes.  Cased-in  axle 
All  gear  and  bearings  perfectly 
dustproof.  Free  chain,  which  is 
stationary  whilst  motor  is  running. 
28in.  wheels,  fitted  with  2in.  Dunlop 
motor  tyres. 

75  Guineas 

(Retail  price). 

We  can  also  supply  from  stock 
frames  to  build  the  above  tricycle 
without  wheels  or  motor. 

The  trade  should  write  for  our  list  of  complete  iricycles  and  other  veh.cles,  motors,  fittings,  accessories,  ett.      The  most  Comprehensive 

yet  issued  in  this  country. 

BROWN    BROTHERS.   Ltd.,  Great  Eastern   Street.  LONDON,    E.G. 
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FREDRICK 


ADJUSTABLE 


HANDLE 


ARE   MECHANICALLY  CORRECT. 


FREDRICK   MANUFACTURING   CO., 

150   NASSAU   STREET, 

NEW  YORK  CITY,  U.S.  A. 
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SMALLER  FORMS  OF  AITOMOBILES. 


i 

I 


What  the  Demand  for  Them  Is  and  How  Same  Has 
Been  Partially  Met  Abroad. 


PARIS,  Sept.  19.— The  class  of  vehicles 
for  which  there  is  a  particularly  big  de- 
mand is  a  light  car  weighing  something  under 
500  pounds  and  capable  of  carrying  two  per- 
sons and  sufficient  luggage  for  a  tour,  and 
simple  and  strong  enough  to  be  driven  long 
distances  at  a  moderate  pace  without  con- 
stant fear  of  something  going  wrong  with  the 
works.  It  must,  moreover,  be  sold  at  a  mod- 
erate figure.  Such  vehicles  come  under  the 
head  of  "voiturettes,"  but  none  of  them  at 
present  fulfill  the  conditions  named.  The  big 
firms  have  only  recently  given  any  attention 
to  light  carriages,  and  the  only  three  that  are 
worth  anything  are  the  Panhard,  Peugeot  and 
Delahaye,  each  of  them  being  built  in  the  best 
style  and  selling  at  somewhere  near  a  thou- 
sand dollars.  This  figure  is  much  too  high. 
Those  who  can  afford  to  pay  such  a  price 
can  generally  buy  big  cars,  and  the  others 
are  looking  out  for  something  cheaper.  The 
people  who  are  trying  to  cater  for  these  buy- 
ers are  the  cycle  makers,  who  are  turning  out 
any  number  of  light  cars  of  the  quadricycle 
type  and  fitted  with  one  or  another  of  the 
small  motors  at  present  on  the  market.  As 
the  cycle  makers,  however,  have  to  buy  their 
motors,  they  have  no  choice  but  to  adapt 
them  so  as  to  get  the  best  possible  results,  and 
devote  their  attention  mainly  to  the  forms  of 
the  cars.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  we  get 
plenty  of  variety  in  the  forms  of  the 
"voiturettes,"  but  little,  if  any,  improvehient 
in  the  mechanism  of  them. 

It  was  a   great   disappointment   on   Sunday 
to  inspect  the  light  cars  and  motor  cycles  that 
took  part  in  the  race  from  Paris  to  Boulogne 
on  the  occasion  of  the  meeting  of  the  Asso- 
ciation   for    the    Advancement   of    Science    in 
the  latter  town.     The  cars  assembled  in  the 
Forest  of   Saint  Germain,   and  an  inspection 
showed  that  in  this  class  of  vehicle  very  little 
progress  has  been  made  during  the  past  few 
months.     The  mechanism  was  the  same,  that 
is  to  say,  we  still  had  the  De  Dion,  the  Aster, 
the   Sphinx   and   other   motors   in   which   the 
power   was    sometimes    increased    by    making 
the  cylinder  with  a  larger  bore,  though  it  is 
evident  that  the  increasing  of  power  by  sim- 
ply using  up  more  fuel  is  not  a  satisfactory 
expedient.      The    higher    compression    of   the 
gases  augments  the  heat  and  makes  it  more 
difficult  to  cool  the  cylinder  by  air  circulation. 
As  for  the  forms  of  the  motor  cycles,  they 
were   legion.     Ingenuity    had   gone   so   far   in 
designing  motor  cycles  that  there  seemed  to 
be  no  originality  left  in  this  direction.     Each 
cycle  had  to  carry  two  persons,  and  the  form 
most  generally  affected  was  the   quadricycle, 
though  there  were  many  tricycles  with  trailers 
and  even  two  tricycles  attached  to  form  one 
machine.      Among    the    voiturettes    propelled 
by  motors  of  not  more  than  six  horse-power 
there  were  two  or  three  Decauville  cars,  two 
Phebus   vehicles     fitted    with    Aster    motors 
working  on   the   rear   axle,   and   several   cars 
running   with    Dc    Dion   motors,    some   being 


attached  in  front,  and  in  one  car  there  were 
two  of  these  motors  operating  a  single  crank- 
shaft in  front  of  the  rear  wheels  and  trans- 
mitting the  power  by  a  change  speed  gear  to 
the  opposite  side  of  tlie  car  where  the  trans- 
versal shaft  was  connected  with  the  driving 
wheel  by  a  chain.  This  car  was  about  the 
noisiest  we  have  ever  heard,  which  is  saying 
a  good  deal. 

An  interesting  vehicle  was  the  Turgan-Foy 
car  propelled  by  a  two-cylinder  horizontal  en- 
gine placed  transversely  in  the  front  of  the 
carriage.  The  pistons  work  on  a  vertical 
crank-shaft  which  carries  a  large  horizontal 
fly-wheel,  and  this  fly-wheel  assists  in  cooling 
the  ribbed  cylinders.  The  power  is  trans- 
mitted from  a  pulley  on  the  vertical  shaft  by 
leather  belts  to  the  countershaft  at  the  rear. 
The  neatest  cars  were  two  Stanley  steam  ve- 
hicles fitted  with  motors  of  four  horse-power, 
and  in  design  and  smoothness  of  running  as 
well  as  in  facility  of  management  these  little 
American  cars  were  far  superior  to  those  of 
French  make.  I  was  unable  to  ascertain  how 
the  Stanley  cars  got  on  in  the  race,  but  they 
were  not  signaled  at  the  half-way  halt,-  and 
in  this  they  merely  met  the  fate  of  nearly  all 
the  other  light  cars,  for  out  of  the  dozen  that 
started,  lonly  two  Decauville  voiturettes  were 
able  to  reach  Boulogne.  This  is  the  first  time 
American  cars  have  run  in  a  French  race,  and 
no  doubt  a  want  of  experience  in  French  rac- 
ing is  responsible  for  their  not  showing  up 
much  better.  Of  the  34  motor  cycles 
that  started  just  half  failed  to  get  through 
to  the  finish,  and  the  winnerj  Baras,  covered 
the  230  kilometers  in  5  hours  23  minutes.  A 
lady  chauffeur,  Madame  Lea  Lemoine,  did 
the  journey  in  6  hours  24  minutes. 


Benjamin  \'.  Becker,  of  Newman,  Northrop, 
Levinson  &  Becker;  Sir  William  C.  Van 
Horn,  chairman  Board  of  Directors  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  system. 

Frederic  Nicholls  is  president  of  the  new 
corporation;  J.  Wesley  Allison  and  A.  E. 
Ames,  vice-presidents:  A.  E.  Chandler,  secre- 
tary, and  G.  H.  Atkin,  of  Chicago,  treasurer. 
The  company,  it  is  announced,  w^ill  start  with 
a  number  of  contracts  taken  over  from  the 
Fischer  Equipment  Co.  The  company  have 
taken  a  factory  in  Chicago,  and  it  is  proposed 
to  establish  another  large  factory  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  New  York.  It  is  also  intended  to 
manufacture   in   Canada. 


MEN  AND  MONEY,  TOO. 


This   Company    Seems    Well   Supplied    with    All 

Essentials. 

The  Woods  Motor  Vehicle  Co.  have  been 
incorporated  under  the  laws  of  New  Jersey, 
with  a  capital  of  $10,000,000,  to  manufacture 
automobiles.  The  directorate  comprises  John 
W.  Mackay,  president  Commercial  Cable  Co.; 
August  Belmont,  banker;  Dr.  W.  Seward 
Webb,  president  Wagner  Palace  Car  Co. ; 
Charles  Miller,  Standard  Oil  Co.;  Hon. 
George  A.  Cox,  president  Canadian  Bank  of 
Commerce;  J.  Wesley  Allison,  United  States 
representative  Canadian  Government  Railway 
system  and  Wagner  Palace  Car  Co.;  W.  D. 
Matthews,  director  Canadian  Pacific  Railway; 
H.  P.  Dwight,  president  Great  Northwestern 
Telegraph  Co.:  A.  E.  Ames,  vice-president 
Imperial  Life  Insurance  Co.:  J.  W.  Flavelle, 
president  National  Trust  Co.,  Toronto;  Fred- 
eric Nicholls,  president  Canadian  Northern 
Railway  and  vice-president  Canadian  General 
Electric  Co.;  H.  A.  Ware,  vice-president 
North  Western  National  Bank;  C.  E.  Woods, 
general  manager  Woods  Motor  Vehicle  Co.; 


Laughing  at  the  Idea. 

Editor  The  Wheel:  Wonders  never  cease; 
but  I  confess  that  new  wonders  affect  me  at 
first  with  suspicion  since  the  bursting  of  the 
Keeley  motor  bubble  and  the  absconding  of 
the  New  England  gold-out-of-sea-water  cler- 
gyman. The  last  thing  in  the  wonder  line 
that  I  have  observed  in  your  last  issue  bobs 
up  out  there  somewhere  in  the  wilds  of  New 
Jersey,  and  really  it  reads  like  the  mutterings 
of  a  somnambulist  driven  to  delirium  by  the 
proboscis  of  the  ubiquitous  and  ever  incisive 
and  eloquent  Jersey  mosquito. 

They  have  unearthed  a  capsule,  about  the 
size  of  a  gold  dollar,  I  take  it,  which,  dropped 
into  a  little  electric  battery,  will  run  a  IC- 
candle-pdwer  incandescent  light  for  an  hour. 
^Everybody  can  have  his  own  electric  light 
plant,  and  automobiles  can  be  run  perpetually 
by  simply  dropping  one  of  these  magic  cap- 
sules into  its  storage  battery  every  few  hours. 
But  all  of  these  wonders  fall  just  short  of  the 
mark. 

If  some  inventor  would  discover  a  capsule 
which,  dropped  into  a.  fellow's  pocketbook, 
would  keep  it  replenished  indefinitely,  our 
heart  would  go  out  to  him  in  purest  gratitude, 
and  you  should  publish  his  half-tone  portrait 
at  the  head  of  your  columns  for  a  week,  and 
without  charging  him  more  than  a  single  cap- 
sule. The  Capsulater. 


Iloosiers  and  the  tlorseless. 

The  rapid  increase  in  the  number  of  auto- 
mobiles in  use  in  Indianapolis  has  brought 
out  inquiry  as  to  whether  such  vehicles  are 
covered  by  the  vehicle  ordinance.  City 
Comptroller  Johnson,  to  whom  the  inquiry 
was  referred,  points  out  that  the  ordinance 
was  amended  last  winter  so  as  to  include  au- 
tomobiles, and  provides  that  the  license  fee 
for  such  a  vehicle  shall  be  $3  a  year. 


Nice  Man  This  Is. 

Now  comes  the  story  from  abroad  that  a 
certain  Frenchman  who  dislikes  motor-cars, 
and  owns  some  land  beside  a  road  which  is 
much  frequented  by  motor-car  drivers,  has 
devised  an  arrangement  by  which  he  can  sud- 
denly let  down  a  tree  across  the  road  in  front 
of  a  motor-car,  thus,  of  course,  causing  a 
tremendous  smash.  Now  do  you  wonder  at 
the  Dreyfus  case? 


Learning  the  Motor  Game. 

"How're  you  getting  along  with  your  new 
automobile?"  Grisby  asked  of  his  friend 
Rigsby. 

"Fairly  well."  replied  Rigsby.  "I've  got  it 
down  so  fine  now  that  I  can  nearly  steer 
within  twelve  points  of  the  wind  and  bring  up 
anywhere  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  my 
destination." 
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ClK  Reading  Standard 


manufactnring  Company. 


■« 


®*® 


after  a  very  successful  season,  begs  to  announce   to  the   ■ 
Bicycle  trade  that  its  line   of  Bicycles   for  igoo  is    now 
ready,  and  combines  the   highest  grade   of  material  and 
workmanship  with  mechanical  perfection,  style  and  finish. 

Reading  Standard  Bicycles 

1900  ]\i^oi>e:ls 

will  truly  represent  "The  Standard  of  Excellence"  in  cycle  con- 
struction. The  same  fair,  liberal  and  progressive  policy  which  has 
won  us  the  esteem  and  good  will  of  the  trade  will  mark  our  deal- 
ings in  the  future. 

With  quality  as  first  consideration,  our  prices  will  still  be  so  ^^ 
reasonable  as  to  enable  Reading  Standard  agents  to  meet  every  |2 
respectable  competition  successfully.  With  ample  means  and  a  |s| 
largely  increased  capacity,  we  can  promise  our  patrons  prompt  ®@| 
shipment  and  a  most  efficient  service.  We  are  now  ready  to  allot  |^| 
agencies  in  unoccupied  territory  to  responsible,  wide-awake  and  |§f 
progressive  agents  who  desire  a  money-making  line  of  the  highest 
grade,  and  to  give  their  customers  full  value,  thereby  increasing 
their  trade  and  profit 

We  invite  correspondence. 
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READING  STANDARD  MANUFACTURING  CO., 

G.  A.  BOYER,  Manager  of  Sales. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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October  5, 


TIRE  fLlID  LITIGATION. 


News  of  the  Battle  Between  the  Makers  of  "  Never- 

leak"  and  Others  Brought  Up  to 

Date. 

In  response  to  a  general  inquiry  concern- 
ing goods  for  the  next  season,  the  Buffalo 
Specialty  Mfg.  Co.,  who  produce  the  well- 
known  tire  fluid  called  "Neverleak,"  submit 
a  statement  concerning  the  difHculties  they 
have  had  with  alleged  infringements  upon 
their  patent  rights. 

Some  time  ago,  despite  the  statement  of  a 
Philadelphia  publication  that  the  suit  was  not 
genuine,  the  Buffalo  people  won  an  infringe- 
ment action  against  the  Manhattan  Storage 
Co.,  of  Philadelphia.  The  BufTalo  people  ex- 
pected that  in  that  suit  the  defense  would  be 
upheld  by  a  group  of  infringers,  but  the  de- 
fense did  not  materialize  and  judgment  was 
entered  by   Judge   Coxe. 

The  Neverleak  people  say  that  they  were 
not  satisfied  with  the  lack  of  defense,  and 
that  consequently,  on  July  6  last,  they  insti- 
tuted suit  against  W.  G.  Schack,  a  Buffalo 
dealer  and  a  customer  of  a  member  of  the 
defensive  syndicate.  Attorneys  for  the  de- 
fense have  since  put  in  an  answer,  and  the 
case  will  come  up  during  the  next  term  of 
the  U.  S.  Circuit  Court  for  the  Northern 
District  of  New  York.  The  Neverleak  peo- 
ple say  they  are  anxious  for  an  early  decision, 
and  if  they  win,  as  they  expect,  they  will  de- 
mand accounting  from  all  past  infringements. 
They  have  particularly  in  mind  the  smaller 
infringers,  of  whom  they  claim  to  have' kept 
record. 

It  is  fair,  as  a  matter  of  news,  to  state  that 
the  Neverleak  people  have  sued  Cole  &  Co. 
for  libel,  for  circulating  reprints  of  the  state- 
ment printed  in  the  Philadelphia  journal 
about  the  Manhattan  Storage  Co.  The 
amount  sued  for  is  $5,000,  and  the  case  goes 
to  trial  before  the  Supreme  Court  early  in 
October. 

The  Neverleak  people  state  that  under  no 
consideration  will  they  compromise  or  grant 
licenses  to  anybody  until  their  patent  is  duly 
adjudicated,  and  then  they  may  or  may  not 
grant  licenses,  and  if  they  do  it  will  be  to 
firms  of  their  own  selection  and  not  to  par- 
ties who  expect  to  dictate  terms. 


Rolling  Right  Along. 

The  Cleveland  Ball  &  Screw  Co.,  Cleveland, 
whose  plant  is  located  in  the  old  Brush  Elec- 
tric Co.'s  building,  are  making  some  impor- 
tant changes  in  equipment,  which  will  prac- 
tically double  their  capacity  for  turning  out 
balls.  This  company,  who  have  rapidly  grown 
to  be  an  important  factor  in  the  field,  were 
organized  about  a  year  ago,  and,  unlike  many 
new  concerns,  they  have  designed  and  pro- 
duced all  their  own  machinery  before  com- 
mencing active  operations;  for  this  reason, 
while  they  have  become  pretty  thoroughly 
known,  their  output  has  been  comparatively 
limited  up  to  a  short  time  ago.  Charles  M. 
Pryse,  formerly  with  the  Grant  Ball  Co.,  is 
sales  manager  of  the  company,  and  through 
his  efforts  they  have  taken  some  very  good 
orders  for  the  bicycle  sizes  of  steel  balls,  and 
during  the  coming  year  will  supply  a  num- 
ber of  well-known  jobbers  and  manufacturers. 

However,  their  principal  efforts  will  he  con- 
fined to  the  manufacture  of  heavy  and  light 
machinery  bearings,  pump  valves  and  motor- 
carriage  balls,  being  especially  well  equipped 


for  sizes  from  three-eighth-inch  up.  They  are 
catering  particularly  to  the  manufacturers  of 
motor  carriages,  and  they  make  strong  claims 
for  accuracy  and  high  quality  of  material  used. 
A  contract  which  should  serve  as  an  excel- 
lent recommendation  was  one  recently  made 
with  the  Ball  Bearing  Co.,  of  Boston,  said  to 
be  the  largest  manufacturers  of  ball-bearings 
in  the  countr}',  who  will  use  their  balls  ex- 
clusively. They  have  recently  closed  with  the 
Excelsior  Supply  Co.,  Chicago,  to  act  as  their 
western  agents. 


Kelly  Continues  Catching  Them. 

Charles  E.  Weaver,  the  Kelly  handle-bar 
missionary,  returned  to  the  Cleveland  factory 
of  the  company  a  few  days  ago  with  a  fine 
large  catch  of  orders  which  he  had  landed 
during  a  trip  among  western  factories  and 
jobbers.  Despite  the  fact  that  the  woods  are 
full,  so  to  speak,  of  new  adjustable  handle- 
bars, the  Kelly  promises  to  be  a  larger  factor 
in  the  market  than  ever  before.  During  the 
present  year  the  Kelly  people  sold  in  the 
neighborhood  of  250,000  pairs  of  bars,  and 
this  figure  would  have  been  much  larger  had 
it  not  been  for  the  disastrous  fire  which  gave 
the  concern  a  set  back  just  in  the  height  of 
the  manufacturing  season.  A  number  of  cycle 
manufacturers  are  holding  off  until  combi- 
nation matters  are  fully  settled,  but,  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Weaver,  not  a  few  concerns  have 
already  specified  the  Kelly  bar  for  regular 
equipment,  and  among  which  number  are  sev- 
eral A.  B.  C.  concerns.  The  Kelly  Handle- 
Bar  Co.  are  now  fully  settled  in  their  new 
factory  building,  and  have  a  much  larger  ca- 
pacity than  ever  before. 


As  Good  as  a  "Cleveland"  Bicycle. 

H.  A.  Lozier  &  Co.  will,  for  the  present, 
devote  much  of  their  attention  to  the  manu- 
facture of  gasoline  engines  and  launches.  The 
Lozier  engine,  which  is  the  invention  of  Su- 
perintendent George  Burwell,  of  the  Lozier 
Toledo  factory,  has  created  a  highly  favor- 
able impression  in  its  special  field,  and  during 
the  past  few  months  this  branch  of  the  com- 
pany's business  has  developed  at  an  astonish- 
ing rate. 

At  the  Lozier  headquarters  in  Cleveland,  at 
present,  they  have  on  exhibition  one  of  the 
smallest  sizes  of  launches  made  by  the  com- 
pany.    It  is  16  feet  6  inches  over  all;  4  feet  2 


inches  beam;  driven  by  L]  horse-power  en- 
gine, and  it  will  travel  at  the  rate  of  six  miles 
an  hour.  It  will  seat  from  six  to  eight  peo- 
ple, and  sells  at  from  $400  to  $525,  according 
to  equipment. 

Even  to  the  inexperienced  eye  the  boat 
shows  "Cleveland"  construction  throughout, 
which,  as  everyone  connected  with  the  bicycle 
business  knows,  is  all  that  need  be  said  for  it. 

The  complete  line  includes  boats  of  18  feet, 
21  feet,  25  feet  35  feet  and  40  feet  in  length, 
the  minimum  prices  being  $475,  $575,  $900, 
$1,800  and  $2,400,  respectively.  The  last  two 
mentioned  boats  have  cabins  with  all  the  con- 
veniences of  home,  even  to  sleeping  capacity 
for  from  four  to  six  people.  The  largest  boat 
has  all  the  equipments  of  a  fine  yacht,  and  it 
is  entirely  sea-worthy. 


Beebe  Advance  Sheets. 

Advance  sheets  descriptive  of  their  1900  bi- 
cycles have  been  issued  by  the  Beebe  Mfg. 
Co.,  of  Racine  Junction,  Wis.  The  line  in- 
cludes the  E  Z  bicycle,  the  Beebe  model  35 
with  orange  head,  and  sev.en  other  models, 
which  will  be  furnished  with,  any  name-plate 
specified.  These  machines  are  also  furnished 
stripped,  partly  equipped  or  completely 
equipped,  as  desired.  The  1900  output  is  ex- 
pected to  be  over  30,000  machines.  A  sample 
line  will  be  on  view  until  October  25  in  room 
309,  56  Fifth  avenue,  Chicago. 


Goodyear  Vehicle  Tires. 

Goodyear  pneumatic  vehicle  tires  are  de- 
scribed in  an  attractive  pamphlet  issued  by 
the  Goodyear  Tire  &  Rubber  Co.,  Akron,  O. 
The  Goodyear  people  understand  their  busi- 
ness. Their  plant  is,  perhaps,  the  largest  in 
the  world.  Bicycle  dealers  who  have  occa- 
sional opportunity  to  sell  such  tires  to  vehicle 
owners  should  bear  this  in  mind. 


Brisk  Norwood  Opening. 

Manager  J.  E.  Poorman,  of  the  Norwood 
Bicycle  Co.,  Cincinnati,  writes  that  he  has 
received  an  order  for  40  machines,  for  im- 
mediate  shipment   to   Japan. 


Taking  on  Sporting  Goods. 

J.  R.  Vosburgh  &  Bro.,  Johnstown,  N.  Y., 
are  adding  a  line  of  sporting  goods  to  their 
bicycle  business. 


EXPORTS  FOR  EIGHT  MONTHS. 

Exports  of  cycles  and  parts   in  July,   1899,  amounted  to  $264,965.    In  August  the  amount 

was  $217,252.     The  total  for  the  first  eight  months    of    1899    shows    a    decrease    compared 

with  shipments   during  the  same  periods   in  1897  and  1898.     Decreased  prices,  harm  done 

in  '97  by  poor  goods,  the  urgency  of  foreign  competition,  the  industrial  conditions  abroad 

and  the  satiating  of  certain  markets,  are  the  reasons. 

August 

Destination.                                                                  1898.                  1899.  —Eight  Months  Ending  August- 
United    Kingdom    43,513                $26,64G  $1,839,966  $1,511,300  $605,164 

France 21,952                   7,295  235,669  455,249  393,988 

Germany    48,693                  12,936  1,070,351  1,317.323  718,451 

Other  Europe    48,276      •            25,243  976,407  816.913  800,614 

British    North    America 15,896                 11,779  672.036  541,674  502,134 

Central  American  States  and  British  Honduras        1.252                       405  18,242  4,969  3,819 

Mexico     3,317                   2,967  51.464  45,216  32,707 

Santo   Domingo    21                 3,620  598  298 

Cuba              17,366  6,366  3,345  49,842 

Porto  Rico    24                     636  2.582  1,230  2,2.34 

Other  West   Indies  and   Bermuda 9,209                    5,8.30  97.090  53,848  46,238 

\rgentina   1,873                  26.015  29,810  70,452  200,762 

lirtzil           7,720                    3,899  16,620  76,161  23,397 

Colombia    732                  1.:.'".7  13.942  6,390  6,108 

Other  South  America 3,457                    7,348  42,325  32,376  41.893 

China        2,169                    3,143  13.555  14,827  16,225 

East    Indies— British    11,246                  11,4S0  1.^.319  93,880  79.619 

Honjikong    913                       700  5,411  6,436  6,390 

Taoan 34.414                 21,621  49,.509  93.585  67,491 

British  .Australasia   25,110                 16,287  347,520  153,253  157,024 

Philippine   Islands   V/AAA  ,..25? 

Other  Asia  and  Occanica  5,479                  7,341  46,338  54,333  64,843 

.\frica        16,015                    7,13S  91,282  117.447  130.812 

Other  countries  77                        20  517  __  "I™             ^ 

ToUl   $301,358             $217,252  $5,646,001  $5,472,504  $3,951,285 


1899. 
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If  you  are 

Manufacturing 

BICYCLES, 

our  new  Illustrated 

Catalog 

will  interest  you. 


SEAHLESS 
STEEL  TUBE. 


STANDARD  SIZES  AND  GAUGES. 

Estimates  for  special  tube  fur= 
nished  promptly  on  receipt  of 
specifications. 


THE 

STANDARD 
WELDING 
CO. 

CLEVELAND.O, 

U.S.A^ 


New  York  Branch,  94  Reade  St. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


INDIANAPOLIS  CHAIN 

&  STAMPING  CO., 

INDIANAPOLIS,  IND. 


MAKERS   OF 


Diamond 
Chains. 


R.  B.  MgMULLEN  &  CO.,  General  U.  S.  Sales  Agents, 


88-90  Lake  Street,  Chicago. 


309  Broadway,  New  York. 


NEW  YORK  DEPOT :  J.  S.  LENQ'S  SON  &  CO..  4  Fletcher  St. 
CHICAGO  DEPOT:  EXCELSIOR  SUPPLY  CO.,  88-90  Lake  St. 

Kindly  mention  Th«  Wheel. 


HOW  T© 
NAME-PLATE 

Most  Effectively. 


The  art  of  name-plating  for  little  money  in  an 
effective  manner  and  high-class  style  is  a  problem 
and  one  worthy  of  serious  attention  by  any  manufac- 
turer, be  he  large  or  small.  We  have  a  suggestion 
to  offer  as  to  the  best  method  of  name-plating  by  the 
decalcomania  process.  It  has  been  done  in  the*  past 
and  we  shall  show  by  actual  figures  the  value  of 
this  method.  Our  idea  or  suggestion  is  this:  Get 
a  very  neat  and  small  name-plate  for  the  head  of 
the  bicycle,  probably  a  trade-mark  with  the  name 
and  address  of  the  firm  on  it,  not  necessarily  the 
name  of  the  wheel;  put  this  on  the  head  of  the  bicy- 
cle in  a  small  manner,  say  one  inch  or  one  and  one- 
half  inches  in  size,  and  leave  the  attractive  features 
of  the  name-plating  entirely  to  the  name  on  the  lower 
tube  of  the  frame.  Make  this  a  neat,  attractive 
transfer,  simply  the  name  of  the  wheel,  and  put  one 
on  each  side  of  the  frame. 

If  you  stop  to  consider  for  a  moment,  you  will 
realize  the  immensity  of  the  advertising  features  of 
this  plan.  For  instance,  every  individual  bicycle  is 
undoubtedly  seen  and  noted  as  it  skims  by  on  the 
street;  just  figure  for  a  moment  the  yearly  output 
and  multiply  this  by  the  reasonable  figure  of  1,000. 
Let  us  say  the  yearly  output  is  10,000  wheels;  there 
would  be  no  less  than  ten  million  people  who  would 
have  seen  and  noted  that  name-plate  on  the  bar  as 
the  wheel  was  seen  on  the  street.  Then  realize  that 
this  total  expense  is  probably  not  more  than  $100.00 
for  the  name  as  applied.  Then  figure  that  ratio  of 
cost  and  result  and  compare  it  with  any  other  style 
of  advertising  and  you  will  realize  the  advantage  in 
favor  of  advertising  a  name-plate  by  the  transfer 
process,  which  undoubtedly  brings  one  hundred  fold 
better  results  than  by  any  other  method. 

Anyone  interested  in  the  matter  of  a  transfer, 
either  name-plate  for  decorating  purposes  or  for 
trade -marking,  will  find  that  we  are  able  to  deliver 
orders  on  short  notice,  having  the  largest  factory  in 
the  business,  exclusive  automatic  machinery,  manu- 
facture all  our  raw  material.  Write  for  sketches  and 
prices.     Free  for  the  asking. 


T 
^ 


THElviEYERCORDCO.,inc. 

AMERICAN  MANUFACTURERS 

Guaranteed  Decalcomania  Transfers. 

Main  Office,  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Chicago. 

*      Factory,  Chicago,  III.  New  York  Office,  805  St.  James  BIdg. 

$  Kindly   mention  The  WheeL  « 
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October  5, 


SOME  QIEER  TRICKS. 

How    Stakes    and     Purses    Were     Faked    in 
Australia —Trade     In- 
formation. 

Melbourne,  Victoria,  August  24. 

Editor  The  Wheel:  You  will  remember  in 
a  previous  letter  I  made  mention  of  the  severe 
fall  Martin  had,  which  he  alleged  was  caused 
by  a  rider  named  Corbett.  The  police  took 
the  matter  up,  and  Corbett  was  committed  to 
take  his  trial.  At  the  July  sitting  of  the 
criminal  sessions  the  Crown  notified  that 
they  would  not  go  on  with  the  case,  which 
was  therefore  struck  out. 

Still  referring  to  Martin,  the  match  he  con- 
tested with  D.  J.  Walker,  and  of  which  I  gave 
you  an  account,  has  been  a  source  of  consid- 
erable trouble  to  the  League.  The  editor  of 
the  "Cycling  News,"  a  local  paper,  has 
brought  certain  charges  against  the  executive 
of  that  body  (although  subsequently  modi- 
fied) to  the  effect  that  the  contest  was  a  fraud 
upon  the  public,  inasmuch  that  there  was 
neither  stakes  put  up  by  the  principals,  nor 
the  purse  (of  $500)  by  the  promoting  club. 

It  was  said  that  at  least  one  member  of  the 
executive  knew  of  the  "swindle,"  and  that 
one  happened  to  be  the  manager  of  the  cy- 
cling contests  held  by  the  St.  Kilda  Cricket 
Club,  upon  whose  ground  the  races  were  run. 
Mr.  E.  W.  Carey,  the  informant,  drew  his 
conclusions  that  the  afifair  was  crooked  be- 
cause of  Martin  threatening  to  do  something- 
serious  to  the  cricket  club's  manager,  on  ac- 
count of  an  alleged  misrepresentation  of  the 
attendance. 

It  appears  that  Martin,  Walker  and  the 
club  were  to  receive  one-third  each  of  the 
proceeds,  which,  according  to  the  St.  K. 
C.  C.'s  count,  were  only  7,000,  whereas  several 
experts  reckoned  there  were  from  12,000  to 
14,000  people  present.  At  the  request  of  Mr. 
Carey,  a  special  board  of  three  was  consti- 
tuted to  make  an  inquiry,  the  Mayor  of  Mel- 
bourne agreeing  to  make  one  of  the  number, 
but  beyond  withdrawing  some,  or  altering 
the  charge  (by  Mr.  C),  not  a  great  deal  was 
done,  because  neither  the  cricket  club's  man- 
ager nor  its  secretary  would  come  forward 
and  give  evidence.  The  board  has  yet  to 
make  its  report,  upon  which  the  League  must 
act,  because  of  the  aspersions  upon  its  "intel- 
ligence" and  alleged  informal  or  irregular 
action  in  sanctioning  the  match. 

The  annual  elections  for  the  Council  of  the 
League  took  place  last  week,  and  very  little 
interest  was  taken.  Practically  the  voting 
was  done  by  the  Melbourne  B.  C,  whose 
"ticket"  went  in  solid.  There  is,  so  far,  only 
one-third  the  numerical  strength  in  the 
League  this  year  of  what  there  was  last  year. 

Racing  will  apparently  be  quite  diflferent 
from  what  it  was  last  year.  The  trade  has 
satisfied  itself  that  the  racing  man,  as  an  ad- 
vertisement, does  not  pay,  and  I  infer  that 
there  will  not  be  the  number  of  contestants 
competing  as  was  the  case  last  year. 

Writing  of  the  trade,  I  think  matters  have 
taken  a  turn  for  the  better,  although  auction 
sales  are  taking  place  periodically,  no  less 
than  three  having  been  conducted  during  this 
month. 

A  long  distance  cycle  ride  is  now  in  prog- 
ress by  three  wheelmen  who  are  encircling 
the  continent  of  Australia.  They  are,  of  course, 
advertising  a  certain  tire  and  a  certain  manu- 


facture. They  may  or  may  not  get  through, 
inasmuch  as  much  of  the  territory  is  unin- 
habited, while  other  portions  are  infested  by 
cannibals.  Their  troubles  will  shortly  begin; 
North  Queensland  is  their  present  location. 
Yours,  etc.,  G.  R.  B. 


What  Distance  Work  Demands. 

A  question  which  has  lately  been  much  dis- 
cussed in  British  papers,  "Are  Racing  Men 
Healthy?"  is  one  of  considerable  importance. 
The  key  to  the  answer  lies  in  the  fact  that 
health  depends  on  the  integrity  of  the  diges- 
tive and  assimilative  organs,  and  that  perfec- 
tion of  muscle  is  quite  a  secondary  consider- 
ation. 

Many  perfectly  healthy  men  are  certainly 
anything  but  muscular,  while  many  laborers 
who  do  an  amount  of  muscular  work  which, 
measured  in  foot-pounds  per  day,  would  as- 
tonish some  of  the  long  and  middle  distance 
cracks,  are  far  from  healthy,  and,  in  fact,  the 
same  is  true  of  many  athletes  themselves.  In 
the  discussions  which  have  taken  place  the 
racing  man  is  defined  and  has  been  defined 
as  the  "trained"  man.  But  this  training  aims 
merely  at  "developing  the  muscular  strength 
often  at  the  expense  of  serious  strain  of  the 
more  important  organs. 

The  natural  racing  man,  the  one  whose 
muscular  power  reaches  its  maximum  with  the 
minimum  of  training,  may  suffer  but  little 
from  the  process,  but  in  proportion  as  a  man 
has  to  train  hard,  to  restrict  his  natural  ap- 
petite, and  to  undergo  severe  toil  before  he 
can  get  his  muscles  into  order,  so  does  the 
probability  of  injury  increase.  It  is  not,  how- 
ever, in  what  one  may  call  the  dietetic  train- 
ing, but  in  the  violent  and  prolonged  mus- 
cular efforts  which  modern  middle  and  long 
distance  racing  demands  of  its  votaries — one 
might  almost  say  of  its  victims — that  danger 
to  health  arises. 

The  wear  and  tear  of  the  muscular  system 
is  considerable;  that  every  one  acknowledges 
and  expects;  but  the  wear  and  tear  of  the 
nervous  system  is  far  greater  than  is  at  all 
generally  recognized,  while  the  strain  of  the 
vascular  system  is  very  great  indeed.  The 
professional  distance  racing  man  is  often 
healthy,  but  this  is  in  spite  of  rather  than  by 
virtue  of  his  athleticism. 


Doing  Double  Time. 

It  was  a  case  of  being  run  down  by  a 
scorcher,  and  a  good-humored  Irishman  was 
a  witness. 

The  judge,  lawyers  and  everybody  else  were 
trying  their  best  to  extract  from  the  Irishman 
something  about  the  speed  of  the  wheelman. 

"Was  he  going  fast?"  asked  the  judge. 

"Aw,   yis,   he   were,"   answered  the   witness. 

"How  fast?" 

"Oh,   purty  fasht,   your   honor." 

"Well,  how  fast?" 

"Aw,  purty  fasht." 

"Was  it  as  fast  as  a  man  can  run?" 

"Aw,  yis,"  glad  that  the  basis  for  an  anal- 
ogy was  supplied.  "As  fasht  as  two  min  kin 
run," 

True  to  His  Principles. 

Whatever  else  may  be  said  against  Major 
Taylor,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  he  is  the  only 
racing  man  who  has  steadfastly  refused  to 
race  on  Sundays.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
church,  and  on  the  seventh  day  always  leaves 
the  bicycle  alone  and  devotes  the  day  to  rest. 


When  Taylor  broke  the  one-mile  record 
last  summer  he  immediately  had  a  great  mar- 
ket value  in  Europe.  The  winning  of  the 
world's  championship  increased  this  value, 
and  the  French  promoters  immediately  went 
after  the  American.  Through  their  agents 
here,  Taylor  was  guaranteed  ^15,000  for  his 
riding  next  summer,  the  proviso  being  made 
that  he  ride  on  Sunday.  Taylor,  however, 
couldn't  see  it  that  way,  and  this  week  noti- 
fied the  French  managers  that  he  could  not 
accept  on  those  terms.  He  said,  however, 
that  he  was  perfectly  willing  to  go,  provided 
the  races  were  on  some  other  day. 


An  Omitted  Chapter. 

"Plato,"  said  Diogenes  one  day,  "have  you 
such  a  thing  as  a  monkey-wrench?" 

"Yes,"  replied  the  philosopher;  "I've  got 
one  in  my  tool  bag." 

"Just  the  thing,"  continued  Diogenes;  "I 
would  like  to  borrow  it  for  a  short  time." 

After  awhile  Plato  said  to  himself: 

"I  wonder  what  that  old  crank  wanted  to 
do  with  my  monkey-wrench?  I  believe  I'll 
hunt  him  up  and  see." 

And  presently  Diogenes  was  found  up  back 
of  the  Temple  of  Cybele,  working  like  a  black- 
smith. 

"Here,"  exclaimed  Plato,  "what  are  you 
trying  to   do,   anyhow?" 

"I'm  puttin'  a  cyclometer  on  my  tub,"  said 
Diogenes;  and  after  that  the  Athenians 
ceased  to  linger  upon  the  crossings  when  they 
saw  him  coming. 

The  fastest  Yet. 

Brockton,  Sept.  29. — The  steam  motor  ma- 
chine which  McDuffee  uses  in  his  record 
trials  was  sent  away  for  fifteen  miles  at  the 
new  track  in  this  city  to-day,  and  the  machine 
went  faster  by  many  seconds  than  any  other 
cycle  track  machine  in  the  world. 

It  is  claimed  that  every  record  from  two 
miles  up  was  broken,  and  the  last  mile  was  rid- 
den in  five  seconds  faster  time  than  the  fi'-st. 
The  total  time  was  21.47  1-5,  an  average  of 
1.27  to  the  mile.  The  fastest  two  miles  were 
the  tenth  and  eleventh,  which  were  covered 
in  2.47  flat.  The  first  mile  was  done  in 
1.30  2-5. 


Money  in  the  Motors. 

To  the  racing  men  who  have  invested  their 
earnings  in  motors,  the  "choo-choo"  machines 
have  been  found  to  be  a  Klondike.  As  illus- 
trating the  point,  the  profits  of  Frank  Waller, 
in  less  than  a  month,  on  a  machine  which  cost 
but  a  portion  of  his  earnings,  may  be  cited. 
Waller  made  over  $1,000  clear  in  one  month. 
McFarland  purchased  one  machine,  and  in  a 
month  cleared  enough  to  buy  another.  The 
motor  men  have  earned  a  fat  living  this  sea- 
son. In  one  month  Henshaw  and  Fourniei 
had  16  engagements,  and  traveled  over  10,000 
miles  to  make  them. 


Outlawed  by  Ordinance. 

Jack  Prince's  women  racers  are  evidently 
not  appreciated  in  Kansas  City,  since  a  min- 
ister has  had  passed  a  city  ordinance  which 
provides  that  any  person  who  shall  build  or 
maintain  any  bicycle  track  or  velodrome  with- 
in 300  feet  of  a  church  shall  be  subject  to  a 
fine  of  not  less  than  $100.  The  fine  can  be 
repeated  every  day  until  Prince's  velodrome 
has  been  moved. 


1899. 


27 


They  look  so  alike— wood  rims,  we  mean— that  your  safety  lies  in 
not  trusting  to  looks  at  all.  You  can  be  most  safe  by  pinning 
your  faith  to  a  tried  and  reputable  product.  Years  of  rim-making 
have  given  to  the  Olds  Wagon  Works,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  the 
"know-how."  A  well-established  reputation  for  good  goods  has 
made  them  careful  that  it  shall  be  sustained.  Shop  capacity  and 
modernness  of  method  enable  them  to  talk  interestingly  on  prices. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


Are  You  Selling  Tires  for  Glory  or  for  Profit? 

Stop  the  glory  business — sell  our  Tires  and  MAKE  PROFIT. 
Our    1900  proposition  for   large   buyers  will  interest   you. 

WRITE  US  AT  ONCE» 


GOODYEAR  TIRE  &  RUBBER  CO.,  Akron,  Ohio. 


New  York  Office, 
127  DUANE  ST. 


Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 


NICKEL  STEEL  CHAINS 

BY  THE 

POWER  MFG.  CO.,  Bloomfield,  N.  J. 


Made  in  1-8  in.,  3-16  in,  and  1-4  in. 

This  last  is  equal  in  quality,  accuracy  and  finish  to  the  best  of  other 
makes  on  the  market.     Write  for  net  prices  and  catalogue. 

THE    BLOCKS   OF   ALL    OUR    CHAINS  ARE 
MADE  OF  NICKEL   STEEL. 

A  Foot-Power  Lathe  and 

^  Outfit  of  Tools. 

Our  No.  5  Lathe  is  a  right  and  left  hand 
screw  cutting  lathe,  swings  11  inches  on  face 
plate;  34  inches  between  centres.  Is  back- 
geared  and  has  hollow  spindle.  Has  set-over 
tail-stock  and  swivel  tool  carriage  for  taper- 
ing and  boring. 

SPECIAL    OFFER! 

The  list  price  of  No.  6  Lathe  is  $90.  We 
will  furnish  the  lathe  with  set  of  slide  rest 
tools,  three  lathe  dogs,  5-inch  chuck  with  two 
sets  of  jaws,  lathe  arbor  and  set  of  Morse 
twist  drills  1-16-inch  by  %-inch  toy  32ds,  in 
all  amounting  to  $110,  for  $90  cash.  Goods  carefully  boxed  and  delivered  on  board 
cars,  Rockford.  This  gives  the  best  lathe  made,  will  full  equipment  of  tools,  for 
less  money  than  you  can  buy  an  inferior  machine. 

'  ^a//  Descriptive  Catalogue  Free  on  Application. 


W.  F.  &  JNO.  BARNES  CO., 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  254    RUBY    ST.,    ROCKFORD,    ILL. 
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Kokomo    Korker   Kompound 

Kompletely  Korks  a  Kokomo  or  any 

other  good   tire. 


FOR    SALE    BY 

KOKOMO  RUBBER  CO.,  Kokomo,  Ind. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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October  5, 


WHAT  HAPPENED 


WHEELMAN'S    LIABILITY, 


JUST    ENOUGII. 


When    the    Cinders    of   the    Shoe    Factory    Were 

Placed    on    the    Rural    Cycle 

Path. 

When  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  went  in  to  build 
a  cycle  path  between  that  place  and  Union 
the  path  builders  were  willing  to  accept  either 
cash,  labor  or  material  from  those  who  fa- 
vored the  idea.  Among  those  who  made  a 
donation  of  material  was  the  proprietor  of  a 
large  shoe  factory,  who  generously  donated 
many  wagon  loads  of  cinders  for  surface- 
diessing. 

When  the  path  was  completed  it  was  the 
most  punctureful  piece  of  roadway  in  twenty 
counties.  No  one  knew  why  until  Frank  J. 
Eoot,  an  amateur  electrician  and  enthusiastic 
wheelman  of  Rochester,  went  in  to  dispose  of 
the  mystery. 

Before  starting  on  his  examination  of  the 
path  he  made  a  careful  examination  of  his 
wheel,  before  and  after  he  had  ridden  over 
the  path.  In  the  front  tire  he  found  seven 
tiny  tacks,  so  small  that  they  could  scarcely 
be  seen.  They  hadn't  punctured  the  tire,  but 
the  mystery  of  the  many  punctures  along  the 
cii;der  path  was  revealed  at  once.  The  matter 
uas  reported  to  W.  H.  Hecox,  of  the  State 
Side  Path  Commission,  who  immediately  sent 
a  squad  of  men  armed  with  magnifying  glasses 
to  clear  the  path  of  tacks.  The  men  worked 
one  whole  day  and  only  collected  nine  tacks. 
They  reported  that  it  was  utterly  impossible 
to  see  the  tacks,  even  with  the  glasses. 

They  were  so  small  and  so  much  like  the 
cinders  in  color  that  they  could  not  be  de- 
tected. Then  the  recollection  of  the  cinder 
donation  of  the  generous  shoe  factory  pro- 
prietor was  recalled,  and  when  the 'head  of 
tiie  factory  was  questioned  about  the  matter, 
he  admitted  that  there  were  probably  thou- 
sands of  the  tacks  in  the  cinders.  The  mat- 
ter had  never  occurred  to  him  before,  he  said, 
and  he  generously  offered  to  share  with  the 
county  the  expense  of  laying  fresh  cinders  on 
the  path.  i 

Apparently  there  was  no  other  course  to 
take,  but  in  the  emergency  Mr.  Root  came 
forward  and  said  he  thought  he  could  get 
every  tack  out  of  the  path  in  one  morning 
without  removing  a  cinder.  Commissioner 
Hecox  was  skeptical,  but  told  Mr.  Root  to  go 
ahead.  Mr.  Root  made  a  framework  of  wood 
about  three  feet  square,  fitted  it  with  rollers 
and  a  long  handle,  so  that  it  could  be  operated 
like  a  carpet  sweeper,  and  then  placed  six- 
hirge  and  powerful  magnets  in  it. 

The  magnets  were  so  arranged  that  they  would 
almost  scrape  the  ground  when  the  machine 
was  operated.  With  this  simple  contrivance 
Mr.  Root  started  to  work  the  dangerous  end 
of  the  cinder  path.  He  hadn't  done  ten  yards 
before  his  magnets  were  so  covered  with  tacks 
that  he  had  to  clean. them  off.  Before  he  had 
fiiiished  the  work  he  had  to  scrape  his  mag- 
nets nearly  fifty  times,  and  when  he  was 
through  he  had  filled  a  quart  can  to  over- 
flowing with  the  wickedest-looking  lot  of  tacks 
and  sharp-pointed  scraps  of  metal  that  ever 
decorated  a  cycle  path.  As  a  precaution  Mr. 
Root  went  over  the  path  several  times,  but 
got  nothing  after  the  first  trip.  There  hasn't 
been  a  puncture  along  the  cinder  path  since, 
and  more  grateful  wheelmen  than  those  of 
Broome  County  it  would  be  hard  to  find. 


What  One  Judge    Charged    the    Grand    Jury    Re- 
garding This. 

In  charging  the  Grand  Jury  at  Newark,  N. 
J.,  which  will  have  before  it  two  cases  in- 
volving the  crime  of  manslaughter  in  con- 
nection with  fatal  bicycle  collisions,  Justice 
Depue  stated  propositions  of  general  interest. 
After  defining  criminal  negligence  to  be  such, 
in  the  management  or  in  the  speed  of  the 
wheel,  as  shows  a  reckless  disregard  of  human 
life,  he  pointed  out  that  the  plea  of  con- 
tributory negligence  as  a  defense  has  no  ap- 
plication to  cases  of  this  kind.  That  is  re- 
served for  civil   actions. 

"No  matter,"  said  the  judge,  "how  careless 
the  man  who  is  injured  may  be,  if  from  the 
result  of  the  injuries  death  ensues,  if  the 
jurors  find  upon  the  case  disclosed  that  the 
person  by  whose  act  that  death  was  caused 
was  guilty  of  criminal  negligence,  an  indict- 
ment may  be  found,  because  the  object  of  the 
law  is  to  protect  human  life  and  safety." 

The  second  point  made  by  the  New  Jersey 
judge  is  that  the  cyclist  cannot  avoid  responsi- 
bility by  the  claim  that  he  rang,  his  bell,  blew 
his  whistle  or  in  any  other  way  signaled  his 
approach.  Compliance  with  the  ordinance  re- 
quiring such  signal  is  no  excuse  for  fast  or 
otherwise  reckless  riding  in  crowded  city 
streets. 

A  certain  class  of  wheelmen  have  a  way  of 
dashing  past  intersecting  streets  at  top  speed 
with  the  shrill  accompaniment  of  the  bell — 
a  fearful  summons  for  all  in  sight  or  sound 
to  clear  the  way  or  take  the  consequences. 
It  is  not  the  fault  of  these  riders  that  so  few 
fatalities  of  their  causing  have  occurred  in  the 
streets. 


Bands  Are  Good  Things. 

Nothing  is  more  efficient  to  prevent  intes- 
tinal disorders  through  the  changing  season 
than  the  wearing  of  abdominal  bands.  A  phy- 
sician -says  that  he  never  lets  a  friend  or  pa- 
tient go  abroad  without  a  supply  of  them  in 
his  trunk.  Now  that  they  are  obtainable  at 
most  shops,  there  is  no  excuse  for  not  adding 
them  to  the  traveling  or  stay-at-home  ward- 
robe. It  is  a  regulation  of  the  British  army 
in  India  that  every  soldier  shall  wear  a  woolen 
band.  The  Government  supplies  the  bands 
and  considers  it  the  best  sort  of  investment, 
cases  of  cholera  among  the  band-wearers  be- 
ing almost  unknown.  A  common  complaint 
among  tourists,  particularly  cycling  tourists 
in  Europe,  is  what  the  French  call  "fatigue 
de  I'estomac,"  and  for  this  ailment,  which  is 
indigestion  produced  by  over-exercise,  nine 
out  of  ten  continental  physicians  will  recom- 
mend  the  bands. 


Numbers  Are  Nothing. 

Some  guileless  people  still  imagine  that  if 
their  wheels  are  stolen  their  possession  of 
the  names  and  numbers  on  them  will  greatly 
aid  in  the  recovery  of  them.  They  will  make 
a  great  mistake  if  they  attach  importance  to 
the  fact.  Professional  thieves  understand  their 
business.  They  do  not  steal  bicycles  for  fun, 
but  they  expect  to  be  rewarded,  and  the 
shady  speculator  who  takes  the  wheel  from 
them  artfully  removes,  so  far  as  possible,  all 
means  of  identity.  Wheels  are  sometimes 
traced  and  identified  by  private  marks  on 
them  that  have  escaped  the  keen  eyes  of  those 
dealers  in  whose  possession  they  are  found, 
but  these  instances  are  rare. 


What  the  Doctrine  of  Not  Too  Much  Preaches  to 
Those  Who  Follow  It. 

An  old  colored  servant  once  told  General 
Washington  the  secret  of  life  in  a  few  homely 
words.  Said  he:  "Gin'ral,  ii  you  want  a  good 
night's  sleep,  set  up  de  night  befo'."  In  other 
words,  if  you  desire  keen  senses  and  lively 
enjoyment  in  the  common-place  acts  which 
constitute  nine-tenths  of  life,  stint  yourself. 

Give  every  normal  want  a  reasonable  grati- 
fication only.  Moderation  is  the  golden  mean 
between  indulgence  and  asceticism.  A  broad 
knowledge  and  general  application  of  econo- 
mics constitutes  the  science  of  living. 

To  illustrate:  If  you  stint  your  diet, 
such  food  as  you  take  will  be  received  grate- 
fully by  a  stomach  which  has  accumulated 
surplus  energy.  Every  organ  in  the  body  will 
be  eager  and  work  hard  for  its  supply  of 
pabulum.  Assimilation  is,  therefore,  im- 
proved. A  satisfied  stomach  means  a  healthy 
liver,  regular  bowels,  sound  and  resistant 
nerves,   dreamless   and  refreshing  sleep. 

Just  the  right  amount  of  cycling  means  a 
healthy  degree  of  fatigue,  even  distribution  of 
blood  and  a  relief  of  nervous  tension  nredis- 
posing  to  rest  and  recuperation.  Too  much 
cycling  causes  active  congestions  and  undue 
nervous  exhaustion;  too  little  cycling  results 
in  passive  congestions  and  accumulative  nerv- 
ous irritability. 


Ringing  the  Bell. 

Ordinarily  the  wheelwoman  dearly  loves 
the  bell.  It  is  to  her  a  plaything,  and  she 
likes  to  ring  it  on  every  occasion,  and  some- 
times when  there  is  no  occasion.  ,.  A  man 
cannot  understand  this.  He  uses  the  bell  on 
his  wheel  sometimes,  of  course,  but  very  fre- 
quently he  manages  without  it.  Pedestrians 
say  they  can  always  tell  without  looking 
whether  it  is  a  wheelman  or  wheelwoman 
coming  behind.  The  man  gives  a  sharp 
ring,  whilst  the  woman  does  not  release  her 
bell  until  the  road  is  quite  clear.  Some  say 
that  she  uses  her  bell  to  draw  attention  to 
herself,  not  to  the  approach  of  her  bicycle, 
but  her  admirers  have  a  better  opinion  of  her 
than  to  suppose  such  wicked  things. 


An  Even  Deal. 

A  countryman  wandered  into  a  hardware 
store  the  other  day,  and,  after  making  some 
purchases,  was  asked  by  the  rather  fresh 
clerk:  "Don't  you  want  to  buy  a  bicycle 
to  ride  around  your  town  on?  They're  cheap 
now.  Can  give  you  a  first-class  one  for  $35." 
"I'd  sooner  put  my  $35  into  a  cow,"  said  the 
countryman.  "But  think,"  said  the  clerk, 
"how  foolish  you  would  look  riding  around 
town  on  a  cow."  "Oh,  I  don't  know,"  said 
the  countryman,  "no  more  foolish,  p'raps, 
than  I  would  milking  a  bicycle." 


October. 

See,   .she  at  the  thresliolJ  stands. 
Greet  her  now   with  outstretched  hand.s; 
Mellow  month  of  cakes  and  ale, 
Month  of  swirling  leaf  and  gale, 
Month   that   tries  the  rider's  sole, 
Month  that  calls  for  winter's  coal, 
Month  that  rings  with  politics. 
Month    when   scorchers   try  their   tricks. 
Month  of  frost  and  crispy  air — 
Guess  you   strike  an  av'rage   fair, 
Octoher. 


Copyriglit   by   F.   P.    Prial   Co. 
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WHAT  THE  AMALGAMATION'S  ATTITUDE  WILL  BE  WITH  RE- 
SPECT TO  OUTPUTS,  GRADES,  CHAINLESS  BICYCLES,  OPTIONS, 
ETC.— HOW  IT  WILL  AIM  TO  RETAIN  THE  GOOD-WILL  OF  JOB- 
BERS AND  DEALERS— CHANCE  OF  A  FIGHT  WITH  THE  FLINT 
INTERESTS— BOND  SALE  AFFECTED  BY  MONEY  TIGHTNESS- 
OTHER  PREGNANT  NEWS-BITS. 


WEDNESDAY,  two  o'clock.— At  this  writ- 
ing there  is  nothing  in  the  nature  of  an  an- 
nouncement to  be  made  concerning  the  meet- 
ing of  A.  B.  C.  directors.  They  are  now  dis- 
cussing the  compan3''s  policy,  and  it  is  con- 
sidered doubtful  if  they  will  finish  to-day. 

TJESDAY  and  Wednesday  of  this  week 
were  devoted  to  important  matters  by 
the  directors  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co. 
On  Tuesday  the  talk  was  general,  and  no  sub- 
ject received  pointed  and  enduring  attention 
except  the  bond  issue.  It  was  expected  that 
some  kind  of  statement  would  be  issued  to 
the  public  press  Wednesday  night  with  refer- 
ence to  the  policy  of  the  company  concerning 
the  manner  in  which  it  would  sell  its  goods, 
the  prospects  of  the  cycle  trade  for  1900,  etc. 

Possibly  by  the  end  of  this  week  the  officers 
of  the  company,  acting  upon  the  general  in- 
structions laid  down  for  them  by  the  direc- 
tors, will  be  able  to  make  interesting  commu- 
nications to  cycle  makers  in  the  A.  B.  C.  con- 
cerning their  traveling  salesmen,  the  grades 
they  are  to  manufacture,  the  policy  they  are 
to  pursue  with  reference  to  options,  the  num- 
ber of  machines  they  are  to  build,  etc.  Defi- 
nite instructions  may  not  be  forthcoming, 
however,  until  some  time  next  week,  pos- 
sibly later  but  probably  not,  in  view  of  the 
general  anxiety  of  dealers  and  jobbers  as  well 
as  of  manufacturers  themselves. 

It  is  pretty  well  known  that  the  under- 
writers are  to  provide  the  30  per  cent  cash 
which  on  October  25  is  to  be  paid  to  the  A.  B. 
C.  manufacturers  who  have  not  elected  to  take 
bonds  instead  of  cash.  As  their  advertise- 
ments of  last  week  indicated,  the  underwriters 
have  endeavored  to  sell  the  unsubscribed-for 
bonds.  The  fact  that  not  all  of  the  $6,000,000 
worth  of  bonds  offered  have  been  sold  will  not 
hinder  the  manufacturers  from  receiving  the 
stipulated  cash  at  the  appointed  time.  It  has 
been  estimated  that  something  over  $1,000,000 
of  the  $6,000,000  worth  of  bonds  offered  was 
taken   during  the  two   specified   days   of   last 


week.  The  remain4er  must  be  held  by  the" 
underwriters  until  investors  have  more  money 
to  spare  for  industrial  securities.  As  is  well 
known,  this  is  a  particularly  bad  time  in  which 
to  attempt  to  sell  stocks  of  any  kind. 

While  the  matter  has  not,  perhaps,  been 
considered  at  this  week's  meeting  of  the  A. 
B.  C.  directors,  it  is  not  improbable  that  "out- 
side" manufacturers  will  be  asked  to  respect 
the  bottom-bracket  patent  by  way  of  paying 
a  royalty.  Fifty  cents  a  wheel  has  been  one 
of  the  maximum  figures  mentioned.  Every 
one  is  at  liberty  to  agree  with  that  guess,  or 
to  guess  again.  The  object  of  imposing  such 
royalty,  it  is  presumed,  would  be  less  that  of 
earning  money  than  that  of  discouraging, 
through  the  pocketbook,  any  tendency  to  cut 
prices.  The  manufacturer's  profit  on  bicycles 
is  now  so  low  that  an  additional  expense  of 
i^fty  cents  per  machine  would  be  sufficient  to 
restrain  any  rashness. 

It  is  altogether  probable  that,  as  far  as  the 
A.  B.  C.  is  concerned,  the  chainless  bicycle 
will  be  pushed  into  popular  favor  as  vigorous- 
ly as  possible.  However,  't  does  not  seem 
probable  that  chainless  bicycles  will  be  manu- 
factured in  A.  B.  C.  factories,  which  are  not 
already  equipped  with  the  necessary  machine- 
ry for  that  type  of  wheel.  The  idea  is  not 
compatible  with  that  econonry  which  is  sup- 
posed to  be  the  purpose  of  a  trade  combina- 
tion. 

It  is  stated  definitely  and  decisively  at  head- 
quarters that  no  man  has  been  selected  for  the 
position  of  general  superintendent  of  factories; 
that  there  is  no  such  position,  and  that  there 
may  be  none. 

The  rumor  that  a  stock  of  wheels  would  be 
kept  on  exhibition  on  the  twenty-second  floor 
of  Park  Row  Building,  the  floor  which  will  be 
occupied  this  week  or  early  next  week  by  the 
A.  B.  C.  offices,  is  absurd.  So  far  it  has  not 
been  decided  to  concentrate  the  stocks  of 
wheels  now  on  hand  in  New  York,  or  to  be  on 
hand  hereafter. 


How  the  Jobbing  Trade 

^  Will  Probably  Be  Handled. 

Jobbers  will  also  be  set  at  ease  within  a  few 
days  now.  It  is  probable  that  instead  of  each 
manufacturer  sending  his  travelers  out  to 
compete  with  the  travelers  of  other  A.  B.  C. 
concerns  in  securing  the  patronage  of  jobbers, 
the  latter  will  be  communicated  with  at  the 
least  possible  expense.  The  hop-skip-and- 
jump  days  are  over.  Nearly  every  jobber 
knows  what  line  of  wheels  he  likes  to  handle, 
and  he  knows  that  it  is  no  longer  worth  his 
while  to  be  fickle  for  the  sake  of  a  few  cents' 
advantage  on  a  machine  entire,  or  on  any 
part  thereof.  It  seems  probable  that  he  will 
prefer  to  buy  the  line  of  goods  that  he  has 
been  using,  at  just  about  the  same  price  and 
preferably  fully  equipped.  The  Wheel  be- 
lieves that  the  policy  of  the  A.  B.  C.  will  be 
to  continue  the  interest  of  each  jobber  in  the 
line  he  has  previously  handled  and  been 
pleased  with.  That  plan  will  not  be  displeas- 
ing to  the  jobber  and  will  be  an  economy  for 
the  A.  B.  C.  _ 

It  has  been  estimated  that  of  the  total  of  say 
800,000  bicycles  to  be  marketed  in  1900,  some- 
thing over  200,000  will  be  sold  through  job- 
bers, department  stores  and  mail-order 
houses;  about  100,000  through  jobbers  alone. 

From  Chicago  comes  the  rumor  that  the  big 
jobbing  concern  of  Hibbard,  Spencer,  Bartlett 
&  Co.,  just  subsequent  to  their  placing  an 
order  for  6,000  machines  with  an  "outside" 
manufacturer,  were  informed  from  an  A.  B.  C. 
source  that  they  were  likely  to  be  sued  on  the 
basis  of  the  bottom-bracket  patent.  Accord- 
ing to  rumor  they  immediately  held  a  consulta- 
tion 'with  the  manufacturer  with  whom  they 
had  placed  their  order,  and  at  last  accounts 
were  considering  the  advisability  of  going 
ahead,  under  the  manufacturer's  assurance  of 
protection  against  suit. 

It  is  understood  that  the  above  matter  de- 
veloped into  a  plan  to  hold  a  "defense  league" 
meeting  in  Chicago  last  Tuesday  night  by  out- 
side manufacturers,  with  a  view  of  defending 
any  maker  or  seller  who  might  be  subjected 
to  suit  by  the  A.  B.  C.  Jobbers  and  manufac- 
turers were  to  be  represented  at  this  meeting. 
The  plan,  as  it  comes  to  The  Wheel,  is  to 
have  a  committee  appointed  to  interest  the 
eastern  contingent  of  manufacturers.  Presum- 
ably the  attitude  of  individual  manufacturers 
toward  the  bottom-bracket  patent,  if  they  are 
asked  by  the  A.  B.  C.  to  respect  it  by  way  of 
royalty,  will  be  regulated  by  individual  ideas 
of  right  and  wrong.  Up  to  yesterday  noon  no 
further  news  had  come  from  Chicago. 


October  12, 


A  FIGHT  BETWEEN  FLINT 

AND  A.  B.  C.  NOT  IMPROBABLE. 


WEDNESDAY,  two  o'clock.— At  this  writ- 
ing tlie  Rubber  Goods  matter  has  not  been 
discussed  by  the  A.  B.  C.  directors,  and  it  is 
not  Hkely  to  be. 

While  it  is' said  that  Mr.  Flint,  who  wants  to 
buy  the  A.  B.  C.  tire  factories,  was  promised 
by  an  A.  B.  C.  officer  that  the  matter  would 
certainly  be  settled  during  this  week's  meeting. 
The  Wheel  was  reliably  told  on  Tuesday  that 
possibly,  if  not  probably,  the  matter  would  be 
virtually  ignored.  There  is  evidently  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion  as  to  whether  Mr.  Flint's  de- 
sire to  absorb  the  properties  should  be  hon- 
ored or  not.  It  cannot  be  definitely  stated 
now  whether  the  directors  considered  the  mat- 
ter or  not  yesterday.  They  did  not  do  so  on 
Tuesday.  It  is  pretty  certain  that  Col.  Pope 
does  not  desire  to  see  the  Hartford  Rubber 
Works  absorbed  by  the  Flint  interests.  The 
popularity  of  Hartford  tires  has  increased  to 
such  an  extent  that  the  works  have  become 


very  valuable.     Col.  Pope's  opinion  and  wish 
amount  to  much  in  A.  B.  C.  deliberations. 

It  is  known  that  the  Flint  interests,  officially 
the  Rubber  Goods  Mfg.  Co.,  are  anxiously 
awaiting  the  result,  and  it  is  pretty  certain  that 
if  the  result  is  not  satisfactory  to  Mr.  Flint, 
bicycles  will  be  manufactured  at  the  Sieg  plant 
in  Kenosha,  Wis.,  under  the  unofficial  man- 
agement of  Morgan  &  Wright,  at  prices  which 
will  not  be  satisfactory  to  the  A.  B.  C.  It  is 
known  that  no  definite  policy  of  aggression  has 
been  decided  upon  by  the  Flint  interests,  and 
in  view  of  the  present  very  small  profit  upon 
bicycles,  and  the  fact  that  that  small  profit  is 
largely  due  to  the  high  manufacturing  cost  of 
tires,  it  would  be  only  natural  if  the  Flint  in- 
terests would  think  long  before  indulging  in 
price-cutting,  and  in  lawsuits  which  might  be 
inaugurated  on  the  basis  of  infringement  of 
the  A.  B.  C.  bottom-bracket  patent.  To  re- 
duce the  price  of  bicycles  at  this  time  is  re- 
garded by  many  as  practically  impossible. 


LATEST  NEWS  Of  THE  OITSIDE  COMBINE. 


The  Wheel  was  reliably  informed  yester- 
day morning  that  there  have  not  yet  been  any 
decisive  developments  in  the  so-called  Mc- 
Mullen  combine.  It  is  known  to  be  Mr.  Mc- 
Mullen's  desire  to  foster  further  consolidation, 
and  that  he  regards  something  of  the  sort  as 
inevitable,  and  that  personally  it  makes  no  par- 
ticular difference  to  him  what  form  the  con- 
solidation takes,  or  whether  it  takes  any  form 
at  all.  His  wealth  and  other  interests  are 
large.  It  would  not  be  surprising  if  the  plan 
upon  which  he  has  been  working  does  not 
eventuate  according  to  schedule,  that  there 
may  be  tangential  development,  resulting  in  an 
enlargement  of  the  idea,  which  has  just  been 
carried  into  effect  by  three  western  manu- 
facturers, who  will  hereafter  make  all  their 
goods  in  one  factory.  It  is  known  that  these 
three  concerns  are  among  those  who  have 
been  in  communication   with   Mr.   McMullen, 


and  it  is  reported  from  Chicago  that  other 
manufacturers  are  thinkmg  favorably  of  an 
enlargement  of  the  present  triumvirate.  As 
previously  stated,  much  depends  upon  the 
views  of  the  directors  of  some  concerns  who 
are  absent  in  Europe. 

A  short  time  ago  there  appeared  in  several 
New  York  newspapers,  simultaneously,  a 
paragraph  which  was  about  as  intelligible  up- 
side down  as  right  side  up.  It  was  a  mealy, 
quick-sandy  bit  of  diplomatic  wording 
that  must  have  originated  somewhere  and 
must  have  had  a  purpose.  Outwardly,  it  was 
to  the  effect  that  it  was  a  nice  day  and  that 
the  A.  B.  C.  was  not  likely  to  antagonize  the 
"second"  or  "McMullen"  combine,  if  it  were 
formed.  No  light  could  be  thrown  upon  the 
paragraph  in  the  local  McMullen  office.  Some 
day  the  true  inwardness  of  that  paragraph 
may  be  revealed. 


PROBABLE  ATTITUDE  TOWARD  RETAIL  DEALERS. 


While  the  plan  of  not  sending  various  travel- 
ing salesmen  to  the  various  jobbers  would 
seem  to  be  entirely  warranted,  the  same  plan 
could  not  very  well  be  applied  to  the  handling 
of  retailers.  The  retailer  who  is  not  personal- 
ly visited  at  least  once  each  season  by  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  brand  of  wheels  he  is  selling 
is  extremely  likely  to  be  weaned  away.  In  a 
measure,  of  course,  retailers  are  covered  by 
the  travelers  of  the  large  hardware  jobbing 
houses,  and  the  limitation  of  the  cycle  travel- 
er's future  will  to  an  important  extent  be 
regulated  by  the  growing  power  of  the  hard- 
ware dealer,  and  the  big  jobber  from  whom  he 
buys  bicycles  and  tin  pans. 

While  this  statement  is  written  before  ac- 
tual consideration  of  the  matter  by  the  direc- 
tors, it  may  be  safely  concluded  that,  as  stated 
last  week,  no  really  desirable  retailer  is  likely 
to  be  dispensed  with.  A  statement  published 
last  week  in  an  eastern  city  to  the  effect  that 


a  close  relative  of  one  of  the  principal  A.  B.  C. 
officers  would  control  all  the  A.  B.  C.  brands 
in  that  city,  in  a  retail  store  which  he 
had  just  purchased,  is  characterized  as  absurd 
by  the  officer  in  question.  If  it  were  true,  the 
relation  between  this  particular  retailer  and 
the  officer  would  of  course  indicate  the  gen- 
eral policy  to  be  pursued — the  concentration 
in  each  city  in  one  establishment  of  all  the 
brands.  Such  a  plan  would  be  suicidal  and 
may  as  well  be  regarded  as  nonsensical  and 
altogether  improbable  now  or  at  any  time.  It 
would  not  be  surprising  if  a  circular  letter 
were  mailed  early  next  week  from  A.  B.  C. 
headquarters  to  a  large  number  of  desirable 
retailers. 

List  prices  of  bicycles  cannot  be  made  high- 
er just  at  this  time,  and  on  account  of  the 
high  cost  of  materials  they  certainly  cannot  be 
reduced — speaking  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
A.  B.  C.  and  makers  generally.    Existing  con- 


ditions would  also  suggest  the  impossibility 
of  changing  the  terms  of  payment,  discount, 
etc.,  between  makers  and  dealers.  All  this  has 
a  bearing  upon  the  question  of  installment 
sales,  which,  under  present  conditions,  must 
be  settled  by  each  retailer  according  to  his 
own  environments. 

Options  must  necessarily  be  decreased,  and 
the  tendency  will  undoubtedly  be  to  furnish 
machines  completely  equipped.  The  more 
dealers  study  these  matters  of  options  and 
equipment  the  more  likely  they  are  to  decide 
that  the  least  expensive  way  is  to  handle  a 
machine  just  as  it  comes  from  the  factory,  and 
to  make  just  as  little  change  in  its  equipment 
as  possible. 

There  could  be  no  better  assurance  of  the 
fact  that  good  agents  are  to  be  retained  by 
the  individual  A.  B.  C.  concerns  they  have 
represented  in  the  past  than  the  following 
statement  by  the  Western  Wheel  Works: 

Crescent  agents  we  know  are  intensely  interested 
as  to  what  improvements  we  will  adopt  and  what  our 
plans  are  for  1900.  The  talk  of  trusts  and  the  talk 
against  trusts  has  not  bothered  us  at  all.  We  have 
attended  strictly  to  business,  and  we  are  better  pre- 
pared for  the  business  of  1900,  and  at  an  earlier  date, 
than  ever  before.  Our  1899  business  has  been  the 
most  satisfactory  of  any.  The  fewer  number  of 
models  has  enabled  us  to  make  better  bicycles 
and  sell  them  for  less  money.  A  good  stock  all 
the  time  of  regular  equipment  and  fewer  options  have 
enabled  us  to  ship  more  promptly,  and  there  have 
been  less  orders  canceled.  The  only  delay  was  with 
the  chainless  in  the  early  part  of  the  season.  We 
are  in  shape  to  put  out  more  and  better  bicycles 
than  ever  before,  and  we  are  going  to  make  a  strong 
and  aggressive  fight  for  a  larger  share  of  the  trade  of 
1900.  The  fall  business  promises  to  be  exceptionally 
good,  and  it  is  very  important  for  every  Crescent 
agent  to  keep  up  his  advertising  for  Crescents  in  the 
newspapers  and  otherwise  during  the  fall  months. 
Crescent  agents  know  that  Crescent  bicycles  satisfy 
the  rider,  and  that  it  is  a  wheel  that  can  be  de- 
pended upon  day  in  and  day  out,  and  that  it  is  a 
bicycle  they  want  to  sell  next  year;  THEREFORE 
DO  NOT  LET  THE  PEOPLE  IN  YOUR  LOCAL- 
ITY LOSE  SIGHT  OF  THE  FACT  THAT  YOU 
NOW  ARE  AND  INTEND  TO  BE  IN  THE 
FUTURE    THE    CRESCENT    AGENT. 

We  have  our  plans  arranged  for  next  season's  busi- 
ness. We  wish  we  could  give  our  agents  full  in- 
formation at  this  time,  but  we  want  to  be  in  shape 
to  take  their  orders  just  as  soon  as  we  can  explain 
the  good  things  we  have  for  them.  We  will  be  able 
to  do  this  in  a  very  short  time,  and  we  know  that 
the  information  will  be  of  interest  to  you.  It  will  be 
in  ample  time  for  next  season's  trade.  We  wish  to 
say,  however,  that  there  is  every  good  reason  why 
agents   should  handle  Crescents   exclusively  in  1900. 

Desirable  retail  dealers  have  received  a  cir- 
cular letter  from  the  A.  B.  C.  to  this  effect: 
"Do  not  place  your  orders  for  next  year  until 
you  hear  from  us.  We  want  your  trade  and 
are  prepared  to  give  you  good  prices  on  all 
grades  of  wheels.  We  will  be  in  a  position 
to  do  business  in  a  short  time,  and  would  be 
pleased  to  hear  from  you." 

Dealers  are  replying  to  the  letter,  and  the 
fact  crops  out  that  in  doing  so  some  of  them 
have  declined  to  tie  themselves  to  A.  B.  C. 
brands,  to  the  exclusion  of  "outside"  brands 
which  they  have  found  profitable. 

Perhaps  the  matter  of  patronizing  cycle 
shows  came  up  yesterday.  Perhaps  not.  By 
one  of  the  officers  it  was  considered  prob- 
lematical. At  the  same  time  the  subject  will 
not  be  ignored.  If  it  is  found  desirable  that 
the  A.  B.  C.  patronize  shows  it  will  be  done. 
It  is  a  bridge  to  be  crossed  when  necessary, 
or^earlier  if  convenient. 


1899. 


ADLAKE-LONN  AMERICA— 

THE   THREE  PLANTS    COMBINED. 


On  October  7  there  was  completed  what 
may  be  called  the  Lonn  Mfg.  Co.,  which  will 
manufacture  bicycles  at  Laporte,  Ind.,  or 
Bradley,  111.  The  'main  office  will  be  in  Chi- 
cago. 

The  meaning  of  the  above  is  that  the 
Adams  &  Westlake  Co.,  of  Chicago;  the 
David  Bradley  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Chicago,  and  the 
J.  Lonn  &  Sons  Co.,  of  Laporte,  Ind.,  have 
arranged  to  drop  their  present  bicycle-mak- 
ing facilities  and  manufacture  their  respective 
brands  of  bicycles  in  a  joint  plant,  for  econ- 
omy's sake.  It  is  a  manufacturing  arrange- 
ment, nothing  more.  The  assets  and  liabili- 
ties of  the  three  concerns  named  do  not  fig- 
ure in  it  at  all.  None  of  its  stock  will  be  of- 
fered to  outsiders.  It  will  be  an  Illinois  cor- 
poration and  will  have  a  paid-up  capital  of 
$250,000. 

No  name  has  as  yet  been  decided  upon. 
Mr.  David  Bradley  has  been  mentioned  as 
prospective  president.  The  president  and  di- 
rectors are  to  be  elected  as  soon  as  possible. 
Meantime,  C.  Julius  Lonn  will  act  as  secre- 
tary and  manager,  and  J.  Will  Lonn  as  treas- 
urer. 

The  factory  capacity  is  to  be  60,000  to  100,- 
000.  Jobbers  as  well  as  retail  dealers  will  be 
supplied.  The  Wheel  is  reliably  informed 
that  "lists  and  prices  will  be  right."  The 
three  concerns  have  their  1900  models  ready 
now. 

An  item  of  importance  is  the  fact  that  it  is 


expected  with  a  reasonable  degree  of  certainty 
that  several  other  cycle  manufacturers  who 
have  been  approached  will  transfer  their  prop- 
erties to  the  new  company  and  take  stock. 
But  whether  or  not  this  occurs,  the  taking 
over  of  the  three  plants  already  mentioned  by 
the  new  co-operative  company  is  an  absolute 
certainty. 

The  output  of  the  three  companies  totaled 
this  present  season  about  35,000  wheels. 

David  Bradley,  whom  the  daily  press  has 
mentioned  as  probable  president,  has  been 
dead  six  months.  The  three  combining  fac- 
tories are  all  well  known  to  the  trade,  and 
have  been  factors  in  it. 

The  David  Bradley  Co.  make  the  America. 
They  succeeded  to  the  business  of  the  defunct 
America  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  and  have  been  a 
Gibraltar  concern  financially.  Their  product 
has  always  been  esteemed  high  grade.  They 
have  an  immense  factory  for  the  manufacture 
of  other  lines  at  Bradley,  111.,  to  which  they 
contemplate  moving  their  cycle  plant. 

The  Lonn  Company  have  climbed  the  ladder 
very  quickly  since  their  inaugural  season,  four 
years  ago.  They  have  aimed  to  make  a  quick- 
selling,  low-priced  but  satisfactory  product, 
and  have  sold  largely  through  jobbers. 

The  Adams  &  Westlake  Co.  are  so  consti- 
tuted as  to  be  quite  unable  to  make  other  than 
high-class  stufif.  Their  wheel,  the  Adlake,  has 
been  aptly  classed  by  them  "a  wheel  of  high 
degree." 


WHAT  rS  HAPPENING  IN  THE  fACTORIES. 


Toledo,  Oct.  10. — Traveling  men  who  have 
been  on  the  road  for  the  Lozier,  the  Viking 
and  the  Colton  companies  are  looking  for 
other  positions.  They  have  been  given  a  quiet, 
and  authoritative  tip  that  they  will  be  dis- 
pensed with. 

Job-hunting  is  also  being  indulged  in  by  all 
men  in  authority  in  the  factories  and  retail 
stores.  It  is  about  definitely  settled  that  Ed- 
ward Eager,  the  former  manager  of  the  Vi- 
king, is  to  be  the  Toledo  representative  of  the 
A.  B.  C,  and  he  has  been  in  conference  with 
the  powers  that  be  a  number  of  times  during 
the  past  two  weeks.  Mr.  Eager  is  at  present 
managing  the  down-town  store  of  the  Viking, 
and  in  connection  is  running  an  athletic  goods 
department.  It  is  understood  that  he  will  not 
give  up  this  business  but  will  turn  over  the 
management  to  one  of  his  present  employes. 
The  force  in  the  Viking  store  will  be  the  only 
one  retained,  and  they  will  not  actually  be  in 
the  employ  of  the  A.  B.  C,  but  will  be  the  em- 
ployes of  E.  G.  Eager  &  Co. 

The  A.  B.  C.  will  have  one  general  office, 
which  will  be  in  the  building  occupied  by  the 
retail  room.  It  is  believed  on  good  authority 
that  this  will  be  something  of  a  pretentious 
afifair,  and  that  Toledo  will  handle  a  large  part 
of  the  Western  trade  on  account  of  the  rail- 
road facilities  afforded. 

Mr.  Eager  will  have  a  separate  foreman  for 
each  one  of  the  factories,  who  in  turn  will 
employ  all  the  help  used  in  his  department.  It 
is  definitely  known  that  in  Toledo  there  will 
be   but  three   grades   of   wheels   made.     The 


Lozier  factory  will  turn  out  the  "high  grade" 
machines,  the  Viking  will  handle  "popular 
priced"  goods,  while  the  Colton  will  turn  out 
the  cheaper  grades  and  the  children's  bicycles. 
It  is  probable  that  the  Colton  will  be  rather  a 
reserve  factory,  which  will  be  closed  down  or 
used  as  the  occasion  requires. 

At  the  present  time,  while  the  A.  B.  C.  has 
actual  control  of  the  factories,  there  is  no  one 
in  authority  except  the  former  owners  of  the 
plants.  All  the  factories  are  shut  down  ex- 
cept as  there  is  a  little  assembling  going  on  to 
work  up  the  stock  now  on  hand.  This  stock 
will  be  disposed  of  during  the  winter,  and  the 
new  styles  will  be  put  out  for  next  season's 
trade. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  A.  B.  C.  will  cut 
off  a  large  amount  of  the  help  employed  in  the 
factories.  It  has  been  estimated,  by  a  man  in 
position  to  know,  that  fully  200  of  those  em- 
ployed in  making  bicycles  in  Toledo  will  be 
compelled  to  find  other  employment.  This 
he  told  The  Wheel  representative,  and  he 
based  his  estimate  on  the  fact  that  the  turning 
out  of  so  few  styles  would  shut  of?  some,  while 
the  various  departments  making  special  feat- 
ures for  wheels  will  be  entirely  eliminated. 

Mr.  Peter,  the  former  proprietor  of  the  Vi- 
king factory,  has  already  moved  his  effects 
from  the  factory,  and  has  surrendered  every 
part  of  his  plant  to  the  A.  B.  C.  It  is  known 
that  the  transfer  made  by  Mr.  Lozier  did  not 
include  all  of  his  factory  building.  This  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  $50,000  is  all  he  is 
credited  with  getting  for  the  plant.     He  will 


retain  a  part  of  it,  and  will  use  it  in  making 
naphtha  launches.  This  industry  will  of  course 
be  distinct  from  the  bicycle  business,  but  will 
occupy  a  part  of  the  plant.  Mr.  Lozier  has 
made  this  deal  because,  being  a  big  operator, 
he  practically  dictated  his  terms,  and  he  de- 
sired to  take  care  of  Mr.  Burwell,  who  has 
been  a  valuable  man  in  building  up  the  Lozier 
business. 

To  Retain  Firm  Names. 

There  has  never  been  any  doubt  that'  the 
policy  of  the  A.  B.  C.  would  be  to  retain  the 
firm  names  of  absorbed  concerns.  This  sur- 
mise is  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  the  two 
former  managers  of  the  Indiana  Novelty  Mfg. 
Co.,  which  will  supply  rims  to  A.  B.  C.  con- 
cerns, have  been  retained  by  President  Spald- 
ing to  conduct  the  business  under  the  old 
firm  name.  "I  am  wondering,"  said  a  bicycle 
maker  a  few  days  ago,  "if  this  policy  will  be 
applied  to  other  concerns.  If  it  is,  I  feel  quite 
confident  that  it  will  be  more  successful  than 
otherwise.  The  less  appearance  of  any 
changes  in  the  management  aud  handling  of 
the  various  companies  purchased,  the  more 
likely  they  will  be  to  retain  their  old  trade, 
as  most  of  this  trade  has  been  secured  on  ac- 
count of  certain  individualities  which  the 
various  concerns  possess,  and  which  has  ap- 
pealed to  the  people  who  are  patronizing. 
Changes  in  these  individualities  will  have  a 
tendency  to  unsettle,  and  possibly  dissatisfy 
their  trade;  and,  instead  of  other  members  of 
the  A.  B.  C.  securing  the  trade  which  they 
would  lose,  the  chances  are  it  would  go  to 
outside  eoncerns.  I  consider,  therefore,  that 
the  nearer  we  can  come  to  handling  our  busi- 
ness just  the  same  as  we  always  have  handled 
it,  making  the  changes  gradually,  and,  if 
necessary,  taking  four  or  five  years  to  do  it, 
the  more  likely  we  will  each  of  us  be  to 
make  a  success  of  the  factories  over  which 
we  preside. 

"Personally,  I  am  satisfied  in  my  own  mind 
that,  if  our  selling  force  was  to  he  disorgan- 
ized or  meddled  with  a  great  deal,  it  would 
result  in  the  loss  of  more  than  half  our  busi- 
ness, and  it  would  not  go  to  other  members 
of  the  A.  B.  C.  either;  but,  if  they  will  con- 
tinue to  let  me  control  this  force,  I  can  turn 
over  to  them  within  the  next  two  years  at 
least  90  per  cent  of  our  customers,  and  I  am 
also  satisfied  that  I  could  turn  over  to  them 
at  least  double  the  business  we  now  have." 

Parts  Factory  Will  Grow. 

According  to  C.  S.  Smith,  of  C.  J.  Smith  & 
Sons'  Co.,  Milwaukee,  the  transfer  of  that 
property  to  the  A.  B.  C.  'will  benefit  Milwau- 
kee greatly,  as  the  factory,  which  employs 
about  300  hands,  is  to  be  kept  in  operation  to 
its  full  capacity  all  the  year  around  hereafter, 
instead  of  being  operated  heavily  only  during 
the  season  when  the  demand  for  bicycle  parts 
is  greatest,  as  has  been  done  heretofore.  It 
is  believed  that  the  factory  has  a  capacity 
sufficient  to  supply  most  of  the  bicycle  parts 
required  in  the  manufacture  of  wheels  in  the 
A.  B.  C.  factories.  Mr.  Smith  is  locally 
quoted  as  saying  that  an  effort  would  be 
made  to  have  parts  of  the  wheels  made  in  the 
different  factories  of  one  standard,  so  that  the 
parts  made  in  the  Smith  factory  will  be 
available  for  use  in  all  the  different  factories. 
Mr.  Smith  denied  the  report  that  bicycles 
would  be  manufactured  in  the  Smith  plant. 

Albert   O.   Smith   is  to  be  manager  of  the 
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No.  1  PEDAL. 

There  is  nothing  that  has  been  honestly  made  and   advertised  that  is  better  known  to-day  than  the 

RECORD  PEDAL. 

In  the  first  place,  its  intrinsic  value; 
f      Second,  its   originality,   and   lastly,  the   compliments  that   have  been   paid   os   by 
unscrupulous    manufacturers     and     pedal    makers    in     deliberately     stealing    our 
''design." 

The  RECORD  PEDAL  is  the  original  of  its  kind.     Our  competitors  admit  it. 

We  invite  correspondence  from  jobbers  and  manufacturers  on  J  900  business.      We  are  ready. 

RECORD  PEDAL  MEG.  CO., '''  '^""""ts&ass. 


And  Why 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Why  Pierce  Wheels  Run  Easily. 


•DILHERE 


Will  be  used  in  1900. 


Hubs  properly  designed  and  perfectly  made  by 
The  George  N.  Pierce  Co.  from  Tool-Steel. 

The    Best   are   the   Cheapest 
To   Sell   and   to    Ride. 


THE  GEORGE  N.  PIERCE  CO. 


BUFFALO, 

S?a\°o"f.K.      NOT   IN    A   TRUST. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
0t0^0><i)><!)+0>0+0-f0+0^^"t^H^-f0t0^f0t0-f0-f0t0>^ 
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nVE  EGGS  IN  A  BASKET. 


RECENTLY  it  has  been  the  pleasant  duty  of  The  Wheel 
to  commend  the  wholesome,  non-secretive  manner  in 
which  the  Canadian  cycle  combine  has  submitted  its  affairs  to 
the  inspection  of  the  public.  Just  as  soon  as  the  organization 
was  assured,  one  of  its  leaders  put  himself  at  the  disposal  of 
newspaper  men.  The  resulf  was  a  series  of  reports  satisfying 
in  regard  to  those  details  which,  while  not  technically  public 
property,  are  the  elements  which  invite  cordiality  or  suspicion, 
according  as  they  are  withheld  or  freely  exposed  to  the  light. 

Subsequently  came  the  prospectus  of  the  combine,  widely 
published  and  submitting  to  the  eye  of  possible  investors  and 
others  all  the  detail  that  could  possibly  be  expected.  Its 
frankness  must  have  had  much  to  do  with  the  subsequent 
splendid  over-subscription  for  the  securities  of  the  new  com- 
pany. 

And  now  the  Canadian  combination  is  ready  to  do  business 
with  the  bicycle  buyer.  Evidence  of  this  is  a  double-page  ad- 
vertisement in  a  Canadian  cycling  journal.  The  wording  of 
the  advertisement  is  as  frank  and  wholesome  as  the  combine's 
preceding  utterances.  It  is  the  last  play  in  the  previously  ex- 
cellent campaign  for  the  disarming  of  that  dislike  for  labor- 
saving  combinations  which  is  naturall}-  to  be  found  in  the 
dealer — the  man  who'  sells  the  goods — if  not  in  the  buyer  him- 
self. 

The  advertisement  names  the  brands  of  wheels  for  sale,  and 
proclaims  that  they  are  "made  in  Canada,  with  Canadian  cap- 
ital, by  Canadian  mechanics,  for  Canadians."  For  agencies 
and  other  information,  bicycle  dealers  are  "cordially  invited" 
to  write,  etc.     The  advertisement  goes  on  to  tell  that. 

The  wheels  that  have  been  leaders  in  the  past  will  distance  all 
others  in  the  future. 

Individuality  and   popular  features  of  each  wheel  retained. 

A  full  and  complete  line  in  each  model,  both  chain  and  chainless, 
for  each  agent. 

And  so  forth.     An  advertisement  thoroughly  consistent  with 


the  general  plan  of  disarming  prejudice  against  a  combine,  but 
nevertheless  a  poor,  losing  advertisement.  An  apology.  A 
penny-saving  device. 

IT  IMPAIRS  THE  INDIVIDUALITY  OF  EACH  OF 
THE  BRANDS  NAMED.  .  It  disclaims  this.  Btit  the  fact 
is  perfectly  evident.     All  the  eggs  are  in  one  basket. 

Five  brands  are  advertised.  It  would  cost  very  little  more 
to  advertise  each  of  the  brands  separately,  devoting  a  half-page 
advertisement  to  each,  and  the  individuality  of  each  brand — 
the  individuality  upon  which  thousands  of  dollars  were  ex- 
pended in  order  to  build  it  up — the  "good-will"  for  which  the 
combine  had  to  pay  a  big  price — could  be  preserved.  As  it  is, 
all  of  the  five  brands  smile  ingenuously  at  you  from  the  center 
of  the  "combine"  ad.  and  seem  to  say:  "Here  we  are,  all  to- 
gether. You  see  what  is  said  on  this  page  about  our  'indi- 
viduality' and  'popular  features.'  It's  all  so.  We  know  you 
think  it  queer  that  five  incomparables  like  us  should  be  huddled 
together  in  one  bunch.  We  must  admit  we  feel  crowded.  But 
we  can't  help  ourselves.  We  hope  it'  will  turn  out  all  right  in 
the  end.     Come  and  see  us." 

Apologetic  explanation,  or  explanatory  apology,  is  written 
plainly  all  over  that  double-page  ad.  and  between  the  lines.  It 
is  consequently  all  wrong.  The  best  business  is  not  the  result 
of  wheedling,  of  apology.  Apparently,  if  not  actually,  each 
brand  of  goods  that  is  to  succeed  must  go  it  alone — must  stand 
upon  its  own  bottom  and  appear  to  be  a  hot  competitor  of  its 
fellows.  Competition  is  the  life  of  trade.  This  truism  is  born 
of  experience,  has  been  nourished  at  the  bosom  of  human  na- 
■  ture,  and  will  be  a  truism  long  after  "combine"  and  other 
efforts  to  throttle  it  have  passed  away.  Remove  competition, 
or  the  appearance  of  it,  and  you  simply  create  a  void  which  will 
sooner  or  later  be  filled  by  new  blood.  The  Canadian  com- 
bine's policy,  up  to  the  point  of  advertising  its  goods,  has  been 
all  right.  Its  method  of  exploiting  its  goods  is  all  wrong. 
The  buyer  of  bicycles  doesn't  care  a  little  bit  for  the  ex- 
planatory apology.  He  wants  to  buy  and  ride  a  bicycle  that, 
apparently  at  least,  has  won  its  spurs  in  hot  mechanical  and 
commercial  competition.  He  wants  a  bicycle  built  on  battle, 
not  on  combine  mush. 

Will  the  United  States  combine  commit  a  similar  mistake? 
For  its  own  sake,  for  the  sake  of  common  sense  and  eventual 
solidity  in  the  bicycle  business,  we  hope  not.  To  all  but  the 
pin-head  and  penny-wise  our  disinterestedness,  at  least,  will  be 
obvious. 


TRIIMPH  OE  THE  INDIVIDIAL. 


IN  its  ultimate  workings,  and  after  the  birth-throes  have 
ceased,  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  is  certain  to  grind  out 
some  brainy  men.  The  company  is  vast,  ramified,  mammoth. 
Its  wheels  can  be  lubricated  only  by  brains.  At  the  head  of  the 
corporation  to-day  are  men  whose  names  spell  success.  But 
in  the  management  of  so  gigantic  a  ship,  these  men  can  be 
little  more  than  chief  officers.  The  actual  hand-to-hand  labor 
must  be  left  to  others. 

In  the  bicycle  trade  there  are  to-day  certain  quiet,  brainy 
fellows  to  whom  this  corporation  will  afford  an  opportunity  for 
something  beyond  local  prominence.  Within  it,  these  men  can 
find  scope  for  hitherto  bridled  talent,  and  heretofore  limited 
ability.  And  these  fame-seekers  must  remember  that  the  cor- 
poration can  live  only  on  individuality.  In  the  private  concern, 
the  owner,  or  "boss,"  or  head  man,  usually  supplies  the  initial 
dynamic  impulse,  and  he  it  is  who,  directly  or  indirectly,  elec- 
trifies his  aid.  In  the  corporation,  which  is  largely  a  commer- 
cial   enterprise   of   magnificent    distances,   and    in    which   the' 
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personal  touch  is  not  the  rule,  each  layer  of  the  business  must 
be  in  the  hands  of  a  man  who  is  himself  a  creator  and  a  captain. 
The  man  who  seeks  a  big  salary,  and  honor,  and  power  and 
topnotchdom  in  the  big  corporation  must  hew  sharply  and  in- 
sistently at  his  work,  nor  must  he  permit  himself  to  be  stifled 
with  red  tape.  He  must  not  stand  too  much  in  fear  of  official- 
dom, but  must  vitalize  general  orders  and  fixed  policies  with  a 
liberal  dose  of  self. 

The  difficulty  of  making  headway  in  the  great  corporation  is, 
be  it  remembered,  much  greater  than  in  the  private  concern. 
In  the  corporation  there  is  less  individual  interest,  and  ambi- 
tion is  on  the  ebb  rather  than  on  the  flow.  Again,  the  giant 
corporation  is  weighted,  as  a  rule,  with  favorites,  sinecurists 
and  obscurists.  It  is  with  this  unalive  material  that  the  leaping 
man  will  have  to  work.  He  will  advance  slowly.  The  task  is 
difficult,  but  the  reward  is  great.  For  in  the  corporation,  when 
once  you  have  climbed  the  heights,  there  is  more  fixity  and 
permanence  than  there  is  in  the  smaller,  or  in  the  private 
concern. 


WHAT  DO  YOU  THINK? 


WE  beg  to  submit  to  your  attention,  dear  reader,  an  extract 
from  a  letter  recently  written  by  the  advertising  man- 
ager of  a  concern  which  desires  to  show  "economical"  manage- 
ment in  the  year  1900: 

Since  we  have  closed  our  books  I  find  that  we  have  increased  our 
business  in  dollars  and  cents  nearly  60  per  cent  over  last  year.  We 
have  actually  sold  more  than  100  per  cent  more  wheels.  This  has 
been  done  on  a  traveling  expense  a  great  deal  less  than  last  year,  and 
that,  too,  with  one  man  more  on  our  staff.  We  have  also  increased 
the  'number  of  agents  in  '99  over  that  of  '98  by  over  50  per  cent. 
Everything  taken  into  consideration,  it  looks  to  me  as  if  our  adver- 
tising the  past  year  had  been  a  howling  success.  It  is  true,  we  have 
not  gotten  as  much  for  our  goods  in  '99  as  we  got  in  '98,  but  we  got 
as  much  as  anyone  else  did,  and  that  is  as  much  as  could  be  ex- 
pected; yet,  in  view  of  these  cold,  hard  facts,  the  management  of  our 
business  thinks   it   advisable  not  to  advertise  another  year. 

We  have  our  own  opinion  of  the  "economy"  of  such  manage- 
ment.   What  do  vou  think  about  it? 


MAKERS  of  carriages  have  an  association.  They  main- 
tain technical  schools.  Periodically  they  meet  and  talk 
over  styles  and  business  plans.  At  these  meetings  parts  are 
shown  for  mutual  information.  They  manage  to  maintain 
competition  without  enmity.  They  also  have  an  annual  show 
for  the  retail  trade  and  public.  Makers  of  harness  work  in  much 
the  same  way.  So  do  stove  manufacturers.  Now  there  is  talk 
of  an  association  of  hardware  manufacturers.  Hardware  job- 
bers have  long  been  fraternally  organized.  The  cycle  trade 
has  never  had  a  satisfactory  degree  of  fraternahsm.  That  ele- 
ment is  just  as  necessary  under  "combine"  conditions  as  other- 
wise. Lack  of  it  means  the  lack  of  really  intelligent  individual 
competition  and  general  co-operation.  Cycle  shows  have  fur- 
nished the  only  semblance  of  the  needed  opportunity  which  the 
cycle  trade  has  had.  Perhaps  the  combined  concerns  will 
hereafter  have  better  consultive  facilities.  They  will  need 
them.  Mere  instructions  from  headquarters  will  decrease  the 
value  of  individualities  which  have  been  considered  valuable 
enough  to  buy  in. 

•     ♦     # 

WITH  two  makes  of  motor  tricycles  being  vigorously  ad- 
vertised in  English  cycling  journals,  and  evidence  of 
awakening  interest  in  automobiles  of  this  type  among  English 
cycling  oracles,  there  is  hope  of  an  early  demonstration  of  the 
future  of  motor-cycling  in  England,  as  distinguished  from  the 
larger  field  of  automobilism.  Motor-tricycles  are  numerously 
ridden  in  France,  and  we  believe  would  quickly  become  popu- 


lar here,  despite  American  roads  and  all,  if  they  were  properly 
advertised.  But.  wdiile  we  wait  for  American  enterprise  to 
wake  up,  the  growth  of  the  British  article  will  be  watched  and 

recorded  with  interest. 

*  *     * 

REFERRING  to  an  editorial,  "Terms,  Cash,"  which  re- 
cently appeared  in  this  journal:  It  is  believed  by  authori- 
ties that,  in  spite  of  the  apparent  prevalence  of  the  installment- 
payment  system,  the  country  was  never  as  near  a  spot-cash 
basis  as  it  is  to-day.  This  is  due  to  the  very  rapid  development 
of  current  business  within  the  past  year,  and  particularly  within 
the  past  six  months.  The  competition  has  been  among  buy- 
ers, rather  than  among  sellers.  The  absorption  of  money  into 
stocks,  notably  those  of  the  industrial  classes,  has  had  less  to 
do  with  the  shortage  of  money  and  change  in  terms  of  credit 

Lhan  many  suppose. 

*  «     » 

IN  the  warm  and  joyous  month  of  July,  A.  D.  1899,  the  cycle 
makers  of  these  United  States  shipped  into  Germany  3,172 
cwt.  of  bicycles.  Germany,  for  some  good  Teutonic  reason, 
reckons  exports  and  imports  by  the  ton,  which  is  an  unfair  dis- 
crimination against  the  fairy-like  American  wheel.  Neverthe- 
less, our  share  of  German  trade  for  July  was  nearly  three  times 
as  large  as  that  of  any  other  cotmtry.  Great  Britain's  share 
was  562  cwt. — a  measly  quota,  when  it  is  remembered  that  the 
average  English  bicycle,  fully  equipped  with  mud-guards  and 
the  usual  thick  coating  of  British  "quality,"  weighs  about  a 

hundred  pounds. 

*  *     * 

FROM  a  traveling  salesman  of  the  quieter  sort  comes  a 
statement  of  his  own  experience  in  competition  with  the 
unnecessarily  noisy  variety,  recently  referred  to  in  these  col- 
umns as  not  necessarily  the  best  kind  of  men  to  send  into  the 
West.  The  quiet  salesman  aforesaid  claims  to  have  followed  in 
the  tracks  of  the  noisy  ones,  and  to  have  found  profitable  busi- 
ness which  the  over-exuberant  gentlemen  had  overlooked  or 

scared  away. 

«     *     * 

STEEL  billets  have  gone  down  half  a  dollar  in  Pittsburgh, 
and  it  would  seem  unlikely  that  much  further  advance  is 
possible.  The  general  pressure  of  preparation  for  next  year's 
business  seems  to  be  as  great  as  it  will  be.  Pittsburgh  steel 
prices  are  over  twice  as  high  as  they  were  a  year  ago.  Chicago 
prices  have  now  been  stationary  for  three  weeks,  and  Philadel- 
phia prices  for  two  weeks. 

■&     *     * 

RETAIL  hardw^are  dealers  are  sending  in  more  orders,  in 
some  lines,  than  can  be  conveniently  handled  by  jobbers 
and  manufacturers.  There  is  unprecedented  snap  and  vigor 
in  the  hardware  business.     It  augurs  well  for  the  cycle  trade  as 

well. 

*  *     * 

IF  you  want  evidence  of  the  law  of  supply  and  demand,  study 
the  Patent  Office  reports.  Inventors  are  busy  now  on  the 
problems  of  acetylene  generation  and  automatic  coaster- 
brakes. 


w 


HILE  New  York  cyclists  are  fighting  for  a  way  across 
the  old  Bridge  they  should  not  lose  sight  of  the  new 


one. 


B 


USINESS  failures  are  steadily  decreasing.     "Tidings  of 
comfort  and  joy." 


N  a  few  weeks  there  will  be  the  biggest  scramble  for  busi- 
ness vou  ever  saw. 
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A.  B.  C.  MATTERS — continued  from  page  9. 


plant  of  the  Smith  Company,  and  C.  J.  Smith 
will  also  probably  remain  identified  with  the 
plant.  C.  S.  Smith  was  not  prepared  to  say 
whether  he  would  remain  associated  with  the 
company. 

The  Syracuse  Factories. 

A  Syracuse  correspondent  writes:  "It 
seems  to  be  generally  understood  here  that 
the  rumor  regarding  the  consolidation  of  the 
Stearns,  Barnes  and  Syracuse  plants  is  cor- 
rect. The  fact  is  that  the  Barnes  Company's 
plant  is  not  owned  by  them,  but  is  rented. 
Also  the  Syracuse  plant.  It  is  unnecessary 
to  presume  that  the  American  Bicycle  Co. 
will  concentrate  in  the  Stearns  plant,  as 
they  have  just  purchased  it.  The  latter  has 
capacity  enough  for  the  entire  three.  There 
is  no  question  that  Mr.  Stearns  has  full 
authority  here  in  regard  to  the  three  plants 
mentioned,  and  I  understand  he  is  now  prac- 
tically in  charge  of  the  Barnes  plant." 

One  Lozier  Plant  Busy. 

The  prospect  for  a  lively  season  at  the 
Lozier  factory,  in  Westfield,  Mass.,  is  as 
bright  as  ever,  and  work  upon  the  models  for 
the  coming  season  is  now  under  way.  As  a 
starter,  the  company  has  received  an  order 
for  nearly  4,500  wheels  from  its  agent  in 
Germany,  and  other  foreign  representatives 
will  be  heard  from  before  many  weeks.     The 


company  has  a  splendid  foreign  trade,  and  the 
business  is  increasing  every  year. 

Lest  there  be  misunderstanding  concerning 
the  absorption  of  Harry  Lozier's  work  on 
foreign  trade,  The  Wheel  is  pleased  to  state 
that  Mr.  Lozier  severed  his  connection  with 
the  work  entirely,  by  resignation.  He  would 
not  be  a  figure-head  if  he  were  asked  to.  He 
is  not  built  that  way. 

More  Real  Estate  Transfers. 

Some  additions  to  last  week's  list  of  real 
estate  transfers  to  the  A.  B.  C:  Geneva  Cycle 
Co.,  Geneva,  O.,  $15,000;  Fay  Mfg.  Co.,  Elyria, 
O.,  $100,000;  Indiana  Novelty  Co.,  Plymouth, 
Ind.,  $3,000;  Sterling  Cycle  Works',  Kenosha, 
Wis.,  $50,000,  and  the  assumption  of  a  $50,000 
mortgage. 

Everybody  his  own  guesser,  of  course,  but 
various  people  who  are  entitled  to  do  so  esti- 
mate the  total  output  of  bicycles  for  the  1900 
market  at  about  800,000. 

Twenty-four  Featherstone  travelers  were 
released  about  a  month  ago.  Travelers  for 
the  Pope  Company  are  awaiting  instructions. 
So  are  others. 

A  Toledo  guess  at  the  total  amount  paid 
for  the  Lozier.  Viking  and  Colton  properties 
in  that  city  is  $600,000: 


A.  B.  C's  New  nome. 

Looking  east  out  of  The  Wheel's  sanc- 
tum window,  one  perceives  a  marvelous 
granite  structure  piercing  the  upper  air.  It 
is  the  tallest  piece  of  human  conceit  in  view. 
It  is  called  the  Park  Row  or  Syndicate  Build- 
ing. It  is  near  the  Post  Office,  near  the  City 
Hall,  near  the  Brooklyn  Bridge.  It  is  a 
magnificent  pile  of  architecture.  On  the 
twenty-second  floor,  the  A.  B.  C.  v^rill  have 
its  home.  It  will  occupy  the  entire  floor. 
One  of  Richard  Croker's  companies  occupies 
the  thirty-oneth  and  the  thirty-twoth  floors. 
It  is  said  that  Richard  himself  has  a  boudoir 
and  a  mother-o'-pearl  bathtub  in  one  tower, 
and  that  he  holds  seances  Wfith  the  Evil  One 
in  the  other  tower. 

The  building  is  located  on  historic  ground. 
The  place  was  owned  by  a  gentleman  named 
Barnes,  deceased,  who  started  the  Brooklyn 
"Eagle."  He  also  started  the  Castoria  Com- 
pany. In  the  old  building  The  Wheel  had 
offices  for  years.  In  this  building,  also,  the 
firms  of  Oliver,  Straus  &  Co.,  E.  J.  Willis, 
"American  Wheelman"  and  "Cycle  Age"' 
once  drew  the  breath  of  life.  And  now  the 
old  "days  are  gone,  the  old  buildings  are 
gone,  and  a  chaste  and  stately  granite  pile 
houses  that  child  of  the  twentieth  century,  a 
bicycle  "arnalgamation." 


Exports  Up  To  Date. 

Exports  of  cycles  and  parts  from  the  port  of 
New  York  for  week  ending  October  10,  1899. 

Argentine  Republic. — 333  cases  bicycles, 
$16,557;  13  cases  bicycle  material,  $200. 

Amsterdam. — 1  case  bicycles,  $25. 

Antwerp. — 3  cases  bicycles,  $177;  10  cases 
bicycle  material,  $533. 


Brazil. — 22  cases  bicycles,  $2,175. 

Berlin. — 2  cases  bicycle  material,  $112. 

Bremen. — 31  cases  bicycles,  $1,450;  2  cases 
bicycle  material,  $60. 

British  East  Indies. — 6  cases  bicycles,  $1,199. 

Barcelona. — 3  cases  bicycles,  $110. 

Birkenhead. — 4  cases  bicycles,  $200. 

British  Australia.— 34  cases  bicycles,  $2,972; 
7  cases  bicycle  material,  $359. 

British  West  Indies. — 8  cases  bicycles,  $251 ; 
12  cases  bicycle  material,  $174. 

British  East  Indies. — 6  cases  bicycles,  $1,199. 

Cairo. — 6  cases  bicycles,  $117;  17  cases  bi- 
cycle material,  $550. 

Copenhagen. — 229  cases  bicycles,  $2,664;  11 
cases  bicycle  material,  $724. 

Christiania. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $40. 

Central  America. — 1  case  bicycles,  $20;  1 
case  bicycle  material,  $47. 

Cuba. — 38  cases  bicycles,  $1,004;  14  cases  bi- 
cycle material,  $475. 

Dutch  West  Indies. — 3  cases  bicycle  ma- 
terial, $33. 

Dresden. — 3  cases  bicycle  material,  $150. 

Ecuador. — 7  cases  bicycles,  $574. 

Geneva. — 12   case's   bicycles,   $427. 

Havre. — 51  cases  bicycles,  $1,464;  34  cases 
bicycle  material,  $675. 

Hamburg. — 65  cases  bicycles,  $1,570;  34 
cases  bicycle  material,  $1,789. 

Hull. — 2  cases  bicycle  material,  $215. 

Hayti. — 1  case  bicycles,  $15. 

Helsingfors. — 1  case  bicycles.  $15. 

Japan.- — 8  cases  bicycle  material,  $475. 

Lisbon. — 3  cases  bicycles,  $125. 

London. — 6  'cases  bicycles,  $195;  38  cases 
bicycle  material,  $2,173. 

Liverpool. — 28  cases  bicycles,  $795;  4  cases 
bicycle  material,  $314. 

Moscow. — 1  case  bicycles,  $60. 


Mexico. — 13  cases  bicycles,  $495;  5  cases  bi- 
cycle material,  $201. 

New  Zealand. — 35  cases  bicycles,  $2,431;  9 
cases  bicycle  material,  $1,030. 

Palermo. — 1  case  bicycles,  $54. 

Rostock. — 1  case  bicycles,  $40. 

Rotterdam. — 5  cases  bicycles,  $351. 

Stockholm. — 1  case  bicycle  material,  $90. 

Siam. — 4  cases  bicycles,  $225. 

St.  Petersburg. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $50. 

Southampton. — 16  cases  bicycles,  $480;  14 
cases  bicycle  material,  $411. 

Tonsberg. — 2  cases  bicycles,  .$80. 

Trieste. — 1  case  bicycles,  $25. 

Uruguay. — 17  cases  bicycles,  $632. 

U.  S.  Colombia. — 13  cases  bicycles,  $447;  1 
case  bicycle  material,  $46. 


Where  the  Salesman  Comes  In. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  it  is  possible 
for  a  disagreeable  salesman  to  do  more  in 
one  day  to  hurt  a  store  among  its  customers 
than  the  proprietors  can  counteract  in  a  long 
time  by  their  best  efforts.  Apropos  of  this, 
a  Boston  cycle  agent  recently  said:  "We 
spend  a  great  deal  of  money  in  advertising 
our  business  and  we  try  to  do  it  effectively.  I 
do  not  propose  to  have  its  good  results  in 
any  way  discounted  by  churlish  demeanor 
on  the  part  of  any  employe,  and  I  have  given 
special  and  positive  directions  on  this  point. 

"No  matter  how  small  a  rider's  purchase 
from  us  may  be — or  even  if  he  makes  no  pur- 
chase at  all — he  is  entitled  to  the  fullest  bene- 
fit of  the  salesman's  knowledge  of  the  busi- 
ness politely  presented.  Not  only  this,  but 
each  salesman  is  expected  to  do  something 
more  than  show  bicycles  and  state  prices.  He 
should  add  to  this  an  interest  in  the  rider's 
welfare,  bearing  in  mind  that  the  only  solid 
basis  for  success  in  the  cycle  trade  is  a  con- 
stantly increasing  list  of  satisfied  customers." 


Good  for  the  Railways. 

Railroad  companies  a^^e  not  losing  money 
in  their  passenger  departments  on  account  of 
the  A.  B.  C.  Their  freight  departments  may 
suffer  a  little  later  for  the  present  prosperity. 
Men  big,  of^cious  or  curious  in  A.  B.  C. 
matters  have  done  more  traveling  to  and  from 
New  York  recently  than  they  will  ever  do 
again  within  periods  of  similar  length.  Last 
week  most  of  the  real  workers  scattered  to 
at  least  two  points  of  the  compass,  to  reap- 
pear this  week,  after  the  city  had  done  shak- 
ing hands  with  the  hero  of  Manila. 


Canadian  Combine  Item. 

Toronto,  Oct.  7. — The  Massey-Harris 
Company  at  present  are  moving  their  bicycle 
machinery  to  the  establishment  of  the  Cleve- 
land works,  Toronto  Junction,  where  they 
will  in  the  future  execute  their  work.  It  is 
also  understood  that  several  departments  of 
the  Cleveland  works  will  be  moved  to  Brant- 
ford. 


Ready  to  Buy  Parts. 

The  Silver  State  Cycle  Co.,  1707  Champa 
street,  Denver,  are  in  the  market  for  a  line  of 
pedals,  hubs,  hangers,  tubing  and  a  general 
jobbing  line. 


Manager  Budlong,  of  the  Pope  Mfg.  Co.'s 
Chicago  branch,  visited  A.  B.  C.  headquar- 
ters last  week. 
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TISSUE   PAPER   EXPERIMENT. 


Acetylene  Gas  flame  Is  Much  Cooler  than  Any  Other  in  Ise  — This  Means  Greater  Comfort  and  Safety  — 
Interesting  facts  About  How  Gases  Do  and  Do  Not  Mix  with  the  Atmosphere  —  Other  Scien- 
tific facts— the  Breckenridgc  Lamp. 
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RESUME. 

Previously  The  Wheel  has  shown  that  calcium  car- 
bide is  far  less  dangerous  than  the  ordinary  match, 
and  that  the  restrictive  policy  toward  it  in  the  East 
by  insurance  companies  is  incompatible  with  their 
liberal  policy  in  the  West.  Insurance  companies  tried 
to  retard  the  use  of  electric  lights  in  office  buildings. 
They  oppose  every  new  invention  that  in  any  way 
increases  their  risks.  Despite  their  opposition,  acety- 
lene gas,  the  product  of  calcium  carbide,  is  now  com- 
monly used  for  lighting  dwellings  and  streets  in  many 
parts  of  this  country  and  Europe,  and  their  com- 
plete surrender  in  the  Eastern  States  is  a  matter  of 
time,  controllable  by  the  producers  and  consumers  of 
carbide,  gas  generators  and  gas  lamps.  Acetylene 
gas  lamps  deserve  the  careful  study  and  support  of 
bicycle  agents. 

The  Wheel  of  July  27  contained  a  number  of  com- 
parisons showing  the  advantages  of  acetylene  in  light- 
ing power,  safety,  etc.,  over  other  illuminants.  There 
has   been  much   ignorance  on  this  point. 

In  The  Wheil  of  August  3  the  romantic  history  of 
Cyclist  Willson's  discovery  of  a  commercially  possi- 
ble method  of  making  calcium  carbide  was  stated. 

In  The  Wheel  of  August  10  the  scientifically  proper 
application  of  water  to  carbide,  to  generate  gas  quickly 
and  without  wasteful  heat,   was  shown. 

The  issue  of  August  17  showed  the  actual  quantity 
of  carbide  used  for  bicycle  lamps.  Liberally  esti- 
mated, one  in  five  riders  uses  an  acetylene  lamp. 
Many  more  can  be   sold. 

A  series  of  general  articles,  containing  facts  and 
ideas  of  value  to  everybody  interested  in  acetylene, 
was  begun  in   the  issue   of  August  24. 

Last  week  the  address  of  the  State  Line 
Talc  Co.,  which  produces  a  burner  used  on 
most  bicycle  lamps,  was  given  as  Nashville, 
instead  of  Chattanc^ga,  Tenn.  By  photo- 
metric test,  this  burner  has  shown  about  100 
per  cent  greater  candle-power  than  others. 


GENERALITIES. 


PROFESSOR  LEWES,  England's  great- 
est gas  expert,  finds  that  the  flame  of 
coal  gas  has  a  temperature  of  1,400  degrees 
centigrade;  that  of  acetylene,  900  degrees. 
Quite  a  difference. 

An  experiment  was  made  by  Elias  Long 
with  thin  tissue  paper.  He  found  that  when 
the  edge  of  the  paper  was  within  18  inches 
of  the  flame  of  a  Rochester  oil  lamp  it  ignited. 
The  igniting  distance  from  an  ordinary  oil 
lamp,  with  three-eighth-inch  wick,  was  seven 
inches;  18  candle-power  coal  gas  jet,  4J  in- 
ches; 25  candle-power  acetylene  gas  jet,  three 
inches.  Some  difference  between  the  heat  of 
the  acetylene  light  and  the  Rochester  lamp 
light. 

You  can  have  acetylene  light  on  your  table, 
if  you  wish  it.  Some  of  the  firms  making 
bicycle  lamps  also  make  table  lamps,  and 
charge  no  more  for  them  than  Rochester 
lamps  cost. 

Ever  look  at  an  acetylene  gas  flame?  Not 
one  in  front  of  a  reflector,  but  the  flame  of 
a  burner  consuming  half  a  cubic  foot  of  gas 
per  hour.  The  smoothest,  richest,  least  tire- 
some artificial  light  that  present  civilization 
ever  saw.  Bound  to  come  into  general  use. 
Bound  to  improve  a  great  many  overworked 


eyes,  a  great  many  tired  systems.  The  acety- 
lene-light reader  can  sit  near  the  flame  with- 
out hearing  his  brains  sizzle. 

Naphtha  is  a  heavy  gas.  Heavier  than  air. 
Floats  around  near  the  floor  in  dangerous 
volume  when  it  escapes.  Even  gasoline,  the 
lightest  coal  oil  gas,  is  very  dangerous  in  this 
respect,  and  because  a  very  little  of  it  in  a 
roomful  of  air  will  explode  upon  contact  with 
flame. 

Coal  gas  is  nearly  twice  as  light  as  air. 
Goes  right  up  to  the  ceiling,  out  of  the  way. 
But  that  same  tendency  to  rise  makes  it  dan- 
gerous.    It  doesn't  mix  readily  with  the  air. 

Acetylene  gas  is  a  little  lighter  than  air. 
When  it  escapes  into  a  room  it  is  rapidly 
thinned,  because  it  mixes  readily  with  the 
atmosphere.     Thin  gas  doesn't  explode. 

If  an  ordinary  gas  jet  is  left  open  in  an  or- 
dinary room — say,  one  of  1,260  cubic  feet — 
and  the  room  is  perfectly  air-tight,  in  17  hours 
there  will  be  enough  gas  in  the  room  to  ex- 
plode  on   contact   with    fire. 

Use  acetylene  gas  instead,  and  the  usual 
half-foot  acetylene  burner,  and  the  lowest  vol- 
ume of  gas  necessary  for  an  explosion  will 
not  flow  into  the  room  inside  of  120  hours — 
five  days. 

That  shows  the  safety  of  the  new  gas. 
Nevertheless,  if  you  were  to  fill  the  carbide 
holder  of  your  bicycle  lamp  with  carbide, 
place  it  under  the  kitchen  faucet,  turn  on  the 
water,  and  there  should  be  a  flame  of  any 
kind  near  the  escaping  volume  of  gas,  there 
would  be  an  interesting  atmospheric  disturb- 
ance for  about  a  second. 


THE  BRECKENRIDGE  LAMP. 


(\ 


Entirely  new  details  mark  the  new  Breck- 
enridgegas  lamjg^  manufactured  by  the  E.  P. 
Breckenridgc  Company,  of  Toledo. 


cannot  turn  on  too  much  water.  A  series  of 
notches  for  the  lever  regulates  the  water  flow. 

On  the  ground  that  having  a  carbide  cham- 
ber separated  from  and  inside  of  the  body  of 
the  lamp  prevents  the  production  of  dry  gas, 
the  bottom  of  the  body  of  the  new  Brecken- 
ridgc lamp  is  itself  the  carbide  chamber.  There 
is,  therefore,  no  air-jacket  in  which  moisture 
can  be  produced  by  the  heated  carbide.  The 
carbide  is  cooled  by  the  outside  air.  Dry  gas 
and  a  white  light  are  the  result.  A  machine- 
cut  thread  and  a  rubber  gasket  prevent  the 
escape  of  gas  when  the  lamp  is  screwed  to- 
gether. 

Capillary  attraction  water  feed  is  used.  The 
water  passes  from  the  bottom  to  the  carbide 
through  a  cloth.  This  prevents  over-genera- 
tion of  gas  on  rough  roads. 

Lump  carbide  is  used.  The  lamp  carries  a 
four-hour  charge.  By  a  simple  but  ingenious 
device  at  the  bottom,  the  entire  charge  of 
consumed  carbide  can  be  removed  in  a  solid 
cake   and   thrown  away. 

A  special  lens,  controlled  by  the  company, 
concentrates  the  light  and  throws  it  300  feet 
ahead,  instead  of  at  a  wide  angle.  This  lens, 
which  is  only  supplied  when  specially  ordered, 
is  intended  mostly  for  country  riding.  Its 
light  is  so  powerful  that  it  is  impossible  to 
look  into  it  at  a  short  distance.  The  regular 
lens,  easily  removed,  is  a  2J-inch,  ground 
double  convex. 

A  special  quarter-foot  fish-tail  burner  is  used, 
and  is  guaranteed  to  be  non-carbonizing  under 
any  test,  thus  reducing  the  clogging  of  the 
burner   to   a   minimum. 


Keep  Up  a  Front. 

The  outside,  of  your  store  plays  an  impor- 
tant part  in  your  business.  If  dingy,  dark, 
dirty  and  carelessly  kept,  it  is  very  natural 
for  the  people  passing  to  believe  that  the  same 
conditions  exist  inside  as  out.  Of  course,  it 
is  true  about  stores  as  it  is  about  people,  that 
you  cannot  always  judge  a  man  by  his  clothes; 
but  whether  this  is  the  correct  way  to  judge 
or  not  does  not  cut  any  figure,  as  the  world 
generally  will  pass  its  judgment  upon  you 
and  the  machine  you  sell  from  what  they  see 
on   the   exterior. 


The  valve  has  been  given  special  attention, 
and    is    so    constructed    that    a    careless    rider 


Slowly  Waking  Up. 

The  Committee  of  Superintendence  and  Po- 
lice of  the  Fairmount  Park  Commission, 
Philadelphia,  have  decided  to  recommend  to 
the  Commission  that  automobiles  be  allowed 
to  enter  the  park,  but  restricting  the  horse- 
less vehicles  to  certain  drives.  The  Commis- 
sion some  time  ago  prohibited  the  vehicles 
from  entering  the  park,  and  the  action  of  the 
committee  to-day  was  the  result  of  much  agi- 
tation in  their  favor.  The  Commission,  it  is 
believed,  will  accept  the  recommendation  of 
the  committee. 


1899. 
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AN  OLD  TRIEND  OF  OIRS. 


Alexander  Winton  Revives  the  Old  Cycle  Wish  of  a 

Smooth  Roadway  from  New  York  to 

Chicago. 

An  asphalt  roadway,  30  feet  wide,  for  the 
exclusive  use  of  wheelmen  and  motor  vehi- 
cles, extending  from  New  York  to  Chicago^ 
touching  at  Albany,  Syracuse,  Rochester, 
Buftalo,  Erie,  Cleveland,  Toledo  and  Elkhart. 

To  President  Alexander  Winton,  of  the 
Winton  Motor  Carriage  Co.,  belongs  the 
honor  for  originating  this  scheme,  and  with 
it  he  faces  everyone  who  happens  to  call  at 
the  company's  factory  in  Cleveland.  Broadly 
speaking,  Mr.  Winton  believes  the  motor  ve- 
hicle will  never  come  into  general  use 
such  as  it  will  reach  in  European  countries 
until  American  roads  are  greatly  improved. 
Bicycle  manufacturers  have  known  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  past  that  the  sale  of  bicycles  in 
the  interior  districts  would  be  much  larger 
if  the  roads  were  better  adapted  to  their  use, 
but  few  wheel  makers,  aside  from  Colonel 
Pope,  have  taken  much  interest  in  road  build- 
ing, and  nothing  like  the  above-mentioned  as- 
phalted proposition  has  been  thought  of. 

On  the  face  of  it,  such  an  undertaking  might 
seem  a  trifle  visionary,  but  a  person  listen- 
ing to  Mr.  Winton's  arguments  on  the  sub- 
ject would  be  speedily  convinced  that  it  is  not 
only  well  within  the  range  of  possibilities,  but 
it  would  not  be  too  much  to  hope  that  the 
next  decade  would  find  Government  roads  of 
this  kind  connecting  all  the  leading  centres 
of  the  country.  In  conversation  with  a 
Wheel  man  the  other  day,  Mr.  Winton  said: 

"An  asphalt  road  of  good  quality  could  be 
built  for  three  or  four  thousand  dollars  a 
mile,  or  for  the  entire  distance  from  New 
York  to  Chicago  something  less  than  $5,000,- 
000  would  probably  cover  the  expenses,  pro- 
viding the  right  of  way  was  donated  by  the 
cities  and  towns  along  the  route,  and  I  believe 
there  would  be  no  difficulty  on  this  score,  as 
such  a  road  would  greatly  enhance  real  estate 
values.  The  amount  of  grading  would  not 
necessarily  be  great,  for  any  practical  motor 
vehicle  can  negotiate  a  15  or  20  per  cent  grade 
on  a  good  road,  and  a  skillful  wheelman  can 
do  the  same;  besides  an  occasional  hill  varies 
the  monotony  and  is,  therefore,  not  objec- 
tionable." 

The  Wheel  suggested  that  the  plan  for 
an  exclusive  automobile  and  bicycle  road 
would  probably  meet  with  opposition  from 
farmers  and  owners  of  horses,  but  Mr.  Win- 
ton thinks  to  the  contrary.     Said  he: 

"The  parks  and  boulevards  in  all  the  large 
cities  are  barred  to  all  but  pleasure  vehicles, 
and  there  is  little  complaint  on  this  score. 
The  day  is  coming  when  the  motor  vehicle 
will  be  as  common  as  the  horse  and  wagon, 
and,  combined  with  the  bicycle,  will  make  an 
article  which  is  universally  used  by  all  classes, 
and  which  should  be  provided  for  if  possible 
by  Government  appropriations.  At  present 
the  road-building  of  the  country  is  done  by 
the  various  counties,  but  this  order  of  things 
should  be  changed.  A  good  road  from  one 
part  of  the  country  would  benefit  as  many 
people  and  is  as  much  of  a  necessity  as  im- 
proved harbors  and  canals.  Millions  upon 
millions  have  been  spent  in  canals,  which, 
while  they  may  indirectly  benefit  the  poor 
people,  are  principally  an  advantage  to  the 
vessel  owners.  The  benefits  of  the  road  I 
mentioned  can  hardly  be  enumerated. 


"It  would  develop  the  country  districts  as 
nothing  else  could  possibly  do.  Within  a  very 
short  time  the  entire  route  would  be  built  up, 
for.  people  would  be  enabled  to  run  back  and 
forth  from  business,  even  from  a  distance  of 
thirty  or  forty  miles  from  the  city.  The 
electric  railways  are  doing  much  in  this  di- 
rection, but  they  are  expensive,  and  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  motor  vehicle  is  not  there.  For 
touring  purposes  it  is  unnecessary  to  speak 
of  the  advantages  such  a  thoroughfare  would 
offer.  The  farmer,  too,  could  make  use  of 
such  a  road,  providing  he  had  the  proper 
equipment,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  I  believe 
the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  even  the  far- 
mer will  discard  the  horse  for  transportation 
purposes." 

Mr.  Winton  believes  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  be  induced  to  consider  such 
a  proposition  that  it  would  be  an  excellent 
investment  for  a  private  corporation.  A  slight 
toll  could  be  charged  for  certain  distances 
and  an  income  could  be  derived  from  charging 
stations  for  electric  vehicles. 

At  all  events,  the  Clevelander  does  not  pro- 
pose to  content  himself  with  talking  on  the 
subject.  He  will  endeavor  to  interest  motor- 
vehicle  enthusiasts  all  over  the  country,  and 
with  their  assistance  will  push  the  scheme 
through  legislative  channels.  Here's  wishing 
him  success. 


TWO  NEW  ONES. 


Capital    Plannings    Which    Will    Be    Beneficial    to 
Trade  There. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Oct.  7. — Local  cycle 
dealers  are  interested  in  two  schemes  that 
are  being  advocated  in  the  business  world  of 
the  national  capital.  The  first  one  was  sug- 
gested by  the  Business  Men's  Association, 
and  is  that  railroad  fares  be  refunded  to  per- 
sons who  come  to  Washington  from  a  dis- 
tance to  make  purchases.  The  proposition  is 
to  fix  a  schedule  of  amounts  which  must  be 
purchased  by  visiting  buyers  in  order  to  in- 
sure them  receiving  free  transportation.  The 
business  men  are  unanimously  in  favor  of  the 
proposition  and  steps  will  be  taken  at  once 
to  carry  the  scheme  into  effect.  It  is  believed 
that  there  are  many  parties  in  Virginia  and 
Maryland  who  will  come  to  Washington  to 
buy  bicycles  if  they  can  get  free  transporta- 
tion. 

The  fact  is  pretty  generally  recognized  by 
local  dealers  that  there  is  great  need  here,  as 
elsewhere,  of  some  plan  by  which  accurate 
information  as  to  a  man's  standing  and  re- 
liability may  be  ascertained  by  those  who  do 
a  credit  business,  and  the  advent  of  the 
Washington  Clearing  Association  will  there- 
fore be  welcomed.  The  object  of  this  asso- 
ciation, which  is  composed  of  men  of  high 
standing  in  business  circles,  is  to  furnish  by 
a  mutual  exchange,  or  clearing  house,  infor- 
mation regarding  customers,  affording  a  re- 
liable basis  for  the  extension  of  credits.  The 
local  association  is  a  development  of  the  Na- 
tional Credit  Men's  Association.  Its  plan  is 
an  entirely  new  one  in  this  city,  there  being 
no  "black  list,"  but  modern  features  which 
immediately  commend  it  to  business  men. 
Members  furnish  lists  of  all  their  customers, 
with  information  as  to  their  promptness  in 
paying  bills.  This  information  is  given  to 
all  other  members  by  a  simple  check-mark 
system,  requiring  no  trouble  after  the  initial 
list  is  furnished,  but  showing  every  week  the 
fresh  record  of  every  customer.     In  this  way 


information  is  kept  up  to  date  and  reliable. 
To  bicycle  dealers,  who  perforce  do  an  ex- 
tensive credit  system,  the  movement  for  a 
more  secure  and  broader  credit  system  will 
be  immediately  beneficial,  and  they  will  un- 
doubtedly lend  their  influence  to  further  it. 


TAGS  AND  THEIR  COST. 


What  Cycle  Path  Privileges  Call  for  in  New  York 
State. 

The  following  are  the  rates  demanded  and 
the  number  of  cycle-path  tags  sold  in  the 
various  counties  of  New  York  State: 

Albany,  6,500  at  $1;  Allegany,  1,200  at  60 
cents;  Broome,  2,000  at  $1;  Cattaraugus,  1,000 
at  $1;  Cayuga,  3,000  at  75  cents;  Chautauqua, 
4,500  at  75  cents;  Chemung,  7,000  at  50  cents; 
Chenango,  1,500  at  60  cents;  Clinton,  no  com- 
mission; Columbia,  700  at  $1;  Cortland,  3,000 
at  50  cents;  Delaware,  no  commission;  Dutch- 
ess, 800  at  60  cents;  Erie,  4,000  at  50  cents; 
Essex,  no  commission;  Franklin,  500  at  $1; 
Fulton,  2,000  at  $1;  Genessee,  2,000  at  50 
cents;  Greene,  1,000  at  $1;  Hamilton,  no  com- 
mission; Herkimer,  3,500  at  60  cents;  Jeffer- 
son, 1,000  at  $1;  Kings,  no  commission; 
Lewis,  500  at  $1;  Livingston,  800  at  50  cents; 
Madison,  3,300  at  60  cents;  Monroe,  40,000  at 
25  cents;  Montgomery,  2,600  at  $1;  New  York, 
no  commission;  Niagara,  6,000  at  60  cents; 
Oneida,  1,500  at  60  cents;  Onondaga,  7,000  at 
75  cents;  Ontario,  1,250  at  75  cents;  Orange, 
500  at  $1;  Orleans,  2,500  at  75  cents;  Oswego, 
2,500  at  60  cents;  Otsego,  650  at  75  cents;  Put- 
nam, no  commission;  Queens,  no  commission; 
Rensselaer,  no  commission;  Rockland,  com- 
mission appointed,  but  tags  not  issued;  St. 
Lawrence,  no  commission;  Saratoga,  3,800  at 
!^1;  Schenectady,  4,000  at  $1;  Schoharie,  no 
commission;  Schuyler,  500  at  50  cents;  Sen- 
eca, 1,700  at  $1;  Steuben,  8,000  at  $1;  Suffolk, 
20,000  at  50  cents;  Sullivan,  no  commission; 
Tioga,  1,700  at  $1;  Tompkins,  750  at  $1;  Ul- 
ster, 900  at  $1;  Warren,  2,300  at  $1;  Washing- 
ton, 1,000  at  $1;  Wayne,  2,000  at  50  cents; 
Westchester,  no  commission;  Wyoming,  no 
commission;  Yates,  500  at  50  cents. 


Another  Big  Concern. 

The  Continental  Automobile  Co.,  with  a 
capital  of  .$8,000,000,  has  been  incorporated  in 
New  Jersey.  This  corporation  is  made  up  of 
the  Winton  Motor  Carriage  Co.,  Cleveland; 
the  Manhattan  Oil  Motor  Co.,  Jersey  City, 
and  the  National  Motor  Carriage  Co.,  New 
York.  Among  the  patents  owned  by  the  new 
company  are  those  of  Alexander  Winton, 
Frank  and  Charles   E.  Duryea. 


Combine  Falters  a  Bit. 

Toronto,  Oct.  9.— Nothing  has  as  yet  been 
done  in  regard  to  the  C.  C.  &  M.  Co.  buying 
the  wood  rim  factories  of  Canada.  It  was 
learned  that  the  combine  expected  to  pur- 
chase these  for  a  song,  but  failing  in  this  it 
is  more  than  likely  that  negotiations  have 
now  fallen  through. 


Check  Books  Wanted. 

An  order  has  been  issued  by  the  United 
States  Circuit  Court  at  Hartford  to  Trustee 
C.  C.  Goodrich,  of  the  Worcester  Cycle  Co., 
to  produce  the  check  books  of  the  concern 
which  were  used  previous  to  the  appointment 
of  a  receiver  for  the  company. 
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JAP    CARRIAGES. 


Reading    Tries    Its    Hand    at    Turning    Out    a 

Batch  of  Jinrickshas  for 

Japan. 

While  it  may  not  be  a  widely  known  fact, 
the  jinricksha,  Japan's  national  vehicle,  is 
the  invention  of  an  American  missionary 
who,  upon  landing  in  Japan  many  years  ago, 
found  the  country  unsupplied  with  any  form 
of  individual  transportation  higher  than  a 
crude  contraption  of  the  genus  wheelbarrow. 
Now  in  the  regular  order  of  things  comes 
the  announcement  from  Reading,  Pa.,  that 
the  vehicle  invented  by  an  American  is  to 
be  made  there  by  a  manufacturer  who  is 
also  an  American.  The  story  of  this  is  told 
by  the   manufacturer   thusly: 

"Yes,  I  believe  we  are  the  only  firm  in 
America  now  manufacturing  this  buggy  in 
four  different  patterns.  The  bodies  of  the 
carriages  are  of  wood  and  the  wheels  are  of 
steel  tubing.  As  you  will  note,  some  of  the 
wheels  are  of  bicycle  finish,  with  rubber  tires, 
instead  of  steel  tires.  All  have  tops  to  pro- 
tect the  users  from  the  intense  heat  of  the 
tropical  countries   where  we  send  them." 

"Where  and  how  did  you  get  onto  the 
model?"  was  asked. 

"We  first  got  the  idea  of  making  these  ve- 
hicles some  years  ago.  The  idea  was  sug- ' 
gested  to  us  by  an  American  firm  now  in  the 
Orient.  There  was  a  Japanese  tea  garden 
on  the  board  walk  at  Atlantic  City.  They 
had  a  rude  jinricksha  there  on  exhibition, 
in  which  patrons  could  take  a  ride.  We  tried 
hard  to  get  hold  of  the  buggy  to  get  the  pat- 
tern, but  it  required  a  long  time  and  consid- 
erable diplomacy  to  get  the  loan  of  it  to  take 
the  measurements.  Finally  we  succeeded  in 
borrowing  it  for  a  time,  and  in  this  way  we 
got  the  first  pattern,  on  which  we  have  con- 
siderably improved  since  then.  I  might  say 
that  we  ship  all  such  vehicles  now  to  one 
firm,  Andrews  &  George,  of  Yokohama, 
Japan.  They  have  their  agents  who  distrib- 
ute them." 


ALMOST  READY. 


One  New  Electric  Vehicle  Which  Will  Prove  a  Sur- 
prise When  Shown. 

Now  that  they  are  practically  separated  from 
the  steel  ball  and  stampings  business,  the 
Cleveland  Machine  Screw  Co.  are  devoting 
their  best  efforts  to  preparing  for  the  motor- 
carriage  business.  The  policy  of  this  com- 
pany has  been  different  from  the  majority  of 
the  concerns  now  claiming  to  be  engaged  in 
the  enterprise,  for  they  have  talked  little  and 
"sawed  wood,"  so  to  speak,  with  the  result 
that  to-day  they  are  considerably  farther  ad- 
vanced than  some  people  who  have  catered 
to  publicity.  At  present  over  half  of  their 
main  plant  is  turning  out  parts  and  piling 
up  stock  ready  for  the  business.  Theirs  will 
not  be  an  assembled  carriage,  for  every  part 
will  be  made  within  their  own  plant — motors, 
batteries,  running  gears  and  all.  In  addition 
to  the  present  factory,  the  motor-carriage  end 
of  their  business  will  occupy  two  large  brick 
additions,  each  over  100  feet  long.  Work  on 
these  buildings  is  being  pushed,  and  as  soon 
as  they  are  finished  they  will  be  equipped  with 
machinery,  much  of  which  is  already  on  the 
ground.  When  completed  the  plant  will  prob- 
ably be  one  of  the  largest  and  most  complete 
motor-cnrriage   factories   in   the   country. 


President  A.  L.  Moore,  of  the  company,  is 
giving  the  work  his  personal  attention,  and 
he  takes  unusual  interest  in  the  new  buildings 
from  the  fact  that  the  arrangement  and  equip- 
ment are  all  of  his  own  designing.  As  before 
stated  in  The  W'heel,  the  carriages  of  this 
company  are  electric  ones,  being  the  develop- 
ments of  Elmer  E.  Sperry.  Thus  far  a  num- 
ber of  experimental  carriages  have  been  con- 
structed and  some  of  them  have  been  shipped 
to  France,  where  they  have  attracted  consid- 
erable attention,  so  much  so  that  the  com- 
pany could  easily  contract  for  the  sale  abroad 
for  all  they  could  build,  were  they  inclined  to 
do  so.  The  carriages  which  have  been  tested 
in  Cleveland  have  proven  themselves  pos- 
sessed of  remarkable  battery  capacity,  speed 
and  hill-climbing  powers,  so,  except  for  a  few 
minor  changes  in  details,  the  stock  vehicles 
will  be  exactly  the  same  as  the  experimental 
machines.  Just  when  the  company  will  be 
prepared  to  offer  their  carriages  to  the  public 
in  this  country,  Mr.  Moore  is  not  prepared  to 
state,  but  at  any  rate  the  Cleveland  Machine 
Screw  Co.  are  investing  an  immense  amount 
of  capital  in  the  business,  and  when  finally 
prepared  for  orders,  it  can  be  depended  upon 
that  deliveries  will  be  prompt  and  the  vehicles 
delivered  will  be  perfect  in  every  detail. 


Will  Be  on  All  Their  Chains. 

The  detachable  connection  shown  in  the 
illustration  has  been  used  with  perfect  suc- 
cess  the   past   two   seasons    by     the     Indiana 


Chain  Co.,  and  will  be  furnished  regularly 
on  all  Indiana  chains.  This  connection  is 
free  from  springs  or  nuts. 


Cheap  Wheels  and  Repairs. 

Springfield,  Mass.,  Oct.  9. — "This  has 
been  a  poor  year  for  our  business,"  said  a 
bicycle  repairer  to  a  Wheel  man  who 
dropped  in  to  see  the  man  of  mends.  "Cheap 
wheels  have  killed  the  repairing  business. 
Many  an  old  wheel  that  in  other  years  would 
have  been  thought  by  its  owner  to  be 
worth  fixing  and  riding  another  year  this 
year  has  been  discarded  and  replaced  by  a 
new  one."  The  local  repairers  made  two  at- 
tempts early  in  the  season  to  organize  an  as- 
sociation for  the  regulation  of  prices,  but 
both  efforts  failed  through  the  unwillingness 
of  one  or  two  of  the  larger  concerns  to  sub- 
mit to  the  rules  proposed. 


TWO  EXCELLENT  MARKETS. 


Where  American  Bicycles  Are  Readily  Marketed  and 
Sold   Abroad. 

Some  hints  of  vital  interest  to  the  bicycle 
industry  are  given  in  a  recent  report  of  the 
French  Consul  at  Stockholm,  Sweden.  He 
points  out  that,  in  their  present  state,  neither 
the  Swedish  nor  the  Norwegian  industry  is 
in  a  position  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  home 
market  in  the  way  of  bicycles,  and  that  this 
condition  of  affairs  will  very  likely  last  for  a 


much  longer  time.  Consequently,  these  two 
countries  are  obliged  to  import  many  ma- 
chines from  abroad. 

One  can  form  an  opinion  of  the  importance 
of  this  line  of  business  from  the  figures  of  the 
bicycle  imports  into  Sweden  and  Norway, 
which  movement  increases  from  year  to  year 
in  an  astonishing  manner.  In  1881  the  ma- 
chines imported  represented  a  value  of  82,846 
kroner;  in  1894  this  import  amounted  to  844,- 
755  kroner;  in  1896  it  exceeded  considerably 
1,300,000  kroner,  and  in  1897  it  reached  the 
sum  of  2,361,403  kroner.  The  imports  from 
Germany  occupied  until  last  year  the  first 
rank  and  amounted  to  more  than  one-third  of 
the  total  importation.  After  that  came  the 
imports  from  England. 

The  mountainous  country  admits  only  of 
the  use  of  a  machine  which  must  be  very 
strong  and  a  little  heavy.  The  importer  must 
never  lose  sight  of  this  important  point,  so 
as  to  be  able  to  supply  a  machine  that  can 
circulate  on  hard  roads.  The  Germans  have 
at  once  recognized  this  state  of  affairs,  and 
this  is  the  reason  they  are  holding  the  largest 
share  of  the  wheel  trade  in  their  hands.  The 
light  racing  machines  call  forth  hardly  any 
demand;  the  solid'German  machine,  however, 
is  highly  appreciated  and  finds  many  buyers. 
Of  late  the  motor  cycle  has  also  found  much 
favor  in  Sweden  and  Norway. 


WAY  THE  WIND   BLOWS. 


Right  In  the  Direction  of  the  Motor   Cycle  Is  the 
Public's  Fancy  Turned. 

The  Wheel  man  happened  in  a  leading 
retail  store  in  Cleveland  the  other  day  and 
came  upon  the  proprietor  engaged  in  looking 
over  the  last  issue  of  this  paper,  which  had 
just  arrived.  Suddenly  the  dealer's  eye  light- 
ed upon  the  advertisement  of  the  Brown  Im- 
proved Motor  Tricycle,  which  had  been  re- 
produced from  an  English  trade  paper,  and, 
without  grasping  the  situation,  he  remarked: 
"Great  Scott!  I  have  been  looking  for  a 
chance  to  buy  some  of  those  machines  for 
months.  I  will  apply  for  the  agency  to-day, 
and  if  the  machines  are  any  good,  I  can  sell 
all  they  will  furnish  me  next  year." 

Further  examination  of  the  advertisement 
revealed  its  true  meaning,  and  it  is  needless 
to  say  he  was  a  badly  disappointed  man.  But 
the  incident  showed  clearly  the  trend  of  the 
wind.  The  dealer  did  not  exaggerate  one 
whit  the  interest  taken  in  motor  tricycles  in 
Cleveland. 

Two  of  these  machines,  one  owned  by  Har- 
ry Lozier  and  the  other  by  W.  T.  White,  have 
been  in  operation  in  Cleveland  during  the 
past  season.  Mr.  Lozier  stated  the  other  day 
that  he  seldom  took  a  spin  on  his  machine 
but  what  some  one  asked  him  where  a  similar 
one  could  be  purchased.  A  third  machine 
of  this  type  put  in  its  appearance  a  couple  of 
weeks  ago — the  property  of  Fred  Chandler, 
who  is  Lozier's  manager  in  Hamburg.  And, 
by  the  way,  we  venture  to  say  this  machine 
will  probably  be  for  sale  when  the  clever 
little  Cleveland  salesman  returns  to  the 
Fatherland,  Fred  will  require  a  two-seater 
hereafter,  as  he  takes  with  him  Mrs.  Fred 
Chandler,  until  a  few  days  ago  Miss  Anna 
Nightingale,  of  Cleveland. 


A  Sound  Nineteen   Hundred  Policy. 

"We  will  strictly  attend  to  our  business. "- 
Reading  Standard  Mfg.  Co. 


1899. 
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IMPROVED   CONSTRUCTION 


INCREASES 
SALES. 


19  1-2  lbs. 

The  lightest  road  wheel  safe  to  ride.      Send  for  illustration  and  list  of  winnings 

of  the  Eagle  "Quad-Stay'*  Racer. 

THE  EAGLE  BICYCLE  MFG.  CO.,  Torrington,  Conn. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


To  Introduce  the 
Eclipse  Gas  Lamp^ 


I 


we  will  send  on  trial  to  any  reliable  dealer  in  the  U.  S.  who  requests 
us  to  do  so,  one  Eclipse  Gas  Lamp.  This  proposition  will  hold  good 
for  the  next  thirty  days,  and  is  made  to  the  trade  in  order  to  introduce 
quickly  this  superior  lamp. 


ORDER  ONE.     We  want  you  to  try  it.      If  you  do  not  find  after 
trial  that  it  is  the  best  lamp  you  ever  used,  you  can  return  it. 

THE  ECLIPSE  BICYCLE  CO.,  Elmlra,  N.  Y. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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EVERYTHING    FROM    EVERYWHERE. 


••f 


When  you   don't   know    what   to   say   don't 
say  it. 


Accidents    rule    men,    but    the    automobiles 
rule  the  accidents. 


Be  sure  you  are  right  and  then  be  certain 
that  you  are  sure. 


Most  riders  consider  it  better  to  give  than 
to  receive — advice. 


When  money  talks  in  racing  or  in  trade  it 
is  never  without  cents. 


The  true  philosopher  is  the  rider  that  never 
tries  to  be  philosophical. 


The  road  hog  who  is  overtaken  by  justice 
nowadays  is  a  slow  mover. 


Advice   about   a   machine   is   like   medicine. 
It  must  be  taken  in  time. 


It   is    quite    natural    for   wheelmen    to    take 
trains  to  the  city's  outskirts. 


Many    a    square   racing   man    is    spoiled   by 
putting  him  into  a  round  hole. 


The    rider   who   on   the   road   takes    offense 
easily  generally  makes  a  very  poor  selection. 


Zim  will  not  be  a  sheriff.  In  the  race  for 
nomination  Arthur  Augustus  turned  up  and 
"also  ran." 


History  probably  repeats  itself  in  cycling 
because  fools  haven't  the  memory  to  learn  its 
lessons. 


You  like  to  have  people  answer  your  ques- 
tions about  a  machine,  but  not  question  your 
answers. 


Take  things  as  they  come,  in  cycling,  but  do 
not  attempt  to  convert  all  of  them  to  your 
own  use. 


The  world  owes  every  man  a  living,  but 
the  cycle-trade  portion  of  it  has  a  lot  of  pre- 
ferred creditors. 


It  is  not  always  necessary  to  tell  the  whole 
truth  about  a  wheel,  but  all  that  you  tell 
should   be    the   truth. 


As  mechanism  we  shall  rank — the  fact  I  sad- 
ly feel,  for  popper's  got  to  be  a  crank  since 
mommer's   got  a  wheel. 


Now  is  the  season  of  the  year  when  every 
racing  man  feels  called  upon  to  announce  that 
he  intends  "racing  abroad  next  season." 


The  poorer  a  man  rides  a  wheel  the  more 
exercise  he  gets  out  of  it,  and  if  he  is  a  fat 
man,  the  more  he  rides  the  poorer  he  gets. 


"Chillun,"  said  the  old  darkey,  "never  for- 
get, even  in  bisicklin',  that  ole  sayin'  so  full 
of  hoss  sense.  'Take  time  by  the  fetlock.'  " 


He  wheeled  out  into  the  country,  to  breathe 
the  sweet,  pure  air;  'twas  a  rugged  landscape, 
and  even  he  was  much  struck  by  the  scenery 
there. 


Fashion  decrees  that  more  quiet  colors  shall 
prevail  in  ladies'  cycle  hose.  There  has  been 
rather  too  much  loudness  at  that  end  of  the 
inoposition. 


When  a  rider  takes  your  advice  about  his 
machine  or  its  riding,  don't  act  as  though 
you  had  lent  him  money.  Ten  to  one  he  took 
the  advice  just  to  please  you. 


"I  am  tired,"  said  the  bicycle,  "even  to 
death,"  to  the  untired  centurion  that  bestrode 
her;  then,  pausing  she  gave  up  her  pneumatic 
breath,  and  fell  on  the  road  where  he  rode  her. 


The  United  States  Government,  in  the 
specifications  of  the  new  building  at  Wash- 
ington to  be  known  as  the  Department  of 
Justice,  calls  for  a  bicycle  room  large  enough 
to  store  150  bicycles. 


According  to  experts  the  number  of  auto- 
mobiles now  in  use  in  Europe  is  about  7,000, 
of  which  about  5,600  are  in  France,  Great 
Britain  coming  next  with  304.  In  this  coun- 
try it  i»  estimated  that  there  are  about  500 
in  use. 


With  the  general  introduction  of  automo- 
biles cruelty  to  animals  will  almost  entirely 
cease.  A  driver  will  no  longer  be  able  to 
exercise  his  whip,  and  if  he  forces  his  motor 
unduly  he  is  reasonably  certain  of  a  good 
repair  bill. 


When  Robert  M.  Welch,  a  member  of  the 
L.  A.  W.  Racing  Board,  left  the  organization 
to  lead  the  California  outlaws,  the  papers  were 
full  of  what  the  Pacific  coast  outlaws  would 
do.  The  usual  story  is  now  forthcoming — 
outlawism  doesn't  pay  and  the  funeral  is  neai' 
at  hand.     Next! 


The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ordi- 
nances of  the  Traverse  City  Council  forgot 
all  about  the  ordinanc'e  which  prohibits  the 
riding  of  bicycles  on  certain  streets  of  that 
city,  and  was  notified  by  a  constable  who  saw 
him  in  the  act  of  violating  the  law  to  appear 
in  court  next  morning,  which  he  did  and  was 
fined. 


The  pigs  ran  east,  the  pigs  ran  west,  the 
drover  stamped  and  swore.  A  frightened  lass 
in    rationals    dressed    was    bruised,    faint    and 


sore. 


And  now,  good  sirs,  both  great  and  small, 
there  was  good  reason  for  it  all;  Miss  Pert, 
awheel,  at  half  past  nine,  collided  with  a  herd 
of  swine. 


A  Spokane  paper  says:  "An  automobile  is 
a  nice  thing  as  long  as  it  does  not  get  out  of 
repair,  but,  like  a  bicycle,  it  needs  fixing  every 
once  in  a  while.  Yesterday  one  could  be  seen 
tied   behind  a   wagon   and   slowly   making   its 


way  down  to  a  repair  shop.  Now  it  lies  in 
an  old  dusty  corner,  and  Spokane  is  without 
an    active    automobile." 


Even  though  he  carries  a  brake,  a  rider 
should  acquire  the  art  of  back-pedaling.  It 
is  an  easy  thing  for  the  brake  to  get  out  of 
order,  and  then  the  rider  who  cannot  back- 
pedal may  find  himself  unpleasantly  situated. 
The  habit  of  stopping  a  machine  by  back- 
pedaling  should  be  continuously  cultivated 
until  the  rider  is  letter  perfect  in  it. 


A  good  number  of  riders  have  a  bad  liabii 
of  passing  carriages,  carts  and  vehicles  on  the 
wrong  side.  This  is  a  serious  mistake,  as,  if 
a  driver  suddenly  pulled  over  to  his  own  side, 
a  collision  and  smash-up  is  likely  to  result. 
Another  point  is,  that  a  cyclist  who  passes  a 
conveyance  on  the  wrong  side  puts  himself 
out  of  court  in  case  of  damage  to  his  machine 
or  person. 


Eddie  Bald  has  written  over  from  England 
that  he  and  Tod  Sloane  are  simply  having 
"a  hell  of  a  time,"  whatever  that  may  be. 
Eddie  says  he  has  given  cycle  racing  hardly 
a  thought  since  he  left,  but  instead  has  put 
in  his  time  lucratively  backing  Tod's  mounts. 
If  he  doesn't  receive  a  backset  there  is  dan- 
ger of  his  driving  a  lot  of  the  big  English 
bookies  into  the  woods. 


After  returning  from  a  ride  it  is  essential 
that  an  entire  change  of  clothes  should  be  at 
hand,  and,  if  possible,  a  good  rub-down  should 
be  indulged  in  before  the  change  of  clothes 
is  put  on.  Nothing  is  more  uncomfortable, 
not  to  say  injurious,  than  to  stay  about  ir 
clothes  that  have  been  saturated  with  perspira- 
tion and  are  still  probably  wet,  and  will,  there- 
fore, strike  cold  to  the  body. 


Women  are  learning  the  convenience  of 
shortened  skirts  for  wear  outdoors  and  in 
business  occupations.  They  are  accustomed 
to  them,  and  the  novelty  which  once  attracted 
unwelcome  attention  to  such  a  costume  has 
long  since  passed  away.  Women  have  dis- 
covered, too,  that  the  dress  can  be  made  very 
becoming,  more  especially  to  young  and 
graceful  figures.  Pretty  girls  in  pretty  cycle 
costumes  are  wonderfully  pretty  to  look  upon 
as  they  stand  by  their  wheels  or  walk  about 
in  the  intervals  of  rest  from  riding. 


One  hundred  and  three  thousand  dollars  in 
fees  were  collected  from  171,000  wheelmen  in 
the  State  of  New  York  last  year  for  side-path 
privileges.  Fifty  cents  is  the  average  fee  col- 
lected, although  some  counties  charge  less 
and  others  more.  The  invention  of  special 
machinery  for  making  the  paths  has  greatly 
reduced  the  cost  and  stimulated  the  work. 
Paths  five  feet  in  width  can  be  built  for  from 
.$150  to  .$175  per  mile.  The  license  is  not  ob- 
ligatory, but  those  who  do  not  take  one  out 
are  debarred,  under  a  penalty,  from  using  the 
paths.  The  fact  that  171,000  riders  voluntarily 
took  out  licenses  proves  the  popularity  of 
the  legislation. 
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An  Actual  Test  of  the — 

MORROW  COASTER  BRAKE. 

On  one  of  our  Wheels  fitted  with  the  Morrow  Coaster  Brake  we  have 
fastened  a  Cyclometer  on  the  front  wheel  and  one  on  the  rear  sprocket,  and 
after  riding  38  miles  on  ordinary  roads  we  find  we  pedaled  26  miles  and 

coasted  12  "«|^^^      jsN'T  THIS  A  SAVING  ? 

We  have  already  fitted  a  good  number  of  these 
on  wheels  and  every  rider  is  delighted  with  it.    It 

1      doubles  the  pleasure  of  riding  and  you  can  descend 
any  hill  with  perfect  safety  and  ease. 
THE  WILKINS  TOY  CO.,  Keene,  N.  H. 


Rode  38  miles 
Pedaled  26  miles 
Coasted  12  miles 


FITS  ANY  CYCLE. 


Riders  Will  Demand  It, 
Dealers  Must  Have  It, 
Manufacturers   Will  Supply  It 

In  1900. 

ECLIPSE  BICYCLE  CO., 

ELMIRA,  N.  Y. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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®i-®ir®-i-®-i-(i>i-®-i-®-i-®i-<^^ 


(Clusters 


(Drop  Forgings.) 


Expanders. 


Dimensions: 


Combination 
Head  (^lip. 


1%  head  and  i%  branch,  No.  1017. 
lyi  head  and  i}i  branch,  No.  1017^. 


We  are  sales  agents 
for  these  Clusters 
and   Expanders. 


We  have  made  arrangements  to  furnish  Expanders  and  Clusters 
with  our  Frame  Sets,  as  well  as  Handle-Bar  Clamps  and  Seat- Post 
Binders.  The  Expanders  have  been  in  use  for  the  last  two  years,  and 
are  considered  the  best  in  the  market.     Made  in  the  following  sizes : 


Outside  Diam. 

Inside  Diam 

I  3-16 

X 

7-8 

1    1-16 

X 

7-« 

I    1-16 

X 

13-16 

I 

X 

13-16 

7-8 

X 

3-4 

This  Cluster  is  machine  1 
from  a  Drop  Forging.  Made 
for  either  i^  or  i^  post  and 
bar,  and  %  x  20  Rear  Stays- 
Seat- Post  Angle,  70°  .  Angle 
of  Rear  Stays,  53°. 


The  H.  J\.  Matthews  Mfg.  Co.,  Seymour.  Conn,.  U.  S.  A. 

,  Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  Catalogs  now  ready.  y 


20 


October  12, 


AS  OTHERS  SEE  IS. 


How   American    Racing    Men,    Methods  and  Affairs 

Appear    to    a     Foreign 

Critic. 

A.  J.  Cherry,  upon  his  return  to  England, 
confided  to  The  Bear,  of  the  "Scottish  Cy- 
clist," who  sums  up  Cherry's  experiences  this 
wise: 

"I  learned  that  some  half-formed  suspicions, 
which  the  meagre  reports  of  the  racing  cabled 
across  had  raised  in  my  mind,  were  fully  jus- 
tified, and  that  American  racing  men,  in  most 
points,  had  nothing  to  learn  from  us.  Par- 
ticularly is  this  so  apparently  in  the  less  com- 
mendable aspects  of  sport  which  a  close  in- 
spection of  almost  every  country's  track  will 
disclose.  Struck  with  the  frequency  of  spills 
which  seemed  to  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  Euro- 
pean visitors — spills  which,  from  knowledge 
of  the  men's  skill,  I  knew  could  only  be  the 
fault  of  a  bad  track,  or  of  competitors — I 
asked  Cherry  what  was  the  real  reason  of 
these. 

"His  own,  for  instance,  occurring  prior  to 
the  race  for  which  he  undoubtedly  stood  first 
favorite,  looked  like  a  successful  attempt  to 
get  rid  of  a  probable  foreign  winner.  This, 
however,  he  would  not  entertain.  It  was  a 
pure  accident,  arising  out  of  a  spill  occurring  in 
front  of  him;  but  he  told  me  enough  to  make 
me  conclude  that  some  of  the  Americans  were 
ready  and  willing  to  resort  to  such  dastardly 
tactics. 

"Thus,  in  training  prior  to  the  actual  racing, 
Summersgill  was  brought  down  very  heavily, 
and  in  a  manner  which  convinced  the  English- 
man that  he  had  fallen  into  a  clever  trap. 
Luckily,  however,  the  damage  to  man  and 
machine  was  set  right  quickly,  nothing  much 
beyond  shedding  a  pedal  and  smashing  a  han- 
dle-bar being  effected.  Another  of  this  kidney 
attempted  to  unseat  Cherry,  but  the  Catford 
man  is  one  of  the  coolest  and  cleverest  han- 
dlers of  a  racing  machine  in  a  tight  place  that 
I  have  ever  seen,  and  he  was  just  able  to  clear; 
but  so  palpable  was  the  intent  that  he  felt 
impelled  to  tell  the  unsuccessful  operator  that 
a  repetition  would  inevitably  secure  him  a — 
drum — good  hiding,  and  as  an  earnest  he  told 
him  to  get  off  the  track,  and  follows  his  ad- 
monition by  proceeding  to  ride  him  onto  the 
grass. 

"Cherry,  of  course,  could  say  little  about 
subsequent  events  from  personal  observation, 
but  he  was  well  posted  apparently  as  things 
happened;  and  Caldow's  treatment  by  the 
American  amateurs  was,  he  says,  simply 
abominable,  and  left  little  doubt  in  anybody's 
mind  that  he  was  the  victim  in  his  spills  of 
deliberate  intent;  so  that  you  see  American 
racing  nature  is  very  like  a  discreditable  por- 
tion of  our  own — if  not  more  so. 

"So  far  as  I  could  gather  from  Cherry  the 
impressions  he  had  formed  on  American  ama- 
teurism on  both  sides  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
were  not  much  more  elevating  than  his  rac- 
ing experiences.  Cherry  told  me  of  one  elo- 
quent instance  of  this.  Moran,  an  Irish-Amer- 
ican 'amateur,'  who  has  earned  an  unenviable 
reputation  for  foul  riding,  was  disqualified 
after  winning  one  race  at  Boston  for  some 
malpractice,  and  was  again  protested  against. 
On  hearing  this  he  informed  the  judge  that 
if  he  was  again  disqualified  he  would  secede 
and  join  the  N.  C.  A.  Moran  is  one  of  the 
L.  A.  W.  cracks  yet,  for  he  was  not  disquali- 
fied." 


McDuffee  Tal<e$  More  Records. 

Brockton,  Mass.,  Oct.  10. — In  a  trial  behind 
motor  pace  here  to-day,  "Eddie"  McDuffee 
lowered  the  world's  cycle  records  from  one  to 
five  miles,  inclusive.  His  times  were:  One 
mile,  Im.  30s.;  two  miles,  2m.  58s.;  three  miles, 
4m.  23s.;  four  miles,  5m.  51  3-5s. ;  five  miles, 
7m.  12  3-5s.  His  last  mile  was  riden  in  Im. 
21s.,  lowering  the  record  of  Im.  22s.  claimed 
by  "Major"  Taylor. 

McDuffee  was  paced  by  a  steam  motor  fitted 
with  a  wind  shield.  His  fastest  quarter  was 
18  seconds,  and  his  fastest  half  39  seconds. 
Following  McDuffee's  performance,  "Ben" 
Monroe  rode  twenty  miles  in  33m.  15  2-5s. 


LIKE  THE  WIND. 


McDuffee    Rides    Lil<e    a    Cyclone    and    Puts 

Up  New  Figures  for  the  Ten 

Miles. 

The  work  behind  the  steam  motor  by  Eddie 
McDuffee  nowadays  makes  the  cycling  world 
wonder  where  the  clipping  of  records  on  the 
track  will  finally  stop.  The  motor  that  this 
rider  uses  has  been  referred  to  as  a  "locomo- 
tive on  two  wheels,"  as  though  this  were 
something  against  the  rider  and  as  though  he 
were  to  be  blamed  for  procuring  what  he 
thought  the   fastest  pacing  machine. 

On  the  track  at  Brockton,  Mass.,  Thurs- 
day, McDuffee  rode  ten  miles  against  the 
record  and  cut  more  than  a  minute — to  be 
exact,  a  minute  and  four  seconds — from  the 
old  mark,  held  by  Harry  Elkes.  The  time 
for  the  ten  miles  was  15  minutes  18  3-5  sec- 
onds, an  average  of  1.31 4-5  for  each  mile. 
The  last  mile  was  done  in  1.29  2-5,  which 
shows  that  the  rider  had  something  left  in 
him  at  the  finish. 

The  rider  made  new  records  from  the  two 
miles  up,  inclusive.  The  old  two-mile  mark 
was  3.09,  held  by  Harry  Gibson.  The  ride 
yesterday  was  the  first  time  that  five  miles 
has  been  covered  under  eight  minutes.  Mc- 
Duffee rode  a  Columbia  chainless  geared  to 
135.     The  time  bv  miles: 


Individual  Total 

Miles.        Time.  Time. 

1 1.33  4-S  1.33  4-5 

2 1.313-5  3.05  2-5 

3 1.29  2-5  4.34  4-5 

4 1.32  3-5  6.07  3-5 

5 1.33  7.40  2-5 


Individual    Total 

Miles.        Time.  Time. 

6 1.301-5  9.10  3-5 

7 1.311-5  10.414-5 

8 1.35  12.16  4-5 

9 1.32  2-5  13.49  1-5 

10 1.29  2-5  15.18  3-5 


Opposed  to  Exercise. 

How  many  bicycles  do  you  think  there 
would  be  in  this  world  if  every  man  held  the 
same  ideas  of  exercise  as  this  one  does? 

"I  rejoice  to  say  that  I  never,  when  young, 
acquired  the  pernicious  habit  of  taking  ex- 
ercise. I  therefore  thrive  without  it  now  that 
I  am  old,  and  am  not  a  slave  of  my  muscles. 
When  I  see  a  mountain,  I  am  bitten  with  no 
desire  to  climb  it.  I  toil  round  no  golf-link. 
I  bound  about  no  tennis  court.  I  neither 
propel  a  ball  with  a  bat,  nor  run  after  a  ball 
when  propelled  by  someone  else.  As  for  a 
constitutional,  the  idea  never  enters  my  head. 
Yet  I  always  come  to  my  dinner  with  a  fair 
appetite. 

"Exercise,  indeed,  is,  to  my  thinking,  much 
like  drinking.  Drink  or  take  exercise  when 
young  and  you  are  obliged  to  keep  the  habit 
up.  I  have  observed  that,  whenever  a  bastile 
or  some  such  prison  is  invaded  by  a  mob, 
some  very,  very  aged  men  are  found  in  the 
cells  below  ground,  in  a  state  of  good  health 
and   considerable   vitality.     Tl   is  evident   that 


their  condition  was  not  due  to  taking  exer- 
cise; indeed,  the  prisoners  seem  to  have  with- 
stood cold  and  deprivations  because  they 
necessarily  had  to  sit  still. 

"Athletes  are  preparing  for  themselves  a 
wretched  old  age.  When  they  can  no  longer 
kick  about  balls,  or  push  bicycles,  they  will 
have  each  day  to  take  a  long  walk  for  the 
sake  of  their  livers,  although  they  would  in- 
finitely prefer  to  do  nothing  of  the  sort." 


Mock's  New  Inter-City  Figures. 

Chas.  Mock  on  Sunday  broke  the  New  York- 
Philadelphia  road  record  by  an  hour.  He  left 
City  Hall,  New  York,  at  4.20  a.  m.  and  reached 
Philadelphia  at  10.08J  a.  m.  Because  of  the 
heavy  condition  of  the  roads  he  did  not  make 
the  return  trip,  as  was  originally  intended,  but 
postponed  the  ride  back  until  next  Sunday. 
Mock  was  paced  by  tandems  and  triplets,  and 
was  checked  and  timed  by  C.  R.  C.  officials. 


The  Man  You  Want. 

A.  L.  Blasset,  165  Rue  St.  Meny,  Fontaine- 
bleau,  France,  has  for  the  last  14  years  trav- 
eled for  and  represented  the  White  Sewing 
Machine  Co.  in  France.  Mr.  Blasset,  while  a 
Frenchman,  has  lived  many  years  in  Amer- 
ica, and  is,  therefore,  familiar  with  this  coun- 
try's language,  customs,  etc.,  the  result  of 
which,  when  allied  to  his  being  a  thorough 
mechanic,  makes  him  particularly  desirable 
as  a  foreign  representative  for  an  American 
concern  desiring  such.  Mr.  Blasset  can  fur- 
nish the  highest  references  and  security. 


ONE   DOZEN   AND  ONE. 


This  Is  the  Number  of  Different  Kinds  and  Prices 
in  One  Maker's  Line. 

The  Bean-Chamberlin  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Hudson, 
Mich.,  report  sales  for  '99  as  fully  70  per  cent 
larger  than  those  of  the  previous  year,  with 
prospects  for  the  coming  season  as  excep- 
tionally bright,  preparations  being  made  to 
run  the  plant  to  its  full  capacity — producing 
upwards  of  15,000  complete  bicycles  for  1900. 

Ralph  Temple,  who  represents  the  company 
in  Europe,  cabled  last  week  an  order  for  1,000 
bicycles  to  be  shipped  to  Copenhagen.  Large 
orders  are  being  negotiated  for  to  Germany, 
Sweden,  France  and  Switzerland. 

The  B.-C.  Company  can  give  the  buyer 
almost  anything  he  wants,  since  the  company 
have  a  line  of  13  models,  listing  at  $30,  $32.50, 
.$35,  $37.50,  $40,  $45  and  $50,  with  a  good  big 
discount  to  the  trade.  Special  attention  is 
given  the  jobbing  and  large  wholesale  trade, 
while  special  favors  will  be  shown  early  buy- 
ers on  contracts. 

Experiments  and  tests  are  being  made  by 
the  B.-C.  people  with  a  new  model,  which  will 
be  offered  to  the  trade  later  on.  It  will  be 
a  "surprise  party"  to  competitors,  so  those 
who  have  seen  it  agree. 


Insurance  Figures  Prominently. 

Benjamin  B.  Emery,  bicycle  dealer,  Eldon 
street,  Boston,  is  in  bankruptcy.  Liabilities 
$19,360,  of  which  $11,650  is  secured,  with  as- 
sets $10,300.  Of  this  amount  $10,000  is  repre- 
sented in  a  life  insurance  policy  in  favor  of 
bankrupt's  wife. 


Will  Be  a  Winner. 

John  G.  Xander,  of  the  Keystone  Match  & 
Machine  Co.,  Lebanon,  Pa.,  is  building  a 
steam  motor  vehicle,  on  the  lines  of  the  now 
very  popular  Stanley. 
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October  12', 


THAT  EXPOSITION. 


Some  of  the  Things  Seen  There,  as  Well  as  Some 

that  Should  Be  Seen  and  Are 

Not. 

■'Philadelphia.  Pa.,  Oct.  9. — I  am  beginning 
to  wonder  where  I  belong — in  a  cage  or  a 
barn.  Some  time  ago  a  very  dear  friend  called 
me  a  hyena;  Saturday  night  a  person — whom 
I  hope  will  be  a  friend  when  he  knows  me 
better — called  me  a  jackass.  At  any  rate,  he 
asked  me  if  I  had  seen  "what  some  jackass 
had  written  to  The  Wheel  about  himself  and 
the  Exposition."  Neither  of  the  persons  re- 
ferred to  would,  I  am  sure,  intentionally  hurt 
my  feelings;  one  is  too  much  of  a  lady,  the 
other  too  much  of  a  gentleman;  and  so  I 
have  chosen  to  believe  that  the  menagerial 
epithets  were  hurled  at  me  in  a  "Pickwickian 
sense."  After  being  asked  the  question  in 
which  the  jackass  figures,  the  further  inquiry 
was  made  whether  I  had  any  idea  who  the 
jackass  was.  Partly  because  I  was  not  sure 
of  my  status  for  the  moment;  partly  because  I 
had  temporarily  forgotten  about  the  hatchet 
and  the  cherry  tree,  and  partly  to  save  my 
friend  from  some  embarrassment,  I  dodged  the 
issue.  This  confession  is  for  the  purpose  of 
relieving  my  conscience  (which  has  vexed  me 
sore)  and  revealing  my  identity. 

The,  Exposition  is  "for  the  advancement  of 
American  manufacturers  and  the  extension  of 
foreign  trade,"  which  means  that  while  the 
domestic-trade  feature  is  not  to  be  overlooked 
or  slighted,  the  primary  object  is  the  cultiva- 
tion of  trade  with  foreign  countries.  Whether 
or  not  it  will  be. fruitful  in  its  results  remains 
to  be  seen.  So  far  the  attendance  has  been 
almost  entirely  local,  which  was  to  be  ex- 
pected. The  foreign  contingent  has  not  yet 
arrived.  The  International  Commercial  Con- 
gress convenes  on  the  r2th  inst.  For  this 
function  acceptances  have  been  received  from 
upwards  of  600  delegates,  some  national,  some 
commercial.  In  addition  to  the  regularly  ac- 
credited delegates  to  the  congress,  it  is  safe 
to  assume  that  there  will  be  an  army  of 
buyers  and  others  interested  in  the  product 
of  American   manufactories. 

The  Pope  Mfg.  Co.  have,  as  usual,  one  of 
the  finest  exhibits — everything  in  good  taste 
and  the  bicycles  attractively  displayed.  Mr. 
Gilbert  is  in  charge  with  Mr.  Bel  as  assistant 
and  interpreter.  If  you  are  a  foreigner  you 
can  do  business  at  this  booth  in  your  own 
vernacular.  Mr.  Lienhard  will  b,e  here  later 
and  we  will  all  be  glad  to  see  him. 

H.  A.  Lozier  &  Co.  are  just  across  the 
aisle,  and  they  are  always  busy.  In  addition 
to  bicycles  they  have  a  15-foot  launch  fitted 
up  with  their  new  engine;  also,  Joe  Grimes. 
Joe  wears  that  same  pale,  wan,  emaciated  look 
that  we  are  all  so  familiar  with.  He  has 
dropped  to  556  pounds,  but,  nevertheless,  says 
he  feels  all  right.  How  deceptive  appear- 
ances are  sometimes!  Mr.  Perry  Gath  is  in 
charge.  He  says  visitors  seem  most  inter- 
ested in  the  boat.  Mr.  Doughty,  his  assistant, 
has  a  shell  game  which  it  would  be  well  to 
avoid.     If  he  asks  you  to  match,  don't. 

The  Crawford  exhibit  is  not  ready;  could 
not  ascertain  the  reason. 

The  Acme  people  are  on  the  other  aisle,  just 
back  of  Lozier,  and  their  display  is  well  worth 
looking  at. 

The  H.  P.  Snyder  Mfg.  Co.  have  a  full  line 
of  Laclede  bicycles,   which  they  manufacture 


for  the  Simmons  Hardware  Co.,  and  Mr. 
Penn,  their  representative,  says  that  he  has 
already  negotiated  some  substantial  sales  to 
foreign  buyers.  They  must  be  doing  well, 
for  the  machines  are  generally  covered  with 
their  night  clothes  before  9  p.  m.,  an  hour  or 
more  before  closing  time. 

E.  C.  Stearns  &  Co.  have  got  as  far  away 
as  possible  from  the  bicycle  section,  ahd  at 
the  extreme  southern  end  of  the  main  build- 
ing have  a  display  of  bicycles  and  lawn  mow- 
ers. There  are  good  locations  still  to  be  had 
and  they  ought  to  change  while  they  have  a 
chance. 

The  Bullis  Gear  Case  Co.  and  the  Snow 
Wire  Mfg.  Co.  are  nicely  located  in  a  joint 
booth,  which  is  not  yet  fully  prepared.  They 
expect  to  be  ready  in  a  day  or  two,  and  I 
will  write  you  about  them  next  time.  In  the 
same  booth  with  them  is  a  display  of  "In- 
dividual Communion  Glasses."  What  con- 
nection there  is  between  gear  cases,  luggage 
carriers  and  individual  communion  glasses 
does  not  appear.  The  gears  are  all  right:  so 
are  the  luggage  carriers  and  the  glasses  are 
very   handsome   and   attractive. 

The  "Neverout"  people  have  a  unique  ex- 
hibit— two  imitation  lighthouses  surmounted 
by  electric  Neverout  lamps.  The  lower  parts 
of  the  lighthouses  are  fitted  up  for  entertain- 
ment and  storage  purposes.  One  is  called  the 
Blue  Room.  The  furniture  is  not  elaborate 
but  is  very  palatable.  Leaving  the  Blue  Room 
out  of  consideration,  the  Rosenbluth  broth- 
ers are  pleasant  people  to  visit. 


AN  OLIVE    BRANCH. 


Extending    the    Token  of  Freedom    and    Fair 
Play. 

That  wearing  of  the  green  is  no  crime  in 
this  country,  but,  in  the  case  of  a  cycle  is  a 
positive  advantage,  has  been  conclusively 
proven  by  the  Olive  Wheel  Co.,  of  Syracuse. 
That  there  may  be  no  doubt  as  to  what  this 
concern  intend  doing  the  following  Olive  an- 
nouncement has  been  made: 

"Our  model  designs  are  completed,  and 
samples  will  be  ready  for  our  traveling  men 
to  start  out  on  the  15th  inst.  Our  line  will 
be  a  most  complete  one,  consisting  of  high- 
grade  ladies'  and  gents'  models;  a  chainless, 
racer,  and  a  cushion  frame  wheel.  Will  also 
market  a  medium  grade  line  which  will  carry 
the  same  guarantee  as  our  higher  priced 
wheels.  No  material  change  will  be  made  in 
construction.  A  few  minor  parts  will  be  im- 
proved upon.  The  most  radical  change  will 
be  in  the  finish,  which  will  make  the  'Olive' 
one  of  the  most  striking  and  attractive  wheels 
on   the   market. 

"The  coaster  and  brake  will  figure  largely 
in  the  trade  next  season.  The  'Trebert'  de- 
vice will  be  used  by  us.  It  is  compact  and 
neat  in  appearance,  effective  in  its  workings, 
most  practical  in  construction,  and  durable 
because  the  only  points  of  contact  are  on  its 
frictional   surface. 

"We  are  independent  manufacturers  with 
facilities  to  make  and  market  our  own  pro- 
duct, and  to  properly  look  after  the  increased 
trade  which  we  anticipate.  This  is  a  wide 
world  with  plenty  of  room  for  all.  In  some 
instances  competition  will  be  somewhat  keen, 
but  prices  will  be  maintained,  as  they  are 
based  on  the  cost  of  manufacture  with  a  rea- 
sonable percentage  added  for  profit.  A  slight 
reduction  may  be  made  on  high-grade  wheels, 


regardless  of  the  fact  that  raw  material  and 
steel  products  have  taken  such  an  advance. 
The  curtailing  of  factory  and  selling  expenses 
will  more  than  offset  this." 


A   WAITING   AFFAIR. 


Still  Playing  the  What-ls-the-Other-Fellow-Going-to- 
Do  Game. 

Judging  from  the  activity  being  displayed 
at  the  Standard  Welding  Co.'s  handsome  new 
establishment  in  Cleveland,  this  concern's 
electrically  welded  tube  will,  during  the  com- 
ing season,  be  built  into  more  bicycles  than 
ever  before.  The  sales  department  of  this 
company  did  some  tall  figuring  during  the 
summer  months,  and.  as  a  result,  some  fine 
large  contracts  were  corralled  before  that  "em- 
barrassed feeling"  caused  by  the  completion 
of  A.  B.  C.-ism  became  too  prevalent.  Said 
a  Standard  official  the  other  day: 

"We  had  the  finest  kind  of  trade  up  to  the 
time  the  final  consummation  of  the  combina- 
tion was  announced,  but  since  then  the  large 
majority  of  people  have  been  playing  a  waiting 
game.  The  A.  B.  C.  concerns  have  had  orders 
not  to  buy  and  the  outsiders  are  waiting  to 
see  the  wheels  and  prices  the  A.  B.  C.  will 
announce;  that  seems  to  be  the  situation  in 
a  nutshell.  However,  the  deadlock  must  be 
broken  before  long  by  all  people  who  expect 
to  build  wheels  for  next  season.  When  the 
break  does  come,  the  material  people  will  be 
covered  over  with  business.  Some  of  the 
slow  ones  will  probably  be  disappointed,  but 
like  the  physician  who  is  called  upon  at  any 
time  of  day  or  night  and  in  all  kinds  of 
weather,  we  are  in  the  business  and  shall 
simply  do  the  best  we  can  under  the  circum- 
stances." 

The  Standard  welded  flush  seat-post  stands 
in  a  class  all  by  itself.  It  has  never  been  suc- 
cessfully imitated,  and  it  has  such  a  finished 
appearance  that  the  Standard  people  are  prac- 
tically the  best  class  of  people  on  the  seat-post 
proposition. 


Two  in  Lorain. 

Lorain,  Ohio,  Oct.  T.^The  spring  frame 
bicycle  that  has  been  much  discussed  in  con- 
nection with  the  Lorain  Wheel  Co.  and  one  or 
two  other  companies  is  in  a  fair  way  of  being 
put  upon  the  market  with  a  good  backing.  A 
syndicate  of  Lorain  men  and  some  outsiders, 
including  the  inventor,  Williams,  have  organ- 
ized with  a  capital  of  $25,000  and  are  now  ne- 
gotiating with  manufacturers  for  making  at 
least  l.OOCi  of  these  wheels  for  this  season.  It 
is  proposed  to  put  them  in  the  hands  of  re- 
sponsible retailers  in  good  localities.  They 
will  not  be  sold  to  jobbers  in  any  case. 

It  is  the  belief  here  that  this  wheel  will 
prove  exceedingly  popular  with  certain  classes 
of  riders  and  will  constantly  grow  in  favor. 
Such  certainly  has  been  the  opinion  of  riders 
here  who  have  used  the  wheel  this  season. 
The  prospect  is  that  Lorain  will  have  two 
companies  pushing  their  wheels  upon  the 
market  next  year,  and  each  with  good  back- 
ing and  fine  prospects. 


Wants  American  Bells,  Etc. 

Mr.  H.  Miller,  of  H.  Miller  &  Co.,  Ltd.. 
makers  of  lamps  and  cycle  accessories,  Birm- 
ingham. Eng.,  will  be  at  the  Broadway  Cen- 
tral Hotel,  New  York  City,  from  October  11 
to  17.  He  comes  to  buy  .wrenches,  oil  cans, 
bells,  toe-clips,  etc. 
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ClK  Rcadinfl  Standard 

IHanufacturinfl  Company, 

after  a  very  successful  season,  begs  to  announce  to  the 
Bicycle  trade  that  its  line  of  Bicycles  for  igoo  is  now 
ready.  We  feel  safe  in  saying  that  for  mechanical  perfec- 
tion, style,  quality  and  workmanship  there  are  none  better. 

Reading  Standard  Bicycles 

For  1900 

will  truly  represent  ''The  Standard  of  Excellence"  in  cycle  con- 
struction. The  same  fair,  liberal  and  progressive  policy  which  has 
won  us  the  esteem  and  good  will  of  the  trade  will  mark  our  deal- 
ings in  the  future. 

With  quality  as  first  consideration,  our  prices  will  still  be  so 
reasonable  as  to  enable  Reading  Standard  agents  to  meet  every 
respectable  competition  successfully.  With  ample  means  and  a 
largely  increased  capacity,  we  can  promise  our  patrons  prompt 
shipments  and  a  most  efficient  service.  We  are  now  ready  to  allot 
agencies  in  unoccupied  territory  to  responsible,  wide-awake  and 
progressive  agents  who  desire  a  money-making  line  of  the  highest 
grade,  and  to  give  their  customers  full  value,  thereby  increasing 
their  trade  and  profit. 

We  invite  correspondence. 
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READING  STANDARD  MANUFACTURING  CO., 

G.  A.  BOYER,  ivianager  of  Sales. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Pneumatics  on  Automobiles* 


^..-.» 


PARIS,  Sept.  2!). — The  pneumatic  tire  is 
one  of  the  most  valuable  accessories 
of  the  automobile.  There  is  probably  not  a 
mechanically  propelled  vehicle  running  in  this 
country  that  is  not  fitted  with  pneumatic  tires 
or  something  akin  to  them,  except,  of  course, 
cars  of  such  a  weight  as  to  put  air  tires  out 
of  the  question.  For  the  motor  car  such  tires 
are  as  indispensable  as  they  are  to  the  bicycle, 
and  for  the  same  reason.  Apart  from  the 
comfort  of  riding  on  pneumatic  tires,  which 
is  in  itself  a  big  consideration,  it  is  estimated 
that  they  save  at  least  25  per  cent  in  draught, 
which  is  equivalent  to  saying  that  a  car  can 
be  propelled  as  easily  by  a  four  horse-power 
motor  as  one  running  on  ordinary  tires  with 
a  five  horse-power  engine.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  it  is  probable  that  the  difference  in  prac- 
tice would  be  much  greater.  It  is  not  sur- 
prising, therefore,  that  the  use  of  pneumatic 
tires  should  be  so  general. 

At  the  same  time  these  tires  have  many  se- 
rious drawbacks.  They  are  very  costly  and, 
despite  the  improvements  that  have  been  made 
in  motor-car  tires  of  late  years,  they  are  very 
liable  to  puncture,  or  rather  to  burst,  and  there 
are  not  many  things  more  difficult  or  exasper- 
ating than  to  repair  the  tires  of  an  automo- 
bile. On  motor  cars  which  are  driven  at 
high  speeds  the  tires  have  a  very  short  life. 
Just  think  out  for  a  moment  the  effects  of 
the  friction  of  tires  upon  the  road  surface! 
Where  the  tire  touches  the  road  the  rubber 
bears  a  strain  of,  say,  a  ton  weight,  and  is 
under  great  compression,  and  is  only  pre- 
vented from  bulging  out  at  the  sides  by  the 
enormous  internal  air  pressure.  As  the  wheel 
revolves  the  rubber  expands  to  its  normal 
thickness.  This  compression  and  expansion 
generates  heat,  which  increases  as  the  wheel 
turns    more   rapidly.      It    is    probable    that    a 


chemical  change  takes  place  in  the  rubber, 
but  in  any  event  it  deteriorates  until  the  air 
pressure  bursts  the  tire. 

Then  there  is  another  cause  of  trouble.  As 
the  tire  leaves  the  road  surface  there  is  an 
enormous  friction,  a  sort  of  grinding  action 
just  as  if  sand-paper  were  vigorously  rubbed 
on  the  outer  cover.  Run  a  car  for  50  miles 
or  so  at  high  speed  and  then  look  at  the  tires. 
They  will  be  found  cut,  scarred  and  gashed, 
with  pieces  chipped  out,  and  hardly  a  square 
inch  of  the  outer  cover  will  remain  intact. 
But  run  that  car  at  a  low  speed  and^ou  can 
go  hundreds  of  miles  without  the  tire  showing 
evidences  of  rough  usage.  The  friction, 
therefore,  augments  in  enormous  ratio  with 
the  speed,  and  the  faster  an  automobile  travels 
the  more  risk  does  it  run  of  tire  troubles. 

Owners  of  racing  cars  never  count  upon 
using  one  set  of  tires  for  more  than  100  miles, 
and  this  is  why  every  automobile  in  a  long 
race  carries  a  stock  of  spare  tires  and  has 
others  in  readiness  at  every  halting  place. 
The  cost  of  automobile  racing  in  this  respect 
is  enormous,  and,  though  big  prizes  are  at- 
tached to  the  long-distance  races,  it  is  doubt- 
ful whether  the  winners  ever  make  a  profit 
out  of  them,  as  the  money  is  entirely  swal- 
lowed up  in  the  cost  of  tires  and  other  ex- 
penses. Every  long  race  makes  a  holocaust 
of  some  scores  of  costly  tires,  and  there  is 
no  wonder  that  manufacturers  are  able  to 
offer  prizes  to  competitors  winning  on  tires 
of  their  make.  On  racing  vehicles  •pneumatics 
are,  of  course,  indispensable,  but  owners  of 
touring  cars  are  now  going  in  a  great  deal 
for  solid  or  rather  cushion  tires,  of  which  a 
large  number  are  being  brought  out  specially 
for  automobiles. 

If  what  we  hear  be  true,  another  tire  which 
has  lately  been  brought  out  is  likely  to  put 


an  end  to  the  troubles  of  the  automobilist 
from  punctures.  In  the  outer  cover  is  em- 
bedded a  strip  of  plaited  metal  so  thin  that 
it  does  not  affect  the  resiliency  of  the  tire  in 
the  least,  and  is  yet  strong  enough  to  prevent 
any  danger  of  puncture  or  bursting.  The 
metallic  band  is,  of  course,  an  old  device 
which  was  found  to  be  quite  impracticable 
in  the  case  of  bicycles,  but  the  automobile  is 
capable  of  adopting  ideas  that  cyclists  have 
long  since  abandoned,  so  that  the  crank  who 
has  suffered  the  pangs  of  disappointment 
through  failure,  in  connection  with  the  bi- 
cycle, may  yet  find  a  chance  of  turning  his 
invention  to  good  account  in  the  automobile. 
However  this  may.  be^  the  metallic-plaited  tire 
has  been  tried  for  some  time  past  on  petro- 
leum tricycles,  and  it  is  worth  recording  that 
in  the  recent  races,  tricycles  have  won  with 
these  tires  simply  because  they  did  not  lose 
time  through  punctures.  There  is  another 
device  for  suppressing  pneumatic  tires  alto- 
gether, but  more  of  this  anon. 


A  Realistic  Hallucination. 

"My  poor,  mistaken  brother,"  said  the  faith 
curist  to  the  man  who  was  moaning  at  the  side 
of  the  road,  "you  have  within  your  reach  the 
simplest  and  most  effectual  of  remedies.  That 
remedy  is  the  power  of  mind.  Your  agony  is 
the  result  of  a  mental  delusion.  You  believe 
you  are  in  pain;  therefore  you  suffer.  You 
were  expecting  this  disease  or  derangement, 
and  nothing  but  the  influence  of  mind  over 
matter  has  led  you  to  believe  that  it  has  ar- 
rived." 

"I  was  expecting  it,  was  I?"  howled  the 
sufferer.  "Great  guns!  I  have  just  been  run 
down  by  one  of  those  blankey,  blank  fools  on 
an  automobile." 


Motors  in  Mexico. 

An  important  electric  vehicle  concession 
has  been  granted  by  the  government  of  the 
City  of  Mexico  to  Charles  L.  Seager,  of  New 
York,  who  acts  for  the  Electric  Vehicle  Co., 
in  which  are  interested  Messrs.  Whitney, 
Widener- and  Elkins.  The  concession  is  for 
a  complete  public  coach  service  of  the  latest 
pattern,  to  run  through  the  principal  streets 
and  in  the  populous  suburbs  of  the  capital. 


If  Yoa  Suffer  From  the  Grip 

It's  Tour  Own  Fault.  There's  no  comfort  in  those  hard,  unyielding 
things,  and  until  you  have  used  our 

Sponge  Rubber  Grips 

you  cannot  realize  how  many  little  Jars  and  Jolts,  Corns  and 
Cramps  your  hands  and  arms  have  suffered  that  might  have  just  as 
well  been  avoided. 

The  hard  grips  are  cheaper.     That's  the  main  reason  why  some 
people  use  them. 


DUR 
SPONGE 
RUBBER 

GRIPS 

MOUNTED 


Kindly   mention   The   Wheel, 


Specify  Sponge  Rubber 
Grips  on  year  1900 
stock  or  write  tis  for 
dealers'  prices. 


STRAUS 

127  DUANE  STREET, 


Then  There  Are  Yoar  Feet. 

Often  they  are  sore  and  weary  from  the  rat-trap  pedals  when  they 
could  be  relieved  and  rested  by 

STRAUS  DETACHABLE 
PEDAL   RUBBERS 

which  can  be  carried  in  the  pocket  or   tool-bag  and  which  can  be 
slipped  on  or  off  in  a  jiffy;  there  are  no  bolts  or  screws  to  them. 

IF   YOU    WANT    QUICK    SELLERS,     o^^    Grips   and    Pedal 

Rubbers  stand  at  the  top 
and  we  have  conforming  plugs,  pump  carriers,  luggage  carriers  and 
a  lot  of  other  sundries  that 
it  is  "cheaper  to  buy  than 
go  without." 

TIRE   CO., 

•        ■       NEW  YORK. 
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The  Famous  Sartus. 

When  ball  retainers  were  introduced  to  the 
bicycle  trade  by  the  Sartus  Ball  Bearing  Co., 
of  New  York,  they  were  not  received  with 
any  great  amount  of  enthusiasm.  To  con- 
vince the  trade  of  the  merits  of  their  product, 
the  firm  invented  a  simple  device  to  measure 
the  friction  in  bearings.  It  consisted  of  a 
weighted  fork  to  be  attached  to  a  hub,  run- 
ning in  a  belt  attached  to  a  shaft.  They  tested 
many  hubs  in  this  manner,  some  of  which 
were  fitted  with  Sartus  retainers  and  others 
the  old  style  bearings.  The  parts  of  these 
hubs  were  made  at  the  same  time,  hardened 
and  lubricated  alike,  and  the  result  was,  that 
at  a  speed  of  3,000  miles  a  day,  the  hubs 
with  ordinary  bearings  could  not  run  half 
a  day,  because  they  became  so  hot  that 
the     material      became     soft      again,     while 


the  hubs  fitted  with  retainers  were  run 
for  over  30,000  miles  consecutively,  and 
under  magnified  examination  showed  ab- 
solutely no  wear  and  tear,  in  fact  looked 
and  were  better  than  they  were  at  the  start. 
After  a  time  the  trade  began  to  take  an  in- 
terest in  retainers,  and  experiments  were 
made.  The  retainers  were  subjected  to  many 
severe  tests,  and  now,  as  a  result,  there  is 
hardly  a  wheel  built  but  what  has  a  retainer 
of  some  kind. 

The  first  retainers  were  made  of  solid 
brass,  but  when  bicycle  manufacturers  began 
to  take  off  ounces  to  produce  lighter  wheels 
than  their  competitors,  the  Sartus  Company 
produced  a  retainer  as  strong  and  light  as  it 
was  possible  to  combine  these  factors.  Sub- 
sequently weight  ceased  to  be  such  an  impor- 
tant consideration  in  the  building  of  bicycles 


and  the  firm  was  enabled  to  put  more  weight 
into  their  retainers,  which,  of  course,  resulted 
in  a  much  stronger  article.  The  retainer 
which  the  company  is  making  for  the  1900 
trade  will  fit  almost  any  cone  or  cup. 


Soft  for  the  Haods. 

The  Straus  Tire  Co.,  127  Duane  street,  New 
York,  have  taken  the  license  for  the  manu- 
facture of  the  well-known  "sponge  rubber 
grips,"  and  with  their  characteristic  energy 
will  make  it  one  of  the  leading  sundries  on  the 
market. 


Sure  to  Score. 

In  the  trade  paper  the  advertiser  offering 
something  special  to  the  trade  represented  has 
his  "game,"  so  to  speak,  directly  before  him. 
Every  shot  he  sends  forth  hits  the  exact  mark. 


f  """""'" 


.  j^^^^^^.^  ■M'4'4"I"I"I"I"I"I"I"I"I"I"I"IH 


HANDLE-BARS.         I 


BRENNAN.  PAT.DEC.14.97    (C5>-l) 
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You  cannot  buy  better  value   for   the  money.    Try 
them;  ask  for  prices  and  be  convinced. 

MAKERS: 


I  Hunter  Arms  rn..  fulton.  n.  y.  i 


ADJUSTABLE,  with 

EXPANDER    STEM. 

MAKERS: 

Brennan  Handle-Bar  Co., 

SYRACUSE,  N.  Y. 


t 

+     CHICAGO.     TOLEDO.      TORONTO.      NEW  YORK.      LONDON. 

J  Kindly  mention  The  Wheel, 

v 


SOLE    SELLING    AGENTS: 

CROSBY  &  MAYER  CO.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


SOLE    SELLING    AGENTS: 

CROSBY  &  MAYER  CO.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

CHICAGO.  TOLEDO.   TORONTO.  NEW  YORK.  LONDON. 
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They  look  so  alike— wood  rims,  we  mean— that  your  safety  lies  in 
not  trusting  to  looks  at  all.  You  can  be  most  safe  by  pinning 
your  faith  to  a  tried  and  reputable  product.  Years  of  rim-making 
have  given  to  the  Olds  Wagon  Works,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  the 
"know-how."  A  well-established  reputation  for  good  goods  has 
made  them  careful  that  it  shall  be  sustained.  Shop  capacity  and 
modernness  of  method  enable  them  to  talk  interestingly  on  prices. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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October  12, 


NO  LICENSE  NEEDED. 


Philadelphia  Soions  Taught    the    Law    Regarding 

Automobiles  and  the  Taxation 

Thereof. 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  i). — The  question  of  li- 
censing" automobiles  has  been  settled,  so  far 
as  the  legal  determination  of  the  matter  is 
concerned,  in  the  opinion  sent  to  the  Law 
Committee  by  City  Solicitor  Kinsey  this 
morning.  This  opinion  holds  that  it  is  not 
possible  to  charge  a  license  fee  for  the  opera- 
tion of  these  nor  any  other  vehicles  except 
where  the  automobiles  are  let  for  hire. 

The  sub-committee  of  the  Law  Committee, 
of  which  Joseph  M.  Adams  is  chairman,  de- 
sired to  create  an  ordinance  fixing  the  tax 
rate  at  $10  a  year  for  all  such  vehicles.  The 
opinion  holds  that  authority  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  to  require  the  payment  of  a  li- 
cense fee  for  the  use  of  omnibuses  and  vehi- 
cles in  the  nature  thereof  is  contained  in  the 
act  of  April  15,  1850,  but  the  authority  there 
given  is  limited  to  vehicles  employed  in  the 
conveyance  of  persons  for  hire.  It  therefore 
follows  that  the  provisions  of  an  ordinance 
which  would  call  for  the  payment  of  a  license 
fee  by  the  owner  of  any  vehicle  propelled  by 
electric,  oil  or  battery  power,  as  suggested 
by  the  proposed  ordinance,  whether  or  not 
it  is  used  as  a  conveyance  of  persons  for  hire, 
would  be  invalid. 

Mayor  Ashbridge  was  visited  during  the 
morning  by  former  Mayor  Stokley,  who  came 
to  discuss  the  question  of  allowing  automo- 
biles in  Fairmount  Park.  Mr.  Stokley  said 
that  he  favored  admitting  noiseless  vehicles 
to  the  people's  pleasure  ground.  Mayor  Ash- 
bridge suggested  that  four  or  five  automo- 
biles be  driven  out  Spring  Garden  street, 
through  the  Park  to  Girard  avenue,  and  over 
the  bridge  to  note  the  efifect  on  spirited  horses. 
"The  court  has  ruled,"  said  Mr.  Stokley,  "that 
no  pleasure  vehicles  can  be  kept  out  of  the 
park,  and  this  applies  to  this  case." 


The  Whys  of  a  Warwiclt. 

Over  in  London  Countess  Warwick  has  cast 
a  bombshell  into  the  Ladies'  Automobile 
Club,  of  which  she  was  invited  to  become  a 
patroness  and  member.  The  Countess  replied: 

"I  know  nothing  about  automobiles,  and 
what  little  I  know  I  dislike.  And  why  should 
there  be  a  ladies'  club?  Why  can't  ladies  he- 
long  to  the  men's  automobile  club?  They 
will  be  very  useful  if  they  can  be  made  to 
carry  and  draw  heavy  loads  in  the  country 
and  in  town.  At  present  they  cannot  do  any- 
thing useful,  but  I  suppose  they  are  an  amuse- 
ment to  rich  people,  for  they  are  very  expen- 
sive, and  they  are  a  weariness  to  those  who 
love  horses.  But  why,  oh,  why  do  women 
want  to  dissociate  themselves  from  men  in 
everything?" 

The  ladies'  club  has  been  heard  of  no  fur- 
ther. 


If  the  Capital  Is  Secured. 

Toledo,  Oct.  9. — There  is  a  probability  of 
the  establishment  of  an  automobile  factory  in 
Toledo  shortly.  F.  G.  Donkenwadel,  of  Cos- 
hocton, the  patentee  of  the  double-geared  ac- 
tion for  automobiles,  has  been  in  the  city  for 
the  past  week  trying  to  interest  capitalists 
in  the  invention,  and  has,  according  to  the 
best  reports,  met  with  some  encouragement. 
It  is  claimed  by  its  enthusiastic  inventor  that 
this  propulsory  power  can  be  attached  to  any 


vehicle,  from  a  bicycle  to  a  wagon,  at  about 
one-fifth  the  cost  of  the  present  motors,  and 
will  run  them  at  15  miles  an  hour.  The  plans 
for  Toledo  include  a  large  factory  with  A.  B. 
Pickett,  of  Union  City,  Ind.,  for  superin- 
tendent of  construction.  If  the  capital  is  se- 
cured within  the  next  three  weeks  the  factory 
will  be  started  at  once. 


But  that  Was  Cycles  Ago. 

"I  have  been  thinking,"  observed  Brutus,  as 
he  slowly  kept  time  by  kicking  his  sandal 
heel  against  the  dry  goods  box  on  which  he 
was  sitting,  "what  an  elegant  cycle  path  that 
Appian  Way  would  make." 

"But  you  seem  to  forget,"  replied  Cassius, 
"that  bicycles  haven't   been   invented  yet." 

That  was  too  true.  Brutus  was  in  advance 
of  his  time;  and,  drawing  his  toga  about  him, 
the  noblest  Roman  of  them  all  relapsed  into 
his  customary  pessimistic  brooding  on  Cae- 
sar's ambition. 


Two  Bicycle  Inventions. 

James  C.  Anderson,  of  Highland  Park,  111., 
has  been  granted  a  patent  upon  ideas  em- 
bodied in  this  chainless  bicycle: 


and  in  this  chain-driven  machine: 


The  illustrations  tell  the  whole  story,  which 
is  not  an  altogether  uninteresting  one. 


Not  Perfect,  but  Good. 

During  the  grand  military  maneuvers  which 
have  just  taken  place  in  Italy  some  interesting 
experiments  were  made  with  automobiles  in 
the  artillery  and  transport  departments.  As 
a  means  of  traction  for  cannon  automobiles 
were  not  successful.  Often  the  guns  had  to 
be  carried  over  rough  ground  traversed  by 
ditches,  and  this  meant  the  ruin  of  the  ve- 
hicles. 

On  the  other  hand,  as  a  means  of  trans- 
port of  provisions  and  munitions  of  war,  au- 
tomobilism  showed  itself  decidedly  superior 
to  horse  traction.  The  conveyance  of  such 
material  being  by  road,  it  was  performed  with 
great  rapidity,  and  the  Minister  of  War  has 
consequently  decided  to  introduce  automo- 
biles in  the  transport  service  among  three 
regiments.      Should   they   prove    as    useful    as 


they  promise,  automobiles  will  be  introduced 
throughout  the  army. 


Newly  Incorporated  Concerns. 

Worcester  Liquid  Air  Co.,  Kittery,  Me., 
for  the  purpose  of  dealing  in  electricity,  com- 
pressed and  liquid  air  and  of  manufacturing 
automobiles;  |500,000  capital  stock,  of  which 
nothing  is  paid  in.  The  officers  are:  Presi- 
dent, Charles  C.  Corbett,  of  Boston,  Mass.; 
treasurer,  Addie  M.  Meloon,  of  New  Castle, 
N.  H. 

American  Automo-bile  Co.,  Dover,  Del., 
manufacturing  motors;  capital,  $100,000.  In- 
corporators: C.  H.  Mullen,  of  Mt.  Holly 
Springs,  Pa.;  F.  Bourne,  of  Mt.  Vernon;  T. 
Grimwood,  of  New  York  City;  G.  W.  Kim- 
ball, of  Wilmington,  Del. 

Knox  Auto-motoneer  Co.,  Chicago;  capital 
stock,  $5,000.  Incorporators:  Joseph  B. 
Woodruff,  George  W.  Knox  and  Mason  B. 
Starring. 

Automobile  Co.,  of  Los  Angeles;  to  buy, 
sell,  lease  and  operate  automobiles.  Direc- 
tors: I.  R.  Dockweiler,  C.  Johnson,  H.  E. 
Carter,  R.  D.  Morris,  D.  Laubershiemer,  Los 
Angeles.     Capital,  $50,000. 


First  in  the  Failure  Field. 

Judgment  for  $820  was  entered  yester- 
day against  the  National  Motor  Carriage 
Co.,  of  1  Madison  avenue,  in  favor  of  James 
G.  Lynch  for  the  amount  paid  on  two  car- 
riages which  were  not  delivered.  The  car- 
riages were  ordered  by  C.  A.  Tower  and  Geo. 
L.  Weiss,  of  Cleveland,  O.,  who  assigned 
their  claims  to  Mr.  Lynch.  The  latter  ob- 
tained an  attachment  against  the  company 
some  time  ago,  on  which  the  sheriff  levied 
on  the  office  furniture.  The  company  were 
incorporated  under  New  Jersey  laws  on  Au- 
gust 25,  1898,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $500,000. 


What  Russia  Requires. 

Automobiles  have  now  obtained  official  rec- 
ognition in  St.  Petersburg.  So  far  only  21 
permits  have  been  issued  for  traveling  by 
autocar  through  the  streets  of  the  capital. 
The  rules  which  automobilists  must  observe 
have  been  drawn  up  and  only  await  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Duma,  or  Municipal  Council.  Be- 
fore the  permits  are  granted  the  "chaufifeurs" 
have  to  pass  an  examination  and  their  vehicle 
is  carefully  inspected.  They  must  go  at  a 
speed  of  not  over  12  versts  (about  eight  miles) 
an  hour,  without  causing  any  smoke  or  steam. 


The  Olds  and  the  News. 

Detroit,  Oct.  6.— The  Olds  Motor  Vehicle 
Co.  is  erecting  extensive  buildings,  which  will 
be  ready  for  occupancy  about  November  1. 
The  office  building,  50x170  feet,  three  stories 
high,  is  now  ready  for  the  roof.  The  machine 
shop,  70x280  feet,  two  stories  high,  is  nearing 
completion.  When  the  motor  vehicle  works 
are  completed  a  small  city  will  be  inclosed  in 
brick  and  mortar.  It  is  understood  that  the 
total  investment  of  the  company  will  exceed 
$500,000. 


One  Trait  in  Common. 

"What  makes  it  go?"  asked  one  of  the  curi- 
ous bystanders. 

"Money,"  replied  the  owner  of  the  auto- 
mobile, who  had  become  tired  of  answering 
that  question. 

"Same  as  a  mare." 


1899. 
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HIGH  STANDARDS. 


Both    in    Name   and  in  Fact   These    Reading    Pro- 
ducts Are  Excellent  Stand- 
ards. 

A  Wheel  representative  while  in  Reading, 
Pa.,  had  the  opportunity  to  examine  the  1900 
product  of  the  Reading  Standard  Mfg.  Co., 
through  the  courtesy  of  Manager  W.  F.  Remp- 
pis.  The  Wheel  man's  was  the  first  view  any 
newspaper  man  had  been  given  of  the  up-to- 
date  bicycle  which  is  always  turned  out  in 
the  splendidly  equipped  factory  of  the  Stand- 
ard Company,  a  concern  which  has  invariably 
been  noted  for  its  up-to-date  construction. 
This  year  Manager  Remppis  is,  if  any,  a  little 
ahead  of  all  previous  efforts  in  this  direction, 
and  it  would  be  impossible  to  overpraise  the 
1900  Reading  Standard,  which  is,  with  no 
attempt  at  flattery,  the  best  looking  and  most 
substantial  appearing  machine  it  would  seem 
possible  to  turn  out  for  140.  The  weight  of 
the  Standard  Company's  next  year  leader  is 
just  21^  pounds,  and  in  finish  and  construc- 
tion it  includes  all  the  points  of  the  very  best 
machines,  with  some  entirely  new  features  in 
the  1900  make  added  thereto.  At  this  time 
no  one  is  at  liberty  to  disclose  all  of  the  re- 
markable improvements  made  in  the  Reading 
Standard,  as  the  company  is  not  ready  to 
have  them  made  public  now.  The  best  Stand- 
ard machine  lists  at  the  popular  price  of  $40, 
while  a  very  attractive,  solid  •24-pound  wheel 
is  listed  at  the  moderate  price  of  $30.  The 
Reading  Standard's  sales  manager,  the  well- 
known  Gus  Boyer,  feels  that  he  has  such 
good  sellers  in  his  line  that  he  need  not  fear 
competition  from  any  quarter.  The  Stand- 
ard Company  is  well  and  widely  known,  and 
is  not  affiliated  with  any  combination,  but 
will  be  run  on  strictly  independent  lines,  as 
of  yore.  It  has  always  been  the  earnest  en- 
deavor of  the  Standard  people  to  give  their 
customers  the  best  possible  treatment,  and 
full  value  for  their  money  consistent  with 
business  principles,  and  having  found  that 
policy  a  successful  one,  they  have  no  inten- 
tion of  departing  from  it  in  any  way. 

The  Standard  factory  is  already  very  busy, 
and  Mr.  Remppis  expects  that  1900  will  be 
the  very  best  of  the  many  good  seasons  the 
Standard  people  have  had. 

The  Wheel  man  believes  that  the  Stand- 
ard $40  machine  will  meet  with  nothing  but 
the  most  favorable  criticism,  and  will  imme- 
diately win  a  host  of  friends  when  it  is  intro- 
duced. 

The  Reading  Standard  Mfg.  Co.  have  al- 
ways been  noted  for  their  solid  business 
dealings.  Financially  the  company  is  in  a 
position  to  carry  out  any  and  all  deals  they 
make,  the  officers  being  among  the  most 
solid  of  Reading's  solid  financial  citizens. 


SUING    DENNIS. 


lie  Is   Claimed   to   Owe    Fifty    Per   Cent   of   His 
Subscription. 

Denver,  Oct.  2. — W.  B.  Felker,  Jr.,  trustee 
in  bankruptcy  of  the  W.  D.  Smith  Cycle  Co., 
has  filed  a  suit  in  the  District  Court  against 
Dennis  Sullivan,  a  former  stockholder  of  the 
defunct  concern,  for  $5,000,  alleged  to  be  due 
as  Sullivan's  share  of  an  assessment  upon  his 
stock.  Felker  was  ordered  by  Judge  Hallett 
last  June  24  to  make  this  assessment. 

The  W.  D.  Smith  Cycle  Co.  was  organized 
April  7,  1897,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $500,000 
at  $l.a  share.   Dennis  Sullivan,  according  to 


the  trustee's  complaint,  holds  10,000  shares  of 
stock  in  the  concern.  The  firm  was  declared 
bankrupt  in  the  United  States  District  Court 
in  February  of  the  present  year.  Felker  was 
appointed  trustee  in  bankruptcy  March  <15 
last. 

He  made  an  inventory  of  the  property  and 
in  pursuance  to  an  order  of  sale  disposed  of 
it.  The  amount  realized,  he  says,  was  wholly 
insufficient  to  cover  the  debts,  and  he  filed  a 
petition  in  the  United  States  Court  setting 
forth  these  facts  and  asking  for  an  order  to 
make  an  assessment  on  the  stockholders.  This 
order  was  forthcoming,  each  stockholder  be- 
ing assessed  50  per  cent  of  the  par  value  of 
shares  held  by  him.  It  is  stated  that  Sullivan 
has  failed  to  comply  with  the  trustee's  request 
to  pay  the  assessment  of  $5,000  upon  his  10,000 
shares.  ,'j 


ALL  KINDS  AND  PRICES. 


f 


Has  Virtues  A-Plenty^^  (\[^ 
Frank  Sturgis,  successor  to  the  Chicago 
Stamping  Co.,  has  unequaled  facilities  for 
turning  out  stamping  and  screw  machine 
work,  but  of  none  of  his  products  is  Mr. 
Sturgis  more  proud  than  of  the  Bundy  Seat- 
Post,  here  shown.  Summing  up  the  virtues 
of  this  saddle  supporter,  its  maker  says:     "It 


can  be  instantly  tightened  or  loosened  with 
the  fingers  without  removing  saddle.  No 
■wrench  is  necessary  to  do  this.  The  thumb 
screw,  when  loosened,  releases  the  cam  lever 
so  that  the  seat-post  can  be  easily  removed 
if  desired.  There  is  no  possibility  of  this  post 
getting  jammed  or  wedged  in  the  tubing,  as 
in  some  other  styles  of  expanding  posts. 


"Just  of  Age— Twenty-One." 

Advertising  Manager  Formhals  has  just 
sent  out  the  1900  catalogue  of  the  Gormully 
&  Jefifery  Mfg.  Co.  It  is  "something  new 
under  the  sun."  Every  person  who  is  at  all 
interested  in  the  progress  of  things,  bicycular 
and  otherwise,  during  the  past  twenty-one 
years  will  be  likely  to  enjoy  it  and  file  it  away. 
Twenty-one  years  represents  the  age  of  the 
G.  &  J.  Co.,  and  the  references  to  that  age 
are  in  the  form  of  etchings  on  the  'broad  lower 
page-margins.  In  the  centre  of  the  flaming 
red  front  cover  there  is  blackly  outlined  a 
summer  girl,  leaning  jauntily  upon  a  bicycle. 

The  Ambassador  of  Light. 

"Happy  Days"  Pitman,  who  has  been  gain- 
ing many  friends  and  newspaper  notices  for 
the  Searchlight  people  in  New  England,  is 
back  in  Gotham  for  a  few  days. 


A    Line  of  Wheels    Made    to    Please   the  Fancies 

and   Pockets  of   Both  Rider  and 

Agent.    . 

Should  you  be  passing  the  Snell  factory  in 
Toledo  any  time  in  the  near  future,  you  will 
not  fail  to  notice  the  air  of  activity  pervad- 
ing every  department.  The  office  is  busy, 
but  even  more  so  is  the  automatic  machin- 
ery, a  few  feet  away,  grinding  out  hubs, 
cones,  cups,  etc.,  from  the  solid  bar,  while 
the  drop-forge  department,  with  its  enor- 
mous hammers  bumping  all  day  through,  is 
almost  deafening. 

A  fine  new  brick  building  for  enameling 
is  seen  beyond,  having  just  received  its  finish- 
ing touches,  preparatory  to  an  output  of  2,000 
frames  and  forks  per  week.  In  the  frame  de- 
partment busy  men  are  pinning  and  brazing 
up  the  new  190O  models,  which  are  already 
being  shipped  on  early  orders. 

The  Snell  Company  last  year  had  a  most 
successful  season,  and  the  outlook  for  1900 
has  every  indication  of  surpassing  the  past 
year,  as  up  to  October  1  there  were  more 
orders  booked  than  the  company  had  by  Janu- 
ary 1,  1899. 

The  new  models,  40,  42  and  44,  are  changed 
in  many  details  from  those  of  last;  for  exam- 
ple, take  the  chain  adjustment  of  models  40 
and  44:  This  is  of  the  eccentric  pattern  and 
extremely  neat  in  appearance;  the  lines  of 
model  40  will  differ  from  those  of  last  year, 
the  drop  being  2^  inches  instead  of  3  inches. 
Model  40  is  the  roadster  and  sports  frames 
of  1^-inch  tubing,  excepting  in  the  top  tube, 
which  is  1^-inch,  with  square  nickeled  crown, 
two-piece  hanger,  Fairbanks  rims,  finished 
with  red  centres. 

Model  44,  though,  is  special  throughout 
and  is  made  up  in  1^-inch  frame  tubes  with 
3-inch  drop  to  hanger,  and  will  weigh,  ready 
to  ride,  twenty  pounds.  Model  44  will  be  the 
Snell  racer  and  will  be  only  finished  a  black 
enamel,  special  IJ-inch  rims  and  Palmer  tires. 
The  entire  frame  will  be  of  special  construc- 
tion, and  it  will  undoubtedly  prove  a  big 
seller  where  light-weight  wheels  are  sought 
for. 

The  Ensign,  the  medium-priced  Snell  ma- 
chine, has  also  undergone  radical  changes 
and  improvements.  The  seat-post  and  handle- 
bar are  now  fastened  with  expanders,  while 
the  frame  is  of  1^-inch  tubing,  flush-jointed 
throughout. 

Taken  all  in  all,  the  Snell  line  is  most  com- 
plete as  to  variety  of  models  and  prices.  The 
Snell  Company  will  also  supply  Morrow 
automatic  coaster-brakes  on  models  40  and 
41  at  $5  extra. 

Norman  W.  Church,  the  general  sales  rep- 
resentative of  the  company,  has  just  returned 
from  the  Pacific  coast,  where  he  won  over 
all  competitors  some  extremely  valuable  con- 
tracts. Mr.  Church  will  now  devote  himself 
to  the  jobbers  in  the  East  for  the  next  six 
weeks. 

Geo.  E.  Curtis,  who  has  represented  the 
Snell  Company  in  the  East  for  the  past  three 
years,  making  his  home  in  Philadelphia,  has 
moved  his  family  to  Toledo,  and  will  for  the 
present  remain  at  the  factory  filling  the  re- 
sponsible position  of  general  manager  of 
sales.  Mr.  Curtis  has  practically  given  up 
the  road,  though  he  may  make  a  few  hurried 
trips  to  see  his  friends  occasionally  during 
the  year. 
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The  Morality  of  Cycling* 


EDITOR  The  Wheel:  I  have  just  re- 
turned from  hearing  a  somewhat  sensa- 
tional preacher  assert  that  cycUng  has  re- 
sulted in  an  increase  of  immorality  solely  at- 
tributable to  the  bicycle  and   nothing  else. 

Isn't  such  a  man's  ideal  of  morality  some- 
what inert?  He  opposes  cycling  because  it 
has  been  abused  by  reckless  and  unscrupulous 
women.  This  is  the  radicalism  of  inertia.  Let 
us  be  mollusks,  because  there  are  enlarged 
temptations  in  being  anything  better. 

We  used  to  have  this  argument  applied  to 
dancing  and  to  cards  and  to  hard  cider.  Girls 
had  caught  cold  going  from  a  ball  in  their 
slippers.  Therefore,  bodily  rhythm  and  music 
should  not  be  countenanced  together.  Men 
have  lost  their  souls  as  well  as  their  fortunes 
at  gambling,  therefore  let  us  regard  a  painted 
card  as  a  curse.  The  temperance  prudes 
rather  run  their  argument  into  the  ground. 
Intoxication  ruined  millions,  therefore  let  us 
sow  our  vineyards  with  salt  and  imprison  men 
for  making  wineglasses. 

A  wheel  will  not  make  a  woman  immodest 
any  more  than  will  a  pulley  or  an  inclined 
plane.  Immodesty  doesn't  spring  from  me- 
chanics, or  hydraulics,  or  pneumatics.  The 
woman  who  is  modest  on  a  chair  or  a  lounge 
or  in  a  hammock  will  be  modest  on  a  bicycle, 
because  modesty  is  the  mere  expression  of  a 
certain  purity  of  thought,  or  condition  of  the 
mind,  and  not  the  outcome  of  furniture  or 
dress  or  motion. 

My  own  impression  is  that  the  woman  who 
most  loudly  proclaims  she  is  morally  afraid  of 
a  wheel  is  without  faith  in  her  own  rectitude. 
The  really  immodest  woman  is  she  who  is 
afraid  somebody  will  discover  her  weakness. 
A  prurient  prude  is  always  saying:  "I  hope 
to  heaven  nobody  will  discover  that  I  have 
got  legs  like  everybody  else." 

Now,  as  to  the  inherently  immodest  woman 
availing  herself  of  the  bicycle  to  exhibit  her 
natural  propensities,  it  may  as  well  be  said 
that  the  woman  who  is  immodest  will  avail 
herself  of  any  and  every  natural  and  healthful 
opportunity.  The  woman  who  is  a  dipso- 
maniac will  drink  cologne  when  she  cannot 
get  gin.  But  cologne  remains  a  grateful  and 
invigorating  affair  in  spite  of  her,  and  it 
ought  to  be  added  for  the  benefit  of  sensa- 
tional preachers  and  their  ilk,  that. the  kind 
of  immorality  which  they  have  in  mind,  and 
which  the  Reform  League  ought  to  concen- 
trate its  best  efforts  upon — which,  indeed,  is 
the  curse  of  modern  society — springs  from  in- 
dolence, voluptuous  inertia,  lack  of  vital  func- 
tions; an  overstimulation  of  the  sensibilities 
at  the  expense  of  the  muscles. 

Debauchery  of  the  mind  which  precedes  de- 
bauchery of  the  body  is  to  be  found  among 
those  laced  darlings  whose  circulation  is  weak, 
whose  muscles  are  flaccid  like  their  minds, 
who  dream  through  their  desires  of  delights 
which  require  no  physical  effort. 

The  mother  of  voluptuousness  is  lassitude, 
and  the  children  are  puny  vices.  Get  the 
blood  into  a  girl's  extremities  and  the  oxygen 
into  her  lungs  and  her  system  hasn't  time  for 


immodesty.  Wrap  her  in  laces  and  put  her 
in  a  hammock  with  a  notion  that  she  has 
nothing  in  life  to  do  but  read  Ouida  and  wait 
for  somebody  to  come  along  and  admire  her, 
and  you  are  laying  the  corn-starch  foundation 
of  all  the  effeminacy  and  folly  that  rise 
flounced  and  frivolous  along  the  primrose 
paths  of  dalliance. 

My  observation  teaches  me  that  a  girl  who 
has  sufficient  vigor  to  drive  a  wheel  five  miles 
has  also  sufficient  resisting  power  to  keep  the 
ordinary  balcony  moths  at  a  safe  distance. 
Other  things  being  equal,  I  will  bet  on  the 
morality  of  the  girl  who  has  arterial  blood  in 
her  limbs. 

It  is  the  swooning  beauty,  who  has  a  French 
maid  to  carry  her  copy  of  Swinburne  around, 
who  is  made  of  gum  tolu  and  "The  Ladies' 
Home  Journal,"  that  we  must  exploit  if  we 
would  get  upon  the  scented  immorality  which 
now,  as  in  the  days  of  Pompeii,  sweetly  eats 
away  the  virility  and  candor  of  the  race. 

We  are  not  in  need  of  more  Aspasias  or 
Cleopatras  at  this  time  of  day,  but  more  Gret- 
chens.  If  we  could  banish  forever  the  mock 
angels  that  we  have  created  and  get  back  the 
normal  and  vital  woman,  we  might  store  up 
hallelujahs  for  the  coming  race. 

At  all  events,  if  we  give  our  girls  something 
that  will  keep  their  muscles  healthily  em- 
ployed they  will  have  less  time  to  employ  their 
erratic  and  erotic  emotions.  If  we  can  tire 
them  out  in  the  air  and  sunshine  they  will 
not  write  foolish  romances  in  their  alcoves, 
nor  dream  idly  of  regenerating  the  world  when 
they  put  on  their  stays  in  the  morning. 

James  V.  Aspelle. 


"  He  "  Was  the  Whole  Thing. 

A  party  of  us  were  touring  through  Ver- 
mont one  hot  afternoon  when  we  came  to  a 
little  red  farmhouse,  in  the  dooryard  of  which 
was  a  regular  moss-covered  bucket  sort  of  a 
well,  with  a  sweep  in  lieu  of  pump  or  windlass. 

We  were  all  hot  and  thirsty,  and  it  was 
voted  to  dismount  and  have  a  drink.  A  tall, 
lank,  leathery,  heavy-eyed  woman  came  to  the 
door  as  we  invaded  the  dooryard. 

"Beg  pardon,  madam,"  said  the  spokesman 
of  our  party,  "but  can  we  get  a  drink  out  of 
your  well?" 

"I'll  ask  him,"  she  said  briefly,  and  disap- 
peared around  a  corner  of  the  house.  In 
about  ten  minutes  she  returned,  bringing  a 
long-handled  tin  dipper  with  her.  Handing 
it  to  me  she  said: 

"He  sez  you  kin." 

When  we  had  quenched  our  thirst  we  said: 

"Would  you  object  to  our  eating  luncheon 
under  that  great  elm  in  front  of  the  house?" 

"I'll  ask  him,"  and  again  she  darted  around 
a  corner  of  the  house.  In  ten  minutes  she 
returned  and  said: 

"He  sez  you  kin." 

"And  would  you   sell  us  a  little  milk?" 

"I'll  ask  him,"  and  for  the  third  time  she 
disappeared. 

"He  says  I  kin,"  was  the  word  she  brought 
back. 


When  we  asked  her  for  the  loan  of  a  jar  or 
pitcher  in  which  to  make  some  lemonade  she 
said: 

"I'll  ask  him." 

"He"  gave  his  consent  and  a  broken-nosed 
pitcher  was  forthcoming. 

Four  or  five  other  requests  met  with  the 
same  reply,  "I'll  ask  him." 

One  of  our  party  was  an  outspoken,  rational- 
clad,  "new  woman,"  and  this  abject  servility 
to  "him"  so  grated  on  her  that  she  finally 
blurted  out: 

"Why,  woman,  does  'he,'  your  husband,  own 
you,  soul  and  body?  Haven't  you  any  mind 
of  your  own?" 

"I'll  ask  him,"  was  the  immediate  reply  and 
again  she  trailed  off  to  the  unseen  and  all- 
powerful  "him."  When  she  came  back  she 
said  meekly: 

"He  sez  I  ain't." 


He  Took  Care  of  the  Bicycles. 

A  New  Yorker  who  arrived  with  his  family 
at  a  town  in  Delaware  County  recently  went 
out  in  search  of  a  shave  in  the  afternoon.  He 
was  soon  seated  in  a  chair  in  the  only  "ton- 
sorial  parlor"  of  the  place.  The  artist  got  to 
work  in  a  very  vigorous  fashion,  hauling  the 
victim  by  the  nose  and  putting  soap  in  his 
mouth.  At  the  first  sweep  of  the  razor  the 
customer  groaned. 

"Does  it  pull?"  asked  the  operator.  "Go 
easier  on  the  other  side,"  said  the  subject. 
The  second  cheek  fared  even  worse  than  the 
first,  and  the  city  man  sat  up  in  angry  pro- 
test. "Perhaps  you  would  like  to  wait  for  the 
barber,"  said  the  youth,  holding  the  razor 
poised.  "Who  in  thunder  are  you?"  shouted 
the  man  in  the  chair.  "Oh,  I  generally  look 
after  the  bicycles,"  he  replied  with  a  smile. 


Enough  to  Drive  One  Crazy. 

Dr.  G.  Adler  Blumer,  superintendent  of  the 
Utica  State  hospital,  has  advanced  the  idea, 
with  some  data  in  support  of  it,  that  a  por- 
tion of  the  increase  of  insanity  of  the  present 
time  is  traceable  to  the  disfiguration  of  the 
natural  scenery  by  the  monstrous  advertising 
signs  which  greet  the  eye  in  growing  numbers 
along  all  lines  of  travel  and  in  all  places  where 
people  seek  rest  or  recreation.  This  is  on  the 
theory  that  even  a  slight  annoyance,  if  con- 
stant, and  of  a  kind  to  cause  resentful  anger, 
may  in  time  produce  dementia.  Wheelmen 
are  not  the  least  sufferers  from  these  sign- 
painting    scene-destroyers. 


Reading  Regarding  Rationals. 

"I  see,"  remarked  the  pearl  of  the  harem  as 
she  laid  down  a  copy  of  the  Stamboul 
"Cimeter,"  "that  the  women  of  Great  Britain 
are  discarding  a  barbarous  garment  called  the 
petticoat,  and  are  adopting  something  like  our 
own  trousers.  Our  benighted  Occidental  sis- 
ters are  slowly  but  surely  learning  the  ways 
of  civilization,  poor  things!" 


Pa's  Philosophy. 

"Cheerfulness,  Philip,"  said  Mr.  Rydemore 
to  his  son,  "is  a  duty  which  you  owe  to  your- 
self and  your  fellow  wheelmen.  Always  take 
a  cheerful  view.  Cheerfulness  is  a  lamp  which 
dispels  the  gloom  of  life.  Keep'  your  lamp 
burning  always,  Philip,  and  others  will  light 
their  lamps  by  yours  and  go  on  more  joy- 
fully." 
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UP  DSf  THE  AIR 


and  doing  business  there. 


AMERICAN  Bicycle  Company  matters 
were  very  thoroughly  threshed  out  last 
week  by  the  directors  and  Executive  Commit- 
tee. No  statement  of  the  proceedings  has 
been  issued.  None  will  be.  The  officers  do 
not  make  this  declaration  in  so  many  words, 
but  it  is  true  nevertheless. 

All  that  the  public  has  any  right  to  know  is 
already  public  property.  The  Wheel  last 
week  contained  a  full  statement,  based  upon 
accurate  sources,  indicating  clearly  the  course 
which  the  A.  B.  C.  will  take  with  reference 
to  various  phases  of  its  dealings  with  jobbers 
and  dealers,  and  with  respect  to  the  manu- 
facturing establishments  under  its  own  con- 
trol. 

This  week  it  is  more  evident  than  ever  that, 
as  The  Wheel  has  previously  indicated,  A. 
B.  C.  manufacturers  will  be  permitted  to  con- 
duct their  own  businesses  in  their  own  ways, 
with  a  few  essential  exceptions.  In  some  es- 
tablishments no  change  whatever  will  be 
made,  and  they  will  receive  practically  no  in- 
structions except  as  to  the  quantity  of  their 
outputs,  and  those  who  have  not  already 
bought  material  will  be  supplied  by  the  A. 
B.  C.  purchasing  department.  Their  adver- 
tising policies  and  expenditures  will  be  large- 
ly in  their  own  power,  with  certain  excep- 
tions. A  central  advertising  department  will 
undoubtedly  exist.  The  matter  is  now  under 
consideration.  Presumably  the  initial  duty 
of  that  department  will  be  to  buy  advertising 
space  and  allot  it  to  the  various  concerns,  ac- 
cording to  their  demands  or  needs. 

Generally  speaking,  whatever  changes  var- 
ious A.  B.  C.  concerns  are  making  are  not  the 
result  of  instructions  from  headquarters. 
This  applies  to  curtailment  in  branch  stores, 
agencies,  traveling  salesmen  or  office  or 
factory  employes.  There  is  nothing  to  pre- 
vent the  various  concerns  from  sending  cut 
their  travelers,  models  and  prices  as  soon  as 
they  please.  The  campaign  is  on,  and  the 
A.  B.  C.  forces  are  expected  to  act  inde- 
pendently to  a  large  degree. 

The  Pope  Mfg.  Co.  now  signs  its  letters: 
"American  Bicycle  Co.,  Pope  Mfg.  Co. 
Branch."  No  general  instructions  have  been 
sent  out  from  A.   B.   C.  headquarters  requir- 


ing such  signature.  The  matter  is  one  for 
each  firm  to  regulate,  and  it  would  seem  ad- 
visable, if  the  very  valuable  and  highly  paid- 
for  individualities  are  to  be  preserved,  that 
firms  should  maintain  their  own  names  and 
keep  the  name  of  the  consolidation  in  the 
background. 

The  directors  were  in  session  on  Tuesday, 
Wednesday  and  Thursday,  last  week,  and  the 
executive  committee  was  in  session  practical- 
ly all  of  Friday  and  Saturday.  Conferences 
between  the  officials  and  department  heads 
will  occur  almost  daily  until  the  big  machine 
works  smoothly  in  all  its  parts. 

Gossips  have  predicted  that,  in  view  of  the 
small  sale  of  bonds,  the  underwriters  may 
fail  in  their  promise  to  provide  the  "thirty 
per  cent"  on  October  26.  At  headquarters 
such  gossip  causes  laughter. 

Jobbers  have  received  a  circular  letter  from 
the  A.  B.  C,  stating  the  desire  and  intention 
to    meet    competition,    and    intimating,    it    is 


understood,  that  the  A.  B.  C.  does  not  par- 
ticularly desire  the  patronage  of  fickle  cus- 
tomers who  are  minded  to  buy  here,  there 
and  wheresoever. 

There  never  was  a  more  obvious  spirit  of 
co-operation  than  exists  between  the  workers 
at  A.  B.  C.  headquarters.  There  is  a  gen- 
uine,  optimistic  enthusiasm  for  work. 

A  contemporary  repeats  the  erroneous 
statement  that  there  will  be  a  permanent  ex- 
hibition of  wheels  and  parts  at  A.  B.  C. 
headquarters. 

A  report  comes  from  Peoria  that  the  tire 
factory  there  is  to  be  enlarged.  No  instruc- 
tion to  that  efifect  has  been  sent  from  head- 
quarters. 

The  matter  of  listing  A.  B.  C.  securities  on 
the  Stock  Exchange  awaits  the  engraving  of 
the  certificates,  and  it  is  not  a  matter  for 
hurry. 

The  matter  of  patronizing  cycle  shows  has 
not  yet  crystallized,  but  the  favorable  proba- 
bility   has    previously    been    stated    by    The 

Wheel. 

It  has  been  stated  that  the  A.  B.  C.  direc- 
tors will  meet  monthly.  This  is  inaccurate. 
They  will  meet  whenever  it  is  necessary. 


SALES  PLANS  ARE  SHAPING  THEMSELVES. 


The  temporary  committee  on  sales  to 
dealers  has  been  superseded  by  a  permanent 
force,  composed  of  Theodore  F.  Merseies, 
of  the  Western  Wheel  Works;  A.  B.  Bark- 
man,  formerly  of  the  Lamb  Company  of  Chi- 
copee;  and  A.  E.'  Schaaf,  formerly  manager 
of  the  Gormully  &  Jeffery  branch  in  Boston. 
Mr.  Merseies  is  at  the  head  of  the  force.  He 
will  not,  however,  relinquish  his  position  as 
assistant  to  President  Coleman,  of  the  W. 
W.  W.  _ 

Foreign  and  domestic  sales  will  be  un- 
der the  Merseles-Schaaf-Barkman  manage- 
ment. No  definite  move  has  been  made  yet, 
and  none  will  be  made  for  several  days. 
Meantime  and  afterward,  no  interference  with 
the  business  of  the  various  concerns  will  oc- 
cur. The  work  must  necessarily  be  very 
general  in  its  scope.  Details  cannot  be  dis- 
turbed at  this  time. 

It  is  considered  extremely  likely  that  the 
travellers  for  concerns  which  have  not  hith- 
erto made  second-grade  wheels,  and  even  for 
some  that  have,  will  carry  with  their  high- 
grade  sample' a  second-gr..de  machine  made  by 


some  one  second-grade  factory  for  several 
high-grade  concerns.  This  will  be  an  economy 
and  will  not  embarrass  the  sale  of  high-grade 
goods. 

The  Pope  Mfg.  Co.  will  no  longer  manu- 
facture the  Vedette,  its  lowest-priced  ma- 
chine. Pope  travelers  will,  instead,  carry 
a  machine  made  in  one  of  the  A.  B.  C.  cheap- 
grade  factories.  It  is  understood  that  the 
Lozier  people  and  others  will  do  the  same. 
Certain  travelers  of  other  high-grade  con- 
cerns than  those  mentioned  have  been  ad- 
vised that  this  will  be  the  general  plan. 

A  letter  signed  "American  Bicycle  Co., 
Pope  Mfg.  Co.  Branch,"  comes  from  Hart- 
ford, enclosing  a  circular  to  Columbia  agents. 
The  circular  reads  as  follows: 

TO    OUR    DEALERS. 

For  the  season  of  1900  the  Pope  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, as  a  branch  of  the  American  Bicycle  Company,  will 
continue  to  tell  Columbia  and  Hartford  bicycles  through 
its  own  dealers. 

We  shall  discontinue  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 
Vedette  bicycles,  but  shall  place  at  the  disposal  of  our 
dealers  another  very  desirable  low-priced  machine. 
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October  19, 


Our  traveling  salesmen  will  soon  be  on  ihe  road  and  we 
shall  take  pleasure  in  renewing  in  full  our  business  rela- 
tions with  every  Columbia  dealer  in  good  standing. 

At  the  earliest  possible  moment  we  shall  send  out  full 
information  as  regards  models  and  prices  for  another 
year.  It  is  enough  at  this  writing  to  assure  our  dealers 
that  we  have  never  for  a  moment  relaxed  our  endeavors 
to  improve  upon  all  of  those  special  excellencies  and  dis- 
tinguishing features  which  in  the  past  have  earned  so 
great  an  approbation  for  Columbia  and  Hartford  bicycles. 


Chainless  Licenses. 

"Outside"  manufacturers  who  hold  licenses 
to  make  bevel-geared  chainless  bicycles  by 
paying  royalty  to  the  Bevel-Gear  Company, 
hold  their  right  during  the  life  of  the  main 
patent — now  somewhat  less  than  seventeen 
years.  While,  as  previously  stated,  it  is  very 
unlikely  that  "chainless"  machinery  will  be 
bought  for  A.  B.  C.  factories  not  already  so 
equipped,  there  is  no  desire  on  the  company's 
part  to  restrict  the  manufacture  of  that  type 
of  machine.  Quite  the  contrary.  It  can  be 
said  upon  the  authority  of  an  officer,  that  in- 
dependent manufacturers  desiring  to  use  the 
license  will  be  accommodated.  The  Bevel- 
Gear  Company  exists  technically,  but  the 
patents  which  it  was  organized  to  exploit  are 
A.  B.  C.  property. 

Mr.  Flint  Active. 

The  relations  between  the  Flint  and  A.  B. 
C.  interests  were  not  settled  last  week,  and 
the  matter  is  still  one  of  "a  few  days."  It  is 
known  that  persons  representing  both  inter- 
ests are  in  conference  this  week,  and  that  Mr. 
Flint  has  been  present.  When  the  prospect 
of  the  Rubber  Goods  Mfg.  Co.  making  "op- 
position" bicycles  in  the  Sieg  factory  at  Ken- 
osha was  mentioned  to  an  A.  B.  C.  officer, 
he  laughed  a  short,  explosive  laugh.  The 
Sieg  Mfg.  Co.  has  been  incorporated  anew, 
with  $20,000  capital  stock.  The  new  company 
takes  the  ownership  from  Morgan  &  Wright. 


Toledo  Matters  Set  Straight. 

Two  reports  printed  in  Toledo,  and  trans- 
mitted to  The  Wheel  last  week  by  its  or- 
dinarily accurate  correspondent,  are  denied. 
Lozier  travelers  have  not,  apparently,  been 
"given  a  quiet  tip"  that  they  are  to  be  laid 
off.  There  was  a  meeting  in  Toledo,  yes- 
terday, of  the  firm's  western  travelers,  for  con- 
sultation and  final  instructions  preparatory  to 
the  season's  work. 

Another  statement,  to  the  effect  that  Ed- 
ward G.  Eager,  long  known  through  his  con- 
nection with  the  Viking  interests,  was  to 
manage  the  three  Toledo  factories,  and  that 
Mr.  Eager  had  been  in  New  York  concerning 
the  matter.  Mr.  Eager  has  visited  New 
York  on  Viking  matters,  but  he  gives  assur- 
ance that  while  here  he  made  no  reference  to 
an  application  of  his  which  is  on  file,  and 
that  the  report  sent  out  from  Toledo  last 
week  did  not  come  from  him. 


Hartford   Rumor  Denied. 

Hartford,  Conn.,  Oct.  17.— Officials  of  the 
Pope  Mfg.  Co.  deny  the  report  that  the  com- 
pany is  to  remove  certain  departments  to 
New  York  City,  and  that  employes  have  been 
discharged  preparatory  to  the  change.  One 
prominent  official  stated  to-day  that  the  com- 
pany would  remain  in  this  city  at  least  an- 
other season. 


INDEPENDENT  MAKERS  TO 

FIGHT  A.  B.  C.  PATENTS. 


At  a  well-attended  meeting  at  the  Iroquois 
Hotel,  Buffalo,  last  Saturday,  preliminary 
steps  were  taken  for  an  association  of  cycle 
makers  and  others  not  in  the  A.  B.  C.  "for 
mutual  protection." 

The  meeting  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
plan  of  actually  consolidating  a  number  of 
concerns  which  Mr.  R.  B.  McMullen  has 
had  in  charge.  It  appears  that  Mr.  J.  Fred. 
Johnson,  of  the  Iver-Johnson  Arms  and  Cy- 
cle Works,  of  Fitchburg,  was  the  prime 
mover;  that  the  movement  grew  out  of  a 
warning  given  Hibbard,  Spencer,  Bartlett  & 
Co.,  Chicago  jobbers,  by  the  A.  B.  C,  not 
to  buy  machines  built  by  infringers  of  the  A. 
B.  C.'s  bottom-bracket  patent;  and  that  the 
plan  is  to  assess  members  according  to  the 
amount  of  business  done,  in  case  legal  trouble 
makes  it  necessary. 

It  is  understood  that  at  the  Buffalo  meeting 
the  name  Cycle  Trade  Protective  Association 
was  chosen,  and  that  a  proposed  capital  stock 
of  $100,000  was  promptly  subscribed  for.  The 
following  statement  was  given  out: 

"The  principal  object  of  the  organization  is 
the  protection  of  its  members  against  attacks 
made  upon  them  by  individuals  or  combina- 
tions possessed  of  patents  of  doubtful  value, 
and  the  assurance  of  the  trade  as  a  whole  that 
no  danger  whatever  attaches  to  purchases  of 
goods  made  of  houses  outside  the  recently 
organized   cycle   trust 

"Enthusiastic  support  was  given  the  move- 
ment by  the  representatives  present,  and  the 
necessary  capital  was  subscribed  within  fifteen 
minutes  after  the  lists  were  placed  in  circula- 
tion.     Necessary  committees   were   appointed 


to  proceed  with  the  incorporation  without 
delay  and  a  general  meeting  of  the  stock- 
holders will  act  upon  the  details  of  organiza- 
tion before   November. 

"The  association  will  retain  some  of  the 
best  patent  attorneys  with  a  view  to  protect- 
ing the  interests  of  members  in  the  matter 
of  certain  suits  now  pending  in  the  Federal 
courts." 

Forty  makers  of  bicycles,  parts  and  sun- 
dries were  represented,  among  them  the  fol- 
lowing: 

IVER-JOHNSON  ARMS  AND  CYCLE  WORKS, 
Fitchburg,   Mass. 

WALTHAM  MFG.   CO.,  VValtham,   Mass. 

NATIONAL  SEWING  MACHINE  CO.,  Belvi- 
dere,  111. 

MANSON  CYCLE  CO.,  Chicago. 

MARCH,  DAVIS  CYCLE  CO.,   Chicago. 

SOUDAN  MFG.   CO.,   Chicago. 

BEEBE  MFG.   CO.,   Racine,  Wis. 

JULIUS  ANDRAE  &  SON'S  CO.,  Milwaukee. 

MARION  CYCLE  WORKS,  Marion,  Ind. 

FOWLER   CYCLE  WORKS,  Chicago. 

H.   B.   SNYDER  MFG.   CO.,   Little   Falls,  N.   Y. 

AMERICAN  WALTHAM  MFG.  CO.,  Waltham, 
Mass. 

CHICAGO   TUBE    CO.,    Chicago. 

CROWN  ELECTRICAL  MFG.  CO.,  St.  Charles, 
111. 

E.   P.   PEACOCK  CHAIN   CO.,  Chicago. 

BUNKER  SADDLE  CO.,   Chicago. 

BECKLEY-RALSTON  CO.,  Chicago. 

TRINITY  CYCLE  MFG.  CO.,  Keene,  N.  H. 

It  is  said  that  an  order  for  machines  which 
Montgomery,  Ward  &  Co.,  Chicago,  were 
ready  to  give  to  the  Sieg  Mfg.  Co.,  Kenosha, 
was  delayed  by  a  notice  from  the  A.  B.  C. 
similar  to  that  served  upon  Hibbard,  Spen- 
cer, Bartlett  &  Co. 


In  the  New  Offlces. 

A  more  desirable  set  of  offices  than  those 
of  the  A.  B.  C,  on  the  twenty-second  floor 
of  the  Park  Row  building,  it  would  be  dif- 
ficult to  imagine.  From  nearly  every  win- 
dow the  view  is  vast  and  beautiful.  There 
are  over  thirty  rooms,  and  each  department 
of  the  company  has  a  group  of  rooms. 

President  Spalding,  Vice-President  Pope, 
Secretary  Dickerson  and  Treasurer  Garford, 
and  their  secretaries,  have  the  west  suites. 

In  the  adjoining  suite  one  large  room  will 
be  used  for  conferences. 

Then  comes  a  suite  of  five  rooms  which  will 
be  used  by  the  sales  department. 

The  next  line  of  rooms  will  shelter  the  li- 
brary, in  which  patent  papers,  letter  files,  etc., 
will  be  kept.  The  end  room,  with  window 
views  east,  west  and  south,  and  high  above 
any  other  point  in  the  city,  is  the  directors' 
room. 

Finally,  a  large  double  suite,  presided  over 
by  Second  Vice-President  Bromley,  in  which 
the  outputs  and  purchases  will  be  regulated 
and  sales  to  jobbers  supervised. 


position  Mr.  Garford  will  be  obliged  to  spend 
his  entire  time  at  the  headquarters  of  the 
American  Bicycle  Company  of  New  York, 
consequently  he  will  make  the  metropolis  his 
home  in  the  future.  Mr.  Garford  has  been  a 
leader  in  a  social  as  well  as  in  a  business  way 
here,  and  his  removal  from  Elyria  will  be  a 
great  loss  to  his  native  city. 

A  very  large  number  of  business  men  were 
present  at  the  reception  and  a  very  pleasant 
evening  was  spent  by  all  in  attendance.  An 
elegant  dinner  was  served. 


A  Reception  to  Garford. 

Elyria,  O..  Oct.  15. — A  grand  reception  and 
banquet  was  given  last  Wednesday  evening  in 
honor  of  A.  L.  Garford,  treasurer  of  the  new 
bicycle  combination,  at  the  Hotel  Andwer  by 
the   business   men   of  the   town.      In   his   new 


They  Talked  It  Over. 

Five  commercial  men  traveling  for  bicycle 
houses  and  for  houses  that  furnish  extras  and 
supplies  for  bicycles,  met  in  Denver  yester- 
day and  indulged  in  an  experience  meeting. 
The  new  bicycle  trust,  or  the  A.  B.  C.  Com- 
pany, as  it  is  called,  is  still  an  unsolved  mys- 
tery as  to  its  effect  on  the  trade.  The  drum- 
mers joked  about  the  prospects  of  working 
next  year  and  whom  they  might  work  for. 
They  were  not  sure  whether  they  would  be 
working  for  the  trust  or  for  the  companies 
they  now  represent.  They  endeavored  to 
place  large  orders  for  next  year,  however, 
just  as  though  they  were  certain.  All  oi 
which  tends  to  show  that  the  effect  of  the 
trust  on  the  business  has  not  been  figured 
out  by  even  the  traveling  men. — Denver  Re- 
publican. 
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IF  IT  IS  THUS  AND  SO,  LOZIER  WILL 

MAKE  ELECTRIC  AUTOMOBILES. 


Chicago,  Oct.  14. — By  putting  two  and  two 
together  it  is  at  least  a  plausible  guess  that  if 
Mr.  H.  A.  lyozier  continues  his  present  moves 
in  order  to  accomplish  that  trip  around  the 
world — the  trip  he  was  said  to  have  decided 
upon  when  he  concluded  to  sell  out  to  the 
American  Bicycle  Company — the  journey  will 
not  be  finished  until  Pullman  cars  run  across 
the  mystery-infested  plains  of  ancient  Thibet. 

Mr.  Lozier,  it  is  believed  here  by  people 
who  have  at  least  a  license  for  thinking,  will 
stop  awhile  in  the  United  States  long  enough 
to  become  the  biggest  kind  of  a  frog  in  the 
automobile  puddle. 

His  ownership  and  evident  interest  in  the 
Burwell  naphtha  motor  warrants  the  guess 
that  he  will  not  hesitate  to  apply  that  power 
to  road  vehicles;  if  not  now,  when  the  oppor- 
tunity occurs.  Maybe  he  is  waiting  for  Mr. 
Burwell  to  think  out  an  idea  or  two  in  that 
direction.  Mr.  Burwell  has  considerable  repu- 
tation as  a  thinker. 

And  that  isn't  all.  The  Brush  Electric  Com- 
pany, here  in  Chicago,  have  patents  on  bat- 
teries made  with  what  are  called  active  mate- 
rials. Sipe  &  Sigler,  of  Cleveland,  have  a  se- 
cret process  for  depositing  the  required  ma- 
terials. This  battery  is  said  by  many  to  be 
the  best.  Sipe  &  Sigler  have  an  amicable  ar- 
rangement with  the  Brush  people.  The  writer 
understands  that  Pope,  Riker,  Woods  and 
other  electric  carriage  people  either  buy  bat- 


teries from  Sipe  &  Sigler  or  pay  royalty  to 
Brush.  There  are  a  few  exceptions,  and  it  is 
said  they  will  be  sued  as  soon  as  they  place 
carriages  on  the  market. 

Now,  holding  such  an  enviable  position,  it 
would  be  only  natural  for  Sipe  &  Sigler  to 
contemplate  the  possibility  of  their  going  into 
the  manufacture  of  electric  automobiles  on 
their  own  account.  It  is  said,  in  fact,  that 
they  have  indulged  in  such  contemplation,  but 
have  neither  time  nor  money  to  spare  from 
their  very  prosperous  battery  business. 

Lozier  has  time.  Hasn't  he  been  saying  he 
will  travel  around  a  bit?  It  has  often  been 
suspected,  too,  that  he  has  money.  He  has 
also  been  accredited  with  far-sightedness  and 
with  the  ability  to  wrestle  with  a  good,  big 
proposition. 

From  this  point  on  all  is  mere  guess  work, 
and  the  writer  only  considers  it  safe  to  say 
that  Mr.  Lozier  may  or  may  not  Duy  out  or 
buy  an  interest  in  the  business  of  Sipe  & 
Sigler,  thereby  acquiring  their  battery-making 
process  'and  their  amicable  arrangements  with 
the  Brush  people.  If  he  does  buy  out  or  buy 
in,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  he  will  be- 
gin the  manufacture  of  electric  vehicles  very 
shortly. 

Which,  with  the  Burwell  naphtha  motor 
waiting  to  be  applied  to  the  right  road  wagon, 
would  appear  to  reduce  that  trip  to  a  vaporous 
intangibility. 


RUBBER  GOODS  COMPANY  WILL 

NOT  BUY  "DIAMOND  RUBBER." 


A  report  came  to  this  paper  early  this  week 
to  the  efiiect  that  the  B.  F.  Goodrich  Com- 
pany, of  Akron,  O.,  desiring  to  manufacture 
a  cheaper  tire  than  any  it  is  producing,  and 
not  desiring  to  do  so  under  its  own  name, 
had  begun  negotiations  for  the  purchase  of 
the  Diamond  Rubber  Co.,  of  the  same  city. 
It  was  further  stated  that,  as  the  Goodrich 
Company  is  one  of  the  strongest  companies 
outside  of  the  combination  known  as  the  Rub- 
ber Goods  Mfg.  Co.,  of  wihich  Charles  R. 
Flint  is  the  leading  spirit,  such  a  move  would 
be  very  undesirable  to  "Rubber  Goods,"  and 
that,  consequently,  representatives  of  the  lat- 
ter company  had  visited  Akron  last  week  for 
the  purpose  of  counter-bidding  for  the  Dia- 
mond Rubber  property.  This  assumption 
was  probably  based  upon  the  fact  that  a  well- 
known  New  York  lawyer,  prominent  in  Rub- 
ber Goods  matters,  and  two  gentlemen  from 


Chicago,  also  interested  in  rubber  goods, 
were  in  Akron  and  were  present  during  a 
special  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Dia- 
mond Rubber  Co. 

The  Wheel  is  assured  by  excellent  au- 
thority that  the  facts  are  as  follows:  The 
Goodrich  has  made  no  overtures  to  the  Dia- 
mond Rubber  people  and  has  no  intention  of 
doing  so.  The  Rubber  Goods  Company 
probably  would  buy  the  plant  at  the  right 
price,  but  there  is  so  wide  a  difference  of  opin- 
ion as  to  the  value  of  the  property  that  no 
purchase  is  likely  to  occur.  The  Rubber 
Goods  representatives  went  to  the  plant  in 
Akron  last  week  for  another  purpose,  viz.,  to 
consult  with  the  Diamond  Rubber  people 
about  the  advisability  of  forming  a  new  and 
independent  company  for  reclaiming  rubber, 
using  a  process  now  in  use  in  the  factory  of 
the  Diamond  Rubber  Co. 


Repairers  to  Form  Union. 

Springfield,  Mass.,  Oct.  15. — ^The  bicycle  re- 
pairers of  this  city  were  well  represented  at  a 
meeting  in  the  hall  last  evening  for  the  pur- 
pose of  forming  a  union.  Nineteen  men  signed 
the  charter  list  and  temporary  officers  were 
elected.  All  repairers  employed  exclusively  in 
such  work  and  not  in  building  wheels  are  eli- 
gible to  membership.  Another  meeting  will  be 
held  Thursday  evening  of  next  week  and  the 
charter  list  will  be  kept  open  one  month. 


HOT  TIMES,  THESE. 


McDuffee   Knocks   the   Spots   Out   of  the   Record 
Slate. 

Brockton,  Mass.,  Oct.  14.— Eddie  McDuf- 
fee broke  all  records  from  three  to  thirteen 
miles,  excepting  the  twelfth,  at  the  board 
track  here  last  night  in  a  twenty-five-mile 
race  with  Ben  Monroe,  of  Memphis,  riding 
thirteen  miles  in  21  min.  11  sec. 

James    Moran,    of    Chelsea,    defeated    John 


Dubois,  of  this  city,  in  a  five-mile  motor- 
paced  race  and  completed  the  distance  in  8 
min.  2-5  sec.  In  the  twenty-five-mile  race 
McDuffee  finished  one  lap  and  a  half  ahead  of 
his  opponent.     The  purse  was  $1,000. 

Summary  of  the  twenty-five  miles  in  part: 

Miles.                                                   Time.  Elapsed. 

1 1.38  — 

2 1.39  3.17 

3 1.34  4.51 

4 1.39  6.30 

5 1.30  3-5  8.00  3-5 

6 1.35  2-5  9.36 

7 1.36  11.12 

8 1.40  1-5  12.52  1-5 

9 1.-10  4-5  14.33 

10 1.39  3-5  16.12  3-5 

11 1.38  3-5  17.51 

12 1.47  19.38 

13 1.33  21.11 

25 1.42  4-5  41.24  4-5 

TROUBLE   AHEAD. 


Railroads  Are  Going  to  Push  Bicycles  Out  of  Baggage 
Cars. 

Chicago,  Oct.  14. — The  Eastern  lines  have 
determined  not  to  carry  bicycles  as  baggage 
any  longer.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Central  Pas- 
senger Association,  which  comprises  all  the 
railroads  leading  east  and  south  from  Chi- 
cago, a  resolution  was  adopted  to  charge  half 
the  regular  rate  for  excess  baggage  on  all  bi- 
cycles shipped  to  points  east  of  Buffalo  and 
Pittsburg  and  to  demand  the  same  rate  on  all 
bicycles  shipped  over  their  lines  from  points 
east  of  those  cities. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  subject  to  the 
approval  of  railroads  between  the  Atlantic 
coast,  Buffalo  and  Pittsburg  in  what  is  known 
as  "trunk-line"  territory.  That  the  roads  will 
agree  to  charge  the  rate  proposed  for  carrying 
bicycles  is  certain. 


Will  It  Ever  End? 

Another  chapter  in  that  seemingly  unending 
legal  battle  over  the  remains  of  a  famous  cycle 
trade  fiasco  occurs  in  the  suit  of  the  American 
Surety  Co.  against  the  Worcester  Cycle  Co., 
which  will  come  up  for  a  hearing  at  the  No- 
vember term  of  the  United  States  Circuit 
Court  in  New  Haven. 


Enlarging  Frontenac  Plant. 

The  Frontenac  Mfg.  Co.,  Syracuse,  has  a 
large  force  of  men  at  work  enlarging  its  fac- 
tory. The  capacity  of  the  plant  will  be  in-  - 
creased  about  50  per  cent.  The  hardware  de- 
partment is  being  run  up  to  9  o'clock  every 
night  in  order  to  meet  the  demand  for  goods. 


Has  One  Hundred  and  Five. 

Charles  F.  Guyon,  of  No.  362  Carlton  ave- 
nue, Brooklyn,  formerly  in  the  bicycle  trade, 
has  filed  a  petition  in  bankruptcy.  He  sched- 
ules nine  secured  creditors,  with  claims 
amounting  to  $20,835,  and  six  others  for 
$6,424.    He  values  his  assets  at  $105. 


Settled  Out  of  Court. 

Worcester,  Mass.,  Oct.  16. — The  case  of  the 
Revere  Rubber  Company,  of  Boston,  versus 
Humber  &  Co.,  of  America,  which  has  been 
pending  in  the  Superior  Court  of  this  county 
for  some  time,  has  been  settled  by  the  inter- 
ested parties  out  of  court. 


Over  Six  Hundred  Due. 

In  the  case  of  John  H.  Bennett  versus  Bald- 
win Cycle  Chain  Manufacturing  Company,  of 
Worcester,  pending  in  the  Superior  Court, 
Henry  L.  Parker,  auditor,  finds  there  is  a  bal- 
ance due  plaintiff  of  $G10.80. 
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No.  1  PEDAL. 

There  is  nothingf  that  has  been  honestly  made  and   advertised  that  is  better  known  to-day  than  the 

RECORD  PEDAL. 

In  the  first  place,  its  intrinsic  value; 
f      Second,  its  originality,  and  lastly,  the  compliments  that  have  been   paid   us  by 
unscropoloos     manufacturers     and     pedal     makers    in     deliberately     stealing    our 
''design/' 

The  RECORD  PEDAL  is  the  original  of  its  kind.    Our  competitors  admit  it. 

We  invite  correspondence  from  jobbers  and  manufacturers  on  1900  business.      We  are  ready. 

RECORD  PEDAL  MEG.  CO., '''  ^""""tfeass. 


And  Why 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


■®4^H^>f(! 
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Bicycle  Dealers 


who  may  not  be  acquainted  with 


The  George  N.  Pierce  Co., 

MAKERS  OF  PIERCE  CYCLES, 

can  observe  what  their  agents  think  and  say  of  the  company  and  its   managers   by  reading  the 
following  letter — a  fair  sample  of  many  received  during  the  past  few  weeks  ^ 

The  George  N.  Pierce  Co.,  ^®P^-  '4.  1899- 

Dear  Sirs: — 

Your  letter  of  some  time  ago  received.  Would  say 
that  the  PIERCE  wheel,  "TRIED  AND  TRUE,"  has  given  the 
best  satisfaction.  I  have  men  from  100  to  240  lbs.  riding  PIERCE 
wheels  and  they  give  the  best  satisfaction  and  I  can  say  they  are 
the  best  wheels  made  barring  none  and  having  no  dissatisfied 
customers  is  the  best  advertisement,  and  the  wheel  that  gives  no 
trouble  or  annoyance  speaks  for  itself. 

Yours  truly. 

If   you    are   interested,   we   will   write   you  the    name    of  the  writer  and  you  can  correspond 
with  him   direct. 

We  want  such  agents  everywhere  and  are  in  shape  to  handle  them. 
Address, 

The  George  N.  Pierce  e©.,  i^^^Sli" 

Kindly   mention  The   Wheel.  NEW  YORK. 


IS 
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TOO  MANY  COOKS  NOW. 


A  WIDESPREAD  belief  exists  in  this  country  that  there 
should  be  a  new  executive  department  in  the  Govern- 
ment devoted  to  commerce  and  industries,  with  a  Cabinet 
officer  at  its  head.  We  are  now  seeking  all  over  the  world  for 
markets  in  which  to  dispose  of  our  surplus  productions.  We 
are  making  great  headway  in  finding  these,  and  we  have 
been  greatly  aided  in  this  work  by  American  consuls.  But  the 
machinery  we  have  at  our  command  could  be  utilized  to  great- 
er advantage  if  it  were  concentrated  and  placed  under  intelli- 
gent control.  The  Department  of  Commerce  and  Industries, 
presided  over  by  a  secretary,  a  member  of  the  Cabinet,  would 
have  assigned  to  it  the  appointment  and  the  direction  of  the 
work  of  United  States  consuls,  the  regulation  of  trade  routes, 
whether  on  land  or  sea,  and  the  analysis  and  study  of  the  ex- 
ports from  and  imports  to  the  United  States  of  various  com- 
modities, and  the  effect  of  this  trade  upon  our  general  well- 
being. 

A  part  of  the  work  defined  above  comes  at  the  present  time 
under  the  State  Department,  part  under  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, while  the  regulation  of  railroad  matters  is  now  vested  in 
the  hands  of  the  Inter-State  Commerce  Commission. 

A  secretary  of  commerce  and  industries  would  find  that  he 
could  take  upon  himself  with  advantage  not  only  the  duties  we 
have  specified,  to  the  extent  of  thus  relieving  present  officials 
and  thereby  expediting  the  public  business,  but  a  great  deal 
could  be  taken  up  and  brought  forward  in  the  way  of  trade  in- 
formation, both  domestic  and  foreign,  that  would  be  of  great 
advantage  both  to  producers  and  consumers. 

No  more  important  or  more  interesting  legislation  will  come 
before  the  fifty-sixth  Congress  than  that  bearing  upon  the 
creation  of  such  a  department.  Never  was  there  more  need  of 
such  a  department  than  to-day,  and  the  bicycle  industry  should 
unite  and  urge  Congress  to  enact  the  desired  legislation,  for  it 
will  prove  of  the  utmost  advantage. 

It  has  been  decided  in  England  to  establish  what  may  be 


termed  a  department  of  commerce,  and  this  change  in  the 
English  government  system  is  worthy  of  note,  coming  at  a 
time  when  the  matter  of  extending  foreign  markets  is  receiv- 
ing so  much  attention  at  the  hands  of  various  manufacturing 
nations.  The  extended  foreign  relations  opening  up  before  us 
demand  the  creation  of  this  new  executive  department,  and 
the  American  Bicycle  Co.,  in  common  with  the  independent 
manufacturers,  should  hasten  to  give  the  project  support. 


WHAT  THE  GERMANS  THINK. 


WHAT  the  German  cycle  trade  thinks  of  automobilism  is 
indicated  in  the  following  extract  from  a  report  in  the 
"Cyclist,"  on  German  trade: 

The  cycle  trade  has  been  quiet  during  the  last  month,  and  many  a 
factory  and  dealer  would  have  been  near  ruin  had  it  not  been  for  the 
automobile  industry,  which  is  receiving  the  greatest  attention  on  all 
sides.  Most  of  the  cycle  factories  and  the  more  important  dealers 
have  added  this  branch  to  their  business.  Some  firms  have  even  gone 
as  far  as  to  change  their  names  from  cycle  into  automobile  vehicle 
works,  in  hopes,  no  doubt,  of  attaining  better  results  than  in  the  cycle 
line.  Time  will  show,  however,  how  far  these  new  ventures  are  suc- 
cessful, for  there  is  already  a  slight  over-production,  as  the  demand 
is  exceedingly  small  when  compared  with  the  number  of  vehicles  pro- 
duced. 

In  printing  the  report,  the  "Cyclist"  seeks  to  arouse  British 
makers,  reminding  them  of  the  German  proverb  that  "Who 
comes  first  grinds  first."  The  reminder  appHes  here  as  well, 
with  special  reference  to  the  enterprising  pushing  of  motor- 
cycles, such  as  tricycles.  A  veteran  manufacturer  discussed 
that  subject  in  this  office  the  other  day.  He  contended  that 
there  is  no  affinity  between  cycle  construction  and  such  vehi- 
cles as  road  wagons,  etc.;  and  that  the  motor  tricycles  and 
machines  of  that  type  could  not  endure  in  popular  favor. 
Well,  we  have  noticed  that,  while  some  makers  contend  and 
become  veterans,  others  seize  opportunities  and  grow  rich. 
All  of  which  is  stated  with  the  greatest  respect  for  the  particu- 
lar veteran  in  mind. 


BICYCLE   INSURANCE. 


SOME  good  things  lie  low  too  long.  Bicycle  insurance  is 
one  of  them.  The  worthiness  of  this  kind  of  insurance  is 
questioned  by  nobody.     Yet  it  does  not  take  hold. 

Various  bicycle  insurance  companies  have  been  organized  in 
the  past  six  years.  Some  have  ceased  existence  through  in- 
competent management,  or  worse.  Probably  the  "or  worse," 
more  than  anything  else  except  a  lack  of  advertising,  has  pre- 
vented the  prosperity  of  this  new  thing  in  economics.  All  new 
things  have  to  win  their  spurs  against  popular  conservatism, 
and  crooked  new  things  make  the  way  hard  for  those  that  are 
really  deserving. 

We  understand  that  there  was  organized  in  Chicago,  and 
still  lives,  a  company  worthy  of  the  name  as  far  as  financial 
backing  and  integrity  goes.  Not  the  one  which  thrived  there 
for  a  while,  a  few  years  back.  That  one  was  as  crooked  as  a 
snake  fence.  The  sound  company  is  the  one  which  Frank 
Gerould,  General  Black  and  others  organized.  Just  why  this 
company  has  not  become  widely  known  is  uncertain,  unless  it 
is  because  it  has  hidden  its  light  under  a  bushel.  It  has  not 
advertised.  It  has  mailed  circulars — a  good  idea  when  used 
as  an  accessory,  but  a  very  ineffective  and  comparatively  very 
expensive  method  when  used  alone. 

It  is  not  probable  that  the  laws  governing  insurance  have  had 
much  to  do  with  the  backwardness  of  bicycle  insurance,  al- 
though it  is  a  fact  that  in  some  States  holders  of  bicycle  insur- 
ance policies  are  not  protected  by  law.     It  is  probably  true  in 
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all  States.  In  Massachusetts,  we  understand,  solicitors  for 
such  companies  are  liable  to  heavy  fine  for  doing  illegal  insur- 
ance business.  In  that  State,  companies  issuing  "burglary" 
policies  do  so  under  a  special  law,  which  does  not  cover  bicycle 
theft. 

Whatever  the  laws  may  be,  there  is  no  reason  why  bicycle 
insurance,  being  desirable,  should  not  be  as  permissible  as  as- 
sessment life  insurance,  under  which  the  policy-holder  runs 
much  greater  risk  and  has  practically  no  protection  from  the 
law,  except  a  mere  watching  of  the  companies  by  insurance 
commissioners.  Properly  advertised,  a  company  composed 
of  men  of  unquestioned  standing  should  secure  a  patronage  at, 
say,  two  dollars  a  year,  far  in  excess  of  the  actual  number  of 
thefts.  There  is  good  reason  for  believing  that  all  manufac- 
turers and  sellers  of  bicycles  would  assist  in  promoting  the 
right  company. 


WHETHER  to  reach  the  buyer  by  advertising  to  the 
dealer,  or  to  force  the  dealer  by  advertising  to  the 
buyer,  is  a  question  that  will  be  asked  and  answered  as  long  as 
new  advertisers  come  into  the  world.  Some  advertisers  insist 
upon  getting  the  answer  out  of  the  school  of  their  own  experi- 
ence. If  they  take  the  right  road  they  succeed  and  become 
egotistical.  If  they  take  the  wrong  road  and  are  disappointed, 
they  sometimes  go  to  the  wall  and  sometimes  are  saved  by 
timely  application  to  those  who  are  capable  of  giving  them 
history.  If  they  go  to  the  general  advertising  agency  they  will 
nearly  always  be  advised  against  the  trade  journal,  because 
advertising  agencies  make  mighty  little  money  out  of  trade 
journals.  The  wise  advertiser  will  consult  all  advisers  before 
going  ahead.  If  he  does  this  and  has  horse  sense  he  cannot 
help  doing  the  right  thing.  If  he  has  biscuits  or  pills  to  sell  he 
will  force  the  dealer  through  general  advertising.  If  his  prod- 
uct is  bicycles  or  hardware  he  will  advertise  through  the  dealer 
first.  The  medium  which  leads  to  the  dealer  is  the  trade  jour- 
nal. It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  a  prominent  Syracuse  manu- 
facturer of  bicycles  gives  public  recognition  to  this  fact,  and 
will  save  money  and  make  money  by  spending  more  on  the 
trade  journal  and  less  on  the  magazines  henceforth. 

*     *     * 

FAR  be  it  from  us  to  encourage  the  diminution  of  traveling 
salesmen  as  a  large  class.  There  is  something  magnetic, 
stimulating  about  the  great  American  army  of  business  travel- 
ers; something  that  stirs  the  sluggish  retailer  into  spasmodic 
life  and  the  wide-awake  dealer  into  continuous  endeavor.  But 
everything  has  its  day,  and  it  is  a  question  if  the  retailers  of  this 
covmtry  have  Hot  been  developed  to  such  a  degree  of  sharpness 
by  the  education  they  have  been  receiving  for  years  past  at  the 
hands  of  travelers,  that  in  order  to  buy  they  no  longer  need  the 
nursing  bottle.  Consolidation  of  manufacturing  interests  as- 
suredly means  fewer  traveling  salesmen.  All  logic  about  the 
preservation  of  individualities,  etc.,  to  the  contrary.  In  time 
the  motive  for  consolidation — penny-pinching — is  applied  to 
every  source  of  expenditure.  If  in  the  future  the  dealer  is  con- 
fronted by  one  unmagnetic,  perfunctory  traveler,  instead  of  a 
dozen  magnetic  ones  in  turn,  what  will  the  dealer  do — relapse 
into  nonentity,  or  use  his  brains  and  go  through  the  perfunc- 
tory man's  samples,  selecting  the  good,  weeding  out  the  com- 
paratively poor,  helping  along  the  survival  of  the  fittest?  We 
have  an  idea  that  in  very  many  instances  he  will  relapse,  but 

the  question  is  a  very  debatable  one. 

«     •     • 

URGENT  economic  reasons  for  consolidation  and  money- 
saving  concentration  exist  in  the  carriage  and  carriage- 
parts  businesses,  and  an  efifort  is  being  made  to  bring  about 
that  condition.  Makers  of  carriage  parts  have  lost  money  for 


over  two  years  through  indiscriminate  competition.  In  view 
of  the  great  cjuantity  of  industrial  securities  already  on  the 
market,  and  the  evident  disinclination  of  the  public  to  buy 
those  securities  at  this  time,  the  carriage  people  would  be  wise 
if  they  would  simply  concentrate  factory  and  other  facilities; 
but  they  are  in  the  hands  of  the  promotion-lawyer,  who  will 
undoubtedly  see  to  it  that  the  dear  public  has  the  usual  invita- 
tion to  come  into  the  carriage  business  on  the  ground  floor. 

*  *     * 

WE  have  much  to  learn  from  other  nations,  and  they  have 
much  to  learn  from  us.  The  process  of  exchange  is 
now  in  action  at  Philadelphia.  Every  cycle  manufacturer 
should  provide  himself  with  a  full  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  international  commercial  congress.  More  will  be  said 
there  in  a  short  time  than  could  be  brought  out  during  a  whole 
year  of  hard  work  by  the  admittedly  best  consular  service  in 
the  world-^that  of  the  United  States.  Twenty-five  countries 
are  represented  in  the  congress. 

*  *     * 

ORGANIZATION,  as  it  is  generally  understood  and  prac- 
tised, has  one  big  disadvantage.  It  produces  lunk-heads 
— perfunctory  persons — time-servers.  Organization  which 
does  away  with  large  departments  as  much  as  possible,  which 
makes  of  each  man,  as  far  as  possible,  an  independent,  thinking 
worker,  is  the  best.  But  a  careful  selection  of  men  must  be 
made,  to  avoid  the  establishment  of  little  one-man  monarchies, 

*  *     * 

AUSTRALIA  has  not  in  the  past  manufactured  bicycles  to 
an  appreciable  extent.  She  has  bought  decreasingly 
from  England  and  increasingly  from  Canada  and  the  United 
States.  But  the  Australian  bicycle  manufacturer  is  becoming 
an  institution  of  some  magnitude.    Well,  he  will  buy  parts,  and 

he  will  buy  them  here. 

*  *     * 

IF  it  is  true,  as  claimed  by  many  people  who  surely  ought  to 
know,  that  on  the  whole  The  Wheel  has  handled  Ameri- 
can Bicycle  Company  matters  in  the  most  satisfactory  manner, 
it  is  entirely  due  to  the  fact  that  there  has  been  news  to  get, 
and  The  Wheel  has  been  able  to  get  it. 

*  *     * 

EVERYTHING  else  equal,  the  dealer  who  consults  the  best 
interests  of  all  concerned  will  favor  a  reduction  of  op- 
tions as  to  saddles,  handle-bars,  etc.  This  may  seem  a  queer 
statement  for  an  avaricious  trade  journal  to  make,  but  it  is 

the  truth. 

*  *     * 

UNAUTHORIZED  return  of  goods  to  manufacturers  by 
jobbers  is  one  of  the  growing  evils  of  every  trade.  It  is 
one  of  the  things  which  is  likely  to  be  stamped  out  with  a  hob- 
nailed shoe  by  manufacturers'  consolidations. 

»     *     * 

STEEL  billet  prices  are  at  a  standstill,  following  a  slight 
drop  week  before  last.    This  means,  apparently,  that  the 
top  has  been  reached,  though  consumption  still  crowds  output. 

*  *     * 

HIGHER  prices,  it  is  noticed,  meet  with  the  greatest  op- 
position in  those  States  in  which  free  silver,  opposition 
to  trusts,  populism,  etc.,  are  strong. 

*  •     » 

CONTINUOUS  cycling  causes  a  rider  to  become  muscle- 
bound,  but  that  is  a  mighty  poor  argument  for  l<ecping 
the  wheel  in  the  basement. 
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THE  PACiriC  COAST. 


Interesting  Items  and  a  Lot  of  Trade  Information  from 
the  Land  of  Sunshine  and  Gold  Mines. 


— ^ 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  Oct.,  ii.— The  cycle 
trade  is  very  steady  and  reports  from  all 
the  dealers  in  this  city  show  that  cycling  is 
certainly  on  the  increase  here.  In  most  cases 
stocks  are  running  very  low  now,  because  the 
dealers  cannot  afford  to  carry  over  a  great 
amount  of  goods  at  this  late  season  of  the 
year.  Added  to  this  is  the  great  uncertainty 
of  what  the  A.  B.  C.  intends  doing.  This  has 
a  tendency  to  aggravate  customers,  but  at 
present  the  trade  is  unable  to  give  them  satis- 
faction to  any  extent.  The  dealers  them- 
selves, as  well  as  their  employees,  are  in  a 
sort  of  upset  state  of  mind  because  the  situa- 
tion is  rather  uncertain,  while  it  is  hard  to 
prophesy  future  results.  Everybody  is  pa- 
tiently waiting  the  outcome  of  the  whole  busi- 
ness. When  that  arrives  everything  will  be 
ready  to  move  along  smoothly  once  more. 

All  classes  of  trade,  including  that  of  the 
bicycle,  have  been  hoping  that  rain  would 
come  soon,  and  last  night  their  hopes  were 
realized  by  the  visitation  of  a  copious  down- 
fall throughout  the  San  Joaquin  Valley  and 
through  the  bay  countries.  The  storm  came  in 
the  immediate  wake  of  a  very  hot  spell,  and  it 
will  afiford  great  relief  to  the  entire  country, 
not  to  mention  the  cjuenching  of  many  disas- 
trous forest  fires  that  have  been  raging  in  the 
mountains  during  the  past  few  weeks,  and 
filling  the  air  with  dense  clouds  of  smoke. 
Prospects  are  certainly  good  at  the  present 
time,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  the  year 
should  not  round  ofif  with  a  very  good  show- 
ing, not  to  mention  a  good  beginning  for  next 
year. 

Acetylene  gas  bicycle  lamps  are  becoming 
very  popular  on  this  coast,  especially  in  the  in- 
terior and  in  cities  where  headlights  must  be 
used.  In  San  Francisco  they  are  not  used  to 
any  great  extent,  because  there  is  no  ordi- 
nance compelling  the  use  of  lamps.  Over  in 
Oakl.ind,  which  is  just  across  the  bay  from 
this  city,  where  several  thousand  wheels  are 
ridden,  the  percentage  of  acetylene  lamps  is 
already  quite  large,  and  the  same  may  be  said 
of  other  large  towns  in  California.  People 
lik-;  them  because  they  are  clean,  cheap,  easy 
to  handle  and  do  not  blow  out. 

The  White  people  are  doing  a  very  good 
trade.  They  are  now  filling  a  Manila  con- 
tract, which  is  one  of  mi-ny  points  where  quitt 
an  export  trade  the  coast  has  worked  up. 

The  Columbia  people  have  sold  a  large 
number  of  chainless  wheels  this  year;  in  fact, 
the  bevel  gears  are  making  friends  and  holding 
them,  too.  The  wholesale  trade  with  this 
house  is  quite  steady,  while  quite  a  number  of 
wheels  have  been  sent  recently  to  foreign 
points. 

Thomas  H.  B.  Varney  is  enjoying  a  splen- 
did volume  of  trade  in  the  Rambler  and  other 
wheels  handled  by  him.  His  business  ha» 
been  splendid  throughout  the  year  and  shows 
no  signs  of  falling  off  even  now. 

lyeavitt  &  Bill  have  improved  their  store  for 
next  year  by   adding  a  balcony  and  a  large 


basement.  These  people  now  handle  the  Snell 
line,  which  is  quite  popular,  while  the  Cleve- 
land and  Crescents  are  moving  along  very 
satisfactorily.  The  Leavitt  &  Bill  retail  de- 
partment has  turned  out  i,8oo  Clevelands 
alone  in  this  city  during  the  present  year  so 
far.  Last  Sunday  a  road  race  was  held  from 
Oakland  to  San  Leandro,  and  out  of  the  fif- 
teen wheels  used  on  the  occasion  fourteen  of 
them  were  Clevelands.  A  good  many  riders 
are  using  the  little  twenty-pound  Cleveland 
racers  on  the  road. 

E.  C.  Stearns  Company  report  steadily  in- 
creasing sales  in  the  Stearns  Sager-gear  chain- 
less,  which  is  becoming  very  popular  with  Cal- 
ifornia riders.  E.  Christ  has  returned  from 
Los  Angeles  and  Southern  California,  where 
he  found  business  booming.  He  says  that 
Los  Angeles  is  a  great  town  for  the  wheel, 
and  the  Stearns  is  as  popular  as  any  of  them 
down  there.  The  foreign  export  business  with 
this  establishment  is  quite  good,  and  a  ship- 
ment is  now  going  out  to  New  Zealand. 

J.  A.  Hankey,  of  Santa  Ana,  Cal.,  will  soon 
occupy  a  new  building  now  in  course  of  con- 
struction on  North  Main  street,  in  that  city. 

Miller  &  Stewart,  of  Albany,  Oregon,  have 
dissolved  partnership.  Stanley  Stewart  will 
continue  the  business. 

Thomas  Glass  &  Sons,  of  Corona,  Cal.,  are 
selling  quite  a  number  of  Hibbard  bicycles. 

The  cyclery  at  Salinas,  Cal.,  run  by  Francis 
Nelson  for  the  past  eight  months,  has  been 
closed,  and  Mr.  Nelson  has  disposed  of  his 
stock  of  wheels,  tools,  etc.,  to  O.  W.  Palmer. 

The  Miller  Cycle  Company,  of  Pasadena, 
Cal.,  have  sold  their  stock  of  Cleveland  wheels 
to  W.  A.  Burke,  of  Los  Angeles,  who  will  for 
the  present  continue  the  business  at  the  old 
stand. 

W.  S.  Collins  and  James  Noble  intend  to 
open  a  bicycle  establishment  at  Riverside,  Cal., 
in  the  near  future. 

E.  N.  Ruddock,  who  has  conducted  a  bi- 
cycle store  at  Downey,  Cal.,  has  recently  sold 
out  to  B.  R.  Stanfield. 

W-  B-  Beck  has  retired  from  the  firm  of 
Tubbs  &  Beck,  Cleveland  agents  at  Pomona, 
Cal..  Tubbs  purchasing  Beck's  interest.  Clark 
McCartney  has  now  gone  into  business  with 
Mr.  Tubbs,  and  the  firm  will  be  Tubbs  &  Mc- 
Cartney. 

A.  R.  Maines  has  opened  a  branch  cycle 
store  in  Santa  Monica,  Cal.,  with  J.  W.  Aus- 
tin in  charge. 

The  bicycle  dealers  and  repairers  of  Po- 
mona, Cal.,  have  formed  an  organization  for 
the  purpose  of  maintaining  fair  prices  and  to 
mutually  benefit  the  members  in  other  ways. 
An  elaborate  schedule  of  rates  for  repairing 
and  renting  has  been  signed,  which  went  into 
effect  October  i.  The  name  of  the  organiza- 
tion is  the  Bicycle  Dealers  and  Repairers'  As- 
sociation. 

George  Burmester,  of  Middletown,  Cal.,  has 
relinquished  the  agency  of  the  Rambler  bi- 
cycle in  that  city  to  Harlow  Reed. 


Potter  &  More  have  opened  up  a  cyclery  at 
Campbell,  Cal. 

Porter  Ashley,  of  Pasadena,  Cal.,  has  ap- 
plied for  a  patent  upon  a  device  by  which  he 
leads  a  bicycle  behind  a  buggy.  The  device 
is  a  simple  one,  cofisisting  of  a  bicycle  fork 
fastened  to  the  rear  of  the  buggy,  but  hitherto 
no  one  has  had  nerve  enough  to  try  it. 

Arthur  L.  Tabor  is  erecting  a  building  at 
Corona,  in  which  he  will  use  the  ground  floor 
as  a  bicycle  store.  A  large  and  varied  stock 
of  sundries  will  also  be  attractively  displayed. 
The  bicycle  manufacturing  deparlrnent  will  be 
located  in  the  basement,  which  will  be  spe- 
cially constructed  to  facilitate  the  work. 

J.  J.  Mulholland  has  succeeded  Palmer  & 
Jones,  the  Tacoma  avenue  cyclers,  of  Ta- 
coma.  Wash.  Mr.  Palmer  is  retained  as  man- 
ager of  the  repair  department. 

Caldwell  &  Ablett,  bicycle  dealers  of  Santa 
Barbara,  Cal.,  have  dissolved  partnership.  A. 
L.  Caldwell  will  continue  the  business. 

J.  J.  Mulholland,  bicycle  dealer  at  Victoria, 
B.  C,  has  sold  out  to  Peden  Brothers,  of  that 
city. 

President  H.  M.  Dobbins,  of  the  California 
Cycle  Way  Company,  announces  that  the  con- 
tract for  the  work  of  building  the  elevated  bi- 
cycle path  between  Pasadena  and  Los  An- 
geles, Cal.,  has  been  let  to  the  Patton  &  Da- 
vies  Lumber  Company,  of  Pasadena,  Cal.,  for 
$23,450.  Three  miles  will  be  finished  before 
January  I.  This  cycle  way  will  be  the  first 
of  its  kind.  The  project  is  backed  by  $50,000 
capital,  most  supplied  by  Horace  M.  Dobbins, 
of  Pasadena. 


QUIT  QUARRELING. 


That  Is  the    Glebe    Receiver's    Advice    to    Parties 
Concerned. 

Buffalo,  Oct.  14.  —  Referee-in-Bankruptcy 
W.  H.  Hotchkiss  has  at  last  handed  down  an 
opinion  in  the  complicated  case  of  the  Globe 
Cycle  Works  assignment.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  certain  of  the  creditors  of  this  com- 
pany attempted  to  throw  proceedings  entirely 
into  the  Bankruptcy  Court,  after  certain  steps 
toward  settlement  had  been  begun  in  the  State 
Court.  A  conflict  of  jurisdiction,  over  which 
there  has  been  a  good  deal  of  wrangling,  was 
the  result. 

In  his  opinion  Mr.  Hotchkiss  recites  that, 
with  regard  to  some  of  the  claims,  the  Fed- 
eral Court  would  have  no  jurisdiction,  but  that 
every  creditor  would  have  a  show  if  proceed- 
ings were  carried  on  entirel}'  in  the  State 
Court.  He  advises  all  creditors  to  let  the 
question  of  jurisdiction  alone,  because  if  the 
squabble  in  this  direction  is  prolonged  there 
will  not  be  anything  left  for  any  of  the  cred- 
itors. He  makes  the  trustee  in  bankruptcy  a 
part  of  the  State  Court  proceedings. 


The  Trebert  Automatic  Coaster. 

A  very  intelligently  presented  pamphlet  is 
that  of  the  Trebert  Automatic  Coaster  and 
Brake  Company,  Syracuse.  Tlie  illustration ^ 
alone  tell  the  story.  Incidentally  they  show 
that  the  device  takes  up  very  little  room  on  the 
rear  wheel. 


In  the  Antipodes. 

The  Indiana  Bicycle  Company  is  proud  of 
the  fine-looking  cycle  squad  of  Christchurch, 
N.  Z.,  every  member  of  which  is  mounted  on 
a  Waverley  bicycle. 
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FOR   USE  ON   THE   DEEP 


How  Carbide  Projectiles,  Fired  from  a  Gun  at  Sea,  Produce  Gas  and  Intense  Light  on  Striking  the  Water  — 
Some  Truths  About  the  Dangers  of  the  Old  llluminants  and  Safety  of  the  New  One  —  Acetylene-Gas 
Asphyxiation    Is    Impossible. 


TO  SCARE  THE  ENEMY. 


IN  spite  of  storm,  in  spite  of  everything 
except  a  marvelously  accurate  cannon 
shot,  will  shine  an  acetylene  light  which  ha> 
been  devised  for  use  upon  the  ocean  in  time 
of  war.  A  hollow  steel  cylinder  is  charged 
with  carbide.  It  is  fired  from  a  gun,  a  distance 
of  several  miles  if  desired.  On  striking  the 
water  it  is  submerged  two-thirds  of  its  length, 
and  gas  is  at  once  generated  and  ignited  by 
an  electric  device.  The  surface  of  the  ocean  is 
at  once  given  a  dose  of  sunlight,  and  the  daz- 
zled and  discomfited  torpedo  boat  of  the 
enemy  at  once  makes  tracks  for  darkness  and 
safety. 

This  week  we  take  pleasure  in  giving  most 
of  the  floor  to  an  article  on  the  safety  record 
of  acetylene.  It  originally  appeared  in  the 
"Acetylene-Gas  Journal." 

"We  are  proud  of  the  safety  record  of  acety- 
lene to  date.  A  point  has  been  reached  in  the 
history  of  this  new  light,  when  every  friend 
thereof  may  stop  and  heartily  congratulate 
himself  and  all  concerned  on  its  demonstrated 
freedom  from  hazard. 

"What  is  the  situation  in  brief?  It  is  fair  to 
conclude  that  to-day  not  less  than  fifteen  thou- 
sand acetylene  generators  are  in  constant  use 
throughout  the  United  States.  These  genera 
tors  are  producing  gas  for  people  who,  in  the 
ordinary  sense,  cannot  be  classed  as  experts  in 
gas  making;  indeed,  to  put  them  down  on  the 
average  as  decidedly. ignorant  in  gas  lighting 
matters  would  be  very  near  the  truth.  The 
same  host  of  acetylene  users  unquestionably 
includes  a  full  share  of  persons  with  enough 
inborn  curiosity  to  drive  them  to  experiment, 
and  show  off  the  new  lighting  medium  in  vari- 
ous ways,  both  wise  and  otherwise.  Nor  must 
we  overlook  the  usual  quota  of  boys  and  em- 
ployees, who  are  on  hand  to  see  the  new  light 
and  the  generator,  and  to  take  a  hand  in  run- 
ning the  same. 

"And  yet  with  a  situation  like  this,  who  has 
heard  of  a  single  accident  in  the  field  of  many 
thousand  low-pressure  acetylene  generators, 
since  the  more  approved  apparatuses  have 
come  into  use,  say  within  a  year?  It  is  possi- 
ble that  such  accidents  have  occurred,  but  if 
so  they  have  been  so  few  as  not  to  find  notice- 
able mention  in  the  press  at  large.  The  sanie 
cannot  be  said  of  other  illuminants.  Before  us 
lies  a  recent  newspaper  report  of  a  large  fire 
in  Lyons,  N.  Y.,  caused  by  kerosene.  The  pro- 
prietor of  a  store  was  drawing  oil  for  a  cus- 
tomer when  an  explosion  took  place,  resulting 
in  the  loss  of  $35,000  worth  of  property.  He 
himself  narrowly  escaped  death,  as  he  was  seri- 
ously burned  all  about  the  face,  hands  and 
body. 

"Another  newspaper  reports  the  deplorable 
death  of  three  children  through  an  explosion 


of  kerosene,  while  still  others  of  recent  date 
recount  the  loss  of  life  by  coal-gas  explosions 
and  by  asphyxiation  from  the  last-named  illu- 
minant.  The  daily  papers,  at  the  date  of  this 
writing,  contain  a  deplorable  account  of  a  fatal 
gasolene  explosion  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  The 
entire  front  of  a  brick  residence  was  blown  out 
and  all  the  members  of  the  family  are  now  in 
the  hospital  from  injuries,  and  the  telegram 
says  one  is  sure  to  die. 

"The  reference  to  asphyxiation  leads  to  the 
question:  Who  ever  heard  of  a  death  from 
acetylene  poisoning?  No  one,  for  such  a  thing 
is  wholly  unknown,  and  in  the  nature  of  things 
it  always  so  will  be,  for  the  reason  that  acety- 
lene is  practically  non-poisonous.  An  article 
in  the  June  issue  of  the  'Journal'  shows  clearly 
why  this  is  so,  under  head,  'Does  Acetylene 
Asphyxiate?' 

"The  unsurpassed  safety  of  acetylene,  as  thus 
clearly  manifested,  stands  out  in  striking  con- 
trast with  the  earlier  direful  reports  of  its  dan- 
gerous properties.  Every  intelligent  person 
now  knows  that  the  accidents  of  a  few  years 
ago,  ascribed  to  acetylene,  were  not  caused  by 
the  present-day  low-pressure  acetylene  gas  ai 
all,  but  by  a  liquid  form  of  acetylene  produced 
in  an  experimental  way  under  enormous  pres- 
sure. But  any  kind  of  a  report  derogatory  to 
anything  and  everything  bearing  the  name 
acetylene  had  its  uses.  Such  a  report  was  most 
eagerly  caught  up  by  a  press  favorable  to  the 
gas  monopolies,  in  the  hope  of  creating  a 
prejudice  against  the  name  acetylene.  Page 
upon  page  of  special  journals  were  devoted  to 
instructing  the  public  regarding  the  dangers  oF 
acetylene,  all  of  which  now  puts  such  periodi- 
cals in  rather  a  ridiculous  position,  with  the 
subsequent  statements  pertaining  to  acetylene 
largely  discredited. 

"It  is  a  pleasure  at  any  time  to  take  up  and 
consider  one  by  one  the  reasons  why  acetylene 
is  the  safest  of  all  illuminants,  but  the  limil^  of 
the  present  space  now  forbid.  In  a  future  issue 
of  the  "Journal"  this  will  be  done,  and  to  a 
length  such  as  the  subject  deserves.  In  the 
meantime  let  us  rejoice  that  the  latest,  great- 
est and  best  popular  illuminant  likewise  is 
comparatively  the  safest  of  illuminants. 

"It  would  be  most  unwise,  however,  to  al- 
low the  truth  of  acetylene's  established  safety 
to  lead  to  the  idea  that  no  caution  is  required 
in  generating  and  using  the  new  gas.  Care  is 
necessary  in  handling  every  device  made  by 
man.  Death  has  been  known  to  come  from  so 
simple  a  machine  as  a  clothes  washer.  The 
number  of  persons  who  have  lost  their  lives 
in  connection  with  ordinary  vehicles  is 
amazing. 

"Then,  to  be  sure,  acetylene  is  inflammable, 
otherwise  how  could  it  produce  a  light.  Sim- 
ply bear  in  mind  as  a  matter  of  general  pru- 
dence that  an  acetylene  generator  should  be 


manipulated  only  in  the  daytime;  keep  lighted 
cigars  and  frames  away  from  it  at  night,  and 
the  last  ordinary  element  of  danger  is  removed. 
A  farmer's  hay  mow  is  not  looked  upon  as 
possessing  dangerous  qualities,  yet  to  have 
lighted  cigars  or  fire  of  any  kind  about  the 
dry  hay  would  be  almost  sure  sooner  or  later 
to  invite  a  conflagration." 


THE  PERFECTION. 


0 


^ 


The  Perfection  Gas  Lamp,  which  has  just 
been  placed  on  the  market  by  the  Perfection 
Gas  Lamp  Co.,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  has 
many  novel  features,  which  will  undoubtedly 
place  it  among  the  front  ranks  of  gas  lamps 
for  1900.  It  is  light,  handsome,  and  gives  a 
steady,  powerful  light.  Its  total  height  is  six 
inches,  and  it  is  so  constructed  that  it  cannot 
make  more  gas  than  would  pass  through  the 
burner.  It  is  automatic  in  every  respect,  and 
being  such  is  safe  in  the  hands  of  the  novice. 
The  lamp  shows  a  fishtail  flame,  and  attached 
to  the  cap  of  the  water  filler  is  a  small  wire 
which  is  used  for  cleaning  the  burner.  This 
is  an  ingenious  method  of  storing  the  piece 


of  wire  which  is  more  or  less  necessary  in 
every  gas  lamp.  All  the  gas  that  is  consumed 
passes  through  a  series  of  filters,  which  in- 
sures a  clean  flame,  and  at  the  same  time  pre- 
vents the  burner  and  the  tube  that  leads  to  it 
from  being  clogged  up.  The  water  is  fed  to 
the  carbide  by  a  new  method.  The  water 
feeds  onto  a  spiral  spring  surrounded  by  felt. 
This  felt  absorbs  enough  moisture  to  generate 
the  gas,  and  no  more.  The  pressure  of  gas 
never  varies,  no  matter  what  amount  of 
jolting  or  rough  usage  the  lamp  is  subjected 
to.  Another  novel  feature  of  the  lamp  is  its 
bracket,  which  enables  it  to  be  placed  in  any 
position  desired.  The  Perfection  Gas  Lamp 
Co.  desire  to  communicate  with  jobbers  seek- 
ing a  good,  reliable  lamp,  and  are  prepared  to 
make  liberal  arrangements  with  right  parties 
filling  these   requirements. 
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Some  Bicycle  History* 
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SIXTEEN  years  ago,  writes  J.  Elmer  Pratt 
in  the  "Michigan  Tradesman,"  the  bicycle 
cut  very  little  figure  in  the  manufacturing  or 
retail  trade  of  the  country.  At  that  time  it  was 
a  target  for  the  ridicule  of  the  public  and  the 
press.  A  man  who  rode  a  bicycle  in  those 
days  was  considered,  by  a  large  majority  of 
people,  as  a  probable  candidate  for  an  insane 
asylum.  A  woman's  wheel  was  not  thought 
of.  In  those  days  we  who  had  the  nerve  to 
mount  a  s6-inch  ordinary  (high  wheel)  and 
take  our  chances  on  escaping  injury  from 
headers,  as  well  as  run  the  gauntlet  of  ridi- 
'cule,  were  largely  responsible  for  the  success 
of  the  bicycle,  both  from  a  practical  and  com- 
mercial standpoint. 

Sixteen  years  ago  we  had  three  American 
makers — Pope,  Gormully  and  Overman.  The 
latter  made  tricycles.  We  also  had  two  im- 
porters— Cunningham,  of  Boston,  and  Clarke, 
of  Baltimore.  The  total  sales  of  the  entire  out- 
fit were  probably  less  than  i,ooo  wheels.  Prices 
ranged  from  $135  to  $150,  according  to  size 
and  finish.  Dealers  there  were  none,  or  at 
least  not  more  than  a  dozen  in  the  whole 
United  States.  The  maker  sold  his  bicycles 
mostly  through  what  is  now  termed  the  curb- 
stone agent;  in  other  words,  rider  agents — 
young  men  who  clerked  in  stores,  banks,  etc. 

He  charged  for  everything.  Even  catalogues 
were  billed  to  the  agent  at  one  cent  each.  No 
discount  was  allowed  for  cash  and  but  little 
for  trade,  and  an  order  was  not  accepted  until 
25  per  cent,  of  the  price  had  been  advanced. 
Even  under  these  conditions,  makers  found 
much  difficulty  in  making  a  profit.  Such  were 
the  bicycle  trade  conditions  fifteen  or  sixteen 
years  ago  and  such  they  remained  until  the 
safety  made  its  first  appearance  in  1887.  Then 
a  demand  from  the  legitimate  dealer  began  to 
show  itself  in  certain  localities.  With  the  entry 
of  the  dealer  and  the  jobber  into  the  field  the 
changes  made  and  the  progress  of  the  trade 
and  maker  became  so  rapid  that  years  seem 
but  months.  Prices  were  advanced  from  $135 
to  $150  just  as  soon  as  the  pneumatic  came, 
which  was  in  1889,  and  in  1892  a  solid-tired 
jigger  was  worth  but  little  except  for  old  junk 
or  to  sell  to  a  farmer  who  had  been  waiting 
for  the  price  to  come  down.  By  1893  the  pneu- 
matic had  become  practical  and  no  other  tire 
could  be  sold.  Wheels  were  in  such  demand 
as  to  push  the  twenty-seven  or  twenty-eight 
makers  then  in  existence  to  the  fullest  capacity 
of  their  factories.  We  have  no  means  of  know- 
ing just  what  that  was,  but  probably  a  quarte.- 
of  a  million  bicycles  would,  at  that  time,  cover 
the  American  product. 

It  was  during  that  time  that  many  makers 
lost  their  heads.  They  made  too  many  bi- 
cycles, or,  rather,  made  them  too  late  in  the 
season.  The  profits,  large  as  they  seemed, 
were  not  great  enough  to  cover  the  losses  on 
carried-over  stock,  and  several  went  to  the 
wall.  A  reaction  in  making  and  selling  was 
the  result.    The  retail  trade  was  cautious,  job- 


bers held  off  and  makers  went  into  1894  with 
large  stocks  in  their  warehouses — and  their 
hearts  and  fortunes  in  their  hands.  Prices 
went  down  from  $25  to  $50  per  wheel,  but, 
contrary  to  all  expectations,  the  buying  of 
1894  was  so  brisk  and  the  demand  so  keen 
and  active  that  makers  found  themselves  un- 
.  able  to  fill  half  their  orders,  or  half  fill  the 
orders  they  did  ship.  Owing  to  the  increased 
sales,  and  a  complete  clean-up,  nearly  every- 
body made  money,  and  that,  too,  on  prices 
which  most  of  us  thought  would  ruin  more 
than  half  the  makers. 

Capital  got  interested  and  factories  began 
to  spring  up  like  mushrooms  in  a  hot  bed, 
changes  were  rapid,  prices  began  to  drop. 
Notwithstanding  all  this,  it  was  the  harvest  of 
the  pioneers  who  had  large  capacities,  fine  fa- 
cilities and  an  established  trade,  with  reputa- 
tions secured  largely  by  a  liberal  expenditure 
in  advertising  in  trade  papers.  Right  here  let 
me  say  that  good  trade  papers  and  the  aid 
they  gave  the  maker  at  this  particular  time — 
1889  to  1895 — had  much  to  do  with  the  reputa- 
tions and  successes  of  the  better  class  of  bi- 
cycle producers.  The  newspapers  were  howl- 
ing for  lower  prices,  and  what  they  said  edi- 
torially helped  to  ruin  more  than  one  new 
maker  who  couldn't  make  both  ends  meet, 
even  although  prices  were  too  high,  and  by 
liberal  treatment  of  his  customers. 

In  two  or  three  years  men  made  millions 
who  had  made  only  a  few  thousands  in  the  ten 
or  fifteen  years  previous. 

Then  came  the  crash  of  1898,  during  which 
time  prices  fell  to  a  point  where  no  maker 
could  find  a  profit  with  a  microscope.  At  this 
time  we  had  over  500  legitimate  bicycle  mak- 
ers, with  a  combined  output  of  over  one  and 
a  quarter  million  wheels.  To-day,  at  the  close 
of  1899,  we  have  less  than  sixty  solvent  or 
financially  responsible  makers.  The  combined 
output  is  less  than  a  million  bicycles.  The 
consumption  is  about  the  same,  possibly  some 
less.  We  make  five  times  as  many  bicycles 
now  as  we  did  ten  years  ago  at  one-tenth  of 
the  profit.  No  industry  of  which  I  know  has 
witnessed  such  rapid  and  kaleidoscopic 
changes,  or  has  made  and  lost  so  much  in  the 
brief  space  of  less  than  a  decade. 

It  is  a  noticeable  fact  that  99  per  cent,  of 
the  successful  makers  are  those  who  have  ad- 
vertised liberally  and  well,  while,  with  one  ex- 
ception, every  concern  that  failed  advertised 
but  little,  if  any.  They  used  no  trade  papers, 
no  newspapers,  no  magazines.  They  saved 
the  advertising  accounts  and  sold  wheels 
cheaper — so  much  cheaper  that  both  ends 
didn't  meet,  and  failure  was  the  inevitable 
result. 

No  trust  or  combination  of  makers  can  suc- 
cessfully market  an  article  without  salesmen 
or  advertising,  or  both.  There  is  no  article  of 
commerce   sold   through   salesmen   or   dealers 


the  sales  of  which  cannot  be  increased  by  judi- 
cious advertising.  It  was  judicious  advertising 
for  the  first  ten  years  of  bicycle  making  that 
prevented  the  few  factories  making  them  from 
going  into  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  or  of  a  re- 
ceiver. It  was  judicious  trade  paper  advertis- 
ing that  secured  for  the  Columbia,  the  Clipper, 
the  Rambler  and  others  a  line  of  dealers  who 
aided  these  makers  in  marketing  their  prod- 
ucts at  no  loss  during  the  bicycle  panic,  and 
when  the  crash  in  prices  came,  they  could 
command  enough  more  for  their  bicycles  to 
let  them  out  whole,  instead  of  losing  money, 
as  did  those  who  had  saved  their  advertising 
accounts  at  the  expense  of  their  business. 

Unless  the  trade  take  to  the  chainless,  which 
has  proven  itself  a  success,  and  drive  the  chain 
wheel  to  join  the  ordinary,  and  prices  on  this 
type  of  bicycle  remain  where  they  are — $60  to 
$75 — the  price  of  most  chain  bicycles  must  be 
advanced  or  the  makers  won't  remain  long. 

The  rapid  and  sharp  advances  in  bicycle 
materials,  from  tires  to  tubes,  will  undoubt- 
edly make  prices  of  the  cheaper  and  lower 
grades  of  assemblers'  products  higher  than  for 
the  last  season  or  two,  and  the  increase  in  cost 
to  make  high  grades  will,  if  not  advance  them, 
stiffen  them,  and  an  effort  to  get  this  year's 
prices  will  be  the  rule  among  the  better  classes 
of  makers. 

The  so-called  trust,  if  formed — which  it  is 
not  at  present  writing — will  have  no  effect  on 
the  market  for  1900.  Not  before  the  material 
buying  for  1901 — about  June  i,  1900 — can  the 
combine  begin  to  enter  into  the  question  of 
manufacture  even,  and  not  before  October  i, 
igoo,  can  it  have  any  influence  on  the  selling 
or  commercial  end  of  the  industry.  If  this  out- 
fit exercises  the  proper  business  tact  and  care 
the  organization  can  be  made  to  benefit  the 
rider,  dealer  and  maker  as  well  as  the  seller  of 
publicity.  Personally,  I  believe  the  right  men 
and  right  methods  will  be  chosen  to  rule  the 
destinies  of  the  new  organization,  which  means 
a  new  era  in  the  bicycle  business. 

My  advice  to  all  dealers  is  to  select  for  a 
leader  a  bicycle  with  a  local  or  national  adver- 
tised reputation  and  let  the  people  know  you 
have  it  by  means  of  your  local  paper.  Never 
run  the  same  advertisement  twice,  as  to  do  so 
places  you  in  much  the  same  position  as  an 
editor  who  publishes  his  same  news  or  editor- 
ial in  successive  issues.  He  would  soon  lose 
all  his  readers,  and  so  will  you  if  you  do  rot 
change  copy  as  often  as  the  paper  is  publisni..^ 

Back  up  the  national  advertising  of  the 
maker  you  represent  by  confirming,  over  your 
name,  what  he  says,  if  he  speaks  the  truth;  if 
he  does  not,  do  not  represent  him,  and  I  will 
guarantee  you  that  the  bicycle  will  live  long 
und  brosber,  as  Rip  Van  Winkle  says. 


Cost  Is  the  Test. 

Price  is  the  greatest  factor  in  modern  busi- 
ness of  every  kind;  just  as  soon  as  you  act  on 
the  supposition  that  people  will  pay  you  ten 
cents  more  for  a  repair,  a  part,  a  sundry,  or 
even  a  machine,  which  is  no  better  than  your 
competitor  offers  them,  you  make  a  mistake, 
which,  though  you  may  not  realize  it  for  a 
year  or  two,  will  eventually  come  home  to  you 
with  redoubled  force. 
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October  19, 


rORMALLY  ORGANIZED. 


The    Automobile    Club  of  America    Meets,    Re- 
solutes,    Elects    and    Then 
Adjourns. 

A  meeting  of  the  Automobile  Club  of  Amer- 
ica, an  organization  which  has  announced  its 
intention  to  control  automobilism  in  this  coun- 
try in  a  close  corporative  manner,  was  held  at 
the  Waldorf-Astoria  last  night,  at  which  it 
may  be  considered  that  the  permanent  organ- 
ization was  completed. 

Temporary  President  George  F.  Chamber- 
lain called  the  meeting  to  order  when  there 
were  about  thirty-five  persons  present.  Secre- 
tary Homer  W.  Hedge  explained  that  the 
club  had  been  incorporated,  a  board  of  nine 
directors  chosen  and  a  constitution  and  by- 
laws adopted.  He  announced  also  the  election 
of  the  following  permanent  officers:  Gen. 
Avery  D.  Andrews,  president;  George  F. 
Chamberlain,  first  vice-president;  V.  Everil 
Macy,  treasurer,  and  H.  W.  Hedge,  secretary. 
The  following  thirty-three  applications  for 
membership  were  declared  to  have  been  acted 
upon  and  the  men  duly  elected:  Gen.  Avery  D. 
Andrews,  Winslow  E.  Busby,  J.  A.  Blair, 
Amzi  L.  Barbour,  Le  Droit  L.  Barbour,  Har- 
rison E.  Bird,  George  F.  Chamberlain,  Dr.  E. 
C.  Chamberlain,  Juan  M.  Ceballos.  Samuel  T. 
Davis,  Jr.;  Charles  P.  Doelger,  Charles  R. 
Flint,  C.  J.  Field,  H.  W.  Hedge,  W.  H.  Hall, 
Dr.  F.  C.  Hollister,  Whitney  Lyon,  V.  Everit 
Macy,  A.  L.  Riker,  C.  L.  Richard,  Gen. 
George  Moore  Smith,  Gen.  Roy  Stone,  J. 
Egmont  Schermerhorn,  George  I.  Scott,  Clar- 
ence C.  Vernam,  S.  H.  Valentine,  Alexander 
Winton,  John  Brisben  Walker,  David  S. 
Walker,  J.  R.  Whiting,  A.  H.  Whiting,  Clar- 
ence W.  Wood  and  Dr.  John  D.  Zabriskie. 

This  constitutes  the  membership  of  the  club 
at  present.  There  are  to  be  one  hundred 
charter  members,  who  will  be  exempt  from  the 
$100  initiation  fee.  The  first  one  hundred  ap- 
plicants to  qualify  and  be  passed  upon  by 
the  executive  committee  will  constitute  this 
charter  membership.  The  governors  who 
form  the  executive  committee  are  Frank  C. 
Hollister,  Winslow  E.  Busby,  Whitney  Lyon, 
George  F.  Chamberlain,  Homer  W.  Hedge, 
William  Henry  Hall,  George  Moore  Smith, 
Charles  R.  Flint,  all  of  New  York  City,  and 
V.  Everit  Macy,  of  Scarborough-on-the-Hud- 
son. 

The  constitution  and  by-laws  were  read  by 
Secretary  Hedpe  and  the  meeting  then  thrown 
open  for  discussion.  Secretary  Hedge  made 
use  of  an  interesting  term  to  designate  the 
driver  of  a  motor  vehicle.  This  was  "automo- 
biler,"  and  it  was  commented  upon  as  being 
more  euphonious  than  "automobilist."  Thos. 
Clark,  the  founder  of  the  .\utomobile  Club  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  who  was  present, 
said  that  his  organization  had  five  hundred 
members  and  was  proving  a  success.  It  had 
a  clubhouse  and  had  held  an  exhibition  which 
was  satisfactory,  although  it  did  not  yield  a 
profit. 

Regarding  a  club  run,  Dr.  Zabriskie  sug- 
gested Ardsley  for  the  objective  point  of  the 
first  one.  E.  E.  Schwarzkopf  suggested  that 
a  show  should  be  held  in  February,  so  that 
manufacturers  could  make  their  arrangements 
to  attend  an  exhibition  in  New  York  without 
withdrawing  from  those  of  Paris  and  London. 
All  the  suggestions  were  favorably  received. 
Secretary  Hedge  announced  that  recognition 


of  the  club  had  been  received  from  the  French 
and  the  English  organizations  and  reciprocal 
relations  established. 


Horse  Before  the  Cart. 

A  gentleman  writes  from  Cape  May  to  say 
that  the  automobile  replaces  horses,  not  ve- 
hicles; that  owners  of  wagons,  trucks  and  car- 
riages have  millions  of  dollars  invested  in 
these  conveyances,  which  they  cannot  afford 
to  sacrifice,  and  that  what  the  public  needs  is 
an  automobile  which  can  be  attached  to  the 
present  vehicles.  This  is  true,  and  hundreds 
of  inventors  are  now  devoting  themselves  to 
the  discovery  of  such  a  simple  power  and 
mechanism.  If  the  gentleman  were  better 
posted  he  would  know  that  the  "machine 
horse"  is  already  a  mechanical  certainty  in  use 
abroad. 


GOING  TO  REVOLUTIONIZE. 


A  New  Automobile  Concern  Which  Expects  to  Shake 
Things  Up. 

The  International  Automobile  Company, 
which  was  incorporated  in  West  Virginia  re- 
cently, with  a  capital  stock  of  $500,000,  is  a 
New  York  company,  which  declares  it  will 
build  automobiles  at  a  cost  lower  by  one-half 
than  at  present.  The  plan  is  to  place  on  the 
market  a  perfectly  equipped  vehicle  for  $500. 

The  motor  power  used  will  be  gasolene. 
The  promoter  of  the  company,  H.  A.  La 
Paugh,  of  this  city,  states  that  after  a  thorough 
investigation  of  the  various  systems  and  styles 
of  motor  power  used  the  most  economical  is 
gasolene.  He  has  also  secured  a  patented  gas- 
olene engine,  which  will  be  used  in  his  ve- 
hicles. 

At  the  present  time  the  plans  of  the  com- 
pany have  not  been  fully  worked  out,  and  it  is 
not  certain  whether  the  stock  of  the  company 
will  be  offered  to  the  public  or  not. 

The  attorney  of  the  company,  who  acted  as 
an  incorporator,  D.  B.  Luckey,  said  to  a  re- 
porter that  it  was  very  likely  the  financiering 
would  not  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  any 
bankers. 

"The  company,"  said  he,  "will  accomphsh 
its  objects  in  a  modest  way.  We  do  not  pro- 
pose to  make  it  a  stock-jobbing  scheme,  and 
we  will  place  some  of  our  vehicles  on  the 
market  before  any  prospectuses  are  issued." 


Exports  Up  to  Date. 

Exports  of  bicycles  and  parts  from  the  port 
of  New  York  for  week  ending  Oct.  17,  18!t9: 

Antwerp. — 3  cases  bicycles,  $107;  5  cases 
bicycle  material,  $175. 

Argentine  Republic. — 7  cases  bicycles,  $382; 
37  cases  bicycle  material,  $2,102. 

British  Guiana. — 14  cases  bicycles,  $671;  5 
cases  bicycle  material,  $89. 

British  East  Indies. ^49  cases  bicycles,  $4,- 
135;    1  case  bicycle  material,  $50. 

British  West  Indies. — G  cases  bicycles,  $279; 
11  cases  bicycle  material,  $230. 

British  Australia. — 19  cases  bicycles,  $935; 
4  cases  bicycle  material,  $65. 

Bremen. — 1  case  bicycles,  $50;  48  cases  bi- 
cycle material,  $1,242. 

Chili. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $150;  10  cases  bi- 
cycle material,  $.350. 

China. — 15  cases  bicycles,  655;  1  case  bicycle 
material,  $475. 

Cuba. — 35  cases  bicycles,  $726;  37  cases  bi- 
cycle material,  $509. 

Copenhagen. — 7  cases  bicycles,  .$317;  7  cases 
bicycle  material,  $232. 

Dutch  Guiana. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $58;  2 
cases  bicycle  material,  .$30. 

Ecuador. — 1  case  bicycle  material,  $52. 

Glasgow. — 36  cases  bicycles,  $900. 


Fiume. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $110. 

Gibraltar. — 3  cases  bicycles,  $150;  1  case  bi- 
cycle material,  $50. 

Genoa. — 11  cases  bicycles,  $405;  35  cases 
bicycle   material,   $1,603. 

Havre. — 6  cases  bicycle  material,  $874. 

Hamburg. — 12  cases  bicycles,  $430;  15 
cases  bicycle  material,  $905. 

Japan. — 19  cases  bicycles,  $678;  1  case  bi- 
cycle  material,   $13. 

Liverpool. — 3  cases  bicycles,  $300;  1  case 
bicycle  material,  $50. 

Locorno. — 1  case  bicycles,  33. 

London. — 17  cases  bicycles,  $1,095;  18  cases 
bicycle  material,  $638. 

New  Zealand. — 3  cases  bicycles,  $150. 

Peru. — 1  case  bicycle  material,  $18. 

Stockholm. — 1  case  bicycle  material,  $54. 

Southampton. — 24  cases  bicycles,  $620;  16 
cases  bicycle  material,  $791. 

St.  Petersburg.- — 1  case  bicycles,  $130;  2 
cases  bicycle  material,  $25. 

Siam. — 11  cases  bicycles,  $663;  2  cuocs  bi- 
cycle material,  $250. 

Uruguay. — 31  cases  bicycles,  $740. 

U.  S.  of  Coionibia. — 1  case  bicycles,  $14. 

Vienna. — 1  case  bicycle  material,  $10. 


Parts  In  Collinsville. 

Collinsville,  Conn.,  Oct.  16.^ — Parties  from 
Bridgeport  desirous  of  forming  a  company  to 
supply  parts  to  cycle  manufacturers  have  been 
in  town  with  reference  to  locating  here.  It  is 
understood  that  $15,000  capital  is  wanted,  one- 
half  to  be  subscribed  by  citizens  here.  At  a 
meeting  Saturday  night  H.  L.  Sanborn  was 
appointed  to  go  to  Bridgeport  to  investigate, 
with  reference  to  the  advisability  of  subscrib- 
ing for  the  stock.  J.  E.  Wheelock's  building, 
at  the  foot  of  Maple  avenue,  is  talked  of  as  a 
suitable  location. 


Hawaii  Wants  Them. 

The  Automobile  Company  of  Hawaii  is  the 
title  of  an  organization  that  has  been  formed 
in  Honolulu,  with  $2,000,000  capital,  to  intro- 
duce electric  vehicles  in  the  Hawaiian  capital 
A  charging  plant,  to  cost  upward  of  $100,000, 
will  be  installed,  capable  of  supplying  one 
hundred  carriages.  Thirty  electric  vehicles 
have  already  been  purchased,  and  in  all  proba- 
bility extensive  purchases  for  the  undertaking 
will  be  made  in  this  market.  Mr.  L.  I.  Grant 
is  in  this  city  in  behalf  of  the  company. 


Newly  Incorporated  Concerns. 

Kirkpatrick  Saddle  Company,  Springfield. — 
Manufacturing  and  selling  bicycle  saddles; 
capital,  $15,000.  Incorporators:  T.  J.  Kirk- 
patrick, G.  S.  Beck,  T.  J.  Wetzel,  G.  Kepsay 
and  C.  R.  Reid. 

Automobile  Publishing  Company. — Princi- 
pal office,  the  New  Jersey  Corporation  Guar- 
antee and  Trust  Company  Building,  Camden, 
N.  J.  Printing  and  publishing.  Capital,  $100,- 
000.  Incorporators:  M.  G.  Gillette,  H.  L. 
Ziegler  and  Henry  F.  Lowe. 


Smisa  Brothers  Invented  It. 

A  stock  company  has  been  organized  at 
Webster  City,  Iowa,  to  build  a  factory  for  the 
manufacture  of  a  new  automobile.  The  capi- 
talization is  $150,000.  The  carriage  was  in- 
vented by  the  Smisa  Brothers,  expert  me- 
chanics. It  weighs  but  500  pounds,  and  a 
speed  of  from  twelve  to  twenty-four  miles  per 
hour  can  be  made. 


Has  a  Million   Capital. 

The  Sparks  Automobile  Company  has  been 
incorporated  in  California  v,'ith  a  capital  stock 
of  $1,000,000.  The  directors  are  Charles  H. 
Taylor,  W.  J.  Bartnett,  T.  J.  Sparks,  John 
Curtin  and  S.  Goodenough. 
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IMPROVED   CONSTRUCTION 


INCREASES 
SALES. 


19  1-2  lbs. 

The  lightest  road  wheel  safe  to  ride.      Send  for  illustration  and  list  of  winnings 

of  the  Eagle  "Quad-Stay"  Racer. 

THE  EAGLE  BICYCLE  MFG.  CO.,  Torrington,  Conn. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


^ 


***************************#^******************************************^^ 


An  Act«al  Test  of  the — 

MORROW  COASTER  BRAKE. 

On  one  of  our  Wheels  fitted  with  the  Morrow  Coaster  Brake  we  have 
fastened  a  Cyclometer  on  the  front  wheel  and  one  on  the  rear  sprocket,  and 
after  riding  38  miles  on  ordinary  roads  we  find  we  pedaled  26  miles  and 
coasted  12  miles.  ^^^,^  ^^^^  ^  SAVING  ? 


Rode  38  miles 
Pedaled  26  miles 
Coasted  12  miles 


We  have  already  fitted  a  good  number  of  these 
on  wheels  and  every  rider  is  delighted  with  it.  It 
doubles  the  pleasure  of  riding  and  you  can  descend 
any  hill  with  perfect  safety  and  ease. 

THE  WILKINS  TOY  CO.,  Keene,  N.  H. 


FITS  ANY  CYCLE. 


Riders  Will  Demand  It, 
Dealers  Must  Have  It, 
Manufacturers    Will  Supply  It 

In  1900. 

ECLIPSE  BICYCLE  CO., 

ELMIRA,  N.  Y. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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EVERYTHING    FROM    EVERYWHERE. 


The  latest  in  vehicles  is  the  autumn  mobile. 


The  saddest  tale  of  boy  or  man  is  thus  re- 
corded, "Also  ran." 


Reality  is  the  tack  that  punctures  the  pneu- 
matic architecture  of  hope. 


No  man  ever  got  a  dollar's  worth  of  cycle 
experience  for  ninety  cents. 


The  true  secret  of  success  in  cycling  is  to 
know  what  you  can't  do  well. 


The  crusaders  against  street  noises  are  still 
making  a  great  fuss  in  Chicago. 


Some  riders  in  showing  a  lack  of  self-con- 
fidence show  pretty  good  judgment. 


When  a  man  has  "got  out  of  racing,"  he  has 
generally  got  all  he  can  out  of  racing. 


Baltimore  is  preening  its  oriole  feathers  over 
a  newly  organized  cycle  police  squad. 


Methylated  spirits   applied  with   a   cloth   to 
cork  handles  will  make  them  look  like  new. 


Prince   KhilkofT,   the   amateur   champion   of 
Moscow,  has  a  name  like  a  patent  medicine. 


Cycling  won't  pay  attention  to  you  long  for 
what  you  have  done;  you've  got  to  keep  doing 
things. 


Whenever  there  is  more  than  one  way  of 
doing  a  thing,  the  other  fellow  invariably  does 
it  the  wrong  way. 


The  Lebanon  (Tenn.)  "Democrat"  says: 
Bunny  Johnson  was  riding  through  our  midst 
Sunday  on  his  bicycle. 


After  adjustment  of  the  bearings,  make  sure 
that  the  cranks  and  wheels  run  freely,  but 
without  perceptible  shake. 


The  chainless  wheel  is  now  O.  K.,  and  more 
content  we  feel;  but  we  shall  not  be  satisfied 
without  the  wheelless  wheel. 


We  live  our  first  years  of  cycling  over  and 
over;  our  last  years  are  commonly  lost  to 
memory  and  barely  saved  to  hope. 


A  New  Zealand  cycling  journal,  dated  Sep- 
tember 6,  tells  about  "the  delightful  spring 
weather  during  the  past  fortnight." 


The  bicycle  is  a  good  thing  in  itself,  but  a 
still  better  thing  in  that  it  tends  to  improve- 
ment of  the  roads  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 


When  back-pedaling  avoid  using  the  toes; 
use  the  instep  of  the  foot,  as  it  gives  more 
power  and  avoids  slipping  of¥  the  saddle. 


If  you  want  any  alteration  about  your  wheel 
well  done,  hire  somebody  to  do  it  and  then  go 
away,  so  you  won't  be  tempted  to  meddle. 


••••^•••**«»».«»«..«»«*.««.«« 
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The  new  edition  of  any  up-to-date  dictionary 
will  say:  "Pedestrian;  Noun;  Latin,  pedis, 
a  foot.    Def. ;  One  who  does  not  ride  a  wheel." 


The  absence  of  a  brake  and  a  bell,  or  other 
means  of  giving  warning,  is  always  strong  evi- 
dence against  the  rider  in  case  of  an  accident. 


When  the  breezes  through  the  treeses  with 
your  autumn  garments  fiirt,  growing  bolder, 
and  much  colder,  will  you  miss  your  cycling 
skirt? 


Use  a  rag  slightly  damped  with  kerosene 
when  cleaning  a  very  dusty  bicycle.  This  pre- 
vents the  dust  fiying  to  other  parts  of  the  m--.- 
chine. 


If  you  value  the  appearance  of  your  machine, 
never  put  it  away  wet.  Always  dry  it  care- 
fully, and  apply  vaseline  to  the  bright  parts  to 
prevent  rust. 


You  can  keep  trousers  clean  and  safe  from 
entanglement  without  clips  by  folding  them 
over  as  if  to  af¥ix  clips  and  then  tightly  turning 
them  up  twice. 


"Why  do  you  ride  a  wheel?"  he  asked.  The 
short-skirted  maid  was  witty,  and  answered, 
"I've  two  ends  in  view;  now  don't  you  think 
they're  pretty?" 


The  building  up  of  a  cycle  business  depends 
just  as  much  upon  the  way  new  customers  are 
treated  as  it  does  upon  inducing  them  to  come 
for  the  first  time. 


Never  entirely  depend  upon  the  brake  to 
save  you  from  accident.  Cultivate  the  art  of 
back-pedaling,  and  use  the  latter  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  former. 


Have  you  ever  noticed  a  woman  when  she  is 
crossing  a  street  and  hears  the  bell  of  a  bi- 
cycle always  steps  backward  while  a  man  in- 
variably jumps  forward? 


Sometimes  when  there  is  a  squeak  which 
cannot  be  located,  you  will  discover  that  the 
head  is  the  cause  of  the  trouble.  A  few  drops 
of  oil  will  stop  the  noise. 


Necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention;  lazi- 
ness is  the  father  of  necessity;  wealth  is  the 
father  of  laziness;  hence  wealth  must  be  the 
great-grandfather  of  invention. 


If  the  average  wheel  woman  would  put  half 
the  time  and  attention  upon  her  own  affairs 
that  she  now  expends  upon  her  neighbors' 
what  a  different  thing  cycling  would  be. 


South  Pasadena,  Cal.,  has  a  new  ordinance 
which  provides  for  a  fine  of  $200  or  impris- 
onment for  two  months  for  riding  bicycles 
on  the  sidewalk.  Price  seems  rather  high 
even  for  California. 


Sunday,  October  22,  will  witness  the  annual 
run  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  Good  Old  Ordi- 


naries from  St.  Louis  to  Clayton,  Mo.,  and 
return.  The  call  for  the  run  is  signed  by 
Arthur  Young,  old-time  cycling  poet. 


A  cast-off  tooth-brush,  or  one  similar,  is  of 
great  assistance  in  cleaning  dirt  from  awkward 
places;  the  thin  edge  of  the  handle  covered 
with  a  piece  of  rag  being  useful  for  the  crev- 
ices between  the  spokes,  where  they  join  the 
nuts. 


It  has  just  been  discovered  by  some  one  who 
ought  to  know  that  a  pump  used  for  inflating 
tires  is  not  a  pump  at  all.  A  pump  works  by 
suction,  extracts  and  empties;  therefore,  an  in- 
strument for  filling  a  pneumatic  tire  with  air 
is  an  inflator  or  "stuffer,"  but  not  a  pump. 

There  can  be  no  question  of  the  decadence 
of  the  cycle  club.  This  does  not  mean  the 
decadence  of  the  bicycle,  however.  Cycling  is 
so  firmly  established  now  and  so  much  of  an 
everyday  affair  that  wheelmen  are  no  longer  a 
class  apart  as  they  were  in  club  days;  that's 
all. 


No  wonder  London  is  quite  a  cycling  cen- 
tre. It  has  a  population  equaling  the  com- 
bined populations  of  Paris,  Berlin,  St.  Peters- 
burg and  Rome.  Its  streets,  placed  in  a  row, 
would  reach  around  the  world,  leaving  a  bit 
over  long  enough  to  reach  from  London  to 
San  Francisco. 


Whene'er  you  start  to  cross  a  street,  and 
see  wheelmen  alert  and  fleet,  don't  go  ahead 
with  unconcern,  but  dodge  and  hesitate  and 
turn;  squirm  back  and  forth  and  twist  and 
stew,  and  make  him  ride  both  sides  of  you,  and 
never  touch  a  single  hair,  or  have  him  shot 
right  then  and  there. 


Robert  D.  Schultze,  the  millionaire  soap 
manufacturer,  of  Zanesville,  O.,  died  a  few 
days  ago.  B.  V.  H.  Schultz,  well  known  in 
the  bicycle  trade  and  at  present  advertising 
manager  for  the  Excelsior  Supply  Company, 
of  Chicago,  was  the  oldest  son  of  the  deceased 
and  will  inherit  much  of  his  wealth. 

Upon  reliable  authority  it  can  be  stated  that 
the  new  bridge  being  constructed  between 
New  York  and  Brooklyn  will  have  a  cycle- 
way seven  feet  wide  each  way,  unless  the  plans 
and  specifications  are  changed.  By  a  vote  of 
the  commissioners,  the  engineers  were  in- 
structed to  make  provision  for  the  path. 


The  modern  cycle  is  a  delicate  thing,  and 
requires  skillful  handling.  Some  riders  sit 
like  a  rock  on  their  machines  and  pound 
through  everything  instead  of  endeavoring  to 
"humor"  it  a  little.  When  passing  over  rough 
ground,  or  a  deep  rut,  the  rider  should  sit 
well  back  and  pull  the  handles  as  the  front 
wheel  approaches  it,  then  instantly  rise  a  little 
out  of  the  saddle,  and  thus  assist  the  machine 
over  the  bad  spot.  Little  attentions  of  this 
kind  will  prolong  the  life  of  a  machine  and 
repay  the  careful  rider. 
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WHERE 


Are  You  Going  to  Buy  Your 
Bicycles  in 


t 


1900 


Where  you  will  get 
satisfactory    goods 

at  a  satisfactory 
price,  and  where 
you  may  expect 
deliveries  when  you 
specify  them. 


You  may,  with  confidence,  write  os  for  compVte  description, 
specifications   and   prices,  as  we   are  sure  to   suit   you  on 

CAPACITY,  300  WHEELS  PER  DAY. 


Pathfinder  Bicycles 


THE  NATIONAL  AMERICAN  CYCLE  CO.,  Akron,  Ohio,  U.  S.  A. 


Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 
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©lusters 


(Drop  Forgings.) 


Expanders. 


Dimensions: 


Combination 
Head  (^lip. 


1%  head  and  i%  branch,  No.  1017. 
iji  head  and  ij/a  branch,  No.  1017%. 


We  are  sales  agents 
for  these  Clusters 
and    Expanders. 


We  have  made  arrangements  to  furnish  Expanders  and  Clusters 
with  our  Frame  Sets,  as  well  as  Handle-Bar  Clamps  and  Seat-Post 
Binders.  The  Expanders  have  been  in  use  for  the  last  two  years,  and 
are  considered  the  best  in  the  market.     Made  in  the  following  sizes : 


Outside  Diam. 

Inside  Diam 

I  3-16 

X 

7-8 

1    1-16 

X 

7-8 

1    1-16 

X 

13-16 

I 

X 

13-16 

7-8 

X 

3-4 

This  Cluster  is  machined 
from  a  Drop  Forging.  Made 
for  either  iX  or  iji  post  and 
bar,  and  %  x  20  Rear  Stays. 
Seat- Post  Angle,  70°  .  Angle 
of  Rear  Stays,  53°. 


I    The  H.  R.  Matthews  Mfg.  Co.,  Seymour,  Conn.,  U.  S.  A.    i 

®  Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  Catalogs  now  ready.  § 
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WON  BY  PERSISTENCY. 


now  Coafort   Has   Been   Invented   and   the   Sale 
of   It   Built   Ip   Into  a   Busi- 
ness. 

The  Hollenbeck  Saddle  Company,  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.,  started  with  an  ideal  when  they  went 
into  saddle  making.  There  was  no  particular 
demand  for  their  new  ideal  in  saddles,  the  raw- 
hide, but  persistency  on  the  part  of  Manager 
George  Lloyd  and  unique  advertising  have 
successfully  served  to  create  such  a  demand 
therefor  that  to-day  there  is  no  doubt  in  re- 
gard to  the  future  of  the  rawhide  saddle,  since, 
like  a  famous  English  tea,  the  rawhide  sad- 
dle "once  used  is  always  used."  Keeping 
everlastingly  at  it  is  a  sure  road  to  success  in 
no  matter  what  you  undertake,  and  Mr.  Lloyd 
seems  to  have  kept  that  fact  in  view,  because 
he  has  talked  and  written  Hollenbeck  saddle 
both  early  and  late  during  vhe  past  two  years. 

It  may  be  news  to  some  that  rawhide  will 
not  stretch,  but  it  will  contract,  and  this  pecul- 
iarity was  once  a  trouble  with  the  rawhide 
saddle.  After  considerable  experiment  and 
large  payments  to  an  eminent  chemist,  a  chem- 
ical process  was  devised  by  the  use  of  which 
the  contracting  feature  of  the  saddle  was 
stopped.  Now  the  Hollenbeck  Company  feel 
that  they  have  an  almost  perfect  thing  in  the 
way  of  a  saddle.  One  great  recommendation 
in  behalf  of  the  Hollenbeck  rawhide  saddle  is 
that,  no  matter  how  long  a  rider  has  been 
using  any  other  kind  of  saddle,  Mr.  Lloyd 
says,  just  as  soon  as  he  gets  the  Hollenbeck 
he  has  no  earthly  use  for  any  other  saddle. 

The  Hollenbeck  Saddle  Company  have  se- 
cured a  good  companion  in  a  sales  way  to  go 
with  the  saddle  in  the  Schrader  adjustable 
handle-bar.  In  introducing  the  new  article  in 
his  little  booklet  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  the  company, 
says: 

"The  handle-bar  is  new,  but,  like  its  'pal,'  the 
Hollenbeck  rawhide  saddle,  it  is  the  best  thing 
in  adjustable  handle-bars  thus  far  shown." 

A  Wheel  man,  in  talking  to  a  Syracuse 
manufacturer,  asked  his  opinion  in  regard  to 
the  Schrader  bar,  and  was  not  a  little  sur- 
prised to  hear  him  say:  "It  is  absolutely  one  of 
the  best  that  I  have  seen,  and,  believe  me,  I 
am  not  prejudiced  in  its  favor,  because  it  is 
made  in  Syracuse." 

The  adjustment  of  the  Schrader  is  very 
simple  and  absolutely  free  from  those  compli- 
cations which  ofttimes  give  the  novice,  and 
even  the  experienced  rider,  so  much  trouble. 
The  Schrader  has  no  teeth,  corrugations  or 
taper  cones  in  its  construction.  It  is  meshed 
in  a  device  consisting  of  sixteen  steel  inter- 
locking blades;  four  from  each  side  are  of  the 
bar  and  eight  from  the  down  stem,  making  a 
total  of  fifteen  frictional  surfaces  locked  to- 
gether by  a  binding  bolt;  the  whole  makes  the 
fastening  perfectly  reliable.  When  a  different 
position  is  desired  in  the  bars  you  have  simp- 
ly to  loosen  the  binding  bolt  and  move  the 
side  arms  to  where  you  want  them.  They  will 
remain  where  placed  without  any  tension, 
while  the  bar  is  again  locked  by  the  turn  of 
the  fastening  device.  A  one-armed  man,  Mr. 
Lloyd  says,  can  operate  the  Schrader  bar,  so 
simple  is  the  bar's  construction. 

The  advertising  the  Hollenbeck  Company 
gets  out  is  creating  much  interest  and  bears 
all  the  earmarks  of  being  the  product  of  an  ex- 
pert. The  simple  yet  catchy  statements  made 
in  the  company's  booklet  and  on  the  postal 


cards  sent  out  to  the  trade  weekly,  each  bear- 
ing a  new  argument,  are  most  interesting.  A 
rather  funny  incident  occurred  with  the  Hol- 
lenbeck booklet.  Mr.  Lloyd  forgot  to  put 
the  address  on  it,  and  it  had  gone  to  the  print- 
ers. He  rushed  there  and  breathlessly  in- 
quired if  the  little  book  had  gone  to  press,  and 
was  relieved  when  he  was  told  it  had  not.  He 
immediately  sat  down  and  wrote  this:  "That's 
funny.  We  almost  forgot  the  address.  The 
Hollenbeck  Saddle  Company,  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
will  reach  us.    And  there  you  are." 

That  really  showed  high  genius  in  adver- 
tising. He  could  not  have  said  anything  more 
calculated  to  arrest  the  attention  and  make 
the  reader  remember  the  address. 

One  of  the  postal  cards  above  referred  to 
has  the  following:  "Most  comfortable  saddles; 
without  any  brass  bands,  flowers  or  carriages 
let  us  greet  each  other  briskly  and  with  a 
hearty  shake  of  the  hand  get  right  down  to 
business."  And  then  Mr.  Lloyd  goes  on  to 
tell  all  about  the  Hollenbeck  rawhide  in  about 
eight  lines.  Another  postal  has  a  picture  of  a 
little  boy,  and  the  headline  is.  "This  is  a  kid," 
and  right  below  is,  "But  this  is  not,"  and 
then  follows  an  argument  for  Hollenbeck  sad 
dies.  The  little  booklet  is  a  clever  thing,  and 
the  Hollenbeck  Saddle  Company  will  send  one 
to  anybody  who  asks  for  it. 


greater  advantage  than  in  the  stamping  of  a 
letter  to  the  Chicago  Handle-Bar  Co.  asking 
for  details. 


Named  After  a  Sprite. 

You  cannot  take  stale  eggs,  cheap  sugar, 
mouldy  flour  and  sour  milk  and  from  the  ag- 
gregation evolve  a  first-class  cake;  neither 
can  you  take  cheap  material,  slovenly  work- 
manship and  incorrect  designing  and  from 
them  produce  a  first-class  bicycle.  The  Ariel 
Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  Goshen,  Ind.,  know  this,  and 
hence  they  preach  ever  and  always  the  gospel 
"Good  stock  counts."  Certainly  it  does,  and 
that  is  the  reason  that  the  Ariel  bicycle  has 
long  received  and  deserved  its  reputation  as 
a  first-class  bicycle.  Couple  this  to  satisfac- 
tory prices  and  treatment,  and  the  agent  who 
doesn't  take  a  peep  at  the  Ariel  line  is  not  the 
man  he  should  be. 


Hands  Up  and  Down,  Too. 

Every  wheelman  is  a  prisoner  to  the  bar — 
that  is,  the  handle-bar  he  uses.  You  may 
make  riders  believe  this,  that  or  the  other 
about  a  wheel,  a  tire  or  a  saddle,  but  when  it 
comes  to  a  handle-bar,  well,  that's  different. 
Nothing  sells  a  wheel  so  quickly  or  contents 
a  rider  so  long  with  it  as  a  proper  handle-bar. 
Knowing  this,  the  Chicago  Handle-Bar  Co. 
are  in  their  namesakes,  "all  things  to  all  men." 
This  company  oiYer  all  kinds  of  correct  bars, 
from  the  famous  old  standby,  the  Schinneer, 
to  the  very  latest  addition  to  the  line,  the 
Webster  Adjustable.  The  wise  dealer,  jobber 
and   maker  will   never   spend  two .  cents   to   a 


He  Banked  and  He  Vanished. 

Toronto,  Oct.  i6. — Early  in  1896  Francis 
Ellsworth  came  from  over  the  border  and 
opened  a  bicycle  store  in  Toronto,  having 
heard  it  was  the  greatest  bicycle  town  in  this 
country  for  its  size.  At  times,  it  is  said,  he 
had  some  six  or  seven  hundred  wheels  in  stock 
and  was  supposed  to  be  worth  more  than  $10,- 
000.  He  did  the  largest  bicycle  livery  busi- 
ness in  the  city,  and  used  the  daily  papers 
freely  for  advertising  purposes.  On  Saturday 
last  he  held  an  auction  sale,  realizing  what 
cash  he  possibly  could.  This  was  deposited  in 
a  bank  here.  Since  then  he  has  not  been  seen 
around  town,  and  his  principal  creditor  has 
possession  of  the  premises. 


New  Light  Officers. 

Pottstown,  Pa.,  Oct.  14. — The  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Light  Cycle  Company  was  held,  and 
officers  were  chosen  as  follows:  President  and 
superintendent,  W.  I.  Grubb;  vice-president 
and  secretary,  E.  S.  Fretz,  and  treasurer,  M. 
B.  Grubb. 


Good  many  parts  to  it,  it's  true;  but  ma- 
chines of  this  type  will  come  into  sufficient 
popularity  here  to  pay  manufacturers  a  suit- 
able profit.  The  demand  is  dormant.  Ignor- 
ance is  unambitious.    But  this  applies  to  the 


manufacturer  who  can  awaken  and  supply  the 
want,  as  well  as  to  the  man  who  doesn't  de- 
mand such  a  machine  because  he  doesn't  know 
there  is  such  a  thing  knocking  around  wait- 
ing for  him. 
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ClK  Rcadiitfl  Standard 

IHanufacturittfl  Company, 

after  a  very  successful  season,  begs  to  announce  to  the 
Bicycle  trade  that  its  line  of  Bicycles  for  1900  is  now 
ready.  We  feel  safe  in  saying  that  for  mechanical  perfec- 
tion, style,  quality  and  workmanship  there  are  none  better. 

Reading  Standard  Bicycks^ 

For  1900 


READING  STANDARD  MANlirACTURINC  CO., 


DISC 
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will  truly  represent  "The  Standard  of  Excellence"  in   cycle   con-   | 
struction.     The  same  fair,  liberal  and  progressive  policy  which  has 
won  us  the  esteem  and  good  will  of  the  trade  will  mark  our  deal- 
ings in  the  future. 

With  quality  as  first  consideration,  our  prices  will  still  be  so 
reasonable  as  to  enable  Reading  Standard  agents  to  meet  every 
respectable  competition  successfully.  With  ample  means  and  a 
largely  increased  capacity,  we  can  promise  our  patrons  prompt 
shipments  and  a  most  efficient  service.  We  are  now  ready  to  allot 
agencies  in  unoccupied  territory  to  responsible,  wide-awake  and 
progressive  agents  who  desire  a  money-making  line  of  the  highest 
grade,  and  to  give  their  customers  full  value,  thereby  increasing 
their  trade  and  profit. 

We  invite  correspondence. 
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G.  A.  BOYER,  Manager  of  Sales. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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THINGS  IN  FRANCE. 


The   Outlook  for  American    Automobiles  — Touring 
Troubles— Varied  Employment  of  Automobiles. 


P\RIS,  Oct.  4.— Two  of  the  writer's  friends 
who  have  just  come  back  from  a  long 
tour  through  Europe  on  a  light  carriage  give 
anything  but  a  rosy  account  of  their  perigrina- 
tions  in  some  of  the  countries  they  visited. 
On  entering  Switzerland  by  Pontarlier  and 
Lausanne  their  troubles  began,  and  all  the  way 
to  the  Italian  frontier  they  were  dogged  by 
the  police,  who  took  out  summonses  against 
them  on  the  most  trivial  pretext.  The  bi- 
laws  seemed  to  have  been  specially  framed  for 
the  benefit  of  the  chauffeur,  who  was  in  happy 
ignorance  of  transgressing  them  until  the  po- 
lice came  down  upon  him  with  a  list  of  the 
pains  and  penalties  he  had  incu'-red.  The  trav- 
elers had  interviews,  much  against  their  will, 
with  most  of  the  local  authorities,  and  they 
found  it  necessary  to  contribute  pretty  heavily 
to  the  exchequers  of  the  cantons  through 
which  they  passed.  Wherever  they  went  the 
chaffeurs  were  told  that  they  were  trespassing 
on  forbidden  ground,  and  they  could  not  even 
cross  the  Simplon  without  getting  special  per- 
mission. On  the  whole,  Switzerland  seems  to 
be  an  admirable  place  for  the  motor-carist  to 
avoid. 

In  Italy  the  automobile  was  received  every- 
where with  marked  favor,  but  when  the  travel- 
ers went  north  into  Styria  they  stepped  from 
paradise  into  a  sort  of  ante-chamber  to  the 
nether  regions.  The  roads  were  as  bad  as 
could  be  met  with  in  any  of  the  four  quarters 
of  the  earth,  and  they  had  an  unpleasant  habit 
of  going  straight  up  one  side  of  a  mountain 
and  down  the  other,  instead  of  going  around 
it.  The  horses  gave  a  lot  of  trouble  to  the 
chaffeurs  and  bolted  in  all  directions.  This 
upset  the  Styrians  in  more  senses  than  one. 
They  would  not  have  the  automobile  at  any 
price.  They  tried  to  smash  the  car  and  threat- 
ened to  lynch  the  travelers,  who  had  to  get 
out  their  revolvers  in  self-defence. 

The  automobilists  were  happy  to  leave  the 
inhospitable,  though  picturesque,  wilds  of  Sty- 
ria, and  then  went  to  Vienna  and  Berlin, 
where  they  found  themselves  in  more  con- 
genial surroundings.  The  chief  trouble  on  this 
journey  was  the  annoyance  and  worry  caused 
by  the  Customs  formalities.  It  was  so  bad 
when  leaving  Germany  and  entering  Belgium 
that  they  decided  on  giving  the  Customs  offi- 
cers the  slip.  They  got  up  in  the  still,  small 
hours  of  the  morning,  before  it  was  light,  and 
made  a  successful  dash  across  the  frontier. 
Automobile  driving  affords  plenty  of  excite- 
ment in  Central  Europe,  though  it  may  not 
always  be  of  the  most  exhilarating  kind. 

When  the  automobile  makers  agitated  for 
high  import  duties  many  people  here  laughed 
at  the  idea  of  protecting  an  industry  which  did 
not  seem  to  need  protection.  At  that  moment 
the  French  were  the  only  makers  of  motor 
cars  in  the  world,  and  they  had  got  such  a 
lead   that   it   didn't   appear   likely   that    other 
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countries  would  be  able  to  catch  them  up.  But 
the  makers  themselves  probably  had  a  pre- 
sentiment of  what  was  in  store  for  them.  In 
industrial  matters  the  French  are  not  the  sort 
to  crowd  on  production,  and  they  are  usually 
more  concerned  in  trying  to  perfect  existing 
types  of  cars  than  in  attempting  to  devise  en- 
tirely new  ones.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  they 
are  bound  to  let  in  foreign  competition  at 
some  time  or  another.  It  has  already  begun 
with  the  introduction  of  the  Stanley  steam  car, 
which  is  catching  on  well  in  this  country.  A 
good  deal  of  prejudice  has  had  to  be  overcome, 
because  the  French  have  never  looked  kindly 
upon  steam  as  a  motive  power  for  light  cars, 
but  the  Stanley  people  have  shown  how  small 
steam  cars  can  be  built  and  yet  have  a  neat 
and  attractive  appearance.  In  this  respect  it  is 
even  recognized  here  as  being  distinctly  supe- 
rior to  the  French  vehicles,  for  in  the  late 
competition  at  Boulogne  the  Stanley  car  got 
the  first  prize  in  its  class  for  "good  looks." 
The  carriage  is  being  very  energetically 
pushed  here,  and  the  agents  have  booked  a 
considerable  number  of  orders.  The  success  of 
the  Stanley  should  encourage  other  American 
firms  who  have  good  vehicles  to  offer  on  this 
side. 

The  chance  of  the  United  States  makers  lies 
in  the  limited  capacity  of  production  in 
France,  where  the  demand  is  growing  at  a 
much  more  rapid  rate  than  the  ability  of  mak- 
ers to  meet  it.  There  are  only  a  very  few 
types  of  cars  that  give  entire  satisfaction,  and, 
except  in  two  or  three  cases,  there  has  been 
no  attempt  to  turn  them  out  in  considerable 
numbers  at  a  reasonable  cost.  Big  production 
and  low  prices  have  not  yet  become  an  indus- 
trial factor  in  France.  The  cost  of  production 
has,  indeed,  been  increasing  so  much  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  high  values  of  raw  material  thai 
firms  are  now  advancing  their  prices  10  per 
cent.,  but  this  is  probably  an  excuse  to  get 
higher  profits  and  pay  the  merchants  and 
dealers  who  are  taking  as  much  as  they  can 
out  of  the  pockets  of  the  makers  and  custom- 
ers. 

This  intervention  of  the  middleman  so  far 
increases  the  cost  of  the  French  cars  that  it 
gives  a  distinct  advantage  to  the  foreign  mak- 
er, who  ought  to  be  able  to  largely  reduce 
these  heavy  charges  and  offer  vehicles  at  be- 
low the  prices  ruling  here.  Another  thing 
that  increases  the  cost  of  manufacture  in 
France  is  the  scarcity  of  good  labor.  Good 
fitters  and  mechanics  are  at  a  premium,  and 
they  know  it.  The  lowest  that  a  good  hand 
gets  is  26  cents  an  hour,  and  in  some  factories 
an  inducement  is  held  out  to  stay  on  by  the 
payment  of  premiums  of  from  2  to  5  per  cent, 
on  the  wages  after  they  have  remained  a  cer- 
tain time.  There  is  so  much  competition  for 
them  in  the  different  factories  that  the  hands 
believe  that  they  are  masters  of  the  situation 
and  can  dictate  their  own  terms.  Consequently 
there  is  always  a  fear  of  trouble  breaking  out 


between  employers  and  men.  This  week  there 
have  been  two  big  strikes,  one  at  the  De  Dion 
ct  Bouton  works  and  the  other  at  the  Peugeot 
factory.  In  the  one  case  the  hands  objected  to 
the  dismissal  of  one  of  the  men  for  misbehav- 
ior, and  in  the  Puteaux  works  they  insist  upon 
the  discharge  of  a  foreman  who  has  become 
obnoxious  to  them.  Jt  appears  that  the  fore- 
man is  a  very  clever  man,  who  has  devised 
many  little  ways  of  cheapening  production  by 
replacing  hand  labor  with  machinery.  Hinc 
illoe  lacrimoe. 

The  automobile  is  working  its  way  into  all 
the  public  services.  After  the  fire  brigade, 
which  has  a  number  of  electric  hose  wagons, 
it  is  the  turn  of  the  postoffice,  which  is  about 
to  employ  motor  cycles  for  collecting  from 
letter  boxes  in  the  city.  Several  different 
types  of  petroleum  bicycles  and  tricycles  will 
be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  postman  for 
making  his  rounds,  and  if  the  experiment  is 
found  to  be  a  success  the  best  type  of  machine 
will  be  adopted  and  all  the  postmen  who  clear 
the  letter  boxes  will  be  supplied  with  them. 
In  this  way  it  is  hoped  to  clear  the  boxes  an 
hour  later  than  is  done  at  present.  The  poHce- 
men  have  already  been  tried  with  motor  cy/-. 
cles,  but  found  them  wanting.  Some  months 
ago  several  of  them  were  told  off  with  petro- 
leum machines  to  chase  the  motor  cyclist  who 
transgressed  the  law  and  could  not  be  caught 
in  any  other  way,  but  it  was  found  that  the 
mounted  policeman  was  a  greater  danger  to 
the  public  safety  than  the  law  breaker,  who 
generally  managed  to  show  him  a  clean  pair 
of  heels. 


Pope  to  Go  to  Mexico. 

Colonel  Pope  is  credited  with  being  be- 
hind a  concession  which  Charles  L,.  Seeger 
has  obtained  for  the  operation  of  electric  cabs 
and  omnibuses  in  the  City  of  Mexico.  The 
capital  of  Mexico  is  regarded  as  especially 
adapted  for  electric  vehicle  service,  on  account 
of  the  general  flatness  of  the  ground  on  which 
it  is  built.  Some  eighty  of  the  streets,  more- 
over, are  immediately  to  be  paved  with  con- 
crete or  asphalt.  Another  element  relied  upon 
for  success  is  the  extreme  fondness  of  the  peo- 
ple for  riding.  The  number  of  coaches,  public 
and  private,  in  the  city  is  out  of  all  proportion 
to  the  population,  as  measured  by  the  ratio  in 
most  other  places.  Recently,  for  the  first 
time,  it  has  had  omnibuses  drawn  by  horses, 
and  these  have  been  from  the  beginning  a 
great  success.  The  population  is  expected  to 
grow  enthusiastic  over  the  automobile  vehicles. 


Autos  Come  High. 

Consul  Roosevelt  writes  from  Brussels,  Au- 
gust 21,  1899,  that  a  royal  decree  has  approved 
the  resolution  of  the  provincial  council  of  Bra- 
bant fixing  an  annual  tax,  after  January  i, 
1900,  on  automobiles  of  whatever  system.  The 
rate  is  fixed  at  50  francs  ($9.65)  for  an  auto- 
mobile weighing  400  kilograms  (880  pounds) 
or  more,  and  20  francs  ($3.86)  for  one  weigh- 
ing less. 


Now  Diana  Is  Siiown. 

"Diane  Chauffereuse"  is  the  title  of  a  picture 
which  is  promised  as  a  sensation  of  the  next 
Paris  Salon.  By  one  of  the  leading  French 
artists,  it  is  a  study  in  the  nude  of  Diana's 
desertion  of  mythological  methods  of  locomo- 
tion for  the  up-to-date  motor. 
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WAYS  OF  THE   REFORMER. 


They  Are  Very  Hard  and  Also  Very  Amusing  in  Cases 
Lilce  Tiiis. 

Some  interesting  details  have  just  come  to 
hand  concerning  that  weighty  assemblage  of 
British  women  who  cast  aside  their  skirts, 
donned  knickers  and  bloomers  and  rode  on 
their  wheels  from  London  to  Reading,  thirty- 
nine  miles  away,  in  order  to  have  a  dinner 
where  they  might  make  speeches  which 
would  put  to  confusion  the  old-fogy  justices, 
such  as  the  one  that  upheld  the  right  of  a 
landlord  to  refuse  admittance  to  his  hotel  of 
Lady  Habberton,  the  head  of  the  skirtless 
guild.  Lady  Habberton,  it  seems,  wore  knick- 
ers trimmed  with  silver  braid. 


The  honorable  secretary,  Mrs.  Heron  Max- 
well, wore  tightish  black  knickers  and  a  white 
silk  shirt.  One  of  the  ladies'  costumes  was  re- 
markable in  design  and  execution.  It  is  de- 
scribed as  being  of  black  flowered  alpaca,  which 
fell  from  the  shoulders  with  no  waist  at  all 
and  with  sleeves  trimmed  elaborately  with  lace. 
The  head-piece  of  this  costume  was  a  most 
ornate  bonnet  of  feathers  and  flowers. 

At  the  dinner  many  of  the  ladies  exchanged 
their'  blouses  for  bodices  of  conventional  cut, 
but  not  one  of  them  put  on  skirts.  Sarah 
Grand  was  the  chief  speaker  of  the  occasion, 
but  she  violated  all  the  rules  by  wearing  an 
ordinary  evening  gown,  her  excuse  being  that 
she  had  come  by  train  and  not  by  bicycle,  as 
the  others  had. 


Under  a  New  Patent. 

Manufacturers  of  imitation  Sanger  bars  have 
been  very  active  of  late,  apparently  under  the 
assumption  that  the  Sanger  Company  was  not 
in  a  position  to  stop  the  pirating  of  a  good 
thing;  but  on  the  issue  of  their  patent  October 
10,  1899,  the  Sanger  people  at  once  took  steps 
toward  protecting  their  interests,  and  now  de- 
clare they  propose  to  spare  no  efforts  to  en- 
force their  rights  under  the  patent  above 
noted. 


Days  of  Yore. 

"I,"  said  the  old-fashioned  cycle  lamp,  as  it 
blinkingly  gazed  at  his  bright  brother,  Acety- 
lene, "am  a  relic  of  ancient  grease." 
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NICKEL-STEEL  CHAINS. 


this  is  our 
new  model. 


Gotten  out  to  meet  the  renewed  demand 
for  a  light,  graceful  pedal. 

MAKERS: 


SNOW 
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MAKERS: 


Syracuse  Arms  Co.,   Snow  Cycle  Chain  Co., 


SYRACUSE,  N.  Y. 
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SOLE  SELLING  AGENTS: 


Crosby  &  Mayer  Co., 


SYRACUSE,  N.  Y. 


SOLE  SELLING  AGENTS: 

Crosby  &  Mayer  Co., 


BUFFALO,   N.   Y.  •  BUFFALO,   N.  Y. 

■o 

i   CHICAGO,  TOLEDO,  TORONTO,  NEW  YORK,  LONDON.      CHICAGO,  TOLEDO,  TORONTO,  NEW  YORK,  LONDON. 

O* 

^  Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 
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W00D    RIMS. 


Some   are   fickle — look  well,    but   don't   wear  well.     Ours   are  reputable,    are   built   on   a   past. 
Then   our  capacity  and  salvage-making  methods  permit  us   to   put   up   right   prices 


OLDS  WAGON  WORKS, 


FORT  WAYNE, 


INDIANA. 


Kindly  mention  The  WIieeL 
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fEATHERSTONE  VS.  I.  S. 


What  the  Latter   Had  to  Say  About  the  Former's 

Importation    of  Pneumatic 

Tubes, 

Washington,  Oct.  14. — A  reminder  of  the 
days  when  bicycle  tires  were  imported  into  this 
country  is  a  decision  just  rendered  by  the 
Board  of  General  Appraisers  in  the  case  of  A. 
Featherstone  vs.  the  collector  of  customs  at 
Chicago,  with  reference  to  the  rate  and 
amount  of  duties  on  certain  merchandise  im- 
ported by  this  famous  manufacturer.  The  mer- 
chandise in  question  consisted  of  bicycle  tires, 
which  were  returned  by  the  appraiser  as 
"manufactures  flax  under  100  threads,  manu- 
factures India  rubber  and  manufactures  metal." 
The  collector  assessed  duty  on  the  tires  under 
the  provisions  of  paragraphs  371,  460  and  215 
of  the  Tariff  act  of  October  i,  1890,  at  the  rate 
of  50  per  cent.,  30  per  cent,  and  45  per  cent. 
ad  valorem,  respectively.  The  importer  filed  a 
protest  based  on  the  fact  that  he  was  com- 
pelled to  make  additions  to  the  invoice  value 
of  the  merchandise  by  adding  thereto  a  license 
fee  of  10  shillings  per  tire,  claiming  that  this 
license  fee  was  non-dutiable,  and  that  the  orig- 
inal invoice  price  represented  the  fair  whole- 
sale market  or  cost  price. 

The  fact  was  brought  out  that  the  importer 
had  a  contract  with  the  Pneumatic  Tyre  and 
Booth's  Cycle  Agency  (Limited),  the  ship- 
pers of  the  goods  under  consideration,  for  the 
privilege  of  using  the  patents  owned  by  that 
.company  in  the  manufacture  of  pneumatic  tires 
for  bicycles  in  this  country.  This  contract 
stipulated  that  he  should  pay  10  shillings  as  a 
license  fee  upon  each  and  every  tire,  whether 
purchased  or^  manufactured  in  the  United 
States,  and  that  he  should  import  at  least  10,- 
000  tires  during  the  contract  year,  1891.  This 
contract,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  flatly 
contradicted  the  claim  made  in  the  protest 
that  the  invoice  disclosed  the  fair  wholesale 
market  price  abroad,  inasmuch  as  under  this 
contract  the  importer  was  to  pay  the  amount 
mentioned  in  the  invoice,  and  in  addition 
thereto  the  sum  of  10  shillings  for  each  and 
every  tire  made  or  sold  in  this  country  under 
said  patent,  which  should  be  not  less  than 
10,000  in  the  contract  year.  The  price,  there- 
fore, paid  for  each  tire  was  the  invoice  sum 
plus  10  shillings,  as  provided  for  by  the  con- 
tract. 

The  license  fee  or  royalty  formed  part  of 
the  purchase  price  and  was  properly  added  to 
the  invoice  price.  It  appeared  too  plainly  to 
admit  of  doubt  that  the  foreign  market  price 
for  the  tires  was  the  invoice  price,  with  the 
royalty  added.  The  contract,  continued  the 
board,  between  this  importer  and  his  consign- 
or provided  that  the  former  should  have  the 
exclusive  right  to  manufacture  and  sell  these 
tires  in  the  United  States,  and  this  made  this 
importer  the  sole  consignee  for  this  country. 
He  cannot  show  that  he  will  not  sell  to  others 
at  the  same  price  as  that  in  the  invoice,  for  he 
has  contracted  not  to  do  so.  It  therefore  fol- 
lows that  the  price  charged,  to  wit — the  in- 
voice price  and  royalty — is  the  market  price 
abroad,  at  least  as  against  himself. 

In  rendering  its  decision  the  board  took  oc- 
casion to  say  that  if  the  importer's  contention 
were  well  founded,  consignees  of  merchandise 
produced  under  patents,  or  other  exclusive 
rights,  would  enjoy  extraordinary  privileges, 
which  would  operate  unfairly  as  against  other 


importers  who  do  not  enjoy  similar  condi- 
tions, and  would  also  tend  to  injure  the  reve- 
nue. If  the  form  of  contract  here  provide  for 
an  escape  from  duty  as  a  part  of  the  purchase 
price,  it  might  be  carried  on  without  license  in 
nearly  every  transaction  where  the  commodity 
is  in  control  of  a  single  individual  or  firm. 

In  accordance  with  previous  rulings  in  simi- 
lar cases,  the  board  overruled  the  protests 
and  afhrmed  the  decision  of  the  collector  in 
each  case. 


WHAT  IS  THE  GAME  ? 


Cycling's  Old  Friend,  the  New  York  Central  Railroad, 
Is  Up  to  Some  Funny  Business. 

The  New  York  Central  Railroad,  which 
never  took  very  kindly  to  the  law  which  com- 
pels them  to  carry  bicycles  as  baggage,  and 
which  more  than  any  other  road  has  sought  in 
every  way  to  annoy  and  abuse  wheelmen,  is, 
through  its  passenger  department,  circulating 
the  following: 

"Bicycles  are  not  baggage,  so  declare  the 
three  judges  of  the  St.  Louis  Circuit  Court  of 
Appeals.  The  baggage-man  of  a  Missouri 
Pacific  train  refused  to  receive  a  bicycle  in  his 
car.  The  owner  brought  suit  for  mandamus  to 
compel  the  company  to  carry  his  vehicle  un- 
der the  same  provisions  as  those  for  ordinary 
baggage,  and  was  successful  in  the  Circuit 
Court.  The  company  appealed,  and  its  prac- 
tice has  been  sustained.    The  decision  says: 

"  'Ordinary  baggage  is  made  up  of  two  ele- 
ments, (i)  Certain  things  which  may  become 
such.  (2)  The  bags,  trunks,  valises,  satchels, 
packages  and  other  receptacles  in  which  these 
things  are  to  be  put  before  they  can  be  deemed 
baggage.  In  other  words,  the  bag  or  recep- 
tacles and  their  contents  are  both  necessary 
components  of  the  idea  conveyed  by  the  term 
baggage.  Was  the  plaintiff's  bicycle  a  thing 
comprehended  within  the  definition  of  per- 
sonal property  or  ordinary  baggage?  It  had 
no  utility  during  the  trip.  It  is  claimed,  how- 
ever, that  it  was  convenient  and  useful  at  the 
end  of  the  trip.  Conceding  this  to  be  true, 
cannot  the  same  be  said,  and  with  equal  truth, 
of  every  other  form  of  vehicle  or  carriage 
which  the  traveler  might  own?  From  their 
nature,  structure  and  classification,  bicycles 
belong  to  those  things  which  are  properly  the 
subject  of  freight  contracts,  and  are  not  em- 
braced in  the  class  of  things  denoted  by  the 
words  personal  or  ordinary  baggage.  The  de- 
fendant had  the  absolute  right  to  refuse  to 
accept  the  bicycle  tendered  as  personal  bag- 
gage, irrespective  of  any  question  as  to  its 
right  to  be  so  classed,  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  not  deliverable  to  him  as  such  until  it  had 
been  properly  packed,  crated  or  otherwise  pro- 
tected from  the  perils  of  handling  or  transpor- 
tation." 


Paddling  Their  Own  Canoe. 

The  George  N.  Pierce  Company,  of  Buffalo, 
are  popular  with  the  manufacturers  of  material 
just  at  present,  because  the  Buffalonian  is 
among  those  few  who  have  not  been  affected 
by  the  prevalent  embarrassed  feeling  caused 
by  the  uncertainty  of  the  policy  of  the  A.  B.  C. 
Like  the  old  lady  who  had  "money  on  the 
bank,"  the  Pierce  people  have  been  perfectly 
"independence,"  and  as  a  result  they  know  ex- 
actly what  they  are  going  to  do  for  the  com- 
ing season  and  are  taking  excellent  means  to 
let  other  people  know  it,  too.    Several  of  the 


company's  traveling  men  are  now  calling  on 
the  larger  trade,  showing  samples,  and  the 
certain  result  will  be  that  the  Buffalo  concern 
will  have  a  good  list  of  selected  connections 
before  some  of  the  other  fellows  wake  up. 
Sales  Manager  Gardner  of  the  Pierce  Com- 
pany showed  the  new  line  in  Cleveland  the 
other  day,  and  a  fine  line  it  is,  too. 


Slow  to    Change. 

Mr.  J.  McDowell,  who  for  a  decade  has 
been  with  the  Union  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  at  High- 
landville,  Mass.,  has  just  returned  from  a  six 
weeks'  vacation  on  the  other  side.  Mr.  Mc- 
Dowell reports  that  foreigners  are  still  riding 
with  bolt  upright  handle-bars,  that  they  con- 
tinue to  pay  three  prices  for  bicycles,  and  that 
the  thoroughly  up-to-date  man's  bicycle  looks 
like  an  accommodation  train,  from  all  the  trap- 
pings he  piles  onto  it.  They  also,  over  there, 
still  continue  to  laugh  at  the  light,  rakish, 
wood-rimmed  American  bicycle,  and  predict 
all  manner  of  ruin  for  the  riders  thereof. 
When  they  do  buy  American  bicycles,  because 
of  the  price,  they  have  to  be  completely  Eng- 
lishized,  or  Irishized,  as  the  case  may  be. 


wmcn  IS  IT? 


Tire,   Rim,   or  What,  that  Can   Be  Safely   Lighter 
Made. 

Editor  The  Wheel:  It  is,  I  believe,  sound 
cycling  doctrine  that  the  lighter  the  wheels 
all  other  parts  being  equal  in  point  of  class— 
the  faster  the  machine.  This  is  acknowledged, 
and  has  been  proved  to  be  the  case  for'  a  long 
time  past,  -and  it  is  generally  understood  that 
any  weight  eliminated,  having  due  regard  to 
safety,  from  the  periphery  of  a  wheel  is  eqiial 
to  something  like  fifty  per  cent,  more,  so  far 
as  relates  to  speed,  than  if  taken  from  any 
other  part  of  a  machine,  which  is  owing  to 
the  wheel  revolving  as  well  as  going  forward, 
while  the  frame  is  drawn  along  only. 

It  has  been  rather  happily  illustrated  by  the 
comparison  of  a  bicycle  and  a  bird.  The  light- 
er the  pinions  of  an  aerial  biped,  the  swifter  is 
its  flight.  The  wheels  of  a  bicycle  may  be 
said  to  be  its  wings,  and  to  carry  out  the  anal- 
ogy, the  lighter  the  construction  of  the  speed- 
producing  properties  of  the  machine  the  high- 
er and  easier  will  be  the  rapidity  of  its  flight. 

The  question  becomes,  if  we  have  reached 
that  point  in  wheel  construction  in  which  fra- 
gility closely  borders  upon  danger.  Some  au- 
thorities declare  that  we  have,  and  that  only 
in  tires  will  it  be  found  possible  to  decrease 
weights.  Others  — well,  others  are  like  the 
writer— they  do  not  claim  to  know;  they  seek 
advice.  m.  L.  S. 


For  the  Export  Exposition. 

For  distribution  at  the  National  Export 
Exposition  in  Philadelphia,  the  Standard  Tool 
Co.,  of  Cleveland,  have  issued  a  little  illus- 
trated manual  descriptive  of  their  twist  drills, 
reamers,  spring  cotters,  flat  spring  and  riv- 
eted keys  and  special  tools. 


Century  Road  Club  Matters. 

It  appears  probable  that  the  Ohio  secession 
from  the  Century  Road  Club  will  not  be  very 
serious,  only  a  few  of  the  seceders  having  actu- 
ally resigned.  It  is  also  likely  that  the  present 
secretary  will  try  for  re-election  and  will  have 
a  considerable  following. 


1899. 
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SHONE-HANNA  QIIT. 

The    Weil-Known    Rochester   Concern  Goes  to  the 

Receiver  and  a  New  Incorporation 

Follows. 

Rochester,  Oct.  14. — Another  bicycle  firm 
has  gone  into  voluntary  dissolution  and  the 
hands  of  a  receiver.  It  is  the  Shone-Hanna 
Company.  The  liabilities  set  forth  in  a  sched- 
ule appended  to  a  petition  made  before  the 
Supreme  Court  amount  to  $13,000,  the  nomi- 
nal assets  to  $15,000.  The  firm's  attorneys 
stated  that,  although  some  difference  is  ex- 
pected between  this  latter  estimate  and  actual 
assets,  all  the  creditors  will  probably  receive 
their  payment  cent  for  cent. 

The  Shone-Hanna  Mfg.  Co.  was  organ- 
ized August  22,  1895,  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing and  putting  on  the  market  bicycle  sun- 
dries. The  capital  stock  at  present  is  $10,000, 
which  is  double  the  original  figures,  $5,000, 
with  which  the  firm  began  business.  The  peti- 
tion made  this  morning  came  from  James  W. 
Shone  and  Albert  T.  Bradley,  who  represent 
a  majority  of  the  directors,  three  in  number. 
The  causes  assigned  for  the  dissolution  of  the 
firm  are  the  lack  of  capital,  the  dullness  of  the 
fall  trade  and  the  pressure  brought  to  bear  by 
the  creditors  of  the  company. 

About  two  months  ago  these  creditors  Kad 
a  conference  with  the  company  and  reviewed 
with  it  the  financial  situation  which  confronted 
them.  It  was  decided  then  to  allow  the  stock- 
holders an  extension  of  time  on  their  debts, 
in  order,  if  possible,  to  clear  them  away.  This 
expedient  proved  to  be  profitless  and  the  al- 
ternative which  the  company  chose  is  dissolu- 
tion and  a  receivership. 

The  liabilities  are  given  at  $13,107,  the  nomi- 
nal assets  $15,417.  The  president  of  the  com- 
pany is  James  W.  Shone,  the  secretary  Albert 
T.  Bradley.  Most  of  the  larger  claims  are  held 
by  big  bicycle  firms,  especially  those  in  the 
West. 

The  petition  for  a  dissolution  was  made  be- 
fore Justice  Nash  in  the  Supreme  Court  this 
morning  by  Lawyer  Abram  Benedict.  It  took 
the  form  of  a  motion  for  an  order  to  show 
cause  why  the  company  should  not  be  dis- 
solved and  the  temporary  receiver  made  per- 
manent. It  is  returnable  January  13,  igoo. 
The  temporary  receiver  is  Willis  K.  Gillette. 
The  order  contains  a  clause  enjoining  any 
creditor  from  bringing  an  action  against  the 
company  for  recovery  of  his  claim. 

Just  as  a  postscript  to  the  foregoing  comes 
the  announcement  from  Albany  of  the  incor- 
poration there  of  the  Apex  Wheel  Company, 
of  Rochester,  for  the  purpose  of  manufactur- 
ing bicycles,  etc.  Capital,  $10,000.  Incorpora- 
tors: Charles  Bergener,  Sr.;  Nellie  Bergener, 
James  W.  Shone,  all  of  Rochester. 


NO  MUFFLED  DRUMMER. 


The  Dead   March  Not  Yet  Due  Over  the  Man  Who 

Sells  the   Goods. 

The  New  York  "Commercial  Advertiser" 
remarks,  editorially,  that  it  seems  that  the 
trust  is  not  so  sure  to  eliminate  the  commer- 
cial traveler  after  all.  Some  of  the  magnates 
of  business  had  given  out  that  centralized 
management  would  soon  do  away  with  him, 
and  already  his  friends  had  begun  to  console 
him  with  the  prospect  of  more  important  as 
well  as  more  interesting  work  in  foreign  lands 
building  up  trade  there. 


But  investigation  among  some  of  the  largest 
firms  in  the  city  shows  that  commercial  trav- 
elers are  more  in  demand  than  ever  in  im- 
portant lines.  Perhaps  the  business  boom  is 
partly  responsible  for  it;  but  may  it  not  be 
that  great  firms  in  all  lines  can't  do  very  well 
without  this  picturesque  and  bustling  inter- 
mediary? 

It  may  be  that  in  soberly  putting  down  the 
drummer  as  a  superfluous  item,  trust  man- 
agers have  failed  to  reckon  accurately  with 
his  tact,  push  and  other  qualities  that  don't 
receive  their  proper  valuation  until  he  goes 
and  sales  go  with  him.  Samples  are  often 
dead  things  until  a  chastened  imagination  puts 
life  into  them;  and  if  you  have  a  trained  class 
of  men  with  powers  of  description  that  cap 
the  humbler  but  useful  qualities  of  industry 
and  alertness,  can  they  be  dispensed  with 
like  so  many  bolts  and  screws? 

It  may  turn  out  that  the  drummer  has  a 
function  not  so  easily  dispensed  with,  and  that 
trusts  can't  do  some  things  without  him. 
More  than  ever  they  need  something  to  send 
goods  into  minute  channels  of  distribution. 


illGH  GRADE  ONLY. 


The  Salvation  nf  the  Export  Trade  Exists  In  Keeping 
Up  the  Reputation  of  American  Bicycles. 

Washington,  Oct.  14. — Those  who  are  fa- 
miliar with  the  subject  cannot  entertain  the 
slightest  doubt  that  German  industrial  circles 
look  upon  the  enormous  development  of  the 
industries  of  the  United  States,  and  especially 
the  bicycle  industry,  during  the  last  few  years, 
with  apprehension.  The  association  of  German 
cycle  manufacturers  means  to  fight  American 
competition  even  more  keenly  than  the  repre- 
sentatives of  other  industries  who  see  their 
home  market  slipping  away  from  them.  An 
efficient  American  commercial  agent  in  Ger- 
many is  of  the  opinion  that  this  country's  ex- 
ports to  Germany  will  continue  to  increase  if 
Americans  take  the  trouble  to  study  the  wants 
of  the  Germans;  and,  above  all,  if  care  is  taken 
to  maintain  the  quality  and  reputation  of 
American  goods. 

As  far  as  can  be  ascertained  there  are  in 
daily  use  in  Bamburg,  a  quiet  place  in  Ger- 
many of  40,000  inhabitants,  about  2,100  cycles, 
and  a  large  number  of  these  are  of  American 
origin.  They  represent  the  best  that  is  made 
in  this  country,  and  the  two  local  dealers  who 
keep  them  say  that  the  demand  for  such  ma- 
chines is  very  good,  although  the  prices  are 
higher  than  for  the  best  native  machines.  This 
reputation  can  be  lost  only  by  the  exportation 
of  machines  of  inferior  make. 

The  attention  of  an  American  consul  was 
recently  called  to  an  advertisement  in  a  promi- 
nent German  paper,  which  read  as  follows: 
"One  hundred  American  cycles  to  be  sold  at 
any  price."  Soon  afterwards  a  Bamberg  dealer 
put  in  an  advertisement  in  which  his  machines 
were  represented  as  "good,  cheap  and  relia- 
ble," compared  with  the  "poor  American 
make."  Investigation  into  the  subject  brought 
to  light  the  fact  that  no  American  bicycles  of 
inferior  quality  were  to  be  had,  and  that  one 
had  never  been  sold  in  the  establishment.  This 
insignificant  incident  shows  how  anxious  Ger- 
mans are  to  lower  the  excellent  reputation  of 
American  wheels.  It  lies  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  American  export  firms  to  make  such  efforts 
unsuccessful,  by  withholding  inferior  goods 
from  the  German  market, 


THOSE 

HARD  GRIPS 

ARE  CHEAPER, 

but 

THE  DEALER 

who  knows  the  importance  of 
a  wheel's  equipment  and  who 
seeks  to  give  his  customers  all 
around  satisfaction 

SHOULD  SPECIFY 


It  is  one  of  those  little  things 
that  counts. 

It  will  pay,  also,  to 
getour  prices  on 

TIRES, 

Pedal  Rubbers,      Toe-Clips, 

Luggage  Carriers, 
Frame  Guards,        Valves, 
Valve  Parts,       Pliers  (Plug), 
Valve  Stems,      Inner  Tubes, 

Valve  and  Stem  Complete, 

S  Hooks,  Tire  Tape, 

Straus  Curved  Plugs, 

Straus  Flat  Head  Plugs, 

Crip  Protectors. 


STRAUS  TIRE  CO., 

127  Duane  St.,  New  York. 

{  Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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October  19, 


HOW  TO  WIN. 


Some    Refrainers    Which    Have   Expedited    the 

Selling    of    Bicycles    and 

Sundries. 

The  man  who  made  as  much  money  out  of 
selling  bicycles  as  any,  used  to  declare  that 
his  success  was  the  result  of  forever  drilling 
the  following  line  of  Dont's  into  the  minds 
of  his  salesmen: 
DON'T 

Brag. 

Bulldoze. 

BlufT. 

Give  your  goods  away. 

Hound  a  buyer. 

Know  more  than  your  customer. 

Insist. 

Lose  your  temper. 

I  hink  you  can  sell  everybody. 

Repeat   rumors   about  other   makes. 

Misrepresent. 

Run  down  your  competitor  or  his  wheel. 

Underestimate   the   intelligence   of  a  buyer. 

Think  you  have  the  only  line  of  bicycles. 

Question  a  buyer's  judgment. 

Think  that  because  ten  select  a  certain  ma- 
chine or  equipment  eleven  should. 

Turn  up  your  nose  at  a  small  order. 

Be  afraid  of  being  turned  down. 

Get  tired  of  waiting  for  your  turn. 

Let  buyers  redesign  your  line. 

Be  too  modest  to  refuse  a  trade  discount. 

Sit  down  and  wait  for  buyers  to  come  in. 

Send  in  weather  reports. 

Sulk  when  you  get  skunked. 

Miss  an  opportunity  to  show  your  goods. 

Push  your  cheapest  grades. 

Forget  that  a  messenger  boy  can  sell  goods 
for  cost. 

Let  a  buyer  put  you  out  of  conceit  with  your 
line. 

Run  down   a  buyer  because   he  prefers  an- 
other make. 

Dictate  to  a  buyer. 

Depend   on   luck  alone. 

Tell  liard  luck  stories. 

Forget  you're  there  to  talk  business. 

Worry. 

Trip  over  your  dignity. 

Lose  your  self  respect. 

Be  bluffed. 

Cut  prices. 


WHAT  REED  TOLD  HIM. 


The  Man   with  the  Bright  Idea    Was  a  Long   Ways 
from  Being  First. 

In  the  good  old  days  when  all  sorts  of 
schemes  were  being  devised  to  boom  this 
make  of  wheel  or  that,  a  gentleman  from 
Syracuse  bethought  himself  of  a  great  idea — 
he'd  get  Thomas  Bracket  Reed  to  ride  one  of 
the  machines  made  by  the  Syracusian's  con- 
cern. 

He  hastened  to  Washington  where,  after 
consultation  with  his  agent,  it  was  decided  to 
make  the  offer  to  Mr.  Reed  if  only  some  way 
of  reaching  him  could  be  devised.  The  pair 
consulted  an  employe  of  the  House,  who  ad- 
vised them  to  make  the  presentation  through 
the  member  from  the  Syracuse  district,  Mr. 
Poole. 

As  the  concern  represented  was  an  import- 
ant one  in  his  district,  Poole  readily  entered 
into  the  scheme,  and  to  prepare  Reed  for  what 
was  coming,  he  invited  him  to  lunch, 


With  considerable  hesitation  he  told  the 
Speaker  what  was  wanted,  and  then  called  in 
the  Syracusian  before  Reed  could  make  any 
reply. 

The  Syracusian  told  the  Speaker  if  he  would 
only  accept  the  machine  his  concern  would 
make  for  him  the  finest  wheel  ever  manufac- 
factured.  It  would  be  made  with  all  due  re- 
gard for  Mr.  Reed's  weight  and  extensive 
proportions,  and  would  be  guaranteed  to  last 
as  long  as  the  big  man  wanted  to  ride  it. 
Reed  listened  with  no  show  of  displeasure 
until  the  man  from  Syracuse  had  finished. 
Then  laying  his  hand  upon  his  shoulder,  he 
said: 

"Young  man.  if  I  had  accepted  all  the 
bicycles  offered  me  by  persons  like  yourself, 
who  would  like  to  get  a  picture  of  me  making 
myself  ridiculous  in  a  bicycle  suit,  for  adver- 
tising purposes,  I  would  have  wheels  enough 
to  invite  the  whole  House  of  Representatives 
out  for  a  ride,  and  give  every  member  a 
wheel." 

Then  he  smiled  and  strode  back  to  the 
House,  leaving  the  discomfited  bicycle  man 
to  wonder  who  the  several  hundred  other 
makers  could  be  who  had  thought  of  the 
scheme  before  he  did. 


THROWING  UP  niS  HANDS. 


How  William  Montague  Has  Arranged  for  Working 
His  Old  Gag. 

"Billy"  Perrett,  the  clever  Americanized 
Britisher  who  has  sold  tires  for  a  number  ot 
years,  was  in  Cleveland  the  other  day  in  his 
new  capacity  of  sales-manager  for  the  Fred- 
rick Mfg.  Co.,  of  New  York,  manufacturers  of 
the  Fredrick  handle-bar.  Perrett  is,  without 
question,  one  of  the  smoothest  salesmen  on  the 
road,  but  some  of  his  well-oiled  flow  of  stock 
sentences  are  constantly  getting  him  into  dif- 
ficulties. For  the  life  of  him  he  cannot  get 
over  the  habit  of  throwing  up  his  hands  and 
remarking:  "Gentlemen,  these  are  the  only 
tools  j'ou  need!"  The  phrase  was  a  good  one, 
perhaps,  in  his  other  line,  but  it  don't  go  with 
the  Fredrick  bar,  so,  to  obviate  further  em- 
barrassment, "Billy"  has  ordered  a  pair  of 
gloves,  in  the  palm  of  one  of  which  is  a  nicely 
arranged  pocket  just  large  enough  to  carry  a 
small  monkey  wrench.  He  proposes  to  wear 
the  gloves  whenever  he  is  showing  off  the 
merits  of  his  bar.  Perrett  stated  that  despite 
the  fact  that  the  Fredrick  is  a  comparatively 
new  article,  he  has  succeeded  in  closing  en- 
couraging contracts  with  Western  concerns. 
The  bar  unquestionably  has  a  number  of  ex- 
cellent points,  and  it  will  be  surprising  if  this 
combination  of  star  salesman  and  attractive  ar- 
ticle does  not  turn  out  satisfactorily  for  the 
Fredrick  people. 


Big  Sprocket  Theories. 

Sprocket  wheels  are  not  so  large  as  they 
once  were;  once  more  practice  has  knocked 
theory,  yet  in  this  sprocket  wheel  game  the 
latter  is  most  plausible.  The  theory  of  increas- 
ing the  diameter  of  sprocket  wheels  being  that 
doing  so  results  in  less  friction,  less  tension  on 
chain  wheels,  and  consequently  less  pressure 
of  rear  wheel  on  crank-hanger  bearings.  Tak- 
ing a  crank  of  7-inch  with  pressure  upon  pedals 
of  100  pounds,  with  12  teeth  front  and  6  rear, 
which  gives  56  gear,  there  will  be  366.4  pounds 
of  tension  on  the  chain;   with  20  teeth   front 


and  10  teeth  rear  we  have  220.1  pounds  ten- 
sion on  the  chain,  which  represents  a  lessening 
of  pull  on  the  chain  of  39  per  cent.  The  pres- 
sure of  rear-bearing  and  crank-shaft  is  pro- 
portionately reduced,  being  found  to  be  384 
pounds  in  one  case  and  245  pounds  in  the 
other,  which  necessarily,  argues  the  big  wheel 
man,  saves  36  per  cent  of  energy  required  to 
drive  the  bicycle. 

Salesmen  Already  in  the  Field. 

From  the  National  American  Cycle  Co.,  of 
Akron,  O.,  comes  a  letter  saying  that  the 
company's  travelers  are  already  in  the  field 
for  1900  business.  Improvements  are  now 
being  made  in  the  plant,  and  the  intention  is 
to  run  it  to  its  full  capacity  of  300  wheels  per 
day.  The  illustrated  catalogue  is  now  in  the 
printer's  hands,  and  will  be  sent  to  all  appli- 
cants with  pleasure.  The  letter  further  states 
that  of  the  many  thousand  Pathfinder  bicycles 
shipped  during  the  past  season,  few  have 
given  trouble,  and  very  few  parts  have  been 
returned  for  replacement  on  account  of  de- 
fects.    The  company  are  not  in  the  A.  B.  C. 


Their  Strongest  Adherents. 

"Don't  these  cedar  block  pavements  wear 
out  soon?" 

"Yes." 

"Aren't  they  worse  on  rubber  tires  than  any 
other  kind  when  they  do  wear  out?" 

"Yes." 

"Expensive,  too,  are  they  not?" 

"Yes." 

"Then  why  are  they  laid?  Does  anybody 
really  want  them?" 

"Sure!     The  companies  that  lays  'em." 


Short  Trade  Stories. 

B.  B.  Emery,  a  Boston  bicycle  dealer,  has 
gone  into  voluntary  bankruptcy. 

L.  E.  Day,  bicycle  dealer  at  Fort  Worth, 
Tex.,  has  been  discharged  in  bankruptcy. 

George  Smith,  a  bicycle  dealer  at  Verndale, 
Minn.,  has  been  succeeded  by  W.  C.  Eddy. 

Judgments  for  $858  have  been  filed  against 
Myrtie  E.  Winne,  a  New  York  bicycle  dealer. 

J.  A.  Newby,  bicycle  repairer  at  New  Castle, 
Ind.,  has  been  succeeded  by  J.  A.  Newby 
&  Co. 

Zapf  &  Seger,  bicycle  dealers  at  Princeton, 
N.  J.,  have  been  succeeded  by  Charles  C. 
Seger. 

Close  &  Wisner,  bicycle  dealers  at  Grand 
Forks,  N.  D.,  have  been  succeeded  by  P.  F. 
Close. 

Packman  &  Jenkins,  dealers  in  bicycles  at 
Utica,  N.  Y.,  have  been  succeeded  by  Thomas 
J.  Jenkins. 

M.  F.  Underwood,  dealer  in  bicycles  at 
Somerville,  Mass.,  has  recorded  chattel  mort- 
gage for  $500. 

G.  L.  Arnold  has  sold  out  his  stationery  and 
bicycle  business  at  Greenwood,  Miss.,  to 
Henry    Arnold. 

Kearney  Cycle  &  Machine  Co.'s  plant  at 
Kearney,  Neb.,  was  damaged  by  fire.  The  loss 
is  estimated  at  $15,000,  with  insurance  of 
$4,000. 


1899. 


29 


4- 
4- 


4- 


•J- 
4- 


^4"^^^4'^^^^4^^^4^4~^4•4•4^4^4•4•4•4^4•4•4•4^4^4^4^4^4^4^4^4•4•4•4^4^4•4^4^4•4^4•4^4•4•4•4•4•4•4•4•4•4•4•4•4^4•4^4^4•4•4^4•4•4*4•4H^4^ 

4- 
4- 
4* 
4- 
4* 
4« 
4- 


4- 
4- 
4- 
4- 
4- 
4- 
4> 
4- 
4- 
4« 
•!• 
4- 
4- 
4- 
•!• 
4* 
4- 
4- 
4- 
4« 
4- 
•!• 
4- 
4« 
4- 
4- 
4- 
4- 
4- 
4- 
4- 
•l« 
4- 
4« 
4- 
4- 
4- 
4' 
•!• 
4- 
4- 
4' 
4- 
4' 
4- 
4* 


4- 
4* 
4- 
4- 


4- 
4- 
4* 
4- 
4* 
4* 
4- 


4> 
4- 
4- 
4- 
4- 
4- 
4- 
4- 
4- 
4- 
4« 


FREDRICK 


ADJUSTABLE 


HANDLE 


BARS 


ARE   MECHANICALLY  CORRECT. 


4- 
4« 
4- 
4- 
4- 
4- 
4* 
4- 
4' 
4- 
4- 
4- 
4« 
4- 
4* 
4- 
4* 
4- 
4" 
4« 
4- 
4' 
4« 
4« 
4' 
4- 
4" 
.4. 

4- 
4« 
4- 
4- 
4« 
4- 
4- 


4- 
4« 
4- 
4- 
4« 
4" 
4' 
4- 
4- 
4* 
4- 
4« 
4- 
4- 


•{•  *I'**I*  v*I"I'  'I"I"I"I*  'I*  ■^•■^■>^"»^»»|«*J— ^**^«>  J*  '1**1*  ■{■■^■■T"*|«»%»I"»T«  *V>  *!•  >%»%»T«»%J 


FREDRICK   MANUFACTURING   CO.,  ^ 

J50   NASSAU   STREET,  j 

NEW  YORK  aTY,U.S.A.  ^ 

4 
4 


30 


October  19, 


Rural   Road   Information* 
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WRITING  to  the  "Columbia,"  •Teddy" 
Edwards  tells  this  interesting  story  of 
how  the  cross-country  tourist  receives  his 
road  directions: 

It  is  a  very  curious  and  interesting  thing, 
for  anyone  who  goes  about  this  country 
awheel  or  afoot,  to  take  note  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  people  of  difTerent  localities 
direct  a  traveler  who  is  uncertain  as  to  his 
way,  and  therefore  has  to  depend  upon  in- 
quiries along  his  route  to  bring  him  to  his 
destination. 

Outside  the  city  of  Baltimore,  for  instance, 
the  cyclist  is  usually  told  to  "follow  the  shell 
road."  As  a  matter  of  fact,  all  of  the  high- 
ways and  nearly  all  of  the  byways  in  that  part 
of  the  country  are  surfaced  with  oyster  shells, 
and,  in  following  instructions  like  the  fore- 
going, I  have  many  a  time  ended  up  in  some- 
body's barnyard. 

In  Indiana,  you  are  generally  told  to  "keep 
on  the  gravel  road,"  when,  as  it  happens,  all 
the  roads,  and  even  the  sheep  paths,  are  con- 
structed of  some  kind  of  gravel;  for  such  is 
the  nature,  geologically  speaking,  of  the  coun- 
try; and  the  rider  who  determines  to  "follow 
gravel"  will  likely  as  not  come  to  an  abrupt 
stop  in  a  sheep-fold. 

In  Ohio  you  are  advised  to  "follow  the 
telephone  wires,"  and  no  doubt  if  you  happen 
to  have  gone  ten  or  fifteen  miles  out  of  your 
way  following  telegraph  wires  instead  of  tele- 
phone wires,  you  will  be  entirely  disgusted 
with  road  directions  of  the  stereotyped  kind 
used  in  Ohio.  I  have  been  sold  in  this  way 
many  a  time,  and  have  more  than  once  wished 
that  someone  would  petition  the  telephone 
and  telegraph  companies  to  label  their  lines, 
so  that  bicycle  riders  need  not  be  misled  in 
this  way. 

The  lowan  generally  tells  you  to  "keep  on 
the  main  traveled  road,"  and  when  you  come 
to  a  branch  road  you  are  forced  to  get  down 
on  your  hands  and  knees  and  examine  the 
two  roads  as  minutely  as  an  old  hunter  would 
examine  an  Indian  cross-trail  to  find  out 
which  is  the  most  "traveled."  Finally,  after 
giving  up  in  disgust,  you  generally  choose 
the  wrong  road;  at  least,  such  has  been  my 
experience.  It  is  devoutly  to  be  wished  that 
a  "wagonometer,"  or  something,  might  be 
perfected  to  register  the  number  of  teams 
passing  over  a  road,  and  stationed  at  all 
cross-roads  and  forks,  so  that  the  Itinerant 
cyclist  might  be  saved  this  trouble. 

In  many  of  the  Western  States  you  are 
cautioned  to  turn  north,  south,  east  or  west, 
here  or  there,  as  you  go  along;  and  unless 
you  are  provided  with  a  compass,  you  are 
pretty  sure  to  go  astray.  When  instructed  in 
this  way,  I  have  always  made  it  a  practice  to 
ask  whether  I  am  to  turn  to  the  left  or  right, 
or  go  straight  ahead.  This  seems  to  be  the 
only  safe  method. 

In  Kentucky,  once,  I  asked  a  man  how  far 
it  was  to  Lexington. 

"Well,"  said  he,  with  about  a  dozen  inflec- 
tions of  his  voice,  "you  see  yonder  hill?" 

I  looked  in  the  direction   he  pointed,  saw 
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"yonder  hill"  about  ten  miles  away,  and  an- 
swered in  the  affirmative. 

"Well,"  he  continued,  "it's  two  right  smart 
looks  from  thar."  I  suppose  he  meant  two 
as-far-as-you-can-see's. 

No  doubt  all  this  sort  of  misdirection  and 
frequent  exaggeration  of  distance  comes 
mainly  from  local  narrowness  or  lack  of  gen- 
eral intelligence  on  the  part  of  the  informers, 
but  I  have  frequently  met  those  who  have 
unquestionably  derived  pleasure  from  giving 
me  misleading  or  partly  misleading  instruc- 
tions. I  think  if  people  of  this  stamp  could 
see  the  cyclist's  discomfiture  when  he  dis- 
covers that  he  has  been  thus  treated,  they 
would  probably  exercise  greater  care  in  fu- 
ture cases  of  the  kind.  I  am  not  certain  but 
that  I  have  sometimes  wished  for  a  gun  in 
such  instances,  just  as  I  have  at  times  when 
country-bred  dogs  have  delighted  in  getting 
so  uncomfortably  close  to  my  calves  that  it 
seemed  as  though  Providence  alone  could 
save  me  from  mangling  or  perhaps  hydro- 
phobia. 

Of  course,  you  may  ask:  "Why  don't  you 
use  a  road  map?"  To  tell  the  truth,  a  road 
map  is  generally  a  little  better  than  a  flat- 
faced  riddle  in  guiding  one  through  a  strange 
country.  In  some  of  the  Eastern  States, 
notably  in  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and 
parts  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  there 
are  maps  which  an  intelligent  rider  should 
have  no  trouble  in  following,  but  I  should  be 
extremely  sorry  for  any  inan  who  would  be 
foolish  enough  to  attempt  to  implicitly  follow 
the  guidance  of  average  road  maps  elsewhere 
without  occasionally  resorting  to  inquiry  of 
people  living  along  his  route.  Such  inquiries, 
as  appears  from  the  foregoing,  are  often 
mighty  unsatisfactory,  but  with  his  sole  de- 
pendence upon  what  is  generally  known  as 
a  road  map,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the 
average  traveler  by  wheel  would  never  get 
anywhere. 


KEEP    MOVING. 


What  the  .Successful  Landing  of  Jonah  Teaches  to 
the  Wide-Awake  Man. 

Jonah  was  an  unwilling  guest.  He  wanted 
to  get  out.  However  much  he  may  have  liked 
fish,  he  did  not  want  it  three  times  a  day  and 
all  the  time.  So  he  kept  up  a  fidget  and  a 
struggle  and  a  turning  over,  and  gave  the 
whale  no  time  to  assimilate  him.  The  m?n 
knew  that  if  he  was  ever  to  get  out  he  must  be 
in  perpetual  motion. 

There  are  men  in  the  cycle  trade  who  are 
so  lethargic  they  would  have  given  it  up,  and 
Iain  so  quietly  that  in  a  few  hours  they  would 
have  gone  into  flukes  and  fish-bones,  blow- 
hole and  blubber.  Now,  in  these  glorious 
combine  days  are  seen  men  in  the  cycle  trade 
who  believe  they  have  been  swallowed  by 
monstrous  misfortunes.  Some  of  them  sit 
down  on  a  piece  of  whalebone  and  give  it  up. 
They  say:  "No  use!  I  will  never  get  back 
my  money  or  restore  my  good  name  or  re- 
cover my  health." 


They  float  out  to  sea  and  never  again  are 
heard  of.  Others,  the  moment  they  go  dowft 
the  throat  of  some  great  trouble,  begin  to  plan 
for  egress.  They  make  rapid  estimate  of  the 
length  of  the  vertebrae,  and  come  to  the  con- 
clusion how  far  they  are  in.  They  dig  up 
enough  spermaceti  out  of  the  darkness  to 
make  a  light,  and  keep  turning  this  way  and 
that,  till  the  first  you  know  they  are  out.  De- 
termination to  get  well  has  much  to  do  with 
recovered  invalidism. 

Firm  will  to  defeat  bankruptcy  decides 
financial  deliverance.  Never  surrender  to  mis- 
fortune or  discouragement.  You  can,  if  you 
are  spry  enough,  make  it  as  tincomfortable  for 
the  whale  as  the  whale  can  make  it  uncom- 
fortable for  you.  There  will  be  some  place 
where  you  can  brace  your  feet  against  his  ribs, 
and  some  large  upper  tooth  around  which  you 
can  take  hold,  and  he  will  soon  be  as  glad  to 
get  rid  of  you  for  a  tenant  as  you  will  be  glad 
to  get  rid  of  him  for  a  landlord. 


Pump-Hosen's    Punishment. 

When  a  German  official  goes  by  the  name 
of  Staatsanwaltsschaftsrath,  he  quite  naturally 
feels  that  he  is  entitled  to  a  certain  reverence. 
A  witness  must  not,  for  instance,  appear  before 
his  Sesquipedalian  Worship  in  the  costume  of 
the  complete  cyclist,  and  so  recently  in  the 
Correctional  Tribunal  of  the  Berlin  Landge- 
richt  No.  2,  a  wheelman  was  fined  20  marks 
for  appearing  in  what  the  indictment  termed 
"Pump-hosen  and  Tricot-jacket  with  jacket 
external." 

The  President  made  an  appropriate  little 
speech,  in  which  he  explained  to  the  culprit 
that  it  was  not  to  the  man,  but  to  the  Magis- 
trate, he  had  been  wanting  in  respect,  and  the 
accused  assured  the  President  in  reply  that 
"he  had  as  great  a  reverence  for  his  name  as 
for  his  office." 

The  latter  was,  as  already  said,  Staatsan- 
waltsschaftsrath, and  the  former  was  merely 
Smith,  which  shows  that  the  glories  of  our  berth 
and  State — even  a  legal  berth  and  judicial 
State — are  shadows,  not  substantial  things. 
The  wearer  of  the  pump-hosen  was  then  dis- 
missed, minus  20  marks. 


Bruin  as  a  Road  Builder. 

"The  brown  bear  is  the  great  roadmaker 
of  the  Alaska  peninsula,"  said  Hugh  Mayo,  a 
guide  of  many  years'  experience  in  that 
region.  "Not  only  are  the  banks  of  the 
streams  trodden  into  good  trails  by  the  huge, 
lumbering  brutes,  but  the  swampy  plains  are 
crossed  in  every  direction  by  paths  leading  to 
the  hills.  The  traveler  will  do  well  to  follow 
them  in  journeying  across  the  country,  as 
they  invariably  lead  to  the  best  fording  places 
of  streams  and  form  the  easiest  routes  to  the 
hills." 


At  Her  Very  Worst. 

"I  wouldn't  think  of  marrying  a  girl  who 
doesn't  ride  a  bicycle,"  remarked  the  young 
man. 

"You  believe  in  exercise?" 

"Yes.  But  that  isn't  the  only  reason.  When 
a  girl  is  rested  and  all  dressed  up,  a  man  is 
likely  to  be  so  fascinated  he  won't  realize  that 
she  looks  any  other  way.  What  he  wants  to 
do  is  to  wait  and  gaze  on  her  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  a  century  run.  and  then  see  if  he  feels 
like  proposing." 
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Better  begin  early* 

Printing,  like  health  and  prosperity,  is  better  when  preparations  for  it 
are  begun  early.  Better  begin  figuring  now,  on  your  igoo  business-getting 
print-shop  stuff  By  and  by  the  pressure  of  current  business  may  make  it 
harder  for  you. 

Your  catalogue  work  is  what  we  are  after.  We  also  want  to  do  other 
kinds  of  printing  for  you.  We  have  shown  you  photographic  illustrations 
of  our  big  pressroom  and  typesetting-room.  Above  is  a  look  into  our  "job" 
room.     We  want  you  to  know  that  we  have  facilities  for  doing  big  work. 

As  to  quality — we  have  done  some  of  the  finest  printing  possible  to 
be  done  on  a  printing  press,  and  will  be  very  glad  to  send  you  samples  to 
prove  it. 

Our  prices  are  low,  not  because  we  are  dying  for  work,  but  because 
we  want  to  keep  our  plant  busy  all  the  time.  Between  the  times  when  we 
are  busy  on  the  several  publications  we  print,  there  would  be  good-sized 
moments  of  idleness  if  we  had  no  outside  work  to  make  them  moments 
of  busy-ness. 

Our  address  is  WHEEL  PRESS,  88  West  Broadway,  New  York  City. 
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Only  Big  One  in  New  York* 


BICYCLE  dealers,  and  riders,  too,  will 
find  this  story  worth  finishing,  if  they 
happen  to  dig  into  the  beginning  of  it  a  few 
lines.  It  isn't  intended  to  be  the  mere  adver- 
tisement that  the  illustrations  make  it  appear  to 
be.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  use  of  the  pictures 
is  perfectly  right  and  proper,  and  that  nobody 
will  be  entitled  to  shoot  if  he  reads  through 
the  entire  article. 

To  tell  the  plain  truth,  the  writer  had  never 
more  than  casually  noticed  what  are  known  as 
WolfT-American  High  Art  cycles,  and,  being  a 
great  believer  in  plain  black  as  a  bicycle  finish, 
had  never  taken  pains  to  look  below  the  sur- 
face, as  it  were,  of  the  Salamander  red  finish 
which  is  put  upon  the  highest  grade  of  WolfT- 
American  bicycle.  And  so,  when  it  was  sug- 
gested that  the  Wolff-American  factory,  the 
only  large  bicycle  factory  within  or  anywhere 
near  the  limits  of  New  York  City,  was  a  place 
that  ought  to  be  visited,  the  visit  was  begun 
without  any  alarming  symptoms  of  enthusiasm. 

Put  me  down  as  converted  again.  We  are 
always  backsliding.  We  get  a  subconsciotis 
impression,  favorable  or  otherwise,  according 
to  our  own  little  predilections  for  color,  name, 
title,  or  what  not,  and  without  ever  investigat- 
ing to  see  whether  our  impression  is  right  or 
wrong,  we  go  along  believing  that  a  thing  is 
all  right  or  isn't  all  right,  until  one  fine  day 
we  run  up  against  the  actual  facts.  If  the  facts 
do  not  agree  with  the  more  unfavorable  of  our 
subconscious  impressions,  we  wake  up  sur- 
prised— and,  if  we  are  fair  and  sensible,  con- 
verted. 

Those  who  know  the  Wolfif-American  bi- 
cycle know  it  is  one  of  the  finest  examples  o! 
cycle  mechanism  possible  to  construct. 
Those  dealers  and  "riders  who  don't  know  it, 
and  who  are  interested  in  good  bicycles,  may 
get  some  valuable  information  out  of  the  fol- 
lowing facts,  and  in  any  event  will  not  end  up 
the  reading  with  mental  indigestion. 

Just  a  word  about  the  Wolff  people  them- 
selves. With  the  exception  of  the  firm  name, 
they  believe  in  keeping  their  own  individuali- 
ties in  the  background,  so  no  names  are  men- 
tioned; but  the  writer  personally  met  the  sec- 
retary and  his  assistant  in  handling  the  bicycle 
correspondence,  and  can  assure  any  dealer  or 
rider  who  writes  to  the  firm  that  he  will  be 
nicely  handled.  The  secretary  impresses  the 
visitor  as  an  unusually  clean-cut,  compact, 
generous-minded  man;  a  thorouglily  "'white" 
man;  the  sort  of  man  who  will  attend  to  the 
correspondence  before  him  in  such  a  way  that 
nothing  will  remain  undone  when  he  has  fin- 
ished. And  his  assistant  is  built  very  much 
the  same  way.  Mr.  Wolf?  himself  is  very  popu- 
lar among  men.  A  very  busy  man.  He  is  the 
head  and  centre  of  a  concern  which  is  more 
than  twenty-five  years  old,  which  employs 
more  than  i,ooo  hands,  which  occupies  more 
than  250,000  feet  of  factory  space  on  four  acres 
of  ground,  and  which  owns  200  feet  of  New 
York  City  water  frontage,  the  land  alone  bein.sj; 
worth  over  half  a  million  dollars.  The  main 
building  and  some  others  are  six  stories  high. 
The  place  is  at  the  foot  of  East  ll.'-'lh  sheet. 


A  big  concern.  Their  principal  business  is 
steel,  in  various  forms — straps,  wires,  rods,  etc. 
They  furnish  more  of  the  steel  rods  from 
which  bicycle  spokes,  balls,  chains  and  pedal 
plates  are  made  than  any  other  concern  in  the 
country.  Some  of  their  product  in  the  steel 
line — that  used  for  watch  springs — sells  for  as 
much  as  $4.00  a  pound. 

Having  for  nearly  fifteen  years  sold  much 
material  to  bicycle  manufacturers,  they  made 
up  their  minds  about  six  years  ago  to  go  into 
the  bicycle  business  themselves.  They  set 
apart  a  liberal  wing  of  their  buildings  for  the 
new  industry.  Their  bicycle  plant  has  a  com- 
pleteness and  capacity  that  would  surprise 
some  of  the  people  who  have  never  looked 
into  the  merits  and  standing  of  this  concern. 

The  Wolff  people  have  an  intensely  earnest 
belief  in  the  quality  of  their  bicycles.  The  lan- 
guage of  their  catalogue,  the  title  "High  Art," 
and  what  they  say  in  personal  conversation 
shows  this.  This  is  a  good  thing  for  the  intel- 
ligent dealer  to  know.  It  is  much  to  him  to 
feel  that  the  line  he  is  carrying  or  contemplates 
carrying,  is  made  by  people  who  have  more — 
much  more — than  a  mere  dollars-and-cents  in- 
terest in  what  they  produce.  The  Wolff  pride 
in  the  Wolff-American  bicycle  is  quite  unu- 
sual. 

A  few  words  more  about  the  concern,  and 
then  something  about  the  mechanical  features 
of  the  wheels  they  build.  On  account  of  their 
manufacturing  facilities  they  are  absolutely  in- 
dependent as  far  as  the  construction  of  their 
bicycle  is  concerned.  They  claim  to  own  as 
many  patents,  and  use  them  on  their  own  ma- 
chines only,  as  can  be  claimed  for  any  other 
machine.  In  addition  to  their  home  trade  they 
do  an  export  business,  the  extent  of  which  is 
indicated  by  the  fact  that  they  issue  catalogues 
in  seven  languages — English,  German,  French, 
Dutch,  Spanish,  Swedish  and  Finnish.  They 
have  numerous  European  agencies,  and  a  dis- 
tributing depot  in  Hamburg.  They  have  the 
only  large   bicycle  plant  in   New   York   City, 


and  it  is  surrounded  on  three  sides  by  other 
factories  and  habitations,  but  on  the  east  they 
have  water,  and  by  using  their  own  docks  and 
their  own  lighters,  they  have  easy  access  to  all 
the  transportation  depots. 

Light  was  let  into  a  previously  careless  mind 
when  the  secretary  took  the  writer  into  the 
bicycle  factory  and  into  the  room  wherein  the 
Salamander  enamel  is  applied  to  the  bicycle 
frame.  It  was  discovered  that  the  frame  was 
first  completely  nickeled,  then  buffed,  then  cov- 
ered with  the  Salamander  enamel  by  the  ex- 
pensive method  of  using  a  brush.  To  be  Sala- 
mandered  a  frame  must  be  in  the  very  best 
condition.  Any  imperfections  will  show 
through  the  enamel.  The  secretary  said  Sala- 
mandering  was  the  most  expensive  kind  of 
enameling.  The  black-enameled  machines 
have  a  peculiarly  fine  effect — no- gloss,  nor  a 
dead  black,  but  a  rich,  swelling  black. 

All  Wolff-American  frames,  after  construc- 
tion, are  spring-tempered.  This  is  an  idea 
peculiar  to  this  concern,  and  it  imparts  a  cer- 
tain springiness  to  the  frame,  reducing  liability 
to  breakage,  but  not  removing  rigidity. 

Oil  does  not  drip  from  the  bearings  of  these 
bicycles.    The  axles  are  hollow,  and  each  con- 


Oil  reaches  the  bearings  through  little  holes  leading 
from  an   oil-soaked  wick   in   the  hollow  axle. 

tains  a  wick.  Unscrew  the  cap  from  the  axle- 
end  and  squirt  in  oil.  Then  screw  on  the  cap 
again.  The  oil  is  conducted  through  the  wick, 
and  by  centrifugal  force,  as  the  axle  revolves, 
passes  out  of  little  holes  in  the  axle  into  the 
ball-race.  One  lubrication  of  the  wick  endures 
for  1,500  miles. 

The  eccentric  chain  adjustment  is  explained 
by  the  illustration.  The  important  point  is  that 
adjusting  one  side  adjusts  the  other  side.  No 
imperfect  alignment  of  the  wheel  is  possible. 

The  front  sprocket  wheel  is  so  constructed 
that  the  chain  pull  is  directly  in  line  with  the 
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ball-races.  This  lessens  side  strain  and  means 
smoother  running. 

The  best  automatic  machinery  makes  the 
cups,  cones  and  similar  parts  of  the  Wolff- 
American.  The  pedals  are  marvels  of  simplic- 
ity and  dust-proofness,  and  they  have  a  novel, 
light,  money-saving  triangular  rubber  feature 
for  those  who  do  not  desire  a  rat-trap. 

Altogether,  it  is  a  bicycle  full  of  fine  points, 


This  chain-adjustment  is  more  than  artistic.  It 
makes  one-sided  adjustment  of  the  rear  wheel  impos- 
sible. 

but  with  no  visionary  jim-cracks  about  it.  It 
is  a  bicycle  which  is  full  of  talking  points  of 
the  practical  sort.  And  that  is  what  the  enter- 
prising dealer  and  the  practical  rider  want.  It 
is  guaranteed  for  five  years.  It  does  not  con- 
tain an  ounce  of  brazed  tubing,  not  even  in  the 
seat-post  or  handle-bars,  and  the  cones  and 
similar  parts  are  made  of  steel  which  is  made 
to  the  concern's  own  special  analysis. 

Phoenix. 


The  Haunted  Man. 

Again  that  ringing  in  his  ears! 
■    It   was   the   warning    he   had  dreaded.     He 
knew  his  time  had   come.     Yet,   although   he 
had  started  at  the  sound,  he  seemed  half-dazed 
and  wholly  careless  of  the  consequences. 

But  still  the  ringing  in  his  ears! 

"Drat  it!"  he  finally  said;  and  springing 
from  the  roadway  to  the  sidewalk,  he  stood 
there  and  glared  at  the  passing  wheelman  who 
had  done  the  ringing. 


Traveling  Through  Tyrol. 

A  foreign  correspondent  writes:  "As  to  the 
cost  of  a  wheeling  trip  in  Tyrol,  a  question 
which  most  cyclists  are  unfortunately  obliged 
to  consider,  while  living  expenses  are  not  so 
reasonable  as  in  some  parts  of  Germany,  yet 


one  can  make  out  comfortably  on  three  florins 
($1.25)  a  day.  A  florin  (40  cents)  in  Austria 
goes  but  little  further  than  a  mark  (25  cents) 
m  Germany.  In  large  towns,  however,  and  in 
resorts  where  summer  visitors  congregate  in 
large  numbers,  hotel  expenses  are  considerably 
higher.  But  if  one  makes  it  a  rule  to  stop  at 
Gasthauser,  which  bear  the  signs  of  large  cy- 
clists' leagues,  three  florins  is  all  that  one 
needs."  At  this  rate  it  is  evident  that  with  $50 
in  pocket  a  wheelman  can  have  a  delightful 
outing  in  Tyrol. 


Try  the  Full  Ten. 

The  last  stroke  of  the  pump  fills  the  tire. 
All  the  others  have  aided,  but  without  the  last 
there  would  have  been  no  result.  Nine  adver- 
tisements may  all  but  inflate  the  tire  of  cycling 
skepticism,  while  the  tenth  will  complete  the 
work.  If  the  advertiser  becomes  discouraged 
just  before  the  tenth,  the  nine  will  count  for 
nothing. 


Give  Them  a  Chance. 

Don't  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  public 
are  not  so  much  interested  in  your  goods  or 
business  as  you  are  yourself.  If  you  want 
them  to  take  an  interest  in  what  you  have, 
make  your  advertising  attractive  to  them, 
arouse  their  curiosity,  appeal  to  their  tastes 
and  wants,  attract  their  attention,  and  when 
you  have  that  the  battle's  half  won. 


Watch  the  Other  Fellow. 

Every  man  who  advertises  should  read  other 
advertisements.  He  should  train  himself  in 
this  line.  He  should  be  familiar  with  the  tone 
of  every  advertiser  in  the  town  where  he  lives, 
and  with  as  many  outsiders  as  he  has  time 
and  chance  to  study.  The  most  successful 
men  in  any  line  of  work  are  those  who  know 
best  their  own  special  ropes. 


Had  tils  Answers  Handy. 

"My  friend,"  said  the  cycle  tourist  to  the 
native  on  the  fence,  "have  you  a  knife  about 
you?" 

"Naw;  but  you'll  find  a  fork  in  the  road 
yander." 

"You're  bright,  ain't  you?" 

"Naw,  I'm  Brown." 


Neither  Extreme  Will  Do. 

The  man  who  is  afraid  of  making  mistakes 
is  not  the  man  to  win  in  the  cycle  trade  battle. 
Foolhardy  adventure  will  not  win;  neither  will 
supine  sitting  still  awaiting  for  something  to 
turn  up. 


If  we  spent. 


^1,000,000 

in  advertising,   some  people  would  still  use  cheap  and   lealty  oilers.      The   "PERFECT" 
OILER  is  worth  many  times  the  slight  extra  cost. 


iRflCigEWQlt 


25c. 


CUSHMAN  &  DENISON.  Mfrs..  240-2  W.  23d  St.,  N.  Y. 

Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 
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ADLETS. 

^t,^?'"i:^*'^'  Exchange,  Etc.  —  Twenty-five  words, 
Wiirty-hve  cents.  Each  additional  word  two  cents. 
Lash  invariably  in  advance. 

Situations  and  Help  Wanted.— Answers  received 

in  confidence  and  forwarded  without  charge.  Rate- 
^  words,  one  time,  50  cents;  three  times,  Xl.OO:  50 
words,  one  time,  $1.00;  four  times,  ?3.00;  75  words, 
one  time,  $1.50;  four  times,  $5.00.  Displayed  adver- 
tisements: One-half  inch,  one  time,  $1.00;  four  times, 
$3.00;  one  inch,  one  time,  $1.50;  four  times.  $5.00. 


pATENTS,-H.  W.  T.  Jenner,  patent  attorney  and 
i  mechanica  expert,  608  F  street,  Washington,  D. 
U  Established  1883.  I  make  an  examination  free  of 
charge,  and  report  if  a  patent  can  be  had  and  exactly 
how  much  it  will  cost.    Send  for  circular 


VyANTED— No.  2  Fox  Rim  Drill;  must  be  late  pattern 
iir  I  ^°^  T?  3°°^  repair.  The  Tucker  Bicycle  Wood 
Work  Co.,  Urbana,  Ohio. 


'T^HREE  double  bicycle  trunks  and  one  single  74- 
drawer  cabinet  for  cycle  parts  with  extra  cabinet 
for  spokes;  cost  $300;  take  $50.  Desks,  typewriters 
furniture  and  fixtures  will  sell  cheap  for  cash  or  exchange 
tor  bicycles.        L.  C.  Jandorf  &  Co.,  5  West  14th  St 


gUYER    and    manager   of    the   bicycle    fittings    and 
sundry  department  of  one  of  the  largest  jobbing 
houses    in    New    York   is   open    for    engagement    from 
Nov.  1.     Address  "Buyer,"  Wheel  OfHce.— 10-19-p 


K  b^^Tr^  bicycle  store  in  a  desirable  location 

nn,.!,*'?.  r"'n^°''''.'=''>'  boulevard  (Broadway)  beloAr 
llOth  bt.;  fully  equipped  repair  department,  with  up- 
to-date  machinery  and  tools;  owner  willing  to  sacri- 
fice the  good-will,  etc.,  of  this  business  in  order  to 
give  his  entire  attention  to  other  interests.  "For 
bale,      P.    O.    Box   444. 


A  DVERTISER,  lately  general  manager  for  a  well- 
known  English  cycle  concern,  is  open  to  repre- 
sent an  American  cycle  or  motor  car  firm  in  Great 
iintain  and  Ireland;  can  introduce  and  push  business 
amongst  the  best  agents,  and  with  a  well-made  free 
wheel  machine  will  guarantee  a  handsome  turnover; 
thoroughly  practical  and  well  recommended  by  late 
directors.    Address   VV.   B.,  care  of  The  Wheel 


ATANUFACTURERS     of     bicycles     and     sundries, 

phonographs,  jewelry,  clocks  and  sporting  goods; 

please  send  catalogues,  together  with  trade  discounts, 

to  L.  C.  Dalton,  37  North  1st  St.,  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J. 


W^ANTED— Large  or  small  lots  of  bicycles,  com- 
pletp  or  stripped;  tires,  saddles,  pedals,  bars 
and  equipments  or  sundries  of  any  kind;  will  pay  spot 
cash;  describe  goods  and  name  bottom  price.  Mead 
Cycle    Company,    Chicago,   111. 


TX/^E  BUY  for  cash  job  lots  of  tires;  we  should  be 
pleased    to    receive    oiTers    from    manufacturers. 
Address  F.  A.   Gargare  &  Son,  135  W.  26th  St.,   New 
York  city.— 10-19-p. 


TX/^  ANTED— Sundries,  tires,  frames,  hubs,  spokes 
.  *  and  nipples;  500  secondhand  bicycles.  Liv- 
ingston Cycle  Co.,  414  E.  16th  St.,  New  York. 


Dusty  Roads.   Noisy  Chains. 

The    Morse    Twin    Roller    Chains    run 

SMOOTHLY,  QUIETLY  and  FREELY 

in    DUST    or    MUD. 

As  the  pendulum 
swings,  so  the  joint 
of  the  Morse  Chain 
rocks. 

No  Rub, 

No  Slide. 

Lasts  longer,  runs 
easier  than  any  other 
chain  made.  Pendu- 
lum will  swing  on 
the  Morse  Joint  45 
minutes  and  on  the 
pin  joint  about  5  sec- 
onds. Large  swing- 
ing model  sent  free 
to  agents  ordering 
three  chains. 

Write  for  Illustrated  Cir-  ^^^ 

cular  and  Price  to  ^r 

MORSE  CHAIN  CO., 

Trumansburg:,  N.  Y. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


:'.{ 


October  19, 


ASPHALT  PAVEMENTS 


THE  STANDARD  PAVE- 
MENT OF  AMERICA.^  ^ 


THE    BARBER  ASPHALT   PAVING   CO., 


Endorsed  by  the  L.  A.  W.  everywhere. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wiheel. 


No.  II    BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 


THE  LEAGUE  HANDLE-BAR  GO. 

All  Kinds.     All  Styles. 
Samples  now  ready. 

215-217-219  S.  CLINTON  STREET,  CHICAGO. 


Graohite  Lubricants. 

ALL  KINDS,  ACCORDING  TO  WANTS. 
Joseph  Dixon  Crucible  Co.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 


Foil 

BICYCLE  §. 


WILLIAM  F.  NYE, 

NEW  BEDFORD.  .  ,  .         MASS. 


^rl    rOHf^  SIDES 

^^^'fmtmm  rivoiver  s ; 

coRPEsPONOENc.  PERFECTION  PADLOCKS 

so.Kuto,^-  AMES  SWORD  CO.    CHICOP^EE.MASS. 


CLOSING    OUT!!! 

Columbia  Tires,  112.25  per  pair. 

...ORDER    QUICK... 


VIM   BICYCLE  CO.,       Chicago,  111. 


California 
IN  3  Days 


Chic  A  go-  Union  Pa  cific 


AND 


NORTH-  WESTERN  LINE 


A  NY  ticket  agent  will  tell  you  about 
/I  "The  Overland  Limited."  No 
change  of  cars  and  all  meals  in  din- 
ing cars.  Every  day  in  the  year  at 
6.30  p.  m.  from  Chicago.  The  Pa- 
cific Express  leaves  every  night  at 
10.30.  See  your  ticket  reads  Chi- 
cago &  North-  Western  Railway  from 
Chicago. 

461  Broadway,  ■  NEW  YORK 
368  Washington  Street,  BOSTON 
193  Clark  Street,      -      CHICAGO 


IIVDISPENSABLE    BI-CY-KA. 

Your  wheel  needs  Bi-cy-ka.     No  work  to 

apply  it.  It  takes  off  the  rust  and  keeps  the 
rust  off;  it  cleans  and  it  polishes.  If  your 
dealer  hasn't  it,  send  us  lU  cents  in  stamps 
and  we  will  mail  you  a  full-sized  collapsible 
tube.  Raven  Gloss  Mfg.  Co.,  71  Barclay 
street.  New  York. 


MOSSBERG  TIRE   BELL 

Patented  March  28th,  1899. 
Guaranteed  to  give  satisfaction  in  every  respect. 
Send  for  Catalogue.    Sample  sent  by  mail  on  receipt  of 
remittance  as  follows: 

No.  1,  75c.    No.  2,  50c. 

Manufactured  by    FRANK    MOSSBERG     CO., 

ATTLEBORO,  MASS. 


The  Best  Advertising  for  the 
Irish  Trade  is 

THE 
IRISH  CYCLIST. 

Specimen  copy  and  advertising  rates  on 
application  to 

R.  J.  MECREDY  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  Proprietors, 

49  Middle  Abbey  St.,  DUBLIN. 


liOYPEST  RATES   WEST. 

Rates  to  the  West  are  lower  via  Nickel  Plate 
Road  than  via  other  lines,  while  the  service  is  ex- 
celled by  none.  Three  fast  trains  are  run  every  day 
in  the  year  from  Buffalo  to  Chicago.  The  day 
coaches  are  of  the  latest  pattern,  are  elegantly  up- 
holstered, and  have  all  the  modem  improvements, 
such  as  marble  lavatories  steam  heat,  lighted  by 
Pintsche  gas,  while  colored  porters  are  in  charge  to 
look  after  trie  wants  of  passengers,  especially  the 
ladies  and  children.  Vestibuled  buffet  sleeping  cars 
are  run  on  all  trains,  while  the  dining  cars  and  meal 
stations  are  owned  and  operated  by  the  company  and 
serve  the  best  of  meals  at  moderate  prices. 

If  your  ticket  agent  cannot  give  you  all  the  in- 
formation you  desire  in  regard  to  rates,  routes,  etc., 
address  F.  J.  Moore,  Gen'l  Agent,  Nickel  Plate  Road, 
291  Main  St.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


THE  BEST   SHOOTING. 

The  shooting  in  Iowa,  Minnesota  and  South  Dakota 
this  year  promises  to  be  very  good,  as  the  rainfall  in 
all  these  Slates  was  abundant.  The  best  localities  for 
chicken  and  duck  shooting  are  on  and  tributary  to  the 
lines  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway. 
A  copy  of  a  recent  publication  issued  by  the  passen- 
ger department  of  that  road  can  be  had  on  application 
to  W.  S.  Howell,  General  Eastern  Passenger  Agent, 
381  Broadway,  New  York,  and  enclosing  three  cents 
in  stamps  for  postage. 


ALL    SORTS. 

'w  TlLjLMANN  >c  ECKSTEIN, 

.    ;'     -       -91   Elizabeth  Street,  New  York, 


^ESTA.BLCSHEO  rado 


NEAR  CHAND  street. 


All  American  wheelmen  who  desire  to  keep  them- 
selves posted  upon  matters  concerning  the  cycle  in 
Europe,  its  trade,  mechanics,  and  sport,  should  sub- 
scribe to 

THE  CYCLIST 

AND  Bicycling  and  Tricycling  Trades  Review. 

The  only  recognized  authority  of  English  trade  and 
manufacture.  Sent  post  free  to  any  part  of  America 
for  one  year,  13.26.  American  subscription  agent, 
F.  P.  Prial,  88  West  Broadway,  New  lYork  City. 

American  manufacttu'ers  having  novelties  in  ma- 
chines or  sundries  to  introduce  should  advertise  in 

THE    OITOLIST. 

Terms  on  application  to 

ILIFFE  SONS  &  STURMEY,  Ltd., 

19  Hertford  Street,  Coventrv,  England, 

Members  ol  the  American  Trade  vfaitlng  Ena. 
land  are  iuTited  to  call  at  THE  CVCIilST  Office 
at  OoTentry,  or  at  3  St.  Bride  Street,  Iindgrate 
Circa  B.  Liondon,  E.  C. 


-<-  <*   ^   »-.^.-0   O-^^'S'SOOCO^O' 


^■<-  »  ».»"».-»-»-o  ■»■<»■< 


>-»-<< 


SUBSCRIPTION  BLANK. 

If  J?  J? 

I    enclose    $2.00    in    payment    of  one   year's   subscription, 

V    commencing  with  issue  of 

Name, 


Address,- 
City 


State,- 


L. 


.  »  ^  ■^•^-  ♦♦.»♦♦♦  »  ♦<fc<»-»-^i^»»  «  ♦^^^^■^^^  O^^O^^OO^OH 
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OFHCIAL  BULLETIN 

By  the  American  Bicycle  Company  Conceming  the 
Plans  of  Its  Sales  Department* 


THE  result  of  the  conferences  between  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.  executive  officers 
and  the  sales  committee,  with  reference  to 
such  points  of  domestic  and  foreign  sales  as 
can  be  acted  upon  without  injuriously  disturb- 
ing 1900  business,  will  be  communicated  to 
the  individual  concerns  this  week.  The  fol- 
lowing statement  embodies  the  salient  points 
of  the  instructions  communicated  to  the  com- 
panies forming  the  American  Bicycle  Co.: 

The  American  Bicycle  Co.  has  established 
permanent  headquarters  in  New  York,  having 
taken  the  entire  twenty-second  floor  of  the 
Park  Row  Building  as  their  executive  offices. 
The  general  policy  and  direction  of  the  vari- 
ous factories  and  selling  departments  will  be 
conducted  from  these  headquarters.  For  the 
greater  convenience  and  prompt  despatch  of 
business  the  following  departments  of  the 
company  have  been  established: 

Legal  Department,  .  « . 

Patent  Department, 

Manufacturing  and  Purchasing  Depart- 
ment, 

Financial  Department, 

General  Sales  Department. 

Each  constituent  company  will  hereafter  be 
termed  a  division  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co., 
which  shall  conduct  its  business  under  the 
general  supervision  of  the  company's  head- 
quarters. 

Selling  Departments  Consolidate. 

With  a  view  to  increasing  the  volume  of 
business  and  effecting  practical  economies  in 
the  selling  expense,  it  has  been  arranged  to 
consolidate  certain  selling  departments  of 
those  divisions  which  have  heretofore  disposed 
of  their  outputs  through  agents.  The  group- 
ing as  arranged  is  as  follows: 

POPE  MFG.  Co. 
Acme  Mfg.   Co. 

GORMULLY  &  JEFFERY  MFG.  CO. 
Shelby  Cycle  Mfg.   Co. 
Grand  Rapids  Cycle  Co. 

MONARCH  CYCLE  MFG.  CO. 
Stover  Mfg.   Co. 

E.  C.  STEARNS  &  CO. 
Barnes  Cycle  Co. 
Syracuse  Cycle  Co. 


WESTERN  WHEEL  WORKS. 
Sterling  Cycle  Works. 

H.  A.  LOZIER  &  CO. 

Viking  Mfg.  Co. 

LAMB    MFG.    CO.,   EAST. 

Nuttall   Mfg.   Co. 

Crawford  Mfg.   Co. 

Ames   &   Frost   Co. 

A.   FEATHERSTONE  &   CO. 

Black   Mfg.    Co. 

Buffalo  Cycle  Mfg.   Co.  ^ 

AMES  &  FROST  CO.,  WEST. 
Lamb  Mfg.  Co. 

The   List  Prices. 

The  other  bicycle  factories  will  be  devoted 
to  the  production  of  the  jobbing  and  juvenile 
wheels.  The  prices  adopted  by  the  American 
Bicycle  Co.  are  $75  and  $60  for  chainless;  |50, 
$40,  $35,  $30  and  $25  on  chain  wheels,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  regular  juvenile  lines. 

The  company  whose  name  heads  each  group 
will  assume  charge  of  the  sales  of  all  the  di- 
visions in  its  respective  group.  For  instance, 
the  Pope  Mfg.  Co.  will,  besides  its  own  prod- 
duct,  sell  that  of  the  Acme  Mfg.  Co.  The 
Western  Wheel  Works  will  dispose  of  the 
product  of  the  Sterling  Cycle  Works.  Gor- 
mully  &  Jeffery  Mfg.  Co.  that  of  the  Shelby 
Mfg.  Co.,  Grand  Rapids  Cycle  Co.,  etc.,  etc. 

It  has  been  arranged  that  these  consolida- 
tions shall  be  made  at  once. 

Such  organization  of  the  traveling  force  will 
be  made  as  will  permit  each  traveler  to  handle 
the  entire  line  of  wheels  controlled  in  each 
group. 

Contracts  with  agents  will  be  made  in  the 
name  of  the  division  appointing  the  agent, 
thus  perpetuating  the  name  of  each  of  the 
component  companies. 

No  Coercive  IMetliods. 

Every  possible  encouragement  will  be  given 
to  local  dealers  handling  the  various  wheels 
manufactured  by  the  American  Bicycle  Co. 
No  coercive,  arbitrary  or  unjust  methods  are 
in  contemplation,  as  we  have  been  so  often 
misstated,  nor  is  it  the  desire  of  the  American 
Bicycle  Co.  to  concentrate  all  its  agencies  in 
one  locality  with  one  representative;  but  on 
the  contrary  it  is  the  company's  intention  to 
assist  and  encourage  responsible  dealers  by  a 


better  protection  of  their  interests,  one  of  the 
chief  objects  of  the  company  being  the  better- 
ment of  general  trade  conditions  and  an  en- 
deavor to  remove  many  of  the  obstacles  which 
have  handicapped  the  retailers  in  the  past. 

Dealers  generally  throughout  the  country 
should  understand  that  the  various  companies 
will  conduct  their  sales  in  accordance  with 
the  grouping  given  above,  and  they  should  ad- 
dress their  communications  to  the  factory  con- 
trolling the  selling,  and  not  to  the  American 
Bicycle  Co.  direct. 

To  Protect  Patents. 

PATENTS:  The  corporation,  which  is 
made  up  of  over  forty  concerns,  some  of  them 
the  largest  and  oldest  bicycle  companies  in 
this  country,  have  in  their  combined  patent 
departments  a  list  of  over  900  patents.  While 
the  policy  will  be  that  of  licensing  concerns 
outside  who  may  desire  to  use  the  features 
controlled  by  their  patents,  the  company  will 
feel  that  a  just  regard  for  its  own  interests 
will  compel  the  careful  investigation  of  sus- 
pected infringements  with  a  view  to  the 
prompt  and  vigorous  enforcement  of  its 
rights. 

In  addition  to  the  other  patents  the  co  n- 
pany  has  purchased  the  so-called  Owen 
(Smith)  bottom-bracket  patent,  which  is  a 
basic  patent  on  the  present  style  of  safety 
bicycle. 

Will  Sell  Automobiles. 

AUTOMOBILES:  A  good  many  of  the 
factories  owned  by  the  company  have  experi- 
mented more  or  less  with  motor  carriages. 
Some  have  made  more  progress  than  others, 
and  in  one  or  two  instances  whole  depart- 
ments have  been  devoted  to  the  production 
of  this  class  of  vehicle.  It  is  needless  to  say 
that  the  experience  and  inventions  developed 
from  all  of  this  preliminary  work  will  be  taken 
advantage  of,  one  of  the  largest  factories  hav- 
ing been  set  apart  for  the  exclusive  manufac- 
ture of  automobiles,  and  is  already  behind  on 
its  orders. 

Extent  of  Foreign  Trade. 

FOREIGN  TRADE:  To  any  not  posted 
on  the  tremendous  developments  in  the  way 
of  bicycle  building  in  this  country  within  the 
last  few  years,  the  record  of  the  exports  of 
cycles  will  come  as  a  surprise.  The  following 
extract  from  a  Government  report  speaks 
volumes  for  the  enterprise  of  the  bicycle 
makers: 

"The  exports  of  the  miscellaneous  manu- 
factured articles  from  the  United  States  dur- 
ing the  years  1897  and  1898  were  as  shown  in 
the  annual  report  on  Commerce  and  Naviga- 
tion  for  1898  by  O.   P.   Austin,   Chief  of  the 
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Bureavt  of  Statistics  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, as  follows: 

Bicycles    $13,851,852 

Agricultural    implements    12,854,018 

Paper    8,827,727 

India   rubber  and   gulta  pcrcha   goods 3,SG4,S58 

Carriages   and   street   cars 3,G41,598 

Clocks    and   watches 3,497,871 

Freight    and    passenger    cars 2,729,531 

Musical    instruments    2,6(iO,584 

Glass    and    glassware 2,419,271 

A  strong  and  vigorous  campaign  is  to  be 
entered  upon  at  once  for  the  further  increase 
of  both  the  domestic  and  export  trade.  With 
all  of  the  interests  united  ample  capital  and 
facilities  for  making  and  marketing  their 
product,  there  is  no  reason  in  the  minds  of  the 
directors  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  why 
they  should  not  be  able  eventually  to  largely 
control  the  markets  of  the  world. 


Neither  Authoritative  Nor  Accurate. 

A  statement  in  last  week's  Wheel,  that  the 
traveling  salesmen  of  some  concerns  will  also 
carry  the  samples  of  other  concerns,  was  as 
definite  as  developments  warranted.  A  con- 
temporary printed  a  more  detailed  statement, 
claiming  it  to  be  authoritative.  It  was  neither 
authoritative  nor  accurate.  It  has,  of  course, 
caused  unnecessary  correspondence  and  other 
forms  of  inconvenience.  There  is  an  under- 
standing at  A.  B.  C.  headquarters  as  to  how 
authoritative  information  shall  be  given  out  as 
soon  as  it  is  ripe,  and  the  impression  is  that 
in  this  instance  the  journal  in  question  has 
simply  violated  another  coiifidence — in  other 
words,  that  its  manager  has  again  made  busi- 
ness use  of  the  imperfectly  remembered  de- 
tails of  an  ostensibly  personal  chat  with  a 
well-known  manufacturer  who  trusts  his 
"friends." 

Material  Makers  Are  Hungry. 

A  prominent  material  maker  not  in  the  A. 
B.  C,  but  who  produces  an  article  largely  used 
by  the  combination  factories,  said  to-day: 
"The  A.  B.  C.  will  make  a  great  mistake  if 
it  does  not  start  up  some  of  those  idle  fac- 
tories in  the  near  future.  Everything  indicates 
that  we'll  have  one  of  the  best  seasons  ever 
known,  yet  shipments  are  further  behind  than 
they  have  been  in  years.  In  our  case  we  have 
orders  from  nearly  all  of  the  A.  B.  C.  con- 
cerns, yet  a  number  of  them  have  not  given 
us  a  specification  or  asked  for  a  shipment. 
They  keep  putting  us  ofi  every  few  days,  but 
such  a  condition  cannot  last  long.  If  they 
expect  to  use  the  material  this  winter  they 
should  let  us  go  ahead,  otherwise  there  is 
bound  to  be  a  shortage,  which  will  be  a  great 
loss.  This  is  true  of  some  of  the  outside 
people,  although  in  our  case  the  independent 
manufacturers  are  taking  material  better  than 
those  in  the  combine. 

Ilow  the  A.  B.  C.  Letters  Will  Be  Signed. 

The  A.  B.  C.  officer  having  charge  of  the 
matter  informed  The  Wheel  last  week  that 
the  action  of  the  Pope  Company,  in  signing 
letters  "American  Bicycle  Co.,  Pope  Mfg.  Co. 
Branch,"  was  not  the  result  of  general  in- 
structions, and  that  each  concern  would  regu- 
late that  matter  in  its  own  way.  The  same 
officer,  however,  stated  on  Monday  that  he 
had  decided  that  the  name  of  the  American 
Bicycle  Co.  shall  be  rubber-stamped  upon  the 
letter-heads  of  all  A.  B.  C.  concerns.  The 
name  of  the  individual  concern,  however,  is 
to  be  prominent,  and  the  name  of  the  A.  B.  C. 
secondary. 


A.  B.  C.  RUBBER  GOODS 

DEAL  ABOUT  CLOSED. 


No  conclusion  of  negotiations  yet  between 
the  Rubber  Goods  Mfg.  Co.  and  American 
Bicycle  Co.,  with  reference  to  the  former  ab- 
sorbing the  tire  plants  of  the  latter.  All  de- 
nials to  the  contrary,  it  is  pretty  certain,  in 
the  minds  of  interested  people,  that  Colonel 
Pope  is  not  inwardly  devoured  with  a  desire 
to  see  the  Hartford  Rubber  Works  sold,  what- 
ever his  outward  aspect  may  be.  Nobody  who 
knows  him  well  believes  the  Colonel  to  be 
anything  but  a  sincere,  broad-minded  leader; 
but  it  would  be  entirely  natural  if,  in  the  pres- 
ent negotiations,  he  were  to  shield  his  real 
feelings  in  the  matter.  The  Rubber  Goods 
people  want  to  absorb  the  A.  B.  C.  tire  plants. 
So  far  they  have  not  been  able  to  do  so.     It 


is  believed  by  interested  people  that  Colonel 
Pope  could  facilitate  the  deal. 

Yesterday  The  Wheel  learned  that  the 
A.  B.  C.  rubber  goods  deal  would  probably 
be  consummated  this  morning.  The  delay  has 
been  due  to  the  usual  differences  between 
purchaser  and  seller — largely  a  matter  of  price. 
It  is  expected  that  the  deal  will  be  closed  on 
the  basis  of  a  new  proposition  which  has  been 
made  by  the  Rubber  Goods  Co.  Whether 
there  will  be  an  absolute  sale  it  is  impossible 
to  say  to-day. 

Mr.  Flint  was  in  his  office  while  the  A.  B. 
C.  Executive  Committee  were  in  session  at  1 
o'clock  yesterday.  His  representatives  may 
have  been  there,  however. 


May  Take  in  More  Concerns. 

That  the  A.  B.  C.  may  offer  to  take  in  more 
concerns  is  indicated  by  correspondence 
which,  through  the  human  tendency  to  swap 
words,  has  become  public  property.  The 
president  of  the  A.  B.  C.  has  asked  certain 
concerns  if  he  may  turn  over  to  the  A.  B.  C. 
statistical  information  in  his  personal  posses- 
sion, with  a  view  of  the  A.  B.  C.  making  an 
offer  of  purchase.  Certain  parts-making  con- 
cerns have  been  invited  to  extend  the  options 
which  they  gave  the  A.  B.  C.  upon  their 
plants. 

Factories  Busy  and  Idle. 

Several  concerns — the  Monarch,  Pope,  Craw- 
ford, G.  &  J.  and  others — are  going  ahead. 
It  is  true  that' the  factories  of  other  concerns 
are  still  inactive,  and  the  deserted  appearance 
of  several  Ohio  plants  is  creating  much  gos- 
sip; but,  if  any  statement  of  A.  B.  C.  policy 
regarding  these  inactive  plants  is  to  be  made, 
the  time  is  not  yet  ripe,  and  guessing  or  so- 
called  "authoritative"  remarks  are  not  in 
order. 

Reading  Between  the  Lines. 

The  A.  B.  C.  has  communicated  with  job- 
bers, to  the  effect  that  the  A.  B.  C.  desires  to 
compete  for  their  patronage,  and  some  people 
claim  to  read  between  the  lines  the  declara- 
tion that  the  A.  B.  C.  desires  all  or  none  of 
a  jobber's  patronage.  Reading  between  the 
lines  is  everybody's  right.  At  A.  B.  C.  head- 
quarters the  correctness  of  such  reading  is 
denied. 

Jobbers  Who  Couldn't  Wait. 

Largeness,  and  the  slow  movement  thereof, 
has  its  disadvantages.  Several  of  the  largest 
jobbers  are  reported  to  have  broken  off  nego- 
tiations with  the  A.  B.  C,  and  to  have  closed 
with  independent  makers,  on  account  of  the 
delay  in  A.  B.  C.  net  prices. 

Lozier  and  Automobiles. 

There  are  more  rumors  to  substantiate  the 
story  published  exclusively  in  The  Wheel 
last  week  to  the  effect  that  H.  A.  Lozier,  the 
well-known  Cleveland  magnate,  will  enter  the 
motor-carriage  business.  A  Cleveland  inven- 
tor who  has  a  valuable  patent  on  a  ball-bear- 


ing carriage  wheel  does  not  deny  that  he  has 
had  overtures  from  Mr.  Lozier. 

Meiselbach  Buys  a  Mansion. 

A.  D.  Meiselbach  has  bought  a  mansion  in 
Milwaukee  at  sheriff's  sale  for  about  $30,000, 
paying  $2,500  cash  and  assuming  a  mortgage. 
A  picture  of  the  house  shows  a  magnificent 
structure  of  Vanderbiltian  aspect.  The  house 
cost  $34,000  to  erect,  and  the  land  is  valued  at 
$50,000.  _ 

Price  to  Dealers  Put  Up. 

The  Rambler  agent  in  Des  Moines,  la., 
W.  P.  Chase,  was  recently  visited  by  a  Ram- 
bler traveler  a  few  days  ago.  Mr.  Chase  says 
the  Rambler  price  to  retailers  is  $1.50  higher 
than  last  year. 

Of  Interest  to  Salesmen. 

The  travelers  of  some  A.  B.  C.  concerns 
are  already  on  the  road,  and  inquiry  at  head- 
quarters elicits  the  statement  that  the  travelers 
of  other  concerns  will  travel  "as  fast  as  ready." 

Expect  instructions  This  Week. 

Certain  A.  B.  C.  factory  managers  who  have 
been  "waiting"  for  some  weeks  expected  to 
receive  definite  instructions  from  headquar- 
ters this  week. 

It  is  rumored  that  there  will  be  a  meeting  of 
independent  wood  rim  manufacturers  this 
week.  Of  course  the  purpose  will  be  mutual 
protection,  and  so  on. 

As  late  as  last  Monday  neither  Bradley,  111., 
nor  La  Porte,  Ind.,  had  been  chosen  for  the 
Lonn-Adlake-America   factory 

The  Pope  Mfg.  Co.'s  branch  in  Springfield, 
Mass.,  has  been  closed,  the  agency  having 
been  given  to  a  local  firm. 

Albert  L.  Pope,  son  of  Colonel  Pope,  has 
been  selected  by  the  A.  B.  C.  as  manager  of 
the  Pope  Mfg.  Co. 

There  is  no  news  of  the  McMullen  combine 
this  week. 
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C  T.  P.  A.  NEWS 


and  a  few  conjectures. 


As  far  as  can  be  learned,  the  movement  to 
form  the  Cycle  Trade  Protective  Association 
was  hastened  by  the  experience  of  a  Chicago 
manufacturer  of  bicycles,  the  Manson  Cycle 
Co.  It  appears  that  this  concern  and  the 
March-Davis  Cycle  Co.  were  informed  by  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.  that,  if  they  bought 
bottom-bracket  stampings  of  any  but  an  A. 
B.  C.  parts-maker  (indicating  a  big  Milwau- 
kee parts  concern),  the  A.  B.  C.  would  prose- 
cute them  on  the  basis  of  the  bottom-bracket 
patent  and  would  supply  a  similar  intimation 
to  the  jobber  customers  of  those  makers. 

March-Davis,  it  appears,  immediately  trans- 
ferred their  order  for  all  stampings  to  the 
A.  B.  C.  parts-maker  in  Milwaukee,  while 
Manson  took  the  intimation  literally  and  only 
transferred  his  order  for  bottom-brackets. 
Manson's-  order  was,  presumably  on  account 
of  its  incompleteness,  refused  by  the  A.  B.  C. 
concern  in  Milwaukee.  And  then  Manson 
kicked  over  the  traces  and  took  the  oath  of 
enmity. 

The  Subscription  Form. 

H.  P.  Andrae  is  quoted  in  Milwaukee  as 
saying  that  $10,000  have  actually  been  paid  in 
on  the  $10,000  fund,  started  by  independent 
makers  to  fight  A.  B.  C.  patents  if  necessary, 
and  that  owing  to  over-subscription  the  fund 
will  probably  be  increased  to  $150,000.     V 

It  is  known  that  a  man  strong  in  the  trade, 
connected  with  one  of  the  leading  independ- 
ent concerns,  is  on  the  road  soliciting  new 
subscriptions  to  the  fund.  He  submits  this 
form  of  application: 

I    hereby    agree    to    subscribe    for    % ■    worth    of 

stock  of  the  Cycle  Trade  Protective  Association, 
payable  as  follows;  25  per  cent  on  allotment  in 
three  equal  payments,  on  February  1,  May  1  and 
August  1,  1900,  or  at  such  other  times  after  those 
dates  as  may  be  deemed  expedient  by  the  Board  of 
Directors. 

I  certify  that  the  amount  subscribed  is  in  accord- 
ance with  the  scale  printed  below. 

(Signed)  ■ 

SUBSCRIPTION   SALE. 
Adopted  at  Bufifalo  meeting  Oct.  14,  1900.     Amounts 
based  on  business  of  1898-99. 

MAKERS    OF    CYCLES. 

10,000  output  and  over $1,000 

7,500  to  10,000 750 

5,000    to    7,500 500 

5,000  and  under J 250 

MAKERS     OF     PARTS,     ACCESSORIES     AND      EQUIPMENT. 

Annual  sales  of  $100,000  and   over $1,000 

75,000  to   $100,000 750 

50,000  to       75,000 500 

50,000  and  under 1 250 

The  final  apportionment  of  stock  will  be 
made  by  a  committee  elected  at  the  Buffalo 
meeting  for  the  purpose. 

A  general  meeting  of  subscribers  will  be 
held  at  Buffalo,  on  or  about  November  1,  to 
complete  the  organization. 

What  the  Prospects  Are. 

Several  well-known  independent  parts- 
making  concerns  are  very  anxious  that  their 
names  be  not  mentioned  in  connection  with 
the  Cycle  Trade  Protective  Association.  Pre- 
sumably this  is  because  they  are  doing,  or 
trying  to   do,  business   on  both  sides   of  the 


fence,  whatever  their  sympathies  may  be.  To 
such  there  will  be  little  comfort  in  the  state- 
ment that  in  all  probability  the  A.  B.  C. 
parts-making  capacity  will  not  only  be  able 
to  meet  all  "inside"  demands  upon  it,  but  that 
there  will  be  a  very  respectable  surplus  prod- 
uct of  parts,  which  the  nimble  and  able  Harry 
J.  Cassady,  formerly  with  R.  B.  McMullen, 
will  endeavor  to  sell  to  independent  cycle 
makers. 

Keint  Will  Join  the  Fighters. 

John  R.  Keim,  the  well-known  Buffalo 
maker  of  parts,  did  not  participate  in  the  re- 
cent meeting  in  that  city  for  the  organizing 
of   the    Cycle   Trade    Protective    Association. 


He  did  not  understand  the  plan.  It  was  sub- 
sequently explained  to  •him,  however,  and  he 
declares  he  will  join  the  Association  and  do 
his  part  by  protecting  all  who  buy  parts  from 
him. 

A.  B.  C.  Saying  Nothing. 

At  A.  B.  C.  headquarters  the  formation  of 
the  Cycle  Trade  Protective  Association  has 
hardly  caused  a  ripple,  and  from  the  replies  of 
officers  it  is  surmised  that  no  action  has  been 
taken  in  consequence.  The  Wheel  is  able  to 
say  authoritatively  that  the  disposition  of  the 
A.  B.  C.  with  regard  to  its  patents  will  be  to 
license  independent  makers  on  royalty  and  not 
to  make  the  royalty  prohibitive. 


Brass  Companies  Combine. 

A  combine  of  several  of  the  biggest  brass 
companies  is  reported  as  being  formed.  The 
nucleus  will  be  made  up  of  New  England  con- 
cerns, which  do  an  aggregate  annual  business 
of  $25,000,000.  This  may  affect  lamp  prices 
eventually. 


■H- 
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WHAT  THEY  SAY  Of  THE  C.  T.  P.  A. 


A  well-known  independent  manufacturer  has  the  following  to  say  with  reference 
to  the  famous  bottom-bracket  patent  upon  the  possession  of  which  the  American  Bi- 
cycle Co.  stakes  so  much,  and  with  reference  to  the  Cycle  Trade  Protective  Associa- 
tion, organized  at  Buffalo  a  few  days  ago: 

"The  recent  meeting  in  Bufifalo  I  do  not  think  was  intended  to  put  up  a  fight  on 
the  bottom-bracket  patent.  At  all  events  I  have  not  heard  that  idea  advanced  by 
any  of  those  who  were  there.  It  seems  to  me  that,  as  the  testimony  is  all  in  and  the 
case  closed  so  far  as  the  Owen-Pope  suit  is  concerned,  the  day  of  fighting  is  past.  It 
is  simply  a  question  for  the  court  to  decide,  and  decision  has  been  postponed  until  De- 
cember. This  is  not  an  unusual  proceeding,  however,  in  a  United  States  court,  and 
it  may  even  hang  on  for  a  long  period,  but  I  feel  confident  that  whatever  the  decision 
is,  it  will  be  one  that  cannot  be  shaken. 

"My  understanding  is  that  the  purpose  of  the  Cycle  Trade  Protective  Association 
is  to  assure  the  trade  that  the  outside  makers  are  in  a  position  to  defend  any  suits 
which  may  be  threatened  or  brought  against  dealers  or  jobbers.  I  can  hardly  credit 
the  notion  that  at  this  early  day  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  would  be  responsible  for 
such  petty  tactics.  I  think  too  well  of  the  personnel  of  those  in  control  of  the  A.  B.  C. 
to  suppose  that  they  would  descend  to  pettifogging.  Consequently,  I  regard  the  op- 
position movement  as  being  one  of  a  character  unworthy  of  attention,  and  probably 
intended  to  make  an  aggressive  fight  against  the  A.  B.  C.  This  is  not  our  theory  of 
the  part  we  purpose  to  play.  We  believe  the  A.  B.  C.  is  a  good  thing,  and  we  have 
no  money  to  throw  away  in  following  out  any  feelings  of  animosity,  consequently  we 
do  not  wish  to  be  entangled  in  any  way  with  a  movement  that  is  even  in  appearance 
antagonistic  to  anybody." 

Another  manufacturer  says:  "You  know  that  a  great  deal  of  talk  has  been  in- 
dulged in  regarding  what  the  A.  B.  C.  will  do  with  the  patents  they  have  acquired. 
While  the  statements  which  have  been  made  on  this  point  may  not  have  been  author- 
ized by  the  A.  B.  C,  still  the  outside  makers  thought  it  advisable  to  be  ready  with  a 
sufficient  fund  to  protect  themselves  in  case  the  A.  B.  C.  showed  fight. 

"That  is  all  there  is  going  to  be  to  the  association,  and  without  doubt  it  is  going 
to  be  a  great  success,  for  every  man  present  pledged  himself  to  take  a  certain  quantity 
of  stock,  and  altogether  it  looks  as  though  they  were  going  to  have  ample  means 
to  take   care   of  any  patent  litigation   which  may  be  brought  up." 

A  prominent  western  maker  who  is  on  the  independent  side  of  the  fence,  when 
asked  his  position  regarding  the  new  Protective  Association,  said:  "It  is  a  good  thing 
for  the  material  makers  and  for  those  big  concerns  who  propose  to  fight  the  A.  B.  C. 
on  the  price  proposition,  but  for  us  I  can  see  no  advantage.  In  the  first  place  we 
have  contracted  for  crank  brackets  from  an  outside  maker,  who  has  guaranteed  to 
protect  us  in  case  of  possible  litigation.  Our  line  is  strictly  high  grade,  selling  at  a 
high  price,  and  we  do  not  propose  to  cut  prices  in  the  least.  If  we  hold  to  this  policy 
and  do  not  antagonize  the  trust  I  believe  they  will  leave  us  alone,  for  fair  competition 
never  hurts  anyone.  The  people  who  are  liable  to  have  trouble  are  those  who  expect 
to  make  trouble  for  the  combine.  We  have  contracts  for  material  from  some  of  the 
A.  B.  C.  material  factories,  and  have  every  assurance  that  we  shall  be  taken  care  of. 
Of  course  if  the  A.  B.  C.  makes  us  trouble  we  shall  get  under  cover,  but  we  believe 
in  letting  well  enough  alone." 
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PAR. 


Every  saddle  we  make  is  worth  its  face  value* 

It  is  not  claiming  too  much  to  say  it  is  worth  a  premium* 

Every  manufacturer  and  every  dealer  who  counts  his  time  as  valu- 
able would  rather  show  saddles  that  require  little  or  no  talk- 
ing and  argument* 

Saddles  that  sell  themselves  leave  you  time  to  devote  to  other  things. 

When  our  saddles  are  sold  they  stay  sold* 

More  time  saved,  hence  more  profit. 

No  introduction  necessary;  everybody  knows  them^ 

And  knows  they  are  reliable  in  every  way — material^  workman- 
ship, style,  comfort,  durability  and  price* 

They  pay  good  dividends,  not  only  in  their  long  life,  but  in  keep- 
ing their  shape  as  long  as  they  live* 

They  grow  old  gracefully — you  never  wish  them  out  of  the  way. 

You  cannot  afford  to  waste  valuable  time  and  reputation  by  push- 
ing saddles  made  of  a  conglomerate  of  short-lived  materials* 

These  are  some  of  the  reasons  why  American  Saddle  Company 
Saddles  are  at  par, 

And  should  be  at  a  premium  with  every  manufacturer  and  dealer* 

Send  for  our  new  catalogue,  which  shows  not  only  saddles  but  an 
elegant  line  of  tool-bags* 

American  Saddle  Co., 

ELYRIA,  OHIO,  U.  S.  A. 


^mf^ 


Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 
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proof  safe  or  vault.  It  is  natural  fortlie  dealers  to  be  wrought 
up.  It  is  also  natural  for  the  fire  department  to  be  cautiovis.  The 
Wheel  has  shown  that  acetylene  gas  readily  mixes  with  the 
air  and  is  therefore  one  of  the  least  dangerous  of  all  gases.  It 
has  also  shown  that  this  gas  does  not  asphyxiate,  and  that  the 
double-distilled  garlic  stench  thereof  is  thousands  of  times 
stronger  than  the  actual  danger  thereof.  At  the  same  time,  if 
a  large  quantity  of  the  carbide  were  saturated  with  water  dur- 
ing a  fight  with  fire,  and  fire  should  meet  the  gas  before  it 
could  mix  with  the  air,  explosion  would  occur.  And  in  any 
event  the  smell  of  the  soaked  carbide  would  stampede  firemen. 
It  is  no  joke.  The  proper  course  for  the  Cleveland  dealers  is 
to  ask  the  local  wholesalers  of  carbide  to  keep  their  surplus 
stock  for  them,  and,  meantime,  to  buy  vvATER-proof  carbide 
holders,  and  to  present  to  the  head  of  the  fire  department  the 
scientific  fact  that  the  actual  danger  of  acetylene  gas  is  away 
out  of  proportion  to  its  smell.  Intelligent  persuasion  will 
doubtless  cause  the  retail-store  limit  to  be  raised  from  twenty 
pounds  to  100  or  500  pounds. 
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Chicago. 

fALSE  REPORT  NAILED. 


I  would  like  to  ask  whether  the  report  which  is  current  regarding 
your  paper  is  correct — that  is,  that  your  paper  is  a  trust  paper,  and 
has  been  constantly  catering  for  the  business  of  the  trust. — Letter  from 
a  friendly  manufacturer. 

WE  did  not  know  that  such  a  report  was  current.  If  so, 
the  report  is  possibly  circulated  by  contemporaries  of 
The  Wheel  which  have  good  reasons  for  beheving  that  they 
are  not  favorably  regarded  by  American  Bicycle  Co.  manu- 
facturers. Moreover,  we  do  not  believe  such  a  report  could 
be  believed  by  those  who  regularly  read  The  Wheel. 

This  journal  has  repeatedly,  since  the  beginning  of  the  for- 
mation of  the  A.  B.  C,  given  proof  of  its  desire  to  serve  the 
whole  trade.  Once  it  gave  emphatic  proof  of  its  impartiality 
by  expensively  using  the  telegraph  to  reach  its  principal 
readers. 

The  American  Bicycle  Co.  has  a  right  to  exist.  One  con- 
temporary has  in  effect  denied  that  right.  Another  journal 
has  shown  itself  to  be  a  violator  of  confidences.  Another  has 
printed  A.  B.  C.  news  sparingly.  The  Wheel  has  striven  to 
give  to  the  entire  trade  all  the  news  available,  and,  in  view  of 
the  fairness  of  this  paper  to  the  A.  B.  C,  the  officers  of  that 
company  have  not  been  unwilling  to  unbosom  themselves. 
That  is  the  whole  story.  We  are  not  sure,  in  view  of  our 
obvious  impartiality,  that  any  story  to  the  contrary  is  worthy 
of  denial. 


TIMOROIS  EIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


CLEVELAND  dealers  who  have  considerable  quantities  of 
calcium  carbide  in  stock  are  wrought  up  over  the  pro- 
mulgation of  the  fire  department  that  not  more  than  twenty 
pounds  of  the  preparation  shall  be  kept  in  a  residence  or  mer- 
cantile house,  and  then  only  on  the  granting  of  a  fire  depart- 
ment  permit  and   in  hermetically  sealed  packages,  in  a  fire- 


CENTIRY  EIENDS  STUDIED. 


MODERATION  and  century  riding  are  entirely  incom- 
patible in  the  public  eye,  and  no  journal  devoted  to 
cycling  has  been  more  severe  than  The  Wheel  in  its  strict- 
ures upon  "century  fiends."  But  there  are  two  sides  to  CA'ery 
proposition,  and  there  are  features  on  the  unfavorable  side  of 
this  particular  proposition  that  are  worthy  of  curious  study, 
if  not  commendation. 

There  is  a  little  hostelry  at  Valley  Stream,  a  town  out  on 
Long  Island,  which  has  become  a  rendezvous  for  the  century- 
riding  cranks  of  Greater  New  York  and  vicinity.  The  propri- 
etor of  the  hotel  is  so  hospitably  inclined  to  these  weather- 
beaten  persons  of  both  sexes  that  he  has  been  known  to  dis- 
pense with  sleep  for  several  days  to  watch  the  progress  of 
some  unusually  persevering  long-distance  road  rider.  He 
has  employes  who  attend  to  the  wants  of  the  riders  and  their 
friends  who  use  his  place  as  training  quarters,  checking- 
place  and  country  club  house.  But  this  does  not  deter  him. 
He  is  imbued  with  the  same  infatuation  that  consumes  his 
peculiar  guests.  His  interest  is  unfeigned,  non-mercenary. 
If  the  reader  has  ever  lived  with  a  burly  lot  of  racing  men  in 
training  quarters  he  will  understand  this.  He  will,  also,  re- 
member that  in  his  case  it  materially  increased  his  general 
vigor  and  capacity  for  placing  mutton-chops  where  they 
would  do  the  most  good. 

Last  Sunday  more  than  5,000  riders  congregated  at  Valley 
Stream.  Very  many  of  them  were  attracted  by  mere  curiosity. 
They  wanted  to  see  the  woman  who  was  on  an  800-mile  grind. 
Some  of  them  were  grinding  off  centuries  themselves.  Old- 
timers  who  were  there  declare  that  never  in  their  experience 
had  they  seen  such  an  intense  kind  of  cycling  fever  as  the 
"century"  variety  exemplified  at  Valley  Stream.  It  is  said 
that  at  every  hour  of  the  day,  and  every  day  in  the  week,  one 
or  more  men  or  women  are  pounding  over  the  Long  Island 
road,  reeling  off  centuries,  and  with  Valley  Stream  as  the  main 
haven  of  rest.  At  the  little  hotel  at  that  place  they  make 
themselves  at  home.  At  any  hour  of  the  night  the  door  is 
open  to  them.  They  enter  the  kitchen,  help  themselves,  and, 
if  they  are  not  to  return  after  daybreak,  they  leave  a  memo- 
randum and  what  they  consider  a  fair  price  for  the  victucils. 
All  their  talk,  in  couples  or  groups,  is  on  the  one  topic — cen- 
tury riding. 

The  rider  who  goes  to  Valley  Stream  merely  to  look  on  may 
or  may  not  end  by  becoming  a  "fiend"  himself.     If  he  does 
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succumb  to  the  prevailing  atmosphere,  it  is  by  degrees.  One 
visit  will  not  do  it.  But  there  are  many  victims.  Some  are 
satisfied  with  single-century  grinds.  Some  need  double-cen- 
turies as  a  dose.  Many  ride  triple-centuries  several  times  in 
a  season,  and  nearly  all  have  the  impression  that  if  they  were 
to  try  they  could  reel  off  four  before  dropping. 

Very  ridiculous,  and  very  disgusting,  when  stated  without 
sympathy.  But  actual  association  with  these  century  fiends, 
actual  observation  of  their  love  of  out-door  life,  and  their  evi- 
dent relish  for  food  and  sleep  after  hard  work,  show  some- 
thing more.  The  enthusiasm  of  these  people  is  contagious. 
Realistic  newspaper  reports  of  their  doings  will  possibly  pre- 
vent some  people  from  taking  up  cycling.  Probably  they  do 
not  cause  any  person  of  sense  to  give  up  cycling,  and  of  the 
5,000  who  came  into  contact  with  them  last  Sunday  a  great 
many  may  have  carried  away  just  enough  of  the  road-riding 
fever  germs  to  do  them  a  bit  of  good. 


COASTER-BRAKE  devices  are  unquestionably  coming 
into  favor.  Users  of  them  differ  as  to  the  manner  of 
sustaining  the  weight  of  the  body  while  holding  the  pedals  sta- 
tionary, and  some,  not  knowing  better,  throw  all  the  weight 
upon  the  saddle.  This  is  very  uncomfortable.  A  really  com- 
fortable plan  is  to  straighten  the  right  or  left  leg — preferably 
the  left- — so  as  to  virtually  stand  upon  one  pedal.  Doing  this 
lightly,  and  throwing  part  of  the  weight  upon  the  saddle  and 
handle-bars  is  easily  acquired.  In  this  position  the  rider  has 
excellent  control  of  the  machine. 

*  *     » 

THAT  Buffalo  meeting  and  the  organization  of  an  associa- 
tion of  cycle  makers  to  fight  A.  B.  C.  patents  seem  to 
have  been  a  case  of  spontaneous  combustion.  An  A.  B.  C. 
salesman,  hearing  that  a  jobber  intended  placing  a  big  order 
with  an  independent  maker,  dropped  a  remark.  The  Buffalo 
explosion  followed  with  surprising  swiftness.  Rights  are 
rights,  but  it  appears  that  there  are  times  when  it  is  not  safe 
to  mention  them  without  having  paved  the  way  with  pacifica- 
tory preliminaries. 

*  *     « 

EXACTITUDE  of  the  infinitesimal  variety  is  to  be  found 
in  England.  Just  now  the  habit  is  being  laboriously  ap- 
plied, through  the  English  journals,  to  the  problem  of  what 
bicycle  riding  costs.  In  this  land  we  are  interested  in  essen- 
tials and  but  little  in  infinitesimals.  We  figure  that  riding  a 
bicycle  is  a  means  of  saving  whatever  a  man's  time,  car-fare 
and  shoe-leather  cost,  or  a  means  of  extravagant  pleasure,  or 
something  between  the  two  extremes.     And  let  it  go  at  that. 

«     *     • 

PROSPECT  of  war  does  not  necessarily  lessen  a  man's 
desire  for  his  own  kind  of  literary  pabulum.  A  dealer 
of  Durban,  Natal,  has  subscribed  to  The  Wheel.  Incident- 
ally, the  bicycle  was  used  by  correspondents  who  reported  the 
famous  Jamieson  raid,  and  bicycle  couriers  have  brought  news 
of  recent  Boer  operations  over  the  border.  Tlie  long  dis- 
tances between  drinks,  in  the  dry  season,  give  the  bicycle  a 
distinct  advantage  over  the  horse  in  the  Transvaal  and  vicinity. 


Ohio — "Scenic  B.  &  O." — has  stood  by  the  wheelmen.     This 
kindness  should  be,  and  no  doubt  is,  appreciated. 

*  *     * 

OUR  European  friends  have  been  puzzled  by  the  advertis- 
ing device  of  an  American  concern  in  Paris.  The  de- 
vice was  to  display  a  wheel  in  a  window,  together  with  an  an- 
nouncement that  the  wheel's  price  would  decrease  day  by  day, 
and  that  it  would  on  the  final  day  be  given  away  to  the  first 
applicant.  To  our  puzzled  cousins  there  was  no  advertising 
value  in  the  fact  that  crowds  stood  in  front  of  the  window  daily. 
A  year  hence  they  may  see  a  great  light. 

*  *     ♦ 

AN  Australian  returned  home  from  this  country,  and  an 
Englishman  writing  home  from  here,  both  laud  the 
"fetching  costume"  of  the  American  wheelwoman,  which,  they 
say,  lacks  the  slovenliness  of  the  so-called  English  "rational" 
costume  and  the  indecency  of  the  French  article,  and  has  the 
utility  of  one  and  grace  of  the  other.  The  files  of  The  Wheel 
would  not  be  complete  without  recording  this  pleasing  testi- 
mony to  American  womankind. 

*  •     * 

IT  would  probably  have  been  better  for  the  cycle  trade  if  the 
offering  of  American  Bicycle  Co.  bonds  for  sale  had  been 
delayed.  The  prospectus  showed  the  intention  of  the  new  com- 
pany to  earn  dividends  by  economizing,  but  it  also  showed  the 
annual  decrease  in  production.  It  was  not  a  tempting  show- 
ing to  make  in  the  face  of  a  money  market  so  stringent  as  to 
prevent  the  City  of  New  York  from  offering  a  few  millions  of 

its  bonds  at  this  time. 

«     •     • 

The  A.  B.  C.  trust  combine  in  America  for  cycle  manufacture  has 
by  no  means  secured  a  monopoly,  and  the  latest  development  is  a 
combination  of  outsiders.  After  which  we  suppose  there  will  be  still 
some    outsiders. — Irish  Cyclist. 

ALWAYS.     And  the  more  the  individualities  of  absorbed 
concerns  are  buried  by  non-advertising  penny-wisdom, 
the  more  likely  that  the  outsiders  will  be  heard  from. 

*  *     * 

DEALERS  of  over  sixteen  years'  standing  in  the  cycle 
.  trade  are  not  many.  A  postal  card  from  C.  E.  How- 
land,  of  Akron,  O.,  reminds  us  that  he  is  one  of  the  early  ones, 
and  that  he  has  been  a  subscriber  to  The  Wheel  for  the  num- 
ber of  years  stated — within  three  years  of  the  age  of  the  publi- 
cation itself. 

«     «     « 

OVER-PRODUCTION  sometimes  hurts  those  who  over- 
produce, but  the  general  buying  public  and  the  cycle 
trade  will  not  be  injured  by  the  fact  that  this  season's  cotton 
crop  is  the  second  largest  in  its  history,  while  the  crops  of 
corn  and  oats  exceed  those  of  many  years  past. 

,»     *     * 

LOVERS  of  fair  play  should  read  and  be  impressed  by  the 
"Scientific  American's"  utterance  on  the  building  of  a 
cycle  path  upon  the  Brooklyn  Bridge.    The  article  is  reprinted 

on  another  page. 

«     •     • 

IF  you  are  thinking  of  applying  for  space  in  the  English  cycle 
show,  don't.     The  English  makers  want  all  the  bites  at 
their  show-space  apple,  and  "they  ain't  no  core." 


RAILWAY  companies  in  general  have  never  been  friendly 
to  wheelmen.  They  have  carried  his  steed  unwillingly. 
At  various  times  they  have  organized  to  "do  him  dirt."  The 
decision  of  the  Central  Passenger  Association  to  mulct  him  in 
one-half  of  excess  baggage  rates  is  only  another  of  the  series 
of  attempted  jabs.     Through  all  the  series  the  Baltimore  and 


THE  season  of  1900,  according  to  the  signs  of  the  times,  is 
bound   to   be    a   very   prosperous    one — for   the   patent 
attorneys. 


A 


MAN  who  will  pace  a  fool  woman  through  a  long-distance 
ride  which  addles  her  brains  is  a  good  deal  of  a  gorilla. 


1899. 
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WALL  STREET  THINKS- 

but  read  for  yourself^ 


YESTERDAY'S  CLOSING   PRICES. 

Bid.    Asked. 

American  Bicycle,  bonds 90  91 

preferred 60  63 

"  "        common 15K        18 


AMERICAN  BICYCLE  COMPANY  se- 
curities have  invaded  that  lively  out-of- 
doors  department  of  Wall  Street  known  as 
the  "curb."  The  invasion  was  not  unnoticed, 
if  we  may  judge  by  the  following  journalistic 
comments  on  the  event.  Some  of  the  com- 
ments are  friendly.  Some  are  unfriendly. 
None  are  jubilant.  But  read  them  yourself, 
and  in  doing  so  have  this  in  mind:  On  the 
one  hand,  a  lasting  low  range  of  prices  is 
predicted  for  Wall  Street.  On  the  other 
hand,    securities    which    pay    good    dividends 

never  go  begging. 

*     *     * 

On    October    20    the    New    York    "Times" 
said: 

The  stocks  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  attracted 
some  attention  yesterday.  On  persistent  buying  by 
brokers  supposed  to  represent  insiders,  both  the 
common  and  preferred  stocks  enjoyed  substantial  ad- 
vances. The  common,  after  opening  at  15,  advanced 
steadily  to  16%,  closing  at  the  latter  figure,  with  a  net 
gain  of  1  point.  The  preferred  stock  sold  as  high 
as  60%  and  closed  at  60i^  bid,  showing  a  net 
gain  of  1  point.  A  more  interesting  situation  was 
presented  in  the  bonds,  which  were  ofTered  frac- 
tionally lower  than  on  the  previous  day  and  without 
bringing  about  a  sale.  The  bids  for  the  bonds  re- 
mained as  at  the  close  of  Wednesday,  at  89.  The  bonds 
are  offered  when  issued,  as  many  are  not  yet  ready 
for  delivery.  Bids  considerably  above  the  figure  at 
which  the  bonds  were  offered  were  made  condition- 
ally on  the  sale  being  made  "regular,"  but  as  the 
bonds  have  not  yet  been  issued  these  bids  were 
viewed  as  an  effort  to  affect  the  price  of  the  bonds 
without  actually  buying. 

Next  day  the  same  paper  said: 

American  Bicycle  advanced  further  yesterday  on 
very  light  transactions.  Only  a  few  hundred  shares 
changed  hands,  and  not  much  disposition  was  shown 
to  sell  the  stocks.  They  were  held  considerably 
above  the  prices  bid  for  them.  The  common  stock 
sold  early  in  the  day  at  17,  an  advance  of  about  1 
point  over  the  closing  bid  of  Thursday.  The  pre- 
ferred stock  was  60%  bid,  and  none  was  offered  under 
63.  The  initial  sale  of  the  bonds  of  the  American 
Bicycle  Co.  was  made  yesterday  at  90.  Opinion  in 
regard  to  the  stocks  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  is 
very  unfavorably  influenced  by  the  fact  that  the  bonds 
are  selling  so  low,  10  points  below  the  figure  at  which 
they  were  offered  a  very  short  time  ago  to  the  public. 
This  is  used  as  an  argument  against  the  value  of  the 
stocks,  the  general  opinion  in  regard  to  which  on  the 
curb  seems  to  be  that  they  are  selling  too  high.  It 
is  said  that  the  stocks  will  be  ready  for  delivery  about 
the  first  of  next  month. 


The  "Commercial"  said,  on  October  21: 

It  is  announced  that  the  bonds  of  the  American 
Bicycle  Co.,  which  were  offered  to  the  public  by 
Baring,  Magoun  &  Co.,  of  this  city,  were  not  fully 
subscribed.  At  their  office  it  was  said  yesterday 
that  not  quite  one-half  of  the  $10,000,000  of  bonds  were 
taken.  The  balance  will,  of  course,  be  taken  by  the 
underwriters. 

"The  action  of  the  public,"  said  a  member  of  the 
firm  yesterday,  "does  not  reflect  on  the  character  of 
the  bonds  at  all.  We  were  somewhat  unfortunate  in 
offering  them  for  sale  when  the  money  market  was 
in  an  unsettled   condition." 


On  the  23d  the  "Times"  quoted  the  com- 
mon stock  at  16  bid,  18  asked;  the  preferred 
■at  60J  bid,  63  asked;  the  bonds  at  90  bid,  no 


fixed  figure  asked.     Its  weekly  review  of  the 
preceding  week  said: 

The  principal  addition  to  the  list  during  the  past 
week  was  the  securities  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co., 
which  were  prominent  in  the  trading  of  the  latter 
part  of  the  week.  The  prices  established  for  these 
securities  emphasized  the  fact  that  the  investing  pub- 
lic now  is  demanding  more  than  they  did  some  months 
since,  when  offerings  of  securities  were  taken  almost 
with  avidity.  The  bonds  of  the  American  Bicycle 
Co.  were  recently  offered  to  the  public  at  par  and 
interest — the  opening  sale  of  these  bonds  on  the  curb 
was  at  90  and  interest.  It  thus  became  evident  that 
the  bonds  had  not  been  disposed  of  to  the  public, 
and  there  was  scarcely  more  demand  for  them  from 
the  public  at  90  than  there  had  been  at  par.  It  was 
considered  unfortunate  that  the  market  developments 
in  these  bonds  proved  so  unsatisfactory.  There  was 
no  chance  for  a  similar  failure  in  the  stocks,  as  these 
were  not  issued  to  the  public,  but  were  allotted  to 
the  manufacturers  who  entered  the  combine.  The 
common  stock  opened  at  16  and  the  preferred  stock 
at  60.  The  former  advanced  to  17  and  the  preferred 
to  62.  Trading  was  not  very  heavy  in  either  issue, 
and  most  of  the  purchases  seemed  to  be  for  the  ac- 
count of  insiders. 

This  from  the  "United  States  Investor,"  of 
October  21: 

My  analysis  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.,  which 
was  printed  in  this  column  last  week,  has  called  forth 
a  good  deal  of  favorable  comment  and  inquiry.  As 
X  stated,  the  subscription  to  the  bonds  by  the  public 
was  a  "flat  failure,"  and  had  the  undertaking  not  been 
strongly  underwritten  it  would  have  collapsed  en- 
tirely. I  learn  that  of  the  $10,000,000  6  per  cent  sink- 
ing fund  debenture  bonds,  $6,300,000  were  taken  by 
the  manufacturers  themselves,  and  $3,700,000,  which 
it  was  hoped  the  public  would  subscribe  to,  were 
underwritten  by  a  syndicate  headed  by  Baring,  Ma- 
goun &  Co.,  Vermilye  &  Co.  and  Charles  R.  Flint. 
This  $3,700,000  in  reality  represented  the  cash  which 
certain  manufacturers  demanded  in  part  payment 
for  their  business,  and  which  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  pledge  them  in  order  to  bring  them  in.  The 
$6,300,000  of  debentures,  I  am  told,  were  taken  by  the 
manufacturers  on  a  basis  of  92,  and  it  is  very  likely 
that  as  opportunity  ofljers  not  only  will  the  under- 
writing syndicate,  but  the  manufacturers,  "feed"  them 
to  the  public.  Had  the  trust  been  "brought  out" 
earlier  in  the  year,  or  even  last  fall,  it  is  probable 
the  undertaking  would  have  gone  off  with  a  hunch, 
but  during  the  past  three  months  the  public's  hunger 
in  the  face  of  declining  values  of  newly  created  indus- 
trials has  been  satiated. 

During  the  week  strong  efforts  have  been  put  forth 
by  curb  brokers  to  make  a  market  for  the  stock  and 
bonds .  with  poor  success.  Sales  of  a  few  hundred 
shares  of  common  have  been  made  at  16  and  the 
preferred  at  60,  but  no  transactions  in  the  debentures 
have  as  yet  been  recorded.  The  only  quotations  which 
have  been  made  on  the  bonds  are  S9@98.  They 
were  offered  to  the  public  at  par  only  a  few  days  ago. 


James  R.  Keene  is  a  bear,  and  that  fact  must 
be  borne  in  mind  in  reading  this  extract  from 
a  recent  "Commercial"  interview  with  the 
Wall   Street  leader: 

Few  people  know  how  serious  have  been  the  losses 
to  individuals  and  firms  in  and  out  of  Wall  street  by 
too  extended  underwritings  of  the  issues  of  new  indus- 
trial combinations  lately  exploited.  It  is  well  known 
that  with  the  exception  of  the  first  few  issues,  the 
bulk  of  the  flotations  since  have  been  failures,  bring- 
ing with  such  failures  widespread  losses  to  under- 
writers and  institutions. 

The  stocks  of  the  new  combinations,  or  most  of 
them,  are  absolutely  unsalable,  and,  of  course,  value- 
less as  collateral.  The  underwriter  who  has  paid  to 
the  institution  financing  the  new  trust  the  amount  of 
his  underwriting  commitment  to  it  is  crippled  by  the 
amount  so  paid,  for  he  receives  securities  in  return 
which  he  cannot  borrow  on  or  sell,  except  at  a 
frightful   loss. 


If  he  has  failed  to  respond  to  the  financial  institu- 
tion's call  for  his  guarantee  to  it,  then  he  makes  that 
institution  carry  his  load,  and  that  institution  de- 
pends upon  the  public  for  its  deposits.  When  one 
considers  that  in  this  city  alone  it  is  conservatively 
computed  that  these  underwriting  commitments 
amount  to  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars,  with  under- 
writings for  millions  in  Philadelphia,  Boston,  Balti- 
more and  Chicago,  the  tremendous  strain  of  the 
situation  is  revealed. 

I  think  I  have  given  you  convincing  reasons  why 
I  am  a  bear.  With  operators  heavily  involved  in 
these  new  undertakings,  and  the  public  losses  already 
severe  in  this  direction,  it  is  idle  to  expect  better 
markets  and  reasonably  certain  that  it  will  all  end 
in   extensive   liquidation. 

*      *      * 

"Bradstreets,"  of  October  21,  in  the  course 
of  an  article  showing  that  even  listed  indus- 
trial stocks  have  declined  from  2  to  SS^  points 
from  the  highest  point  reached  in  1899,  says: 

The  principal  reasons  for  the  downward  movement 
are  twofold:  First,  the  enormous  amount  of  the  new 
securities  thrown  or  brought  upon  the  market  within 
the  past  year,  and,  second,  the  unwillingness  of  banks 
and  other  lenders  of  money  to  accept  securities  of  this 
description  as  collateral  for  loans.  It  has  already 
been  pointed  out  in  these  columns  that  Wall  street 
houses  have  in  many  cases  refused  to  carry  specula- 
tive accounts  in  the  new  industrial  stocks,  or,  where 
they  do  so,  exact  considerably  larger  margins  than 
the  five  or  ten  points  which  are  generally  accepted 
against  speculative  dealings  in  standard  railroad 
stocks.  The  tendency  in  Wall  Street,  in  fact,  has 
been  to  recommend  purchasers  of  industrial  stocks 
to  pay  for  them  outright  and  take  them  up.  This 
necessarily  curtails  the  buying  power,  deprives  the  se- 
curities of  speculative  support,  aiid  negatives  the 
efforts  of  inside  pools  to  carry  out  plans  for  advanc- 
ing the  values  of  their  securities.  It  is  true  that  at 
the  present  time  there  is  a  steady  absorption  by  in- 
vestors of  the  dividend-paying  preferred  industrial 
stocks,  which  process,  if  continued,  may  in  time  give 
to  the  really  stable  members  of  that  group  a  much 
better  position  than  they  now  occupy  in  the  market. 
For  the  time  being,  however,  industrial  stocks,  irre- 
spective of  merit,  have  suffered  from  an  overproduc- 
tion of  such  securities,  aggravated  by  the  lack  of 
facilities  for  active  speculation  in  them. 
^      ^      ^ 

The  avidity  with  which  Wall  Street  grasps 
rumors  is  indicated  by  the  following  from  the 
"Wall  Street  Daily  News,"  of  October  20: 

The  bonds  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  only  a  few 
weeks  ago  were  offered  to  the  public  at  par  and  inter- 
est. At  that  figure  they  were  liberally  taken.  This 
issue  is  now  being  offered  on  the  curb  at  about  90, 
which,  to  say  the  least,  is  very  strange.  Why  is  this 
thus?  Is  it  because  of  the  rumors  of  the  formation 
of  an  opposition  company? 


THE  PARIS  MENU. 


What  Wheelmen  Will    Have    Offered   Them    During 
the   Exposition. 

Captain  A.  H.  Mattox,  of  the  United  States 
Commission  to  the  Paris  Exposition,  says  that 
cyclists  will  be  well  looked  after  at  the  Paris 
Exposition,  next  year.  A  building  will  be 
erected  with  accommodations  for  about  twen- 
ty-five thousand  bicycles  and  five  hundred  mo- 
torcycles. 

Paris  during  the  exposition  will  be  the  great 
rendezvous  for  cyclists  from  all  over  the 
world.  As  a  further  attraction  to  cyclists  a 
big  international  race  meet,  extending  over  n 
week,  will  be  held  in  the  gay  city,  opening  on 
September  8  with  the  Grand  Prix  de  I'Exposi- 
tion,  for  which  $6,000  will  be  offered  as  prizes. 
A  big  amateur  event  will  also  be  held,  for 
which  prizes  valued  at  about  $i,ooo  will  be 
offered,  and  a  hundred-mile  paced  race  for 
$200.  Prizes  amounting  to  $5,ooo  will  be  given 
in  a  twenty-four  hour  race.  In  all,  a  sum  of 
about  $40,000  will  be  put  up  for  competition 
during  "bicycle  week"  at  the  Paris  Expo- 
sition. 
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LAMPS  AND  ETHICS. 


Some  Off-tland  Observations  About  English  Conservatism  Toward  New  Things,  English  Cycling  Editors,  Somnolency 
in  Bicycle  Dealers  and  the  Restrictions  of  a  Journal  Supposed  to  Be  Anxious  to  Spread  Acetylene- 
Gas  News— The  Long  Beam  Lamp  Described. 


RESUME. 

This  series  of  articles  is  in  no  wise  antagonistic  to 
oil  and  electric  lamps,  but  is  intended  to  be  of  edu- 
cational interest  to  those  who  recognize  the  possi- 
bilities of  acetylene  lamps  but  are  deterred  from  sell- 
ing or  using  them  by  the  restrictions  of  insurance 
companies  and  by  ignorance  of  the  nature  of  calcium 
carbide. 

Previously  The  Wheel  has  shown  that  calcium  car- 
bide is  far  less  dangerous  than  the  ordinary  match,  and 
that  the  restrictive  policy  toward  it  in  the  East  by 
insurance  companies  is  incompatible  with  their  liberal 
policy  in  the  West.  Insurance  companies  tried  to 
retard  the  use  of  electric  lights  in  office  buildings. 
They  oppose  every  new  invention  that  in  any  way 
increases  their  risks.  Despite  their  opposition,  acety- 
lene gas,  the  product  of  calcium  carbide,  is  now  com- 
monly used  for  lighting  dwellings  and  streets  in 
many  parts  of  this  country  and  Europe,  and  their 
complete  surrender  in  the  Eastern  States  is  a  matter 
of  time,  controllable  by  the  producers  and  consumers 
of  carbide,  gas  generators  and  gas  lamps.  Acetylene 
gas  lamps  deserve  the  careful  study  and  support  of 
bicycle  agents. 

The  Wheel  of  July  27  contained  a  number  of  com- 
parisons showing  the  advantages  of  acetylene  in 
lighting  power,  safety,  etc.,  over  other  illuminants. 
There  has  been  much  ignorance  on  this  point. 

In  The  Wheel  of  August  3  the  romantic  history 
of  Cyclist  Willson's  discovery  of  a  commercially  possi- 
ble method   of  making  calcium   carbide   was   stated. 

In  The  Wheel  of  August  10  the  scientifically 
proper  application  of  water  to  carbide,  to  generate 
gas   quickly  and  without   wasteful  heat,  was  shown. 

The  issue  of  August  17  showed  the  actual  quantity 
of  carbide  used  for  bicycle  lamps.  Liberally  esti- 
mated, one  in  five  riders  uses  an  acetylene  lamp. 
Many  more  can  be  sold. 

A  series  of  general  articles,  containing  facts  and 
ideas  of  value  to  everybody  interested  in  acetylene, 
was  begun  in   the   issue  of  August  24. 

WHEN  A  THIMG'S  NEW. 


OVER  in  England  the  editor  of  a  cycling 
journal — not  the  advertising  solicitor, 
but  the  editor — is  a  personage.  He  has  a 
sanctum.  To  intrude  there  creates  a  nervous 
shock  likely  to  delay  the  issuance  of  the  paper. 
Entree  must  be  by  card,  through  the  medium 
of  the  ofifice  boy,  and  according  to  the  entire 
convenience  of  the  editor.  If  he  is  engaged  in 
v^friting  an  article  upon  "The  Cult  of  the  Cy- 
clist-Soldier," or  some  equally  abstruse  cycling 
proposition — well,  you  don't  see  him.  And  if 
you  write  to  him  you  must  be  very  polite, 
indeed.     For  example: 

To  the   Editor  of  "Wheeling." 

.Sir — I  venture  most  respectfully  to  traverse  your 
editorial  expressing  perfect  confidence  in  these  lamps 
so  far  as  regards  the  general  public,  witness  the 
shockingly  fatal  accidont  a  fortnight  ago  on  Dead- 
man's  Hill  on  the  Harrow  road,  due  to  a  horse  shying 
at  one  of  these   lights. 

You  suggest  a  slight  deflection  downwards  in  the 
lamp  bracket;  but  would  not  these  excessively  bright 
lights  be  improved  by  the  addition  of  a  peak?  No 
acetylene  lamp  ought  to  go  out  of  the  manufacturer's 
hand  without  one.     Yours,  etc. 

W.    Roger    Jones. 

They  are  a  conservative  peo])le,  the  English. 
When  a  thing's  new  they  do  not  hasten  to 
adopt  it.  They  will,  at  their  leisure,  take  a 
look  at  it.     If  it  then  interests  them  they  will 


begin  to  discuss,  by  word  of  mouth  and  in 
print,  especially  in  print,  the  whichness  of  its 
howsomeeverness.  After  a  very  long  time 
they  adopt  it  if  -it  is  good.  They  are  a  slow, 
sane  people.  The  world  would  be  much 
nearer  the  lunatic  asylum  without  them  and 
without  the  Teutons. 

The  man  who  wrote  to  the  editor  of  "Wheel- 
ing" thinks  blinders  should  be  put  on  acety- 
lene bicycle  lamps  because  one  scared  a  horse. 
Ridiculous,  of  course.  But  the  locomotive 
headlight,  the  locomotive  itself,  the  bicycle 
and  the  automobile,  all  have  had  the  wail  of 
conservatism  flung  at  them.  The  bicycle  deal- 
er who  is  still  afraid  of  making  money  by 
pushing  acetylene  lamps  for  bicycles,  and  per- 
haps small  acetylene  gas  plants  for  homes,  etc., 
should  learn  to  take  conservatism  at  just  what 
it  is  worth,  and  nothing  more. 

Speaking  of  conservatism,  there  is  oppor- 
tunity here — and  good  reason,  too — for  a  bit  of 
a  rap  at  a  very  readable  but  too  conservative 
little  publication  which  recently  began  life  in 
BufTalo.  It  is  named  the  "Acetylene  Gas  Jour- 
nal." In  scanning  it  just  now  we  observe  that 
it  insists  that  articles  reprinted  from  its  col- 
umns shall  be  labeled  "From  Acetylene  Gas 
Journal,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.     Copyrighted  1899." 

Why  not  the  street  address,  too,  and  the 
name  of  the  building,  and  the  room  number? 
The  new  contemporary  claims  to  be  "prac- 
tical, aggressive,  educational."  Aggressive, 
yes,  but  neither  practical  nor  educational  in  a 
broad  sense.  Waving  the  copyright  club  in 
the  air  never  pays.  Journalistic  courtesy  al- 
most always  prevails,  and  we  take  it  to  be  the 
mission  of  the  new  paper  to  give  the  widest 
possible  circulation  to  the  gospel  of  acetylene 
gas.  The  Wheel  is  putting  in  a  few  licks  to 
that  end,  and  invites  all  and  sundry  to  help 
themselves  and  be  liberal. 

Acetylene  lamps  have  received  a  terrible 
blow  in  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  as  the  following  news- 
paper dispatch  from  that  city  shows: 

Hudson,  Sept.  3.— Charles  P.  Tucker  had  a  narrow 
escape  from  losing  the  sight  of  both  eyes  last  night 
at  10.30  o'clock.  Mr.  Tucker  had  been  to  Boston  to 
purchase  samples  of  bicycle  lamps  for  the  Hudson 
Cycle  Club.  He  was  carrying  two  lamps  to  show 
Ihem  to  members,  and  after  exhibiting  them  he  put 
them  out  to  let  them  cool  before  he  started  to  clean 
them  out.  The  lamps  are  of  a  late  pattern  and  burn 
flash  powder,  which  is  kept  wet  from  the  water  tank, 
generating  a  gas  which   furnishes   the  light. 

The  unburned  powder  Mr.  Tucker  undertook  to 
show  to  a  friend  regarding  its  explosive  qualities. 
He  emptied  some  into  a  puddle  of  water  on  Main 
street  and  applied  the  match.  There  was  a  loud 
explosion,  by  which  Mr.  Tucker  was  badly  burned 
about   the  hands   and   face. 

There  are  only  two  remarks  to  be  made 
concerning  the  above.  There  could  have  been 
no  explosion;  there  was  undoubtedly  a  flame. 
And  Mr.  Tucker  ought  to  study  the  simplest 


rules    of   natural    philosophy;     meantime    ab- 
staining from  the  use  of  matches. 


LONG   BtAM   LAMP. 


«\ 


^0^ 


A  searchlight  on  wheels.  In  addition  to 
throwing  a  strong  light  of  the  usual  radius,  it 
throws  ahead  300  feet  a  narrow  searchlight 
ray.  It  furnishes  a  third  variety  of  radiation, 
which  will  illumine  the  roadway  on  either  side 
of  the  wheel.  This  lamp  wonder  is  made  by 
the  Long  Beam  Lamp  Co.,  of  Hillsboro,  O. 


The  claim  that  the  steadiness  of  the  light 
cannot  be  affected  by  jarring  should  be  cor- 
rect, as  the  water  is  fed  to  the  carbide  through 
a  wick. 


Jones  Will  Be  Cycle  Aided. 

The  campaign  managers  of  Mayor  Jones, 
who  is  running  for  the  Governorship  of  Ohio 
on  an  independent  ticket,  have  originated  a 
novel  way  of  working  for  their  candidate.  A 
number  of  wheelmen  have  been  engaged  to 
cover  the  State,  carrying  documents  to  the 
rural  districts.  One  million  documents  will  be 
distributed  in  this  way  before  election  time. 
Nearly  all  of  the  wheelmen  are  speakers,  as 
well,  and  they  will  conduct  meetings  wherever 
possible. 


A  Victim. 

He  had  first  been  assessed  for  a  wheel   for  his  wife. 

Then  in  turn  for  Maria  and  Betsy  and  Rose, 
And  when   subsequent   progeny   came   into   life 

He   consecutively   furnished   cycles   for  those; 
E'en   his   mother-in-law   did   not   vainly   appeal 

To  his  generous  soul,  till  it  got  to  be  so 
That  he  lavished  so  much  on  the  family  wheel 

There  was  naught  for  himself  left  remaining  but  woe. 


1899. 
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NtW  WHOLESALE  DEPARTMENT. 


One    Washington    Concern    Which    Is    Not    Going 

to    Wait  — An    Advertising 

Idea. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Oct.  21.— During  the 
past  few  years'  development  of  the  bicycle  busi- 
ness in  this  city  and  vicinity  the  establishment 
of  a  first-class  jobbing  house  has  become  more 
and  more  needed  to  supply  the  retail  trade. 
Convinced  that  such  a  house,  launched  upon 
a  legitimate  and  conservative  basis,  can  be 
made  a  success,  the  well-known  bicycle  firm 
of  Wm.  T.  Robertson  &  Co.  have  decided  to 
add  a  wholesale  department  to  the  concern's 
present  business  and  with  it  cater  to  the  trade 
in  this  city  and  also  in  Maryland,  Virginia  and 
West  Virginia,  and  possibly  the  Carolinas. 
They  will  cover  this  wide  field  through  the 
agencies  of  traveling  men  and  the  distribution 
of  attractive  catalogues  setting  forth  the  lines 
they  will  constantly  carry  in  stock.  It  is  the 
intention  of  the  firm  to  close  with  the  manu- 
facturers of  the  legitimate  lines  of  sundries 
and  fittings  only  and  to  give  exclusive  repre- 
sentation to  the  respective  lines. 

The  firm  of  Wm.  T.  Robertson  &  Co.  was 
established  in  1889,  and  the  business  has 
grown  from  insignificant  proportions  to  one 
of  the  largest  in  the  South.  W.  T.  Robertson, 
who  is  at  the  head  of  the  firm,  has  always  been 
identified  with  any  important  bicycle  move- 
ment in  this  city,  and  is  well  and  favorably 
known  to  the  trade.  This  concern  is  well 
equipped  to  take  up  a  jobbing  business,  hav- 
ing one  of  the  largest  and  finest  cycle  stores 
in  the  country,  located  in  the  very  heart  of  the 
city.  They  have  closely  watched  the  trend  of 
affairs  in  the  South,  and  are  convinced  that 
the  field  is  one  capable  of  being  well  worked. 
The  branching  out  of  this  house  marks  a  dis- 
tinct step  forward  in  the  local  trade. 

The  Orient  Cycle  Co.  has  recently  enlarged 
its  repair  department,  and  in  order  to  bring 
their  facilities  to  the  attention  of  local  wheel- 
men have  adopted  a  novel  scheme  that  is  sure 
to  bring  its  own  reward.  They  have  a  wheel- 
man dressed  as  a  tramp,  who  rides  about  the 
city  mounted  on  an  old  Star  machine.  At- 
tached to  the  machine  is  a  large  cloth  sign 
setting  forth  the  facilities  of  the  new  repair 
department.  The  novel  sight  presented  by 
this  combination  always  attracts  atention,  and 
it  is  bringing  the  company  a  great  deal  of  re- 
pair work. 


Nothing  Is  Bigger. 

Greenville,  Pa.,  Oct.  19. — The  general  ofifi- 
cers  and  superintendents  of  the  mills  owned 
by  Shelby  Tube  Co.  visited  the  local  plant 
this  morning.  Structural  iron  was  ordered 
for  another  large  addition  to  the  plant,  and 
800  men  will  be  employed  in  a  few  months. 
The  plant  is  now  turning  out  the  largest  out- 
put of  weldless  tubing  of  any  plant  in  the 
world. 


These  Are  the  League  "  Champeens." 

The  following  are  the  L.  A.  W.  professional 
championship  scores  for  1899:  "Major"  Tay- 
lor, Worcester,  Mass.,  52  points;  "Tom"  But- 
ler, Cambridge,  Mass.,  42  points;  "Nat"  But- 
ler, Cambridge,  27;  James  B.  Bowler,  Chi- 
cago, 24;  Watson  Coleman,  Boston,  21; 
Charles  R.  McCarthy,  St.  Louis,  20;  Edward 
Llewellyn,  Chicago,  13;  Angus  McLeod,  To- 


ronto, 8;  Charles  Porter,  Detroit,  6;  Harry 
Gibson,  Cincinnati,  6;  Harley  Davidson, 
Brantford,  Ont.,  5;  Jerry  Woodward,  De- 
troit, 4;  Louis  Gordon,  Indianapolis,  3;  B.  B. 
Bird,  St.  Paul,  8;  H.  Carman,  Ontario,  3; 
Hugh  McLean,  Chelsea,  Mass.,  3;  '  "Ben" 
Monroe,  Memphis,  3;  Horace  Poutch,  Louis- 
ville, 2;  Frank  Butler,  Cambridge,  2;  V/iese 
Hammer,  Philadelphia,  2;  I.  O.  Watson,  In- 
dianapolis, 2;  Charles  Pease,  Indianapolis,  1; 
Charles  Hoffer,  St.  Paul,  1,  and  James  Ur- 
quhart,  Boston,  1. 


DOES  TEN  STRAIGHT. 


Brown  Bowls  Over  the  Ten  Century  on  the  Road 
Record. 

At  7:04:30  Sunday  evening  William  Brown, 
of  Brooklyn,  added  his  mite  to  the  Long 
Island  torture-track,  and  claimed  to  have  rid- 
den ten  consecutive  centuries  in  an  elapsed 
time  of  83  hours  and  4J  minutes. 

Brown's  time  for  each  successive  century, 
which  is  claimed  as  being  a  new  record  for 
500  miles  and  upward,  is  as  follows: 

Miles.  H.  M. 

100 6  18 

200 13  47 

300 19  55 

400 28  50 

500 36  20 

600 49  00 

700 57  05 

800 64  45 

900 74  42 

1,000 83  04V2 

Brown's  sleep  during  the  ride  was  6  hours 
and  45  minutes.  The  rest  he  took  without 
sleep  amounted  to  4  hours  and  55  minutes, 
making  a  total  time  of  11  hours  and  40  minutes 
off  the  wheel  since  8  o'clock  on  last  Thursday 
morning. 


Will  Have  Twenty-Five  Thousand  Square  Feet. 

Toronto,  Oct.  23.— After  the  15th  of  No- 
vember the  headquarters  of  the  Canada  Cycle 
and  Motor  Co.,  Ltd.,  will  be  at  the  southeast 
corner  of  Bay  and  Front  street.  The  Trust 
magnates  have  leased  the  entire  building,  con- 
taining about  25,000  square  feet,  which  will 
convey  an  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  this  con- 
cern. The  building  will  be  remodeled  and 
decorated,  and  when  finished  will  be  one  of 
the  handsomest  in  Toronto,  befitting  a  com- 
pany of  their  magnitude.  The  entire  manage- 
ment for  all  the  factories  will  be  concentrated 
here,  and  the  offices  are  now  being  made 
ready  for  the  accommodation  of  their  entire 
staff.  Meanwhile  they  are  occupying  tempo- 
rary quarters  on  the  fourth  floor  of  the  Can- 
ada Permanent  Building,  18  Toronto  street. 


Will  Be  a  Public  Hearing. 

Cleveland,  Oct.  24. — The  hearing  of  the  case 
of  Gerlach,  Mott  et  al.,  vs.  Charles  W.  Mears, 
chief  consul  of  the  Ohio  Division,  L.  A.  W., 
will  be  held  in  the  Hotel  Duquesne,  Pitts- 
burg, at  10  o'clock  next  Saturday  morning. 
Mears  will  be  defended  by  Frank  P.  Van 
Valkenburgh,  of  the  Wisconsin  Division,  who 
was  formerly  United  States  District  Attorney 
for  southern  Wisconsin,  and  Wallace  I. 
Knight,  vice-president  of  the  Cleveland  L.  A. 
W.  consulate  and  one  of  the  brightest  young 
lawyers  in  Ohio.  The  hearing  will  be  public 
in  accordance  with  Mr.  Mears's  demands. 


Globe  Cycle  Works,  in  which  he  holds  that 
executions  issued  on  May  4th  are  prior  to 
those  issued  on  June  24,  1898.  In  May  last 
the  Excelsior  Needle  Works  secured  two  exe- 
cutions against  the  Globe  concern,  which  sub- 
sequently was  sold  to  satisfy  these  executions. 
In  June,  1898,  the  Morgan  &  Wright  Co., 
together  with  eight  other  creditors,  levied  on 
the  works,  but  instructed  the  sheriff  not  to 
interfere  with  their  progress.  Afterwards 
these  creditors  instructed  the  sheriff  to  with- 
draw his  deputies.  Justice  Kenefick  held  that 
this  action  rendered  their  executions  dormant, 
and  made  the  needle  company's  executions 
prior. 


Newly  Incorporated  Concerns. 

Safety  Appliance  &  Equipment  Co.,  Port- 
land, Me.  Appliance  for  automobiles.  Capi- 
tal, $100,000.  Incorporators:  R.  A.  Jordan,  C. 
R.  Fuller,  J.  E.  Kimball,  of  Boston,  Mass.; 
F.  E.  Rowell,  of  Kittery,  Me. 

People's  Automobile  Co.,  Cleveland.  Con- 
veying passengers  by  automobile.  Capital, 
$50,000.  Incorporators:  Henry  A.  Bryan,  O. 
Rauchfuss,  R.  S.  Thompson,  T.  C.  Moore, 
David  W.  Jones. 

Great  Western  Manufacturing  Co.,  Chicago. 
Manufacturing  bicycles,  automobiles,  etc. 
Capital,  $200,000.  Incorporators:  Henry  L. 
Stern,  Henry  Frantzen,  Henry  A.  Gardner, 
all  of  Chicago. 


Acme  Lamp  and  Sheriff. 

The  Sheriff  has  received  an  attachment 
against  the  Acme  Electric  Lamp  Company,  of 
1G59  Broadway,  for  $774  in  favor  of  Fred  B. 
Ames,  and  a  keeper  was  put  in  charge.  The 
attachment  was  obtained  on  the  ground  that 
the  company  is  a  New  Jersey  corporation. 
The  attachment  was  based  on  two  notes  of  the 
company,  which  were  endorsed  for  accommo- 
dation by  Guy  Phillips,  the  vice-president, 
who  had  to  pay  them.  The  business  was 
started  in  June,  1896,  and  the  present  com- 
pany was  incorporated  in  December,  1898, 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $500,000. 


Filed  on  Friday. 

The  first  account  of  the  assignee  of  the  firm 
^of  Hill  &  Lyster,  dealers  in  bicycles  and  sun- 
dries, was  filed  in  the  Philadelphia  Common 
Pleas  Court  on  Friday.  The  total  debits 
shown  by  the  account  amount  to  $2,568.23; 
total  disbursements  $674.50,  leaving  a  balance 
in  the  hands  of  the  assignee  for  distribution 
among  the  creditors  of  $1,893.73. 


A  Desirable  Exporter. 

Leo  Schlaudecker,  formerly  Spalding  agent 
in  Reading,  Pa.,  and  who  has  for  some  time 
been  in  the  export  business  in  New  York,  is 
now  with  Bornn  &  Co.,  manufacturers'  ex- 
port agents,  82  Broad  street.  He  has  already 
done  good  business  for  manufacturers  of 
bicycles,  parts  and  sundries,  and  is  worth  look- 
ing up. 


Needle  Is  First. 

Buffalo,     Oct.     28.— Justice     Kenefick     has 
given  a  decision  relating  to  the  affairs  of  the 


To  Make  Frames  and  Supplies. 

New  Era  Frame  &  Supply  Co.  has  been  in- 
corporated in  New  Jersey,  with  principal  office 
No.  1  Montgomery  street,  Jersey  City,  to 
manufacture  bicycle  frames  and  bicycle  sup- 
plies. Capital,  $100,000.  Incorporators:  Peter 
Whitney,  David  M.  Bressler,  Leonard  M. 
Ridgeway,  all  of  Jersey  City. 
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EXPORT    EXPOSITION. 


What   the    Philadelphia    Show    Has   to    Offer 

the   Cycle   Buyer    and 

Maker. 

It  is  late  in  the  day,  but  even  at  this  time  it 
is  well  to  call  the  attention  of  the  bicycle  ex- 
hibitors who  wish  to  foster  their  export  busi- 
ness to  the  importance  of  looking  up  the  for- 
eign visitors  instead  of  waiting  for  the  foreign 
visitors  to  look  them  up.  The  facilities  offered 
by  the  Commercial  Museums  for  intercommu- 
nication between  exhibitors  and  visitors  from 
abroad  are  complete  and  available  to  every 
exhibitor.  That  these  facilities  have  not  been 
used  except  by  one  or  two  concerns  is  strange 
enough. 

I  wanted  this  week  to  go  into  the  details  of 
the  bicycle  display  and  describe  each  exhibit, 
but  was  prevented  from  doing  so  by  other 
duties,  and  so  I  will  go  on  from  where  I  left 
off  in  my  last  letter. 

The  Eagle  Co.  have  an  attractive  display, 
well  located,  and,  what  is  quite  as  much  to  the 
point,  well  looked  after.  Anyone  wishing 
to  learn  about  Eagles  may  do  so  easily.  If 
they  don't  do  business  it  will  not  be  because 
of  the  goods  or  the  attendants.  Near  them  is 
the  Soudan  exhibit,  and  it  is  never  deserted. 
The  Bundy  Lamp  Co.  have  something  new  in 
the  way  of  a  student  lamp.  It  burns  eight 
hours  at  a  cost  of  about  ten  cents.  That 
beats  oil  or  gas.  The  Ramsay  pedal  is  nicely 
displayed,  and  Mr.  Ramsay  can  demonstrate 
without  any  trouble  whatever  the  superiority 
of  his  product  over  any  other  pedal  on  the 
market. 

The  automobiles  in  the  vehicle  building  at- 
tract much  attention,  but  so  far  there  have 
been  no  practical  tests  of  the  different  types. 
That  is  to  come  later.  Col.  Pope  addressed  the 
Congress  Monday  afternoon  on  the  subject 
"Export  of  American  Bicycles,"  and  what  he 
said  was  most  interesting  and  instructive.  A 
verbatim  report  of  his  talk  will  be  sent  later. 


Exports  Ip  to  Date. 

Exports  of  cycles  and  parts  from  the  Port 
of  New  York  for  the  week  ending  Oct.  24, 
1899: 

Antwerp. — 1  case  bicycles,  $25;  4  cases  bi- 
cycle material,  $114. 

Amsterdam. — 5  cases  bicycles,   $125. 

Alexandria. — 1  case  bicycles,  $16;  52  cases 
bicycle  material,  $750. 

Ayr. — 2  cases  bicycles,   $48. 

Argentine  Republic. — 212  cases  bicycles, 
$10,287;  27  cases  bicycle  material,  $1,147. 

British  Guiana. — 21  cases  bicycles,  $937;  13 
cases  bicycle  material,  $885. 

British  West  Indies.^-8  cases  bicycles,  $372, 
24  cases  bicycle  material,  $486. 

British  East  Indies. — 43  cases  bicycles^) 
$4,657;  12  cases  bicycle  material,  $727. 

Brazil. — 3  cases  bicycles,  $196;  2  cases  bi- 
cycle material,  $82. 

Bremen. — 3  cases  bicycles,  $150. 

British  Australia. — 77  cases  bicycles,  $2,703; 
33  cases  bicycle  material,  $1,009. 

Cuba.— 58  cases  bicycles,  $1,212;  18  cases 
bicycle  material,  $555. 

China. — 1  case  bicycles,  $38;  1  case  bicycle 
material,  $30. 

Copenhagen. — 20  cases  bicycles,  $812;  17 
cases  bicycle  material,  $727. 

Christiania. — 23  cases  bicycles,  $912;  1  case 
bicycle  material,  $10. 

Dutch  East  Indies. — 35  cases  bicycles, 
$2,762;  1  case  bicycle  material,  $106. 

Ecuador. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $153. 

Florence. — 1  case  bicycles,  $42. 

Gothenburg. — 1  case  bicycles,  $20. 

Genoa. — 4  cases  bicycles,  $325;  25  cases  bi- 
cycle material,  $635. 


Glasgow. — 4  cases  bicycles,  $120. 

Hong  Kong. — 5  cases  bicycles,  $881. 

Havre. — 10  cases  bicycles,  $624;  21  cases  bi- 
cycle material,  $399. 

Hamburg. — 11  cases  bicycles,  $525;  5  cases 
bicycle  material,  $465. 

Japan. — 57  cases  bicycles,  $2,741;  2  cases  bi- 
cycle material,  $20. 

London. — 37  cases  bicycles,  $1,265;  9  cases 
bicycle  material,  $147. 

Liverpool. — 16  cases  bicycles,  $490;  4  cases 
bicycle  material,  $140. 

Lisbon. — 7  cases  bicycles,  $250;  6  cases  bi- 
cycle material,  $175. 

Mexico. — 1  case  bicycles,  $28. 

Milan. — 3  cases  bicycle  material,  $194. 

Nova  Scotia. — 1  case  bicycles,  $20. 

Naples. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $150. 

Nuremburg. — 4  cases  bicycles,  $101. 

Peru. — 1  case  bicycles,  $20. 

Rotterdam.— 16  cases  bicycles,  $1,105;  18 
cases  bicycle  material,  $1,135. 

St.    Petersburg.— 2    cases    bicycle    material, 

$60. 

Stockholm.— 2  cases  bicycles,  $43;  1  case  bi- 
cycle material,  $10. 

Southampton.— 22  cases  bicycles,  $527;  7 
cases  bicycle  material,  $165. 

Siam.— 38  cases  bicycles,  $1,768. 

Uruguay. — 1  case  bicycles,  $15;  6  cases  bi- 
cycle material,  $517. 

To  Meet  the  Demand. 

This  chain  is  the  product  of  the  McKee 
Chain  &  Stamping  Co.,  who  expect  to  make 


and  market  during  the  coming  season  200,000 
chains  of  this  pattern. 

Ready  to  Talk  to  the  Agents. 

The  National  line  for  1900  will  consist  of 
two  models  at  $50,  weighing,  with  road  equip- 
ment, 21J  pounds  for  the  men's  and  23J 
pounds  for  the  ladies'.  Two  models  at  $40, 
weighing  respectively  25  and  26  pounds.  A 
racer  at  $60,  weighing  20  pounds,  and  two 
chainless  models  at  $65.  No  change  whatever 
has  been  made  in  the  quality  of  the  National 
Cycle  Mfg.  Co.'s  goods,  and  they  will  continue 
to  build  only  the  best.  There  will  be  no  sec- 
onds or  cheap  Nationals.  Every  bicycle  the 
Bay  City  Company  turns)  out  will  have  their 
trade  mark  on  it.  The  company's  business 
policy  remains  unchanged,  and  their  custom- 
ers can  depend  on  receiving  the  same  treat- 
ment as  heretofore. 

The  National  people  are  not  in  any  trade 
combination.  The  Nationals  are  in  every  way 
independent  and  are  doing  business  at  the 
same  place,  in  the  same  way,  with  the  same 
people  in  control,  and  without  any  idea  of 
changing  either  the  methods  or  the  policy 
which  has  proven  so  successful  and  satisfac- 
tory in  the  past  to  both  the  company's  cus- 
tomers and  itself.  The  National  people  want 
to  hear  from  such  dealers  as  want  to  buy  good 
bicycles  at  fair  prices. 

Signs  of  the  Times  and  Business. 

A  Geneva  (N.  Y.)  bicycle  agent  is  evidently 
a  very  industrious  man  and  misses  no  oppor- 
tunity to  catch  the  proverbial  penny  when  it 
comes  his  way.  A  Whe;i-l  representative  re- 
cently passed  a  little  one  -  story  old  frame 
building  in  the  centre  of  the  town  which  is 
owned  by  E.  A.  Albros.  The  scribe  was 
much  interested  in  the  many  signs  the  little 
store  stood  for.  On  the  top  of  the  building 
was  a  fully  equipped  ordinary  of  the  vintage 
of  1884.  standing  upright  to  tell  the  public 
what  sort  of  business  was  carried  on  below. 
But    since   that   sign    was   put   there   a   lot    of 


others  have  been  added  one  by  one  on  the 
three  sides  of  the  little  building.  Some  of 
them  are:  "Bicycles,  boots  and  shoes  fixed." 
"Bicycles  sold  and  rented."  "Scissors  sharp- 
ened." "Lawn  mowers  sharpened  and  re- 
paired." "Locks  and  keys  made  and  re 
paired.''  "Umbrellas  fixed."  "Bells  and  burg- 
lar alarms  put  in  and  repaired."  To  be  fully 
up  to  the  times  the  proprietor  may  be  ex- 
pected to  soon  add,  "Automobiles  made  well 
if  sick." 


The  Seats  of  the  Mighty  and  Many. 

There  never  was  a  rider  who  was  content 
with  his  wheel,  no  matter  how  excellent  it 
may  have  been,  when  the  saddle  did  not  suit 
him.  It  would  be  as  foolish  to  expect  one 
saddle  to  suit  all  people  as  it  would  be  to  ex- 
pect one  hat  to  fit  all  men.  All  things  to  all 
people  is  the  evident  idea  of  the  American 
Saddle  Co.,  who  offer  the  agent  and  the 
maker  the  best  products  in  manufacture  and 
design  of  the  saddle  maker's  art. 


Selling  Is  Satisfactory. 

The  Forsyth  Mfg.  Co.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  are 
already  taking  nice  orders  for  their  pedal  and 
other  attractive  parts.  This  company  has 
grown  steadily,  and  this  year  they  will  have 
the  usual  attractive  catalogue  of  specialties  for 
agents  and  manufacturers.  A  nice  thing  made 
by  the  Forsyth  Mfg.  Co.  is  the  half-chain 
guard,  which  will  not  only  prove  useful,  but 
very  attractive  on  a  wheel. 


Everything  Is  Auspicious. 

John  R.  Lee,  manager  of  the  John  R.  Keim 
factory,  at  Buffalo,  has  been  traveling  around 
East  with  his  bride,  the  marriage  having  taken 
place  just  recently.  Mr.  Spaulding,  in  charge 
of  the  factory,  stated  that  their  business  for 
1900  had  opened  up  very  auspiciously  and  that 
their  bicycle  parts  this  year  would  interest 
the  trade. 


In  the  Best  of  Hands. 

Archie  Hughes,  of  the  HoUenbeck  Saddle 
Company  and  Schrader  handle-bar,  was  in  Al- 
bany last  Thursday  and  Friday,  and  was  pi- 
loted around  by  the  veteran  agent  "Dick" 
Robe.  Mr.  Robe  knows  every  hole  and  cor- 
ner of  the  State  Capital  and  is  a  pioneer 
among  cycle  agents. 


To  Make  Improvements. 

The  Improvement  Manufacturing  Co.,  capi- 
tal $300,000,  have  been  incorporated  in  New 
Jersey  to  manufacture  cycles  and  parts  of  bi- 
cycles and  sewing  machines.  The  incorporat- 
ors are  B.  Frank  Barnes,  Henry  J.  Kamena, 
J.  Gardiner  Smith,  all  of  Jersey  City. 


B«njamin's  New  Company. 

Syracuse  Automobile  Co.,  of  Syracuse,  capi- 
tal $10,000,  has  been  incorporated  at  Albany. 
Directors:  William  D.  Andrews,  Henry  T. 
Trebert  and  C.  Arthur  Benjamin,  of  Syracuse. 


Judgment  Against  Winne. 

Wilmot  &  Hobbs  Mfg.  Co.  have  taken  a 
judgment  of  $89.59  against  Howard  C.  Winne. 
the  Harlem  dealer  and  assembler. 


Gets  Five  Years. 

Peoria,  Oct.  21.— To-day  Fred  Patee  was 
sentenced  to  five  years  in  the  penitentiary  for 
manslaughter. 
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tiK  Reading  Standard 


IHanufacftirinfl  Company, 

alter  a  very  successful  season,  begs  to  announce  to  the 
Bicycle  trade  that  its  line  of  Bicycles  for  igoo  is  now 
ready.  We  feel  safe  in  saying  that  for  mechanical  perfec- 
tion, style,  quality  and  workmanship  there  are  none  better. 

^Reading  Standard  Bicycles^ 

For  1900 

will  truly  represent  "The  Standard  of  Excellence"  in  cycle  con- 
struction. The  same  fair,  liberal  and  progressive  policy  which  has 
won  us  the  esteem  and  good  will  of  the  trade  will  mark  our  deal- 
ings in  the  future. 

With  quality  as  first  consideration,  our  prices  will  still  be  so 
reasonable  as  to  enable  Reading  Standard  agents  to  meet  every 
respectable  competition  successfully.  With  ample  means  and  a 
largely  increased  capacity,  we  can  promise  our  patrons  prompt 
shipments  and  a  most  efficient  service.  We  are  now  ready  to  allot 
agencies  in  unoccupied  territory  to  responsible,  wide-awake  and 
progressive  agents  who  desire  a  money-making  line  of  the  highest 
grade,  and  to  give  their  customers  full  value,  thereby  increasing 
their  trade  and  profit. 

We  invite  correspondence. 


READING  STANDARD  IVIANUFACTIRINC  CO., 


G.  A.  BOYER,  Manager  of  Sales. 


\R.ea<iing,    F*a. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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EVERYTHING    FROM    EVERYWHERE. 


Nowadays  money  makes  the  motors  go. 


It's  a  wise  rider  that  knows  what  not  to  do 
in  an  emergency. 


Denver  is  organizing  a  new  anti-cycle  thief 
insurance  company. 


Very   often   the   less   mind  a   rider   has   the 
oftener  he  changes  it. 


No  difference  how  cheap  a  bicycle  is  offered, 
people  want  it  for  less. 


Many  a  man  in  the  rut  of  ci"cumstances  has 
found  the  road  to  success. 


Asphalt  is   a   good  thing  for  a   city  to   use 
to  pave  its  way  to  greatness. 


Money  is  about  the  only  thing  in  racing  that 
always  is  good  as  far  as  it  goes. 


Money  is  the  root  of  all  evil,  yet  how  most 
people  in  cycling  will  dig  for  it! 


A  good  rule  regarding  a  wheel  is  to  let  well 
enough  alone — when  you  can't  do  better. 


Some   riders    know   a    great    many   things 
about  a  bicycle  that  aren't  worth  knowing. 


Any  racing  man  will  tell  you  a  miss  is  as 
good  as  a  mile,  even  if  she  hasn't  but  one  lap. 


Misery   may   love   company,   but   it   doesn't 
entertain  its  company  on  a  wheel  any  too  well. 


This   may   be   a   horseless   age,   but   money 
continues  to  make  the  mare  go,  just  the  same. 


No  matter  how  modestly  a  wheelman  may 
attire  himself,  if  his  machine  squeaks  he  is  too 
loud.  '^ 


A  really  wise  rider  never  attempts  to  an- 
swer a  fool  question  about  the  machine  he 
rides. 


"The  race  is  not  to  the  swift,"  but  there  is  in 
this  little  encouragement  for  a  snail  or  an 
"also  ran." 


To  preserve  and  keep  tires  soft,  wipe  occa- 
sionally with  a  cloth  saturated  with  water  con- 
taining a  little  common  soda. 


When  a  man  praises  his  wheel  without  ap- 
parent provocation,  it  may  be  understood  that 
he  wishes  to  sell  the  machine. 


She  doesn't  scorch  the  tandem  on,  for  no 
new  woman  can  so  much  as  think  of  bowing 
down  before  the  monster  man. 


A  Ute  Indian  is  named  "Always  Behind," 
but  he  does  not  claim  the  distinction  of  being 
one  of  the  "also  ran"  of  his  tribe. 


Fortune's  wheel  is  like  all  others,  that's  a 
fact  we  cannot  hide;  many  falls  and  bumps  are 
gotten  ere  a  fellow  learns  to  ride. 


It  may  be  because  truth  is  all  unadorned  that 
she  so  seldom  appears  in  public  as  a  part  of 
the  advertising  of  a  cheap  bicycle. 


In  South  Australia  last  season  cycle  race 
prize  money  to  the  amount  of  near-iy  $7,000 
was  hung  up  during  the  season  just  closed. 


In  former  times  the  big-salaried  man  in 
the  trade  asked:  "What  am  I  coming  to?" 
These  days  he  asks:  "What  is  coming  to  me?'' 


A  bicycle  geared  to  240  will  be  sent  to  the 
Paris  Exposition.  The  front  sprocket  con- 
tains 60  teeth  and  the  rear  sprocket  17  teeth. 


In  vain  the  cycling  tyro  yearns  to  dodge 
just  heaven's  wrath;  his  steed  with  fiendish 
rapture  spurns  the  straight  and  narrow  path! 


According  to  the  reports  of  the  Maine  tax 
assessors,  the  total  number  of  bicycles  in  that 
State  is  15,000  and  the  value  thereof  is  $250,- 
000. 


Taken  as  a  hole,  or  rather  taken  as  a  lot 
of  holes,  the  streets'  of  St.  Joseph  were  never 
excelled;  at  least  that  is  what  the  local  editor 
says. 

One  who  has  observed  the  few  rare  speci- 
mens now  before  the  public  says  a  woman 
steers  ;.n  automobile  the  same  way  she  throws 
a  stone. 


With  head  bent  low  he  scorches  away, — 
skinny,  gaunt  and  slim, — he  covers  ground, 
and  now,  ere  long,  the  ground  will  do  as 
much  for  him. 


When  the  bicycle  first  appeared  in  India 
the  natives  fell  down  and  worshiped  it.  Now 
it  has  come  into  general  use,  and  they  fall 
down  and  cuss  it. 


When  you  come  to  think  of  it,  the  raceless 
yacht  race  is  in  strict  harmony  with  the  horse- 
less carriage,  the  chainless  bicycle  and  several 
other  things  of  the  kind. 


Good  roads  cost  money  and  the  taxpayers 
must  expect  to  pay  for  them.  At  the  same 
time  they  effect,  in  the  end,  a  saving  in  horse 
flesh  and  in  repairs  to  vehicles. 


Avoid  riding  in  crowded  thoroughfares 
with  any  sort  of  a  package  attached  to  handle- 
bars, as  this  prevents  correct  steering,  and 
thus  the  rider  is  easily  upset. 


Bicycles  can  be  sold  without  advertising. 
And  a  man  can  walk  from  New  York  to  Buf- 
falo, but  the  bicycle  is  quicker  and  easier. 
Advertising  makes  selling  easy. 


"What  shall  we  do  with  our  young  girls 
who  ride  bicycles?"  asks  Mrs.  John  A.  Logan. 
Respectfully  referred  to  our  young  men  who 
ride  bicycles  without  recommendation. 


Albert  Shock,  the  long-distance  man,  is 
gathering  together  a  party  to  visit  Buenos 
Ayres,  Rio  Janeiro  and  other  important  places 
where  there  is  bicycle  racing  all  winter. 


One  difference  is  that  a  man  first  learns  to 
ride  a  wheel,  and  then  sometimes  buys  cycle 


T 
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clothes;  and  a  woman  first  buys  some  cycle 
clothes,  and  then  sometimes  learns  to  ride  a 
wheel.  

Hope  is  made  up  of  expectation  and  desire; 
one  may  desire  in  a  wheel  what  one  -does  not 
expect  in  it;  one  may  expect  in  a  wheel  what 
one  does  not  desire  in  it;  all  hope  for  what 
they  both  desire  and  expect. 


Germany  is  trainmg  wolf-hounds  to  send 
against  France's  military  cyclists  if  it  ever 
should  become  necessary,  it  is  said.  The 
hounds  are  instructed,  doubtless,  to  bite  punc- 
tures in  the  tires,  or,  failing,  in  the  calves  of 
the  riders.  

Perhaps  that  automobile  recently  shipped 
from  Boston  to  San  Francisco  is  really  on  its 
way  to  Atkinson's  great  and  good  friend  Agui- 
naldo.  An  automobile  would  come  in  mighty 
handy  to  the  Filipino  boss  when  Fighting  Joe 
Wheeler  gets  after  him. 


At  the  Paris  Exposition  next  year  accom- 
modation will  be  provided  for  twenty-one 
thousand  bicycles.  One  penny  will  be  charged 
for  the  care  of  each  machine,  while  for  2J^d. 
the  attendant  will  convey  it  to  any  gate  the 
rider  may  choose  to  depart  from. 


Riders  of  tandems  should  always  bear  in 
mind  that  their  tires  must  be  pumped  up  very 
hard.  The  weight  being  double,  if  the  tires 
are  allowed  to  remain  soft,  they  are  liable  to 
spread  under  the  wheels,  and  the  dangers  of 
a  side-slip  are  greatly  augmented. 


An  attempt  is  to  be  made  again  to  form  a 
bicycle  workers'  union  in  New  York  by  J.  F. 
Mulholland,  president  of  the  International 
Bicycle  Workers'  Union,  who  is  now  in  town. 
Several  attempts  have  been  made  to  form  a 
union  of  bicycle  workers  here,  but  the  work- 
ers were  not  enthusiastic  over  the  scheme. 


If  any  one  knows  where  Mr.  C.  H.  Marsh  is. 
General  Manager  C.  A.  Benjamin,  of  the 
Olive  Wheel  Company,  Syracuse,  would  like 
to  be  informed.  Mr.  Marsh,  it  seems,  has  one 
of  those  forgetful  memories — that  is,  he  bor- 
rows and  does  not  return.  Bicycles  are  his 
latest  things  to  practice  this  upon. 


To  those  who  ride  every  day,  a  handy 
trouser-clip  is  made  by  sewing  an  ordinary 
hook  and  eye  on  the  trousers  at  the  places 
where  the  hooks  of  the  trouser-clip  usually 
fasten.  The  hook  and  eye  are  so  small  that 
no  one  would  notice  them,  neither  are  they 
in  the  way.  One  good  point  about  this  ar- 
rangement is  that  it  is  always  ready  for  use, 
and  is  never  lost. 


Those  who  ride  bicycles  are  not  enemies  of 
society,  although  nearly  every  day  reports  are 
received  of  malicious  attempts  to  injure  riders 
of  wheels.  The  ignorant  folk  who  imagine 
the  cycle  rider  has  no  right  to  use  the 
streets,  or  even  to  live,  find  it  difficult  to  un- 
derstand that  the  bicycle  has  come  to  stay, 
that  it  is  no  longer  a  toy,  and  has  as  much  of 
a  permanent  means  of  locomotion  as  the 
steam  railroad,  the  trolley  car  or  the  wagon. 
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ADJUSTABLE 


BARS 


ARE   MECHANICALLY  CORRECT. 
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150   NASSAU   STREET, 
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October  26, 


Trade  Conditions  in  Ireland* 


ROBERT  WILSON,  manager  for  the 
Aeolus,  an  English  wheel,  for  the 
whole  of  Ireland,  and  owner  of  a  retail  cycle 
store  in  Dublin,  is  in  this  country  for  a  brief 
stay  on  personal  business  and  pleasure.  He 
came  to  The  Wheel  office  last  week  and 
said  some  things  of  more  or  less  value  to 
exporters  of  bicycles  in  particular  and  to 
the  American  trade  in   general. 

From  Mr.  Wilson's  talk  present  appear- 
ances are  that  there  is  less  likelihood  of  the 
so-called  better  class  of  buyers  losing  in- 
terest in  England,  Ireland  and  Scotland  than 
there  is  here.  What  applies  to  Ireland  ap- 
plies to  the  other  two  countries  as  far  as 
climate  and  its  effects  upon  tempera- 
ment are  concerned,  although,  there  is,  con- 
stitutionally, a  bit  of  difference  between  a 
wild  Irishman  and  a  well-domesticated  Eng- 
lishman. 

Merchants  Rida  to  Business. 

Speaking  for  Ireland,  Mr.  Wilson  said 
that  the  most  desirable  buyers  are,  and  will 
be  from  present  indications,  the  clerk,  the 
merchant,  the  doctor,  and  such  people.  The 
bicycle  has  become  popular,  and  remains  so, 
not  as  a  fad  but  as  a  permanent  institution 
in  the  day-to-day  affairs  of  its  users.  The 
merchant,  for  example,  does  not  use  it 
daily  for  a  year,  and  once  a  month  after  ^that. 
He  continues  to  use  it  daily.  He  has  not 
the  changeable  nature  of  the  Frenchman. 
His  climate  does  not  play  a  continuous  rag- 
tjime  phantasia  'upon  his  nervous  system. 
That  is  the  difficulty  with  the  American 
user.  There  are  days  when  physical  exer- 
cise is  absolutely  distasteful  to  Americans  on 
account  of  the  climate.  Again,  the  winters 
are  not  severe  in  Ireland.  Mr.  Wilson  said 
he  had  seen  more  snow  in  Canada  in  one 
day  than  he  had  seen  in  all  Ireland  for  years. 
Just  now  they  are  having  a  foggy  time  of  it 
over  there,  but  zero  weather  they  do  not 
have  to  contend  with  later  on.  Thirty  de- 
grees above  zero  is  usually  the  most  severe 
degree  of  cold  the  rider  on  the  British  Isles 
has  to  face  in  the  middle  of  winter. 
Rich  Customers  Indeslrabie. 

The  rich  are  not  the  best  customers,  says 
Mr.  Wilson.  A  neighbor  of  his,  also  a  dealer, 
had  some  thought  of  coming  to  America  on  a 
pleasure  jaunt  with  Mr.  Wilson,  but  was  de- 
terred by  the  fact  that  he  had  sold  too  many 
bicycles  to  wealthy  customers.  The  poor  and 
the  middle  class  pay  cash,  or  make  short 
credit  arrangements  and  live  up  to  them. 
The  rich  order  freely  and  do  not  expect  to  be 
hurried  in  the  matter  of  payment.  It  is  a 
tradition.  In  this  country  the  rich  pay  spot 
cash   almost  without  exception. 

Installment  payment  sales  are  infrequent 
there,  and  the  dealer  who  does  sell  in  that 
manner  is  able  to  collect  25  per  cent  more 
than  the  cash  price  of  the  machine.  List 
price  does  not  mean  cash  price  there  as  it  does 
here,  but  the  average  cash  prices  are  higher 
than  ours. 

Workingmen  are  gradually  becoming  the 
major  class  of  cyclists  there  as  here. 


Mr.  Wilson  was  somewhat  surprised  to  find 
that  certain  American  machines,  one  of  which 
sells  here  for  less  than  the  usual  high  grade 
price,  sell  for  considerably  more  money  over 
there.  His  query  on  this  point  was  answered 
by  another  query  as  to  why  a  certain  other 
American  bicycle,  which  in  the  old  days  com- 
manded the  price  of  the  best  on  this  side,  sold 
for  considerably  less  money  in  Europe.  Cir- 
cumstances alter  prices.  Mr.  Wilson  said  that 
low-priced  machines  are  regarded  with  sus- 
picion there,  even  by  the  poorest  buyers.  That 
sort  of  feeling  declined  materially  here  more 
than  a  year  ago,  and  now  exists  to  a  very 
small  degree. 

Traveling  Salesmen  Poorly  Paid. 

Although  the  trade  seems  to  have  long- 
evity, profits  are  not  what  they  were  for  re- 
tailers, and  the  actual  volume  of  business  has 
also  decreased  because  a  greater  percentage 
of  the  public  has  been  supplied  with  wheels. 
The  shrinkage  of  retailers'  profits  has  reacted 
upon  the  manufacturers  and  upon  the  traveling 
salesmen.  Formerly  the  crack  salesmen,  or 
"commercials,"  as  they  are  called  there,  were 
paid  $25  per  week  and  expenses.  Now  the 
average  is  nearer  $10  per  week,  and  many 
travel  for  as  little  as  $5  per  week  and  expenses. 
One  of  the  latter  type  called  upon  Mr.  Wilson 
not  long  ago.  His  clothing  was  old  and  soiled, 
and  his  general  air  did  no  credit  to  his  em- 
ployer nor  the  cycle  trade.  He  was  the  em- 
bodiment of  impoverishment,  and  there  are 
many  like  him. 

Growth   of  Automobilism. 

Automobilism  has  taken  a  strong  hold  in 
Ireland  among  those  able  to  pay  the  prices, 
but  the  smaller  forms,  the  motor-tricycles  and 
quadricycles,  have  not  yet  become  popular, 
and,  according  to  Mr.  Wilson,  are  not  likely 
to  do  so  on  account  of  the  continued  popu- 
larity of  the  bicycle  itself  among  the  better 
class  of  buyers. 

Mr.  Wilson  himself  seems  to  be  an  ex- 
cellent example  of  the  survival  of  the  fittest. 
He  took  the  Aeolus  agency  in  Dublin  five 
years  ago,  and  made  it  popular  by  having  it 
ridden  by  road-riding  leaders  and  by  using 
expensive  five-line  advertisements  in  the  local 
papers.  In  handling  dealers  in  other  cities  he 
did  not  oversell  to  them,  and  generally  speak- 
ing pursued  a  level-headed  course.  So  that 
he  has  not  found  the  business  unprofitable. 


both  in  front  and  behind,  a  number  large 
enough  to  be  seen  at  a  distance,  and  after 
sunset  each  number  must  be  lighted  by  a 
lamp. 

All  automobiles,  autocycles  and  bicycles, 
without  exception,  must  be  provided  with  a 
brake. 

Road  racing  is  forbidden,  except  with  the 
consent  of  the  burgomasters  (mayors)  of  the 
villages  through  which  the  racers  pass. 

The  maximum  speed  allowed  is  30  kilome'- 
ters  (18.G4  miles)  an  hour  in  the  open  country, 
and  12  kilometers  (7.4G  miles)  an  hour  in 
towns. 

Cyclists  are  strictly  enjoined  to  keep  their 
hands  on  the  handles  and  their  feet  on  the 
pedals  while  riding. 

Cyclists  are  allowed  to  choose  their  own 
alarm  bell,  but  rubber-tired  carriages  must 
carry  bells. 


Belgian  Vehicle  Regulations. 

Under  date  of  Brussels,  August  28,  1899, 
Consul  Roosevelt  transmits  the  following: 
The  various  accidents  which  have  caused  so 
much  popular  and  press  agitation  have  at  last 
resulted  in  legislation  on  the  subject  of  car- 
riages, bicycles  and  automobiles,  and  the  fol- 
lowing rules  will  be  enforced  by  the  police: 

All  carriages  must  keep  to  the  right 
throughout  Belgium. 

All  self-propelled  carriages,  not  bearing  the 
regulation- number  of  the  province,  must  carry 
the  owner's  name  and  address. 

All  automobiles  and  autocycles  must  carry, 


How  to  Abbreviate  1900. 

The  judicial  department  of  the  German  Em- 
pire has  recently  been  called  upon  to  pass  on 
the  proper  abbreviation  for  1900.  The  com- 
mon abbreviation  for  1899  is,  of  course,  '99, 
but  the  German  judges  have  decided  that  '00 
Vv'ould  not  do  at  all  for  the  last  year  of  the 
present  century.  Accordingly,  the  year  will 
have  to  be  written  out  in  full  on  all  German 
documents. 


Soudan  Going   Right  Ahead. 

The  work  of  construction  on  the  new  Sou- 
dan cycle  factory  building  in  Elkhart,  Ind., 
has  progresed  rapidly,  and  the  walls  of  the 
structure  are  now  above  the  second  floor. 
The  contractor  confidently  expects  to  have 
the  building  under  roof  and  ready  for  the 
placing  of  the  machinery  before  November  1. 


Two  Good  Fellows. 

The  endless  litigation  in  connection  with 
the  Globe  Cycle  Works,  at  Buffalo,  has 
created  much  sympathy  for  the  old  propri- 
etors, and  their  friends  will  be  glad  to  see 
Messrs.  Pensayers  and  Haberer  once  more 
out  of  the  woods,  as  no  two  more  deserving 
men  are  found  in  the  bicycle  business. 


To  Make    tiectrics. 

The  plant  of  the  Kensington  Bicycle  Co.,  at 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  is  busily  engaged  with  their 
electric  carriage-making,  and  their  bicycle  ar- 
rangements for  1900  seem  to  be  rather  doubt- 
ful at  present,  but  the  company  will  un- 
doubtedly do  something  in  that  line,  as  they 
have  a  good  local  demand. 


Chuckers  Have  Been  Cut. 

Chuckers  have  had  their  wages  reduced  20 
per  cent  and  benders  16  per  cent  in  one  wood- 
rim  factory.  The  explanation  .given  is  that 
the  stock  for  rims  has  greatly  risen  in  price,- 
and  that  the  difference  must  be  made  up  by 
a   reduction  of  wages. 


One  of  the  Three  Oldest. 

Charles  A.  Underwood  has  moved  into  the 
establishment  of  H.  D.  Baylor  &  Co.,  Jamaica 
Plain,  Mass.,  which  he  recently  purchased. 
Mr.  Underwood  now  outranks  in  length  of 
cycle  agency  every  dealer  in  Massachusetts 
except  two. 


Bicycle  Frames  Wanted. 

Eugene  F.  Bates,  Greenville,  S.  C,  writes 
The  Wheel  that  he  desires  figures  on  bicycle 
frames. 
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IMPROVED   CONSTRUCTION 


INCREASES 
SALES 


19  1-2  lbs. 

The  lightest  road  wheel  safe  to  ride.      Send  for  illustration  and  list  of  winnings 

of  the  Eagle  **Quad-Stay"  Racer. 

THE  EAGLE  BICYCLE  MFG.  CO.,  Torrington,  Conn. 

'  •  Kindlv  mention  The  Wheel. 

♦♦♦"^ID   you   ever  have  that  TIRED    FEELING    and   an  ACHING  of  the  soles  of 
^^     your  feet  after  a  long  ride  ?    You  have,   of  course,  and  so  have  we  all. 
We  have  thought  for  years  that  while  the  feeling  was  not  pleasant,  it  was  unavoid- 
able— an  error,  by  the  way.     The 


Record 
^o.9B 

Pedal 

is  constructed  with 
a  view  of  overcom- 


I  "t^^ 


ing  this  painful  and 
common  experi- 
ence. It  is  made 
for  the  express  pur- 
pose of 

RESTING  THE 
FEET... 

and  it  performs  its 
function  admirably 


A  Meritorious  Improvement  in  Pedal  Construction. 
It  will  be  INTERESTING  TO  WATCH  THE   PIRATES. 

HIBBARD,  SPENCER,  BARTLETT  &  CO.,        RECORD    PEDAL   MEG.    CO., 

Chicago,  llh,  ^ 

Distributors  for  Chicago.  221      COlUfflbUS     AVC.,     BOStOfl,   MdSS. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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THE  PRACTICAL  SIDE  OF  AUTOMOBILISM. 


Less  Showy,  but  Much  More  Important  Than  Racing 
—Electricity  to  Be  Tried  — Race  for  the  Cup. 


>.....- 


..•»•»•-.•»• 
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PARIS,  Oct.  10.— There  is  one  side  of  the 
automobile  movement  which  perhaps 
does  not  get  so  much  attention  as  it  might  do. 
At  this  time  of  the  year  the  public  is  vaguely 
aware  that  heavy  motor  cars  are  undergoing 
trials  in  the  neighborhood  of  Paris,  and  they 
may  probably  meet  half  a  dozen  mastodons 
in  the  shape  of  steam  or  electric  omnibuses, 
vans,  wagons  and  trucks,  fully  loaded  with 
passengers  or  bags  of  sand,  and  carrying  an 
official  who  carefully  notes  down  all  the  in- 
cidents of  the  run.  As  the  trials  are  not  so 
exciting  as  a  race,  the  public  passes  them  by, 
but  nevertheless  they  are  vastly  more  im- 
portant than  mere  tests  of  speed,  and  are 
doing  much  to  solve  a  very  important  prob- 
lem as  well  in  the  interests  of  automobile 
users  as  of  manufacturers  themselves.  In  the 
sense  of  utility  the  heavy  cars  are  destined  to 
do  a  valuable  work. 

At  present  the  lighter  vehicles  are  very 
much  of  a  luxury,  which  can  only  be  indulged 
in  by  men  of  means,  and  though  many  firms 
are  trying  to  turn  out  cheap  cars  for  small 
users  it  cannot  be  said  that  they  have  suc- 
ceelded.  There  are  scores  of  different  types 
of  cars  which  can  be  bought  for  $400  or  so, 
but  if  anyone  requires  a  really  serviceable 
vehicle  he  will  have  to  pay  three  or  four  times 
that  amount.  A  cheap  and  nasty  car  is  more 
expensive  in  the  end  than  a  high-priced 
vehicle.  It  is  hardly  likely  that  good  cars  will 
be  sold  at  a  low  figure  tmtil  the  foreigner  steps 
in  and  shows  the  Frenchman  the  secret  of 
doing  business  on  modern  lines  while  content- 
ing himself  with  small  profits  on  a  big  turn- 
over. Until  then  the  ordinary  class  of  users 
will  have  to  be  satisfied  with  the  cycle-built 
machine,  which,  after  all,  is  a  very  serviceable 
vehicle  and  has  the  advantage  of  being  fairly 
reliable  and  relatively  cheap. 

In  heavy  cars  the  situation  is  not  the  same 
as  in  the  ordinary  type  of  automobile,  and  it  is 
yet  none  the  less  interesting  to  the  maker  who 
has  to  build  both  of  them.  Among  the  cars 
competing  in  the  trials  this  week  heavy  steam 
omnibuses  and  wagons  weighing  several  tons 
v/ere  run  by  De  Dion  et  Bouton,  who  also 
build  petroleum  tricycles  and  light  voiturettes. 
A  petroleum  omnibus  was  presented  by  Pan- 
hard  and  Levassor,  who  go  in  for  big  as  well 
as  light  cars.  Krieger  &  Jenatzy  also  had 
heavy  electric  cars.  In  fact  there  are  only  one 
or  two  firms  like  the  Scotte  Company,  who 
specialize  themselves  in  heavy  road  vehicles, 
and  all  the  others  are  ready  to  turn  out  any 
kind  of  car.  They  see  that  the  present  has 
opened  up  an  era  for  the  light  car,  while  the 
future  is  bound  to  bring  in  an  enormous 
business  for  big  cars  capable  of  transporting 
passengers  and  goods  over  the  common 
roads,  and  they  mean  to  profit  from  both 
these  sources  of  activity.  The  only  thing  is 
that  the  future  of  the  big  car  is  likely  to  be  a 
little  way  off. 


Several  public  services  have  been  inaugu- 
rated all  over  the  country  during  the  past 
twelvemonth,  but  none  of  them  has  been 
much  of  a  success.  The  cars  are  not  reliable 
enough.  They  are  too  heavy  and  cumber- 
some, and  makers  have  not  yet  got  into  the 
knack  of  turning  out  really  trustworthy  vehi- 
cles. The  trials  this  week  have  shown  that 
very  little  has  been  done  in  improving  the 
cars  during  the  past  twelvemonth.  De  Dion 
has  increased  the  strength  of  his  steam 
wagons  and  cut  down  the  weight  of  his  om- 
nibus by  using  what  he  calls  "a  new  metal," 
concerning  the  composition  of  which  he 
makes  a  great  pretence  to  secrecy.  The  great 
thing,  however,  is  the  efficiency  and  economy 
of  the  mechanism,  and  this  has  not  undergone 
the  slightest  change  since  the  last  trials. 

If  steam  is  unable  to  make  much  headway 
there  is  no  doubt  that  electricity  is  coming  to 
the  fore.  The  great  drawback  of  most  of  the 
electric  vans  is  that  the  batteries  take  up  so 
much  room  that  there  is  only  a  limited  space 
for  the  goods  to  be  carried.  The  makers 
claim  that  the  vans  can  do  a  run  of  about  35 
miles  with  a  single  charge,  but  on  only  a  few 
occasions  could  they  succeed  in  doing  so 
during  the  trials.  The  lighter  carriages  will 
cover  a  much  longer  distance,  and  with  fa- 
cilities for  recharging  they  can  go  anywhere 
and  do  almost  anything.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  electricity  will  become  a  very  favorite 
power  in  the  future. 

Charging  stations  are  being  laid  down  all 
around  Paris  for  the  express  purpose  of  re- 
charging the  batteries  of  automobiles,  and  it 
appears  that  the  company  which  was  formed 
some  months  ago  to  establish  charging 
stations  all  along  the  road  between  Paris  and 
Brussels  will  set  to  work  shortly,  while  it  was 
given  to  the  writer  as  a  close  secret  that  a 
project  is  on  foot  for  organizing  similar  sta- 
tions on  the  road  between  Paris  and  Bor- 
deaux. It  may  be  that  the  project  will  not  be 
put  into  execution  for  a  long  while  to  come, 
for  it  would  require  a  considerably  larger 
number  of  electric  cars  than  are  now  running 
to  make  the  venture  pay. 

The  Automobile  Club  has  had  to  consider 
this  week  what  it  is  going  to  do  with  the 
challenge  cup  which  was  recently  offered  by 
James  Gordon  Bennett,  who  divides  his  at- 
tention pretty  equally  between  the  motor  car 
and  what  the  French  call  the  hippomobile.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  Mr.  Bennett  will  do  much 
to  stimulate  international  racing  by  the  offer 
of  his  cup.  The  club  intends  to  put  it  up  for 
competition  between  international  teams  to 
be  composed  of  one,  two  or  three  cars  on  each 
side,  and  the  victory  is  to  be  decided  not  by 
points  but  by  the  actual  winner.  The  Auto- 
mobile Club  of  Great  Britain  is  having  a  car 
built  in  England  especially  for  these  races  next 
year. 


The  postmen  have  got  their  automobiles,  or 
at  least  some  of  them  have.  Half  a  dozen 
motor  tricycles,  bicycles  and  light  cars  have 
been  conveying  postmen  around  the  city  to 
clear  the  letter  boxes,  and  it  is  found  that  there 
is  a  saving  of  at  least  a  quarter  of  an  hour  on 
each  round,  while  one  automobilist  will  do  the 
work  of  two  postmen.  The  trials  will  con- 
tinue for  two  weeks,  and  if  the  Minister  of 
Posts  and  Telegraphs  is  as  satisfied  at  the  end 
of  that  time  as  he  was  on  the  first  few  days 
we  shall  have  automobilists  all  over  the  city 
for  clearing  the  boxes  and  conveying  the 
mails.  The  motor  car  is  certainly  going 
ahead. 


Did  Not  Connect  Satisfactorily. 

The  Continental  Automobile  Co.  announced 
on  Monday  that  12,200  shares  of  the  preferred 
stock  have  been  subscribed  for  up  to  date. 
This  is  not  quite  one-half  of  the  amount  of- 
fered, but  it  is  likely  that  the  company  will  be 
organized,  and  the  three  concerns  amal- 
gamated. 

The  prospectus  announced  that  shares  rep- 
resenting $3,500,000  of  the  preferred  stock 
would  be  offered  for  public  subscription.  It 
is  not  known  whether  an  underwriting  syndi- 
cate will  take  charge  of  the  balance  not  yet 
subscribed. 

At  the  office  of  the  company  it  was  said  yes- 
terday, that  on  Friday  next  an  important 
nieeting  of  the  directors  and  promoters  would 
take  place,  at  which  it  is  expected  the  com- 
pany would  be  organized. 

The  Continental  company  tried  to  dispose  of 
$3,500,000  of  its  6  per  cent  preferred  stock  at 
par  in  this  market.  Aside  from  the  fact  that 
the  concern  was  new  and  untried  as  to  earn- 
ing power,  the  money  market  at  present 
hardly  encourages  investments  of  this  charac- 
ter, the  stock  in  the  judgment  of  financial  ex- 
perts being  held  entirely  too  high.  Preferred 
shares  of  companies  of  well-established  earn- 
ing power,  paying  from  6  to  7  per  cent  in 
dividends,  can  be  bought  from  20  to  40  per 
cent  below  par,  then  why  should  the  public  be 
expected  to  invest  at  par  in  an  outfit  that  will 
have  the  bitterest  kind  of  competition  from 
the  very  start?  There  are  now,  as  far  as  can 
be  learned,  81  chartered  automobile  compan- 
ies, with  the  modest  little  capital  of  $430,000,- 
000. 


Still  Bucking  the  Inevitable. 

Three  hundred  manufacturers  of  carriages, 
harness  and  accessories,  from  all  parts  of  the 
country,  met  at  the  tenth  annual  convention 
of  the  National  Carriage  and  Harness  Deal- 
ers' Association,  at  the  Grand  Central  Palace, 
last  week,  when  the  members  listened  to  the 
annual  report  of  President  Sargeant  and  later 
elected  officers  for  the  coming  year.  Asked 
if  any  but  the  makers  of  horse-drawn  vehicles 
had  been  welcome,  one  of  the  leading  lights 
of  the  carriage  makers  said: 

"Automobiles  have  not  yet  been  admitted 
to  our  cult — nothing  is  on  exhibition  here 
which  does  not  require  horses.  Our  idea  of 
carriages  embraces  horses  to  move  them.  I 
don't  know  how  long  we  will  be  able  to  hold 
to  this  idea." 


One  More  Down  East. 

Baldwin  Automobile  Co.,  Augusta,  Me. 
Manufacturing  automobiles.  Capital,  .$200,000. 
Incorporators:  H.  Fraser.  of  Providence,  R. 
I.;  C.  L.  Andrews,  D.  Bowman,  both  of  Au- 
gusta. 
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NOT  MADE   BY  A  TRUST. 

^  ^  1900  ^  ^ 

National  Bicycles 


♦ 
t 

♦ 
♦ 


ARE  NOW  READY. 
Just  a  little  better  than  ever  before^  $40=  to  S7S—    • 


If  you  want  to  be  assured  of 
your  1900  business  get  the 
National  Agency  early.  Our 
traveler  will  call  on  you 
with  samples  as  soon  as  you 
are  ready  to  see  him. 

LET    US    KNOW    YOUR    WISHES. 
Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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ON  EVERY  BICYCLE  WE  MAKE. 


SH<JH'®+(^H•®4<S•HsH<S+0•^®•}K5^K5^^  ®^(SH<^H<^>HS•^®4<^)4•®•^®4<^H•®^•®^KsH^ 


Clusters  (Drop  Forgings.) 

Expanders. 


(Combination 
Head  61ip. 


Dimensions: 
1%.  head  and  i%  branch,  No.  1017. 
1%  head  and  i}i  branch,  No.  1 017^4. 


We  are  sales  agents 
for  these  Clusters 
and   Expanders. 


We  have  made  arrangements  to  furnish  Expanders  and  Clusters 
with  our  Frame  Sets,  as  well  as  Handle-Bar  Clamps  and  Seat-Post 
Binders.  The  Expanders  have  been  in  use  for  the  last  two  years,  and 
are  considered  the  best  in  the  market.    Made  in  the  following  sizes: 


This  Cluster  is  machine 
from  a  Drop  Forging.  Mac. 
for  either  i^  or  i^  post  and 
bar,  and  %  x  ao  Rear  Stays. 
Seat- Post  Angle,  70°  .  Angle 
of  Rear  Stays,  53°. 


The  H.  R.  Matthews  Mfg.  Co.,  Seymour,  Conn.,  U.  S.  A. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


Catalogs  now  ready.  5^ 
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WHAT  DID  HE  \IAKE? 


Two  Versions  of  the  Profit  Wliich  Was  Supposed  to 

Be  Derived  from  a  Deal  in 

Bicycles. 

One  of  those  poor,  kind  souls  who  go 
through  life  asking  questions  to  bother  other 
people,  came  into  the  office  the  other  da)'  and 
asked  this  one:  An  agent  sold  a  bicycle  for 
$5U;  afterwards  he  bought  it  back  for  $40,  and 
resold  it  for  $45.  How  much  did  he  make? 
Believing  the  province  of  an  editor  to  be  like 
that  of  the  middle  man  in  a  minstrel  show,  we 
promptly  gave  it  up,  and  then  the  questioner 
held  forth  in  this  fashion: 

"If  I  sell  a  wheel  for  $50,  and  then  get  it 
back  for  $40,  or,  what  is  exactly  the  same 
thing,  can  get  it  from  the  factory  at  wholesale 
for  $40,  I  made  $10  on  that  sale.  Now,  if  an- 
other rider  in  the  same  house  also  wants  a 
wheel,  and  I  say:  'Well,  now,  so  long  as  it  is 
in  the  same  place,  and  will  be  but  one  delivery, 
I  will  throw  off  $5  from  the  second  wheel,' 
I  would  make  $5  more.  It  is  self-evident  that 
if  I  made  $10  by  selling  a  wheel  for  $50,  I 
would  make  $5  when  I  sold  one  for  $45.  This 
may  be  a  difficult  problem  for  some  people, 
but  for  a  bicycle  agent  it  is  a  dead  easy  way 
to  make  $15,  and  I  should  so  enter  it  in  my 
sales-book." 

When  the  gentleman  had  gone  down  the 
elevator  the  bookkeeper  stuck  his  head  out  of 
his  coop,  rubbered  until  he  was  certain  the 
questioner  had  really  gone,  and  then  he  said  to 
the  editor: 

"That  fellow's  off  his  calculator.  I  heard  all 
he  said,  and  what  he  told  you  don't  go.  Here 
is  the  way  the  whole  thing  pans  out:  At  the 
beginning  of  the  transaction  the  agent  has  a 
bicycle  worth  $50,  which  represents  his  assets 
or  stock  in  trade.  Its  value  is  confirmed  by 
the  sale  for  $50.  He  then  buys  it  back  for  $40, 
so  that  his  assets,  represented  by  a  bicycle 
worth  $50,  and  $10  cash,  are  raised  to  $60.  He 
now  sells  the  machine  for  $45,  which  is  $5 
less  than  it  is  worth,  so  he  loses  $5  by  this 
last  sale  and  reduces  his  assets  to  $55.  As  he 
began  business  with  $50,  and  now  has  but  $55, 
he  has  made  exactly  $5  profit,  and  that  is  all 
there  is  to  it." 

Whereupon  the  editor  propounded  to  him- 
self the  famous  query,  "Where  am  I  at?"  and 
let  it  go  at  that. 


Not  Interested  in  Any  Combine. 

Secretary  Clifton,  of  the  George  N.  Pierce 
Co.,  Buffalo,  in  conversation  with  a  Wheel 
man  last  week,  stated  that  his  firm  were  not 
interested  in  any  combination  whatsoever  and 
would  not  be.  "We  will  g<5  on  paddling 
our  own  canoe,  as  formerly,"  said  Mr.  Clif- 
ton, "and  we  are  friendly  disposed  toward 
everybody."  Mr.  Clifton's  statement  was 
echoed  by  the  always  genial  Geo.  N.  Pierce, 
president  of  the  company,  and  by  Manager 
May. 


OLD  TIMERS. 


One  of  the  Pioneer  Firms  in  the  Saddle  and  Leather 
Goods  Line. 

Few  of  the  old  timers  there  arc  in  the  trade 
who  do  not  know  the  name  and  high  reputa- 
tion of  the  J.  J.  Warren  Co.,  Worcester,  Mass. 
For  now  these  many  years  the  Warren  Com- 
pany have  supplied  the  biggest  and  the  best 
of  the  cycle  makers  with  their  leather  goods, 


and  the  Warren  Company  are  just  as  compe- 
tent to  do  so  to-day,  not  only  for  the  big  fel- 
lows, but  for  the  medium  and  the  little  fellows, 
too.  In  connection  with  the  cuts  here  shown 
the  Warren  Company  say: 

"We  can  offer  tool-bags  in  any  style  or 
shape,  and  those  in  the  illustrations  merely 
represent  some  of  our  leading  and  up-to-date 
patterns.  Our  bags  are  furnished  in  black, 
russet  and  brown  colors  of  leather,  and  will 
match  almost  any  saddle  on  the  market;  are 
handsomely  embossed  with  an  ornamental 
border,  and  are  satisfactory  goods  in  every 
way,  both  in  quality  and  finish.  We  make 
several  qualities,  and  can  quote  prices  for  this 
equipment  for  high  grade,  medium  and  low 
grade    wheels.      Our    output   in    the    tool-bag 


line  is  probably  the  largest  of  any  house  in 
the  United  States,  and  with  increased  facil- 
ities for  manufacturing  we  are  in  position  to 
handle  to  advantage  any  contracts  entrusted 
to  us. 

"Our  leather  grips  are  an  article  of  merit, 
and  have  proven  to  be  highly  popular  with  the 
trade.  We  use  the  best  quality  of  cowhide 
grained  leather  only  in  their  production,  and 
are  the  sole  manufacturers  of  this  article, 
every  grip  being  plainly  stamped  with  our 
name.  These  come  in  a  dozen  different  colors 
of  leather  and  in  any  standard  bore;  will  out- 
wear a  dozen  pair  of  ordinary  grips,  and  al- 
though the  first  cost  is  higher  than  the  -na- 


jority  of  grips  on  the  market,  they  are  by  far 
the  cheapest  in  the  long  run." 


The  Oldest  Skate  Maker. 

M.  C.  Henley,  of  Richmond,  Ind.,  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  Henley  Bicycle  and  Roller 
Skate  Works,  is  keeping  pace  with  the  times 
and  has  brought  out  a  new  ball-bearing 
skate,  for  which  he  claims  great  durability, 
together  with  easy  and  light  running  quali- 
ties, all  the  bearings  in  the  wheels  having 
finely  ground  and  hardened  cups  and  cones, 
and  superior   construction   throughout. 

Mr.  Henley  is  the  oldest  manufacturer  of 
■  roller  skates,  having  been  before  the  public 
as  such  for  the  past  20  years,  and  probably  has 
a  larger  plant  for  the  production  of  these 
goods  than  any  other.  This,  with  his  experi- 
ence, and  the  time  and  attention  he  has 
given  to  the  manufacture  of  these  skates 
should  entitle  him  to  full  credit  for  the  claims 
he  makes  for  the  goods,  which  he  is  now  put- 
ting on  the  market  in  great  quantities. 


MANSON'S  RAPID  GROWTH. 


Output  of  Sixteen  Thousand  Bicycles  in  Fifth  Year, 
Beginning  with  Nothing. 

Five  hundred  dollars  was  the  total  value  of 
Manson  Cycle  Co.  assets  five  years  ago.  To- 
day the  company  is  well  known  throughout 
the  country.  Its  output  the  past  season,  about 
16,000  machines,  was  sold  through  about  400 
agents  and  jobbers.  L.  H.  Manson,  the  pre- 
siding genius,  is  a  man  of  humor  as  well  as 
business,  as  several  recent  anti-combine  sa- 
tires written  by  him  show. 


Short  Stories  of  the  Trade. 

Columbus  Cycle  Co.,  of  Columbus,  O.,  have 
been  succeeded  by  A.  S.  Dudley. 

The  bicycle  store  of  C.  Riess,  at  Shepherd, 
Mich.,  has  been  damaged  by  fire. 

Pierce  Cycle  Co.,  dealers  in  bicycles  at 
Mt.  Clemons,  Mich.,  have  filed  bill  of  sale  for 
$150. 

G.  W.  Warriner,  a  Denver,  Col.,  bicycle 
dealer,  has  recorded  a  chattel  mortgage  for 
$235. 

F.  A.  Wiiske,  a  bicycle  dealer  at  Cham- 
paign, 111.,  has  recorded  a  chattel  mortgage 
for  $374. 

J.  A.  Montgomery,  dealer  in  bicycles,  etc., 
at  Brunswick,  Ga.,  has  gone  into  involuntary 
bankruptcy. 

Louis  Blank,  a  dealer  in  bicycles  at  Vic- 
toria, British  Columbia,  has  filed  a  bill  of 
sale  for  $500. 

Harry  S.  Crane,  dealer  in  bicycles  at 
Quincy,  Mass.,  has  recorded  a  chattel  mort- 
gage for  $100,  and  assigned. 


Have  a  Host  of  Friends. 

The  unfortunate  financial  predicament  of 
the  Shone-Hanna  Co.,  dealers  in  parts  and 
sundries,  of  Rochester,  is  regretted  by  the 
many  friends  of  Messrs.  Shone  and  Bradley, 
who  are  young  and  energetic,  hut  had  not 
sufficient  capital  to  swing  the  business  and 
compete  successfully  with  better  equipped 
financial  concerns. 
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The    BMR    for    1900    is 


— V--I -x. 


BRENNAN.  PAT.DtC.14.97    (Li>:  }  ) 


Cbe  Brcnitan, 


SIIVIPLICITY 


AND 


MADE    BY 


DURABILITY. 


__^__  It  has   talking 

Brennan  nandle-Bar  Co,,  points  that  wm 

help  the  sale  of 
SYRACUSE,   N.   Y.  your  wheels. 


Sole  Selling 
Agents,  .    . 


CROSBY  &  MAYER  GO., 


♦  ♦♦♦MM»444 


HAVE  YOU  INSPECTED  THE 

Hunter  Hubs? 

YOU  SHOULD  BEFORE  PURCHASING. 
THEY  SHOW  UNEQUALED  MERITS... 

Hunter  Arms  Co., 

F=\JI-TON,     N.    V. 

Sole  Selling  Agents,  CROSBY  &  MAYER  CO.,  Buffalo,   N.  Y. 

Kindly   mention  The   Wheel. 


-•»••••-•»••••»•«•«•»•»•» 


; WRITE    FOR    SAMPLES    AND    PRICES    ON    OUR     LINE; 


FOR 


1900 


We  make  GOOD  Chains.       We  guarantee  our  GOODS,  and  make  our  guarantee  GOOD. 


Send  360.  for  Aluminum  Fob.  Oold  Plated,  $1. 


INDIANA  CHAIN 


COMPANY, 

INDIANAPOLIS, 

INDIANA. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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October  26, 


Don't  Worry^ — Work* 


WHEN  the  Spanish  fire  on  San  Juan  Hill 
became  almost  unbearable  some  of  the 
Rough  Riders  began  to  swear.  Colonel  Wood, 
with  the  wisdom  of  a  good  leader,  called  out 
amid  the  whistle  of  the  Mauser  bullets,  "Don't 
swear — fight!" 

The  advice  is  good  for  other  places  than  the 
battle-field.  Translated  into  the  language  of 
every-day  business  life.  Colonel  Wood's  order 
means,  "Don't  worrj' — work."  Don't  waste 
your  energy  in  swearing,  but  take  the  time  to 
shoot  straight.  Don't  waste  your  strength  hi 
worrying  and  fretting,  but  save  it  all  for  work 
— intelligent,  thoughtful,  unremitting  work. 
That  is  the  policy  that  wins  victories  in  trade, 
as  well  as  on  battle-fields. 

Steady,  dogged,  concentrated  work  solves 
most  of  the  problems  of  life.  Fussy,  fretful, 
timorous  worrying  only  increases  the  difficul- 
ties ahead  and  robs  one  of  the  power  to  clear 
the  real  obstacles  out  of  the  path. 

Look  out  for  the  man  who  "says  nothing 
and  saws  wood."  Look  out  for  the  man  who 
works  and  never  worries.  These  are  the  men 
who  are  destined  to  stand  as  victors  on  the 
world's  San  Juans. 

The  practical  man,  familiar  with  all  the  de- 
tails of  the  cycle  business,  with  a  purpose  di- 
rectly ahead  of  him,  and  with  a  determination 
to  reach  that  purpose,  is  the  man  who  wastes 
no  energy  or  time  in  worrying.  He  reserves 
all  his  strength  to  be  coined  into  industry.  He 
fritters  away  none  of  life's  precious  beats  in 
futile  worry,  but  saves  them  all  to  be  applied 
in  productive  work. 

Concentrated,  well  organized,  carefully  con- 
ducted work,  nine  times  out  of  ten,  means  suc- 
cess in  any  business.    Fussing  and  fuming  and 


worrying  over  conditions  or  competition,  or 
this  thing  or  that  thing,  merely  consume  so 
much  vital  force  that  should  go  into  useful 
work. 

Every  man  possesses  a  certain  amount  of 
vital  energy  or  life  to  spend  in  activity  of  brain 
or  hand  or  otherwise.  He  may  waste  it  in 
worry,  or  he  may  use  it  in  profitable  work;  he 
may  consume  it  in  drinking  and  excesses,  or 
he  may  invest  it  in  building  up  a  great  com- 
mercial establishment;  the  point  is  that  what- 
ever he  uses  in  the  one  way  he  will  not  have 
for  use  in  the  other  way. 

If  your  rival  seems  to  be  forging  ahead  of 
you,  don't  swear  and  worry,  but  save  your 
breath  and  strength  to  grapple  with  the  prac- 
tical problem  of  how  to  give  your  customers 
more  seasonable  and  attractive  goods  and  bet- 
ter bargains. 

Keep  your  eyes  fixed  on  the  wants  of  your 
customers,  for  if  you  can  supply  these  per- 
fectly, or  more  perfectly  than  any  one  else, 
there  will  no  longer  be  anything  to  worry 
about.  Frequent  personal  visits  to  your  home 
jobbing  market,  supplemented  with  frequent 
orders  for  the  newest  wheels  and  patterns  and 
specialties,  will  do  a  thousand  times  more 
good  than  all  the  brooding  and  grumbling  you 
could  crowd  into  a  lifetime. 

Put  the  extra  vitality  into  painstaking  care 
to  supply  the  slightest  wish  of  every  custo- 
mer, even  when  the  order  is  smaller  than  the 
trouble  it  takes  to  fill  it.  That  sort  of  effort 
builds  up  trade,  while  aimless  worrying  only 
kills  trade  and  kills  yourself.  Be  one  of  the 
successful  ones  in  the  trade  by  applying  Col- 
onel Wood's  advice  to  yourself.  Don't  swear, 
but  fight.    Don't  worry,  but  work. 


The  Chaintess-Gear  City. 

Rochester  bids  fair  to  become  the  great 
■chainless-gear  city  of  the  world,  as  there  is 
now  in  successful  manufacture  there  three 
prominent  gears,  viz.,  the  Sager,  Spinroller 
and  the  Bullis,  all  of  which  will  be  pushed  en- 
ergetically. The  Sager  is  the  oldest,  and 
there  is  little  to  choose  between  the  other  two 
in  age,  and  all  have  their  good  points.  Mr. 
Sager  told  The  Wheel  man  that  the  1900 
Sager  would  be  all  that  a  chainless  gear 
should  be,  and  Robert  Thomson,  the  veteran 
Rochester  agent,  is  much  pleased  with  the 
demand  for  the  Spinroller.  The  Rochester 
Cycle  Co.  will  use  the  latter.  The  Bullis  peo- 
ple have  just  issued  an  elaborate  catalogue, 
showing  and  describing  their  gear  in  detail, 
which  will  be  sent  to  everyone  asking  for 
same. 


Goldhamer  Files  Report. 

William  M.  Goldhamer,  doing  business  as 
the  American  Plating  &  Cycle  Co.,  at  No. 
70  East  Prospect  street,  Cleveland,  O.,  against 
whom  involuntary  bankruptcy  proceedings 
were  instituted  a  few  days  ago,  filed  an  answer 
and  inventory.  Goldhamer  says  that  his  lia- 
bilities are  $7,256.17,  and  his  assets  $6,878.17. 


Some  Real  Arguments. 

It  pays  far  better  to  advertise  liberally  in 
one  trade  paper  than  to  use  insignificant  space 
in  half  a  dozen.  Concentrate  rather  than  scat- 
ter your  fire,  and  you'll  bring  down  more 
birds. 

The  man  who  advertises  spasmodically  is 
forgotten  between  issues,  while  the  announce- 
ment of  his  rival  who  believes  in  continuous 
advertising  is  staring  the  reader  in  the  face 
week  after  week,  and  will  surely  produce  re- 
sults. A  little  money,  spent  in  a  niggardly, 
now-and-then  sort  of  way  is  practically 
wasted. 

An  advertiser  should  regularly  issue  attrac- 
tive printed  matter,  something  terse,  timely 
and  daintily  printed.  It  gives  people  the  idea 
that  you  are  ever  on  the  alert,  and  that  your 
bid  for  business  is  not  confined  to  one  or  two 
hackneyed  arguments. 

Add  a  line  or  so  to  your  trade-paper  ad- 
vertisement saying  you  will  send  the  booklet, 
catalogue  or  what-not  to  any  reader  desir- 
ing it. 

The  Wheel's  circulation  is  for  the  most 
pnrt  among  people  who  read  it  every  week 
throughout  the  year.  It  is  therefore  a  better 
medium  for  the  advertiser  than  a  publication 


with  a  changeable,  transient,  news-stand  cir- 
culation. ■  It  is  more  thoroughly  read,  and 
everything  in  it,  including  the  advertising, 
has  more  weight  with  the  reader. 

Too  many  advertisers  place  their  business 
in  a  blind,  confident,  groping-in-the-dark  way. 
You  will  be  dollars  ahead  at  the  end  of  the 
year  if  you  will  thoroughly  systematize  your 
advertising  department,  outline  a  certain  pol- 
icy at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  hew  to  it. 
Key  your  advertisement,  keep  strict  account 
of  returns  and  endeavor  to  trace  the  source  of 
every  order  you  receive.  This  will  give  you 
a  knowledge  of  the  value  of  mediums  that 
will  prove  invaluable. 


Sliort  Buffalo  Tips. 

Mr.  E.  X.  Ludlow,  of  the  New  York  of^ce 
of  the  American  Saddle  Co.,  was  in  Buffalo 
last  week  and  secured  a  very  nice  order  from 
George  N.  Pierce  &  Co.,  as  well  as  other  or- 
ders from  the  local  manufacturers.  Mr.  Jyne, 
the  Main  street,  Buffalo,  distributor  for  Co- 
lumbus bicycles,  expected  to  get  definite  word 
from  his  company  this  week  in  regard  to 
product  and  prices  for  next  year.  H.  C.  Mar- 
ton,  the  veteran  dealer  of  Buffalo,  and  a  peer 
among  salesmen,  is  in  demand,  as  usual,  as  an 
agent,  and  the  usual  crop  of  proposals  which 
arrive  in  the  fall  has  been  received  by  the 
Buffalo  man. 


Trying  a  Change. 

The  Fairbanks  Wood  Rim  Co.,  Bradford, 
Pa.,  are  closing  some  nice  contracts  for  the 
last  of  the  century.  Messrs.  Bailey  and  Wilcox 
were  engaged  in  a  skirmish  through  the  East 
last  week,  and  the  factory  was  in  the  good 
care  of  the  father  of  wood  rims,  the  accom- 
plished Mr.  Fairbanks,  who  told  the  wheel- 
men in  Bradford  last  week  that  he  was  grad- 
ually forgetting  cultured  Boston,  and  getting 
fairly  used  to  the  oil-perfumed  neighborhood 
of  Bradford. 


Round  the  Rink. 

L.  M.  Richardson,  president  of  the  Richard- 
son Ball  Bearing  Skate  Co.,  declares  that  he 
has  ample  proof  that  the  revival  of  roller 
skating  has  already  begun.  Further,  he  says 
that  Walter  Sanger  and  Tom  Cooper  have 
both  concluded  that  there  is  plenty  of  sport 
and  glory  in  roller  skate  racing,  and  have 
each  ordered  a  full  equipment  of  Richardson 
roller  racers  for  winter  use. 


These  Make  Smooth  Your  Way. 

If  there  is  any  special  reward  for  those  who 
make  smooth  the  passing  of  others  along 
life's  highway,  then  the  name  of  Dixon  will 
stand  close  to  the  top  of  any  such  list.  If  you 
want  thoroughly  to  appreciate  what  one  con- 
cern has  done  and  is  doing  to  reduce  the 
friction  of  life  send  to  the  Joseph  Dixon  Cru- 
cible Co.,  Jersey  City,  for  details,  which  will 
prove  interesting  and  instructive. 


New  Bliss  Office. 

The  E.  W.  Bliss  Co.,  the  great  Brooklyn 
manufacturers  of  special  machinery,  presses, 
dies  and  the  like,  announce  that  their  Chicago 
office  has  been  removed  from  West  Wash- 
ington street  to  22-24-26  South  Canal  street. 
Mr.  W.  S.  Smith  still  in  charge.  At  the  new 
office  they  will  carry  a  complete  line  of  their 
standard  machines. 
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WH/VT  THE  NIMBER  AMOINTED  TO. 


A  Test  Case  Out  in  Minnesota  Regarding  Numerical 

Valuation  When  Attached  to  a 

Bicycle. 

Here's  the  way  they  are  telling  this  story 
in  Minneapolis: 

It  was  fourteen  months  ago  when  A.  P. 
Loomis  found  the  frame  of  a  bicycle  near  the 
court  house,  and  took  it  to  the  basement  for 
safekeeping.  It  remained  there  for  a  long 
time,  and,  as  there  was  no  one  to  claim  it, 
Loomis  would  never  have  thought  of  it  more 
had  not  a  protege  of  his,  a  bright  boy,  the 
only  support  of  his  mother,  mentioned  the 
fact  that  if  he  owned  a  bicycle  he  could  get  a 
good  position. 

So  in  the  kindness  of  his  heart  Loomis 
hunted  up  the  old  frame,  took  it  to  a  bicycle 
hospital  and  had  it  built  into  a  bicycle,  paying 
$25  for  the  wheels,  sprockets,  chain,  saddle, 
handle-bar  and  all  the  rest.  He  delivered  a 
fine  'bicycle  to  the  boy,  and  allowed  him  to 
pay  for  it  by  bits,  whenever  he  could,  making 
him  a  present  of  $10  worth  of  it. 

The  boy  secured  his  position  and  rode  the 
wheel  a  year,  but  he  became  hard  up  the  other 
day,  so  he  went  to  a  second-hand  store  and 
sold  his  wheel  for  $9.  There  is  where  the 
story  really  begins.  A  police  officer  hap- 
pened along  and  spotted  the  wheel  as  a  stolen 
one. 

The  "owner"  was  found,  and  the  boy  was 
approached  and  threatened  that  unless  he  paid 
the  second-hand  man  the  $9  and  thus  released 
the  wheel,  there  would  be  trouble.  Of  course, 
the  boy  went  to  Loomis,  and  Loomis  laid 
down  the  law  to  the  ofificer  and  the  alleged 
owner  of  the  wheel. 

"How  do  you  know  it's  your  wheel?"  he 
asked  of  the  man. 

"By  the  number,  of  course,"  was  the  confi- 
dent reply.  "It's  been  enameled  over,  but 
there  is  the  number  on  the  frame." 

"Is  that  so?"  said  Loomis.  "Recognize  any 
of  the  other  parts?" 

"Oh,  only  in  a  general  way.  That's  my 
wheel,  all  right  enough." 

"Well,  young  man,"  said  Loomis,  "all  there 
is  of  that  wheel  that  was  originally  yours  is 
the  number,  and  the  whole  wheel  has  been 
built  around  it.  You  can  take  your  number 
and  be  blamed,  but  leave  the  rest." 

"No,  the  wheel  goes  with  the  number." 

So  there  is  a  deadlock  at  that  point.  The 
circumstance  opens  up  a  new  industry,  for 
sharp  people  might  copy  by  design  the  scheme 
that  happened  by  chance  and  get  a  nice  new 
wheel  cheap  by  letting  the  numbers  lay  around 
loose  until  they  found  someone  foolish  enough 
to  build  a  wheel  around  the  number. 


Conservative  and  Successful. 

The  Rochester  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  who  have 
always  done  a  conservative  and  successful 
business  for  nearly  twenty  years,  are  closing 
their  1899  business,  which  has  been  the  most 
successful  of  any  previous  year.  Both  the 
business  methods  and  the  workmanship  of 
their  goods  have  always  placed  the  above  com- 
pany on  a  high  basis  among  dealers  and  rid- 
ers, and  they  have  carrie-d  out  a  well-defined 
policy  as  to  production,  and  it  has  been  their 
good  fortune  to  generally  close  each  year 
with  little  or  none  of  the  year's  product  on 
hand.  As  is  well  known,  President  Canfield 
is  the  mechanical  man  of  the  firm,  and  each 
year  has  found  him  fully  abreast  of  competi- 


tors in  the  way  of  attractive  models.  Mr. 
Benjamin,  a  splendid  business  man,  is  the 
office  directing  force,  and  the  fact  of  the  firm 
discounting  all  their  bills  this  year  proves 
that  the  Rochester  Cycle  Co.  are  on  a  solid 
financial  basis.  The  company  next  year  will 
be  able  to  satisfy  the  most  exacting  rider  or 
agent,  as  they  will  come  away  with  a  complete 
line  from  juvenile  up.  The  juvenile  for  girls 
and  boys  will  list  at  .$-22.50  and  $25;  then  will 
come  a  new  wheel,  called  the  Independent, 
$25  to  $30,  also  for  both  sexes.  The  well- 
known  Athlete  bicycle  made  by  this  firm  will 
list  at  $35;  then  will  come  the  old  reliable 
Rochester,  listing  at  $40,  and  Mr.  Benjamin 
says  it  will  be,  as  usual,  of  good  value  and 
with  some  new  ideas  embodied  in  its  con- 
struction. The  Special,  something  of  rare 
vintage,  will  be  a  sort  of  racer.  The  Roches- 
ter and  Athlete  will  be  fitted  with  the  Mor- 
row coaster. and  brake.  A  chainless,  fitted 
with  a  Spinroller  gear,  will  list  at  $60.  The 
firm  will  start  out  a  larger  force  of  travelers 
than  formerly  November  1.  Mr.  Benjamin,  a 
brother  of  the  secretai-j',  is  already  in  the 
West  taking  orders. 


Closing  Contracts  A-plenty. 

The  Acme  Malleable  Iron  Works,  Buffalo, 
N.  Y.,  report  that  they  are  already  closing 
contracts  with  bicycle  manufacturers  for  1900. 
Proprietor  E.  G.  Flethousen  is  at  present  out 
of  town,  and  the  manager  of  sales,  W.  C. 
Letchworth,  is  in  charge  during  the  chief's 
absence. 

0^ 

Coiled  Around  the  Core,   (na   \ 

This  is  the  coiled  leather  grip  made  by  the 
Detroit  Leather  Goods  Mfg.  Co.,  who  claim 


it   to    be    most    serviceable   as    well    as    orna- 
mental.   

-         An  Added  Attraction  in  Seat-Posts. 

The  Standard  Welding  Co.,  of  Cleveland, 
have  still  further  enhanced  the  attractiveness 
of  their  well-known  line  of  electrically  welded 
cycle  fittings  by  the  announcement  of  a  seat- 
post  fitted  with  a  thoroughly  reliable  ex- 
pander. Formerly  these  posts  have  been  de- 
livered to  manufacturers  in  the  black  to  be 
fitted  with  fastening  devices  to  suit  their  pur- 
chasers' requirements.  The  announcement 
will  not  only  be  appreciated  by  manufacturers 
as  a  saving  in  time  and  labor,  but  is  of  espe- 
cial advantage  to  the  smaller  class  of  manu- 
facturers, as  well  as  jobbtrs,  who  are  not 
equipped  to  do  the  work.  The  Standard  peo- 
ple have  had  things  very  much  their  own  way 
in  the  seat-post  business  since  they  announced 
their  famous  flush  post,  and  the  improvement 
above  mentioned  takes  away  the  only  possible 
objection  that  could  be  found  with  this  line. 


Never  Stopped  Them. 

Nothing  like  a  fire  is  ever  allowed  to  inter- 
fere with  anything  in  Chicago.  The  Walker 
&  Ehrman  Mfg.  Co.  write  that  the  recent 
scorch  in  their  neighborhood  hasn't  bothered 
them  a  little  bit,  and  they  are  right  at  the  old 
stand  still  turning  out  hubs,  pedals,  expanders, 
etc.,  for  all  who  want  good  goods  wedded  to 
fair  prices, 


OVER 


400.000 


(200,000  pairs) 


SOLD 


TO  THE  REASONABLE  MAN 

that  ought  to  be  evidence  enough  of  its 
merits  and  its  readiness  for  sale. 

GET  IN  LINE  FOR  1900. 
NOW'S  THE  TIME. 


Itwillpay,  also,to 
getour  prices  on 

TIRES, 

Pedal  Rubbers,      Toe-Clips, 

Luggage  Carriers, 
Frame  Guards,        Valves, 
Valve  Parts,      Pliers  (Plug), 
Valve  Stems,     Inner  Tubes, 

Valve  and  Stem  Complete, 

S   Hooks,  Tire  Tape, 

Straus  Curved  Plugs, 

Straus  Flat  Head  Plugs, 

Crip  Protectors. 


STRAUS  TIRE  CO., 

127  Duane  St.,  New  York. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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October  26, 


A  Path  Across  the  Bridge* 


THE  earnest  efforts  which  are  being  made 
by  the  great  body  of  wheelmen  in  New 
York  City  and  Brooklyn  to  secure  a  separate 
cycle  path  across  the  bridge  for  their  exclusive 
use  are  perfectly  reasonable  and  deserving  of 
the  strongest  support,  says  "Scientific  Ameri- 
can." The  day  has  gone  by  when  the  efforts  of 
wheelmen  to  secure  proper  facilities  on  our 
thoroughfares  can  be  regarded  as  an  endeavor 
to  secure  favors  for  a  small  minority  at  the 
expense  of  the  general  public.  The  enormous 
increase  in  the  number  of  riders  in  the  last 
few  years  has  been  accompanied  by  a  demand 
for  special  provisions  for  their  safety  and  con- 
venience, and  in  nearly  every  case  they  have 
gained  what  they  sought.  Wheels  are  now 
carried  as  baggage  free  of  charge  on  our  rail- 
roads, and  special  protection  is  afforded  in 
some  of  our  cities  by  specially-trained  squads 
of  policemen. 

However,  it  is  not  with  the  legal  or  ethical 
side  of  the  question  that  we  are  concerned  so 
much  as  its  practical  and  mechanical  aspects. 
As  far  as  the  structure  of  the  Brooklyn  Bridge 
is  concerned,  there  is  not  the  slightest  reason 
why  a  cycle  path  should  not  be  built  across  it. 
If  the  path  were  provided,  the  additional 
weight  would  be  so  insignificant  compared 
with  the  total  dead  and  live  loads  of  the  struc- 
ture as  to  be  a  practically  negligible  quantity. 
Obviously  the  best  location  would  be  above 
one  of  the  pairs  of  interior  stiffening  trusses 
through  which  tracks  of  the  bridge  trains  are 


laid.  Light  steel  floor  beams  could  be  laid 
across  the  top  chords  of  the  trusses,  and 
these,  together  with  the  plank  flooring  and 
the  light  hand  rail,  would  weigh  but  little  pet 
foot  and  would  add  practically  nothing  to  the 
existing  strains  in  the  bridge. 

It  seems  that  the  problem  at  present,  as 
stated  by  the  bridge  engineers,  is  to  provide  a 
suitable  terminal  at  the  New  York  end  of  the 
structure,  but  it  is  certain  that  in  view  of  the 
light  nature  of  the  necessary  construction  and 
its  comparative  narrowness,  some  way  out  of 
the  difficulty  could  be  found  which  would 
neither  encroach  seriously  on  the  present 
space,  nor  present  an  objectionable  appear- 
ance judged  from  the  aesthetic  point  of  view. 

The  opposition  of  the  engineers  of  the 
bridge  to  the  addition  of  any  further  weights, 
however  small,  to  the  structure  is  natural,  and 
on  general  principles  commendable.  It  is  their 
duty  to  see  that  the  limits  of  safety  are  not 
exceeded,  or  even  too  closely  approached.  At 
the  same  time  we  cannot  but  remember  that 
the  running  of  the  trolley  cars  across  the 
structure  was  at  first  strenuously  opposed  and 
pronounced  to  be  neither  practicable  nor  safe. 
The  car  tracks,  however,  have  now  for  a  long 
period  been  in  operation,  and  have  proved  to 
be  of  inestimable  service  to  the  public.  The 
bridge  has  suffered  no  harm  from  the  addi- 
tion, and  we  believe  that  as  long  as  the  proper 
headway  has  been  observed,  the  safety  of  the 
structure  has  been  in  no  degree  jeopardized. 


SUPPOSING  THIS  HAPPENS, 


TO  BE  CATERED  TO. 


And  Congress  Proceeds  to  Stamp-Tax  Every  Article 
Bearing  a  Trade-Mark. 

The  semi-ofificial  announcement  emanating 
from  the  commissioner  of  internal  revenue  to 
the  effect  that  he  would  recommend  to  Ccn- 
gress  that  the  war  revenue  act  be  amended  so 
as  to  extend  the  provisions  of  schedule  B  to 
all  articles  sold  under  a  trade-mark,  will  nec- 
essarily be  of  considerable  interest  to  cycle 
and  sundry  manufacturers  throughout  the 
country  whose  articles  are  protected  by  trade- 
marks. 

At  the  present  time  nearly  every  article  in 
the  trade  is  sold  under  a  trade-mark  or  pat- 
ent, and  it  is  estimated  by  those  who  have 
given  this  subject  special  attention  that  the 
revenue  which  could  be  derived  from  a  one 
per  cent  tax  would  amount  to  several  hun- 
dred million  dollars.  Consequently  few  deal- 
ers or  manufacturers  realize  how  far-reaching 
in  its  scope  the  proposed  amendment  would 
prove  to  be  should  it  be  adopted  by  the  next 
Congress. 

The  proposition  to  extend  the  provisions  ot 
schedule  B  of  the  war  revenue  law  so  as  to  re- 
quire the  payment  of  a  stamp  tax  on  all  arti- 
cles sold  under  a  registered  proprietary  name, 
or  trade-mark,  will  be  acted  upon  at  the  next 
session  of  Congress  if  the  war  revenue  tax  on 
proprietary  medicines  is  to  be  continued,  the 
medicine  people  declaring  that  tlicy  are 
being    unjustly    discriminated    ag.iinst. 


Foreign  Buyers,  Riders  and  Agents  Must  Have  Orders 
Filled  Their  Way. 

Now  that  the  export  trade  in  bicycles  has 
assumed  large  proportions,  the  question  arises 
among  some  of  the  parties  interested  how  a 
trade  of  this  character  can  be  held  after  it  has 
been  obtained.  Some  of  the  cycle  business 
which  has  been  secured  has  come  to  American 
makers  solely  because  their  prices  have  been 
under  those  quoted  by  foreign  competitors. 

The  inducements  thus  offered  have  been  all 
right  for  a  beginning  of  the  trade.  The  time 
will  come,  however,  and  it  may  be  not  far  dis- 
tant, when  American  prices  will  be  on  about 
the  same  level  as  those  made  by  manufacturers 
in  other  countries,  and  different  considerations 
than  prices  alone  may  then  determine  in  which 
direction  the  trade  will  be  thrown. 

It  is  therefore  highly  important  that  par- 
ticular attention  be  given  in  handling  the  ex- 
port trade  to  learn  the  peculiarities  of  the  for- 
eign consumers  who  have  now  become  Amer- 
ica's customers.  If  there  are  any  details  of 
shape  or  size  or  special  quality  which  about  a 
wheel  or  equipment  may  seem  trifling,  but  are 
insisted  upon  by  foreign  buyers,  they  should 
be  carefully  observed,  and  any  other  peculiar 
requirements  of  the  trade  should  be  acknowl- 
edged and  observed  rather  than  either  ignored 
or  an  attempt  made  bj'  our  people  to  educate 
such  buyers  to  American  practices  and  Amer- 
ican peculiarities. 


Men  who  are  familiar  with  the  course  of 
trade  during  the  days  when  American  imports 
were  large  recall  the  fact  that  it  was  often  dTRi- 
cult  to  make  the  bicycle  manufacturers  of 
other  countries  adopt  the  views  of  riders  and 
sellers  here,  and  that  those  who  were  quickest 
to  conform  to  the  requirements  of  such  were 
favored  with  the  heaviest  business.  Differ- 
ence in  price  was  not  always  a  determining 
factor  in  the  capture  of  an  order. 

Those  people  who  desire  to  increase  their 
export  trade  must  bear  this  in  mind,  and  not 
flatter  themselves  that  because  their  machines 
have  always  been  popular  with  American 
clients  they  therefore  should  not  be  changed 
in  any  respect.  Elastic  rules  must  apply 
among  those  who  cultivate  foreign  trade,  and 
this  is  truer  of  the  selling  of  bicycles  than  ot 
anything  else. 


Easy  Riding  Counts. 

The  newest  particular  feather  in  the  cap  of 
the  Eclipse  Bicycle  Co. — 'which  cap,  by  the 
way,  is  now  well  ornamented  with  waving 
plumes — is  the  fact  that  the  Eagle  Bicycle 
Mfg.  Co.  will  equip  their  1900  models  with 
the  Morrow  coaster  brake.  The  company  is 
also  not  unpleased  over  the  testimony  of 
Francis  L.  Hughes,  the  wonderfully  vital  Nes- 
tor of  Rochester,  who,  though  sMver-haired, 
still  reels  off  centuries.  "On  the  hills  I  rest," 
writes  Mr.  Hughes  to  the  Eclipse  Co.,  "while 
the  others  back-pedal  or  walk."  Mr.  Hughes's 
machine  is  fitted  with  the  Eclipse  Morrow 
brake. 


From  the  Racycle's  Home. 

On  November  1  the  Miami  Cycle  &  Mfg. 
Co.  will  show  to  an  expectant  public  what 
they  will  offer  that  public  in  the  way  of  a  bi- 
cycle during  the  year  1900.  Knowing  full  well 
from  past  experience  in  making  and  market- 
ing the  famous  Racycle  how  the  public  takes 
to  Miami  products,  the  company  have  been 
busy  during  the  off  season  in  building  an  ad- 
dition to  their  factory  and  putting  in  five  new 
enameling  ovens,  with  purpose  to  fill  orders 
more  promptly. 


Two  T.  J.'s  in  the  Company. 

T.  J.  Kirkpatrick,  ex-president  of  the  L.  A. 
W.,  has  associated  with  him  in  the  recently  in- 
corporated Kirkpatrick  Saddle  Co.  a  man  of 
exactly  the  same  initials  as  himself,  T.  J.  Wet- 
zel, who  is  well  and  favorably  known  in  the 
trade,  having  been  identified  with  same  for 
the  past  eight  years.  Mr.  Wetzel  was  for- 
merly with  the  New  York  Tire  Co.  and  the 
Ben  Hur  Bicycle  Co.  prior  to  his  engagement 
with  the  Kirkpatrick  Saddle  Co. 


Selling  All  They  Can  Make. 

The  Wall  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
makers  of  the  Janet  Neat  Handle-Bar  Car- 
rier, have  met  with  good  success  in  sales,  and 
find  that  their  capacity  is  not  equal  to  the  de- 
mand. This  luggage  carrier  for  bicycles  is 
practically  indestructible,  and  jobbers  are  or- 
dering largely  for  next  year.  The  company 
occupy  modest  quarters  at  IS  Terrace. 


Looking  Over  the  Ground. 

J.  M.  Becker,  of  the  Elmore  Co.,  at  Clyde, 
O.,  is  at  the  Vendome,  New  York,  this  week. 
.■\  ^ort  of  preliminary  bird's-eye  view  annual 
visit. 


1899. 
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Our  assembling  room^ 

We  call  it  "bindery,"  in  the  printing  business.  It's  where  we  put  on 
the  final  touches — the  cutting,  folding  and  binding  of  the  catalogues, 
railroad  time-tables  and  other  things  we  print.  The  several  periodical 
publications — four  weekly,  one  bi-weekly,  three  monthly  and  one  big 
annual,  not  to  mention  frequent  special  editions,  are  not  only  cut  and 
bound  in  this  room  but  are  mailed  from  it. 

All  of  which,  as  we  have  said  in  previous  ads,  we  are  calling  to  your 
attention  with  a  view  of  doing  YOUR  printing.  We  want  to  keep  those 
"odd  moments,"  which  occur  in  every  publication  house,  full  to  the 
muzzle. 

We  are  willing  to  do  your  work  for  about  as  little  money  as  you 
would  have  to  pay  to  the  unreliable,  must-have-it  style  of  printer,  and  we 
can  submit  samples  to  prove  that  our  work  is  of  the  best. 

Our  address:  WHEEL  PRESS,  88  West  Broadway,  New  York  City. 
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October  20, 


A  CYCLING  COMEDIETTA. 


now  the  Sabbath    Is    Spent  by    the    Many  Cen- 
tury-Riding   Fiends    Down    on 
Long  Island. 

Scene — A  '"cycler's  rest"  on  Long  Island's 
century  riding  course.  Time — the  present — 
Sunday. 

Dramatis  Personae — The  German  landlady 
who  keeps  a  farm  on  week  days.  Her  hus- 
band, who  plays  first  violin  in  an  orchestra 
on  week  days. 

Two  wheelmen  without  girls,  but  with  a 
yard  of  C.  R.  C.  badges. 

Two  wheelwomen  without  men,  ditto  to 
the  men  on  badge  possessing. 

One  head  waiter,  who  hoes  potatoes  and 
feeds  hogs  during  the  week  and  on  Sundays 
disguises  himself  in  a  vivacious  shirt  front,  a 
white  apron  and  a  boutonniere,  and  calls  out 
"Two  up!"  through  a  window,  handing  the 
results  to  the  cyclists  on  a  tin  tray. 

The  landlady's  son,  who  pumps  up  tires 
and  superintends  records,  centuries  and 
things. 


The  Landlady  (to  her  lady  friend  from  the 
next  farm) — This  vas  the  pest  day  of  all  for 
beezness;  there  vas  more  tollars  in  bumping 
up  tires,  checking  der  records,  than  in  varm- 
ing  all  der  week.     Is  it  not  so,  Bopper? 

The  Landlady's  Husband  (with  an  air  of 
great  philanthropy) — Ach,  yes;  this  was  a 
great  thing  for  the  poor  New  York  beople. 

The  Lady  Friend — So;  it  is  better  than 
music.     Then  you  come  reech?     Goot! 

The  landlady  makes  a  deprecating  gesture, 
but  signs  to  the  agricultural  waiter. 

Waiter — Two  up  on  the  landlady. 

Prompt  results,   and  they  all   clink  glasses. 

First  Wheelman — How  is  it  that  only  very 
fat  and  very  thin  women  ride  centuries? 
Look  at  that,  will  you?  (pointing  disgustedly 
to  a  lady  whom  a  reporter  would  describe  as 
o£  "willowy  slenderness."  The  strong  breeze 
is  showing  just  how  willowy). 

Second  Wheelman  (oracularly)  —  Makes 
'em  thin.  The  fat  ones  are  only  just  begin- 
ning to  collect  C.  R.  C.  badges. 

A  silence,  during  which  they  both  decide 
that  they  won't  encourage  their  best  girls  to 
ride  centuries. 

First  Wheelman — What  d'you  think  of  all 
this  talk  about  century  riding  being  the 
wrong  thing  for  women — conducive  to  im- 
modesty, flirting  and  that  sort  of  thing,  eh? 

-Second  Wheelman  (severely) — Well,  I 
think  that's  right;  leads  to  chance  acquaint- 
ances, street  mashing  and  "pick-ups."  No,  I 
don't  approve  of  it  myself. 

First  Wheelman — A  man  has  no  right  to 
take  advantage  of  a  girl's  position  alone  on 
the  road  to  speak — Hello,  what's  that? 

Second  Wheelman  (with  some  interest) — 
Why,  it's  those  two  girls  discovered  some- 
thing wrong  with  their  wheels.  Those  hay- 
seeds are  no  good.  She's  rather  good  look- 
ing— the  light  one. 

First  Wheelman — Prefer  the  dark  one  my- 
self. Say,  it's  not  the  tire— he's  pumped  it 
as  hard  as  a  rock. 

They  plunge  into  a  smart  exchange  of 
technicalities  a  la  century  fiend. 

Second  Wheelman — Well,  it  seems  to  me 
we  ought  to  offer  to  help  them.  Women  are 
awfully  helpless,  and  I  see  exactly  what  it  is, 
etc.  (more  technicalities). 


First  Wheelman — Think  we  had?  Looks 
almost  rude  if  we  don't. 

They  step  forward  together. 

Both — Pardon  me^ — but  I  think  I  know 
what's  the  matter — I  think  I  can  fix  it. 

They  repeat  the  best  part  of  a  cycle  cata- 
logue to  the  girls  by  short  installments. 

Half  an  hour  elapses  and  a  great  deal  of 
century  riding  repartee  is  exchanged. 

Some  time  later  in  the  evening. 

First  Wheelwoman  (archly) — I  don't  be- 
lieve you've  told  me  your  right  Christian 
name. 

First  Wheelman- — I  swear  I  have.  Have 
you  given  me  your  right  address? 

(Murmurs.) 

Second  Wheelman — I  noticed  you  when 
you  first  rode  up,  and  I  made  up  my  mind  I'd 
get  to  know  you  somehow. 

Second  Wheelwoman  (in  a  smothered  voice 
of  mingled  pleasure  and  coquetry) — Well,  I 
never  in  all  my  life  met  any  one  with  so  much 
nerve! 

More  murmurs.  Later  still  they  all  start 
home. 

Landlady  (watching  the  departing  lamps) 
— Vas  dem  young  lady  and  shentleman  to- 
gether alreddy  ven  they  come,  Fritz? 

The  Landlady's  Son  (in  the  voice  of  one 
who  knows  the  world) — Sure,  mommer, 
you're  dead  slow.  Oh,  yes,  they  brought  let- 
ters of  introduction  from  the  C.  R.  C.  with 
'em — sure. 

Landlady — Ach,  this  century  peezness  vas 
better  than  a  madrimonial  agency,  eh,  Bop- 
per? 

The  Landlord — It  is  a  great  thing  for  the 
poor  New  York  beople. 

Waiter — Two  up  on  the  landlady. 
Curtain. 


WHAT  HE  DREAMED. 


Told  by  the  Truthful  Centurion    During  a   Lull  in 
Mile  Making. 

The  men  with  the  yard  of  century  bars 
dangling  from  their  shoulders  were  swapping 
experiences  down  on  the  front  porch  of  a 
Long  Island  hotel  where  century  runs  were 
checked  and  made  authentic. 

"I  was  never  pulled  in  but  once,"  said  the 
thin  one  with  sixty-four  bars  on  his  badge 
and  a  hunch  on  his  shoulder  blades.  "As  a 
kid  I  used  to  walk  in  my  sleep.  Later  on  this 
habit  took  another  turn,  and  I  frequently 
rode  at  night  without  knowing  it.  I  can  re- 
call distinctly  going  to  bed  at  the  only  hotel 
in  a  little  town  of  Ohio.  It  was  about  the 
middle  of  July,  and  very  hot.  The  next  thing 
I  remember  I  was  swimming  out  of  the  Ohio 


River  at  Pittsburg  with  my  bicycle  over  my 
shoulders.  It  was  just  coming  daylight;  but 
there  stood  an  officer  on  the  bank  to  arrest  me 
for  scorching.  I  had  ridden  off  of  a  high 
trestle  work  just  outside  the  city." 

"What  business  had  the  policeman  out  there 
to  arrest  you?" 

"I  didn't  say  anything  about  a  policeman. 
It  was  the  constable  from  a  little  town  in 
Ohio.  He  had  ordered  me  to  halt  when  I  ap- 
peared on  the  street  back  there,  but,  being 
asleep,  I  paid  no  heed.  I  flew  along  till  I 
reached  the  railroad  track  and  then  headed  for 
the  east.  A  fast  express  left  at  about  the 
same  time  and  I  only  had  a  few  rods  the  best 
of  it.  The  constable  jumped  in  with  the  en- 
gineer and  the  throttle  was  pulled  wide  open 
in  order  to  capture  me.  There  I  was,  sup- 
posing myself  to  be  in  bed,  giving  the  'cannon 
ball'  the  race  of  its  life.  For  eighty  miles  I 
held  my  own,  and  then  came  the  dump  into 
the  river.  Doctors  have  told  me  since  that  I 
would  have  gone  clear  on  to  Philadelphia  had 
the  train  pursued  me  and  the  high  bridge  not 
interfered  with  the  sport.  I  walked  a  little 
way  with  the  officer,  when  I  made  a  flying 
start  and  left  him,  for  there  was  no  train  that 
he  could  take." 

One  listener  had  breath  enough  left  to  ask 
the  scorcher  if  he  ever  talked  in  his  sleep, 
then  each  of  them  mounted  and  swiftly  rode 
off  to  make  another  twenty-five  mile  lap  on 
their  century  log. 


Century   Bar-ism. 

In  days  of  old,   when  knights  were  bold. 

They  fought,  and  bled,  and  died 

Because  fair  ladies  tied 

Their  scarfs  upon  the  shields  they  bore; 

But    nevermore 
Can   chivalry    be    brought    in   play — 

We'll   never    see    knights   joust    again, 
For  maidens  wear  no  scarfs  to-day 

To   pin  upon  the  shields   of  men. 

In  days  of  old,  when  knights  were  bold, 

They  rode  abroad  alone; 

But  those  dull  times  are  flown. 

For  now   the   sturdy   maidens   ride 

Along  beside 
The  speeding,  puffing  men,  and  oh — 

Let  us  confess  it — they 
Are   often   swift   enough   to    show 

Their  back   wheels   to   the  boys  to-day! 


Free  Sample  Pair 
to  Dealers. 

ASHWORTH 

PATENT 

TOE-CLIP. 

Send  6c.  for  postage. 

L.  T.  SNOW,  Mfr., 

NEW  HiVEN.  CONN., 
U.S.A. 


.♦.  .J. 

lr^DDI^Dd    THE    NAME    TELLS    THE    STORY.  t 

I  JV^DDC.KO!                         HERE    IT    IS.                                     :^ 

I  -Perfection  Gas  Lamp  | 

t  VAPOR    FED.                                                   I 

V  T 

X  Gives  a  Brilliant  Light.        Not  Affected  by  Rough  Roads.        Will  Not  Jar  Out.                 X 

♦♦♦  ♦> 

♦•♦  S«nd  for  Prices  and  Descriptive  Booklet.                                                  .♦♦ 

t  PERFECTION  GAS  LAMP  CO.,        -        -        NEW  HAVEN,  CONN.     :| 

♦J.  ♦> 
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Ankles  and  Wrists. 

The  science  of  correct  ankle  action  is  not 
always  an  easy  one  for  the  novice  to  learn, 
nor  is  it,  unfortunately,  as  much  aimed  at  as 
it  formerly  was.  The  riders  of  the  present 
generation  do  not  seem  to  understand  this  ap- 
plication of  the  ankle,  and  sometimes  in  the 
attempt  to  obey  the  directions  of  their  tutor 
will  slip  the  pedal  until  brought  up  sharply 
by  the  heel.  The  simplest  explanation  of  the 
movement  ever  heard  was:  ''Imagine  you  are 
turning  a  handle  with  your  foot!"  and  when 
one  comes  to  analyze  the  words  they  will  be 
found  to  contain  a  wealth  of  meaning.  Every 
one  knows  how  the  wrists  adapt  themselves  to 
the  turning  of  a  handle,  and  when  the  cycling 
novice  has  this  idea  on  which  to  work  he 
soon  learns  to  use  his  ankles  with  the  greatest 

effect.  

What  the  Signs  Show. 

All  the  indications  on  which  great  reliance 
is  always  placed  point  to  a  long  and  severe 
winter.  In  the  first  place,  there  is  the  goose 
bone.  For  the  first  time  in  eight  years  it  is 
very  wide  and  nearly  all  white,  which  is  a  sure 


sign  of  early  snow,  deep  snow  and  snow  of 
long  duration.  Then  there  is  the  ragweed.  It 
is  unusually  tall.  Thus  does  nature  provide 
for  the  feeding  of  the  non-migratory  birds 
when  there  is  to  be  deep  snow.  Moreover, 
examination  of  corn  husks  has  disclosed  that 
they  are  unusually  heavy.  That  is  another 
sign  of  extreme  cold.  The  woodchuck,  fur- 
thermore, corroborates  the  other  evidence 
with  fur  of  unusual  thickness.  That  is  a  sign 
that  never  fails,  even  when  others  do. 


Unsatisfactory  Bedding. 

"Sonny,"  said  Uncle  Eben,  when  he  learned 
that  Majah  Taylor  had  decided  to  quit  racing, 
"don't  try  to  rest  on  yoh  laurels.  Dey's  fine 
on  yoh  forehead,  but  dey  makes  a  mighty  po' 
mattrass." 


THE  BEST   SHOOTING. 

The  shooting  in  Iowa,  Minnesota  and  South  Dakota 
this  year  promises  to  be  very  good,  as  the  rainfall  in 
all  these  States  was  abundant.  The  best  localities  for 
chicken  and  duck  shooting  are  on  and  tributary  to  the 
lines  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway. 
A  copy  of  a  recent  publication  issued  by  the  passen- 
ger department  of  that  road  can  be  had  on  application 
to  W.  S.  Howell,  General  Eastern  Passenger  Agent, 
381  Broadway,  New  York,  and  enclosing  three  cents 
in   stamps  for  postage. 
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NO    OTHER    OILER    IS   "JUST    AS   GOOD"   AS    1  HE 

PERFEeX"    OILER. 


25c.  each. 
Full  size. 


SELF-CLOS/NEt  VALVE  (OPENED  ) 


KO  OTHER  OILEK  regulates  the  supply  of  oil  to  a  drop. 
NO  OTHER  OII.ER  is  as  clean  and  tight. 
NO  OTHER  OILER  is  as  well  made  and  durable. 
The  "PERFECT"  OII.JSR  is  supplied  with  almost  all  really  high-grade  wheels.     It  is  by  far  the  best  and  neat- 
est oiler  in  the  market,  and  more  than  worth  the  difference  in  price.    We  make  cheaper  oilers  also. 

CLSHMAN  &  DENISON,  Mfrs.,  240-2  W.  23d  St.,  N.  Y. 


LOWEST  RATES  WEST. 

Rates  to  the  West  are  lower  via  Nickel  Plate 
Road  than  via  other  lines,  while  the  service  is  ex- 
celled by  none.  Three  fast  trains  are  run  every  day 
in  the  year  from  Buffalo  to  Chicago.  The  day 
coaches  are  of  the  latest  pattern,  are  elegantly  up- 
holstered, and  have  all  the  modern  improvements, 
such  as  marble  lavatories  steam  heat,  lighted  by 
Pintsche  gas,  while  colored  porters  are  in  charge  to 
look  after  the  wants  of  passengers,  especially  the 
ladies  and  children.  Vestibuled  buffet  sleeping  cars 
are  run  on  all  trains,  while  the  dining  cars  and  meal 
stations  are  owned  and  operated  by  the  company  and 
serve  the  best  of  meals  at  moderate  prices. 

If  your  ticket  agent  cannot  give  you  all  the  in- 
formation you  desire  in  regard  to  rates,  routes,  etc., 
address  F.  J.  Moore,  Gen'l  Agent,  Nickel  Plate  Road, 
291  Main  St.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


PAT'D.  jAN.iD.  igga. 

WRITE    FDR  CATALDCUE 

D-B-Sm'th&Co. 


PREVENTINE 
LEATHER FRDM 
^WRINKL/NG.  . 


TDINFLATc 


I  TIRE. PLACE   METAL 


iSPaurni/£HTIflEVfltir£/lNO 
icDNNECTIDNS  IS  MADE.  I 


Liquid 
Brazing 

Crucibles! 


A.11  sizes  and  shapes  as  required 
to  fit  any  make  of  furnace, 
made  by  the  original  makers 
of  brazing  crucibles  and  the 
largest  and  oldest  manufactur- 
ers of  plumbago  or  graphite 
crucibles  in  the  world. 


JOSEPH  DIXON  CRUCIBLE  CO., 
Jersey  City,     .     .     .     New  Jersey. 


ADLETS. 

For  Sale,  Exchange,  Etc.  —  Twenty-five  words, 
thirty-five  cents.  Each  additional  word  two  cents. 
Cash  invariably  in  advance. 

Situations  and  Help  W^anted.  — Answers  received 
in  confidence  and  forwarded  without  charge.  Rate: 
25  words,  one  time,  50  cents;  three  times,  $1.00;  50 
words,  one  time,  $1.00;  four  times,  $3.00;  75  words, 
one  time,  $1.50;  four  times,  $5.00.  Displayed  adver- 
tisements: One-half  inch,  one  time,  $1.00;  four  times, 
$3.00;  one  inch,  one  time,  $1.50;  four  times,  $5.00. 


PATENTS.— H.  W.  T.  Jenner,  patent  attorney  and 
^  mechanical  expert,  608  F  street,  Washington,  D. 
C.  Established  1883.  I  make  an  examination  free  of 
charge,  and  report  if  a  patent  can  be  had  and  exactly 
how  much  it  will  cost.     Send  for  circular. 

"DUYER  and  manager  of  the  bicycle  fittings  and 
^-^  sundry  department  of  one  of  the  largest  jobbing 
houses  in  New  York  is  open  for  engagement  from 
Nov.   1.     Address  "Buyer,"   Wheel   Office. 

"pOR  SALE— A  bicycle  store  in  a  desirable  location 
••■  on  New  York  city  boulevard  (Broadway)  belojv 
110th  St.;  fully  equipped  repair  department,  with  up- 
to-date  machinery  and  tools;  owner  willing  to  sacri- 
fice the  good-will,  etc.,  of  this  'business  in  order  to 
give  his  entire  attention  to  other  interests.  "For 
Sale,"    P.    O.    Box    444. 

A  DVERTISER,  lately  general  manager  for  a  well- 
-'^^  known  English  cycle  concern,  -is  open  to  repre- 
sent an  American  cycle  or  motor  car  firm  in  Great 
Britain  and  freland;  can  introduce  and  push  business 
amongst  the  best^  agents,  and  with  a  well-made  free 
wheel  machine  will  guarantee  a  handsome  turnover; 
thoroughly  practical  and  well  recommended  by  late 
directors.    Address   W.   B.,  care  of  The  Wheel. 

A/TANUFACTURERS  of  ibicycles  and  sundries, 
"^  phonographs,  jewelry,  clocks  and  sporting  goods; 
please  send  catalogues,  together  with  trade  discounts, 
to  L.  C.  Dalton,  37  North  1st  St.,  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J. 

XSTANTED — Large  or  small  lots  of  bicycles,  com- 
plete or  stripped;  tires,  saddles,  pedals,  bars 
and  equipments  or  sundries  of  any  kind;  will  pay  spot 
cash;  describe  goods  and  name  bottom  price.  Mead 
Cycle   Company,   Chicago,   111. 

■\A7"E  BUY  for  cash  job  lots  of  tires;  we  should  be 
pleased    to    receive    offers    from    manufacturers. 
Address  F.  A.   Gargare  &  Son,  135  W.  26th  St.,   New 
York  city. 


Dusty  Roads.   Noisy  Chains, 

The    Morse    Twin    Roller    Chains    run 

SMOOTHLY,  QUIETLY  and  FREELY 

in    DUST    or    MUD. 

As  the  pendulum 
swings,  so  the  joint 
of  the  Morse  Chain 
rocks. 

No  Rub, 

No  Slide. 

Lasts  longer,  runs 
easier  than  any  other 
chain  made.  Pendu- 
lum will  swing  on 
the  Morse  Joint  45 
minutes  and  on  the 
pin  joint  about  5  sec- 
onds. Large  swing- 
ing model  sent  free 
to  agents  ordering 
three  chains. 


m 


Write  for  Illustrated  Cir-  ^-^^ 

cular  and  Price  to  \\ 

MORSE  CHAIN  CO., 

Trumansburg,  N.  Y, 

Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 


ASPHALT  PAVEMENTS 


THE  STANDARD  PAVE- 
MENT OF  AMERICA..^  .^6 


THE    BARBER  ASPHALT   PAVING   CO., 


Endorsed  by  the  L.  A.  W.  everywliefe. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


No.   M    BROADWAY,  NEW   YORK. 


S4 


October  26, 


THE  NEW  CROWN. 


rH^^^^J^  % 


1900 


PATTERN. 


C.C.G.  Co 

WE    WANT    TO    FIGURE   WITH 
LARGE    TRADE. 


Limited  Number,  1899  Pattern,  at  $1.25 
per  Pair. 

Tlie  New  Crowu,  $1.50  per  Pair. 

DISCOUNTS     FOR     LARGE     TRAD£    AN1> 
EARLY  BUYERS. 

Send  for  Circular,  Samples  and  Prices. 


Cortland  Carnage  Goods  Co., 

CORTLAND,  N.  Y. 


THE  LEAGUE  HANDLE-BAR  GO. 

All  Kinds.     All  Styles. 
Samples  now  ready. 

215-217-219  S.  CLINTON  STREET,  CHICAGO. 


Graohite  Lubricants. 

ALL  KINDS,  AGGORQING  TO  WANTS. 
Joseph  Dixon  Crucible  Co.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 


FOR 

BICYCLES. 


WILLIAM  F.  NYE, 

NEW  BEDFORD.  .         -         -        MASS. 


^_,^^  HANDLE  BARS 
^     v^     FORK  SIDES 

^_^1^  ROT  ECTOR  REVOD/CRS 
ccRp;sPONo..ce  PERFECTION  PADLOCKS 

«v.t,.cp -^.^AMtS  SWORaiD,  ..CHICOPEE,  MASS. 


INNER  TUBES. 

TWO  GRADES. 

Quality  and  Prices  Right.  Sample  Free. 

VIM  BICYCLE  CO.,  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


California 
IN  3  Days 


Chicago-Union  Pacific 


AND 


NORTH-  WESTERN  LINE 


A  NY  ticket  agent  will  tell  you  about 
'Ti  ''The  Overland  Limited."  No 
change  of  cars  and  all  meals  in  din- 
ing cars.  Every  day  in  the  year  at 
6^0  p.  m.  from  Chicago,  the  Pa- 
cific Express  leaves  every  night  at 
10.30.  See  your  ticket  reads  Chi- 
cago &  North-Western  Railway  from 
Chicago. 

461  Broadway,  •  NEW  YORK 
368  Washington  Street,  BOSTON 
193  Clark  Street,      -      CHICAGO 


MOSSBERG  TIRE   BELL 

Patented  March  28th,  1899. 

Guaranteed  to  give  satisfaction  in  every  respect. 

Send  for  Catalogue.    Sample  sent  by  mail  on  receipt  of 
remittance  as  follows: 

No.  1,  75c.    No.  2,  50c. 

Manufactured   by    FRANK    MOSSBERG      CO., 

ATXI.EBORO,  MASS. 

All  American  wheelmen  who  desire  to  keep  them- 
selves posted  upon  matters  concemiag  the  cycle  in 
Europe,  its  trade,  mechanics,  and  sport,  should  sub- 
scribe to 

THE  CYCLIST 

AND  Bicycling  and  Tricycling  Trades  Review. 

The  only  recosnized  authority  of  English  trade  and 
manufacture.  Sent  post  free  to  any  part  of  America 
for  one  year.  13.25.  American  subscription  agent, 
F.  P.  Prial,  88  West  Broadway,  New  lYork  City. 

American  manufacturers  having  novelties  in  ma- 
chines or  sundries  to  introduce  should  advertise  in 

THE    O^S^OLIST. 

Terms  on  application  to 

ILIFFE  SONS  &  STURMEY,  Ltd., 

19  Hertford  Street,  Coventry,  England, 

Members  of  the  American  Trade  vislttngr  Eng- 
land are  invited  to  call  at  THE  CYCLIST  Office 
at  Ccventry,  or  at  3  St.  Bride  Street,  liUdgate 
Clroaa.  liOndon,  E.  C. 


The  Best  Advertising  for  the 
Irish  Trade  is 

THE 
IRISH  CYCLIST. 

Specimen  copy  and  advertising  rates  on 
application  to 

a.  J.  MECREDY  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  Proprietors, 

49  Middle  Abbey  St.,  DUBLIN. 


TILLIVIANN  $c  lEbkSTEIN, 

r    :  ;9r  Elizabeth  Street,  New  York, 


ESTABLISHED    IQ60. 


NEAR   GRAND  STREE_T. 
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!7bFI^OR.II>A 


SUPERB 
PASSENGER 
SERVICE 


OJVZY"  J>IR£iCT  WA.TER.  HOUTJE.  BETWEEN 

NEWYORK,  CHARLESTON  Sc  JACKSONVIILE 

WITHOUT    CUjMrC. 

SAILING    PROM 
»    PII^R.    45    N.R. 
NE:rW  'YOR-R 


THREE, 
SAILINGS 
WEEKLY 


«         W?}  P.  CI,YI>J&  &  CO.,  General  Agents. 

Theo.G.EBer,  traffic  manager.  5  Bowling  Green,  New  York.' 
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SUBSCRIPTION  BLANK. 

jT  J?  a** 

I    enclose    $2.00    in    payment    of  one   yearns   subscription, 

commencing  with  issue  of 

Name, 

Address, 

City,^ . 


State,- 


.A 


■d^Hiii^Mii^isf 


Copyright  by   F.   P.   Prial   Co. 


Vol.   XXIV.  No.   12. 


New  York  and  Chicago,  November  2,   1899. 


Number  6x0. 


A  LITTLE  MORE 


toward  the  light* — Austin  Dobson* 


Just  how  much  more  Hght  may  be  thrown 
upon  the  affairs  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co. 
is  a  proposition  open  to  much  dubious  con- 
jecture. There  is  an  unmistakable  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  company  to 
emulate  the  clam.  An  understanding  has 
been  arrived  at  between  the  gentlemen  of  the 
twenty-second  floor  of  the  Park  Row  Build- 
ing that  any  news  of  an  official  character 
shall  be  communicated  by  President  Spalding, 
if  at  all. 

This  arrangement  is  perfectly  legitimate 
and  should  be  satisfactory  to  all  who  are 
willing  to  confine  themselves  to  fair  ways  of 
securing  the  facts.  It  must  be  evident  to  all 
that  matters  pertaining  to  the  A.  B.  C.  have 
received  a  degree  of  ventilation  that  would  be 
astounding  in  most  other  lines  of  business. 
Cycling,  and  all  journals,  people,  concerns 
and  occurrences  appurtenant  thereto,  have 
been  practically  public  property  since  the  be- 
ginning. For  a  cycling  journal  to  have  re- 
frained from  giving  all  obtainable  A.  B.  C. 
news  up  to  this  time  would  have  been  as  in- 
comprehensible to  its  readers  as  it  would  be 
for  a  baseball  publication  to  cease  reporting 
the  doings  of  the  magnates  of  that  cult. 

But  there  are  sufficient  indications  that  the 
officers  of  the  hugest  thing  that  ever  happened 
in  cycling  would  like  to  break  the  spell,  would 
like  a  little  of  that  exclusiveness  that  other 
large  business  organizations  enjoy. 

The  Wheel's  first  and  last  duty  is  to  sup- 
ply the  news — -legitimate  news — and  this  will 
no  doubt  be  cheerfully  yielded  by  President 
Spalding  for  the  sake  of  accuracy. 

On  the  Curb 

Closing  prices  on  A.  B.  C.  securities  on 
Tuesday  were: 

Bid.  Asked. 

Bonds 90  92 

Preferred    stock    62  63 

Common   stock   24  25 

For  the  bonds  the  highest  bidding  last  week 
was  90,  with  92  asked.  The  preferred  was  bid 
for  as  high  as  63;  the  common  as  high  as  22. 
On  Friday,  owing  to  an  apparent  disposition 
to  sell,  the  preferred,  which  was  at  SOJ,  fell 
back  to  60.  About  400  shares  sold  that  day. 
During  the  week,  it  is  claimed,  $20,000  of  the 
bonds  sold  at  90  and  interest.     The  "Times" 


was   inclined   to   think   the   purchasing   of   A. 

B.  C.  securities  was  being  done  by  insiders. 
On  Saturday  the  bidding  on  preferred  went 

up  to  63  and  on  common  from  17^  to  22.  The 
only  explanation  of  these  sharp  advances  was 
in  the  report  that  the  A.  B.  C.  is  about  to  sell 
the  Rubber  Goods  Mfg.  Co.  the  Hartford 
Rubber  Works.  No  information  could  be  had 
in  the  "Street"  as  to  the  terms  on  which  the 
transfer  would  be  made,  'but  it  was  sup- 
posed that  the  sale  of  the  Hartford  Rubber 
Works  would  prove  an  advantage  to  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.,  possibly  through  the 
company's  acquiring  by  the  sale  additional 
working  capital. 

Last  Monday  the  upward  movement  in 
Rubber  Goods  stock  continued,  but  the  A.  B. 

C.  stock  showed  no  further  activity.  The 
figures  bid  were  23,  62  and  90  on  the  respec- 
tive A.  B.  C.  securities,  while  92  was  asked 
for  the  bonds. 

The  Ungrouped  Concerns. 

Eleven  cycle-making  plants  were  not  in- 
cluded in  the  groups  published  last  week.  It 
is  very  probable  that  the  manufacture  of  the 
wheels  of  one  of  these,  and  possibly  the  mar- 
keting thereof,  will  be  done  in  a  certain  other 
factory.  Publishing  the  names  now,  or  spec- 
ulating upon  the  fate  of  some  of  the  others, 
would  be  likely  to  cause  inconvenient  corre- 
spondence.    The    ungrouped   concerns    are: 

Colton  Cycle  Co.,   Toledo,   O. 

Columbus   Bicycle   Co.,   Columbus,   O. 

Geneva  Cycle  Co.,   Geneva,  O. 

Fay  Mfg.  Co.,  Elyria,  O. 

White  Sewing  Machine  Co.,  Cleveland,  O. 

Indiana  Bicycle  Co.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

North   Buffalo  Wheel   Co.,   Buffalo,   N.   Y. 

Fanning  Cycle  Co.,  Chicago,  111. 

\.  D.  Meiselbach,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Milwaukee   Engineering   Co.,   Milwaukee,   Wis. 

Milwaukee  Mfg.   Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

No  doubt  the  Indiana  Bicycle  Co.  plant  will 
be  largely  devoted  to  automobiles,  as  hereto- 
fore, in  addition  to  being  used  for  bicycles. 

How  They  Finished. 

The  thirty-per-cent-cash  melon  was  cut 
Tuesday.  Only  the  big  'uns  were  in  New 
York,  having  come  on  without  telegraphic 
invitation  to  do  so.  The  temporary  certifi- 
cates   were   exchanged   for   checks   at   a   little 


window  in  the  office  of  the  U.  S.  Mortgage 
&  Trust  Co.  It  was  first  come  first  served. 
The  first  man  at  the  wicket  was  Mr.  Ames, 
of  Ames  &  Frost,  Chicago.  A.  D.  Meisel- 
bach, of  Milwaukee,  was  second;  J.  W.  Kiser, 
of  the  Monarch  Company,  Chicago,  third;  C. 
J.  Butler,  of  the  Peoria  Rubber  &  Mfg.  Co., 
fourth.  The  time  was  leisurely,  but  brief. 
Also  ran,  H.  A.  Lozier  and  others. 

Have  Many  Travelers  Out. 

Every  man  his  own  guesser  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  travelers  and  other  sales  department 
employes  thrown  out  of  work  by  consoli- 
dating certain  A.  B.  C.  concerns  into  groups. 
Nine  concerns  sell  their  own  goods  and  the 
goods  of  14  others. 

Investigation  might  show  another  side  to 
the  story  in  circulation  among  traveling  sales- 
men to  the  effect  that  a  concern  which  en- 
tered the  A.  B.  C.  was  unnecessarily  harsh 
in  suddenly  discharging  several  travelers  who 
had  verbal  assurance  of  a  year's  employment. 


Choosing  the  Heads. 

There  was  some  speculation,  after  the  pub- 
lication last  week  of  the  groups  of  A.  B.  C. 
concerns,  as  to  the  persons  who  would  be 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  Lamb-Nuttall-Ames- 
Crawford  group  and  the  Featherstone-Black- 
Buffalo  Cycle  group,  respectively.  It  is 
understood  that  this  matter  is  now  being 
arranged,  and  that  a  gentleman  hitherto 
prominent  in  Crawford  affairs  may  be  se- 
lected to  head  the  workers  in  the  first  group. 

Expired  Options  on  Services. 

The  heads  of  a  number  of  concerns  gave 
the  A.  B.  C.  options  on  their  properties  and 
services  imtil  November  1.  While  the  prop- 
erties have  been  taken  over,  in  a  number  of 
instances  the  options  on  services  have  ex- 
pired. Presumably,  many,  if  not  all,  of  the 
gentlemen  will  be  retained  in  charge  of  their 
respective  factories. 

Eggs  in  Two  Basl<ets. 

It  has  been  suggested  as  more  than  pos- 
sible that  one  of  the  biggest  cycle  makers  in 
the  country  holds  stock  in  a  newly  formed 
company  for  the  manufacture  of  tubing. 

Twenty-four  Competed. 

It  is  learned  that  on  a  recent  day  24  makers 
of  jobbers'  wheels  competed  for  the  contract 
of  Montgomery,  Ward  &  Co.,  Chicago. 
Twenty-three  were  "independents,"  and  some 
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of  them  were  on  hand  with  several  samples. 
The  twenty-fourth  man  was  a  member  of  the 
A.  B.  C,  and  it  is  understood  that  he  got, 
or  will  get,  the  contract.  For  the  past  three 
seasons  this  contract  has  gone  to  the  Fanning 
Cycle  Co.,  Chicago,  now  members  of  the  al- 
phabetical aggregation. 

Colonel  Dodge's  Return, 

Colonel  Dodge,  vitally  interested  in  the 
Tillinghast  single-tube  patent,  returned  from 
Europe  last  Saturday.  He  is  awaiting  a  de- 
cision as  to  the  validity  of  the  patent,  and 
confidently  expects  it  to  be  favorable.  There 
seems  to  be  a  general  belief  that  if  the  de- 
cision does  favor  Colonel  Dodge  he  will 
transfer  the  patent  to  the  American  Bicycle 
Co.,  thereby  greatly  strengthening  that  com- 
pany's control  of  the  manufacture  of  single- 
tube  tires.  In  Europe  the  use  of  these  tires 
is  not  growing.  Here,  even  in  the  West, 
they  have  become  the  popular  form  of  tire. 

Will  Sell  for  Cash  Only. 

One  "of  the  parts-making  concerns,  which 
was  asked  by  President  Spalding  for  permis- 
sion to  hand  over  to  the  A.  B.  C.  statistical 
data  in.  his  personal  possession,  has  stated  its 
willingness,  provided  that  any  purchase-offer 
the  A.  B.  C.  might  make  would  be  on  the 
basis  of  cash. 

Gormully  Not  III. 

Report  had  it  on  Monday  that  Mr.  R.  Philip 
Gormully,  who  is  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria,  was 
seriously  ill.  The  rumor,  however,  proved  to 
be  untrue,  as  Mr.  Gormully  was  on  deck  at 
the  American  Bicycle  Co.  headquarters  on 
Tuesday. 

"R.  L. "  Has  Been  South. 

Mr.  R.  L.  Coleman,  who  has  been  much  in 
the  South  this  year,  expects  to  return  to  New 
York  late  this  week,  and  to  take  up  his  per- 
manent quarters  in  the  city  for  the  winter. 

With  Mr.  Bromley. 

J.  C.  Matlack,  until  recently  Eastern  man- 
ager for  A.  Featherstone  &  Co.,  is  now  with 
Second  Vice-President  Bromley,  of  the  A. 
B.C. 

Mr.  Carter  in  New  York, 

Mr.  J.  A.  Carter,  of  the  Geneva  Cycle  Co., 
is  temporarily  in  New  York  in  charge  of  the 
A.  B.  C.  jobbing  sales  department. 

C.  T.  P.  A.  Meeting  Saturday. 

The  second  meeting  of  the  Cycle  Trade 
Protective  Association  will  be  held  in  BufTalo 
on  Saturday. 

Lonn-Adlake-America  Factory  Site. 

Laporte,  Ind.,  will  have  the  Lonn-Adlaice- 
America  factory.  The  citizens  of  that  town 
subscribed  .fsS.OOO  bonus  to  accomplish  this, 
and  the  decision  was  reached  October  30. 
Shipment  of  machinery  from  the  Adams  & 
Westlake  and  Bradley  Mfg.  Co.  factories  in 
Chicago  will  begin  immediately.  The  Lonn 
works  in  Laporte  closed  on  the  "20th,  but  pre- 
sumably will  be  opened  again  immediately, 
as  well  as  enlarged,  to  meet  thenew  require- 
ments. The  head  office  will  be  in  Chicago 
and  the  officers  will  be  as  previously  indi- 
cated. 


HARTFORD  RUBBER  WORKS 

ACQUIRED  BY  "  RUBBER  GOODS." 


Preliminary  agreements  have  been  reached 
between  the  A.  B.  C.  and  the  Rubber  Goods 
Mfg.  Co.,  involving  the  purchase  by  the  latter 
from  the  A.  B.  C.  of  the  Hartford  Rubber 
Works,  and,  presumably,  of  the  Peoria  Rub- 
ber &  Mfg.  Co.  and  Indiana  Rubber  Works. 

This  is  the  result  of  the  long-drawn-out  ne- 
gotiations which  lagged  a  while  and  which 
came  up  rather  significantly  for  final  action 
just  before  the  Wall  Street  men  produced 
the  money  with  which  to  pay  A.  B.  C.  manu- 
facturers the  stipulated  30  per  cent  cash. 

The  matter  is  somewhat  diplomatically  put 
into  words  by  the  Rubber  Goods  attorney, 
Mr.  Ivins,  as  follows: 

"Preliminaries  of  an  agreement  have  been 
arranged  whereby  the  Rubber  Goods  Co. 
will  acquire  the  Hartford  Rubber  Works 
plant,  as  it  has  been  desirous  of  doing  from 
the  beginning  in  order  to  increase  its  facili- 
ties, so  that  it  will  have  one  large  tire  plant 
in  the  West,  namely,  Morgan  &  Wright,  of 
Chicago,  manufacturing  double  tube  tires, 
and  one  large  plant  in  the  East,  namely, 
Hartford  Rubber  Works,  manufacturing  sin- 
gle   tube   tires. 

"The  Rubber  Goods  Co.  will  also  acquire 
at  once  the  American  Dunlop  Tire  Co.,  which 
has  been  purchased  for  its  account,  as  well  as 
the  Mechanical  Fabric  Co.,  of  Providence, 
R.  I. 

"If  the  negotiations  with  the  American  Bi- 
cj'cle  Co.  are  concluded  this  will  add  to  the 
Rubber  Goods   Co.'s  properties  the   Hartford 


Rubber  Works  Co.,  the  Indianapolis  Rubber 
Co.,  the  Peoria  Rubber  Co.  and  the  rubber 
business  of  the  Indiana  Bicycle  Co." 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  American 
Dunlop  Co.  was  apparently  taken  into  the 
Rubber  Goods  Co.  some  tirtje  ago.  However, 
the  matter  may  not  have  been  closed  defi- 
nitely until  now.  There  was  a  meeting  in  the 
Dunlop  offices  at  Belleville,  N.  J.,  one  day 
this  week. 

Several  men  who  occupied  prominent  posi- 
tions in  the  Hartford  Rubber  Works  last 
Thursday  did  not  occupy  the  positions  all  of 
the  following  day. 

The  change  in  their  condition  was  due  to 
their  sudden  discharge  by  Col.  George  Pope, 
one  of  the  directors  of  the  company  and  vice- 
president  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  Colo- 
nel George  appeared  at  the  works  and  for 
"conduct  unbecoming  officers  of  the  com- 
pany" relieved  Lewis  D.  Parker,  treasurer  and 
manager;  Justin  P.  Anderson,  secretary,  and 
John  C.  Wilson,  assistant  manager.  Super- 
intendent Frank  H.  Turner  was  not  dis- 
charged, but  a  foreman  was  put  over  him  and 
he  promptly  resigned.  Mr.  Parker  was 
quoted  later  as  saying  that  both  he  and  Mr. 
Wilson  had  positions.  Mr.  Parker  is,  or  was, 
a  director  in  the  Hartford  Rubber  Works  Co. 

It  is  understood  that  the  sudden  discharges 
are  due  to  alleged  indiscretions  between  the 
ex-employes  and  the  Rubber  Goods  Mfg.  Co., 
incidental  to  the  wish  of  the  latter  to  secure 
control  of  the  plant. 


A  COMBINE  OF  THREE  WOOD-RIM   MAKERS. 


On  October  27,  under  West  Virginia  laws, 
the  American  Wood  Rim  Co.,  to  make  and 
sell  bicycle  rims,  were  incorporated.  Brad- 
ford, Pa.,  a  good  lumber  district,  is  to  be  the 
selling  headquarters.  The  capital  is  $500,- 
000,  and  the  incorporators — all  Cleveland 
people — are  F.  S.  Porter,  R.  A.  Wilbur,  G. 
Metcalf,  A.   Clum,  T.  J.   Moffitt. 

None  of  the  names  mentioned,  perhaps,  are 
familiar  to  the  cycle  trade.  The  concerns  be- 
hind the  names  are  the  following  wood-rim 
makers:  E.  J.  Lobdell,  Marietta,  O.;  Kundtz 
Bending  Co.,  Cleveland;  Fairbanks-Boston 
Rim  Co.,  Bradford,  Pa. 

These  concerns  have  combined.  Several 
meetings  have  been  held  during  the  past  two 
weeks,  and  the  deal  was  finally  completed  at 
Cleveland  on  Oct.  23.     The  dififerent  factories 


are  to  continue  as  heretofore,  each  preserving 
it's  individuality.  Economies  are  to  be  prac- 
ticed in  prevention  of  price-cutting  and  in 
selling.  The  selling  arrangements  are  not  fully 
settled. 

The  officers:  President,  B.  M.  Bailey,  of 
the  Fairbanks-Boston  Co.;  vice-president,  E. 
J.  Lobdell,  of  Marietta;  secretary,  H.  C.  Wil- 
cox, of  the  Fairbanks-Boston  Co.;  treasurer, 
E.  B.  Booth,  who  is  president  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Marietta,  in  which  Kundtz, 
of  Cleveland,  is  interested. 

This  leaves  Tucker,  of  Urbana;  Olds,  of  Ft. 
Wayne;  Rastetter,  of  the  same  place,  and  other 
more  or  less  prominent  wood-rim  makers, 
still  uncombined. 

A  wood-rim  maker  says:  "I  am  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  A.  B.  C.  is  back  of  the  deal." 


BOTTOM-BRACKET   EACT,   RIMOR  AND  CONJECTIRE. 


Cleveland,  Oct.  28. — A  strong  Cleveland  firm 
have  a  method  for  building  a  bicycle  frame 
which,  according  to  their  best  belief,  does  not 
infringe  the  claims  of  the  Owen-Smith  bot- 
tom-bracket patent.  Should  this  patent  be 
sustained  in  a  future  suit  it  is  quite  probable 
that  the  firm  in  question  will  have  an  inter- 
esting proposition  to  make  to  those  manu- 
facturers who  do  not  care  to  pay  royalties 
to  the  A.  B.  C. 


A  report  comes  to  The  Wheel  from 
Chicago  that  the  principals  of  a  cycle  making 
firm  there,  and  of  one  in  Indiana,  intend  to 
push  the  manufacture  of  a  bottom-bracket 
which  they  believe  does  not  infringe  upon  the 
Smith-Owen  patent.  It  is  not  deemed  ad- 
visable to  mention  iheir  names  without  fur- 
ther investigation. 

Contradictory  rejjorts  have  been  in  circu- 
lation concerninc;  the  altiluile  of  the  A.  B.  C. 
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in  control  of  the  Smith-Owen  patent  toward 
outside  cycle  and  parts  makers.  The  A.  B.  C. 
itself  has  stated  its  willingness  to  license  in- 
dependent makers  (of  cycles  and  parts  both, 
presumably)  to  manufacture  under  its  patents. 
Last  week's  reports  from  the  West  made  it 
appear  that,  pending  any  such  arrangements, 
the  policy  was  to  "persuade"  independent 
cycle  makers  to  buy  all  stampings,  including" 
bottom  brackets,  from  certain  A.  B.  C. 
stamping  factories.  Now  it  is  reported  that 
even  when  orders  are  so  placed  they  are  not 
filled,  thus  delaying  the  independent  makers. 
One  Milwaukee  maker  complains  that  he  has 
not  only  been  unable  to  get  stampings,  but 
could  not  induce  the  A.  B.  C.  stampings  con- 
cern to  deliver  the  dies  used  on  his  work. 
To  insure  and  hasten  the  marketing  of  his 
goods  he  has  placed  orders  elsewhere.  The 
stampings  people,  questioned  about  this,  said 
that  they'  were  always  behind  their  orders  at 
this  time  of  year. 

It  is  also  being  discovered,  to  the  (dis-) 
satisfaction  of  the  discoverers  at  least,  that 
stampings  concerns  outside  of  the  A.  B.  C. 
which  have  used  welded  material  will  have 
to  "make  other  arrangements,"  for  the  rea- 
son that  an  agreement  exists  between  the 
A.  B.  C.  and  the  welders  that  no  material 
shall  be  welded  for  outside  makers  of  stamp- 
ings. Several  of  these  stampings  makers  do 
not   use   welded   material,   and   would   not   be 


affected  by  such  a  deal,  but  others  do,  and 
opinion  is  divided  as  to  the  fairness  of  the  al- 
leged move. 

Whatever  the  actual  details  are,  it  is  a  fact 
that  independent  cycle  makers  and  parts 
makers  are,  by  this  and  by  that,  spurred  into 
the  execution  of  some  lively  jig  steps  to 
avoid  delaying  their  1900  business. 


Whether  the  Pope  Mfg.  Co.  or  H.  S.  Owen 
wins  the  Owen  vs.  Pope  bottom-bracket  suit, 
or  .whether  or  no  the  suit  is  withdrawn  on 
the  next  postponed  date  of  hearing,  Decem- 
ber 8,  the  patent  will  belong  to  the  American 
Bicycle  Co.  If,  as  has  been  claimed  by  per- 
sons interested,  counsel  for  the  defense  ad- 
mitted months  ago  their  inability  to  success- 
fully contest  the  patent,  it  would  be  a  matter 
Di  increased  satisfaction  to  those  interested  in 
the  success  of' the  patent  if  the  suit  were  car- 
ried through  and  a  favorable  decision  rend- 
ered. That  would  render  very  difficult,  if  not 
impossible,  any  subsequent  questioning  of 
the  patent.  But  doubtless  the  A.  B.  C.  direc- 
tors feel  sure  of  their  ground  already,  and  it 
would  be  only  natural  if  they  should  conclude 
to  risk  the  possibility  of  litigation  with  inde- 
pendent makers  rather  than  carry  on  the 
present  suit  and  thereby  certainly  add  to  the 
$75,000  which  it  is  said  the  case  has  already 
cost. 


THE  UTEST  TIRE  COMBINE   RIMOR   DENIED. 


It  is  rumored  that  several  independent  tire- 
making  concerns  have  made  an  agreement 
whereby  there  will  be  a  standard  price  upon 
unguaranteed,  low-priced  tires,  the  agreed 
price  to  be  slightly  higher  than  the  average 
price  for  last  season.  The  concerns  men- 
tioned are: 

Diamond  Rubber  Co.,  Goodyear  Rubber 
Co.,  India  Rubber  Co.,  all  of  Akron,  O.,  and 
the  Pennsylvania  Rubber  Co.,  of  Erie,  Pa. 

These  concerns  are  a!so  reported  to  have 
in  mind  the  formation  of  a  pool,  under  which, 
late  in  the  year  1900,  they  will  market  their 
tires  through  one  selling  centre. 

Akron,  O.,  Oct.  30. — The  Akron  concerns 
mentioned  as  having  formed  an  agreement  on 
the  prices  of  low  and  medium-grade  tires 
claim  to  know  nothing  about  such  an  arrange- 
ment. 

A  Wheel  man  interviewed  Charles  Sieber- 
ling,  of  the  Goodyear  Tire  &  Rubber  Co., 
Monday,  and  he  expressed  considerable  sur- 
prise that  his  concern  had  been  mentioned  in 
connection  with  other  tire  manufacturers.  He 
stated  positively  that  there  was  no  ground  for 
such  a  report.  He  said  that  his  company  had 
recently  advanced  prices  on  its  various  grades 
of  tires,  but  the  move  was  wholly  independent 
of  the  other  concerns,  and  he  said  he  knew 
nothing  about  the  policies  of  his  competitors 
in  this  regard.  He  said  that  the  advance  had 
been  made  necessary  by  a  general  advance  in 
rubber,  the  latest  quotations  being  $1.08  for 
pure  Para  rubber,  against  98  cents,  the  price 
of  a  few  months  ago;  and  an  advance  of  from 
71  cents  to  80  cents  for  coarse  rubber. 

As  to  the  statement  that  an  arrangement 
had  been  made  to  handle  the  cheap  tires  of 
all  concerns  from  one  point,  he  put  this  down 
as  ridiculous  in  the  extreme,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  Goodyear  Company  have  already 
sold  enough   goods  to  keep  them   busy  until 


the  latter  part  of  next  spring,  and  they  have 
an  arrangement  with  Mr.  Straus,  of  the 
Straus  Tire  Co.,  New  York,  to  handle  their 
eastern  territory. 

Mr.  Miller,  of  the  Diamond  Rubber  Co., 
was  not  in  when  The  Wheel  man  called,  but 
it  was  learned  that  this  concern  was  also  great- 
ly surprised  to  hear  of  the  report  regarding 
their  business. 

An  official  of  the  India  Rubber  Co.  stated 
that  they  knew  nothing  about  any  agreement 
on  prices,  and  had  never  discussed  quotations 
with  other  people.  He  expressed  the  opinion 
that  an  agreement  on  the  price  of  medium- 
priced  tires  would  be  absolutely  impossible, 
because  of  tlie  wide  difference  in  the  processes 
used  in  construction  and  in  the  make-up  of 
various  brands.  He  stated  that  the  idea  of  a 
general  sales  office  had  never  been  brought 
to  their  attention. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  three  Akron  con- 
cerns must  put  out  a  large  proportion  of  the 
medium-priced  tires  used,  it  would  seem  that 
the  ■  report  mentioned  is  wholly  without 
grounds. 


They  Make  No  Stampings. 

A  contemporary  last  week  included  the 
Standard  Welding  Co.,  Cleveland,  among 
those  concerns  outside  the  A.  B.  C.  who  are 
prepared  to  furnish  stamped  crank-brackets 
to  the  trade.  This  concern  never  made  stamp- 
ings of  any  kind.  They  simply  weld  them  for 
others. 

Colton  Factory  News. 

Toledo,  Oct.  31. — The  Colton  factory, 
which  was  omitted  from  the  classification 
given  out  by  the  A.  B.  C.  last  week,  will 
probably  be  operated,  at  least  for  the  present. 
Mr.  Colton  to  a  Wheel  representative  stated 
that  he  had  received  no  orders  to  close  down, 
and  in  an  interview  this  week  he  stated  that 


his  traveling  men  would  go  out  on  the  road. 
The  factory  is  now  running  a  few  men.  Oth- 
ers in  authority  at  the  factory  stated  that 
they  knew  nothing  of  the  future  of  the  plant. 

New  Seamless  Tube. 

Pittsburg,  Oct.  25.— The  stockholders  of 
the  Standard  Seamless  Tube  Co.  to-day  re- 
ceived their  charter,  adopted  by-laws  and 
elected  a  directory  for  the  ensuing  year.  The 
directors  are  Charles  E.  Pope,  J.  H.  Nichol- 
son, William  McKelvy,  J.  E.  McKelvy  and 
H.  G.  Veeder. 

The  officers  of  the  company  are  Charles  E. 
Pope,  president,  and  J.  H.  Nicholson,  secre- 
tary and  treasurer.  The  company  expects  to 
have  its  works  at  Ellwood  in  active  operation 
before  Jan.  1. 


Rosenfeld  vs.  Thor. 

Mortimer  C.  Rosenfeld,  Cleveland,  doing 
business  as  the  Cleveland  Cycle  Fittings  Co., 
leading  cycle  material  house  in  that  city,  has 
brought  suit  for  $5,000  against  the  Aurora 
Automatic  Machine  Screw  Co.,  manufactur- 
ers of  Thor  fittings.  Rosenfeld  claims  that 
the  Aurora  Company  entered  into  a  contract 
with  him  to  sell  their  goods  to  only  five  other 
concerns  and  at  the  same  price  he  paid,  but 
he  says  Auroraites  sold  indiscriminately  and 
cut  prices. 


New  Toledo  Tube  Mill. 

Toledo,  Oct.  31.— A  new  company  backed 
by  eastern  capital  has  been  organized  and 
will  erect  a  large  tube  mill  in  this  city.  The 
concern  is  known  as  the  Heckert  Baltzey 
Seamless  Tube  Co.  Wm.  C.  Brewer,  formerly 
vv'ith  the  Brewer  Seamless  Tube  Co.,  is  identi- 
fied with  the  new  company.  He  has  been  re- 
cently connected  with  the  Shelby.  The  de- 
tails of  the  new  company  are  not  yet  obtain- 
able. 


Two  Windles  as  Saddle  Makers. 

From  Worcester,  Mass.,  comes  the  follow- 
ing notice  of  an  incorporation  wherein  the 
names  of  the  incorporators  are  well  known  to 
all  wheelmen  who  make  any  pretence  of  be- 
ing old  timers: 

Persons  Mfg.  Co.,  Worcester.  Alanufac- 
ture  of  saddles,  etc.  Capital,  .$5,0UO.  Incor- 
porators: C.  A.  Persons,  W.  W.  Windle,  A. 
D.  Windle. 


Rumored  Bell  Price  Agreement. 

It  was  claimed  yesterday,  too  late  for  verifi- 
cation, that  a  price  agreement  had  been 
reached  between  manufacturers  of  bells.  It 
was  also  claimed  that  the  agreement  was  of 
a  deeper  nature — that  a  New  York  promoter 
named  Post  had  succeeded  in  combining  cer- 
tain concerns. 


Handle-Bar  Suits  in  Prospect. 

Cleveland,  Oct.  31.— The  Kelly  Handle-Bar 
Co.  have  recently  acquired  some  patents  on 
adjustable  handle-bars  and  are  making  prepa- 
rations to  commence  litigation  against  in- 
fringers. They  are  not  as  yet  prepared  to 
give  any  hint  as  to  their  plan  of  operation. 


Canadian  Dunlop  Offices. 

The  new  offices  of  the  Canadian  Dunlop 
Co.  in  Toronto  are  being  sumptuously  fur- 
nished. The  great  American  cheap  tire  moth 
will  move  up  into  that  country  some  day, 
however. 


14 


November    2 


iMMM^ 


PAR. 


Every  saddle  we  make  is  worth  its  face  value* 
It  is  not  claiming  too  much  to  say  it  is  worth  a  premium* 
Every  manufacturer  and  every  dealer  who  counts  his  time  as  valu- 
able would  rather  show  saddles  that  require  little  or  no  talk- 
ing and  argument* 
Saddles  that  sell  themselves  leave  you  time  to  devote  to  other  things* 
When  our  saddles  are  sold  they  stay  sold* 
More  time  saved^  hence  more  profit* 
No  introduction  necessary;  everybody  knows  them, 
And  knows  they  are  reliable  in  every  way — material,  workman- 
ship, style,  comfort,  durability  and  price* 
They  pay  good  dividends,  not  only  in  their  long  life,  but  in  keep- 
ing their  shape  as  long  as  they  live* 
They  grow  old  gracefully — you  never  wish  them  out  of  the  way* 
You  cannot  afford  to  waste  valuable  time  and  reputation  by  push- 
ing saddles  made  of  a  conglomerate  of  short-lived  materials* 
These  are  some  of  the  reasons  why  American  Saddle  Company 

Saddles  are  at  par. 
And  should  be  at  a  premium  with  every  manufacturer  and  dealer* 
Send  for  our  new  catalogue,  which  shows  not  only  saddles  but  an 
elegant  line  of  tool-bags* 


American  Saddle  Co., 


ELYRIA,  OHIO,  U.  S.  A. 


Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 
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NO  CRAWFISH  POLICY. 


IN  marketing  these  lines  the  company  will  pursue  a 
strong  advertising  policy  and  in  every  possible 
way  aid  and  assist  its  dealers  in  disposing  of  goods. — 
Extract  from  statement  of  Pope  Mfg.  Co.  policy  for 
1900. 


WHEEL-RACK  PSYCHOLOGY. 


WHEN  an  industrious  and  versatile  genius  like  the  cycling 
editor  of  the  New  York  "Sun"  digs  into  the  realm  of 
cycling  statistics,  something  of  human  interest  is  sure  to  come 
forth.  In  examining  27  bicycles  in  the  wheel-racks  of  a  Long 
Island  hostelry,  the  other  day,  the  "Sun"  man  developed  these 
facts : 

Six  were  without  lamps,  and  of  the  21  that  carried  them  five  had  gas 
burners  and  16  had  oil.  Seven  of  the  saddles  were  crooked,  either 
twisted  so  that  the  face  slanted  or  the  nose  pointed  to  one  side  or  the 
other.  There  were  two  tandems  and  three  women's  wheels,  but  23 
of  the  27  had  on  toe  clips.  Seventeen  machines  had  upturned  bars. 
A  few  minutes  later,  when  there  were  only  20  wheels  present,  a  count 
showed  that  eight  of  them  were  minus  tool-bags.  In  another  minute, 
when  there  were  17  wheels  standing,  a  count  of  cyclometers  was  made 
and  one  was  found  on  every  'machine  excepting  five.  In  the  17 
bicycles  there  were  only  three  brakes,  one  of  them  on  a  tandem. 

Several  cycling  tendencies  are  revealed.  First  of  all,  a  lack 
of  mechanical  skill  or  patience — nearly  50  per  cent  of  the  ma- 
chines had  no  tool  bags.  Next,  a  general  desire  for  comfort, 
as  shown  in  the  great  percentage  of  toe-clips  and  upturned 
handle-bars.  The  considerable  use  of  cyclometers  probably 
indicated  century-riding  fever,  incipient  or  virulent,  although 
every  rider  who  tries  a  satisfactory  cyclometer  is  likely  to  con- 
tinue its  use — its  story  of  mileage  becomes  more  interesting 
than  the  time  o'  day.  Lack  of  caution  is  indicated  in  the  ab- 
sence of  brakes.     Few  of  the  riders  showed  faith  in  acetylene- 


gas  lamps,  wherein  they  vastly  differ  from  riders  in  the  mid- 
dle and  western  parts  of  the  covmtry. 

Other  peculiarities  were  discovered.  Why  33  per  cent  of 
the  riders  used  lop-sided  or  oddly  tilted  saddles  is  a  question 
susceptible  to  heated  discussion.  And  if  the  reader  has  time 
and  disposition  to  play  with  the  laws  of  conjunctivity,  he  has 
here  a  number  of  elements,  actual  data,  to  practice  with. 


ITS  POLICY  AND  POWER. 


BETWEEN  the  policy  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.,  as  in- 
dicated in  the  statement  printed  in  The  Wheel  last 
week,  and  the  policy  which  is  about  to  be  unsuccessfully  tried 
by  the  Canadian  combine,  there  is  this  essential  difference: 
The  Canadian  company  will  try  the  impossible  when  it  tries 
to  maintain  the  prestige  of  each  of  five  competitive  brands, 
comprising  some  twenty  styles,  while  presenting  them  all 
through  a  single  traveling  salesman.  The  American  com- 
pany, if  we  may  judge  by  its  statement,  has  divided  the  prod- 
uct of  twenty-one  plants  into  nine  groups,  for  the  purpose  or 
subordinating  certain  lines  to  certain  other  lines.  Examina- 
tion of  the  groups  indicates  this.  It  is  true  that  some  rather 
fine  distinctions  have  been  drawn,  but  it  has  obviously  been 
necessary,  and,  if  in  certain  groups  two  lines  appear  to  con- 
flict, a  gradual  degradation  of  one,  by  the  processes  of  com- 
parison, would  seem  not  improbable.  The  tendency  of  the 
whole  trade  has  become  a  shaking-down  process,  and  this 
grouping  simply  facilitates  the  purpose  of  the  sieve.  About 
ten  concerns  are  not  incorporated  in  the  A.  B.  C.  groups.  It 
is  known  that  of  the  exceptions,  some  factories  are  to  be  used 
for  the  manufacture  of  nameless  wheels  for  jobbers.  It  would 
not  be  surprising  if  one  or  more  of  the  other  factories  were 
closed  permanently,  though  this  may  not  be  done. 

The  list  prices  are  what  might  have  been  expected.  There 
could  have  been  no  increase  in  the  prices  of  the  better  ma- 
chines, and  none  has  been  made,  apparently,  in  the  lower- 
grade  lists.  If  prices  to  agents  are  a  bit  stiffer  than  they  were 
last  year — it  is  so,  in  certain  lines^it  is  due  to  compulsory 
natural  conditions.  The  competition  of  independent  makers 
for  the  patronage  of  desirable  agents  would  render  any  mo- 
nopolistic tendency  suicidal. 

The  company  is  at  pains  to  reiterate  its  desire  to  be  every- 
thing that  is  fair,  in  its  dealings  with  agents.     That  is  good. 

It  declares  it  will  stand  for  its  patent  rights.  That  is  nat- 
ural. The  company  states  its  willingness  to  license  independ- 
ent concerns  to  manufacture  under  its  patents,  and,  if  the 
royalties  it  may  ask  prove  non-excessive,  as  no  doubt  they 
will,  there  would  seem  to  be  no  room  for  litigation  unless  it  is 
forced  by  the  independent  maker — in  which  case,  may  the 
right  win. 

An  encouraging  note  to  the  cycle  trade  is  that  part  of  the 
statement  saying  that  one  of  the  largest  A.  B.  C.  factories — 
presumably  that  of  the  Indiana  Bicycle  Co. — has  been  set 
apart  for  the  exclusive  manufacture  of  automobiles.  Perhaps, 
when  preliminaries  are  over  and  there  is  a  breathing  spell,  the 
A.  B.  C.  leaders  will  set  a  useful  pace  in  the  development  of 
what  might  be  called  the  moderately  poor  man's  automobile — 
the  motor-cycle — in  the  form  of  tricycles  and  tandem-seated 
quadricycles.  Other  forms  of  motor-cycle  seem  to  us  to  be 
out  of  proportion  to  the  space-requirements  of  the  motors. 

With  far-away  vision  the  directors  of  the  A.  B.  C.  announce, 
with  special  reference  to  foreign  trade,  that  they  see  no  reason 
why  their  company  should  not  be  able  eventually  to  largely 
control  the  markets  of  the  world.  Big  words,  bravely  spoken, 
and  not  unwarranted.     Without  regard  to  individual  abilities, 
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possible  errors  of  policy,  and  other  contin.s^cncies.  and  having 
in  mind  solely  the  fact  that  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  does  now 
own  in  powerful  proportion  the  bicycle  manufacturing  capacity 
of  this  country,  and  that  the  demand  for  bicycles,  American 
bicycles  in  particular,  is  growing  and  will  be  permanent  the 
world  over,  it  must  be  said  that  the  organization  has  strength 
enough  to  carry  through  almost  any  reasonable  plan  which  it 
may  undertake. 


WHAT  induces  inventors  to  spend  so  much  time  upon 
bicycle  supporters — devices  which  are  to  be  parts 
of  the  bicycle,  and  to  hold  it  up  when  it  is  at  rest — is  a 
question  that  should  puzzle  even  inventors  to  answer.  Scarcely 
a  week  goes  by  without  adding  a  bicycle-supporter  patent  or 
two  to  the  lumber  of  the  Patent  Office.  It  shows  a  ludicrous 
failure  to  recognize  commercial  needs, and  possibilities. 


ALONG  about  this  time  of  year  frost  withers  flora  and 
fauna.  Science  says  that  in  every  human  mouth  there 
is  a  variety  of  germ  growths.  These,  too,  are  affected  by  the 
weather.  Cold  kills  some  of  them.  Some  of  those  that  are 
not  killed  by  cold  produce  pneumonia  under  certain  condi- 
tions, including  the  death  of  the  other,  the  protective  germs. 
A  doctor's  talk  on  this  subject  appears  on  another  page.  The 
proportion  of  pneumonia  victims  is  not  smaller  among  cyclists 
than  in  other  classes,  and  if  the  Man  with  the  Scythe  should 
come  your  way  on  the  pneumonia  route,  and  succeed  in  put- 
ting you  to  bed,  it  may  interest  you  to  know  just  what,  scien- 
tifically, is  happening  to  you.     The  doctor's  article  will  enable 

you  to  know  this. 

»     ♦     * 

President  Mulholland,  of  the  International  Union  of  Bicycle 
Workers,  whose  headquarters  is  in  Toledo,  was  in  New  York  last  week 
watching  the  formation  of  the  bicycle  trust. — New  York  Journal. 

IN  fancy  we  see  Mr.  Mulholland  standing  in  front  of  the 
Astor  House,  his  head  cocked  back  and  his  range-finders 
intently  fixed  upon  a  skyward  spot  a  few  degrees  east  of  the 
zenith — in  other  words,  upon  the  A.  B.  C.  offices  on  the 
twenty-second  floor  of  the  Park  Row  Building.  We  trust  that 
as  a  result  of  his  watching  Mr.  Mulholland  has  determined 
whether  the  bicycle  trust  is  a  nebular  hypothesis  or  a  concrete 

fact. 

*  «     * 

BE  it  known  to  wheelmen  who  indulge  in  automobilistic 
dreams,  but  who  find  it  necessary  to  put  nearly  every 
dollar  where  it  will  do  the  most  good,  that  in  France  any  auto- 
mobile road  wagon — not  motor-cycle — that  can  be  purchased 
for  as  little  as  -ftOO  is  classed  as  cheap-and-nasty,  and  that 
"really  serviceable"  vehicles  cost  three  or  four  times  that 
amount.  Evidently,  the  most  tangible  hope  of  the  cyclist  lies 
in  the  development  of  the  motor-cycle,  private  use  of  which 
has  grown  so  rapidly  in  Paris  that  the  French  Government  is 
giving  it  a  serious  trial  for  mail-collectors. 

*  »     * 

EVERYBODY  knows  A.  PI.  Overman  to  be  a  courageous 
and  warrior-like  man.  Apropos  to  the  decision  that 
operators  of  steam-driven  automobiles  in  Washington  must 
have  engineers'  licenses,  be  it  known  that  there  is  an  old  law 
in  New  York  State  compelling  the  users  of  all  steam-driven 
vehicles  to  have  an  out-rider  so  many  feet  in  front,  carrying  a 
red  flag.  Mr.  Overman  manufactures  a  steam  wagon,  and  it 
is  not  surprising  to  learn  that  it  is  his  intention  to  fight  against 
the  waving  of  that  red  flag. 

*  «     ♦ 

PROFITABLE  reading,  that  Toronto  communication,  on 
another  page,  about  the  policy  of  the  Canadian  bicycle 
combine.  The  progress  of  its  effort  to  have  one  traveler  carry 
and  place  a  line  comprising  five  brands  and  nearly  twenty 
styles  of  bicycles  will  be  watched  with  interest,  and  we  do  not 
hesitate  to  emphatically  express  the  opinion  that  the  experi- 
ment will  fail,  if  it  is  not  the  desire  of  the  combine  to  exter- 
minate some  or  most  of  the  brands. 


N 


O  more  efifective  way  to  kill  a  business  can  be  found  than 
to  acquire  a  strong  patent  and  hire  an  autocratic  sales 
manager  to  wave  it  in  the  face  of  customers.  When  the  same 
manager  makes  unfair  price-discriminations,  writes  simply 
letters  and  is  curt  in  his  personal  treatment  of  visitors,  it  is 
time  for  his  superiors  to  pick  a  plot  of  greensward  in  the 
Cemetery  for  Commercial  Wrecks. 

*  «     « 

IN  the  first  seven  months  of  this  year,  despite  extensions 
and  enormously  increased  operating  expenses,  114  Ameri- 
can railroads  made  |19,000,000,  net  profit,  more  than  they 
made  during  the  same  period  last  year.  A  straw  that  proves 
sound  general  business,  and  no  clouds  in  the  sky  except  the 
two  threatening  spots  of  stock  jobbing  and  politics. 

*  '  •     • 

AUTOMOBILISM  and  Central  Park  law  are  to  have  a 
tussle,  thanks  to  the  self-immolation  of  Mr.  Buzbv. 
Automobilism  will  win.  And  still,  the  law  being  intended  to 
protect  the  greatest  number  against  new-fangled  road  vehicles 
which  would  be  real  nuisances,  it  is  just  as  well  that  red  tape 
and  a  test  case  should  be  necessary. 

«     *     * 

De  Aar,  Oct.  25. — A  second  courier  has  just  arrived  from  Kimber- 
ley.     He  rode  the  hundred  'miles  in  36  hours.     *     *     * 

CUT  out  of  a  newspaper  war-dispatch,   and  quoted  here 
with  the  remark  that  the  gentleman  should  have  used 
a  wheel  and  loafed  the  distance  in  less  that  half  the  time. 

*  •     • 

NOTHING  could  be  more  encouraging  to  cycle  makers 
who  have  an  eye  upon  the  automobile  than  the  words 
of  a  leading  member  of  the  National  Carriage  and  Harness 
Dealers'  Association:  "Our  idea  of  carriages  embraces  horses 

to  move  them." 

*  «     * 

FIFTY-FIVE  years  old,  and  lowered  British  amateur  rec- 
ords from  six  to  twenty-five  miles.  That  honor  belongs 
to  C.  B.  Lawes.  This  phenomenal  exception,  however,  ac- 
centuates the  rule  that  men  over  thirty  are  rarely  good  in  ath- 
letics. 

*  *     * 

"1\I  '^^  made  by  a  trust.     Not  in  a  trust."     What  is  the 

i  N       value  of  such  statements,  in  advertisements?     Much. 

Nothing.     It  is  a  double-pointed  proposition.     Either   point 

may  be  used  and  found  profitable,  according  to  circumstances. 

»     «     » 

CURIOUS,  the  way  daily  newspapers  cater  to  anti-com- 
bine feeling.     The  formation  of  the  Cycle  Trade  Pro- 
tective Association  has  resulted  in  columns  of  newspaper  talk 

all  over  the  country. 

*  »     * 

"I  am  through  with  L.  A.  W.  politics  for  all  time.     It  ages  a  man." 
—Mr.  LB.  Potter. 

ORETTY  rough  on  Potter  kind  of  politics,  isn't  it? 

*  «     • 

FOREIGN  countries  sent  us  311,715  emigrants  last  year. 
They  had  in  cash  |5,414,4G2.     A  lot  of  them  will  want 
bicycles. 
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A.  B.  C.  TO  GO  AFTER 

CANADIAN  BUSINESS. 


Toronto,  Oct.  28. — For  the  past  few  weeks 
it  has  been  known  that  a  scheme  was  on 
foot  to  promote  some  sort  of  a  bicycle 
combine  to  oppose  the  Canada  Cycle  & 
Motor  Co.  It  is  now  learned  that  the  result 
of  negotiations  begun  by  Mr.  Lemuel  H. 
Foster,  of  Detroit,  with  prominent  Canadian 
capitalists  is  the  establishment  of  a  rival  con- 
cern of  very  large  proportions,  which  will 
include  most  of  the  companies  not  now  in  the 
big  combine. 

The  large  trade  in  Canada  which  has  been 
pieviously  done  by  the  companies  which  com- 
pose the  American  Bicycle  Co.  is  to  be  pre- 
served by  this  syndicate,  which  has  purchased 
from  the  A.  B.  C.  all  its  patent  rights,  good- 
will and  business,  and  will  at  once  establish 
a  manufacturing  plant  in  Canada.  To  this 
will  be  added  the  plants  of  the  Canadian  Typo- 
graph  Co.,  of  Windsor,  who  manufacture  the 
E.  &  D.  bicycle;  the  Canadian  branch  of  E. 
C.  Stearns  Co.,  and  the  Wheeler  and  Christie 
saddle  companies. 

The  promoters  are  now  looking  for  suit- 
able premises,  and  Toronto  is  the  point  where 
they  are  anxious  to  locate  provided  a  satis- 
factory factory  can  be  obtained.  The  capital 
will  be  $2, 500, 000,  and  contracts  have  been 
signed  for  the  property  and  machinery.  The 
company  will  also  manufacture  automobiles, 
and  will  turn  out  the  same  styles  of  these 
carriages  as  are  manufactured  by  the  Ameri- 
can Bicycle  Co. 

It  is  understood  that  Mr.  Fred  S.  Evans, 
of  the  Canadian  Typograph  Co.,  will  be  man- 
ager. 

It  is  understood  that  the  proposed  factory 
capacity  will  be  30,000  wheels  of  all  kinds 
yearly. 

Canadian  Company  Completed. 

Toronto,  Oct.  27. — An  important  meeting 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Canada  Cycle 
&  Motor  Co.  was  held  yesterday  and  the  ex- 
ecutive organization  of  the  company  com- 
pleted. Mr.  E.  R.  Thomas  was  appointed 
second  vice-president  of  the  company,  the 
first  vice-president  being  Senator  Cox.  Jo- 
seph N.  Shenstone,  formerly  in  charge  of  the 
bicycle  business  of  the  Massey-Harris  Co., 
was  made  general  manager,  and  W.  H.  Shap- 
ley,  late  secretary  and  manager  of  the  Goold 
Bicycle  Co.,  was  appointed  general  superin- 
tendent. 

Mr.  Thomas  has  been  the  head  of  the 
"Cleveland"  concern  in  Canada.  He  is  an 
American  who  in  the  few  years  of  his  resi- 
dence in  Canada  has  made  many  warm  friends 
both  in  and  out  of  business,  all  of  whom  'will 
be  pleased  to  learn  that  his  large  interests  will 
make  his  residence  in  Toronto  permanent. 
Mr.  Shenstone's  genius  for  organization  and 
the  general  management  of  large  business  in- 
terests is  well  recognized.  Mr.  Shapley  will 
have  direct  supervision  of  the  factories  of  the 
company,  and  for  this  post  he  is  well  quali- 
fied by  his  practical  knowledge  and  mechan- 
ical skill.  These  three  gentlemen,  with  the 
president,  first  vice-president  and  the  Hon.  L. 
M.  Jones,  will  form  the  executive  committee 
of  the  board  of  directors. 


At  the  close  of  the  meeting  the  president. 
Air.  ATassey,  left  for  Boston,  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  in  connection  with  the  automo- 
bile branch  of  the  company's  business.  Mr. 
Massey  will  be  absent  for  about  a  fortnight. 
The  company's  prospects  in  this  line  are  ex- 
cellent, and  it  is  probable  that  Mr.  Thomas 
will  find  it  necessary  to  devote  nearly  the 
whole  of  his  time  to  the  motor  vehicle  busi- 
ness of  the  company. 

The  large  warehouse  premises  on  the  south- 
east corner  of  Front  and  Bay  streets,  which 
have  been  leased  by  the  company  for  its  gen- 
eral offices  and  show  rooms,  will  be  rapidly 
prepared  for  early  occupation. 

Richard  Garland,  formerly  manager  of  the 
Dunlop  Tire  Co.,  who  some  time  ago  went  to 
Australia  to  dispose  of  that  branch,  has  re- 
turned to  Toronto,  having  arrived  yesterday. 
He  is  reported  to  have  been  very  successful 
in  Jiis  deal  and  is  said  to  be  liberally  supplied 
with  Australian  money.  In  fact,  Mr.  Garland 
is  said  to  now  be  worth  in  his  right  more  than 
1200,000. 


for  making  up  these  machines  has  been 
bought.  Work  is  now  being  carried  on  in 
the  factory  by  a  small  force  of  men,  but  these 
are  nearly  all  employed  in  making  tools  or 
in  the  repair-shops. 

Some  work  is  being  done  upon  the  auto- 
mobile, but,  as  A.  H.  Overman  is  now  abroad 
for  the  purpose  of  selling  either  the  machine 
or  the  foreign  rights  upon  it,  nothing  definite 
is  known.  This  is  Mr.  Overman's  own 
venture,  entirely  aside  from  the  Overman 
Wheel  Co. 

The  creditors  of  the  latter  have  already  re- 
ceived 50  cents  on  $1  and  it  is  a  question 
whether  they  will  think  it  wise  to  raise  money 
enough  to  put  a  new  wheel  on  the  market 
next  year  or  sell  the  plant  if  a  buyer  can  be 
found  who  is  willing  to  pay  a  reasonable  price 
for  the  plant.  If  the  latter  course  is  adopted 
and  the  factory  sold,  anything  over  the  sum 
due  to  the  creditors  reverts  to  Mr.  Overman 
personally. 

Assignee  Has  Eigliteen  Hundred. 

The  first  account  of  the  assignee  of  the  firm 
of  Hill  &  Lyster,  Philadelphia,  dealers  in  bi- 
cycles and  sundries,  has  been  filed  in  the  Com- 
mon Pleas  Court.  The  total  debts  shown  by 
the  account  amount  to  $2,568.23;  total  dis- 
bursements, $674.50,  leaving  a  balance  in  the 
hands  of  the  assignee  for  distribution  among 
the  creditors  of  $1,893.73. 


WHAT  WILL  HAPPEN? 


That    Is   the    Question  with    Regard  to  the  Victor 
Plant. 

Springfield,  Oct.  28. — There  are  many  con- 
jectures in  Chicopee  Falls  as  to  the  future  of 
the  Overman  Wheel  Co.  Work  is  being  car- 
ried on  upon  a  new  1900  model  to  be  put 
upon  the  market  in  the  spring,  but,  as  far  as 
can  be  learned,  no  large  amount  of  new  stock 


New  Directors  Chosen. 

The  Rochester  Wheel  Co.  have  filed  notice 
of  the  election  of  the  following  directors: 
Henry  L.  AVhite,  Wilson  H.  Moore,  Benja- 
min F.  Gleason,  William  Dailey,  Gififord  Mor- 
gan, William  H.  Jessup,  Julius  Lester,  Sam- 
uel J.  Howell,  Harris  Holmes,  James  E.  Con- 
ley,  Elias  Garrison,  Charles  E.  Schaefifer  and 
Frank  E.  Winne. 


A  WORD  ON  THE  CANADIAN  COMBINE. 


.  Toronto,  Oct.  25. — When  the  Canada  Cycle  &  Motor  Co.  placed  their  stock  on  the 
market  it  was  subscribed  for  twice  over.  Many  subscribed  in  expectation  of  finding 
the  stock  listed  at  an  advance  of  about  10  per  cent  in  a  few  days,  when  they  expected 
to  sell  out  and  pocket  the  difference.  But  they  found  that  a  goodly  share  of  their  neigh- 
bors had  done  the  same  thing,  and  the  stock  did  not  go  up  the  anticipated  ten  points, 
and  many  who  cannot  afford  to  hold  it  now  find  themselves  loaded  up  with  stock 
that  is  not  so  easy  to  get  rid  of  without  suffering  a  loss. 

The  general  opinion  is  that  the  combine  has  got  its  work  cut  out  to  make  the 
thing  the  grand  success  which  its  promoters  predicted  for  it.  Most  of  the  small 
manufacturers  who  did  not  go  into  the  combine  are  feeling  quite  elated  over  the  pol- 
icy adopted  by  the  big  concern,  as  they  are  of  the  opinion  that  their  trade  will  be 
improved  thereby.  For  it  seems  to  be  the  intention  of  the  combine  to  market  and 
advertise  the  five  brands  of  wheels  they  control  all  under  one  head.  There  is  a  very 
strong  impression  that  they  will  find  this  a  mistake.  It  will  be  difficult  to  find  a  suit- 
able agent  in  each  country  town  who  can  successfully  carry  five  different  brands,  all 
made  under  one  control.  The  individuality  of  each  brand  is  going  to  be  seriously 
weakened  in  this  way.  The  plan  carries  on  the  face  of  it  the  word  "combine,"  and 
it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  public  are  strongly  prejudiced  against  the  significance 
that  the  word  has  to  the  average  wage-earner.  Consequently  we  find  many  agents, 
who  have  been  handling  some  one  of  these  lines,  now  that  they  find  the  identity  of 
their  pet  wheel  has  been  absorbed  by  the  combine,  are  on  the  lookout  for  some 
other  good  bicycle  which  can  be  picked  up  on  the  outside. 

We  understand  that  the  combine  have  sent  one  of  their  most  popular  travelers  on 
the  road  with  a  complete  line  of  the  different  styles — some  18  or  20  in  all.  This  is  to 
be  an  experiment,  and,  if  it  succeeds,  the  goods  will  all  be  represented  in  this  way. 
A  short  time  will,  therefore,  tell  the  tale.  But  in  the  meantime  the  outside  manufac- 
turers are  not  losing  any  sleep  over  the  result. 
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English  Wheels  for  1900. 


WE  don't  copy  English  models  any  more, 
because  in  our  opinion  we  do  better 
than  they.  We  like  flush-joint  frames  and 
one-piece  or  two-piece  crank-hangers.  They 
stick  to  the  three-piece,  cotter-pin  idea.  They 
have  other  general  peculiarities,  and  in  some 
respects  the  characteristics  of  their  1900  ma- 
chines are  worthy  of  curious  study,  if  nothing 
more.  Hence  the  reproduction,  below,  of  an 
article  from  the  "Cyclist,"  of  London,  just  to 
hand : 

"There  is  no  burning  question  for  next 
year's  machine  but  free-wheels  and  back-ped- 
aling brakes,  and,  save  longer  cranks,  upon 
which  most  makers  have  now  made  up  their 
minds,  they  are  the  only  things  to  aflfect  the 
construction  of  the  bicycle  for  next  year. 
With  the  dififerences  which  they  are  likely  to 
make  we  dealt  in  our  last  issue  under  the 
above  title,  and  the  matter  is  further  referred 
to  in  our  report  of  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Cycle  Engineers'  Institute,  which  will  be 
found  elsewhere  in  this  issue.  The  usual 
small  improvements  will  be  and  are  being 
made. 

Joints  and  Fork  Crowns. 

"BOX  FORK  CROWNS  ARE  BECOMING  MORE 
AND  MORE  GENERAL  IN  ONE  FORM  OR  AN- 
OTHER, AND  IT  IS  WELL  THEY  SHOULD  BE, 
AS  THEY  HARBOR  DIRT  LESS  AND  ARE 
MUCH  EASIER  TO  CLEAN  THAN  THE  OPEN 
DOUBLE  PLATE  VARIETY,  BESIDES  BEING 
IN  MOST  CASES  STRONGER. 

"FLUSH  JOINTS  WILL  ONLY  BE  FITTED 
HERE  AND  THERE,  AND  WE  ARE  GLAD  OF 
IT,  AS  WE  CANNOT  LOOK  UPON  THEM  AS 
AN  IMPROVEMENT,  ALTHOUGH  THEY  ARE 
ALMOST  UNIVERSAL  IN  AMERICA. 

"On  best  machines  a  strong  bracket  bridge 
or  its  equivalent  is  being  fitted  with  a  few 
exceptions,  and  these  exceptions  include  one 
or  two  of  the  very  finest  and  easiest  running 
machines  on  the  market. 

Disc  and  Cone  Bearings. 

"BEARINGS  ARE  NOT  LIKELY  TO  BE 
CHANGED.  THE  DISC  AND  CONE  ADJUST- 
MENTS SO  NEARLY  APPROXIMATE,  NOW 
THAT  THE  LATTER  ARE  MADE  PRACTI- 
CALLY DUST-PROOF  AND  OIL-RETAINING, 
THAT  SO  LONG  AS  THEY  ARE  WELL  MADE 
EVEN  THE  MOST  ARDENT  UPHOLDERS  OF 
THE  DISC  ARE  BOUND  TO  OWN  THAT  THE 
DIFFERENCE  BETWEEN  THE  RUNNING  OF 
THE  TWO  SYSTEMS  IS  ABSOLUTELY  INDIS- 
TINGUISHABLE, EVEN  BY  THE  MOST  SEN- 
SITIVE. THE  DISC  AGITATION  THREE 
YEARS  BACK,  AS  WE  SAID  IT  WOULD,  HAS 
FALLEN  ABSOLUTELY  FLAT. 

"Of  the  very  best  houses,  some  fit  the  disc 
and  some  the  cone,  and  both  seem  to  give 
equal  satisfaction  to  their  users.  So  long  as 
the  bearing  is  properly  designed  and  made  we 
are  personally  quite  content  with  either. 
Some  further  attempts  are  being  made  to 
rearrange  matters  a  bit,  so  that  where  nuts 
have  been  inaccessible  they  will  be  put  in 
rather  less  temper-trying  positions. 

Simple  Crank  Fastenings. 

"There  is  a  general  tendency  to  adopt  what 
we  have  recommended  for  some  time — pedals 
Screwed  into  cranks  with  right  and  left  hand 
threads,  with  no  split  eyes  or  other  dirt-gath- 
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ering  projections  to  worry  one,  and  in  this 
connection  we  may  parenthetically  express 
the  hope  that  all  makers  adopting  this  princi- 
ple will  try  and  agree  on  a  standard  thread, 
so  that  pedals  may  be  once  more  interchange- 
able. The  crank  cotter  seems  likely  to  hold 
its  own,  and  it  is  certainly  hard  to  beat  unless 
one  wants  to  remove  it  without  a  cramp,  and 
we  wish  something  could  be  done  to  over- 
come this  objection.  Chain  adjustments  are 
stationary,  or  practically  so,  no  sign  of  any 
great  increase  in  eccentric  adjustments  being 
at  present  noticeable. 

Complex  Tubing  Ideas. 

"THERE  IS  NO  EVIDENCE  OF  SETTLEMENT 
OF  TUBE  SECTIONS,  ROUND,  DOUBLE 
ROUND,  EIGHT,  D,  AND  OVAL  BEING 
FITTED  ACCORDING  TO  THE  DESIGNERS' 
BELIEFS,  THOUGH  THE  USE  OF  D  FRONT 
FORKS,  AS  WELL  AS  OF  OVAL  AND  DUPLEX 
BACK  FORKS,  SEEMS  SPREADING,  AND  SO 
DOES  THE  TENDENCY  TO  FIT  STAMPED 
FORK  ENDS  SLOTTED,  SO  THAT  THE  FRONT 
WHEEL  CAN  BE  REMOVED  AND  REPLACED 
WITHOUT  SPRINGING. 

"This  strengthening  must  be  done  carefully, 
for  it  is  quite  easy  to  get  the  ends  of  the 
fork  too  strong,  and  so  set  up  dangerous 
strain  at  the  top.  We  should  say  here  that 
Hillman's  double  scroll  sheet  steel  tubing  is 
being  taken  up  by  more  than  one  leading 
house,  with  the  result  that  some  immensely 
strong  roadsters  of  very  moderate  weight 
will  be  seen  at  the  shows. 

Simpler  Adjustment  Needed. 

"Among  the  defects  which  we  should  like  to 
see  remedied  besides  those  already  hinted  at, 
and  at  remedying  which  some  attempts  have 
already  been  made,  are  handle-bar  and  steer- 
ing adjustment.  These  should  be  separated 
so  that  one  can  be  adjusted  without  disturb- 
ing the  other — easy  to  specify,  but  hard  to 
accomplish  neatly. 

"Crank  bracket  adjustments  are,  perhaps,  as 
generally  trying  as  anything,  and  most  firms 
stick  to  the  locking  bolt,  which  in  too  many 
cases  requires  hammering  to  loosen.  We 
cannot  see  why  concentric  locking  against  the 
end  of  the  bracket  shell  does  not  become  more 
general.  There  is  plenty  of  room  to  do  it 
well;  it  is  not  as  if  it  had  to  be  effected  on 
the  chain  side.  When  cone-adjusting  bear- 
ings are  fitted  arrangement  should  be  pro- 
vided to  prevent  twisting  of  back  axle  when 
chain  is  being  tightened.  Even  now  too 
many  firms  seem  to  forget  that  riders  are  not 
provided  with  a  set  of  box  spanners,  and 
those  they  send  out  are  often  too  thick  to 
touch,  say,  a  bracket  cone,  as  they  will  not 
pass  between  back  of  crank  shoulder  :and  end 
of  bracket.  Pinhole  spanners  are  still  unsat- 
isfactory and  unnecessary.  Some  firms  mark 
saddle  and  handle  stalks  two  inches  from  the 
ends.  It  is  a  good  practice,  and  should  be 
universally  adopted. 

Size  of  Sprocket  Wheels. 

"UNDULY  LARGE  CHAIN  WHEELS  ARE 
ONLY  FITTED  ON  MACHINES  BUILT  FOR 
THE  CONSUMPTION  OF  THE  STREET 
SCORCHER,  AND  WE  HOPE  TO  SEE  LESS  OF 


THEM.  EIGHTEEN,  OR  AT  THE  OUTSIDE 
TWENTY,  TEETH  (1-2  IN.)  ON  THE  BACK 
CHAIN  RING  ARE  AMPLE  FOR  SINGLES.  IF 
MORE  ARE  FITTED,  LACK  OF  RIGIDITY  OR 
EXTRA  WEIGHT  COUNTERBALANCES  ANY 
SLIGHT  ADVANTAGE  OBTAINED  FROM  THE 
LARGER  PULLEYS. 

"There  is  another  complaint  from  which 
many  of  the  commoner  machines  have  suf- 
fered, and  that  is  the  duplicated  top  tube.  We 
mean  a  tube  parallel  with  the  top,  but  run- 
ning from  the  bottom  of  the  steering  socket 
to  the  diagonal  tube.  In  most  cases  this  tube 
is  as  ugly  as  it  is  unnecessary,  as  numbers 
are  fitted  on  machines  with  24-inch  frames. 
If  a  frame  of  26-inch  or  higher  requires  stif- 
fening it  is  far  better  to  use  a  thicker  gauge 
of  tube  throughout,  or  to  put  a  tube  from  the 
top  of  the  steering  tube  to  the  bracket. 

"Most  makers  are  prepared  to  fit  cranks  up 
to  7J  inches  when  ordered,  and  a  good  many 
up  to  8  inches.  A  few  make  special  frames 
for  9  inches  and  longer,  but  the  demand  for 
these  is,  of  course,  limited,  and  only  a  very 
few  houses  will  lay  themselves  out  to  cater 
for  it. 

Straiglit-Tubed  Ladles'  Macliines. 

"With  regard  to  ladies'  bicycles,  the  same 
general  remarks  apply,  but  the  demand  for 
straight-tubed  frames  is  gradually  growing, 
though  by  far  the  greater  number  will  still  be 
double  curved  or  straight  and  curved.  Those 
firms  who  have  brought  out  straight-tubed 
frames  of  symmetrical  design  have  done  well 
with  them,  and  a  few  more  will  include  more 
or  less  scientific  designs  in  their  next  year's 
catalogues.  Featherweight  cycles  for  ladies 
of  light  build  have  also  been  popular,  and  a 
good  many  houses  who  have  not  gone  below 
30  pounds  before  will  make  first-grade  'spe- 
cials' next  year  weighing  from  two  pounds 
to  four  pounds  less. 

Use  of  Tandems  Grows. 

"TANDEMS  CONTINUE  TO  GROW  IN  POPU- 
LARITY, BUT  NOT  RAPIDLY,  THOUGH  THE 
HOUSES  WHICH  HAVE  PUT  OUT  GOOD  DE- 
SIGNS HAVE  DONE  WELL  IN  THEM;  OTHER 
FIRMS  WHO  HAVE  NOT  TURNED  OUT  MA- 
CHINES WITH  ANY  SPECIAL  FEATURES  TO 
RECOMMEND  THEM  ARE  DROPPING  THE 
DOUBLE  ENTIRELY.  THESE  REMARKS  AP- 
PLY TO  'MIXED'  TANDEMS;  THE  DEMAND 
FOR  THE  TWO-MAN  DOUBLE  IS  DECREAS- 
ING IN  ALMOST  ALL  DISTRICTS,  AND  FEW 
MAKERS  WHO  HAVE  NOT  MADE  IT  HITH- 
ERTO WILL  DO  SO  NEXT  YEAR. 

The  Wicked  Americans. 

"We  should  like  to  say  here  that  with  re- 
gard to  the  critical  part  of  this  article  it  is 
not  intended  to  'convey  that  the  matters  re- 
ferred to  are  serious  defects.  This  is  obvious 
to  English  readers,  but  the  last  time  we  made 
a  few  suggestions  for  improvement  in  the 
modern  bicycle  some  of  the  less  scrupulous 
of  our  American  contemporaries  concocted 
articles  headed  'Defects  of  British  Bicycles,' 
or  some  such  title,  on  the  strength  of  it. 
This,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  was  not  fair  play. 
They  would  have  been  far  better  employed 
in  pointing  out  matters  which  were  open  to 
improvement  in  the  bicycles  made  by  their 
State-protected  manufacturers.  To  look  at 
the  matter  from  their  own  point  of  view  there 
are  at  least  as  many  items  on  the  cycles  made 
in  their  country  which  could  be  improved  as 
in  those  turned  out  in  Great  Britain.  We 
regret  being  compelled  to  introduce  the  ele- 
ment of  international  rivalry,  but  after  the 
last  garbling  of  our  statements  no  other 
course  is  open  to  us." 
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PARCELS  POST. 


What   the   Rules   Are    Governing    Export  of   Mer- 
chandise to  Germany  by  the  Mails. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Oct.  27. — Cycle  export- 
ers and  others  will  be  interested  in  the  fol- 
lowing regulations  prescribed  by  the  Treas- 
ury Department  relative  to  the  parcels  post 
convention  between  the  United  States  and 
Germany. 

The  regulations  provide  'that  there  shall  be 
admitted  to  the  mails  exchanged  under  the 
convention  articles  of  merchandise  and  miail 
matter — except  written  matter  of  all  kinds^=- 
tbat  are  admitted  under  any  conditions  to  the 
domestic  mails  of  the  country  of  origin,  ex- 
cept that  no  packet  must  exceed  11  pounds 
in  weight,  nor  the  following  dimensions: 
Greatest  length  in  any  direction,  3  feet  6 
inches;  greatest  length  and  girth  combined, 
6  feet,  and  must  be  so  'wrapped  or  inclosed 
as  to  permit  their  contents  to  be  easily  exam- 
ined by  customs  officers  or  postmasters  duly 
authorized  to  do  so. 

The  packages  shall  be  subject  in  the  coun- 
try of  destination  to  all  customs  duties  and 
customs  regulations  in  force  in  that  country 
for  the  protection  of  the  customs  revenue. 
The  sender  of  each  package  must  make  a  cus- 
toms declaration  upon  a  special  form  provid- 
ed for  the  purpose,  giving  the  address,  a  gen- 
eral description  of  the  parcel,  an  acctii-ate 
statement  of  the  contents  and  value,  date  of 
mailing,  and  the  sender's  signature  and  place 
of  residence. 


A  Test  Law-Suit. 

Toledo,  Oct.  28. — A  suit  has  been  filed  in 
the  courts  of  this  city  which  will  attract  some 
attention  from  wheel  makers  and  salesmen  all 
over  the  country.  The  suit  is  brought  against 
.A.ugust  Carrier,  a  prominent  druggist  of  De- 
troit, by  the  Snell  Cycle  &  Fittings  Co.,  on 
the  charge  of  fraud  and  swindling.  The  case 
is  purely  a  friendly  one  and  is  brought  as  a 
test  case.  Mr.  Carrier  purchased  a  wheel  on 
the  installment  plan  and  removed  it  from  the 
county.  The  laws  of  this  State  place  an  in- 
stallment deal  under  the  head  of  chattel  mort- 
gages and  the  property  cannot  be  removed 
from  the  county  except  by  agreement.  Mr. 
Carrier  will  be  arrested  and  will  go  through 
all  the  legal  forms  and  the  case  will  be  carried 
up.  Bicycle  makers  who  lose  thousands  of 
wheels  annually  by  removal  will  be  interested 
in  the  result. 


Eagle  Stretches  Its  Wings. 

A  quietly  artistic  bit  of  printing  is  the  1900 
preliminary  scream  of  the  Torrington  Eagle. 
In  the  cycle  trade  catalogue  Hterature  of  the 
coming  season  the  Eagle  announcement  will 
hold  a  place  by  reason  of  severity,  simplicity, 
beauty,  and  above  all  because  it  is  strongly 
saturated  with  insinuating  common-sense.  The 
Eagle  Company  sort  of  just  take  Eagle  agents 
by  the  hand  and  have  a  face  to  face  friendly 
chat  with  them.  Eagle  agents  cannot  but  be 
proud  of  their  parent  concern.  There  is 
something  strong  and  friendly  and  fatherly 
in  the  Eagle  Company's  position. 

This  company,  who  have,  for  several  years 
past,  enjoyed  an  ever-'widening  and  substan- 
tial business,  believe  that  the  strongest  link 
between  the  miaker  and  his  agent  is  mutual 
confidence.  The  Eagle  Company  regard  their 
agents  not  merely  as  "customers,"  to  be  light- 
ly dealt  with,  but  as  an  integral  part  of  their 


selling  system.  They  tie  their  agents  up  ever 
so  tightly  by  a  system  of  dealing  that  is  fair 
and  'broad  and  strong.  They  put  behind  them 
a  strong  concern  and  give  them  goods  that 
cut  a  big  figure  in  the  market  because  of  qual- 
ity and  price. 

For  the  coming  season  the  Eagle  Company 
announce  that  they  will  place  their  agents  in 
a  position  to  meet  "all"  competition,  that  they 
will  stand  closely  behind  them,  will  practice 
a  consistent  policy  and  will  encourage  legiti- 
mate cycle-selling  methods,  and  no  other.  The 
tone  of  the  Eagle  Company's  handsome  little 
booklet  is  proof  positive  that  the  Eagle  agency 
system  is  high-class.  Cheap  folks  couldn't 
digest  that  kind  of  talk.  It  would  be  wasted 
on  them.  The  policy  of  the  company  has  all 
along  been — get  right,  then  move  ahead.  An- 
other strong  point  is  that  the  Eagle  Company 
understand  marketing  as  a  science.  They 
know  that  no  business  can  grow  unless  it  of- 
fers the  public  merchandise  that  compels  com- 
mendation, and  to  this  they  add  a  tempting 
price. 

All  agents  will  be  benefited  by  carefully 
reading  the  company's  booklet — and  a  card  to 
Torrington  will  secure  a  copy. 


Exports  Up  to  Date. 

Exports  of  bicycles  and  parts  from  the  port 
of  New  York  for  the  week  ending  October 
31,  1899: 

Argentine  Republic. — 99  oases  bicycles,  $10,461;  5 
cases    bicycle   material,   $242. 

Antwerp. — 2  cases  bicycle  material,  $50. 

Brazil.— 24  cases   bicycles,   $884. 

British  East  Indies. — 13  cases  bicycles,  $1,119;  1  case 
bicycle   material    $89. 

British  West  Indies. — 12  cases  bicycles,  297;  9  cases 
bicycle   material,   $189. 

Bremen. — 12  cases  bicycles,  $600;  9  cases  bicycle 
material,    $878. 

Budapest. — 10    cases    bicycles,    $250. 

British  Australia.^6   cases  bicycles,   $569. 

British  Possessions  in  Africa. — 30  cases  bicycles, 
$1,529;  5   cases  bicycle   material,  $349. 

Central   America. — 1  case  bicycles,   $36. 

Christiania. — 1  case  bicycles,  $50. 

Copenhagen.— 8  cases  bicycles,  $315;  8  cases  bicycle 
material,  $699. 

Cuba. — 113  cases  bicycles,  $6,059;  10  cases  bicycle 
material,   $351. 

Dutch  East  Indies. — 5  cases  bicycles,  $140;  3  cases 
bicycle   material,   $200. 

Ecuador. — 1   case   bicycles,   $14. 

Genoa. — 4  cases  bicycles,  $200;  2  cases  bicycle  ma- 
terial,  $20. 

Havre.— 2  cases  bicycles,  $60;  37  cases  bicycle  ma- 
terial,  .$891. 

Hamburg. — 76  cases  bicycles,  $2,727;  62  cases  bicycle 
material,  $3,310. 

Kief. — 3  cases   bicycles,   $75. 

London. — 166  cases  bicycles,  $2,692;  48  cases  bicycle 
material,    $1,493. 

Liverpool. — 8  cases  bicycles,   $360. 

Mexico. — 14  cases  bicycles,  $414;  4  cases  bicycle 
material,  $193. 

Milan. — 15   cases   bicycle    material,    $250. 

New   Zealand. — 2   cases   bicycles,   $53. 

Newfoundland. — 1   case    bicycle   material,    $52. 

Peru. — 2  cases   bicycles,    $174. 

Piraeus. — 42  cases  bicycles,  $555;  3  cases  bicycle 
material,  .$97. 

Portuguese  Possessions  in  Africa. — 1  case  bicycles, 
$150. 

Rotterdam. — 1  case  bicycles,  $50;  30  cases  bicycle 
material,    .$1,014. 

Stockholm. — 4  cases  bicycles,  $90;  1  case  bicycle 
material,  $17. 

St.    Petersburg. — 10  cases  bicycles,   $270. 

Southampton. — 5  cases    bicycle   material,   $27. 

Uruguay. — S  cases   bicycle  material,  $220. 

Vienna. — 5  cases  bicycles,  $125. 

U.   S.   of  Colombia. — 3   cases  bicycles,   $139. 

Warsaw. — 3  cases   bicycles,   $125. 


Goes  to  Hartford. 

Hartford,  Oct.  27. — In  accordance  with  its 
plans  to  establish  in  this  city  a  plant  for  the 
manufacture  of  its  two-speed  hub,  the  Stan- 
ton Mfg.  Co.  have  opened  offices  here  and 
three  of  its  officers  are  now  in  the  city.  They 
are  Vice-President  and  General  Manager  Ern- 
est S.  Williams,  Treasurer  George  T.  Cun- 
ningham and  Superintendent  King,  of  the 
company's  Waltham  factory. 

The  company  will  offer  shares  of  its  stock 
for  public  subscription  at  $5  each.  The  stock 
is    non-assessable    and    its    par    value    is    $10. 


There  is  no  preferred  stock,  there  are  no 
bonds  and  the  company's  property  is  abso- 
lutely free  from  encumbrance.  The  company 
came  here  to  locate  its  plant  for  making  the 
hubs,  because  so  many  orders  have  been  re- 
ceived that  a  separate  factory  for  making 
them  is  necessary.  William  W.  Tucker,  who 
built  the  first  of  these  hubs  for  the  company, 
will  have  charge  of  the  Hartford  plant. 


Stearns-Barnes-Syracuse. 

All  things  come  to  those  who  wait — provid- 
ed the  waiters  are  by  right  entitled  to  win; 
hence  the  passing  into  the  hands  of  the  E.  C. 
Stearns  &  Co.  Division  of  the  A.  B.  C.  of  the 
Barnes  and  Syracuse  bicycles.  While  the 
Stearns  people  will  now  sell  the  output  of  their 
erstwhile  competitors,  the  individuality  and 
prestige  of  each  line  will  be  rigidly  maintained. 
The  men' who  have  been  connected  in  leading 
positions  with  the  management  O'f  the  various 
three  companies  will  continue  to  be  closely 
identified  with  their  respective  bicycles  in  the 
future  as  in  the  past,  and  E.  C.  Stearns  &  Co. 
hope  the  agents  of  each  line  of  wheels  will  feel 
that  the  same  personal  relations  will  character- 
ize their  dealings  with  the  Division  that  have 
been  one  of  the  pleasant  features  of  their  busi- 
ness connection  in  the  past  with  the  manufact- 
urers of  each  line  of -wheels.  It  is  to  be  noted 
that  the  agents  of  each  wheel  will  have  a  com- 
plete line,  from  a  $25  list  upward,  and  that  every 
model  at  the  dift'erent  lists  will  be  equal  to  any 
bicycle  of  a  similar  list  in  the  market. 


Efficiency  of  Cycle  Police. 

Washington,  Oct.  27. — In  his  annual  report 
the  Superintendent  of  Police  pays  a  high  trib- 
ute to  the  bicycle.  He  says  the  wheel  has 
proven  a  valuable  acquisition  in  expediting 
police  business  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
That  some  idea  may  be  had  of  the  enforce- 
■nient  of  the  laws  against  fast  driving  'and 
bicycle  regulations  by  this  auxiliary  force, 
the  superintendent  states  that  fines  amounting 
to  $18,436  have  been  imposed  in  the  police 
court  through  the  efforts  of  the  cycle  squad. 
An  effort  is  now  to  be  made  to  increase  the 
squad  from  36  to  72  men. 


Some  Short  Notes. 

P.  H.  Tucbury  &  Co.,  dealers  in  bicycles  at 
Whitman,   Mass.,  have   assigned. 

George  Marston's  bicycle  store  at  Lebanon, 
N.  H.,  has  been  damaged  by  fire. 

C.  Walstad,  bicycle  repairer  at  Redwing, 
Minn.,  has  been  succeeded  by  F.   L.   Husby. 

Henry  Pusey,  a  dealer  in  bicycles  at 
Chicago,  has  filed  a  chattel  mortgage  for  $200. 

John  Woerner,  Jr.,  a  Washington,  D.  C, 
bicycle  dealer,  is  reported  to  have  been  sued 
for  $237.  _ 

Clothier  &  Burrows,  bicycle  dealers  of 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  have  been  succeeded  by 
Emil  Baumblatt,  Jr. 

Samuel  Hall,  bicycle  dealer  in  Chelsea, 
Mass.,  has  discharged  a  chattel  mortgage  for 
$150  and  filed  another  for  $292. 

E.  H.  Dakin  has  succeeded  A.  A.  Ander- 
son &  Co.  and  C.  L.  Chalmers  &  Co.,  both 
concerns  having  been  in  the  bicycle  business 
at  Bangor,  Me. 
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PECK  WINS  MIS  CASE. 


The  Chairman   Smashes   Massachusetts'   Slate   and 

Declares  There  Is  No  League 

Organ. 

Boston,  Oct.  28.— There  are  all  sorts  of 
ructions  here  in  League  political  or  organ  cir- 
cles. Lafayette  G.  Blair,  chainnan  of  the 
Rights  and  Privileges  Committee  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Division,  has  announced  his  deci- 
sion in  the  controversy  between  the  Election 
Committee  of  the  Division  and  Arthur  K. 
Peck,  independent  candidate  for  secretary- 
treasurer.  The  decision  is  in  favor  of 
Peck,  and  it  is  of  far-reaching  importance.  It 
specifically  states  that  the  names  selected  by 
the  Election  Committee  cannot  legally  be 
placed  on  the  official  ballot  or  be  voted  for  at 
the  coming  election.  This  would  mean  an 
immense  advantage  for  the  few  independent 
candidates,  of  whom  Peck  is  one. 

Furthermore,  this  conclusion  is  arrived  at 
after  having  first  determined  that  there  is  at 
present  no  official  organ  of  the  League.  A  few 
months  ago  the  publication  known  as  the  "L. 
A.  W.  Bulletin  and  Good  Roads"  was  sus- 
pended as  a  regular  weekly  organ  for  all  mem- 
bers of  the  League,  and  in  its  place  "Elliott's 
Magazine,"  a  monthly,  was  substituted.  Sterl- 
ing Elliott  had  a  contract  to  publish  the  offi- 
cial organ  weekly,  and  it  has  been  alleged 
since  he  made  the  change  in  the  publication 
that  his  contract  with  the  League  was  broken. 
Mr.  Blair's  decision  takes  this  view.  The  full 
text  of  Mr.  Blair's  decision  as  sent  to  Chief 
Consul  Elliott  yesterday  is  as  follows: 

To  the  Chief  Consul  of  the  Massachusetts  Division, 
L.  A.  W. :  The  Committee  on  Rights  and  Privileges, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  protest  of  Arthur  K.  Peck, 
respectfully   submit   the  following   report: 

In  section  2  of  the  constitution  adopted  by  the  Mass- 
achusetts Division  it  is  provided  that  said  Division 
"shall  exist  under,  by  virtue  of  and  in  accordance  with 
the  constitution  and  by-laws  of"  the  League  of  Ameri- 
can Wheelmen,  from  which  said  Division  derives  its 
authority. 

Under  this  authority  the  Division  board  of  officers 
are  empowered  to  make  certain  rules  and  regulations, 
"provided,  however,  that  the  same  shall  in  no  way  con- 
flict with  any  provision  of  the  constitution  and  by-laws 
of  said  League."  Sec.  6,  Constitution  Massachusetts 
Division. 

Sec.  1,  art.  7,  of  the  constitution  of  the  League  of 
American  Wheelmen  contains  the  following  language: 
"The  League  shall  provide  an  official  organ,  to  be 
known  as  the  'L.  A.  \V.  Bulletin  and  Good  Roads,'  in 
which  shall  be  printed  all  official  announcements  and 
communications,"  and  it  provides  that  copies  of  said 
organ  shall  be  sent  regularly  to  the  members  of  the 
League. 

The  provision  of  said  section  as  to  the  official  organ 
was  formally  adopted  by  the  Massachusetts  Division 
and  incorporated  in  its  by-laws  in  art.  2,   sec.  4. 

The  language  above  quoted  is  direct,  unequivocal 
and  positive  in  its  requirements,  and  cannot  be  lightly 
passed  over.  The  fact  that  publication  in  the  "official 
organ"  is  deemed  to  be  of  paramount  importance  is 
also  shown  in  sec.  3,  art.  1,  of  the  by-laws,  by  the 
language  following:  "The  name  of  each  applicant  for 
membership  must  be  published  in  the  official  organ"; 
and  this  requirement  is  not  merely  technical,  but 
prerequisite  to   admission. 

It  thus  appears  that  this  is  a  rule  binding  upon  the 
officers  and  members  alike  in  its  operation,  and  that 
a  violation  of  its  provisions  is  an  infringement  upon 
the   rights  of   all. 

There  appears  to  be  no  dispute  as  to  the  facts  in 
the  case  under  consideration.  The  Election  Committee 
was  duly  elected  on  the  13th  of  September,  and  had 
knowledge  of  the  requirements  of  the  national  and 
Massachusetts  Division  constitution  and  by-laws,  and 
was  bound  to  act  in  accordance  threwith.  The  good 
faith  or  bad  faith  on  the  part  of  the  Election  Commit- 
tee has  no  bearing  on   the  question. 

Neither  is  it  a  question  of  expediency,  to  be  de- 
termined this  way  or  that  as  the  exigencies  or  appar- 
ent interests  of  a  majority  demand;  but  it  is  funda- 
mental,   and    is    to    be    regarded    in    the   light    of    an 


absolute  right  of  each  individual  member,   which  right 
the  majority  is  bound  to  respect. 

The  fact  that  the  nominations  were  published  in  the 
Boston  newspapers — which  was  not  required — does  not 
excuse  the  non-publication  in  the  official  organ,  which 
was  required. 

Without  going  further  into  the  well-known  facts  of 
the  case,  for  the  reasons  already  given,  we  are  of  the 
opinion  that  the  protest  of  Mr.  Arthur  K.  Peck  should 
be  sustained;  that  the  names  of  the  persons  selected 
by  said  Election  Committee  cannot  legally  be  placed 
upon  the  ballot  or  be  voted  for  at  the  coming  elec- 
tion, and  that  the  names  of  such  persons  who  are 
running  as  independents,  so  called,  if  properly  and 
reasonably  filed,  are  the  only  names  that  can  legally 
be  placed  upon  said  ballot.  Respectfully  submitted, 
Lafayette  G.  Blair, 
Chairman  Rights  and  Privileges  Committee. 

The  importance  of  this  decision,  which  is 
practically  final,  was  apparent  to  Elliott.  He 
did  not  care  to  talk  for  publication.  It  was 
said  that  'as  a  result  of  this  decision  no  official 
ballot  would  be  sent  out  to  members,  and  con- 
sequently there  would  be  no  official  election. 


letters  to  show  that  Mears  had  intentionally 
and  in  defiance  of  the  Racing  Board,  set  aside 
the  rules  and  official  referee  at  the  Ohio  State 
meet  on  July  4,  and  that  he  had  endeavored 
to  induce  a  member  of  the  National  Press 
Committee  to  resign  and  withdraw  his  support 
from  the  national  executive.  Mears  flatly  de- 
nied the  statements  set  forth  in  several  affi- 
davits. His  statement  to  the  effect  that  the 
change  of  tone  in  the  articles  he  published  in 
the  "Cycling  Gazette,"  bearing  on  the  racing 
question,  did  not,  in  his  opinion,  lend  assist- 
ance to  the  outlaw  cause,  occasioned  much 
surprise. 

The  general  opinion  of  members  in  this  sec- 
tion is  that  the  Ohio  chief  consul  got  off  re- 
markably easy  with  a  suspension. 


Mears  Gets  One  Year. 

Pittsburg,  Oct.  28.— The  trial  of  Chief  Consul 
Charles  W.  Mears,  of  the  Ohio  division,  L. 
A.  W.,  on  charges  of  conduct  prejudicial  to 
the  interests  of  the  League,  was  heard  at  the 
Hotel  Duquesne,  to-day,  before  the  National 
Committee  as  provided  for  in  the  by-laws. 
The  hearing  was  open  and  reporters  and  mem- 
bers had  free  access.  The  finding  of  the  com- 
mittee was  as  follows: 

Upon  the  hearing  of  the  charges  preferred  in 
writing  by  ten  members  of  the  L.  A.  W.  against 
Charles  W.  Mears  this  committee  finds  that  the  said 
Mears,  a  member  of  the  L.  A.  W.  and  chief  consul 
of  the  Ohio  division,  by  his  own  admissions  did 
serve  as  a  judge  at  an  outlaw  race  meet  held  at 
Waltham,  Mass.,  on  or  about  the  15th  day  of  August, 
1899,  thereby  setting  at  defiance  the  rules  of  the 
League  of  American  Wheelmen  and  furnishing  an 
example  of  disloyalty  to  his  organization,  which,  by 
reason  of  his  official  position,  was  rendered  the  more 
conspicuous  and  culpable.  Therefore,  this  committee, 
in  pursuance  of  the  powers  conferred  upon  it  by  the 
constitution  and  the  by-laws  of  the  L.  A.  W. 
suspends  the  said  Charles  W.  Mears  from  league 
membership  for  one  year  from  the  date  hereof. 

The  committee  further  finds  that  the  other  charges 
preferred  against  said  Mears  are  not  stated  with  suffi- 
cient particularity  for  this  committee  to  take  action 
thereon. 

(Signed)  T.    J.    Keenan,   Jr., 

Conway    W.     Sams, 
Otto   Dorner, 
Wm.   S.    Cook, 
W.    A.    Howell. 

Much  interesting  evidence  was  introduced 
by  the  prosecution,  particularly  afifidavits  and 


Pope  Makes  1900  Announcement. 

The  Pope  Mfg.  Co.  begin  their  advertising 
campaign  for  1900  this  week.  This  com- 
pany's advertisement  is  bound  to  be  read  with 
particular  interest  at  this  time,  because  the 
Pope  Company,  which  has  always  been  an 
important  factor  in  the  bicycle  trade,  is  now 
one  of  the  important  integral  parts  of  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.,  hence  the  annotmce- 
ment  of  the  Pope  policy  is  probably  fairly 
indicative  of  the  style  and  character  of  all 
A.  B.  C.  selling  methods  for  next  season. 

The  Pope  Company,  of  course,  start  off 
with  big  Columbia  and  Hartford  headlines, 
followed  up  by  some  information  about  the 
Stormer  bicycle,  which  they  now  handle.  The 
Pope  line  for  the  coming  season  will  be:  Co- 
lumbia chainless,  $75;  chain,  $50;  Hartford, 
$35;  Stormers,  $35,  $25  and  $30.  The  Vedette, 
Pope's  popular  low-priced  wheel,  will  be  su- 
perseded by  one  of  the  Stormer  models  at  the 
same  price.  The  Pope  Company  will  also 
have   an    attractive   line    of  juvenile   bicycles. 

The  Pope  traveling  salesmen  will  very 
shortly  be  on  the  road  with  full  sample  lines. 
They  also  announce  that  their  1900  catalogue 
will  be  the  handsomest  the  company  have 
ever  issued.  No  details  as  to  improvements 
in  1900  line  are  made  public  in  the  first  ad- 
vertisement, although  they  hint  that  many 
new  features  will  be  found  in  their  1900  mod- 
els, and  do  state  that  among  the  new  things 
offered  by  them  will  be  a  simple,  yet  positive 
coaster  brake  device,  applicable  to  either 
chainless  or  chain  wheels. 


EXPORTS  rOR  NINE  MONTHS. 

There  is  a  continued  decrease  in  exports.     The  drop  of  $1,600,000  in  the  first  nine  months 

of  the  year,  compared  with  the  same  period  last  year,  is  something  akin  to  a  flop.  Reasons 

previously  given  are  decreased  prices,  harm  done  in  '97  by  certain  unscrupulous  shippers 

of  poor  goods,  satiating  of  foreign  markets,  etc.  Probably  the    shysters   of   '97   have   had 

much  to  do  with  it.     In  consequence  of  their  exploits,  large  lots  of  American  machines  of 

excellent  grade  now  repose  in  European  warehouses,  unsalable. 

—September —  — Nine  Months  Ending  September — 

Destination.                                                                  1898.  1899.  1897.  1898.  1899. 

United  Kingdom   $36,533  $20,841  $1,908,880  $1,547,833  $626,005 

France    4,638  5,693  239,643  459,887  399,681 

Germany   64,180  13,218  1,119,848  1,381,503  731,669 

Other   Europe    35,262  16,619  996,603  852,175  817,233 

British  North  America 11,837  8,166  688,037  553,511  510,300 

Central  American  States  and  British  Honduras          585  324  18,708  5,554  4,143 

Mexico     5,735  2,830  56,112  50,951  35,537 

Santo    Domingo    3,722  598  298 

Cuba    61  14,662  6,959  3,406  64,504 

Porto  Rico  124  77  3,104  1,354  2,311 

Other  West  Indies  and  Bermuda 2,819  2,752  102,690  56,667  48,990 

Argentina    8,579  31,756  36,124  79,031  232,518 

Brazil    5,879  2,996  23,453  82,040  26,393 

Colombia    503  682  15,730  6,893  6,790 

Other  South  America  2,142  8,045  46,659  34,518  49,938 

China    3,510  3,198  16,423  18,337  19,423 

East   Indies— British    11,988  14.222  21,179  105,868  93,841 

Hong   Kong    1,164  5.621  6,436  7,554 

Japan    12,918  19,135  58,421  106,503  86.626 

British   Australasia    22,011  15,977  372,030  175,264  173,001 

Philippine   Islands   60  193  50  1,151 

Other  Asia  and  Oceanica  6,877  7.724  52,576  61,210  72.567 

Africa     16,967  5,795  107,197  134,414  136,607 

Other  countries    607  1,699  274 

Total    $253,208  $196,069  $5,900,326  $5,725,712  $4,147,354 


1899. 


21 


CoWiynd  HmH  Ricvcles. 

ANNOUNCEMENT    FOR    1900. 

WE  SHALL  continue  to  sell  Columbia  and  Hartford  bicycles  through  our 
own  dealers.  Our  customers  may  feel  assured  of  the  same  liberal  treat- 
ment, careful  attention  to  their  correspondence  and  prompt  delivery  of 
orders,  which  has  characterized  our  methods  in  the  past.  Our  line  is  com- 
plete, comprising  a  list  of  models  to  suit  all  tastes,  and  the  range  of  prices 
will  fit  all  pocketbooks.  We  have  improved  upon  many  of  those  special  excellencies 
and  distinguishing  features  which  in  the  past  have  won  for  Columbias  and  Hartfords 
the  leading  places  among  bicycles.  We  have  added  many  new  features  which  have 
only  been  adopted  after  the  most  careful  investigation 
and  thorough  tests. 

Columbia  and  Hartford  bicycles  for  1900  are  in  no 
sense  a  revamp  of  last  season's  product.  They  present 
many  new  and  attractive  talking  points  which  will 
appeal  to  the  discriminating  purchaser,  and  which  will 
be  readily  understood  by  even  a  novice. 


YOUR    OPPORTUNITY. 


PRICES. 

Columbia  Chainless,  $75 


Models  65  and  66. 


Columbia  Chain 


Models  63  and  64. 


50 


Hartfords, 35 

Patterns  23  and  24. 

Stormers,  -  $25, 30, 35 


Our  traveling  salesmen  will  soon  be  on  the  road 
with  a  full  line  of  samples,  and  will  cover  their  territory 
as  rapidly  as  possible.  It  will  pay  you  to  await  the  '^^^^^^^^^^"^^^" 
arrival  of  our  traveling  representative  in  your  city.  We  wish  to  renew  relations 
with  all  Columbia  Dealers  in  good  standing.  We  desire  to  become  acquainted  with 
all  good  Stormer  Agents  and  to  open  mutually  beneficial  relations  with  them.  If 
you  are  in  the  bicycle  business  and  have  not  handled  either  Columbia,  Hartford  or 
Stormer  bicycles,  write  to  us  anyhow  ;  you  may  be  just  the  man  we  want  in  your 
town.  Our  wheels  are  the  best.  You  will  find  them  easy  to  sell,  and  we  shall  bring 
their  merits  to  the  attention  of  the  buying  public  by  an  aggressive  advertising  policy. 

Our  catalogue  for  1 9CO,  the  handsomest  we  have  ever  issued,  will   be  ready   for 
distribution   in   the   near   future. 

POPE    MFG.   CO., 

DIVISION    OF    AMERICAN    BICYCLE    COMPANY, 

HARTFORD,    CONN. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Countermanding  Orders* 
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EVERY  man  in  any  way  connected  with 
cycle  manufacturing  has  liad  more  or 
less  experience  with  countermanded  orders. 
In  other  words,  countermanding  orders  is  one 
of  the  necessary  evils  that  infest  all  branches 
of  the  trade.  There  is  no  escaping  it  any  more 
than  there  is  a  possibility  of  avoiding  old  age 
with  its  many  infirmities.  One  may  as  well 
hope  for  orders  to  grow  on  bushes  so  plenti- 
fully that  to  succeed  in  business  would  mean 
no  more  than  to  pluck  a  basketful  of  black- 
berries— no  more  business  ability  would  be 
required  to  do  the  one  than  the  other — both 
would  be  children's  play.  Death  and  taxes 
are  often  referred  to  as  being  inevitable,  but 
they  are  no  more  so  than  the  countermanding 
of  orders. 

At  the  same  time  there  is  a  way  to  avoid 
the  cancellation  of  orders  just  as  there  is  a 
way  to  avoid  old  age  or  even  death,  for  that 
matter;  but  in  keeping  with  the  eternal  fitness 
of  things  the  way  is  cowardly  and  impractica- 
ble withal.  To  keep  from  growing  old  one 
must  die  young,  and  to  get  where  no  counter- 
manded orders  can  be  seen  one  must  go  out 
of  business.  To  escape  death  it  would  be 
necessary  not  to  have  existed. 

This  much  is  said  in  a  prefatory  way  to  es- 
tablish beyond  all  possibility  of  doubt  that  one 
must  expect  a  certain  per  cent  of  orders  to  be 
canceled  as  long  as  he  remains  in  business — 
and  this  is  just  as  true  of  the  retail  dealer  as 
it  is  of  the  manufacturer.  It  is  the  same  in 
the  cycle  business  as  it  is  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness; the  same  in  selling  insurance  as  in  sell- 
ing steel,  lath  and  stoves;  the  same  in  handling 
diamonds  as  in  handling  bicycles  or  locomo- 
tives. Any  man  in  business  has  had  orders 
which  were  countermanded— the  doctor  often 
visits  a  prospective  patient  only  to  be  met  at 
the  door  and  informed  that  his  services  are 
not  wanted;  lawyers  are  discharged  -before  the 
case  runs  its  weary  course  through  the  courts; 
pastors  leave  their  pulpits  before  their  con- 
tracts expire;  some  of  those  who  bid  for  Gov- 
ernment bonds  were  unable  to  make  their 
proffers  good;  advertisers  are  always  cancel- 
ing their  contracts;  and  even  marriage  vows 
are  broken. 

By  studying  the  above  list,  the  careful  stu- 
dent will  at  once  observe  that  it  not  only  in- 
cludes those  that  are  most  likely  to  keep  their 
promises,  but  is  itself  a  good  suggestion  as 
to,  what  causes  orders  to  be  countermanded, 
and  hence  helps  to  point  out  the  remedy  that 
would  be  most  ef^cacious  in  checking  the  evil 
tendency.  At  the  head  of  the  list  of  causes 
human  frailty  stands  first.  Long  ago  in  the 
Garden  of  Eden  Adam  and  Eve  counter- 
manded the  order  prohibiting  them  from  eat- 
ing the  forbidden  fruit;  and  ever  since  then 
man  has  been  countermanding  orders.  The 
evil  seems  to  be  bred  in  our  bones.  Life  is 
so  uncertain  and  man  so  weak  that  he  fre- 
quently is  absolutely  incapable  of  carrying 
out  contracts  made  in  good  faith.  Mistakes 
and  misunderstandings  are  often  the  cause  of 
orders  being  canceled. 

Sometimes  a  salesman  gets  too  magnetic 
and    hypnotizes    a    dealer    into    the   notion   of 


l)lacing  an  order  when  he  really  has  no  desire 
or  intention  of  buying.  Competition  is  so 
keen  now  in  the  cycle  trade  and  the  various 
ramifications  thereof  that  well-nigh  irresisti- 
ble inducements  to  buy  are  not  infrequently 
held  out,  and  naturally  enough  they  lead  to 
the  countermanding  of  orders  every  once  in 
a  while.  Then  there  are  cases  on  record  where 
the  goods  did  not  come  up  to  the  advertise- 
ment, for  one  reason  or  another,  not  always 
traceable  to  either  the  manufacturer  or  job- 
ber. It  sometimes  happens,  too,  that  a  dealer 
will  change  his  mind  and  not  have  any  good 
excuse  for  wanting  to  countermand  the  order. 

There  are  other  causes  of  orders  being  can- 
celed, but  in  a  general  way  the  ones  given 
will  serve  the  present  purpose;  and,  knowing 
the  causes,  it  should  not  be  difficult  to  dis- 
cover a  remedy.  However,  as  stated  at  the 
outset,  there  will  always  be  someone  to  coun- 
termand orders.  The  evil  cannot  be  wholly 
remedied,  but  it  can  be  lessened.  Strive  to 
get  a  most  thorough  knowledge  of  yourself, 
the  particular  branch  of  the  cycle  business 
in  which  you  are  engaged,  the  machines,  parts 
or  sundries  you  handle  and  the  people  with 
whom  you  do  business.  Expect  and  be  satis- 
fied with  nothing  less  of  every  employe  in 
your  house,  traveling  salesmen  particularly. 
Look  sharply  after  the  brand  of  magnetism 
they  carry  with  them. 

Keep  your  goods  up  to  the  advertisement 
(which,  by  the  way,  should  be  inserted  in 
reputable  papers  only).  Make  the  prices  right 
and  deliver  the  goods  promptly  on  time. 
Spare  neither  pains  nor  expense  to  reduce 
mistakes  and  misunderstandings  to  a  mini- 
mum. Offer  no  inducements  the  acceptance 
of  which  would  mean  loss,  or  even  remotely 
suggest  to  the  customer's  mind  that  you  are 
more  anxious  to  sell  than  he  is  to  buy — make 
him  feel  that  he  wants  to  buy  rather  than  that 
you  want  to  sell.  In  brief,  seek  to  give  the 
very  best  of  satisfaction  in  every  particular; 
and  in  the  measure  that  this  is  accomplished 
will  the  evil  of  countermanding  orders  be  less- 
ened. 

j'tj-    BOTH  LAMP  AND  CARBIDE. 

One   Concern    Which  Supplies    Both  Generator  and 
Material. 

While  the  Electro  has  been  in  the  first 
flight  of  acetylene  lamps  for  three  years  past, 
for  1900  its  makers  have  inaugurated  a  policy 
that  cannot  but  establish  it  the  more  emphat- 
ically in  the  minds  of  the  trade  and  public. 

The  1900  model  of  their  lamp  is  already  in 
evidence,  and  that  it  will  attract  general  at- 
tention is  not  to  be  gainsaid,  and,  in  truth,  it 
merits  it.  In  size  (height,  5J  inches),  weight 
(16  ounces),  design,  finish  and  price  it  is  well 
calculated  to  tickle  the  popular  fancy,  while 
the  evidence  of  care  in  construction  and  the 
working  out  of  the  scientific  principles  in- 
volved, together  with  the  proof  of  important 
improvements  in  these  regards,  -will  appeal  to 
those  who  give  it  more  than  cursory  examina- 
tion. 

One  of  the  most  important  improvements  in 


the  Electro  is  the  burner  employed.  While 
they  are  not  lacking  in  patriotism,  the  Elec- 
tro people  say  that  after  long  and  thorough 
tests  and  reports  from  all  parts,  they  have 
found  that  in  the  American-made  burners  in 
common  use  there  is  much  to  be  desired. 
They  have,  say  the  Electro  people,  a  habit  of 
clogging  quickly,  which  means  not  only  work 
and  annoyance  for  the  rider,  but  affects  the  il- 
luminating power  of  the  lamp  and  is  a  fre- 
quent source  of  broken  lenses.  Accordingly, 
the  Electro  Lamp  Co.  went  abroad  for  their 
burner.  It  is  made  specially  for  them,  of  the 
finest  German  lava,  by  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  renowned  acetylene  houses  in  Europe. 
Instead  of  giving  a  point  or  converging  points 
of  flame,  this  tip  gives  a  flat  flame  exactly  like 
the  gas  fixture  of  household  use. 


This  imported  tip  is  expected  to  prove  an 
effective  feature  in  advancing  the  claims  of  the 
Electro.  The  fact  that  it  costs  nearly  twice 
as  much  as  the  American  article  is  strong 
evidence  of  the  Electro  people's  desire  to  offer 
a  lamp  in  the  making  of  which  neither  effort 
nor  expense  has  been  spared.  Notwithstand- 
ing, the  list  price  of  the  lamp  is  a  popular 
one,  $2.50,  while  the  figures  that  are  being 
quoted  the  trade  are  in  line  with  the  spirit  of 
the  times. 

The  Electro  Lamp  Co.,  whose  offices  are  at 
45  Broadway,  New  York,  are  closely  identified 
with  the  controlling  carbide-making  inter- 
ests, and  in  addition  to  the  sale  of  Electro 
lamps,  are  also  sole  licensees  of  the  Electro 
Gas  Co.  for  the  sale  of  carbide  for  use  in  port- 


able lamps.  The  carbide  is  contained  in  two- 
pound  and  five-pound  cans,  24  cans  of  the 
former  or  12  of  the  latter  constituting  a  case. 
On  this  material,  also,  the  Electro  Lamp  Co. 
are  prepared  to  quote  prices  on  application, 
and  desire  it  understood  that  they  will  supply 
all  lamp  manufacturers,  jobbers  and  dealers  of 
calcium  carbide. 


Out  to  See  Their  Friends. 

Rochester  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  an  old-time  and 
quietly  successful  concern,  started  out  their 
travelers  on   Nov.   1. 
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IWIESSRS.  E.  C.  Stearns  &  Company  desire  to  announce  that  their  division  of  the  American  Bicycle 

Company  will  for  the  season  of  1900  market  the  Stearns,  Barnes  and  Syracuse  bicycles. 

Each  line  will  be  separate  and  distinct  as  heretofore ;  each  will  retain  its  name  and  its  distinctive 

features;  each  will  be  more  complete  and  more  desirable  than  ever.    It  is  not  proposed  that  either  line 

?    will  in  any  way  lose  its  individuality  or  its  prestige ;  on  the  contrary,  it  will  be  the  policy  of  this  division 

to  individualize  each  line  to  the  fullest  extent. 


o  It  will  be  our  aim  to  in  every  way  foster  and  encourage  the  cordial  relations  which  have  existed 

^  between  the  agents  of  each  line  of  bicycles  and  the  makers.     The  satisfactory  service  they  have  had 

?  before  will,  if  possible,  be  bettered.     No  policy  nor  measure  will  be  adopted  that  will  be  otherwise  than 

?  to  the  interest  of  the  agents  of  these  wheels. 

g  It  is  the  desire  of  this  division  to  continue  the  agency  for  each  of  its  different  lines  in  the  hands  of 

those  dealers  who  in  the  past  have  loyally  and  successfully  represented  that  line.  We  shall  hope  that 
the  agents  who  have  thus  heretofore  represented  the  Stearns  wheel  will  continue  to  handle  it,  that  the 
Barnes  agents  will  renew  their  contracts  for  Barnes  bicycles,  and  that  the  Syracuse  line  will  continue 
to  be  sold  by  those  agents  who  in  the  past  have  sold  it. 

Our  traveling  salesmen  will  soon  cover  the  territory  with  samples  of  each  line*  Complete  and 
artistic  catalogues  are  in  course  of  preparation.  Meanwhile  it  will  afford  us  pleasure  to  receive 
inquiries  from  interested  agents  and  to  explain  the  attractive  features  of  Stearns,  Barnes  and  Syracuse 
bicycles  for  1900. 

^   Jt    ^    LIST    PRICES.    ^    ^    ^ 
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BARNES  BICYCLES. 

STEARNS  BICYCLES. 

SYRACUSE  BICYCLES. 

Road  Wheels,      - 
'^Special  "Road  Wheel,    - 

$40.00 
$50.00 

Road  Wheels,  - 
''Special'^  Road  Wheel, 

$40.00 
$50.00 

Road  Wheels,  =        -        -    $40.00 

Road  and  Ttack  Racer, 

$60.00 

Track  Racer, 

$60.00 

''Special'^  Road  Wheel,        $50.00 

Cushion  Frame,  - 

$60.00 

Cushion  Frame, 

Sag:er  Gear  Chainless,    - 

$60.00 
$75.00 

Track  Racer,    -        -        -    $50.00 

Bevel-Gear  Chainless, 

$75.00 

Bevel-Gear  Chainless, 

$75.00 

Tandems, 

$75.00 

Tandems,      -        -         - 

$75.00 

«5*       tS^       t^       «^ 

t^r^          <5^          t^^          t^^ 

t^*      t^**       e^^       e^' 

Corsair  Bicycle, 

$25.00 

Tourist  Bicycle, 

$25.00 

Empire  Bicycle,     -        -        $25.00 

E*  C*  Stearns  &  Company, 

DIVISION    OF    AMERICAN    BICYCLE    COMPANY, 

SYRACUSE,    N.    Y. 
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All  correspondence  (except  for  California,  Washington  and  Oregon)  relating  to  the  selling  of    ^ 
Stearns,  Barnes  and  Syracuse  bicycles  should  hereafter  be  addressed  to 


§      For  California,  Washington  and  Oregon,  address: 
§  E.  C.  STEARNS  &  COMPANY, 

Q      2)0  McAUister  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
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Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


o 

4- 
O 

t 
4" 
O 
4* 
O 
4" 
O 
4" 
O 


24 


November    2 


FRENCHMEN  ARE  SLOW. 


With  a  Fortune  at  Their  Feet    French  Automobile 
Makers  Refuse  to  Pick  It  Up— Cup  Conditions. 


PARIS,  Oct.  17.— It  is  a  matter  of  pei-petual 
■wonder  to  the  foreigner  that  tlie  French 
do  not  take  greater  advantage  of  the  trade  that 
is  theirs  in  automobiles.  The  demand  for  the 
vehicles  is  growing  at  an  enormous  rate,  and 
yet,  with  perhaps  a  single  exception,  no 
French  concern  attempts  to  keep  pace  with 
it.  There  is  Panhard  et  Levasser,  who  have 
orders  in  hand  for  two  or  three  years  to  come, 
and  yet  their  output  still  keeps  at  about  300 
cars  a  year.  All  the  leading  firms  *ay  that 
they  have  more  orders  than  they  can  possibly 
fill,  and  will  not  guarantee  delivery  in  leSs 
than  a  twelvemonth.  They  insist  upon  be- 
ing paid  a  deposit  equal  to  one-third  of  the 
selling  price  at  the  time  the  order  is  booked, 
and  the  deposit  waits  in  the  bank  while  the 
purchaser  waits  for  the  car. 

If  you  ask  a  French  maker  why  he  doesn't 
go  ahead  and  satisfy  the  demand,  he  speaks 
vaguely  of  extending  the  works  and  laying 
down  new  plant,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact,  he 
is  afraid  to  spend  too  much  money  in  this 
way.  The  industry  is  still  in  its  infancy,  and 
he  is  afraid  that  so'mething  else  will  crop  up, 
a  newer  and  better  type  of  car  may  be  in- 
vented which  will  knock  out  the  present  sys- 
tem of  vehicles,  and  leave  the  manufacturers 
thereof  with  a  costly  plant  on  their  hands  for 
which  they  will  find  little  use.  French  manu- 
facturers have  been  saying  this  for  two  years 
past,  and  yet  the  ideal  motor  has  failed  to  put 
in  an  appearance.  Meanwhile,  these  same 
makers  could  have  booked  as  many  orders  as 
they  liked  and  turned  out  the  present 
form  of  vehicles  in  thousands,  realizing  profits 
that  would  liave  more  than  paid  for  their 
plants  and  left  a  considerable  balance  over. 
Had  they  been  shrewd  enough  to  have  done 
this  they  could  now  look  with  equanimity 
upon  the  arrival  of  the  ideal  motor  of  which 
so  much  has  been  said  and  so  little  seen.  The 
French  maker  is  simply  wasting  his  opportu- 
nities. 

Yet  there  are  only  a  few  French  makers 
who  could  safely  go  to  any  heavy  expense  in 
laying  down  new  plant.  Manufacturers  have 
certainly  spent  millions  of  francs  upon  new 
machinery,  chiefly  in  the  form  of  American 
machine-tools,  but  even  this  only  enables  them 
to  satisfy  a  tithe  of  the  demand.  There  are 
other  makers  who  have  spent  a  lot  of  money 
in  equipping  works  and  then  gone  into  bank- 
ruptcy. This  is  another  phase  of  the  ques- 
tion. The  taste  of  the  public  in  motor  cars 
is  much  the  same  as  that  in  bicycles.  The 
novice  will  buy  any  type  of  machine  so  long 
as  it  resembles  an  automobile,  and  he  becomes 
the  customer  of  makers  who  can  promptly 
supply  vehicles  at  a  comparatively  low  cost, 
'which  are  warranted  to  go  all  right  until 
they  get  out  of  sight  of  the  factory.  The  cus- 
tomer soon  has  enough  of  this  kind  of  an 
investment,  but  being  now  inoculated  with 
the   automobile    fever,   he   palms   off  his   ma- 


chine  on  another  greenhorn,  and  places  his 
own  order  for  a  high-class  automobile.  Or- 
ders consequently  are  always  going  to  the 
leading  makers  who,  if  'they  were  a  little  more 
resourceful  and  progressive,  could  erect  big 
factories  and  make  big  profits  while  waiting 
for  the  time  to  COille  wheft  the  ideal  motor  is 
to   mote. 

Perhaps  some  of  this  hesitation,  oti  the  part 
of  the  French  maker  is  due  to  the  fear  he 
has  of  'the  electric  vehicle  and  of  competition 
from  abroad.  The  electric  car  is  certainly 
going  right  ahead,  and  many  promising  little 
vehicles  are  being  brought  out  just  now.  The 
American  Automobile  Co.,  here  in  Paris,  are 
selling  some  neat  cars,  and  the  Cleveland  and 
Columbia  makes  are  going  great  guns,  though 
they  will  not  become  really  popular  until  the 
prices  are  low  enough  to  bring  them  within 
reach  of  ordinary  buyers.  At  present  electric 
vehicles  are  a  little  too  exclusive,  a  sort  of 
aristocrat  among  the  more  plebeian  petro- 
leum voiturettes  and  cycles.  But  for  all  this, 
the  number  of  them  is  augmenting  considera- 
bly, and  will  continue  to  do  so  with  the  laying 
down  of  power  generating  stations  all  over 
France. 

Everywhere  around  Paris  private  gener- 
ating stations  are  being  established  for  re- 
charging the  batteries  of  automobiles.  Of 
course,  the  capacity  of  a  battery  in  a  light  car 
is  not  much,  and  will  not  propel  the  vehicle 
for  more  than,  say,  50  miles  with  a  single 
charge,  but  the  tourist  does  not  want  to  go 
scorching  about  the  country,  and  a  run  of  a 
hundred  miles  a  day  at  a  moderate  gait  by 
partially  recharging  the  battery  during  lunch, 
is  quite  enough  for  the  average  tourist  who 
wants  to  see  the  country.  If,  however,  he  pre-- 
fers  to  tear  over  the  roads  at  30  miles  an  hour, 
and  do  from  200  to  300  miles  a  day,  he  cer- 
tainly cannot  enjoy  the  luxury  of  electric 
locomotion. 

The  conditions  of  the  James  Gordon  Ben- 
net  challenge  cup  have  just  been  published  by 
the  Automobile  Club,  'which  announces  that 
the  cup  is  open  for  competition  by  the  clubs 
of  Belgium,  Austria,  Turin,  Great  Britain  and 
Switzerland.  The  omission  of  the  Automobile 
Club  of  America  is  probably  an  oversight,  and 
it  will  only  be  necessary  to  point  this  out  to 
ensure  its  being  included  in  the  list.  Each 
country  in  issuing  a  challenge  must  pay  a  fee 
of  $600,  which  will  be  returned  when  the  chal- 
lengers put  in  an  appearance.  Not  more  than 
three  cars  can  be  run  by  the  challengers.  They 
must  be  of  native  build  and  driven  by  "ama- 
teurs." The  length  of  the  course  will  be  from 
550  to  650  kilometres,  and  the  race  must  take 
place  under  the  rules  of  the  Automobile  Club 
de  France,  between  May  15  and  Aug.  15, 
though  the  challenge  must  be  issued  before  the 
1st  of  January.  The  victory  will  be  decided 
not  by  points,  but  by  the  first  vehicle  passing 


the  winning-post.  For  the  first  time  the  club 
uses  the  word  "amateur"  in  distinguishing  a 
class  of  drivers  who  do  not  make  a  living  out 
of  the  business.  But  it  is  probable  that  this 
definition  will  cause  some  trouble.  The 
French  use  the  word  "amateur"  in  a  much 
broader  sense  than  you  do  in  America,  and 
it  implies  a  man  who  follows  a  sport  or  pas- 
time for  pleasure,  whether  he  makes  money 
out  of  it  or  not.  As  a  matter  of  fact  all  the 
French  chauffeurs  receive  money  prizes,  and 
though  they  are  sometimes  considerable,  they 
do  not  anything  like  cover  the  cost  of  com- 
peting in  a  big  race.  Nevertheless,  it  looks 
as  if  an  American  chaufifeur  who  competed 
with  such  automobile  giants  as  Chevalier  Rene 
de  Knyfif,  Charroii  and  Girardot,  would  find 
himself  professionalized.  But  perhaps  this  is 
only  a  very  small  matter, 


IT  HAD  TO  COME. 


Steam-Driven    Automobiles   Require   Licensed  Engi- 
neers and  Inspection. 

Washington,  Oct.  25. — The  Commissioners 
of  the  District  have  decided  that  a  steam  en- 
gineer's license  is  necessary  for  operating  on 
the  streets  of  Washington  automobiles  run 
by  steam,  generated  from  gasoline,  benzine  or 
other  fuel.  The  purchaser  of  a  locomobile 
recently  inquired  of  the  Commissioners 
whether  a  permit  would  be  required  before 
the  machine  could  be  placed  on  the  streets. 
The  question  was  referred  to  the  board  which 
examines  stationary  engineers  and  also  to  the 
Superintendent  of  Streets. 

Although  an  examination  of  the  machine 
showed  that  it  was  easily  operated  and  did 
not.  require  a  trained  engineer  to  handle  it, 
the  recommendations  were  to  the  effect  that 
a  permit  should  be  secured  for  its  operation 
and  that  the  operator  should  possess  a  license 
as  a  stationary  engineer.  The  Com:nission- 
ers  to-day  accordingly  ruled  that  none  but 
those  holding  engineers'  licenses  will  be  per- 
mitted to  act  as  engineer  or  driver  for  a 
steam  automobile  on  the  streets  of  Washing- 
ton. Operators  of  electric  automobiles  are 
not  required  to  take  out  licenses. 


True  to  Their  Reputations. 

In  yet  another  thing  the  history  of  the  bi- 
cycle is  to  be  repeated  in  the  history  of  the 
automobile.  When  the  bicycle  first  came  an 
effort  was  made  to  induce  the  carriage  people 
to  add  the  new  vehicle  to  their  stock  of  the 
old  ones,  but  the  proposition  was  rejected,  the 
carriage  people  arguing  that,  as  Julius  Caesar 
and  people  before  and  after  him  made  use  of 
horse-drawn  vehicles,  people  always  would  do 
so,  etc.  Result,  the  bicycle  bankrupted  car- 
riage makers  and  livery  men  without  number. 

Now  comes  the  automobile,  a  vehicle  even 
closer  to  the  carriage  than  the  bicycle,  a  vehi- 
cle made  largely  from  and  by  carriage  ma- 
terial and  labor,  and  what  do  the  carriage 
people  do?  Welcome  it?  Not  much;  they 
don't!  They  trot  out  the  Julius  Caesar  argu- 
ment; shut  their  eyes  to  the  inevitable;  as- 
semble in  Indianapolis  the  twenty-seventh  an- 
nual convention  of  the  Carriage  Building  Na- 
tional Association  of  the  United  States  and 
only  adjourn  after  voting  down  a  proposition 
to  admit  manufacturers  of  automobiles  as 
members. 

You  cannot  make  all  blind  men  see.  The 
foregoing  proves  it. 
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The  Basis  of 
all  Business 
is  Confidenc 
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This  is  the  title  ot  a  Masterpiece  of  Litera- 
ture we  have  Just  issued  tor  the  TRADE.  It  deals 
with  the  past  and  present  and  future  of  the  bicycle 
industry,  and  every  dealer  sliould  read  it.  ^ 

♦ 


• 
♦ 


We  have  the  Interests  of  Eagle  Agents  always  at  heart. 


♦ 
t 
t 

♦ 

9 


Eagle  Agents  deal  direct  with  the  Eagle  Bicycle  Mfg.  Co.— no  delays,  • 

no  inconvenience,  no  red  tape.  \ 

Our   policy  is  old   established   and   requires  neither  explanation  nor  t 

apology.  I 

I   Our   Motto:     "In  the  Success   of  the  Dealer  lies  the  Success  of  the  | 

♦  ♦ 

♦  Manufacturer."  ♦ 


♦ 

9 

♦ 
9 
♦ 

9 
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New  1900  Models 

ready 
for  delivery  now. 


\ 

♦ 

THE  EAGLE  BICYCLE  MFG.  CO.,  | 

TORRINGTON,  CONN.  \ 

■^  -*»--*-  ^  ^^  A^  A^  A^  A^? 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


iiitititititititititstitititititsistiti^^ 


mi 


I® 


13 


ES,  we  know  there  are  a  number  of  so-called  balance  pedals  on  the   market. 
There  was  one  on  the  market  as  early  as  1876.     It  had  one  useful  side  only. 

Now  that  is  the   trouble  with  the  ma- 
jority of  such   pedals,  a  kind  of  a  one- 
sided usefulness.      When   we   designed 
V     the 


Record  No.  96, 


we  conceived  the  idea  of  giving  a  man 
two  pedals  in  one  and  at  the  same  time 
providing  him  with  a  perfectly  balanced 
pedal.  The  rubber  mat  is  always  with 
you   and  ready  to  REST  YOUR  FEET  at  a  moment's  notice. 


WE  HAVE  OTHER  STYLES. 


HIBBARD,  SPENCER,  BARRETT  &  CO.,        RECORD    PEDAL   MEG.    CO., 

Chicago,  llli. 


Chicago  Distributing  Agents. 


221  Columbus  Ave.,  Boston,  Mass. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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November    2 


THE  DEAR  DEPARTEDS. 


The  Long  and  Costly  List  of  British  Cycle  Concerns 
Which  Have  Died  and  Been  Buried. 


THERE  are  others!  Not  onlj'  in  America 
have  cycle  firms  without  number  fallen 
b)'  the  wayside,  but  in  Great  Britain  as  well 
has  the  slaughter  of  the  innocents  been  most 
terrific.  That  careful  and  non-hysterical  critic 
of  the  British  cycle  trade,  the  "Irish  Cyclist," 
puts  the  facts  and  figures  of  the  case  in  this 
fashion: 

Within  two  years  4()  companies  have  dis- 
appeared, the  nominal  capital  of  which 
totted  to  £3,500,000,  and  to  which  the  public 
subscribed  about  £2,700,000.  Moreover,  there 
are  12  companies  in  liciuidation,  with  an 
issued  capital  of  £2,500,000.  Of  reconstructed 
companies  there  is  a  difference  between  the 
original  and  reconstructed  capital  of  about 
£700,000.  And  in  addition  to  all  the  above 
there  are  about  six  firms  of  which  nothing 
has  been  heard  since  their  formation,  but 
which  are  known  to  have  issued  capital  for 
nearly  £350,000. 

We  take  the  liberty  of  appending  the  fol- 
lowing rough  total: 


their  resources,  may  be  able  to  recapture  a 
big  trade  and  make  a  certain  amount  of 
profit.  But  many  will  enter  the  competition 
for  the  sake  of  advertisement,  and  will 
find  it  impossible  to  extricate  themselves 
without  loss,  owing  to  many  of  the  countless 
causes  which  render  it  unprofitable  to  sell  a 
cycle  for  less  than  it  costs. 

We  wish  there  was  an  end  of  all  this  sense- 
less competition  and  price  cutting.  Cheap  ma- 
chines must  have  a  low  margin  of  safety. 
All  those  fine  points  which  mark  a  well- 
finished  cycle  and  give  it  life  and  lastingncss 
are  eliminated,  and  there  is  a  pernicious  ten- 
dency to  settle  down  to  standard  patterns 
with  no  desire  to  seek  further  for  protection. 
Cycles  have  by  no  means  reached  finality  yet, 
though  many  a  maker  of  a  five-guinea  ma- 
chine would  have  the  presumption  to  urge 
that  skill  can  go  no  further  than  evolving 
such  a  machine  as  his. 


■?■?/% 


Issued 
capital. 

Companies    defunct £2,750,000 

in  liquidation.  2,250,000 
reconstructed..  1,100,000 
unknown 350,000 


Nominal 
capital. 
£3,500,000 
2,500,000 
1,500,000 
500,000 


One  More  Chainless  Gear.  "- 

Charles  E.  Tomilinson,  of  Syracuse,  has 
patented  and  assigned  to  the  Bevel  Gear  Wheel 
Co.,  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  Hartford,  Conn.,  the 


£6,450,000    £8,000,000 

Some  CO  companies  are  altogether  affected, 
and  the  sum  at  stake  is,  as  shown,  over  £6,- 
000,000.  It  is  a  moral  certainty  that  at  least 
£5,000,000  of  this  is  hopelessly  lost.  Most  of 
the  companies  involved  are  of  the  spawn 
which  the  boom  created.  The  most  impudent 
flotations  were  those  of  insignificant  firms 
which  suddenly  got  a  fancy  title  and  were 
capitalized  up  to  anything  between  £50,000 
and  £100,000.  As  a  general  rule  they  were 
local  enterprises  engineered  by  some  provin- 
cial promoter.  Others  included  the  exploita- 
tion of  fads  and  eccentric  notions,  whilst  not 
a  few  were  sound  firms  hopelessly  loaded 
with   capital. 

However,  the  point  to  consider  now  is  what 
e-ffect  the  removal  of  all  this  capital  and  com- 
petition will  have  on  the  rest  of  the  trade.  A 
certain  amount  of  stock  and  finished  ma- 
chines were  held  by  these  companies,  and 
they  mnst  have  found  a  way  to  the  markets 
through  enterprising  and  unscrupulous 
dealers  in  some  way.  The  gullible  public 
were  assuredly  ready  to  be  gulled,  and  directly 
and  indirectly  the  legitimate  trade  must  have 
been  seriously  affected  by  the  unloading  of  all 
this  material  at  reckless  prices. 

The  gulls  are  not  all  dead  now,  but  most 
of  the  stock  has  been  scrap-heaped,  we  hope, 
so  that  the  market  has  an  opportunity  of 
righting  itself. 

Unfortunately,  the  effects  of  the  severe -I'^'tires  for  the  horseless  cabs  in  New 
competition  are  yet  making  themselves  ap-  -York  for  some  time,  and  are  now  oro- 
parent,    and    many    firms    feel    it    incumbent  :iducing  <a.  tire  which   is  said  to  be  unexcelled 

''^'^for    the    heavy   work    and     severe    conditions 

cab  service  in  New  York  demands.    Mr. 

by  rigid  economies  and  the  calling  up  of  allii^llMiller,    of  the   Diamond    Company,   who   was 


chainless     gear    here     shown.     The     inventor 
makes  these  two  claims: 

1.  In  a  bicycle,  the  combination  with  a 
transmission-shaft  and  an  inclosing  frame- 
tube,  of  a  relatively  soft  filling  or  packing 
substantially  filling  the  space  between  said 
transmission-shaft  and  tube  and  preventing 
contact  between  the  shaft  and  tube  where  the 
latter  is  indented  or  distorted,  but  yielding  or 
spreading  or  wearing  to  prevent  excessive 
friction   upon  the   shaft. 

2.  In  a  bicycle,  the  combination  with  a 
transmission-shaft  and  an  inclosing  frame- 
tube,  of  a  filling  or  packing  of  felt  substan- 
tially filling  the  space  between  said  trans^iis- 
sion-shaft  and  tube  and  preventing  contact 
between  the  shaft  and  tube  where  the  latter 
is  indented  or  distorted,  but  yielding  or 
spreading  or  wearing  to  prevent  excessive 
friction  upon  the  shaft. 


■Ji 


3^  Paying  by  the  Mile. 

That  the  Diamond  Rubber  Co.,  of  Akron, 
O.,  have  confidence  in  their  products,  was 
evidenced  in  a  contract  the  company  closed 
with  the  Electric  Cab  Co.,  of  New  York, 
recently,  which  will  run  into  six  figures. 
The    Diamond     people     have     been     making 


upon  themselves  to  make  startling  offers  in  fji]'°'"  'h( 
their  attempt  to  rapidly  regain  trade.  Some,  Mwhich  i 
by  rigid  economies  and  the  calling  up  of  alii*!  '^'li'ler. 


in  the  city,  recently,  closed  one  of  the  biggest 
tire  contracts  with  the  cab  company  which 
has, thus  far  been  recorded  in  the  history  of 
motor  vehicles.  He  was  very  reticent  as  to 
the  deal,  but  it  is  understood  to  have  been  on 
a  per  mile  basis,  the  cab  company  paying  for 
the  tires  so  much  per  mile  for  each  mile  they 
traveled  'while  remaining  in  serviceable  con- 
dition. 


To  nt  Different  Sizes. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  hardly  any 
two  men  ever  have  the  same  size  or  the  same 
shape  of  feet,  it  has  remained  for  a  New  Eng- 
land manufacturer  to  produce  a  toe-clip  that 
will  conform  to  this  variation.  The  Ashworth, 
manufactured  by  L.  S.  Snow,  of  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  is  made  from  a  single  piece  of  finely 
tempered    steel    wire.     It    is   practically    auto- 


\y 


matic,  since  it  expands  for  any  shoe  without 
calling  for  the  loosening  of  a  clamp  or  a  screw. 
It  is  light  in  weight,  neat  in  appearance,  and 
in  case  of  a  fall  immediately  releases  the  foot. 
The  clip  retails  for  25  cents  per  pair.  Mr. 
Snow  is  prepared  to  make  profitable  arrange- 
ments with  dealers  and  jobbers  who  are  seek- 
ing salable  goods. 


Space  and  Price. 

The  space  is  valuable  according  to  what  you 
put  in  it.  Blank  space  won't  sell  bicycles. 
Space  filled  with  a  meaningless  jumble  of 
words  might  as  well  be  blank.  The  more 
clearly,  concisely,  convincingly  your  story  is 
told  the  more  valuable  you  make  your  space. 
What  you  say  in  it  makes  it  worth  less  or 
more  than  you  pay  for  it. 


They  Meet  All  Requirements. 

There  must  be  mighty  few  desirable  things 
in  the  line  of  parts  that  cycle  maker,  repairer 
'or  jobber  might  want  that  he  cannot  find 
between  the  gold  embossed,  maroon-colored 
covers  of  the  1900  catalogue  just  issued  by  the 
Crosby  &  Mayer  Co.  There  are  few  if  any 
concerns  in  the  trade  more  energetic  and 
more  complete  than  this  Buffalo  one. 


Chance  to  Catalogue. 

Morgan  &  Ball  Co.,  of  Springfield,  Mass., 
announce  that  they  are  now  preparing  a  1900 
catalogue,  and  will  be  glad  to  receive  infor- 
mation and  prices  of  desirable  articles  for  in- 
sertion in  the  catalogue. 


i' 


Takes  Care  of  Expositioners. 

Snow  Wire  Works,  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  were 
represented  at  the  Philadelphia  Exposition  by 
their  Mr.  Barrows. 

Look  at  your  Teeth; 

they  need  cleaning.  Tartar  Tablets  will  quickly, 
remove  all  discolorations.  No  acids  or  chemi4 
cals.  Harmless  and  Pleasant.  Use  ordinary 
brush.  By  mail,  25c.  Tartar  Tablet  Co.,  489  5th 
Ave.,   N,   Y.   City. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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WHAT  OUR  OLD  FRIENDS  THINK.    I 


Dealers  in  HARDWARE,        BICYCLES, 

GINS,  PAINTS,  ETC., 

and  PLIIVIBERS'  SIPPLIES. 


0.  p.  TAYLOR  &  SON, 

No.  Ill  West  High  Street. 


New  Phii,adei,phia,  O.,  Aug.  30th,  1899. 
Nationai,  Cycle  Mfg.  Co., 

Bay  City,  Mich. 
Dear  Sirs:  In  reply  to  yours  of  the  26th  inst.  just  received,  we  are  pleased 
to  assure  you  that  the  National  Bicycles  have  been  so  satisfactory,  and  our  busi- 
ness relations  with  you  so  pleasant,  that  we  will  give  no  high-grade  bicycle  any 
consideration  for  1900  until  we  see  the  National,  and  if  they  are  as  well  to  the 
front  as  they  have  been  this  year,  you  may  consider  that  you  have  an  agent  in 
New  Philadelphia  for  1900.  Will  be  pleased  to  greet  Jones  whenever  he  comes 
to  see  us.  Yours, 

O.  P.  TAYLOR  &  SON. 


♦ 
♦ 

♦ 
♦ 


'SATISFACTORY  BICYCLES,'' 
"PLEASANT  BUSINESS  RELATIONS' 


DON'T  YOU  THINK  THAT 
MAKES  A  SOLID  FOUN- 
DATION  FOR  BUSINESS? 


We  are  making  the  same  kind  of  bicycles  we  have  always 
made — good  ones  only.  We  will  do  our  1900  business  just 
the  same  as  heretofore,  independentof  other  makers  and  with 
careful  regard  for  our  customers.  Our  190c  line  is  ready.  It's 
a  good  one.  Our  travelers  are  ready  and  will  call  on  you  if 
you  will  write  us. 

IT  PAYS  TO  PUSH  NATIONALS.     Bay  City,  Mich. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


i 

I 

♦ 
♦ 


♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•♦•^a 


®.}KS).HSH<SHKg4KS^.®.f®-H5-HsH-®-HS^^ 


©lusters 


(Drop  Forgings.) 


Expanders. 


Dimensions: 


Combination 
Head  (^lip. 


1%  head  and  1%  branch,  No.  1017. 
i^  head  and  i}i  branch,  No.  1017^. 


We  are  sales  agents 
for  these  Clusters 
and    Expanders. 


We  have  made  arrangements  to  furnish  Expanders  and  Clusters 
with  our  Frame  Sets,  as  well  as  Handle-Bar  Clamps  and  Seat-Post 
Binders.  The  Expanders  have  been  in  use  for  the  last  two  years,  and 
are  considered  the  best  in  the  market.    Made  in  the  following  sizes : 


Outside  Diam. 

Inside  Diam 

I  3-16 

X 

7-8 

I   1-16 

X 

7-8 

I   1-16 

X 

13-16 

I 

X 

13-16 

7-8 

X 

3-4 

This  Cluster  is  machined 
from  a  Drop  Forging.  Made 
for  either  1%  or  i>^  post  and 
bar,  and  %  x  20  Rear  Stays. 
Seat- Post  Angle,  70°.  Angle 
of  Rear  Stays,  53°. 


The  H.  R.  Matthews  Mfg.  Co.,  Seymour,  Conn..  U.  S.  A. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  Catalogs  now  ready. 


I 
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ALBERT  L  POPE. 


It  docs  not  need  any  letter  press  to  tell 
who  this  is;  "he  is  the  son  of  his  father;"  an 
Albert  Pope  as  plain  as  can  be,  only  this  Al- 
bert, less  alliterative  than  his  father,  supplants 
the  Colonel's  middle  initial  of  A.  with  an  L. 
So  long  as  the  firm  his  father  has  made  great 
is  m^iaged  by  those  in  whose  veins  flows 
the  same  blood  that  from  nothing  built  a  com- 
manding fortune,  so  long  will  the  foundation- 
stone  American  bicycle  industry  remain  one 
of  the  mercantile  wonders  of  the  world. 

Albert  L.  Pope  has  been  secretary  of  the 
Pope  Mfg.  Co.  since  1897,  and  has  now  been 
appointed  to  the  very  responsible  position  of 
manager  of  the  company  as  a  branch  of  the 
American  Bicycle  Co. 


has  most  ably  filled  this  responsible  position 
is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  he  has  now  been 
appointed  to  one  of  the  most  important  posi- 
tions in  the  gift  of  the  new  and  powerful 
American  Bicycle  Co. 

Mr.  Pope  has  always  taken  a  deep  interest 
in  out-of-door  sports,  and  is  a  well-known 
yachtsman,  being  owner  of  the  steam  yacht 
"Columbia."  For  several  years  he  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Boston  Athletic 
Association,  the  Massachusetts  Bicycle  Club 
of  Boston,  the  Corinthian  Yacht  Club  of  Mar- 
blehead,  and  the  Hull  Yacht  Club  of  Hull,  of 
which  latter  organization  he  was  Rear  Com- 
modore. 

Until  recently  Mr.  Pope  has  been  promi- 
nently connected  with  military  affairs,  as  one 
would  expect  of  a  son  of  Col.  Pope,  his  ser- 


TWO   IN   ONE. 


ALBERT  L.  POPE. 


Mr.  Pope  was  born  at  Newton,  Mass.,  in 
1872,  and  was  educated  at  Phillips'  Academy, 
Exeter,  N.  H.  In  1894  he  was  appointed 
manager  of  the  Pope  Company's  Boston 
branch,  controlling  the  territory  included  in 
the  States  of  Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  all 
of  Massachusetts  east  of  Worcester.  As  Bos- 
ton manager,  Mr.  Pope  made  a  host  of  friends 
in  the  trade  and  was  uniformly  successful. 

Previous  to  his  Boston  appointment  Mr. 
Pope  had  spent  several  months  at  the  Hart- 
ford factories,  thoroughly  familiarizing  him- 
self with  the  details  of  the  manufacturing  and 
office.work.  In  1897  Mr.  Pope  went  to  Hart- 
ford and  succeeded  Arthur  E.  Pattison  as 
secretary    of    the    Pope    Company.     That    he 


vice  in  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  hav- 
ing covered  a  period  of  nine  years.  For  three 
years  previous  to  189G  he  was  provost  ser- 
geant on  the  brigade  staff  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Volunteer  Militia.  Later  he  was  cap- 
tain on  the  staff  of  Brigadier-General  Mat- 
thews, commanding  the  First  Regiment,  Mas- 
sachusetts National  Guard,  and  at  the  out- 
break of  the  war  with  Spain  went  into  camp 
with  his  brigade  at  Marblehead,  where  he 
spent  several  weeks.  Mr.  Pope  served  as 
quartermaster  of  the  First  Regiment,  C.  N. 
G.,  for  several  months  during  1898  and  1899. 
Albert  L.  is  the  fit  son  of  that  worthy  sire, 
Albert  A. — a  whole  book  could  not  say 
more. 


Supply  Company  and  a  Non-Puncturable  Tire  Con- 
cern United. 

Rochester,  Oct.  28,— Thomas  Leahy  has 
now  concluded  the  arrangements  for  the  con- 
solidation of  the  Non-Puncturable  Tire  Co., 
of  Rochester,  and  the  Bicycle  Supply  Co., 
also  of  this  city.  A.  D.  Ellis,  of  Syracuse, 
is  president  of  the  new  concern,  of  which 
Thomas  Leahy  is  secretary  and  general  man- 
ager, and  T.  S.  Tripp  treasurer.  The 
directors  are  A.  D,  Ellis,  of  Syracuse, 
and  Thomas  Leahy,  K,  P,  Shedd  and  T.  S. 
Tripp,  of  this  city.  The  Non-Puncturable 
Tire  Co.  was  capitalized  for  $50,000.  The  Bi- 
cycle Supply  Co.   was  capitalized  for  $20,000. 

The  consolidated  company  will  manufac- 
ture the  Never  Creep  tire,  which  was  made 
by  the  Bicycle  Supply  Co.  They  will  also 
manufacture  a  non-puncturable  tire  lately  pat- 
ented, in  which  there  is  an  inner  tube  pro- 
tected by  a  metal  covering  resembling  fish 
scales.  The  factory  of  the  new  company  will 
be  on  Warehouse  street,  on  the  site  of  the 
Bicycle  Supply  Co.'s  building. 


Very  Lucky  Thirteen. 

The  largest  shipment  at  any  one  time  of  A. 
D.  Meiselbach,  and  perhaps  the  largest  at 
this  time  of  any  bicycle  factory,  was  that 
made  by  the  above-named  concern  on  Tues- 
day, Oct.  24,  consisting  of  13  carloads,  con- 
taining 2,590  wheels,  consigned  to  a  large 
jobber  in  Duluth,  Minn.  The  cars  were  all 
ornamented  with  large  signs  and  decorated 
with  bunting,  and  presented  a  spectacle  most 
unusual,  considering  the  lateness  of  the  sea- 
son and  the  large  number  of  wheels  con- 
tained in   one  shipment. 


Will  Travel  for  the  Geneva. 

N.  A,  Quilling,  of  the  well-known  firm  of 
B,  T,  &  N.  A.  Quilling,  Cleveland,  will  cover 
the  jobbing  trade  for  the  Geneva  Cycle  Co. 
President  J.  A.  Carter,  of  the  Geneva  Com- 
pany, is  on  one  of  the  A.  B.  C.  committees, 
and  his  time  will  for  a  time  be  so  taken  up 
at  the  headquarters  of  the  combination  that 
he  found  it  impossible  to  make  his  annual 
trip.  The  Geneva  Company  has  as  fine  a 
list  of  jobbing  connections  as  any  concern  in 
the   country. 


Some  Salesmen  Wanted. 

Tpie  Wheel  is  informed  that  a  progressive 
and  reputable  Eastern  manufacturer  is  in  need 
of  the  services  of  one  or  more  capable  and 
experienced  cycle  salesmen.  Letters  of  appli- 
cation, giving  experience  and  references,  ad- 
dressed to  "Salesman,"  care  of  this  of^ce,  will 
be   forwarded. 


Ilave  Done  Tremendous  Business. 

The  Buffalo  Specialty  Co.  inform  The 
Wheel  that  they  have  done  a  tremendous 
business  this  year  with  their  now  famous 
Neverleak  tire-filling,  and  they  are  now 
squaring  away  and  forming  their  plans  of  the 
1900  business. 


Some  Racycle  Remarks. 

Miami  Cycle  &  I\lfg.  Co.,  Middlctown,  O., 
are  now  prepared  to  talk  to  agents  for  1900 
trade.  Their  announcement  this  week  b'"iefly 
indicates  the  talking-points  of  their  product. 
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AN  INJIST  RILING, 

All     Cycling     Accused     for     the    Faults    of    a 

Very  Few  of  the  Thousands  Who 

Ride. 

Some  people  never  distinguish  between  use 
and  abuse.  Cycling,  through  foolish  women's 
century  riding,  is  just  now  the  object  of  a 
fierce  assault  by  these  strange  persons,  and 
they  are  crying  loudly  for  its  abolition. 

No  game  was  ever  invented,  except  possi- 
bly cat's  cradle,  that  has  not  been  followed  by 
injudicious  votaries  to  their  physical  or  moral 
undoing.  Boys  have  swallowed  marbles  and 
died  thereof;  chess  has  ruined  scores  of  pos- 
sibly powerful  intellects;  golf  balls  have  raised 
bumps  on  many  a  skull  and  for  all  we  know 
have  fractured  a  few  of  them;  dozens  of  play- 
ers, to  say  nothing  of  umpires,  have  been 
crippled  for  life,  and  more  than  a  few  of  them 
for  death,  on  the  ball  field;  and  so  the  list 
might  be  extended  indefinitely.  Despite  all 
this,  little  children  and  big  ones  continue  to 
play,  and  to  "take  chances,"  large  or  small, 
with  no  thought  of  the  graveyard  or  the  hos- 
pital. 

The  outcry  against  all  cycling,  rational  and 
otherwise,  because  of  the  widely  exploited 
performances  of  male  and  female  maniacs  in 
search  of  notoriety  and  gilded  badges  at  75 
cents  per  badge,  receives  much  commenda- 
tion from  elderly  spinsters  here  and  else- 
where, including  those  in  a  certain  New  York 
newspaper  office,  but  it  is  probable  that  the 
storm  will  blow  over,  and  that  cycling,  noble 
in  its  possibilities  and  far  from  uncommenda- 
ble  as  it  now  exists,  will  be  followed  with  en- 
thusiasm for  ages  to  come. 

That  its  so-called  century-making  rules  need 
revising  and  amending  cannot  be  denied. 
Changes  could  easily  be  made  that  would  in- 
crease the  safety  of  participants,  but  there  is 
no  need  whatever  for  putting  all  cycle  riding 
under  the  ban.  Because  murders  are  commit- 
ted with  knives,  should  no  more  roast  beef 
be  carved?  Because  fools  ride  bicycles, 
should  the  energies  of  youth  be  confined  to 
croquet?  Not  much.  Reformers,  not  Anar- 
chists, effect  things  in  the  world  of  sport  as 
in  that  of  economics. 


IN  THE  VERNACULAR. 


What    Ohisen    Found     Out    When     He     Met    the 
Wheelman. 

"Ay  laik  to  know,  ma,"  began  the  ver'^ant 
Swede  as  he  entered  the  editorial  room  and 
sat  down  on  the  racing  editor's  desk,  "how 
mooch  eet  vil  kost  ma  to  kill  a  man?" 

"What  do  you  want  to  kill  a  man  for?" 
asked  the  racing  editor,  with  his  good  eye 
out  for  a  story. 

"Val,  Ay  tal  yo.  Eet  bane  das  vay.  Ay 
bane  hones'  hard  vorkin'  Sveda  falar.  Ay 
oil  taim  gone  abote  tendin'  to  ma  own  bees- 
ness.  Ay  vork  ma  hard  oil  da,  and  gone 
home  to  ma  house  at  night  en  neffer  mek 
ennyvone  enny  treble.  Bote  Ay  tal  yo  rite 
now  das  soom  day  Ay  bane  goin'  to  yoomp 
up  en  mek  lote  troble  for  soom  falar  vas  try 
to  roon  ofer  ma  ved  vone  dese  bisikkle  ma- 
sheens.  Soom  taims  Ay  bane  goin'  long 
tendin'  to  ma  own  beesness,  en  ven  Ay  go 
ma  to  kross  street  some  bisikkle  falar  koom 
hoompin'  heemsaf  'long  een  ma  darexshun. 

"Ven  Ay  see  heem  koomin'  Ay  yoomp  vone 
vay  to  gate  ote  hes  rode,  en  dane  ha  vil  geef 
hes   masheen  a   vobble    en    dane    Ay   yoomp 


masaf  da  oner  vay.  Ven  Ay  do  das  ha  geef 
hes  masbeen  oner  tveest,  an  dane  Ay  half 
ma  to  run  laik  scairt  dog  to  gate  ote  da  vay 
vedote  bein'  roon  ofer.  Ay  tal  yo  das  Ay 
bane  gaten  poorty  gol-doorn  tiard  oil  das 
monky  beesness,  en  Ay  goin'  to  geef  fair 
varnin'  rit  now  das  da  naixt  taim  falar  try  to 
roon  ofer  ma  een  das  shape  Ay  bane  goin'  to 
yoomp  on  heem  so  hard  das  ha  vil  vish  ha 
neffer  lern  how  to  ride  bisikkle.  Ay  bane 
law  abidin'  seetizen,  bote  Ay  note  gone  to  let 
dame  ifalars  play  enny  moar  skollduggerment 
on  ma  laik  das;  Ay  bate  ma." 


WILLIAM  r.  GRELL. 


The  face  that  greets  you  from  this  column 
is  that  of  a  self-made,  progressive  and  straight- 
forward man.  It  is  a  likeness  of  William  F. 
Grell,  the  Democratic  nominee  for  Sheriff. 
Born  in  Germany  in  1852,  Mr.  Grell's  resi- 
dence for  the  whole  of  his  business,  social  and 
political  career  has  been  here  in  New  York. 
That  Mr.  Grell  will  ably  fill  the  office  of 
Sheriff  is  proven  by  his  successful  career  as  a 
Tax  Commissioner. 


Mr.  Grell  is  as  prominent  in  social  circles 
as  he  is  in  the  political  world.  He  is  one  of 
the  best  known  Masons  in  New  York,  being 
a  member  of  the  United  Brothers  Lodge,  356, 
F.  and  A.  M.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
North  German,  No.  16,  Knights  of  Pythias; 
of  the  Eichenkranz,  Amt  Hadler  Club,  the 
Amt  Achin  Club  and  the  New  York  Schuet- 
zen  Corps. 

Mr.  Grell  is  one  of  the  best  known  German- 
Americans  in  Greater  New  York. 

He  is  prominent  and  popular  in  both  busi- 
ness and  social  circles. 

He  owes  his  present  high  position  in  com- 
mercial and  political  life  entirely  to  his  own 
efforts. 

He  is,  in  the  best  sense  ot  tlie  word,  a  self- 
made  man. 

He  has  proved  his  fitness  for  public  office 
by  his  splendid  record  as  a  Commissioner  of 
Taxes. 

A  vote  for  Mr.  Grell  is  a  vote  for  good  gov- 
ernment, and  will  help  to  elect  one  of  the  best 
men  in  public  life  to-day. 

Vote,  and  persuade  your  friends  to  vote  for 
William  F.  GreU  for  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 
New  York.  *     *     * 

WANTED 
A  backer  and  promoter  to   form  company 
and  conduct   all   business   for   an   Automobile 
Bicycle  and  Motor  Cab  Tire. 

Broad  patent   has   been  allowed  in   United 
States — desire    to     patent     same     in     foreign 
countries  before  lifting  patent  here. 
Address 

CRESCENT  TIRE, 


* 
*  * 


care   of   The  Wheel. 
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To  some,  those  are 


Attractive  Fipres 


But  there  are  others — 
this  one,  for  instance. 


Then  there  are  those  figures  we  are 
quoting  on  sponge  rubber  grips  and 
other  goods.  They  ought  to  attract 
every  dealer  who  is  in  the  market  for 


TIRES, 


Pedal  Rubbers,      Toe-Clips, 
Luggage  Carriers,       Grips, 


Frame  Guards, 


Valves, 


Valve  Parts,      Pliers  (Plug), 
Valve  Stems,     Inner  Tubes, 

Valve  and  Stem  Complete, 
S   Hooks, 


Tire  Tape, 


Straus  Curved  Plugs, 

Straus  Flat  Head  Plugs, 

Grip  Protectors. 


STRAUS  TIRE  CO., 


127  Duane  St.,  New  York. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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The  Bands  that  Cure  Punctures. 

In  Greentown,  Ind.,  is  a  concern,  the  Kelly 
Mfg.  Co.,  which  has  done  and  is  doing  its 
full  share  of  making  the  riding  of  a  pneumatic 
tire  a  safe  and  pleasurable  affair.  This  con- 
cern are  sole  manufacturers  and  patentees  of 
the  Kelly  Pneumatic  Tire  Repair  Tool,  which 
is  the  only  tool  using  rubber  bands  for  any 
size  puncture.  This  tool  has  a  bell-shaped 
sleeve  which  positively  prevents  the  bands 
from  pulling  out  with  the  needle.     Punctures 


repaired  with  this  tool,  its  inventors  declare, 
never  leak,  while  at  the  same  time  it  is  the 
only  tool  that  will  repair  tires  while  inflated 
or  after  glycerine  or  other  anti-leak  solu- 
tions have  been  used.  Any  article  made  oi 
rubber  tubing  can  be  repaired  with  this  tool, 
which,  with  directions,  cement  and  bands  are 
put  up  in  a  neat  tin  box.  This  tool  is  only 
3J  inches  long,  and  is  mechanically  perfect  in 
its  construction.  With  new  additional  ma- 
chinery the  Kelly  Company  have  increased 
their  facilities  to  such  an  extent  that 
they  can  now  guarantee  prompt  and  satis- 
factory shipments.  Besides  the  repair  -the 
Kelly  Company  also  manufacture  the  Whisler 
valve  stem  inserting  tool  and  the  Gibson 
spoke  nipple  wrench,  which  are  in  every  way 
perfect. 


Most  Complete  Cement  Line. 

The  jobbing  trade  in  cements,  solutions, 
lubricants  and  a  great  deal  of  other  product 
in  kindred  lines  will  be  interested  in  the  an- 
nouncement of  the  National  Cement  &  Rub- 
ber Mfg.  Co.,  Toledo,  O.,  which  is  blazoned 
in  this  week's  Wheel.  This  company, 
though  but  a  few  years  in  the  cycle  trade, 
have  built  up  a  business  of  huge  proportions. 
It  has  developed,  in  fact,  much  like  the  school- 
boy's snowball.  The  National  people  manu- 
facture and  sell  to  jobbers  only.  Their  lead- 
ers are  High  Pressure,  Red  Cross  and  Pio- 
neer cements,  but  these  are  backed  up  by  a 
very  extensive  line  of  cement  products,  lu- 
bricants, brazing  compounds,  gasoline 
torches,  etc.,  etc.  They  now  have  electro-. 
types  ready   for  jobbers'  catalogues. 


Not  in  the  Combine. 

The  Moore  Mfg.  Co.,  principal  office.  New 
Jersey  Corporation  Guarantee  &  Trust  Co. 
building,  Camden,  N.  J.,  with  a  capital  of 
$100,000,  has  been  incorporated  to  manufac- 
ture bicycles,  etc.  Incorporators:  F.  J. 
Moore,  J.  W.  Muir,  Edward  Lycett,  Jr. 


A  New  Company  in  Addison. 

Addison,  N.  Y.,  is  rejoicing  over  having 
secured  for  itself  the  location  there  of  the 
plant  of  the  Empire  State  Cycle  Co.,  the 
capital  stock  of  which  will  be  $20,000,  200 
shares  at  $100  each.  There  are  nine  stock- 
holders, all  of  whom  will  be  directors.     They 


are  James  S.  Harrison,  Charles  H.  Brewster, 
Thomas  E.  Harden,  Edward  M.  Welles, 
Chauncey  D.  Hill,  Sidney  D.  MacDowell, 
Charles  D.  Reynolds,  Patrick  J.  Hogue  and 
Willis  H.  Ives,  of  Oneonta.  The  number  of 
employes  expected  to  be  employed  is  said  to 
be  between  50  and  (iO. 


trade.  It  is  simple,  direct,  telling.  This  con- 
cern doubled  their  business  last  season  over 
that  of  the  preceding  year.  Agents  wanting 
a  good  Hne,  and  desirous  of  dealing  with  a 
first-class  concern,  will  inform  themselves  of 
what  the  Kirk  Mfg.  Co.  have  to  ofifer  before 
closing  with  any  other  house. 


Is  Twenty-seven  Right? 

Editor  The  Wheel:  I  have  been  watching 
with  interest  some  experiments  a  friend  of 
mine  has  been  conducting  as  to  what  pres- 
sure gives  the  greatest  resiliency  in  a  tire. 
The  result  of  these  has  been  to  fix  the  stand- 
ard at  27  pounds,  a  pressure  which  allows 
only  the  slightest  indentation  when  the  finger 
is  applied.  Anything  above  or  below  this 
gives  less  resiliency,  and  he  has  now  gone 
to  the  extent  of  fitting  a  small  pressure  gauge 
so  that  he  will  be  always  able  to  get  the  best 
results  out  of  his  tires.  It  would  be  interest- 
ing to  know  of  any  other  experiments  which 
have  been  carried  out  in  the  same  direction, 
and  how  far  they  confirm  this  result. 

The    Plunger. 


Needs  No  Puffing. 

You  have  heard  of  songs  without  words, 
eh?  Well,  here  is  a  story  without  them,  or 
rather,  the  cut  would  tell  the  story  even  if  no 
words    were   employed   to   aid   in   the  telling. 


You  Are  Interested  in  This. 

Of  the  successes  of  the  last  five  years  in 
the  bicycle  trade,  none  stands  out  with  a 
brighter  light  than  that  of  W.  H.  Fauber,  the 
crank-hanger  manufacturer,  of  Chicago.  The 
story  of  Fauber's  success  and  the  number  of 
hangers  he  is  said  to  have  manufactured  is 
so  extraordinary  as  to  bear  almost  the  marks 
of  Munchausen.  There  is,  however,  no  Mun- 
chausen in  it,  but  to  the  contrary,  it  is  mighty 
good,  solid  business.  The  Fauber  Co.,  in 
The  Wheel,  this  week,  talk  to  the  manu- 
facturing trade,  and  the  attention  of  all  bicy- 
cle makers  should  be  given  to  this  and  to  all 
future    Fauber   announcements. 


The  hanger-shell  with  three  crowns  here 
shown  is  made  from  a  drop  steel  forging  of 
one  piece  by  the  Springfield  (Mass.)  Drop 
Forging  Co.  In  this  hanger  there  is  not  a 
single  bit  of  brazing  or  welding,  and  from  the 
perfect  manner  in  which  the  shell  is  milled  and 
machined,  it  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  things 
of  its  kind  on  the  market. 


Malcers  of  the  Yale. 

The  manufacturers  of  the  Yale  bicycle — 
Kirk  Mfg.  Co.,  Toledo,  O. — are  to  the  front 
with  a  plain  business-like  proposition  to  the 


Cover  a  Large  Territory. 

E.  P.  Moriarty  &  Co.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  es- 
tablished 1891,  announce  that  in  their  new  de- 
pot, 1111  Walnut  street,  they  will  have  excel- 
lent facilities  for  bicycle  business.  This  concern 
keep  men  on  the  road  in  a  large  western  ter- 
ritory for  the  purpose  of  marketing  bicycles, 
bicycle  supplies  and  the  like. 


-k/P 


The  Duplex— A  Machine  Upon  Which 

For  several  seasons  R.  H.  Wolff  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  New  York,  have  marketed  the  Duplex. 
This  machine  is  designed  especially  for  those 
who  would  ordinarily  be  denied  the  pleasure 


of  cycling.  It  is  so  constructed  that  it  stands 
alone,  and  may  be  propelled  by  those  who 
never  before  attempted  to  ride  a  bicycle.  It 
provides  seats  for  two  persons  of  either  sex, 


the  Weaii  and  III  May  Enjoy  Cycling. 

side  by  side,  and  the  steering  apparatus 
is  so  devised  that  either  or  both  riders 
may  do  the  steering.  By  this  arrange- 
ment a  blind  person  may  be  accompanied 
by  a  friend  and  experi- 
ence the  delights  of  wheel- 
ing without  the  slightest 
fear  of  danger.  There  are 
two  sets  of  pedals,  but  as 
the  machine  is  light  and 
glides  along  with  little  ex- 
ertion, one  person  may  do 
all  the  work  and  have  as 
a  companion  a  cripple,  or 
one  just  convalescing,  but 
unable  to  lend  aid  in  pro- 
pelling the  machine.  The 
riders  being  seated  side  by 
side  renders  conversation  a 
matter  of  comfort.  The 
Duplex  may  be  stopped  at 
will,  without  either  rider 
dismounting.  Elderly  or 
timid  persons  who  dread  the  task  of  learn- 
ing to  ride  a  bicycle  will  find  in  the  Du- 
plex a  machine  which  will  answer  all  their 
requirements. 
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The  GEO.  N.  PIERCE  CO., 

BUFFALO,    N.  Y.. 

Will   equip   their    1900   Models   with 


m 

m 


^ 


The. 


Morrow  Coaster  Brake 
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Read   this   testimonial 

from   a   large   and 

successful  agent. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


Rochester,  N.  Y.,  July  21,  1899. 

ECLIPSE  BICYCLE  CO.,  ELMIRA,  N.  Y. 

Gentlemen:— YoMx  new  Morrow  Hub  Coaster  Brake 
has  renewed  my  eagerness  for  wheeling.  My  fiist  ride 
was  a  century.  About  one  hundred  riders  started.  Com- 
ing from  Buffalo  I  had  a  five-mile  coast.  How  the  riders 
did  examine  this  device!  My  wheel  is  always  under 
control.  On  the  hills  I  rest,  while  the  others  back-pedal 
or  walk.  If  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  wheels  are  not 
fitted  with  the  Morrow  Hub  Coaster  Brake  in  1900  they 
will  make  a  big  mistake. 

Very  truly  yours, 

FRANCIS  L.  HUGHES. 
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What's  the  matter  with... 

your  bicycles  that  you  don't  sell  more  of  them?  Hasn't 
it  occurred  to  you  that  perhaps  you  have  been  careless 
in  equipping  them?  Suppose  you  try  our  pedals.  They 
are  high  grade;  they  have  style,  and  they  can  be  pur- 
chased  at  a  fair  price. 

SYRAeUSE  PEDALS 


MAKERS: 


SOLE 
SELLING  AGENTS, 


Syracuse  Arms  Co., 

SYRACUSE,  N.  Y. 

CROSBY  &  MAYER  CO.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


.o„     ,0, 

1- 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
^o_      „o«      «o«      #»^«      ^0#v      y»0. 
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Bond  on  Good  Roads* 


ALBANY,  Oct.  28.— State  Engineer  Bond 
is  paying  great  attention  to  the  matter 
of  construction  of  good  roads  and  has  issued 
a  bulletin  calling  attention  to  the  necessity  of 
great  care  in  keeping  the  roads  after  they 
have  been  constructed.    He  says: 

"Roads  in  the  country  are  continually  sub- 
jected to  the  action  of  the  elements,  the  wear 
of  the  wheels  and  horses'  feet  and  the  contin- 
ual pounding  they  receive  from  passing  loads. 
Therefore,  after  a  road  has  been  accepted  by 
the  State  Engineer  as  completed  and  turned 
over  to  the  officers  of  the  county,  it  is  then 
that  the  duties  of  the  officers  really  commence, 
and  it  depends  on  their  efforts  as  to  what  the 
life  of  the  road  will  be;  whether  they  will 
spend  the  money  wisely  on  maintenance,  or 
if  they  will  allow  the  road  to  deteriorate  and 
make  expensive  repairs  necessary. 

"As  no  provision  has  been  made  in  the 
Higbie-Armstrong  bill  for  such  maintenance, 
aside  fro^m  the  provisions  in  section  13:  'All 
persons  owning  property  abutting  on  such 
road  so  improved,  or  residing  thereon,  shall 
thereafter  pay  all  highway  taxes  assessment 
against  them  in  money,  in  the  manner  now 
provided  by  law,'  it  may  be  well  to  consider 
the  various  methods  in  vogue  by  which  roads 
can  be  kept  from  deteriorating. 

"This  subject  is  so  well  understood  in  Euro- 
pean countries  that  we  need  look  no  further 
for  the  cause  of  the  excellence  of  their  roads. 
Three  systems  exist:  First — By  contract  with 
private  parties.  Second — By  the  aid  of  the 
rural  population.  Third — By  the  men  em- 
ployed for  that  purpose  by  the  community. 

"Of  those  three  only  the  third  proposition 
is  the  proper  one.  That  is  the  system  used 
by  France  and  Germany,  the  objection  to 
number  one  being  that  it  has  been  tried  and 
found  wanting;  to  number  two,  the  aid  given 
by  the  rural  population  is  not  applicable  to  the 
maintenance  of  an  improved  road,  as  such  a 
road  needs  the  supervision  of  a  man  perfectly 
familiar  with  that  class  of  work,  and  such  a 
one  can  only  gain  that  familiarity  by  being 
constantly  and  permanently  employed.  Men 
who  have  been  given  charge  of  a  piece  of 
road  soon  become  interested  in  it,  and  will 
strive  energetically  and  intelligently  to  make 
their  portion  of  the  road  the  best.  It  would 
seem  advisable,  therefore,  that  the  third 
proposition  should  be  adopted  by  the  super- 
visors of  the  county  in  which  the  improved 
road  is  situated.  That  is,  a  man  should  be  ap- 
pointed and  employed  permanently  who 
should  have  the  road,  or  a  certain  portion  of 
it,  in  his  charge,  and  who,  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  the  officers  of  the  county,  should  be 
responsible  for  its  maintenance. 

"The  total  points  in  the  care  of  a  road  are 
as  follows:  First,  keeping  the  surface  of  the 
road  free  from  all  deposits — dust  or  mud,  horse 
manure  or  other  rubbish;  second,  filling  of 
ruts  and  depressions;  third,  cleaning  ditches 
and  seeing  that  all  culverts  and  water  courses 
are  free  from  obstructions;  fourth,  sprinkling 
the  roads  in  dry  weather. 

"To  carry  out  properly  those  absolutely 
necessary  operations  it  is,  of  course,  necessary 


for  the  county  oflicers  to  supply  their  road- 
men with  the  necessary  appliances  and  tools. 
After  a  road  has  been  handed  over  to  the  care 
of  the  supervisors  they  should  immediately 
order  a  sufficient  quantity  of  the  material  to 
be  used  in  filling  ruts  and  depressions.  They 
will  therefore  need  traprock  and  limestone 
screenings.  It  will  cost  less  per  mile  of  road 
kept  one  year  on  this  system  than  it  will  under 
the  old  and  bad  system  of  semi-annual  or  an- 
nual repairs.  Without  continual  attention 
there  can  be  no  such  thing  as  a  permanently 
good  road.  The  material  should  be  placed  in 
regular  piles  or  storage  places  along  the  side 
of  the  road,  200  to  250  feet  apart,  but  in 
no  case  should  the  material  lie  on  the  road  or 
encroach  upon  it. 

"It  would  appear  that  a  mile  of  road  of 
good  material,  with  heavy  travel,  would  need 
about  32  yards  of  material  a  year,  and  piles 
of  stones  placed  200  feet  apart,  say  6  feet 
long,  3  feet  wide  and  IJ  feet  high,  would  be 
ample  to  supply  all  needs.  Such  a  pile  would 
contain  one  cubic  yard  and  could  be  easily 
measured  at  all  times.  By  placing  them  200 
feet  apart  26  piles  to  the  mile  would  suffice. 

"The  next  thing  to  be  purchased  by  the 
supervisors  is  a  kit  of  tools  to  be  used  by 
the  man  in  whose  care  the  road  is  placed.  He 
should  be  furnished  with  a  wheelbarrow,  a 
pick,  shovel,  brushbroom,  hoe,  rake,  profile 
board,  level,  line,  bush  hook,  spade,  four- 
pound  hammer  and  a  road  rammer  about 
seven  inches  in  diameter  and  weighing  about 
fourteen  pounds.  Every  road  should  have  a 
roller,  and,  if  the  length  of  the  road  does  not 
justify    the   purchase    of   a   steam   roller,    one 


drawn  by  horses  should  be  used.  The  horse 
roller  should  weigh  not  less  than  four  tons 
and  the  steam  roller  not  less  than  ten  tons. 
The  weight  per  inch  of  width  is  more  im- 
portant than  the  gross  weight  of  the  machine, 
and  rollers  should  be  built  so  as  to  exert  a 
pressure  of  not  less  than  500  pounds  to  the 
lineal  inch,  measured  across  face  of  rollers. 
A  sprinkling  cart  is  also  one  of  the  necessary 
adjuncts  of  a  well-kept  road,  as  the  tendency 
of  the  road  to  ravel  in  dry  weather  may  be 
quickly  arrested  by  the  use  of  water." 

Mr.  Bond  also  advocates  instructing  the 
farmer  so  that  he  will  see  the  necessity  for 
the  use  of  wide  tires. 


Good  as  Its  Name. 

The  Globe  Cycle  Co.  of  BufYalo,  who  suc- 
ceeded the  old  Globe  Cycle  Works,  on  June 
14  last,  are  rapidly  shaping  things  for  1900 
business.  Many  changes  have  been  made  in 
the  factory,  and  to-day  it  is  about  as  model  a 
bicycle  building  plant  as  one  could  care  to 
see.  The  company  make  a  specialty  of  the 
Penseyres  automatic  coaster  and  brake,  and 
has  already  received  many  good  orders  for 
same  from  prominent  makers.  Sample  Globe 
wheels  are  now  being  turned  out  for  the  trav- 
eling men,  and  by  the  middle  of  the  month 
the  salesmen  will  be  out  with  a  particularly 
handsome  line  of  1900  Globes. 

F.  L.  Hartmayer,  the  manager,  is  an  old 
bicycle  man,  and  is  putting  nothing  but  the 
very  finest  material  into  the  Globe  wheel,  so 
it  is  safe  to  say  that  these  machines  will  be 
strictly  high  grade  in  every  respect. 

The  Globe  Cycle  Co.  is  now  on  a  particu- 
larly strong  financial  basis,  and  under  the 
able  management  of  Mr.  Hartmayer,  it  is 
bound  to  prosper  and  progress. 

WANTED, 

Good  man,  immediately,  to  sell  D.  &  J. 
Hangers  in  the  East. 

PARK  CITY  MFG.   CO., 
***  Chicago,  111. 


"Easiest  Running  Sl<ate  Ever  Made."     i/y' 

There  are  names  so  connected  with  certain 
lines   of  trade  as  to  be   almost  synonymous; 


roller-skate — mention  that  method  of  enjoy- 
ment and  the  name  of  Henley  follows  as  a 
matter  of  sequence;  a  Henley  roller-skate  is 
to  its  fellows  of  the  rink  what  a  Brewster 
buggy  is  to  its  kind.  As  the  cut  herewith 
shows,  the  modern  roller-skate  is  as  far  away 
from  the  clumsy  old  contraption  of  former 
years  as  the  Oceanic  is  ahead  of  Noah's  flag- 
ship, the  Ark,  The  new  Henley  offering  is 
ight,  noiseless,  all  steel,  easy  running,  ball- 
bearing, comfortable  and  safe.  Never  was  so 
much  given  in  a  roller-skate  and  so  little 
asked  therefor,  and  the  day  of  the  rink 
and  its  crowds  of  pleased  frequenters  is  once 


for  example,  Pullman  and  the  palace  car. 
Pope  and  the  bicycle.  Armour  and  beef,  Wan- 
aniaker   and    dry    goods.      So    it    is   with    the 


again  brought  close  to  hand  by  the  ingenuity 
and  persistency  of  the  father  of  the  pastime, 
M.  C.  Henley. 
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We  Have  Shown... 

We  are  not  in  a  Trust. 

We  Make  a  Winning  Wheel. 

We  Construct  Strongly. 

We  Inspect  Thoroughly. 

We  have  the  respect  of  Agents. 

We  Satisfy  the  Riders. 

We  can  handle  more  trade  and  can  satisfy  it,  too*     If  you  want  a 

HIGH-GRADE  BICYCLE  for  a  leader, 


let  us  hear  from  you. 


The  George  N.  Pierce  Co. 


f  BUFFALO. 
^  BOSTON. 
[  NEW  YORK. 


Kindly  mention   The   Wheel. 


I  JOBBERS  '  I 

t  THE  NAME  TELLS  THE  STORY.    HERE  IT  IS.  ♦ 
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I  Perfection  ^  gas  ^  t,mp  I 
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VAPOR     FED. 

Gives  a  Brilliant  Ivight.  Not  Affected  by  Rough  Roads. 

Will  Not  Jar  Out. 
Send  for  Prices  and  Descriptive  Hooktet. 

PERFECTION  GAS  LAMP  CO.,  NEW  HAVEN,  Conn. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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If  you  want  the  best,  get  in  with  the 
rest; 

The  Kokomo  Defender  Special  so  recog- 
nized in  the  past,  has  stood  the  test. 

Its  high  standard  in  1900  will  be  retained. 

Let  us  have  a  share  of  your  orders  and 
remain, 

KOKOMO  RUBBER  CO., 

Kokomo,  Indiana,  U.  S.  A. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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NICKEL  STEEL  CHAINS 

BY  THE 

POWER  MFG.  CO.,  Bloomfield,  N.  J. 


Made  in  1-8  in.,  3-10  in.  and  1-4  in. 

This  last  is  equal  in  quality,  accuracy  and  finish  to  the  best  of  other 
makes  on  the  market.     Write  for  net  prices  and  catalogue. 

THE    BLOCKS   OF   ALL    OUR    CHAINS  ARE 
MADE  OF  NICKEL   STEEL. 

A  Foot-Power  Lathe  and 

^  Outfit  of  Tools. 

Our  No.  5  Lathe  is  a  right  and  left  hand 
screw  cutting  lathe,  swings  11  inches  on  face 
plate;  34  inches  between  centres.  Is  back- 
geared  and  has  hollow  spindle.  Has  set-over 
tail-stock  and  swivel  tool  carriage  for  taper- 
ing and  boring. 

SPECIAL    OFFER! 

The   list  price   of   No.   5  Lathe   is   $90.     We 
will    furnish    the    lathe    with    set    of    slide    rest 
tools,   three  lathe  dogs,  5-inch  chuck  with   two 
sets    of    jaws,    lathe   arbor   and    set    of    Morse 
„„    ,  twist    drills    1-16-inch    by    %-inch    by    32ds,    in 

all  amounting  to  $110,  for  $90  cash.  Goods  carefully  boxed  and  delivered  on  board 
cars,  Rockford.  This  gives  the  best  lathe  made,  will  full  equipment  of  tools,  for 
less  money  than  you  can  buy  an  inferior  machine. 

1^"  Full  Descriptive  Catalogue  Free  on  Application. 

W.  F.  &  JNO.  BARNES  CO., 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  254    RUBY    ST.,    ROCKFORD,     ILL. 
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ONE    MORE   PUN. 


Another    Insurance    Idea    Is    Produced    for   Wheel- 
men's Protection. 

•  Denver,  Oct.  28. — A  new  plan  of  bicycle 
insurance  has  been  set  afoot.  By  the  old  plan 
when  a  wheel  was  stolen  the  loser  usually  got 
a  new  wheel  if  the  old  one  could  not  be  found. 
Buying  new  wheels  was  too  expensive  and 
forced  the  companies  to  suspend  business. 
The  companies  were  a  check  on  bicycle 
thieves,  as  is  shown  by  the  remarkable  in- 
crease in  thefts  since  the  failure  of  the  insur- 
ance company  on  Sixteenth  street. 

By  the  new  plan  the  loser  does  not  get  a 
new  wheel.  The  rates  of  insurance  are  graded 
by  the  first  cost  of  the  wheel  and  range  from 
$2.50  a  year  upward.  The  premiums  are  fixed 
by  a  careful  study  of  wheel  losses  for  several 
years.,  based  on  the  percentage  of  machines 
recovered  and  the  cost  of  insurance  and  re- 
covery. When  a  loss  is  reported  and  after 
diligent  search  the  company  and  the  owner 
have  failed  to  recover  the  machine,  the  agent 
of  the  insurance  company  is  sent  to  the  firm 
selling  the  wheel.  If  the  loser  has  given  a 
mortgage  on  his  wheel  that  fact  is  considered 
in  making  a  settlement.  Then  the  loser  gets 
a  wheel  as  good  as  the  one  stolen,  but  not  a 
tiew  one. 

If  no  agreement  can  be   reached   with   the 


loser  three  arbitrators  fix  the  damages.  One 
of  these  arbitrators  is  selected  by  the  loser  the 
other  by  the  company  and  the  third  by  the 
two  chosen. 


The  Century  Maid. 

I  cannot   say  how  many  hundreds  she  made. 
This  queen  of  centuries,   who,   in   blue  arrayed, 
Displayed    herself    in   attitudes    immense^ 
Whose  grace  of  riding   was  much   in   evidence. 
Was  she  a  good  rider?      Alack!  I  was  so  shocked- 
I  this  can  swear;  her  hosiery  was  clocked. 


UVDISPEBfSABLE   BI-CY-HA. 

Your  wheel  needs  Bi-cy-ka.     No  work  to 

apply  it.  It  takes  ofT  tlie  rust  and  keeps  the 
rust  off;  it  cleans  and  it  polishes.  If  your 
dealer  hasn't  it,  send  us  10  cents  in  stamps 
and  we  will  mail  you  a  full-sized  collapsible 
tube.  Raven  Gloss  Mfg.  Co.,  71  Barclay 
street,  New  York. 


Free  Sample  Pair 
to  Dealers. 

ASHWORTH 
PATENT 
TOE-CLIP. 

Send  6c.  for  postage. 

L.  T.  SNOW,  Mfr., 

NEW  H4VEN,  CONN.. 
U.S.A. 


25t. 


WARNING ! ! ! 


Every  oiler  made  by  us  bears  our  name.  This 
is  a  guarantee  that  the  oiler  is  made  in  the  best 
manner,  and  of  the  bast  material  and  work- 
manship. 

Our  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  un- 
scrupulous dealers  are  selling  inferior  imitations  as 
the  Star  "  Oiler,  some  even  going  so  far  as  to  list 
the  "Star"  in  their  catalogue  and  substitute  the 
cheaper  oiler  to  customers.  Wc  intend  to  pros- 
ecute our  rights  to  the  fullest  extent  and  to  use 
every  proper  effort  to  stop  this  practice. 

CUSHMAN  &  DENISON,  Mfrs., 

240-2  W.  23d  Street,  New  York. 


TO  MAKERS  OF 

Bicycle  Sundries.  ^ 

We  are  now  preparing;  mat- 
ter for  our  1900  Catalogue  and 
v,^ill  be  gflad  to  receive  full  in- 
formation and  prices  of  desir- 
able articles.  ^    J*    J-  J-  ^  J- 

MORGAN~&~BALL  CO., 

482  Main  St.,  Springfield,  Mass. 


PAT'D.  JAN.IQ.  ra93.     . 
WHITE    FOR  CATALDCUE 

D-B-Sm«th  &C0- 


ir<c.l2rN.L0NC 

'    WltH  PATENT 
SPRINCi  WA5HEH- 
PREVENTING 
LEATHER  FRDM ' 
'^    .WRINKLINC. 


TOINFLATt 


!  TIRE. PLACE   METAL 
SPOUT  Ol'ER  TIRE  VAlVe/IND 
COMfJECTIONS  IS  MADE.  , 


California 
IN  3  Days 


CHIC  A  GO-  UNION  PA  CIFIC 

AND 

NORTH-  WESTERN  LINE 


A  NY  ticket  agent  will  tell  you  about 
^  "The  Overland  Limited."  No 
change  of  cars  and  all  meals  in  din- 
ing cars.  Every  day  in  the  year  at 
6.30  p.  m.  from  Chicago.  The  Pa- 
cific Express  leaves  every  night  at 
10.30.  See  your  ticket  reads  Chi- 
cago &  North-Western  Railway  from 
Chicago. 

461  Broadway,  ■  NEW  YORK 
368  Washington  Street,  BOSTON 
193  Clark  Street,      ■      CHICAGO 


ADLETS.- 

For   Sale,    Exchange,    Etc.  —  Twenty-five   words, 

thirty-five    cents.      Eadi    additional   word    two    cents. 
Cash  invariably  in  advance. 

Situations  and  Help  Wanted. —  Answers  received 
in  confidence  and  forwarded  without  charge.  Kate: 
25  words,  one  time,  50  cents;  three  times,  $L00;  50 
words,  one  time,  Jl.OO;  four  times,  $3.00;  75  words, 
one  time,  $1.50;  four  times,  $5.00.  Displayed  adver- 
tisements: One-haU  inch,  one  time,  $1.00;  four  times, 
$3.00;  one  inch,  one  time,  $1.60;  four  times,  $3.00. 


PATENTS.— H.  W.  T.  Jenner,  patent  attorney  and 
■*-  mechanical  expert,  608  F  street,  Washington,  D. 
C.  Established  1883.  I  make  an  examination  free  of 
charge,  and  report  if  a  patent  can  be  had  and  exactly 
how  much  it  will  cost.     Send  for  circular. 


"DUYER  and  manager  of  the  bicycle  fittings  and 
■'-'  sundry  department  of  one  of  the  largest  jobbing 
houses  in  New  York  is  open  for  engagement  from 
Nov.  1.     Address  "Buyer,"  Wheel  Office. 


"p*OR  SALE — A  bicycle  store  in  a  desirable  location 
-*■  on  New  York  city  boulevard  (Broadway)  below 
110th  St. ;  fully  equipped  repair  department,  with  ujv 
to-date  machinery  and  tools;  owner  willing  to  sacri- 
fice the  good-will,  etc.,  of  this  business  in  order  to 
give  his  entire  attention  to  other  interests.  "For 
Sale,"    P.    O.    Box   444. 

A  DVERTISER,  lately  general  manager  for  a  well- 
■'^  known  English  cycle  concern,  is  open  to  repre- 
sent an  American  cycle  or  motor  car  firm  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland;  can  introduce  and  push  business 
amongst  the  best  agents,  and  with  a  well-made  free 
wheel  machine  will  guarantee  a  handsome  turnover; 
thoroughly  practical  and  well  recommended  by  late 
directors.    Address  \V.  B.,  care  of  The  Wheel. 

A/TANUFACTURERS  of  bicycles  and  _  sundries, 
^^^  phonographs,  jewelry,  clocks  and  sporting  goods; 
please  send  catalogues,  together  with  trade  discounts, 
to  L.  C.  Dalton.  37  North  1st  St.,  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J. 

■^X^ ANTED — Lar^e  or  small  lots  of  bicycles,  com- 
'•  plete  or  stripped;  tires,  saddles,  pedals,  bars 
and  equipments  or  sundries  of  any  kind;  will  pay  spot 
cash ;  describe  goods  and  name  bottom  price.  Mead 
Cycle   Company,    Chicago,   111. 

TATE  BUY  ior  cash  job  lots  of  tires;  we  should  be 

•'      pleased    to    receive    offers    from    manufacturers. 

Address  F.  A.   Gargare  &  Son,  136  W.  26th  St.,  New 

York  city. 


THE    BEST    SHOOTING. 

The  shooting  in  Iowa,  Minnesota  and  South  Dakota 
this  year  promises  to  be  very  good,  as  the  rainfall  in 
all_  these  States  was  abundant.  The  best  localities  for 
chicken  and  duck  shooting  are  on  and  tributary  to  the 
lines  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway. 
A  copy  of  a  recent  publication  issued  by  the  passen- 
ger department  of  that  road  can  be  had  on  application 
to  W.  S.  Howell,  General  Eastern  Passenger  Agent, 
381  Broadway,  New  York,  and  enclosing  three  cents 
in  stamps  for  postage. 


Dusty  Roads.   Noisy  Chains, 

The    Morse    Twrn    Roller    Chains    run 

SMOOTHLY,  QUIETLY  and  FREELY 

in    DUST    or    MUD. 

As  the  pendulum 
swings,  so  the  joint 
of  the  Morse  Chain 
rocks. 

No  Rub, 

No  Slide. 


% 


Lasts  longer,  runs 
easier  than  any  other 
chain  made.  Pendu- 
lum will  swing  on 
the  Morse  Joint  45 
minutes  and  on  the 
pin  joint  about  5  sec- 
onds. Large  swing- 
ing model  sent  free 
to  agents  ordering 
three  chains. 

'Write  for  Illustrated  Cir-  -^.^ 

cular  and  Price  to  Vt 

MORSE  CHAIN  CO., 

Trumansburs:,  N.  Y. 

Kindly   mention  The  Wheel. 


1899. 


.^7 


1899. 

Democratic  Nominations 


TAMMANY 


HALL. 


I 


Election  Day,  November  7,  1899;  polls  open  at 
6  a.  m.,  close  at  5  p.  m. 

JUDICIARY  AND  COUNTY  TICKET. 

For  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court, 

GEORGE  C.  BARRETT, 

JAMES  A.  O'GORMAN. 

For  Justices   of  the   City  Court   of  the    City  of 

New   York, 

JAMES  M.  FITZSIMONS, 

LEWIS  J.   CONLAN. 

For  Surrogate  of  the   County  of   New   York, 

ABNER  C.  THOMAS. 

For  Justice  of   Court   of  General   Sessions, 

City  and  County  of  New   York, 

WARREN  W.  FOSTER. 

For  Sheriff  of  the  City  and  County  of  New  York, 

WILLIAM  F.  GRELL. 

For   Municipal   Court  Justices, 
District. 

1— DANIEL  E.   FINN. 
2— HERMANN  BOLTE. 
3— WILLIAM  F.  MOORE. 
4— GEORGE  F.  ROESCH. 
5— BENJAMIN  HOFFMAN. 
6— DANIEL  F.  MARTIN. 
7— HERMAN  JOSEPH. 
8— JOSEPH  H.   STINER. 
9— JOSEPH  P.  FALLON. 
10— THOMAS  E.  MURRAY. 

A  Vote  far  the  Dem  ocratic  Candidates  for  the  Assembly 
means  a  Vote  for  H*me  Rule  and  Prosperity. 

District       -^°''  Members  of  Assembly, 

1— MICHAEL  HALPIN. 

2— JAMES  A.  RIER0ON. 

3— MICHAEL  T.  SHARKEY. 

4— PATRICK  H.  ROCHE. 

5— A.  WELLES  STUMP. 

6— TIMOTHY  P.  SULLIVAN. 

7— JOHN  F.  MAHER. 

8— ISIDOR   COHN. 

9— N.  TAYLOR  PHILLIPS. 
10— JULIUS  HARBURGER. 
11— JOHN  J.   O'CONNOR. 
12— LEON   SANDERS. 
13— PATRICK  F.  TRAINOR. 
14— LOUIS  MEISTER. 
15— JAMES  E.   SMITH. 
16— SAMUEL  PRINCE. 
17— JAMES  J.  FITZGERALD. 
18— CHARLES  P.   DILLON. 
19— PEREZ  M.  STEWART. 
20— HENRY  C.  HONECK. 
21— JAMES  F.  COURT. 
22— JOSEPH  BAUM. 
23— MAURICE  M.  MINTON. 
24— JOHN   B.   FITZGERALD. 
25— G.  TARLETON  GOLDTHWAITE. 
26— JOHN  J.  O'CONNELL. 
27— HAROLD  E.   LIPPINCOTT. 
28— JOSEPH  I.  GREEN. 
29— MOSES  R.   RYTTENBERG. 
30— SAMUEL  F.   HYMAN. 
31— LEON  W.   GOLDRICH. 
32— JOHN  POTH,  Jr. 
33— JOHN  J.  EGAN. 
34— JOHN  J.   SCANLON. 
35— WILLIAM  E.  MORRIS. 
Annexed  1— JOHN  J.  SLOANE. 

2— WILLIAM   HENDERSON,  Jr. 

District  -'^°''  Aldermen, 

1— MICHAEL  KENNEDY. 

2— JEREMIAH  CRONIN. 

3— JOSEPH  E.  WELLING. 

4— ISAAC  MARKS. 

5— JOSEPH  A.  FLINN. 

6— FREDERICK  F.  FLECK. 

7— CHARLES  W.   CULKIN. 

8— MAX  J.  PORGES. 

9— FRANK  L.  DOWLING. 
10— HENRY  W.  WOLF. 
11— WILLIAM   H.    GLEDHILL. 
12-JAMES  J.  SMITH. 
13— CHARLES  METZGER. 
14-JOHN  T.  McMAHON. 
15— ROBERT  MUH. 
16— EMIL  NEUFELD. 
17— JOHN  J.  TWOMEY. 
18— TAMES  E.   GAFFNEY. 
19— FRANCIS  W.  AYMAR. 
20— THOMAS  F.  WOODS. 
21— E.  STYLES  POTTER. 
22— MICHAEL  LEDWITH. 
23— HENRY  J.   ROTTMANN. 
24-FRANK  DUNN. 
25— MILTON  ROBLEE. 
26— EDWARD  F.  McENEANEY. 
27— FRANCIS   P.   COAKLEY. 
28- JOHN  T.  McCALL. 
29— OSCAR  S.  BAILEY. 
SO-GEORGE  A.   BURRELL. 
31— EDWIN  H.  FERGUSON. 
32— WILLIAM    F.    SCHNEIDER,   Jr. 
33— THOMAS  F.  McCAUL. 
34— LAWRENCE  W.  McGRATH. 
35— HENRY  GEIGER. 
Annexed— FRANK   GASS. 


HOW  T© 
NAME- PLATE 


t 


4b 


Most  Effectively. 

The  art  of  name-plating  for  little  money  in  an 
effective  manner  and  high-class  style  is  a  problem 
and  one  worthy  of  serious  attention  by  any  manufac- 
turer, be  he  large  or  small.  We  have  a  suggestion 
to  ofiEer  as  to  the  best  method  of  name-plating  by  the 
decalcomania  process.  It  has  been  done  in  the  past 
and  we  shall  show  by  actual  figures  the  value  of 
this  method.  Our  idea  or  suggestion  is  this:  Get 
a  very  neat  and  small  name-plate  for  the  head  of 
the  bicycle,  probably  a  trade-mark  with  the  name 
and  address  of  the  firm  on  it,  not  necessarily  the 
name  of  the  wheel ;  put  this  on  the  head  of  the  bicy- 
cle in  a  small  manner,  say  one  inch  or  one  and  one- 
half  inches  in  size,  and  leave  the  attractive  features 
of  the  name-plating  entirely  to  the  name  on  the  lower 
tube  of  the  frame.  Make  this  a  neat,  attractive 
transfer,  simply  the  name  of  the  wheel,  and  put  one 
on  each  side  of  the  frame. 

If  you  stop  to  consider  for  a  moment,  you  will 
realizs  the  immensity  of  the  advertising  features  of 
this  plan.  For  instance,  every  individual  bicycle  is 
undoubtedly  seen  and  noted  as  it  skims  by  on  the 
street;  just  figure  for  a  moment  the  yearly  output 
and  multiply  this  by  the  reasonable  figure  of  i.ooo. 
Let  us  say  the  yearly  output  is  10,000  wheels;  there 
would  be  no  less  than  ten  million  people  who  would 
have  seen  and  noted  that  name-plate  on  the  bar  as 
the  wheel  was  seen  on  the  street.  Then  realize  that 
this  total  expense  is  probably  not  more  than  $100.00 
for  the  name  as  applied.  Then  figure  that  ratio  of 
cost  and  result  and  compare  it  with  any  other  style 
of  advertising  and  you  will  realize  the  advantage  in 
favor  of  advertising  a  name-plate  by  the  transfer 
process,  which  undoubtedly  brings  one  hundred  fold 
better  results  than  by  any  other  method. 

Anyone  interested  in  the  matter  of  a  transfer, 
either  name-plate  for  decorating  purposes  or  for 
trade-marking,  will  find  that  we  are  able  to  deliver 
orders  on  short  notice,  having  the  largest  ftctory  in 
the  business,  exclusive  automatic  machinery,  manu- 
facture all  our  raw  material.  Write  for  sketches  and 
prices.     Free  for  the  asking. 

THEMEYERCORDCCinc. 

AMERICAN  MANUFACTURERS 

Guaranteed  Decalcomania  Transfers. 

Main  Office,  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Chicaqo. 

Factory,  Chicago,  III.  New  York  Office,  805  St.  James  BIdg. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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ASPHALT  PAVEMENTS 


THE  STANDARD  PAVE- 
MENT OF  AMERICA.^  .^ 


THE    BARBER  ASPHALT   PAVING   CO. 


Endorsed  by  the  L.  A.  W,  everywhere. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wlieel. 


No.  II    BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK, 


THE  LEAGUE  HANDLE-BAR  GO. 

All  Kinds.     All  Styles. 
Samples  now  ready. 

215-217-219  S.  CLINTON  STREET,  CHICAGO. 


Graohite  Lubricants. 

ALL  KINDS.  iGGORDING  TO  WANTS. 
Joscpii  Dixon  Croclblc  Co.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 


FOR 

BICYCL-ES. 


WILLIAM  F.  NYE, 

NEW  BEDFORD,  -  -  -         MASS. 


r\  HANDLE  BARS 
V   FORK  SiDES 

co.«sPc^.Kc.ptRFECTlON  PADiOCKS 

soCcicD--.  AMES  SWORD  CO.   CHICOPEE,  MASS. 


INNER  TUBES. 

TWO  GRADES. 

Quality  and  Prices  Right.  Sample  Free. 

VIM  BICYCLE  CO.,  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


NICKEL  PLATING 

ALL    SORTS. 

TILLMANN  3c  ECKSTEIN. 

91   Elizabeth  Street,  New  York, 


ESTABLISHED   1360. 


NEAR   CBAMD   STIEET. 


MOSSBERC  TIRE   BELL 

Patented  March  28th.  1899. 
Guaranteed  to  give  satisfaction  in  every  respect. 
Send  for  Catalogue.    Sample  sent  by  mail  on  receipt  of 
remittance  as  follows: 

No.  1,  75c.    No.  2,  50c. 

Manufactured  by    FRANK    MOSSBERC     CO.. 

ATTLEBORO,  MASS. 


TO  I,OS  ANGEI/ES    AND    SOUTHERN  CAI^I- 
FORNIA. 

Every  Friday  night,  at  10.35  p.  m.,  a  through  Tour- 
ist Car  for  Los  Angeles  and  Southern  California, 
leaves  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway 
Union  Passenger  Station,  Chicago,  via  Omaha,  Colo- 
rado Springs  and  Salt  Lake  City,  for  all  points  in 
Colorado,   Utah,    Nevada  and   California. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  Pullman  porter,  each  car 
is  accompanied  by  an  intelligent,  competent  and  cour- 
teous "courier,"  who  will  attend  to  the  v/ants  of  pas- 
sengers en  route.  This  is  an  entirely  new  feature  of 
tourist  car  service,  and  will  be  appreciated  by  families 
or  by  ladies  traveling  alone.  Particular  attention  is 
paid  to  the  care  of  children,  who  usually  get  weary 
on  a  long  journey. 

These  tourist  cars  are  sleeping  cars  supplied  with 
all  the  accessories  necessary  to  make  the  journey  com- 
fortable and  pleasant,  and  the  berth  rate  (each  berth 
will  accommodate  two  persons)  is  only  $6  from  Chi- 
cago to  California.  Ask  the  nearest  ticket  agent  for 
a  tourist  car  folder,  or  address  Geo.  H.  Heafford, 
General   Pass,  and  Ticket  Agent,  Chicago,   111.        »*, 


The  Best  Advertising  for  the 
Irish  Trade  is 

THE 
IRISH  CYCLIST. 

specimen  copy  and  advertising  rates  on 
application  to 

R.  J.  MECKEDY  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  Proprietors, 

48  Middle  Abbey  St..  DUBLIN. 

LOWEST    KATES    WEST. 

Rates  to  the  West  are  lower  via  Nickel  Plate 
Road  than  via  other  lines,  while  the  service  is  ex- 
celled by  none.  Three  fast  trains  are  run  every  day 
in  the  year  from  Buffalo  to  Chicago.  The  day 
coaches  are  of  the  latest  pattern,  are  elegantly  up- 
holstered, and  have  all  the  modern  improvements, 
such  as  marble  lavatories  steam  heat,  lighted  by 
Pintsche  gas,  while  colored  porters  are  in  charge  to 
look  after  the  wants  of  passengers,  especially  the 
ladies  and  children.  Vestibuled  buffet  sleeping  cars 
are  run  on  all  trains,  while  the  dining  cars  and  meal 
stations  are  owned  and  operated  by  the  company  and 
serve  the  best  of  meals  at  moderate  prices. 

If  your  ticket  agent  cannot  give  you  all  the  in- 
formation you  desire  in  regard  to  rates,  routes,  etc., 
address  F.  J.  Moore,  Gen'l  Agent,  Nickel  Plate  Road, 
291  Main  St.,   Buffalo,  A.   Y. 
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SUPERB 
PASSENGER 
SERVICE 


ON^LTiT  2>IJRJErCT  IVIATER.  JR.OUTB.  BETWEE.N 

NEWYORK,  CHARLESTON  &  JACKSONVILLE 

JVITHOtrT    CHAITG. 

SAILING    FROM 
►    PIZ^R.    45    N.R. 
NE.W   YORR 


THREE 
SAILINGS 
WEEKLY 


1  W?T  P.  C  I,YI>E. 

Tbeo.G.E6er.  tmffic MjMom 


&  CO.,  General  Agents. 

5  Bowling  Green.  New  York. 
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Indianapolis  Chain  &  Stamping  Co., 


INDIANAPOLIS, 
INO. 


MAKERS    OF 


Diamond  Chains. 

R.  B.  Mcmullen  &  CO.,  General  U.  S.  Sales  Agents, 

88-90  Lake  Street,  Chicago.  309  Broadway,  New  York. 

NEW  YORK  DEPOT :  J.  S.  LENQ'S  SON  &  CO..  4  Flelcher  St. 
CHICAGO  DEPOT:  EXCELSIOR  SUPPLY  CO.,  SMO  Uke  St. 
Kindly   mention   The   Wh»«L 
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LOW  3PEED    / 

DVNAM03.| 

NICKEL-       I 

ANODE3.     I 

LACqUER3.\ 
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BUFP3. 

Icyamide  Potash. 
JTURKI3H  Emery 

\   P0LI3HIN0 
MACHINERY. 
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INDEPENDENT  MAKERS  ORGANIZE. 


«M«M»M«M*M»«|M0*l»M«M«W«W«M»M«M«M«M«<*«M«>*- 
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THE  OFFICIAL  STATEMENT, 

PREPARED  BY  THE  TRUSTEES. 


•  »«M«..»H«»«..«»«»«..«..«..aM»MC«CM«M«*««*.9M»M«M«M«*.«««..«»«M«M»H«*«..««*«a««*.«H«H9M«««Ma< 


IM«M«««M«»«..t 


A  GENERAL  meeting  of  manufacturers  of  bicycles,  parts  and  accessories  was 
held  at  the  Iroquois  to-day  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  organization 
of  the  Cycle  Trades'  Protective  Association.  The  first  meeting  was  held  three 
weeks  ago,  and  at  that  time  a  committee  consisting  of  F.  I.  Johnson  (Iver  John- 
son's Arms  &  Cycle  Works),  C.  H.  Metz  (Waltham  Mfg.  Co.),  L.  H.  Manson  (Man- 
son  Cycle  Co.),  W.  H.  Crosby  (Crosby-Mayer  Co.)  and  F.  P.  Eldredge  (National 
Sewing  Machine  Co.)  was  appointed  to  draft  a  scheme  of  organization. 

It  was  proposed  to  organize  an  association  with  a  capital  of  |100,000.  At  to- 
day's meeting  44  manufacturers  appended  their  names  to  an  agreement  for  mutual 
protection.    Among  the  signers  were  the  following: 

INDIANA   CHAIN   CO.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

ROCHESTER    CYCLE  MFG.    CO.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

HOFFMAN   BICYCLE  CO.,   Cleveland,  O. 

GRANT    BALL    CO.,    Cleveland,  O. 

SNOW    CYCLE    CHAIN    CO.,   Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

POWER    MFG.    CO.,    Bloomfield,  N.  J. 

CYCLE   TOOL   &    MFG.    CO.,   Springfield,  Mass. 

HENDEE    MFG.    CO.,    Springfield,  Mass.       " 

MANSON    CYCLE    CO.,  Chicago,  111. 

WALTHAM    MFG.    CO.,  Waltham,  Mass. 

BEEBE   MFG.    CO.,  Racine,  Wis. 

PL    P.    SNYDER    MFG.    CO.,    Little  Falls,  N.  Y. 

IVER  JOHNSON'S   ARMS    &  CYCLE   WORKS,  Fitchburg,  Mass. 

MARCH-DAVIS    CYCLE    MFG.   CO.,  Chicago,  111. 

NATIONAL  SEWING  MACHINE  CO.,  Belvidere,  111. 

JULIUS    ANDRAE   &   SONS    CO.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

BALDWIN    CYCLE    CHAIN    CO.,  Worcester,  Mass. 

JAMES    BU€KWORTH,    Springfield,  Mass. 

OTTO    KONIGSLOW,    Cleveland,  O. 

TROXEL    MFG.    CO.,  Elyria,    O. 

E.    P.    PEACOCK,  Chicago,  111. 

FULTON    MACHINE    WORKS,  Chicago,  111. 

FRONTENAC   MFG.    CO.,   Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

OLIVE    WHEEL    CO.,    Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

CROSBY '  &   MAYER  CO.,   Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

About  30  other  manufacturers  were  represented  and  promised  adhesion  to  the 
plan.  T.  J.  Kirkpatrick  occupied  the  chair.  The  agreement  provides  for  the  de- 
fense of  patent  suits  in  cases  in  which  the  interests  of  a  majority  of  the  members  are 
involved.  The  following  trustees  and  officers  were  elected:  F.  I.  Johnson,  presi- 
dent; F.  P.  Eldredge,  vice-president;  W.  H.  Crosby,  treasurer;  S.  A.  Miles,  secre- 
tary; C..  H,  Metz,  H,  P,  Snyder,  P.  T,  Andraf,  L.  H,  Manson,  additional  trustees. 
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Buffalo,    Saturday. 

TO-DAY'S  meeting  of  independent  manu- 
facturers of  cycles,  parts  and  accessories 
was  quiet,  businesslike.  No  mountainous 
oratory,  no  berating  of  trusts,  no  flamboy- 
ancy.  An  organized  movement  in  a  time  of 
peace  to  prepare  for  possible  war. 

Opinions  differ  as  to  the  measure  of  war- 
rant for  the  movement.  Some  claim  to  know 
that  the  right  of  independent  makers  to  exist 
was  interfered  with;  that  a  threat  was  ver- 
bally delivered  from  the  American  Bicycle 
Co.  to  a  certain  big  Western  jobber,  on  the 
'basis  of  a  bottom-bracket  patent  the  status  of 
which  has  not  been  settled  by  a  test  case.  In 
contradiction,  an  A.  B.  C.  manufacturer  just 
arrived  from  New  York,  en  route  home  with 
his  "thirty  per  cent,"  declares  that  the  trav- 
elers of  all  A.  B.  C.  concerns  have  been  ex- 
pressly warned  not  to  mention  the  bottom- 
bracket  patent. 

At  any  rate,  the  independent  makers  have 
now  organized  for  defence.  Their  strength 
is  partially  indicated  by  the  list  of  names  in 
the  ofificial  statement.  It  is  desired  by  the 
trustees  that  the  trade  press  abstain  from 
mentioning  the  names  of  other  concerns  not 
shown  in  the  list,  who  for  various  reasons  do 
not  want  their  names  in  print,  in  this  mat- 
ter,  at  this  time. 

Just  how  much  of  the  $100,000  worth  of 
stock  is  subscribed  for  had  not  yet  been  fig- 
ured, Mr.   Crosby  said  to-night. 

*     +     * 

This  morning  was  devoted  to  reading  the 
constitution  and  by-laws,  and  there  was  con- 
siderable speaking,  by  those  avowedly  "in" 
and  by  others  willing  to  come  in  later,  and 
all  who  were  prepared  to  do  so — forty-four — 
signed   the  articles   of  association. 

This  afternoon,  the  meeting  room  was  used 
only  by  those  who  were  ready  to  subscribe 
for  stock.  The  others  loitered  about  the  hotel 
and  discussed  the  general  outlook. 

!|C  *  * 

Of  course,  there  were  anti-trust  hints.  Men 
like  to  frame  the  weaknesses,  the  illogicalities, 
the  ultimate  discomfiture  of  the  enemy,  and  if 
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the  enemy  be  a  combine,  an  organization  with 
possible  power  to  crush  the  individual,  the 
criticism  is  laid  on  thickly. 

"The  A.  B.  C.  made  a  big  mistake,"  said 
one  man — and  the  originality  of  his  remark 
impressed  his  hearers — "by  not  buying  up 
parts  factories  and  material  plants,  instead  of 
bicycle  factories.  At  least,  they  should  have 
gobbled  the  sources  of  supply  first.  By  do- 
ing that  at  the  right  time  of  year  they  could 
have  simply  withered  out  of  existence  a  num- 
ber of  bicycle  makers.  Dies  can't  be  made  in 
a  minute,  nor  in  a  inonth,  and  some  of  the 
dies  used  in  making  certain  bicycle  parts  are 
intricate,  let  me  tell  you. 

"Yes,  sir,  they  could  have  gobbled  the  parts- 
making  plants,  and  with  that  sort  of  a  corner 
on  the  market  could  have  bought  bicycle  fac- 
tories for  pretty  much  their  own  prices,  in 
many   cases." 

Here  everybody  in  the  group  who  was  in- 
terested in  the  negation  of  the  enemy  experi- 
enced a  comfortable  thrill.  A  point  lost  by 
"the  other  fellow"  is  a  point  gained  for  you. 

*  *     * 

The  preserving  of  brands — the  practice  of 
economies  by  a  certain  degree  of  consolida- 
tion in  factories,  instead  of  in  selling  depart- 
ments— was  another  idea  that  was  discussed. 
The  Lonn-Adlake-Bradley  factory  concentra- 
tion came  in  for  commendation  as  a  sensible 

idea. 

*  *     * 

Inquiry  failed  to  discover  any  actual  fear 
on  the  part  of  any  cycle  maker  as  to  his  ability 
to  get  parts.  True,  there  are  some  whose 
dies  are  in  the  possession  of  A.  B.  C.  parts 
makers,  but  if  those  parts  makers  delay  out- 
siders' orders  to  fill  A.  B.  C.  wants,  on  a  pinch 
a  stock  pattern,  made  by  some  independent 
parts  concerns,  can  be  used.  Such  was  the 
talk. 

More  of  the  same  kind.  A  parts  maker  de- 
clared that  never  in  his  experience  had  orders 
come  to  him  so  plentifully,  so  early  in  the 
season.  He  stood  now,  he  said,  where  he 
usually  stood  in  the  middle  of  December. 

An  indication  of  the  pressure  upon  A.  B.  C. 
parts  factories,  as  well  as  of  the  desire  of  the 
A.  B.  C.  to  refrain  from  anything  like  an  un- 


businesslike policy,  was  the  statement  that 
orders  for  parts  are  now  being  placed  with 
outside  parts  makers  by  A.  B.  C.  factories, 
with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  headquar- 
ters. 

*  *     * 

Such  was  the  trend  of  the  corridor  talk. 
It  was  the  talk  of  men  alive  to  the  needs  and 
opportunities  of  a  situation.  Much  of  it  was 
trivial  in  detail,  very  conjectural,  but  it  all 
had  one  general  direction — a  desire  to  seize 
chances,  to  get  into  the  market  early,  to  stick 
together  against  any  common  enemy — in  a 
word,  to  give  the  law  of  self-preservation  the 
busiest  kind  of  a  time.  There  was  a  twitting 
of  the  opposition,  but  no  obvious  flamboy- 
ancy.     Nobody  made  a  fool  of  himself. 

*  *     * 

Presumably,  the  board  of  trustees,  of  which 
all  the  officers  are  members,  will  continue 
their  efforts  toward  getting  actual  subscrip- 
tions to  the  stock.  That  is  the  stickiest  kind 
of  "adhesion,"  far  more  desirable  than  moral 
support.  Much  of  the  work  can  be  done  'by 
correspondence,  and  for  doing  it  Secretary 
Miles,  himself  a  stockholder,  is  to  receive  a 
salary — $1,200  a  year,  it  is  said.     Not  too  much 

for  the  labor. 

*  *     * 

The  personal  representation  here  of  three 
of  the  cycling  journals  the  independent  mak- 
ers appreciate.  So  do  they  the  neglect,  in 
this  respect,  of  one  journal,  which  by  this 
lapse  does  not  improve  among  a  large  set  of 
manufacturers  whose  coming  together  at  this 
time  is  not  only  entirely  natural,'  but  marks 
an   important   moment   in   the  history   of  the 

trade. 

*  *     * 

The  Wheel  believes  that  the  organization 
of  the  Cycle  Trades'  Protective  Association 
will  immediately  exert  a  <good  moral  effect 
upon  the  dealer.  It  will  relieve  him  from  the 
fear  of  direct  or  indirect  compulsion.  It  will 
•make  him  a  more  willing  buyer  if  he  contem- 
plates handling  A.  B.  C.  bicycles,  because  if 
he  decides  to  do  so  it  will  be  with  a  knowl- 
edge that  he  can  buy  outside  if  he  chooses. 
This  happy  condition  will  undoubtedly  be  ap- 
preciated by  A.  B.  C.  makers  quite  as  much 
as  by  their  independent  competitors. 


Of  THE  MEN   WHO  WERE  THERE,  ET  CETERA. 


Chairman  T.  J.  Kirkpatrick  is  more  than 
the  manufacturer  of  the  Kirkpatrick  saddle. 
He  is  one  of  the  owners  of  "Farm  and  Fire- 
side" and  the  "Woman's  Home  Journal," 
both  of  which  have  tremendous  circulations. 
Many  remember  him,  too,  as  the  only  -man, 
possibly  excepting  Pratt,  who  ever  emerged 
from  the  L.  A.  W.  presidency  in  anything 
but  a  storm-cloud.  "Kirk"  has  had  the  Kirk- 
patrick family  tree  traced  to  its  roots  among 
the  compatriots  of  Robert  Bruce. 

Treasurer  Crosby  realizes  the  delicacy  of 
his  positon,  having  good  customers  both  "in- 
side" and  "outside."  But  he  is  a  dependable 
man.  Financial,  managerial  and  selling  ability 
are  in  him — physically  and  mentally  a  com- 
pact, conservative,  sincere  make-up — the  kind 
men  mean  when  they  speak  of  a  man  as  a 
real  Christian. 

Vice-President  Eldredge  represents  an  an- 
nual   output   of   umpty-steen    thousand   bicy- 


cles, and  is  in  himself  a  man  of  experience 
and  ability;  a  man  not  likely  to  look  for 
trouble,  but  of  strength  to  spare  in  any  such 
contingency. 

The  Fredrick  adjustable  bar  interests  were 
represented  by  Manager  Chisholm,  who  was 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Wyckoff,  the  younger. 
And — enterprise  will  not  down — W.  M.  Per- 
rett  was  the  first  speaker  when  the  meeting 
opened. 

Those  who  have  read  the  Manson  satires  on 
the  trust  idea  will  be  interested  in  knowing 
that  Mrs.  Manson  collaborates  in  their  writ- 
ing. Mr.  Manson  supplies  the  data,  Mrs. 
M.  furnishes  much  of  the  literary  style. 

Vice-President  Dickinson — slender,  agile, 
agreeable,  new  face  to  many  in  the  trade — 
represented  the  Frontenac  people,  who  re- 
cently greatly  increased  their  means  for  push- 
ing a  fine  wheel. 


A  healthy  glow,  a  hirsute  paucity  on  top,  a 
weakness  for  the  finest  music,  a  desire  to 
make  the  finest  chain  in  the  market — Mr. 
Powers,  of  the  Powers  Chain  Co. 

President  Johnson  was  what  the  occasion 
demanded  he  should  be — a  man  who  knew 
what  ought  to  be  done,  and  how;  clean-cut 
and  a  good  mixer. 

Sales  Manager  Gardner,  of  the  Mechanical 
Fabric  Co.,  Providence,  has  important  plans 
in  band.  He  leaves  the  mechanical  people 
January  1. 

The  Saturday  night  relaxation,  outside  of 
the  hotel,  took  the  form  of  a  visit  to  a  society 
bazaar  at  the  74th  Regiment  Armory. 

All  the  way  from  Marshall,  Mich.,  came  C. 
H.  Weld,  representing  two  or  three  concerns 
whose  goods  he  markets. 

Grant,  fils,  has  the  same  expert-mechanical 
bent  as  Grant,  pere.  Says  the  Grant  'ball 
plant  is  running  full  tilt. 

Lumber  and  dust,  due  to  hotel  repairs  in- 
terrupted by  a  labor  strike,  made  the  hotel 
lobby  a  bit  stuffy. 

Mr.  Evans,  who  now  controls  the  destinies 
of  the  Outing  wheel,  'brought  his  little  son  on 
from  Indianapolis. 

Ezra  Kirk,  of  the  Kirk  Mfg.  Co.,  still  had 
a  few  stories  left — and  a  hard-headed  business 
opinion  or  two. 

Mr.  Lee  was  there  for  John  R.  Keim.  Mr. 
Keim  was  obliged  to  attend  a  jewelers'  con- 
vention. 

Mr.  Solomon,  secretary  of  R.  H.  Wolfif  & 
Co.,  Ltd.,  was  in  Buffalo  and  "dropped 
around." 

F.  W.  Wood,  of  the  IndianapoHs  Chain  Co., 
did  not  say  rfuch,  but  signed  his  name. 

Andrae  interests  were  in  the  generously 
large  hands  of  "Brother  Terry." 

Vice-President  H.  R.  Felker,  of  the  Toledo 
Metal  Wheel  Co.,  was  there. 

"The  Scorcher"  was  one  of  the  dining-room 
melodies  Saturday  evening. 

The  usual  minority  remained  in  town  over 
Sunday. 

Promoter  Jafifray  happened  in,  from  To- 
ronto. 


Thousand  Dealers  Have  Applied. 

A  thousand  applications  for  agencies  in  two 
weeks  is  the  record  of  the  Eagle  Company. 
The  independence  and  strong  policy  of  the 
Torrington  concern  is  telling  among  the  trade. 
An  agent  likes  to  have  a  good  concern  back 
of  him.  This,  as  well  as  the  Eagle  Company's 
product,  probably  accounts  for  the  eagerness 
of  bicycle  trade  folks  to  represent  them. 


Going  to  Plymouth. 

The  Clizbe  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Chicago,  has  pur- 
chased the  Simmons  bicycle  plant  at  Ply- 
mouth, and  will  remove  its  business  to  that 
city. 


1899. 
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MORE  RUMORS 


about  certain  tire  factories* 


JUST  where,  when  or  how  there  will  be  a 
completion  of  the  consolidative  and  cen- 
tralizing forces  of  which  Charles  R.  Flint 
is  credibly  believed  to  be  the  active,  thinking 
centre  seems  to  be  more  than  the  ordinarily 
well-informed  persons  in  the  cycle,  tire  or 
rubber  goods  trades  can  definitely  predict  to 
his  own  satisfaction  or  that  of  anybody  else. 
The  air  has  been  so  heavily  laden  with  con- 
solidation facts  and  rumors  for  months,  and 
particularly  for  weeks,  that  there  is  a  general 
tendency  to  throw  up  the  hands  in  bewilder- 
ment every  time  a  new  deal  is  mentioned. 

The  latest  rumored  phase  of  the  story  of 
Mr.  Flint's  efforts  to  combine  things  in  the 
tire  and  rubber  goods  line  is  as  follows:  The 
National  India  Rubber  Co.,  of  Bristol,  R.  I., 
to  be  absorbed  by  the  Rubber  Goods  Mfg. 
Co.;  a  big  New  Jersey  company,  now  con- 
trolled by  the  U.  S.  Rubber  Co.  (one  of  Mr. 
Flint's  properties),  to  be  transferred  to  the 
Rubber  Goods  Mfg.  Co.;  the  manufacture  of 
G.  &  J.  tires,  for  use  on  Rambler  bicycles  and 
other  A.  B.  C.  machines  using  the  same  tires, 
to  be  diverted  by  the  A.  B.  C.  from  Goodrich, 
an  independent  factory,  to  the  Mechanical 
Fabric  Co.,  of  Providence,  which  has  been 
absorbed  by  the  Rubber  Goods  Mfg.  Co., 
and  which  already  manufactures  all  the  parts 
of  Dunlop  tires  and  completely  builds  a  very 
large    proportion    of    them;    and,    eventually. 


the  Dunlop  factory  in  Belleville,  N.  J.,  which 
now  assembles  the  Dunlop  tire  parts  made 
in  Providence,  to  be  closed  and  the  manu- 
facture of  both  Dunlop  and  G.  &  J.  tires  to 
be  transferred  from  the  Mechanical  Fabric 
Co.  plant  to  that  of  the  National  India  Rub- 
ber Co.,  in  Bristol. 

All  somewhat  involved  to  those  unfamiliar 
with  the  companies  named  and  the  relations 
between  certain  of  them.  The  absorption  of 
the  two  companies  first  indicated  into  the 
Rubber  Goods  Company  is  simple  in  this, 
that  it  means  bringing  two  more  tire-making 
concerns  into  the  general  plan  of  concentra- 
tion and  eventually  possible  monopoly.  The 
diverting  by  the  A.  B.  C.  of  the  manufacture 
of  G.  &  J.  tires  from  an  outside  factory,  the 
Goodrich,  to  the  Mechanical  Fabric  factory 
would  indicate  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
A.  B.  C.  to  favor  Mr.  Flint.  The  eventual 
closing  of  the  Dunlop  factory  in  Belleville 
would  be  natural.  The  plant  belongs  to  Mr. 
Flint's  aggregation.  So  does  the  Mechanical 
Fabric  factory,  from  which  a  certain  propor- 
tion of  the  parts  of  Dunlop  tires  are  now 
shipped  to  the  Belleville  factory  to  be  assem- 
bled. Most  of  the  parts  are  even  now  assem- 
bled in  the  Fabric  factory — why  not  assemble 
all  of  them  there  and  save  money?  Finally, 
the  Fabric  factory  can  be  very  well  used  for 
other   purposes,   for   which  it  has   been   used 


many  years,  beginning  long  before  the  days 
of  pneumatic  tires,  and  the  National  India 
Rubber  plant  at  Bristol  could  be  well  used 
exclusively  for  the  manufacture  of  Dunlop 
and  G.  &  J.  tires.  Gradual  concentration  is 
the  idea.  The  whole  rumor  may  fall  through, 
but  it  is  not  illogical. 

In  this  connection  The  Wheel's  opinion, 
stated  some  time  ago,  that  the  use  of  Mr.  F. 
W.  Morgan  as  general  manager  of  all  the 
tire  factories  in  the  Rubber  Goods  Mfg.  Co. 
would  not  injure  that  company  is  strength- 
ened by  recent  rumor  that  he  is  slated  for  the 
undertaking  if  he  is  willing. 

It  is  stated  that  over  300,000  Dunlop  tires 
were  manufactured  in  this  country  for  last 
season,  and  that  most  of  them  were  com- 
pletely constructed  in  the  Mechanical  Fabric 
factory  in  Providence. 

It  is  further  stated  that  the  Western  Wheel 
Works,  a  large  source  of  income  to  the 
makers  of  Dunlop,  will  not  use  fewer  tires 
of  that  make  and  that  another  big  western 
bicycle  concern  will  probably  be  induced  by 
the  A.  B.  C,  in  its  desire  to  assist  Mr.  Flint's 
company  to  make  a  living,  to  recommend 
G.  &  J.  tires  to  dealers  and  use  as  many  as 
possible.  The  price  is  higher  than  on  ordi- 
nary single  or  double  tube  tires,  which  is  not 
so  much  to  the  point  as  that  the  profit  is 
also  said  to  be  greater. 

It  should  be  understood  that  the  Goodrich 
Company  is  licensed  to  manufacture  G.  &  J. 
tires  as  well  as  M.  &  W.  tires,  and  if  the  inter- 
esting rumor  here  stated  becomes  a  fact  the 
Goodrich  people  would  not  be  prevented 
from  marketing  G.  &  J.  tires,  though  pre- 
sumably they  would  have  some  difificulty  in 
selling  any  to  A.  B.  C.  bicycle  makers. 


AMERICAN  BICYCLE  CO. 

TO  UPHOLD  LIST  PRICES. 


Dealers  who  handle  bicycles  manufactured 
by  concerns  in  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  will 
be  expected  to  sell  the  goods  at  the  catalogue 
prices,  with  no  discount  for  cash. 

A  significant  decision.  It  means  that  the 
big  organization  is  determined  to  do  all  it  can 
to  prevent  any  more  holes  being  knocked  in- 
to the  bottom  of  the  business.  It  is  believed 
that  while  a  small  proportion  of  manufactur- 
ers and  dealers  will  work  for  the  discomfiture 
of  this  plan  by  cutting,  the  great  majority  in 
the  trade  will  applaud  the  action  of  the  A.  B. 
C.  and  try  to  follow  its  example,  endeavoring 
to  win  business  by  salesmanship  only.  Of 
course,  opinions  differ  as  to  what  is  a  fair 
profit  in  marketing  goods.  In  any  event,  no- 
body is  likely  to  find  fault  with  the  decision 
of  the  A.  B.  C. 

G.  &  J.  Capturing  Nice  Orders. 

Cleveland,  Nov.  6.— The  Gormully  &  Jeff- 
ery  branch  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  are 
reaping  a  rich  harvest  as  the  result  of  their 
ability  to  announce  prices  and  show  samples 
before  the  "other  fellows"  got  out. 

At  the  Cleveland  branch  store  the  other  day 
Manager  H.  A.  Githens  showed  The  Wheel 
a  pile  of  small  orders  coming  from  agents 
throughout  the  State,  which  totaled  several 
hundred  machines.  The  G.  &  J.  traveling 
man  was  the  first  one  to  go  through  this  ter- 
ritory,  and,   with   bright   and   attractive   sam- 


ples at  right  prices,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
assurances  of  the  A.  B.  C.  to  back  them  up, 
he  had  little  difficulty  in  closing  with  many 
of  their  old  agents. 

The  Cleveland  branch  is  expecting  samples 
of  the  new  Clipper  line  in  a  few  days,  and  it 
is  a  safe  prediction  that  the  two  lines  will  go 
well  together  in  Cleveland  and  northern  Ohio 
the  coming  season.  The  manufacturers  of 
both  machines  have  a  large  and  well  estab- 
lished trade  in  this  territory,  and  the  favora- 
ble reception  which  the  Clipper  chainless  has 
met  with  throughout  Ohio  towns  will  be  of 
great  assistance  in  holding  old  connections 
and  securing  new  ones. 

A.  B.  C.  Securities. 

Closing    prices    yesterday,    Wednesday,    on 

A.  B.  C.  securities  were: 

Bid.  Asked. 

Bonds    90      92 

Preferred   stock    65J    — 

Common  stock    26J^    — 

These  securities  have  been  strong.  On 
Tuesday  of  last  week  about  $20,000  of  the 
bonds  changed  hands  at  90  to  90J. 

Monarch  Property  Transferred. 

Chicago,  Nov.  2. — Preparatory  to  its  ab- 
sorption by  the  A.  B.  C,  the  Monarch  Com- 
pany has  transferred  its  factory  property,  a 
six  and  eight-story  building,  with  125  by  182 
feet   of   ground,    at   the    southwest   corner   of 


Fulton  and  North  Halsted  streets,  to  Frederic 
E.  Von  Amnion,  for  $250,000,  and  the  latter 
has  in  turn  conveyed  the  property  for  the 
same  amount  to  John  W.  Kiser,  the  president 
of  the  original  grantor  company.  These 
transfers  being  a  mere  matter  of  form,  the 
consideration  named  in  the  deed  is,  of  course, 
not  indicative  of  the  real  value  involved. 

To  Combine  Milwaukee  Factories. 

Milwaukee,  Nov.  8.— The  three  A.  B.  C. 
bicycle  factories  in  this  city,  known  as  the 
Milwaukee  Engineering  Co.,  Milwaukee  Mfg. 
Co.  and  A.  D.  Meiselbach,  will  be  combined. 
The  machinery  of  the  two  first  named  will  be 
transferred  to  the  Meiselbach  plant,  which 
has  plenty  of  floor  space. 

They  Are  for  Harmony. 

In  a  chat  yesterday  Third  Vice-President 
and  Sales  Manager  Merseles,  of  the  A.  B.  C, 
said  that  the  sales  managers  of  the  various 
concerns  in  the  company  were  showing  an 
eagerness  to  go  at  the  market,  and  a  most 
encouraging  desire  to  work  in  harmony  with 
headquarters. 

Will  Benefit  the  Sterling. 

Carrying  two  eggs  in  one  basket  will  work 
splendidly  in  at  least  one  instance.  Every- 
body concedes  that  the  Sterling  is  a  beautiful 
example  of  bicycle  construction.  Everybody 
knows  that,  as  a  line,  the  Western  Wheel 
Works'  goods  are  in  very  strong  favor.  The 
two  brands  will  be  marketed  through  the 
Western  Wheel  Works'  travelers,  which 
(Continued  on  page  ig.) 
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Let  Weil  Enough 


RIone. 


And  that  is  why  we  have  continued  so  many  of  our  last  season^s 
styles  this  season. 

The  styles  are  correct^  though  we  have  made  some  mechanical 
improvements. 

The  Standard  type  Saddle  will  stay^  and  no  other  type  is  likely  to 
ever  attain  the  same  degree  of  popularity. 

Having  originated  the  Standard  type  and  brought  it  to  its  present 
state  of  perfection,  our  different  styles  are  but  variations  of  it, 
for  the  various  weights,  shapes,  sizes  and  tastes  of  the  people. 

Having  attained  perfection,  we  shall  maintain  the  standard. 

Perfection  in  Materials — that  appeals  to  the  practical  minded. 

Perfection  in  Workmanship —  that  appeals  to  the  aesthetic. 

Perfection  in  Durability — that  appeals  to  the  economical. 

Perfection  in  Comfort — well,  that  appeals  to  most  everybody,  and 
that  is  why  most  everybody  is  riding  our  Saddles. 

With  our  capital,  facilities  and  knowledge  of  the  wants  of  the  people, 
we  can  and  do  produce  the  BEST  goods,  those  that  are 
universally  popular. 

A  full  line  of  Tool-Bags  of  the  same  standard  of  excellence  as  our 
Saddles. 

SEND  FOR  CATALOGUE. 

American  Saddle  Qo., 

ELYRIA,  OHIO,  U.  S.  A. 

Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 
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A  NOTABLE  ORATION. 


OMITTING  the  major  portion  of  a  recent  address  by 
Colonel  Pope  before  the  International  Commercial 
Congress  at  Philadelphia,  we  print  and  suggest  the  unusual 
significances  of  these  extracts: 

For  various  reasons  the  prices  of  American  bicycles  have  been  so 
reduced  from  time  to  time  that  they  seem  now  to  have  reached  the 
lowest  point.  This  tendency  downward  in  the  market  price  is,  of 
course,  a  natural  tendency  in  most  trades,  but  it  has  been  accelerated 
in  the  bicycle  business  by  the  too  eager  competition  of  some  capitalists 
who  came  into  the  trade  as  one  would  take  a  "flyer  on  the  street." 

Pity  'tis,  'tis  true,  etc.  We  have  sometimes  wondered  if 
the  result  would  have  been  the  same,  or  as  quickly  reached, 
if  the  long-established  cycle-making  concerns  had  refrained 
from  indiscriminate  patronage  of  any  and  all  cycle  trade  jour- 
nals, in  competition  with  the  "flyers."  We  have  thought  that 
a  more  confident,  conservative  advertising  policy  would  have 
had  a  beneficial  effect  upon  bicycle  dealers,  and  upon  all  the 
interests  which  have  survived.  Manufacturers  of  automobiles 
might,  we  think,  profit  by  the  experience  of  the  cycle  trade  in 
this  respect. 

Of  course,  during  the  first  year  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.'s  career 
the  full  benefit  of  the  union  will  not  be  available,  but  when  we  get 
the  organization  so  perfected  in  detail  that  our  various  plants  can  be 
assigned  fewer  models,  the  small  ones  making  probably  only  one,  we 
can  bring  out  a  product  cheaper  and  better. 

The  Colonel  did  not  neglect  to  impress  upon  his  foreign 
listeners  the  status  of  the  A.  B.  C,  and  in  the  above  statement 
he  parenthetically  stated  the  intention  of  the  company  to  elim- 
inate or  reduce  the  products  of  some  factories  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable. 

All  aggregations  of  capital,  if  rightly  handled,  tend  toward  the  bet- 
terment of  the  public.  This  is  a  doctrine  which  all  of  us  have  not  yet 
quite  comprehended,  but  the  experiences  of  every  passing  year  em- 
phasize its  truth. 

Which  cannot  be  denied.     "If  rightly  handled."     And  here 

follows  the  peroration: 


Other  things  being  equal,  the  nation  possessing  the  best  facilities 
for  transportation  land  distribution  of  its  product  will  take  the  lead. 
The  bicycle  has  been  instrumental  in  bringing  before  the  public  the 
vast  importance  of  better  highways,  the  proper  development  of  which 
will  be  of  inestimable  value  both  to  our  domestic  and  foreign  trade. 

It  is  estimated  that  in  New  York  City  there  are  12,000  trucks, 
carrying  on  an  average  a  load  of  a  ton  and  a  half  for  three  miles  on 
each  of  the  business  days  of  the  year,  and  with  an  average  daily  cost 
of  $4  for  each  truck.  This  means  65,000,000  tons  transported  one  mile 
in  every  year  for  $14,000,000,  or  about  22  cents  per  ton  per  mile. 
This  transportation  can  be  done  by  rail  at  six-tenths  of  a  cent  per 
mile. 

When  our  highways  have  been  so  constructed  that  draught  animals 
can  haul  the  maximum  load  at  the  minimum  price,  when  the  lowest 
freight  rate  and  greatest  freight  convenience  have  been  combined, 
or,  in  short,  when  we  have  secured  a  free  interchange  of  commodities 
throughout  the  civilized  world,  we  shall  have  insured  "Peace  and 
good  will  among  the  nations." 

An  unique  way  of  saying  that  the  eventual  amelioration  of 
international  warfare,  the  reduction  of  crazy  national  cranial 
bumps,  will  be  accompHshed  not  by  religion,  not  by  peace 
conferences,  not  by  attempts  at  arbitration,  but  by  the  subtle, 
all-pervading  improvement  of  economic  conditions  through 
national  and  international  commerce. 


WORDS  ABOIT  PATENTS. 


JUST  a  few  desultory  remarks,  apropos  to  the  talk  of  possi- 
ble patent  litigation  between  the  American  Bicycle  Co. 
and  independent  manufacturers,  with  the  Smith-Owen  bottom 
bracket  and  other  patents  as  bones  to  quarrel  over. 

It  is  not  an  unnatural  question  to  ask — and  it  is  almost  in- 
variably asked  by  someone  when  the  subject  comes  up  for 
discussion — why  the  possibility  of  patent  litigation  should  be 
so  large.  Edison's  remark,  that  owning  a  patent  simply  gives 
the  owner  the  right  to  fight  for  it,  has  perhaps  caused  more 
tongue-wagging  than  any  other  feature  or  phase  of  the  sub- 
ject of  invention. 

Inquiry  shows  that  the  possibility  of  contention  is  greater  in 
this  country  than  in  England.  In  England  patents  are 
broader  than  here.  It  may  be  said  that  a  generic  idea  is  pat- 
entable there.  A  man  may  patent  the  use  of  hair  or  moss  as 
a  buffer — not  for  any  specific  purpose,  but  as  a  buffer  gener- 
ally. Such  patents  naturally  greatly  simplify  the  scope  of  pat- 
ents, and  discourage  litigation  accordingly.  They  enable  a 
man  to  "claim  the  earth."  In  this  country,  a  patent  is  consid- 
ered broad  if  it  controls  the  application  of  a  method  for  a  spe- 
cific purpose.  Usually  the  United  States  patent  covers  only  a 
specific  manner  of  using  a  method,  for  a  specific  purpose.  The 
words  "substantially  as  described"  are  incorporated  in  patent 
claims  with  a  view  of  possibly  covering  defects  in  the  specific 
claims.  But  when  all's  done,  Edison's  remark  stands  true. 
Other  patents  will  be  issued — patents  aiming  at  the  identical 
result  covered  in  previous  ones,  patents  which  on  casual  ex- 
amination appear  to  be  almost  identical  in  detailed  specifica- 
tions as  well.  There  is,  for  example,  a  bottom-bracket  patent 
in  the  name  of  a  New  Jersey  man  which  in  its  general  provi- 
sions and  some  of  its  details  bears  striking  resemblance  to  the 
Smith-Owen  patent.  Perhaps,  if  the  New  Jersey  man  had  the 
money,  or,  having  it,  the  disposition,  he  could  contest  the 
Smith-Owen  claims  successfully.  Mere  priority  of  issue  or 
other  technical  points  do  not  always  decide  such  litigations. 
As  often  as  not  they  are  decided  in  courts  of  equity,  which 
largely  ignore  technicalities.  But  both  litigants  must  have 
money  and  skill. 

Which  is  the  better  system — the  English,  which  discourages 
litigation,  or  the  American,  which  rather  encourages  it?  We 
believe  in  the  American  plan.     It  has  obvious  faults.     It  often 
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places  a  fearful  power  in  might,  as  opposed  to  right.  It  is  a 
statistical  fact  that  most  inventors  not  only  fail  to  acquire 
riches,  but  that  the  great  majority  of  them  die  paupers.  But 
what  is  the  living  misery,  the  poverty-tinctured  death,  of  one 
inventor,  or  of  a  few  thousand,  every  year?  The  inexorable 
law  of  nature  demands  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  num- 
ber. Poverty  may — must — invent.  But  wealth,  and  only 
wealth,  initiative  or  acquired  by  rapid  turning  over  of  capital, 
can  push  an  invention  into  general  usefulness,  and,  if  in  the 
pushing  process  "the  man  who  really  invented  it". is  ground 
into  a  nameless  grave — why,  he  dies  wretchedly  because  he 
lacks  commercial  gumption  and  force,  poor  fool.  The  Ameri- 
can system  provokes  warfare,  but  the  English  system  prevents 
invention.  If  in  England  a  man  invents  a  ball-retainer,  he  can 
restrict  the  further  improvement  and  scope  of  ball-retainers. 
If  the  English  system  prevailed  here,  the  ball-retainer  patent 
granted  to  George  Warwick  for  pedal  purposes  would  be  an 
obstacle  to  further  invention.  As  it  is,  others  have  invented 
and  patented  ball-retainers  for  other  parts  of  the  bicycle. 

Whatever  may  be  the  faults  of  the  American  patent  system, 
it  has  assisted  nature  in  investing  this  country  with  the  most 
prolific  race  of  inventors  in  the  world. 


NEVER  before  have  manufacturers  of  bicycles  shown  a 
greater  degree  of  competitive  spirit  at  the  opening  of 
a  selling  season.  The  air  is  full  of  fight — not  the  throat-cut- 
ting sort,  but  the  genuine  variety,  the  kind  that  will  sell  goods 
on  merit  and  salesmanship.  It  is  to  be  a  battle  between  the 
"insider"  and  the  "outsider,"  of  a  swarm  of  comparatively 
small  independencies  against  an  organized  aggregation.  The 
dealer  is  more  than  likely  to  tie  to  the  strong  individuality, 
wherever  he  finds  it.  He  will  no  longer  be  attracted  by  liberal 
discount  to  a  slow-poke  manufacturer.  He  will  deal  with  the 
man  who  makes  a  good  machine  and  who  knows  how  to  boldly 
advertise  a  good  thing  into  popularity.  Mr.  Waitawhile  and 
Mr.  Spasmodic  will  now  receive  a  lively  and  final  whirl  at  the 
hands  of  Messrs.  Wideawake  and  Get-there. 


*     *     « 


HARDWARE  dealers  everywhere  are  paying  higher 
prices,  and  consequently  asking  their  customers  more. 
A  canvass  has  been  made  with  a  view  to  learning  how  willingly 
consumers  are  paying  the  higher  prices.  The  result  is  what 
might  have  been  expected.  In  many  instances  the  prices  are 
paid.  In  others  they  are  paid  begrudgingly.  In  others  they 
are  not  paid.  On  the  whole,  business  is  much  greater,  not 
because  prices  are  up,  but  because  the  ability  to  buy  is  greater. 
It  is  a  good  bit  of  data  for  the  cycle  trade  if  prices  for  1901 
should  have  to  be  increased — a  contingency  which  is  not  quite 
probable  in  view  of  the  present  standstill  in  steel  prices  and  the 
probability  that  the  steel  supply  will  meet  the  demand  before 


next  summer  is  over. 


•     •     • 


Like  our  English  ancestors,  we  take  our  pleasures  sadly.  We  do 
not  really  enjoy  them  and  soon  tire  of  them.  We  are  always  ready 
to  take  up  any  novelty,  and  equally  ready  to  abandon  it  after  havmg 
made  it  a  craze. 

AGAIN  the  New  York  "World,"  in  respect  to  an  alleged 
wane  of  cycling.  We  have  already  referred  him  to  fac- 
tory statistics,  in  refutation  of  his  main  point.  His  paragraph 
above  is  bulbous  with  inaccuracy.  The  Briton  takes  his  pleas- 
ures sadly  and  sticks  to  them  till  grim  death  intervenes.  The 
American  is  more  like  a  Frenchman  in  his  enthusiasm,  and 
fortunately  he  has  far  greater  tenacity.     American  cycling  will 

live  yet  awhile. 

■^  •     •     • 

HORSEWOMEN,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Health  Protective 
Association,   of   Cleveland,   should   discontinue   using 
the  side-saddle.     "Women   should  wear  divided   skirts   and 


take  the  same  position  on  a  horse  that  a  man  does."  There 
may  be,  and  probably  are,  excellent  hygienic  reasons  behind 
the  crusade  which  the  Cleveland  women  say  they  will  start 
against  the  side-saddle.  Yet  one  would  probably  be  safe  in 
wagering  that  these  same  estimable  women,  if  suddenly  asked 
for  their  opinion  of  the  use  of  divided  skirts  and  men's  wheels 
by  wheelwomen,  would  reply  unfavorably. 

*     «     • 

BETWEEN  January  and  July  of  this  year,  34,662  cycles 
were  carried  by  passenger  trains  out  of  Coventry,  Eng- 
land. The  figures  show  an  increase  of  5,590,  compared  with 
the  same  period  last  year.  No  such  statistics  are  available  in 
this  country,  but  population  is  population,  and  the  figures  are 
pleasing.  Industrial  conditions  in  England  have  not,  for  a 
couple  of  years,  been  favorable  to  the  development  of  luxury. 
Yet  cycling  grows.  What  it  is  doing  there  in  hard  times  it 
certainly  will  do  here  if  a  similar  condition  comes — as  it  may, 
twenty  or  thirty  years  hence. 


ujT^E  all  things  to  all  men"  is  as  necessary  in  respect  to 
[j  variety  in  cycle  design  as  in  anything  else.  Wiping 
out  pet  mechanical  ideas  should  be  practised  with  care.  Over- 
standardization  is  flatness,  monotony.  The  buyer's  zeal  must 
be  whetted  by  variety.    Still,  there  is  too  much  variety  to-day. 


VEN  a  bicycle  manufacturer  can  be  benefited  by  an  occa- 
sional ride  awheel. 


LESSON  or  THE  CARRIAGE. 

From  the  Indianapolis  "  Journal." 

In  no  field  of  production  have  American  skill,  enterprise  and  in- 
genuity been  more  fully  displayed  than  in  the  development  of  the 
manufacture  of  carriages.  In  no  line  of  production  has  the  factory 
system  more  fully  demonstrated  its  superiority. 

Fifty  years  ago  carriages  were  made  mostly,  if  not  entirely,  by 
hand  in  small  shops  scattered  over  the  country,  in  which  from  six  to 
twenty  men  were  employed.  For  labor-saving  machinery  there  were 
a  few  saws  and  a  lathe.  All  other  work  was  done  by  hand.  Fifty 
years  ago  there  were  few  carriages  in  the  country;  the  farm  wagon, 
made  in  the  village  shop,  with  wooden  axles  as  often  as  with  iron, 
heavy  and  unwieldy,  was  the  vehicle.  The  chaise,  or  the  pleasure 
carriage,  as  it  was  called,  was  the  luxury  of  the  very  well-to-do.  Even 
if  the  roads  had  permitted  their  use  they  were  so  costly  that  people 
of  moderate  means  could  not  own  them.  And,  say  what  we  will  at 
election  time,  the  people  who  have  means  to  purchase  are  now  a 
much  larger  part  of  the  whole  than  fifty  years  ago. 

But  the  hand-made  carriage  would  have  precluded  its  general  use, 
as  it  is  used  to-day,  both  because  the  people  would  not  be  able  to 
purchase  and  the  output  would  be  insufficient.  It  was  the  develop- 
ment of  the  factory  system  in  the  manufacture  of  carriages  as  in  the 
manufacture  of  all  the  necessaries  and  conveniences  of  life.  In  the 
factory  system  capital,  invention  and  skill  meet,  and  out  of  the  co- 
operation comes  a  new  product  with  a  reduced  price. 

A  better  carriage  can  be  furnished  to-day  for  $50  than  could  be 
made  for  $150  under  the  old  method.  The  carriage  at  $150  was  the 
luxury  of  the  well-to-do;  the  carriage  at  $50  is  the  necessity  of  all  who 
live  outside  of  cities  and  of  many  inside.  Brains,  invention,  capital 
and  skill  have  made  immense  carriage  factories  here  and  there,  and 
these  immense  establishments  alone  make  cheap  and  good  carriages 

possible. 

There  are  those  who  deplore  these  extensive  establishments. 
They  bemoan  the  good  old  days  when  a  man's  work  for  six  months 
represented  the  making  of  a  carriage,  and  that  carriage  was  a  luxury. 
They  fear  the  result  of  that  development  which  has  combined  a  half 
dozen  factories  into  one,  with  a  large  number  of  men.  Men  lose 
their  individuality  and  the  weakest  are  driven  to  the  wall.  This  may 
be  true  in  a  certain  sense.  But  if  the  development  of  the  factory  sys- 
tem has  done  this,  it  has  given  better  wages  to  many  more  men,  per- 
manence to  an  industry  and  cheap  and  good  carriages  to  the  people. 
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AMERICAN  BICYCLE  CO.  MATTERS— Continued. 


means  that  several  thousand  more  dealers 
are  likely  to  handle  Sterlings  than  have  done 
so  before. 

Barkman  and  Whymper  Placed. 

A.  B.  Barkman,  of  the  General  Sales  Com- 
mittee of  the  A.  B.  C,  takes  the  general  man- 
agement of  theLamb-Nuttall-Crawford-Ames- 
Frost  group  of  selling  departments,  and  L.  B. 
Whymper,  for  many  years  with  the  Crawford 
Company,  takes  the  eastern  management  of 
the  same  group. 

New  Tire  Factory  Suggested. 

The  idea  of  a  new  tire  factory,  to  be  sup- 
ported by  several  of  the  stronger  independ- 
ent cycle  makers,  has  been  broached  to  them 
by  a  gentleman  now  connected  with  a  big 
concern  which  has  just  been  taken  into  the 
Rubber  Goods  Co.  This  gentleman  believes 
that  a  suitable  plant  can  be  erected  for  $50,000. 

Pope  Branch  Changes. 

Manager  Budlong,  of  the  Pope  Company's 
Chicago  branch,  has  resigned  and  taken  a 
position  in  the  automobile  department  of  the 
A.  B.  C.  Manager  Brown,  of  the  Buffalo 
branch,  takes  his  place,  the  Rochester  man- 
ager moves  to  Buffalo,  and  a  new  man  takes 
hold  in  Rochester. 

Crawford  Property  Transferred. 

Although  it  is  dated  Aug.  2,  the  deed  trans- 
ferring the  Crawford  Mfg.  Co.  property,  at 
Hagerstown,    to    the    American    Bicycle    Co., 


was  not  filed  there  until  Nov.  6.  The  consid- 
eration is  $1,  etc.,  and  the  revenue  stamps  in- 
dicate a  real  estate  value  of  $5,000. 

A  George  Burweli  Rumor. 

A  Toledo  telegram  states  that  it  is  reported 
on  good  authority  that  George  Burweli,  the 
talented  superintendent  of  the  Lozier  plant, 
will  manage  all  the  A.  B.  C.  plants  there,  but 
that  the  report  cannot  be  confirmed. 

Merseles'  Duties  Will  Be  Large. 

Theodore  Merseles'  election  as  third  vice- 
president  means  that  he  will  have  charge  of 
the  selling,   domestic   and   foreign,   for   every 

A.  B.  C.  concern.  Merseles  was  nominated 
by  Colonel  Pope. 

Bromley  in  Chicago. 

Chicago,  Nov.  8. — J.  E.  Bromley,^of  the  A. 

B,  C,  is  calling  on  the  Chicago  trade  to-day. 

Shelby  Cycle  Factory  Busy. 

Soon  the  Shelby  cycle  factory  in  Shelby,  O., 
is  expected  to  have  400  or  450  men  employed. 

They  Meet  Daily. 

The  officers  and  department  heads  of  the 
A.  B.  C.  hold  conferences  every  day. 

Will  Have  an  "  Ad."  Manager. 

About  Jan.  1,  probably,  the  A.  B.  C.  will 
have  a  central  advertising  bureau. 


PARKER  RETIRNS  TO  HARTEORD  RIBBER  WORKS. 


It  is  definitely  announced  that  the  Rubber 
Goods  Mfg.  Co.  has  acquired  a  majority  of 
the  capital  stock  of  the  Hartford  Rubber 
Works,  Indianapolis  Rubber  Co.,  Peoria  Rub- 
ber &  Mfg.  Co.,  and  the  rubber  plant  of  the 
Indiana  Bicycle  Co.  The  purchase  includes 
about  100  tire  patents. 

The  consideration  is  not  known.  It  has 
been  estimated  at  $6,000,000.  The  Wheel  is 
informed  that  the  consideration  is  largely 
Rubber  Goods  stock. 


Managers  of  the  various  tire  plants  were 
notified  of  the  sale  on  Wednesday,  and  re- 
cjuested  to  facilitate  the  inventory  work,  etc., 
which  Rubber  Goods  representatives  will  do 
immediately. 

A  meeting  of  Hartford  Rubber  Works  di- 
rectors was  held  in  New  York,  last  night. 
Parker  goes  back  to  the  works. 

Prices  on  standard  tires  are  not  to  be  re- 
duced, as  some  newspapers  have  intimated  they 
would  be. 


FLINT  AND  LLOYD  DECLARE  THIS  IMPOSSIBLE. 


Just  what  there  is  in  the  rumored  $200,000,- 
000  deal  for  consolidating  almost  everything 
under  the  sun  in  the  automobile,  vehicle  tire 
and  bicycle  line,  can  probably  be  more  defi- 
nitely stated  later.  Just  now  it  is  only  safe  to 
say  this  much:  Mr.  Eleazer  Kempshall,  prom- 
inent vehicle  tire  maker,  is  active  and  desirous 
in  soliciting  the  aid  of  various  people,  promi- 
nent in  rubber  and  automobile  lines,  with  ref- 
erence to  some  consolidation.  Some  of  those 
whom  he  has  conferred  with  at  the  Waldorf- 


Astoria  declare  the  whole  business  impossible. 
One  of  these  is  Mr.  Flint. 

It  is  not  at  all  probable,  under  the  circum- 
stances, that  any  deal  is  imminent  which  will 
affect  the  existence  of  the  American  Bicycle 
Co.,  the  Rubber  Goods  Co.,  nor  a  good  many 
of  the  automobile  concerns.  Two  or  more  of 
the  latter  may  combine.  President  Lloyd,  of 
the  General  Electric  Co.,  says  his  company  is 
not  concerned,  and  he  seems  disposed  to  re- 
gard the  whole  ^matter  as  practically  a  myth. 


Putting  It  to  Them  Straight. 

It  must  indeed  be  a  slow  thinking,  or  rather 
a  non-thinking  dealer  or  repairman,  who 
does  not  give  favorable  heed  to  this  appeal 
to  their  pockets  by  the  Sidney  B.  Roby  Co., 
of   Rochester : 

"Do  you  want  to  buy  all  your  goods  at 
rock  bottom  prices?  If  so,  drop  us  a  postal 
for   our   latest   price   sheet.     Everything   uni- 


formly low  in  price,  but  high  in  quality.  All 
our  goods  are  of  standard  manufacture,  and 
there  are  no  worthless  job  lots." 


The  Emporia  Street  Commissioner  says  if 
the  people  of  that  town  want  the  streets  kept 
in  condition  they  will  have  to  wait  until  hard 
times  come  again;  with  present  prosperity  he 
cannot  find  the  men  to  work  on  the  streets. 


A  VOICE  FROM  THE  GRAVE  (?) 


Notice  of  Infringement  on  Spoke  Patent  Owned  by 
II.  B.  Smith  Machine  Co. 

Ever  hear  of  the  H.  B.  Smith  Machine  Co., 
of  Smithville,  N.  J.?  In  cycling  the  company 
has  been  known  as  a  "dead  one"  since  the 
days  of  the  old  Star  bicycle,  big  as  the  con- 
cern is  in  wood-working  machinery. 

This  week  a  New  York  State  cycle  maker — 
and  other  makers  in  this  State,  and  elsewhere, 
presumably — received  a  letter  from  Harding 
&  Harding,  legal  lights  in  Philadelphia,  say- 
ing with  Quakerish  mildness  that  they  had 
been  informed  ,that  the  said  cycle  maker 
had  infringed  upon  a  spoke  patent  belonging 
to  their  clients,  the  Smith  people,  and  express- 
ing the  hope  that  the  matter  could  be  "amica- 
bly adjusted,"  etc. 

.  It  is  understood  to  be  the  opinion  of  the 
cycle  maker  referred  to  that  the  patent  re- 
ferred to  does  not  cover  the  sort  of  spoke 
ordinarily  used  in  bicycles  to-day.  The  pat- 
ent is  No.  292,562,  January  29,  1884,  and  the 
claim  is  on  "a  double  butt-ended,  wire-drawn 
spoke,  attenuated  between  the  butts  by  sup- 
plementary die  drawing,  in  contradistinction 
to  a  spoke  butt-ended  by  upsetting  the  ends, 
or  by  making  the  butt-ends  of  separate 
pieces,  and  presenting  continuously  through- 
out the  fibre  unbroken  found  in  the  wire 
from  which  it  has  been  made." 

At  this  writing  the  real  motive  of  calling 
upon  the  trade  to  respect  this  patent  cannot 
be  ascertained.  The  holder  of  a  patent  is  at 
liberty  to  press  his  rights,  early  or  late.  It 
has  been  conjectured  that  this  movement 
means  a  desire  to  improve  the  salability  of  the 
patent.  Another  conjecture  is  that  the  move- 
ment has  been  suggested  by  a  couple  of 
shrewd  Philadelphia  lawyers,  and  not  by  the 
patent  owners.    Conjecture  is  easy. 


Bell  People  "  Associate  "  on  Price. 

The  Wheel  learns  on  undisputed  authority 
that,  while  no  bell  trust  has  been  formed,  a* 
was  rumored  last  week,  and  while  no  New 
Yorker  by  the  name  of  Post  has  succeeded 
in  combining  certain  bell  concerns,  it  is  true 
that  a  combination  on  price  has  been  reached, 
although  no  trust  has  been  formed.  The 
Wheel's  authority  makes  the  following  state- 
ment on  bell  conditions: 

"So  far  as  any  trust  or  combination  is  con- 
cerned, there  is  none.  The  leading  makers, 
however,  who  have  managed  to  survive  the 
struggle  of  the  past  two  or  three  years  have 
decided  that  it  was  better  to  do  business  at 
a  profit  than  for  the  sole  object  of  driving  the 
other  fellow  out,  so  they  have  formed  an  as- 
sociation to  maintain  a  fair,  living  profit  above 
the  cost  of  labor  and  material.  As  to  advanc- 
ing prices,  this  is  only  natural  when  you  con- 
sider that  materials  out  of  which  bells  are 
made  have,  in  some  cases,  doubled  since  a 
year  ago;  yet,  notwithstanding  this,  the  price 
of  bells  the  coming  season  will  only  be  ad- 
vanced a  sufficient  sum  to  barely  cover  the 
advance  in  the  cost,  which,  upon  each  bell, 
will,  of  course,  be  very  slight." 


The  Wood-Rim  Combine. 

B.  M.  Bailey,  treasurer  of  the  Fairbanks- 
Boston  Wood  Rim  Co.,  wishes  it  clearly  un- 
derstood that  the  recently  completed  com- 
bination ibetween  his  and  other  wood  rim 
concerns  was  in  no  manner  directed  or  con- 
trolled by  the  American  Bicycle  Co. 


20 


November  ^ 


PHILADELPHIA  EXPOSITION 

IS  ALMOST  A  FIZZLE. 


An  officer  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co., 
returned  from  the  Philadelphia  Export  Ex- 
position, declares  that  it  is  incomplete  as  an 
exposition^no  tameras,  for  example;  is  un- 
popularly  managed;  high  admission  fee,  etc.; 
and  is  not  being  attended  by  a  sufficient  pro- 
portion of  foreigners  who  are  empowered  to 
buy,  now  or  hereafter.  Many  of  the  guests 
from  abroad,  he  says,  are  of  the  sort  who 
have  a  genius  for  junkets,  and  who  pulled 
wires  to  come  here.  In  many  instances  they 
are  not  the  men  who  do  the  business  in  the 
countries  they  came  from.  "Still,"  said  the 
A.  B.  C.  man,  "I  suppose  the  congress  will  do 
more  good  than  harm.  But  the  building  of 
that  bridge  in  the  Soudan,  some  time  ago,  by 
an  American  firm,  did  more  for  this  country 
than  the  whole  exposition  now  in  progress 
will  do." 

A  Philadelphia  evening  paper,  on  Tuesday 
of  this  week,  devoted  three  columns  to  a  reve- 
lation of  the  incompetency  of  the  exposition 
management. 


They  Want  Parcels  Post. 

Leading  manufacturers  of  the  United  States 
who  are  members  of  the  National  Association 
of  Manufacturers  have  begun  an  agitation  for 
the  establishment  of  a  parcels  post  in  this 
country  similar  to  the  one  in  operation  in 
England.  Resolutions  on  the  subject  have 
been  adopted  authorizing  the  president  of  the 
Association,  to  take  such  measures  as  he  may 
see  fit.  Charles  A.  Schieren,  treasui^er  of  the 
Association,  in  an  interview  yesterday,  told  by 
detailed  figures  just  what  the  system  would 
mean,  and  said: 

"We  know  the  great  convenience  of  a  cheap 
delivery  system  in  a  great  city — we  call  it  a 
free  delivery  system,  but  of  course  our  mer- 
chants make  a  charge  for  it  somewhere — and 
if  similar  facilities  could  be  extended  to  the 
people  everywhere  by  cutting  off  this  rate, 
which  now  discriminates  in  favor  of  the  ex- 
press companies,  it  would  give  a  great  impetus 
to  trade  throughout  the  land  by  opening  up 
new  channels  of  distribution.  In  England  it 
has  become  very  popular,  the  business  having 
increased  from  37,000,000  parcels  in  1889,  to 
71,913,000  during  the  last  year." 


Newly  incorporated  Concerns. 

Wilkes  &  Everett,  Chicago;  capital,  $2,500; 
manufacture  bicycles  and  parts  of  same;  in- 
corporators, Byron  W.  Everett,  William  H. 
Friedly,  George  I.  Wilkins. 

Moore  Mfg.  Co.;  principal  office,  New  Jer- 
sey Corporation  Guarantee  &  Trust  Co. 
Building,  Camden.  N.  J.;  capital,  $100,000; 
manufacture  bicycles,  etc.;  incorporators,  F. 
J.  Moore,  J.  W.  Muir,  Edward  Lycett,  Jr. 

Economical  Vehicle,  Automobile  &  Trans- 
portation Co.;  principal  office,  115  Orchard 
street,  Newark,  N.  J.;  manufacture  wheels, 
axles,  anti-friction  bearings  for  railways,  etc.; 
capital,  $100,000;  incorfiorators,  Sylvester  H. 
Williams,  H.  F.  Neefus,  of  Newark,  N.  J.; 
Wm.  J.  Brewer,  New  York  City. 

Schoverling,  Daly  &  Gales,  New  York  City, 
dealers  in  sporting  goods;  capital,  $150,000; 
incorporators,    Joseph    Gales,    of    Elizabeth; 


Elk  Daly  King,  of  East  Orange,  N.  J.;  Wil 
Ham  Stoke,  of  New  York  City. 


■ceived  $11  and  85  cents  severally  as  their 
share  of  the  gate  receipts.  As  the  riders  had 
agreed  to  do  as  McFarland  did,  and  that 
rider  was  willing  to  ride  for  a  proportion  of 
the  alleged  purses  providing  not  enough 
money  was  taken  in  at  the  gate  to  pay  them, 
it  was  simply  a  case  of  Hobson's  choice  with 
the  balance  of  the  racing  men. 


Munger  Has  a  New  Tire. 

L.  D.  Munger — "Birdie"  Munger — is  put- 
ting in  considerable  time  in  the  factory  of  the 
Mechanical  Fabric  Co.,  Providence,  R.  I.,  su- 
pervising work  on  a  vehicle  tire  of  such  merit 
that  it  is  said  Munger  has  been  offered  a  quar- 
ter of  a  million  for  his  70-per-cent  interest  in 
it.  His  old  friend  Dickinson  is  associated  with 
him,  as  are  two  lawyers,  who  hold  the  30-per- 
cent interest.  A  company  has  been  incorpor- 
ated in  New  Jersey. 

The  tire  is  a  non-collapsible  pneumatic, 
guaranteed  six  months.  Inside,  on  the  tread 
side,  is  a  ridge  of  solid  rubber  which,  in  case 
sufficient  air  leaves  the  tire,  comes  into  con- 
tact with  a  bed  of  rubber  on  the  rim  side, 
and  having  a  longitudinal  depression  to  corre- 
spond to  the  ridge  on  the  tread  side. 


National  Association  of  Tube  Workers. 

Pittsburg,  Nov.  7.^A  national  association 
of  tube  workers  is  being  formed.  The  work 
is  being  done  quietly,  and  it  is  said  that  sat- 
isfactory progress  has  been  made.  The  first 
local  organization  has  just  been  completed  at 
the  Youngstown  plant  of  the  National  Tube 
Co.,  the  combination  of  pipf  and  tube  manu- 
facturers of  the  country.  The  plan  to  bring 
the  tube  workers  into  one  organization  is  be- 
ing carried  out  by  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  with  which  it  will  be  affiliated. 


Steel  Prices  Still  Higher. 

A  New  York  man  who  buys  much  steel 
direct  from  the  mills  said  to  The  Wheel  last 
week  that  he  did  not  see  how  prices  of  billets 
could  go  much  higher.  There  are  others  who 
feel  the  same  kind  of  ocular  inability.  Mean- 
time, steel  goes  up.  The  Pittsburg  price  on 
billets,  $39.50,  is  over  200  per  cent  greater 
than  on  November  1  last  year,  when  the  price 
was  $16. 


Claims  an  Infringement. 

Hugo  Bilgram,  of  Philadelphia,  has  a  case 
pending  in  the  United  States  Circuit  Court, 
District  of  Connecticut,  for  infringement  of  a 
patent  on  a  machine  for  cutting  bevel  gears, 
the  Pope  Mfg.  Co.  being  the  defendants.  The 
testimony  in  the  case  on  the  part  of  the  de- 
fendants will  be  taken  before  Judge  E.  E. 
Marvin,  of  Hartford,  as  examiner,  beginning 
this  week.  The  taking  of  testimony  will  last 
some  time. 


Bean  Soup,  tr  Leave  the  Table. 

Racing  is  down  to  a  fine  point  out  in  Salt 
Lake,  where  McFarland  and  his  world  beaters 
are  temporarily  racing  for  their  healths  and 
the  promoters'  profit.  In  a  recent  race  there, 
despite  the  fact  that,  according  to  the  pro- 
gramme. Downing  and  Smith  were  credited 
with  $135  and  $20  prizes,  respectively,  the 
truth    of   the    matter   was   the  two    riders   re- 


New  in  New  England. 

The  Home  Manf.  Co.  has  been  organized 
at  Ansonia,  Conn.,  and  the  following  directors 
elected:  S.  E.  Brown,  J.  D.  Andrews,  Jo- 
seph A.  Home  and  Henry  Home.  The  offi- 
cers are:  President,  Joseph  A.  Home;  vice- 
president,  Henry  Home;  treasurer,  J.  H.  Bid- 
well;  secretary,  O.  R.  Beckwith.  The  com- 
pany will  manufacture  bicycle  pedals  and  light 
metal  specialties.     The  capital  is  $15,000. 


An  Easy  Task  Is  His. 

Mr.  Arthur  Sidwell  has  been  in  New  York, 
this  week,  spreading  the  gospel  of  the  Record 
pedal. 


A  RIDE  ON  THE  PIERCE  CISHION-FRAME  CH4INLESS. 


Illustrations  of  the  Pierce  cushion-frame 
chainless,  the  first  of  its  kind  to  appear  on  the 
market,  will  be  published  shortly.  A  Wheel 
man  tried  the  machine  last  Monday.  In  it 
the  problem  of  combining  an  elastic  frame 
with  a  chainless  gear  has  been  very  sim- 
ply solved.  As  is  well  known,  the  spiral 
spring  is  part  of  the  upper  rear  stay,  back  of 
the  saddle,  and  in  the  chain-driven  machine 
the  required  elastic  point  below,  behind  the 
bottom-bracket,  is  secured  by  using  a  broad 
flat  spring.  This  is  not  used  in  the  chainless. 
The  entire  crank-hanger  movement — gear, 
axle,  cranks — is  surTounded  by  a  ball  bearing. 
The  crank  bearings  are  there,  as  usual,  on  the 
axle,  but  the  whole  group  runs  on  balls.  It 
is  perfectly  rigid.  The  tread  is  narrow.  The 
gear  is  in  the  centre,  in  line  with  the  tubing, 
and  a  pedestrian  having  a  front  view  of  the 
approaching  machine  would  wonder  at  the 
apparent  absence  of  any  power  transmission 
except  the  cranks.  The  side  view  is  pleasing. 
There  is  not  the  slightest  semblance  of  freak- 
ishness.  On  the  contrary,  a  machine  .simpler 
in  appearance  has  never  appeared  since  the 
"safety"  bicycle  came  <n. 


If  anything,  having  the  gears  exactly  mid- 
way between  the  feet  saves  power,  though  in 
actual  riding  considerable  discrimination 
might  be  needed  to  notice  it.  A  Wheel 
representative  tried  the  new  Pierce  machine 
over  a  variety  of  grades  and  surfaces,  and 
found  it  entirely  satisfactory.  The  gear  was 
81.  The  driving  was  smooth  and  comforta- 
ble. The  machine  seemed  quite  rigid,  the 
spring-frame  idea  being  applied  very  moder- 
ately, indeed.  Yet,  on  the  rough  spots,  of 
whatever  degree,  the  spring  frame  did  its 
work.  This  idea  has  been  thoroughly  de- 
scribed and  recommended  in  the  past  by  this 
paper. 

A  really  surprising  feature  of  this  cushion- 
frame  chainless  is  the  fact  that  no  machinist 
is  needed  to  take  it  apart.  The  methods  of 
removing,  replacing  or  adjusting  the  gears, 
crank  bearings,  rear  wheel,  etc.,  each  without 
disturbing  related  adjustments,  are  admira- 
ble. 

Seventy-five  dollars  will  be  the  price,  and 
bevel-gears  generated  by  the  Leland-Faul- 
coner  process — unquestionably  the  best — are 
used. 
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Cleveland  Bicycles. 


We  extend  an  invitation  to  all  bicycle  dealers 
who  do  business  on  business  principles,  to  join  the  Cleve- 
land family. 

You  will  be  in  good  company. 

You  shall  have  a  line  to  handle  that 
is  pre-eminent  for  quality. 

You  will  be  made  to  understand  why 
our  policy  of  protection  to  legitimate 
bicycle  dealers  brings  business  and 
makes  loyal  friends. 

We  expect  to  greatly  increase  our  trade  because  we 
are  better  prepared  to  meet  the  wants  of  our  customers. 
With  two  factories  devoted  to  the  manufacture  of  Cleve- 
lands,  early  deliveries  are  assured. 

Next  week  we  shall  announce  prices  on  our  complete 
line,  which  will  include  the  product  of  factories  under  our 
control  making  bicycles  of  good  reputation  to  list  at 
$25.00  and  $35.00.  We  are  ready  to  receive  applications 
for  territory. 

R  A.  LOZER  &  CO., 


■^^STHis  Division  of  American  Bicycle  Company^ 

STANDS  rOR 
QIALITY.  CLEVELAND,  OHIO,  U.  S.  A. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Shorts. 


Fools  coast  hills  that  angels  fear  to  tread. 


The  infant  prodigy  awheel  at  four  may  be  a 
fool  at  40. 


The  average  assessed  value  of  a  bicycle  in 
Colorado  is  $13.61. 


To  the  susceptible  rider  a  miss  is  as  good 
as  a  mile  of  misters. 


You  can't  always  judge  a  man's  speed  by 
the  make  of  his  wheel. 


Methusaleh    completed   nine   centuries   and 
he  never  even  saw  a  bicycle. 


Heat  travels  faster  than  cold,  for  most  any 
rider  can  catch  a  cold  and  drop  a  heat. 


What    the   novice    thinks    he    knows    about 
cycling  the  wise  man  knows  he  only  thinks. 


Speaking  of  the  disappearance  of  game, 
even  scorchers  are  among  the  things  that 
whirr. 


The  proudest  moment  in  the  average  nov- 
ice's life  is  when  he  is  telling  how  it  happened 
afterward. 


One  New  York  cycle  thief  was  last  week 
sentenced  to  one  year  in  the  penitentiary  and 
a  fine  of  $250. 


George  Barrett  is  to  get  back  in  harness, 
succeeding  M.  C.  Krarup  as  the  editor  of  the 
"Motor  Age." 


Scorch  and  the  world  will  scorch  with  you; 
mope  and  you'll  fall  behind  into  the  "also 
ran"  division. 


The  engagement  of  Henry  P.  Andrae,  of 
Milwaukee,  and  Miss  Gahm,  of  Boston,  has 
been  announced. 


The  average  novice  spends  a  lot  of  time 
searching  for  faults  in  his  wheel  which  he 
hopes  he  won't  find. 


A  chainless  bicycle  can  never  become  as 
much  of  a  public  blessing  as  a  crankless  po- 
litical party  would  be. 


Charles  Norton,  dealer  in  bicycles  and 
sporting  goods  at  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  has  been 
succeeded  by  Dunham  Gun  Co. 


At  Folkstone,  England,  an  undertaker  rode 
a  bicycle  on  the  handle-bar  of  which  was 
strapped  a  coffin  containing  a  child. 


N.  A.  Quilling,  of  N.  A.  &  P.  T.  Quilling, 
well-known  wholesale  and  retail  firm  in 
Cleveland,  was  in  New  York  this  week. 


The  pessimist  is  a  rider  who  rejoices  that 
when  the  rose  leaves  are  as  dust  the  thorns 
are  still  doing  tire-puncture  business  at  the 
old  stand. 


The  wheelman  detained  at  police  headquar- 
ters suffering  from  the  delusion  that  he  was 
a  millionaire  probably  had  a  wheel  of  fortune 
in  his  head. 


Mr.  Orville  W.  Lawson,  the  well-known 
Louisville  cyclist,  will  be  married  to  Miss 
Lottie  Lee  Kenney,  Jr.,  at  Lexington,  Ky., 
November  8. 


He  was  a  novice,  sure  enough,  and  this  is 
the  way  he  put  it:  "When  you  -don't  think 
much  of  a  wheel  the  more  you  think  of  it  the 
less  you  think  of  it." 


Don't  be  a  clam  may  be  proper  advice  for 
wheelmen,  just  as  it  is  for  other  people,  but 
there  is  one  awful  good  thing  about  a  clam — 
it  doesn't' talk  too  much. 


And  shall  the  twentieth  century  dawn  and 
find  woman  still  in  chains?  Ah!  will  the 
human  mind  ere  that  be  able  to  devise  a  prac- 
ticable  chainless   woman? 


John  Quarterdollar  and  Nancy  Nichol 
eloped  on  a  tandem  and  were  married  at 
Providence,  R.  L,  the  other  day.  How  like 
thirty  cents  they  must  feel. 


It  does  not  take  an  over  close  student  of 
the  cycle  trade  as  it  now  is  to  discover  that 
a  little  authority  or  a  few  dried  apples  will 
pufT  a  small  man  up  astonishingly. 


Pittsburg  has  issued  14,169  licenses  for  bi- 
cycles since  January  1.  Last  year  there  were 
over  15,000  wheels  registered  at  the  Treas- 
urer's office  during  the  same  time. 


Salina  claims  to  ha:ve  1,400  bicycles,  but 
the  assessors'  returns  will  show  only  about 
14,  the  Kansas  populists  being  a  little  shy 
when  it  comes  to  telling  the  assessor  just 
what  they  own. 


The  new  chainless  bicycle  doesn't  fill  a 
long-felt  want,  if  that  want  is  in  the  pocket- 
book  of  the  yawp  who  expects  to  buy  bicycles 
at  about  the  same  price  he  pays  for  his  cigars 
— six  for  a  quarter. 


As  an  item  of  news  the  question  as  to 
whether  Great  Britain  will  hold  Ladysmith 
or  not  has  undoubtedly  attracted  much  less 
attention  than  the  question  as  to  whether  the 
automobile  is  going  to  be  a  success  or  not. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis,  who  left  New  York 
three  months  ago  to  cross  the  continent  on 
an  automobile,  have  just  reached  Chicago. 
Their  progress  would  be  more  rapid  if  a  re- 
pair shop  were  stationed  at  every  cross-road. 


George  M.  Pullman  was  a  great  traveler, 
but  never  rode  a  bicycle.  In  Washington, 
about  the  year  1890,  his  companion  in  a  cab 
pointed  to  a  passing  "ordinary"  and  asked 
the  sleeping-car  magnate  if  he  ever  expected 
to  ride  one  of  them.    He  smiled. 


Jimmy  Michael  will  never  again  ride  a  bi- 
cycle race.  Michael  is  thoroughly  discour- 
aged. He  is  no  longer  speedy  enough  for 
cycling,  and  has  been  done  up  by  the  horses, 
the  following  of  which  lost  him  his  fortune. 
The  future  is  all  a  blank  to  the  midget. 


It  is  said  to  console  a  racing  man  when  he 
loses  his  speed  and  his  money  that  he  is 
now  in  position  to  find  out  who  are  his 
friends.  That  is  no  consolation;  a  man  is 
happiest  when  he  doesn't  have  to  know  who 
his  friends  are,  and  the  racer  is  no  exception 
to  this  rule. 


The  Lozier  Policy. 

Harry  Lozier,  of  the  H.  A.  Lozier  &  Co.'s 
branch  of  the  A.  B.  C,  returned  to  Cleveland 
from  New  York  last  Friday,  after  settling  de- 
tails for  the  management  of  the  business  for 
the  coming  season,  and  incidentally  "cashing 
in"  the  temporary  certificates  for  the  Lozier 
30  per  cent.  According  to'  official  announce- 
ment, the  Lozier  traveling  men  and  branch 
stores  will  have  the  Viking  as  well  as  the 
Cleveland  line  for  1900. 

There  will  be  a  $25  machine  of  unknown 
brand  for  the  low-priced  wheel,  while  the 
Clevelands  will  sell  at  $40  and  $50  for  road 
wheels,  and  $60  for  the  racer.  The  last  men- 
tioned machine  will  be  much  the  same  as  the 
famous  model  66,  which  was  one  of  the  light- 
est wheels  on  the  market  this  year,  and  which 
proved  an  excellent  seller  at  $75.  The  $50 
machine  will  be  the  same  as  the  .$75  road 
wheel  for  '99. 

Then  there  will  be  a  bevel-gear  chainless, 
the  parts  being  furnished  by  the  Pope  Com- 
pany. 

The  demand  for  a  "free  wheel"  will  be  an- 
swered by  one  of  the  most  improved  devices 
of  the  kind,  which,  however,  will  not  include 
a  brake.  They  believe  that  the  combination 
of  the  two  devices  is  not  wholly  satisfactory. 
For  those  who  desire  a  speed  stopper  they 
will  equip  the  Duck  roller  brake,  of  the 
plunger  variety,  operating  two  rubber  rollers 
onethe  front  tire.  The  Duck  brake  is  posi- 
tive and  it  will  not  injure  the  tire. 

All  Lozier  branches  at  present  in  business, 
both  in  this  country  and  abroad,  will  be  re- 
tained, and  the  foreign  business  will  be  con- 
ducted as  heretofore  through  the  Cleveland 
headquarters.  The  factory  and  general  of- 
fice management  will  be  unchanged  for  the 
present  at  least. 


Annual  Columbia  Conference. 

It  is  the  custom  of  the  Pope  Company  each 
year  to  bring  their  agents  together  at  Hartford 
about  this  particular  time  to  exchange  ex- 
periences. This  annual  trip  has  become  a  fea- 
ture in  the  life  of  all  Columbia  agents,  and 
this  year  has  been  no  exception  to  the  rule. 
This  conference  was  held  at  the  Pope  factory 
in  Hartford  last  week,  being  in  session  three 
or  four  days.  Each  agent  thoroughly  goes 
into  his  particular  business,  and  in  this  way 
the  Pope  Mfg.  Co.  size  up  the  situation.  It 
is  a  very  good,  first-hand  way  of  getting  at 
the  condition  of  business;  it  enables  the  head 
office  to  correct  abuses,  to  strengthen  the 
weak  spots,  and  the  general  exchange  of  in- 
formation is  not  without  very  great  value. 
Among  the  agents  present  at  the  conference 
just  held  were  Henry  Goodwin  and  P.  H. 
Bernays,  both  from  the  Pacific  slope.  Mr. 
Bernays  handles  Columbias  in  Colorado,  Ne- 
vada and  Oregon,  and  this  year  he  will  of 
course  handle  the  additional  Pope  lines.  Ber-- 
nays,  in  a  talk  with  The  Wheel  man,  stated 
that  the  Pope  Company's  business  for  1899  was 
greater  than  ever  before.  He  expects  a  big 
run  on  the  chainless;  in  fact,  he  is  willing  to 
pin  his  faith  to  it  as  the  coming  type.  Speak- 
ing of  the  1900  Columbia  chainless,  Mr.  Ber- 
nays pronounced  it  a  "corker."  It  will  weigh 
24  pounds,  and  all  difficulties  in  connection 
with  adjustment  have  been  done  away  with. 


Leaving  an  obstruction  in  the  streets  is  no 
joke,  despite  the  fact  that  most  riders  will 
tumble  to  it. 


1899. 


2S 


MONEY  FOR  THE  DEALER 

Columbia,  Hartford,  Stormer  and  Pennant  Dealers 

Will  have  a  distinct  advantage  over  all  competitors  for  the  ensuing  year.  Tfie  merchant  who  secures 
the  Columbia,  Hartford  and  Stormer  line  of  bicycles  is  assured  of  a  prosperous  season,  provided  he  takes 
advantage  of  his  opportunities.  With  prices  right  and  with  the  same  amount  of  push,  energy  and  judicious 
advertising,  in  connection  with  proper  storekeeping,  it  is  easier  to  sell  a  standard  article  than  one  not  so 
well  known  or  highly  esteemed  by  the  buying  public. 

THE  COLUMBIA  NAME-PLATE 


IS  A  MONUMENT  TO  RELIABILITY. 

Columbia  and  Hartford  bicycles  give  prestige  to  the  store  that  handles  them 
and  will  enable  the  dealer  to  obtain  the  leadership  in  the  cycling  trade  in  his  city. 

We  offer  for  1900  four  entirely  new  Columbia  models,  two  Bevel- Gear  Chainless  Columbias  and  two 
Columbias  of  the  chain  type  for  men  and  women.  The  four  models  present  many  radical  improvements 
which  were  not  adopted  merely  for  the  sake  of  a  change,  but  have  been  proven  by  thorough  and  exhaustive 
tests  to  be  great  additions  to  the  ccmfort,  safety  and  enjoyment  of  the  rider. 

We  shall  show  in  detail  in  future  issues  of  this  paper  the  various  improvements,  not  the  least  of  which 
is  a  simple  yet  positive  Coaster  Brake  device,  applicable  to  "either  Chainless  or  Chain  models. 

The  Hartford  and  Stormer  lines,  eight  new  models,  will  afford  our  dealers  a  range  of  price  in  connec- 
tion with  quality  that  will  enable  them  to  more  than  meet  any  fair  competition. 

We  shall  continue  to  distribute  machines  from  our  Branch  Stores,  for  the  convenience  of  dealers  in 
territory  adjacent  to  these  centres. 


PRieES   • 


$25.00  T©  $75.00. 


CYCLE  SUNDRIES. 

We  carry  the  largest  and  best  assorted  stock  of  cycle  sundries  in  the  market.  Our  past  wide  experi- 
ence and  greatly  increased  facilities  enable  us  to  quote  prices  which  will  mean  profit-making  for  you.  We 
can  fill  orders  on  almost  anything  in  the  sundry  line  within  twenty-four  hours  after  receipt.  We  invite  cor- 
respondence, and  a  request  will  bring  our  traveling  representative  to  you  with  a  full  line  of  samples  and  net 
prices.  Our  handsome  Sundry  Catalogue  of  over  fifty  pages,  profusely  illustrated,  is  in  process  of  preparation. 
A  postal  card   will  place  your  name  upon  our  mailing  list  for  a  copy  when  completed. 

CAPITOL  BRAND  SUNDRIES 

Comprise  a  list  of  attractive  specialties  which  we  control,  each  article  a  leader  in  its  respective  line,  and  pos- 
sessing peculiar  merit  which  makes  it  a  quick  and  easy  seller.  We  can  quote  dealers  prices  on  these  sundries 
which  will  insure  a  satisfactory  and  safe  margin  of  profit.  We  are  constantly  adding  to  this  line  and  would  be 
pleased  to  submit  you  the  existing  list  from  time  to  time,  quoting  net  prices.  Capitol  Brand  Sundries  will 
add  substantially  to  your  year's  earnings. 


POPE     MANUFACTURING     COMPANY, 

DIVISION    OF   AMERICAN    BICYCLE    COMPANY, 

HARTFORD,  CONN. 

BRANCH  HOUSES: 


BOSTON,  MASS., 
BUFFALO,  N.  Y., 
CHICAGO,  ILL.,  - 
NEW  YORK,  N.  Y., 


223  COLUMBUS  AVENUE. 

-  -      609  MAIN  STREET. 

-  105  WABASH  AVENUE. 
12  WARREN  STREET. 


PORTLAND,  ORE,,  -  -  J34  SIXTH  STREET. 
PROVIDENCE,  R.  L,  -  -  J5  SNOW  STREET. 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CAL.,  52.  54,  56  Jst  STREET. 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C,    817  I4th  STREET,  N.  W. 


STOCK  COMPANY-GANO  CYCLE  CO.,  I6I4  STOUT  STREET,  DENVER,  COL 
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ALMOST  PERSU/VDED. 


NEW  20TH  CENTIRYS. 


Combiner    Carpenter    Had    Washington     Retailers 

Coming  His  Way  Till  Robertson 

Revolted. 

Washington,  Nov.  4. — N.  M.  Carpenter,  of 
the  Carpenter  Cycle  Co.,  is  the  father  of  a 
movement  which  has  for  its  object  the  con- 
solidation of  16  of  the  largest  bicycle  houses 
in  this  city.  For  some  time  past  Mr.  Car- 
penter has  held,  with  many  others,  that  there 
are  too  many  bicycle  stores  in  Washington, 
and  too  many  people  here  are  trying  to  make 
a  living  by  the  sale  of  bicycles. 

Further,  Mr.  Carpenter  was  of  the  opinion 
that  the  hostile  attitude  assumed  by  the  deal- 
ers toward  each  other  was  having  an  ex- 
tremely harmful  effect  upon  the  entire  bicycle 
business.  Believing  this,  Mr.  Carpenter 
evolved  a  plan  whereby  the  bicycle  busings 
here  could  be  consolidated.  Such  a  combi- 
nation would,  he  thought,  reduce  running  ex- 
penses to  a  minimum  and  enable  all  those 
in  the  arrangement  to  make  something  out 
of  the  bicycle  business. 

The  Carpenter  plan,  stated  briefly,  was  to 
organize  a  stock  company,  incorporate  it  un- 
der the  laws  of  New  Jersey,  and  buy  up  the 
stores  of  16  leading  dealers.  When  the  vari- 
ous establishments  had  thus  been  secured  the 
idea  was  to  then  close  all  but  six  of  the  stores. 
These  six  establishments  would  be  located 
throughout  the  city  in  the  most  desirable 
business  points.  The  stock  company  was  to 
have  been  composed  of  the  16  dealers,  and  to 
the  company  their  respective  stores  and  good 
will  would  all  have  been  transferred  in  ex- 
change for  stock  in  said  company. 

In  addition  each  dealer  taken  in  would 
draw  a  salary  as  an  officer  of  the  corporation. 
Provision  was  made  for  a  president,  vice- 
president  and  general  manager,  secretary- 
treasurer,  auditor,  purchasing  agent,  and  for 
a  manager  •  and  assistant  manager  for  each 
store  controlled  by  the  company,  thus  pro- 
viding a  salaried  office  for  each  dealer. 

Mr.  Carpenter  outlined  his  ideas  to  the 
trade,  and  quite  a  number  of  dealers  thought 
extremely  well  of  it,  but  he  encountered  an 
obstacle  in  the  person  of  W.  T.  Robertson, 
who  refused  to  enter  into  a  combination  of 
any  kind.  As  Mr.  Robertson  is  an  important 
factor  in  the  local  trade,  Promoter  Carpenter 
could  do  nothing  with  his  proposed  "trust" 
without  Robertson's  co-operation,  and  so  the 
whole  affair  is  temporarily  off. 


It  is  hard  to  altogether  change  a  character, 
but  it  would  not  be  easy  for  any  but  a  lamp 


^H-W 


Lonn-Adlake-Bradley  Combine's  Title. 

Concerning  the  Lonn-Adlake-Bradley  ar- 
rangement, by  which  the  companies  indicated 
combine  their  factory  facilities  for  economy's 
sake,  Mr.  E.  Julius  Lonn  writes:  "Having 
decided  on  the  policy  for  next  year's  business, 
the  new  company  will  be  known  as  the  Great 
Western  MJg.  Co.,  and  at  the  present  time 
everything  is  in  activity  at  our  plant,  build- 
ing three  new  additions,  changing  around  the 
interior  to  receive  the  large  quantity  of  ma- 
chinery and  merchandise  from  the  Adlake  andi 
America  plants,  as  a  shipment  of  fo-ty  cars 
will  be  made  from  Chicago,  beginning  Mon- 
day, until  completed.  It  is  needless  to  add 
that  everything  is  being  pushed  to  its  ut- 
most. The  factory  starts  up  again  with'  a 
full  force  and  additional  help  on  Monday,  No- 
vember 6,  so  there  has  been  but  a  few  days' 
delay  in  closing  down  for  invoice." 


screw  operating  through  the  bottom.  This 
prevents  wedging  of  the  parts  of  the  lamp,  or 
spreading  of  screw  threads  rolled  on  the  car- 
bide pot  itself. 

The  reflectors  of  the  20th  Century  oil  and 
gas  lamps  have  always  been  large,  but  the 
one  on  this  new  lamp  appears  larger  because 
it  sets  farther  forward  than  formerly.  The 
fish-tail  burner  is  easily  removable. 

Another  essential  feature  of  this  lamp  is  its 
considerably  decreased  weight,  without  de- 
crease of  Hghting  or  carbide  capacity.^ 

The  carbide  holder's  interior  arrangement 
makes  the  removal  of  spent  carbide  peculiarly 
easy. 

Altogether,  a  distinctly  fine  lamp,  and  ap- 
parently as  nearly  fool-proof  as  a  fine  lamp 
can  be. 

Long  before  acetylene  bicycle  lamps  were 
known,  the  2(lth  Century  oil  lamp  was  an  "old 
reliable,"  and  it  has  not  lost  its  fame  since 
then.  This  lamp  is  in  use  the  world  over. 
In  the  1900  lamp  there  are  improvements,  of 
course — to  stand  still  is  to  go  backwards. 
The  oil-pot  has  a  different  shape.  The  lamp 
doesn't  weigh  as  much.  But  the  familiar  "20th 
Century  ear  marks  still  characterize  it. 


20TH_CENTyRY   GAS   LAMP. 
Sectional   View. 

connoisseur  to  recognize  in  the  1900  acetylene 
lamp  put  out  by  the  20th  Century  Mfg.  Co., 

New  York,  a  resemblance  to  the 
1899  lamp  made  by  the  same  peo- 
ple. The  accompanying  sectional 
view  shows  the  principles  of  the 
new  lamp. 

Interchangeability  is  one  strong 
point.  If  the  rider  damages  any 
part  he  can  order  a  new  part,  and 
in  the  few  cases  in  which  he  can- 
not do  the  replacing  himself,  a 
local  workman  can  do  it,  thus 
saving  time. 

Notice  that  the  water  drips 
straight  down  to  the  bottom  of 
the  carbide.  The  straight-line 
theory  is  well  applied  here.  It 
enables  the  lamp-user  to  abso- 
lutely prevent  the  flame  flaring 
up  on  a  rough  road,  because,  by 
turning  the  valve-rod  at  the  top, 
the  hole  at  the  bottom  can  be 
instantly  closed.  There  can  be  no 
water  beyond  that  hole  of  suffi- 
cient volume  to  permit  flaring. 

The   carbide   holder  or   pot   is   fastened  to 
the  rest  of  the  lamp  in  a  new  way — by  a  set- 


Two  Editors  Differ. 

A  Topeka,  Kan.,  editor  attended  the  fall 
festival  at  Kansas  City  the  other  day,  and,  al- 
though he  doesn't  know  exastly  what  an  auto- 
mobile is,  he  thinks  he  saw  one,  for  he  says 
he  stood  on  a  corner  and  "saw  a  neat  wagon 
without    any    horses    to    it,    running    up    the 


20TII    CENTURY    GAS    LAMP. 
E.^terior   View. 

street,  with  a  dude  who  had  inherited  seven- 
teen fortunes  seated  on  it  playing  with  a 
crank."  It  would  seem  as  if  the  editor  had 
guessed  it  the  first  time,  but  the  editor  of  a 
Kansas  City  paper  takes  exception  by  saying 
"the  story  is  all  right,  except  there  is  no  auto- 
mob  in  Kansas  City  and  the  wet  goods  fur- 
nished the  visiting  editors  was  not  of  a  char- 
acter to   produce   automobilousness." 


20TH   CENTURY    OIL    LAMP. 


Short. 

Two 

Wheels, 

Boy 

Steals. 

Cop 

Got, 

Boy 

Caught. 

No 

Bail, 

Boy 

Jail. 


1899. 


25 


o  ± 


o 

O 

o 


o 

6 


Barnes  Bicycles.        ^tearns  Bicycles. 


^        Syracuse  Bicycles. 
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lITfESSRS.  E.  C.  Steams  &  Company  desire  to  announce  that  their  division  of  the  American  Bicycle 
Company  will  for  the  season  of  J  900  market  the  Stearns,  Barnes  and  Syracuse  bicycles. 
Each  line  will  be  separate  and  distinct  as  heretofore ;  each  will  retain  its  name  and  its  distinctive 
features ;  each  will  be  more  complete  and  more  desirable  than  ever.    It  is  not  proposed  that  either  line    § 
will  in  any  way  lose  its  individuality  or  its  prestige ;  on  the  contrary,  it  will  be  the  policy  of  this  division 
g    to  individualize  each  line  to  the  fullest  extent. 

o  It  will  be  our  aim  to  in  every  way  foster  and  encourage  the  cordial  relations  which  have  existed 

^    between  the  agents  of  each  line  of  bicycles  and  the  makers.     The  satisfactory  service  they  have  had 

before  will,  if  possible,  be  bettered.     No  policy  nor  measure  will  be  adopted  that  will  be  otherwise  than 

to  the  interest  of  the  agents  of  these  wheels. 

It  is  the  desire  of  this  division  to  continue  the  agency  for  each  of  its  different  lines  in  the  hands  of    g 
those  dealers  who  in  the  past  have  loyally  and  successfully  represented  that  line.    We  shall  hope  that 
the  agents  who  have  thus  heretofore  represented  the  Stearns  wheel  will  continue  to  handle  it,  that  the 
Barnes  agents  will  renew  their  contracts  for  Barnes  bicycles,  and  that  the  Syracuse  line  will  continue 
to  be  sold  by  those  agents  who  in  the  past  have  sold  it. 

Our  traveling  salesmen  will  soon  cover  the  territory  with  samples  of  each  line.  Complete  and 
artistic  catalogues  are  in  course  of  preparation.  Meanwhile  it  will  afford  us  pleasure  to  receive 
inquiries  from  interested  agents  and  to  explain  the  attractive  features  of  Stearns,  Barnes  and  Syracuse 
bicycles  for  J  900. 

^    Jt    ^    LIST    PRICES.    ^    ^    ^ 
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BARNES  BICYCLES. 

STEARNS  BICYCLES. 

SYRACUSE  BICYCLES. 

Road  Wheels,     -        - 
'^Special"  Road  Wheel,    - 

$40.00 
■    $50.00 

Road  Wheels,  - 
^'Special'^  Road  Wheel, 

$40.00 
$50.00 

Road  Wheels,  =        -        -    $40.00 

Road  and  Track  Racer, 

$60,00 

Track  Racer, 

$60.00 

'' Special '^  Road  Wheel,        $50.00 

Cushion  Frame,  - 

$60.00 

Cushion  Frame, 

Sager  Gear  Chainless,    - 

$60.00 
$75.00 

Track  Racer,    -        -        -    $50.00 

Bevel-Gear  Chainless, 

-    $75.00 

Bevel-Gear  Chainless, 

$75.00 

Tandems,      -        -        - 

$75.00 

Tandems,      -        -        - 

$75.00 

•^^       «^       ^       65* 

tfi    t^    c5*     «^ 

^  t^   ^   t^ 

Corsair  Bicycle, 

-    $25.00 

Tourist  Bicycle, 

$25.00 

Empire  Bicycle,     -        -        $25.00 

All  correspondence  (except  for  California,  Washington  and  Oregon)  relating  to  the  selling  of 
Stearns,  Barnes  and  Syracuse  bicycles  should  hereafter  be  addressed  to 

E.  C.  Steams  &  Company, 

DIVISION    OF    AMERICAN    BICYCLE   COMPANY, 


For  California,  Washington  and  Oregon,  address: 

E.  C.  STEARNS  &  COMPANY, 
2J0  McAUister  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


SYRACUSE,    N.    Y. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Selling  Motor  Cycles* 
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WHAT  The  Wheel  has  always  contend- 
ed, i.  e.,  that  the  automobile  came 
more  naturally  to  the  cycle  maker  and  the  cy- 
cle dealer  than  to  any  other  trader,  is  borne 
out  by  the  following  editorial  from  the  "Scot- 
tish Cyclist,"  which  preaches  the  same  doc- 
trine for  the  British  agent  that  The  Wheel 
has  tried  to  preach  to  the  American  one.  The 
editorial  tells  these  very  wise  things  regarding 
motor  cycles: 

"We  shall  be  considerably  surprised  if  in- 
side the  next  couple  of  years  the  cycle  trade 
of  Coventry  and  Birmingham  does  not  find 
in  the  manufacture  of  motors  and  motor  cy- 
cles an  equivalent  for  the  sadly  depleted  prof- 
its which  now  characterize  the  cycle  business. 
We  don't,  of  course,  suggest  that  the  cycle 
trade  will  abandon  or  in  any  way  discontinue 
the  manufacture  of  cycles,  but  merely  that  the 
motor  business  will  be  made  part  and  parcel 
with  the  older  line. 

"Already  a  large  number  of  firms  are  laying 
their  plans,  and  by  the  time  that  they  are  ma- 
tured it  would,  we  think,  be  wise  on  the  part 
of  Scottish  cycle  agents  whose  facilities  permit 
it  to  turn  their  serious  attention  towards  the 
retail  motor  trade.  There  can  be  no  possible 
shadow  of  doubt  now  regarding  the  future  of 
the  new  industry.  What  the  future  may 
bring  about  we  can  only  conjecture,  but  few 
will  dispute  the  contention  that  the  universality 
of  motoring  as  a  means  of  cheap  road  loco- 
motion and  fast  pleasure  traveling  is  simply 
a  matter  of  time. 

"We  would  like  when  that  time  comes,  be 
it  soon  or  late,  to  find  the  Scottish  cycle 
retailer  in  a  position  to  efficiently  handle  it. 
There  is  no  time  like  the  present,  and  by  the 


exercise  of  a  little  industry,  energy,  enter- 
prise and  cash  any  cycle  agent  of  ordinary 
capacity  and  a  bent  for  mechanics  might  be 
in  a  position  to  take  up  and  intelligently  han- 
dle a  motor  agency  next  season.  It  is  not  a 
trade  which  is  merely  suited  to  the  bicycle 
depot.  The  small  country  agent  who  lays 
himself  out  to  execute  motor  repairs,  to  sup- 
ply parts  and  such  _  matters  as  petrol,  will 
probably  find  the  coming  season  a  good  one 
to  begin  on. 

"It  would  be  a  great  mistake  to  allow  this 
trade  to  drift  into  ordinary  engineering  chan- 
nels out  of  dififidence.  There  is  much  more 
of  the  cycle  maker's  art  needed  in  building  a 
motor  car  or  cycle  than  the  mechanical  en- 
gineer's, and  there  is  very  little  in  the  me- 
chanics of  a  motor  that  a  handy  man  cannot 
master  without  much  more  effort  than  it  takes 
to  mount  and  dismount  a  bicycle.  It  would 
be  a  really  good  thing  for  the  motor  trade  if 
somebody  could  induce  them  to  combine  in 
order  to  send  a  capable  lecturer  round  the 
country  during  the  forthcoming  three  months 
to  deliver  lectures  illustrated  by  lantern  dia- 
grams and  slides  dealing  with  motors  and 
motor-car  construction. 

"This  simple  plan  would,  in  our  mind,  do 
more  to  intimately  interest  traders  and  poten- 
tial buyers  than  anything  else  at  the  present 
time.  There  are  plenty  of  people  who  are 
letting  T  dare  not'  wait  upon  T  would,'  both 
in  the  trade  and  out  of  it,  simply  because 
they  don't  know  well  how  to  become  con- 
versant with  the  mechanical  details  without 
possibly  costly  experiment.  We  give  the 
pointer  to  motor-car  clubs  with  our  compli- 
ments." 


AS  TO  ENGINEERS. 


The    National    Capital    to    Decide    as    to    Steam 
Automobiles. 

Washington,  Nov.  4. — Counsel  for  the  Lo- 
comobile Company  of  America  has  reciuested 
information  of  the  District  Commissioners  as 
to  the  requirements  necessary  to  secure  a 
permit  for  the  operation  of  a  Stanley  locomo- 
bile in  this  city.  It  is  stated  that  it  is  proba- 
ble that  a  number  of  these  vehicles  will  soon 
be  here,  but  in  view  of  a  recommendation  of 
the  commissioners  that  the  operator  of  such  a 
vehicle  shall  be  an  expert  engineer,  they  would 
practically  be  excluded  from  use. 

It  is  recognized,  counsel  states,  that  any 
vehicle  capable  of  running  over  15  miles  an 
hour — whether  propelled  by  steam,  electricity 
or  a  gas  engine — or  whether  carrying  corro- 
sive acids  or  ignitable  lieiuid,  should  be  under 
the  control  of  competent  parties.  The  at- 
torney says  that  the  company  gives  practical 
training  to  each  purchaser,  but  as  such  vehi- 
cles are  sometimes  sold  by  the  purchasers,  the 
company  itself  cannot  always  be  sure  that 
those  who  use  them  are  fully  informed  as 
to  their  operation.  No  objection  would  be 
made  whatever  to  a  requirement  that  licenses 
should  be  issued  to  those  who,  after  examina- 


tion, showed  themselves  competent  to  run  the 
vehicles.  The  attorney  has  therefore  sug- 
gested that  without  any  modification  of  the 
existing  regulations,  an  additional  regulation 
be  made  to  the  effect  that,  third  or  fourth  class 
engineers'  license  shall  be  granted,  authoriz- 
ing the  holder  to  run  a  motor  vehicle  wher- 
ever he  showed  himself,  upon  examination, 
capable  of  so  doing. 

The  increased  use  of  motor  vehicles  upon 
the  streets  of  the  national  capital  will,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  municipal  authorities,  necessi- 
tate the  enactment  of  new  police  regulations, 
specially  providing  for  them.  The  suggestion 
has  been  made  that  the  rate  of  speed  should 
be  limited  to  the  speed  now  allowed  bicycles 
— 12  miles  an  hour,  within  the  city  limits,  and 
15  miles  an  hour  outside  the  city. 

Early  action  in  these  matters  is  expected  by 
both  parties. 


The  Man  in  the  Boat  Was  Happy. 

Schenectady,  Nov.  6. — The  passing  of  the 
horse  is  a  fact  realized  by  all,  but  no  one  im- 
agined that  the  bicycle  was  about  to  supplant 
the  canal  mule.  Nevertheless,  the  latter  is  a 
fact,  and  persons  in  the  vicinity  of  the  E'-ic 
canal  had  undisputable  proof  of  this.  A 
wheelman  was   seen   slowly   riding   down   the 


tow  path  from  the  west  and  at  the  same  time 
an  indistinct  object  was  seen  afloat  in  the 
big  ditch  near  the  man  on  the  wheel.  As 
they  approached  onlookers  saw  that  the  ob- 
ject and  the  man  kept  pace  and  at  last  it  was 
seen  that  the  wheelman  was  towing  the  ob- 
ject, which  was  an  ordinary  row-boat,  con- 
taining a  man  and  camping  equipage.  The 
combination  made  good  time  and  seemed  to 
enjoy  the  novel  means  of  traveling  on  the 
■'ragin'  canawl." 


New  Stearns  Automobile. 

Tuesday,  November  7,  1899,  was  something 
more  than  election  day  in  Syracuse.  It  was 
the  day  when  E.  C.  Stearns  &  Co.  introduced 
to  the  world  their  first  automobile  vehicle.  It 
was  a  trap,  electric,  the  body  black,  of  beauti- 
ful shape  and  embellishment,  and  the  running 
gear  a  rich,  startling  combination  of  red, 
black  and  nickel.  Bicycle  wheels,  pneumatic 
tires.  Superintendent  Spencer  was  as  con- 
cerned about  it  as  a  father  over  his  first-born. 
The  photographs  of  the  machine,  taken  on 
the  street,  will  show  its  beauty  of  form,  but 
its  coloring  must  be  seen  to  be  appreciated. 
It  is  a  worthy  product  of  the  Stearns  factory, 
from  which  nothing  ill-favored  has  ever  come 
forth. 


Has  Excellent  Ideas. 

A  company  with  a  capital  stock  of  $5,000,000 
is  being  formed  in  Rochester  to  place  on  the 
market  automobiles  of  approved  types.  The 
new  company  is  to  be  called  the  Buffalo- 
Rochester  Electric  Power  and  Auto  Co.,  with 
head  offices  in  Rochester  and  factory  in  Buf- 
falo. It  is  not  proposed  to  have  the  new  com- 
pany, however,  manufacture  automobiles  on 
a  large  scale,  the  real  object  of  the  organiza- 
tion being  to  obtain  possession  of  valuable 
patents,  develop  them  and  then  sell  them  to 
others. 


With  Our  English  Cousins. 

A  certificate  has  been  filed  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  Dover,  Del.,  for  the  incor- 
poration of  the  Anglo-American  Vehicle  Co., 
with  an  authorized  capital  of  $75,000,000.  This 
company  proposes  to  combine  into  one  im- 
mense concern  some  of  the  leading  English 
and  American  manufacturers,  and  its  head- 
quarters will  be  in  New  York.  The  incor- 
porators are  H.  B.  Twyford,  of  Wyndley 
Grange,  England;  Earnest  Martin,  of  New 
York,  and  James  Virdin,  of  Dover. 


Mechanical  Mules  Coming. 

Lieutenant  Ames,  the  Pope  expert,  has  be- 
gun building  an  automobile  which  is  intended 
to  tow  canal  boats  on  the  Erie  Canal.  The 
automobile  will  be  built  on  entirely  new  plans 
and  is  intended  to  be  powerful  enough  to  tow 
from  six  to  ten  canal  boats  at  once.  It  will 
cost  more  than  $4,000.  If  successful,  other 
orders  will   follow. 


All  of  Them  to  Be  Drivers. 

The  Sparks  Automobile  Co.  is  a  new  horse- 
less automobile  company  with  a  capitalization 
of  $1,000,000.  It  is  incorporated  in  California, 
and  will  erect  a  factory  for  the  Pacific  coast 
at  San  Francisco.  One  of  the  peculiar  fea- 
tures of  the  motive  power  used  is  that  the 
propelling  force  will  be  applied  to  all  the 
wheels  (jf  the  vehicle. 
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^  DAVIS  SEWING  MACHINE  CO., 


The. 


DAYTON,  OHIO, 

Will  equip   their    1900   Models   with 


Morrow  Soaster  Brake 
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Read   this  testimonial 

from   a   large   and 

successful  agent. 


Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 


Rochester,  N.  Y.,  July  21,  1899. 

ECLIPSE  BICYCLE  CO.,  ELMIRA,  N.  Y. 

Gentlemen:— Yowr  new  Morrow  Hub  Coaster  Brake 
has  renewed  my  eagerness  for  wheeling.  My  fiist  ride 
was  a  century.  About  one  hundred  riders  started.  Com- 
ing from  Buffalo  I  had  a  five-mile  coast.  How  the  riders 
did  examine  this  device!  My  wheel  is  always  under 
control.  On  the  hills  I  rest,  while  the  others  back-pedal 
or  walk.  If  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  wheels  are  not 
fitted  with  the  Morrow  Hub  Coaster  Brake  in  1900  they 
will  make  a  big  mistake. 

Very  truly  yours, 

FRANCIS  L.  HUGHES. 
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Cycle  Fittings. 
All  Separate  Parts 


JOHN  R.  KEIM, 


•     •    •     01^     •    »    • 


Complete  Frame  Sets. 


DESIGN 
PATENTED, 


KEIM   HUB  No.  3. 


^3^     9^^     ^5^ 


13 r  Lake  Street,  Chicago. 

ti  Nasby  Block,  Toledo,  0. 

97  Chambers  Street,  New  York. 


FFALO,  N.  Y., 

U.S.A. 
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SUNBURST  CRANK-HANGER 


Specialties. 
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RAILWAYS  CANNOT  REFUSE 

TO  CARRY  BICYCLES  FREE. 


IF  the  League  of  American  Wheelmen  is 
alive  to  its  needs  and  opportunities,  it 
will  say  to  the  railroad  companies  which  are 
thinking  of  refusing  to  carry  bicycles  free: 
"Gentlemen,  there  is  a  law  in  the  State  of 
New  York  which  says  explicitly  that  bicycles 
shall  be  carried  as  baggage.  It  is  the  law  which; 
you  may  remember,  caused  your  witty  rep- 
resentative, Chauncey  M.  Depew,  to  say  that 
he  was  surprised  to  learn  that  a  bicycle  was 
a  trunk.  It  is  a  law  which  will  effectually 
prevent  you  from  carrying  out  your  contem- 
plated new  rule  on  any  trunk  line  passing 
through  the  Empire  State.  We  believe,  gen- 
tlemen, that  this  law,  and  the  friendliness 
toward  wheelmen  of  the  B.  &  O.  Railroad 
Co.,  and  the  fact  that  your  previous  attempts 
to  inconvenience  wheelmen  have  failed,  should 
convince  you  of  the  futility  of  the  plan.  And 
— this  in  your  ear — just  bear  in  mind  that  any 
attempt  on  your  part  to  have  that  New  York 
law  repealed  will  result  as  did  your  effort  to 
prevent  its  passage — in  failure." 

It  is  expected  that  the  matter  of  refusing 
to  carry  bicycles  free  will  be  considered  by 
the  Passenger  Committee  of  the  Trunk  Line 
Association,  at  their  meeting  in  New  York 
City,  on  November  14.  Whether  the  com- 
mittee will  favor,  or  consider  feasible,  the 
ratification  of  the  Chicago  plan  by  all  or  most 
of  the  trunk  lines,  is  hard  to  predict  defi- 
nitely, but  there  is  good  reason  to  guess  that 
this  effort,  like  its  predecessors,  will  fail,  even 
if  the  L.  A.  W.  does  not  act. 

The  plan  is  to  charge  for  carrying  bicycles 
one-half  the  rate  per  100  pounds  charged 
for  carrying  excess  baggage — which  would 
amount  to  about  6  per  cent  of  the  railroad 
fare,  or  $L20  on  a  $20  fare. 

In  this  case,  as  previously,  the  B.  &  O.  R. 
R.  Co.  has  determined  to  stick  to  its  policy 
of  carrying  bicycles  free  provided  the  com- 
bined weight  of  bicycle  and  baggage  does 
not  exceed  150  pounds.  If  the  other  trunk 
lines  agree  to  the  new  restrictions  upon 
cyclists  the  B.  &  O.  will  undoubtedly  gain 
considerable  patronage,  for  the  very  good 
reason  that  the  average  person,  whatever  his 
liking  may  be  for  certain  routes  of  travel, 
will  hesitate  to  pay  his  favorite  railway  a 
premium  as  high  as  $1.20  or  more  when  he 
can  get  across  the  country  by  a  route  as  pic- 
turesque as  the  B.  &  O.  for  that  much  less 
money. 

H.  S.  Fullerton,  who  has  developed  so 
much  valuable  bicycle  business  for  the  Long 
Island  Railroad  Co.,  has  this  to  say: 

"It  strikes  me  the  reported  intention  of  the 
trunk  lines  can  hardly  be  more  than  rumor, 
as  this  matter  has  been  settled,  in  a  few 
States  at  least,  by  legislative  action.  It  is  a 
question  that  has  two  sides,  as  you  well  know, 
and  you  are,  of  course,  well  aware  of  the 
action  taken  by  the  Long  Island  Railroad  in 
the  matter. 

"From  a  railroad  point  of  view  it  is,  of 
course,  looked  at  in  but  one  way.  A  bicycle, 
light  as  it  is,  is  much  more  difficult  to  prop- 
erly handle  than  the  heaviest  Saratoga  trunk. 
Again,  from  a  railroad  point  of  view,  the 
hauling  of  baggage  cars  on  Sundays  and 
holidays,   excursion   trains,   etc.,   where   these 


cars  are  not  needed  for  the  use  of  usual  ex- 
press or  baggage,  is  extra  work  and  ex- 
pense. The  strongest  objection  of  all,  and 
the  most  serious  proposition  that  I  had  to 
tackle,  was  the  very  serious  delays  caused  by 
loading  and  unloading.  A  delay  of  35  minutes 
has  not  been  uncommon  on  our  own  road, 
where  the  usual  stopping  time  is  two  minutes, 
and  in  some  cases  less  than  that. 

"On  the  other  hand,  the  fact  that  cyclists 
find  accommodation  for  their  bicycles  and 
find  it  free  has  undoubtedly  greatly  increased 
the  passenger  traffic  on  those  roads  running 
near  good  highways,  or  in  territories  favora- 
ble to  cyclists,  and  this  to  >my  mind  offsets 
with  a  good  balance  in  favor  of  the  free  car- 
riage of  bicycles,  and  those  roads  in  the  East, 
with  good  local  service  to  and  from  large  cit- 
ies, certainly  are  gainers  by  carrying  bicycles 
free,  and  making  efforts  to  furnish  all  reason- 
able comfort  and  accommodation  for  this  new 
class  of  railroad  travel. 

"To  me  it  is  the  same  old  story,  running 
along  the  same  lines  as  did  the  regular  bag- 
gage. It  was  before  imy  time,  of  course,  but 
I  understand  that  there  wzs  much  objection 
to  the  carrying  of  trunks  and  valises  in  the 
old  days,  and  that  a  charge  was  made;  but  to 
secure  passengers  against  rival  lines,  little  by 
little  this  charge  was  dropped,  until  in  spite 
of  the  rules  and  regulations  about  the  excess 
baggage,  etc.,  tremendous  trunks  and  per- 
sonal effects,  and  even  commercial  men's  sam- 
ples, are  carried  free. 

"It  is  to  me  merely  a  business  proposition, 
and  since  I  have  been  connected  with  the  rail- 
road interests  I  have  noticed  a  change  from 
absolute  antipathy  to  a  cyclist  to  a  desire  to 
get  in  touch  with  this  class  of  passenger 
traffic. 

"By  fitting  up  baggage  cars  by  the  Long 
Island  Railroad  for  the  special  accommoda- 
tion of  bicycles,  and  by  keeping  them  sep- 
arated in  the  car,  arranged  according  to  the 
stations,  we  have  been  able  to  much  reduce 
the  loss  of  time  in  loading  and  unloading. 

"It  is  natural  that  this  subject  might  be 
taken  up  in  any  meeting  of  passenger  men, 
but  I  have  the  strongest  kind  of  doubts  as  to 
any  special  meeting  being  called  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  subject." 

President  Keenan,  of  the  L.  A.  W.,  says  he 
understands  that  the  position  of  the  B.  &  O. 
R.  R.  Co.  will  prevent  the  present  plan  from 
succeeding,  but  that  if  it  becomes  necessary 
the  L.  A.  W.  will  act. 


CAUSED  BY  THE  CAT. 


In   a   Runaway   from   a   Feline  Follower   Disaster 
Overtook  "Welcome  Evening." 

The  night  was  dark,  but  the  bright  duplex, 
double-revolving,  acetylene  searchlight  lamp 
on  the  wheel  of  "Welcome  Evening's"  chain- 
less  wheel  glowed  with  regulation  luminosity. 
"Welcome  Evening"  proceeded  to  pace  the 
female   Champein  of  Fool   Centurions. 

He  reached  a  slight  decline  near  the  turning 
point.  Near  at  hand  was  a  rather  nasty  ditch. 
It  would  be  unsatisfactory  to  take  a  header 
into  that  ditch. 

A    sudden    mental    process    told    him    that 


there  was  a  dim  and  shadowy  something  bear- 
ing down  upon  him,  a  huge  shape  in  the 
blackness  of  the  night. 

No  brake  could  stop  that  wheel  in  time. 
The  shock  was  inevitable.  It  came,  and  the 
huge  black  something,  coming  up  out  of  the 
Long  Island  night,  tumbled  over  in  a  heap  in 
the  ditch. 

The  something  picked  itself  up.  "Welcome 
Evening"  did  the  same  thing,  for  the  impact 
of  the  contact  had  unseated  him.  "Welcome" 
was  hot  and  getting  hotter,  for  the  something 
had  come  down  upon  him  with  its  head  bowed 
and  running  like  the  four  winds  of  heaven 
braided  into  one. 

"What  do  you  mean  by  running  down  a 
man  like  this  in  the  dark?  Didn't  you  see  my 
duplex,  double-revolving,  acetylene  search- 
light with  a  goose-bone  hanger?  What  kind 
of  a  blamed  fool  are  you,  anyway,  to  be  run- 
ning like  this  at  night  when  Mrs.  Flimsey  is 
endeavoring  to  make  steen  hundred  miles  in 
steen  hundred  hours?" 

The  something  shook  itself  together.  It 
was  translated  in  the  light  of  the  cycle  lamp 
into  a  gawky  young  man  with  a  scared  coun- 
tenance. 

"I — I — I'm  sorry,  sir;  I'm  to  blame;  I  was 
running  away  from  a  cat,"  and  the-voice  had 
an  unreal  quaver  in  it. 

Running  away  from  a  cat — in  the  dark  of 
a  murky  night — it  was  no  wonder  that  the 
"Welcome"  made  up  his  mind  a  lunatic 
asylum  had  broken  loose  and  was  pouring 
down  upon  him.  A  whole  ward  full  of  crazy 
folk  might  be  coming  around  the  corner. 

"Running  away  from  a  cat!" 

"Yes,  sir;  our  folks  had  a  cat  they  wanted 
to  get  rid  of;  I've  been  and  left  her  in  the 
woods  up  there;  I  was  afraid  she'd  follow  me; 
I  was  a  running  to  get  away  from  her;  I'm 
awful  sorry  I  landed  on  you." 

And  the  materialized  something  limped 
away  in  the  blackness,  while  "Welcome  Eve- 
ning" turned  the  duplex,  double-revolving 
search-light  on  Mrs.  Flimsey's  off-heel  and 
the  race  was  on  again. 


Knocking  Out  Spots. 

To  remove  rust  spots  from  metal  parts  the 
following  methods  are  recommended:  1. 
Moistening  with  potassium  cyanide.  2.  Soak- 
ing in  solution  sodium  pyrophosphate.  3. 
Moistening  with  stannic  chloride  and  imme- 
diate washing  after  the  disappearance  of  the 
spot.  4.  The  best  and  cheapest:  Take  a 
bright  piece  of  galvanized  iron,  lay  it  on  a 
pot  with  boiling  water,  put  the  wet  material 
with  the  rust  spot  on  top,  dab  the  spot  with 
diluted  sulphuric  acid  and  rub  out  with  the 
finger.  The  spot  will  disappear  in  a  few  sec- 
onds; after  that,  wash  immediately  with  or- 
dinary water.  Instead  of  sulphuric  acid,  ox- 
alic or  tartaric  acid  may  be  employed. 


Fit  for  Punch. 

"No,"  observed  the  South  African  cycle- 
mounted  messenger,  as  he  dismounted  in 
front  of  the  British  general's  tent,  "when  all's 
said  and  done  there's  nothing  like  civiliza- 
tion. I  do  not,  and  never  can,  Kaffir  jungle 
life." 

Had  an  ordinary  man  iMade  this  remark,  he 
would  have  been  brained  on  the  spot,  but 
messengers  are  valuable  in  the  Boer-winning 
times  of  war. 
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NATIONAL  QUALITY  IIM  A  FEW  WORDS.  | 

F.  SAMMIS,  Dealer  in  Gents'  Furnishings,  Bicycle  and  Golf  Clothing,  Bicycles  and  Sporting  Goods.  | 

,                                                                 Bridgeport,  Conn.,  June  18, 1899.  X 

National  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  Bay  City,  Mich.  • 

Dear  Sirs:— May  30th  one  of  my  riders  of  the  National  had  the  misfortune  to  come  in  collision  with  a  trolley  car,  with  x 

the  result  that  he  now  lies  in  the  hospital,  his  chin  having  been  so  badly  broken  and  crushed  as  to  necessitate  the  removal  of  J 

the  entire  chin  and  lower  jaw.  The  effect  of  the  collision  upon  the  wheel  is  remarkable,  as  it  was  a  head  on  blow,  the  wheel  i 

striking  the  car  in  front  between  the  fender  and  running  board  with  the  effect,  as  you  will  see,  of  only  buckling  the  upper  J 

and  lower  frame  tubes,  not  disturbing  the  fork  or  head  at  all;  breaking  ore  spoke  in  the  rear  wheel  and  one  pedal.    I  have  x 

had  this  wheel  on  exhibition  in  my  window  with  a  placard  "The  National.     A  head-on  collision  with  a  trolley  car  did  it."  J 

It  has  proved  a  splendid  advertisement,  as  the  universal  opinion  has  been  that  it  must  have  been  made  of  good  material  to  x 

stand  such  abuse  without  more  serious  damage.    Put  the  wheel,  which    I  send  you  by  express  to-day  prepaid,  in  first-class  x 

condition.    Make  a  thorough  examination  and  be  sure  and  not  overlook  anything  ♦ 

Yours  respectfully,  w 

F.  SAMMIS.  J 

THE  QUALITY  OF  NATIONALS  HAS  NOT  CHANGED.  f 

We  build  good  bicycles  only — no  other  kind.  The  riders  who  want  the  best  are 
our  customers.  The  old  rider  buys  a  National  not  because  he  wants  a  bicycle  but  because 
he  wants  a  NATIONAL  BICYCLE. 

That  kind  of  trade  is  worth  having — it's  profitable.  If  we  are  not  represented  in  your 
city  write  us  to-day  and  we  will  send  one  of  our  travelers  to  see  you. 


On  every  bicycle  we  make.    |  | NATlONAt 


On  every  bicycle  we  make. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


We  have  set  the  fashion  in  pedals  for  the  past  six  years- 


And   we    arc 

still  doing 

it 

We  show  our 

latest 

creation^ 


Two  pedals 

in  one^ 
designed  to 

REST  THE 
FEET. 


No.    9B. 


niBBARD,  SPENCER,  BARTLETT  &  CO.,        RECORD    PEDAL    MEG.    CO., 


Chicaso,  Ilh, 

Chicago  Distributing  Agents. 


221  Columbus  Ave.,  Boston,  I^ass. 
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LIKE  HOMEOPATHY. 


Trying  Cut-Rate  Medicine  as  a  Cure  for   the   Cut- 

Rate  Complaint  in  the  Selling  of 

Bicycles. 

In  an  address  delivered  at  the  Illinois  Con- 
vention of  Hardware  Dealers,  F.  E.  Bonney 
told  "how  to  fight  department  stores"  as  fol- 
lows : 

"As  far  as  our  own  business  is  concerned, 
we  pursue  the  plan  of  what  we  call  'Fighting 
the  Devil  with  Fire.'  We  simply  adopt  some 
of  the  department  store  methods.  We  have 
some  good  windows;  we  box  them  all  in  and 
make  a  very  attractive  background,  and  we 
dress  them  up,  as  a  rule,  every  week,  and  we 
hang  various  assortments  of  articles,  and  we 
put  the  price  of  every  article  right  out  where 
people  can  see  it. 

"In  addition  to  that  we  keep  a  bulletin 
board  on  the  sidewalk.  We  simply  have  it 
headed,  'Our  Market,  Watch  It.'  We  have 
this  bulletin  made  of  galvanized  iron,  so  ar- 
ranged that  we  can  slip  pieces  of  paper  in  and 
out,  calling  attention  to  special  articles  and 
special  prices,  and  keep  that  shifting  all  the 
time. 

"When  we  find  some  line  they  are  running 
in  upon  us,  we  go  to  the  manufacturer  and 
bUy  those  in  sufficient  quantities  so  we  can 
get  a  specially  low  price  on  them.  We  are 
then  in  a  position  to  put  those  out  in  front 
and  sell  them  at  cost,  or  a  little  less,  and 
whatever  we  lose  we  simply  charge  up  to  our 
advertising  department. 

"While  we  carry  some  of  those  goods,  we 
try  to  lead  them  on  to  the  better  class  of 
goods,  and  educate  the  people  to  the  fact  that 
it  pays  them  to  buy  a  better  article. 

"In  regard  to  the  catalogue  houses,  we  con- 
sider them  a  greater  injury  to  us  than  we  do 
those  department  stores.  We  have  shoved 
under  our  nose  nearly  every  day  the  cata- 
logues of  Montgomery  Ward,  and  Sears, 
Roebuck  &  Co. ;  in  fact,  we  keep  those  cata- 
logues on  our  shelves,  and  we  are  not 
ashamed  to  show  them  to  our  customers  at 
any  time  they  want  to  see  them.  On  most 
lines  of  hardware  outside  of  guns,  etc.,  we 
can  meet  their  price  and  still  make  a  little 
money — that  is,  on  a  cash  deal. 

"For  instance,  we  handle  bicycles.  We  have 
customers  who  come  in  and  say:  'We  can  buy 
as  good  a  wheel  as  you  have  here  for  $23.50." 
If  we  can  get  hold  of  the  same  wheel  we  keep 
it  and  meet  the  prices.  We  say:  'There  is  the 
wheel  they  ask  you  $23.50  for;  we  will  sell  you 
that  for  $22  cash.'  We  can  do  that  and  make 
some  money.  The  result  is  that  in  nine  cases 
out  of  ten  we  sell  them  a  better  wheel." 


A  Long-Felt  Want. 

The  Julius  Andrae  &  Sons  Co.,  Milwaukee, 
will  ofifer  their  agents  a  novelty  in  the  shape 
of  a  tricycle,  a  description  of  which  will  be 
published  later.  Tricycles  are  exceedingly 
popular  among  the  better  classes  in  European 
countries,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  An- 
drae Company  have  a  good  thing  in  their  ma- 
chine. Territory  will  be  allotted  soon  for 
the  exclusive  sale  of  the  Andrae  tricycle,  and 
agents  desiring  to  handle  same  should  write 
immediately  to  the  progressive  Milwaukee 
concern. 

Got  One  Year  for  Twenty-one. 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Nov.  4. — Detectives  on 
Tuesday   recovered   twenty-one   bicycles   that 


Arthur  Siegler  had  disposed  of  to  people  liv- 
ing in  the  outskirts  of  the  city.  A  majority 
of  the  wheels  are  of  the  very  latest  pattern 
and  quite  valuable,  but  this  made  no  dififer- 
ence  to  Siegler.  A  Rambler  of  last  season 
was  sold  for  $3.50,  and  the  best  of  wheels 
went  for  $5  apiece.  Naturally  those  who  had 
bought  machines  -at  these  really  bargain  prices 
were  not  inclined  to  give  them  up,  but  they 
were  soon  made  to  see  the  advisability  of  do- 
ing so.  Siegler,  who  is  22  years  old  and  a 
delivery  clerk,  pleaded  guilty  and  was  sen- 
tenced to  one  year  in  the  House  of  Correc- 
tion. 


A  Wonderful  Wheel  Coming. 

This  riiysterious  item  is  from  the  Webb 
City  (Mo.)  "Sentinel":  H.  E.  Routzong  is 
building  a  bicycle  that  promises  a  revolution 
in  the  construction  and  style  of  wheels.  It 
will  have  neither  cranks  nor  chains  and  will 
run  by  what  is  termed  friction  motor.  The 
weight  of  the  rider  impels  it  and  there  can  be 
no  backward  motion.  Starting  slowly,  it  will 
run  with  accelerating  speed  and  the  feet  never 
leave  the  pedals  even  when  coasting.  All 
the  gearing  is  encased  and  out  of  sight.  There 
is  no  ratchet,  simply  a  friction  force  furnishing 
the  motor  power.  Mr.  Routzong  has  applied 
for  a  patent  and  will  have  his  wheel  on  the 
market  in  a  month  or  six  weeks. 


Some  U.  S.  IMissionaries. 

All  United  States  missionaries  are  not  as 
welcome  as  those  who  are  now  canvassing  the 
northwest  for  Frank  Sturges,  but  then,  all 
missionaries  do  not  have  so  acceptable  a  gos- 
pel to  preach  as  do  these  northwestern  inva- 
ders, who  have  only  the  welcome  story  of  the 
gospel  of  goodness  which  is  mechanically  in- 
corporated in  the  United  States  bicycle,  at 
the  big  Sturges  factory  in  Chicago.  It  is  an 
old  story,  a  true  one  and  a  pleasant  one,  this 
U.  S.  excellence. 


Good  to  Hang  on  to. 

No  man  likes  to  loosen  his  grip  on  a  soft- 
thing,  and  upon  this  idea  has  been  based  the 
highly  satisfactory  business  the  Straus  Tire 
Co.,  127  Duane  street.  New  York,  are  doing 
with  the  leather-covered  Sponge  Rubber 
Grips,  which  they  are  selling  by  the  thousands. 
At  the  price  these  grips  are  sold  for  to  the 
trade,  it  will  hardly  pay  the  trade  pirate  to  run 
afoul  of  the  two  or  more  strong  patents  the 
Straus  Company  have  upon  this  form  of  cycle 
grip- 


Still  Further  Improved. 

The  Waltham  Mfg.  Co.,  manufacturers  of 
the  well-known  Orient  bicycle,  will  have  a 
new  feature  in  their  1900  wheels  in  the  rear 
stay  bracket.  This  is  a  forging,  and  is  made 
in  such  a  way  as  to  furnish  the  most  clearance 
with  the  least  tread.  The  price  of  the  new 
chain  driven  Orients  will  be  $50  and  $65,  and 
$75  for  the  chainless  ones.  The  Waltham  peo- 
ple do  a  big  business,  and  are  making 
all  arrangements  for  a  lively  season. 


Fowler  Is  a  Sailor  Now. 

Frank  F.  Fowler  never  does  things  by 
halves.  Whether  he  be  running  a  cycle  plant, 
an  aldermanship,  a  trotting-track  or  yacht 
matters  not,  the  story  is  the  same — the  limit. 


It  was  therefore  no  surprise  to  Fowler's 
friends  to  see  sail  into  Chicago  on  Friday, 
most  people's  unlucky  day,  the  handsome 
sloop  yacht  Mirella,  which  Fowler  had  bought  ' 
in  Boston  and  had  sailed  2,000  miles  to  her 
new  home. 


Bicycle  Workers  Organizing. 

Efforts  of  the  officers  of  the  International 
Union  of  Bicycle  Workers  to  strengthen  the 
organization  continue.  President  Mulholland 
recently  tried  to  organize  the  workers  in  New 
York  City,  and  within  a  few  days  Secretary 
Buchanan,  at  Toledo,  has  received  applica- 
tions for  charters  from  the  repair-men  of 
Springfield,  Mass.,  and  the  punch-press  men 
of  Valley  Forge,  R.  I.  Unions  are  also  in 
process  of  forming  in  Cincinnati,  Colorado 
Springs,  Milwaukee  and  Syracuse. 


Goods  and  Representative  Both  Good. 

A.  M.  Litchfield,  of  the  T.  B.  Davis  Arms 
Co.,  of  Portland,  Me.,  was  in  New  York  last 
week.  The  Davis  Company  are  agents  for 
the  States  of  Maine  and  New  Hampshire  for 
the  Great  Western  Mfg.  Co.,  of  La  Porte, 
Ind.,  manufacturers  of  the  Lonn,  Adlake  and 
America  bicycles. 


Locates  in  Cleveland. 

Fidel  Bubser,  for  the  past  six  years  superin- 
tendent of  the  Pope  Tube  Works,  has  been 
•made  inspector  of  the  factories  in  the  com- 
bine of  which  the  Pope  Company  has  become 
a  part.  Mr.  Bubser's  headquarters  will  be  in 
Cleveland,  O. 


Entirely  New  Principle. 

Besides  the  Mossberg  Tire  Chime,  the 
Frank  Mossberg  Co.,  Attleboro,  Mass.,  are  to 
put  on  the  market  the  coming  season  a  single 
stroke  and  electric  stroke  handle-bar  chime, 
both  of  which  are  entirely  new  in  principle  and 
construction. 


From  Shoes  to  Cycles. 

Perfection  Shoe  Company,  Chicago,  has  re- 
ceived permission  from  the  Illinois  secretary 
of  state  to  change  its  name  to  Stodder  Com- 
pany, and  object  changed  to  the  manufac- 
turing of  bicycles  and  other  vehicles. 


The  Means  and  the  End. 

Money  spent  in. advertising  is  always  wisely 
spent  if  the  returns  justify  the  expenditure. 
It  makes  no  difference  what  the  advertising 
costs,  provided  the  results  show  that  it  was 
worth  the  price. 

The  Woes  of  Werner. 

The  Hartford  Rubber  Co.  secured  a  judg- 
ment for  $47  against  F.  H.  Werner,  an  Osh- 
kosh  cycle  repairer,  and  placed  the  Sheriff  in 
possession  of  Werner's  place. 


Their  Fork-sides  in  Demand. 

The  Avery  Stampings  Co.,  Cleveland,  re- 
port an  excellent  demand  for  their  fork-sides, 
and  they  are  devoting  more  attention  than 
ever  before  to  this  line. 


Goes  to  the  Electric. 

Herman  F.  Cuntz,  formerly  of  the  patent 
department  of  the  Pope  Mfg.  Co.,  has  been 
appointed  manager  of  the  same  department  at 
the  Columbia  Electric  Vehicle  Co. 


1899. 
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COLUMBIA  AUTOMATIC 


Y 

Y 
Y 


Y 

Y 


PRICE, 


PATENTS 
AI,I,OWED. 


Simplest  Construction!  Brightest  Lightl 

Adjustable  Flamel  Automatic  Water  Feedl 

Self-Cleaning  Water  Expansible  Telescopic 

Valvel  Carbide  Cbamberl 

Removable  Straight  Bumerl        Lights  at  Oncel 

Burns  Same  Charge  Bums  from  4  to  10  hours! 

Repeatedly  Until  Exhausted! 


One  charge  will  burn  from  four  to  ten  hours,  according  to  adjustment  of 
size  of  the  flame. 


IS    A    WINNER. 

.900  MODEi  ynf  LAjESj  IMPROVED  GAS  UMP. 

The  great  superiority  of  the  Columbia  over  other  gas  lamps  lies  in  the 
absolute  control  of  size  of  flame  and  the  automatic  water  feed  which  adjusts 
itself  to  the  desired  size  of  flame. 

It  has  a  gas  valve  by  which  the  gas  can  be  instantly  adjusted  from  a  large 
to  a  low  flame,  and  vice  versa. 

y.  B. — It  is  very  economical  in  the  use  of  carbide,  and  the  same  charge 
can  be  used  repeatedly  until  exhausted. 

One  charge  will  burn  from  four  to  t( 
:  of  the  flame. 

N»  B. — The  carbide  chamber  is  made  of  two  pieces  which  are  telescoped 
and  expands  with  the  carbide  as  the  charge  is  used  and  is  practically  a  reload- 
ing cartridge,  allowing  an  extra  charge  to  be  carried  for  exceptionally  long 
rides. 

It  is  easily  cleaned  and  refilled,  requiring  less  care  than  other  lamps. 

Has  a  perfect  rubber  gas  seal. 

The  burner  does  not  smoke,  as  the  proper  amount  of  air  is  mixed  with  the 
gas  before  ignition. 

The  3-inch  reflector  is  the  result  of  careful  experiment,  and  gives  the 
greatest  efficiency  for  the  size  of  flame. 

The  addition  of  the  new  hinged  door,  which  can  be  opened  with  the  thumb, 
makes  it  very  convenient. 

Made  of  brass,  heavily  nickel-plated  and  well  finished.  Height,  5X  inches; 
weight,  18  ounces. 

Every  lamp  is  carefully  tested  before  leaving  the  factory,  and  guaranteed 
perfectly  safe  and  reliable.    OUR  ELECTROS  ARE  READY. 


Made 


^  HINE-WATT  MFG.  CO.,  '^  &  16  n.  Canai  St.,  CHICAGO,  U.  S.  A. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


.x♦♦♦<K♦♦♦♦♦♦♦x♦♦<«^♦x♦♦J"X♦♦<♦♦x♦<♦<"X♦♦^♦x♦♦^♦x♦♦ 


►^.♦^►♦^.♦J*'».*'mJ».*'».*..*-..*-M>*.«.*..*..*.**»»*-M-*».J..J.*J.**. 


Keep  Your  Eye  ©pen 


for 


ADDRESS  FOR  AGENCY, 


"The  Standard  of  Excellence." 


Reaaing  Stanaara  mfg*  Co.,  Reading,  pa. 

G.  A.  BOYER,  Manager  of  Sales. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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GAME  or  oifr. 


How      the      Candidate     Each     Year     Makes     a 

Talky  Talk  for  the  Famous  Cycle 

Vote. 

It  was  just  prior  to  election,  and  The  Can- 
didate held  in  his  hand  the  card  of  "A  Ryder, 
Consul  for  Woman's  Century  Making  Union 
and  Reporter  on  the  Daily  Dreadful  Official 
Organ  of  the  W.  C.  M.  U." 

"O,"  said  The  Candidate,  settling  himself 
still  more  comfortably  in  his  patent  adjusta- 
ble pneumatic  seat  and  crossing  his  legs  so  as 
to  throw  an  incendiary  pair  of  golf  stockings 
into  greater  prominence,  "you  want  to  ask 
me  a  few  questions,  eh?     Well,  they're  off!" 

"First   of  all,    sir,"    asked   the    reporter,    "I 
want  to  know  this:     Are  you  a  machine  man?" 
"Most  emphatically,  sir!     Most  emphatical- 
ly.    Why,    sir,    I    regard    the    bicycle    as    the 

noblest  work  of " 

"Precisely,  sir,  precisely!  I  see  there's 
been  a  slight  misunderstanding  in  regard  to 
the  interpretation  of  the  word  "machine," 
that's  all.  And  now  in  regard  to  the  plat- 
form upon  which  you  will  base  your  admin- 
istration?" 

"Well,  sir,  you  may  say  this:  It  is  the  best 
make,  the  very  best  make,  and  will,  I  am  sure, 
carry  me  through  my  term  without  break  or 
puncture.  Its  principal  constituent  parts  are 
as  follows:  Dollar  bicycles,  private  owner- 
ship of  wheels,  down  with  the  infamous  sys- 
tem of  renting,  better  roads,  increased  privil- 
eges for  the  cyclist  and  others  along  that 
line.  And  I  shall  make  an  awful  spurt,"  con- 
tinued The  Candidate,  "to  try  and  secure  the 
enactment  of  laws  making  pedestrianism  a 
misdemeanor  and  the  driving  of  vehicles 
along  good  cycling  roads  a  felony.  Further- 
more, I  intend  agitating  the  awarding  of  pen- 
sions to  all  disabled  cyclists,  and  will  contend 
that  he  or  she  who  dies  making  century  runs 
deserves  a  monument  far  more  than  Nathan 
Hale,  Lafayette  or  Washington,  who  never 
saw  a  wheel,  and  doubtless  couldn't  have  rid- 
den one  if  they  had. 

"I  am,  above  everything,  the  wheelman's 
friend,  and  don't  you  forget  to  put  that  in 
your  paper.  I  am  one  of  them  myself  and 
would  rather  ride  a  bike  than  eat.  When  I 
take  office  I  will  have  all  the  ante-rooms  fitted 
up  with  bicycle  racks  and  full-dress  suits  at 
my  receptions  will  be  abolished  in  favor  of 
biking  garb.  There,  sir,  are  my  sentiments 
and  intentions,  in  a  toolbag.  From  the  time 
the  starter's  pistol  cracks,  Jan.  1,  until  I  pedal 
under  the  wire  at  the  end  of  my  term,  I  am 
in  the  race  to  make  things  easy  for  the  wheel- 
men, and  with  my  up-to-date  '00  model  plat- 
form I  think  I  am  sure  to  give  satisfaction. 
Now,  sir,  I  must  beg  to  be  excused,  for  my 
wheel  needs  cleaning,  and,  as  I  am  not  a 
purse-proud  plutocrat,  I  perform  that  duty 
myself.     I  am  one  of  the  people,  sir!" 

When  the  reporter  had  withdrawn  The  Can- 
didate violently  agitated  a  bell  on  his  desk, 
and  when  his  man  had  appeared  in  response  to 
the  agitation  aforementioned,  said:  "Now 
that  guy's  gone,  John,  get  me  out  of  these 
fool  clothes  and  bring  me  down  my  yellow 
top  coat  and  checkerboard  pants,  telephone  up 
to  the  stable  for  the  side-bar  and  old  Spider- 
legs.  I'm  ofT  to  the  speedway  to  enjoy  my- 
self with  the  boys.  If  anybody  calls,  tell  them 
I'm  cleaning  my  bicycle  down  in  the  cellar 
and  can't  be  interrupted." 


Making  Some  Experiments. 

The  Physiological  Institute  of  Bonn,  Ger- 
many, has  had  a  250-metre  cycle  track  built 
in  order  to  ascertain  by  a  series  of  experi- 
ments the  amount  of  power  spent  by  a  racer. 
The  following  results,  after  careful  tests,  are 
therefore  interesting.  It  was  ascertained  that 
a  cyclist  weighing  154  pounds,  mounted  on  a 
45-pound  machine,  riding  at  the  rate  of  251 
metres  per  minute,  or  15  kilometres  per  hour, 
consumes  4.8  centimetres  of  oxygen,  which 
quantity  is  decreased  by  6  per  cent  when  rid- 
ing at  the  rate  of  seven  kilometres  only,  and 
increased  by  18  per  cent  when  the  speed  is  at 
the  rate  of  21  kilometres.  Similar  compara- 
tive experiments  were  made  with  pedestrians, 
showing  that  the  power  required  by  a  cyclist 
is  22  per  cent  on  an  average  greater  than  that 
of  the  pedestrian.  This  excess  is  caused  by 
the  resistance  of  air  or  wind  pressure,  and  it 
increases  naturally  with  the  speed.  It  is  not 
stated  why  these  experiments  were  made  with 
a  cycle  weighing  45  pounds  when  the  racer 
rides  a  machine  weighing  little  more  than  one- 
third  of  this  on  an  average. 


LAST  OF  THE  SEASOIV. 

New   Jersey's    Final    Road-Racing    Event    Won    in 
Fast  Time. 

John  Sherwood,  of  Newark,  with  a  start 
of  five  and  one-half  minutes,  won  the  second 
annual  twenty-five  mile  road  race,  over  the 
Elizabeth-Rahway  course,  on  Election  Day. 
The  race  was  closely  contested  throughout, 
Sherwood  winning  from  W.  S.  French  in  the 
final  sprint  by  only  a  few  feet.  French,  who 
had  started  a  minute  in  advance  of  Sherwood, 
rode  with  the  leaders  from  start  to  finish  and 
■made  the  pace  for  most  of  the  distance. 

J.  P.  Jacobson,  of  New  Haven,  starting 
from  scratch,  finished  in  fifteenth  place,  but 
his  time  of  one  hour  three  minutes  and  twen- 
ty-five seconds  was  the  best  in  the  contest,  and 
lowered  the  New  Jersey  State  road  record. 

Seventy-seven  entries  were  received  for  the 
race,  but  there  were  only  thirty-five  starters, 
of  whom  nearly  all  finished.  There  were  few 
spills  and  no  serious  accidents  during  the  run- 
ning of  the  event.  Great  crowds  were  present 
at  the  finish  and  along  the  course.  C.  W. 
Dodd,  who  finished  sixth,  and  C.  J.  Camp- 
bell, who  finished  tenth,  both  of  Elizabeth- 
port,  N.  J.,  were  disqualified.  Campbell  was 
charged  with  not  having  gone  the  whole  dis- 
tance, while  Dodd's  offence  was  in  accepting 
Campbell's  pace. 

The  order  of  finish  follows: 

Time.  Time. 

Competitor.  Allowance,  h.  m.  s. 

1— John   Sherwood,   Newark 51/2  m.  106  27 

2— W.   S.    French,   New   York 61/2  m.  1  07  29 

3— R.   F.   Wegener,   New   York 51/2  m.  1  06  29 

4— George    Wiley,    Little    Falls 6      m.  106  57 

5— A.   T.   Spatschil,  Jersey   City 6      m.  107  01 

6— T.    Firth,    Harrison 41/2  m.  1  06  08 

7— G.   H.   Holzauer,   New   York 5       m.  1  06  44 

8— N.   Dobbins,    East   Orange 41/2  m.  1  06  55 

9— Charles    Doesserick,    New    York 5      m.  107  27 

10— G     E.    Hom^ans,    Brooklyn 4       m.  106  27 

11— H.    E.    Bleecker,    Brooklyn 2      m.  104  27 

12— F.    L.    Knapp,    East  Orange 2      m.  1  04  28 

13— Charles   Houser,    Newark 21/2  m.  104  58 

14_T.    E.   Boland,   Rah  way SVi  m.  1  06  03 

15— J.   P.   Jacobson,   Newark Scratch  1  03  25 

16— W.  A.  La  Due,  Cold  Spring 1      m.  1  04  26 

17— Jorgen    Hansen,    Perth    Amboy Scratch  103  55 


few  hours  in  Cleveland,  a  few  days  ago,  as 
did  A.  R.  Lumsden.  Githens,  Cooper,  Lums- 
den  and  "Pye"  Bliss  at  one  time  made  up  an 
aggregation  which  had  a  habit  of  sweeping 
the  boards  of  everything  worth  winning — 
except  when  the  mighty  Zimmerman  was 
around  to  take  the  firsts.  The  old  Rambler 
team  which  they  composed  is  now  badly  split 
up.  Cooper  is  still  one  of  the  kings  of  the 
track,  and  has  recently  announced  his  inten- 
tion of  invading  Europe.  Until  recently. 
Bliss  and  Lumsden  were  in  charge  of  the  Chi-  ' 
cago  retail  store  of  the  Monarch  Cycle  Mfg. 
Co.,  but  for  the  coming  season  the  latter  will 
be  connected  with  the  Buffalo  branch  store  of 
the  B.  F.  Goodrich  Co.  Bliss  will  probably 
continue  to  sell  Monarchs. 


Light  on  the  "  Dark  Horse." 

Editor  The  Wheel:  To  settle  an  argu- 
ment will  you  please  tell  what  the  origin  of 
the  expression  "dark  horse,"  as  applied  to 
the  unexpected  winning  of  a  race  by  an  out- 
sider, is?  Also  Ran. 

Authorities  seem  to  unite  in  crediting  its 
invention  to  Lord  Beaconsfield,  in  whose 
book,  "The  Young  Duke,"  are  to  be  found 
these  lines:  "The  first  favorite  was  never 
heard  of,  the  second  favorite  was  never  seen 
after  the  distance  post,  all  the  ten-to-oners 
were  in  the  rear,  and  a  dark  horse  which  had 
never  been  thought  of,  and  which  the  care- 
less St.  James  had  never  even  observed  in  the 
list,  rushed  past  the  grand  stand  in  sweeping 
triumph."  It  will  be  noticed  that  this  first 
"dark  horse"  was  literally  a  dark  horse,  not 
a  figure  of  speech. 


John  Alfred  Sues. 

Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  6. — It  seems  like  a 
page  from  the  golden  book  of  cycling,  when 
racing  men  and  prima  donnas  were  in  the 
same  class,  to  read  that  John  Alfred  New- 
house,  the  racing  man,  has  commenced  an 
action  in  the  Municipal  Court  of  this  city  to 
recover  $357.82  from  the  Shepard  Wheel  Co., 
of  this  city,  for  services  alleged  to  have  been 
rendered  by  request  of  the  company  last  sea- 
son in  riding  one  of  the  Shepard  wheels  on 
the  racing  circuit.  A  number  of  well-known 
citizens  of  Rochester  are  members  of  the  com- 
pany and  all  are  named  as  defendants  in  the 
action.  Answers  have  been  served  alleging 
that  Newhouse  has  been  paid  for  his  services. 


Schofield  from  Scratch. 

George  Schofield,  starting  from  scratch  in 
the  twenty-five  mile  road  race  of  the  Kings 
County  Wheelmen  over  the  Hempstead-Mil- 
burn  course,  on  Long  Island,  yesterday  after- 
noon, finished  fourth  in  Ih.  3m.  39  4-5s.  This 
time  is  a  record  for  the  course.  W.  H.  Wells, 
with  three  and  one-half  minutes'  start,  was 
first  ho'me,  in  Ih.  4m.  58  l-5s.,  riding  the  last 
part  of  the  course  alone.  C.  F.  Offerman, 
with  five  minutes'  start,  was  second,  and  E. 
Williams,  with  seven  minutes'  start,  third. 
M.  Vanderwall,  from  scratch,  followed  Scho- 
field home,  in  the  fast  time  of  Ih.  3m.  42  2-5s. 


These  Were  Flyers  in  Their  Day. 

The  old-timers'  in  the  trade  and  sport  who 
come  to  Cleveland  never  fail  to  drop  in  on 
"Herb"  Githens,  the  former  famous  speed 
merchant,  who  is  now  in  charge  of  the  Cleve- 
land G.   &  J.  branch.     Tom  Cooper  spent  a 


There  Were  Others. 

There  was  a  young  racer  of  Sedalia, 
Who  said,  "I  know  why  I'm  a  failyah!" 
So  his  rabbits'  hindfeet 
He  threw  out  in  the  street. 
"They're  hoodoos,"  he  said,  "in  Australia!" 
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Monarch  Bicycles... 
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For  1900  the  Monarch  Cycle  Mfg. 
Co.,  Division  of  the  American  Bicycle 
Co.,  will  continue  to  sell  its  product 
through  its  own  agents  and  distribut- 
ing depots. 

The  interests  of  the  agent,  as  well 
as  the  requirements  of  the  rider,  have 
been  carefully  considered,  and  the  new 

Monarch  Line 

is  superior  to  anything  ever  before 
offered.  The  complete  line  and  the  list 
prices  are   as  follows: 


LIST    PRICE. 


Chainiess        -       Models  Nos.  73  and  74, 

Tandems         -  **  **  69  and  70, 

Racer      -       -  »  ••  4^^  |j„p^ 

Light  Roadsters  "  **  87  and  88, 

Roadsters       -  **  **  67  and  68, 

Special  Roadsters  **  "  85  and  86, 

Roadsters       -  **  83  and  84, 

King  and  Queen  -  -          -          - 


^65.00 
75.00 
50.00 
50.00 
40.00 
40.00 
35.00 

25.00 


We  desire  to  renew  our  past  relations  with  all  Monarch  Agents  in  good 
standing  and  beg  to  assure  them  of  the  same  careful,  earnest  and  prompt  atten- 
tion to  their  wants  as  in  the  past.  Desirable  merchants  in  unoccupied  territory  are 
invited  to  correspond  with  us  at  an  early  date,  for  the  Monarch  agency  will  be 
in  demand. 

Our  traveling  salesmen  will  soon  be  on  the  road,  but  in  the  meantime  we 
should  be  pleased  to  acquaint  dealers  with  the  features  of  Monarch  Bicycles  for 
the  coming  season. 

Our  1900  Catalogues  will  be  ready  for  distribution  November  25th. 

Monarch  ©ycle  Mfg.  60., 

Division  of  American  Bicycle  Company. 

Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 

.......................................... .....................S...i.i.i.i.i...... 
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Like  Cutting  Coupons. 

It  has  long  since  passed  the  point  where  the. 
cycle  dealer  debated  as  to  the  necessity  of  his 
carrying  a  side  line  to  enable  him  to  meet 
expenses  in  the  dull  season;  the  question  with 
him  now  is  not  as  to  the  advisability  of  the 
side  line,  but  as  to  the  side  line  which  is  advisa- 
ble. In  any  and  all  such  things  so  far  brought 
out  and  said  to  be  especially  appropriate  for 
the  cycle  dealer,  he  has  been  offered  the  sale  of 
articles  which  took  him  away  from  his  own 
line  and  into  that  of  some  other  man  who 
understood  the  article  better  than  the  cycle 
dealer.  Just  at  this  moment  John  Van  Ben- 
schoten,  for  many  years  and  to-day  a  well- 
known  cycle  agent  at  20  Catharine  St.,Pough- 
keepsie,   N.   Y.,   comes  to  the   front  with  the 


little  money-maker  here  shown.  That  it  is  a 
money-maker  and  that  it  is  particularly 
■adapted  to  being  handled  by  the  cycle  dealer 
and  repairer,  Mr.  Van  Benschoten  has  proven 
to  his  own  satisfaction  and  profit,  haying  taken 
in  just  $148  from  this  little  machine  between 
Sept.  1,  1898,  and  Sept.  1,  1899.  The  tool 
offers  a  simple  and  positive  method  of  sharp- 
ening the  cutting  blades  of  the  now  widely 
used  horse  and  barber  clippers,  and  when 
trade  in  this  line  is  not  brisk,  the  dealer  can 
take  in  many  a  dollar  sharpening  meat  chop- 
pers, sausage  cutters,  etc.  The  main  wheel 
is  a  large  14-inch  emery  one,  specially  shaped 
and  graded  for  this  purpose.  It  runs  on  cone- 
shaped  bearings,  set  in  a  brass  socket,  and  is 
intended  to  be  run  at  1,500  revolutions.  It 
can  be  bolted  to  any  bench  or  table,  when  it 
is  complete  and  ready  for  operation.  A  small 
spring  handle  is  used,  which  fits  in  the  screw 
holes  of  the  clipper  plates,  which  are  held 
perfectly  flat  on  the  surface  of  the  wheel. 
A  pair  of  clippers  can  be  ground  in  from  two 
to  five  minutes,^  and  the  customary  charge 
is  50c.  for  such  a  job.  In  fact,  they  can  be 
sharpened  quicker  than  a  pair  of  skatesi  can 
be  ground,  which  readily  illustrates  the  com- 
parison and  value  of  this  little  tool. 

Mr.  Van  Benschoten  says:  "Since  we  have 
been  doing  clipper  sharpening  we  control  all 
this  business  in  our  town.  It  would  be  well 
to  note  that  hand-power  horse-clippers  have 
been  reduced  from  $50  and  $35  to  $20  and 
$15  within  the  last  year,  and  at  these  prices 
business  firms  owning  two  or  three  horses 
are  now  buying  their  own  clipping  machines." 


Tlie  New  Crawfords. 

A  fine-looking  machine  is  the  new  $40 
Crawford.  It  is  accurate,  and  by  no  means 
derogatory,  to  say  that  when  the  machine 
moves  toward  you  it  reminds  you  of  the  Co- 
lumbia. The  similarity  is  in  the  forged  fork 
crown  and  name  plate.     The  new  machine  has 


an  exceedingly  simple  two-piece  crank-hanger, 
locked  by  an  unobtrusive  device  in  the  shoul- 
der of  the  right-hand  crank.  The  hub-fianges 
are  shouldered  like  those  of  the  Columbia. 

The  method  of  binding  the  adustable  handle- 
bar and  the  seat-post  is  admirably  simple. 

The  new  juvenile  has  a  low  frame,  which 
makes  the  wheels  appear  desirably  large  in 
proportion.  The  handle-bar  is  adjustable. 
The  seat-post  is  held  by  an  almost  invisible 
cam  bolt.  The  tread  is  narrow,  and  the  run- 
ning of  the  machine  is  as  smooth  as  that  of 
an  adult  machine. 


All  the  Andraes. 

Pursuant  to  the  progressive  policy  which 
governs  all  of  their  affairs,  the  Julius  Andrae 
&  Sons  Co.  are  among  the  first  to  announce 
their  line  of  wheels  for  1900.  The  Andrae 
agents  are  offered  a  variety  of  wheels,  that  en- 
ables them  to  sell  everyone  who  wants  a  good 
wheel  at  a  reasonable  price,  as  well  as  those 
who  want  the  very  best  made,  at  a'  fair  price. 
The  complete  line  is  listed  as  follows:  Special 
Racer,  .$60;  Special  Light  Roadster,  $50;  Light 
Roadster,  $40;  Ladies'  Light  Roadster,  $40; 
Standard  Roadster,  $30;  Ladies'  Standard 
Roadster,  $30;  Chainless,  $75;  Tandems,  $80; 
Triplet,  $150. 


Tlie  Star  of  Empire's  Flight. 

Addison,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  6. — The  story  of  why 
W.  H.  Ives,  who  formerly  conducted  the  Em- 
pire State  Cycle  Co.,  moved  from  Oneonta  to 
this  place,  is  as  follows:  A  stock  company, with 
$20,000  paid  up  capital,  is  at  once  to  be  or- 
ganized, the  stock  being  all  taken  by  Mr.  Ives 
and  eight  wealthy  residents  of  Addison.  The 
town  itself  pays  all  expenses  of  moving  and 
furnishes  a  building,  rent  free,  for  five  years. 
The  Empire  State  Company  made  3,000  wheels 
last  season,  and  not  less  than  6,000  will  be 
made  next  year.  ,,  / 

Lucky  Clover  Light.  ^  O 

The  Clover  Leaf  is  the  name  of  an  electric 
bicycle  lamp  introduced  by  the  American 
Electrical  Novelty  &  Mfg.  Co.,  of  New  York. 


As  can  be  seen,  the  new  aspirant  for  luminous 
honors  consists  of  three  dry  batteries  which 
do  not  require  recharging  for  six  hours,  ar- 
ranged in  the  form  of  a  clover  leaf.  The 
lamp  lists  at  $4  and  should  prove  a  good 
seller. 


Three  In  the  Time  of  One. 

Springfield,  Mass.,  Nov.  C.— H.  A.  Porter, 
of  this  city,  has  been  granted  a  patent  on  a 
new  drilling  device,  which  he  proposes  to  sell 
outright  or  to  put  on  the  market,  provided  he 
can  succeed  in  forming  a  company  for  its  man- 
ufacture. The  drill  is  adapted  for  drilling  bi- 
cycle frames  and  he  claims  it  can  turn  out 
three  frames  in  the  time  it  takes  to  turn  one 
at  present. 


5AY 
SWIFTLY: 

Straus 

Sells 

Cycle 

Specialties 

Straus's 

Cycle 

Specialties 

Sell 

Sell 

Straus's 

Cycle 

Specialties 

Repeat  forward  and  backward 
three  times  without  stop  or  skip — if 
you  can.  It  may  twist  your  tongue  a 
bit,  but,  whether  or  not,  it  will  serve 
to  fix  in  your  mind  three  cycling  truths 
with  which  all  in  the  cycle  trade  should 
become  familiar. 

The  Straus  specialties  are  of  the 
practical  sort  that  sell  quickly  and  well, 

ON   THE   LIST  ARE 

Tires,  Sponge  Rubber  Crips, 
Pedal  Rubbers,  Toe-Clips,  Lug- 
gage Carriers,  Frame  Guards, 
Valves,  Valve  Parts,  Pliers  (Plug), 
Valve  Stems,  loner  Tubes,  Valve 
and  Stem  Complete,  S  Hooks, 
Tire  Tape,  Straus  Curved  Plugs, 
Straus  Flat  Head  Plugs,  Crip 
Protectors. 


STRAUS  TIRE  CO., 

127  Duane  St.,  New  York. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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THE  WORLD'S  STANDARD  HANDLEDAR' 


IT'S  NOT  AN 
EXPERIMENT 


IT'S     BEEN 


KELLY    HANDLE-BAR   CO.,    CLEVELAND,    OHIO. 


WRITE    FOR    PRICES. 


THE  KELLY  ADJUSTABLE  HANDLEBAR' 


..•..•.••..«..•..••. 
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When  a  HljlV  I  bfv  goes  a-hunting, 

he  carries  a  weapon,  usually  double-barreled,  that  will  bag 
the  game.  We  do  the  same  thing  in  gunning  for  your 
contract  for 

1900  HUBS. 

We've  got  a  double-barreled  argument — ex- 
ceptional quality,  exceptional  price — that  you 
can't  stand  up  against  if  you  will  only  come 
within   range. 

HUNTER  ARMS   CO.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Sole  Selling  Agents,  CROSBY  &  MAYER  CO.,   Buffalo,   N.  Y. 

Kindly    mention   The   Wheel. 
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Three  Prices,  Three  Hundred  Per  Day. 

The  success  of  their  Pathfinder  wheel  dur- 
ing the  past  year  has  prompted  the  National 
American  Cycle  Co.,  of  Akron,  to  announce 
three  grades,  instead  of  one,  for  the  coming- 
season.  The  1900  Pathfinders  will  list  at  $25, 
$35  and  $50,  and  samples  of  these  machines 
shown  to  a  Wheel  man  a  few  days  since  were 
of  a  character  to  warrant  the  prediction  that 
the  Akron  company  will  capture  their  share 
of  the  business.  Several  excellent  contracts 
with  jobbers  have  already  Deen  closed,  and 
in  the  near  future  the  National  American 
traveling  stafT  will  take  to  the  road  calling  on 
the  small  trade.  Work  has  already  been  com- 
menced on  parts  for  new  models  and  in  the 
near  future  the  factory  will  be  in  full  opera- 
tion in  all  departments.  The  capacity  of  this 
factory  is  something  astonishing,  being  capa- 
ble of  turning  out  no  less  than  300  wheels  per 
day  without  working  overtime.  Possessed  of 
capital  far  in  excess  of  requirements  and  with 
the  experience  of  some  of  the  oldest  men  in 
the  trade,  the  National  American  Co.  is  well 
equipped  to  quote  attractive  prices  on  orders 
for  any  quantity  of  wheels.  Their  catalogue 
is  now  being  prepared  and  will  be  mailed  in 
a  short  time. 


Company's  business  and  the  company's  great 
facilities  for  buying  and  selling  have  enabled 
them  to  conduct  the  department  to  the  direct 
advantage  of  the  dealer.  Orders  can  be  filled 
for  almost  anything  in  the  sundry  line  at  very 
short  notice.  The  department  will  soon  issue 
a  handsome  sundry  catalogue  of  over  fifty 
pages,  which  will  'be  profusely  illustrated.  A 
copy  will  be  sent  to  any  address  upon  appli- 
cation. In  addition  to  a  large  general  list  the 
department  will  handle  a  list  of  attractive 
specialties  known  as  the  Capitol  Brand  Sun- 
dries, each  article  being  a  leader  in  its  line 
and  possessing  exceptional  merit.  This  line  is 
controlled  by  the  department  and  the  prices 
are  such  as  will  insure  a  satisfactory  profit  to 
the  dealer.  Prompt  attention  will  be  given  to 
all  correspondence. 


New  Things  in  the  Snow  Line. 

The  Snow  Cycle  Chain  Co.,  Syracuse,  have 
from  time  to  time  added  new  patterns  to  their 
line  until  1900  will  see  this  company  offering 


them  in  any  way  you  will,  the  more  exhaust- 
ive the  test  the  more  the  'Snow'  chain  will 
demonstrate  its  right  to  hold  the  con- 
spicuous place  it  occupies.  Quality  alone  de- 
termines the  base  price  of  'Snow'  chains;  the 
finish  alone  determines  the  difference  in  the 
cost  of  the  various  styles.  Each  being  made 
of  a  like  material  and  with  the  same  pains- 
taking care."  

Goodrich  Goes  in  for  Electricity. 

The  B.  F.  Goodrich  Co.,  Akron,  are  mak- 
ing some  extensive  additions  and  changes  to 
their  already  enormous  plant.  A  new  build- 
ing, fully  as  large  as  either  of  the  main  build- 
ings, is  now  under  construction,  which  when 
completed  will  greatly  increase  the  capacity 
of  the  company.  Another  important  change, 
which  it  is  said  is  'being  watched  with  great 
interest  by  other  rubber  manufacturing  con- 
cerns, is  the  changing  of  the  complete  plan 
of  power  transmission,  electricity  being  sub- 
stituted for  belts  and  shafting.' 


Pope  Sundry  Line. 

This  week  the  Pope  Mfg.  Co.  issues  an  im- 
portant announcement  concerning  its  sundry 
department.  For  the  season  of  1900  the  Pope 
Company  propose  to  carry  the  largest  and 
best  assorted  stock  of  bicycle  sundries  and  fit- 
tings in  the  market.  For  the  past  two  years 
the  sundry  department  has  been  an  important 
and  constantly  growing  branch   of  the    Pope 


eighteen  distinct  patterns,  including  the  de- 
servedly popular  Nickel  Steel  Chains.  Speak- 
ing of  and  for  their  chains,  the  Snow  people 
say: 

"We  shall  continue  to  furnish  on  all  'B' 
chains  a  'Soule  Patent  Bolt  Lock,'  which  has 
met  with  pronounced  favor  in  the  past.  In 
comparing    'Snow'    chains    with    others,    test 


A  New  Storm  Centre. 

George  N.  Pierce  Co.  announce  that  they 
have  opened  a  new  wholesale  and  retail 
branch  at  709  Seventeenth  street,  Denver,  Col. 
The  branch  will  be  in  charge  of  T.  Botterill, 
for  many  years  associated  with  C.  G.  Fisher 
&  Co.,  Denver.  This  Pierce  branch  will  han- 
dle business  from  the  Missouri  River  to  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  and  will  carry  a  large  and 
full  stock  of  Pierce  bicycles. 


Louis  C.  Will  Continue. 

The  firm  of  L.  C.  Jandorf  &  Co.,  of  New 
York,  has  dissolved  and  Louis  C.  Jandorf  will 
continue  the  business  at  17  Barclay  street. 
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^4»CM4Ui^  JUST  A  WORD 

\44fUCi^4^  ABOUT  1900. 

Exemplify  the  rapid  strides  made  in  wheel-building.  There  is  an 
individuality  about  the  whole  Rochester  line.  They  are  made  by 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  successful  factories  in  the  trade.  They 
embody  all  the  elements  of  INDEPENDENCE  and  reliability, 
which  appeals  more  than  ever  before  to  the  dealer  who  desires 
both  profit  and  tranquillity. 

ROCHESTER  CYCLE  MFG.  CO., 


PRICES. 

^ 

Chainless, 

$60.00 

Special,     - 

50.00 

Model  G, 

40.00 

Athlete,    - 

35.00 

Independent,     - 

30.00 

Juveniles,  22.50  &  25.00 

Tandem,    - 

75.00 

^ 

Liberal  Terms. 

Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 


ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. 
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A  

STIFF              For  Our  Competitors.  I 
PROPOSITION  = j 

Eagle  Agents  deal  direct  with  The  Eagle  Bicycle  Mfg,  Co* — no  red  tape,   • 
no  delays,  no  inconvenience*  -  f 

Our  policy  is  old  established  and  requires  neither  explanation  nor  apology*   | 

A  STIFF  PROPOSITION: 

The  Eagle  "Quad-Stay" 
19  1-2  lb.  Road  Wheel. 

1,000  applications  tor  agency 
received  in  two  weeks. 

I   New  Features  Stimulate  Trade. 
THE  EAGLE  BICYCLE  MFG.  CO., 


Catalogue  Ready.       Torrington,  Conti.,  U.S  A. 


s 
: 

8 
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Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  Z 
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Clusters 


(Drop  Forgings.) 


Expanders. 


Dimensions: 


(Combination 
Head  61ip. 


1%  head  and  i^  branch,  No.  1017. 
i^  head  and  i>^  branch,  No.  1017^. 


We  are  sales  agents 
for  these  Clusters 
and    Expanders. 


We  have  made  arrangements  to  furnish  Expanders  and  Clusters 
with  our  Frame  Sets,  as  well  as  Handle-Bar  Clamps  and  Seat-Post 
Binders.  The  Expanders  have  been  in  use  for  the  last  two  years,  and 
are  considered  the  best  in  the  market.     Made  in  the  following  sizes: 


4o 


<gle 


68 


l^o 


Outside  Diam. 

I  3-16  X 

I    1-16  X 

1    1-16  X 

I  X 

7-8  X 


Inside  Diam. 

7-8 

7-8 
13-16 
13-16 

3-4 


This  Cluster  is  machmed 
from  a  Drop  Forging.  Made 
for  either  i^  or  i>^  post  and 
bar,  and  %  x  20  Rear  Stays. 
Seat- Post  Angle,  70°  .  Angle 
of  Rear  Stays,  53°. 


The  H.  J\.  Matthews  Mfg.  Co.,  Seymour.  Conn..  U.  S.  A. 


Kiirdly   mention   The   Wheel. 


Catalogs  now  ready. 
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GOODYEAR    GOODS. 


In  Both  Cycle  and  Carriage  Tires  Ttiis  AI<ron  Con- 
cern Is  Ready  to  Talli  Business. 

Considering  the  severe  competition  in  me- 
dium-priced tires,  the  Goodyear  Tire  &  Rub- 
ber Co.,  of  Akron,  a  concern  less  than  a  year 
old,  has  made  a  remarkable  record  for  itself. 
Although  handicapped  by  a  late  start,  the 
Goodyear  Company  last  season  had  no 
trouble  in  selling  close  to  150,000  pairs  of 
tires.  An  aggressive  policy  and  excellent 
selling  facilities  have  brought  them  a  gener- 
ous slice  of  the  'business  already  placed  this 
season,  so  that  the  Goodyear  outlook  for  a 
good  year  is  most  flattering.  Recent  addi- 
tions to  the  factory  equipment  have  greatly 
increased  their  facilities,  so  that  in  the  near 
future  they  will  commence  turning  out  tires 
at  the  rate  of  2,000  complete  pairs  per  day. 
They  have  orders  enough  on  their  books  to 
keep  the  factory  running  at  this  rate  until 
far  into  the  spring,  and  the  prospects  are  that 
the  total  output  for  1900  will  exceed  200,000 
pairs.  This  is  exclusive  of  a  probable  output 
of  40,000  pairs  of~  solid  carriage  tires;  this 
branch  of  their  business  is  also  growing  at  a 
rapid  rate. 

This  year  the  Goodyear  Company  are  pay- 
ing especial  attention  to  pneumatic  tires  for 
light  carriages  and  motor  vehicles,  and  they 
have  some  very  creditable  orders  for  both. 
They  have  recently  brought  out  a  pneumatic 
for  motor  vehicles  which  is  attracting  much 
favorable  comment  among  the  manufacturers 
of  the  new  vehicle.  It  is  much  heavier  than 
the  ordinary  motor  carriage  tire,  the  outside 
coating  of  rubber  being  the  same  thickness 
all   the   way   around.     Between   each  layer   of 


fabric  there  is  also  a  heavy  coating  of  rubber, 
while  the  inner  wall  is  about  three  times  the 
usual  thickness.  The  result  is  a  tire  which 
is  almost  puncture  proof,  yet  very  lively,  be- 
cause it  is  composed  of  so  much  rubber.  Even 
if  punctured,  it  will  sustain  a  heavy  carriage 
without  flattening  out.  Naturally  the  large 
amount  of  rubber  makes  this  an  expensive  tire 
to  produce,  but  those  who  have  experimented 
with  it  fail  to  find  any  serious  objection  on 
this  point,  because  it  is  claimed  that  the  tire 
will  outwear  several  pairs  of  the  ordinary 
thin  tread  tire.  A  catalogue  of  the  Goodyear 
motor  vehicle  tires  has  just  been  published 
and  will  be  mailed  on  application. 


TIte  Sclirader  Adjustable  Bar. 

The  demand  is  unquestionably  for  adjust- 
able handle-bars,  and  the  next  season  or  two 
is  going  to  witness  some  pretty  sharp  com- 
petition between  the  makers  of  such  goods 
who  have  had  the  call  up  to  this  time,  and 
others  who  liave  new  bars  which  they  believe 
in  to  the  extent  of  being  willing  to  invest 
considerable  money  in  theit  manufacture  and 
introduction. 

The  Schrader  bar,  controlled  by  the  HoUen- 
beck  Saddle  Co.,  of  Syracuse,  is  on.e  of  the 
new  ones  which  is  likely  to  give  the  old  ones 
a  twist.  First,  it  has  that  essential  requisite, 
a  simple,  unobtrusive  joint.  Next,  it  weighs 
con,siderably  less  than  some  others,  although 
it  has  heavier  gauge  tubing.  The  joint  con- 
sists of  a  series  of  flanges,  one  set  on  each 
bar  and  one  on  the  expander,  which  sets  into 
the  head-post.  These  three  sets  of  plates  fit 
into  each  other  and  are  held  together  by  a 
tightened   bolt.      Very   simple,   very   effective. 


The  expander  device,  too,  is  very  simple. 
It  is  tightened  or  loosened  by  an  eccentric, 
operated  by  giving  a  nut  one  turn.  The  nut 
is  easily  gotten  at. 

This  bar  was  invented  by  the  Schrader  who 
was  prominent  in  the  Liberty  Cycle  Co.'s 
mechanical  afifairs  in  Rockaway  and  later  in 
Providence. 

Mr.  Lloyd,  of  the  HoIIenbeck  Saddle  Co., 
has  great  confidence  in  the  new  bar.  So  has 
his  assistant,  Mr.  Dunn.  Both  have  been  on 
the  road    exploiting  it. 


Outlook  for  Tire  Trade. 

Mr.  A.  Straus,  of  the  Straus  Tire  Co.,  New 
York,  has  just  made  an  extended  trip  among 
the  tire  buyers.  In  regard  to  tire  trade,  he 
reports  that  the  prospects  are  that  1900  busi- 
ness will  be  largely  a  duplicate  of  that  of  the 
season  of  1899.  There  is  every  expectation 
of  good  business.  There  is  no  new  factor  in 
the  market  in  the  way  of  tire  improvements 
of  any  radical  importance.  Prices  are  about 
the  same,  and  altogether  the  season  promises 
to  duplicate  that  of  last  year. 


Has  New  Models. 

D.  H.  Chapin,  Eastern  manager  of  the 
Great  Western  Mfg.  Co.,  of  La  Porte,  Ind.. 
has  just  received  the  1900  models  produced 
by  that  branch  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co. 
They  include  the  Lonn,  Adlake  and  America 
bicycles  and  will  list  from  $25  to  $60,  the  lat- 
ter being  the  Adlake  special,  a  nineteen  pound 
racer,  which  will  undoubtedly  prove  a  good 
seller.  Mr.  Chapin  has.  a  wide  acquaintance 
in  the  retail  trade  and  is  enthusiastic  over  the 
prospects  of  the  coming  season. 


©utsideJobbers  and  Dealers. 

II     We   call   your   attention   to   the  outside  appearance  of  the 

EeHPSE  Gas  LAMP. 

Its    general    appearance   is   such   that   it    adds   to    the   beauty  of  a 
wheeL     Its  light=giving  power  is  immense. 

We   have   the   best  acetylene   gas    generator   ever   produced. 
We   want   to   prove   this   to   every   reliable   jobber   and   dealer. 
Order   a   sample,    try  it   and  test   it;   if   not    satisfactory    you    can 

return   it  for  credit.     We  are  in  a  position  to  fill  orders  and  make 

immediate   shipments. 
Will  furnish  electros  for  your  catalogue  and  quote  prices  on  application. 

ECLIPSE  BieveLE  e©.,  Elmira,  N.  Y. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


1899. 
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THE  GEORGE  N.  PIERCE  CO. 


1900  List  Prices. 


Chainless  Cushion  Frame, 
Special  Cushion  Frame, 
Special  Racer,     -      -      - 
Special  Road,       -      -      - 
Regular  Road,     -      - 


$75.00 
55.00 
50.00 
50.00 
40.00 


The  Finest  Bicycle  Ever  Built  in  America. 
Equipment  Distinctly  the  Best. 


BUFFALO. 


BOSTON.  NEW   YORK. 

Kindly  mention  The   Wheel. 


DENVER. 


THE  BIG  LAMP  SUCCESS 
OF  THE  YEAR! 

%0.K.  1900 

The  O.  K.   1900  Model  is  pre-eminently  the 
lamp  of  the  year.    The  reasons  for  this  are: 


m 


First — It  is  made  of  23-gauge  brass,  perfect  in  workmanship,  finish  and  mechanical  con- 
struction. 

Second — It  weighs  away  tinder  2  lbs.  The  rider  doesn't  have  to  carry  a  locomotive  head- 
light. 

Third — There  is  nothing  to  wear  out,  or  get  out  of  order ;  all  parts  are  interchangeable. 
Fourth — This  is  where  the  dealer  is  interested:  Notwithstanding  its  general  superiority 
in  material,  finish,  construction,  light  giving  and  general  satisfying  qualities,  the 
price  is  far  lower  than  any  other  lamp  in  the  leading  class. 

OUR  ELECTROS  ARE  READY  FOR  YOUR  CATALOGUE.  ^^  WE  ARE  READY  TO  QUOTE  PRICES. 

THE  SEAL  LOCK  CO.,  '^  Washington  st..   CHICAGO. 

Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 
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Pneumatic  Tires  for  the  Human  Toot. 

Turning  to  account  the  success  of  pneu- 
matic tires  on  bicycles,  an  Italian,  Signer 
Emico  del  Pablo,  of  Undine,  has  recently  in- 
vented a  very  ingenious  sole  for  men's  boots, 
on  the  pneumatic  principle.  Under  the  ball 
of  the  foot,  and  attached  to  the  sole,  is  placed 
a  tube  of  India-rubber,  somewhat  stiff,  in 
horsesho^  shape,  with  three  openings,  one  at 
each  end  and  one  in  the  middle,  these  open- 
ings being  in  communication  with  the  out- 
side air  by  means  of  a  channel  leading  from 
the  horseshoe  tube  to  the  heel.  When  the 
foot  is  lifted,  as  in  marching,  the  horseshoe 
tube  is  filled  with  air,  and  when  it  is  placed 
upon  the  ground,  it  is  supported  on  a  species 
of  air-cushion,  the  air  finding  exit  and  egress 
through  the  holes;  thus  there  is  a  diminution 
of  shock  and  a  perceptible  relief  from  the  fa- 
tigue of  the  feet  after  a  long  march.  In  Eng- 
land they  have  long  made  pneumatic  boots  to 
be  used  by  runners  on  race-tracks;  at  the  tip 
end  of  the  boot  is  placed  the  air  chamber,  and 
above  this  is  a  sort  of  sack,  made  of  kid,  into 
which  the  racer  slips  his  feet. 


Southern    Supply    Co.,    bicycle    dealers    at 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  are  being  sued  for  $400. 

IMPROVED   DINING   CAR  SERVICE. 

Nickel  Plate  Train  No.  3,  leaving  Buffalo  at  7.10 
a.  m.  daily,  has  a  dining  car  attached,  serving  break- 
fast immediately  after  departure  from  Buffalo.  Lun- 
cheon and  dinner  will  also  be  served  at  convenient 
•  hours.  The  meals  on  'the  Nickel  Plate  dining  cars 
have  already  a  national  reputation  for  excellence, 
and  this  improved  service  will  no  doubt  be  appre- 
ciated by  the  patrons  of  the  popular  Nickel  Plate 
Road. 


Dusty  Roads.   Noisy  Chains, 

The    Morse    Twin    Roller    Chains    run 

SMOOTHLY,  QUIETLY  and  FREELY 

In    DUST    or    MUD. 

As  the  pendulum 
swings,  so  the  joint 
of  the  Morse  Chain 
rocks. 

No  Rub, 

No  Slide. 

Lasts  longer,  runs 
easier  than  any  other 
chain  made.  Pendu- 
lum will  swing  on 
the  Morse  Joint  45 
minutes  and  on  the 
pin  joint  about  5  sec- 
onds. Large  swing- 
ing model  sent  free 
to  agents  ordering 
three  chains. 


Write  for  Illustrated  Cir- 
cular and  Price  to 


MORSE  CHAIN  CO.. 

Trumansburg,  N.  Y. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 

Look  at  your  Teeth; 

they  need  cleaning.  Tartar  Tablets  will  quickly 
remove  all  discolorations.  No  acids  or  chemi- 
cals. Harmless  and  Pleasant.  Use  ordinary 
brush.  By  mail,  25c.  Tartar  Tablet  Co.,  489  5th 
Ave.,  N.   Y.   City. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


ADLETS. 

For  Sale,  Excbanse,  Etc.  —  Twenty-five  words, 
thirty-five  cents.  Earfi  additional  word  two  cents. 
Cash  invariably  in  advance. 

Situations  and  Help  Wanted. —  Answers  received 
in  confidence  and  forwarded  without  charge.  (Rate: 
25  words,  one  time,  50  cents;  three  times,  tl.OO;  50 
words,  one  time,  |1.00;  four  times,  $3.00;  75  words, 
one  time,  $1.50;  four  times,  $5.00.  Displayed  adver- 
tisements: One-half  inch,  one  time,  $1.00;  four  times, 
$3.00;  one  inch,  one  time,  $1.50;  four  times,  $5.00. 


PATENTS.— H.  W.  T.  Jenner,  patent  attorney  and 
-*-  mechanical  expert,  608  F  street,  Washington,  D. 
C.  Established  1883.  I  make  an  examination  free  of 
charge,  and  report  if  a  patent  can  be  had  and  exactly 
how  much  it  will  cost.     Send  for  circular. 


CUSHMAN 


DENISON,  MFRS.,  NEW  YORK. 


W^ 


ANTED — Situation  by  a  man  of  four  years'  ex- 
perience; have  spent  three  months  of  each  year 
looking  after  wholesale  trade;  have  managed  large  re- 
tail branch  balance  of  time;  best  of  references.  Ad- 
dress J.,   care  The  Wheel. — 30^p. 

Th*  or  sale — Elegant  bicycle  store,  shop,  tools, 
••■  machinery,  etc.,  doing  good  business  in  one  of 
the  best  towns  on  Long  Island;  have  excellent  trade 
among  aristocracy  and  get  good  prices;  build  50 
special  wheels  per  season,  have  demand  for  more, 
at  prices  from  $50  to  $85;  no  debts;  everything  in 
first-class  shape;  this  is  a  rare  chance  for  energetic 
business  man.  Address  Chas.  W.  Wilcox,  P.  O.  Box 
444,   New   York. 

XpOR  SALE — A  bicycle  store  in  a  desirable  location 
-•-  on  New  York  city  boulevard  (Broadway)  below 
110th  St. ;  fully  equipped  repair  department,  with  up- 
to-date  machinery  and  tools;  owner  willing  to  sacri- 
fice the  good-will,  etc.,  of  this  'business  in  order  to 
give  his  entire  attention  to  other  interests.  "For 
Sale,"   P.    O.    Box   444. 

A  DVERTISER,  lately  general  manager  for  a  well- 
■^^  known  English  cycle  concern,  is  open  to  repre- 
sent an  American  cycle  or  motor  car  firm  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland;  can  introduce  and  push  business 
amongst  the  best  agents,  and  with  a  well-made  free 
wheel  machine  will  guarantee  a  handsome  turnover; 
thoroughly   practical   and   well    recommended   by   late 

directors.    Address   W.   B.,  care  of  The  Wheel. 

TV/TANUFACTURERS  of  Ibicycles  and.  sundries, 
•'■'•'-  phonographs,  jewelry,  clocks  and  sporting  goods; 
please  send  catalogues,  together  with  trade  discounts, 
to  L.  C.  Dalton,  37  North  1st  St.,  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J. 

T^ ANTED — Large  or  small  lots  of  bicycles,  com- 
'"'  plete  or  stripped;  tires,  saddles,  pedals,  bars 
and  equipments  or  sundries  of  any  kind;  will  pay  spot 
cash;  describe  goods  and  name  bottom  price.  Mead 
Cycle   Company,   Chicago,   111. 

WANTED, 

Good    man,   immediately,    to    sell    D.    &   J. 
Hangers  in  the  East. 

PARK  CITY  MFG.   CO., 
***  Chicago,   111. 


NICKEL   PLATING 

ALU    SORTS. 

TILLMANN  $c  ECKSTEIN. 

91   Elizabeth  Street,  New  York, 


ESTABLISHED    1860. 


NEAR   GRAND  STREET. 


TO  I,OS  ANGEI/BS    AND    SOUTHERN    CAI,1- 
FORNIA. 

Every  Friday  night,  at  10.35  p.  m.,  a  through  Tour- 
ist Car  for  Los  Angeles  and  Southern  California, 
leaves  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway 
Union  Passenger  Station.  Chicago,  via  Omaha,  Colo- 
rado Springs  and  Salt  Lake  City,  for  all  points  in 
Colorado,  Utah,    .Nevada  and   California. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  Pullman  porter,  each  car 
is  accompanied  by  an  intelligent,  competent  and  cour- 
teous "courier,"  who  will  attend  to  the  wants  of  pas- 
sengers en  route.  This  is  an  entirely  new  feature  of 
tourist  car  service,  and  will  be  appreciated  by  families 
or  by  ladies  traveling  alone.  Particular  attention  is 
paid  to  the  care  of  children,  who  usually  get  weary 
on  a  long  journey. 

These  tourist  cars  are  sleeping  cars  supplied  with 
all  the  accessories  necessary  to  make  the  journey  com- 
fortable and  pleasant,  and  the  berth  rate  (each  berth 
will  accommodate  two  persons)  is  only  $6  from  Chi- 
cago to  California.  Ask  the  nearest  ticket  agent  for 
a  tourist  car  folder,  or  address  Geo.  H.  Heafford, 
General  Pass,  and  Ticket  Agent,  Chicago,  111.        ,*, 


ASPHALT  PAVEMENTS 

THE    BARBER  ASPHALT   PAVING   CO. 

Endorsed  by  the  L.  A.  W.  everywhere. 


THE  STANDARD  PAVE- 
MENT OF  AMERICA.^  ^ 


Kindly  mention  Tlie  Wheel. 


No.  II    BROADWAY,  NEW   YORK. 


Copyright  by  F.   P.  Peial  Co. 
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The  Tillinghast  Single  -Tube 

Tire  Patent  Is  Sustained* 


Colonel  Theodore  A.  Dodge  authorizes  the  statement  that  he  owns 
the  Tillinghast  single-tube  patent,  all  statements  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding, and  that  he  has  no  idea  of  divesting  himself  of  its  pos- 
session. 


COLONEL  THEODORE  A.  DODGE,  New  York  City,  has  issued  a  state- 
ment that  his  suit  to  sustain  the  vaHdity  of  the  famous  Tillinghast  patent 
on  single  tube  tires  has  been  decided  in  his  favor  by  a  decree  of  the  U.  S.  Court 
of  the  First  Circuit,  Boston,  on  Tuesday,  of  this  week.  Colonel  Dodge  an- 
nounces: "The  following  licensees  alone  are  authorized  to  make  and  sell  single 
tube  tires  for  bicycles: 

B.  F.  GOODRICH  CO., 

HARTFORD   RUBBER  WORKS, 

REVERE  RUBBER   CO., 

MECHANICAL  FABRIC  CO., 

BOSTON   WOVEN   HOSE   &  RUBBER   CO., 

NEWTON  RUBBER  WORKS, 

HODGMAN  RUBBER   CO., 

L.  C.  CHASE  &  CO., 

WESTERN  WHEEL  WORKS. 

"No  licenses  covering  tires  for  use  on  vehicles  have  as  yet  been  issued.  Manu- 
facturers, dealers  and  all  other  persons  are  warned  not  to  make,  sell  or  use  any 
unlicensed  tires." 


TEXT  OF  THE   DECISION. 


CIRCUIT  COURT  OF  I'ilE  UNITED  STATES, 
DISTRICT  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 

In  Equity.     No.  764. 

Theodore  A.  Dodge  v.  Fred  Howard  Porter  et  al. 

OPINION  OF  THE  COURT. 

November  14,  1899. 

Colt,  J.  This  suit  relates  to  patent  No.  497,971, 
granted  May  23,  1893,  to  Pardon  W.  Tillinghast,  for 
a  pneumatic  tire. 

The  patent  describes  a  single  tube  pneumatic  tire 
composed  of  two  annular  rubber  tubes  with  inter- 
vening fabric  all  vulcanized  together  and  forming 
a  complete  integral  tire  having  all  of  its  component 
parts  securely  united. 

Previous  to  the  Tillinghast  tire  the  double-tube 
pneumatic  tire  was  in  common  use.  It  was  to 
overcome  what  the  patentee  regarded  as  defects  in 
the  double-tube  structure  that  he  invented  his  single- 
tube  tire. 

In  defining  the  invention,  Tillinghast  says  in  his 
patent: 

Heretofore,  pneumatic  tires  have  been  constructed 
with  an  interior  air  tube  of  vulcanized  rubber,  pro- 
vided with  a  covering  of  canvas,  and  a  separately 
vulcanized  outer  rubber  covering  having  all  its  joints 
and     parts     cemented     together     after     vulcanization. 


(iTires   so    constructed,   however,    are   liable    to    be   ren- 

'  dered  useless,  owing  to   the  chafing   and   wear  of   the 

parts    in  contact   with   each   other,    and   the   cemented 

joints  are  liable  to  separation  under  the  strain  caused 

by  the  constant  flexing  of  the  tire  at  the  tread. 

It  is  the  object  of  my  invention  to  provide  a  tire 
which  will  be  free  from  internal  chafing,  and  that 
will  have  no  joints  or  parts  cemented  or  otherwise 
connected  after  vulcanization,  to  become  separated  by 
use,  and  that  can  also  be  more  readily  attached  to 
the  rim  of  the  wheel,  and  be  easily  repaired. 

My  invention  consists  in  the  combination  of  an 
annular  inner  rubber  air  tube,  an  outer  rubber  cover- 
ing, and  an  intervening  layer  of  braided  or  woven 
fabric,  the  several  parts  being  joined  to  form  a  com- 
plete annular  tire,  while  the  rubber  is  in  an  unvulcan- 
ized  condition,  and  then,  all  vulcanized  together,  so 
that  the  textile  layer  will  become  attached  by  the 
process  of  vulcanization,  to  both  the  inner  rubber 
tube  and  the  outer  rubber  covering,  and  when  a 
loosely  woven  or  braided  fabric  is  employed  the  air 
tube  and  the  outer  rubber  covering  will  also  be 
united  to  each  other  through  the  interstices  of  the 
fabric,  the  textile  covering  of  the  air  tube  serving 
to  prevent  the  bursting  of  the  said  tube  when  sub- 
jected to  pressure,  and  at  the  same  time  allowing  the 
side  walls  of  the  tire  to  yield  freely  when  passing 
over  an  uneven  surface. 

The  claims  in  controversy  are  as  follows: 

1.  A  pneumatic  tire,  consisting  of  a  rubber  air 
tube,  and  outer  covering,  substantially  as  specified, 
with  the  ends  of  the  air  tube  and  other  component 
parts  securely  united  by  vulcanization,  substantially 
as  described,  thereby  constituting  an  integral  com- 
plete  tire. 


2.  A  pneumatic  tire,  composed  of  a  rubber  tube, 
an  intermediate  layer  of  fabric,  and  an  outer  cover- 
ing of  rubber,  substantially  as  described,  having  all 
its  rubber  joints  and  component  parts  simultaneously 
vulcanized  together,  forming  an  integral  annular  tire. 

The  evidence  shows  that  Tillinghast  invented  his 
single-tube  pneumatic  tire,  and  disclosed  it  to  others, 
as  early  as  the  summer  of  1890,  and  that,  consequently, 
his  invention  antedates  the  Boothroyd  article  in  "The 
Cyclist,"  describing  a  single-tube  pneumatic  tire, 
which  was  published  in  England  in  December,  1890. 

In  the  summer  of  1890,  Tillinghast  was  engaged  in 
perfecting  several  other  improvements  in  bicycle 
tires  which  he  thought  at  the  time  would  yield  him 
a  more  immediate  pecuniary  return  than  his  single- 
tube  pneumatic  tire.  These  improvements  related  to 
a  puncture-proof  tread  and  an  automatic  pump;  and 
between  April,  1891,  and  July,  1892,  he  was  granted 
five  patents  covering  these  inventions. 

First  Patent  in  1891. 

He  first  applied  for  a  patent  for  his  single-tube 
pneumatic  tire  November  20,  1891.  This  application 
was  several  times  rejected  and  several  times  amended. 
On  September  2,  1892,  he  withdrew  his  first  applica- 
tion and  filed  a  new  application,  with  a  request  that  it 
be  substituted  for  the  old  one.  This  request  was 
granted,  and  the  patent  was  finally  issued  on  May 
23,   1893. 

Under  these  circumstances  there  is  no  ground  for 
holding  that  the  patentee  is  chargeable  with  any  such 
laches  in  taking  out  his  patent  as  to  render  it  void. 
Hubel  v.  Dick,  28  Fed.  Rep.  132,  140;  National  Cash- 
Register  Company  v.  Lamson  Consolidated  Store- 
Service   Company,   60   Fed.   Rep.   603. 

The  principal  defence  in  this  case  is  that  the  Til- 
linghast patent,  in  view  of  the  prior  art,  is  void  for 
want  of  invention. 

In  considering  the  prior  art  as  bearing  on  the 
validity  of  this  patent  the  evidence  discloses  several 
things  which  should  be  borne  in  mind.  Although 
the  rubber-tire  art  goes  back  to  1877,  Tillinghast  was 
the  first  to  produce  a  practical  and  efficient-  single- 
tube  pneumatic  tire.  His  invention  was  not  a  mere 
improvement  upon  prior  structures  of  the  same  type. 
The  device  has  proved  of  great  utility,  and  marks  a 
distinct  advance  in  the  art.  The  Tillinghast  tire  to 
a  large  extent  has  supplanted  in  this  country  all 
other  kinds  of  tires  used  on  bicycles. 

Wliat  Tillinghast  Worked  For. 

The  history  of  the  rubber-tire  art  exhibits  several 
distinct  types,  known  respectively  as  the  solid  tire, 
the  cushion  tire,  and  the  pneumatic  tire.  The  advan- 
tages derived  from  the  solid  and  cushion  tires  are 
due  to  the  resiliency  of  the  rubber.  The  pneumatic 
tire  does  not  depend  upon  the  resiliency  of  the  rub- 
ber, but  upon  the  resiliency  of  the  air  with  which  it 
is  inflated.  The  highly  compressed  air  furnishes  the 
highest  degree  of  resiliency,  and  the  elasticitiy  of  the 
rubber  is  only  incidentally  made  available.  Previous 
to  the  Tillinghast  invention  the  only  practical  pneu- 
matic tire  known  was  the  Dunlop  tire.  This  tire 
consisted  of  two  tubes.  It  was  constructed  of  a 
vulcanized  inner  rubber  air  tube  and  a  separately  vul- 
canized outer  cover,  the  air  tube  and  the  cover  being 
separate  from  each  other.  The  Dunlop  tire  was  de- 
fective owing  to  the  chafing  and  wear  of  the  parts 
in  contact  with  each  other,  due  to  having  the  inner 
rubber  air  tube  separate  from  the  outer  rubber  cover. 
It  was  to  overcome  tlie  objections  to  this  form  of 
tire  that  Tillinghast  invented  his  single-tube  tire 
composed  of  an  inner  rubber  air  tube,  an  outer  rub- 
ber covering  and  an  intervening  fabric,  inseparably 
united  by  vulcanization. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  rubber-tire  art  which  can  be 
seriously  considered  as  an  anticipation  of  the  Tilling- 
hast structure.  The  solid  rubber  tire  and  the  cushion 
rubber  tire  were  not  adapted  to  be  inflated,  and  are 
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manifestly  different  in  construction  and  function. 
The  only  prior  structures  which  bear  directly  on  the 
question  of  anticipation  relate  to  pneumatic  tires. 
This  branch  of  the  art,  as  revealed  in  the  present 
record,  comprises  four  patents  of  pneumatic  tires, 
and  the  Dunlop  tire  already  commented  upon.  The 
earliest  pneumatic  tire  is  described  in  the  Thomson 
patent  of  May  8,  1847.  In  this  tire  the  air  tube  com- 
posed of  "sulphurized  caoutchouc,  or  gutta-percha," 
is  enclosed  in  an  outer  casing  made  of  segments  of 
leather  riveted  together.  This  casing  also  serves  to 
attach  the  tire  to  the  wheel  rim.  It  is  apparent  that 
this  structure  is  not  an  anticipation  of  the  Tillinghast 
tire.  Reference  is  also  made  to  the  three  Thomas 
patents  dated  March  12,  1889.  In  these  patents  the 
principal  feature  of  novelty  consisted  in  having  the 
tread  portion  thicker  or  tougher  than  the  other  parts 
of  the  tire.  These  patents  do  not  describe  a  single- 
tube  pneumatic  tire  having  the  structural  character- 
istics of  the  Tillinghast  tire.  They  do  not  disclose  a 
single-tube  tire  composed  of  an  inner  rubber  air 
tube,  and  outer  rubber  cover,  and  an  intervening 
fabric,  all  vulcanized  together.  The  only  other  tire 
in  the  prior  art  at  the  date  of  the  Tillinghast  inven- 
tion was  the  Dunlop  tire.  This  tire,  as  we  have 
already  said,  was  a  double-tube  tire,  and  it  mani- 
festly is  not  an  anticipation  of  the  Tillinghast  device. 

No  Prior  Art  in  Tliis  Case. 

In  the  construction  of  a  pneumatic  tire,  Thomson, 
in  his  patent  of  1847,  considered  an  outer  cover  neces- 
sary for  the  protection  of  the  inner  rubber  air  tube, 
but  did  not  conceive  the  idea  of  making  the  inner 
rubber  air  tube  an  integral  part  of  the  outer  cover. 
In  the  Thomas  1889  patent  it  was  thought  that  a 
pneumatic  tire  could  be  made  out  of  a  single  annular 
rubber  tube  without  any  intervening  fabric.  The 
Dunlop  conception  embodied  a  vulcanized  inner  rub- 
ber air  tube  and  a  vulcanized  outer  rubber  cover 
which  were  separate  from  each  other.  This  was  the 
condition  of  the  art  at  the  time  Tillinghast  made 
his  invention.  He  was  the  first  to  conceive  the  idea 
of  making  the  inner  rubber  air  tube  and  the  inter- 
vening fabric  an  integral  part  of  the  outer  rubber 
cover,  and  so  prevent  the  inner  rubber  air  tube  from 
creeping  or  chafing  against  the  interior  surface  of 
the  outer  rubber  cover.  It  is  clear  that  the  Tilling- 
hast patent  is  not  void  for  want  of  invention  by  reason 
of  anything  which  is  found  in  the  prior  rubber-tire 
art. 

A  Hose  is  Not  a  Tire. 

Nor,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  Tillinghast  patent  void 
for  lack  of  invention  by  reason  of  anything  which  is 
found  in  the  prior  rubber-hose  art,  or  in  the  prior 
rubber-gasket  art.  It  appears  from  several  American 
and  British  patents  that  it  was  the  common  practice, 
previous  to  1890,  to  manufacture  rubber  hose  com- 
posed of  an  inner  rubber  tube  and  an  outer  rubber 
covering,  with  intervening  fabric,  all  vulcanized  to- 
gether. As  this  is  not  disputed,  it  is  unnecessary  to 
refer  specifically  to  any  of  these  patents.  But,  not- 
withstanding this  fact,  it  still  remains  true  that  a 
pneumatic  tire  is  quite  a  different  thing  from  a  rub- 
ber hose,  and  that  each  belongs  to  a  distinct  art.  A 
rubber  hose  is  a  tubing  of  indefinite  length  open  at 
both  ends.  It  is  not  an  annular  pneumatic  tube 
forming  a  tire.  There  is  nothing  in  the  structure  of 
rubber-hose  tubing,  nor  in  the  various  modes  of  pro- 
ducing such  tubing,  nor  in  the  uses  to  which  such 
tubing  is  put,  which  affords  any  suggestion  leading 
to  the  production  of  a  pneumatic  tire.  Nor  does  a 
rubber  hose  suggest  that  a  tire  having  the  struc- 
tural characteristics  of  the  Tillinghast  patent  would 
possess  any  special  utility  or  advantages  over  other 
pneumatic  tires. 

Nor  Are  Gasl(ets  Tires. 

Rubber  gaskets  were  constructed  substantially  the 
same  as  the  Tillinghast  tire.  They  were  used  for 
making  tight  joints  in  a  vessel  for  treating  sugar- 
cane and  bagasse.  They  are  shown  in  the  Duval 
patent  of  1887.  The  Duval  structure  comprises  a 
large  vertical  chamber  to  hold  the  crushed  cane.  The 
chamber  is  closed  at  its  lower  end  by  a  removable 
bottom  which  may  be  opened  to  permit  the  refuse 
solid  matter  to  be  discharged  after  treatment.  The 
bottom  must  close  against  the  lower  end  of  the 
chamber  with  a  tight  joint,  and  to  secure  this  result 
the  joint  is  provided  with  a  rubber  gasket  or  packing 
ring.     The  specification  of  the  patent  says: 

The  said  jacket  has  formed  in  its  lower  edge  a 
circular  groove,  in  which  is  received  a  tube,  G,  of 
India  rubber,  filled  with  water  under  pressure,  the 
said  tube  forming  a  packing  to  make  a  tight  joint 
between  the  said  jacket  and  a  movable  trap,  which 
serves  to  close  the  bottom  of  said  jacket  and  that 
of  the  vessel  A. 

What  has  been  said  with  respect  to  rubber  hose 
may  be  repeated  as  to  the  rubber  gasket,  namely. 
that  there  is  nothing  in  its  structure,  or  in  the  mode 


of  its  production,  or  in  the  use  to  which  it  is  put 
that  affords  any  suggestion  that  a  pneumatic  tire 
having  such  structural  characteristics  would  be  of 
any  special  utility,  or  would  solve  the  problem  of  a 
practical  and  efficient  pneumatic  tire. 

In  determining  the  question  of  anticipation  of  the 
Tillinghast  patent  based  upon  what  was  old  in  the 
rubber-hose  art,  and  in  the  rubber-gasket  art,  it  is 
well  to  bear  in  mind  the  language  of  Mr.  Justice 
Brown,  speaking  for  the  Supreme  Court,  in  Topliff 
V.  Topliff,  145  U.  S.   156,  161: 

It  is  not  sufficient  to  constitute  an  anticipation  that 
the  device  relied  upon  might,  by  modification,  be 
made  to  accomplish  the  function  performed  by  the 
patent'  in  question,  if  it  were  not  designed  by  its 
maker,  nor  adapted,  nor  actually  used,  for  the  per- 
formance  of  such   functions. 

The  inventive  thought  of  Tillinghast  was  in  the 
pneumatic  tire  itself,  and  not  in  the  method  of  uniting 
two  annular  rubber  tubes  and  an  intervening  fabric, 
which  method  may  previously  have  been  adopted  for 
various  purposes.  The  mere  fact  that  it  was  old  to 
vulcanize  together  an  inner  rubber  tube,  an  inter- 
vening fabric,  and  an  outer  rubber  cover,  in  the 
rubber-hose  art,  and  in  the  rubber-gasket  art,  does 
not  prove  that  there  was  no  invention  in  the  appli- 
cation of  such  a  method  of  construction,  with  such 
modifications  as  must  be  made,  to  a  pneumatic  tire. 
Although  hose  pipes  and  gaskets  had  been  manufac- 
tured for  years  prior  to  the  Tillinghast  invention,  it 
did  not  occur  to  any  skilled  mechanic  that  their 
method  of  construction  could  be  successfully  applied 
to  the  production  of  a  pneumatic  tire. 

Credit  Wliere  Credit's   Due. 

From  the  best  consideration  I  am  able  to  give  the 
question  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  there  is  nothing 
found  in  the  prior  art  which  anticipates  the  Tilling- 
hast patent,  and  that,  admitting  the  method  of  in- 
separably uniting  by  vulcanization  an  inner  rubber 
tube,  an  intermediate  fabric  and  an  outer  rubber 
cover  was  old  in  rubber  hose  and  rubber  gaskets,  the 
conception  that  such  a  form  of  construction  would 
produce  a  practical  and  efficient  pneumatic  tire  con- 
stituted invention  within  the  meaning  of  the  patent 
laws  of  the  United  States.  The  pneumatic  rubber- 
tire  art  dates  back  half  a  century.  This  record  does 
not  show  that  either  the  Thomson  patent  of  1847 
or  the  later  Thomas  patents  of  1889  describe  practical 


THE  BOnOM-BRACKET  SUiT. 


One  good  reason  for  fighting  the  pending 
bottom-bracket  suit  to  a  finish;  the  value  of 
a  decision  upholding  the  patent.  Two  rea- 
sons for  dropping  it  now:  no  risk  of  having 
an  adverse  decision  rendered,  and  saving  of 
money  to  be  used  in  future  legal  warfare. 

It  has  not  yet  been  decided  to  drop  the 
suit,  but  there  is  excellent  reason  for  believ- 
ing it  will  not  go  further. 

tires.  The  Dunlop  double-tube  tire  undoubtedly  went 
into  general  use,  but  it  was  defective  by  reason  of 
its  duplex  structure.  Tillinghast,  by  uniting  the 
different  parts  into  an  integral  whole,  overcame  the 
defects  in  the  Dunlop  tire,  and  produced  a  really 
efficient  and  practical   pneumatic  tire. 

The  Tillinghast  invention  may  seem  simple  now 
that  it  has  been  disclosed.  This  is  often  true  of 
very  important  inventions.  Upon  this  point  it  is 
well  to  remember  the  language  of  the  Supreme  Court 
in  the  case  of  Loom  Company  v.  Higgins,  105  U.  S. 
580,  591.  In  that  case,  Mr.  Justice  Bradley,  speaking 
for  the  court,  said: 

It  is  further  argued,  however,  that,  supposing  the 
devices  to  be  sufficiently  described,  they  do  not  show 
any  invention;  and  that  the  combination  set  forth  in 
the  fifth  claim  is  a  mere  aggregation  of  old  devices, 
already  well  known;  and  therefore  it  is  not  patentable. 
This  argument  would  be  sound  if  the  combination 
claimed  by  Webster  was  an  obvious  one  for  attain- 
ing the  advantages  proposed — one  which  would  occur 
to  any  mechanic  skilled  in  the  art.  But  it  is  plain 
from  the  evidence,  and  from  the  very  fact  that  it  was 
not  sooner  adopted  and  used,  that  it  did  not,  for 
years,  occur  in  this  light  to  even  the  most  skillful 
persons.  It  may  have  been  under  their  very  eyes, 
they  may  almost  be  said  to,  have  stumbled  over  it; 
but  they  certainly  failed  to  see  it,  to  estimate  its 
value,  and  to  bring  it  into  notice.  *  *  *  At  this 
point  we  are  constrained  to  say  that  we  cannot  yield 
our  assent  to  the  argument,  that  the  combination  of 
the  different  parts  or  elements  for  attaining  the  object 
in  view  was  so  obvious  as  to  merit  no  title  to  inven- 
tion. Now  that  it  has  succeeded  it  may  seem  very 
plain  to  anyone  that  he  could  have  done  it  as  well. 
This  is  often  the  case  with  inventions  of  the  greatest 
merit. 

Let    a    decree    be    entered    for  an    injunction   and 
account,   in  accordance  with  the  prayer  of  the  bill. 


Tlie  Tillinghast  Patent. 

It  has  been  bruited  about  that  Col.  Theo- 
dore A.  Dodge  is  not  really  the  owner  of  the 
Tillinghast  single  tube  tire  patent;  that  in 
the  suit  now  pending  to  prove  the  patent's 
validity.  Col.  Dodge  merely  represented  Col. 
Pope,  and  that  now  the  patent  belongs  to  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.  It  has  also  been  stated, 
on  the  contrary,  that  Col.  Pope  has  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  patent,  but  that  if  it  proves 
valid  Col.  Dodge  will  transfer  it  to  the  Rub- 
ber Goods  Mfg.  Co. 

All  of  which  makes  Col.  Dodge  laugh.  He 
declares  that  not  only  does  he  own  the  patent 
but  that  he  has  no  desire  to  sell  it. 


been  prominent  in  the  trade— men  who  make 
wheels  and  sell  them— are  daily  to  be  seen  in 
the  building,  and  that  there  is  earnest  activity 
all  over  the  place  is  not  to  be  denied. 

Mr.  A.  G.  Spalding  is  always  there  or 
thereabouts,  and  is  making  a  very  active 
drive  with  the  affairs  of  the  corporation.  He 
is  constantly  on  tap  to  this,  that  or  the  other 
man,  and  speed  is  the  order  of  the  day.  Of 
course.  Vice-president  Col.  George  Pope, 
Treasurer  Garford  and  the  others  are  all  on 
deck.  Frequently  the  Executive  Committee 
meet,  and  Col.  Albert  A.  Pope,  R.  Phillip 
Gormully  and  others  are  to  be  frequently 
found  in  the  corporation's  executive  offices. 


A  Twenty-Second  floor  Picture. 

The  ofificers  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co. 
are  all  activity  these  days.  The  A.  B.  C.  is 
experiencing  the  usual  chaos  and  friction  in- 
cidental to  the  floating  of  a  big  corporation, 
but  this  unsettledness  is  becoming  less  and 
less  each  day.  The  grooves  of  operation  are 
daily  becoming  deeper,  and  soon  things  will 
move  more  or  less  in  a  frictionless  rut.  The 
men  who  have  charge  of  affairs  are  daily  set- 
tling complex  questions,  are  daily  outlining 
fixed  policies.  They  themselves  are  becom- 
ing more  fitted  to  the  work,  are  becoming 
more   used  to   the  corporation   atmosphere. 

.'Vs  the  trade  now  knows,  the  corporation, 
occupies  an  entire  floor  in  the  Park  Row 
Building,  this  building  itself  being  a  gigantic 
structure.  The  ofifices  run  around  the  hall  in 
square  sort  of  fashion,  and  there  is  lots  of 
corridor  room.  In  fact,  so  large  are  the  cor- 
ridors and  so  many  are  the  corners  on  this 
floor  that  there  is  ample  opportunity  for  cor- 
ridor gossip.     A  great  many  men  who  have 


Col.  Pope  Met  a  Reporter. 

Col.  A.  A.  Pope  has  been  in  Chicago,  and 
was  encountered  by  a  newspaper  reporter, 
with  this  result:    • 

"Asked  regarding  the  recent  sales  of  rub- 
ber mills  in  Hartford  belonging  to  the  Pope 
Mfg.  Co.  to  Charles  R.  Flint,  who  is  sup- 
posed to  represent  the  new  large  trust,  he 
said  the  coinpany  had  merely  disposed  of 
properties  it  could  not  use  to  advantage. 

"He  said  his  visit  in  Chicago  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  automobile  or  bicycle  business, 
but  intimated  some  connection  with  rubber 
tubing." 

Bouglit  Out  Beebe. 

In  Racine,  Wis.,  the  Wisconsin  Wheel 
Works  has  been  organized,  with  W.  F.  Lewis, 
president;  C.  D.  Sinclair,  vice-president; 
Henry  J.  Van  Arsdale,  secretary;  W.  M.  Lew- 
is, treasurer.  Capital,  $1.50,000.  The  com- 
pany has  bought  out  the  Beebe  Mfg.  Co.,  and 
will  manufacture  bicycles. 
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A*  B.  C.  Evidently  Wants 

to  Buy  Some  More  Plants* 


Those  who  have  believed,  or  tried  to  be- 
Heve,  that  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  has  com- 
pleted its  growth  and  discontinued  the  policy 
of  benevolent  assimilation,  may  be  treated  to 
a  few  surprises  before  the  world  is  very  much 
older. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  The  Wheel 
stated  quite  recently  that  certain  concerns 
which  had  placed  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  A. 
G.  Spalding,  as  an  individual,  statistical  in- 
formation regarding  their  plants  and  busi- 
nesses, had  been  asked  by  Mr.  Spalding  for 
permission  to  place  the  data  in  the  possession 
of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.,  with  a  view  to 
offers  of  purchase  being  made  by  the  big  or- 
ganization. 

Whether  the  National  American  Cycle  Co., 
of  Akron,  O.,  was  one  of  these  concerns  is 
not  known,  but  the  fact  is  that  negotiations 
have  been  opened  between  that  company  and 


the  A.  B.  C.  President  Pfieuger,  of  the  Ak- 
ron concern,  has  been  in  New  York,  and  re- 
turned home  Tuesday.  While  he  was  en 
route  the  company  wired  from  Akron  as  fol- 
lows: 

"The  inducement  to  sell  out  is  not  very 
strong,  as  within  the  last  few  days  we  have 
taken  in  orders  amounting  to  between  $60,- 
000  and  $70,000." 

By  next  week,  perhaps,  Mr.  Pfieuger  and 
his  associates  will  have  something  definite  to 
say  as  to  the  final  acceptance  or  rejection  of 
A.  B.  C.  overtures. 

It  has  also  been  reported  that  negotiations 
are  on  with  the  Remington  Arms  Co.,  with  a 
view  to  the  absorption  of  that  famous  com- 
pany's bicycle  department.  Up  to  the  time 
of  going  to  press  the  Remington  company 
has  not  affirmed  or  denied  the  report  of  its 
absorption. 


VARIOUS  FACTORY  AND  SELLING-DEPARTMENT  NEWS. 


Cleveland  Steel  Ball  and  Pedal,  Now. 

What  were  formerly  known  as  the  ball  and 
stampings  departments  of  the  Cleveland  Ma- 
chine Screw  Co.  and  the  pedal  department 
of  the  White  Sewing  Machine  Co.  is  now 
the  Cleveland  Steel  Ball  &  Pedal  Co.'s  divis- 
ion of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  The  three 
plants  have  been  combined  in  the  spacious 
factory  on  Perkins  avenue,  formerly  operated 
by  the  first  mentioned  concern.  Within  the 
past  few  days  the  new  arrangement  has  been 
fully  organized,  and  everything  is  now  run- 
ning in  ship  shape.  Unlike  the  majority  of 
other  branches  of  the  A.  B.  C,  the  business 
of  this  factory  will  be  conducted  wholly  from 
the  New  York  headquarters.  William  Colt, 
formerly  prominently  connected  with  the 
Cleveland  Machine  Screw  Co.,  is  factory  man- 
ager, but  all  orders  are  referred  to  the  head 
ofHce. 

The  stampings  department  of  the  factory 
is  not  mentioned  in  the  title,  but  Mr.  Colt 
stated  the  other  day  that  this  branch  of  the 
business  is  now  larger  than  ever.  The  pedal 
line  is  the  same  as  heretofore.  The  King 
pedal,  well  known  throughout  the  trade,  be- 
ing the  leading  brand.  It  is  quite  possible 
that  a  higher  grade  of  pedal  for  those  who 
desire  something  especially  fine  for  their  lead- 
ing wheels  will  be  designed,  but  this  has  not 
been  wholly  decided  upon. 

Where  Lozier  Travelers  Go. 

The  traveling  force  of  H.  A.  Lozier  & 
Co.  will  take  the  road  within  a  few  days. 
From  the  Cleveland  headquarters  will  go 
Jonas  Feighner,  covering  Ohio;  Charles  A. 
Emise,  Tennessee,  Louisiana,  Texas,  Colora- 
do, Arkansas;  Elbert  Jenkins,  Indiana;  C.  E. 
Hattersley,  Pennsylvania;  D.  L.  Robinson, 
New  York;  L.  M.  Reinhard,  Maryland,  Vir- 
ginia, North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina; 
D.  H.  Davidson,  Michigan;  Perry  D.  Gath, 
Wisconsin   and   eastern    Minnesota;    William 


B.  Moore,  Iowa,  South  Dakota,  western  Min- 
nesota; F.  C.  Cochrane,  Florida;  James  Levi, 
Illinois;  A.  B.  Cofiman,  Georgia,  Alabama, 
Mississippi;  Joe  Grimes,  special  representa- 
tive. From  the  New  York  office,  Harry  Bill, 
L.  F.  Dunbar  and  C.  E.  Houghton  will  cover 
New  England  and  the  eastern  States  not  al- 
ready mentioned,  while  from  the  San  Fran- 
cisco branch  B.  T.  Bill,  John  Leavitt  and  W. 
A.  Morrow  will  cover  the  western  coast 
States. 

H.  A.  Goddard,  who  has  covered  the  Aus- 
trian trade  for  the  company,  is  preparing  to 
return  to  that  country  in  the  near  future.  As 
in  former  years,  the  London,  Hamburg  and 
Paris  offices  will  have  a  number  of  men  on 
the  road,  covering  the  whole  of  Europe  for 
the  company. 

Bromley  Visiting  Factories. 

Toledo,  Nov.  14. — Vice-President  Bromley, 
of  the  A.  B.  C,  came  here  from  Chicago,  ac- 
companied by  A.  L.  Atkins.  Harry  Lozier 
has  been  here  with  them.  They  left  to-night 
after  looking  over  the  plants  here.  Concern- 
ing the  rumor  that  the  Colton  factory  would 
be  closed,  they  said  it  would  be  known  in  a 
few  days  just  what  would  be  done.  A  lot  of 
business  was  done  in  the  way  of  instructions 
to  the  factory  officials,  and  Mr.  Burwell,  of 
the  Lozier  Company,  was  formally  placed  in 
charge  of  the  Viking  and  Lozier  plants  as 
general  manager. 


Meiselbach  Factory  Changes. 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Nov.  14. — The  machinery 
and  appurtenances  of  the  Milwaukee  Mfg.  Co. 
and  Milwaukee  Engineering  Co.  are  now  at 
the  Meiselbach  factory,  at  North  Milwaukee, 
and  will  be  set  up  as  soon  as  possible.  The 
Meiselbach  factory  was  set  in  operation  Mon- 
day and  work  was  commenced  on  1900  stock 
orders. 


Milwaukee,  Nov.  13.— T.  H.  Hoyt,  former 
president  of  the  Milwaukee  Mfg.  Co.,  intends 
to  go  into  the  foundry  business.  It  is  under- 
stood that  he  will  erect  a  new  building  at 
North  Milwaukee. 

It  is  not  known  what  Mr.  W.  H.  Stark- 
weather will  do,  but  none  of  the  members  of 
either  Milwaukee  Mfg.  Co.  or  Milwaukee  En- 
gineering Co.  will  be  connected  with  the 
Meiselbach  branch  of  the  A.  B.  C,  although 
it  will  afford  employment  to  the  men  of  both 
factories. 

Can  Buy  Tires  Anywhere. 

It  appears  that  while  the  arrangement  be- 
tween the  Rubber  Goods  Mfg.  Company  and 
the  American  Bicycle  Company  will  prevent 
the  latter  from  manufacturing  tires,  the  mem- 
bers thereof  are  not  obliged  to  buy  tires  of 
the  Rubber  Goods  Company  exclusively,  but 
may  buy  where  they  will. 

The  report  that  $6,000,000  in  cash  and  stock 
was  paid  by  the  Rubber  Goods  Company  for 
the  Hartford  Rubber  Works  and  other  A.  B. 
C.  tire  plants  is  denied  with  some  emphasis 
by  Rubber  Goods  people. 

As  stated  last  week,  Lewis  D.  Parker  re- 
turns to  the  Hartford  Cycle  Works.  At  a 
meeting   of   the   directorate,   made   up  of  A. 

B.  C.  and  Rubber  Goods  people,  in  New 
York  on  Wednesday  night  of  last  week,  he 
was  elected  president  of  the  works.  John  C. 
Wilson  returns  to  duty  with  him  as  secretary. 
So  will  Mr.  Turner,  as  superintendent,  and 
Mr.  Tourtellotte  will  be  assistant  superin- 
tendent. 

White  Bicycle  Matters. 

Cleveland  reports  that  White  bicycles, 
heretofore  manufactured  by  the  White  Sewing 
Machine  Company,  Cleveland,  will  continue 
to  be  marketed  by  them,  but  will  be  made  in 
the  factory  of  the  Geneva  Cycle  Company, 
Geneva,  O.  The  White  people  have  relin- 
quished their  English  trade.  Their  former 
representatives  in  London  have  acquired 
their  rights  there,  and  will  have  machines 
built  at  Birmingham,  using  the  name  hitherto 
used,  "Wincycle." 

Many  Jobbing  Wheels  Sold. 

The  very  large  number  of  jobbing  wheels 
already  sold  is  a  matter  of  mutual  congratu- 
lation among  A.  B.  C.  workers.  It  is  said 
the  Geneva  Cycle  Co.  alone  has  already  sold 
considerably  over  30,000  machines.  Mr.  J. 
A.  Carter  is  now  permanent  manager  of  the 
jobbing    sales    department.     His    assistant    is 

C.  P.  Brown,  formerly  of  the  Eagle  company. 
Mr.  Devine,  of  the  North  Buffalo  Wheel  Co., 
is  also  with  him. 

Will  Vacate  Hartford  Cycle  Plant. 

It  is  reported  that  Hartford  cycles  will 
hereafter  be  made  in  the  Pope  Company's 
plant  at  Hartford,  and  that  the  Hartford  Cy- 
cle Works  factory  building  will  probably  be 
bought  by  the  Columbia  Electric  and  Vehicle 
Company  for  the  building  of  automobiles. 


Fay  Factory  Will  Run  Big. 

A  big  product  is  expected  to  be  turned  out 
by  the  Fay  (juvenile)  factory  at  Elyria. 
Among  others,  the  Featherstone  travelers 
will  carry  this  line. 

{Coniiniied  on  page  ig.) 
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A  Big  Combine. 


We  never  hire  men  to  ride  our  Saddles,  but  there  is  such  a 
large  proportion  of  the  professional  and  amateur  riders,  as  well  as 
those  who  ride  for  business  purposes,  who  from  choice  ride  the 
Saddles  we  make,  that  a  little  effort  on  our  part  enables  us  to  know 
all  the  time  the  trend  of  sentiment  as  regards  the  little  improvements 
that  suggest  themselves  to  those  most  competent  to  form  opinions 
affecting  the  riding  qualities  of  Saddles*  We  favor  that  sort  of  a 
combination  of  interests  and  have  belonged  to  it  for  years — and 
don^t  care  who  knows  it* 

Another  Combine  we  belong  to,  and  a  big  one  too,  is  the 
combination  of  brains  in  designing  Saddles,  abundant  means  to 
make  them,  and  the  biggest  and  best  outfit  of  machinery  and  skilled 
workmen  to  produce  the  goods  that  meet  the  approval  of  fully 
eighty  per  cent  of  the  riding  public;  and  when  we  say  goods,  we 
mean  Tool-Bags  as  well  as  Saddles* 

The  Combination  of  Style,  Beauty,  Workmanship,  Durabil- 
ity and  Comfort  is  unapproachable  by  any  other  manufacturers, 
and  we  wish  it  distinctly  understood  that  we  guarantee  equal  prices 
and  terms  to  every  manufacturer  and  every  dealer,  whether  mem- 
bers of  Any  Combine  or  No  Combine* 

Send  for  our  handsome  new  Catalogue  of  Saddles  and  Tool- 
Bags*     We  will  send  it  freely  and  promptly* 

American  Saddle  Co., 

ELYRIA,  OHIO,  U.  S.  A. 


Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 


1899. 
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THE  DEMAND— THE  DANGER. 


OVER-PRODUCTION  has  always  been  undesir- 
able. Henceforth  it  will  be  absolutely  dangerous 
to  the  vitality  of  the  cycle  trade.  If  over-production 
occurs  in  the  year  1900,  it  must  result  in  great  injury 
to  the  industry,  and  in  the  undermining  of  concerns 
which  are  not  unusually  strong  financially. 

Profits  are  very  low  now.  The  supply  of  surplus  capital  is 
small.  All  the  conditions  are  such  that  every  concern  should 
sell  practically  every  machine  it  manufactures,  and  at  a  price 
that  will  yield  a  profit. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  the  domestic  demand,  in  1900, 
will  not  be  for  more  than  1,000,000  bicycles.  What  the  foreign 
demand  will  be  nobody  knows.  If  the  American  Bicycle  Co. 
builds  800,000  machines  (say,  60  per  cent  of  the  country's 
total  manufacturing  capacity)  and  the  independent  manufac- 
turers build  320,000  (40  per  cent),  there  will  be  a  total  of 
1,120,000. 

The  market  may  absorb  that  many,  at  list  prices.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  may  not.  If  not,  on  the  basis  of  experience  it 
is  safe  to  say  that  some  concerns  will  sell  at  prices  ruinous  to 
themselves,  and  probably  to  others. 

In  a  struggle  for  commercial  existence,  money  talks.  The 
manufacturers  who  have  comparatively  small  financial  re- 
sources will  have  a  hard  time  if  they  over-produce  and  have 
to  throw  their  goods  upon  the  market. 

All  concerned — the  parts  makers,  rim,  tire  and  saddle  manu- 
facturers, American  Bicycle  Co.  and  independent  cycle  mak- 
ers— know  that  if  price-cutting  to  an  appreciable  degree  oc- 
curs next  year  it  will  be  the  coup  de  grace — or  dis-grace — to 
many  and  will  injure  all.  We  believe  that  everybody  in  the 
trade  earnestly  desires  to  avoid  price-cutting.  The  very  best 
way  to  avoid  it  henceforth  will  be  to  avoid  over-production. 

Figure  conservatively.  Make  no  more  machines  than  you 
feel  sure  there  is  room  for,  and  leave  no  legitimate  stone  un- 


turned to  sell  the  goods.  Advertise — it  is  more  necessary  than 
ever  it  was.  Write  letters,  send  out  travelers — do  all  you  can, 
within  a  safe  limit,  to  market  the  goods  quickly,  and  if,  finally, 
you  feel  you  must  overstep  the  limit,  do  it  with  more  advertis- 
ing, more  letters,  more  traveling.  Let  the  cutting  of  price  be 
the  very  last  resource,  and  avoid  it  altogether  if  you  possibly 
can,  this  time  of  all  times. 


SOME  EXPORT  EACTS. 


DURING  the  first  eight  months  of  the  year  1897,  the  value 
of  cycles  and  parts  exported  from  this  country  was 
15,900,000.  The  same  period  in  1898  showed  a  decrease  to 
15,700,000,  and  in  the  corresponding  period  in  1899  the  figures 
have  fallen  to  |4,100,000. 

It  is  well  that  those  buyers  abroad  who  do  not  understand 
this  apparent  falling  ofif,  and  perhaps  some  shippers  as  well, 
should  know  the  actual  facts.  These  The  Wheel  has  secured 
by  consulting  people  who  have  every  reason  to  be  well- 
informed.  In  this  connection,  thanks  are  especially  due  to 
Mr.  George  McDonald,  the  well-known  bicycle  exporter,  who 
by  frequent  trips  abroad  has  been  able  to  learn  with  exactness 
both  sides  of  the  matter.  Mr.  Leo  Schlaudecker  has  also  sup- 
plied valuable  data. 

We  take  pleasure  in  stating,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  actual 
volume  of  exports  has  steadily  and  considerably  increased. 
The  apparent  decrease  is  due  to  the  changed  values.  In  1897 
the  list  price  of  high-grade  machines  was  flOO,  and  in  1899  it 
has  been  |45  to  |50.  In  1897,  low  and  medium  grades  listed 
at  150  to  $75,  and  in  1899  from  |25  to  |30.  In  1897  the  aver- 
age wholesale  seUing  prices  of  high  grades  to  the  export  trade 
and  foreign  buyers  was  |45  to  |60.  This  year  it  has  been  |30 
to  $35.  On  the  lower  grades,  the  average  prices  to  foreign 
buyers  were  $25  to  $30,  and  this  year  have  been  $16  to  $20. 
Throughout,  no  doubt,  some  sales  have  been  made  at  figures 
lower  than  any  of  these. 

To  a  very  large  extent  the  decrease  in  foreign  values  is  due 
to  the  wonderful  development,  in  this  country,  of  labor-saving 
methods.  It  is  possible,  to-day,  to  build  much  better  bicycles, 
much  better  parts,  for  considerably  less  money  than  was  pos- 
sible three  years  ago.  Another  factor  has  been  the  decrease 
in  domestic  values,  due  to  excessive  competition.  It  may  as 
well  be  confessed  that  this  competition  between  American 
makers  has  extended  to  foreign  trade.  Organization  might 
have  secured  higher  foreign  prices  and  at  the  same  time  up- 
held the  reputation  of  American  goods  for  quality.  Another 
factor  has  been  the  shyster  tactics  of  certain  foreign  buyers, 
particularly  in  Germany,  who  ordered  large  quantities  at  very 
low  figures  and,  after  the  goods  had  reached  European  ports, 
tried  to  force  the  shippers  to  let  the  goods  go  at  still  lower 
figures.  The  shippers  refused.  The  shippers  also  had  on 
their  hands  in  European  ports  large  lots  of  goods  which  had 
been  bought,  but  could  not  be;  paid  for.  The  bitten  shippers 
revenged  themselves  by  selling  the  goods  direct  to  the  Euro- 
pean public,  at  sacrificial  prices — and  thereby  injured  them- 
selves and  all  others  concerned.  The  Europeans  could  not 
understand  the  American  principle  of  quickly  regaining  the 
use  of  capital  temporarily  badly  invested.  Many  of  them 
considered  that  the  Americans  must  have  profited  by  those 
scacrificial  sales,  and  must  therefore  have  asked  exorbitant 
prices  in  the  first  place. 

While  customers  have  been  lost,  customers  have  been 
gained,  and  while  values  have  marvelously  decreased,  quanti- 
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ties  have  nevertheless  increased.  American  quality,  com- 
bined with  American  price,  has  been  invincible. 

American  price  has  been  entirely  too  low.  For  low  grades 
it  has  been,  until  very  recently,  less  than  one-half  the  price  of 
English  low  grades — an  unnecessary  difiference.  Americans 
in  foreign  markets  have  competed,  not  with  foreign  makers, 
but  with  themselves. 

Price,  once  down,  cannot  go  up  to  an  appreciable  degree, 
but  it  is  safe  to  say  that  henceforth,  with  the  American  trade 
strongly  organized,  a  repetition  of  the  price  errors  of  the  past 
will  be  impossible.  The  only  contingency  is  possible  over- 
production, and  that  our  makers  will  certainly  be  sensible 
enough  to  prevent.  Quality  will  be  upheld,  and  prices  will 
be  steady.  Credits  will  be  more  carefully  examined.  The 
"patronage"  of  shysters  will  be  avoided.  The  customs  of 
worthy  foreign  buyers  will  be  more  closely  adhered  to.  The 
whole  frame-work  of  foreign  trade  will  be  stronger,  and 
American-made  bicycles  will  more  and  more  firmly  hold  the 
leadership. 


TWO  very  noticeable  features  of  the  street  life  of  Rochester 
and  Syracuse  are  the  great  number  of  bicycles  used  late 
into  the  cool  season  by  ofifice  men  and  women,  and  the  un- 
usual proportion  of  machines  fitted  with  coaster-brakes.  The 
first-named  feature  is  not  monopolized  by  Rochester  and  Syra- 
cuse. Practically  every  well-paved  city,  except  the  largest 
ones,  is  a  city  of  every-day  cyclists. 

*  *     * 

IF  a  comedian  were  to  stand  upon  the  stage  and  repeat  a 
comic  verse  many  times,  the  value  of  the  verse  would 
thereby  be  lost  upon  the  public.  The  same  law  applies  to 
advertisements.  The  world  abhors  standstillism.  A  certain 
kind  of  advertisement  may  bear  repetition,  but  it  must  be  very 
brief — a  mere  card — and  even  that  grows  lifeless  in  the  course 

of  time. 

»     «     « 

RACING  has  declined  greatly  in  England.  A  comparison 
of  licenses  issued  in  1898  and  1899  shows  a  decrease  of 
488,  or  10  per  cent.  In  view  of  the  conditions  surrounding 
the  control  of  racing  in  this  country,  it  is  unlikely  that  the 
sport  will  flourish  here  next  year  unless  some  urgent  necessity 
for  it  arrives  in  the  trade — and  that  is  not  likely. 

*  *     * 

IMPARTIALITY;  a  desire  to  see  the  right  prevail,  and  to 
print  all  legitimately  available  news,  has  governed  and  will 
continue  to  govern  The  Wheel  in  its  treatment  of  the  A.  B. 
C.  and  the  independent  makers.  Such  a  policy  is  easily  dis- 
tinguished from  truckling  to  both  sides.  It  is  also  easily  dis- 
tinguished from  truckling  to  one  side. 

»     *     * 

PRESIDENT  KEENAN,  of  the  League  of  American 
Wheelmen,  pronounces  against  lamp  ordinances.  What- 
ever room  for  argument  his  position  permits,  we  believe  that 
when  all's  said  the  fact  remains  that  a  lamp  is  a  factor  for 
safety,  and  as  such  should  have  Mr.  Keenan's  support. 

«     •     • 

FINDING  it  impossible  to  compete  with  the  United  States 
for  export  trade,  a  British  organ  discovers  that  small 
profits  make  the  trade  not  worth  further  efifort.  The  song  of 
the  fox  that  couldn't  reach  the  grapes. 

«     «     « 

STEEL  billet  prices  at  last  show  a  decided  tendency  to  stop 
going  up.  In  one  week,  November  1-8,  Pittsburg  prices 
dropped  from  f39.50  to  f38,  and  Philadelphia  prices  from  |42 
to  $40. 


THEY  say  that  the  staple  diet,  the  "dope,"  of  the  Long 
Island  century-riding  fiend  is  pie.     Well,  the  diet  is  as 
sensible  as  the  performance. 


«     «     « 


NEVER  in  the  history  of  the  trade  have  the   "highest 
authority"   and    "trustworthy   source"   been   so   over- 
worked as  now. 


THAT   STRANGE,  SAD  DISEASE,  "THE   BIG  HEAD." 

From   the   New  York   "Evening  Journal." 

If  young  men  who  want  to  get' on  in  the  world  will  read  what 
follows  patiently  and  thoughtfully,  we  shall  be  greatly  obliged  and 
the  reading  may  possibly  decrease  the  great  American  army  of  "has 
beens" — of  "arrested  developments." 

Everybody  knows  that  there  is  plenty  of  room  at  the  top,  but  not 
everybody  knows  the  reason  for  this.     Here  is  a  reason: 

There  is  plenty  of  room  at  the  top  because  the  ordinary  man  who 
has  climbed  up,  half  way  or  one-quarter  way,  becomes  so  well  pleased 
with  himself  that  he  sits  down  to  admire  his  marvelous  climbing  and 
never  gets  any  higher. 

The  world  is  full  of  men  who  made  passable  early  successes  and 
suddenly  stopped  succeeding.  After  you  have  allowed  for  misfortune 
undeserved,  for  accidents,  for  the  curse  of  deceptive  precociousness, 
we  still  find  that  "the  big  head"  disease  has  killed  off  a  huge  majority 
of  these  temporarily  successful  failures. 

Compared  with  this  great  American  malady,  the  "foot  and  mouth" 
disease,  "lumpy  jaw"  and  other  ailments  of  the  animal  kingdom  are 
mere  nothings. 

There  is  an  erroneous  impression  that  "the  big  head"  is  due  to 
conceit.  It  is  not.  The  absence  of  "big  head"  indicates  conceit,  and 
conceit  is  a  most  valuable  quality. 

The  man  who  has  been  made  head  waiter  or  floor  walker  and  then 
gets  "the  big  head"  is  really  a  modest  man.  He  proves  that  he  con- 
siders floor-walking  or  "head-waiting"  the  highest  that  is  in  him. 
The  man  of  real  conceit  is  he  who  becomes  Consul  and  conqueror, 
still  remaining  unsatisfied  and  desperately  hard  at  work  until  he 
develops  into  the  Emperor  Napoleon  Bonaparte.  Conceit  combined 
with  power  makes  him. 


"Too  easily  pleased,  too  easily  made  to  feel  important,"  such  is 
a  description  which  applies  to  many  young  men  of  to-day.  Take  ten 
young  Americans,  give  each  a  little  authority.  Nine  will  at  once  in- 
quire: "Whom  can  I  boss?"  "Who  is  under  me?"  "In  what  way 
can  I  demonstrate  my  importance?"  Give  them  an  office  boy  to 
hector,  a  typewriter  to  dominate,  or  $9  extra  to  spend  each  week  on 
nonsense,  and  they  are  done  for. 

The  tenth,  perhaps,  asks:  "How  can  I  keep  this  place?  How  can 
I  increase  the  usefulness  that  has  put  me  here?  A  little  hard  work 
done  hitherto  has  got  me  here.  What  harder  work  can  I  do  to  get 
still  further  along?" 

The  tenth  gets  on,  goes  ahead.  The  nine  look  at  him  out  of  their 
poor  "big  heads"  and  call  him  lucky. 


Artists,  actors,  clerks,  men  in  every  walk  of  activity,  and  news- 
paper men  especially,  are  ruined  by  the  curse  of  egotism  easily  ac- 
quired. 

The  young  writer  temporarily  successful  through  his  description 
of  the  people  takes  up  his  permanent  abode  as  far  away  from  the  peo- 
ple as  he  can  get.  His  chosen  atmosphere  is  that  of  a  drawing-room, 
or  a  Bohemian  table  d'hote,  or  whatever  he  conceives  to  be  society. 
In  that  society  he  fades  away.  The  young  lawyer  who  makes  a  hit 
ceases  to  study  law.  The  successful  actor  ceases  to  study  his  art. 
Each  thinks  that  it  is  time  for  the  world  to  study  him. 

Young  men,  remember  this:  Nothing  is  really  worth  while  unless 
achieved  through  the  hardest  labor  and  most  prolonged  industry. 

Don't  be  satisfied  with  anything  that  you  do  or  can  do.  Keep 
your  eyes  far  ahead. 

Make  up  your  mind  that  what  was  none  too  good  for  other  men 
of  humble  beginnings  is  none  too  good  for  you.  If  you  don't  achieve 
a  great  success,  you  will  at  least  live  free  from  the  "swelled  head" 
disease  and  earn  in  that  way  a  right  to  self-respect. 


Individual  reader,  if  you  chance  to  indorse  any  part  of  this  utter- 
ance, don't  apply  it  approvingly  to  some  young  man  you  know — 
apply  it  to  yourself.  There  is  nothing  gained  in  applying  sermons 
to  others. 


1899. 
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FACTORY  AND  SELLING-DEPARTMENT  NEWS-Continued. 


May  Locate  in  Windsor. 

Toronto,  Hamilton  and  Windsor,  Ont., 
want  the  Canadian  works  of  the  American 
Bicycle  Company  to  be  "in  their  midst,"  and 
have  offered  inducements  to  that  end.  It  is 
thought  in  Windsor  that  the  offer  of  that  city 
is  most  likely  to  be  accepted. 

Gaylor  Remains  Free  Awhile. 

L.  B.  Gaylor,  until  recently  with  the  Black 
Mfg.  Co.,  Erie,  Pa.,  has  received  some  propo- 
sitions relative  to  his  re-entering  the  cycle 
trade,  but  it  is  extremely  unlikely  that  he  will 
again  do  so.  His  future  is  not  decided.  For 
the  present  he  will  rest. 

C.  J.  Smith  &  Sons'  Changes. 

Charles  S.  Smith,  formerly  manager  of  the 
C.  J.  Smith  &  Sons'  parts-making  plant  in 
Milwaukee,  retires  and  will  conduct  an  ex- 
perimental   laboratory.     His    father,    and    his 


brother  A.   O.,  will  continue  with  the  other 
plant. 

Clipper  Man  Goes  to  G.  &  J. 

A.  G.  Southworth,  manager  of  the  eastern 
end  of  the  Grand  Rapids  Cycle  Co.'s  business, 
closes  the  Clipper  branch  in  New  York  City 
and  takes  a  position  in  the  G.  &  J.  branch 
here. 

Eastern  W.  W.  W.  Group. 

Charles  V.  Tuttle,  long  connected  with  the 
Western  Wheel  Works'  eastern  office,  will 
manage  the  eastern  branch  of  the  W.  W.  W.- 
Sterling  group. 

Featherstone's  Foreign  Travelers. 

Messrs.  Mack  and  Schilling,  representing 
the  Featherstone  line,  sailed  for  Hamburg 
last  Saturday.  Both  are  crack  salesmen  for 
European  trade. 


SOME  MORE,  OE  MICH  THE  SAME  NATURE. 

AFTER  a  storm,  a  lull.     For  many  weeks  which  it  is  quoted  is  a  fictitious  one,  and  that 

there  has  been  a  storm  of  combine  news.  it  is  impossible  to  buy  the  stock. 

Now  there  seems  to  be  a  breathing  spell,  in  — 

which  to  actively  prepare  for  the  new  season  1^  yygnid  na\t  Cost  a  lot. 

and  to  make  remarks,  retrospective  and  pros-  r-              i^-                                   i     u             •    j 

',            '^                   ,    -  Commentmg   upon   a   remark   by   an   mde- 

pective.         Up     on    the     twenty-second  floor  ,                   ,    ^           .     ,     ^         i  .     iir 

,      ,          .         .      T-.    ,      -r^          T^    •,  i-         T^T  pendent  manufacturer  m  last  weeks   Wheel, 

of    the    gigantic    Park    Row    Building,  New^,^^,       .„„          ,,,  ,.                    , 

-,     ,       J?  °       ,           ^^                 J      ,  that  the  A.  B.  C.  could  have  driven  a  number 

York     City,     the     officers     and     department  ,        ,          ,              ^     r  i.i             ^    ^  u 

,      .         .         .           ^.       ,       „  of  cycle  makers  out  of  the  market  by  corner- 
heads    of    the     American     Bicycle     Co.     are  ,,            ^         ,  .          ,     ^     r 

,                       ,          r  mg  the   parts-making  plants   for   one   season, 

working     every     day     and     a       coiiple      or  ^          ,           ■<          tvt      j         ".t  u  r 

.    ,                 ,               ,               .             ....  a  parts  maker  said  on  Monday:     i  believe  it 

nights       each       week       setting       their       big  .1,1                   •     j              *oa  aaa  aaa  ^ 

,   °        .          ,           .    ,         ,                           .     ,,  would  have  required   over  $30,000,000  to   ac- 

house  m  order.     A  few  days  ago  practically  i-  1     ^i                           j    ^t.          •               u 

,                                 ...  comphsh    the    corner,    and    the    price    would 

every    concern   in   the   company    received   its  ,          1    j  ^     1          -j           i-     n     •           1    • 

,  .             ,           „,„„.,             ,        ,  have  had  to  be  paid  practically  m  cash  m  so 

working  orders.     The  G.  &  J.  travelers  have  ^     ,                j     ^i       j     1 

,                   ,             ,               .        .              ,        ,  many  cases  as  to  have  made  the  deal  a  very 

been  on   the  road,   scooping  m   good   orders  j.^v-     1^              a  jj  ..     i.u  ,.               ,.  >.u                t 

,                           ,        ,      .  %^^   ,J^         ,  difficult  one.    Add  to  that  amount  the  amount 

for  some  time,  for  the  A.  B.  C.  Monarch  trav-  ^    ,              ^i.     r  n           ■        j  u-       1 

,  '  ,  ,  „,  „  ,.  necessary  to  buy  up  the  fully  equipped  bicycle 
elers  are  also  on  the  road.  Ihe  George  N.  ,  ^  ,  ,  ^^  .  •  tt 
_.„.,,,  plants  and  you  have  a  pretty  big  sum.  How- 
Pierce  Co.,  independent,  has  its  men  out.  -r  •.  1  j  i_  j  ^u  •  j  k<- 
^  ,  '  .  .  ,  ,  .  ,  ,  ever,  if  it  had  been  done  there  is  no  doubt 
Other  concerns,  inside  and  outside,  are  about  ,  ^  •,  ,,  ,  •  1  j  j  „ 
.,  .  \  ^,  ,  ^  Tv/r^  •  1  J  that  it  would  have  crippled  unprepared  corn- 
ready  to  sail  into  the  market.     Material  and  .         „ 

parts  makers,  inside  and  outside,  are  hard  at  — 

it,  the  outsiders  having  had  a  bit  of  a  start.  ^  Newspaper  Interpretaticn. 

Inside  cycle  makers  are  buying  parts  outside,  ,,^       ,  ■              .,  1      ,     t.-           1     j     1           -n 

,       ,                    •     .  ,  Combine  won  t  hurt — big  cycle  dealers  will 

and  outside  makers  are  buying  parts   mside.  ,    ,      ,             ,,                -.  ■    ,1                  ^ 

„,,                           .                    ,                          ,  help  the  smaller  ones,     is  the  way  a  Connecti- 

Ihe  movement  is  so  complex,  so  general,  so  ...                 .    , 

1    ^1    i    -.L   •      j-£c     i^   .           1-       ..1    .  cut  newspaper  interprets  this  part  ot  the  re- 

reciprocal,  that   it  is   difhcult   to   realize   that  *^  ^       .          ,  ,        ,       «     n    ^      ,.^ 

,           ,           ,.             .    J               ^-         1           u  cent  statement  issued  by  the  A.   B.   C.       One 

deep,    long   lines    of   demarcation    have    been  ,       ,    ,              ,  .       ,           ...  ,       ,    ^ 

J               T,,             .,,   ,                     ,              ,  result  of  the  combination  will  be  that  a  num- 

drawn.     These  will   be  apparent   enough   an-  ,           ,     ,              ,,                  ,                     .,,    , 

,  ber    of   the   smaller    manufacturers   will    have 

other  season.  ,      ,         .       ,    ,                     r     ■,■  ■         r 

—  the  benefit  of  the  greater  facilities  of  certain 

A.   B.   C.  Securities.  °f  ^^^  larger  makers  in  marketing  their  pro- 
Closing  prices  on  Tuesday  on  A.  B.  C.  se-  '                                 — 
curities  were:  ^5  to  the  Show. 

3qjj(J5      ggi         QQx  So  far  no  decision  has  been  reached  by  the 

Preferred   stock    66          —  A.     B.     C.     as    to    patronizing   the   Madison 

Common    stock    26|        — •  Square    Garden   cycle    and   automobile    show, 

On  Wednesday,  November  8,  the  preferred  but    there    is    every    reason    to    suppose    that 

stood  at  65i  bid.     On   Friday   it  rose   to   66,  this  will  be  done. 

and  on  Saturday  the  common  rose  from  26J  A    list    of    show    exhibitors    will    be    ready 

to  i26|-.  shortly.     Practically  all  of  the  main  floor  has 

These    stocks,   as   has    been    stated   in   The  already  been  taken,  for  automobiles  and  bicy- 

Wheel,    are    sold   on   a   curb    market.     Curb  cles.    The  gallery  will  be  used  largely  for  parts 

stocks  are  not  so  strictly  governed  as   those  and  sundries. 

which  are  listed  on  the  Stock  Exchange.  Later,  it  is  learned  that  in  all  probability 
Once  a  security  is  on  the  Exchange  in  a  reg-  the  A.  B.  C.  will  patronize  the  New  York 
ular  way  it  is  hedged  in  by  A  thousand  and  show  in  a  most  liberal  manner,  exhibiting 
one  conditions.  It  is  reported  by  insiders  the  goods  of  a  number  of  concerns  separate- 
that  there  practically  is  no  American  Bicycle  ly,  as  of  yore.  It  is  rumored  that  W.  M. 
Co.  stock  on  the   market;   that   the   figure   at  Brewster,  now  living  in  Philadelphia,  will  be 


given  entire  charge  of  the  matter  of  arrang- 
ing and  decorating  the  spaces,  etc.  It  is 
also  said  that  the  A.  B.  C.  will  not  patronize 
the  Chicago  show,  which,  it  is  reported,  will 
be  promoted  by  S.  A.  Miles. 

The  Foreign  Business. 

Last  week  the  arrangement  was  that  L.  B. 
Whymper,  well  known  in  connection  with 
the  Crawford  interests,  would  have  charge  of 
the  eastern  Lamb-Nuttall-Crawford-Ames  & 
Frost  group.  It  has  been  decided  to  give 
him  general  supervision  of  the  European  end 
of  the  foreign  trade.  He  will  go  to  Europe, 
look  the  ground  over  and  come  back  with  a 
view  to  returning  to  Europe  and  permanent- 
ly managing  matters  on  that  side. 

The  home  end  of  the  foreign  business  will 
be  in  charge  of  H.  A.  Paull,  who  formerly 
occupied  a  prominent  position  with  the  Lo- 
zier  Company,  and  more  recently  with  the 
Monarch  Company,  whose  eastern  business 
he  has  managed. 

They  Art  Close  Together. 

It  is  easy  for  the  Rubber  Goods  and  A.  B. 
C.  people  to  confer.  Both  have  their  offices 
in  the  Park  Row  Building — in  the  ownership 
of  which,  by  the  way,  Mr.  Flint  and  his  asso- 
ciates are  said  to  be  heavily  interested. 

Will  Encourage  Competition. 

It  is  understood  to  be  the  desire  of  A.  B.  C. 
officers  that  there  should  be  the  hottest  kind 
of  legitimate  competition  between  the  various 
A.  B.  C.  concerns.  Salesmanship  is  to  be 
given  all  the  incentive  possible. 


The  Spoke  Litigation  Prospect. 

Concerning  the  notice  of  spoke-patent  in- 
fringement, sent  to  the  cycle  trade  last  week 
by  a  Philadelphia  law  firm  in  behalf  of  the 
H.  B.  Smith  Machine  Co.,  of  Smithville,  N.  J., 
a  gentleman  well-informed  in  the  matter  says: 

"The  Smith  people  are  the  owners  of  the 
Kelley  patent  spoke,  patent  No.  292,562,  issued 
January  29,  1884.  This  patent  relates  to  a 
double-butt  end  spoke,  reduced  between  ends 
by  supplemental  die  drawing  or  swaging,  in 
contradistinction  to  the  up-ended  spoke.  In 
other  words,  the  spokes  made  by  most  spoke 
manufacturers  and  used  by  most  bicycle  man- 
ufacturers are  an  infringement  on  the  Kelley 
patent.  For  years  the  H.  B.  Smith  Machine 
Co.  were  alone  in  making  these  patent  spokes, 
and  were  furnishing  them  to  many  repair 
shops  at  good  prices  all  over  the  country,  but 
other  spoke  manufacturers  soon  discovered 
the  superiority  of  the  spokes  and  commenced 
to  make  them,  and  many  of  the  spoke  makers 
were  notified  of  the  infringement  years  ago. 
I  understand  that  spoke  makers  and  spoke 
users  are  alike  infringers,  and  the  Smith  com- 
pany has  employed  skilled  attorneys  to  re- 
cover damages." 

The  Wood-Rim  Combine. 

The  Wheel  is  informed  that  a  feature  of 
the  Fairbanks-Lobdell-Kundtz  wood-rim 
combine  is  that  Mr.  Kundtz  received  all  cash 
and  personally  retires,  and  that  as  soon  as 
work  now  in  progress  in  that  mill  is  com- 
pleted the  machinery  will  be  removed  to  one 
of  the  other  plants,  the  owners  of  which  have 
taken  stock,  not  cash. 
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November  16, 


SWAGING  SPOKES. 


Judge   Townsend    Declares    Anyone    Who    Wants 

to   Can   Make   a   Machine   to 

Do  It. 

Hartford,  Nov.  11. — A  very  important  opin- 
ion was  handed  down  by  Judge  Townsend  in 
the  United  States  Court  last  week.  It  "e- 
lates  to  the  case  of  the  Excelsior  Needle  Co., 
of  Torrington,  against  the  Morse-Keefe  Cy- 
cle Co.,  of  Salisbury.  The  suit  was  brought 
for  an  injunction  to  prevent  the  defendant 
company  from  making  a  swaging  machine. 

It  is  alleged  that  the  swaging  machine  was 
patented  by  William  H.  Dayton,  who  as- 
signed it  to  the  complainant.  The  machine 
is  used  largely  in  swaging  wire  adapted  to  the 
manufacture  of  double  butt  swaged  bicycle 
spoke  blanks.  These  blanks  are  now  in  al- 
most universal  use  on  bicycles.  They  strength- 
en the  wheel  to  a  great  extent.  By  the  method 
the  spoke  is  enlarged  considerably  at  the  rim 
of  the  wheel. 

The  court  goes  exhaustively  into  a  discus- 
sion of  the  case,  and  decides  that  an  injunc- 
tion and  accounting  shall  be  issued  in  regard 
to  claims  5,  8  and  9  of  the  complaint,  but  that 
in  regard  to  six  other  claims  advanced  they 
shall  be  dismissed. 

This  is  not  regarded  as  a  victory  for  the 
complainant.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  prac- 
tically a  victory  for  the  defendant.  The  three 
claims  allowed  are  minor  claims,  while  the 
claims  dismissed  relate  to  the  main  material 
points  in  the  machine.  By  the  decision  most 
anyone  is  allowed  to  make  the  machine  for 
the  purpose  of  manufacturing  the  bicycle 
spokes. 

In  view  of  the  magnitude  of  the  bicycle 
business  and  the  fact  that  the  spoke  blanks 
involved  are  in  almost  universal  use,  it  will 
be  seen  how  important  the  decision  is. 


How  Toledo  Independents  Feel. 

Toledo,  Nov.  8. — Various  representative 
people  here  were  approached  for  their  views 
on  the  general  situation: 

In  speaking  of  the  action  of  the  independ- 
ents to  a  Wheel  representative,  H.  C.  Tillot- 
son,  of  H.   C.   Tillotson   &   Co.,   said:      "The 

A.  B.  C.  prices  are  perfectly  satisfactory  to 
me.  I  think  the  prices  will  be  maintained  the 
coming  year  in  good  faith,  and  I  see  no 
reason  why  we  cannot  all  work  together  and 
in  harmony.  We  are  preparing  for  the  largest 
season  we  have  ever  had,  and  our  orders  so 
far  indicate  that  we  will  have  all  we  want  to 
do.  We  propose  to  assist  in  every  way  pos- 
sible in  keeping  prices  to  the  right  figure,  and 
I  do  not  anticipate  that  we  will  be  fought  by 
the  combine." 

Mr.  Ransom,  of  the  Snell  Cycle  &  Fittings 
Co.,  said:  "We  anticipate  an  excellent  year. 
We  have  received  notice  that  there  is  to  be 
an  organization  of  independents.  We  have 
paid  little  attention  to  the  matter.  Our  busi- 
ness is  perfectly  satisfactory  to  us,  and  we 
see  no  advantage  in  changing  it  at  the  present 
time.  We  are  now  shipping  wheels  out  by  the 
car  load.  The  coming  season  looks  better  to 
us  than  any  in  the  past.  We  are  now  running 
at  three-fourths  capacity,  although  the  season 
is  young.     I  expect  that  the  Snell  and  the  A. 

B.  C.  will  live  together  in  harmony,  and  we 
will  do  our  share  in  maintaining  prices.  In 
fact,  I  think  our  prices  to  dealers  will  be  a 
little  higher  this  year  on  account  of  the  in- 
creased price  of  material." 


A.  W.  Colter,  of  the  Kirk  Mfg.  Co.,  had 
the  following  to  say:  "I  really  think  the 
combine  is  a  good  thing  for  all  of  us.  They 
have  done  one  thing,  and  that  is  to  establish 
a  price  list.  We  are  all  aware  that  the  gentle- 
men at  the  head  of  this  combine  are  business 
men.  They  have  said  what  they  are  going  to 
do,  and  I  think  manufacturers  all  over  the 
country  will  take  a  tip,  and  prices  will  be 
better  than  last  season.  We  are  prepared  for 
a  better  business  than  ever  before.  It  is  in 
the  air.  Our  orders  show  it.  The  advance 
sales  have  been  fully  up  to  our  best  expecta- 
tions. There  is  business  enough  in  this 
country  for  all  of  us." 

The  National  Wheel  Co.,  of  Perrysburg, 
which  started  in  business  recently,  has  been 
enjoying  its  share  of  prosperity.  Three  car 
loads  of  goods  were  shipped  this  week,  and 
the  company  told  a  Wheel  man  that  they 
had  all  the  orders  they  could  handle  for  the 
next  nxonth.  They  are  finding  trouble  in 
getting  enough  steel  of  the  proper  quality. 


"  At  Intervals  to  Suit  the  Rider." 

This  comes  from  Plainfield,  N.  J.,  without 
a   diagram: 

"A  bicycle  with  an  entirely  new  method  of 
applying  the  necessary  power  has  been  placed 
on  the  market,  and  has  just  been  introduced 
into  Plainfield  by  its  agents,  W.  W.  Moore 
and  Maurice  A.  Audsley.  The  bicycle  is  the 
Wilford-Hall. 

"The  Wilford-Hall  has  no  crank,  sprocket 
wheels  and  chain.  Instead  there  are  two  lev- 
ers attached  to  the  lower  rod  of  the  frame, 
running  from  the  rear  wheel  axle  to  the 
joint  where  the  crank  axle  in  the  usual  style 
of  safety  is  located.  These  levers  are  con- 
nected with  the  rear  wheel  by  two  chains 
that  run  up  over  pulleys  at  the  angle  of  the 
frame  just  beneath  the  saddle.  A  ball-bear- 
ing clutch  transfers  the  power  to  the  rear 
vi'heel.  An  ordinary  pedal  is  attached  to  the 
ends  of  the  levers,  and  the  power  is  applied 
vertically,  allowing  a  long  or  short  stroke  as 
the  rider  pleases.  These  strokes  can  be 
made  at  any  interval  to  suit  the  rider.  Much 
is  claimed  for  the  wheel  for  easy  riding  and 
as  a  remarkable  hill  climber." 


THAT  TWO-nUNDRED-MILLION  DEAL. 


Some    More    Details    About    the    Plan    and    Pro- 
moters. 

No  fresh  news  has  cropped  up  with  refer- 
ence to  the  $200,000,000  combine  which  is 
said  to  have  originated  in  the  brain  of 
Eleazer  Kempshall,  "holder  of  valuable  rub- 
ber tire  patents,"  and  which  at  first  blush  was 
accredited  with  the  possibility  of  absorbing 
about  everything  on  earth  in  the  line  of  tiro, 
bicycle  and  automobile  manufacture.  It  is  a 
settled  fact  that  there  is  such  a  person  as 
Eleazer  Kempshall.  His  picture  has  ap- 
peared in  print.  He  looks  the  promoter.  A 
tall,  large-boned,  silk-hatted  person,  not  un- 
like Frank  Magowan  in  facial  appearance, 
barring  a  few  jiirsute  differences.  It  appears 
that  Mr.  Kempshall  is  willing  to  do  some 
consolidating,  but  that  such  requisites  as  the 
co-operation  of  Charles  R.  Flint  and  the 
president  of  the  General  Electric  Company 
are  lacking,  not  to  mention  that  of  the  leaders 
of  the  bicycle  industry. 

This  is  the  way  Mr.  Flint  talks  about  the 
matter:  "Numerous  rumors  have  been  going 


the  rounds  that  a  trust  was  to  be  formed, 
having  a  capital  of  $200,000,000,  and  intended 
among  other  things  to  buy  up  the  interests 
of  the  Rubber  Goods  Mfg.  Company.  These 
rumors  are  not  entirely  groundless.  They 
spring  from  a  genuine  proposition,  which  is 
said  to  have  been  made  by  somebody  whose 
name  I  cannot  give  just  now.  But  there  was 
never  any  possibility  of  the  Rubber  Goods 
Mfg.  Company  going  into  it.  Such  reports 
are  nothing  more  than  fairy  tales.  We  would 
not  go  into  such  a  combination  if  we  were 
given  a  chance." 

A  new  company  just  organized  in  New 
Jersey  probably  has  nothing  to  do  with  any 
plans  of  Mr.  Kempshall.  It  is  the  Rubber 
Tire  Company  of  America,  headquarters  New 
York  city,  capital  $5,000,000.  Incorporators, 
A.  L.  Barber,  S.  F.  Davis,  Homer  W.  Hedge, 
L.  A.  Beebe  and  A.  D.  Andrews.  Mr.  Barber 
is  at  the  head  of  the  Locomobile  (steam 
wagon)  Company.  Mr.  Andrews  is  president 
of  the  Automobile  Club,  ex-police  commis- 
sioner and  organizer  of  the  police  cycle  squad. 
Mr.  Hedge  is  secretary  of  the  Automobile 
Club. 


Bottom-Bracket  Prosperity. 

H.  S.  Owen,  apparently,  has  no  cause  to 
regret  having  had  an  interest  in  the  famous 
bottom-bracket  patent,  which  was  sold  by 
himself,  Bidwell  and  others  to  the  American 
Bicycle  Company.  A  beautiful  residence  and 
five  acres  known  as  Cragmere,  at  New  Lon- 
don, Conn.,  has  become  his  property.  Pre- 
sumably he  brought  the  property  as  a  specula- 
tion, as  he  is  having  plans  prepared  for  a 
residence  on  another  purchase  of  17  acres  of 
water  front  across  the  river  in  the  Eastern 
Point  residence  section.  Mr.  Owen  has  lived 
in  New  London  several  years,  and  it  is  said 
he  contemplates  the  establishment  there  of  an 
automobile  factory,  also  a  naphtha  launch 
plant. 

Goodrich  Men  Are  Cast. 

Akron,  O.,  Nov.  10.— Col.  George  T.  Per- 
kins, president,  and  H.  C.  Carson,  vice-pres- 
ident of  the  B.  F.  Goodrich  Co.,  are  in  New 
York.  So  is  Howard  E.  Raymond,  sales 
manager  of  their  tire  department.  Of  course, 
this  trip  gives  rise  to  renewed  rumors  that 
the  Goodrich  people  are  nibbling  at  "com- 
bine" bait  hung  out  by  the  Rubber  Goods 
Mfg.  Co.,  but  other  officials  of  the  company 
vigorously  deny  this. 


Cveland  Joins  Spalding. 

Frank  Eveland,  than  whom  there  has  not 
been  a  better  known  cycle  dealer  in  Greater 
New  York  and  hereabouts,  has  drifted  back 
into  the  combined  bicycle  and  sporting  goods 
business  by  taking  entire  control  of  the  big 
Spalding  store  on  42d  street.  He  will  handle 
not  only  the  output  of  the  Lamb  Mfg.  Co. 
but  also  the  Columbia  and  Crescent,  of  both 
of  which  he  has,  in  the  past,  sold  many  thou- 
sands. 


Big  Brazed  Tubing  Business. 

The  Columbia  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Niles,  O., 
brazed  tube  manufacturers,  have  recently  put 
up  a  second  mill  equal  in  capacity  to  their 
first  and  original  one.  The  two  mills  will  be 
worked  to  their  full  capacity,  taking  care  of 
orders  already  enrolled.  If  any  one  reason 
more  than  another  is  responsible  for  this  con- 
dition it  is  the  admitted  class  of  the  Columbia 
product. 
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0e<)elaiKl  Bicycles. 

Mr.  BICYCLE  DEALER: 

Look  yourself  straight  in  the  eye,  then  ask  this  question: 
"Am  I  going  to  do  a  profitable  business  in  1900?" 

The  answer  is — 

"Yes,  if  I  handle  the  Cleveland  line." 

The  reasons  for  this  answer  are — 

Because  the  Cleveland  bicycle  has  earned  a  reputation  for 
Excellence  and  is  to-day  the  acknowledged  STANDARD 
all  over  the  world. 

Because  the  policy  of  the  Cleveland  management  has  always 
been  one  of  protection  to  the  Legitimate  Bicycle  Dealer, 
and  Cleveland  agents  make  more  money  than  others. 

Because  the  Cleveland  bicycle  is  distinctive  in  quality  and 
equipment.  Burwell  Detachable  tires,  Burwell  dust-proof 
bearings,  Cleveland  Chains,  and  the  new  Cleveland  skeleton 
Gear  case  are  not  found  on  other  bicycles. 

Any  one  of  these  reasons  should  be  sufficient  to  convince  the 
man  of  good  common  sense,  and  we  suggest  that  you  act  quickly; 
Cleveland  territory  is  not  begging  in  the  market. 

R  A.  LOZER  &  CO., 


^P^THIS  Division  of  American  Bicycle  Company^ 

STANDS  fOR 
QlALriY.  CLEVELAND,  OHIO,  U.  S.  A. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Well  trained  is  half  the  race. 


A  cheap  bicycle  is  often  a  dear  bargain. 


Many    win    a    race    who    ne'er    bestrode    a 
wheel. 


Every    rider    reckons      his      own    handicap 
heaviest. 


If  wishes  were  bicycles  there'd  be  no  need 
of  footpaths. 

A  really  good  wheel  ought  to  last  for  sev- 
eral  centuries. 


Confidence    and    earnestness    make    a   good 
pair  of  trainers. 

The  best  attempts  of  the  saddle-maker  are 
liable  to  be  sat  upon. 


A   bicycle  wheel,  like   a   lover,   is   no  good 
unless  absolutely  true. 


'Tis    better    to    have    raced    and    lost    than 
never  to  have  ridden  at  all. 


In  a  race  each  man  tries  to  do  as  he  would 
be  done  by  if  he  gets  licked. 


The  pawn  check  is  often  the  only  redeem- 
ing feature  of  a  cheap  bicycle. 


The  man  who  feels  certain  that  he  will  not 
wii)  in  a  race  is  never  mistaken. 


When    a    century-riding    wheelwoman    be- 
comes toned  down,  isn't  she  an  ex-pert? 


P.  S.  Sorenson  &  Co.,  Ripon,  Wis.,  bicycle 
dealers,  have  filed  petition  in  bankruptcy. 


Bicycle  belles  have  a  motto  that  "a  ring  on 
the  finger  is  worth  two  on  a  bicycle  bell." 


Always  make  it  a  rule  to  carry  a  piece  of 
copper  wire.     It  will  often  come  in  handy. 


Under  the  new  conditions  of  road  improve- 
ment touring  becomes  the  path-ology  of  cy- 
cling. 


No,  Maudie  dear,  a  wheelwoman  is  not  al- 
ways extravagant  when  she  rides  in  point  lace 
shoes. 


She  named  her  cycle  Love  because,  they 
say,  "Where'er  one  cares  to  rove  Love  finds 
the  way." 


Constant  loosening  and  tightening  of  bolts 
and  nuts  is  sufficient  to  ruin  the  strongest 
machine. 


From  all  accounts  the  prospects  of  the 
good  firms  in  the  cycle  trade  next  year  are 
promising. 

Nobody  need  ever  fear  the  clutch  of  rheu- 
matics who  takes  regular  moderate  exercise 
on  a  bicycle. 


Karl  Kron  is  frequently  seen  in  Central 
Park.  He  has  abandoned  the  ordinary  and 
rides  a  chainless. 


the  cryless  baby  and  the  dogless  sausage  are 
proper  things  for  1900. 


Any  wheelman  can  ride  down  hill  with  a 
tireless  air,  but  he  can't  make  much  progress 
up  hill  with  an  airless  tire. 


Pluck  always  tells.  Some  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful men  in  the  trade  owe  their  position 
to  their  ability  to  pluck  others. 


There  are  still  a  few  idiots  who  are  of  opin- 
ion that  the  cyclist  passes  through  the  coun- 
try without  seeing  its  beauties. 


A  New  York  girl  attempted  to  commit  sui- 
cide. Failing  in  the  attempt,  she  grew  des- 
perate and  took  to  century  riding. 


A  tire,  patched  and  plugged  galore,  has 
ceased  to  be  pneumatic;  its  sluggish  running 
better  earns  the  title  of  phlegmatic. 


After  a  man  has  made  a  mistake  in  his 
choice  of  a  machine,  most  anyone  can  tell 
him  how  it  might  have  been  avoided. 


A  girl,  a  wheel,  a  moonless  night,  he  played 
the  teacher's  part;  she  lost  her  balance  once 
or  twice,  while  he — he  lost  his  heart. 


When  one  sets  in  to  fill  a  long-felt  want  in 
cycling,  he  should  use  for  filling  something 
which  is  worth  the  price  he  wants  for  it. 


Why,  of  course  cycling  leads  to  longevity! 
How  many  wheelmen  and  wheelwomen  do 
we  hear  spoken  of  as  survivors  of  centuries. 


He  kneels  before  her  and  he  seems  to  tell 
of  true  love's  fire;  alas,  such  thoughts  are 
less  than  dreams.     He's  pumping  up  a  tire. 


O,  blow  ye  milers,  blow  sky  high  about  the 
many  miles  you've  done!  'Tis  time  alone  can 
make  years  fly — 'tis  time  can  make  the  century 
run. 


C.  E.  Munroe,  representing  the  Frank  Moss- 
berg  Co.,  of  Attleboro,  Mass.,  reports  from 
the  West  a  very  favorable  outlook  for  next 
season's  business. 


Harry  A.  Likly,  a  well  known  Cleveland 
dealer,  who  sold  the  Barnes  last  season,  will 
go  on  the  road  with  the  line  handled  by  E. 
C.  Stearns  &  Co. 


If  when  on  the  road  you  find  a  tire  valve 
leaking,  a  temporary  cure  will  be  found  in 
pressing  all  round  it  a  piece  of  damp  clay,  or, 
still  better,  some  soap. 


The  chainless  bicycle  has  surely  won  its 
place  in  public  favor,  and  the  next  thing  will 
probaby  be  the  chainless  watch.  The  watch- 
less  chain  is  quite  an  old  idea. 


Despite  sensational  preaching  to  the  con- 
trary, cycling  does  not  lead  to  immorality  any 
more  than  the  sidewalk  does.  Either  will 
take  you  anywhere  you  want  to  go. 


Just  a  little  maiden,  just  a  little  wheel,  just 
a  little  wabble,  just  a  little  squeal;  just  a  lit- 
tle tumble  of  herself  and  pride — there  we  have 
the  story  of  her  first  attempt  to  ride. 


The    chainless    bicycle,    the    tailless    horse, 


When  a  wheel  persists  in  squeaking  and  you 
are  unable  to  stop  it  or  find  out  the  reason, 
try  a  little  oil  on  the  spring  of  the  saddle,  as 
this  is  very  often  the  seat  of  the  annoyance. 


Three  hints  to  wheelwomen:  Never  be  with- 
out a  safety-pin.  Never  wear  a  skirt  with 
braid  around  the  bottom.  Never  wear  hat- 
pins; they  are  most  dangerous  in  case  of  acci- 
dent. 


Joseph  Kissick,  who,  for  several  years,  has 
sold  Clipper  wheels,  traveling  from  the  Cleve- 
land branch  store,  has  become  Ohio  repre- 
sentative for  the  George  N.  Pierce  Co.,  of 
Buffalo. 


To  those  troubled  with  cramp  the  follow- 
ing tip  may  be  useful:  Wind  a  piece  of  st''ong 
twine  round  the  limb  just  over  the  part  af- 
fected. Take  the  ends  of  the  string  in  each 
hand  and  pull  them  sharply. 


When  fastened  on  the  handle-bars  bells  not 
only  scratch  the  bars,  but  sometimes  cause 
them  to  become  rusty.  To  prevent  this,  twist 
a  narrow  strip  of  chamois  leather  neatly 
round,  and  fasten  the  bell  on  it. 


A  gentleman  named  Smith  hailing  from 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  issues  an  appeal  for  the  "by- 
cycle"  vote.  The  appeal  is  headed  "From 
The  Gazette."  The  orthography  certainly 
shows  it  was  not  from  the  dictionary. 


When  mending  a  puncture  do  not  be  in  too 
much  of  a  hurry  to  affix  the  patch  and  get 
the  tire  on  again.  Give  the  solution  plenty 
of  time  to  get  set,  then  place  the  patch  upon 
the  puncture,  and  the  repair  will  be  perma- 
nent. 


If  you  are  caught  in  the  rain  without  mud- 
guards procure  some  cardboard  and  cut  it 
as  near  the  shape  of  ordinary  leather  guards 
as  possible.  Make  holes  through  it  and  fasten 
to  the  frame  of  the  machine  with  string  in  the 
usual  way. 

Now  that  colder  weather  has  come  always 
remember  to  breathe  through  your  nostrils 
only_,  on  emerging  into  the  open  air  after 
leaving  a  warm  room  to  start  for  a  ride. 
Many  lung  troubles  are  brought  about  by  the 
neglect  of  this. 

The  villain  used  to  lie  in  wait  to  nab  the 
gentle  maid,  what  time  the  hero  walked  into 
the  trap  that  had  been  laid;  but  now  the  vil- 
lain merely  takes  a  piece  of  pointed  wire 
and,  while  the  maiden  wrings  her  hands,  he 
jabs  the  hero's  tire. 


"I'll  never  be  a  scorcher,  no,''  said  little 
Robert  Reed.  "I'll  never  mount  mj^  wheel 
and  go  at  most  indecent  speed."  But  that 
was  ere  he'd  learned  to  ride,  and  now,  each 
day,  b'goll}',  he  humps  his  back  and  bui-ns 
the  track  in  a  way  that  beats  the — trolley. 


Some  wheelwomen  during  a  ride  of  20  or  30 
miles  feel  fatigue,  which  necessitates  their 
dismounting  to  rest.  On  returning  home,  and 
before  retiring  to  rest,  always  take  nine  drops 
of  spirit  of  camphor  on  a  piece  of  sugar.  It 
will  be  found  very  beneficial  in  preventing 
cold. 


It  is  not  generally  understood  that  the  re- 
tardation caused  by  windage  is  largely  due  to 
the  resistance  which  the  spokes  experience 
when  spinning  round  in  the  air,  and  that  it  is 
nearly  as  difficult  to  ride  with  a  side  wind  on 
a  bleak  and  unprotected  road  as  with  a  head 
wind.     Such,  however,  is  the  case. 
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A  line  of  bicycles  that 
will  prove  a 

Tower  of 
Strength 


for   the   dealer. 


Columbias 
Hartfords 
Stormers 
Pennants 


Prices  $25.00  to  $75.00. 


Our  prices  are  right;  that  is  your  first 
consideration.      Other   things   being  equal,  '~-  - 

— but  other  things  won't  be  equal,  because 
in  handling  this  line  you  will  have  a  dis- 
tinct advantage  over  all  competitors.  We 
have  never  before  offered  so  many  improve- 
ments in  a  single  season.  Our  line  will 
appeal  to  all  persons  looking  for  new  wheels 

and  will  induce  many  riders,  who  might  otherwise  remain  satisfied,  to  discard  their  old  wheels.  Write  to  us 
at  once,  and  one  of  our  traveling  salesmen  will  soon  call  on  you.  He  will  show  you  the  1900  Columbia  Bevel- 
Gear  Chainless — the  handsomest  bicycle  we  have  ever  built.  Reduced  in  weight,  it  is  the  ideal  mount  for 
road  or  track.  He  will  also  show  the  1900  Columbia  Chain  Wheel  containing  many  improvements  in  com- 
mon with  the  Chainless,  and  others  peculiar  to  the  chain  gear.  Hartfords,  Stormers  and  Pennants  for  1900 
will  prove  quick  sellers  and  enable  you  to  more  than  meet  all  competition  in  medium  priced  machines. 

Our  new  Coaster  Brake  is  the  best  yet  devised.     It  can  be  fitted  to  either  chainless  or  chain  models. 

CYCLE  SUNDRIES. 

If  you  sell  bicycles,  it  is  fair  to  assume  that  you  are  in  the  market  for  cycle  sundries.  We  have  the 
largest  and  best  assorted  stock  of  Sundries  to  be  found.  Whether  you  handle  our  bicycles  or  not  a  postal  card 
request  will  bring  our  salesmen  to  you  with  samples  and  net  prices,  and  will  place  your  name  on  our  mail-list 
for  a  copy  of  our  handsome  Sundry  Catalogue  of  over  fifty  pages,  now  in  process  of  preparation. 

POPE   MANUFACTURING  CO., 

DIVISION    OF    AMERICAN    BICYCLE    COMPANY, 

HARTFORD,    CONN. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


LONDON  TOWER. 


24 


November  16, 


To  Run  A  Cycle  Show* 


FEW  persons  who  have  attended  a  cycle 
show  at  IMadison  Square  Garden  on  a 
Saturday,  and  gone  there  the  following  Mon- 
day to  witness  a  bicycle  race  or  attend  a  ball, 
have  realized  the  greatness  of  the  undertaking 
in  adapting  the  interior  of  the  great  arena  to 
the  new  attraction.  The  arena,  which  is  one 
of  the  largest  of  the  kind  in  the  world,  is  283 
feet  HI  length  from  wall  to  wall,  and  123  feet 
in  width.  The  floor  is  34,000  square  feet  in 
area,  and  is  laid  in  sections,  each  being  num- 
bered and  lettered  to  designate  its  position 
when  the  floor  is  to  be  put  down.  When  not 
in  use  these  sections  are  stored  in  bins  spe- 
cially prepared  for  them  in  the  basement  of 
the  bttilding. 

Ordinarily  50  men  are  required  to  make  a 
change  in  the  floor.  When  there  is  no  spe- 
cial reason  for  haste  the  fioor  is  taken  up  in 
six  hours,  or  put  down  in  eight,  but  on  occa- 
sions this  time  has  been  cut  down.  On  one 
occasion  a  ball  was  in  progress  in  the  garden 
at  5  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  at  10  o'clock 
on  the  same  morning  the  floor  had  been  re- 
moved, a  ring  arranged,  and  a  horse  sale  was 
in  full  sway. 

The  regular  staff  of  employes  at  Madison 
Square  Garden  consists  of  18  men,  who  re- 
main at  their  duties  during  the  entire  year, 
in  season  and  out.  They  consist  of  a  chief 
engineer  and  three  assistants,  a  porter  and 
three  assistants,  a  superintendent,  a  doorman, 
four  night  watchmen,  and  three  assistants  for 
the  superintendent.  These  men  remain  on 
duty  even  when  the  garden  is  rented  for  a 
day,  night,  or  week. 

Owing  to  the  diversity  of  purposes  for 
which  the  garden  is  rented,  there  is  almost 
a  continual  change  in  progress  in  the  arena. 
A  ball  requires  the  floor  to  be  in  place  in  as 
perfect  condition  as  possible.  The  following 
day  there  may  be  a  horse  sale,  when  the  floor 
must  be  taken  up  and  dirt  arranged  on  which 
the  horses  can  run  and  exhibit  their  points. 
Following  this  may  come  a  bicycle  race,  when 
not  only  must  the  floor  be  again  put  in  place, 
but  on  it  must  be  built  a  bicycle  track,  nine 
or  ten  laps  to  the  mile.  Then  comes  a  food 
show,  when  the  bicycle  track  must  be  re- 
moved and  spaces  for  the  several  objects  en- 
closed. A  week  is  required  to  prepare  the 
garden  for  the  sportsmen's  show,  which  is 
one  of  the  best  crowd-gathering  exhibits  held 
there.  It  takes  only  12  hours  to  build  the  bi- 
cycle track. 

The  military  tournament  requires  1,500 
loads  of  earth,  which  is  dumped  in  the  arena 
after  the  floor  has  been  removed,  and  the 
same  quantity  is  needed  for  a  circus.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  tournament  or  circus  the 
earth  is  all  removed.  It  costs  $1  a  load  to 
take  the  earth  each  way,  so  that  the  total 
cost  for  earth  alone  at  either  a  tournament  or 
circus  is  $3,000. 

Fifteen  or  thirty  workmen  are  employed 
lo  clean  the  garden,  and  this  work  costs  trom 
MH  to  $250,  according  to  the  character  of  the 
last  attraction.  Tlie  building  is  surrounded 
with  windows  at  a  level  with  the  sidewalks, 
and  one  of  the  worst  nuisances  the  managers 


have  to  contend  with  is  the  inclination  of 
small  boys  to  climb  through  the  windows  and 
gain  admittance  to  the  building.  To  over- 
come this  difticulty  the  windows  were  en- 
closed with  iron  bars,  with  sharp  tops,  placed 
six  inches  from  the  building.  During  the  last 
summer  a  boy  crawled  through  this  small 
space  and  entered  the  basement.  Early  last 
month  a  man  crawled  through  a  small  win- 
dow called  the  "Bullseye,"  and,  falling  40 
feet  into  the  cellar,  was  seriously  injured. 
When  he  regained  consciousness  he  said  that 
he  had  $60  in  his  pocket  and  could  have  paid 
the  admission  fee,  but  preferred  to  beat  his 
way  in  if  possible. 

Madison  Square  Garden  was  opened  on 
June  16,  1890.  Its  ordinary  seating  capacity 
is  6,500,  which  can  be  increased  to  12,000. 
When  Bourke  Cockran  spoke  in  the  '96  cam- 
paign, 12,200  persons  were  present;  and  when 
Cleveland  spoke  in  1892,  there  were  14,000 
persons,  the  largest  crowd  ever  seen  in  the 
building  at  one  time.  During  one  day  of  the 
six-day  bicycle  race,  in  1897,  however,  17,- 
000  persons  passed  in  through  the  doors. 

The  building  is  owned  by  a  stock  company, 
and  pays  a  city  tax  of  $100  per  day.  It  rents 
for  from  $1,000  to  §2,000  per  night,  according 
to  the  character  of  the  attraction  to  occupy 
the  building. 


Newly  Incorporated  Concerns. 

Wheeler  Mfg.  Co.,  Detroit.  Manufacturing 
and  sale  of  bicycle  saddles,  etc.  Capital,  $25,- 
000.  Incorporators:  F.  S.  Wheeler,  S.  E. 
Hartwell,  T.  J.  Beaubien,  all  of  Detroit. 

Marlborough  Automobile  &  Carriage  Co. 
Manufacturing'  and  dealing  in  automobiles. 
Capital,  $100,000,  of  which  $75  is  paid  in.  In- 
corporators: O.  P.  Walker,  F.  A.  Powc-s, 
of  Marlborough,  Mass.;  C.  F.  Chote,  of 
Southborough,   Mass. 


GOING  TO  CANADA. 


For  Patent  and  Other  Reasons  Handle-Bars  May  Be 
Made  Over  the  Border. 

The  stockholders  of  the  Dangler  Stove  & 
Mfg.  Co.,  Cleveland,  met  last  week  and  de- 
cided to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  the  con- 
cern from  $100,000  to  $300,000.  As  is  gen- 
erally known  this  concern  is  the  fountain- 
head  of  the  Kelly  Handle-Bar  Co.  and  the 
Kells  Mfg.  Co.  An  important  point  was  set- 
tled at  this  meeting  in  the  decision  to  estab- 
lish a  Canadian  factory  for  the  manufacture 
of  Kelly  handle-bars;  the  factory  probably  to 
be  located  in  Toronto.  On  the  face  of  it  this 
means  that  the  Kelly  bar.  already  popular 
across  the  line,  will  be  pushed  to  the  front 
and  incidentally,  of  course,  a  duty  of  30  per 
cent  will  be  saved. 

There  is  another  point  which  may  or  may 
not  have  had  something  to  do  with  this  de- 
cision. The  laws  of  Canada  and  a  number  of 
foreign  countries  difl'er  from  the  United  States 
as  regards  patents.  Uncle  Sam  allows  any 
foreigner  a  patent  for  a  certain  number  of 
years,  and  he  can  manufacture  or  not,  as  he 
pleases.     In    Canada,    however,    they    aim    to 


promote  home  industries,  and  the  alien  who 
secures  protection  for  his  invention  is  obliged 
after  a  certain  number  of  years  to  begin  the 
manufacture  ol  the  article  in  Canada,  or  else 
forfeit  his  right  to  the  patent.  One  of  the 
early  patents  on  Kelly  handle-bars  will  be 
afTected  by  this  ruling  some  time  next  spring; 
naturally  the  wide-awake  Cleveland  concern 
does  not  propose  to  lose  its  hold  in  a  promis- 
ing field. 


Big  Coaster-Brake  Orders. 

The  Eclipse  Bicycle  Co.,  of  Elmira,  N.  Y., 
have  received  orders  for  25,000  Morrow  hub 
brakes  during  the  last  six  days.  The  follow- 
ing manufacturers  have  signified  their  inten- 
tion to  fit  it  to  their  cycles  as  extra  equip- 
ment: Eagle  Bicycle  Co.,  George  N.  Pierce 
Co.,  Davis  Sewing  Machine  Co.,  Iver-John- 
son's  Arms  &  Cycle  Works,  Reading  Stand- 
ard Mfg.  Co.,  Thomas  Mfg.  Co.,  Rochester 
Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  R.  H.  Wolfi  &  Co.,  Trinity 
Cycle  Co.,  Waltham  Mfg.  Co.,  Crawford 
Mfg.  Co.,  Gormully  &  Jeffery,  Sterling  Cy- 
cle Works,  Black  Mfg.  Co.,  A.  G.  Spalding 
&  Bro.,  Day  Mfg.  Co.,  Elmore  Mfg.  Co., 
Miami  Cycle  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Remington  Arms 
Co.,  Spier  Mfg.  Co.,  Beebe  Mfg.  Co.,  Dem- 
orest  Mfg.  Co.,  Arnold,  Schwinn  &  Co.,  Mar- 
ion Cycle  Co.,  Julius  Andrae  &  Sons  Co., 
Snell  Cycle  Fittings  Co.,  Kirk  Mfg.  Co.,  E. 
C.  Stearns  &  Co.,  Columbus  Bicycle  Co.. 
Geneva  Cycle  Co.,  Fanning  Cycle  Co.  It 
is  very  evident  that  coaster  brakes  are  going 
to  be  a  big  feature  in  1900,  and  agents,  in  or- 
der to  be  in  a  position  to  secure  their  share 
of  the  business,  will  be  obliged  to  have  cycles 
so  fitted,  and  they  should  see  that  manufact- 
urers whom  they  are  representing  are  in  a 
position  to  supply  this  equipment. 


Don't  Keep  This  Wolff  from  Your  Door. 

If  the  Wolfif-American  product  parallels  the 
Wolff-American  advertising,  as  it  has  done 
heretofore,  it  has  plenty  of  reasons  for  being 
in  the  market.  The  company's  announce- 
ment of  1900  prices  and  policy  is  timely,  ag- 
gressive and  concise.  R.  H.  Wolff  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  apparently  intend  to  live  up  to  their 
record  and  make  a  new  one.  A  full  line  of 
Wolff-Americans  at  $35  to  $65  is  a  new  con- 
dition, and  the  addition  of  the  Wolverine  at 
$25  arms  the  Wolff-American  travelers  with 
a  fine  proposition.  Wolff-Americans  are  a 
distinctively  metropolitan  product — made  in 
factories  covering  four  acres  of  New  York 
City  ground.  The  company  promises  careful 
attention  to  all  correspondence. 


Cycling  Not  Derogatory. 

A  case  interesting  to  servants  who  cycle, 
and  they  are  more  numerous  nowadays  than 
one  would  imagine,  was  that  heard  by  a  Ger- 
man magistrate.  A  remark  in  the  testimonial 
of  a  discharged  servant  to  the  effect  that  she 
was  dismissed  "on  account  of  cycling,"  was 
held  by  the  magistrate  to  be  illegal,  and  he 
directed  that  it  should  be  struck  out. 


Marsh  Bros.'  Machine. 

A  Brockton,  Mass.,  editorial  sage  takes  oc- 
casion to  remark:  "If  the  best  automobile  in 
the  world  has  been  devised  by  Brockton  par- 
ties, as  many  believe  who  have  seen  the  ma- 
chine of  the  Marsh  Bros.,  it  is  hoped  that  it 
will  bear  the  name  of  the  city,  for  in  the  next 
few  years  horseless  carriages  will  advertise  a 
city  more  than  anything  else." 
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STEARNS 

BICYCLES. 

List  Prices  $40,  $50,  $60,  Chainless  $75. 
Tourist  $25, 


BARNES 

BICYCLES. 

List  Prices  $40,  $50,  $60,  Chainless  $75. 
Corsair  $25. 


SYRACUSE 

BICYCLES. 

List  Prices  $40  and  $50. 
Empire   $25. 


Each  line  more  complete  than  ever  before* 

Each  make  given  greater  prominence  than  ever  before* 

Each  model  nearer  perfection  than  ever  before* 

Each  agency  more  desirable  than  ever  before* 

fe^  «^  «^ 

Our  travelers  arc  now  on  the  road  with  samples  and  will  be  pleased  to  call  upon  you 

if  you  will  but  request  it. 

ti^   %^   %^ 

AH  correspondence    (except    for   California,   Washington  and  Oregon)   relating  to    the 
selling  of  Stearns,  Barnes  and  Syracuse  bicycles  should  hereafter  be  addressed  to 

E.  C.  Stearns  &  Company, 

Division  of   American   Bicycle   Company, 


For  California,  Wastiington  and  Oregon,  address: 
E.  C.  STEARNS  &  COMPANY, 
Division  of  American  Bicycle  Company, 
210  McAllister  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


SYRACUSE,    N.    Y. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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CATCHING  THE  JAPS. 


New    The    Yankees     of     The     tast     Are     Best 
Made    Customers 
Of. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Nov.  10. — Japan  has 
assumed  an  important  rank  in  the  list  of  com- 
mercial nations,  and  in  doing  so  has  greatly 
increased  her  trade  with  the  United  States. 

The  growth  of  tiie  importations  of  bicycles 
into  Japan  from  the  United  States  has  been 
rapid.  In  1897  the  bicycle  exports  were  val- 
ued at  $52,179;  in  1898  they  had  increased  to 
188,905,  and  still  further,  in  1899,  to  $117,943. 
The  Japanese  have  no  prejudice  against 
American  manufactures;  on  the  contrary, 
their  superiority  is  freely  admitted,  and  this 
is  particularly  true  of  American  bicycles.  The 
chief  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  greater  in- 
troduction there  of  American  wheels  lies  in 
the  fact  that  their  manufacturers  are  not  put- 
ting forth  the  same  degree  of  effort  for  the 
Japanese  markets  that  the  exporters  from 
other  countries  are. 

Japanese  business  people  are  slow,  method- 
ical, and  cautious  in  their  dealings,  and  it  is 
characteristic  of  them  to  protect  themselves 
at  every  point.  Business  must  be  done  care- 
fully with  them;  their  responsibility  must  be 
thoroughly  investigated,  and  also  their  gen- 
eral business  reputation.  There  are  mercan- 
tile agencies  throughout  Japan  which  furnish 
financial  ratings. 

There  is  one  peculiarity  about  the  Japanese 
that  does  not  attach  to  any  other  people,  and 
it  is  this:  The  average  Japanese  are  very  suspi- 
cious of  goods  that  do  not  bear  fancy  trade- 
marks. They  buy  goods  much  more  readily  that 
carry  a  device  or  emblem,  or  that  bear  a  seal, 
and  many  a  good  wheel  would  be  in  danger 
of  rejection  because  not  put  up  fancifully. 

For  the  better  protection  of  shippers'  in- 
terests, it  may  be  said  that  much  more  care 
should  be  taken  by  Americans  in  packing 
machines  for  the  Japanese  market.  Several 
well-founded  complaints  have  recently  been 
made  in  this  respect  concerning  American 
wheels,  and  while  it  is  true  the  same  fault 
attaches  to  other  foreign  shippers,  that  fact 
is  of  much  value  to  American  exporters. 

Japan  affords  great  possibilities  to  Ameri- 
can bicycle  exporters,  and  they  should  give 
that  market  the  attention  it  deserves.  Under 
the  new  Japanese  tariff,  which  went  into  ef- 
fect on  Jan.  1,  1899,  a  duty  of  25  per  cent  is 
levied  upon  bicycles  and  parts  thereof. 


Wants  to  Buy  Sundries,  Etc. 

F.  T.  Merrill,  the  veteran  dealer  of  Port- 
land, Ore.,  will  be  at  the  Saratoga  Hotel,  Chi- 
cago, about  November  20.  While  closely 
identified  with  the  G.  &  J.  and  Shelby  lines, 
he  desires  to  meet  representatives  of  other 
lines;  also  of  sundries,  automobiles,  etc. 


To  Save  Two  Cents. 

"It  doesn't  appear  to  be  generally  known," 
said  the  paying  teller  of  the  bank  to  his  friend 
the  bookkeeper  of  the  cycle  factory,  "that 
when  a  man  draws  a  check  to  his  own  order 
he  needn't  put  a  two-cent  stamp  on  it.  If 
you,  for  instance,  want  to  get  out  some  money 
from  your  account,  all  you  need  to  do  is  to 
change  your  check  so  that  it  reads  like  a  re- 
ceipt. Write  'received  of  in  front  of  the 
bank's  name,  cross  out  the  words  'pay  to  the 
order  of,'  and  then  fill  in  the  spaces  with  the 
amount  of  money  required  and  sign  as  usual, 


and  you  iiave  there  a  check  that  is  legal  with- 
out a  stamp. 

"The  Government  decided  that  this  could  be 
done  last  August,  but  like  the  canny  Govern- 
ment it  is,  it  gave  no  great  publicity  to  its 
decision,  and  probably  not  one  private  person 
or  business  house  in  ten  has  ever  heard  of 
the  matter.  I  have  laughed  a  good  deal  at 
the  innumerable  skinflints  who  have  come  in 
here  to  draw  money  and  have  affixed  the  un- 
needed  stamp  to  their  checks,  with  deep 
grumbles.  It  has  delighted  me  to  think  that 
they  have  been  wasting  two  cents  in  each 
case,  and  that  I  could,  if  I  would  (but  I 
wouldn't),  save  them  a  neat  little  sum  by  tell- 
ing them  the  law.  I  withhold  the  informa- 
tion because  I  am  a  true  patriot." 


SENT  ABROAD. 


What  American  Manufacturers   Have   Done  During 
the  Last  Fiscal  Year. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  Nov.  10.— The  fact  that 
our  total  exports  of  manufactured  goods  in- 
creased from  $290,697,354  during  the  fiscal 
year  of  1898  to  $338,075,558  during  the  fiscal 
year  just  ended  shows  that  American  manu- 
facturers are  becoming  more  familiar  with 
the  requirements  of  foreign  markets. 

The  fact  that  our  exports  of  manufactured 
goods  show  an  increase  of  $48,978,304  in  one 
year  would  seem  to  bear  out  the  assertion 
that  the  United  States  has  entered  upon  a 
new   industrial   era. 

American  cycle  manufacturers  contributed 
$5,753,880  to  the  grand  total  for  the  year  just 
ended,  and  they  can  reasonably  be  expected 
to  make  even  a  better  showing  during  the 
current  fiscal   year. 

Letting  Your  Light  So  Shine. 

Judging  from  the  way  many  riders  carry 
the  lamps  on  their  bicycles,  there  would  ap- 
pear to  be  many  who  do  not  know  the  proper 
position  the  lamp  should  occupy.  It  should 
be  fixed  so  that  the  lamp  neither  points 
towards  the  sky  nor  declines  towards  the 
ground.  If  the  latter  is  the  case,  little  light 
is  emitted  and  the  reflector  will  be  damaged: 
if  the  former,  the  light  is  again  curtailed  and 
the  glass  will  probably  be  cracked,  and  in 
either  case  the  lamp  will  smoke.  Carry  your 
lamp  in  such  a  position  that  the  reservoir  is 
perfectly  horizontal,  and  the  flame  will  then 
be  practically  parallel  with  the  reflector,  and 
will  burn  brightly  without  the  possibility  of 
damaging  any  part  of  the  lamp. 


As  a  Last  Resort. 

If,  owing  to  the  breaking  of  a  couple  of 
adjacent  spokes  the  rider  away  from  home 
should  be  brought  to  a  standstill,  as  a  last 
resort,  he  may  cut  out  a  spoke  leading  from 
the  same  portion  of  the  rim  to  the  opposite 
side  of  the  hub,  when  the  rim  will  spring 
back  sufficiently  to  pass  the  fork,  and  the 
wheel  may  not  be  so  far  weakened  as  to  be 
unridable. 


KEEPING  RIGHT. 


Road  Rules  Those  Who  Cycle  Invariably  Abuse  Even 
Off  the  Wheel. 

You  can  tell  a  wheelman  by  his  walk.  Not 
because  of  a  peculiarity  of  gait,  but  for  the 
reason  that  he  unconsciously  and  invariably 
follows  the  strict  rule  of  the  road  learned 
while  cycling. 

On  the  sidewalks  of  the  crowded  streets  a 


man  whose  acquaintance  among  cycle  riders 
is  quite  extensive  has,  as  a  matter  of  GUrios- 
ity,  watched  his  cycling  friends  walking  to 
and  from  business.  Almost  without  exception 
they  pass  to  the  right  when  meeting  other 
pedestrians  and  to  the  left  when  passing  from 
behind.  When  turning  a  corner  a  pedestrian 
who  has  learned  to  cycle  hugs  the  wall  closely 
if  going  to  the  right,  and  is  almost  sure  to 
make  a  long  turn  if  bound  to  the  left. 

If  all  pedestrians  would  observe  the  rules 
of  the  road  on  the  sidewalks  as  well  as  the 
wheelmen  observe  them  on  the  highways, 
there  would  be  fewer  toes  trampled  upon  and 
fewer  persons  nudged  in  the  ribs  by  protrud- 
ing and  sharp  elbows. 

There  is  nothing  more  annoying  to  t'ne  par- 
ticipants and  nothing  more  laughable  to  the 
spectator  than  to  sec  two  persons  dancing  up 
and  down  and  taking  a  series  of  side  steps  in 
the  wrong  direction. 

Cycling  is  unconsciously  teaching  people 
how  best  to  keep  out  of  each  other's  way. 
Anyone  who  does  not  think  the  result  is  sure 
to  be  beneficial  ought  to  attempt  to  stem  a 
crowd  coming  from  a  theatre  or  crossing,^he 
bridge  at  rush  hours.  There  will  be  no  polish 
left  on  the  rash  individual's  shoes,  there  will 
be  mud  stains  on  his  garments  and  a  feeling  of 
deep,  bitter  resentment  against  all  mankind 
in  his  bosom. 


To  Andraeize  New  England. 

Arrangements  have  just  been  made  whereby 
George  F.  Kehew  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  Mass., 
become  distributers  of  Andrae  cycles  for  the 
New  England  States.  The  Kehew  Company 
will  also  retail  Andraes  in  Boston,  and,  to  do 
this  to  a  greater  advantage,  have  moved  to 
larger  and  more  convenient  quarters  at  55 
Hanover  street,  one  of  the  best  reail  districts 
of  Boston.  For  many  years  past  the  Andrae 
product  has  been  popular  in  the  New  Eng- 
land States,  the  dealers  being  supplied  either 
from  the  Andrae  Eastern  office,  or  direct  from 
the  Milwaukee  factory.  Now,  with  the  Ke- 
hew Company  covering  the  territory  thor- 
oughly, it  is  safe  to  say  that  all  former  years' 
sales  will  be  surpassed. 


Strictly  First  Class. 

''When  a  pedal  has  no  cones  to  tighten  or 
to  crush,  because  the  balls  run  directly  on  the 
pin  and  against  the  face  of  a  ball-washer,  then 
you  have  a  strictly  first-class  pedal,"  such  is 
the  dictum  and  experience  of  the  American 
Cutlery  Co.,  of  Chicago,  with  their  A.  C.  C. 
pedal.  Even  a  cursory  examination  of  the 
A.  C.  C.  product  will  show  that  easy  adjust- 
ment and  true  running  must  result  from  the 
cross-bars  being  screwed  on  the  tubular  bar- 
rel with  a  heavy  independent  cup  inserted  in 
perfect  alignment.  The  finish  of  these  goods 
is  in  keeping  with  the  high  reputation  of 
their  makers. 


Defiance  Sells  Machinery. 

The  Defiance  (Ohio)  Cycle  Works  has  sold 
its  bicycle  machinery  to  the  York  Company, 
of  Cleveland.  The  Defiance  Cycle  Works 
will  in  the  near  future  manufacture  another 
line  which  will  keep  the  factory  running  the 
year  round. 

They  Waat  Bicycles. 

C.  Scott  &  Son,  very  good  people  of  Vin- 
cennes,  Ind.,  are  in  the  market  for  a  full  line 
of  bicycles. 
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Cbe  Cillinflbast  Patent 

fm  Been  Sustained 


BY  A  DECREE  IN  THE  U.  S.  COURT  OF  THE  FIRST  CIRCUIT, 

ON    NOVEMBER  14.  1899. 

The  following  licensees  alone  are  authorized  to 
make  and  sell  Single-Tube  Tires  for  bicycles: 


B.  F.  Goodrich  Company. 
Hartford  Rubber  Works. 
Revere  Rubber  Company. 
Mechanical  Fabric  Company. 


Boston  Woven  Hose  &  Rubber  Co. 
Newton  Rubber  Works. 
Hodgman  Rubber  Company. 
L.  C.  Chase  &  Company. 


Western   Wheel   Works. 

No   licenses   covering   tires   for   use   on   vehicles   have  as  yet  been 
issued. 

Manufacturers,  dealers  and  all  other  persons  are    warned    not    to 
make,  sell  or  use  any  unlicensed  tires. 

THEODORE  A.  DODGE, 

Room   1238  N.  Y.  Life  Building, 
NEW  YORK  CITY. 
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MOORE  AND  MOTORS. 


One     Vehicle     Maker     Who     is     Going     at 
the    Automobile    Game    Cor- 
rectly. 

A  Wheel  man  ran  across  A.  L.  Moore, 
president  of  the  Cleveland  Machine  Screw 
Co.,  the  other  day,  and  casually  inquired  as 
to  the  outlook  in  the  bicycle  business?  "Don't 
know  anything  about  the  bicycle  business," 
was  the  reply;  "'I  am  out  of  it  clean  and  clear 
and  have  no  connection  with  any  branch  of 
it.  Our  active  interests  in  the  A.  B.  C.  are 
now  in  other  hands." 

However,  the  duties  of  this  energetic  offi- 
cial are  not  liable  to  be  lightened  by  the 
change,  for  the  company's  rapidly  developing 
motor  vehicle  business  is  requiring  a  great 
deal  of  Mr.  Moore's  attention.  The  new  fac- 
tory additions  to  the  Second  avenue  plant  are 
nearly  completed,  and  in  the  meantime  the 
portions  oi  the  old  factory  used  in  the  new 
work  have  been  pushed  to  their  full  capacity, 
turning  out  parts  for  carriages.  It  won't  take 
very  long  after  the  installation  of  the  new 
factory  for  them  to  turn  out  complete  car- 
riages at  a  rate  equal  to  the  capacity  of  any 
other  concern  in  the  country. 

Last  week  a  number  of  complete  carriages 
were  turned  over  to  the  painters  for  finishing, 
being  among  the  first  stock  machines  turned 
out.  Several  of  them  will  go  to  the  Paris 
branch,  which  is  fairly  buried  beneath  orders; 
the  Sperry  carriage  having  already  acquired 
a  very  enviable  reputation  in  France,  while 
the  others  have  already  been  spoken  for  by 
officials  of  the  company  or  will  be  used  for 
exhibition  purposes.  Despite  the  prospects 
that  they  will  soon  be  turning  out  complete 
vehicles  in  several  styles,  Mr.  Moore  impressed 
the  newspaper  man  with  the  fact  that  they 
are  not  yet  looking  for  business  from  the 
general  public,  preferring  to  have  everything 
in  perfect  shape  before  they  invite  patronage. 

It  is  a  policy  which  might  well  be  followed 
by  other  would-be  manufacturers.  The  fel- 
low who  has  one  carriage  in  process  of  con- 
struction and  who  loudly  proclaims  that  he 
is  in  a  position  to  take  orders  for  any  quanti- 
ty of  machines,  constitutes  a  large  proportion 
of  the  motor  vehicle  business  to-day,  much 
to  the  annoyance  of  those  who  are  really  anx- 
ious to  buy. 


Takes  the  Hartford. 

Hartford,  Nov.  13.— The  Columbia  Elec- 
tric Vehicle  Co.  is  again  to  add  to  its  already 
large  plant.  Negotiations  are  now  in  progress 
for  the  purchase  of  the  Hartford  Cycle  Co.'s 
building.  The  business  of  the  latter  com- 
pany will  be  transferred  to  the  Pope  Mfg. 
Company,  and  the  building  will  be  used  for 
the  building  of  motor  carriages. 


THE  MOUSE   AND  THE   MOUNTAIN. 


Much   "Groaning"    for    a    Very    Little    Cause   or 
Possible  Effect. 

Amid  loud  cries  of  "Automobile  Trust! 
England  and  America  to  control  the  automo- 
bile trade!"  and  a  lot  more  of  such  balder- 
dash on  the  part  of  a  blatant  press-worker 
and  a  senseless  press,  an  automobile  company 
has  been  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Del- 
aware, with  a  registered  capital  of  $T5,0ft(),()0O, 
of  which  $5,000  is  paid  up.  All  the  rest  is  on 
paper. 


Of  course,  the  stock  will  be  offered  to  the 
public,  and  the  public  will  buy  in  quantities, 
greater  or  less,  particularly  the  latter,  accord- 
ing to  their  faith  in  the  concern.  Five  per 
cent  of  $75,000,000  is  $3,750,000.  It  will  be 
seen,  therefore,  that  if  the  promoters  can  sell 
their  securities  for  as  much  as  five  cents  on 
the  dollar  they  will  have  sufficient  outside 
capital  to  start  a  pretty  fair  automobile  plant 
without  touching  their  original  investment  of 
$5,000,  -which  would  probably  be  sufiicient  to 
build  three  or  four  ordinary  vehicles. 

It  is  schemes  of  this  kind,  backed  by  idiotic 
newspaper  notoriety,  that  cause  the  people  to 
cry  out  against  corporations  of  large  capitali- 
zation. But  all  the  people  do  not  cry  out 
against  them  immediately.  Some  buy  stock 
and  reserve  their  animadversions  for  a  later 
date. 


COST  THREE  DOLLARS. 


And  Boilers  of  Steam  Automobiles  in  Washington  Must 
Be  Examined  Yearly. 

The  Board  of  Examiners  of  Steam  Engi- 
neers has  been  directed  by  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia Commissioners  to  hereafter  examine 
such  candidates  as  may  present  themselves 
for  examination  for  running  automobiles,  lo- 
comobiles or  any  other  vehicle  propelled  by 
steam  on  the  streets  or  roads  of  the  District. 

The  board  is  further  directed  to  make  such 
examination  of  candidates  as  relates  to  the 
operating  of  the  engines  of  these  vehicles, 
and,  upon  a  satisfactory  examination  being 
passed,  to  issue  to  the  successful  candidates 
licenses  to  the  effect  that  the  persons  named 
therein  are  competent  to  operate  the  boilers 
and  engines  of  such  vehicles. 

The  commissioners  have  ordered  that  the 
fee  for  such  service  shall  be  $3,  the  same  as 
in  other  cases,  and  that  all  boilers  on  such 
machines  shall  be  submitted  annually  to  the 
inspection  of  the  inspector  of  boilers. 


And  the  Moon's  Made  of  Green  Cheese. 

The  gentleman  whose  grandiloquent  press 
agent  has  filled  the  unsuspecting  newspapers 
full  of  "the  $200,000,000  automobile  trust,"  in- 
terviews himself  and  prints  the  result  thereof 
as  follows: 

"Representatives  of  the  automobile  inter- 
ests of  England,  with  whom  I  have  been  ac- 
quainted for  a  long  time,  came  to  this  country 
some  weeks  ago  with  a  party  of  seven  repre- 
sentatives of  different  corporations  and  firms 
engaged  in  this  line  of  business  in  England 
and  on  the  Continent.  Their  plans  seemed  to 
me  so  legitimate  and  promising  that  I  under- 
took to  secure  some  American  capitalists  to 
join  with  them.  The  moderate  amount  of 
capital  furnished  by  Americans  was  all  paid  in 
by  W.  W.  Gibbs,  and  other  Philadelphians 
are  associated  with  him.  Handsome  and  rapid 
vehicles  will  be  sold  for  remarkably  low 
prices.  The  weight  of  these  vehicles  is  not 
more  than  30  per  cent  of  the  weight  of  the 
principal  vehicles  now  in  use  in  this  country. 
The  cost  of  operating  them  is  comparatively 
insignificant." 


A  la  Steve  Crane. 

.■\  man  stood  gazing  afar  off.  And  one 
came  who  was  curious. 

"What  do  you  see?"  he  asked. 

"Nothing,"    said   the   man. 

:\nd  the  other  laughed  "You  must  be 
l)liii(l."   he  said. 

"I  am,"  was  the  answer. 


.A.nd  the  curious  one — chased  himself. 

A  Horrible  Thing  with  17  different  heads 
and  an  assortment  of  99-cent  red  and  green 
eyes  came  along  the  road. 

"Oh,  I  don't  know,"  it  said,  and  laughed 
leeringly.     "I  am  a  good  many!" 

But  just  then  a  brand  new  automobile,  with 
a  novice  in  charge,  came  tearing  along  and 
ran  it  down,  and  came  back,  and  did  it  over 
again,  and  tied  its  spinal  column  up  into  some 
new  and  fancy  kinks,  and  the  thing's  boilers 
exploded  and  filled  its  eyes  with  steam  and 
any  old  thing,  after  which  the  automobile 
chew-chewed  and  disappeared  down  the  road. 

And  the  Horrible  Thing  rose  slowly. 

"I  am  not  so  considerable  as  I  used  to  be," 
it  murmured  sadly  and  limped  away. 


In  a  Lighter  Vein. 

A  lantern  parade!  Aha,  what  memories  it 
revives  of  the  happy  times  when  every  rider 
was  glad  to  be  a  participant  in  these  chaste 
and  refined  Madri  Gras  frolics! 

They  may  be  and  undoubtedly  are  a  source 
of  great  pleasure  to  the  spectators,  but  the 
riders  are  usually  cast  into  deep  gloom  by  the 
"lights  that  fail"  (to  remain  lighted),  or  sur- 
rounded by  a  brilliant  halo  of  burning  paper. 
A  man  encased  in  barrel  hoops,  festooned 
with  tissue  paper  and  other  inflammables 
undergoing  the  process  of  quick  combustion 
excites  great  merriment  from  the  onlookers, 
but  personally  he  doesn't  share  in  the  mirth 
to  any  marked  extent;  and  when  the  morning 
paper  jocosely  refers  to  him  as  impersonating 
Joan  of  Arc  his  cup  of  sorrow  is  filled  to  the 
brim. 

In  the  sober  light  of  reflection  the  former 
parader  is  now  more  than  likely  inclined  to 
think  burning  at  the  stake  preferable,  being 
no  warmer  and  much  more  glorious. 


The  Bown  Ball  Does  It. 

An  ingenious  yet  exceedingly  simple  tire 
valve  has  been  brought  out  by  the  Bown 
Machine  Works,  Battle  Creek,  Mich.  A  small 
rubber  ball  is  used  as  a  plunger.  The  ball 
has  a  runway  of  sufficient  length  to  enable  it 
to  move  freely.  With  a  ball  as  a  plunger 
absolutely  no  mechanical  resistance  has  to  be 
overcome  in  filling  the  tire,  but  only  the  in- 
ternal air  pressure  is  to  be  pumped  against. 
The  instant  that  pumping  is  stopped  the  rub- 
ber ball  flies  back  to  its  seat,  checking  the 
outflow  of  air  immediately.  The  harder  the 
tire  is  pumped  the  tighter  will  the  valve  hold. 
With  this  construction  a  larger  space  can  be 
provided  for  the  air  to  flow  through  than 
with  a  metal  plunger.  Jt  is  not  affected  by 
dirt,  as  it  has  no  fiat  place  for  the  dirt  to 
lodge.  The  manufacturers  claim  that  it  will 
never  need  repairing,  as  the  ball  will  not  wear 
out,  and  that  it  cannot  get  out  of  order. 


Machinery  Horse  Is  Coming. 

A  Milwaukee  enthusiast  arises  to  remark 
that  the  beer  city  is  soon  to  be  the  centre  of 
the  automobile  industry  of  the  United  States. 
A  man  from  Iowa,  he  says,  has  invented  a 
machine  weighing  not  more  than  75  pounds, 
.which  can  be  attached  to  any  vehicle  now 
drawn  by  a  horse,  and  is  capable  of  reaching 
a  speed  of  50  miles  an  hour.  It  is  said  a 
stock  company  backed  by  $1,000,000  is  soon 
to  be  formed  in  this  city  lo  manufacture  the 
machine,  and  that  a  man  well  known  through- 
ont  the  United  Stales  will  l)e  at  the  luvul  of 
the  concern. 
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The  BEST  WHEELS  are  being  EQUIPPED  with 
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Because  They 


Are  the  ONLY  BARS  which  CANNOT  FALL  DOWN. 

Ate   NOT    made  of    CAST    IRON. 

Are  EASILY  ADJUSTED. 

Are  Fitted  with  INVISIBLE  INTERNAL  EXPANDER. 

Are  a  Combination  of  BEAUTY   and    STRENGTH. 

I  A.e  MECHANICALLY   CORRECT. 

Write  us  for 
Beautiful  Water-Color  Sketch. 


3fre&rick  ^anufactucing  Co 

150  IRasgau  Street, 

mew  Borl?  Citg,  la.  S.  B. 
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November  16, 


AN  INGENIOIS  MECHANISM. 


An  Apparent  Mechanical  Solution  of  the  How  - 

Fast  -  Am  -  I  -  Going 

Problem. 

Now  that  century  riding  against  time  has 
become  a  veritable  mania  here  in  the  East, 
it  seems  right  and  timely  that  those  who  en- 
joy this  sort  of  thing  should  have  something 
more  reliable  than  the  rule-of-thumb  guessing 
that  has  hitherto  made  failure  more  frequent 
than  success  in  road  work. 

There  has  been  a  number  of  attempts  to 
produce  an  instrument  that  would  indicate, 
at  a  glance,  the  speed  that  a  bicyclist  was 
riding,  but  all  attempts  to  do  so  have 
been  failures  up  to  the  present  time.  The 
reason  for  these  failures  heretofore  has  b.een 
the  difficulty  of  making  an  instrument  that 
would  operate  successfully  running  at  the 
same  speed  as  the  wheel,  while  at  the  same 
time  withstanding  the  jar  if  rigidly  mounted 
to  a  bicycle. 

Then  it  was  not  easy  to  devise  a  method  of 
connecting  the  instrument  to  the  wheel  which 
would  be  direct,  without  slippage  or  lost  mo- 
tion, from  the  wheel  to  the  instrument,  while 
the  latter  had  to  be  thoroughly  dust-proof, 
with  all  mechanical  parts  thoroughly  pro- 
tected. 

After  three  years  of  constant  experiment- 
ing and  testing,  the  C.  &  M.  Co.,  251  South 
Jefferson  street,  Chicago,  have  been  success- 
ful in  producing  an  instrument  that  complete- 
ly overcomes  all  the  difficulties  encountered 
heretofore,  recognizing  the  fact  that  it  would 
be  futile  to  present  to  the  public  an  instru- 
ment unless  it  was  thoroughly  practical. 

The  Speedometer,  as  the  new-comer  is 
called,  weighs  only  about  five  ounces,  is 
small,  I  by  If  inches,  and  is  made  with  a  dial 
graduated  either  in  minutes  per  mile  or  min- 
utes per  and  miles  per  hour.  Every  instru- 
ment is  fully  guaranteed,  thereby  showing  it 
has  passed  the  experimental  stage  of  its  ex- 
istence. 


"I  don't  bother  with  them,  for  they  won't 
remain  fixed  any  length  of  time.  I  have  found 
a  good  way  to  fix  up  a  pair  of  old  tires  if  they 
are  of  first-class  make.  I  take  some  con- 
densed milk  and  mix  a  little  meal  with  it. 
This  I  inject  into  the  tire,  and  I  find  the  re- 
sult excellent.  The  mixture  stops  up  all  the 
little  crevices.  I  do  not  believe  that  it  does 
the  rubber  any  harm.  Morning,  sir.  When 
your  tires  need  fixing  up  just  come  around 
and  see  me." 


enough  to  say  in  its  behalf.  The  Columbia 
can  be  extinguished  and  relighted  with  the 
same  charge  of  carbon  as  often  as  necessary, 
while  the  flame,  being  capable  of  regulating, 
allows  of  a  prevention  of  all  waste  of  carbide. 
With  a  height  of  about  five  inches  and  a 
weight  of  less  than  eighteen  ounces,  the  light 
giver  leaves  nothing  to  be  wished  for  in  the 
matter  of  compactness. 


To  Take  Rust  Off. 

A  very  simple  and  effective  method  of  clean- 
ing rusted  iron  or  steel  parts,  no  matter  how 
badly  they  are  rusted,  consists  in  attaching 
a  piece  of  ordinary  zinc  to  the  articles  and 
then  letting  them  lie  in  water,  to  which  a  lit- 
tle sulphuric  acid  is  added.  They  should  be 
left  immersed  for  several  days  or  a  week,  un- 
til the  rust  has  entirely  disappeared,  the  time 
depending  on  the  depth  of  the  rust  coat.  If 
there  is  much  rust  a  little  fresh  sulphuric  acid 
should  be  added  occasionally. 

The  essential  part  of  the  process  is  that  the 
zinc  should  be  in  good  electrical  contact  with 
the  iron.  Besides  the  simplicity  of  this  pro- 
cess, it  has  the  great  advantage  that  the  iron 
itself  is  not  attacked  in  the  least,  as  long  as 
the  zinc  is  in  good  electrical  contact  with  it. 
The  method  is  especially  applicable  to  objects 
with  sharp  corners  or  edges,  or  to  files  and 
other  articles  on  which  buffing  wheels  ought 
not  to  be  used.  The  rusted  iron  and  the  zinc 
make  a  short-circuited  battery,  the  action  of 
which  reduces  the  rust  back  to  iron,  this  ac- 
tion continuing  as  long  as  any  rust  is  left. 


Majestic  Made  by  Miller. 

Even  if  there  was  anything  that  was  perfect 
that  thing  would  hardly  be  an  acetylene  lamp, 
the  difficulties  to  overcome  in  which  are  many 
and  novel.  Messrs.  Edward  ]\Iiller  &  Co., 
Meriden,  Conn.,  served  a  long  apprenticeship 
in  lamp-construction  of  every  kind  before  they 
understood  how  to  build  an  acetylene  one,  so 
they  had  not  to  learn  and  unlearn  many 
tilings  their  less  experienced  competitors  had 
to  discover  and  forget  before  they  could  build 
any  sort  of  a  gas  lamp.  The  result  of  all  this 
is  the  Majestic,  which  its  makers,  the  Miller 
Company,  very  modestly  say  is  not  perfect, 
but  "is  a  little  nearer  perfection  than  anything 
that  has  yet  been  attained  in  the  acetylene  gas 
lamp  line."  Consultation  with  Majestic's 
owners  will  convince  the  most  sceptical  that 
no  exaggerated  claims  have  been  made  for 
this  lamp's  very  many  good  points. 


TRICKS  OF   HIS  TRADE. 


How  the  Tire  Doctor  Diagnoses  Pneumatic  Disease 
and  Cures  It. 

One  of  those  entertaining  and  obliging  gen- 
tlemen whom  no  one  ever  meets  but  reporters 
has  turned  up  in  Chicago  with  this  sort  of  a 
newspaper  interview: 

"There  are  not  as  many  wheelmen  out  to- 
day as  I  expected,"  said  the  tire  doctor,  "al- 
though this  is  the  finest  wheeling  weather  of 
the  year.  I  notice  that  the  trend  is  in  that  di- 
rection, fewer  riders  in  the  morning  hours  and 
a  greater  number  in  the  afternoon. 

"Punctures?  Well,  I  should  say  so!  I  don't 
know  whether  it  is  that  the  tires  are  used 
longer  nowadays  or  not,  but  I  find  plenty  of 
them.  Many  of  the  tires  which  I  am  called 
upon  to  fix  in  my  modest  way  are  old  and 
porous,  so  I  imagine  that  many  of  them  are 
'holdovers'  from  last  year.  Some  of  the  riders 
tell  me  that  the  tires  have  been  in  use  for  the 
last  three  years,  which  certainly  speaks  well 
for  our  tire  manufacturers.  Sometimes  a  rider 
will  ask  me  to  look  over  his  tire  and  tell  him 
what  is  the  matter  with  it.  It  may  have  been 
in  use  only  a  week.  It  is  always  one  of  those 
cheap  affairs,  costing  $i  or  $2,  and  the  rubber 
on  them  seems  to  simply  evaporate  and  dis- 
appear in  the  air. 


Call  It  the  Cnlumbia. 

There  are  acetylene  lamps  whose  only  claim 
to  being  "automatic"  is  the  automatic  man- 
ner in  which  they  decline  to  give  satisfaction 
or  to  remain  lighted  when  wanted.  The  Co- 
lumbia Automatic  Gas  Lamp  made  by  the 
Hine-Watt  Mfg.  Co.,  14  North  Canal  street, 
Chicago,  is  not  one  of  these.  To  anyone  who 
remembers  the  Simplex,  the  Columbia  will 
not  come  as  a  stranger,  it  being  an  improve- 
ment thereon.  If  the  Simplex  was  good — and 
it   was — the    Columbia   is   better,   and   that   is 


An  Excellent  Cycle  Family. 

W.  W.  Morrison,  late  with  H.  A.  Lozier  & 
Co.,  and  who  is  now  with  the  National  Amer- 
ican Cycle  Co.,  of  Akron,  O.,  is  making  an 
active  agency  canvass  in  the  interests  of  the 
1900  product  of  the  Akron  concern.  The  bi- 
cycle family  of  the  National  American  Co. 
for  1900  comprises  a  $25,  a  $35  and  a  $50  ma- 
chine. The  $25  mount  is  finely  eciuipped,  and 
there  is  a  liberal  guarantee  on  it.  The  $35 
machine  will  be  the  middle  grade  leader,  and 
is  built  to  suit  the  most  critical  buyer.  The 
$50  wheel  shows  all  the  points  to  be  found  in 
a  high-class  bicycle.  All  the  machines  of 
this  concern  are  fitted  with  an  internal  fast- 
ener at  both  handle-bar  and  saddle-post.  The 
Akron  company  has  a  big  daily  capacity,  and 
is  out  for  extended   business  this  year. 


V  vi  ly^' Balanced  for  the  Ball  of  the  Foot. 

Arown  (pronounced  our-own)  P,edals,  made 
by  ""tlie  Iven-Brandenburg  Company,  New 
York  and  Chicago,  are  so  constructed  that 
they  are  always  in  proper  posi- 
tion for  the  foot.  While  these 
pedals  are  of  the  regulation  size, 
they  have  the  appearance  of  be- 
ing much  smaller  than  the  regu- 
lar old-style  pedal.  The  frame  of 
the  Arown  is  made  of  a  single 
piece  of  steel,  so  constructed  that 
it  is  very  strong  and  light  in  ap- 
pearance. The  pedal  has  only 
seven  pieces  in  its  construction; 
and  has  large  fourteen-ball  re- 
taining bearings  at  each  end,  but 
they  run  very  close  to  the  cranks, 
thus  giving  a  narrow  tread.  These 
pedals  are  well  adapted  to  low 
drop  hangers  or  seven  and  seven 
and  a  half  inch  cranks.  The  ad- 
justment is  simple  and  positive; 
by  loosening  a  screw  the  bearing  cup  at  the 
inner  end  may  be  turned  and  adjusted;  when 
the  screw  is  tightened  the  ball-cup  cannot  be 
turned  with  a  wrench.     The  illustrations  show 


the  pedal  as  it  appears  with  the  cranks  in 
different  positions.  Rubbers  or  a  clip  may 
be  attached  to  the  pedal  and  it  will  still  remain 
in    position    for   the   foot.     The   Arown    con- 


struction is  such  that  an  excellent  pedal,  suit- 
able for  either  ladies  or  gentlemen,  has  been 
produced  at  a  low  price,  while  the  quality 
thereof  is  high. 
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EVERY  NATIONAL  SOLD  PROVED 
A  GOOD   ADVERTISEMENT. 


"Bridgeport,  Conn.,  Sept.  12,  1899. 

"In  reply  to  your  letter  of  26,  would  say  in  view  of  the 
very  pleasant  relations  that  have  existed  between  us  we 
see  no  reason  why  those  relations  should  not  continue, 
provided  you  put  up  a  wheel  as  good  as  the  one  this 
year. 

"All  NATIONALS  that  I  have  sold  have  stood  up 
so  well  and  have  given  such  universal  satisfaction  that 
they  have  all  proved  good  advertisements. 

"Respectfully  yours, 

"F.   SAMMIS." 

If  that  is  the  kind  of  bicycle  you  want  to  sell,  write 
us.     We  are  making  the  same  quality  for  1900. 
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National  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,    | 

BAY  CITY,  MICH.  g 

n 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  O 


Sji     ^     :7iL 


THEY  REST  THE  FEET. 


ISN'T   IT   A   DAISY? 


^  ^  TWO  PEDALS  IN  ONE  AND  ALWAYS  READY.  ^  ^ 


Hibbard,  Spencer,  Bartlett  &  Co., 

CHICAGO,  ILL. 
Chtcagfo  Distributing  Agents. 


Record  Pedal  Manufacturing  Co», 


No.   22  J    Columbus  Avenue, 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


BOSTON,  MASS. 
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Changing  a  Limb. 


THE  human  leg  is  rapidly  assuming  a  new 
shape,  thanks  to  cycling.  Ordinarily 
changes  in  the  physiology  of  men  when 
they  have  come  at  all  have  come  gradually. 
Originally  man  had  all  sorts  of  extra  appli- 
ances, according  to  the  scientists.  Their  dis- 
appearance, one  after  another,  caused  man  to 
adapt  himself  to  new  conditions.  But  it  took 
hundreds,  frequently  thousands,  of  years  for 
these  changes  to  come.- 

The  cycle  leg,  on  the  other  hand,  has  come 
in  less  than  ten  years.  With  the  bulk  of  the 
people  the  cycle  leg  has  not  reached  as  yet 
an  advanced  stage.  But  with  steady  riders,  it 
has  reached  a  point  that  transforms  the  shape 
entirely.  The  next  generation,  according  to 
all  precedents,  will  be  born  with  a  leg  as 
diiiferent  from  the  leg  with  which  the  genera- 
tion of  to-day  came  into  the  world  with  as 
it  is  possible  to  imagine. 

Professor  John  Atkinson,  an  expert  anat- 
omist, in  speaking  of  the  phenomenon,  said: 

"The  thigh  and  calf  in  the  human  leg  has, 
in  the  case  of  persistent  cycle  riders,  and  es- 
pecially with  racing  men,  changed  completely 
in  shape.  The  long  muscle  above  the  knee 
has  been  developed  abnormally  until  it  ap- 
pears to  be  an  entirely  new  formation.  This 
muscle  extends  from  the  knee  on  the  upper 


inside  of  the  leg  almost  to  the  groin.  Any- 
one may  notice  it  by  merely  glancing  at  the 
leg  of  a  racing  cyclist.  The  difference  between 
the  shape  of  the  leg  of  such  a  man  and  the 
ordinary  shape  will  be  seen  to  be  startling. 
Another  new  muscular  development  has  come 
in  the  calf.  Here  the  big  outer  muscle  is  so 
pronounced  that  in  many  men  it  looks  like  a 
deformity.  In  a  comparatively  few  years  a 
calf  like  this  will  be  the  normal  calf;  let  us 
say  in  a  generation  or  two,  if  the  present  bi- 
cycle craze  lasts  as  it  promises. 

"But  the  most  striking  change  will  come 
in  the  cycle  foot.  Fifty  years  more  of  the 
wheel  will  make  the  Caucasian  race  walk  as 
straight  as  the  Indian.  Civilized  man  will 
cease  to  toe  out.  Already  this  change  has 
come,  but  naturally  the  evidences  of  it  are 
less  pronounced,  so  far,  than  the  change  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  leg.  In  the  case  of  the 
foot,  the  change  is  in  the  bony  and  cartilagen- 
ous  structure  at  the  ankle.  Such  changes 
come  slower  than  muscular  changes,  but  once 
they  manifest  themselves  they  certainly  come 
to  stay. 

"And  as  to  toeing  in,  or  rather,  not  toeing 
out,  that  will  certainly  be  a  distinct  gain. 
Man's  present  manner  of  walking  is  entirely 
artificial.       Nature     never     intended    that   he 


should  toe  out.  Men  did  that  in  attempting 
to  get  what  he  considers  a  military  walk. 
Turning  the  toes  out  throws  the  body  out  of 
the  line  of  the  centre  of  gravity.  It  weakens 
the  knees.  If  the  bicycle  did  nothing  but 
bring  us  back  to  the  natural  way  of  walking 
it  would  be  a  sufficient  boon." 

So,  the  new  leg  need  frighten  no  one,  even 
if  it  is  not  as  handsome  as  the  old. 

Wet  Chloride  finds  favor. 

The  Nungesser  Electric  Battery  Co.,  of 
Cleveland,  is  a  concern  which  is  comparative- 
ly unknown,  except  in  electrical  circles,  up  to 
a  short  time  ago;  but,  if  present  indications 
fail  not,  it  will  play  an  important  part  in  the 
motor  vehicle  business  of  the  immediate 
future.  Those  who  have  been  experimenting 
with  the  gasolene  type  of  vehicle  have  discov- 
ered that  the  Nungesser  wet  chloride  of  sil- 
ver battery  is  one  of  the  few  varieties  of  bat- 
teries which  can  be  used  in  creating  the  spark 
with  which  to  ignite  the  gasolene  gas  that 
propels  the  gas  engine  used  in  this  type  of 
vehicle.  Naturally  their  business  is  growing 
at  a  tremendous  rate.  This  year  they  will 
probably  produce  a  million  batteries,  and  at 
present  they  are  far  behind  on  orders.  A 
shipment  amounting  to  over  $2,000  was  made 
a  few  daj's  ago  to  a  Western  concern,  and  at 
present  thej'  have  a  shipment  of  5,000  cells 
on  the  way  to  an  English  automobile  concern. 
A  number  of  prominent  French  and  German 
concerns  are  among  their  customers,  and  so 
anxious  are  the  foreign  concerns  to  secure 
shipments  that  several  representatives  have 
been  sent  here  to  see  them  lately. 
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Hustling  Agents  Wanted  Everywhere  for  Each  Line. 

AMERICAN  BICYCLE  COMPANY. 

L/VMB  MANUFACTURING  COMPANY  DIVISION, 

Chicopee  Falls,  Mass. 

Western  Selling  Agents  for  Spalding  and  Imperial,  AMES  &  TROST  COMPANY  DIVISION,  Chicago,  III. 


71  Reade  Street,  New  York. 
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SOME  REASONS  m\ 

YOU  SHOULD  USE  ONE: 

1st, — If  you  are  a  racer  it  is  a  perfect  pacemaker 
for  you  in  training. 

2d.— If  you  are  a  century  rider  it  will  enable 
you  to  gauge  your  pace  so  you  can  accomplish  your 
purpose. 

3d.  — If  you  use  your  bicycle  in  business  it  will 
aid  you  in  keeping  your  appointments  promptly,  for 
you  can  set  your  pace  so  as  to  reach  your  destination 
at  a  set  time. 


to  you,  but  with  us  it  is  an  old  story,  for  we 
have  constantly  experimented  and  tested 
for  the  past  three  years  before  placing  on 
the  market  our  perfect  instrument  for  in- 
dicating the  speed  of  bicycles.      :      :     :      : 


I 


THE  SPEEDOMETER 


t 
I 


The  Jobbers  Z^AtirZ 

dry  line  for  1 900  in  order  to  brighten  it  up, 
and  by  adding  the  SPEEDOMETER  they 
will  also  find  a  good  seller  and  one  out  of 
which  they  can  make  some  money.     :     :     : 


SEND  FOR  DESCRIPTIVE  MATTER,  PRICES  AND  ELECTROS. 


THE  C.  &  M.  COMPANY, 


249-251   So.  Jefferson  St., 


—CHICAGO,  ILL. 
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_  Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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You  will  not  be  in  it  unless  you  have 


Morrow  Coaster  Brake 
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on  all  makes  you  handle. 
Be  sure  to  tell  the  manufacturer  you  want  it. 


Rochester,  N.  Y.,  July  21,  1899. 

ECLIPSE  BICYCLE  CO.,  ELMIRA,  N.  Y. 

Genllemen:— Your  new  Morrow  Hub  Coaster  Brake 
has  renewed  my  eagerness  for  wheeling.  My  fiist  ride 
was  a  century.  About  one  hundred  riders  started.  Com- 
ing from  Buffalo  I  had  a  five-mile  coast.  How  the  riders 
did  examine  this  device!  My  wheel  is  always  under 
control.  On  the  hills  I  rest,  while  the  others  back-pedal 
or  walk.  If  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  wheels  are  not 
fitted  with  the  Morrow  Hub  Coaster  Brake  in  1900  they 
will  make  a  big  mistake. 

Very  truly  yoUrs, 

FRANCIS  Iv.  HUGHES. 


FITS 
ANY 
CYCLE. 


ECLIPSE  BICYCLE  CO., 


ELMIRA.   N.  Y. 


Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 
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IS  THIS  TRIE? 


Wheel   Owners   in  Thrifty   New    England   Said    to 
Dodge  Taxes  When  It  Comes  to 
Bicycles. 

New  Haven,  Nov.  11. — Bicycles  are  taxable 
the  same  as  a  horse  and  carriage,  and  the 
clerks  in  the  oflice  of  the  board  of  assessors 
are  putting  them  in  the  tax  lists  this  year, 
when  they  can  get  them  there.  Of  course,'every- 
body  who  owns  a  bicycle  valued  at  over  $50 
is  not  paying  a  tax  on  it;  every  one  of  these 
persons  who  own  no  real  estate  are  paying 
a  tax  on  a  gold  watch  of  like  value.  The 
clerks,  however,  when  they  get  a  taxpayer 
into  the  office  try  to  get  down  everything  tax- 
able. 

They  run  down  the  list  in  a  perfunctory  way 
and  the  question  ''Bicycle"  goes  with  the  rest. 
How  many  truthfully  answer  the  question  it 
would  be  of  interest  to  know,  and  probably  a 
thorough  investigation  would  bring  to  light 
some  Ananiases  and  Sapphiras  whose  reputa- 
tion for  veracity  is  generally  considered  good. 

"Bicycle?"  asked  Clerk  Macdonald  of  a 
woman  who  was  representing  her  tax  list  one 
day  last  week.  "No,"  was  the  reply,  and  with 
her  right  hand  held  up  she  swore  it  was  the 
solemn  truth. 

Assessors  Shannon  and  Baldwin  were  in  the 
office  at  the  time,  and  as  the  woman  walked 
away  from  the  long  table  they  saw  a  short 
tailor-made  skirt  and  laced  boots  and  a  hint 
of  a  black  stocking.  The  costume  interested 
them,  and  they  stepped  to  the  tax  collector's 
window  and  saw  the  same  woman  mount  a 
handsome  wheel  and  ride  ofif  down  the  street. 

The  other  story  is  on  a  man  who  came  into 
the  assessor's  office  with  a  rubber  tire  in  his 
hand.  Clerk  Macdonald  stopped  in  his  lively 
descent  of  taxable  property  when  the  man 
said  "No"  to  the  query  "Bicycle?"  and  stared 
at  the  rubber  tire  in  the  man's  hand. 

"That's  not  mine,"  explained  the  man,  tak- 
ing in  the  situation.  "That's  for  my  sister's 
wheel." 


CRISIS  IS  PAST. 


Cycling    Safely    Emerges    from    the    "Paddy," 
"Crazy"  Stage. 

One  has  been  told  that  wonders  never 
cease,  and  now  comes  the  information  from 
those  who  say  they  know  that  bicycling  is  no 
longer  the  popular  caprice.  For  those  who 
are  honestly  fond  of  it,  it  makes  absolutely  no 
difference  what  other  people  do.  The  genu- 
ine lovers  of  the  wheel  will  ride  and  will  con- 
tinue to  ride  whenever  they  get  the  chance. 

But  as  a  fashionable  amusement  it  cannot 
be  denied  that  bicycling  is  no  longer  in  its 
heyday.  The  many  women  who  laboriously 
rode  a  wheel  because  it  was  "the  thing  to  do," 
or  because  they  did  not  wish  to  be  declared 
"out  of  it"  when  everyone  else  was  spinning 
along  the  road,  these  will  sink  back  with  a 
feeling  of  relief  at  release  from  the  tax. 

It-has  been  an  effort  for  "cyclers  in  spite  of 
themselves"  to  keep  up  the  pace.  Many 
women  rode  because  their  husbands  did,  and 
they  didn't  want  to  be  left  behind.  Many  a 
girl  rode  because  it  was  fashionable,  and  she 
wished  to  be  included  in  the  numerous  cycling 
parties. 

But  now  the  trend  of  fashionable  amuse- 
ment lies  in  another  direction.  The  honest 
cyclists,  masculine  and  feminine,  who  take 
jf)y    in    the    wlieel.    or    ride    on    tlic    recom- 


mendation   of    the    physician,    will    have    the 
monopoly  of  cycling. 

No  one  can  calculate  the  good  cycling  is  to 
many  a  nervous  woman,  or  to  a  girl  disin- 
clined to  take  sufficient  fresh  air  exercise. 
Cycling  continues  its  virtues  as  an  outdoor 
sport,  bringing  refreshment  from  office  or 
housekeeping  cares  to  many  a  tired  man  or 
woman.  Its  good  points  are  numerous.  But 
unwilling  riders  will  now  become  rarer  and 
rarer.  Cycling  is  no  longer  the  fad.  Thank 
goodness! 


GETTING  IT  DOWN  FINE. 


How   Timing   May   Be   Brought  to  Millionth  of  a 
Second. 

Those  poor  sticklers  after  exactitude  who 
have  long  complained  regarding  the  inability 
to  get  correct  timing  with  watches  which 
registered  no  smaller  subdivision  of  a  second 
than  one-fifth  thereof,  will  be  interested  in  a 
new  form  of  chronograph  which  has  recently 
been  devised.  With  this  it  is  claimed  that  in- 
tervals of  time  as  small  as  the  millionth  of  a 
second  can  be  measured.  This  instrument  is 
composed  of  a  tuning-fork  with  a  very  rapid 
rate  of  vibration  and  a  revolving  cylinder 
whose  velocity  at  the  circumference  is  in  the 
neighborhood  of  100  yards  per  second.  In  the 
end  of  the  tuning-fork  there  is  a  hole  through 
which  a  pencil  of  rays  of  light  passes  and  falls 
on  the  cylinder.  By  reason  of  the  rapid  move- 
ment of  both  fork  and  cylinder  a  curve  is 
traced  on  the  sensitive  paper  with  which  the 
latter  is  covered,  and  the  intervals  of  tiine 
elapsing  between  starts  and  finishes  can  be 
readily  determined  by  intercepting  parts  of 
the  curve. 


Too  and  Two. 

It  is  little  wonder  that  foreigners  are  in  de- 
spair in  learning  to  speak  the  English  lan- 
guage. One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  is  the 
way  in  which  the  same  syllabic  sounds  have 
often  very  dififerent  meanings. 

"You'll  get  run  in,"  said  the  pedestrian  to 
the  wheelman  without  a  light. 

"You'll  get  run  into,"  savagely  responded 
the  cyclist  as  he  knocked  the  pedestrian  down 
and  ran  up  his  spine. 

"You'll  get  run  in,  too,"  said  the  policeman 
as  he  stepped  from  behind  a  tree  and  grabbed 
the  wheel. 

And  just  then  another  scorcher  came  along 
without  a  light,  so  the  policeman  ran  in  two. 


Knocking  a  Spoke  Out. 

A  sage  individual  has  driven  home  the  nail 
in  this  wise:  "In  taking  chances  first  look  out 
that  they  are  not  against  you." 

The  element  of  chance  enters  every  com- 
mercial transaction  in  some  degree.  Absolute 
certainty  in  advance  is  impossible.  But  wise 
caution  is  within  the  reach  of  all,  and  any 
cycle  dealer  who  overlooks  this  feature  de- 
stroys one  of  the  chief  spokes  in  the  wheel  of 
success. 


Told  of  the  Tomato. 

Some  one  of  those  Johnnie  Knowitalls  is 
exploiting  the  virtues  of  the  tomato  for  cy- 
clists. "No  matter,"  he  says,  "how  tired  and 
exhausted  the  rider  may  feel,  the  eating  of  a 
small  piece  of  tomato  acts  like  magic,  taking 
away  the  depressed  feeling  and  refreshing  one 
remarkably." 


For  the  Feet. 


Straus  Detachable 
Pedal  Rubbers. 

FoRTHE  Hands. 


sponge  Rubber 
Grips. 


THEY  ARE  TWO 

SUNDRIES 

THAT  SHOULD 

HAVE    A    PLACE   IN 

EVERY  JOBBER'S 

CATALOGUE. 


And  we  have  others  — all 
practical— all  quick  sell- 
ers—all money  makers. 


INQUIRE  HERE 


1 


Straus  Tire  Company, 

127  Duane  Street, 
New  York  City. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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...Monarch  Bicycles... 


Monarch  Bicycles  have  always  been 
recognized  as  leaders  among  the  stand- 
ard, well-known  and  reliable  makes  of 
bicycles. 

This  position  will  be  maintained 
in  the  future,  as  in  the  past,  and  the 
dealer  who  is  fortunate  enough  to 
secure  the  agency  for  Monarchs  for 
1900  may  be  assured  of  a  satisfac- 
tory business  and  an  increased  bank 
account. 

The  line  was  never  before  so  com- 
plete and  includes — 

List  Price 


Bevel-Gear  Chainless, 
Combination  &  D.D.  Tandems, 
Racer,       -  -  -  - 

Light  Roadsters, 
Roadsters,         -  -  - 

Special  Roadsters,     - 
Roadsters, 
King  and  Queen, 


Models  Nos.  73  &  74,  ^65.00 


(( 


tt 


tt 


t« 


i* 


tt 


*» 


*t 


69  &  70, 
48,  Imp., 

87  &88, 
67  &  68, 
85  &86, 
83&84, 


75.00 
55.00 
50.00 
40.00 
40.00 
35.00 
25.00 


We  are  also  prepared  to  offer  the  *' PHOENIX"  to  old  and 
new  agents,  and  will  be  ready  to  submit  prices  within  the 
next  few  days. 

Our  travelers  are  now  on  the  road,   and  we   are   ready   to   consider   appli- 
cations from  reliable  dealers  for  representation  in  unoccupied  territory. 

No  change  will  be  made  in  our  policy  of  marketing  our  product  through 
properly  established  agencies  and  distributing  depots,  and  present  agents  in 
good  standing  will 
by   them. 


be   given   the   preference   in   the   territory   now   controlled 
1900  Catalogue  ready  November  25th. 


Monarch  ©ycle  Mfg.  Co., 

Division  of  American  Bicycle  Company. 

EASTERN  BRANCH— 20  WARREN  ST.,  N.  Y. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Exports  Up  to  Date. 

Exports  of  cycles  and  parts  from  tlie  port 
of  New  York  for  the  week  ending  Nov.  14. 
1899: 

Antwerp. — 25  cases  bicycle  material,  $810. 

Amsterdam. — 1  case  bicycles,  $22;  2  cases 
bicycle  material,  $52. 

Argentine  Republic. — 18  cases  bicycles, 
$857;  1  case  bicycle  material,  $175. 

Bremen. — 14  cases  bicycles,  $700. 

Brazil. — 1  case  bicycles,  $42;  2  cases  bicycle 
material,  $221. 

British  East  Indies. — 24  cases  bicycles, 
$2,581;  8  cases  bicycle  material,  $944. 

Berlin. — 1   case  bicycle  material,   $2. 

British  West  Indies. — 26  cases  bicycles, 
$1,183;  33  cases  bicycle  material,  $89. 

British  Australia. — 15  cases  bicycles,  $896; 
9  cases  bicycle  material,  $728. 

China. — 1  case  bicycles,   $50. 

British    Guiana. — 37    cases    bicycles,    $1,226. 

Cuba. — 14  cases  bicycles,  $260;  4  cases  bicy- 
cle material,  $166. 

Copenhagen. — 50  cases  bicycle  material, 
$150. 

Central  America. — 1  case  bicycle  material, 
$75. 

Cologne. — 3  cases  bicycles,  $126. 

Dutch  Guiana. — 1  case  bicycles,  $38;  4  cases 
bicycle  material,  $190. 

Dutch  East  Indies. — 10  cases  bicycles, 
$1,040. 

French  Possessions  in  .\trica. — 2  cases  bi- 
cycles, $60. 

Genoa. — 8  cases  bicycles,  $409. 

Gothenburg. — 1   case   bicycle   material,   $42. 

Glasgow. — 1  case  bicycles,  $49. 


Hamburg.— 71  cases  bicycles,  $2,443;  81 
cases  bicycle  material,  $3,061. 

Hong  Kong. — 14  cases  bicycles,  $520;  1  case 
bicycle  material,  $5. 

Japan. — 31  cases  bicycles,  $1,604;  1  case  bi- 
cycle material,  $25. 

London. — 21  cases  bicycles,  $775;  13  cases 
bicycle  material,  $656. 

Liverpool. — 7  cases  bicycles,  $432. 

New  Zealand. — 51  cases,  bicycles,  $4,382;  2 
cases  bicycle  material,  $268. 

Naples. — 1  case  bicycles,  $35. 

Peru. — 1  case  bicycles,  $105. 

Rotterdam. — 17  cases  bicycles,  $468;  58 
cases  bicycle  material,  $1,438. 

Stockholm. — 173  cases  bicycles,  $4,272;  13 
cases  bicycle  material,  $309. 

Southampton. — 25  cases  bicycle  material, 
$747. 

United  States  of  Columbia. — 3  cases  bicy- 
cles, $65. 

Uruguay. — 18   cases   bicycles,   $505. 

Zurich. — 1  case  bicycle  material,  $161. 


Will  Carry  Wheels  Free. 

At  a  meeting  of  general  passenger  agents 
of  the  Trunk  Line  Association,  held  in  New 
York  City  on  Tuesday,  it  was  decided  that 
no  change  could  be  made  in  the  custom  of 
carrying  bicycles  as  baggage. 


One  More  Steam  Wagon. 

A  steam  driven  carriage  just  finished  by 
the  Baldwin  Automobile  Co.,  in  Providence, 
R.  I.,  weighs  750  pounds,  is  provided  with 
seats  for  four  passengers,  and  is  expected  to 


develop  speed  ranging  from  three  to  twenty- 
five  miles  an  hour.  The  cylinders  are  two  in 
number  and  upright.  The  heat  is  applied  to 
the  boilers  by  means  of  kerosene  or  gasolene 
lamps.  Power  is  transmitted  to  the  rear  axle 
by  an  inclosed  sprocket  chain.  Shop  tests 
have  been  made  and  road  tests  are  to  follow 
immediately. 

Starr  Company  Incorporated. 

Trenton,  N.  J.,  Nov.  11. — Among  other  con- 
cerns incorporated  here  to-day,  was  the  Starr 
Ball  Retainer  Co.,  to  manufacture  a  retainer 
for  ball-bearings  of  all  kinds.  William  B. 
Creeley,  Louis  B.  Moore,  Anthony  W.  Les- 
hera,  John  N.  Schoble,  New  York;  Francis 
P.  McManus,  Jersey  City,  were  the  incor- 
porators; capital,  $100,000. 


Will  Manage    Featherstone  Group. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Ruschaw,  who  has  been  with  A. 
Featherstone  &  Co.  fifteen  years,  and  has 
been  credit  man  in  the  eastern  office  since  it 
opened  in  1897,  will  have  charge  of  the  east- 
ern business  of  the  Featherstone-Black-Buf- 
falo  Cycle  group  of  A.  B.  C.  concerns. 


Musing  on  the  Bar. 

"  Sunset  and  evening  star, 
And  one  clear  call  for  me, 
And  may  there  be  no  moaning  of  the  bar 
When  I  put  out  to  sea." 

O  Tennyson,  those  may  have  done  for  thee — 
Thy  sunsets  and  thy  evening  stars; 

But  something  more  important  worries  me — 
I  cannot  ride  Vifithout  my  hands  upon  the  bars! 
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jobbers « and « Dealm. 


NOTE  THE  GENERAL  APPEARANCE  OF  THE 

ECLIPSE  GAS  imV. 

ITS    LICHT-CIVINC    POWER    IS    IMMENSE. 

We  have  the  best  acetylene  gas  generator  ever  produced. 

We  want  to  prove  this  to  every  reliable  jobber  and 
dealer. 

Order  a  sample,  try  it  and  test  it ;  if  not  satisfactory 
you  can  return  it  for  credit.  We  are  in  a  position 
to  fill  orders  and  make  immediate  shipments. 

Will   furnish   electros   for   your   catalogue   and   quote 
prices  on  application. 

ECLIPSE    BICYCLE    COMPANY, 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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1900  ANNOUNeEMENT. 


a.  FEHTHERST0NE  &  e©..  ehicago.  III. 

DIVISION  OF  AMERICAN  BICYCLE  CO. 

BLaeK  MFG.  e©.,  Erie,  Pa. 

DIVISION  OF  AMERICAN  BICYCLE  CO. 

BUFF2^L©  eveLE  MFG.  e©..  Buffalo,  N.Y. 

DIVISION  OF  AMERICAN  BICYCLE  CO. 

For  the  season  of  1900  the  entire  product  of  the  above  factories  will  be  marketed 
by  A.  Featherstone  &  Co.,  Division  of  American  Bicycle  Co.,  and  the  trade  will  be 
supplied  as  follows: 


FROM 

CHICAGO. 

FROM 

NEW  YORK. 

ALABAMA. 

ARIZONA, 

MAINE, 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE, 

ARKANSAS, 

CALIFORNIA, 

VERMONT. 

CONNECTICUT, 

COLORADO, 

IDAHO. 

RHODE  ISLAND, 

MASSACHUSETTS, 

ILLINOIS, 

INDIAN  TERRITORY, 

NEW  YORK, 

PENNSYLVANIA, 

INDIANA. 

IOWA, 

NEW  JERSEY, 

DELAWARE. 

KANSAS, 

KENTUCKY. 

MARYLAND, 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA, 

LOUISIANA, 

TENNESSEE, 

VIRGINIA, 

WEST  VIRGINIA, 

MINNESOTA. 

MICHIGAN. 

NORTH  CAROLINA, 

SOUTH  CAROLINA, 

MISSOURI. 

MISSISSIPPI, 

GEORGIA, 

FLORIDA. 

NEBRASKA. 

MONTANA, 

NOVA  SCOTIA, 

NEW  BRUNSWICK. 

NEW  MEXICO. 

NEVADA, 

OHIO, 

NORTH  DAKOTA, 

OREGON,   . 

OKLAHOMA, 

TEXAS, 

SOUTH  DAKOTA, 

WASHINGTON, 

UTAH, 

' 

WYOMING, 

WISCONSIN, 

MEXICO, 

CANADA, 
NORTHWEST  TER. 

We  invite  correspondence  from  all  agents  who  have  sold  these  lines  in  the  past, 
as  we  hope  to  re-establish  every  one  of  those  agencies  for  the  season  of  1900. 

Every  responsible  merchant  who  has  not  sold  our  lines  will  find  it  to  his  ad- 
vantage to  write  us. 

The  individuality  of  each  line  will  be  strictly  maintained,  but  by^the  amalgama- 
tion of  sales  and  distributing  departments,  advantages  will  be  ojBfered  to  agents, 
which  they  have  not  heretofore  enjoyed. 

We  shall  be  able  to  care  for  your  wants  with  greater  dispatch,  and  will  be  in 
position  to  fill  orders  quickly  during  the  busy  season  when  prompt  shipments  are 
essential. 

Separate  catalogues  covering  each  line  will  soon  be  ready  for  distribution  and 
copies  will  be  forwarded  promptly. 

Our  traveling  salesmen  will  start  out  in  the  very  near  future  with  full  line  of  sam- 
ples. Don't  miss  an  opportunity  to  obtain  the  agency  for  Featherstone,  Tribune,  Envoy 
and  Fleetwing  Bicycles. 

EACH    LINE    A    WINNER. 


WE    CAN    INCREASE    YOUR    SALES. 


WE    CAN    INCREASE    YOUR    PROFITS. 


a.  FEATHERSTONE  &  e©., 

DIVISION  OF  AMERICAN  BICYCLE  CO. 


General  Offices,  Chicago,  111. 


Eastern  Branch,  48  Warren  St.,  New  York. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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flRE  PAILS  TO  STOP  THEM. 


Norwood    People    Will     Carry    Out    Their    Plans 

and  Promises  Despite  Their  Burned 

Plant. 

Cincinnati,  Nov.  11. — The  Norwood  Cycle 
Co.  has  decided  to  work 'the  utmost  capacity 
of  their  factory  the  coming  season,  and  have 
adopted  a  new  policy  entirely  from  that  of  all 
previous  years.  They  have  secured  as  man- 
ager Joel  E.  Poorman,  Sr.,  who  has  had 
charge  for  many  years  of  the  Poorman  and 
Cleveland  bicycles  in  this  city.  The  capacity 
of  the  Norwood  factory  is  30,000  bicycles. 
The  company  will  make  this  year  for  their 
own  trade,  irrespective  of  any  outside  orders 
they  may  receive,  about  10,000  wheels,  so  that 
it  is  probable  if  the  trade  amounts  to  as  much 
as  they  suppose, 'that  they  will  make  close  on 
to  20,000  bicycles.  The  company  has  just 
completed  'its  third  shipment  of  wheels  to 
Japan.  Three  wagons  containing  the  ship- 
ment to  Japan,  gayly  decorated  and  filled 
with  bicycles,  were  paraded  about  the  streets. 
The  Norwood  Cycle  Co.  have  just  completed 
arrangements  whereby  they  became  members 
of  the  Bicycle  Protective  Association.  The 
company  will  this  year  turn  out  machines  of 


two  models,  one  retailing  at  $45  and  the 
other  retailing  at  ^'iO.  The  higher-priced 
machine  will  be  built  of  the  best  material 
upon  the  market,  using  Shelby  seamless  tub- 
ing, adjustable  handle-bars,  choice  of  any 
tire  upon  the  market.  The  crank  set  will  be 
forged,  including  sprocket  and  yoke.  The 
new  coaster  brake  will  be  fitted  to  both 
models  without  extra  charge.  The  company 
expects  to  give  buyers  the  option  of  Dunlop, 
Palmer,  Morgan  &  Wright,  Hartford,  Gor- 
mully  and  Jeffery  tires,  with  a  further  option 
of  Kelly,  Fredrick  or  Sanger  bars.  The  In- 
diana chain  and  record  pedals  will  be  regu- 
larly used,  but  any  other  chain  or  pedal  will 
be  placed  upon  the  machine  as  ordered.  The 
1900  Norwood  is  certainly  a  beauty  in  de- 
sign and  finish,  being  made  regularly  in 
three  standard  sizes,  the  standard  type  hav- 
ing five-inch  head  and  three-quarter-inch 
upper  and  lower  oval  stays,  with  expanding 
seat-post  and  handle-bar. 

In  addition  to  their  bicycle  trade  the  Nor- 
wood Company  have  put  in  one  of  the  largest 
nickel-plating  plants  in  the  West,  and  will 
not  only  do  nickel-plating  for  the  cycle  trade, 
but  for  other  trades  as  well.  In  addition 
they  are  manufacturing  a  gas  machine  for  the 
Incandescent  Gas  Co.  of  this  city,  a  corpora- 


tion recently  organized  for  the  purpose  of 
producing  gas  from  gasolene.  In  addition  to 
all  of  this  they  are  making  steel-ball  machine 
crank-handles;  these  are  turned  from  solid 
steel  and  are  manufactured  with  key  weight, 
are  ready  for  use  and  made  in  any  special 
size  and  weight.  The  stock-handles  pro- 
duced, include  the  three  styles  shown  in  ^-he 
cuts,  the  first  being  the  regular  handle,  with 
centre  ball;  the  second  an  ordinary  two-ball 
lever  one;  the  third  a  handle  adapted  for  tail 
stock,  centre  tightening  on  lathes  and  the 
like. 

The  burning  of  the  Norwood  Bicycle  Co.'s 
plant  resulted  in  a  loss  of  $65,000,  which  has 
already  been  adjusted  by  the  insurance  peo- 
ple, and  work  has  been  resumed  on  the  1900 
machines,  the  models  for  which  were  not 
touched  bv  the  fire. 


Gears  Good  and  Low. 

Many  who  ride  in  winter  make  the  mistake 
of  not  using  a  lower  gear  than  they  do  during 
the  summer  cycling  season.  This  entails  much 
more  work,  as  pushing  a  high  gear  through 
mud  is  not  the  way  to  enjoy  winter  cycling; 
56-in.  is  a  good  all-round  gear  for  winter 
traveling,  and  some  riders  use  54. 


Keep  Your  Distance. 

When  riding  very  fast  down  hill  it  is  good 
practice  never  to  hang  on  close  to  a  compan- 
ion. The  risk  of  a  breakage  or  accident  to 
one's  own  machine  under  the  circumstances 
is  quite  enough  without  the  additional  danger 
of  a  smash  through  men  falling  in  front  of 
one. 


Ideal  and  Ingenious. 

Last  summer  the  Ideal  Plating  Co.,  of  3 
Appleton  street,  Boston,  placed  on  the  mar- 
ket the  Ideal  forward  extension  handle-bar. 
This  bar  gives  a  three-inch  forward  throw, 
and  it  immediately  sprang  into  favor.  The 
firm  could  not  make  them  fast  enough  to  sup- 
ply the  demand,  and  as  a  result  did  not  make 
any    particular    effort    to    place    them    promi- 
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nently  before  the  trade.  During  the  past 
month,  however,  they  have  increased  their 
facilities  and  are  now  ready  to  fill  all  orders. 


built  up  a  reputation  which  goes  far  towards 
making  the  Ideal  bar  a  standard  article  in  the 
trade.  The  conscientious  manner  in  which 
all  the  Ideal  goods  are  made,  together  with 
the  quality  of  the  material  used,  have  resulted 


in  an  increased  business  every  year,  and  to- 
day the  firm  stands  in  position  to  do  a  big 
business  in  1900.  Since  first  established  the 
firm   have  produced   over  700,000  bars.     This 


year  handle-bars  will  be  wider,  but  as  wider 
bars  mean  greater  strains,  the  Ideal  Company 
have  contracted  for  a  supply  of  .50  carbon 
Pope   cold-drawn,   seamless  steel  tubing,   and 


will  use  nothing  else  in  their  1900  product, 
thereby  insuring  increased  strength  without 
adding  materially  to  the  weight.  The  bars 
will,  as  usual,  be  finished  in  the  best  possible 
manner,  heavily  coppered,  scratched,  brushed 
and  nickeled.  The  firm  produced  nine  varie- 
ties of  adjustable  handle-bars,  and  they  are 
all  guaranteed  against  imperfection  in  mate- 
rial and  workmanship,  the  firm  replacing  all 
defective  parts  whenever  they  may  make 
their  appearance. 


For  the  last  five  years  the  Ideal  Company 
have  been  continuously  in  the  handle-bar 
business,  and  by  superiority  of  product  have 


No  A.  B.  C.  Branch. 

One  of  those  stupid  blunders  for  which 
there  is  neither  rhyme,  reason  nor  an  excuse, 
has  credited  the  Great  Western  Mfg.  Co. 
with  being  a  branch  of  the  A.  B.  C.  The 
truth  is  the  Great  Western  is  a  branch  of 
nothing;  it  is  the  whole  thing — root,  trunk, 
branch,  et.  al.  Anyone  who  knows  the  peo- 
ple at  the  head  of  the  Great  Western  would 
know  at  once  that  they  and  the  A.  B.  C. 
would  not  be  any  too  friendly,  leave  alone 
combined. 

/  He  Did,  Old  He? 

A  fool  journeyed  to  Switzerland  and  lugged 
a  bicycle  clear  up  the  Jungfrau. 

"Ah!"  he  said,  as  he  stood  at  the  top.  "It 
is  not  so  much." 

But  just  then  he  fell  17,000  feet  down  a  hole 
and  got  up  and  inquired  the  way  to  a  repair 
shop. 
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THE  WORLD'S  STANDARD  HANDLEBAR' 


IT'S  NOT  AN 
EXPERIMENT 


IT'S     BEEN 


KELLY   HANDLE-BAR  CO.,   CLEVELAND,    OHIO, 


WRITE    FOR    PRICES. 


THE  KELLY  ADJDSTABLE  HANDLE-BAR' 


I A  DUTY 


^OXJ    O^N^VE     TO 


i 


I 


is  to  carefully  ex- 
amine the  superb 
workmanship  and 
genuine  good  ma- 
terial put  into  the 
1900  line  of 

Pathfinder 

BICYCLES. 

$60.o°-$35.o2"$26.£o    LIST  PRICE.  | 

You  can  meet  all  kinds  of  competition  with  them.     No  matter  how  high  -priced  the  equipment,  we  will  furnish     S 

them — if  you  so  order  it.  S 

THE  NATIONAL  AMERICAN  CYCLE  CO.,  Akron,  Ohio,  U.  S.  A.     s 

0«r  traveling  men  are  out.    Shall  one  of  them  call  on  you  ?  Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  S 
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Beware  of  Pneumonia*  i 
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DR.  WALSH,  in  an  article  published  in 
the  New  York  "Journal,"  says  things 
which,  at  this  time  of  year,  are  of  peculiar 
value  to  bicycle  riders.  Dr.  Walsh  makes  the 
significant  statement  that  if  a  man  reaches  the 
age  of  25  in  good  health  he  is,  barring  acci- 
dent, practically  assured  of  living  till  60,  un- 
less he  is  carried  ofT  by  typhoid  fever  or 
pneumonia.  Of  the  two,  pneumonia  is  by  far 
the  more  dreadful.  It  gives  but  a  few  short 
days  of  warning  before  the  fatal  termination. 
We  have  scarcely  heard  of  a  friend's  sickness 
before  his  death  is  announced.  Careful  super- 
vision of  the  water  supplies  of  large  cities  has 
greatly  reduced  the  mortality  from  typhoid — 
it  has  practically  eradicated  the  disease  in 
Berlin,  Vienna  and  Munich-^but  no  way  of 
limiting  the  ravages  of  pneumonia  has  yet 
been  found.  

After  a  remission  of  virulence  during  the 
late  spring  and  the  summer,  it  begins  in  the 
fall  to  get  in  its  deadly  work,  and  the  number 
of  deaths  from  it  increases  each  month  till 
April.  While  it  does  not  despise  the  weak- 
lings, by  the  way,  it  delights  to  take  ofl  the 
very  flower  of  the  living.  Excluding  tuber- 
culosis, more  than  fifty  per  cent  of  the  deaths 
in  adults  during  the  winter  months  are  due 
to  pneumonia. 

How  to  avoid  the  disease  is,  then,  a  very 


serious  question.  Pneumonia  is  without 
doubt  usually  due  to  cold,  but  rarely,  if  ever, 
due  to  cold  alone.  The  cause  of  the  disease 
is  a  microscopic  plant,  one  of  the  disease 
germs  of  which  we  hear  so  much  nowadays. 
It  was  first  discovered  nearly  twenty  years 
ago  by  Surgeon-General  Sternberg,  not  in  a 
case  of  pneumonia,  but  in  the  saliva  of  a 
healthy  person.  Normal  human  saliva  -when 
injected  into  the  smaller  .animals,  as  guinea 
pigs  or  rabbits,  frequently  causes  death.  It 
was  while  investigating  this  subject  that  Gen- 
eral Sternberg  found  that  the  deadly  element 
in  the  saliva  in  the  fatal  cases  was  a  micro- 
coccus.   

Further  study,  especially  in  Germany, 
showed  this  microbe  to  be  the  cause  of  pneu- 
monia. 'It  has  been  found,  in  all  civilized 
countries  at  least,  to  be  an  almost  constant 
dweller  in  the  human  mouth.  It  looks  like  a 
paradox  to  say  that  we  carry  the  germ  of 
pneumonia  with  us  all  the  time  while  com- 
paratively so  few  contract  the  disease.  The 
reason  is  not  far  to  seek.  Cold  decreases  our 
power  of  resistance  by  lowering  the  vitality, 
and  so  the  invasion  of  the  microbe  is  per- 
mitted.   

The  history  of  cases  of  pneumonia  gen- 
erally shows  how  important  is  this  lowering 


of  vitality  in  the  causation  of  the  disease. 
But  it  is  not  the  cold  alone  that  plays  the 
important  role  in  the  development  of  pneu- 
monia. Patients  usually  tell  of  having  been 
overtired  at  the  time  of  their  exposure  to 
cold.  They  have  been  overworked  for  some 
time,  they  have  lost  one  or  more  night's 
sleep,  they  are  laboring  under  severe  emotion 
— grief,  worry  and  the  like — or  they  have 
been  losing  flesh  for  some  time.  Often  the 
disturbance  of  normal  health  is  but  tempo- 
rary. A  meal  is  missed,  or,  owing  to  the 
press  of  business,  several  in  succession  are 
taken  hurriedly  and  incompletely,  or  there  is 
some  excess,  alcoholic  or  other,  then  comes 
the  exposure  to  cold  and — pneumonia. 

The  secondary  factors  are  really  the  im- 
portant ones.  Pneumonia  is  not  prevalent  in 
countries  in  proportion  to  the  severity  of 
their  climates.  It  is  much  more  common  in 
large  cities  than  in  the  country.  The  hurry 
and  bustle  of  life,  the  never  relaxing  tension 
of  competition,  the  struggle  for  existence, 
tempt  the  inhabitants  of  cities  to  that  neglect 
of  the  plainest  rules  of  health  which  makes 
exposure  to  cold  serious.  Nature  has  an 
ample  provision  of  conservative  force  stored 
away  to  protect  us  from  cold,  but  her  econ- 
omy is  disturbed  by  neglect. 

There  is  another  important  circumstance 
that  accounts  for  the  occurrence  of  pneu- 
monia so  frequently  in  cold  weather  and  its 
constant  increase  in  frequency  until  the  warm 
weather  comes  once  more.  It  is  the  custom 
to  think  of  microbes  as  always  harmful. 
Nothing  is  further  from  the  truth.  The  num- 
ber of  microbes  of  benefit  to  mankind  is  as 
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Tubing,    Fork-Sides,    Fork-Crowns,     Sprocket  Forgings,     Stampings,     Ball  Cups,    Cranks,    Cotter-Pins, 
Bottom-Brackets,  Hubs,  Pedals.  Seat-Posts,  Handle-Bars,  Coasters,  Chains. 

Two  MoneySavers  for  Repairmen. 


Patent  Combination  Drill,  Tap  and  Bushing,  ''  assigned  for 

'  '  repairing  cranks 

that  have  the  pedal  thread  stripped.  The  bushings  are  made  of  steel  and  tapped 
either  >^-20  or  )4-24  right  and  left.  Will  send  postpaid  to  any  repairman  for  $3.50, 
one  pair  of  combination  tap>s  and  drills  together  with  one  dozen  pair  of  bushings — threaded 
for  pedals  either  )^-20  or  ^^-24  right  and  left.     In  ordering  state  what  thread  you  want. 


PATENT 


This  cuts 
the  S  thread 
for  ''%  bushingf. 


This  reams  the  hole  in 

crank  ^  where 

thread  is  ^  stripped. 


,  t^if^^-^^Jisy^f^^Tsgr;^ 
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End  of  crank  with  bushing 
all  put  in,  ready  for  pedal. 


If  you  do  not  receive  our  monthly  Bargain  List  of  bicycle  sundries  and  parts, 
send  us  your  name  and  address  and  we  will  put  it  on  our  list. 
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Sprocket  Wrench 

for  removing  sprockets  without 
putting  them  in  a  vise. 

Cut  showing  Wrench  in  use. 
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The  above  cut  showi  how  it  is  done. 


Will  be  mailed  to  any  repairman  upon 
receipt  of  75  cents. 


THE  ELASTIC  TIP  COMPANY, 

Patentees  and  Manufacturers  of  Rubber  Specialties  and  Bicycle  Material  and  Sundries  of  every  description. 

370    ATLANTIC    AVENUE,    BOSTON,    MASS. 
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Guard  Attachments,     Mud-Guards,     Bells,     Spokes,    Saddles,     Tool-Bags,     Lamps,     Toe  Clips,     Locks, 


Kindly  Mention 
The  Wheel 


Cyclometers,  Cements,  Bicycle  Stands,  Brazers,  Plugs,  Tires,  Wood  Rims. 
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CAN   BE  SUPPLIED  IN  ANY 
STYLE  OF  FINISH  DESIRED. 


Sole  Selling  Agents : 

Crosby  &  Mayer  Co., 

BUFFALO,  N.Y. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


THE  GEORGE  N.  PIERCE  CO. 

1900  List  Prices. 

Chainless  Cushion  Frame,     -      -      -  1^75.00 
Special  Cusliion  Frame,        .      -      -       55.00 

Special  Racer, -       50.00 

Special  Road,       ..----       50.00 
Regular  Road, 40.00 

The  Finest  Bicycle  Ever  Built  in  America. 
Equipment  Distinctly  the  Best. 

BUFFALO.      BOSTON.      NEW  YORK.  DENVER. 

Kindly   mention   The  Wheel. 
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legion  compared  to  those  that  do  harm.  The 
mouth  is  constantly  the  habitat  of  a  largt 
variety  of  microbes.  They  constitute  what 
is  known  as  the  flora  of  the  mouth,  just  as 
we  talk  of  the  flora — that  is,  the  plant  life — of 
a  country.  Now,  of  the  flora  of  the  mouth 
many  species,  instead  of  being  harmful,  are 
helpful  to  digestion  and  to  other  natural  pro- 
cesses. Certain  of  them  particularly  prevent 
the  growth  of  other  microbes  that  might  be 
harmful. 

MetschnikofT,  the  distinguished  Russian 
scientist  whom  Russian  official  intolerance 
drove  to  France,  to  the  sorrow  of  all  intelli- 
gent Russians,  has  demonstrated  at  the  Pas- 
teur Institute  the  quality  of  microbes  to  favor 
or  hinder  the  growth  of  other  microbes.  He 
inoculated  a  plate  of  gelatine  with  the  chol- 
era vibrio,  the  cause  of  Asiatic  cholera. 

After  waiting  some  hours,  but  before  any 
of  the  cholera  germs  had  begun  to  grow 
visibly,  he  inoculated  the  plate  with  two 
other  microbes,  one  of  which  he  knew  favor- 
ed, while  the  other  hindered,  the  growth  of 
the  cholera  germs.  These  second  inocula- 
tions were  made  in  two  lines,  cross-shaped. 
Along  one  of  these  lines  the  cholera  germs 
grew  with  special  luxuriance;  along  the  other 
they  failed  to  grow  at  all.  Even  where  the 
lines  crossed  there  was  no  growth,  while  for 
some  distance  from  the  point  of  intersection 
the  growth  was  much  sparser  along  the  line 
where  the  favoring  germs  had  been  sown 
than  in  the  rest  of  that  line.  The  inhibitory 
microbes,  as  they  are  called,  possessed  enough 
influence  to  counteract  that  of  the  favorable 
microbe  entirely. 


In  winter  the  microbes  that  hinder  a  too 
luxuriant  growth  of  the  germ  of  pneumonia 
in  the  mouth  do  not  flourish  as  well  as  in 
warm  weather.  Larger  plants  differ  very 
much  in  their  behavior  to  cold,  so  that  it  is 
not  surprising  that  microscopic  plants  should 
also  show  differences.  It  has  been  demon- 
strated experimentally  in  the  laboratory  that 
the  germ  of  pneumonia  does  resist  cold  well. 
It  grows  at  low  temperatures  at  which  other 
pathogenic  germs  absolutely  refuse  to  flour- 
ish. An  important  principle,  then,  in  guard- 
ing against  pneumonia  is  to  keep  the  mouth 
healthy.  Wash  it  out  frequently,  but  gently, 
and  not  with  new  fangled  antiseptics  that  do 
more  harm  than  good;  have  decaying  teeth 
filled,  as  they  invite  the  presence  of  flora 
foreign  to  the  mouth;  especially  keep  the 
stomach  in  good  condition,  since  disturbance 
there  always  alters  the  normal  condition  of 
the  mouth. 

Now,  pneumonia,  except  in  the  very  young 
and  the  very  old,  is  seldom  fatal  of  itself.  It 
is  practically  always  a  complication  that 
causes  a  fatal  termination  in  patients  from  15 
to  55  years  of  age.  If  the  heart  and  kidneys 
are  healthy  when  the  pneumonia  is  contract- 
ed, then  patients  between  these  ages  never 
die,  unless  they  have  exhausted  themselves 
at  the  beginning  of  the  disease  by  being  up 
and  about  when  they  should  have  been  in 
bed.  In  pneumonia,  as  in  typhoid  fever,  this 
is  the  great  danger  for  the  robust.  They  hope 
to  shake  off  the  ill  feeling.  They  are  tempted 
to  be  out.  Ambulant  cases,  that  is,  cases  that 
have  been  walking  about  during  the  first  days 
of  their  disease,  proverbially  do  badly.    Every 


hour  out  of  bed  after  the  disease  has  declared 
itself  adds  to  the  danger  of  fatal  termination. 
Usually  pneumonia  begins  with  a  chill.  No 
one  can  afford  to  neglect  this  warning  in  cold 
weather.  Until  it  is  definitely  known  what 
condition  is  going  to  develop  the  patient 
should  remain  in  bed — at  least  within  doors. 
Sometimes  there  is  only  a  feeling  of  weak- 
ness, with  a  pronounced  tendency  to  freer 
sweating  than  usual,  and  a  vague  sense  of  dis- 
comfort in  the  lung  into  which  the  pneu- 
monia is  insidiously  stealing.  If  these  symp- 
toms occur  after  exposure  to  dry,  severe  cold, 
especially  in  windy  weather  and  at  a  time 
when  some  disturbance  of  regular  habits  of 
life  has  occurred  just  previously,  then  pru- 
dence dictates  the  utmost  care  until  assured 
that  pneumonia  is  not  developing. 

Unlike  other  infectious  diseases,  pneu- 
monia, instead  of  protecting  from,  predis- 
poses the  patient  to  subsequent  attacks.  One 
out  of  four,  at  least,  of  patients  who  recover 
from  pneumonia  has  the  disease  again.  They 
must  be  especially  on  their  guard.  Fatal 
cases  of  pneumonia  among  the  middle-aged 
occur  particularly  in  hard  drinkers,  and  in 
those  suffering  from  some  chronic  lung 
trouble,  or  whose  heart  or  kidneys  are  affect- 
ed. If  any  one  of  the  limbs  of  the  tripod  of 
health — heart,  kidneys,  lungs — is  out  of  or- 
der at  the  time  of  the  attack  rescue  from  a 
fatal  ending  will  not  be  easy.  For  people 
thus  affected  avoidance  of  danger  is  the  hope. 
They  must  not  expose  themselves  to  cold, 
especially  not  with  empty  stomachs,  or  when 
overtired  or  run  down  for  any  reason.  Pneu- 
monia can  be  avoided  more  easily  than  cured. 


IMPROVED    CONSTRUCTION 


INCREASES 
SALES. 


19   1-2  lbs. 

The  lightest  road  wheel  safe  to  ride.     Send  for  illustration  and  list  of  winnings 

of  the  Eagle  "Quad-Stay"  Racer. 

THE  EAGLE  BICYCLE  MFG.  CO.,  Torrlngton,  Conn. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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«I>.  &  J." 

Have  stood  the  test,  have  proved  the  best,  and  are  guaranteed  as  long  as  used 

Single, 
Tandem, 
Triplet 

and  Quad. 

Over  ^  of  the  special 
builders  of  Chicago  are 
using    them,  with    the 

satisfaction  of  getting  from  $5  to  $10  more 

for  their  machines. 

We  make  a  special  racing  Hanger  for  both  Single 
and  Tandem.     We  also  make  a  Hanger  which  fits 
all  standard  Brackets. 


PARK    CITY    MFG.     CO.,    ihcofporated, 
N.  TV.  Cor.  Jackson  &  Clinton  Sts., 


6,000,  1900,  ready  now.  Immediate  Shipments  Guaranteed.  u.  w.  cor.  jaokson  &  ciinton  sts.,  Chicago. 


We   are   the   originators   of  the 

Pressed  Steel  Head  Sets* 
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Have  always  made  and  make  to-day  the  finest 
and  most  accurate  sets  on  the  market.     Those  who 
use  our  sets  one  season  always  use  them  ;    try  them 
and  you  will  use  no  others. 
J  Send  for  catalogue. 

I  The  H.  A.  Matthews  Mig.  Co,, 

J  SEYMOUR,  CONN. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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If  you  want  the  best,  get  in  with  the 
rest; 

The  Kokomo  Defender  Special  so  recog- 
nized in  the  past,  has  stood  the  test. 

Its  high  standard  in  1900  will  be  retained. 

Let  us  have  a  share  of  your  orders  and 
remain, 
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KOKOMO  RUBBER  CO., 

Kokomo,  Indiana,  U.  S.  A. 

Kindly   mention  The  Wheel. 


A  Foot-Power  Lathe  and 

^  Outfit  of  Tools. 

Our  No.  5  Lathe  is  a  right  and  left  hand 
screw  cutting  lathe,  swings  11  inches  on  face 
plate;  34  inches  between  centres.  Is  back- 
geared  and  has  hollow  spindle.  Has  set-over 
tail-stock  and  swivel  tool  carriage  for  taper- 
ing and  boring. 

SPECIAL    OFFER! 

The  list  price  of  No.  6  Lathe  is  »90.  We 
will  furnish  the  lathe  with  set  of  slide  rest 
tools,  three  lathe  dogs,  5-inch  chuck  with  two 
sets  of  jaws,  lathe  arbor  and  set  of  Morse 
twist  drills  1-16-inch  by  %-inoh  by  32ds,  in 
all  amounting  to  JllO,  for  $90  cash.  Goods  carefully  boxed  and  delivered  on  board 
cars,  Rockford.  This  gives  the  best  lathe  made,  will  full  equipment  of  tools,  for 
less  money  than  you  can  buy  an  inferior  machine. 

■  J^uii  Descriptive  Catalogue  Free  on  Application. 


W.  F.  &  JNO.  BARNES  CO., 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  254    RUBY    ST.,    ROCKFORD.    ILL. 


ANDRAE  CYCLES  NEVER  DISAPPOINT! 

FaGe-to-FaGeTalkS(N.2) 


Concerning 


JINDRAE 


Bicycles. 


You  can't  make  money  in  the  bicycle  business  handling 
bicycles  the  people  won't  buy. 

Nobody  wants  a  poor-looking,  hard-running  bicycle  if  a 
good-looking,  easy-running  bicycle  can  be  bought  for  the  same 
money. 

Take  into  consideration  the  wants  of  the  people  in  your 
town,  then  find  a  line  that  will  come  nearest  meeting  those 
wants. 

If  you  can  offer  the  people  a  bicycle  at  J40,  equal,  or  better, 
in  every  way  to  your  competitors'  ^50  wheel,  you  can't  help 
selling  them. 

That's  the  advantage  the  Andrae  line  offers  you.  Eleven 
models — each  about  $10  better  than  other  makes  claiming  to 
be  in  the  same  class. 

You  can  sell  ten  Andraes  to  your  competitors'  one  other 
make — and  make  ten  times  as  much  money. 

Write  us  about  agency  anyway. 

THE  ANDRAE   DIVISION 

of  The  Andrae  &  Sons  Co., 

MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


Indianapolis  Gliain  &  Stamping  Co., 


INDIANAPOLIS, 
IND. 


MAKERS   OF 


Diamond  Chains. 

R.  B.  Mcmullen  &  CO.,  General  U.  S.  Sales  Agents, 

8«-90  Lake  Street,  Chicago.  309  Broadway,  New  York. 

NEW  YORK  DEPOT :  J.  S.  LENQ'S  SON  &  CO.,  4  Fletcher  St. 
CHICAGO  DEPOT:  EXCELSIOR  SUPPLY  CO.,  88-90  Uke  St. 
Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Miles  and  MInas. 

"What,  sirrah!"  thundered  the  king  of  the 
head  hunters.  "You  report  a  signal  victory 
over  our  loathsome  contemporaries,  the 
Ujjiwawa  tribe,  and  yet  you  bring  back  no 
heads  as  trophies?    Wat  t'  'ell,  eh?" 

"Your  gracious  and  magnificent  majesty," 
replied  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  army, 
prostrating  himself  on  his  marrow-bones  be- 
fore his  liege,  "a  white  man  from  America 
was  captured  by  the  Ujjiwawas,  two  months 
ago,  and  since  then  has  converted  the  whole 
tribe  to  century  making;  and,  though  we  de- 
capitated them  by  hundreds,  we  got  nothing 
for  our  trouble.  A  century  maker.  Sire,  has 
no  head." 


To  Make  Them  Stay. 

If  your  shoelaces  are  in  the  habit  of  work- 
ing loose,  instead  of  lacing  your  shoes  in  the 
usual  way,  that  is  from  the  toes  towards  the 
ankle,  reverse  this,  and  lace  them  from  the  top 
towards  the  toes,  and  the  working  of  the  foot 
will  not  then  cause  them  to  come  undone. 


Look  to  the  Valve. 

When  you  find  that  your  tire  has  "gone 
down,"  don't  at  once  jump  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  is  punctured,  but  see  that  there  is  no 
escape  of  air  through  the  valve. 


An   Epitaph. 

Here  lies  John  Chainless  Wheeler, 
Whose  race  on  earth  is  done; 

He  lacked  ten  years  of  making 
In  life  a  century  run. 


He  had  a  frame  unequaled. 
But  age  will  weakness  send. 

And  so  the  final  puncture 
No  earthly  hand  could  mend. 

And  now  to  that  repair  shop 
Beyond  the  skies  he's  flown, 

Where  breaks  are  neatly  fixed  and 
Overcharges  are  unknown. 


TO  i,os  ang:bi^ES  and  southern  cai,i- 

FORNIA. 

Every  Friday  night,  at  10.35  p.  m.,  a  through  Tour- 
ist Car  for  Los  Angeles  and  Southern  California, 
leaves  the  Chicago,  (Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway 
Union  Passenger  Station,  Chicago,  via  Omaha,  Colo- 
rado Springs  and  Salt  Lake  City,  for  all  points  in 
Colorado,  Utah,   Nevada  and  California. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  Pullman  porter,  each  car 
is  accompanied  by  an  intelligent,  competent  and  cour- 
teous "courier,"  who  will  attend  to  the  wants  of  pas- 
sengers en  route.  This  is  an  entirely  new  feature  of 
tourist  car  service,  and  will  be  appreciated  by  families 
or  by  ladies  traveling  alone.  Particular  attention  is 
paid  to  the  care  of  children,  who  usually  get  weary 
on  a  long  journey. 

These  tourist  cars  are  sleeping  cars  supplied  with 
all  the  accessories  necessary  to  make  the  journey  com- 
fortable and  pleasant,  and  the  berth  rate  (each  berth 
will  accommodate  two  persons)  is  only  $6  from  Chi- 
cago to  California.  Ask  the  nearest  ticket  agent  for 
a  tourist  car  folder,  or  address  Geo.  H.  Heafford, 
General  Pass,  and  Ticket  Agent,  Chicago,  111.        ,*» 

IMPROVED   DINING   CAR  SERVICE. 

Nickel  Plate  Train  No.  3,  leaving  Buffalo  at  7.10 
a.  m.  daily,  has  a  dining  car  attached,  serving  break- 
fast immediately  after  departure  from  Buffalo.  Lun- 
cheon and  dinner  will  also  be  served  at  convenient 
hours.  The  meals  on  the  Nickel  Plate  dining  cars 
have  already  a  national  reputation  for  excellence, 
and  this  improved  service  will  no  doubt  be  appre- 
ciated by  the  patrons  of  the  popular  Nfckel  Plate 
Road. ' 

Look  at  your  Teeth; 

they  need  cleaning.  Tartar  Tablets  will  quickly 
remove  all  discolorations.  No  acids  or  chemi- 
cals. Harmless  and  Pleasant.  Use  ordinary 
brush.  By  mail,  25c.  Tartar  Tablet  Co.,  489  5th 
Ave.,   N.   Y.   City. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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25C. 


OILER. 


Used  by  leading  makers  of  high-grade  bicycles.     The  only  oiler  that    regulates    supply  of  oil,     CANNOT 
LEAK.    We  make  cheaper  oilers  also,  of  unequaled  quality. 

CUSHMAN  &  DENISON,  Mfrs.,  240-2  W.  23d  St.,  N.  Y. 


MOSSBERG  TIRE   BELL 

Patented  March  28th,  1899. 
Guaranteed  to  give  satisfaction  in  every  respect. 
Send  for  Catalogue.    Sample  sent  by  mail  on  receipt  of 
remittance  as  follows : 

No.  1,  75c.    No.  2,  50c. 

Manufactured  by   FRANK   MOSSBERG     CO., 

ATTLEBOKO,  MASS. 


DINING   CABS. 

The  Nickel  Plate  Road  has  always  owned  and 
operated  their  dining  cars  and  meal  stations,  and  the 
service  has  a  reputation  for  excellence  among  the 
traveling  public.  Train  No.  3,  which  leaves  Bufifalo 
at  7.10  a.  m.  daily,  has  a  dining  car  attached,  serving 
breakfast  immediately  after  departure  from  Bufifalo, 
while  luncheon  and  dinner  are  also  served  at  con- 
venient hours.  This  train  arrives  at  Chicago  at  9.15 
p.  m.,  and  makes  close  connections  with  the  fast 
trains  of  all  western  roads. 


HWDISPENSABLE   BI-C¥-KA. 

Your  wheel  needs  Bi-cy-ka.  No  work  to 
apply  it.  It  takes  off  the  rust  and  keeps  the 
rust  off;  it  cleans  and  it  polishes.  If  your 
dealer  hasn't  it,  send  us  10  cents  in  stamps 
and  we  will  mail  you  a  full-sized  collapsible 
tube.  Raven  Gloss  Mfg.  Co.,  71  Barclay 
street.  New  York. 


STANDARD  LEATHER  CRIP. 


The  leather  grip  has  become  the  popular  grip  on 
the  highest  class  wheels. 

Last  year  the  demand  exceeded  the  supply. 

We  are  making  the  handsomest  line  of  these 
goods  ever  put  on  the  market.  Nickel,  German 
Silver  and  natural  wood  ends. 

We  can  ship  promptly  in  any  amount. 

Samples  sent  on  request. 
The  MacDonald,  Wessels  &  Ames  Co.,  Detroit,  Mich. 


Free  Sample  Pair 
to  Dealers. 

ASHWORTH 
PATENT 
TOE-CLIP. 

Send  6c.  for  postage. 

L  T.  SNOW,  Mfr., 

NEW  H4VEN.  CONN., 
U.S.A. 


ADLETS. 

For  Sale,  Excbanee,  Etc.  —  Twenty-five  words, 
thirty-five  cents.  EacS  additional  word  two  cents. 
Cash  invariably  in  advance. 

Situations  and  Help  Wanted. —  Answers  received 
in  confidence  and  forwarded  without  charge.  iRate: 
25  words,  one  time,  50  cents;  three  times,  $1.00;  50 
words,  one  time,  $1.00;  four  times,  $3.00;  75  words, 
one  time,  $1.50;  four  times,  $5.00.  Displayed  adver- 
tisements: One-half  inch,  one  time,  $1.00;  four  times, 
$3.00;  one  inch,  one  time,  $1.50;  four  times,  $5.00, 


PATENTS.— H.  W.  T.  Jenner,  patent  attorney  and 
-'-  mechanical  expert,  608  F  street,  Washington,  D. 
C.  Established  1883.  I  make  an  examination  free  of 
charge,  and  report  if  a  patent  can  be  had  and  exactly 
how  much  it  will  cost.     Send  for  circular. 

■^AT" ANTED — By  New  York  jobbing  house,  experi- 
''  enced  manager  and  buyer  for  bicycle  sundries 
dept. ;  must  have  executive  ability  and  push,  and  be 
well  recommended;  only  first-class  man  need  apply. 
Address  "Sundries,"   P.   O.   Box  1760.  c.t.f. 

T^ ANTED — Situation  by  a  man  of  four  years'  ex- 
*"'  _  perience;  have  spent  three  months  of  each  year 
looking  after  wholesale  trade;  have  managed  large  re- 
tail branch  balance  of  time;  best  of  references.  Ad- 
dress  J.,   care  The  Wheel. — 30 — p. 

Xp  OR  SALE — Elegant  bicycle  store,  shop,  tools, 
■^  machinery,  etc.,  doing  good  business  in  one  of 
the  best  towns  on  Long  Island;  have  excellent  trade 
among  aristocracy  and  get  good  prices;  build  50 
special  wheels  per  season,  have  demand  for  more, 
at  prices  from  $50  to  $85;  no  debts;  everything  in 
first-class  shape;  this  is  a  rare  chance  for  energetic 
business  man.  Address  Chas.  W.  Wilcox,  P.  O.  Box 
444,    New   York. 

"POR  SALE — A  bicycle  store  in  a  desirable  location 
-*-  on  New  York  city  boulevard  (Broadway)  belo^ 
110th  St. ;  fully  equipped  repair  department,  with  u;)- 
to-date  machinery  and  tools;  owner  willing  to  sacri- 
fice the  good-will,  etc.,  of  this  business  in  order  to 
give  his  entire  attention  to  other  interests.  "For 
Sale,"    P.    O.   Box   444. 

A  DVERTISER,  lately  general  manager  for  a  well- 
-^^  known  English  cycle  concern,  is  open  to  repre- 
sent an  American  cycle  or  motor  car  firm  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland;  can  introduce  and  push  business 
amongst  the  best  agents,  and  with  a  well-made  free 
wheel  machine  will  guarantee  a  handsome  turnover; 
thoroughly  practical  and  well  recommended  by  late 
directors.    Address   W.   B.,  care  of  The  Wheel. 

A/TANUFACTURERS  of  bicycles  and  sundries, 
-'-'-'-  phonographs,  jewelry,  clocks  and  sporting  goods; 
please  send  catalogues,  together  with  trade  discounts, 
to  L.  C.  Dalton,  37  North  1st  St.,  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J. 


The  Banner  Automatic 
Adjasting  Bicycle  Pump. 

This  pump  uses  no  swivel  or  hose 
to  connect  to  tire  valve.  Simply  place 
the  metal  spout,  which  extends  from 
the  base,  over  the  tire  valve,  with 
foot  in  stirrup,  and  pump.  No  swivel 
to  leak  air.  No  hose  to  burst  open. 
It  will  outwear  ten  of  the  best  hose 
pumps,  as  there  is  nothing  to  wear 
out.  Fits  all  tires.  Sold  by  all  job- 
bers.    Write  for  catalogue. 

D.  B.  SMITH  &  CO., 

Utica.  N.  Y..  U.S.A. 


Dusty  Roads.   Noisy  Chains. 

The    Morse    Twin    Roller    Chains    run 

SMOOTHLY,  QUIETLY  and  FREELY 

in    DUST   or    MUD. 

As  the  pendulum 
swings,  so  the  joint 
of  the  Morse  Chain 
rocks. 

No  Rub, 

No  Slide. 

Lasts  longer,  runs 
easier  than  any  other 
chain  made.  Pendu- 
Mf  lum  will  swing  on 
"^  the  Morse  Joint  45 
minutes  and  on  the 
pin  joint  about  5  sec- 
onds. Large  swing- 
ing model  sent  free 
to  agents  ordering 
three  chains. 


■Write  for  Illustrated  Cir- 
cular and  Price  to 

MORSE  CHAIN  CO., 

Trumansburg:,  N.  Y. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


Copyright  by  F.   P.   Prial   Co. 
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New  Company  Is  Formed  to 

Control  Tillinghast  Tire  Patent* 


NOTICE  is  to  be  served  immediately  upon 
all  manufacturers  of  single-tube  tires 
inviting-  them  to  recognize  the  Tillinghast 
patent  and  to  pay  12J  cents  royalty  per  tire, 
accounting  to  be  retroactive. 

To  the  casual  reader  of  a  statement  made 
on  Wednesday  of  last  week  by  William  M. 
Ivins,  attorney  for  the  Rubber  Goods  iVIfg, 
Co.,  the  rumor  printed  in  last  week's  Wheel 
that  Col.  Dodge  was  not  the  sole  owner  of 
the  Tillinghast  tire  patent  was  true.  Col. 
Dodge  had  authorized  this  paper  to  say,  last 
week,  that  he  was  the  sole  owner  of  the  pat- 
ent, and  on  the  same  day  the  Rubber  Goods 
lawyer  gave  out  assurance  that  the  patent  be- 
longed to  the  Tillinghast  Tire  Association,  in 
which  the  Rubber  Goods  Mfg.  Co.  owned  a 
majority  interest.  Presumably  the  colonel 
and  the  lawyer  had  not  agreed  upon  a  com- 
mon course  in  the  matter. 

Col.  Dodge  does — or  did,  last  week — own 
the  Tillinghast  patent,  but  the  members  of 
the  Tillinghast  Tire  Association,  which  was 
formed  in  1898,  have  a  financial  interest  in 
the  outcome  of  the  recent  suit.  That  Asso- 
ciation, of  which  Col.  Dodge  was  president, 
has  been  merged  into  a  new  organization,  in- 
corporated under  New  Jersey  laws  Nov.  18, 
and  bearing  the  name  Single  Tube  Auto- 
mobile &  Bicycle  Tire  Co.,  and  having  a  cap- 
ital of  a  million  dollars.  The  new  organiza- 
tion, according  to  a  statement  issued  from 
Charles  R.  Flint's  office,  acquires  from  the  Til- 
linghast Tire  Association  the  famous  patent 
and  all  rights  under  it.  Various  authorities 
might  give  various  reasons  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  new  company.  The  Wheel's 
opinion  is  that  the  owners  of  the  Tillinghast 
Tire  Association  encountered  an  opportunity 
to  make  money  through  the  process  of  en- 
largement, and  have  not  passed  it  by.  Judg- 
ing by  the  names  of  the  incorporators,  inter- 
est in  the  new  company  is  divided  between 
the  American  Bicycle  Co.,  the  Rubber 
Goods  Mfg.  Co.,  Col.  Dodge  and 
certain  bankers.  The  incorporators  are: 
Theodore  A.  Dodge,  president  Tillinghast 
Tire  Association;  Herbert  L.  Griggs,  of  Bar- 
ing, Magoon  &  Co.;  E.  Mora  Davison,  of 
August  Belmont  &  Co.;  George  W.  Young, 
president  United  States  Mortgage  &  Trust 
Co.;  Camillus  G.  Kidder,  of  Ivins,  Kidder  & 
Melcher,   attorneys    for    Rubber    Goods    Co.; 


George  Pope,  vice-president  American  Bicy- 
cle Co.;  Charles  Smithers,  of  F.  S.  Smithers 
&  Co.,  bankers;  L.  K.  McClymonds,  presi- 
dent Mechanical  Rubber  Co. ;  William  A. 
Towner,  secretary  Rubber  Goods  Mfg.  Co. 

It  is  reported  that  Kirk  Brown,  of  the 
Dunlop  Company  (now  Rubber  Goods  prop- 
erty), has  been  telegraphing  friends  that  the 
Tillinghast  decision  means  a  dividend  on 
Rubber  Goods  common  stock. 

Pardon  W.  Tillinghast,  who  took  out  the 
famous  patent  bearing  his  name,  called  at  the 
'office  of  The  Wheel  a  few  days  ago.  Be- 
yond saying  that  he  was  quite  satisfied,  he 
made  no  statement  as  to  any  benefits  he 
might  have  derived  from  the  successful  issue 
of  the  suit.     Pie  has  other  irons  in  the  fire. 

Kokomo  Will  Protect  Customers. 

Yesterday  morning  the  Kokomo  Rubber 
Co.  wired  to  this  paper  as  follows:  "We  are 
sending  out  the  following  to  our  customers: 
'We  are  regular  licensees  of  Theodore  A. 
Dodge  to  manufacture  single-tube  bicycle 
tires,  under  what  is  known  as  the  Tillinghast 
patent.  We  have  at  all  times  complied  with 
the  terms  of  this  license  as  we  understand  it, 
and  any  steps  looking  toward  the  intimidation 
to  users  of  tires  manufactured  by  us  will  be 
fully  met.  We  propose  to  guarantee,  protect 
and  defend  all  customers  who  deal  with  us. 
We  give  this  notice  to  the  trade  at  large,  be- 


cause the  owners  of  this  patent,  by  letter  and 
otherwise,  indicate  to  our  customers  that  only 
certain  parties  have  the  right  to  manufacture 
tires  under  this  patent.'  " 

Diamond  Rubber  Will  Fight. 

An  advertisement  received  by  wire  yester- 
day morning,  from  the  Diamond  Rubber  Co., 
of  Akron,  O.,  appears  on  another  page.  The 
essence  of  it  is  that,  after  consultation  with 
their  attorneys,  the  well-known  Offield,  Towle 
&  Linthicum,  of  Chicago,  they  have  decided 
that  their  entire  pneumatic  tire  manufacture 
is  free  of  the  Tillinghast  and  all  other  patents, 
and  they  intend  to  so  demonstrate,  if  sued  for 
infringement.  Moreover,  their  intention  is 
to  be  aggressive  if  their  business  is  interfered 
with  in  any  way. 

The  Diamond  Rubber  Co.  manufacture 
single-tube  tires  extensively.  They  are  a 
wealthy  concern.  It  has  been  stated  that  the 
Rubber  Goods  Manufacturing  Co.,  largely  in- 
terested in  the  Tillinghast  single-tube  patent, 
is  willing  to  buy  up  the  Diamond  Rubber  Co. 


Changes  at  llartford  Rubber  Works. 

Justus  D.  Anderson  has  resigned  as  secre- 
tary of  the  Hartford  Rubber  Works  Co.,  and 
John  C.  Wilson  has  been  elected  as  secretary- 
treasurer.'  Morris  Penrose  has  terminated 
his  connection  with  the  company.  So  has 
Assistant  Secretary  Francis  L.   Burdick. 

Last  week  occurred  the  yearly  gathering 
and  banquet  of  the  out-of-town  representa- 
tives of  the  company.  Business  was  transact- 
ed in  the  afternoon,  and  in  the  evening  there 
was  a  dinner  at  the  Country  Club  in  Farming- 
ton,  the  party  going  out  in  a  special  trolley 
car.  President  Parker,  Secretary  Wilson  and 
others  made  speeches.  There  was  singing 
and  a  good  time  generally. 


A  TIRE-ROYALTY  STORY  fROM  THE  STATE  OF  OHIO. 


Cleveland,  O.,  Nov.  20. — The  recent  de- 
cision of  the  courts  as  to  the  validity  of  the 
Tillinghast  tire  patents  brings  to  mind  an  in- 
teresting bit  of  information  recently  given  a 
W^HEEL  man  by  an  Akron  tire  manufacturer. 
As  is  generally  known,  the  Tillinghast  patent, 
owned  by  Theodore  Dodge,  was  recognized 
by  all  tire  manufacturers  up  to  about  two 
years  ago.  The  royalty  demanded  was  small 
and  the  competition  on  tires  had  not  grown 
to  be  severe  enough  to  demand  the  cutting 
down  of  every  possible  expense,  so  the  tax 
imposed  was  paid,  rather  than  risk  a  fight. 

Finally  the  Akron  man  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  he  was  wasting  good  money,  but, 
before  bearding  the  lion  in  his  den,  he  de- 
cided to  look   around    for   shelter   in    case   of 


possible  trouble.  Taking  into  his  confidence 
another  tire  man,  one  of  the  oldest  in  the 
game,  they  hit  upon  something  which  they 
believed  would  badly  embarrass  the  owner  of 
the  Tillinghast  patent.  When  the  tax  gath- 
erer came  around  for  his  next  payment,  they 
declined  to  make  another  payment.  Hearing 
of  this,  tire  manufacturers  all  over  the  coun- 
try commenced  to  withdraw  their  contribu- 
tions, until  the  receipts  from  the  Tillinghast 
patent  were  worth  about  as  much  as  a  soda- 
water  fountain  in  the  Klondyke. 

But  the  day  of  reckoning  came.  Dodge 
instituted  proceedings  against  the  United 
States  Rubber  Co.,  and  the  attorneys  of  the 
company  ransacked  the  country  for  some- 
thing to  antedate  the  Tillinghast  grant.     For 
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months  they  hunted,  until,  in  the  language 
of  modern  times,  they  became  convinced  that 
they  were  "up  against  it."  Then  the  Akron 
man  came  to  their  rescue  and  showed  them 
something  which  made  them  smile  with  pleas- 
ure and  wonder  why  they  had  never  thought 
of  it  before. 

The  "find"  was  known  to  manufacturers  of 
sugar  machinery  as  a  diffusion  tube.  It  was 
used  extensively  by  a  Cleveland  concern  up 
to  a  few  years  ago,  and  had  been  in  use  for 
many  years.  Strange  to  relate,  it  had  been 
manufactured  to  order  by  one  of  the  rubber 
manufacturers  who  was  most  vitally  interested 
in  the  outcome  of  the  suit  mentioned.  The 
diffusion  tube  was  made  very  similar  to  the 
single-tube  tire,  altliough  larger  and  provided 
with  a  valve  for  inflating,  on  the  outside  sur- 
face instead  of  the  inside.  It  looked  like  a 
clear  "beat,"  and  the  defendants  decided  to 
carry  their  entii-e  fight  on  this  defense. 

The  case  was  settled  a  few  days  ago,  and, 
to  the  astonishment  of  nearly  every  tire  man- 
ufacturer in  the  country,  the  decision  was  in 
favor  of  the  clever  man  from  Boston. 

Perhaps  there  will  be  more  fights,  but  it  is 
doubtful.  At  any  rate,  the  Tillinghast  pat- 
ent will  play  a  more  important  part  in  the 
tire  industry  than  ever  before. 

Ohio  tire  manufacturers  are  agreed  on  one 
thing:  Judge  Colt,  who  rendered  the  decision, 


is  certainly  a  convert  to  the  single-tube.  He 
hit  the  double-tube  tire  several  hard  whacks. 
It  was  hardly  necessary,  perhaps,  for  him  to 
call  them  "defective." 


G.  &  J.  Tire  Company  Organized. 

G.  &  J.  tires  have  heretofore  been  part  and 
parcel  of  the  G.  &  J.  bicycle  interests.  Now 
that  the  tire  part  of  the  business  has  been 
transferred  by  the  A.  B.  C.  to  the  Rubber 
Goods  Mfg.  Co.,  it  is  to  have  an  identity  of 
its  own,  this  having  been  provided  for  by  the 
incorporation,  in  New  Jersey,  last  week,  of 
the  G.  &  J.  Tire  Co.,  capital  $1,000,000.  In- 
corporators, Frederick  Stewart,  John  E. 
Fryer,  Benjamin  J.  Downer.  Mr.  Downer 
is  a  lawyer,  associated  with  the  firm  of  Ivins, 
Kidder  &  Belcher,  attorneys  for  the  Rubber 
Goods  Co.  No  announcement  has  been  made 
as  to  where  the  G.  &  J.  tires  will  be  manu- 
factured hereafter.  They  have  hitherto  been 
made  by  the  Goodrich  Company  in  Akron. 
As  The  Wheel  recently  stated,  it  is  proba- 
ble that  they  will  hereafter  be  made  in  the 
factory  of  the  Mechanical  Fabric  Co.,  Provi- 
dence, and  later,  with  the  Dunlop,  in  the  fac- 
tory of  the  National  India  Rubber  Co.,  Bris- 
tol. It  is  believed  that  the  same  executive 
officers  will  eventually  conduct  the  manufac- 
ture of  both  the  G.  &  J.  tire  and  Dunlop  tire. 


NEW  YORK  CYCLE  SHOW 

TO  BE  AN  A.  B.  C.  AFFAIR. 


Of  the  179  spaces  on  the  main  floor  of 
Madison  Square  Garden,  only  fifteen  remain 
untaken.  Practically  the  entire  gallery  re- 
mains open,  only  one  space  having  been  taken 
as  late  as  Tuesday  of  this  week.  The  assured 
exhibits  so  far  arranged  for  are  classified  as 
follows.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  bicycles  will 
far  outnumber  the  automobiles: 
AUTOMOBILES. 

U.  S.  Motor  Vehicle  Co.,  New  York. 

Indiana   Bicycle   Co.,    Indianapolis. 

International  Automobile  and  \' chicle  Tire  Co.,  New 
York. 

BICYCLES. 

R.  H.  \^■olff  &  Co.,  New  York. 

Black  Mfg.  Co.,  Erie,  Pa. 

Buffalo  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  Buffalo. 

A.  Featherstone  &  Co.,  Chicago. 

Sterling  Cycle  Works,   Kenosha,   Wis. 

Western  Wheel  Works,   Chicago. 

Crawford  Mfg.  Co.,  Hagerstown,  Md. 

Ames  &  Frost,   Chicago. 

Nuttall  Mfg.  Co.,  Nyack,  N.  Y. 

Lamb  Mfg.     Co.   (Spalding),   Cliicopee,  Mass. 

Viking  Mfg.  Co.,  Toledo. 

H.  A.  Lozier  &  Co.,  Cleveland. 

E.  C.  Stearns  &  Co.,  Syracuse. 

Barnes   Cycle  Co.,   Syracuse. 

Acme  Mfg.  Co.,  Reading,  Pa. 

Pope  Mfg.   Co.,   Hartford,   Conn. 

Monarch  Cycle  Co.,  Chicago. 

Stover  Mfg.  Co.,  Freeport. 

Gormully  &  Jeffery  Mfg.   Co.,   Chicago. 

Shelby  Cycle  Co.,  Shelby. 

Grand  Rapids  Cycle  Co.,  Grand  Rapids. 

Fay  Mfg.  Co.,  Elyria. 

Fanning   Cycle   Co.,   Chicago. 

Geneva  Cycle  Co.,  Geneva. 

A.    D.    Meiselbach,   Milwaukee. 

Milwaukee  Mfg.  Co.,   Milwaukee. 

Milwaukee    Engineering   Co.,   Milwaukee. 

Columbus  Bicycle  Co.,  Columbus. 

North  Buffalo  Wheel  Co.,  Buffalo. 
ACCESSORIES. 

Empire  Rubber  Co.,  New  York.    Tires,  etc. 


B.  F.  Goodrich  Co.,  Akron. 

Joseph  Dixon  Crucible  Co.,  Jersey  City.  Graphite, 
etc. 

Manhattan  Storage   Co.,   Philadelphia.    Sundries. 

Veeder  Mfg.  Co.,  Hartford.     Cyclometers. 

N.  Y.  Sporting  Goods  Co.,  New  York.    Sundries. 

Straus  Tire  Co.,  New  York.  Tires,  sponge  grips,  etc., 
etc. 

G.  W.  Cole  &  Co.,  New  York.  Three-in-One  Com- 
pound, etc. 

Gleason-Peters  Air  Pump  Co.,  New  York. 

Manhattan   Brass   Co.,   New   York.     Lamps,   etc. 

E.  A.  Brecher  &  Co.,  New  York.    Sundries. 

Badger  Brass  Co.,  Kenosha.     Solar  lamp. 

American  Saddle  Co.,  Elyria. 

C.  J.  Smith  &  Sons  Co.,  Milwaukee.     Parts. 
Geo.  L.  Thompson  Co.,  Chicago.     Parts. 
Cleveland  Ball   and  Pedal   Co.,    Cleveland. 
Cleveland  Machine  Screw  Co.     Parts. 
Indianapolis   Chain  and  Stamping  Co.,   Indianapolis. 
National  India  Rubber  Co.,  Bristol.     Tires. 
Spinroller  Co.,  Rochester.     Chainless  gear. 

It  is  learned  that  the  sale  of  space  for 
A.  B.  C.  concerns  was  made  in  one  deal.  In 
the  past  each  concern  has  made  its  own  ar- 
rangement with  the  Show. 


A  Foreign-Trade  Opinion. 

It  is  understood  from  excellent  authority 
that  the  A.  B.  C.  is  preparing  for  a  reco'd- 
breaking  exhibit  at  the  Paris  exposition  next 
year.  An  immense  pavilion  has  been  ar- 
ranged for  and  all  the  wheels  of  the  A.  B.  C. 
will  be  exhibited  together.  In  short,  there 
will  be  a  glittering  display  of  wealth  and 
power,  calculated  to  dazzle  the  eyes  of  the 
foreigners,  and  incidentally  impress  upon 
foreign  manufacturers  that  they  are  in  for  a 
harder  fight  than  ever  before. 

A  gentleman  who  has  had  long  experience 
in  the  foreign  trade,  and  who  is  perhaps  as 


well  able  to  judge  the  conditions  abroad  as 
any  man  in  the  business,  made  the  prediction 
to  a  Wheel  man  the  other  day  that  this  pol- 
icy will  prove  a  great  mistake — in  short,  that 
it  will  be  courting  failure  for  American  busi- 
ness abroad.     Said  he: 

"During  the  past  two  or  three  years  the 
American  manufacturers  have  met  with  the 
strongest  kind  of  opposition  from  the  foreign 
builders  in  nearly  all  European  countries, 
especially  in  England  and  Germany.  Ameri- 
can encroachments  have  been  viewed  with 
alarm,  and  every  effort,  fair  and  unfair,  has 
been  made  to  shut  us  out.  In  Germany  the 
big  manufacturers  were  nearly  successful  last 
year  in  persuading  the  government  that 
Americans  were  ruining  their  business.  That 
was  when  they  were  fighting  several  concerns 
of  greater  or  less  strength. 

"Now  that  a  combine  has  been  formed 
they  will  point  to  the  giant  monopoly  as  being 
certain  death  to  their  interests.  In  Germany 
to-day  the  largest  manufacturer  has  a  capital 
of  only  $750,000.  The  American  Bicycle  Co., 
which  proposes  to  control  the  markets  of 
Europe  as  well  as  America,  has  a  capital  of 
$40,000,000.  The  Germans  will  point  to  the 
immense  exhibit  of  the  intruder,  an  exhibit 
which  they  could  not  hope  to  equal,  and  they 
will  demand  that  he  be  shut  out.  They  will 
assert  that  monopolies  are  detrimental  in 
America,  and  therefore  of  the  greatest  possi- 
ble danger  to  German  industries. 

"In  England  the  feeling  is  growing  more 
bitter  every  day,  and,  from  information  I 
have  received,  I  am  positive  that  both  the 
Stanley  and  National  cycle  shows,  next  year, 
will  be  closed  to  our  exhibitors.  Therefore, 
the  A.  B.  C.  will  be  forced  to  give  an  exhibit 
of  its  own,  and  it  will  probably  follow  the 
plan  arranged  for  in  Paris — a  grand  exhibit, 
under  one  central  head.  If  they  do,  it  will 
antagonize  the  British  more  than  ever. 

"I  will  make  the  prediction  that,  if  this 
grand  policy  of  invasion  under  one  name  is 
carried  out,  the  export  business  of  this  coun- 
try will  fall  off  50  per  cent.  At  best,  Ameri- 
cans will  have  harder  work  than  ever  in  the 
more  important  European  countries,  and  in 
my  opinion  the  only  successful  plan  will  be  to 
conceal  the  identity  of  the  combine  as  much 
as  possible.  Allow  each  concern  to  go  on 
exactly  as  in  the  past,  placing  agencies  and 
working  for  business  with  its  own  traveling 
men.  It  will  cost  more  money,  but  it  is 
not  nearly  so  liable  to  antagonize  the  people. 
The  necessary  economies  in  manufacture  can 
be  practised  in  this  country,  but  they  should 
not  be  shown  abroad. 

"The  example  of  that  wonderful  organiza- 
tion, the  Standard  Oil  Co.,  is  worthy  of  con- 
sideration. It  operates  in  every  country  in 
Europe,  but  the  name  is  never  heard.  Each 
country  is  represented  by  one  or  two  con- 
cerns under  various  names,  managed,  as  far 
as  practicable,  by  natives. 

"It  is  impossible  to  eliminate  the  antag- 
onistic feeling.  Therefore,  why  try  to  thrust 
our  power  into  their  faces?" 


No  Chicago  Show. 

A  letter  from  S.  A.  Miles  says  there  is  abso- 
lutely no  truth  in  the  story  that  he  is  to  con- 
duct a  cycle  show  in  Chicago,  and  that,  so  far 
as  he  knows,  Chicago  will  not  have  a  show. 
"The  subject  was  talked  of  some  weeks  ago, 
but  Chicago  has  no  suitable  building,  even  if 
the  trade  were  willing  to  support  a  show." 
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A.  B.  C.  MATTERS- 


and   some  *^ outside ^^  bits* 


A.  B.  C.  Securities. 

American  Bicycle  Co.  securities,  during 
last  week  and  part  of  this  week,  stood  as  fol- 
lows "on  the  curb"  in  Wall  Street: 

BONDS. 

Bid.  Asked. 

Monday   89J  90^ 

Tuesday    89^        90^ 

Wednesday    89^  90J 

Thursday  90  91 

Friday    90  91 

Saturday   90  91 

Monday    90  91 

Tuesday 90  91 

PREFERRED  STOCK. 

Bid.  Asked. 

Monday  66  — 

Tuesday  66  — 

Wednesday    65J  — 

Thursday   62^  67J 

Friday   62}  67} 

Saturday   62}  67} 

Monday  62}  67} 

Tuesday  62  65 

COMMON  STOCK. 

Bid.  Asked. 

Monday    26^  — 

Tuesday  26f  — 

Wednesday  26^  — 

Thursday    25  27 

Friday   25  27 

Saturday  25  27 

Monday  25  27 

Tuesday    22  25 

Plans  of  Mice  and  Men. 

Every  plan  that  is  at  all  revolutionary  is 
bound  to  encounter  certain  difficulties.  One 
object  of  the  consolidation  of  various  selling 
departments  among  A.  B.  C.  companies  is  to 
have  one  traveler  do  what  several  travelers 
did  before.  This  plan  will  not  suit  all  dealers, 
and  will  probably  cause  some  little  extra  trav- 
eling. For  instance,  the  Western  Wheel 
Works'  travelers  will  also  carry  Sterling  bicy- 
cles. Some  agents  sell  the  Western  Wheel 
Works  line,  but  not  the  Sterling.  One  agent 
carries  the  W.  W.  W.  and  Tribune  lines,  and 
has  no  intention  of  giving  up  the  Tribune. 
This  necessitates  the  traveler  carrying  the 
Featherstone,  Buffalo  Cycle  and  Black  (Tri- 
bune) lines,  as  well  as  the  Western  Wheel 
Works  man,  visiting  this  particular  dealer. 

To  Close  Vildng  and  Colton. 

Toledo,  Nov.  20. — The  Viking  and  Colton 

machinery    will    be    moved    into    the  Lozier 

plant,  and  the  two  factories  indicated  will  be 
closed. 

Cleveland,  Nov.  20. — Harry  Lozier  puts 
somewhat  of  a  damper  on  the  stories  in  cir- 
culation to  the  effect  that  all  the  A.  B.  C. 
factories  in  Toledo,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Lozier  plant,  are  to  be  closed.  He  said  Mon- 
day that,  while  the  present  Viking  factory 
will  not  be  continued,  the  plant  will  be  in 
operation  exactly  as  heretofore.     One  of  the 


three-story  buildings  of  the  Lozier  factory 
has  been  vacant  for  several  months,  caused 
by  the  removal  of  machinery  to  Thompson- 
ville,  and  the  Viking  plant  in  its  entirety  will 
be  moved  into  this.  The  Viking  wheel  will 
be  built  entirely  separate  from  the  Cleveland, 
and  the  Viking  superintendent,  G.  W. 
Birchell,  will  have  entire  charge  of  the  me- 
chanical end  of  the  business.  The  business 
end  will  be  conducted  distinct  from  that  of 
the  Cleveland,  accounts  being  separate.  The 
only  change  will  be  in  the  selling  end. 

An  important  change  from  the  Lozier  pro- 
gramme of  the  past  is  that  Westfield  wheels 
— the  $40  Cleveland — will  be  shipped  to  the 
West  and  South  from  Toledo,  instead  of  from 
Westfield.  A  large  building  formerly  used  in 
putting  up  Lozier  launches  will  be  used  as  a 
warehouse,  thus  saving  time  and  freight  ex- 
penses to  customers  in  the  sections  men- 
tioned. 

Lozier  Examining  Time-Tables. 

Cleveland,  Nov.  20. — H.  A.  Lozier,  Sr.,  is 
reported  to  be  devoting  a  great  deal  of  his 
time  at  present  to  looking  over  time-tables 
and  steamship  routes,  preparing  for  probably 
the  first  exclusively  pleasure  trip  in  the  his- 
tory of  his  busy  life.  The  veteran  manufac- 
turer still  has  somewhat  of  an  oversight  over 
the  Cleveland  interests — naturally,  in  view  of 
the  large  block  of  A.  B.  C.  stock  in  his  name 
— but  H.  A.,  Jr.,  is  general  manager  under 
the  new  arrangement.  Mr.  Lozier,  Sr.,  will 
start  on  his  trip  shortly  after  the  first  of  the 
year,  and  will  be  gone  several  months.  After 
that — who  knows? 

Chicago,  Nov.  17. — It  is  learned  that  PI.  A. 
Lozier  will  not  buy  an  interest  in  the  firm 
of  Sipe  &  Sigler,  of  Cleveland,  with  a  view 
to  developing  a  big  automobile  business.  It 
is  said  Mr.  Lozier's  offer  was  $50,000,  and 
that  Sipe  &  Sigler  had  had  a  previous  offer 
of  $500,000.  _ 

To  Buy  Toledo  Metal  and  Kirk? 

Toledo,  Nov.  20. — One  result  of  the  visit  of 
Vice-President  Bromley,  of  the  A.  B.  C,  to 
this  place  is  a  rumor  that  the  A.  B.  C.  desires 
to  buy  the  Toledo  Metal  Wheel  Co.,  whose 
manufacture  of  juveniles  is  very  extensive, 
and  the  Kirk  Mfg.  Co.  The  rumor  is  that  the 
Toledo  Metal  people  are  seriously  considering 
a  second  proposition,  made  by  Mr.  Bromley. 
Dame  Rumor  also  says  that  the  A.  B.  C. 
originally  offered  to  take  in  the  Kirk  plant  on 
the  basis  of  $150,000,  while  the  Kirk  people 
stood  for  $200,000.       _ 

"McMullen  Combine"  in  Statu  Quo. 

For  the  present  probably  there  will  be  no 
further  development  of  the  proposed  associa- 
tion of  cycle-making  concerns  in  which  R.  B. 
McMullen  interested  himself  some  time  ago. 

How  Shipments  Will  Be  Made. 

For  economy's  sake  car-load  lots  of  Tribune 
bicycles  will  be  shipped  from  the  Black  fac- 
tory,   in    Erie,    to    the    Featherstone    head- 


quarters in  Chicago  and  New  York,  respec- 
tively, and  reshipped  as  ordered  by  jobbers 
and  other  customers,  in  conjunction  with 
Featherstone  bicycles,  when  customers  take 
both  lines.  In  certain  cases  shipments  will  be 
made  direct  from  factory — any  shift  to  save 
money.  The  same  plan  will  be  followed  by 
all  other  A.  B.  C.  groups  of  concerns. 

Lamb  and  Lozier  Transfer  Land. 

Springfield,  Mass.,  Nov.  17.— Deeds  were 
filed  for  registry  yesterday  transferring  prop- 
erty of  the  Lamb  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Chicopee,  and 
the  Lozier  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Westfield,  to  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.  Stamps  on  the  deeds 
indicate  that  the  Lamb  transfer  was  for 
$175,000  and  the  Lozier  for  $35,000.  This,  of 
course,  only  covers  the  land  and  buildings 
and  does  not  represent  the  price  paid  for  the 
entire  plants.  The  machinery,  good-will,  etc., 
are  not  covered  by  the  deeds. 

Transferring  Sales  Departments. 

On  Wednesday  of  last  week  the  sales  de- 
partment of  the  Grand  Rapids  Cycle  Co.  was 
transferred  to  Chicago,  having  been  merged 
into  that  of  the  G.  &  J.  Company.  The 
change  displaces  some  employes.  It  is  un- 
derstood, however,  that  J.  Elmer  Pratt  re- 
mains. Similar  changes  have  been  in  prog- 
ress in  other  concerns,  and  in  a  short  time 
the  new  system  will  be  thoroughly  organized. 

Dealers  Are  Closing  Contracts. 

One  of  the  independent  concerns,  which 
has  a  number  of  traveling  men  on  the  road, 
is  finding  no  difficulty  in  closing  contracts 
with  new  dealers  who  have  not  hitherto 
done  business  with  that  particular  manufac- 
turer. Of  course,  orders  are  taken  to  secure 
the  agency,  and  in  nearly  all  cases  five  or 
more  wheels  are  ordered  for  immediate  de- 
livery. 

Will  Continue  the  Waverley. 

It  -has  been  generally  reported  that  the 
Waverley  bicycle  would  be  dropped  from  the 
market  and  the  factory  and  the  Indiana  Bicy- 
cle Co.  used  entirely  for  automobile  works. 
Asked  about  the  exit  of  the  Waverley,  a  well- 
informed  A.  B.  C.  man  said:  "Not  entirely. 
There  is  still  a  demand  in  some  sections  for 
Waverley  wheels,  which  will  be  met." 

Colton  Said  to  Be  Dissatisfied. 

Toledo,  Nov.  20. — It  is  understood  that  the 

closing  of  the  Colton  factory  is  not  pleasing 
to  Mr.  Colton,  and  that  his  understanding  was 
that  the  plant  would  be  continued  under  his 
management.  It  is  said  that  the  plant  was 
put  in  at  about  $75,000—30  per  cent  cash,  30 
per  cent  preferred  stock  and  40  per  cent 
common  stock. 

Steel  Prices  Downward. 

Pittsburg  steel  billets  were  $38  and  $36  on 
Nov.  8  and  15,  respectively. 

Andrew  Carnegie  is  quoted  as  saying  he 
does  not  believe  there  will  be  much,  if  any, 
further  advance  in  steel  prices.  He  says,  how- 
ever, that  steel  manufacturers  will  make  money 
next  year. 

Have  Travelers  on  the  Road. 

The  following  A.  B.  C.  concerns  have  trav- 
elers out:  Western  Wheel  Works-Sterling; 
G.  &  J. -Shelby-Clipper;  Stearns-Barnes-Sy- 
racuse;   Monarch-Stover;   Columbia-Stormer. 
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J\  Big  (Combine. 


We  never  hire  men  to  ride  our  Saddles,  but  there  is  such  a 
large  proportion  of  the  professional  and  amateur  riders,  as  well  as 
those  who  ride  for  business  purposes,  who  from  choice  ride  the 
Saddles  we  make,  that  a  little  effort  on  our  part  enables  us  to  know 
all  the  time  the  trend  of  sentiment  as  regards  the  little  improvements 
that  suggest  themselves  to  those  most  competent  to  form  opinions 
affecting  the  riding  qualities  of  Saddles*  We  favor  that  sort  of  a 
combination  of  interests  and  have  belonged  to  it  for  years — and 
don^t  care  who  knows  it* 

Another  Combine  we  belong  to,  and  a  big  one  too,  is  the 
combination  of  brains  in  designing  Saddles,  abundant  means  to 
make  them,  and  the  biggest  and  best  outfit  of  machinery  and  skilled 
workmen  to  produce  the  goods  that  meet  the  approval  of  fully 
eighty  per  cent  of  the  riding  public;  and  when  we  say  goods,  we 
mean  Tool-Bags  as  well  as  Saddles* 

The  Combination  of  Style,  Beauty,  Workmanship,  Durabil- 
ity and  Comfort  is  unapproachable  by  any  other  manufacturers, 
and  we  wish  it  distinctly  understood  that  we  guarantee  equal  prices 
and  terms  to  every  manufacturer  and  every  dealer,  whether  mem- 
bers of  Any  Combine  or  No  Combine* 

Send  for  our  handsome  new  Catalogue  of  Saddles  and  Tool- 
Bags*     We  will  send  it  freely  and  promptly* 

American  Saddle  Co., 

ELYRIA,  OHIO,  U.  S.  A. 


Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 


&fm 
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VOICES  OUR  OWN  SENTIMENTS. 

I  believe  that  a  journal  like  The  Wheel  can  best 
serve  the  trade  by  not  furthering  antagonisms,  and 
that  you  can  serve  all  interests  conscientiously  and 
well  without  stirring  up  strife  which  leads  men,  espe- 
cially those  who  are  narrow-minded,  to  throw  away 
money  for  the  purpose  of  gratifying  personal  ani- 
mosity.— 'Letter  from  a  long-headed  manufacturer. 


-•».•"•"•-•"•«••••«• 


WHAT  THE  MEMBERS  THINK. 


WE  have  comparatively  little  faith  in  the  theory  that  the 
conclusions  of  the  annual  National  Assembly  of  the 
League  of  American  Wheelmen  truly  record  the  sentiment  of  a 
majority  of  League  members,  whatever  advantages  of  expedi- 
ency and  intelligent  deliberation  may  rest  in  the  Assembly. 
We  are  rather  inclined  to  look  for  the  majority's  opinion  in  a 
popular  vote,  such  as  was  recently  taken  by  the  Ohio  Division 
to  settle  an  election  and  several  matters  of  common  import. 
For  example,  the  ballots  conveyed  this  question  to  the  mem- 
bers : 

DO  YOU  FAVOR  THE  CONTINUED  CONTROL  OF 
RACING  BY  THE  L.  A.  W.? 

There  were  7-12  votes  for,  610  against.     Almost  equally  di- 
vided.   Here  was  another: 

DO   YOU  ADVOCATE  A  LANTERN   LAW   COVER- 
ING BICYCLES  AND  ALL  OTHER  VEHICLES? 

President  Keenan  says  Pittsburg  riders  disapprove  of  lan- 
terns, but  1,100  Ohio  riders  voted  yes,  against  224  negatives. 

DO    YOU    FAVOR    A    COMPULSORY    TAXATION 
SIDE-PATH  LAW? 


Evidently  some  failed  to  understand,  and  others  declined  to 
vote  a  few  cents  out  of  their  pockets,  but  1,045  voted  for;  only 
307  against. 

As  far  as  Ohio  is  concerned — and  there  is  no  better  State  in 
which  to  put  cycling  matters  to  a  vote — the  inclination  is  to 
decide  the  control  of  racing  by  the  toss-up  of  a  penny.  The 
majority  believe  in  safety  (lamps)  and  are  willing  to  pay  two 
bits  or  so  for  the  pleasures  of  side-path  cycling. 


GAS  LAMP  SITIATION. 


FOR  some  time  past  the  sale  of  successful  high-priced  acety- 
lene lamps  has  been  injured  by  the  large  quantity  of  ex- 
pensively constructed,  but  unsuccessful,  lamps  which  have  been 
thrown  upon  the  market.  The  same  cause  has,  in  a  measure, 
retarded  the  development  of  the  smaller,  cheaper  lamps. 

While  the  stock  of  expensive  failures  lasts,  many  buyers  will 
continue  to  buy  them  because  they  can  be  bought  for  much 
less  than  the  price  of  expensive  successes,  and  for  just  about 
the  price  of  the  small  lamps.  Until  the  lots  of  faded  splendor 
now  on  the  bargain  covmters  are  cleaned  up,  the  lamp  market 
will  not  be  quite  satisfactory. 

Lamp  makers  and  jobbers  are  doing  what  they  can,  however, 
to  hasten  the  clean-up.  Some  of  the  leading  lamp  makers  have 
experimented  with  smaller  lamps,  to  sell  to  jobbers.  The 
actual  marketing  of  these  has  been  deferred.  For  their  part, 
many  jobbers  now  refuse  to  buy  the  wonderful,  but  unsuccess- 
ful, lamps  at  any  figure,  having-  realized  that  the  same  goods 
have  been  bought  elsewhere  at  still  lower  prices,  making  it  nec- 
essary to  re-sell  them  at  actual  loss. 


MACHINERY  TRADE  MYSTIFIED. 


TRADE  PAPERS  interested  in  the  machinery  trade  have 
several  times,  of  late,  commented  upon  the  fact  that, 
while  the  demand  for  machinery  is  unprecedented,  the  call 
for  bicycle  machinery  alone  is  smaller  than  usual.  Like  cer- 
tain other  evils,  the  cause  for  this  falling  off  is  laid  at  the  door 
of  "trusts,"  and  the  opinion  is  expressed  that,  as  soon  as  the 
bicycle  combination  has  fully  settled  upon  its  policy,  the  bicy- 
cle machinery  business  will  be  on  a  par  with  the  demand  in 
other  lines. 

This  view  may  be  reassuring,  but  in  our  opinion  it  is  far 
from  being  an  accurate  one.  We  believe  that  if  machinery 
builders  had  carefully  noted  their  sales  during  the  past  few 
years  they  would  have  found  a  gradual  falling  off  in  the  de- 
mand for  bicycle  machinery  during  the  past  two  or  three 
years.  Not  that  the  annual  production  of  bicycles  is  growing 
smaller.  Quite  the  contrary.  But  bicycle  manufacturers  no 
longer  produce  their  own  parts,  as  they  did  in  the  days  of 
high-priced  bicycles.  When  forgings  were  universally  used 
for  frame  connections,  many  of  the  largest  factories  owned 
their  own  forging  machinery  and  produced  their  own  parts. 
The  advent  of  sheet  steel  stampings  made  this  practice  obso- 
lete and  bicycle  forging  machinery  was  no  longer  in  demand. 
Almost  the  same  condition  is  true  with  regard  to  screw  ma- 
chinery, used  in  producing  hubs  and  small  parts.  Specialists 
in  these  lines  who  could  turn  their  machinery  to  other  work 
when  bicycle  parts  were  not  in  demand,  commenced  to  bid  for 
this  trade,  with  the  result  that  it  is  no  longer  necessary  or  even 
profitable  for  a  bicycle  factory  to  produce  its  own  turned  parts. 
True,  some  of  them  continue  to  do  so,  but  it  is  either  from  a 
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pride  in  building  "from  the  ground  up,"  or  because  they  can- 
not dispose  of  their  machinery  without  a  loss  and  do  not  care 
to  let  it  remain  idle. 

There  is  also  another  reason  why  bicycle  factories  are  not 
ordering  machinery.  The  failures  in  the  bicycle  trade  of  two 
years  ago  are  familiar  to  all  who  are  interested  in  the  indus- 
try. Thousands  of  dollars'  worth  of  high-class  factory  equip- 
ments were  closed  out  for  a  few  cents  on  the  dollar.  Many 
of  the  substantial  makers  replenished  their  factories  at  that 
time  at  a  low  cost,  but  the  great  mass  of  this  machinery  fell 
into  the  hands  of  machinery  brokers  and  jobbers.  Much  of 
it  has  been  scattered  over  the  country  during  the  past  few 
months  at  handsome  margins,  accounting  in  a  great  measure 
for  the  seeming  small  demand  in  certain  sizes.  The  American 
Bicycle  Co.  will  undoubtedly  place  its  factories  in  the  best 
possible  condition  for  the  new  season,  but  comparatively  little 
new  equipment  will  be  required,  since  over-production  is  not 
likely  to  be  the  policy  of  the  A.  B.  C. 

Whatever  is  being  lost  to  the  machinery  builders  through 
a  shortage  of  orders  for  bicycle  machinery,  is  being  more  than 
made  up  by  the  rapidly  developing  motor  vehicle  industry. 
Many  of  those  who  are  going  into  the  new  industry  are  people 
of  capital  and  enterprise.  They  appreciate  that  they  must 
make  hay  while  the  sun  is  shining.  Consequently,  they  are 
making  every  effort  to  produce  successful  goods  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment.  To  accomplish  this  they  are  ordering  large 
quantities  of  machinery  and  tools.  As  far  as  possible,  every- 
thing is  being  produced  in  their  own  factories,  and,  needless 
to  say,  they  are  working  to  the  limit  of  their  capacities.  Some 
day  the  automobile  people,  too,  will  follow  in  the-  steps  of  the 
bicycle  manufacturers  and  turn  to  the  specialists. 


WHEN  a  conscientious  veteran  like  Dr.  Turner  talks,  we 
listen.  He  is  probably  the  most  sensible  man  in  Eng- 
land on  the  physiological  phases  of  cycling,  and  when  he  has 
experimented  to  test  a  new  idea  and  renders  a  verdict,  what  he 
says  is  not  only  wonderfully  interesting,  but  "it  is  judicially 
convincing  in  its  lucidity.  In  recounting  his  experience  with 
the  long-crank-and-high-gear  idea,  the  Doctor  is  no  less  in- 
teresting than  usual,  in  the  side-lights  he  throws  upon  the  sub- 
ject; but  the  gist  of  his  opinion  is  that  a  man  of  slow  movement 
should  use  a  long  crank,  and  a  gear  according  to  his  strength. 
The  man  of  quick  movement  should  use  a  short  crank.  How 
long,  or  how  short,  is  a  point  for  individual  fitness  to  decide. 
In  England  they  consider  a  9-inch  crank  necessary  to  a  90-inch 
gear.    Over  here  we  seem  to  want  shorter  cranks  for  the  same 


EVERYBODY  is  at  liberty  to  guess  about  these  matters. 
The  Wheel's  opinion  is  that,  if  the  American  Bicycle 
Co.  sues  anybody,  with  the  bottom-bracket  patent  as  a  basis, 
the  defendants  are  more  likely  to  be  parts-makers  than  cycle 
makers.  If  there  is  any  price-cutting  next  year  it  is  more 
likely  to  originate  among  independent  cycle  makers  than  with 
the  A.  B.  C,  and  what  would  be  more  natural  than  for  the 
A.  B.  C.  to  endeavor  to  prevent  repetition  in  1901  by  suing  the 
parts-makers  who  supply  such  independent  cycle  manufactur- 
ers? For  the  present,  however,  what  chance  is  there  of  litiga- 
tion when  A.  B.  C.  factories  are  buying  parts  outside,  with  the 
knowledge  and  consent  of  headquarters,  and  outside  cycle 
manufacturers  are  buying  parts  from  A.  B.  C.  parts-makers? 

•     •     • 

IT  is  not  so  easy  to  say  why  the  international  commercial 
congress  and  exposition  at  Philadelphia  is  not  a  success. 
There  appear  to  be  many  specific  reasons,  and  at  least  a  dozen 


"heelers"  to  blame  for  each  reason.  In  any  event,  the  aflfair 
was  not  suitably  placed  before  the  cycle  trade.  There  was 
clearly  something  incompetent  in  the  promotion  and  publicity 
department  at  the  start,  and  while  we  understand  a  change  was 
subsequently  made,  it  was  made  too  late  to  yield  adequate  re- 
sults. 

•  «     • 

INDEPENDENT  manufacturers  are  entitled  to  the  sugges- 
tion of  carefulness  contained  in  a  chance  assertion,  recently 
made,  that  bankers  throughout  the  country  would  be  less  likely 
to  lend  money  to  outside  concerns  now  than  before  the  forma- 
tion of  the  A.  B.  C.  The  interests  of  many  bankers  are  more 
or  less  involved  with  those  of  their  New  York  correspondents, 
and,  of  course,  certain  New  York  banking  institutions  desire 
everything  done  that  will  strengthen  the  A.  B.  C.  securities  they 

hold. 

•  •     • 

IT  would  be  a  genuine  surprise  to  pick  up  an  English  cycling 
paper  and  finish  reading  it  without  running  across  certain 
oft-repeated  Latin  phrases,  such  as  "tempora  mutantur,"  etc. 
It  would  be  a  pleasure  to  miss  these  familiar  friends,  remindful 
of  nothing  but  moss,  just  once. 

•  •     • 

SAFER  to  under-produce  for  1900  than  to  over-produce. 
Shout  louder  than  ever,  if  you  will  be  heard,  but  be  con- 
tent to  sell  moderately  and  surely.     Let  others  throw  their 

stocks  on  the  market. 

«     «     * 

JUDGING  from  reports  of  their  shrewdness  in  dealing  with 
our  exporters,  "Catching  the  Japs"  is  not  analogous  with 

"Catching  the  Yaps." 

«     •     * 

ATTENDING  to  your  business  intelligently  is  one  thing, 
being  buried  in  it  is  another. 


RETIRN  TO  REASON. 

[From  the  Chicago  "Tribune."] 

Now  that  cycling  has  'been  officially  declared  to  be  dead  by  the 
Woodla\yn  Cycling  Club,  it  may  be  permissible  for  an  outsider  to 
make  a  few  brief  obituary  remarks.  If  the  Woodlawn  cyclers  are  cor- 
rect in  their  announcement,  it  can  only  be  said  that  the  bicycle,  like  se 
many  other  promising  institutions,  has  become  the  victim  of  its  own 
excesses.  It  is  more  probable,  however,  that  they  are  mistaken.  Ac- 
customed to  seeing  their  members  constantly  under  the  intoxicating 
influence  of  the  bicycle,  they  fail  to  recognize  in  the  present  more 
rational  attitude  toward  the  wheel  a  hopeful  rather  than  a  necessarily 
fatal  symptom. 

If  this  diagnosis  be  correct,  the  general  public  as  well  as  bicyclers 
themselves  are  to  be  congratulated. 

Time  was  when  a  man  who  did  not  ride  a  wheel  was  looked  upon 
as  a  suspicious  character.  Time  was  when  the  butcher  and  the  grocer 
went  unpaid  because  their  customers  were  forced  to  meet  weekly  pay- 
ments on  as  many  bicycles  as  there  were  members  in  each  family. 

Three  years  ago  Michigan  avenue  was  a  sight  to  bring  a  blush  to 
the  clieek  of  an  all-night  hack  driver.  Nor  was  modesty  the  only 
sense  ofifended.  Beauty,  grace  and  all  the  other  charms  of  femininity 
were  lost  sight- of.  Lovely  woman  had  apparently  become  only  a 
crooked-backed,  gum-chewing,  mechanical  attachment  to  a  swiftly  re- 
volving pedal.  Hundreds  of  young  persons  of  both  sexes,  otherwise 
sane  and  normal,  burned  with  the  consuming  desire  to  push  their 
wheels  over  as  many  hundred  miles  of  road  as  possible  before  heart 
failure  or  nervous  prostration  put  an  inevitable  end  to  the  ridiculous 
ambition. 

To  have  stated  these  facts  three  years  ago  would  have  been  treason. 
To-day  it  is  only  common  sense. 

The  bicycle  is  not  dead.  It  has  simply  sown  its  wild  oats  and  set- 
tled down  to  a  sober  and  useful  life.  The  wheel  has  a  part  to  play  in 
the  world,  and  it  is  a  large  and  valuable  part. 

The  friends  of  the  bicycle  should  not  be  discouraged.  They  should 
recognize  that  what  was  once  only  a  passing  craze  is  now  a  permanent 
institution;  that  what  was  once  an  instrument  of  pleasure  is  now  chiefly 
one  of  utility. 
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COMPLETION  OF  A.  B.  C. 

COMPANY  IN  CANADA. 


Toronto,  Nov.  20. — A  meeting  of  the  pro- 
moters of  the  National  Cycle  and  Automobile 
Co.  was  held  at  the  Queens  Hotel  on  Satur- 
day afternoon.  The  following  officers  and 
directors  were  elected:  F.  S.  Evans,  of  the 
E.  and  D.  Bicycle  Co.,  president;  W.  S. 
Evans,  treasurer;  T.  F.  Byrne,  manager  for 
the  E.  C.  Stearns  &  Co.  Canadian  branch, 
secretary.  Directors — A.  G.  Spalding,  New 
^fork;  Col.  A.  A.  Pope,  Boston;  A.  L.  Gar- 
ford,  New  York;  E.  C.  Stearns,  Syracuse; 
T.  P.  Cofifee,  Toronto;  A.  R.  Creelman,  To- 
ronto. 

The  formation  of  the  company  is  the  result 
of  efforts  put  forth  by  Mr.  Spalding,  assisted 
by  Mr.  Evans,  and  is  really  a  branch  of  the 
A.  B.  C,  but  the  Toronto  business  is  largely 
financed  in  Canada.  For  this  season  they 
have  secured  the  old  carpet  works  at  the  foot 
of  Jarvis  street,  but  next  summer  they  propose 
erecting  a  larger  factory  in  this  city,  costing  in 
the  neighborhood  of  $90,000,  and  expect  to 
employ  from  800  to  1,000  hands.  They  also 
purpose  opening  up  a  handsome  retail  sales- 
room on  King  street. 

They  are  getting  into  shape  in  their  factory 
and  expect  to  be  in  position  to  do  business 
at  once,  and  will  have  their  travelers  out  in  a 
few  days. 

Arrangements  are  being  made  to  go  exten- 
sively into  the  manufacture  of  automobiles, 
and  they  purpose  putting  these  goods  on  the 
market  at  a  price  which  will  put  them  within 
the  reach  of  most  vehicle  users. 

The  company  has  the  sympathy  of  the  Cana- 
dian public,  from  the  fact  that  they  state  that 
they  intend  using  Canadian  material  and 
Canadian  workmen  as  far  as  possible.  It  is 
understood  that  arrangements  are  being  made 
to  procure  steel  from  Nova  Scotia  steel  works, 
which  are  the  most  extensive  in  the  Do- 
minion. 

As  previously  stated  in  The  Wheel,  the 
company's  capital  stock  is  $2,500,000,  and  it 
absorbs  the  Canadian  Typograph  Co.,  of 
Windsor,  manufacturers  of  the  E.  and  D. 
cycle;  the  Canadian  branch  of  E.  C.  Stearns 
&  Co.,  and  the  Wheeler  &  Christie  saddle 
concerns.  Mr.  Evans,  of  the  Typograph  Co., 
and  Lemuel  H.  Foster,  of  Detroit,  practically 
engineered  the  deal.  The  company  will  con- 
trol all  the  patents,  rights,  titles,  good-will 
and  business  of  the  A,  B.  C.  in  Canada. 


Canadian  Trade  Outlook. 

Toronto,  Nov.  2(t. — Bicycle  trade  is  quiet  in 
Canada,  from  the  fact  that  the  formation  of 
combines  and  amalgamation  of  interests  is 
keeping  everybody  guessing,  and  jobbers  of 
parts,  sundries,  etc.,  are  not  able  to  book  or- 
ders. But  something  must  be  done  soon,  or 
manufacturers  will  be  late  on  the  market. 

The  two  combines  are  getting  into  shape  as 
fast  as  possible  and  hope  to  have  full  lines  of 
samples  on  the  road  at  once.  The  Canada 
Cycle  and  Motor  Co.  traveler  who  was  out 
feeling  the  trade  reports  that  buyers  will  not 
place  orders  yet,  as  they  are  waiting  to  see 
how  things  are  going  to  turn.  Some  of  the 
smaller  factories  are  getting  into  shape  and 


will  be  early  in  the  field.  McBurny  &  Beattie 
Company  moved  all  their  machinery  to  Inger- 
soll  last  week  and  expect  to  be  in  good  work- 
ing shape  by  the  end  of  this  week. 

The  Dunlop  Tire  Co.  have  got  comfortably 
fixed  in  their  new  factory,  have  fitted  up  splen- 
did offices  and  have  now  one  of  the  most  com- 
plete factories  and  offices  in  the  city. 

The  Neverleak  Suit. 

Buffalo,  Nov.  21. — There  is  an  interesting 
libel  suit  on  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  New 
York  State.  The  Buffalo  Specialty  Manu- 
facturing Co.,  who  own  the  patents  on  "Never- 
leak," and  claim  that  any  preparation  used 
for  a  similar  purpose  is  an  infringement  on 
their  patents,  is  suing  G.  W.  Cole  &  Co.,  of 
New  York  City,  for  libel.  The  Buffalo  con- 
cern claims  that  Cole  &  Co.  printed  some 
circulars  and  distributed  same  through  the 
mails,  containing  matter  of  a  libelous  nature 


against  the  Buffalo  Specialty  Manufacturing 
Co.  Papers  were  served  on  the  New  York 
parties,  and  Mr.  Stewart,  of  Stewart  &  Co., 
lawyers.  New  York  City,  appeared  before 
Judge  Titus,  in  Buffalo,  last  week,  and  en- 
deavored to  argue  that  the  plaintiffs  had  no 
cause  for  action.  The  judge  reserved  his  de- 
cision, and  up  to  this  time  had  not  announced 
it.  E.  G.  Mansfield,  attorney  for  the  Buffalo 
people,  told  The  Wheel  man  that  no  matter 
what  the  decision  may  be,  it  will  surely  be 
appealed. 

It  appears  that  there  are  five  or  six  con- 
cerns making  and  marketing  a  preparation 
which  the  Buffalo  Specialty  Manufacturing 
Co.  claim  is  an  infringement  on  their  Never- 
leak patent.  These  concerns  have  formed  a 
combination  and  engaged  the  services  of  Stew- 
art &  Co.,  New  York  City,  to  fight  any  and 
all  suits  brought  against  the  combination.  W. 
G.  Schack,  a  Buffalo  bicycle  dealer,  had 
bought  some  stuff  from  McWilliams,  of  Hub- 
bardston,  Mass.,  which  the  Neverleak  people 
claimed  was  an  infringement  on  their  patents, 
and  at  once  commenced  suit  against  Mr. 
Schack.  This  suit  is  now  pending  in  the 
United  States  Court,  and  will  be  defended  by 
Stewart  &  Co. 


A  FEW  TWENTY-SECOND  ELOOR  PARAGRAPHS. 


A.  B.  C.  Matters  Shaping  Up  Well. 

When  the  first  movements  of  organization 
were  begun  on  the  twenty-second  floor  of  the 
Park  Row  building,  it  was  on  the  eve  of  the 
new  selling  season,  and  naturally  the  workers 
were  under  the  tension  of  anxiety.  It  seemed 
at  that  time  that  there  might  be  some  difficul- 
ty in  perfecting  the  working  lines  quickly. 
However,  there  are  no  time-servers  in  the 
force.  Many  of  the  workers  are  either  stock- 
holders in  the  company  or  are  the  practiced, 
active  ex-employes  of  stockholders.  With  so 
high  an  average  of  intelligence  it  is  not  sur- 
prising that  matters  have  shaped  themselves 
exceedingly  well,  and  to-day  there  is  a  feel- 
ing of  elation  in  A.  B.  C.  headquarters.  The 
big  system  is  already  in  good  working  order 
throughout  all  its  ramifications,  and  the  com- 
pany is  in  most  pleasing  condition  for  the 
campaign  ahead  of  it. 

The  Eastern  Lamb  Group. 

It  is  said  the  eastern  branch  of  the  "Lamb" 
group  will  occupy  a  five-story  building  in 
Warren  street.  New  Y'ork  City.  Eastern  and 
western  managers  for  this  group,  comprising 
the  Lamb  (Spalding),  Nuttall,  Crawford  and 
Ames  &  Frost  lines,  have  not  been  decided 
upon.  It  was  intended  that  L.  B.  Whymper, 
of  the  Crawford  Company,  should  take  the 
eastern  management,  but  it  was  decided  last 
week  to  have  him  manage  the  European  end 
of  the  A.  B.  C.'s  foreign  trade.. 

The  Featherstone  Division. 

As  stated  in  last  week's  Wheel,  R.  C. 
Rueschaw  will  handle  the  eastern  branch  of 
the  Featherstone-Black  Buffalo  Cycle  divis- 
ion of  the  A.  B.  C.  This  same  division,  by  the 
way,  will  carry  the  Fay  juvenile  line.  Mr. 
Rueschaw's  territory  will  be  New  England, 
New  York,  Pennsylvania,  the  Virginias, 
Maryland,  Delaware,  the  Carolinas,  Georgia 
and   Florida.     The   New   England   States  will 


be  covered  direct  by  traveling  salesmen.  This 
was  not  done  last  year. 

States  west  of  those  mentioned  will  be  man- 
aged by  A.  H.  Bryant,  from  the  Featherstone 
office  in  Chicago. 

The  Featherstone  division  is  already  doing 
a  fine  business,  and  some  large  contracts  have 
been  closed  with  jobbers. 

Alfred  Featherstone,  Grand  Juror. 

In  a  list  of  fifty  name*,  comprising  the 
new  Grand  Jury  in  Chicago,  occurs  the  name 
■'Alfred  Featherstone,  Auditorium  Annex," 
which  means  that  for  a  time  the  American  Bi- 
cycle Co.  will  have  to  shuffle  along  as  best  it 
may,  while  one  of  its  leading  directors  joins 
his  esteemed  fellow  citizens  of  the  Windy 
City  in  a  special  investigation  of  bucket  shops 
and  so-called  panel  houses. 

Schaaf  Visits  Chicago. 

A.  E.  Schaaf,  of  the  general  sales  commit- 
tee of  the  A.  B.  C,  was  sent  to  Chicago  last 
Saturday  for  a  week's  stay  among  the  facto- 
ries there.  There  are  many  questions  which 
the  various  selling  departments  of  such  a  big 
concern  naturally  like  to  know  about,  and 
which  can  be  discussed  better  personally  than 
by  mail. 

Col.  George  Pope's  Position. 

A  contemporary  stated  recently  that  there 
was  dissatisfaction  with  regard  to  certain  offi- 
cers of  the  A.  B.  C,  and  that  Col.  George 
Pope  might  be  transferred  to  the  patent  de- 
partment. Col.  Pope  has  had  charge  of  the 
patent  department  right  along. 

West  Harvey's  Great  Expectations. 

Chicago  newspaper  dispatch. — West  Harvey  is  to 
have  two  new  factories.  The  firm  of  A.  G.  Spalding 
&  Co.  contemplates  a  large  plant  for  all  its  sporting 
goods  factories.  It  is  rumored  that  the  American 
Bicycle  Co.  is  about  to  consolidate  its  factories  in 
one  big  plant  there. 

Very  likely,  very  likely. 
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VALIE  Of  TRADE-MARKS. 


What    the    Commissioner   of    Patents  Has  to  Say 

Regarding  These  Important 

Things. 

Before  the  International  Commercial  Con- 
gress at  Philadelphia  Charles  H.  Duell,  Com- 
missioner of  Patents,  presented  a  paper  on 
trade-marks  in  which  he  offered  the  following 
advice  to  manufacturers: 

"Do  adopt  and  use  trade-marks,  not  only 
for  your  domestic  but  for  your  foreign  trade. 
When  you  select  a  mark  be  very  careful  that 
it  is  a  lawful  trade-mark  and  one  to  which 
your  right  is  undeniable. 

"Do  not  adopt  your  own  name  as  a  sole 
mark  for  your  manufactures.  Every  man  un- 
deniably has  a  right  to  use  his  own  name  upon 
•his  own  goods  to  indicate  their  origin  and 
ownership  and  as  a  guarantee  of  their  quality 
and  character.  This  right  is  common  to  all 
men,  and  therefore  if  there  are  twenty  men 
by  the  name  of  John  Adams  each  one  of  the 
twenty  has  as  good  a  right  as  any  of  the  oth- 
ers. True,  he  cannot  use  his  name  in  an  un- 
lawful manner  and  from  such  use  he  will  be 
enjoined,  but  a  mark  which  consists  merely 
of  the  name  of  the  party  using  it  is  a  very 
weak  reed  upon  which  to  rely. 

"Do  not  adopt  a  geographical  term.  The 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  has  re- 
peatedly held  that  no  one  can  exclusively  ap- 
propriate to  his  own  benefit  a  geographical 
term  so  as  to  prevent  others  inhabiting  the 
same  or  similar  territory  from  dealing  in  sim- 
ilar articles.  It  is  true  that  the  decisions  of 
the  courts  have  not  been  uniform  on  this  sub- 
ject, but  in  every  case,  with  possibly  one  or 
two  exceptions,  where  the  exclusive  right  to 
use  a  geographical  term  has  been  sustained 
some  peculiar  facts  have  led  to  the  decision. 
If  you  wish  to  keep  out  of  litigation  don't  se- 
lect a  geographical  name  for  your  trade-mark. 

"Don't  adopt  a  descriptive  word  or  name. 
It  has  been  held  by  courts  times  without  num- 
ber that  words  or  names  simply  indicating  the 
quality  or  ingredients  of  the  articles  cannot  be 
appropriated  so  as  to  prevent  others  from  em- 
ploying the  same  words  upon  the  same  arti- 
cles. 

"Do  not  adopt  a  word  expressing  quality, 
grade  or  peculiar  excellence.  No  one  man  has 
the  exclusive  right  to  use  any  word  or  sym- 
bol which  merely  indicates  the  excellence  of 
his  article.  No  more  has  he  the  right  to  ex- 
clusively appropriate  for  his  products  marks, 
letters,  numbers  or  words  which  actually  indi- 
cate the  grade  of  the  article.  While  I  cannot 
say  don't  adopt  a  suggestive  word  (for  such  a 
word  will  generally  be  sustained  by  the 
courts)  the  greatest  care  should  be  used  or 
you  will  enrich  some  lawyer. 

"It  is  so  easy  to  select  a  device  or  symbol 
or  to  coin  a  word  that  there  is  no  reason  why 
a  manufacturer  or  a  merchant  should  select 
as  his  mark  anything  which  is  not  a  lawful 
trade-mark  or  which  is  on  the  border  line 
and  will  in  all  probability  land  him  in  the 
courts.  So  many  alleged  trade-marks  are  pre- 
sented at  the  Patent  Office  for  registry  and 
those  not  being  lawful  trade-marks  having 
to  be  rejected,  that  I  have  felt  impelled  to 
make  use  of  this  opportunity  to  utter  this  note 
of  warning. 

"Through  our  labor  saving  inventions  we 
are  able  to  produce  manufactured  articles  as 
cheaply  as  they  are  produced  in  many  other 


countries  where  wages  are  much  lower.  If, 
then,  our  manufacturers  send  out  only  such 
of  our  manufactured  products  as  suit  the  tastes 
and  requirements  of  the  people  to  whom  they 
are  sent  we  cannot  fail  to  greatly  extend  our 
export  trade  in  manufactured  articles,  and 
when  once  established,  if  we  have  adopted  and 
used  lawful  trade-marks  to  indicate  our  own- 
ership and  title,  there  will  be  no  reason  why 
the  trade  once  gained  cannot  be  kept  for  an 
itidefinite  time." 


The  Eagle  Flies  to  Canada. 

The  1900  Eagles,  with  their  quad-stay  con- 
struction, will  be  pushed  in  a  very  aggressive 
manner  throughout  Canada  and  the  Prov- 
inces by  Messrs.  T.  W.  Boyd  &  Son,  the  well- 
known  Montreal  sporting  goods  and  gun 
house.  Mr.  Boyd  recently  visited  the  factory 
of  the  Eagle  Company,  at  Torrington,  Conn., 
and  completed  a  deal  of  more  than  usual  im- 
portance. As  a  result  of  which  Messrs.  T. 
W.  Boyd  &  Son  will  at  once  begin  an  aggres- 
sive campaign  throughout  Canada  and  the 
Provinces,  and  their  salesmen  will  start  in  a 
week  or  ten  days  to  demonstrate  the  selling 
qualities  of  the  Eagle  quad-stay  construction 
to  the  trade. 

Mr.  Boyd,  who  has  conducted  a  large  and 
constantly  growing  business  in  Montreal  for 
many  years,  is  very  decided  in  his  opinion 
that  Canadian  dealers  will  appreciate  the  op- 
portunity of  being  able  to  handle  a  line  of 
bicycles  which  have  won  so  much  deserved 
popularity  in  the  United  States,  and  which 
can  now  be  obtained  through  him  from  his 
Montreal  warehouse  without  delay  or  incon- 
venience. It  is  evident  that  Mr.  Boyd,  as 
well  as  the  Eagle  Company,  do  not  consider 
that  they  have  anything  to  fear  from  competi- 
tors, and  believe  that  a  large  increase  of  busi- 
ness will  follow  from  the  arrangement. 

Messrs.  T.  W.  Boyd  &  Son  will  follow  the 
general  selling  policy  adopted  by  the  Eagle 
Company,  and  all  Canadian  dealers  may  be 
assured  of  liberal  treatment  and  prompt  ser- 
vice at  their  hands.  There  is  no  house  in  the 
business  better  known  than  that  of  T.  W. 
Boyd  &  Son,  and  their  close  alliance  with 
the  Eagle  Bicycle  Mfg.  Co.  is  a  straw  which 
shows  which  way  the  wind  blows. 


A  Gentleman's  Agreement. 

The  Bicycle  Bell  Association  is  the  "gentle- 
man's agreement"  of  1898  elaborated.  A.  H. 
Conklin,  of  the  Gong  Bell  Co.,  is  president. 
The  object  is,  close  union  among  those  in  the 
bell  trade;  to  collect  and  swap  information 
about  credits,  etc.,  and  arrange  an  'equitable 
division  of  business.  Each  member  is  allotted 
a  certain  amount,  based  on  the  business  of  the 
past  two  years.  If  one  firm-  fails  to  do  the 
amount  allotted,  those  who  go  over  divide. 

No  plants  will  be  closed.  If  a  member 
wants  to  sell  out,  he  must  give  preference  to 
those  in  the  Association.  Copper,  tin  and 
(jther  metals  have  advanced  about  70  per  cent, 
and  the  average  advance  in  bells  has  been  only 
10  to  15  per  cent. 

E.  E.  Jackson,  a  lawyer  at  115  Broadway, 
New  York,  is  the  supervisor,  to  manage  the 
Association.  There  will  be  a  meeting  in  De- 
cember to  elect  a  treasurer  and  secretary. 

The  members  are:  Bevin  Bros.  Mfg.  Co., 
Starr  Bros.  Gong  Bell  Co.,  N.  N.  Hill  Brass 
Co.,  Easthampton  Bell  Co.,  Chapman  Mfg. 
Co.,  Ed.  Miller  &  Co.,  New  Departure  Bell 
Co.,  Liberty  Bell  Co. 


Exports  Up  to  Date. 

Exports  of  cycles  and  parts  from  the  port 
of  New  York  for  the  week  ending  Nov.  21, 
1899: 

Antwerp. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $61;  34  cases 
bicycle  material,  $775. 

Alexandria. — 5  cases  bicycles,  $300. 

British  Australia. — 1  case  bicycle  material, 
$19. 

British  East  Indies. — 29  cases  bicycles, 
$2,056;  1  case  bicycle  material,  $25. 

Berlin.- — 1  case  bicycles,  $15;  10  cases  bicy- 
cle material,  $215. 

British  West  Indies. — 17  cases  bicycles, 
$521;  38  cases  bicycle  material,  $1,078. 

Brazil. — 5  cases  bicycles,  $304;  3  cases  bicy- 
cle material,  $402. 

British  Guiana.- — 1  case  bicycles,  $22. 

British  Possessions  in  Africa. — 15  cases  bi- 
cycles, $722;  5  cases  bicycle  material,  $56. 

Bremen. — 25  cases  bicycles,  $1,290;  8  cases 
bicycle  material,  $440. 

Cuba. — 102  bicycles,  $3,085;  23  cases  bicycle 
material,  $432. 

Chili. — 1  case  bicycle  material,  $7. 

Copenhagen. — 24  cases  bicycles,  $499;  213 
cases  bicycle  material,  $4,611. 

Christiania. — 1  case  bicycle  material,  $10. 

Coleraine. — 3  cases  bicycles,  $60. 

Cairo. — 14  cases  bicycles,  $1,200. 

Central  America.- — 1  case  bicycles,  $26. 

Danish  West  Indies. — 1  case  bicycles,  $37. 

Ecuador. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $65. 

French  West  Indies. — 1  case  bicycles,  $52; 
1  case  bicycle  material,  $16. 

Glasgow. — 17  cases  bicycles,  $500. 

Havre. — 25  cases  bicycles,  $621;  50  cases  bi- 
cycle material,  $1,848. 

Hull. — 22  cases  bicycle  material,  $313. 

Hamburg.— 207  cases  bicycles,  $6,238;  118 
cases  bicycle  material,  $4,313. 

Japan. — 1  case  bicycles,  $25. 

Lisbon. — 1  case  bicycles,  $17;  2  cases  bicy- 
cle material,  $50. 

Liverpool. — 4  cases  bicycles,  $205;  2  cases 
bicycle  material,  $17. 

Liege.— 20  cases  bicycle  material,  $700. 

London.— 8  cases  bicycles,  $287;  14  cases 
bicycle  material,  $569. 

Malta.— 2  cases  bicycles,  $100. 

Mexico. — 9  cases  bicycles,  $315. 

Naples. — 1  case  bicycles,  $37. 

Peru. — 1  case  bicycle  material,  $42. 

Porto  Rico. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $50. 

San  Domingo. — 1  case  bicycles,  $25. 

Stockholm. — 2  cases  bicycle  material,  $202. 

Southampton. — 3  cases  bicycle  material, 
$111. 

Siam.— 14  cases  bicycles,  .$603;  7  cases  bicy- 
cle material,  .$417. 

Trieste.— 16  cases  bicycles,  $425;  1  case  bi- 
cycle material,  $10. 


in  Place  of  Stages. 

The  Columbia  &  Electric  Vehicle  Co.,  of 
Hartford,  Conn.,  is  said  to  have  received  the 
contract  for  equipping  vehicles  for  the  Fifth 
Avenue  Stage  Line,  which  was  recently  sold 
to  the  New  York  Electric  Vehicle  Transporta- 
tion Co.  The  automobiles  which  will  be  used 
will  seat  20  people  inside  and  four  on  the 
roof. 


Justice  for  Cyclist. 

Joseph  E.  Beluche  received  a  $5,000  verdict 
against  a  Buffalo  teamster,  who,  driving  on 
the  wrong  side  of  the  street,  ran  down  and 
injured  the  plaintiff. 


1899. 
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TUBE 
TIRES. 


Cbe  Cillingbast  Patent 


BY  A  DECREE  IN  THE  U.  S.  COURT  OF  THE  FIRST  CIRCUIT, 

ON    NOVEMBER  14,  1899. 

The  following  licensees  alone  are  authorized  to 
make  and  sell  Single-Tube  Tires  for  bicycles : 


B.  F.  Goodrich  Company. 
Hartford  Rubber  Works. 
Revere  Rubber  Company. 
Mechanical  Fabric  Company. 


Boston  Woven  Hose  &  Rubber  Co. 
Newton  Rubber  Works. 
Hodgman  Rubber  Company. 
L.  C.  Chase  &  Company. 


Western   Wheel   Works. 

No   licenses   covering   tires   for   use   on   vehicles   have  as  yet  been 
issued. 

Manufacturers,  dealers  and  all  other  persons  are   warned    not    to 
make,  sell  or  use  any  unlicensed  tires. 

THEODORE  A.  DODGE, 

Room   1238  N.  Y.  Life  Building, 
NEW  YORK  CITY. 
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OPENING  IN  CHIN4. 


What   the    National    Association    of    Manufacturers 

is  Doing  for  Trade  increase  in  the 

Flowery  Kingdom. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Nov.  18. — In  order  to 
enlarge  the  present  volume  of  trade  between 
tlie  United  States  and  China,  it  is  proposed  to 
establish  at  Shanghai  a  commercial  warehouse 
for  the  display  of  samples  of  our  manufactures, 
with  facilities  for  placing  orders  for  the  same. 
This  warehouse  will  be  looked  after  by  *^he 
National  Association  of  Alanufacturers,  and 
such  progress  has  already  been  made  to  this 
end  that  the  promoters  hope  to  have  the 
building  open  and  ready  for  business  by  the 
first  of  the  year. 

The  warehouse  will  contain  two  departments 
— one  for  the  display  of  goods  and  the  other 
for  making  sales.  The  financial  arrangements 
which  have  been  made  in  the  United  States 
and  China  will  permit  the  transaction  of  all 
business  upon  a  cash  basis,  and  any  goods 
sold  through  the  warehouse  will  be  paid  for 
at  the  time  of  shipment  from  the  United 
States. 

This  movement  is  the  most  important  step 
that  has  ever  been  taken  in  China,  with  a 
view  to  the  extension  of  American  _trade  in 
that  country.  It  will  be  an  American  institu- 
tion from  beginning  to  end. 

This  country's  cycle  trade  with  China  is  in- 
creasing, the  exports  for  the  nine  months  end- 
ing September  of  the  current  year  being  $19,- 
423,  as  against  $18,337  for  the  same  period  of 
last  year.  A  good  bicycle  exhibit  in  the  pro- 
posed warehouse  would  undoubtedly  increase 
this  trade  three-fold. 


National  India  Rubber  Co.  Sale. 

Two  weeks  ago  The  Wheel  stated  the 
rumor  that  the  National  India  Rubber 
Co.,  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  was  to  be  absorbed 
by  the  Rubber  Goods  Mfg.  Co.  and 
eventually  used  by  that  company  for  the 
manufacture  of  G.  &  J.  and  Dunlop  tires. 
The  truth  of  the  rumor  is  indicated  by  the 
following,  from  Providence: 

The  bicycle  tire  department  of  the  National 
India  Rubber  factory  in  Bristol,  which  was 
shut  down  for  a  day  or  two  last  week,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  an  account  of  the  material 
on  hand  taken,  was  started  up  again  Monday 
morning. 

President  S.  P.  Colt,  of  the  National  India 
Rubber  Co.,  stated  yesterday  morning  that 
the  tire-making  plant,  so  far  as  the  equip- 
ment is  concerned,  has  changed  hands  within 
a  day  or  two,  and  is  not  to  be  under  the  man- 
agement of  the  old  company.  Mr.  Colt  states 
that  the  transfer  was  made  to  a  banking  house 
in  New  York,  and  as  the  banking  firm  merely 
acted  for  another  firm  the  publication  of  the 
name  would  convey  no  intelligent  meaning. 

The  Bristol  bicycle  tire-making  plant  was 
started  at  the  rubber  factory  three  years  ago, 
and  when  running  full  employed  about  180 
operatives.  At  present  there  are  about  150 
pairs  of  tires  made  each  day. 


Illness  of  George  Day. 

The  many  friends  of  George  H.  Day  will 
be  grieved  to  learn  that  he  is  critically  ill  at 
his  home  in  Hartford.  Typhoid  fever,  which 
is  usually  the  result  of  overwork  and  worry, 
has  its  grip  upon  him  at  a  period  in  his  life 


when  he  should  be  at  the  maximum  of  his 
usefulness.  ]\lr.  Day  has  always  improved, 
never  retrograded.  Year  by  year  his  repu- 
tation as  an  executive  in  the  cycle  trade  grew 
stronger.  For  years  his  keen,  strong  person- 
ality has  been  one  of  the  steadying  forces  of 
the  business.  His  recent  departure  from  this 
business  and  acceptance  of  a  prominent  place 
in  the  automobile  world  was  regarded  by  his 
admirers  as  a  suitable  enlargement  of  his 
powers,  and  it  was  thought  he  would  be  less 
burdened  with  the  cares  of  detail.  Apparent- 
ly the  attack  of  fever,  following  a  long  period 
of  strain  and  subsequent  easing  up,  comes 
as  a  relapse.  Mr.  Day  has  a  remarkably 
strong  constitution,  and  it  is  hoped  he  will 
pull  through. 


Some  New  Waterburycrs. 

For  real  downright  novelties  in  acety- 
lene gas  lamps  for  1900  trade  there 
is  no  concern  who  can  show  a  more 
promising  line  than  the  Matthews  &  Willard 
Mfg.  Co..  Waterbury,  Conn.  This  firm  are 
one  of  the  biggest  manufacturers  of  lamps  in 
this  country  and  have  one  of  the  most  com- 
plete plants  in  the  centre  of  the  brass  indus- 
try, the  Naugatuck  Valley.  This  year  the  M. 
&  W.  show  four  different  styles  of  gas  lamps 
and  one  oil  lamp,  that  one  the  famous  "M.  & 
W.,"  of  which  there  are  thousands  in  use. 

The  leader  of  the  gas  lamps  is  the  M.  &  W. 
Duplex.  This  is  entirely  new  and  different 
from  any  other  lamp  on  the  market,  consist- 
ing, as  it  does,  of  two  vertical  cylindrical 
chambers.  It  has  large  side  jewels  and  gives 
a  light  of  175  candle-power.  The  entire  lamp 
is  made  on  "gas  principles,"  and  the  makers 
say  the  result  is:  "A  cool  lamp,  but  a  hot 
seller."  The  M.  &  W.  "Rainbow"  gas  lamp 
is  an  automatic  light  giver  of  low  price.  It 
has  a  circular  glass  in  front  arranged  to  show 
red,  white  and  green  glass.  As  its  name  in- 
dicates, this  arrangement  gives  a  brilliant 
light  with  a  rainbow  effect.  The  "M.  &  W. 
Improved"  is  the  well-liked  gas  lamp  intro- 
duced by  the  firm  last  year,  but  now  brought 
up  to  date  in  many  particulars.  The  M.  & 
W.  "Locomo"  lamp  is  built  like  the  Duplex, 
but  of  larger  capacity,  equipped  with  a  half- 
foot  burner. 

Mr.  A.  K.  Miller,  manager  of  the  lamp  de- 
partment, who  comes  from  a  family  of  lamp 
manufacturers,  has  just  returned  from  an  ex- 
tended trip  through  the  West,  where  he 
called  on  the  prominent  jobbers.  As  a  re- 
sult, the  firm  now  have  orders  on  hand  that 
will  keep  the  factory  busy  for  some  time  to 
come. 


Newly  incorporated  Concerns. 

Colonial  Automobile  Co.,  Portland,  Me. 
Manufacturing  automobiles,  etc.  Capital. 
$500,000.  Incorporators:  G.  A.  Marsh,  of 
Newton;  G.  A.  Dew,  of  Melrose;  A.  W. 
Kent,  of  Boston,  Mass. 

American  Power  Carriage  Co.,  Portland, 
Me.  Manufacture  power  carriages.  Capital, 
$1,000,000.  Incorporators:  W.  F.  Hight,  S. 
M.  Nichols,  G.  E.  Gray,  all  of  Boston;  R.  H. 
Schacht,  of  Brookline,  Mass.;  F.  L.  Fritchey, 
of  Columbus,  O. 

Messerer  Automobile  Co..  Newark,  N.  J. 
Manufacture  automobiles.  Capital,  .$300,- 
tilMi,  of  which  $2,-2(i(i  has  been  paid  in  by  Ste- 
phen Messerer,  Joseph  Fisch,  Julius  E.  Seitz 
and  Adolph  Goldfinger,  all  of  Newark,  N.  J. 


F.  E.  McLeary  Company,  Farmington,  Me. 
To  manufacture  and  sell  bicycles;  $10,000  cap- 
ital stock,  of  which  $2,400  is  paid  in.  The 
officers  are:  President,  F.  E.  McLeary,  of 
Farmington,  Me. ;  treasurer,  C.  W.  McLeary, 
of  Farmington,  Me.  Certificate  approved 
Nov.  4,  18!)!). 

Thomson  Automobile  Co.  Principal  office, 
12()  Market  street,  Camden,  N.  J.  Manufac- 
ture automobiles.  Capital,  $60,000.  Incor- 
porators: Wm.  J.  Thomson,  Adamsford,  Del- 
aware County,  Pa.;  John  K.  Knoer,  Philadel- 
phia; Theodore  Leas,  Camden,  N.  J. 


Keating  and  Automobiles. 

The  Keating  Wheel  Co.,  of  Middletown, 
Conn.,  has  begun  the  manufacture  of  electric 
automobiles,  and  for  several  days  past  has 
been  running  a  machine  on  the  surrounding 
roads  for  test  purposes.  The  trial  vehicle  is 
designed  for  a  delivery  wagon  and  to  carry 
from  half  a  ton  to  a  ton. 

The  Keating  vehicle  is  of  double  motor 
system,  with  a  specially  constructed  steel 
frame,  which  is  so  jointed  that  it  allows  the 
wheels  to  adjust  themselves  to  all  irregulari- 
ties in  the  road.  The  wheels  have  wooden 
spokes  with  ball-bearing  hubs  of  a  new  design. 
Tires  are  two  and  one-half  inch,  solid  rubber. 
The  battery  can  be  charged  in  fifty-five  min- 
utes for  a  run  of  forty-five  miles,  instead  of 
the  average  of  two  and  one-half  to  three  and 
one-half  hours  for  thirty  miles.  The  motors 
are  ball-bearing  throughout  and  of  two-and- 
one-half  horse-power  each,  which  gives  the 
carriage  a  five-horse-power  output:  this  can 
be  increased  for  hill  climbing,  etc. 

One  of  the  features  claimed  is  the  perfect 
control  which  the  operator  has  over  the  ma- 
chine. He  sits  on  the  left  side  of  the  carriage 
with  the  controller  in  his  right  hand  and  the 
steering  handle  in  his  left  hand.  By  a  forward 
pressure  of  the  hand  three  changes  of  speed 
are  obtained  forward,  and  by  pressing  a  button 
on  the  controller  three  changes  of  speed  can 
be  obtained  in  backing.  This  is  a  valuable 
feature  in  cities,  since  the  operator  can  imme- 
diately go  forward  or  back  as  he  may  desire. 
It  is  impossible  to  put  on  the  power  on  this 
carriage  when  the  brake  is  on. 


Adopted  by  Two. 

Jackson,  Mich.,  Nov.  20. — Articles  of  incor- 
poration of  the  Ja;ckson  Automobile  Coaster 
and  Brake  Co.  have  been  filed.  Dr.  M.  Mc- 
Laughlin is  president  and  John  McDevitt  sec- 
retary and  treasurer  of  the  company,  which  is 
capitalized  at  $50,(l(Mi.  The  coaster  and  brake 
in  the  invention  of  Fred  P.  Hinckley,  and  has 
been  manufactured  by  himself  and  Air.  Mc- 
Devitt on  a  rather  small  scale.  The  organiza- 
tion as  a  stock  company  is  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing  the  output  of  the  works.  The 
coaster  and  brake  have  been  adopted  by  the 
National  Bicycle  Co.,  of  Bay  City,  and  the 
Clipper  Bicycle  Co.,  of  Grand  Rapids. 


The  Proper  Kind. 

Uncle  Geehaw  (of  Hay  Corners,  L.  I.) — 
M'riah,  I'm  agoin'  ter  buy  a  bicycle  for 
M'lindy  when  I  go  tew  the  city. 

Aunt  Geehaw  (wisely) — Then  you  better 
get  her  one  of  them  century  bicycles,  Joshu- 
way.  I  read  every  day  of  heaps  of  women 
ridin'  a  century  down  this  way. 


1899. 
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New  methods,  new  processes  and 
advanced  knowledge  of  the  struc- 
tural qualities  of  materials  have 
enabled  us  to  build  our  machines  for  1900  lighter 
than  those  of  1899,  without  sacrificing  any  element 
of  strength  or  durability.  The  difference  in  weights 
Is  especially  noticeable  in  the  Chainless  models. 
Our  improved  automatic  machines  for  generating  the  bevel-gears 
are  to  be  found  only  in  our  factories,  and  make  the  Columbia 
Chainless  superior  to  all  other  bicycles. 


■6^ 


'^fL^ 


Hartford,  Stormer,  Pennant 


Our  traveling  salesmen  are  on  the  road  with  samples  of  1900 
models.  They  show  radical  changes  and  improvements,  many  of 
them  common  to  both  Chainless  and  Chain  types.  New  Hubs  and 
Spokes,  new  Fork  Crown  Construction,  new  Seat 
Post  Binder,  new  Coaster  Brake,  applicable  to 
both  Chainless  and  Chain  models,  are  a  few 
improvements.  Address  correspondence  relating  to 
Columbias,  Hartfords,  Stormers 
and  Pennants  to  this  office  or  Dis- 
tributing Branch  in  your  territory. 


C^ 


Cj* 


i900     Catalogue     now     ready     for     distribution. 


POPE  MANUFACTURING  GO. 


Division  of  American 
Bicycle  Company, 


BISTON,  MASS.,  223  COLUMBUS  AVE. 
lUFFALO,  N.  Y.,  609  MAIN  ST. 


BRANCHES: 

(XHICAGO    ILL     105  WABASH  AVE.  PORTIANO,  ORE.,    134  SIXTH  ST. 

SfeW  YORK    N   Y     12  WARREN  ST.  PROVIDENdE.  R.  I.,  IS  SNOW  ST. 

STOCK  COMPANY.-GANO  CYCLE  CO..  1614  STOUT  ST.,  DENVER.  COL. 


HARTFORD,  CONN. 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL,     52-56  FlfiST  ST. 
WASHINGTON,  0.  C,  817  14th  ST.,  N.  W. 


Kindly  mention  The  W  heel. 
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November  23, 
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The  Salary  Expected* 
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'P  ECUMSEH  SWIFT,  in  a  recent  issue  of 
1  the  "American  Machinist,"  preaches  a 
sermon  that  the  majority  of  employers  would 
do  well  to  carefully  study  and  remember.  This 
is  the  sermon: 

"I  am  always  interested  in  your  'Help 
Wanted'  column,  and  I  read  it  when  I  don't 
read  anything  else.  I  am  a  fellow  always  oc- 
cupied, so  that  I  don't  look  over  these  ads  al- 
together from  necessity,  but  there's  no  telling 
how  soon  I  may  strike  my  ideal  job  that  I've 
been  looking  for  all  my  life  and  am  still  ex- 
pecting, the  one  particular  job  that  will  fit  me 
all  over,  as  I  suppose  few  jobs  do  fit  a  fellow. 
The  'Help  Wanted'  ads  are  in  these  days  of 
greater  interest  than  usual,  and  for  at  least 
two  reasons.  One  is  that  there  are  more  of 
them,  and  the  other  is  that  they  read  more  as 
if  they  meant  business  than  they  do  some- 
times. The  most  telling  indication  of  the  ur- 
gent business  intent  is  in  the  fact  that  so  many 
advertisers  forget  in  these  times  to  tell  the  ap- 
plicant to  state  what  salary  he  expects. 

"When  I  see  that  in  an  ad  I  know  that  the 
job  I  am  looking  for  is  not  there.  The  way 
things  go,  I  wouldn't  venture  to  put  my  price 
up  where  it  ought  to  be;  but  wherever  I  put 
it,  some  other  fellow  would  cut  under  me, 
and  he  would  get  the  job,  and  I  would  lose 
my  postage,  my  stationery  and  my  time,  and 
have  my  feelings  strained  in  looking  ior  a  long 
time  for  the  answer  that  never  came.  It  is  a 
very  unsatisfactory  experience  at  the  best,  try- 
ing to  secure  a  position  by  answering  adver- 
tisements, and  when  in  addition  to  giving  your 
own  inventory  of  your  charms,  your  own  story 
of  what  you  have  done  and  where  you  have 
been,  and  your  own  idea  of  the  slickness  with 
which  you  can  run  things  in  the  new  place, 
you  are  also  challenged  to  state  in  dollars  and 
cents  how  cheap  you  are  willing  to  sell  your- 
self, it  puts  a  strain  on  that,  taken  altogether, 
is  more  than  some  fellows  want  to  stand. 

"When  a  shop  or  factory  proprietor  wants 
a  well  qualified  man  to  fill  a  responsible  posi- 
tion, he  should  make  every  effort  to  find  him, 
adopt  all  means  available  to  inform  himself 
as  to  the  man's  qualifications,  and  use  his  best 
judgment  as  to  the  probabilities  of  his  fitting 
into  the  position  in  view.  That  is  all  right, 
but  until  these  qualifications  and  probabili- 
ties are  fully  determined,  the  question  of  sal- 
ary should  not  be  suggested  or  considered. 
To  pick  the  best  there  should  be  as  ^many  as 
possible  of  the  best  to  pick  from,  and  nothing 
will  more  surely  repel  the  best  and  invite  the 
worst  candidates  than  the  wages  suggestion. 
It  is  a  terrible  slump  when  a  man  tells  in  his 
ad  that  he  wants  a  real  high-toned  fellow, 
away  up  in  every  detail,  to  take  hold  and  run 
things  as  they  ought  to  be  run,  and  then 
comes  down  and  says  that  applicants  must 
state  the  salary  expected,  which  means,  of 
course,  that  a  difference  of  25  cents  a  day  can 
easily  defeat  ten  times  that  value  in  qualifi- 
cations. 

"It  is  well  enough  to  say  that  the  seller  of 
labor,  mental  or  physical,  as  well  as  the  seller 


of  anything  else,  should  be  the  one  to  set  the 
price;  but  we  all  know  that  is  not  the 
way  things  are  done.  If  we  had  our 
own  say  about  what  we  were  to  work 
for,  we  would  not  so  often  feel  so 
much  like  kicking.  The  best  business 
men  first  find  the  best  help  they  can,  and  then 
they  make  the  best  bargain  about  salary  after, 
but  the  salary  is  a  very  minor  consideration 
if  the  best  ability  is  earnestly  desired.  What- 
ever is  necessary  to  secure  the  man  will  be 
paid;  so  that,  if  it  has  to  be  paid  anyway, 
what  is  the  use  of  hampering  the  preliminary 
negotiations  with  it?  There  is  not  the  slight- 
est danger  that  the  advertisee  will  be  able  to 
over-reach  the  advertiser  in  these  transac- 
tions. 

"There  is,  however,  something  a  little  worse 
than  this  trying  to  get  fellows  to  commit 
t'nemselves  to  abnormally  low  figures,  and 
that  is,  to  actually  offer  a  figure  lower  than 
any  respectable  fellow  would  ever  think  of 
suggesting.  In  a  recent  issue  there  is  wanted 
in  a  big  city  in  England  a  works  foreman  or 
superintendent,  experienced  in  a  special  line 
of  work,  able  to  originate  a  system  of  gauges, 
jigs  and  special  tools  and  to  efficiently  con- 
trol about  eighty  hands.  This  is  said  to  be 
a  splendid  opening  for  a  good,  energetic,  ex- 
perienced man,  and  the  'salary'  is  £3  10s. 
($17.50)  per  week    'and  commission.' 

"There  is  no  hint  as  to  what  the  commission 
may  amount  to,  and  it  may  be  little  or  less. 
The  figure  offered  is  less  than  many  good  ma- 
chinists are  now  earning  here  by  the  day,  and 
lots  of  them  by  piece  work  or  premium  ar- 
rangements are  earning  considerably  more 
than  that.  It  is  very  certain  that  the  ad  must 
defeat  itself.  No  'good,  -energetic  and  expe- 
rienced' American  man,  capable  of  the  entire 
mechanical  direction  of  the  establishment  in- 
dicated, is  ever  going  to  make  application  for 
the  job  when  he  sees  the  figures.  It  is  quite 
likely  there  will  be  applicants,  and  some  fel- 
low may  go  over  and  try  to  rattle  around  in- 
the  place  that  he  can't  fill,  and  when  it  gets 
to  be  time  to  bounce  him  the  proprietors  may 
fire  a  parting  shot  at  American  mechanics  in 
general,  when  really  only  themselves  are  to 
blame,  and  when  they  cannot  possibly  have 
had  any  opportunity  of  sampling  a  first-class 
American  at  all. 

"We  have  samples  of  the  same  kind  of  thing- 
nearer  home.  In  the  'American  Machinist,' 
October  12,  there  are  three  or  four  interesting 
jobs  offered.  The  State  of  New  York  adver- 
tises a  competitive  examination  to  fill  several 
positions.  An  examiner  is  wanted  for  the 
■  State  Civil  Service  Commission,  'requiring  a 
knowledge  of  steam,  electrical  and  mechani- 
cal engineering,'  with  the  munificent  salary 
of  $1,200  to  $1,400  per  year.  Then  there  is  a 
foreman  of  furniture  finishing  in  the  State 
prison  wanted  at  $2.50  per  day,  and  a  'master 
of  handicraft'  in  the  State  School  for  the 
Blind  at  $50  per  month  and  maintenance.  The 
street  sweepers  of  the  city  of  New  York  get 


$2  per  day  of  eight  hours.  Possibly  one  of 
them  might  be  induced  to  apply  for  the  latter 
position.  A  little  better,  but  not  much,  is  the 
advertisement  for  a  'machinist  foreman'  for 
one  of  the  State  colleges,  'foundry  experience 
desirable,'  where  there  are  400  students  and 
thirty  apprentices  and  'machinery  and  scien- 
tific apparatus'  is  built,  and  the  salary  is  $900 
per  year.  These  people  either  don't  know 
what  they  want  or  they  don't  know  the  cosL 
and  value  of  what  they  want,  and  they  are  no 
more  likely  than  anyone  else  to  get  more 
than  their  money's  worth." 


Possibilities  of  Reclaiming  Rubber. 

Some  years  ago  it  was  deemed  impossible 
to  satisfactorily  use  reclaimed  rubber  in  pneu- 
matic times.  It  was  only  considered  fit  for 
mechanical  rubber  goods,  and  in  a  very  scant 
form  it  is  used  in  so-called  rubber  shoes. 
To-day,  however,  reclaimed  rubber  is  used 
in  many  tires  of  the  cheaper  sort.  Not  so 
much  that  the  process  of  reclaiming  has  pro- 
gressed, as  that  tires  have  cheapened  in  qual- 
ity, as  well  as  price. 

Recently  it  was  stated  that  the  Diamond 
Rubber  Co.  had  discovered  an  improved  pro- 
cess of  reclaiming  rubber,  one  which  would 
make  possible  the  use  of  the  reclaimed  stuff 
for  higher  purposes,  and  it  is  known  that  the 
attorney-in-chief  of  the  Rubber  Goods  Co., 
Mr.  Ivins,  and  Mr.  Morgan,  chief  factory 
adviser  to  Mr.  Flint,  met  the  directors  of  the 
Diamond  Rubber  Works  in  Akron,  with  re- 
gard to  the  organization  of  an  independent 
company  to  reclaim  rubber.  Regarding  this, 
a  rubber  expert  said  the  other  day:  "I  doubt 
if  they  have  discovered  anything  radically 
new.  Palm  oil  is  used  in  reclaiming  rubber, 
and  I  doubt  if  it  can  be  improved  upon. 
There  are  two  ways  of  separating  the  rubber 
to  be  recompounded  from  the  cloth  in  tires, 
etc.  One  way  is  with  acid.  The  other  is 
mechanical.  The  possibilities  of  improve- 
ment are  small." 


Went  Ofr  with  a  Bang. 

The  distinguished  member  of  the  Cavite 
Cycle  Corps  who  was  the  guest  of  the  ord- 
nance officers  looked  at  the  big  gun  quizzi- 
cally. The  gunners  were  just  inserting  the 
immense  charge. 

"It  seems  to  me,"  he  said  dreamily,  "that 
there  should  be  very  little  friction  about  that 
piece  of  artillery." 

The  chief  ordnance  officer  smiled  encourag- 
ingly. 

"And  why  do  you  think  so?"  he  pleasantly 
asked. 

"Because,"  said  the  cycle  corps  man  very 
slowly,  "it  is  ball  bearing!" 

And  just  then  the  gun  went  off  prematurely. 


Ball-Baaring  Vehicles. 

The  use  of  ball  bearings  in  vehicles  is  in- 
creasing. A  sprinkling  wagon,  carrying  13,- 
000  pounds,  is  so  equipped.  A  Standard  Oil 
wagon,  carrying  12,000  pounds,  loaded,  has  had 
ball  bearings  for  years.  A  piano  delivery  wag- 
on, after  a  year,  has  its  ball  bearings  in  per- 
fect order.  An  ambulance  in  Cleveland  with 
ball  bearing  axles  has  been  in  use  more  than 
a  year.  A  street  car,  carrying  28,000  pounds, 
has  been  run  over  50,000  miles  since  ball  bear- 
ing axles  were  put  in,  and  the  bearings  are  in 
perfect  order.  A  truck  with  a  capacity  of  32,- 
000  pounds  has  these  bearings. 


1899. 


25 


Barnes  Stearns  Syracuse 


BICYCLES. 


BICYCLES. 


BICYCLES. 


ALL  WORLD'S  RECORDS  ON 
STEARNS  CHAINLESS  BI- 
CYCLE 

By  MAJOR  TAYLOR. 


With  Windshield. 


20  Seconds, 
27  1-5  Seconds, 
40  1-5  Seconds, 
1  Min.  19  Sec, 


1-4  MUe. 

-  1-3  Mile. 

-  1-2  MUe. 
■      1  Mile. 


ALL  WORLD'S  RECORDS  ON 
STEARNS  CHAINLESS  BI- 
CYCLE 

By  MAJOR  TAYLOR. 


Without  Windshield. 


In  order  that  old  agents  and  prospective  new  ones  may  clearly  understand  the  conditions 
pertaining  to  the  marketing  of  our  group  of  bicycles,  we  desire  to  state  that  the  selling  of  the  en- 
tire product  will  be  conducted  by  this  Division,  which  comprises  the  combined  selling  and  agency 
forces  of  the  three  factories.  The  combination  of  the  selling  interests  offers  perhaps  better  ser- 
vice than  ever  before  in  the  matter  of  correspondence  and  in  the  prompt  filling  of  b'cycle  and  sun- 
dry orders  and  repairs,  which  cannot  fail  to  result  to  the  benefit  of  the  agent. 

Each  line  of  bicycles  retains  its  distinctive  features  and  its  manufacture  will  be  conducted 
by  the  same  mechanical  force  as  heretofore.  A  progressive  policy  has  been  mapped  out.  The 
interests  of  the  agent  are  the  interests  of  this  Division.  Our  aim  will  be  to  give  our  different 
lines  of  wheels  wide  and  favorable  publicity,  and  in  all  ways  assist  our  agents  in  creating  a  de- 
mand which  will  be  to  their  advantage. 

The  mechanical  and  construc- 
tive features  of  Stearns,  Barnes  and 

Syracuse  bicycles  for  1900  are   in 

advance  of  any  previous  year.  The 

heretofore   splendid  finish  of  each 

of  these  makes  of  bicycles  has  been 

excelled  in  the  processes  employed 

in     finishing    the     1900    models. 

Weights   have    been    scientifically 

distributed.    The  frame  lines  tend 

towards   simplicity    and    compact- 
ness.  The  treads  are  narrow.  The 

weights  are  minimized.  The  equip- 

ment  is  distinctive  and  high  class. 
Brown,    Garford,    Hunt,    Wheeler  and  Christy    saddles.      Hartford,    Palmer,    Dunlop    and 
Morgan  &  Wright  tires. 

Each  line  is  complete  in  its  range  of  prices  and  in  its  styles  of  bicycles.  Each  line  forms  a 
valuable  agency  for  the  dealer.  Each  line  is  a  permanent  one,  in  popularizing  which  the 
dealer  need  not  hesitate  to  invest  his  capital.   The  investment  will  return  to  him  many  times  over. 

It  is  not  our  policy  to  concentrate  all  three  lines  of  wheels  in  the  hands  of  any  one  agent. 
Quite  the  contrary,  it  is  our  preference  that  they  should  be  handled  separately.  We  trust  the 
loyal  agents  of  each  line  will  continue  to  handle  that  line,  that  we  may  number  among  our  list  of 
agents  many  new  ones.  The  prices  we  have  to  offer  are  attractive.  The  agency  for  either 
Stearns,  Barnes  or  Syracuse  bicycles  will  be  a  most  valuable  one. 

Our  traveling  representatives  are  now  calling  on  the  trade  with  samples.  They  will 
thoroughly  cover  the  country.  Meanwhile  it  will  give  us  pleasure  to  open  correspondence 
relative  to  agencies  for  the  wheels  comprised  in  our  group. 

All  correspondence  (except  for  California,  Washington  and  Oregon)  relating  to  the  selling 
of  Stearns,  Barnes  and  Syracuse  bicycles  should  hereafter  be  addressed  to 

E*  C*  Stearns  &  Company 

Division  of  American   Bicycle   Company^ 


20  Seconds, 
29  4-5  Seconds, 
41  Seconds, 
1  Min.  22  2-5  Sec. 


1-4  MUe. 

1-3  MUe. 

1-2  Mile. 

1  MUe. 


For  California,  Washington  and  Otegon,  address: 

E.  C.  STEARNS  &  COMPANY, 
210  McAllister  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


Kindly  mention  The   Wheel. 


SYRACUSE,    R    Y. 
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Near  to  Niagara* 


BUFFALO,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  -iD.— There  is 
liardly  a  store  on  Cycle  Row  where 
old  familiar  faces  are  not  missing  or  where 
new  ones  are  not  to  be  seen.  C.  C.  Hilde- 
brand,  who  has  had  charge  of  the  Cleveland 
branch  store  since  it  was  opened  here,  has 
been  transferred  to  Philadelphia,  where  he 
will  occupy  the  same  position  with  his  old 
concern.  Don  Robinson,  who  has  practi- 
cally been  connected  with  H.  A.  Lozier  ever 
since  the  Cleveland  millionaire  built  his  first 
bicycle,  is  now  in  charge  of  Cleveland  inter- 
ests here. 

The  old  firm  of  Sweet  &  Johonnot  is  out 
of  existence.  Mr.  Sweet  left  the  concern  a 
little  over  a  year  ago  when  he  bought  out 
Mr.  Brow's  interest  in  the  Buffalo  Cycle  Mfg. 
Co.,  and  since  that  time  the  business  has  been 
continued  by  Geo.  B.  Johonnot.  This  is  one 
of  the  oldest  concerns  on  the  Row,  and  for 
the  past  three  or  four  years  has  handled  A.  G. 
Spalding   Bros,   goods   exclusively. 

Last  Monday  Geo.  B.  Johonnot  stepped 
down  and  out  and  J.  R.  Weld,  who  for  the 
past  ten  years  has  been  assistant  manager  at 
the  Spalding  branch  in  Philadelphia,  took 
charge  of  the  store.  Mr.  Weld  will  say  little 
regarding  the  change  with  the  exception  that 
he  was  instructed  to  come  on  to  Buffalo  and 
assume  the  management  of  the  Spalding 
branch  store.  Those  on  the  inside  have 
known  for  som^  time  that  Spalding  Bros, 
owned  and  controlled  the  Sweet  &  Johonnot 
business,  but  that  this  is  so  will  be  news  to 
the  trade  in  general. 

Theodore  Martin,  a  very  good  salesman, 
has  left  his  brother,  H.  C.  Alartin,  the  vet- 
eran dealer,  and  is  now  connected  with  the 
Pope  branch  here.  W.  B.  Johnson,  a  familiar 
face  for  many  years  in  the  Pope  store,  is  now 
with  the  George  N.  Pierce  Co.  Mr.  Libe 
has  taken  charge  of  the  Pope  branch  here, 
having   closed   up   the    branch    in    Rochester. 


He  will  cover  the  territory  now  from  Buffalo, 
or,  in  other  words,  the  Buffalo  store  will,  in 
addition  to  its  own  trade,  now  do  what  the 
Rochester  store  has  in  the  past. 

W.  C.  Boak,  the  old  supply  jobber,  is  now 
connected  with  the  firm  of  Boak,  Rick  & 
Granes,  dealers  in  cycle  supplies,  principally 
in  a  retail  way.  The  style  of  this  concern 
formerly  was  F.  F.  Rick  &  Co. 

The  Electric  City  Wheel  Co.  has  gone  out 
of  business,  but  the  Electric  City  bicycle  is 
still  being  manufactured  by  Victor  E.  Ripper, 
who  has  always  been  one  of  Buffalo's  most 
successful  retailers.  W.  Breckenridge  is  now 
on  the  road  with  Electric  City  1900  samples. 

Heinz  &  Munschauer,  who  made  the 
Heinz  wheel,  will  in  future  confine  them- 
selves to  their  old  line,  viz.:  the  manufacture 
of  refrigerators  and  bird  cages. 

Arthur  Lumsden,  the  old  Chicago  racing 
man,  is  rapidly  getting  the  B.  F.  Goodrich 
Co.'s  branch  in  shape  and  by  the  first  of  the 
week  will  be  ready  for  business. 

The  George  N.  Pierce  Co.  have  all  their 
traveling  men  out  and  the  factory  is  now  as 
busy  as  can  be.  E.  C.  Bull,  for  a  long  time 
head  salesman  for  the  Pope  branch,  is  now  in 
charge  of  the  Pierce  local  store.  Newton  E. 
Turgeon,  who  previously  occupied  this  posi- 
tion, has  forsaken  the  bicycle  industry  and 
gone  into  the  insurance  business. 

The  general  supposition  here  has  been 
that  the  A.  B.  C.  stores  would  carry  their 
respective  lines,  but  it  appears  that  there  may 
be  exceptions.  For  instance.  Pope  branches, 
it  was  understood,  would  handle  Stormers, 
but  last  week  a  Pope  man  gave  H.  C.  Martin 
the  opportunity  to  again  handle  the  Stormer 
wheel  if  he  so  desired.  In  the  past  two  years 
Mr.  Martin  has  retailed  nearly  2,000  Storm- 
ers, and  it  would,  therefore,  appear  that  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  A.  B.  C.  to  be  perfectly 
fair  with  the  old  agents. 


nome-grown  Tires,  Maybe. 

Washington,  Nov.  18. — According  to  a 
proposition  described  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Cabinet  to-day.  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Wil- 
son -will  soon  begin  a  series  of  agricultural 
experiments  in  Cuba,  Porto  Rico,  Hawaii  and 
the  Philippines. 

If  Congress  will  make  the  necessary  appro- 
priation, which  lie  will  ask  it  in  his  forth- 
coming annual  report  to  do,  the  secretary 
])r(jniiscs  to  carry  on  investigations  of  soil 
and  climate  and  their  adaptability  to  certain 
natural  products,  which  will  be  of  great  value. 
Mr.  Wilson  believes  that  rubber  can  be  pro- 
duced in  Porto  Rico. 


In  Behalf  of  Labor. 

When  President  Mulholland,  of  the  Inter- 
national Bicycle  Workers'  headquarters  in 
Toledo,  was  recently  in  New  York,  a  news- 
paper asked  for  his  opinion  of  the  position  of 
labor  toward  capital.  He  tactfully  replied 
that  it  would  depend  upon  the  position  of 
capital  toward  labor,  and  apparently  he  is 
trying  to  make  the  juxtaposition  mutually 
agreeable.  He  has  had  a  conference  with 
President  Spalding,  of  the  A.  B.  C,  and,  it 
the  employment  of  factory  help  is  at  all  regu- 
lated from  the  central  office,  perhaps  Mr. 
Spalding  will  put  in  a  good  word  in  favor  of 
a  union  scale.  Perhaps,  however,  he  will  not. 
Ir  is  mostly  Toledo  newspaper  talk  now. 


Poole  and  Pungs. 

John  L.  Poole,  who  has  been  manager  of 
the  Detroit  Columbia  branch  for  the  past  two 
years,  will  continue  to  occupy  quarters  at  272 
Woodward  avenue  after  the  Columbia  branch 
is  removed.  The  firm  will  be  knovv-n  as  John 
L.  Poole  &  Co.,  W.  A.  Pungs  being  connected 
with  it  as  a  silent  partner. 


Brewster  in  Charge. 

The  intimation  printed  in  The  Wheel  last 
week  that  W-  M.  Brewster,  of  Philadelphia, 
would  be  selected  to  take  charge  of  the  fitting 
up  of  A.  B.  C.  exhibits  at  the  New  York  cycle 
show,  was  correct,  as  Mr.  Brewster  has  been 
definitely  chosen  for. the  work. 


Brilliant,  Radiant  and  Queen  Lamps.  ^ 

In  the  Brilliant  (acetylene)  lamp,  manu- 
factured by  the  Manhattan  Brass  Co.,  New 
York,  certain  improvements  have  been  made 
for  the  new  season.  No  complicated  features, 
however.  It  has  a  telescopic  carbide  cham- 
ber,  allowing   for   expansion    of   the   carbide. 


THE  BKXLLIANT. 

There  is  an  anti-friction,  two-piece  bottom, 
so  that  when  the  lamp  is  closed  it  is  abso- 
lutely gastight.  The  water  and  carbide  ca- 
pacity is  larger.  The  combustion  chamber 
is  larger  and  has  fibre  heat-insulation.  There 
is  an  eye  protector  in  the  chimney.  The 
lamp  also  contains  an  efficient  water-filtering 
device,  and  other  features. 


THE   RADIANT. 

The  Radiant  lamp  has  some  of  the  same 
features.  It  is  only  five  and  one-half  inches 
high  and,  without  bracket,  weighs  only  14 
ounces.  One  claim  is  that  it  has  a  larger 
water  and  carbide  capacity  than  any  lamp  of 
its  size.  Another  is  that  it  is  the  first  lamp 
in  which  a  round  or  candle  flame  has  been 
used  successfully.  The  water-flow,  and,  con- 
sequently, the  height  of  flame,  is  easily  regu- 
lated. 

A  very  important  feature  claimed  for  both 
these  lamps  is  that  the  light  can  be  extin- 
guished and  the  lamp  relighted  as  often  as 
desired,  until  all  the  carbide  is  exhausted. 


THE   OUEIi;N. 

The  Queen  (kerosene)  lamp  has  been  made 
by  these  people  for  years,  and  they  will  con- 
tinue to  carry  it. 


More  Tube-Making  Capital. 

Trenton,  N.  J.,  Nov.  18.— The  Atlantic 
Company,  of  Pittsburg,  which  was  incor- 
porated last  April,  filed  articles  to-day  in- 
creasing its  authorized  capital  stock  from 
icT)!  1,000  to  $750,(toi).  The  company  is  author- 
ized to  manufacture  metallic  tubes  and  pipes 
of  all  kinds. 
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THRIFTY  DEALERS 


who  have  waited  for  our  price  announcement  will  find  in  the  fol- 
lowing an  opportunity  to  serve  their  own  interests  and  those  of 
the  riding  public: 


eLEVELANOS: 


540.  Our  new  Roadsters,  styles  83-84. 

;^50.  Standard  Roadsters,  styles  90-91. 

350.  Special  Light  Roadsters,  styles  92-93. 

360.  Racing  Wheel,  style  94. 

375.  Bevel-Geared  Chainless,  styles  95-96. 

375.  Specials  for  Foreign  Trade,  styles  103-104. 


VIKINGS: 


340.     Standard  Roadsters,  styles  30-32. 
350.     Special  Racer,  style  21. 


NIAGARAS: 


325.  In  this  well-known  bicycle,  manufactured  by  the  Norih 
Buffalo  Wheel  Co.,  whose  output  we  now  control,  we  are 
enabled  to  offer  a  line  of  exceptionally  fine  low-priced  ma- 
chines to  list  at  $25. 

WE    SUBMIT    the  above   as  suited  to  meet  all  1900  requirements.     We  are  now 

ready  to  answer  inquiries  for  complete   specifications,    and   to    re- 
ceive stock  orders. 


R  A.  LOZIER  &  CO. 


Division  of  American  Bicycle  Company, 

CLEVELAND,  OHIO. 
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FOND  OF  THEM. 


Argentine    Republic's    Citizens    Good    Buyers    of 
American    Bicycles. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Nov.  18. — The  people 
of  Argentine  Republic  have  taken  a  great  lik- 
ing to  bicycles,  and  have  of  late  shown  a 
marked  preference  for  those  of  American 
manufacture,  exports  of  American  bicycles  to 
Argentina  having  increased  from  $79,031  dur- 
ing the  nine  months  of  1898  to  $232,518  during 
the  same  period  of  1899. 

There  seems  to  be  on  every  hand  an  awak- 
ening to  the  advantage  to  the  buyer  of  the 
nearness  of  the  markets  of  the  United  States, 
no  less  than  of  the  general  superiority  of  the 
machines  offered  for  sale.  It  is  the  universal 
verdict  of  traveling  representatives  of  Ameri- 
can firms  that  if  the  travelers  had  a  little  more 
leisure  to  work  up  their  trade,  or  could  offer 
foreign  buyers  a  shade  better  terms  as  to  time, 
etc.,  there  would  be  scarcely  any  limit  to  the 
amount  of  goods  they  could  sell  in  Argentina. 


Looking  for  the  Pacific  Coast  Trade. 

It  appears  that  a  larger  number  of  concerns 
are  sending  personal  representatives  to  the 
far  West  just  now  than  ever  before.  There 
are  only  a  few  very  large  jobbers  in  that  part 
of  the  country,  but  for  some  reason  the  east- 
ern producers  have  concluded  that  they  are 
worthy  of  more  personal  solicitation  than  for- 
merly. 

Some  New  C.  &  T.  Products. 

The  reputation  which  the  Cycle  &  Tool 
Mfg.    Co.,   of   Springfield,   Mass.,    has    gained 


by  the  qualities  of  its  "C.  &  T."  expander  will 
no  doubt  be  enhanced  by  a  new  expander 
which  has  been  placed  on  the  market  for 
those  desiring  a  medium-priced  article.  The 
newcomer  is  known  as  model  "B"  and,  like 
its  higher-priced  brother,  the  new  expander 
is  constructed  so  as  to  hold  the  post  the  en- 
tire length  of  the  inside  sleeve.  The  accom- 
panying illustration  will  show  the  internal 
split-sleeve  with  a  strong  taper  at  each  end. 
As  the  nut  is  brought  to  bear  on  this  sleeve, 
it    not  only   forces   the    lower   end    against  a 


corresponding  taper  in  the  outside  sleeve,  but 
forces  its  own  tapered  chamber  against  the 
tapered  top  of  the  inside  sleeve,  thereby  clos- 
ing it  at  both  ends,  making  it  a  positive  grip 
on  the  post.  All  the  threads  are  covered  and 
never  come  in  sight. 

It  is  impossible  to  lock  this  expander  so 
that  it  cannot  be  freed,  as  the  inside  split- 
sleeve  is  made  to  work  positively  with  the 
nut.  As  many  of  the  cheap  expanders  will 
hold,  but  never  let  go,  this  is  a  decided  ad- 


vantage. All  the  C.  &  T.  goods  are  fully 
guaranteed  in  every  particular.  W.  C.  Marsh, 
treasurer  of  the  Cycle  &  Tool  Mfg.  Co.,  will 
start  on  a  trip  through  New  York  State  early 
in  December  and  will  carry  with  him  a  com- 
plete sample  line  of  C.  &  T.  one-piece  crank- 
hangers,  expanders  and  seat-post  clusters. 


Pitman  as  a  Life  Saver. 

Veteran  Will  R.  Pitman  and  a  young  wom- 
an who  was  riding  not  far  behind  him  had  a 
narrow  escape  from  being  run  over  by  a 
recklessly  driven  team  in  New  York  last  Sat- 
urday evening.  By  yelling  to  the  young 
woman  to  throw  herself  onto  the  sidewalk 
he  saved  her,  and  rescued  himself  by  the  same 
unceremonious  process.  On  Monday  he  ap- 
peared in  court  as  complainant,  but  the  reck- 
less driver  had  been  discharged  by  the  over- 
lenient  magistrate.  Pitman  used  his  new  gas 
searchlight  in  identifying  the  driver. 


Tells  of  a  Tour. 

•  Messrs.  George  R.  Willis  &  Co.,  Boston, 
have  issued  a  clever  little  book,  telling  of  and 
illustrating  a  cycle  trip  from  the  United  States 
into  Canada.  The  book  is  entertaining,  well 
written  and  illustrated.  It  bears  the  some- 
what mystifying  title  of  "Montreal  by  way  of 
Chazy." 


Goes  with  the  Light. 

Wm.  Laramy,  who  had  been  with  the  Re- 
lay Mfg.  Co.,  of  Reading,  for  the  past  six 
years,  has  been  employed  by  the  Light  Cycle 
Co.  to  go  on  the  road  and  handle  his  old 
trade  for  his  new  employers. 


-  -  ELK  BieveLEs  =  = 

...1900... 

LIST    $40.00. 

Few  as  Good.     None  Better. 

=  DIXIE  BieveLES  r 

LIST    $25.00. 

WRITE  US  FOR  TERMS  AND  TERRITORY. 

THE    ARCADE    FILE    WORKS, 

ANDERSON,    IND. 


ALLERTON,  CLARKE  CO., 
Sales  Agents, 
97  Chambers  Street,  New  York  City. 
\     118  Lake  Street,  Chicago. 


^  >«•■••••  •*«««#*.«M»»«Mt< 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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*J  U  S  T  A^ 

The  BEST  WHEELS  are  being  EQUIPPED  with 

f  redrick  Jidjustable  |)andk  Bars 


Are  the  ONLY  BARS  which  CANNOT  FALL  DOWN. 

Are   NOT    made  of    CAST    IRON. 


—^  ^_r ^  I  Are   NOT    made  of    CAST    I] 

oecause  1  hey  ^^  easily  adjusted. 

p,^,^^^^^^,  ^^,^^^^,/  ^  Are  Fitted  with  INVISIBLE  INTERNAL  EXPANDER. 

Are  a  Comfaination  of  BEAUTY   and   STRENGTH. 

A.e  MECHANICALLY  CORRECT. 


Write  tis  for 

Beautiful  Water-Color 

Sketch. 


3Fre&dcl?  /Bianufacturing  Co., 
150  maeeau  Street, 

mew  i^orft  cftB,  in.  s.  a. 
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HAIL,  C0LIMBI4! 


The   Famous   Old   Concern   Makes  Its  Annual  Bow 

and  Bid  for  Further  Public 

Favor. 

In  the  almanac  of  cycling  it  is  customary 
to  read  along  in  November:  "About  this  time 
look  out  for  Pope's  new  line."  Almanacs 
never  miss  it,  hence  the  trade  now  expects 
the  Pope  announcements,  and,  lo,  they  are 
here.  The  line  is  made  up  of  four  Colum- 
bias,  two  chainless  and  two  chain-driven  ma- 
chines, with  the  addition  of  two  chain-driven 
Hartfords.  As  fine  a  lot  of  machines  as  the 
famous  concern  have  ever  turned  out.  As 
good  wine  is  minus  bush  requirements,  so 
Columbia  bicycles  need  neither  praise  nor 
introduction;  enough  that  they  are  Columbia. 
New  features  on  old  faces,  however,  are  al- 
ways worthy  of  attention  and  comment,  and 
these  are  the  new  Columbia  features: 

The  main  frame  tubes  are  1  1-8  inches  in 
diameter,  a  reduction  of  an  eighth  of  an  inch 
as  compared  with  the  models  of  1899.  The 
fork  crown  admits  much  closer  forward  con- 
struction, the  socket-head  has  been  made 
more  compact  and  modifications  of  former 
lines  have  contributed  to  the  general  refine- 
ment of  the  frame  throughout.  The  seat-post 
binder  is  devised  with  a  view  to  securing  the 
advantages  of  the  bolt  principle  and  those  of 
the  wedge  and  expander  methods  as  well. 
Outside  the  seat-post,  and  enwrapping  it,  is 
a  split  bushing-  which  fits  inside  the  bracket. 
Two  smaller  bushings  having  bevel  ends  are 
fitted  upon  the  binder-bolt  at  right  angles 
with  the  seat-post,  and,  when  the  bolt  is 
tightened,  the  smaller  bushings  clamp  the 
larger  one  upon  the  post,  locking  it  rigidly 
in  place.  A  very  slight  pressure  of  the 
wrench  is  sufficient  to  secure  the  seat-post  so 
that  it  will  remain  immovably  in  place. 

The  head  expander  is  of  the  internal  type, 
a  single  bolt  fastening  the  handle-bar  adjust- 
ment and  operating  the  expander.  The  fork 
crown  is  a  single-piece  drop-forging,  similar 
in  appearance  to  one  used  on  the  Columbias 
a  few  years  ago,  but  entirely  new  in  its  pres- 
ent construction.  It  preserves  the  character- 
istic grace  of  the  old  type,  while  greatly  sur- 
passing it  in  strength  and  reliability. 

The  pedals  are  of  an  entirely  new  design 
and  are  exceptionally  light  and  strong.  They 
are  quickly  convertible  from  rubber  to  rat- 
trap,  or  vice  versa.  The  hub  construction 
retains  the  straight  spoke  with  all  its  advan- 
tages  of   strength   and   tenacity,   at   the   same 


time  presenting  a  smooth  symmetry  of  out- 
line which  is  at  once  distinctive  and  pleasing. 
Each  spoke  has  a  small  sphere  at  the  inner 
end,  beyond  which  projects  a  small  curved 
pin. 

Channels  for  receiving  the  spokes  are  made 
tangentially  in  the  outer  portion  of  the  hub 
itself,  each  groove  widening  at  one  end  into 
a  spherical  recess  for  receiving  the  ball  on 
the  spoke.  When  the  spoke  is  inserted,  the 
projecting  pin  beyond  the  ball  prevents  it 
from  springing  out,  and,  at  the  same  time,  by 
its  curvature,  makes  it  impossible  that  the 
spokes  should  in  the  slightest  degree  deviate 
from  their  exact  position  in  the  hub.  This 
hub  has  every  advantage  of  the  stud-hub, 
which  has  been  so  long  and  successfully  used 
on  the  Columbias,  and  at  the  same  time  it 
presents  a  much  neater  appearance  and  is 
much  easier  to  keep  clean.  The  introduction 
of  this  hub  has  compelled  the  designing  and 
building  of  some  of  the  finest  automatic  ma- 
chinery ever  used  in  the  manufacture  of  bicy- 
cles. 

The  Hartford  is  now,  as  it  always  was,  a 
strong,  handsome  roadster  of  modern  design 
and  built  of  high-class  material  throughout. 
The  lines  of  the  frame  have  been  improved 
and  the  new  seat-post  binder  device,  used  on 
this  year's  Columbia,  takes  the  place  of  last 
year's  expander.  A  distinctive  feature  of  the 
machine  is  the  two-piece  box-fork  crown,  the 
upper  plate  being  carried  well  down  over  the 
fork  sides  and  nickeled.  The  woman's  wheel, 
pattern  24,  is  a  duplicate  in  every  essential 
constructive  feature  of  the  men's,  with  the 
exception  of  the  diamond  frame.  The  ladies' 
model  is  noticeable  for  its  rigidity  and  steady 
steering.  The  wheel  and  chain  guards  are  of 
ample  proportion,  yet  neat  and  close  in  con- 
struction. The  lacings  are  similar  to  those 
used  on  the  Columbias. 

The  annual  greeting  of  the  Pope  Company 
deals  tersely  with  the  success  of  Columbias 
and  Hartfords  during  the  past  year,  and  con- 
veys the  assurance  that  in  the  new  models 
catalogued  the  company  have  used  every  en- 
deavor to  improve  upon  all  of  those  excel- 
lencies and  distinguishing  features  which  have 
earned  so  great  an  approbation  for  their 
predecessors.  A  page  is  devoted  to  each  new 
model,  the  machine  being  shown  by  a  superb 
half-tone  cut  across  the  full  width  of  the 
page  at  the  top,  while  beneath  appears  a  brief 
description  of  the  model  and  its  regular  and 
optional  equipments.  The  different  sections 
of  each  page  are  set  off  with  golden  olive 
lines,  the  letter-press  being  in  green  black. 


Following  the  page  descriptions  of  each  of 
the  new  machines  several  pages  are  devoted 
to  describing  details  of  construction,  and  this 
part  of  the  book  is  superbly  illustrated  with 
beautifully  executed  pen-and-ink  drawings. 
Then  follow  pages  containing  the  chronology 
of  the  company  since  1877  and  general  infor- 
mation for  dealers. 


When  the  Battle  Finished. 

There  has  been  a  battle  of  chainless  gears  on 
the  Garford  Park  cement  track,  Chicago. 
Taylor  for  the  Sager,  McDufifee  for  the  Bevel. 
Early  in  the  duel  it  developed  that  McDufifee 
might  have  the  better  of  the  fight  on  account 
of  his  motor-pacing  machine  being  superior. 
It  is  understood,  too,  that  both  sides  were 
in  doubt  about  the  use  of  wind  shields  coming 
within  the  lines  of  sport,  but  the  same  doubt 
might  be  applied  to  pacing  or  protecting  de- 
vices of  any  kind. 

McDuffee  led  off  in  reducing  the  figures, 
doing  the  mile  in  1.21,  half  in  .40  2-5,  quarter 
in  .18  2-5.  Taylor's  turn  began  in  earnest  on 
Nov.  15,  when  he  put  the  mile  at  1.19,  sprint- 
ing past  the  pacing  machine  at  the  finish,  and 
having  previously  yelled  for  more  speed.  Next 
day  Taylor  reduced  the  half  from  .40  2-5  to 
.40  1-5,  and  the  third  from  .27  2-5  to 
•27  1-5. 


G.  W.  M.  C.  Greeting. 

The  initials  stand  for  Great  Western  Mfg. 
Co.,  which  is  the  recent  combination  between 
Adams  &  Westlake,  Lonn  and  Bradley.  They 
send  a  telegram  to  the  entire  trade,  announc- 
ing that  they  have  settled  their  policy  for 
19u0  in  regard  to  the  Adlake.  the  Crown  and 
the  America  bicycles,  that  they  have  a  ca- 
pacity for  a  hundred  thousand  wheels  and  are 
all  ready  for  business.  Their  models  will  list 
from  .$25  to  $00.  The  company,  as  is  well 
known,  is  located  at  LaPorte,  Ind.,  and  they 
will  also  have  headcjuarters  at  New  York  and 
Chicago. 


Miami  Gaining  New  Agents. 

J.  A.  Worthington,  representing  the  Miami 
Cycle  &  Mfg.  Co..  of  Middletown,  O.,  mak- 
ers of  the  famous  Racycle,  dropped  in  at  Thu 
Wheel  office  on  Monday.  He  said  that  the 
company  were  losing  no  agents  and  were 
gaining  a  number  of  new  ones.  It  appears 
that  agents  are  easily  converted  to  the  Racy- 
cle. chiefly  on  account  of  its  excellent  point 
— the  wide  bearing  crank-hanger. 


SPINROLLER    LEADS    THE    CHAINLESS    CLASS 


^ 


SPINROLI.ER  COMPANY, 


We  are  just  in  receipt  of  the  following  from  the 
Rochester  Cycle  Manufacturing  Co.: 

Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  15tti,  I8J9. 
P]iinrollcr  Co..  Rochester.  N.  Y. 

(ientletnen — After  careful  consideration  and  comparison  of  t)ic 
different  clKiinless  gears,  we  have  adopted  the  Spinroller  gear  for 
use  on  Rochester  wheels  for  the  season  of  190(1.  To  our  view  as 
practical  manufacturers  of  hieh-grade  bicycles,  their  many  feat- 
ures of  excellence  places  the  Spinroller  decidedly  in  the  lead  in 
the  chainless  class.  The  rapid  way  in  which  ouragentsarealready 
taking  to  the  Rochester  chain  less  is  an  advance  hint  that  the  wheels 
will  sell  about  as  easily  as  th^y  run.     Yours  very  truly, 

Rochester  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  W.  W.  Kenfield,  Pres. 
Dictated. 

Manufacturers  who  want  to  be  in  the  class  which 
leads,  address, 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y  ,  U.   S.  A. 


«♦♦  Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Not  the  Cheapest,  but  the  Best. 
Chain  Always  in  Line. 


Eagle  Bicycles  show  a  distinc- 
tion in  design  and  a  perfection 
in  detail  workmanship  not  found 
in  other  makes*  jf-    ^   ^   .^   ^ 


The  Eagle  Bicycle  Mfg.  Co., 

Torrington,  Conn. 


Kindly  mention  The   Wheel. 


It  is  easy  to  build  up  a  pod  business  at  a  fair 
profit  on  Eagle  Bicycles  owing  to  their  distinc- 
tive features.     We  make  a  complete  line. 


There  is  an  unmistakable  trend  toward  a  light,  elegantly  con- 
structed bicycle^ 

We  make  pedals  for  just  such  bicycles,  with  frames  and  studs 
forged  from  the  bar  stock*     Machined  accurately  as  only  forgings  can  be* 

We  illustrate  our  earliest  and  latest  creations,  both  in  great  favor* 


No.  9. 


To  date,  the  ALPHA  and   OMEGA   of  pedal   construction   on 
a  high-grade  plan. 

Hibbard,  Spencer,  Bartiett  &  Co.,  R^^ord  Pcdal  Mauufacturiug  Co., 

CHICAGO,  ILL.  22  J  Columbus  Avenue, 

Chicago  Distributing  Agents.  Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  BOSTON,  MASS. 
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The  Brooklyn  Bridge  Cycle  Path. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  One 
Hundred  to  secure  a  bicycle  path  across  the 
Brooklyn  bridge  was  held  in  New  York 
Monday  evening,  and  was  fairly  well  attend- 
ed. This  committee  is  the  latest  development 
of  the  movement  for  the  pathway,  which  has 
had  many  twists  and  turns,  on  account  of  the 
dodging  propensity  of  the  bridge  commis- 
sioners and  the  chief  engineer  under  their 
employ. 

At  Monday  night's  meeting  Alderman  Oat- 
man  and  others  who  had  had  previous  expe- 
rience in  the  effort  to  gain  the  pathway,  made 
it  plain  to  the  other  members  of  the  commit- 
tee that  all  that  was  needed  was  a  sufficient 
evidence  of  public  demand.  To  that  end 
Chairman  O'Neill  appointed  a  finance  com- 
mittee of  five  to  raise  the  small  sum  of  money 
required  for  printed  matter,  etc.,  and  a  com- 
mittee of  seven  to  circulate  petitions  and  se- 
cure signatures  to  them.  Both  committees 
have  power  to  enlarge  their  own  number  if 
necessary. 

A  resolution  was  also  moved  by  George 
McCarthy,  and  adopted,  voicing  the  sentiment 
of  the  Committee  of  One  Hundred  (represent- 
ing in  its  membership  upwards  of  50,000  cy- 
clists) that  the  path  be  built,  and  that  very 
promptly,  too. 

Further  meetings  will  be  held  at  the  call  of 
the   chairman. 


Made  Pedals  a  Decade  Ago. 

Among  the  first  pedals  made  in  this  country 
was  the  Curtis,  turned  out  by  the  Reed  & 
Curtis  Machine  Screw  Co.,  of  Worcester, 
Mass.  This  pedal  made  its  first  bid  for  public 
favor  nearly  ten  years  ago,  and  yet  to-day, 
while  the  modern  Curtis  pedal  is  being  turned 
out  by  the  thousands,  there  is  still  an  occa- 
sional demand  for  the  old-style  favorite  of  a 
decade  ago.  A  Wheel  representative  recent- 
ly had  the  pleasure  of  being  conducted  through 
the  Reed  &  Curtis  factory,  where  the  Curtis 
pedals  are  produced.  The  first  thing  that 
strikes  a  visitor  to  this  busy  hive  of  industry 


Gone  to  the  Coast. 

W.  W.  Lester,  secretary  of  the  Veeder 
Mfg.  Co.,  of  Hartford,  started  last  week  on 
an  extended  trip  to  the  Pacific  slope  in  the 
interests  of  his  firm. 


is  the  absolute  cleanliness  which  pervades 
everything  and  everywhere,  from  the  stock 
room  to  the  plating  department.  The  floors 
everywhere  are  as  white  as  the  deck  of  a  man- 
of-war,  while  the  benches  and  the  machines 
show  the  careful  attention  that  is  paid  to  de- 
tails all  through  the  entire  plant.  Mr.  A.  B. 
Curtis,  the  managing  partner  of  the  firm,  is 
well  known  as  a  mechanical  genius  of  ability, 
and  is  the  inventor  of  a  number  of  labor-sav- 
ing devices  now  in  general  use.  Reed  &  Cur- 
tis are  now  preparing  to  place  on  the  mai^ket 
a  coaster  and  brake  which  will  embody  many 
new  features. 


Light,  Cheap,  Good  and  Up-to-Date. 

The  Light  Cycle  Co.,  Pottstown,  Pa.,  are 
early  in  the  field  with  a  complete  line  of 
Light  cycles,  varying  in  list  from  $75  for  the 
company's  high-grade  chainless  to  $30  for  a 
well-made,  well-finished,  easy-running,  chain- 
driven  machine.  A  new  feature  will  be  a 
coaster  brake — the  Curtis,  concerning  which 
the  Light  people  have  this  to  say: 

"We  have  studied  the  subject  of  coaster 
brakes  during  the  past  year  and  have  decided 
on  this  brake  because  of  its  advantages  over 
other  brakes  on  the  market.  A  good  coaster 
brake  will  be  a  necessary  accessory  in  1900. 
Old  riders,  who  have  given  up  their  wheels, 
if  persuaded  to  try  a  coaster  brake,  will  be- 
come new  enthusiasts  and  will  take  up  riding 
again  with  the  same  interest  and  enjoy  it  as 
formerly.  The  chainless  is  here  on  probation 
—the  coaster  brake  to  stay.  A  coaster,  with 
your  wheel  under  perfect  control,  with  part 
of  the  weight  on  the  pedals,  increases  the 
enjoyment  of  wheeling  one-half.  This  brake 
is  made  under  our  own  supervision,  embody- 
ing all  of  the  best  features,  which  our  experi- 
ence and  practice  have  suggested  to  us;  after 
a  long  series  of  experiments  and  tests  we  be- 
lieve we  have  eliminated  every  objectionable 
feature  and  have  the  coaster  brake  as  perfect 
as  it  is  possible  to  make  it — easy  to  operate, 
positive  in  action,  with  brake  power  enough 
to  perfectly  control  the  wheel  without  un- 
necessary strain  on  the  spokes." 

Will  Be  Made  of  Tubing. 

Score  another  for  the  cycle  trade.  The 
furniture  on  all  American  men-of-war  in  fu- 
ture will  be  constructed  from  steel  tubing 
put  together  like  a  bicycle  frame. 


THE  MIAMI  CYCLE  & 
MFG.  CO. 


Has  Adopted 


THE_ 


The  Bullis  Ball  Gear 

For  Its  1900  Output. 
Below  is  a  reproduction  of  the 

...  1900  RACYCLE  CHAINLESS  . . . 


CONSTRUCTION 

of  a  successful 

Chainless    Bicycle 

is  assured  the  manufacturer  Tvho  uses 

THE  BULLIS 
GEAR. 


We  supply  all  parts  shown  above, 
assembled. 


Write  ut  at  once  for  Catalogue)  Prkes,  etc. 

BULLIS  BALL  GEAR  CO., 

ROCHESTER,  N  Y, 


1899. 
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THE  1900 


RAMBLER,    REMINGTON, 

ROCHESTER,     READING    STANDARD,    YALE, 

EAGLE,   PIEROE,  MONARCH,  THISTLE, 

CRAWFORD,    DAYTON,   NORWOOD, 

SNELL,  WORLD,  IVER  JOHNSON,  SPALDING, 

TRINITY,   FRONTENAC,   LYNDHURST, 
WOLFF-AMERICAN,THOMAS,SPIERS,ORIENT 

WILL    BE    FITTED 

With  the 

MORROW  COASTER  BRAKE 


Fits  any  Cycle. 
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Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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WORTH  STUDYING. 


Some  Drawback  Revenue   Figures   Which  Tell  the 

Story  of  Manufacture  from  Imported 

Stuff. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Nov.  17. — Section  30  of 
the  last  tariff  act  provides  that  where  imported 
materials  on  which  duties  have  been  paid  are 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  articles  made  or 
produced  in  the  United  States,  there  shall  be 
allowed  on  the  exportation  of  such  articles  a 
drawback  equal  in  amount  to  the  duties  paid 
on  the  materials  used,  less  one  per  centum. 
The  Treasury  Department  has  prepared  an  in- 
teresting table,  showing  the  operation  of  this 
section  during  the  fiscal  years  of  1898  and  1899. 
According  to  this  table  imported  parts  of  bi- 
cycles to  the  value  of  $7,723  were  withdrawn 
from  the  warehouse  at  New  York,  in  1898, 
upon  w^hich  drawback  to  the  amount  of 
$2,003.45  was  allowed.  In  1899  the  value  of 
imported  materials  had  decreased  to  $332,  up- 
on which  a  drawback  of  $148  was  paid. 

Bicycles  to  the  number  of  2,631,  manufact- 
ured 'from  imported  materials,  were  exported 
from  Boston  and  New  York  during  1898,  the 
drawback  upon  which  amounted  to  $2,577.11. 
In  1899  the  number  of  such  machines  had  in- 
creased to  10,463,  and  the  drawback  to 
$4,126.91.  Pedals  to  the  number  of  2,994  were 
exported  from  New  York  in  1898,  a  drawback 
of  $53.71  being  paid  upon  the  same.  In  1899 
the  number  was  6,000,  while  the  drawback 
was  only  .$49.89. 

During  1898,  29,615  pounds  of  tubing  were 
exported,  the  drawback  being  $477.44.  In  1899 
the  exports  amounted  to  570,313  pounds,  upon 
which  a  drawback  of  $9,140.56  was  paid. 

These  figures  should  be  very  interesting  to 
the  trade  in  more  ways  than  one. 


A  Satisfactory  Chainless  Gear. 

The  Bullis  ball  gear  is  rapidly  coming  into 
prominence  among  manufacturers,  offering  as 
it  does  one  of  the  few  satisfactory  chainless 
gears.  One  of  the  concerns  who  have  adopted 
the  Bullis  gear  exclusively  for  their  chainless 
models  is  the  Miami  Cycle  &  Mfg.  Co., 
of  Middletown,  O.,  makers  of  the  well- 
known  Racycle,  samples  of  which  will  soon  be 
shown  to  the  Miami  agents.  The  Bullis  gear 
was  selected  in  preference  to  the  bevel  gear 
and  others,  and  was  declared  by  the  Miami 
Company  to  be  far  superior  in  running  quali- 
ties and  finish  to  any  other  they  had  seen. 
Bullis  gears  and  mechanisms  are  of  a  very 
high  standard  and  are  designed  for  the  use  of 
cycle  manufacturers  who  want  the  best  and 
most  satisfactory  device  at  a  reasonable  price. 
There  are  many  others  besides  the  Miami 
people  who  have  already  adopted  this  gear, 
and  it  is  safe  to  say  there  will  be  many  more 
before  the  season  is  well  advanced.  Next  year 
bids  fair  to  be  a  chainless  year,  and  all  manu- 
facturers should  in  consequence  be  interested 
in  what  the  Bullis  Ball  Gear  Co.  have  to 
offer  in  the  advertising  pages  of  this  paper. 


Like  a  Flying  Machine. 

It  is  announced  by  the  general  press  agent 
of  "the  $200,000,000  automobile  Trust"  that  the 
amount  of  stock  to  be  offered  to  the  public 
by  the  Anglo-American  Rapid  Vehicle  Co. 
will  be  $15,000,000.  The  offer  will  not  be 
made,  however,  until  the  position  of  the  com- 
pany is  assured.  It  has  also  been  decided  that 
about  $40,000,000  will   go   to   the   companies 


coming  into  the  combination,  which,  it  is  an- 
nounced, will  be  their  purchase  price.  The 
other  $20,000,000  will  be  taken  by  the  business 
interests  identified  with  the  vehicle  industry 
of  the  two  countries. 

President  Gibbs  is  quoted  as  saying  that 
patents  are  owned  by  one  of  the  English  com- 
panies that  will  be  absorbed  that  will  enable 
a  vehicle  to  travel  over  100  miles  without  re- 
charging the  fuel.  He  has  also  stated  that  the 
cost  of  the  fuel  to  be  used  in  the  propulsion  is 
much  cheaper  than  that  which  is  required  for 
electrical  vehicles.  Then  to  make  the  whole 
thing  an  absolute  certainty  one  only  has  to 
know  that  the  mysterious  "Englishmen"  in 
the  deal  are  Pennington  and  a  friend  of  his. 
'Nuff  said! 


VALE,  WARWICK! 


The     Famous    "  Built   on    Honor "    Bicycle    Plant 
Passes  Into  Other    Hands. 

Springfield,  Mass.,  Nov.  18.— The  Warwick 
Cycle  Mfg.  Co.'s  plant  in  this  city  has  been 
sold  to  D.  B.  Wesson  for  $45,000.  Mr.  Wes- 
son made  the  deal  as  president  of  the  Cheney 
Bigelow  Wire  Works,  and  that  company  will 
move  into  the  new  quarters  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable after  the  papers  have  been  made  out. 

Joel  H.  Hendrick,  of  this  city,  and  Alfred 
S.  Clarke,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  the  assignees 
of  the  Warwick  Company,  have  had  many 
offers  for  the  purchase  of  the  property  during 
the  past  year,  but  none  of  them  became  very 
definite  until  last  week.  The  Duryea  Motor 
Wagon  Co.  was  one  of  the  concerns  which 
made  an  effort  to  secure  the  property.  Much 
correspondence  and  talk  failed,  however,  to 
close  a  bargain. 

Mr.  Wesson  has  been  negotiating  during 
the  past  month  for  the  purchase  of  the  plant, 
but  was  unable  to  close  the  deal  to  his  satis- 
faction until  now.  Assignee  Hendrick  filed 
a  petition  with  Judge  Long  of  the  probate 
court,  asking  permission  to  transfer  the  prop- 
erty. It  depends  on  the  action  of  the  court 
how  long  the  transfer  may  be  deferred.  The 
judge  may  require  that  all  the  creditors  of  the 
company  be  notified,  as  they  have  a  right  to 
buy  the  plant.  It  is  not  probable,  however, 
that  they  will  desire  to  do  this. 


Germans  Patronize  the  Show. 

A  number  of  German  manufacturers  agreed 
to  boycott  the  show  which  was  recently  held 
at  Leipsig,  and  several  of  the  largest,  having 
forces  of  traveling  men  covering  the  whole 
empire,  did  not  exhibit,  but  most  of  the  other 
manufacturers  did  so,  and  this  year's  exhibi- 
tion quite  distanced  last  year's  show  in  the 
number  of  exhibitors  and  variety  of  goods. 
Only  one  English  concern  was  directly  repre- 
sented. The  new  German  goods  show  extra- 
ordinary progress  in  .finishing,  and  they  are 
not  far  behind  the  finest  American  machines. 
As  is  pretty  well  known,  American  tools  and 
automatic  machinery  are  now  extensively  used 
in  German  factories. 

Among  the  manufacturers  of  sundries  at 
the  show  there  developed  a  strong  tendency 
to  underbid.  The  dealers  who  bought  were 
benefited,  but  the  manufacturers  were  losers. 


Will  Represent  Light. 

E.  S.  Fretz  will  have  charge  of  the  Light 
Cycle  Co.'s  business  in  eastern  territory,  in- 
cluding the  New  England  States,  Middle 
States  and  all  foreign  business. 


Q.-S. 

Of  course,  this  could  stand 
for  a  good  many  things.  You 
might  puzzle  your  head  all 
day  and  never  discover  what 
it  signifies  here.  And  if  it 
was  printed: 


you  probably  would  be  even 
further  mystified.  But  if,  for 
instance,  you  were  told  that 
this  article 


was  a  Q.-S.  we  rather  fancy 
you  would  begin  to  penetrate 
the  mystery.  If  you  were 
told  that  this  grip  and  our 
detachable  pedal  rubbers,  our 
frame  guards,  our  luggage 
carriers,  our  curved  and  flat 
head  plugs  and  our  other 
goods  comprised  S.  Q.-S.  C.  S., 
we  believe  you  would  quickly 
see  through  it  all,  particularly 
if  you  are  a  bicycle  jobber  or 
dealer  and  had  ever  handled 
the  goods. 


Each  of  the  articles  is  a  Q.  -  S.  and  no  mistake — 
they  are  practical  articles  that  add  to  the  comfort  and 
convenience  of  cyclists  and  that  appeal  to  them  and  are 
so  low  in  price  that  when  properly  pushed  they  "go  like 
hot-cakes."  That's  the  reason  they  are  quick-sellers— 
that's  the  reason  they  are  referred  to  as  Straus's  Quick- 
Selling  Cycle  Specialties,  and  it  is  also  the  reason  why 
you  should  commence  to  figure  with  us  for  your  next 
year's  supply. 


Straus  Tire  Company, 

127  Duaoe  Street, 


New  York  City. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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T^HE  Monarch  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.  Divis- 
ion of  American  Bicycle  Company 
invites  correspondence  from  representa- 
tive merchants  who  are  desirous  of 
handling  the  most  complete  and  attrac- 
tive line  of  bicycles  on  the  market. 

In    addition    to    the    Monarch    line 
this  Division  will  also  market  the 

Phoenix  Bicycle, 

manufactured    by    the    Stover    Bicycle 
Mfg.  Co.  Division,  of  Freeport,  111. 

The  prices  adopted  for  1900  are  as 
follows  : 


Monarch  Racer, 

Tandems, 

Bevel-Gear  Chainless, 

Light  Roadsters, 

Roadsters, 
King  and  Queen, 
Phoenix   Roadsters,    - 


(i 


*« 


*< 


*t 


Model  48, 

List  ;?50. 

it 

69  and  70, 

** 

75. 

s. 

73  and  74, 

«( 

60. 

*» 

87  and  88, 

t( 

40. 

** 

83  and  84, 

*( 

30. 

' 

- 

- 

25. 

- 

- 

- 

40. 

No 


such  values 
plete  line  is 


Monarch  Bicycles 
Phoenix  Bicycles 


Our 


a 


have    ever   before   been   offered  to  the   trade,    and    the   com- 
unequaled. 

need  no  introduction  to  the  rider,  for  they  have  been  leaders 
during  the  ten  years  they  have  been  before  the  public. 

long  ago  established  a  reputation  for  quality,  and  where- 
ever  sold  have  been  extremely  popular. 

travelers   are    out,    and   a   request    from   you   will   be   sufficient  to  insure 
a,  visit  from  one  of  our  salesmen. 

Present  agents  in  good  standing    for   Monarch    and   Phoenix   Bicycles  will   be 
given  the  preference  in  the  establishment  of  agencies  for  1900. 

The    Monarch    Agency    will    be   a    money-maker    next    season,    and    applica- 
tions should  be  made  at  once,   for  territory  will  be  in  demand. 

1900  Catalogue  ready  December  ist. 

Monarch  ©ycle  Mfg.  ©o. 

Division  of  American  Bicycle  (Company. 


CHICAGO,  ILL. 


Eastern  Branch — 20  Warren  St.,  New  York. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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November  23, 


AN  OPALESCENT  ORIGINAL. 


Something  Entirely  Different  from  tlie  Usual  Run  of 
Cycle  Trade  Litera- 
ture. 

In  letters  of  an  opalescent  hue  appears 
upon  the  cover  of  a  longish  pale-blue  book- 
let the  words:  "The  Basis  of  All  Business  Is 
Confidence;"  only  this  and  nothing  more. 
The  reader,  while  he  readily  admits  the  un- 
deniable truth  of  the  opalescent-hued  state- 
ment, wonders  what  it  is  all  about  and  has- 
tens to  open  the  book — the  clever  advertis- 
er's point  is  gained;  the  remainder  is  easy. 
In  an  original  non-technical  and  most  con- 
vincing fashion  the  compiler  of  this  clever 
little  work  goes  rapidly  and  entertainingly  to 
work  to  win  the  reader's  confidence,  and  it 
does  not  seem  that  a  failure  to  do  so  was 
possible.  When  the  last  page  of  the  book  is 
reached  the  reader  regrets  there  is  no  more  of 
it  to  read,  but  the  end  sought  for  has  been  ac- 
complished— he  has  "confidence"  in  the  pub- 
lishers, the  Eagle  Bicycle  Mfg.  Co.,  and  the 
bicycle  that  bears  their  name. 

Some  of  the  hits  in  this  very  unusual  form 
of  catalogue  follow: 

"Ask  the  average  man  what  he  thinks  of 
the  bicycle  business,  and  he  is  likely  to  tell 
you,  'It  was  a  gold  mine  once,  but  it's  now 
gone  to  pieces.'  Neither  statement  is  true. 
The  business  has  never  been  a  gold  mine,  and 
the  present  condition  of  the  market  is  health- 
ier than  it  has  been  for  years. 

"The  well-known  reputation  and  standing 
of  Eagle  bicycles  among  the  trade  is  based 
wholly  upon  merit,  and  not  merely  upon  ad- 
vertising. 

"We  have  been  trying  to  earn  the  confi- 
dence of  our  agents  and  the  riders  for  thir- 
teen years,  and  by  a  consistent  and  conserva- 
tive policy  have  won  the  full  measure  of  suc- 
cess. It  lias  always  been  our  aim  to  get  rep- 
resentative people  of  good  reputation  as 
agents,  and  to  make  our  line  profitable  for 
them  to  handle. 

"It  has  never  been  our  policy  to  arbitrarily 
dictate  to  dealers  the  methods  they  shall  or 
shall  not  pursue  in  disposing  of  our  ma- 
chines, but,  having  absolute  faith  in  the  busi- 
ness ability  of  those  we  select  as  our  agents, 
we  leave  these  matters  entirely  to  their  good 
judgment. 

"Our  yearly  capacity  for  completed  bicy- 
cles is  now  very  large,  and  the  number  of 
our  agents  has  increased  until  they  represent 
a  small  army  of  aggressive  fighters  for  busi- 
ness scattered  all  over  the  world. 

"As  heretofore,  all  our  models  will  be  new 
in  design.  We  have  no  carried-over  stock  or 
old-pattern  machines  to  catalogue  at  reduced 
prices.  Those  dealers  who  are  deluded  into 
the  belief  that  such  stock  is  a  bargain  have 
yet  to  learn  that  the  public  will  always  de- 
mand changes  and  improvements  from  year 
to  year,  even  though  prices  may  have  been 
materially  lowered." 

Taken  all  together,  a  more  artistic  and 
original  piece  of  trade  literature  than  this 
Eagle  one  has  never  come  to  this  office. 


Money  and  Time  Savers. 

One  of  the  most  useful  inventions  for  the 
cycle  repair  trade  which  has  been  introduced 
for  a  long  time  is  the  patent  combination  tap, 
drill  and  bushing  for  repairing  cranks  that 
have  the  pedal  thread  stripped,  which  is  being 


manufactured  by  the  Elastic  Tip  Co.,  of  Bos- 
ton, Mass.  This  very  handy  article  consists 
of  a  combination  tap  and  drill  which  is  de- 
signed to  accomplish  two  purposes  with  one 
operation;  it  reams  out  the  stripped  thread 
and  at  the  same  time  rethreads  the  crank  ready 
to  receive  the  bushing.  The  tap  and  drill  may 
be  used  either  in  a  bit  brace  or  a  machine. 
After  the  new  thread  is  cut  the  bushing  is 
screwed  into  the  crank  by  use  of  a  screw- 
driver, and  the  crank  then  is  as  good  as  new 
and  in  perfect  shape  to  receive  the  pedal  as 
the  inside  of  the  bushings  are  threaded  to  con- 
form with  the  thread  of  the  pedal.  By  this 
improved  method  of  repairing  cranks  only 
two  operations  are  necessary,  whereas  the  old 


ways  of  repairing  required  six  operations  and 
also  the  cost  of  renickeling  the'  crank. 

These  handy  little  things  are  put  up  in 
a  box  containing  one  pair  of  taps  and  drills, 
together  with  one  dozen  pair  of  bushings. 
The  bushings  can  be  furnished  for  pedals, 
threaded,  J-20  or  i-24,  right  and  left,  which- 
ever is  desired;  and  the  cost  of  $1.50  for  a 
dozen  pair  for  bushings  makes  the  actual  ex- 
pense, including  labor  for  repairing  a  crank. 


not  over  10  cents,  whereas  any  other  method 
of  repairing  cranks  which  have  pedal  threads 
stripped  would  cost  at  least  from  50  cents  to 
75  cents  to  accomplish  a  similar  result. 

The  Elastic  Tip  Co.  also  have  another  arti- 
cle which  they  are  putting  on  the  market  in 
the  way  of  a  sprocket  wrench  which  is  used 
for  removing  sprockets,  as  shown  by  the  ac- 
companying cut.  This  wrench  easily  removes 
any  sprocket  without  scarring  the  teeth  or  in- 
juring the  nickel.  The  old  way  of  taking  off 
sprockets  is  to  put  them  in  a  vise;  but  this 
almost  invariably  injures  the  sprocket,  while 
at  the  same  time  requiring  extra  time  for  do- 
ing it.  This  Elastic  Tip  wrench  is  sold  to  the 
repairer  at  the  small  sum  of  50  cents,  and  is 
something  which  every  one  of  them  should 
promptly  add  to  his  set  of  tools. 


Tlie  Morrow  To-day. 

The  Eclipse  Bicycle  Co.,  manufactur- 
ers of  the  Morrow  Automatic  Hub  Coaster 
Brake,  have  now  succeeded  in  arranging  with 
nearly  all  of  the  manufacturers  of  the  finest 
bicycles  that  are  made  in  this  country  for  the 
manufacturers  to  offer  the  Morrow  coaster 
l)rnke  as  an  additional  e(|uipment  to  their  cy- 
cles  for  the  coming  season.     It   is  generally 


admitted  by  both  agents  and  manufacturers 
that  the  real  feature  of  1900  will  be  the 
coaster-brake  cycle,  as  there  is  no  doubt  but 
that  the  use  of  this  device  stimulates  the  de- 
sire for  cycling,  since  it  adds  new  pleasure, 
and  an  element  of  safety  that  has  hitherto  been 
lacking  in  the  pastime.  The  Morrow  coaster 
brake  is  long  since  entirely  beyond  the  ex- 
perimental stage.  Many  thousands  of  them 
have  been  in  actual  use  during  the  past  season 
in  this  country,  giving  excellent  satisfaction. 
This  company  has  had  a  long  experience  in 
the  manufacture  of  coaster  brakes,  and  the 
Eclipse  people  do  not  hesitate  to  claim  that 
the  Morrow  device  is  unquestionably  superior 
to  anything  that  has  been  placed  on  the  mar- 
ket up  to  the  present  time.  This  is  evidenced, 
they  say,  by  the  fact  that  the  leading  manu- 
facturers, after  thoroughly  considering  the 
subject  and  carefully  testing  all  the  devices  of 
the  kind  that  have  been  offered,  have  finally 
adopted  the  Morrow. 


Priced  and  Built  to  Suit. 

Agents  who  are  contracting  for  the  sale  of 
Andrae  machines  will  have  one  of  the  most 
complete  lines  of  fine  bicycles  extant.  The 
Andrae  Company  have  always  endeavored  to 
build  bicycles  in  such  wide  variety  that  their 
agents  need  not  lose  any  sales,  giving  the 
agents  a  good  low-priced  wheel,  a  medium 
grade,  and  the  finest  on  the  market.  The 
company  has  just  announced  the  specifica- 
tions of  the  various  Andrae  models  as  fol- 
lows: 

Model  62— Special  Racer.  List  $60.  Model 
60 — Special  Light  Roadster.  List  $50.  Mod- 
el 66— Light  Roadster.  List  $40.  Model  67 
— Ladies'  companion  to  Model  66.  Price  $40. 
Model  68— Andrae  Light  Roadster.  List  $30. 
Model  69 — Andrae  ladies'  companion  to  Model 
68.  List  $30.  Model  63— Chainless.  Three 
styles  of  tandems.  List  $80.  Andrae  Triplet 
— Specifications  same  as  last  year.  List  $150. 
All  Andraes  for  1900  will  be  equipped  with 
Lobdell  rims,  expanders  in  seat-post  and 
handle-bars,  adjustable  handle-bars,  flush 
joints. 


Six  Thousand  Bicycles  Sold. 

The  National  American  Cycle  Co.,  Akron, 
Ohio,  declare  that  it  does  not  need  any  scru- 
tiny on  their  part  of  the  financial  barometer 
for  them  to  discover  a  steady  rise  of  the  mer- 
cury betokening  clear  sailing  and  pleasant 
weather.  One  of  these  readings  is  contracts 
already  taken  for  6,000  bicycles  of  this  sea- 
son's vintage.  These  be  great  times  for  any- 
thing worthily  bearing  the  proud  name  of 
American. 


Ready  for  All  Tire  Demands. 

Through  an  enlarged  and  an  improved 
plant  the  Kokomo  Rubber  Co.  are  now  pre- 
pared to  not  only  take  due  and  prompt  care 
of  their  cycle  tire  trade,  but  also  of  a  like  de- 
mand in  the  vehicle  tire  line,  a  new  pattern  of 
which  the  Kokomo  people  are  now  offering 
carriage  and  automobile  I)uilders. 


Saddle-Top  Maker  Wanted. 

A  New  York  saddle  manufacturing  com- 
pany desires  to  communicate  with  some  one 
who  can  provide  leather  tops  shaped  to  fit  the 
metal  bases  furnished  by  the  New  York  con- 
cern. Replies  addressed  to  The  Wheel  will 
be  forwarded. 
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Time  Ripens  All  Things/^ 

HARTFORD  TIRES- 

The  Original  Single-Tube  Tire* 

For  eight  years  they  have  steadily  increased  in  popularity— no 
mushroom  growth  here*  QUALITY  is  the  foundation  of 
their  success*    And  that  foundation  is  to-day  stronger  than  ever* 

^'Look  beneath  the  surface:     Let  not  the  several 


qualities  of  a  thing  escape  you. 


tt 


Many  imitators  have  come  and  gone,  and  they  have  but 
strengthened  the  reputation  of  the  all-reliable  HARTFORD 
TIRES* 

Every  maker  to-day  is  seeking  to  make  his  tires  have  those 
qualities  peculiar  to  HARTFORD  TIRES,  but  still 

The  Standard 

of 

Durability^  Comfort  and  Ease  of  Repair 


IS 


the 


HARTFORD  SINGLE-TUBE  TIRE. 


THE  HARTFORD  RUBBER  WORKS  COMPANY, 
HARTFORD,  CONNECTICUT. 

Kindly  mention   The   Wheel. 
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AN  INGENIOUS   LAMP. 


In   Some  Respects    the   Most  Interesting  One   Yet 
Produced. 

There  are  some  points  about  the  new  Bald- 
win gas  lamp,  marketed  by  the  well-known 
jobbers,  Herman  Boker  &  Co.,  101  Duane 
street.  New  York  city,  that  are  "worth  while." 

As  the  cut  shows,  it  is  an  "open-faced" 
lamp,  apparently  as  easy  a  form  of  lamp  to 


successfully  construct  as  one  could  imagine, 
but  really  a  very  difificult  form  for  the  lamp 
builder  to  master.  Boker  &  Co.  discovered 
the  combination  early  and  have  been  market- 
ing two   lamps   of  this  style   for   some   time. 


Meantime  the  other  lamp  makers  are  experi- 
menting. 

In  many  lamps  a  wad  of  cotton  is  placed 
to  purify  the  gas  and  relieve  it  of  moisture  as 
it  rises  from  the  carbide.  In  the  Baldwin 
lamp  the  gas  rises  to  the  top  of  the  gas  cham- 
ber. There  the  moisture  leaves  it,  being  con- 
densed by  contact  with  the  back  of  the  lamp 
and  the  comparatively  cool  water  tank.  The 
moisture  flows  down  the  inner  sides  of  the 
lamp,  while  the  already  dry  gas  passes 
through  the  cotton  and  out  of  the  burner 
without  that  sputter  peculiar  to  steamy  gas. 

Another  important  feature:  Riders  know 
that  as  the  water  supply  gives  out  the  light 
dies  down.  In  making  this  lamp,  natural  law 
has  been  so  well  studied  that  the  water  pres- 
sure does  not  even  begin  to  diminish  until 
half  of  the  water  is  gone. 

Another  point:  Every  time  the  water- 
valve  rod  is  turned  the  tube  through  which 
the  water  flows  is  cleaned. 

The  carbide  pot  cannot  rattle  inside  the 
body  of  the  lamp.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
cannot  stick — it  is  easily  pulled  out  for  clean- 
ing, refilling,  etc. 

Altogether,  a  mighty  interesting  little  lamp. 
Its  makers  have  used  knowledge  of  propor- 
tions, gravity,  etc.,  instead  of  using  "machin- 
ery" to  accomplish  a  result. 


Denver  Has  the  Most. 

Denver,  Col,  claims  to  have  more  bicycles 
in  proportion  to  population  than  any  other 
city  in  the  United  States.  Though  Denver 
numbers  only  160,000  souls  within  her  city 
limits,  she  boasts  of  not  less  than  40,000  bicy- 
cles. 


TO  DEALERS'   ADVANTAGE. 


Should  Easily  Sell  the  New  Covered  Sponge-Rubber 
Grips. 

The  accompanying  illustration  may  give  the 
dealer  and  rider  no  adequate  idea  of  the 
attractiveness  of  the  new  sponge-rubber  grip 
which  is  being  marketed  by  the  Straus  Tire 
Co.,  127  Duane  street.  New  York  city.  The 
grip  must  be  seen  and  handled  to  be  appre- 
ciated. 

Every  rider  knows  that  there  are  times  dur- 
ing a  ride  when  they  feel  the  shock  of  alter- 
nating straight-arm  contact  with  hard  han- 
dles.   Often,  on  the  return  trip,  one  wishes  for 


something  soft  under  the  hand.  The  new 
Straus  sponge-rubber  grip  supplies  this  soft- 
ness. 

The  Wheel  particularly  recommends  the 
grip  covered  with  flexible  sheepskin.  It  is 
practically  as  soft  as  the  uncovered  rubber 
grip,  absorbs  perspiration  and  has  other  ad- 
vantages. Under  certain  conditions  rubber 
dissolves  slightly  and  enters  the  pores  of  the 
skin. 

There  are  about  4,000,000  cyclists  in  this 
country,  and  dealers  should  be  able  to  sell 
this  grip  to  very  many  of  them.  The  price  is 
very  low  and  the  dealer's  profit  satisfactory. 
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Have  stood  the  test,  have  proved  the  best,  and  are  guaranteed  as  long  as  used 

Single, 
Tandem, 
Triplet 
and  Quad. 

Over  Yt,  of  the  special 
builders  of  Chicago  are 
using    them,  with    the 

satisfaction  of  getting  from  I5  to  )?io  more 

for  their  machines. 

We  make  a  special  racing  Hanger  for  both  Single 
and  Tandem.     We  also  make  a  Hanger  which  fits 
all  standard  Brackets. 


6,000,  1900,  ready  now. 


Immediate  Shipments  Guaranteed. 


PARK    CITY    MFG.     CO.,    incorporated. 
N.  'W.  Cor.  Jackson  &  Clinton  Sts. 


Chicago. 
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Tubing,  Fork-Sides,  Fork-Crowns,  Sprocket  Forgings,  Stampings,  Bali   Cups.  Cranks,   Cotter-Pins,  Bottom-Bracktts,  Hubs,  Pedais,  Seat-Posts,  Handle-Bars,  Coasters,  Chains. 
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Two  Money-Savers  for  Repairmen. 

Patent  Combination   Drill,   Tap   and   Bashing,   is  designed  for  repairing  cranlis  that  have  the  pedal 

thread  stripped.  The  bushings  are  made  of  steel  and 
tapped  either  J4-20  or  %-2i  right  and  left.  Will  send  postpaid  to  any  repairman  for  ,93.50,  one  pair  of  combi- 
nation taps  and  drills,  together  with  one  dozen  pair  of  bushings— threaded  for  pedals  either  H-30  or  K-24  right 
and  left.     In  ordering  state  what  thread  you  want. 


This  cuts 
the  '/g  thread 
for  ^  bushing. 


This  reams  the  hole  in 

cranio  ^  where 

thread  is  '%  stripped. 


End  of  crank  with  bushing 
all  put  in,  ready  for  pedal. 

Slf  you  do  not  receive  our  montlily  Bargain  List  of  bicycle  sundries 
and  parts,  send  us  your  name  and  address  and  we  will  put  it  on  our  list. 


Patent  SPROCKET  WRENCH 

for  removing  sprockets  without  putting  A 

them  in  a  vise.  .g 

Cut  showing  Wrench  in  use.  w 


The  above  cut  shows  how  it  is  done. 

Will  be  mailed  to  any  repairman  upon  receipt 

of  75  cents. 
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THE  ELASTIC  TIP  COMPANY,  Patentees  and  Manuracturers  of  Rubber  specialties  and  Blcyole  Material  and  sundries  or  every  description,   370  Atlantic  Ave.,Boston,MaSS. 
Guard  Attachments,  Mud-Guards,  Bells,  Spokei,  Saddles,  Tool-Bags,  Lamps,  Toe-Clips,  Locks,  Cyclometers,  Cements,  Bicycle  Stands,  Brazers,  Plugs,  Tires,  Wood  Rfms. 
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THE  WORLD'S  STANDARD  HANDLE-DAR 


IT'S  NOT  AN 
EXPERIMENT 


IT'S     BEEN 


KELLY   HANDLE-BAR  CO.,   CLEVELAND,    OHIO, 


WRITE    FOR    PRICES. 


THE  KELLY  ADJDSTABLE  HANDLEBAR 
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$50 


^  1900  ^ 


$40 


DAYTON  BICYCLES,    i 

t 

Model  42,  Road  Racer,      $50.22     (?      Model  40,  Men's  Roadster,  $40.02   i 

^  .  t 

Model  43,  Track  Racer,       50.22     J      Model  41,  Ladies',         -         40.22   | 


4- 


A  strictly  new  line  throughout — the  finest  in  the  land.      Many  new  features  and  valuable  im-  I 

provements  wherever  possible.     Lighter  weights.     New  crank  construction.     Original   and  perfect  | 

internal  fasteners  for  seat-post  and  handle-bar.    The  finest  adjustable  handle-bar.      Finish  and  equip-  '4 

ment  unexcelled.  t 

Responsible   dealers  in  unoccupied  territory   should  write   us  at   once.  'S 


The  Davis  Sewing  Machine  Co., 


Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 


DAYTON,  OHIO. 
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"GETTING  THERE." 


The    Price   Some   Pay   for   This  Advantage  Is 

Very  Much  Greater  Than  Its 

Value. 

David  got  there  with  a  sling,  and  Samson 
with  the  jawbone  of  an  ass;  Lincoln  got  there 
by  splitting  rails  and  Franklin  by  setting  type. 
Here  is  the  starting  point  and  there  the  finish- 
ing tape.  Are  the  timers  ready?  Are  the 
starters  ready?    Bang!    Get  there! 

What  a  simple  thing  life  would  be  if  this 
brief  rule  were  universal  law! 

There  are  too  many  people  who  think  it  is. 
You  shall  find  this  specious  motto  on  all  too 
many  escutcheons:  "Get  there!"  No  matter 
how?    No;  only  get  there. 

"Get  there!"  It  is  the  motto  of  the  dagger 
as  it  pierces  the  heart  of  the  victim;  of  the 
serpent  as  it  darts  upon  the  unsuspicious  trav- 
eler; of  the  car  of  juggernaut  on  its  way  to 
the  temple. 

The  flunkeys  of  this  fin  de  siecle  stand 
around  the  finishing  tape  with  their  eyes  blind- 
folded, ready  to  clap  the  laurel  wreath  upon 
the  brow  of  every  man  who  gets  there. 

Thomson  got  there  and  they  crowned  him. 
But  how?  Duped  his  partner,  honeyfugled  his 
old  neighbors,  watered  his  stock,  bribed  his 
lawyers,  lied  to  his  bankers.  No  matter;  he  is 
"there" — up  in  the  pantheon  of  millionaires. 

Jones  got  there.  He  "put  the  wine  when  it 
was  red"  to  the  lips  of  the  voters,  licked  the 
boots  of  the  gang,  bribed  the  ward  heelers, 
stuffed  the  ballot-box,  ate  dirt.  But  he  is 
"there" — in  the  office  he  so  long  has  sought 
and  mourned  because  he  found  it  not. 


Smith  got  there.  He  toadied  and  flunkied, 
played  poker,  set  up  nights  and  set  up  wine 
suppers;  went  beyond  his  means,  sacrificed  his 
sense  of  honor,  brought  the  blush  to  the  cheek 
of  his  wife.  No  matter.  He  is  there — among 
the  "smart  set,"  "one  of  the  boys!" 

Got  there!  Yes  —  but  where?  Where  is 
"there?"  If  you  could  only  get  Thomson, 
Jones  and  Smith  off  in  some  quiet  corner  and 
ask  them  that  question  you  would  receiive  an 
answer  that  would  surprise  you.  They  would 
not  answer  you  with  their  lips.  You  would 
have  to  lay  your  ears  upon  their  bosoms  and 
listen  to  the  beating  of  their  hearts.  It  would 
be  a  unison,  a  melancholy  refrain,  wailed  by 
every  painful  throb — "there"  is  hell;  "there" 
is  hell! 

"The  mind  is  its  own  place,  and  in  itself 
Can    make    a    heaven    of   hell    and    a  hell  of 
heaven." 

Many  are  paying  too  high  a  price  for  "suc- 
cess." "Getting  there"  is  not  the  chief  end  of 
life.  If  you  cannot  win  the  prize  without  foul 
riding,  you  had  better  quit  the  race. 


A  Regular  Vade  IMecum. 

It  was  an  artist  who  picked  out  that  soft 
red  like  the  subdued  tint  of  an  old  bit  of  tap- 
estry, then  upon  it  printed  "John  R.  Keim, 
Buffalo,  U.  S.  A.,"  with  the  addition  of  a 
sprocket  shaped  like  a  wavy-armed  sun, 
and  used  the  combination  to  bind  a  volume, 
a  copy  of  which  should  find  a  permanent 
abiding  place  upon  the  desk  of  every  manu- 
facturer, jobber,  dealer  or  repairer  in  the  trade. 

Perhaps  all  those  who  need  this  book  may 
not  appreciate  its  very  artistic  make-up,  but 
none  of  them  will  fail  to  appreciate  the  number 


and  dilferent  patterns  in  each  separate  piece, 
together  with  the  quantity  of  distinctively  sep- 
arate component  parts  in  the  make-up  of  bi- 
cycles, i.  e.,  frame  fittings,  hangers,  hubs, 
pedals,  mud  and  chain  guard  attachments  and 
frame  sets  complete.  All  this  and  a  lot  more 
will  meet  prompt  appreciation  'from  all  recip- 
ients of  the  Keim  brochure. 


Five  Hundred  Thousand  Pumps. 

An  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  business  of  the 
Hartford  Rubber  Works,  makers  of  the  fa- 
mous Hartford  single-tube  tires,  may  be 
gleaned  from  the  fact  that  they  buy  pumps 
in  500,000  lots.  President  Parker  has  sent  a 
circular  letter  to  bicycle  agents  all  over  the 
country,  informing  them  of  his  election  to 
that  position  (he  was  formerly  manager),  and 
stating  the  desire  of  the  company  to  maintain 
in  every  respect  the  pleasant  relations  that 
have  always  existed  between  it  and  agents. 


Better  than  Gloves. 

If  you  find  it  awkward  to  clean  a  bicycle 
with  gloves  on  your  hands,  rub  a  little  vase- 
line thoroughly  into  the  hands,  especially 
about  the  tips  and  base  of  the  finger  nails. 
If  this  hint  is  followed  before  cleaning  the 
dirtiest  machine,  you  will  experience  no  diffi- 
culty whatever  in  cleaning  the  hands  after  by 
ordinary  means. 


Gear  to  Single  Standard. 

If  you  want  your  tandem  for  easy,  pleasant 
riding,  without  any  great  regard  to  speed, 
have  it  geared  no  higher  than  you  would  have 
a  single;  this  applies  particularly  in  the  case 
of  drop-framed  machines. 


The  Brennan 
Adjustable 


Reversible 


MAKERS, 

Brenttan  l)andle=Bar  €o«, 

SYRACUSE.  N.  Y. 

Sole  Selling  Ag:eiit$, 

Crosby  Si  mayer  €o., 

BUFFALO,  N.  V. 

Expander 
Handle-Bar, 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Why  Nationals  Are  Good  Sellers. 

Do  you  know  that  no  single  make  of  bicycle  has  shown  so  many 
new  IMPROVEMENTS  and  has  been  so  universally  copied  as  the  National? 


Here  Are  Some  of  ©ur 


•  • 


f» 


The  First  Bicycle  to  abolish  pinch  binds  on  seat-post  and  handle-bar  adjustments.      | 

The  First  Bicycle  to  use  a  new  type  chain  adjuster. 

The  First  Bicycle  to  use  the  slip-in  bearing,  so-called,  in  the  crank-hanger. 

The  First  Bicycle  to  use  the  tapered  wedge  handle-bar  binder. 


M 


All  are  copied,  notwithstanding  patents,  but  Nationals 
are  always  ahead,  for  our  Newest  Ideas  cannot  be 
copied  till  they  are  old  in  Nationals, 

You  might  as  well  sell  the  newest,  best  things  while 
they  are  new  as  to  wait  for  the  copies. 


M 


On  every  bicycle  wc  make. 


NATIONAL  CYCLE  MFG.  CO., 

BAY   CITY,  MICH. 


Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 


^•il«ll«!l«[g«!a«!3«[l«[S«IS«l3«!S«l]«Il«[S«!l«MWI§l«Iil«(S«ll«[g«l!«S*IS«l«S«§;«[l«!g«S;«IS«S*3«S«g]«S 


THE  GEORGE  N.  PIERCE  CO. 


1900  List  Prices. 


Chainless  Cushion  Frame, 
Special  Cushion  Frame, 
Special  Racer,     -      -      - 
Special  Road,       -      -     - 
Regular  Road,     -      -      - 


^75.00 
55.00 
50.00 
50.00 
40.00 


The  Finest  Bicycle  Ever  Built  in  America. 
Equipment  Distinctly  the  Best. 


BUFFALO.      BOSTON.      NEW  YORK. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


DENVER. 


42 


November  23, 


NEW  DAYFON  IDEAS. 


Some  Additions  and  Improvements  Which  Have  Been 
Made  Upon  an  Old  Favorite. 

A  new  crank-axle  construction  has  been 
adopted  for  all  Dayton  models.  This  new 
Dayton  fitment  is  of  the  divided  pattern,  per- 
mitting of  the  removal  of  the  cranks  when 
desired  with  the  greatest  ease.  Both  cranks 
are  made  L  shape  from  drop  forgings.  The 
short  ends  of  the  L  forming  the  crank-axle 
are  tapered  on  opposite  sides  and  fit  together 
in  the  form  of  a  long  splice.  The  central  part 
of  the  axle  is  surrounded  by  a  sleeve,  and  the 
whole  held  firmly  in  place  by  a  bolt  which 
passes  through  the  left  crank  and  axle  and 
engages  threads  in  the  right  crank;  a  lock 
nut  on  the  end  of  this  bolt  precludes  the  pos- 
sibility of  its  working  loose.  The  adjustment 
of  the  crank-hanger  bearings  is  not  disturbed 
by  the  removal  of  the  cranks.  The  right 
crank  of  models  42  and  43  is  of  the  spider 
pattern,  so  much  admired  upon  Daytons  in  '98 
and  '99,  and  changed  only  to  conform  with 
the  new  crank-axle  construction  adopted. 

The  front  sprocket  of  these  models  is  at- 
tached, as  heretofore,  at  four  points,  upon 
threaded  studs,  which  are  a  part  of  the 
right  crank  and  its  arms,  and  is  secured  by 
four  nuts.  The  right  crank  of  models  40  and 
41  is  made  without  spider  arms,  but  a  stud 
on  the  inside  'by  which  the  front  sprocket 
is  driven  and  to  which  it  is  attached,  being 
held  firmly  in  place  by  a  lock-nut  on  the  end 
of  the  stud.  The  front  sprocket  of  models 
40  and  41   is   further  supported  by  a  three- 


arm  spider,  which  is  fitted  on  the  crank-axle 
against  a  shoulder  and  is  held  firmly  in  place 
by  the  stationary  cone.  The  sprocket  is  at- 
tached at  the  ends  of  the  three  arms  with 
bolts. 

The  cranks  of  models  42  and  43  are  of  an  en- 
tirely new  design,  partly  oval  in  shape,  with  a 
flattened  surface  on  the  outside.  The  cranks 
of  models  40  and  41  are  also  of  new  design  of 
the  same  shape  as  those  of  models  42  and  43, 
but  without  the  flattened  surface  on  one  side. 

In  all  Dayton  models  the  same  three-point 
bearings  which  have  proven  so  satisfactory 
in  '97,  '98  and  '99  Dayton  Specials  are  re- 
tained. As  heretofore,  the  bearings  are  made 
of  tool  steel,  carefully  tempered,  then  ground 
and  polished  afterwards.  A  simple  ball-re- 
tainer will  be  used  in  the  crank-hanger  and 
wheel-bearings  of  all  models.  An  eccentric 
seat-post  fastening  has  been  adopted,  which, 
by  the  slightest  turn,  either  to  the  right  or 
left,  tightens  or  loosens  the  seat-post  as  de- 
sired. Handle-bars  are  fastened  with  a  new 
patent  wedge  block  expander,  absolutely  pos- 
itive in  action  and  guaranteed  to  give  no 
trouble  whatever  in  its  manipulation. 

Tire  and  saddle  options  have  not  been  defi- 
nitely determined  as  yet,  but  it  can  be  stated 
that  nothing  in  these  lines,  except  that  which 
is  fully  in  keeping  with  the  high  quality  of 
the  goods,  will  be  adopted.  Dealers  are  as- 
sured that  the  equipment  will  be  equally  as 
good  or  better  than  that  furnished  on  any 
wheels  of  other  manufacture  listed  at  the 
same  prices. 

The  Davis  Sewing  Machine  Co.  have  made 


arrangements  for  a  greatly  increased  output 
for  the  season  of  1900,  and  contracts  for  a 
large  number  of  the  new  models  have  already 
been  closed. 


They  Will  Be  Heard  From. 

The  C.  B.  Barker  Mfg.  Co.,  Ltd.,  formerly 
of  70  West  Houston  street.  New  York,  have 
engaged  the  entire  building  at  93  Reade  street, 
-where  it  is  their  intention  to  make  a  vigorous 
push  for  the  bicycle  sundry  and  fittings  trade. 
J.  B.  Z.  Anthony  has  resigned  from  Hart- 
ley &  Graham,  where  he  has  been  engaged 
for  four  years  in  the  sundry  department,  and 
has  been  engaged  by  the  C.  B.  Barker  Co. 
as  buyer  of  bicycle  sundries  and  fittings.  Mr. 
Anthony's  wide  acquaintance  and  familiarity 
with  manufacturers  and  traveling  men  in  this 
line  will  no  doubt  tend  towards  increasing  the 
business  of  this  firm  to  a  great  extent. 


Territory  They  Control. 

M(?ssrs.  H.  Worman  and  C.  C.  Meade,  with 
headquarters  at  155  Washington  street,  Chi- 
cago, will  henceforth  reprei.ent  the  National 
American  Cycle  Co.  for  the  company's  en- 
tire line  of  goods,  controlling  the  sales  there- 
of in  Illinois,  Indiana  and  the  river  towns  of 
Iowa. 


Twenty-six-Year  Old  President. 

Lewis  D.  Parker,  president  of  the  Hartford 
Rubber  Works  Co.,  is  reaping  the  honors  of 
life  early.  He  is  26  years  old,  and  has  been  so 
busy  with  business  that  he  has  not  had  his 
picture  taken  since  he  was  16. 


I  HERE  RRB  THREE  GOOD  ONES  I 


FOR,  1900. 


t 


1* 


GET  OUR 
BOOKLET 
PRICES 
AND 
ELECTRO- 
TYPES. 


"Radiant"— Ga8. 

332  E.  28th  Street,  New  York. 


"Queen"— on. 


MANHATTAN    BRASS    CO., 


'Improved  Brilliant"— Gas. 

34  Clark  Street,  Chicago. 
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We   are   the   originators   of  the 

Pressed  Steel  Head  Sets* 

Have  always  made  and  make  to-day  the  finest 
and  most  accurate  sets  on  the  market.  Those  who 
use  our  sets  one  season  always  use  them  ;  try  them 
and  you  will  use  no  others. 

Send  for  catalogue. 

******* 

The  H.  A.  Matthews  Mfg,  Co., 

SEYMOUR,  CONN. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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^,,„  f  NAME  "STANDARD." 
OU^  \  TRADE-MARK  STANDARD. 
I  BALLS  ARE  STANDARD. 


TRADE 


SS 


MARK 

STANDARD  BALL  CO., 

320  East  23d  St.,  New  York. 

MANUFACTURERS    OF 

Standard  Steel  Balls 

AND    RIVETS. 

Our  Balls  are  Practically  Perfect  Spheres,  liniform  in  Hardness.  Toughness  and 

Durability.       We  Mal<e  the  Most  Perfect  Chain  Rivet  Made. 

Kindly    mention    The    Wheel. 
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ANDRAE  CYCLES  NEVER  DISAPPOINT! 

FaGe-to-FaGeTalkS(N.3) 


Concerning 


mm. 


Bicycles. 


John  Jones  may  have  only  $30  to  spend  for  a  bicycle. 

John  Smith  may  have  $60  for  the  same  purpose. 

Each  will  want  the  most  for  his  money.  Jones  will  want 
the  best  I30  wheel  on  the  market  and  Smith  will  want  the  best 
|6o  bicycle. 

Some  agents  could  talk  to  Jones  and  not  Smith,  while 
others  could  talk  to  Smith  and  not  Jones. 

Andrae  agents  could  sell  both  and  give  each  the  most — 
the  best — for  his  money. 

There  isn't  a  town  in  the  U.  S.  where  everybody  can  afford 
— or  wants  to — pay  the  same  price  for  a  bicycle. 

Pocketbooks  and  tastes  differ.  All  good  tastes,  and 
pocketbooks  containing  as  little  as  I30,  can  be  satisfied  with 
Andraes. 

Andrae  agents  make  more  money  than  other  agents  be- 
cause they  sell  more  wheels — and  give  better  satisfaction. 
No  secret  about  it. 

Write  us  to-day. 

JULIUS  ANDRAE  &  SONS  CO., 

MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


t 


If  you  want  the   best,    get  in  with  the    % 

♦  rest;  ♦ 

♦  ♦ 

♦:♦  The  Kokomo  Defender  Special  so  recog-    % 

%  nized  in  the  past,  has  stood  the  test.     % 

%  Its  high  standard  in  1900  will  be  retained.     ♦ 

%  Let  us  have  a  share  of  your  orders  and    % 

%  remain,                                                           | 

I  KOKOMO  RUBBER  CO., 

»>  Kokomo,  Indiana,  U.  S.  A.                                .^. 

♦  ♦ 

•>  GEO.  W    NOCK,  Phila  ,  Pa.,  Eastern  Representative.      <f 

♦  ♦:♦ 

♦J»  Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.                                                                                        C* 


Indianapolis  Giiain  &  Stamping  Co., 


INDIANAPOLIS, 
IND. 


MAKERS   OF 


Diamond  Chains. 

R.  B.  MgMULLEN  &  CO.,  General  U.  S.  Sales  Agents, 

88-90  Lake  Street,  Chicago.  309  Broadway,  New  York. 

NEW  YORK  DEPOT :  J.  S.  LENG'S  SON  &  CO.,  4  Fletcher  St. 
CHICAGO  DEPOT:  EXCELSIOR  SUPPLY  CO.,  88-90  Uke  St. 
Kindly   mention   The   Wheel 
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FIFTH  NATIONAL  EXHIBITION 


m 

SI 


-OF- 


Cycles,  Automobiles 

...and  Accessories, 

MADISON  SQUARE  GARDEN, 

New  York  City, 

I    JANUARY    2oth    to   sytli,    1900. 


SI 


EXHIBITORS  TO  DATE. 

BICYCLES: 

R.  H.  Wolff  &  Company,  Ltd., 

Black  Manufacturing  Company, 

Buffalo  Cycle  Company, 

A.  Featherstone  &  Company, 

Sterling  Cycle  Works, 

Western  Wheel  Works, 

Crawford  Manufacturing  Company, 

Ames  &  Frost  Company, 

Nuttall  Manufacturing  Company, 

Lamb  Manufacturing  Company, 

Viking  Manufacturing  Company, 

H.  A.  Lozier  &  Company, 

E.  C.  Stearns  &  Company, 

Barnes  Cycle  Company, 

Syracuse  Cycle  Company, 

Acme  Manufacturing  Company, 

Pope  Manufacturing  Company, 

Monarch  Cycle  Company, 

Stover  Manufacturing  Company, 

GormuUy  &  Jeffery, 

Shelby  Cycle  Manufacturing  Company, 

Grand  Rapids  Cycle  Company, 

Fay  Manufacturing  Company, 

Fanning  Cycle  Company, 

Geneva  Cycle  Company, 

A.  D.  Meiselbach  Company, 
Columbus  Bicycle  Company, 
North  Buffalo  Wheel  Company, 
Milwaukee  Manufacturing  Company, 
Milwaukee  Engineering  Company. 

AUTOMOBILES: 

United  States  Motor  Vehicle  Company, 

Indiana  Bicycle  Company, 

International  Automobile  &  Vehicle  Tire  Company. 

ACCESSORIES: 

Empire  Rubber  Manufacturing  Company, 
American  Dunlop  Tire  Company, 

B.  F.  Goodrich  Company, 
Straus  Tire  Company, 
National  India  Rubber  Company, 
Joseph  Dixon  Crucible  Company, 
Manhattan  Storage  Company, 
Veeder  Manufacturing  Company, 
New  York  Sporting  Goods  Company, 
G.  W.  Cole  &  Company, 
Gleason-Peters  Air  Pump  Company, 
Manhattan  Brass  Company, 

E.  A.  Brecher  &  Company, 

Badger  Brass  Manufacturing  Company, 

American  Saddle  Company, 

C.  J.  Smith,  Sons  &  Company, 
George  L.  Thompson  Company, 
Cleveland  Ball  &  Pedal  Company, 
Indianapolis  Chain  &  Stamping  Company, 
Spinroller  Company. 


Applications  for  space  can  be  made  to.... 

FRANK  W.  SANGER, 

President  National  Cycle  Exhibition  Company, 
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Madison  Square  Garden, 


New  York  City,  N.  Y.      SI 


Kindly   mention  The  Wheel.  [jj) 
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November  23, 


Elongating  a  Leg. 

Whether  or  not  having  the  legs  actually 
stretched  makes  any  material  difference  is  a 
subject  for  the  physiologists,  but  many  bicycle 
riders,  if  not  a  great  majority  of  all,  can  testify 
to  the  fact  that  there  is  an  apparent  elonga- 
tion of  the  legs  in  consequence  of  riding. 

A  common  remark  of  dealers  when  a  man 
tuys  a  machine  on  which  his  foot  just  reaches 
the  pedal  is,  "Oh!  well,  after  you  ride  a  little 
your  legs  will  stretch,  you  know,  and  it  will 
fit  you  all  right."  That  is  not  the  nonsense 
it  sounds  like,  for  the  wheelman  finds  that 
after  riding  a  little  he  does  reach  the  pedals 
properly,  and  the  man  who  starts  with  a  low, 
easy  reach  usually  finds  it  advantageous  tafter 
awhile  to  raise  the  saddle. 

A  physician  gives  it  as  an  off-hand  opinion 
that  the  limbering  up  of  the  tendons  and 
muscles  of  the  legs  might  account  for  the 
phenomenon  to  a  slight  extent,  and  that  a 
man  who  never  rode  before  might  be  able  to 
reach  half  an  inch  or  an  inch  further.  What- 
ever the  explanation  or  the  denial  of  the  fact, 
there  is  abundant  testimony  to  show  that 
wheeling  makes  the  legs  grow  longer. 


Expert  Adsmith. 

Some  of  the  most  striking,  entertaining, 
convincing  advertisements  produced  in  the 
cycle  trade,  last  year,  were  the  white-on-black 
work  of  F.  G.  Cramer.  He  distinguishes  his 
work  by  calling  it  "the  Cramer  way"  of  doing 
it.  His  style  is  easily  recognized.  On  his 
own  letter-head  appears  a  black  disc,  with 
these  words  in  white:  "Wise  words  in  ink 
make  millions  think."  Something  about  his 
advertising  phrases  that  makes  their  signifi- 
cance get  into  the  reader's  brain  and  stay 
there.  Cramer  is  a  graduate  of  the  famous 
Binner  school,  which  in  itself  is  a  recom- 
mendation. 

All  of  which  is  prefatory  to  the  statement 
that  Mr.  Cramer  will  do  Claus  Handle-Bar 
ads  again,  as  he  did  last  year. 


Like  Loco-Weed. 

The  unfortunate  experience  of  the  wheel- 
man who  fell  into  the  Chicago  River  and  de- 
veloped insanity  with  resuscitation  triumph- 
antly vindicates  the  position  of  the  board  of 
health  that  water  should  be  boiled  at  least 
thirty  minutes  before  it  is  taken  into  the  hu- 
man system.  This  episode  would  seem  to 
demonstrate    that    the    water    of   the    Chicago 


River  contains  germs  similar  to  those  that 
lurk  in  the  deadly  loco-weed,  and  thus  a  new 
danger  confronts  the  people  of  that  otherwise 
happy  town.  Accident  policies  may  be  ex- 
pected to  contain  clauses  holding  companies 
exempt  from  Chicago  River  casualties,  and 
wheelmen  whose  business  or  pleasure  takes 
them  near  the  river  will  be  kept  constantly 
under  the  espionage  of  the  authorities.  These 
are  trying  times. 

TO    LOS    ANGELES    AND    SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA. 

Every  Friday  night,  at  30.35  p.  m.,  a  through  Tour- 
ist Car  for  Los  Angeles  and  Southern  California 
leaves  the  Chicago,  ^Iil^vaukee  S:  St.  Paul  Railway 
Union  Passenger  Station,  Chicago,  via  Omaha,  Colo- 
rado Springs  and  Salt  Lake  City,  for  all  points  in 
Colorado,   Utah,    Nevada  and   California. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  Pullman  porter,  each  car 
is  accompanied  by  an  intelligent,  competent  and  cour- 
teous "courier,"  who  will  attend  to  the  wants  of  pas- 
sengers en  route.  This  is  an  entirely  new  feature  of 
tourist  car  service,  and  will  be  appreciated  by  families 
or  by  ladies  traveling  alone.  Particular  attention  is 
paid  to  the  care  of  children,  who  usually  get  weary 
on  a  long  journey. 

These  tourist  cars  are  sleeping  cars  supplied  with 
all  the  accessories  necessary  to  make  the  journey  com- 
fortable and  pleasant,  and  the  berth  rate  (each  berth 
will  accommodate  two  persons)  is  only  $6  from  Chi- 
cago to  California.  Ask  the  nearest  ticket  agent  for 
a  tourist  car  folder,  or  address  Geo.  H.  Heafford, 
General  Pass,  and  Ticket  Agent,  Chicago,   111.        »*,:. 


Dusty  Roads.   Noisy  Chains. 

The    Morse    Twin    Roller    Chains    run 

SMOOTHLY,  QUIETLY  and  FREELY 

in    DUST    or    MUD. 

As  the  pendulum 
swings,  so  the  joint 
of  the  Morse  Chain 
rocks. 

No  Rub, 

No  Slide. 

Lasts  longer,  runs 
easier  than  any  other 
chain  made.  Pendu- 
lum will  swing  on 
the  Morse  Joint  45 
minutes  and  on  the 
pin  joint  about  5  sec- 
onds. Large  swing- 
ing model  sent  free 
to  agents  ordering 
three  chains. 


m. 


Write  for  Illustrated  Cir- 

cular  and  Price  to  ff 

MORSE  CHAIN  CO., 

Trumansburgf,  N.  Y. 

Kindly    mention   The   Wheel. 
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PERFEeX"    OILER. 


25c. 


SELF-CLOS/NEl   VALVE  (OPENED  \ 

"-TW  A  few  of  MANY  UNSOLICITED  Testimonial  Letters. 

"WE  VOTE  IT  A  SUCCESS. "-Pope  Mfg.  Co.,  Hartford,  Conn. 

"We  ARE   WUCH  PLE4.SED  WITH  THEM."— Warwick  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  Springfield,  Mass. 
"THEY  GAVE  THE  BEST  SATISFACTION  OF  ANY  OILERS  WE  SOLD."— Keller  &  Walker,  MoUne,  HI. 
"JUST  .THE  THING  I  HAVE  WANTED  FOR  YEARS."— F.  E.  Worth,  Indianola,  Iowa. 
••THE  ONLY  OILER  THAT  DOES  NOT  LEAK."— W.  D.  Anderson,  Dallas,  Texas. 

CUSHIVIAN  &  DENISON.  Mfrs..  240-2  W.  23d  St..  N.  Y. 


ADLETS. 

For   Sale,    ExcliaDRe,    Etc Twenty-five  words, 

thirty-five  cents.  Each  additional  word  two  cents. 
Cash  invariably  in  advance. 

Situations  and  Help  Wanted.  —  Answers  received 
in  confidence  and  forwa»ded  without  charge.  Kate: 
25  words,  one  time,  50  cents;  three  times,  $1.00;  50 
words,  one  time,  $1.00;  four  times,  $3.00;  75  words, 
one  time,  $1.50;  four  times,  $5.00.  Displayed  adver- 
tisements: One-half  inch,  one  time,  $1.00;  four  times, 
$3.00;  one  inch,  one  time,  $1.50;  four  times,  $5.00. 

PATENTS.— H.  \V.  T.  Jenner,  patent  attorney  and 
■■-  mechanical  expert,  60S  F  street,  Washington,  D. 
C.  Established  1S83.  I  make  an  examination  free  of 
charge,  and  report  if  a  patent  can  be  had  and  exactly 
how  much  it  will  cost.     Send  for  circular. 


lATANTED — By  New  York  jobbing  house,  experi- 
enced manager  and  buyer  for  bicycle  sundries 
dept. ;  must  have  e.xecutive  ability  and  push,  and  be 
well  recommended;  only  first-class  man  need  apply. 
Address   "Sundries,"   P.   O.   Box  1760.  c.t.f. 

TX^ ANTED — Situation  by  a  man  of  four  years'  ex- 
'  •  perience;  have  spent  three  months  of  each  year 
looking  after  wholesale  trade;  have  managed  large  re- 
tail branch  balance  of  time;  best  of  references.  Ad- 
dress J.,   care  The  \\  heel. — 30 — p. 

"P  OR  SALE — Elegant  bicycle  store,  shop,  tools, 
■•-  machinery,  etc.,  doing  good  business  in  one  of 
the  best  towns  on  Long  Island;  have  excellent  trade 
among  aristocracy  and  get  good  prices;  build  50 
special  wheels  per  season,  have  demand  for  more, 
at  prices  from  $50  to  $85;  no  debts;  everything  in 
first-class  shape;  this  is  a  rare  chance  for  energetic 
business  man.  Address  Chas.  W.  Wilcox,  P.  O.  Box 
444,    New   York. 


XpOR  S.'XLE — A  bicycle  store  in  a  desirable  location 
-'-  on  New  York  city  boulevard  (Broadway)  belo.v 
110th  St.;  fully  equipped  repair  department,  with  up- 
to-date  machinery  and  tools;  owner  willing  to  sacri- 
fice the  good-will,  etc.,  of  this  business  in  order  tO- 
give  his  entire  attention  to  other  interests.  "For 
Sale,"    P.    O.    Box   444. 


A^ 


DVERTISER,  lately  general  manager  for  a  well- 
known  English  cycle  concern,  is  open  to  repre- 
sent an  American  cycle  or  motor  car  firm  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland;  can  introduce  and  push  business 
amongst  the  best  agents,  and  with  a  well-made  free 
wheel  machine  will  guarantee  a  handsome  turnover; 
thoroughly  practical  and  well  recommended  by  late 
directors.     Address   W.   B.,  care  of  The  Wheel. 

A/TANUFACTURERS  of  bicycles  and  sundries, 
'^^  phonographs,  jewelry,  clocks  and  sporting  goods; 
please  send  catalogues,  together  with  trade  discounts, 
to  L.  C.  Dalton,  37  North  1st  St.,  Perth  Amboy,  N.  J. 

DINING  CABS. 

The  Nickel  Plate  Road  has  always  owned  and 
operated  their  dining  cars  and  meal  stations,  and  the 
service  has  a  reputation  for  excellence  among  the 
traveling  public.  Train  No.  3,  which  leaves  Bufifalo 
at  7.10  a.  m.  daily,  has  a  dining  car  attached,  serving 
breakfast  immediately  after  departure  from  Buffalo, 
while  luncheon  and  dinner  are  also  served  at  con- 
venient hours.  This  train  arrives  at  Chicago  at  9.15 
p.  m.,  and  makes  close  connections  with  the  fast 
trains   of  all  western  roads. 


Look  at  Your  Teeth; 

they  need  cleaning.  Tartar  Tablets  will  quickly 
remove  all  discolorations.  No  acids  or  chemi- 
cals. Harmless  and  Pleasant.  Use  ordmary 
brush.  By  mail,  25c.  Tartar  Tablet  Co.,  489  5th 
Ave.,   N.    Y.    City. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


IMPROVED   DINING   CAB   SERVICE. 

Nickel  Plate  Train  No.  3,  leaving  Buffalo  at  7.10 
a.  m.  daily,  has  a  dining  car  attached,  serving  break- 
fast immediately  after  departure  from  Buffalo.  Lun- 
cheon and  dinner  will  also  be  served  at  convenient 
hours.  The  meals  on  the  Nickel  Plate  dining  cars 
have  already  a  national  reputation  for  excellence, 
and  this  improved  service  will  no  doubt  be  appre- 
ciated bv  the  patrons  of  the  popular  Nickel  Plate 
Road. 
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SEG  TO  A.  B.  C 


Some  other  factory  items* 


Fanning  Factory  Closed. 

Chicago,  Nov.  27. — The  Fanning  factory 
has  been  closed  and  the  machinery  is  being 
moved  to  the  Featherstone  factory. 

The  "Toledo  Metal  Wheel"  Rumor. 

Concerning  a  report  that  negotiations  are  in 
progress  for  the  sale  of  the  Toledo  Metal 
Wheel  Co.'s  bicycle  business  to  the  A.  B.  C 
President  Southard  writes  from  Toledo:  "We 
have  not  yet  joined  the  A.  B.  C,  and  have  no 
intention  of  doing  so." 

Sieg  Factory  Transferred. 

Kenosha,  Wis.,  Nov.  25. — The  formal  trans- 
fer of  the  plant  of  the  Charles  H.  Sieg  Mfg. 
Co.  to  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  was  made 
to-day.  All  departments  were  at  once  shut 
down.  The  price  paid  for  the  plant  is  said 
to  be  $246,00.0.  At  the  time  of  the  sale  the 
company  had  orders  for  the  manufacture  of 
over  20,000  wheels,  which  will  probably  be 
made  in  some  other  A.  B.  C.  factory. 

Geneva  Line  About  Sold  Up. 

N.  A.  Quilling,  of  the  Euclid  Bicycle  Co., 
Cleveland,  who  has  been  calling  on  ihe  job- 
bing trade  for  the  Geneva  Cycle  Co.,  returned 
to  his  home  a  few  days  ago  somewhat  under 
the  weather.  His  trip  was  most  successful 
and  he  succeeded  in  closing  with  all  of  the 
excellent  list  of  jobbers  which  has  been  held 
by  the  Geneva  people  for  several  years.  Mr. 
Quilling  reported  the  possible  output  of  the 
Geneva  factory,  amounting  to  something  over 
20,000  wheels,  as  completely  sold  up.  Mr. 
Quilling  will  probably  take  another  trip 
through  the  West  with,  some  of  the  other 
A.  B.  C.  jobbing  lines. 


Peter  Surprised,  Colton  Disappointed. 

Toledo,  Nov.  24. — Events  occur  quickly, 
sometimes.  Alvin  Peter  did  not  know  until 
last  Saturday  that  the  Viking  machinery 
would  be  transferred.  The  intention  to  close 
the  Colton  plant  was  known  earlier. 

It  is  understood  at  the  Lozier  plant  that  an 
additional  force  will  be  put  on  as  soon  as  the 
machinery  is  put  up,  but  at  the  present  time 
the  place  has  not  more  than  the  usual  work  in 
force  at  this  time  of  the  year.  Mr.  Peter  and 
Mr.  Colton  will  not  be  connected  in  any  way 
with  the  workings  of  the  factories,  it  being 
understood-  that  they  will  drop  out  on  the 
first  of  the  year. 

Mr.  Colton  to  a  Wheel  representative 
stated  that  he  was  greatly  disappointed  at  the 
closing  of  his  factory,  and  did  not  have  any 
plans  for  the  present.  He  denied  that  he  in- 
tended to  start  a  rival  factory  to  oppose  the 
.'\.  B.  C.  It  is  possible  that  he  may  engage  in 
the  manufacture  of  invalid  chairs,  that  spe- 
cialty having  received  some  attention  from 
him  in  the  past. 

Mr.  Peter  will  attend  to  his  other  numer- 
ous business  interests,  the  estate  of  his  father, 
who  recently  died,  having  been  entrusted  to 
him. 

In  addition  to  the  changes  in  the  factories, 
it  is  now  known  that  the  Lozier  salesroom 
will  not  be  conducted  by  the  A.  B.  C.  This 
store  was  taken  care  of  by  the  organization 
when  the  Lozier  plant  was  bought,  but  it  will 
not  be  conducted  by  the  combine.  Mr. 
Swindeman  will  probably  secure  the  lease  and 
will  handle  the  wheels  made  by  the  A.  B.  C. 
E.  G.  Eager,  who  has  conducted  the  Viking 
salesroom,  will  continue  in  business,  but  will 
not  handle  wheels.  He  will  continue  his 
sporting-goods  department,  devoting  himself 
to  jobbing  only. 


THE  LOZIERS  WILL  PISH  NAPHTHA  LAINCHES. 


Toledo,  Nov.  25. — Superintendent  Burwell, 
of  the  Lozier  Company,  has  been  in  consulta- 
tion with  real  estate  men  for  the  last  few 
days  looking  over  available  sites  for  a  factory, 
and  it  is  now  rumored  that  the  Lozier  Com- 
pany will  embark  extensively  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  launches. 

When  the  plant  of  the  Lozier  Company  w;is 
sold  to  the  American   Bicycle   Co.   the  boat 


business  was  not  included  in  the  sale.  This 
was  reserved  for  the  owners  of  the  plant,  and 
Toledo  will  be  made  the  principal  point  for 
the  manufacture  of  these  launches  with  the 
improved  naphtha  engines. 

It  is  known  that  the  company  has  placed  a 
large  order  for  hulls,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
manufacturing  engines  at  the  Central  avenue 
plant.    The  business  will  be  exclusively  under 


the  control  of  H.  A.  Lozier,  and  will  probably 
be  managed  by  E.  R.  Lozier,  who  will  make 
his  residence  in  this  city. 

While  the  officers  of  the  company  are  re- 
ticent ab6ut  the  plan,  it  is  understood  that  the 
Viking  factory  will  probably  be  rented  and 
the  machinery  for  the  boat  business  moved 
there. 

Toledo,  Nov.  27. — For  some  time  indefinite 
rumors  have  been  prevalent  that  the  Lozier 
people  would  engage  in  the  manufacture  of 
naphtha  launches,  and  events  of  the  past  week 
seem  to  confirm  the  talk.  For  some  weeks 
Mr.  Burwell,  vice-president  and  general  man- 
ager of  the  Lozier  concern,  has  been,  in  a 
quiet  way,  looking  for  a  location  for  a  factory, 
and  it  is  given  out  on  good  authority  that  the 
site  of  the  new  factory  will  be  the  Viking 
building,  which  will  be  vacated  by  the  A.  B. 
C,  and  will  doubtless  be  for  sale.  This  loca- 
tion will  probably  only  be  temporary,  as  it  is 
expected  that  the  launch  business  will  soon 
outgrow  it,  and  it  is  expected  that  a  new  fac- 
tory will  then  be  built. 

While  those  who  are  directly  connected 
with  the  enterprise  will  not"  talk,  it  is  defi- 
nitely stated  that  with  the  new  year  the  new 
concern  will  be  well  under  way;  that  it  will 
consist  of  H.  A.  Lozier,  E.  R.  Lozier,  F.  M. 
Gregg;  and  that  E.  R.  Lozier  will  remove 
from  Cleveland  to  this  city  and  have  direct 
control  of  the  business. 

The  composition  of  the  concern  shows  that 
it  will  be  no  puny  affair.  The  mere  fact  that 
it  will  be  a  Lozier  concern  indicates  that  it 
will  be  pushed  to  the  limit. 

Readers  of  The  Wheel  are  aware  that  Mr. 
G.  A.  Burwell  has  some  valuable  patents  for 
naphtha  engines,  which  have  been  applied 
more  particularly  to  launches.  It  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  new  company  to  make  not  only 
launches,  but  to  manufacture  a  line  of  engines 
that  can  be  used  for  motive  power  in  various 
lines.  The  range  of  the  business  is  practicallj' 
inexhaustible.  There  is  also  a  hint  that  possi- 
bly the  automobile  business  may  figure  in  the 
work  of  the  new  company. 


The  Sales  Committee's  Policy. 

It  is  evident  that  the  policy  of  the  Sales 
Committee  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  will 
be  to  treat  all  of  the  various  lines  alike, 
strengthening  certain  machines  in  territories 
where  they  have  heretofore  been  weak  by 
placing  them  in  the  hands  of  agents  or  branch 
houses  where  they  will  be  pushed  to  the  front. 
In  Cleveland,  for  example,  the  Stearns  and 
Syracuse  wheels  have  never  been  very  promi- 
nent, because  they  have  had  indifferent  repre- 
sentation. During  the  coming  season  the  two 
machines  mentioned  will  be  in  the  hands  of 
Manager  H.   S.   Covey,  of  the   Lozier  retail 
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store,  a  concern  which  for  the  number  of 
sales  has  been  head  and  shoulders  above  com- 
petitors in  that  city.  With  the  Cleveland, 
Viking  and  Niagara  lines  also  handled  in  this 
store,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  concentration 
plan  predicted  for  this  particular  store  some 
time  ago  was  not  without  grounds. 

Another  example  of  this  policy  is  shown 
in  Chicago,  where  the  Cleveland  line  will  be 
handled  in  conjunction  with  those  sold  by 
A.  G.  Spalding  &  Bros.  The  Spalding  store 
will  be  retained  and  James  Levy,  who  is  now 
on  the  road  for  the  Lozier  people,  will  be 
given  a  prominent  position.  Levy  has  been 
in  charge  of  a  Lozier  distributing  depot  in 
Chicago  during  the  past  year;  not  a  branch 
store  as  has  been  generally  supposed. 

Chicago,  Nov.  25. — ^In  this  city  the  Cleve- 
land, Spalding,  Columbia  and  Imperial  lines 
are  to  be  grouped  in  one  store.  It  is  hoped, 
no  doubt,  that  the  strong  individuality  of 
each  will  prevent  its  being  obscured  by  the 
others.  The  result  of  this  all-star  experiment 
will  be  watched  earnestly.  The  Spalding 
store  at  132  Wabash  avenue  will  be  used,  and 
it  is  said  James  Levy,  formerly  manager  of 
the  Cleveland  branch,  will  have  charge. 

The  New  Selling  Department  System. 

A  circular  issued  by  E.  C.  Stearns  &  Co. 
to  Stearns,  Barnes  and  Syracuse  agents  con- 
tains some  useful  instructions  in  regard  to 
ordering  goods,  making  remittances,  etc.  A 
portion  of  the  circular  follows: 

"From  the  office  of  the  selling  department 
of  the  E.  C.  Stearns  &  Co.  division  of  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.  will  be  conducted  all 
matters  relating  to  the  selling  of  Stearns, 
Barnes  and  Syracuse  bicycles — the  quoting  of 
prices,  appointing  of  agents,  fixing  of  credits, 
making  collections,  attending  to  the  making 
of  repairs,  shipping  of  sundries  and  parts, 
also  the  preparation  and  distribution  of  adver- 
tising matter  and  catalogues — in  brief,  all 
commercial  matters  not  directly  connected 
with  the  manufacturing  of  the  goods. 

"Your  correspondence  hereafter  and  your 
orders,  either  for  complete  bicycles,  parts  or 
repairs,  should  all  be  directed  to  E.  C.  Stearns 
&  Co.,  Division  of  American  Bicycle  Co., 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  and  in  the  lower  left-hand 
corner  of  the  envelope  designate  the  line  of 
bicycles  the  correspondence  relates  to,  as 
'Stearns,'  'Barnes,'  or  'Syracuse.' 

"All  Stearns,  Barnes  and  Syracuse  bicycles, 
and  parts  or  repairs  for  same,  will  hereafter 
be  invoiced  from  this  Division,  and  remittances 
for  said  invoices  should  he  made  direct  to  this 
Division,  making  drafts  or  checks  payable  to 
E.  C.  Stearns  &  Co.,  Division  of  American 
Bicycle  Co. 

A.  B.  C.  and  Hardware  Jobbers. 

That  concerns  in  the  American  Bicycle  Co. 
have  made  desirable  contracts  with  jobbers 
is  well  known,  and  the  frequency  and  size  of 
the  deals  is  productive  of  pleasing  thrills 
among  the  workers  at  A.  B.  C.  headquarters. 
At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  National  Hard- 
ware Association,  at  Pittsburg,  the  secretary 
reported  upon  the  relations  established  with 
various  combinations.  He  referred  to  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.  as  follows: 

"This  organization  has  but  recently  been 
formed.  We  have  had  two  extensive  confer- 
ences with  them.  The  conditions  which  have 
been  prevailing,  and  indeed  those  which  are 


now  prevailing,  are  of  a  peculiar  nature,  and 
require  handling  in  an  entirely  different  man- 
ner than  those  of  ordinary  lines  of  goods. 
This  organization  has  shown  a  decided  incli- 
nation to  confer  with  us,  and  we  hope  that 
such  members  of  our  Association  as  deal  in 
bicycles  will  receive  fair  treatment  at'  the 
hands  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co." 

A.  B.  C.  Sample  Room. 

As  the  visitor  to  A.  B.  C.  headquarters  steps 
from  the  elevator,  these  features  strike  his 
eye:  The  information  clerk,  the  telephone-ex- 
change boy,  a  seated  row  of  waiting  visitors, 
and  the  open  sample-room,  which  is  already 
filled  with  such  new  models  as  have  arrived 
from  various  factories. 

Schaaf  Visits  Cleveland. 

Cleveland,  Nov.  27.— Albert  Schaaf,  for- 
merly manager  of  the  Boston  G.  &  J.  branch 
and  now  on  the  Sales  Committee  of  the  Amer- 
ican Bicycle  Co.,  was  in  Cleveland  last  week 
arranging  some  important  business  with 
branches  of  the  company  in  this  city. 

"  Send  in  Your  Name,  Please." 

For  the  mutual  convenience  of  A.  B.  C. 
workers  and  visitors,  and  doubtless,  also,  for 
protection  against  undesirable  callers,  there 
has  been  installed  in  the  twenty-second  floor 
corridor  of  the  Park  Row  Building  an  infor- 
mation clerk  of  color  and  suavity,  whose  duty 


it  is  to  place  the  visitor's  name,  nature  of 
business,  etc.,  upon  a  card,  which  is  sent  to 
the  room  designated.  Sometimes  you  see 
your  man.  Sometimes  you  don't.  It  de- 
pends. 

A  Canadian  Advantage. 

In  speaking  of  the  company  organized  in 
Canada  to  represent  A.  B.  C.  interests  in  that 
country.  President  Spalding  said  the  other 
day: 

"The  Canadian  company  will  be  in  a  very 
much  better  position  to  reach  other  British 
markets  than  the  American  company  is,  for 
sentimental  and  other  reasons,  and  they  are  to 
occupy  all  of  that  field  they  can  possibly  get. 
We  are  expecting  a  great  deal  of  the  export 
business  of  the  Canadian  company." 


Montgomery  Ward  Contract  Still  Pending. 

Chicago,  Nov.  25, — Up  to  this  writing  the 
fat  Montgomery  Ward  contract  has  not  been 
given  to  any  bicycle  manufacturer,  although 
it  was  recently  understood  that  an  A.  B.  C. 
concern  had  secured  it. 


IMerseles  Joins  the  Hardware  Club. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  governors  of 
the  well-known  Hardware  Club,  New  York, 
they  elected  to  membership  Theodore  F. 
Merseles,  third  vice-president  of  the  A.  B.  C. 


FOR  AND  ABOIT  TRAVELING  SALESMEN. 


The  Featherstone  Travelers. 

Next  Saturday,  probably,  will  see  seven  of 
the  eastern  travelers  of  the  Featherstone- 
Black-Buffalo  Cycle  group  start  out.  Man- 
ager Rueschaw  has  had  them  preparing  their 
routes  this  week.  The  old  employes  and 
their  territories  are:  E.  W.  Sturtevant,  west- 
ern Massachusetts  and  Vermont;  C.  H. 
Thwing,  eastern  Massachusetts  and  New 
Hampshire;  W.  G.  Houck,  New  York  State, 
east  and  north;  F.  R.  Bennett,  New  York 
State,  west  and  south.  The  new  men:  J.  H. 
Toole,  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island;  B.  A. 
Edgar,  Pennsylvania;  R.  N.  Martin,  South. 

Foreign  Traveler  Available. 

Any  concern  desiring  to  employ  a  first- 
class  traveler  in  Europe  can  get  into  com- 
munication  with   such   a   man  by   addressing 


Roman,  care  The  Wheel.  This  gentleman 
is  a  German.  He  speaks  French  and  English 
fluently,  and  has  just  severed  a  connection  in 
which  he  made  a  fine  record. 

One  Traveler  Wanted. 

A  big  first-class  concern  desires  to  add 
to  its  force  a  salesman  to  travel  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, New  Jersey,  New  York  and  Connecti- 
cut. Applications  addressed  to  X.  M.  O., 
care  The  Wheel,  will  be  forwarded.  State 
experience,  references  and  salary  expected. 

Two  Travelers  Wanted. 

The  Wheel  learns  of  a  strong  A.  B.  C.  bi- 
cycle concern  which  desires  two  additional 
travelers — one  for  the  Virginias,  one  for  New 
England.  Applications  addressed  to  Xylox, 
care  The  Wheel,  will  be  promptly  forwarded. 


SOME  "OITSIDERS"  TAKE  SHOW  SPACE. 


The  names  of  four  bicycle  concerns  have 
been  added  to  the  Madison  Square  Show  list: 
Eclipse  Bicycle  Co.,  Elmira,  N.  Y. ;  McKee 
&  Harrington,  New  York;  L.  C.  Jandorf, 
New  York;  Willis's  Park  Row  Cycle  Co.,  New 
York.  Spaces  have  also  been  taken  by  the 
Diamond  Rubber  Co.,  Akron;  Hartford  Rub- 
ber Works  Co.,  Hartford;  American  Roller- 
Bearing  Co.,  Philadelphia. 

In  the  automobile  section  four  more  con- 
cerns have  taken  space:  Foster  &  Co.,  Roch- 
ester, N.  Y. ;  Loomis  Automobile  Co.,  West- 
field,  Mass.;  Riker  Electric  Vehicle  Co., 
Brooklyn;  A.  D.  Cummer,  Philadelphia. 

In  all  there  are  247  spaces,  177  of  them  be- 
ing on  the  main  floor.  The  American  Bicycle 
Co.  has  taken  all  but  15  of  the  main  floor 
spaces. 


Owing  to  the  large  number  of  applicants 
for  space  to  exhibit  various  lines  of  goods, 
the  management  of  the  show  has  decided  to 
have  only  bicycles  and  horseless  vehicles  on 
the  main  floor  of  the  big  amphitheatre.  Every- 
tliing  in  connection  with  the  product,  such  as 
carriage  bodies,  gears,  wheels  and  bearings, 
will  be  shown  in  the  booths  of  the  first  gal- 
lerj'.  A  number  of  early  applicants  have  se- 
cured space  on  the  main  floor,  but  as  the 
A.  B.  C.  had  taken  most  of  the  booths,  it 
will  be  seen  that  there  is  but  little  space  re- 
maining. There  will  be  247  spaces  in  the  entire 
show,  which  is  expected  to  be  even  a  greater 
success  than  previous  affairs  of  this  kind,  and 
that  is  saying  a  great  deal,  as  any  of  the  thou- 
sands who  have  attended  the  oilier  successful 
shows  in  the  garden  know. 
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"  RUBBER  GOODS  "  TIRE 

MAKERS  HAVE  A  TALK. 


For  the  first  time  a  general  meeting  of  the 
heads  of  the  various  tire-making  and  other 
concerns  recently  taken  into  the  Rubber 
Goods  Mfg.  Co.  was  held  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday  in  the  offices  of  Ivins,  Kidder  & 
Melcher.  Mr.  Ivins  is  the  individual  legal 
light  of  the  Rubber  Goods  Co.  Among  the 
subjects  discussed  were  the  tire  policy  for  the 
new  season,  selection  of  factories  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  certain  tires,  tires  to  be  dropped, 
etc  F.  W.  Morgan,  of  Morgan  &  Wright, 
occupies  a  sort  of  Dutch  uncle  relationship 
to  Mr.  Flint  and  other  Rubber  Goods  lead- 
ers, and  was  prominent  in  Monday  and  Tues- 
day's pow-wows.  To  a  Wheel  man  he  said: 
"Nothing  transpired  at  these  meetings  which 
could  legitimately  be  stated  in  detail  for  gen- 
eral publication.  Nothing  was  done  which 
will  radically  affect  the  cycle  trade.  The 
meetings  will,  of  course,  be  effective  upon  the 
trade  in  the  sense  that  any  business 
meeting,  in  which  general  working  policy  is 
decided,  is  effective.  The  meetings  have  been 
chiefly  effective  in  enabling  the  different 
workers  in  the  organization  to  meet  and  get 
well  acquainted  with  each  other." 

As  The  Wheel  has  previously  stated,  the 
G.  &  J.  tire  will  doubtless  be  manufactured 
in  the  factory  of  the  Mechanical  Fabric  Co., 
Providence,  and  later,  probably,  in  the  Na- 
tional  India   Rubber  plant,   at   Bristol.    The 


same  applies  to  the  Dunlop,  except  that  per- 
haps no  arrangement  has  been  made  to  wipe 
out  the  Dunlop  plant  in  Belleville,  N.  J.  This 
plant  has  simply  assembled  tires,  parts  being 
shipped  there  from  the  Mechanical  Fabric 
factory,  and  as  the  Belleville  plant  has  profit- 
ed under  Kirk  Brown's  management  there  is 
no  obvious  reason  for  its  discontinuance  ex- 
cept that  the  principle  of  concentration  might 
be  practiced  a  bit  further  with  correspond- 
ing profit. 

Possibly  it  was  decided,  or  will  be,  that 
Morgan  &  Wright  shall  discontinue  the  man- 
ufacture of  high  grade  single-tube  tires,  and 
that  the  Hartford  Rubber  Works  shall  turn 
out  all  such  tires.  Such  policy  would  also 
logically  indicate  the  closing  of  all  or  parts 
of  other  factories  which  have  heretofore  made 
high  grade  single-tubes.  It  was  reported  last 
week,  in  fact,  that  no  more  pneumatic  tires 
would  be  made  in  the  Peoria  Rubber  &  Mfg. 
Co.  plant,  but  that  it  would  be  used  for  me- 
chanical rubber  goods. 

It  can  safely  be  surmised  that  there  will  be 
no  decrease  in  the  price  of  tires  made  by  the 
Rubber  Goods  Co.  factories.  In  fact,  one  of 
the  leading  members  of  the  company  said  on 
Tuesday  that  he  did  not  see  how  a  certain  in- 
dependent tire  manufacturing  concern  could 
long  survive  if  it  persisted  in  its  present  sell- 
ing prices  on  cheap  single-tubes. 


Tillinghast  Tire  Association  Meets. 

A  meeting  of  the  Tillinghast  Tire  Associa- 
tion was  held  at  the  Imperial  Hotel,  New 
York  City,  last  Friday.  The  old  board  of 
officers  was  re-elected.  There  was  an  infor- 
mal discussion  as  to  what  was  bedrock  in  the 
cost  of  manufacture  and  price  of  tires,  etc. 
A  dinner  followed.  There  were  present  Col. 
Dodge,  president;  Kirk  Brown,  of  the  Dun- 
lop Company,  secretary;  George  F.  Hodg- 
man,  of  the  Hodgman  Rubber  Co.,  treasurer; 
Mr.  Darling,  of  the  Boston  Woven  Hose; 
Messrs.  Carson  and  Work,  of  the  B.  F.  Good- 
rich Company;  William  T.  Baird,  New  York 
Belting  and  Packing  and  Mechanical  Rubber; 
William  P.  Hardy,  president  of  the  Diamond 
Rubber  Co.;  A.  L.  Kelly,  president  of  the 
Mechanical  Fabric  Co.;  L.  D.  Parker,  presi- 
dent Hartford  Rubber  Works  Co.;  J.  A.  Blau- 
rock,  International  Automobile  and  Vehicle 
Tire  Co.  and  Newton  Rubber  Works. 


decision  was  rendered.  Nevertheless,  he  is 
pleased  with  his  new  associates,  with  whom 
he  has  cooperated  in  merging  the  Tillinghast 
Tire  Association  interests  into  the  new  Single 
Tube  Automobile  &  Bicycle  Tire  Co.  But 
Col.  Dodge  says  he  remains  the  sole  and  ab- 
solute owner  of  the  Tillinghast  single-tube 
tire  patent. 

Another  Diamond  Rubber  Rumor. 

Messrs.  Hardy  and  Miller,  of  the  Diamond 
Rubber  Co.,  Akron,  were  in  New  York  early 
this  week  and  met  Mr.  Ivins,  the'  Rubber 
Goods  lawyer.  This  resulted  in  a  renewal 
of  the  rumor  that  Rubber  Goods  would  buy 
in  the  Diamond  Company.  It  is  probable, 
however,  that  the  rumor  is  not  true,  and  that 
the  difference  between  the  price  the  would-be 
buyers  would  pay  and  the  price  that  would 
buy  is  still  too  great  to  result  in  a  deal. 


Col.  Dodge  Owns  It,  Sure  Enough. 

In  a  talk  with  The  Wheel,  last  week.  Col. 
Theodore  A.  Dodge  once  more  made  clear 
his  desire  to  have  it  known  that  he  is  the  sole 
owner  of  the  Tillinghast  tire  patent,  although 
others  have  a  financial  interest  in  what  was 
the  Tillinghast  Tire  Association,  which  was 
formed  with  Col.  Dodge's  possession  of  the 
patent  as  a  basis.  It  is  learned  that  Col. 
Pope,  as  a  member  of  the  Tillinghast  Tire 
Association,  sold  his  rights  to  the  Rubber 
Goods  Co.,  and  that  the  latter  also  quietly 
bought  up  the  holdings  of  others  in  the  As- 
■  sociation,  previous  to  the  recent  decision.  It 
'.  appears  that  these  developments  were  un- 
known to  Col.  Dodge  himself  until  after  the 


The  Straus  Tire  Patent. 

Alex.  Straus,  of  the  Straus  Tire  Co.,  New 
York,  has  a  single  tube  tire  patent  which  he 
says  does  not  infringe  upon  the  Tillinghast 
patent.  He  informed  The  Wheel  on  Tues- 
day that  he  contemplates  licensing  tire  manu- 
facturers to  operate  under  it.  He  claims  that 
for  automobiles  his  tire  is  the  only  one  that 
will  give  satisfactory  service. 


No  More  "  Peoria  Rubber"  Wheels. 

Peoria,  Nov.  25. — No  more  bicycles  of  the 
Peoria  Rubber  and  Mfg.  Co.  will  be  made  at 
the  factory.  It  has  been  decided  upon  by  the 
A.  B.  C.  to  ship  all  the  bicycle  machinery  in 
the  plant  to  the  other  factories  in  the  com- 
bine and  replace  it  with  rubber  machinery. 


The  plant  will  be  devoted  to  the  manufacture 
of  hard  and  soft  rubber  goods  used  in  the 

bicycle  business,  and  will  give  employment 
to  a  much  larger  number  of  men  than  at 
present. 

A.  B.  C.  Securities. 

A  further  decrease  in  the  bidding  price  for 
A.  B.  C.  securities  has  occurred.  The  essen- 
tial figures  follow: 

BONDS. 

Bid.  Asked. 

Tuesday,  Nov.  21 90  91 

Tuesday,   Nov.  28 90  91 

PREFERRED. 

Tuesday,  Nov.  21 62  65 

Tuesday,   Nov.  28... 60  65 

COMMON. 

Tuesday,  Nov,  21 22    25 

Tuesday,  Nov.  28 20    25 


A  Denial  by  Cole. 

The  G.  W.  Cole  Co.,  manufacturer  of  the 
famous  "Three  in  One"  lubricant  and  other 
specialties,  emphatically  deny  the  statement 
printed  in  a  western  cycling  publication  to 
the  effect  that  a  suit  has\  been  instituted 
against  the  company  on  the  Duryea  Tire 
Fluid  patent.  The  company  further  states 
that  they  will  protect  every  jobber  and 
dealer  in  cataloguing  and  selling  Cole's  Stop 
Leak  Tire  Fluid. 


Big  Independent  Material  Order. 

The  Wisconsin  Wheel  Works,  of  Racine, 
Wis.,  formerly  known  as  the  Beebe  Mfg.  Co., 
has  never  been  considered  one  of  the  leading 
concerns  in  the  country,  but  judging  from 
the  size  of  an  order  for  material  recently  ac- 
cepted from  this  concern  by  a  Cleveland 
house  the  Wisconsin  people  are  bent  on  play- 
ing an  important  position  on  the  independent 
side  of  the  game. 

Want  Ten  Bicycles. 

Louisville,  Nov.  25. — A  suit  of  the  Indiana 
Bicycle  Co.  against  Constable  Joseph  L. 
Flynn  and  Deputy  Constable  D.  T.  Keegan 
has  been  begun  in  the  law  and  equity  court 
here.  The  Indiana  Bicycle  Co.  seek  to  re- 
cover possession  of  10  wheels  held  by  the  con- 
stables on  an  execution  against  R.  F.  Max- 
well, to  whom  the  wheels  had  been  consigned. 
The  execution  against  Maxwell  was  secured 
on  a  judgment  for  rent. 


A  Peter  Gendron  Rumor. 

It  is  reported  in  Toledo  that  Peter  Gen- 
dron, who  in  the  old  days  was  one  of  the  best 
known  cycle  manufacturers,  contemplates  re- 
entering the  field. 

Toledo,  Nov.  29. — There  is  nothing  in  the 
Gendron  bicycle  story  at  present. 


"Milwaukee  Factory"  Hereafter. 

Milwaukee,  Nov.  27. — The  former  plants  of 
A.  D.  Meiselbach,  Milwaukee  Mfg.  Co.  and 
Milwaukee  Engineering  Co.,  which  were  late- 
ly consolidated,  will  henceforth  be  known  as 
Milwaukee  factory  of  the  A.  B.  C,  and 
changes  are  being  made  accordingly. 


J.  Davol,  of  the  Davol  Rubber  Co.,  Prov- 
idence, was  here  a  few  days  ago.  This  com- 
pany first  manufactured  the  Tillinghast  tire. 
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we    make, 
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to  show  you  that  we  are 

RIGHT   IN    LINE    FOR   ANYTHING 
YOU    MAY   WANT. 


The  Quality  and  Price  are  Guaranteed. 
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THANKSGIVING. 

HE  gets  the  best  out  of  life  who  doesn't  criticise  it  too 
much.  Let  him  take  things  as  they  come,  thoughtless 
of  the  evil  in  them,  as  far  as  may  be,  and  multiply  the  bless- 
ings even  if  they  come  through  tribulation. 

Let  him  not  kick,  but  reflect  that  the  world  is  managed 
for  others  as  well  as  for  himself.  It's  an  ill  wind  that  blows 
nobody  good,  and  the  right  to  personal  prosperity  to  the 
sacrifice  of  others  belongs  to  no  man. 

It  is  good  philosophy  to  draw  sunbeams  from  misfortune 
— for  otherwise  what  comfort  has  any  individual?  It  seems 
a  hateful  orthodoxy  to  praise  God  for  trouble,  but  it  is  better 
than  to  cry  out  against  the  east  wind  and  howl  against  the 
universe.    Perhaps  things  ought  to  be,  but  things  are. 

Put  up  your  face  to  the  morning  and  think  how  its  rosy 
light  has  shone  through  the  ages  over  every  battlefield  and 
every  sorrow. 


•»«..««  ..•»•« 


A  CENSIS  SIGGESTION. 


THE  time  is  late  to  in  any  way  change  the  arrangements 
for  next  year's  national  census-taking,  but  there  is  oppor- 
tunity for  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  and  others  in  the  trade, 
now  or  hereafter,  to  bring  direct  and  indirect  pressure  upon 
the  Census  Office  that  will  result  in  accurate  data  showing  the 
total  number  and  distribution  of  bicycles.  There  is  to  be  a 
house-to-house  canvass,  and)  surely  bicycle  ownership  would 
not  be  of  less  value  than  some  of  the  other  questions  that  resi- 
dents will  be  required  to  answer.  True,  anyone  intimately 
familiar  with  the  history  of  the  cycle  trade  can  in  a  few  min- 
utes roughly  estimate  the  total  number  of  wheels  manufactured 
since  the  beginning  of  the  industry,  but  the  distribution  would 
be  a  far  different  problem.     No  doubt  such  data,  secured  by 


the  census-takers,  would  show  that  many  localities  having  a 
scarcity  of  bicycles  could  have  them,  and  other  adjuncts  of 
civilization,  if  they  could  be  awakened  to  the  importance  of 
better  roads.  Useful  agitation  might  follow  the  development 
of  the  fact.  In  France,  bicycles  are  taxed  by  the  central  gov- 
ernment, and  in  that  way  the  number  and  distribution  of  ma- 
chines is  known  accurately. 


THE  NEW  GHOST. 


THE  bugaboo  of  a  decade  ago  was  the  bicycle.  It  fright- 
ened the  horse,  it  threatened  to  deplete  the  profits  of  the 
horse's  master.  It  was  rough  on  the  horse,  was  rough  on  its 
master;  but  the  bicycle  arrived  all  right. 

The  new  ghost  is  the  automobile.  Efforts  are  being  made  to 
keep  it  out  of  various  parks,  and  to  apply  to  it  prejudicial  legis- 
lation. The  automobile,  however,  will  even  be  a  worse  buga- 
boo than  the  bicycle  ever  was.  It  will  make  a  big  drive  against 
the  livery-stable  man's  accounts.  The  livery-stable  man  is  prin- 
cipally valuable  because  he  gives  shelter  for  the  noxious  horse, 
and  also  supplies  the  very  varied  valeting  which  even  the 
cheapest  form  of  animal  requires.  The  automobile,  however, 
is  clean  and  without  needs  or  conscience.  It  can  very  easily  be 
put  up  at  the  ordinary  country  house,  without  any  of  the  draw- 
backs of  the  stable,  either  as  to  feed  or  odor. 

As  with  the  bicycle,  so  with  the  automobile.  The  latter  will 
come  on,  but  only  faster,  because  we  are  living  in  more 
nervous  days. 

A  GOOD  ENGLISH  IDEA. 


THE  National  Cyclists'  Union,  which  governs  racing  and  in 
other  ways  works  for  the  good  of  cycling  in  England, 
has  so  far  succeeded  in  granting  accident  insurance  to  its  mem- 
bers. This  privilege  led  to  a  considerable  increase  in  member- 
ship last  year,  and  the  "Cyclist"  says  that  over  twenty  claims 
for  injury,  happily  none  for  death,  were  settled  without  any 
sort  of  quibble.  The  League  of  American  Wheelmen  has  tried 
"booms,"  and  suffered  thereby.  It  has  many  merits  which 
have  been  insufficiently  exploited  by  the  powers  that  be  and 
have  been.  It  would,  by  the  present  system,  probably  fail  in 
an  effort  to  catch  members  by  offering  accident  insurance  as  a 
^bait.  No  bait  works  when  the  fisherman  is  shaky.  But,  if  con- 
ditions were  thus  and  so,  or  could  be  made  so,  in  the  L.  A.  W., 
the  insurance  idea  would  be  legitimate,  reasonable  and  profit- 
able to  organization  and  individual.  Among  other  things,  it 
would  give  the  L.  A.  W.  a  fund  which  would  enable  it  to 
organize  practical  side-path  construction  and  highway  im- 
provement everywhere.  The  good-roads  workers  must  have 
money  or  they  will  not  work. 


THE  CASH  DISCOINT. 


SOME  time  ago  we  spoke  of  a  growing  tendency,  among 
manufacturers  powerful  enough  to  do  so,  to  shorten 
terms  of  credit  and  at  the  same  time  wipe  out  the  cash  discount. 
In  the  hardware  business,  the  desire  of  many  manufacturers  is 
to  collect  cash  in  thirty  days,  and  they  will  in  many  instances 
apply  this  rule  to  jobbers.  The  hardware  jobbers,  however, 
are  not  unanimous  in  believing  the  innovation  to  be  possible, 
and  at  the  recent  meeting,  in  Pittsburg,  of  the  National  Hard- 
ware Association,  the  idea  was  opposed.  Manufacturers  claim 
that  the  ten-day  cash  discount  must  be  considered  as  bank 
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interest,  and  that  in  allowing  it  the  manufacturer  or  merchant 
must  add  it  to  his  original  cost  price.  They  believe,  too,  that 
discounting  of  bills  is  not  the  only  way  that  a  customer's  in- 
tegrity can  be  established.  Jobbers  of  shelf  hardware,  present 
at  Pittsburg,  could  not  get  themselves  to  join  in  the  move- 
ment. Such  is  conservatism.  But  the  plan  of  shorter  credit 
is  gaining  strength,  and  is  more  likely  to  continue  growing 
than  it  is  to  diminish.  Its  development  in  foreign  trade  will  be 
much  slower  than  here  at  home. 


RECENTLY  we  recorded  the  decision  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  file  in  the  Efihciency  Bureau  the  portraits  of  all 
commissioned  officers,  as  data  in  considering  promotions.  We 
used  the  fact  in  venturing  the  opinion  that  the  use  of  photo- 
graphs in  employing  new  help  was  not  as  bad  as  it  has  been 
painted.  Is  this  not  also  true  with  regard  to  a  firm's  advertise- 
ment of  its  goods  and  itself?  Most  concerns  which  have  used 
the  idea  have  done  so  vulgarly,  it  is  true.  But  it  cannot  be 
denied  that,  once  a  dealer  is  convinced  of  the  quality  of  a 
manufacturer's  goods,  his  loyalty  as  a  customer  is  increased 
by  closer  personal  knowledge  of  the  manufacturer  or  his  em- 
ployes. A  big  Michigan  jobber  of  grocers'  goods  recently 
devoted  a  full-page  trade  journal  advertisement  to  the  por- 
traits of  his  staflf — salesmen,  manager,  bookkeeper,  shipping 
clerk,  head  stenographer,  and  so  on.  In  spite  of  any  preju- 
dice one  might  have  in  the  matter,  we  can  see  that  these  por- 
traits, every  one  showing  a  pleasing  personality,  must  impress 
the  customer  or  prospective  customer  favorably. 

•     *     • 

IF  it  is  a  poor  rule  that  will  not  work  both  ways,  it  is  a 
mighty  poor  one  that  works  the  wrong  way.  We  sug- 
gest to  Canadians  interested  in  keeping  out  American  com- 
petition that  their  excessive  import  duties,  intended  to  restrict 
the  invasion  of  U.  S.  commerce,  do  not  restrict.  Not  that 
there  is  any  visible  remedy.  There  might  be  some  advantage 
in  largely  reducing  the  duty  so  as  to  induce  Americans  to 
keep  their  factories  in  the  United  States.  Then,  again,  there 
might  not  be.  An  increase  in  Canadian  manufacturing  and 
commercial  ability  might  do  the  trick.  But  that  is  an  invisi- 
ble and  improbable  remedy.  It  must  be  saddening  to  oUr 
Canadian  friends  to  see  their  restrictive  efforts  rewarded  by 
the  establishment,  in  Toronto,  of  bicycle  factories,  handle-bar 
plants,  etc.,  all  of  which  would  probably  not  have  occurred  if 
the  import  duties  were  lower. 

«     •     • 

Mr.  Bromley,  of  the  bicycle  trust,  was  in  town  the  other  day  and 
shortly  after  his  arrival  fourteen  men  were  laid  off  in  the  Lozier  fac- 
tory. 

FROM  a  Toledo  newspaper  of  anti-trust  tendencies,  which 
evidently  intends  to  spare  no  effort  to  show  the  true  ani- 
mus of  Mr.  Bromley's  tour.  If  this  is  the  way  monopolistic 
traveling  expenses  are  to  be  counterbalanced^if  Mr.  Bromley 
intends  to  develop  economies  on  each  of  his  trips  to  Toledo  by 
discharging  fourteen  men,  an  office  boy  and  a  yellow  dog,  the 
baleful  purpose  of  all  trusts  will  be  revealed,  the  labor  vote 
will  be  hurled  against  them  and  the  A.  B.  C.  will  be  a  "dead 

one."  ,       ,  , 

•     •     • 

A  YOUNG  woman,  apparently  possessed  of  those  material 
things  which  make  life  pleasurable,  took  a  bicycle  ride 
on  Fifth  avenue  in  the  early  evening.  Descending  Murray  Hill 
she  lost  control  of  her  wheel,  crashed  into  a  wagon,  and  struck 
her  head  on  one  of  the  wagon  hubs.  An  ambulance  physician 
came,  but  she  was  dead.     Assuming  that  her  life  was  worth 


continuing,  what  a  pity  to  waste  it.  Many  riders  do  not  care 
for  the  old-fashioned  brake,  arguing  that  it  lumbers  up  the 
machine.  But  that  objection  cannot  lodge  against  the  coaster- 
brake,  and  we  hope  that  every  dealer  who  sells  a  machine  to  a 
young  woman  hereafter — or  to  anybody,  for  that  matter — will 

recommend  it. 

«     «     * 

WE  are  very  glad  to  reprint,  in  this  issue,  an  article  from 
the  "Cycle  Trader,'',  of  London,  which  will  be  of  value 
to  every  cycle  dealer  who  wishes  to  succeed,  or,  rather,  who 
wishes  to  avoid  bankruptcy.  In  England  the  trade  journalist 
has  certain  advantages  in  making  a  close  study  of  retail  condi- 
tions, owing  to  the  compactness  of  the  country,  as  well  as  the 
age  of  the  business,  and  it  seems  to  us  that  the  article  we  reprint 

is  based  upon  accurate  observation.      

""         ■  *     *     ♦ 

DEALERS  should  not  neglect  to  convince  critical  custom- 
ers that  as  far  as  their  tires  are  concerned  they  should  be 
thankful  that  prices  are  not  higher  and  quality  poorer.  When 
crude  rubber,  already  high,  jumps  up  five  cents  a  pound  in  one 
day,  as  it  did  recently,  and  with  the  demand  for  various  pur- 
poses greatly  enlarged,  and  the  upper  Amazon  rubber  districts 
fiooded,  the  position  of  the  tire  maker  who  is  not  in  the  busi- 
ness for  fun  is  an  interesting  one. 

*  *     * 

IT  is  just  possible  that  some  of  the  factories  which  are 
being  closed,  and  some  that  are  being  subordinated  to 
others,  would  be  too  big  to  be  shoved  under  if  their 
products  had  been  more  vigorously  advertised.  Accident  sel- 
dom pushes  up  the  concern  or  man  determined  to  sing  small. 

*  •     • 

ARE  your  travelers  out?  Have  you  begun  your  advertising 
for  the  new  season?  Others  are  taking  orders  consider- 
ably earlier  and  in  excess  of  last  year.  The  sleepers  and  dream- 
ers of  now  will  be  "dead  ones"  when  the  leaves  turn  brown 

again. 

*  *     * 

CONSIDERABLE  discussion  was  created  by  a  reprinted 
article  on  "The  Big  Head,"  in  a  recent  issue  of  The 
Wheel.  Various  friends  profess  to  know  that  it  applied  to  cer- 
tain individuals  in  the  cycle  trade.    Well,  perhaps  it  did. 


Fred  Gerlach,  of  Chicago,  who  is  chairman  of  the  L.  A.  W.  Racing 
Board,  says  that  racing  will  be  conducted  by  the  latter  association 
next  year  as  usual. — New  York  Sun. 


A 


S  usual?    Alas! 


LADYSMITH  has  a  cycling  club,  but  runs  are  temporarily 
suspended,  owing  to  the  size  and  frequency  of  the  punc- 
tures which  are  being  boered  into  the  local  geography. 

•     •     * 

WITH    concerns    like  the  Pope  Mfg.   Co.   marketing  a 
coaster-brake  chainless  bicycle,  the  coaster-brake  idea 
receives  the  strongest  possible  recommendation. 


MEANTIME,  England's  leading  tire  company  continues 
the  use  of  a  record-breaking  team  for  advertising  pur- 
poses.   But  the  wages  are  low. 


SELECTING  your  agent  for  next  season  should  be  some- 
thing more  careful  than  merely  picking  up  those  who 
have  been  dropped  by  others. 
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I  COSTS  $7  A  BICYCLE  J 


It  costs  a  bicycle  dealer  not  less 
than  $7  to  sell  each  bicycle**^  ^ 
Figure  it  out  for  yourself,  ^^t^e 


My  Store  rent  is 
My  Living  expenses 

Help 

Light 

Heat 

Insurance     . 

Advertising 

Incidentals   . 


$- 


Total, 


$- 


Divide  the  total  by  number  of  machines  retailed  during  the  year  and  you 

have  your  overhead  expenses  per  bicycle. 

$25  Bicycles  Should  Cost  You  $15,  Complete. 


Now  if  you  think  you  can  afford  to  sell 
bicycles  and  pay  more  than  ^  1 5  ^^^  them,  com- 
plete, you  are  simply  sacrificing  yourself  for  some 
one^s  else  greed  for  profit.  ^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Anyone  can  make  cheap  bicycles,  but  it  is  only  upon 

standard  bicycles  of  good  reputation  that  an  agent  can  build  up  a 
lucrative  business  and  prosper.  Cheap,  trashy  machines  and  the 
agents  who  have  made  a  specialty  of  handling  them  are  rapidly 
disappearing  from  the  market. 


u 


We  Invite  Criticism 
and  Correspondence. 


THE  EAGLE  BICYCLE  HFC.  CO., 

TORRINGTON,  CONN. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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The  Changed  Conditions, 


A  TALK  BY  J.  A.  CARTER. 


A  FEATURE  of  the  recent  meeting  of  the 
fifth  annual  convention  of  the  National 
Hardware  Association,  in  Pittsburg,  was  a 
series  of  talks  on  the  subject  of  "The  Changed 
Conditions;  Are  They  Likely  to  Be  Perma- 
nent?" The  talks  had  particular  reference  to 
the  tendency  toward  combination  or  capital 
in  manufacturing.  Mr.  J.  A.  Carter,  formerly 
of  the  Geneva  Cycle  Co.,  and  now  in  charge 
of  the  Jobbing  Sales  Department  of  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.,  spoke  as  follows: 

"The  greatest  problem  of  human  life  is,  Af- 
ter death,  what?  For  ages  this  problem  has 
confronted  mankind,  and  as  yet  no  man  has 
been  able  to  satisfactorily  solve  it.  So  in  the 
business  world  for  the  past  50  years,  in  fact, 
ever  since  this  country  has  been  making 
rapid  strides  in  development,  demonstrating 
to  the  world  that  we  are  fast  becoming  the 
greatest  producing  country  of  the  age,  both 
in  agriculture,  mining  and  manufacturing,  the 
question  ever  uppermost  in  the  minds  of  the 
manufacturer  and  merchant  is,  Are  present 
business  conditions  likely  to  continue?  And 
it  matters  not  whether  the  times  are  good  or 
bad,  the  same  question  is  ever  in  his  mind. 
If  good,  he  wants  to  know  so  as  to  take  the 
largest  possible  advantage  of  an  advancing 
market.  If  bad,  he  is  equally  anxious  to 
know  so  he  may  time  his  sales  to  meet  the 
depressed  condition.  This  world  is  full,  and 
always  will  be  full,  of  people  of  pessimistic 
ideas;  always  depressed;  always  looking  upon 
the  dark  side;  always  fearing  some  dire  ca- 
lamity. 

"On  the  other  hand,  the  one  thing  that  has 
been  the  main  influence  in  bringing  our  coun- 
try to  the  front  and  its  present  high  standing 
among  the  nations  of  the  world  has  been  that 
of  the  men  who  are  able  to  look  forward  into 
the  future;  who  may,  perhaps,  be  called  opti- 
mistic, who,  having  the  courage  of  their  con- 
victions, invest  their  money,  their  time  and 
their  energy  in  the  building  up  of  lan  indus- 
trial business  that  shall  command  the  respect 
of  their  fellow  citizens  and  the  attention  of 
the  world.  It  is  to  this  class  of  people  that 
the  world  owes  much  of  its  progress. 

"We  are  to-day  living  in  what  may  be 
called  an  age  of  expansion — expansion  not 
only  in  territorial  acquirements,  but  in  all 
lines  of  business.  Much  is  being  said  by  the 
daily  press  and  by  politicians  in  regard  to  so- 
oalled  trusts.  The  principle  that  underlies 
the  forming  of  a  copartnership  between  in- 
dividuals is  identically  the  same  principle  that 
underlies  the  forming  of  these  large  corpora- 
tions. 

"As  I  have  said  before,  we  are  living  in  a 
so-called  age  of  expansion.  In  working  out 
its  destiny  mankind  never  halts.  No  innova- 
tion is  ever  attempted  in  a  day  nor  without 
opposition.  This  opposition  was  made  mani- 
fest with  the  advent  of  machinery  in  the  place 
of  hand  labor,  and  we  believe  to-day  that, 
broadly  speaking,  the  so-called  trust  is  des- 
tined to  prove  itself  one  of  the  greatest  and 
best  of  modern  improvements,  and  that  which 


so  many  are  crying  out  against  will  within 
the  next  five  years  demonstrate  to  the  world 
that  it  is  a  boon  in  every  way  to  mankind. 
The  business  conditions  to-day  are  largely 
due  to  its  influence  and  its  working  in  the  di- 
rection of  a  larger  industrial  organization, 
thereby  tending  to  reduce  the  cost  of  manu- 
facturing to  a  minimum,  keeping  our  facto- 
ries running  throughout  the  entire  year,  en- 
abling us  to  reach  out  into  the  markets  of  the 
world,  dispose  of  our  surplus  product,  and 
do  away  with  one  of  the  most  serious  evils 
that  the  business  world  has  bad  to  contend 
with  for  the  last  20  years,  that  of  overpro- 
duction. 

"The  business  conditions  of  to-day  are 
probably  more  favorable  than  any  which  have 
existed  in  a  long  period  oi  years.  As  to 
whether  they  will  continue  or  not  lies  entirely 
with  the  American  people.  If  pessimistic 
ideas  and  views  are  to  predominate;  if  the  cry 
of  imperialism  is  to  hold  sway  and  attain  the 
ascendency,  then  we  may  look  for  a  period 
of  depression  such  as  we  have  witnessed  in 
the  past — the  depression  of  '57,  '73  and  '93,  a 
period  in  business  which  marked  the  ruin  of 
thousands  of  honorable  business  men,  and 
which  would  accomplish  the  same  result  in 
the   future. 

"On  the  other  hand,  if  we  can  have  that 
feeling  of  confidence  which  the  business  world 
now  enjoys;  if  we  can  have  a  broadening  of 
our  markets,  reaching  out  and  permeating  the 
whole  world,  continuing  to  assume  the  as- 
cendency over  competition  in  the  foreign 
market,  then  we  shall  have  not  only  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  present  business  conditions, 
but  an  era  of  prosperity  such  as  this  country 
has  never  before  witnessed. 

"As  for  myself,  I  believe  in  the  American 
people,  in  their  good  judgment,  in  the  on- 
ward march  of  civilization,  in  expansion,  ter- 
ritorial and  business  ties,  and  as  I  look  down 
the  corridors  of  time  and  with  prophetic  ken 
behold  the  grand  possibilities  of  the  future 
with  the  united  country  that  knows  no  North, 
no  South,  I  see  not  only  a  continuation  of 
present  business  conditions,  but  a  condition 
better  and  open  to  greater  possibilities  than 
any  business  condition  this  country  has  ever 
been  permitted  to  enjoy." 


Restoring  Burnt  Steel. 

Every  repairer,  assembler  and  maker  has 
suffered  loss  from  "burnt"  steel  which  he  was 
unable  to  replace  in  its  former  condition  of 
usefulness.  To  all  these  this  remedy  will  be 
welcome:  Heat  the  steel  several  times  to  a 
dark  red  and  quench  after  each  heating  in  hot 
water.  The  steel  finally  recovers  its  former 
qualities.  The  first  heating  and  quenching 
has  the  strongest  effect,  which  gradually  be- 
comes weaker  until  after  the  fourth  or  fifth 
treatment  the  steel  is  afTected  no  longer. 

From  this  it  is  evident  that  three  or  four 


temperings  are  usually  sufficient.  By  exam- 
ining the  fracture  surface  of  steel  thus  regen- 
erated, it  will  be  found  that  its  grain  has  be- 
come as  fine  as  it  was  before  burning.  In 
fact,  its  structure  is  identical  with  that  of 
similar  steel  hardened,  but  which  has  not 
suffered  any  previous  burning.  It  is,  how- 
ever, always  to  be  understood  that  the  above- 
mentioned  chemical  change  of  the  steel  in  re- 
gard to  its  carbon  contents  has  not  taken 
place  simultaneously  with  its  burning. 

In  this  case  this  simple  tempering  method 
is  of  no  avail,  and  the  steel  has  to  be  sub- 
jected to  a  different  treatment,  according  to 
the  circumstances.  If  the  steel  has  absorbed 
too  much  carbon  it  should  be  heated  slowly, 
allowing  free  access  of  air.  If  it  has  lost  too 
much  carbon  it  has  to  be  recarbonized  before 
hardening.  This  is  accomplished  by  putting 
the  tools  or  other  steel  articles  to  be  treated 
into  boxes  of  sheet  iron  or  in  crucibles,  and 
imbedding  them  either  singly  or  collectively 
in  powdered  bone  or  charcoal. 

After  the  boxes  or  crucibles  have  been 
closed  tightly,  these,  together  with  the  con- 
tents, are  heated  for  about  one  hour,  when 
the  articles  are  taken  out  and  tempered  in 
water.  Frequently  heating  in  closed  vessels 
is  dispensed  with  and  simple  hardening  means 
applied  to  the  articles.  In  this  case,  for  in- 
stance, ferro-cyanide  of  potash  can  be  sprink- 
led on  the  articles  after  they  have  been  heated 
to  a  brown  red,  and  they  are  then  tempered  in 
water. 


Newly  Incorporated  Concerns. 

United  States  Automotor  Co.,  capital 
$1,000,000,  incorporated  in  New  Jersey,  to 
operate  vehicles  and  vessels  with  compressed 
air  or  other  power.  Incorporators,  Charles 
A.  Troll,  Louis  J.  Frey  and  Frederick  W. 
Hotchkiss,  all  of  Jersey  City. 

Howard  Automobile  Co.,  of  Trenton,  to 
manufacture  automobiles  on  patents  secured 
by  William  L.  Howard.  Frank  W.  Mus- 
chert,  Frank  H.  Williams,  George  B.  Yard 
and  William  Howard,  of  Trenton,  incorpora- 
tors.    Capital,  $200,000. 

Automobile  Company  of  Los  Angeles,  Los 
Angeles.  Manufacture  vehicles.  Capital, 
$50,000.  Incorporators:  I.  B.  Dockweller, 
C.  Johnson,  H.  E.  Carter,  R.  D.  Morris,  D. 
H.  Laubersheimer,  all  of  Los  Angeles. 

Henry  S.  Judd  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago,  111.  Bi- 
cycle business.  Capital,  $500,000.  Incorpora- 
tors: H.  S.  Judd,  J.  F.  Judd,  H.  W.  Judd, 
H.  P.  Simonton,  G.  M.  Judd,  all  of  Chicago, 
111. 

Philadelphia  and  Atlantic  City  Automobile 
Co.  Principal  office,  312  Market  street,  Cam- 
den, N.  J.  Manufacture  and  operate  automo- 
biles. Capital,  $100,000.  Incorporators:  P. 
A.  Dempsey,  H.  H.  Hetzel,  Charles  A.  Bow- 
man, M.  A.  Dempsey,  all  of  Philadelphia; 
John  L.  Semple,  Camden,  N.  J. 

F.  E.  McLeary  Company,  Farmington, 
Me.  Manufacturing  and  selling  bicycles. 
Capital,  $10,000,  of  which  $2,400  is  paid  in. 
Officers:  President,  W.  C.  McLeary,  of  Farm- 
ington; treasurer,  F.  E.  McLeary,  of  Farm- 
ington. 

European  Automobile  Advertising  Co., 
Saco,  Me.  Manufacturing  advertising  vehi- 
cles. Capital,  $50,000.  Incorporators:  G.  M. 
Kimball,  of  Concord,  N.  H.;  S.  H.  Ayer,  C. 
E.  Allen,  both  of  Boston;  F.  C.  Marston,  of 
Chelsea;  W.  C.  Keith,  of  Brockton,  Mass. 


1899. 


m 


SINGLE-TUBE  TIRES. 


Cbe  Cllliitflbast  Patent 

BY  A  DECREE  IN  THE  U.  S.  COURT  OF  THE  FIRST  CIRCUIT, 

ON    NOVEMBER  14,  1899. 

The  following  licensees  alone  are  authorized  to 
make  and  sell  Single-Tube  Tires  for  bicycles : 


B.  F.  Goodrich  Company. 
Hartford  Rubber  Works. 
Revere  Rubber  Company. 
Mechanical  Fabric  Company. 


Boston  Woven  Hose  &  Rubber  Co. 
Newton  Rubber  Works. 
Hodgman  Rubber  Company. 
L.  C.  Chase  &  Company. 


Western   Wheel   Works. 

No  licenses  covering   tires   for   use  on   vehicles   have  as  yet  been 
issued. 

Manufacturers,  dealers  and  all  other  persons  are   warned    not   to 
make,  sell  or  use  any  unlicensed  tires. 


The  undersigned  believes  it  wiser  to  rely  upon  the  opinion 
and  decree  of  a  Judge  of  the  United  States  Court,  after  nearly 
a  year's  mature  consideration  of  evidence,  briefs  and  argu- 
ments, than  on  the  opinion  of  any  firm  of  lawyers  whatsoever, 
and  notifies  the  trade  that  he  shall  claim  full  damages  for 
future  infringements. 

THEODORE  A.  DODGE, 

Room   1238  N.  Y.  Life  Building, 
NEW  YORK  CITY. 

Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 
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How  England  Lost  Germany* 
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THE  "Cycle  Trader,"  the  most  advanced  of 
any  of  the  British  trade  papers,  puts  the 
case  in  this  fashion: 

It  is  strange  that  the  English  trade  sell  more 
cycle  accessories  and  parts  to  North  America 
than  to  Germany — a  fact  that  a  perusal  of  the 
recently-published  statistics  will  prove  to 
everyone  able  to  read  and  understand.  Amer- 
ica, so  far  away,  and  with  such  a  high  import 
duty,  which  in  the  United  States  is  nearly 
prohibitive,  allows  the  British  manufacturer 
to  sell  the  very  goods  for  which  he  cannot 
find  a  buyer  in  Hamburg,  Berlin,  or  Frank- 
furt. 

The  reasons  for  this  must  lie  deeper  than 
the  mere  question  of  prices,  in  which  direction 
nobody  can  beat  the  United  States  manufact- 
urers. But  what  are  the  causes  which  drive 
English  manufacturers  out  of  a  market  to 
which  they  introduced  the  cycle  and  every- 
thing connected  therewith  and  left  the  busi- 
ness in  the  hands  of  beginners  and  the  Ameri- 
cans who  work  under  the  disadvantage  of 
heavy  freight  charges  and  a  less  valuable  rep- 
utation? 

Many  explanations  have  been  put  forward 
to  appease  the  conscience  of  our  exporters  or 
to  blame  them,  but  all  this  criticism  does  not 
drive  it  home  to  the  culprits.  Therefore,  it  is 
to  be  presumed  that  the  exporters  do  not 
find  the  truth  in  all  these  accusations,  but 
have  another  reason  for  having  left  a  good 
market,  perhaps  forever,  perhaps  only  for 
awhile,  just  as  English  exporters  may  think 
it  fit  to  regain  what  they  have  lost,  then  to 
make  more  sure  of  the  buyers  who  once  were 
left  to  the  tender  mercies  of  competitors  and 
trade  rivals. 

That  the  flourishing  trade  o^  the  company 
promoting  time  was  really  the  worst  season 
the  cycle  trade  had  to  go  through  is  now 
abundantly  acknowledged  by  all  concerned. 
Here  lies  the  reason  for  the  loss  of  fo'-eign 
trade.  Everybody  wanted  to  sell  only  what 
he  thought  worth  his  while  to  produce.  All 
wishes  and  enquiries  of  the  customers  were 
neglected,  as  the  home  trade  seemed  to  take 
up  everything  that  could  be  produced.  Plenty 
of  orders  came  from  all  sides,  and  as  the 
home  trade  was  much  easier  to  cover,  foreign 
orders  were  neglected,  not  only  not  executed, 
but  also  not  attended  to  at  all. 

Nobody  wrote  to  apologize  and  to  explain 
the  delay;  the  foreigner  was  not  worth  so 
much  trouble,  as  long  as  one  could  get  or- 
ders at  home,  which  were,  perhaps,  never 
executed  or  paid  for.  The  foreign  buyer  was 
actually  forced  to  find  other  supplies;  it  was 
evident  he  could  not  wait  for  the  English 
slump.  Numbers  of  German  concerns  owe 
their  existence  to  these  causes — to  the  un- 
executed orders  given  to  English  makers. 
Similarly,  American  firms  found  welcome  buy- 
ers at  a  time  when  Englishmen  did  not  think 
it  even  worth  their  while  to  explain  why  their 
customers  had  to  wait  for  promised  goods. 

It  is  not  only  cheap  prices  that  have  in- 
troduced the  American  maker  to  the  German 


buyer,  but  in  most  cases  it  was  the  absolute 
necessity  of  finding  a  supply  when  English 
makers  refused  to  send  their  goods  abroad, 
and  waited  at  home  for  still  better  times  and 
higher  prices. 

Beyond  taking  a  lesson,  it  is  no  good  crying 
over  spilt  milk;  it  will  be  of  greater  value  to 
find  out  if  it  is  not  possible  to  regain  at  least 
a  part  of  what  has  been  lost.  And  here  a 
careful  student  of  the  situation  cannot  do 
more  than  to  say,  emphatically,  "Yes."  There 
is  always  a  demand  for  foreign  goods  in  Ger- 
many, and  English  makes  have,  up  till  now, 
the  benefit  of  a  certain  preference  on  account 
of  their  fine  workmanship  and  good  quality. 
An  enterprising  British  manufacturer  will, 
therefore,  always  find  customers  if  he  is  only 
persevering  in  getting  the  first  orders,  and 
does  not  mind  trying  several  times  to  con- 
vince the  German  buyer  that  he  has  learnt 
now  to  respect  the  foreign  customers'  orders 
and  executes  them  according  to  the  foreigners' 
wishes  and  desires. 

There  are  many  peculiarities  which  an  Eng- 
lish traveler  has  to  observe  when  he  is  going 
to  solicit  orders  in  different  parts  of  Ger- 
many. In  some  places  the  traveler  can  speak 
his  native  tongue  and  be  in  the  proverbially 
British  hurry  to  get  orders,  but  in  other 
places  he  must  take  business  a  little  more 
leisurely,  and  pay  his  customers  on  his  arrival 
a  first  visit  to  acquaint  them  with  the  fact . 
that  he  has  arrived  and  is  open  to  have  a 
friendly  chat  about  the  families  and  politics 
over  a  good  glass  of  beer. 

Foreign  business  men  are  human  besides 
being  commercially  shrewd,  and  as  travelers 
of  other  nationalities  visiting  them,  work  on 
the  same  lines,  the  British  representative  must 
not  make  an  exception,  but  conform  to  the 
rules,  otherwise  he  will  never  get  an  order,  as 
the  customer  thinks  the  man  too  busy  to  at- 
tend properly  to  his  orders.  In  all  other 
things,  like  terms,  package  and  other  condi- 
tions, the  traveler  must  carefully  study  the 
customers  and  find  out  what  they  are  used  to. 

The  cycle  dealers  are,  as  a  class,  mostly 
honest  fellows,  with  sometimes  a  little  money 
behind  them  and  they  pay  all  right  if  you 
manage  them  properly,  or  as  they  are  used 
to  be  treated.  In  some  cases  the  traveler  will 
find  cycle  dealers  sound  business  men,  but 
this  is  a  matter  to  be  tested  individually  by  the 
traveler,  who  must  treat  every  customer  ac- 
cording to  inclinations  and  usage.  Many  Ger- 
man cycle  dealers  prefer  an  English  house  to 
an  American,  as  the  reputation  of  the  former 
is  far  above  the  latter's  fame  for  cheap  goods, 
but  no  security.  It  cannot  be  difficult  for  a 
good  English  concern  to  deal  in  Germany  if 
it  honestly  desires  and  strives  to  do  so  and 
is  not  discouraged  by  one  failure. 

German  buyers  have,  according  to  experi- 
ence, a  right  to  distrust  English  promises, 
which  have  been  broken  and  put  the  foreigner 
to  great  loss  and  inconvenience.  Show  the 
German  that  you  esteem  him  as  a  customer, 
that  you  like  his  money  just  as  much  as  your 


countrymen's,  supply  him  with  the  best  and 
compete  with  the  better  class  American  goods, 
deal  with  him  in  the  German  style,  and  you 
will  find  a  good  customer  whose  orders  come 
regularly  and  whose  money  is  worth  taking. 


Taylor  Talks  a  Bit. 

Major  Taylor  tells  an  interesting  story  of 
his  fight  against  time  and  wind  shields  at 
Chicago,  and  of  his  ultimate  success  in  reduc- 
ing the  quarter,  third,  half  and  mile  records. 
The  four  records  held  by  Taylor  were  made 
behind  a  motor-cycle  with  wind  shields, 
which  is  something  new  for  the  Major,  who 
never  used  them  in  his  record  efforts  before. 

Taylor  says  he  believes  he  can  make. a  mile 
in  much  better  time  than  his  present  record, 
if  conditions  are  only  favorable.  He  believes 
that  on  a  straightaway  course  behind  a  motor- 
cycle bearing  wind  shields  he  can  do  a  mile 
in  a  minute  or  better.  He  is  sure  that  next 
year,  with  the  great  improvement  made  in 
motor  cycles,  that  he  can  cover  a  mile  on  a 
regulation  track  in  1.10. 

Taylor  says  he  waited  too  long  this  year 
before  going  after  the  records,  for  he  thinks 
that  he  could  have  clipped  the  time  he  did 
make  very  materially  if  he  had  made  the  try 
earlier  in  the  season,  but  he  is  satisfied  so 
long  as  he  got  them  all,  even  if  it  was  by  a 
narrow  margin.  Taylor  has  decided  nothing 
as  to  his  future  doings,  whether  he  will  go 
South  and  try  for  the  mile  straightaway  or 
not.  He  will  remain  in  Worcester  for  sev- 
eral weeks  resting  and  then  will  discuss  the 
question  of  going  South. 


Racycle  Travelers  Doing  Well. 

The  Miami  Cycle  &  Mfg.  Co.,  manufactur- 
ers of  the  Racycle,  started  their  traveling 
men  on  Nov.  11,  and  by  Nov.  23  their  orders 
had  appreciably  exceeded  the  number  re- 
ceived last  year  up  to  Dec.  20.  A  very  good 
showing.  It  is  expected  that  the  new  chain- 
less  Racycle,  with  the  Bullis  gear,  will  great- 
ly increase  the  popularity  of  this  company's 
goods.  The  Bullis  gear  has  been  selected 
because  it  brings  the  pull  between  the  bear- 
ings, the  same  as  on  the  Racycle  chain  wheel. 


Sacket  and  the  Leader. 

L.  J.  Sacket,  representing  the  Waltham 
Mfg.  Co.,  was  in  Cleveland  last  week  and 
closed  for  his  line  with  C.  M.  Merkle,  one  of 
the  best  dealers  in  Ohio.  Last  year  was 
Merkle's  first  season  with  the  Orient,  but  he 
disposed  of  something  like  200  machines. 
Sacket  says  the  Orient  Model  1.30,  of  last 
year,  will  be  called  the  Leader.  One-thirty 
was  too  slow  after  Major  Taylor  got  hold  of 
the  machine. 


Diamond  Company's  New  York  Office. 

At  127  Duane  street,  New  York  City,  the 
Diamond  Rubber  Co.,  of  Akron,  have  in- 
stalled an  office  for  the  eastern  representative 
of  their  well-known  tires.  The  office  has  an 
efficient,  wideawake  staff  in  Messrs.  John  W. 
Taylor,  O.  J.  Woodward  and  R.  F.  Ran- 
dolph, Jr. 

Burleigh  with  Carter  Now. 
H.  C.  Burleigh,  formerly  with  the  Peoria 
Rubber  &  Mfg.  Co.,  and  before  that  in 
charge  of  the  bicycle  department  of  the  Mc- 
intosh-Huntington Company,  Cleveland,  now 
holds  a  position  under  Mr.  Carter,  of  the 
Jobbing  Sales  Committee  of  the  A.  B.  C. 
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New  methods,  new  processes  and 
advanced  knowledge  of  the  struc- 
tural qualities  of  materials  have 
enabled  us  to  build  our  machines  for  1900  lighter 
than  those  of  1899,  without  sacrificing.any  element 
of  strength  or  durability.  The  difference  in  weights 
is  especially  noticeable  in  the  Chainless  models. 
Our  improved  automatic  machines  for  generating  the  bevel-gears 
are  to  be  found  only  in  our  factories,  aiid  make  the  Columbia 
Chainless  superior  to  all  other  bicycles. 


<^ 


Hartford,  Stormer,  Pennant 


Our  traveling  salesmen  are  on  the  road  with  samples  of  1900 
models.  They  show  radical  changes  and  improvements,  many  of 
them  common  to  both  Chainless  and  Chain  types.  New  Hubs  and 
Spokes,  new  Fork  Crown  Construction,  new  Seat 
Post  Binder,  new  Coaster  Brake,  applicable  to 
both  Chainless  and  Chain  models,  are  a  few 
improvements.  Address  correspondence  relating  to 
Columbias,  Hartfords,  Stormers 
and  Pennants  to  this  office  or  Dis- 
tributing Branch  in  your  territory. 
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Acetylene  Gas  Matters* 
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THE  question  has  often  been  asked,  Why 
does  not  some  enterprising  manufacturer 
construct  an  acetylene  lamp  for  table  use?  Try 
to  use  your  bicycle  lamp  for  this  purpose  and 
you  will  discover  the  reason.  As  the  quantity 
of  decomposed  carbide  increases  as  the  result 
of  contact  with  water  the  passage  of  the 
water  through  the  decomposed  matter  to  the 
fresh  carbide  is  more  and  more  difficult.  In 
a  bicycle  lamp,  in  use  on  a  moving  wheel, 
this  gradual  obstruction  is  constantly  met 
and  overcome  by  the  slight  jarring  that  the 
lamp  receives.  This  maintains  a  steady 
flame.  Place  the  lamp  on  a  table,  however, 
and  the  result  is  different.  The  obstruction 
increases  and  there  is  no  jarring  to  counteract 
it.  The  result  is  a  gradually  decreasing 
flame.  There  are  acetylene  table  lamps,  but 
they  require  a  generator  under  the  table  and 
a  hose  connection.  Of  course,  a  small  gas 
p'lant  could  be  constructed  and  placed  upon 
the  table,  but  it  would  be  more  bulky  than  the 
ordinary  student  lamp,  and  would  also  be 
somewhat  expensive.  There  is  no  doubt  that, 
to  a  large  extent,  acetylene  gas  light  will  be 
used  on  many  of  the  reading  tables  of  the 
near  future,  but  there  are  financial  difficulties 
in  the  way,  one  of  the  greatest  being  the  fact 
that  the'  manufacture  of  coal  gas  virtually 
costs  the  gas  companies  less  than  nothing. 
Ihey  make  so  much  money  out  of  the  sale  of 
the  by-products  of  coal  that  anything  they  get 
for  the  gas  is  that  much  profit.  So  far  no 
by-products  have  been  produced  from  cal- 
cium carbide,  consequently  the  manufacture 
A  acetylene  gas  is  more  costly  to  the  manu- 
facturer than  coal  gas. 

A  Wooden  Barrel  Test. 
Public  opinion  is  a  great  conservator.  It 
makes  good  things  fight  hard  for  their  living 
and  kills  things  which  ought  not  to  exist. 
Acetylene  gas  is  having  the  usual  struggle,  the 
chiefs  of  fire  departments  being  the  principal 
instruments  of  the  public  spirit  of  conserva- 
tism. At  a  recent  meeting  of  fire  department 
experts  in  Syracuse  some  queer  experiments 
were  made  with  carbide  to  show  its  danger. 
All  the  experiments  were  of  such  a  nature  as 
were  not  at  all  likely  to  occur  under  any  but 
prearranged  circumstances.  For  example, 
carbide  is  never  kept  in  any  but  metal  recep- 
tacles. One  of  the  tests  at  Syracuse  was  the 
placing  of  a  lot  of  carbide  in  a  wooden  half 
barrel,  after  which  the  carbide  was  soaked 
with  water.  After  waiting  four  mortal  hours 
chemical  action  got  in  its  deadly  work. 
Enough  heat  had  developed  to  set  the  barrel 
staves  on  fire.  Had  common  quick  lime  been 
used  the  result  would  have  been  the  same. 

Another  point  that  the  firemen  seem  to  lay 
great  stress  upon  is  the  odor.  If  they  would 
read  up  acetylene  facts,  they  would  discover, 
as  has  been  stated  in  The  Wheel  previously, 
that  while  coal  gas  asphyxiates,  acetylene  gas 
works  in  an  exactly  opposite  manner.  More- 
over, its  strong  garlicky  odor,  which  makes 
its  apparent  volume  in  the  air  very  much 
greater  than  the  actual  volume,  would  force 
any  fireman  back  before  there  was  enough  of 


the  gas  in  the  air  to  cause  sufficient  explosion 
on  contact  with  fire.  The  truth  is  that  if  acet- 
ylene gas  were  used  instead  of  coal  gas  the 
danger  to  firemen  would  be  greatly  lessened. 

A  Little  Knowledge,  Etc. 

On  October  26,  1898,  a  journal  called  "The 
Insurance  Press,"  spoke  of  the  great  danger 
of  acetylene  gas.  Of  course,  the  article  was 
written  without  accurate  knowledge.  On 
June  21,  1899,  the  knowledge  of  the  same 
journal  had  so  far  increased  as  to  warrant  the 
publication  of  the  following  editorial: 

"Acetylene  gas  for  illuminating  purposes 
has  not  proved  to  be  a  serious  menace  to 
property  by  causing  fires  up  to  this  time.  The 
theory  of  underwriters,  when  lighting  by  acet- 
ylene began,  that  the  new  illuminant  would 
introduce  a  fire  hazard  of  the  first  magni- 
tude, has  not  been  sustained  by  facts. 

"Indeed,  the  most  expert  gatherer  and  tab- 
ulator of  the  data  of  acetylene  explosions  has 
found  acetylene  fires  extremely  few  and  far 
between.  The  'Insurance  Press'  has  taken 
more  pains  to  collect  information  about  the 
behavior  of  acetylene  than  any  other  repre- 
sentative of  insurance  that  we  know  of,  and 
we  deem  it  only  fair  and  honest  to  say  that 
the  destruction  of  property  due  to  acetylene 
which  has  come  under  our  notice  has  been  in- 
considerable. Except  in  a  single  case  what- 
ever losses  have  occurred  may  be  classified  as 
trifling. 

"The  rules  devised  by  the  representatives 
of  underwriting  interests  and  the  manufactur- 
ers of  generators  of  standard  grade  have 
probably  contributed  much  to  the  immunity 
from  loss  and  the  comparatively  safe  prospect 
for  the  future.  Under  the  National  Board 
regulations  and  those  of  other  underwriting 
organizations,  acetylene,  as  a  peril  to  prop- 
erty, would  seem  to  be  worthy  of  only  minor 
consideration." 

Acetylene  Street  Car  Lighting. 

It  is  curious,  as  has  been  previously  stated 
in  The  Wheel,  that  in  Europe  the  use  of 
acetylene  gas  is  much  more  general  than  in 
this  country,  although  the  actual  number  of 
jets  in  use  are  probably  greater  here  than 
elsewhere,  our  factories  having  taken  up  the 
new  illuminant  with  vigor.  Germany  lights 
her  railway  trains  and  stations  with  acetylene, 
and  a  line  of  street  cars  in  Paris  is  lighted  in 
the  same  way.  An  illustration  in  "La  Na- 
ture" shows  one  of  the  two-story  cars  so  com- 
mon in  the  European  capitals  being  operated 
in  the  suburbs  of  Paris.  The  gas  generating 
apparatus  is  placed  on  the  lower  back  plat- 
form, under  the  stairway  which  leads  to  the 
roof.  From  the  generator  the  gas  passes  to 
an  expander  above  the  first  roof,  from  which 
it  passes  to  the  different  jets. 

Acetylene-Lighted  Lawn  Parties. 

Indian  medicine  fakirs  and  other  out-door 
merchants,  who  depend  upon  clashing  cym- 
bals and  glaring  lights  to  attract  their  cus- 
tomers, have  for  some  time  been  familiar  with 
the    advantages   of  acetylene   gas,    and   carry 


with  them  generators  large  enough  for  their 
purpose.  A  writer  in  Parsons,  Kan.,  de- 
scribing a  recent  lawn  party  given  by  the 
women's  guild  of  a  church  there,  spoke  of  the 
use  of  the  new  illuminant  in  that  event.  He 
said:  "It  seemed  like  a  fairy  spot,  being  so 
brilliant  at  the  space  near  the  lights,  that  the 
heavy  shadows,  receding  in  the  distance, 
seemed  to  extend  into  inky  darkness.  Every 
flower  and  tree,  as  well  as  the  pretty  garbs  of 
the  visitors,  showed  exactly  as  they  would  in 
sunshine,  except  that  the  view  seemed  to  be 
intensified  many  fold  because  of  the  surround- 
ing darkness.  An  acetylene  lighted  lawn 
party  presents  a  sight  never  to  be  forgotten." 

On  the  Banks  of  the  Wabash. 

It  is  safe  to  say  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
of  Wabash,  Ind.,  were  not  nearly  as  fright- 
ened at  the  explosion  in  their  acetylene  gas 
plant  as  the  readers  of  newspapers  in  other 
cities  who  read  of  the  accident.  The  entire 
business  and  residence  portion  of  Wabash  is 
lighted  with  the  new  gas.  Until  a  year  ago 
naphtha  gas  was  used,  but  late  in  1898,  a  trial 
of  acetylene  was  imade  through  a  portion  of 
the  business  district,  the  result  being  so  sat- 
isfactory that  early  this  year  naphtha  gas  was 
discontinued  altogether.  The  acetylene  gas  is 
sold  by  meter  measurement  at  one-half  cent 
per  16-candle  power,  with  the  usual  discount. 
The  generator  used  has  a  capacity  of  2,500  cu- 
bic feet  every  hour. 

Solons  lake  a  Hack  at  It. 

Columbus,  O.,  is  one  of  the  growing  num- 
ber of  cities  in  which  conservatism,  through 
various  legislative  and  administrative  chan- 
nels, is  having  its  fling  at  the  newcomer.  Al- 
derman Lindsay  has  introduced  an  ordinance 
in  the  Columbus  city  council  providing  that 
not  to  exceed  ten  pounds  of  the  lime  are  to 
be  kept  in  tin,  copper  or  zinc  canisters,  se- 
curely closed  except  when  in  use.  A  fine  of 
not  less  than  $5  or  more  than  $75  is  proposed 
for  all  violations.  According  to  Mr.  Lindsay, 
he  has  yet  a  little  to  learn.  "Calcium  car- 
bide is  recognized  to  be,  under  certain  condi- 
tions, the  most  dangerous  explosive  known." 
Calcium  carbide  is  not  an  explosive  at  all. 

Total  Production  of  Carbide. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  the  world's  pro- 
duct of  calcium  carbide,  from  which  acetylene 
gas  is  made,  reaches  the  enormous  yield  of 
282,380  tons,  of  2,000  pounds,  the  value  being 
put  at  over  $19,000,000.  The  United  States 
has  so  far  produced  60,000  tons  per  annum; 
Canada,  1,500;  England,  8,100;  Germany,  12,- 
444;  France,  35,000;  Italy,  29,000;  Norway, 
24,000;  Austria,  21,000;  Russia,  6,000;  Sweden, 
25,000;  Switzerland,  28,000;  Spain,  5,000. 

For  the  Public  Good. 

It  is  not  known  whether  in  the  early  days 
of  coal  oil  any  college  was  public-spirited 
enough  to  investigate  that  illuminant  in  the 
interest  of  the  public.  Acetylene  is  to  re- 
ceive the  attention  of  the  State  College  of 
Pennsylvania,  which  is  sending  out  an  expert 
to  study  the  subject  in  all  its  bearings,  for 
the  public  good.  The  result  of  this  expert's 
investigations  will  be  distributed  in  the  form 
of  a  bulletin. 

Factories  Use  It. 

Many  factories  are  lighted  with  acetylene. 
One  big  plant  in  Buffalo,  covering  several 
acres,  has  used  350  jets  for  two  years.  An- 
other one  in  Lockport  uses  250  jets.  And  so 
on  to  the  end  of  the  chapter. 
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Barnes  Stearns  Syracuse 


BICYCLES. 


BICYCLES. 


BICYCLES. 


ALL  WORLD'S  RECORDS  ON 
STC4RNS  GHAINLESS  BI- 
CYCLE 

By  MAJOR  TAYLOR. 


With  Windshield. 


20  Seconds, 
27  1-5  Seconds, 
40  1-5  Seconds, 
1  Min.  19  Sec, 


1-4  MUe. 

1-3  Mile. 

1-2  mie. 

1  Mile. 


ALL  WORLD'S  RECORDS  ON 
STEARNS  CHAINLESS  BI- 
CYCLE 

By  MAJOR  TAYLOR. 


In  order  that  old  agents  and  prospective  new  ones  may  clearly  understand  the  conditions 
pertaining  to  the  marketing  of  our  group  of  bicycles,  we  desire  to  state  that  the  selling  of  the  en- 
tire product  will  be  conducted  by  this  Division,  which  comprises  the  combined  selling  and  agency 
forces  of  the  three  factories.  The  combination  of  the  selling  interests  offers  perhaps  better  ser- 
vice than  ever  before  in  the  matter  of  correspondence  and  in  the  prompt  filling  of  b'cycle  and  sun- 
dry orders  and  repairs,  which  cannot  fail  to  result  to  the  benefit  of  the  agent. 

Each  line  of  bicycles  retains  its  distinctive  features  and  its  manufacture  will  be  conducted 
by  the  same  mechanical  force  as  heretofore.  A  progressive  policy  has  been  mapped  out.  The 
interests  of  the  agent  are  the  interests  of  this  Division.  Our  aim  will  be  to  give  our  different 
lines  of  wheels  wide  and  favorable  publicity,  and  in  all  ways  assist  our  agents  in  creating  a  de- 
mand which  will  be  to  their  advantage. 

The  mechanical  and  construc- 
tive features  of  Stearns,  Barnes  and 
Syracuse  bicycles  for  1900  are  in 
advance  of  any  previous  year.  The 
heretofore  splendid  finish  of  each 
of  these  makes  of  bicycles  has  been 
excelled  in  the  processes  employed 
in  finishing  the  J  900  models. 
Weights  have  been  scientifically 
distributed.  The  frame  lines  tend 
towards  simplicity  and  compact- 
ness. The  treads  are  narrow.  The 
weights  are  minimized.  The  equip- 
ment is  distinctive  and  high  class. 
Brown,  Garford,  Hunt,  Wheeler  and  Christy  saddles.  Hartford,  Palmer,  Dunlop  and 
Morgan  &  Wright  tires. 

Each  line  is  complete  in  its  range  of  prices  and  in  its  styles  of  bicycles.  Each  line  forms  a 
valuable  agency  for  the  dealer.  Each  line  is  a  permanent  one,  in  popularizing  which  the 
dealer  need  not  hesitate  to  invest  his  capital.   The  investment  will  return  to  him  many  times  over. 

It  is  not  our  policy  to  concentrate  all  three  lines  of  wheels  in  the  hands  of  any  one  agent. 
Quite  the  contrary,  it  is  our  preference  that  they  should  be  handled  separately.  We  trust  the 
loyal  agents  of  each  line  will  continue  to  handle  that  line,  that  we  may  number  among  our  list  of 
agents  many  new  ones.  The  prices  we  have  to  offer  are  attractive.  The  agency  for  either 
Stearns,  Barnes  or  Syracuse  bicycles  will  be  a  most  valuable  one. 

Our  traveling  representatives  are  now  calling  on  the  trade  with  samples.  They  will 
thoroughly  cover  the  country.  Meanwhile  it  will  give  us  pleasure  to  open  correspondence 
relative  to  agencies  for  the  wheels  comprised  in  our  group. 

All  correspondence  (except  for  California,  Washington  and  Oregon)  relating  to  the  selling 
of  Stearns,  Barnes  and  Syracuse  bicycles  should  hereafter  be  addressed  to 

E*  C*  Stearns  &  Company 

Division  of   American   Bicycle   Company^ 


Without  Windshield. 

20  Seconds, 

29  4-5  Seconds, 

41  Seconds, 

1  Min.  22  2-5  Sec,       - 


1-4  Mile. 

1-3  Mile. 

1-2  Mile. 

1  Mile. 


For  California,  Washington  and  Oregon,  address: 

E.  C.  STEARNS  &  COMPANY, 
210  McAllister  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


SYRACUSE,    N.    Y. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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The  Dealer's  Profit* 


A  BOLD  position,  and  one  that  will  of 
course  enlist  the  interest  of  the  dealer,  is 
that  which  the  Eagle  Company  has  taken  in  its 
campaign  for  the  new  season.  The  company's 
opinion  is  that  it  costs  the  average  bicycle  deal- 
er not  less  than  $7  to  sell  each  bicycle,  and  that 
in  order  to  succeed  the  dealer  should  make  a 
gross  profit  of  $10,  in  order  to  make  a  fair 
net  profit — $3.  It  has  come  under  the  com- 
pany's observation  that  dealers  have,  in  very 
many  instances,  failed  to  earn  this  profit,  and 
that  this  has  been  due  not  only  to  their  busi- 
ness inexperience,  but  to  lack  of  considera- 
tion on  the  part  of  manufacturers. 

It  is  the  Eagle  Company's  opinion  that  no 
manufacturer  can  afford,  for  his  own  sake,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  dealer  and  the  trade  gen- 
erally, to  do  anything  that  will  induce  the 
dealer  to  part  with  his  fair  share  of  profit. 

"Some  of  the  manufacturers  who  have 
built  up  a  large  volume  of  business  in  the  past 
have  done  so  wholly  at  the  expense  of  the 
dealer.  It  is  our  opinion  that  in  the  success 
of  the  dealer  lies  the  success  of  the  manu- 
facturer. If  the  dealer  is  not  in  a  position 
to  make  a  living  and  get  a  little  profit  on  his 
year's  business,  his  trade  soon  becomes  of 
little  value  to  us  or  anyone  else. 

"There  were  many  young  men  who  started 
in  the  bicycle  business  without  a  great  deal 
of  previous  business  experience  and  without 
much  idea  of  figuring  costs.  They  were  able 
through  their  personal  influence  to  retail  a 
large  number  of  wheels,  and  thought  they 
were  making  money. 

"We  have  one  particular  instance  in  mind, 
where  a  bright  young  man  was  actually  per- 
suaded to  go  into  the  retail  business  by  the 
manufacturer.  He  assumed  store  rent  and 
all  other  incidental  expenses  and,  in  order  to 
see  his  business  grow,  drew  but  $10  or  $12 
per  week  out  of  the  business  for  his  own  per- 
sonal expenses. 

"His  business  started  out  in  the  beginning 
of  the  year  in  good  shape,  with  a  fair  profit 
on  the  goods  he  was  handling.  Had  he  been 
able  to  decide  matters  for  himself,  he  might 
have  so  continued.  He  began  to  receive  let- 
ters from  the  manufacturer,  asking  if  there 
was  not  some  way  he  could  increase  the  vol- 
ume of  his  business.  Soon  he  received  notice 
of  a  slight  reduction  in  the  net  price  on  a 
certain  grade  of  bicycle,  with  a  distinct  re- 
quest that  he  lower  his  selling  price  several 
times  that  amount,  in  order  to  make  the 
goods  go  faster  and  become  more  popular. 

"This  was  the  beginning.  The  pressure  for 
him  to  sell  goods  continued.  Goods  were 
shipped  to  him  in  larger  quantities  than  he 
wanted,  with  the  request  that  he  use  every 
effort  to  sell  them — if  not  at  one  price,  at  an- 
other. 

"Having  the  utmost  confidence  m  the  Peo- 
ple with  whom  he  was  doing  business,  the 
young  man  followed  their  advice  almost  ex- 
plicitly, with  the  result  that  at  the  end  of 
three  years'  trading,  and  after  living  on  about 
one-third  of  the  salary  he  could  have  made 
if  working  for  some  reliable  house,  he  found 
himself  so  indebted  to  the  company  for  whom 


he  had  been  doing  business  that  he  could  not 
see  his  way  clear  to  settle  his  obligations  in 
full  and  have  even  the  stock  and  fixtures  re- 
maining in  his  store. 

"This  is  but  one  instance  out  of  many 
where  the  dealers  have  been  induced  to  sell 
bicycles  for  less  than  they  actually  cost  them, 
with  their  overhead  expenses  added,  on  the 
flimsy  pretense  that  they  were  building  up  a 
business  for  themselves  and  popularizing  the 
goods. 

"Circular  letters  from  prominent  manu- 
facturers have  come  into  our  bands — manu- 
facturers whose  goods  have  stood  high  in  the 
market — in  which  they  requested  their  agents 
to  make  a  price  much  lower  than  the  cata- 
logued price  on  their  goods,  if  they  found  it 
necessary,  in  fact,  to  do  almost  anything,  but 
not  let  any  sales  go  by. 

"We  do  not  consider  this  doing  the  retail 
dealer  any  favor  whatever.  In  fact,  it  is  put- 
ting a  noose  around  his  neck. 

"From  a  talk  with  a  large  number  of  our 
agents,  we  find  that  careful  and  conservative 
dealers  calculate  that  they  must  add  from  $5 
to  $7  to  the  cost  of  each  bicycle  in  order  to 
pay  the  overhead  or  running  expenses.  There 
is  no  dealer  who  wants  to  continue  doing  busi- 
ness and  make  a  bare  living.  If  he  has  got 
to  do  that,  he  would  prefer  to  do  away  with 
the  worry  incidental  to  conducting  a  busi- 
ness of  his  own  and  locate  himself  where  he 
can  draw  a  comfortable  salary  without  lying 
awake  nights  to  think  how  he  can  meet  his 
obligations. 

"If  a  dealer  is  only  satisfied  with  doing 
a  business  that  will  show  him  a  little  profit 
at  the  end  of  a  year,  in  addition  to  his  living 
expenses,  he  must  certainly  add  to  the  cost 
of  every  bicycle  bought  at  a  certain  amount 
for  overhead  expenses.  We  do  not  believe 
bicycle  dealers  can  afford  to  sell  cheap  bicy- 
cles. We  believe  that  if  they  cannot  do  busi- 
ness on  standard  goods  at  a  fair  price,  they 
had  better  go  out  of  business  at  once,  rather 
than  go  on  with  the  agony,  because  it  is  an 
absolute  fact,  proved  by  the  wrecks  of  ambi- 
tious retail  dealers,  which  have  been  strewn 
along  the  pathway  of  this  great  bicycle  in- 
dustry, that  it  costs  as  much  to  handle  and 
sell  cheap  bicycles  as  good  ones,  and  that 
every  agent  must  figure  out  his  own  overhead 
expenses   in  order  to  come  out  whole. 

"We  believe  that  the  smallest  profit  a  con- 
servative dealer  should  be  satisfied  with  per 
bicycle  is  $10,  and  if  a  dealer  is  satisfied  to 
sell  a  bicycle  for  $5,  $6  or  $7  profit,  we  cer- 
tainly do  not  believe  that  his  credit  will  re- 
main good  for  long,  nor  that  he  will  be  for 
long  satisfied  with  the  bicycle  business. 

"We  sincerely  regret  the  action  of  some 
manufacturers  which  has  been  brought  to 
our  attention  by  agents,  in  which,  by  their 
endeavor  to  sell  large  quantities  of  bicycles, 
they  have  exerted  an  undue  influence  upon 
such  bicycle  agents  as  could  be  influenced  by 
them  to  increase  their  volume  of  business 
at  retail  without  proper  regard  to  the  main- 
tenance of  a  fair  profit  necessary  for  the  re- 
tailer to  the  safe  conduct  of  such  a  business. 


"It  is  true  that  some  of  the  manufacturers 
who  pursued  this  policy  are  now  out  of  busi- 
ness, or  practically  so,  and  it  is  equally  true 
that  this  policy  has  ruined  their  best  agents 
and  then  reacted  like  a  boomerang  upon  the 
manufacturers    themselves. 

"We  feel  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  retail 
dealer  to  map  out  his  policy  with  care  and 
conservatism.  Those  who  expect  to  remain 
in  the  field  should  see  to  it  that  they  are  not 
influenced  or  induced  to  offer  for  sale  any 
bicycles  upon  which  there  is  not  a  fair  profit 
for  the  retailer,  and  a  profit  which  will  enable 
him  to  pay  his  entire  running  expenses,  with 
a  good  margin  left  over." 


On  Wedgwood  Blue. 

There  is  only  one  utterly  irrepressible  in 
the  trade;  everybody  knows  him  and  every- 
body admires  the  hammer  and  tongs  way  he 
goes  at  things  and  accomplishes  them.  Frank 
T.  Fowler  is  this  man.  You  can  always  count 
on  the  right  thing  at  the  right  time  from 
Fowler,  be  it  a  case  of  politics,  one  of  yacht- 
ing, racing,  business,  cycling,  c'.ub  affairs  or 
what  not.  On  a  most  artistic  bit  of  Wedg- 
wood paper,  with  seal  and  all  completef«»he 
Irrepressible  makes  his  1900  announcement  as 
president  and  treasurer  of  the  Fowler  Cycle 
Works. 

The  whole  announcement  has  that  personal 
ring  to  it  which  has  always  marked  the  Fow- 
ler trade  announcements  in  the  past.  For  ex- 
ample, the  agent  is  told  that  he  is  dealing  with 
and  dealing  in  "the  Fowler  of  old."  As  proof 
of  this  Frank  T.  goes  on  to  say  things  in  this 
fashion: 

"Our  superintendent,  recently  engaged,  was 
in  our  employ  along  about  '92-'93-'94;  our 
office  manager  was  first  in  our  employ  in 
1893.  Heads  of  other  departments  are  being 
reengaged  according  to  their  qualifications, 
and  when  our  'drummers'  start  out  you  will 
recognize  them  as  formerly  in  the  Fowler 
ranks.  We  are  going  to  build  the  'Fowler 
of  old.'  How  better  could  we  do  it  than  by 
getting  together  the  old  force  that  made  the 
name  Fowler  famous  throughout  the  civil- 
ized world  for  everything  that  a  bicycle  and 
its  makers  should  be?" 


In  Coffee  Land. 

There  has  lately  been  established  in  the  city 
of  Samarang,  Java,  a  bicycle  factory  which  is 
having  considerable  local  success,  though  not 
many  of  the  wheels  have  as  yet  been  seen  in 
Batavia. 

The  name  of  the  concern  is  the  Rijwiel- 
Fabriek  Insulinde,  and  the  capital  is  about 
$10,000.  The  method  is  to  import  the  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  machines  from  Germany  and 
put  them  together  there.  The  machine  is  a 
good  one  and  sells  for  about  $70.  The  racers 
weigh  about  18  to  20  pounds  and  the  road- 
sters about  25  to  35  pounds,  and  arc  not  a  bad- 
looking  lot. 

Several  makes  of  American  wheels  are  sell- 
ing fairly  well,  but  the  trouble  is  that  their 
agents  are,  in  almost  every  case,  interested  in 
pushing  some  English  or  German  wheel. 
European  manufacturers  usually  grant  easier 
terms  to  their  agents  and  customers  in  regard 
to  payments  and  commissions. 

Java  is  the  very  finest  kind  of  a  country  for 
automobiles,  as  the  roads  are  good,  and,  ow- 
ing to  the  bad  climate,  the  wear  and  tear  on 
horseflesh  is  very  great.  At  present  there 
are  only  two  in  the  island. 


1899. 
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Cleveland  Bicycles. 


♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 


ALL  ARGUMENTS  CLOSED. 

Our  friends,  the  competition,  have  never 
been  able  to  advance  much  of  an  argu- 
ment against  Cleveland  QUALITY,  so 
have  put  all  their  strength  on  the  matter 
of  PRICE.  The  Cleveland  at  S50  knocks 
the  last  pin  from  under  the  price  argu- 
ment. The  only  subject  now  left  for  dis- 
cussion is  *'Who  gets  the  territory?''  If 
it  interests  you,  better  write  to-day, 

R  A.  LOZIER  &  CO. 


MARK  OF 
EXCELLENCE. 


Division  American  Bicycle  Company, 


CLEVELAND,  OHIO. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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NOT  IMMEDIATELY. 


Mr.  Brush   Declares   that  Compressed  Air   Is   Not 

Coming  Into  General  Use  Right 

Away. 

Experts  who  are  interested  in  liquid  air, 
and  who  claim  to  be  convinced  that  the  day- 
is  not  far  distant  when  this  product  will  rev- 
olutionize the  existing  forms  of  power,  are 
apt  to  meet  with  disappointment,  at  least  if 
the  opinions  of  Charles  F.  Brush,  of  Cleve- 
land, one  of  the  most  eminent  electricians  and 
scientists  in  the  country,  count  for  anything. 
Mr.  Brush  has  been  greatly  interested  in  liq- 
uid air,  and  in  order  to  an  actual  knowledge 
thereof  he  ordered  a  machine  for  the  man- 
ufacture of  the  new  commodity.  This  ma- 
chine was  installed  in  his  private  laboratory 
in  Cleveland,  recently,  being  one  of  three  of 
its  kind  in  this  country. 

The  machine  is  in  two  parts.  The  com- 
pressor occupies  a  space  of  about  four  by 
eight  feet  and  rises  to  the  height  of  a  man's 
head.  The  other  portion  of  the  machine,  that 
in  which  the  cooled  air  expands  and  so  cools 
itself  still  further  until  it  has  reached  the 
point  of  liquefaction,  is  somewhat  smaller.  It 
is  a  seemingly  inextricable  tangle  of  tubes. 

The  capacity  of  this  machine  is  about  half 
a  gallon  of  liquid  air  an  hour.  Power  will  be 
furnished  by  a  five-horse  power  gas  engine, 
and  once  started  its  action  is  practically  au- 
tomatic and  continuous  so  long  as  the  power 
is  furnished.  Mr.  Brush  has  already  one  of 
the  finest  private  laboratories  in  the  world, 
and  with  this  new  machine  it  will  be  more 
complete  in  its  Hne  than  any  other  private 
laboratory  in  the  country. 

"I  have  no  idea  of  making  any  commercial 
use  of  liquid  air,  or  trying  to,"  said  Mr. 
Brush,  when  asked  about  the  new  machine. 
"It  will  be  a  long  time  before  there  is  any 
money  to  be  made  out  of  the  discovery  com- 
mercially. It  will  never  be  used  for  power. 
It  is  not  a  commercial  possibility  as  a  source 
of  energy  for  propelling  anything.  It  may 
in  time  come  to  be  used  as  an  aid  to  combus- 
tion, but  that  is  far  in  the  future. 

"Friends  have  sent  me  from  all  parts  of  the 
country  clippings  containing  garbled  quota- 
tions from  an  interview  with  me  that  a  Cleve- 
land paper  published  some  time  ago,  by  which 
I  was  made  to  say  that  I  was  interested  in 
liquid  air  as  a  motive  power.  The  Cleveland 
paper  printed  what  I  said  accurately,  but  the 
'faked'  articles  in  the  other  papers  turned  it 
all  around.  I  want  to  go  on  record,  there- 
fore, as  saying  that  liciuid  air  has  no  possi- 
bilities as  a  motive  power  in  a  commercial 
sense. 

"People  are  organizing,  or  trying  to  or- 
ganize, companies  for  the  development  of  the 
discovery  as  a  motive  power.  They  are  all 
worthless,  for  it  takes  a  great  deal  more 
power  to  make  liquid  air  than  could  ever  be 
got  out  of  it,  even  if  it  were  possible  to  con- 
trol it  and  keep  it  from  warming  and  burst- 
ing anything  in  which  it  was  attempted  to 
confine  it.  But  for  experimental  purposes  in 
laboratory  work  it  is  one  of  the  most  useful 
things  that  has  ever  been  devised.  The  ex- 
periments it  makes  possible  are  wonderfully 
beautiful,  and  equally  valuable  to  the  scien- 
tist."   

Claim  "Basic"  Patents. 

The  United  States  Automotor  Co.,  which 
was    incorporated    under    New    Jersey    laws. 


with  a  capital  stock  of  $1,000,000,  is  a 
company  the  promoters  of  which  do  not 
desire  to  disclose  the  nature  of  their  patents. 
The  company's  attorneys  stated,  however, 
that  they  are  basic  and  are  applicable  to  all 
sorts  of  motor  power.  The  new  company  has 
no  connection  with  any  other  auotomobile 
company,  and  will  commence  the  manufac- 
ture of  various  classes  of  vehicles  as  soon  as 
the  financial  part  of  the  deal  is  completed  sat- 
isfactorily. 

Two  Clever  inventors. 

John  M.  Marty,  superintendent  of  the  Kelly 
Handle-Bar    Co.,    Cleveland,    was    allowed    a 


patent  on  an  improvement  on  the  well-known 
Kelly  handle-bar,  last  week,  while  N.  E.  Par- 
ish, of  the  Parish  &  Bingham  Co.,  of  the 
same  place,  was  granted  protection  on  an  in- 
vention for  simplifying  the  manufacture  of 
stamped  sprockets,  for  which  his  company 
is  famous. 

Charge  of  Coast  Trade. 
President  W.  I.  Grubb  will  have  charge  of 
the  Light  Cycle  Co.'s  branch  store  at  307 
Larkin  street,  San  Francisco,  from  which 
branch  the  trade  in  California,  Oregon  and 
Washington  is  handled.  He  expects  to  cover 
the  whole  territory,  leaving  here  about  De- 
cember 1. 


The  IVIan  and  the  Machine. 


During  the  past  season  Eddie  McDuffee 
has  made  the  following  remarkable  times: 
One-quarter  mile,  18  seconds;  one-third  mile, 
27  2-5  seconds;  half  mile,  39  seconds;  one 
mile,  1.21;  two  miles,  2.54;  three  miles,  4.23; 
four  miles,  5.31  2-5;  five  miles,  7.12  3-5;  ten 
miles,  15.18  4-5.  Several  of  the  above  stand 
as'  world's  records,  while  others  are  not 
official  records,  because  they  represent  inter- 
mediate times  in  trials  where  the  rider  was 
sanctioned  to  attempt  record  breaking  for 
a  given  distance  only. 

McDuffee's  work  is  of  special  interest  in  its 
relation  to  the  development  of  motor  pace. 
Mechanical  pacing  contrivances  first  came 
into  prominent  notice  last  year,  when  they 
achieved  only  limited  success.  Until  this  sea- 
son trained  pacing  crews  mounted  on  tan- 
dems or  triplets  were  decidedly  superior  to 
any  self-moving  machine  that  had  been 
adapted  to  track  use.  In  deciding  to  go  for 
records  this  year 
McDuffee  be- 

lieved that  note- 
worthy success 
could  be  best  at- 
tained only 
through  marked 
improvement  in 
motor  pace,  '  for 
it  was  pretty  well 
established  that 
the  best  that  could 
be  done  by  the 
aid  of  human  pace 
had  already 
been  accomplish- 
ed. Early  in  July 
he  established  headquarters  at  New  Bedford, 
Mass.,  where  he  had  every  opportunity  for 
practice  behind  a  steam  machine  which  had 
been  carefully  designed  and  built  under  his 
direction. 

This  machine,  a  cut  of  which  is  shown  here- 
with, McDuffee  has  used  through  the  entire 
season,  after  some  minor  improvements  had 
been  incorporated  in  the  original  model.  The 
power  is  steam,  the  heat  being  derived  from 
vaporized  gasolene.  Six  gallons  of  raw  gaso- 
lene are  carried  in  a  tank  in  the  rear  of  the 
steersman.  Counterbalancing  this  tank  is 
one  carrying  about  sixty  pounds  of  com- 
pressed air  to  force  the  gasolene  into  use. 
This  fuel  is  vaporized  by  heat,  and  is  then 
forced  under  the  boiler,  where  it  is  ignited 
by  about  one  hundred  jets  of  flame  that  pass 
in  and  around  three  hundred  or  more  small 
copper  tubes,  in  which  the  steam  is  made. 
The  water,  which  is  carried  in  a  tank  under 
the  steersman,  can  be  pumped  out  of  this 
tank   or    back   again.     The    gasolene    flow    is 


controlled  by  an  ingenious  device,  and  the 
speed  of  the  machine  is  easily  regulated  by  the 
engineer  on  the  rear  seat.  The  rear  wheel 
revolves  once  at  every  piston  stroke,  and 
2,700  revolutions  of  the  driving  wheel  per 
minute  are  guaranteed  by  the  makers  of  the 
machine.  The  horse-power  is  calculated  at 
four  and  a  half,  and  the  stroke  of  the  piston 
is  five  inches.  From  start  to  finish  McDuffee 
rode  only  the  Columbia  Chainless. 

At  New  Bedford,  on  June  29,  McDuffee 
established  a  new  record  for  the  mile  in 
1.31  2-5.  On  July  29  he  reduced  this  record 
to  1.28.  October  4,  at  Brockton,  Mass.,  he 
lowered  the  mile  record  to  1.21,  brought  the 
two-mile  record  under  three  minutes,  cov- 
ered three  miles  in  4.23  and  five  miles  in 
7.12  3-5.  He  closed  his  season  at  Chicago 
strong  in  the  belief  that  he  has  not  yet  ac- 
complished the  fastest  time  of  which  he  is 
capable.      McDuffee    was   known    as    a    road 


racer  as  far  back  as  1897,  but  he  was 
never  considered  anything  extraordinary  un- 
til June  17  of  that  year,  when  he  de- 
feated Michael  in  a  15-mile  paced  race.  The 
following  October  McDuffee  lowered  the 
world's  record  to  1.38  1-5  at  Philadelphia. 
The  best  previous  record  for  the  mile  being 
1.39  1-5,  made  by  Hamilton,  and  a  half  hour 
before  McDuffee  rode  that  mile  he  had  no 
idea  of  making  the  trial.  It  was  at  the  Wil- 
low Grove  track  and  he  was  watching  Lesna's 
trial  for  the  American  hour  record  when  the 
idea  struck  him.  Within  twenty  minutes  he 
had  organized  a  pacing  crew  and  obtained 
the  track  manager's  permission  to  make  the 
trial.  His  success  was  hailed  with  tremend- 
ous enthusiasm.  During  the  past  two  years 
he  has  been  recognized  all  over  the  world  as 
one  of  the  fastest  men  ever  seen  on  the 
track.  McDuffee  is  28  years  old,  weighs 
167  pounds  and  is  five  feet  eight  inches  tall. 
His  compact  muscular  build  suggests  the  all 
around  athlete. 
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Cbe  *  fowler  ^  Crutb 

This  little  publication  will  arrive  weekly  until  further 
notice,  and  the  publishers  hope,  as  does  its  editor, 
that  through  it  we  may  induce  some  business  our  way, 
which  we  believe  will  be  mutually  pleasant  and 
profitable. 

I'UBLISHED    BY 

FOWLER    CYCLE   WORKS, 

140  Fulton  Street, 

whose  sole  aim  is  to  make  good  honest  bicycles  and 
sell  them  to  agents  who  appreciate  up-to-date,  honest 
business  treatment. 

Editor,  FRANK  T.  FOWLER. 


We  are  not  in  the  bicycle  trust. 

We   are   members  of  tlie  CYCLE  TRADES 

PROTECTIVE  ASSOCIATION. 


HOWDY  ? 

Howdy-do,  folks — be  you  friends — ac- 
quaintances— competitors  or  foes — How- 
dy? 

We're  darned  glad  to  see  you  again 
and  we  don't  mean  to  be  slow  in  say- 
ing it. 

If  some  of  you  ain't  "tickled  to  death" 
to  see  us  again  it's  all  the  same  to  us — 
as  if  we  men  all  thought  alike  we  would 
all  want  to  marry  the  same  good  woman 
and  what  a  "rough  house"  there  would 
be. 

If  you  were  all  glad  to  see  us  "here" 
again  we  would  in  our  extreme  modesty 
feel  so  "bloody"  embarrassed  we  couldn't 
do  a  thing. 

Our  policy  will  be  as  ever  before:  "Hew 
straight  to  the  line  and  let  the  chips  fall 
where  they  will." 


WANTED. 

Former  successful  Fowler  traveling  rep- 
resentatives who  are  desirous  of  engaging 
with  us  from  now  till  retail  business 
starts.  Please  address  letter  of  applica- 
tion to 

Prest.  Fowler  Cycle  Works, 

No.  140  Fulton  St. 


OUR  NEW  PLANT. 

After  eight  years'  location  at  the  corner 
of  Washington  and  Union  Streets  we  have 
removed  to  the  great  Fraser  &  Chalmers 
building — three  blocks  north. 

We  have  an  ideal  factory  building — every 
foot  light  and  airy. 

Thirty-inch  fire  walls  separating  the  dif- 
ferent departments,  and  in  case  of  fire  we 


would  at  the  worst  stop  but  one  branch  oi 
the  making. 

We've  taken  a  long  lease  on  the  premi- 
ses, and  every  modern  appliance  for  me- 
chanical excellence  of  cycle  construction 
and  sanitary  pleasant  arrangements  for  our 
employes  has  been  provided. 

■We're  located  near  a  good  cafe,  and  if 
any  of  our  agents  should  drop  in  we  can 
at  least  entertain  them  in  a  neat,  cozy 
business  office  and  place  at  their  nearby 
disposal  "cofifee  and  sinkers"  with  a  bit  of 
"tea"- — if  desired. 

So  you're  all  invited  to  drop  in. 


Where  will 
money 
reach  you 


The 
1 900  Fowler 
Agency 

•will  put 
yoo  in  direct 
connection  with  a 
bank  roll. 

Write  OS. 

Fowler  Cycle 
Works.... 

140  Fulton  Street 
Chicago.... 

m 


IS  HIMSELF  AGAIN, 

A  friend  said  of  us  a  few  days  ago — 
"Fowler  is  himself  again,"  and  without 
throwing  any  bunches  of  American  Beau- 
ties at  ourselves  at  Thanksgiving  Day 
prices,  that  means  a  "whole  lot."  It  means 
that  there  is  a  fighter  in  the  bicycle  ring 
who  will  take  ofT  his  coat  and  fight  for  his 
friends  and  fight  for  his  own  rights,  too. 
No  weak-kneed  coward  or  a  "four  flusher." 
Trouble  is  on  and  "Fowler  is  (sure  enough) 
himself  again." 


I® 


The  Fowler  for  1900 

AND 

A  Little  Story. 

We  have  our  advance  sheet  ready  that 
briefly  tells  of  Fowlers  for  1900,  and  while 
they  are  "stunning"  they  are  not  like 
"Billy"  Herrick's  "bull  pups,"  as  the  story 
goes: — 

Billy  in  days  of  yore,  as  a  diversion  from 
business,  raised  fine  bred  dogs,  and  he  got 
quite  a  "rep."  at  it,  too.  He  got  so  many 
orders  in  advance  that  he  was  much  elated 
at  his  success,  and  when  the  little  ones 
finally  arrived  and  Billy,  with  face  aglow, 
looked  at  the  cute  little  things  he  said  to 
the  chief  clerk  of  the  "dog  department": 
"Notify  the  people  who  ordered  these  pups 

that  they  are  too  d pretty  to  sell.     I'll 

keep  'em." 

Our  advance  sheet  is  a  high  bred  bit  of 
satisfactory  printing  and  information,  and 
will  please  you — we  know. 

A  postal  addressed  to 

FOWLER  CYCLE  WORKS, 

140  Fulton  St., 

CHICAGO, 

will  bring  it. 


BRANCHES  AND  DEPOTS. 

New  England  Branch, 

Boston,  Mass. 

Middle  States  Branch, 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 
To  date  we  only  have  these  branch  de- 
pots   located,    but   will    probably    locate    a 
western  coast  branch  depot  at 

San  Francisco, 

California, 
and  unless  we  can  cover 

Denver, 

Colorado, 
satisfactorily  we  will  also  locate  a  branch 
depot  there. 


LET  US  HEAR  FROfl  YOU. 

We  shall  be  delighted  to  hear  from  old 
and  new  friends  and  if  you  are  not  equipped 
for  your  entire  line  of  bicycles  for  next 
year — let  us  have  an  opportunity  to  tell  you 
what  we  have. 
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TO  CAPTIRE  EIROPC. 


How    One     American     Automobile     Company    Is 

Now    Arranging    to    Do 

This. 

The  Electric  Vehicle  Co.  have  just  com- 
pleted arrangements  for  extending  operations 
to  Europe.  This  seems  at  first  sight  like  car- 
rying coals  to  Newcastle,  but  officers  of  the 
company  assert  that  this  is  not  the  case  and 
that  the  company  have  a  large  field  abroad 
for  the  sale  of  vehicles.  President  R.  McA. 
Lloyd  of  the  company,  when  questioned,  said: 
"When  the  Electric  Vehicle  Co.  not  long  ago 
consolidated  with  the  Pope  Mfg.  Co.  no  ar- 
rangement was  made  to  enter  the  foreign 
market,  the  foreign  business  of  the  Pope  Com- 
pany not  being  taken  over.  The  Pope  Com- 
pany had  already  obtained  a  foothold  abroad, 
being  greatly  favored  by  the  reputation  of 
the  Columbia  bicycle,  and  found  a  ready  mar- 
ket for  their  vehicles. 

"An  arrangement  was  effected  last  week 
by  which  the  Electric  Vehicle  Co.  got  control 
of  the  business  of  the  Pope  Mfg.  Co.  in  Eu- 
rope. This  arrangement  includes  a  working 
agreement  with  Ludwig  Loewe  &  Co.,  of 
Berlin,  for  Germany  and  Austria,  by  which 
the  Electric  Vehicle  Co.  will  get  a  handsome 
royalty  on  all  the  gross  business  in  automo- 
biles of  this  firm.  They  will  use  our  designs 
to  some  extent. 

"In  France  we  are  now  starting  a  trans- 
portation company  on  the  same  lines  as  those 
followed  in  organizing  those  in  this  country. 
This  company,  which  is  known  as  'I'Electro- 
motion,'   is   licensed  by  the    Electric   Vehicle 


Co.  In  addition  to  this  company  the  Electric 
Vehicle  Co.  will  open  general  offices  in  Paris. 
Mr.  Hart  O.  Berg,  formerly  with  the  Pope 
Mfg.  Co.,  will  be  the  general  manager. 

"We  also  propose  to  start  a  transportation 
company  in  England,  Russia  and  other  Euro- 
pean countries.  In  England  there  is  a  great 
demand  for  automobiles  and  practically  no 
supply  of  first-class  vehicles.  In  France  and 
Germany,  of  course,  the  business  has  reached 
considerable  proportions.  We  find,  however, 
that  there  is  little  system  in  the  business  anl 
that  there  is  a  good  chance  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  American  ideas. 

"There  are  about  5UU  manufacturers  in  Eu- 
rope to-day  and  about  5,000  automobiles  now 
in  use  in  France  alone.  All  the  factories, 
however,  have  their  entire  product  sold  far 
ahead.  We  could  sell  our  entire  output  to- 
day in  France  alone,  and  at  better  prices  than 
we  can  get  here.  We  are  at  present  building 
200  vehicles  for  shipment  to  France.  There 
is  a  great  field  abroad.  The  industry  has  just 
been  developed  there  to  a  stage  where  the 
people  realize  that  the  horse  has  got  to  go. 
London  is  an  especially  attractive  field. 

"The  Electric  Vehicle  Co.  will  have  an 
elaborate  exhibit  at  the  coming  World's  Fair 
at  Paris,  the  intention  being  to  make  its  dis- 
play the  most  complete  of  any." 

Regarding  the  home  operations  of  the  Elec- 
tric Vehicle  Co.  Mr.  Lloyd  said  that  the  only 
difficulty  was  in  obtaining  vehicles.  About 
500  had  thus  far  been  turned  out  from  the  ■ 
company's  manufactories,  and  others  were 
steadily  being  completed..  The  company,  he 
said,  made  gasolene  as  well  as  electric  vehi- 
cles, just  as  desired  by  its  patrons. 


Changes  in   Grand   Rapids.  pioneer  manufacturers  in  their  line,  will  now 

The  Jarvis  &   Daniels   Company  have  sold  have  two  factories,  both  of  very  great  capac- 

their    leather    goods    factory    to    the    Grand  ity.     Jarvis    8i   Daniels   state  that   the    Grand 

Rapids    Bicycle   Grip    Co.,    of    Grand   Rapids,  Rapids  Bicycle  Grip  Co.  have  taken  over  all 

Mich.     The  Grand  Rapids  Grip  Co.,  who  are  their  orders,  contracts  and  good-will. 


Johnson's  Novel  Wheel. 

This    is   an   age    of   compression   plus    con-  to  be  taken  apart.     Without  the  employment 

densation.     "Ike"  Johnson,  the  famous  cycle  of    any    tools,    thumbscrews,    bolts    or    nuts, 

instructor  of   Newport,   has  applied  this  idea  Johnson  was  timed  in  taking  the  wheel  apart 

to  the  bicycle  in  a  most  ingenious  and   satis-  and  reassembling  it  in  just  three  and  six  sec- 


factory  fashion.  The  machine  here  shown 
has  been  ridden  by  Johnson  over  2,000  miles 
of  New  England  roads,  and  is  to-day  as  sound 
as  a  dollar.  No  one  who  was  not  looking  for 
it  would  ever  suspect  the  machine  was  built 


onds,  respectively.  The  machine  weighs  nj  more 
than  the  ordinary  wheel,  and  Johnson  claims  is 
actually  stronger  than  the  non-collapsible  one. 
If  the  ideal  bicycle  for  war  is  in  sight  this 
Johnson  idea  will  meet  prompt  recognition. 


$^ 


IT 

IS 
JUST  AS  WELL 

TO 

WRITE  THEM 

THE 


$ 


$peGialtie$ 


THERE 
ARE 

Dollars 

In 

Them 

From 

Beginning  to  End 

FOR 

Any 
Dealer 

Or 
Jobber 

who  knows  what's  what. 
Those  sponge  rubber 
grips,  detachable  pedal 
rubbers,  conforming 
plugs,  frame  guards  and 
all  those  other  quick- 
sellers  and  dollar-makers 
are  on  our  list. 

Are  they  on  yours  ? 


$^ 


STRAUS  TIRE   CO. 

127  Duane  St.,  NewYork. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


i 
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Not  the  Cheapest,  but  the  Best. 
Chain  Always  in  Line. 


Eag;Ie  Bicycles  show  a  distinc- 
tion in  desig:n  and  a  perfection 
in  detail  workmanship  not  found 
in  other  makes,   jf-    ^   ^   J-   J- 


The  Eagle  Bicycle  Mfg.  Co., 

Toffington,  Conn. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


It  is  easy  to  build  up  a  pod  business  at  a  fair 
profit  on  Eagle  Bicycles  owing  to  their  distinc- 
tive features.     We  make  a  complete  line. 


«»  ^(S).f(S)4(j)>(i)4(i)^(i)4(i)4(;)>^i)4<i)4(i)4(i)4®^K?)^ 


No.    9  B. 


We  do  not  claim  to  be  the  oldest 
manufacturers  of  pedals,  but  our  com- 
petitors admit  that  we  are  the  most  pro- 
gressive. 

Certain  it  is  we  have  made  a  success 
by  use  of  our  brains  and  not  by  stealing 
from  our  competitors. 

RECORD  PEDALS 

originated  with  us;  they  have  been 
copied  by  the  oldest  manufacturers  of 
these  useful  devices,  but  live  bicycle  man- 
ufacturers still  buy  the 


RECORD.   IT  RESTS  THE  FEET. 

HIBBARD,  SPENCER,  BARTLETT  &  CO.,        RECORD    PEDAL    MEG.    CO., 


Chicago,  llh. 

Distributers  for  Chicago. 


221  Columbus  Ave.,  Boston,  Mass. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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AT  OUR  DOORS. 


Where    Many   an   American   Bicycle   in   the   Very 

Near   Future   Is   Going   to   Be 

Sold. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Nov.  25. — The  fact  is 
being  demonstrated  that  Cuba  is  a  country  in 
which  the  bicycle  trade  of  the  United  States 
has  a  great  interest.  To  secure  the  trade 
there  are,  however,  difficulties  which  only  the 
characteristic  energy  of  Americans  can  over- 
come. If  American  manufacturers  want 
Cuban  trade,  it  is  certain  their  products  can 
be  sold  in  Cuba  in  quantities  large  enough  to 
justify  the  effort  that  will  have  to  be  made. 
The  essentials  for  all  this  are  good  salesmen 
who  can  speak  Spanish,  and  who  are  pro- 
vided with  catalogues  and  circulars  printed  in 
Spanish;  then  the  right  kind  of  goods,  which 
must  be  packed  and  handled  in  the  manner 
local  dealers  are  accustomed  to. 

There  are  conditions  in  Cuba,  however, 
which  the  American  bicycle  trade  cannot  af- 
ford to  ignore.  Too  much  is  at  stake  to  per- 
mit the  trade  of  such  a  magnificent  country 
as  Cuba  is  certain  to  become  to  be  diverted  to 
either  Germany  or  England.  The  trade  of 
Cuba  belongs  to  the  United  States,  and  there 
it  will  go,  provided  only  that  straightforward 
methods  are  shown  to  be  the  rule,  rather  than 
the  exception,  with  Americans. 

As  showing  the  growing  importance  of  the 
Cuban  cycle  trade,  the  following  figures  are 
interesting.  During  the  fiscal  year  of  1898  the 
exports  from  America  to  Cuba  were  valued 
at  $9,214,  while  in  1899  they  had  increased  to 
$22,614.     During  the  nine  months  ending  Sep- 


tember of  the  current  year  the  exports  were 
valued  at  $64,504,  as  against  a  value  of  $3,406 
during  the  same  period  of  1898. 

This  winter  there  is  sure  to  be  a  grand  ex- 
odus to  Cuba  from  the  United  States.  The 
steamship  agents  are  even  now  figuring  on 
having  not  less  than  70,000  people  as  passen- 
gers for  Cuba.  All  this  means  business  for 
cycle  manufacturers,  if  they  but  use  the  proper 
methods  to  obtain  this  trade. 

''1/1  ^1/'  

!//  /v       Gives  an  Excellent  Grip. 

The  cut  herewith  tells  its  own  story.  It  is 
a  bicycle  screwdriver  which  is  being  marketed 
by  the  Buffalo  Specialty  Mfg.  Co.    The  handle- 


up  till  the  time  he  was  discharged  by  the  com- 
pany was  acting  in  the  capacity  of  manager. 
Mr.  Cole,  after  his  discharge,  had  a  warrant 
issued  by  a  local  justice  causing  the  arrest  of 
La  Monte  Bateman,  the  general  manager, 
charging  him  with  causing  the  discharge  on 
account  of  the  fact  that  he  (Cole)  is  a  member 
of  the  Bicycle  Workers'  Union.  Under  a  law 
passed  by  the  last  Legisla!ture,  it  is  made  un- 
lawful for  the  proprietor  of  a  factory  to  dis- 
charge, or  threaten  to  discharge,  an  employe 
because  he  is  a  member  of  a  union,  and  the 
penalty,  if  proven,  is  a  fine  of  $100  or  impris- 
onment for  a  term  of  not  more  than  six 
months.    This  is  the  first  case  taken  up  under 
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of  the  tool  is  made  of  solid  sole  leather  and 
covers  almost  the  entire  blade,  which  is  sure 
to  be  very  effectual,  because  the  person  using 
it  gets  the  very  best  kind  of  a  purchase  on  ac- 
count of  the  long  handle.  Furthermore,  the 
handle,  being  made  of  solid  leather,  makes  the 
little  tool  indestructible.  This  is  not  only  a 
bicycle  screwdriver,  but  can  be  used  for  sew- 
ing-machines, typewriters,  electrical  work  and 
light  machinery  as  well. 


To  Test  Coercion  Law. 

Toledo,  Nov.  25. — A  most  interesting  law- 
suit will  be  tried  here  this  week,  which  will  de- 
termine the  force  of  the  coercion  law  of  Ohio. 
The  case  in  point  is  against  the  Toledo  Tube 
Works  and  is  brought  by  Alonzo  B.  Cole,  who 


the  law  and  will  probably  be  carried  to  higher 
courts.  

Not  All  the  Good  Die  Young. 

Bicycle  clubs  are  not  all  dead  yet.  The 
Cleveland  Wheel  Club,  of  Cleveland,  after 
passing  through  many  vicissitudes  and  any 
number  of  times  being  on  the  verge  of  yield- 
ing up  the  ghost,  has  finally  succeeded  in 
raising  enough  money  to  carry  out  its  long 
cherished  dream  for  a  first-class  gymnasium. 
A  few  days  ago  ground  was  broken  for  a  new 
building,  owned  by  the  club,  100x68  feet,  and 
the  establishment  will  be  completed  in  the 
near  future.  Applications  for  membership 
are  beginning  to  pour  in  as  a  result,  and  the 
club  promises  to  become  more  prosperous. 


THE  1900 

ROUGH 
RIDER 


ACETYLENE  GAS  LAMP. 

CONSTRUCTION-SIMPLICITY  ITSELF-nothIng  to  get  out  of  order. 
VERY  STRONG  AND  SERVICEABLE,  yet  light  in  weight. 

ROUGH  RIDING  cannot  put  It  out. 
EVERY  LAMP  carefully  tested  before  leaving  factory, 
and 
GUARANTEED  IN  EVERY  RESPECT. 

OUR  PRICE-UNIFORM-LOW-and  should  have  a  place  In  every  jobber's 

catalogue. 


Electrotypes  and  Prices  on  application 


^THE  NASSAU  LAMP  CO. 

MANUFACTURERS, 
29  LIBERTY  ST.,  NEW  YORK. 

Kindly  mention  Tlie  Wheel. 
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Among  the  Gods 

the   strength   of   Hercules 
^as  unsurpassed. 

Only  his  superior  strength 
over  other  gods  suffices  to 
illustrate  how  much  strong- 
er is  the  Claus  bar  than  any 
other  bar. 

The  wonderful   strength 
of  the  Claus  bar  is  due  to 
several  very  simple  reasons : 
It  is  made   of   the  best^ 
finest,  most  expensive  ma- 
terial obtainable. 

It  has  no  small  parts,  no 
small  weak  teeth  to  break, 
no  nuts  to  work  loose. 

It  isn't  made  of  two 
halves  hanging  on  to  each 
other  by  the  strecgth  of  a 
few  small,  weak  teeth. 

It  is  all  one  bar — all  one 
thing — as  solid  as  a  station- 
ary bar. 
All  its  parts  interlock 
with  the  grip  of  a  bracing. 
If  other  bars  are  as  strong 
as  the  Claus.  why  don't  the 
makers  guarantee  them  for- 
ever ?    We  do. 

The  Claus 
Handle-Bat  Mfg.  Co., 

Milwaukee,  Wis..  U.  S.  A. 
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The  Claus  Bar 

is  strong  commercially  as 
well  as  intrinsically. 

It  strengthens  the  value — 
the  selling  power  —  of  a 
wheel  equipped  with  it. 

It  strengthens  the  argu- 
ment of  the  maker,  jobber 
and  dealer. 

Wc  are  telling  riders  and 
dealers  that  it  is  the  only 
bar  guaranteed  forever. 

If  the  Claus,  or  any  part 
of  it,  breaks  at  any  time  we 
will  replace  it. 

Thousands  now  know 
that  it  is  the  only  bar  tfiat 
can  be  adjusted  without  a 
wrench  —  that  does  not 
cramp  the  chest— that  can- 
not work  loose— in  which 
all  parts  interlock. 

The  dealer  who  buys  bi- 
cycles without  specifying 
the   Claus  isn't  giving  his 

customers  what  they  ought 
to  have. 

The  maker  or  jobber 
who  doesn't  equip  the  Claus 
isn't  helping  the  dealer  all 
he  can.     Write  for  prices. 

The  Claus 
Handle-Bar  Mf jj.  Co., 

Milwaukee,  Wis.  ,U.  S.  A. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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fROM  THE  ANTIPODES. 


What    Bill  Martin  and  Some   Others   Less    Notori- 
ous   Are    Doing    in    Aus- 
tralia. 

Melbourne,  Australia,  Oct.  23. 

Editor  The  Wheel:  William  Martin  is  still 
at  large,  and,  what  is  more,  is  still  winning. 
His  latest  achievement  is  to  annex  the  mile 
championship  of  Australia,  /or  which  there 
was  a  hard  fight.  William  won  it  by  superb 
judgment  and  hard  plugging.  This  race  was 
contested  at  Sydney,  N.  S.  W.,  on  October  7, 
at  the  meet  of  that  Colony's  League.  At  the 
same  meeting,  same  day,  in  a  motor-paced 
event,  Martin  won  his  heat  from  McDonald, 
riding  5  miles  in  9.40.  He  was  handicapped 
by  a  low  gear — his  competition  racing  gear. 

Still  referring  to  WilHam,  you  will  remem- 
ber, from  my  former  letters,  his  match  with 
D.  Walker.  The  Victorian  League  held  an 
inquiry,  or,  rather,  an  inquiry  was  held  for 
the  benefit  of  the  League,  and  certain  persons 
were  censured.  The  League  then  deputed 
a  sub-committee  to  consider  the  question 
from  its  point  of  view,  which  committee,  it 
is  said,  will  recommend: 

1.  That  the  principals  of  the  match,  Messrs. 
Martin  and  Walker,  be  fined  $50  each. 

2.  That  L.  B.  Scharp  (manager  for  the 
meeting  for  the  St.  Kilda  Cricket  Club,  upon 
whose  ground  the  match  was  contested)  be 
debarred  from  joining  the  League  for  two 
years. 

3.  That  the  St.  Kilda  Cricket  Club's  track 
be  disqualified. 

The  latter  recommendation  appears  to  be 
harsh,  but  so  far  as  is  known,  the  cricket 
club  has  refused  to  furnish  any  explanation 
of  the  part  they  played  in  the  match. 

The  committee  will  also  find  that  the  match 
did  not  take  place  under  the  conditions  orig- 
inally set  out;  that  Martin  was  the  more  cul- 
pable of  the  two  contestants;  that  Walker 
proved  he  lodged  his  deposit  with  the  club; 
that  Martin  did  not;  and  consider  that 
Walker,  to  a  certain  extent,  acted  in  good  ' 
faith.  Yet  they  will  fine  him  as  much  as  they 
will  Martin!  But,  of  course,  these  are  merely 
the  committee's  recommendations. 

Considerable  interest  is  being  evinced 
throughout  Australia  with  regard  to  the 
movements  of  four  wheelmen  who  are  circum- 
cyclingour  island  continent,  the  total  mileageof 
the  trip  heing  estimated  at  about  10,000  miles. 
They  are  not  all  traveling  together,  however. 
Three  started  from  Melbourne  and  went  east 
and  north  to  Sydney,  and  Brisbane  in  Queens- 
land. The  fourth  started  from  Perth,  in  far 
West  Australia,  going  north  and  east,  and 
reaching  North  Queensland  by  that  route. 
The  two  parties  met  in  the  North  Territory 
at  a  place  called  Powell's  Creek,  last  Septem- 
ber, a  telegraph  station  on  the  overland  cable, 
in  the  wilds  of  Northern  Australia.  Each  had 
had  sufferings — thirst,  hunger  and  other  dis- 
comfort— ere  they  reached  that  point,  and  a 
stay  of  a  few  days  to  recuperate  was  compul- 
sory. All  have  left  the  cable  station,  the  one 
man,  Richardson,  tackling  a  terrible  stretch, 
and  from  whom  no  word  has  since  been 
heard  (three  weeks),  while  the  trio.  White 
brothers  and  D.  Mackey,  have  safely  reached 
Port  Darwin,  on  the  northern  coast,  simply 
following  the  cable  thither.  Their  journey  is 
but  half  done. 

An  association  of  the  members  of  the  cycle 
trade  in  Melbourne  has  just  been  formed,  and 


which  was  needed  very  badly.  "In  the  trade" 
is  a  phrase  which  was  in  every  man's  mouth 
who  hoped  to  get  this  or  that  at  wholesale 
price.  It  is  hoped,  among  other  things,  that 
the  "Board"  will  endeavor  to  eradicate  this 
evil,  not  by  endeavoring  to  combat  the  effect, 
but  by  removing  the  cause. 

The  programme  for  the  Austral  Race 
Meeting,  to  be  held  on  the  first,  second  and 
third  Saturdays  in  December,  shows  that  the 
money  for  the  big  event,  the  Austral  Wheel 
Race,  will  be  $2,500— $1,500,  $750  and  $250. 
There  are  other  handicap  events,  and  several 
scratch  races,  which  will  swell  the  total  prize 
money  for  the  three  days  to  $5,000. 

The  next  big  handicap  of  importance,  which 
hitherto  (for  the  past  two  or  three  years,  at 
least,  has  been  richer  than  the  Austral,  is  the 
Australian  Natives'  Association  Wheel  Race, 
but,  owing  to  an  art  union  in  connection  with 
the  celebration  being  discontinued  this  year, 
the  prizes  are  lower,  viz.:  $1,000,  $500,  $165. 
This  race  will  be  run  on  January  26,  next. 


ON  THE  RACK. 


Crowther,  Duryea  and  a  IVIillion. 

The  incorporation  papers  have  been  filed  in 
New  Jersey  of  the  Duryea  Motor  Co.  The 
capital  stock  will  be  $1,000,000,  of  which  $100,- 
000  will  be  a  6-per-cent  preferred  steck  and 
the  remainder  will  be  common  stock.  It  is 
announced  that  the  company  has  purchased 
the  patents  of  the  Duryea  Mfg.  Co.,  of 
Peoria,  111.  The  officers  of  the  new  company 
will  be  Henry  Crowther,  president,  and 
Charles  E.  Duryea,  vice-president  and  chief 
engineer. 

On  Tuesday  Mr.  Butler,  of  the  Peoria  Rub- 
ber Mfg.  Co.,  Peoria,  said  that  Mr.  Duryea 
would  not  be  permitted  to  carry  on  the  new 
deal  unless  a  settlement  with  the  Peoria  com- 
pany could  be  made.  In  other  words,  that  the 
Peoria  Rubber  &  Mfg.  Co.  has  a  contract  by 
which  Mr.  Duryea's  automobile  ideas  are  at 
their  disposal  as  long  as  they  carry  out  their 
part  of  the  contract.  They  are  willing  to  sell 
their  rights  in  the  matter,  and  Mr.  Duryea 
went  to  Peoria  Monday  night  to  adjust  the 
difficulty  if  possible. 


Yost  to  Coast. 

Charles  A.  Yost,  of  Toledo,  well  known  to 
the  bicycle  trade  through  his  association  with 
the  Yost  Mfg.  Co.,  manager  for  a  Cleveland 
branch  store  of  that  concern,  of  which  his 
father,  J.  L.  Yost,  was  the  head,  has  left 
Toledo  to  become  assistant  manager  of  the 
Alexander-Yost  Hardware  Co.,  of  San  Fran- 
cisco. The  concern  is  one  of  the  oldest  of  its 
kind  on  the  coast,  and  J.  L.  Yost  has  been 
interested  in  it  for  a  number  of  years. 


Big  German  Tire  Works  Burned. 

The  main  building  of  the  Austro-American 
India-rubber  factory  in  Vienna  was  destroyed 
by  fire  last  week.  The  plant  is  in  Breitenese, 
a  suburb  of  Vienna,  and  is  the  biggest  con- 
cern of  its  kind  in  Europe.  Its  chief  product 
was  pneumatic  cycle  tires  for  the  Continental 
trade. 


Sold  to  St.  Paul  Concern. 

No  grass  is  going  to  grow  under  the  wheels, 
commercial  or  manufactured,  of  the  Western 
Mfg.  Co.  This  Laporte  concern  have  just 
closed  a  contract  for  4,728  bicycles,  to  be 
shipped  at  once  to  a  big  St.  Paul  hardware 
concern. 


Patentee      Is      Attempting      to      Place      Buffalo 

Cycle    Stand    Users    There 

Legally. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  27.— The  following  is 
a  copy  of  a  notice  which  has  been  served  on 
practically  every  person  here  having  a  bicycle 
rack  of  any  description  in  front  of  their  place 
of  business  or  residence: 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. — You  are  hereby  notified  that  you 
are  infringing  upon  my  W.  S.  Design  Letters  Patent, 
No.  27,222,  dated  June  15,  1897,  for  bicycle  rack,  by 
making,  using  or  selling  one  or  more  bicycle  racks 
containing  the  design  of  said  patent,  and  that  unless 
you  procure  a  license  from  Hey  &  Parsons,  Everson 
Building,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  my  attorneys,  for  the  in- 
fringement and  use  of  said  bicycle  rack,  suit  will 
be  commenced  against  you  in  the  United  States 
Circuit  Court  to  restrain  you  and  for  damages  for 
your  unlawful  use  of  the  patent.  Yours,  etc.,  Edwin 
S.   Calkins. 

It  is  also  understood  that  the  cities  of  Syra- 
cuse and  Rochester  have  been  similarly  dealt 
with.  Should  Mr.  Calkins'  patent  be  proven 
valid  he  will  pick  up  in  Buffalo  alone  at  least 
$13,000.  Mr.  Youlan,  the  local  representative 
of  Hey  &  Parsons,  who  are  the  legal  lights  of 
Mr.  Calkins,  showed  a  Wheel  man  the  de- 
signs and  specifications  for  the  rack,  as  pub- 
lished by  the  United  States  Patent  Office. 
These  show  the  well-known  upright  rack, 
with  a  "T"  standard,  a  square  frame  and  par- 
allel spokes  running  up  to  the  top  of  the  rack. 
Any  rack  with  a  "T"  support,  it  is  claimed,  is 
an  infringement  on  this  patent. 

Mr.  Youlan  wants'  $5  from  everyone  having 
a  rack,  but,  up  to  date,  it  can  be  learned  that 
only  two  large  department  stores  have  paid 
the  assessment.  These  concerns  paid  the 
money  because  they  are  too  busy  to  bother 
with  such  a  trivial  matter.  A  great  many 
business  houses  have  had  these  racks  in  use 
two  and  three  years  previous  to  the  date  of 
Mr.  Calkins'  patent,  and  as  the  general  belief 
seems  to  be  that  the  move  is  nothing  more 
nor  less  than  a  gigantic  bluff  on  Mr.  Calkins' 
part,  no  attention  is  being  paid  to  the  notices 
he  is  sending  out. 

However,  should  Mr.  Calkins  press  his 
claims,  all  of  the  local  people  involved  will 
hire  some  of  Buffalo's  best  lawyers  and  carry 
the  matter  to  the  very  highest  courts.  Not 
one  bicycle  dealer  will  pay  the  tax.  The 
older  dealers  claim  the  same  idea  has  been  ap- 
plied to  bicycle  racks  for  the  last  six,  eight  or 
ten  years.  It  is  said  that  racks  of  the  Calkins 
design  were  used  in  Philadelphia  10  years  ago. 
One  thing  is  certain,  and  that  is  if  Mr.  Calk- 
ins expects  to  get  any  money  out  of  Buffalo 
he  will  first  have  to  win  his  case  in  the  very 
highest  courts. 


One  More  in  Jersey. 

Martin-Fefel  Vehicle  Co. — Principal' office, 
26  Warren  street,  Jersey  City,  N.  J.  Manu- 
facture motor  vehicles.  Capital,  $250,000.  In- 
corporators: Wm.  B.  Lightfoot,  Henry  H. 
Fefel,  of  New  York  City;  John  Martin,  Paris, 
Tex.;  Wm.  I.  Hester,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  El- 
mer H.  Cohic,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 


Pakas  Takes  Judgment. 

A  judgment  for  $1,458.56  was  entered  Mon- 
day against  Hollingshead  &  Wirtz,  bicycle 
dealers,  at  2  Stone  street,  in  favor  of  Solo- 
mon L.  Pakas,  bicycle  dealer,  at  74  Reade 
street. 
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NOTICE... 


The  Goodyear  Tire  and  Rubber  Company,  of  Akron,  Ohio, 
gives  public  notice  to  the  trade  that  it  has  full  and  complete  de- 
fenses to  any  suit  that  may  be  brought  against  it,  or  any  of  its 
customers,  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Theodore  A.  Dodge,  or  any 
other  party  professing  to  own  the  Tillinghast  patent,  or  any 
other  patent  on  pneumatic  tires.  This  company  is  an  Ohio 
corporation,  with  an  agency  in  Chicago,  111.,  and  invites  Mr. 
Dodge,  or  any  other  person,  to  sue  it -on  the  Tillinghast  patent 
at  any  time  that  a  test  is  desired  of  the  validity  of  said  patent. 
The  Goodyear  Tire  and  Rubber  Company  has  a  larger  capacity 
for  making  single-tube  tires,  and  are  now  manufacturing  more 
pneumatic  tires  tJian  any  other  individual  or  company  in  the 
United  States.  It  follows  that,  if  Mr.  Dodge,  or  the  owners 
of  the  Tillinghast  patent,  have  full  faith  in  their  claim,  they  will 
institute  suit  against  us  (a  heavy  infringer),  and  not  against  a 
dealer  or  small  manufacturer,  whose  interests  may  be  so  minor 
as  not  to  justify  a  defense.  Any  attack  upon  dealers  or  job- 
bers will  be  proof  of  their  unwillingness  to  fairly  test  the  merits 
of  their  claims,  as  are  their  present  methods  of  threat  and  in- 
timidation, conveyed  in  their  advertisement.  This  company 
proposes  to  stand  by  its  customers,  furnishing  the  necessary 
means  for  making  proper  defenses,  in  case  any  are  attacked, 
and  this  notice  is  given  after  full  consultation  and  with  the 
advice  of  its  patent  counsel,  Messrs.  Ofifield,  Towle  &  Linthi- 
cum,  of  Chicago,  111.,  and  Humphrey  &  Humphrey,  of  Akron, 
Ohio. 


The  Goodyear  Tire  & 

AKRON,   OHIO. 


Rubber  Co. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Why  Retailers  Fail 


EXPERIENCE,  that  dear,  but  very  thor- 
ough, teacher  has  quite  as  large  a  school 
in  the  British  cycle  trade  as  in  the  American 
one  and  the  lessons  taught  in  Great  Britain 
are  worthy  of  the  closest  study  by  the  retailer 
in  this  country.  The  "Cycle  Trader"  tells 
the  story  of  British  failure  in  this  fashion: 

"I  have  been  looking  through  a  list  of  the 
failures  of  the  last  few  seasons  and  must  con- 
fess to  a  feeling  of  deep  regret  that  so  many 
whom  I  personally  know  should  have  found 
circumstances  so  much  against  them.  It  is 
a  matter  that  will  bear  inquiring  into,  for 
there  must  be  a  general  reason  why,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  there  is  a  strdng  family  Hke- 
ness  in  the  majority  of  these  cases.  Given 
a  cause  in  the  first  instance  there  is-  always  an 
effect,  and  the  operation  of  that  cause  must 
in  every  case  produce  the  same  effect.  When 
a  physician  makes  out  the  cause  of  an  illness 
he  can  prescribe  the  remedy,  and  so,  if  we  can 
find  out  the  cause,  or  rather  the  causes,  of 
these  failures,  it  may  be  that  assistance  will 
be  given  to  some  of  those  who  are  at  this 
moment  trembling  on  the  verge  of  their  own 
failure.  For  it  cannot  be  denied  that  this  is  a 
most  critical  time  with  a  great  many  retail- 
ers, in  common  with  many  of  their  creditors 
among  the  wholesale  people.  It  has,  in  fact, 
come  to  be  a  serious  question  with  the  whole- 
sale firms  as  to  how' far,  and  in  what  way, 
they  should  curtail  the  credit  which  is  given 
to  their  customers.  It  may  be  safely  stated 
that  the  extraordinary  long  credit  of  the  past 
is  doomed,  and  it  will  be  interesting  to  ob- 
serve how  such  curtailment  will  affect  many 
who  now  hold  their  heads  high  and  look  with 
a  certain  amount  of  contempt  on  their  hum- 
bler neighbors.  These,  after  all,  may  prove 
to  be  on  the  safest  side. 

"As  regards  the  defaulters  referred  to  above, 
I  believe  very  few  of  them  had  the  slightest 
idea  that  they  owed  so  much  money  as  was 
discovered  to  them  when  their  accounts  were 
overhauled  by  an  independent  examiner.  The 
larger  accounts  were  remembered,  but  the 
small  ones  were  out  of  mind  entirely.  Here, 
then,  is  to  be  found  one  prolific  cause  of  fail- 
ure— the  neglect  of  proper  and  sufficient  book- 
keeping. I  should  think  one  of  the  com- 
monest sentences  in  the  remarks  of  various 
official  receivers  refers  to  this  black  fact. 
'The  debtor  has  not  kept  any  regular  ac- 
counts,' or  'The  debtor  has  kept  no  books 
which  show  his  true  position,'  or  'The  books 
of  account  have  been  very  badly  kept.' 

"Every  accountant  is  familiar  with  the 
worry  and  annoyance  of  having  to  make  out  a 
balance  sheet  when  there  is  no  record  of 
transactions  to  work  on,  nothing  but  the  un- 
trustworthy memory  of  the  debtor  to  guide 
one  through  the  history  of  the  case.  And  I 
am  sure  there  are  many  cases  in  which  the 
bitterest  shame  and  regret  for  the  exposed 
debtor  lies  in  the  recollection  that  if  his  books 
had  been  all  right  he  might  have  saved  his 
business  and  his  character  from  loss  and  dis- 
grace.   There  are  others  who  are  not  in  the 


least  sensitive  in  this  respect,  but  my  sym- 
pathies go  out  to  the  man  who,  chrough  ig- 
norance, has  fallen  into  difficulty. 

"The  chances  of  success  in  any  business,  but 
especially  in  the  retail  cycle  trade,  are  very 
few.  They  are  seldom  inquired  into  by  those 
who  start,  and,  consequently,  it  is  rarely  the 
case  that  one  can  be  long  in  business  without 
finding  himself  in  some  sort  of  difficulty.  It 
may  be  only  of  a  temporary  nature  with  some 
men,  but  with  others  it  is  the  beginning  of 
distress  and  struggle.  A  second  cause,  and 
one  which  no  bookkeeping  could  overcome, 
is  trading  beyond  one's  means.  Capital,  the 
sum  which  is  invested  in  the  business,  is  with 
many  men  a  sum  of  unknown  quantity.  That 
is  to  say,  supposing  they  know  how  much 
they  started  out  with,  they  have  never  made 
out  an  accurate  statement  of  their  affairs  so 
that  they  might  know  whether  they  were 
gaining  or  losing  in  their  business. 

"The  result  of  this  willful  ignorance  is  that 
they  do  the  bulk  of  their  trade  on  credit. 
Their  selling  and  their  buying  may  be  large 
or  small,  but,  if  it  is  all  done  in  the  dark,  it 
is  little  wonder  that  the  searchlight  of  the 
bankruptcy  court  shows  up  a  rotten  state  of 
things.  It  is  within  my  own  observation  that 
so  long  as  enough  money  comes  in  to  pro- 
vide current  expenses,  very  little  thought  is 
given  to  the  liabilities  which  the  future  is 
bringing  due.  As  one  creditor  after  another 
begins  to  press  for  payment,  the  foolish  man 
starts  to  worry,  and  soon  loses  his  head  and 
does  some  silly  thing  to  be  sorry  for  after- 
vvards.  A  third  cause  of  failure  may  be  dis- 
missed in  a  few  words,  that  is,  misfortune, 
through  accidental  losses  occasioned  by  out- 
side influences,  over  which  the  man  can  have 
no  control.  Thus,  one  worthy  fellow  had  a 
run  of  losses  by  hiring-out  thieves,  followed 
by  a  fire  next  door  which  did  him  great  dam- 
age. _ 

"But  such  cases  are  rare  indeed;  usually 
when  the  cause  is  hunted  out  of  its  secret 
hiding-place,  it  is  found  to  have  been  at  one 
time  preventable.  And  that  it  was  not  pre- 
vented throws  the  greater  blame  on  the 
debtor,  and  may  well  set  others  looking  into 
things,  if  so  be  they  have  time  to  save  them- 
selves. Closely  connected  with  this  last 
cause  is  another,  but  a  different  one,  namely, 
over-buying.  This  is  the  time  of  year  when 
a  great  amount  of  buying  is  done,  and  it  is  to 
be  feared  that  much  of  it  will  be  done  at  hap- 
hazard instead  of  being  carefully  reckoned  up 
and  calculated  for.  Some  of  the  failures  this 
year  can  be  directly  traced  to  the  folly  of  be- 
ing over-persuaded  at  the  last  shows  to  buy 
more  than  was  reasonable. 

"It  is  a  fact  within  my  own  knowledge  that 
many  lines  were  purchased  then  which  are 
not  yet  sold,  and  others  that  are  not  yet  paid 
for.  And  this  does  not  refer  to  the  sharp  prac- 
tice of  some  unscrupulous  salesmen  who  book- 
ed orders  that  were  never  given  and  forced 
payment  afterwards  under  the  guise  of  enforc- 
■  ing  a  contract.     In  a  number  of  cases  where 


stoppage  of  business  has  not  yet  resulted,  the 
anxiety  and  worry  on  account  of  over-buying 
have  made  men  feel  ten  years  older  to-day.  It 
is  one  of  the  most  subtle  snares  laid  to  entrap 
the  man  of  business,  his  over-buying,  and  the 
most  difficult  to  escape  from  when  fairly 
caught  by  it. 

"There  are  no  statistics  available  to  afford 
us  the  information  as  to  what  this  or  that 
failure  may  be  attributed  to,  but  there  is  no 
doubt  those  already  mentioned  are  among  the 
most  common  and  powerful  of  causes.  An- 
other one  is  speculation.  This  takes  various 
forms,  according  to  the  tastes  and  desires  or 
the  ambitions  of  the  speculator.  One  takes 
stock  after  a  good  year  and  finds  himself  so 
much  to  the  good,  and  straightway  looks  out 
for  something  to  play  with.  The  wisest  thing 
would  have  been  to  put  this  to  reserve  for  fu- 
ture emergencies,  'but  it  may  be  he  sees  a  fine 
piece  of  property,  which  wants  just  his  avail- 
able sum  paid  down  to  secure  it — balance  re- 
maining on  mortgage  at  customary  interest. 
Taken  up  with  the  idea,  he  buys,  runs  himself 
short  of  ready  money  to  pay  legal  expenses 
and  extras. 

"The  annual  outlay  for  repairs,  losses  by 
voidance  and  other  things,  put  a  different  ap- 
pearance on  the  speculation  later  on,  and 
should  his  payment  of  interest  get  behind,  the 
lender  may  foreclose  and  sell  at  a  ruinous 
sacrifice.  Speculation  in  shares  is  a  bit  off 
now,  but  time  back  what  a  many  retailers 
crippled  themselves  to  get  hold  of  the  sugar 
plums  which  interested  parties  pressed  them 
to  buy.  In  any  case,  the  man  who  has  got  a 
business  to  build  up  cannot  afford  to  risk  any- 
thing in  speculation.  Yet  there  is  nothing 
more  fascinating  than  the  prospect  often  held 
out  by  one  thing  or  another  of  a  sure  and  cer- 
tain return  of  the  money  spent,  with  a  big  in- 
terest. 

"I  have  noticed  that  victims  of  this  disease 
have  been  the  worst  to  get  money  from,  their 
excuse  always  being  that  they  are  so  tied  up 
with  the  venture  they  have  undertaken.  The 
last  cause  I  shall  refer  to  at  this  time  is  by  no 
means  uncommon.  Extravagance  is  a  bad 
personal  habit  which  has  ruined  thousands. 
Somebody  has  pointed  out  that  he  who  gath- 
ers with  his  right  hand  and  scatters  with  his 
left  will  never  get  a  heap  together.  This  is 
exactly  what  so  many  have  done  and  are  do- 
ing. The  expenses  that  are  incurred  should 
be  kept  strictly  in  relation  to  the  trade  done. 
So  far  as  household  expenses  go,  that  is  easy 
enough,  but  when  it  comes  to  trade  expenses, 
it  is  a  difficult  matter. 

"Still,  an  approximate  calculation  should 
be  the  guide  in  this,  and  in  all  cases  strict 
economy  should  be  the  order  of  the  day.  The 
waste  in  little  things  and  little  sums,  that  is 
not  considered  at  all,  will  often  amount  to 
the  difference  between  a  profit  and  a  loss  on 
the  working.  Instead  of  taking  this  care  over 
the  outgoings,  they  are  frequently  left  to  take 
care  of  themselves.  It  is  not  surprising  in 
such  cases  that  one's  money  takes  to  itself 
wings  and  flies  away. 

"With  experience  of  the  world  and  observa- 
tion of  men  and  things  it  is  easy  to  doubt 
whether  there  can  be  any  remedy  for  the  ten- 
dency to  fail.  Some  people  we  know  of  who 
delight  in  failure,  but  they  do  not  concern  us 
at  the  moment.  What  you  want  to  know,  and 
I  want  to  know,  is  whether  there  is  any  way 
of  increasing  the  chances  of  success,  of  pre- 
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venting  failure.  In  the  first  place,  credit  is 
too  cheap  and  easy  to  get  hold  of.  At  the 
present  time  any  fool  who  can  scrape  £5  to- 
gether can  start  in  the  retail  cycle  trade  if  he 
wants  to.  I  would  say  to  the  wholesale  trad- 
ers, put  a  stop  to  this  indiscriminate  giving 
of  credit,  and  insist  on  every  debtor  keeping 
proper  books  of  account. 

"The  American  system  of  rating  debtors 
may  not  be  practicable  on  this  side,  but  I,  for 
one,  should  like  to  see  it  tried.  However,  the 
difficulty  of  bookkeeping  ought  not  to  stand 
in  any  retailer's  way,  while  in  every  town 
thiere  are  people  who  make  it  their  business 
to  see  to  tradesmen's  books;  the  very  mod- 
erate charge  which  is  made  would  be  saved 
over  and  over  by  the  cycle  dealer,  in  being 
able  to  use  his  time  in  more  congenial  work. 
By  insisting  on  this,  wholesalers  would  save 
themselves  and  their  customers  much  serious 
loss,  to  say  nothing  of  the  unpleasantness  ami 
annoyance  which  is  so  co-existent  with  ignor- 
ance on  these  \-ital  matters. 

"The  remedy  for  every  cause  of  failure,  ex- 
cepting that  of  misfortune,  however,  lies  with- 
in the  retailer  himself.  If  he  will  be  prudent 
in  his  dealings,  carefully  seeing  that  his  cap- 
ital, at  any  rate,  does  not  lessen,  and  looking 
well  to  the  state  of  his  stock  in  trade,  he 
makes  good  progress  toward  success.  If  he 
will  be  master  of  his  own  business,  and  set 
his  face  against  doubtful  credit  on  the  one 
hand,  and  over-buying  on  the  other,  he  gets 
another  goal.  If  he  wants  good  return  for 
surplus  funds,  he  should  look  more  closely 
after  his  discounts,  for  prompt  payment  will 
always  secure  advantage. 

"Reckon  up  for  yourselves  the  difference  oi 
l.'i  on  your  turnover  as  in  your  pocket  or 
someone's  else.  And  I  am  told  that  some  are 
giving  an  extra  2J  for  prompt  cash.  Then,  if 
he  will  always  remember  that  willful  waste 
brings  woeful  want,  he  will  be  kept  from 
many  hitherto  unconsidered  trifles  of  ex- 
penditure of  time  and  money,  which,  added 
together,  make  an  alarming  total.  He  who 
wastes  time  will  waste  money.  It  is  as  true 
to-day  as  ever  it  was — a  fool  and  his  money 
are  soon  parted." 


TOURING  WITH  AN  AUTO. 


Not   Quite   All    It   Might    Be    when   Cross-Country 
Work  Is  Attempted. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Nov.  25.— F.  C.  Stan- 
ley, inventor  of  the  Stanley  locomobile,  was 
here  recently  and  in  a  conversation  with  a 
Wheel  man  talked  entertainingly  of  his  auto- 
mobile tours:  "I  have  just  come  from  Vir- 
ginia Hot  Springs,"  said  he,  "after  a  most  ex- 
citing season  of  auto  adventures.  Anyone 
who  thinks  that  touring  mountain  regions 
with  a  motor  vehicle  isn't  exciting  is  either 
without  nerves  or  thinks  with  an  abysmal 
lack   of  knowledge.     On   one   little   trip   that 


we  took  we  had  to  ford  one  stream  thirteen 
times.  Several  times  we  were  obliged  to  put 
out  our  engine  fire  and  run  through  the 
water  on  the  steam  pressure  we  had  stored 
in  the  boiler,  because  the  stream  we  were 
crossing  came  up  to  the  bottom  of  the  car- 
riage. 

"My  most  thrilling  automobile  ride  was,  of 
course,  my  trip  to  the  top  of  Mount  Wash- 
ington, some  months  ago.  My  wife  and  I 
were  the  first  to  make  this  ascent  in  an  auto- 
mobile. We  did  the  trip  in  about  two  hours 
and  forty  minutes,  while  to  accomplish  it  with 
a  horse  takes  between  four  and  five  hours." 

The  vehicle  Mr.  Stanley  used  on  that  trip 
is  now  on  exhibition  at  the  Export  Exposi- 
tion in  Philadelphia. 


price,  and  better  than  most  of  them.  If  it 
came  to  a  show-down,  our  agents  could  get 
$40  for  this  model  just  as  easily  as  $30.  But 
$10  the  best  of  the  argument  makes  Andrae 
selling  easy  selling." 

These  advertisements  must  be  very  effect- 
ive upon  the  mind  of  every  dealer  who  reads 
them,  and  they  are  well  worth  reading. 


St.  Louis  Has  a  New  Rinl<. 

Skating  and  swimming  have  always  been 
associated  together,  insornuch  that  those 
who  excel  in  one  are  more  than  apt  to  be 
devotees  of  the  other  and  to  excel  therein, 
So  it  seems  that  the  name  of  Natatorium 
Rink,  taken  by  Thomas  B.  Creamer  for  his 
new  St.  Louis  establishmetit,  is  a  particularly 
appropriate  one.  Of  course,  the  place  being- 
first-class,  only  Henley  skates  will  be  used  by 
Mr.  Creamer. 


Andrae  Ta'k  No.  4. 

The  fourth  installment  of  the  face-to-face 
talks  which  Julius  Andrae  &  Sons'  Co.,  Mil- 
waukee, are  using  in  their  advertisements, 
tells  something  about  "the  .f40  Andrae  our 
agents  sell  at  $30.  It  is  a  $40  wheel,  because 
it  is  as  good  as  any  other  wheel  sold  at  that 
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HEATING  BY  WATER. 


How    Electricity    Has   Come    to   the  Small   Manu- 
facturers' Help  in  Forges. 

One  of  tlie  astonishing  things  developed 
tlirough  the  introduction  of  electricity  into 
cvcry-day  affairs  is  a  forge,  made  for  bench 
use,  for  the  heating  of  soldering  irons  or  light 
pieces  of  metal  for  working  on  the  anvil, 
where  the  heating  is  laccomplished  by  plung- 
ing the  article  to  be  heated  into  a  tray  of  wa- 
ter. Nothing  could  be  imagined  more  con- 
tradictory of  one's  preconceived  ideas  than 
this  procedure,  and  yet  to  the  electrician  it  is 
perfectly  simple. 

The  user  of  the  electric  forge  makes  the 
proper  connections,  plunges  his  iron  into  the 
water,  and  pretty  soon  the  iron  will  begin  to 
glow  under  water  and  then  to  turn  red  or 
white  hot,  just  as  he  desires  it  for  working. 
When  he  gets  through  working  the  iron  he 
may  plunge  it  into  the  water  again  and  cool 
it  with  a  "siss"  as  expeditiously  as  he  could 
in  any  other  tank  of  water. 

This  curious  forge  is  made  as  follows:  The 
tank  is  of  wood  or  of  any  other  substance 
which  will  hold  water  and  not  form  an  electri- 
cal conductor.  One  wire  of  the  electric  cir- 
cuit passes  to  the  bottom  of  the  tank,  where 
it  is  connected  to  a  plate  of  metal  which  lies 
there.  Over  this  plate,  water,  preferably  sat- 
urated with  salt,  fills  the  tank  nearly  to  the 
top  and  serves  to  conduct  the  current  to  what- 
ever object  is  to  be  heated.  Nothing  could  be 
better  for  this  purpose,  for  the  water  natural- 
ly closes  all  about  the  object  and  fits  it  on 
every  side. 


The  other  end  of  the  current-conducting 
wire  is  fastened  to  the  tongs  or  led  to  a  metal 
frame  work  at  the  edge  of  the  tank  on  which 
the  tongs  or  the  shank  of  a  soldering  iron  lie 
when  it  is  to  be  heated.  The  moment  the  ob- 
ject to  be  heated  is  plunged  into  the  water  a 
current  passes  from  the  water  through  the  ob- 
ject, and  at  the  same  moment  some  of  the 
water  is  promptly  decomposed  by  electrolytic 
action.  The  nitrogen  of  the  water  becomes 
electrified  and  adheres  to  the  object  to  be 
heated  and  forms  a  film  of  gas,  which  separ- 
ates the  object  completely  from  the  water, 
while  at  the  same  time  this  gas  forms  such  an 
obstruction  to  the  passage  of  the  electric  cur- 
rent that  the  energy  of  the  current  is  turned 
into  an  intense  heat. 

Electric  forges  of  various  designs  are  com- 
ing into  use  in  place  of  fires  for  many  of  the 
cycle  repairer's  or  assembler's  operations.  One 
of  the  new  ones  is  arranged  with  one  of  its 
electrodes  moimted  at  the  end  of  an  ordinary 
anvil,  while  the  other  electrode  is  swung 
above,  where  it  can  be  drawn  down  by  the 
pressure  of  a  foot  upon  the  pedal.  The  arm 
above  has  a  wheel-like  revolving  head,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  spokes  of  this  wheel  are  blocks 
of  metal  of  various  forms  adapted  to  fit  the 
objects  to  be  heated.  The  blacksmith  turns 
down  the  form  that  suits  his  work,  presses  his 
foot  on  the  pedal  and  watches  until  he  has  a 
proper  heat,  and  then,  releasing  the  arm, 
forges  and  finishes  his  work  on  the  very  anvil 
where  it  was  heated.  Such  clever  tools  can- 
not, of  course,  take  the  place  of  the  old  bel- 
lows and  fire  for  isolated  shops,  but  in  facto- 
ries they  are  rapidly  being  introduced  and  ap- 
preciated. 


ANOTHER  HANDGEAR. 


One  More  Attempt  to  Make  the  Rider's  Arms  Help 
His  Legs. 

For  many  years  the  idea  of  auxiliary  power 
applied  to  the  front  wheel  of  the  bicycle  has 
been  familiar.  It  has  been  tried  in  various 
forms  and  has  never  succeeded  in  becoming 
popular.  A  Mr.  Bricknell,  of  Surrey,  England, 
claims  to  have  privately  sold  between  200 
and  300  of  gears.  A  "Scottish  Cyclist"  exper- 
imental man  who  visited  the  inventor  says 
that,  briefly,  the  front  hub  spindle  is  longer 
than  usual,  projecting  beyond  the  fork  and 
passing  into  the  main  arm  of  the  bracket 
provided  to  carry  the  driving  spur  bevel 
wheel  L.  Between  the  inside  face  of 
the  right-hand  fork  and  the  hub  is  a 
bevel  pinion,  R,  securely  held  to  the  face 
of  the  hub  flange  by  small  screws.  Gearing 
with  this  pinion  is  the  bevel  spur  wheel  L, 
which  is  rotated  by  an  adjustable  rod,  G, 
which  is  worked  by  rocking  the  handle-bar. 
The  oscillation  of  this  pivoted  handle-bar  ex- 
tends only  four  inches  each  way,  and  the 
steering  of  the  machine  is  in  no  way  dis- 
turbed by  it.  The  whole  contrivance  weighs 
but  two  and  a  half  pounds,  but  this  extra 
weight,  the  inventor  holds,  is  amply  compen- 
sated for  by  the  extra  ease  obtained  in  the 
propulsion  of  the  machine.  The  rocking 
movement  of  the  handle-bar  is  at  first  a  draw- 
back, but  our  man  was  informed  that  no  rider 
has  ever  taken  longer  than  half  an  hour  to 
master  this  peculiarity,  after  which  he  is  rap- 
idly converted  to  the  aid  that  the  whole  thing 
gives  to  his  riding. 


.•••••"•••••  (•••"•"••••"•"•« 


9'*"3 


'  =  ELK  BieveLEs  =  = 

...1900... 

LIST    $40.00. 

Few  as  Good.     None  Better. 

-  DIXIE  BieveLES  - 

LIST    $25.00. 

WRITE  US  FOR  TERMS  AND  TERRITORY. 


f 
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THE    ARCADE    FILE    WORKS, 
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ALLERTON,  CLARKE  CO., 
Sales  Agents, 
97  Chambers  Street,  New  York  City. 
US  Lake  Street,  Chicago. 


ANDERSON,    IND. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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DIAMOND'S  Position 

On    Single -Tube    Pneumatic    Bicycle,    Motor 

and  Carriage  Tires. 


i»»w»»wwwwT»pf»mii!  v»i  rrmTTTr»TTT^firnrT» 


TV7E  desire  to  give  due  notice  to  the  public  and  trade  that 
^  the  Diamond  Rubber  Co.,  of  Akron,  Ohio,  U.  S.  A.,  has  full 
and  complete  defences  to  any  suit  that  may  be  brought  against 
it  in  the  name  of  Theodore  A.  Dodge,  or  any  other  party  pro- 
fessing to  own  Tillinghast  patent,  or  any  other  patent,  on  pneu- 
matic tires.  Our  entire  pneumatic  tire  manufacture  is  free  and 
clear  of  the  Tillinghast,  and  all  other  patents,  and  we  will  so 
demonstrate  if  sued.  We  invite  Mr.  Dodge,  or  any  other  person, 
to  sue  us  on  this  patent,  at  any  time,  and  at  any  place,  where 
he  or  they  know  the  law  permits  us  to  be  sued.  We  are  an 
Ohio  corporation,  and  by  right  and  law  only  should  be  sued  in 
Ohio,  but  we  have  established  agencies  at  the  cities  of  New  York 
City  and  Chicago,  and  will  defend  any  suit  brought  against  us 
in  the  Federal  courts  at  those  cities.  We  desire  publicly  to 
give  notice  that  if  any  such  petty  business  is  followed  by  the 
owners  of  this  patent  as  suing  the  individual  users  of  vehicles 
equipped  with  our  tire,  or  small  dealers,  we  shall  retaliate  against 
these  parties  personally  and  will  prosecute  anyone  attempting 
to  illegally  interfere,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  with  the 
manufacture,  sale  or  use  of  our  tire.  We  give  this  notice  after 
full  consultation,  and  with  the  advice  of  our  patent  counsel, 
Messrs.  Oiiield,  Towle  &  Linthicum,  of  Chicago. 


THE  DIAMOND  RUBBER  CO., 


AKRON,  OHIO. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Olives  for  the  Ensuing  Year. 

These  Olives  are  not  "an  educated  taste." 
but  are  simply  a  line  of  bicj'cles  now  produced 
and  altogether  ready  for  the  1900  market.  The 
Olive  Wheel  Co.,  of  Syracuse,  are  now  ready 
to  talk  to  agents.  They  have  been  in  the  field 
in  a  clever  way  for  the  past  two  or  three  sea- 
sons, and  many  agents  will  be  interested  in 
their  new  line.  The  Olive  models  for  the 
coming  season  will  consist  of  the  following: 
Regular  ladies'  and  gentlemen's  high  grade, 
iJjSO;  racer,  $60;  chainless,  ladies'  and  gentle- 
men's, $(vj;  tandem,  $75.  The  company  will 
also  market  a  ladies'  and  gentlemen's  cushion 
frame  wheel  at  $60;  and  also  a  medium  grade 
line  for  ladies  and  gentlemen  at  $35.  This 
last  line,  despite  the  price,  will  be  fully  guar- 
anteed,  and   will   have  high  grade   equipment 


throughout.  In  fact,  in  the  entire  Olive  line, 
the  question  of  grade  is  carefully  considered, 
and  the  company  uses  such  material  as  Good- 
rich tires,  Garford,  Wheeler  and  Sager  sad- 
dles, Kelly  bars,  Record  pedals,  etc. 


connections  with  their  warehouse  at  1801  West 
Water  street. 


Ready  to  IVIall  Catalogues. 

Within  two  weeks  the  J.  W.  Newman  Com- 
pany, of  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  will  be  ready  to  mail 
their  jobbers'  catalogue  to  agents.  This  com- 
pany have  for  the  past  four  years  occupied  the 
entire  third  floor  of  a  large  business  block  in 
the  city  of  Elmira,  corner  West  Water  and 
Main  streets.  The  company  have  just  moved 
to  the  second  floor  of  the  same  building,  with 
newly  fitted  up  offices,  in  which  they  have 
more  room  and  better  all-around  accommo- 
dations.     They    also    now   have    private   wire 


Sticking  to  a  Good  Thing. 

The  Denver  Dry  Goods  Co.,  who  have  han- 
dled the  Orient  so  successfully  in  Denver 
since  the  Waltham  Mfg.  Co.  closed  their 
branch  there,  will  continue  to  handle  it.  The 
Waltham  Company  is  represented  in  that 
section  on  the  road  by  George  M.  Scott,  who 
was  formerly  manager  of  the  Denver  branch. 

Popped  tllm  One. 

"We  used  horseless  carriages  all  through 
the  war,"  said  the  returned  Kansan  to  the 
patronizing  Easterner. 

"Impossible — ^what  kind,  I  say,  did  you 
use?" 

"Gun  carriages,"  and  there  was  silence. 


i  2 

I  Union  Bicycles."  | 

I  WE  INVITE  CORRESPONDENCE. 


Union  6ycle  Mfg.  Qo.,  Highlandville,  Mass. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Btillis  Gear 

AND 

Mechanism 


Embodies  Correct  Principles, 
Contains  Best  Materials, 
Is  Carefully  Made, 
Thoroughly  Tested, 
All  Cups,  Cones,  etc.,  ground ; 
All  Parts  Assembled, 
Necessary  Parts  Nickeled. 

EXAMINE  THIS  CROSS-SECTIONAL  VIE'W. 


ALREADY  ADOPTED 

BY 

MANY   LEADING 

MANUFACTURERS. 


15     17       16       20    21 
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General  Western  Agents  : 
EXCELSIOR    SUPPLY    CO., 

CHICAGO. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


WRITE  US  AT  ONCE  FOR  CATALOGUE,    PRICES,  ETC. 

BULLIS    BALL-GEAR   CO., 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. 


F.   BET  HM ANN, 

HAMBlflG, 
German  Agent. 
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THE  WORLD'S  STANDARD  HANDLEDAR 


IT'S  NOT  AN 
EXPERIMENT 


IT'S     BEEN 


KELLY   HANDLE-BAR  CO.,   CLEVELAND,    OHIO. 

WRITE    FOR    PRICES. 

THE  KELLY  ADJUSTABLE  HANDLE-BAR 


I A  DUTY 


8 

! 

• 
: 
: 


^^oxj    o^\z\rEJ    TO 


is  to  carefully  ex- 
amine the  superb 
workmanship  and 
genuine  good  ma- 
terial put  into  the 
1900  line  of 

Pathfinder 

BICYCLES. 

$60.oo-$36.o2-$26.o°    LIST  PRICE. 

You  can  meet  all  kinds  of  competition  with  them.     No  matter  how  high-priced  the  equipment,  we  will  furni«h 

them — if  you  so  order  it. 

The  National  American  Cycle  Co.,  akron,  0..  u.  s.  a. 


: 
: 

i 


: 


_  Our  traveling  tnen  are  out. 

S  Shall  one  of  them  call 

on  yott? 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel 
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i 


< 


40 


November  30, 


GOING  AFTER  TRADE. 


How  the  Aggressive  Brooklyn  Barber  Chases  His 
Long  Island  Rural  Customers. 

Just  before  the  backbone  of  Indian  Summer 
had  been  fatally  fractured,  a  party  o'f  New 
York  riders  who  were  enjoying  the  roads,  the 
scenery  and  the  weather  by  riding  through 
several  villages  on  Long  Island  discovered  a 
new  phenomenon,  hair  growing  on  trees,  as 
they  supposed.  As  they  rode  along  the 
bushes  and  shrubs  presented  the  same  ap- 
pearance. Finally  the  trail  led  to  a  farmyard, 
where  the  riders  discovered  that  the  scattered 
hair  upon  the  highway  represented  a  new 
phase  of  industry — the  bicycle  barber  busi- 
ness. 

A  neat-looking  tandem  was  resting  against 
the  fence,  while  its  riders,  the  barber  and  his 
w^ife,  were  busily  engaged  cutting  the  hair  of 
a  farmer,  who  had  seated  himself  on  the 
stump  of  a  tree  and  was  leaning  back  with  an 
expression  of  satisfaction.  Near  by  was  the 
cycling  barber's  wife,  who  was  deftly  shaving 
another  tiller  of  the  soil,  who  was  ensconced 
in  a  rocking-chair,  made  firm  by  two  billets  of 
wood  under  the  rockers. 

"The  farmers  save  their  hair  and  whiskers 
until  we  come  around,  instead  of  driving  into 
the  neighboring  villages,"  said  the  cycling 
barber.  "In  fact,  my  wife,  who  is  an  excel- 
lent barber,  and  myself  are  kept  busy  cover- 
ing a  large  part  of  Long  Island  in  this  way, 
and  find  it  a  very  profitable  business." 


of  the  Civil  Service  Commission.  In  the 
course  of  the  examination  they  had  this  ques- 
tion, among  others: 

"Suppose  you  were  at  Washington  Bridge, 
and  a  bicycle  rider  came  along  and  asked  you 
where  Fort  Schuyler  was,  what  would  you 
say?" 

"I'd  tell  him  it  was  in  the  Civil  War,"  an- 
swered one  man. 

"I'd  ask  him  if  he  was  a  United  States  sol- 
dier or  a  spy,"  said  another. 

"I'd  ask  him  if  he  carried  a  bike  light  at 
night,"  answered  a  third. 

"I'd  put  him  under  arrest  on  suspicion," 
was  the  answer  given  by  a  downtown  rounds- 
man, but  a  West  Side  roundsman  answered: 

"I  would  not  tell  him  where  it  was,  be- 
cause we  must  keep  the  location  of  our  forts 
away  from  the  knowledge  of  foreign  ene- 
mies." 


speech  in  favor  of  something  of  this  kind,  he 
drew  his  oration  to  his  fello»v-Iawmakers  to  a 
close  in  this  dramatic  fashion:  "In  conclu- 
sion, gentlemen,  I  consider  it  our  bounden 
duty  to  degrade  and  pave  these  streets.  By 
putting  our  heads  together  we  can,  at  least, 
construct  a  wooden  pavement.  By  so  doing 
our  posteriors  will  forever  bless  us." 


No  Telling  Which  It  Was. 

The  Park  Commission  was  ordering  a 
statue. 

"I  suppose,"  said  the  sculptor,  "that  you 
want  this  warrior  mounted." 

"Yes,  yes,  of  course,"  replied  the  spokes- 
man. "He  ought  to  be  mounted,  unquestion- 
ably, but  just  now  you'd  better  confine  your 
work  to  the  figure  of  the  man  and  we'll  tell 
you  later  whether  to  put  it  on  a  horse,"a  bi- 
cycle, or  one  of  those  new-fangled  automo- 
biles." 


Seemed  Natural  to  Them. 

The  crisis  of  the  South  African  battle  had 
been  reached. 

For  hours  the  soldiers  had  volleyed  and 
thundered  without  stopping'  to  exchange  a 
single  reminiscence. 

"Charge!"  roared  the  colonel  of  the  Smooth 
Riders. 

With  a  cry  of  joy  his  regiment  sprang  for- 
ward and  swept  the  Boers  and  their  country 
off  the  face  of  nature. 

Charging  was  their  specialty. 

It  was  an  entire  regiment  of  cycle  repairers. 


la  the  Transvaal. 

The  Lieutenant — Is  that  one   of  the  cycle 
corps  men  over  there  in  the  field? 
The  Orderly — It  is,  sir. 
"Who  is  it?" 
"Pluggem,  the  repairer." 
"What  is  he  doing  in  that  onion  patch?" 
"Looking  for  leeks,  sir." 


if  You  Asked  a  Policeman. 

Ninety  roundsmen  of  New  York's  police 
who  are  anxious  to  become  sergeants  have 
been   undergoing   examination   in   the    rooms 


The  Stern  Facts  of  the  Case. 

Just  prior  to  the  last  election-a  Western 
Alderman  was  doing  his  prettiest  to  land 
"the  bicycle  vote"  by  championing  local 
street    improvements.      After    a    spread-eagle 


Always  Ahead  of  the  Old  Father. 

"Say,  Rydemore's  got  the  century  record- 
breaking  fever  bad,  hasn't  he?" 

"Bad?  Worse!  Why,  he  even  carries  his 
watch  in  the  rear  pocket  of  his  knickerbock- 
ers, so  as  to  be  sure  when  he  is  riding  that  he 
will  never  be  behind  time." 
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Have  you  ever  inspected  this  pedal  carefully  ? 
It  simply  cannot  be  beaten.  One-piece  four- 
arm  centre;  side  plates  held  by  screws  set  in  by 
machinery— set  in  to  stay;  bearings  of  proper 
construction  and  temper;  design  and  finish 
beautiful;  price,  RIGHT. 


Makers : 


Sole  Selling  Agents: 

Crosby  &  Mayer  Co., 

BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 


Syracuse  Arms  Co,, 

SYRACUSE,  N.  Y. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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©nlv  make  which  has 
needed  no  repairs. 

Our  boys  never  tell  you  an  untruth  about 
Nationals.  Our  old  dealers  are  our  friends, 
and  loyal  ones,  too. 

Hammondsport,  N.Y.,  Sept.  19,  1899. 
I  am  very  much  pleased  with  National  Bicycles.     Tours  i»  Ihc 
only  make  I  have  sold   which  has  needed  no  repairs 
or  replacements. 

Yours  truly,  G.  H.  CURTIS. 


Newton,  Kan.,  Sept.  ir,  1899. 

In  view  of  the  very  pleasant  business  relations  in  the 

past  and  on  account  of  your  position — outside  the  trust — I  expect  to 
stay  with  you  and  push  Nationals. 

Yours  truly,  C.  H.  HOAG. 
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We  are  glad  to  get  such  letters.  They 
indicate  a  satisfactory  condition  which  we 
are  always  working  to  create.  Our  policy 
has  not  changed,  neither  have  our  methods. 

National  Cycle  Mfg.  Co., 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  BAY    CITY,     MICH* 


Pierce  Poster  Design** (900. 


T 


HE  CUSHION -FRAME  WHEEL  IN  THE  DESIGN  ABOVE  IS  THE  NEW  CHAINLESS 
BICYCLE  OF  THE  GEORGE  N-  PIERCE  CO.  ^  ^  ^  THE  FEATURES  COMBINED  IN 
THIS  BICYCLE  MAKE  IT  DISTINCTIVELY  THE  FINEST  WHEEL  PRODUCED 
DURING  THE  WHEEL  AGE,    j^^^^^jltj^^ji^^jkjkjijijt 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Cycles  Not  Necessary  for  Servants. 

Albany,  Nov.  25.— The  Court  of  Appeals,  in 
a  decision  handed  down  on  Tuesday,  in  the 
case  of  Rice  vs.  Butler,  holds  that  a  bicycle 
is  not  an  article  of  necessity  for  a  girl  under 
age  working  out  as  a  domestic. 

The  plaintiff,  who  is  a  domestic  residing  in 
Syracuse,  brought  action  against  defendant 
through  her  guardian  to  rescind  a  contract  of 
sale  of  a  bicycle  and  recover  the  purchase 
money  on  such  contract,  on  the  ground  of 
infancy.  The  County  Court  dismissed  the 
complaint,  but  the  Appellate  Division  re- 
versed this  judgment,  and  now  this  court 
reverses  the  judgment  of  the  medium  court, 
holding  with  the  County  Court. 


easier.    A  foot  pump  is  a  luxury  which  every 
tandem  owner  should  have  for  home  use.. 


The  Modern  Andromeda. 

"I  have  come,"  announced  Perseus,  ''to 
strike  ofif  thy  chains!" 

Andromeda  cast  down  her  eyes  and  fingered 
her  dance  programme  nervously. 

"Do  you  really  think  the  chainless  gear  is 
an  assured  success?"  she  finally  faltered. 

It  was  rather  dilTicult,  in  fact,  for  the  un- 
happy maiden  to  protect  her  own  interests 
and  yet  not  appear  ungrateful. 


Bone-Hard  Tires. 

A  word  to  riders  who  go  tandem  riding 
more  for  pleasure  than  speed.  Keep  your 
tires  hard  blown,  inflate  them  until  you  can- 
not make  the  slightest  impression  upon  them 
with  your  two  thumbs,  while  gripping  the 
rim  with  your  fingers;  in  fact,  tires  which 
would  be  bone-hard  and  bumpy  for  a  single 
are  just  the  thing  for  a  tandem.  Hard  tires 
make    the    two-seater    both    ride    and    steer 


Back  Again. 

The  public  heaves  a  sigh  of  relief  to  think 
that  for  another  year  full  backs,  half  backs 
and  broken  backs  will  be  back  numbers,  while 
comparatively  few  specimens  of  the  scorchers' 
hump  backs  will  be  in  evidence. 

MOSSBERG  TIRE   BELL 

Patented  March  38th,  1899. 
Guaranteed  to  give  satisfaction  in  every  respect. 
Send  for  Catalogue.    Sample  sent  by  mail  on  receipt  of 
remittance  as  follows : 

No.  1,  75c.    No.  2,  50c. 
Manufactured  by    FRANK    MOSSBERG      CO., 
ATTLEBORO,  MASS. 


ZS'C. 


WARNING ! ! ! 


Every  oiler  made  by  us  bears  our  name.  This 
is  a  guarantee  that  the  oiler  is  made  in  the  best 
manner,  and  of  the  best  material  and  work- 
manship. 

Our  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  un- 
scrupulous dealers  are  selling  inferior  imitations  as 
the  "  Star  "  Oiler,  some  even  going  so  far  as  to  list 
the  "Star"  in  their  catalogue  and  substitute  the 
cheaper  oiler  to  customers.  We  intend  to  pros- 
ecute our  righ's  to  the  fullest  extent  and  to  use 
every  proper  effort  to  stop  this  practice. 

CUSHMAN  &.  DENISON,  Mfrs., 

240-2  W.  23d  Street.  New  Yor!<. 


STANDARD  LEATHER  GRIP. 


The  leather  grip  has  become  the  popular  grip  on 
the  highest  class  wheels. 

Last  year  the  demand  exceeded  the  supply. 

We  are  making  the  handsomest  line  of  these 
goods  ever  put  on  the  market.  Nickel,  German 
Silver  and  natural  wood  ends. 

-     We  can  ship  promptly  in  any  amount. 

Samples  sent  on  request. 
Th'    MacDonald,  Wessels  &  Ames  Co.,  Detroit. Mich. 

INl>li»PEN»ABL.E   Bl-Clf-MA. 

Your  wheel  needs  Bi-cy-ka.  No  work  to 
apply  it.  It  takes  ofif  the  rust  and  keeps  the 
rust  off;  it  cleans  and  it  polishes.  If  your 
dealer  hasn't  it,  send  us  10  cents  in  stamps 
and  we  will  mail  you  a  full-sized  collapsible 
tube.  Raven  Gloss  Mfg.  Co.,  71  Barclay 
street.   New  York. 

Free  Sample  Pair 
to  Dealers. 

ASHWORTH 
PATENT 
TOE-CLIP. 

Send  6c.  for  postage. 

L  T.  SNOW,  Mtr., 

NEW  HAVEN.  CONN., 
U.S   A. 


Dusty  Roads.   Noisy  Cliains. 

The    Morse    Twin    Roller    Chains    run 

SMOOTHLY,  QUIETLY  and  TREELY 

in    DUST    or    MUD. 

As  the  pendulum 
swings,  so  the  joint 
of  the  Morse  Chain 
rocks. 

No  Rub, 

No  Slide. 

Lasts  longer,  runs 
easier  than  any  other 
chain  made.  Pendu- 
lum will  swing  on 
the  Morse  Joint  45 
minutes  and  on  the 
pin  joint  about  5  sec- 
onds. Large  swing- 
ing model  sent  free 
to  agents  ordering 
three  chains. 

Write  for  Illustrated  Cir- 
cular and  Price  to 

MORSE  CHAIN  CO., 

Trumansburs,  N.  Y. 

Kindly   mention  The  Wheel. 


^ 


ADLETS. 

For  Sale,  ExclianBC,  Ktc. — Twenty-five  words, 
thirty-five  cents.  Each  additional  word  two  cents. 
Cash  invariably  in  advance. 

Situations  and  Help  Wanted. —  Answers  received 
in  confidence  and  forwarded  without  charge.  Kate: 
25  words,  one  time,  50  cents;  three  times,  $1.00;  50 
words,  one  time,  $1.00;  four  times,  $3.00;  76  words, 
one  time,  $1.50;  four  times,  $5.00.  Displayed  adver- 
tisements: One-half  inch,  one  time,  $1.00;  four  times, 
$3.00;  one  inch,  one  time,  $1.50;  four  times,  $5.00. 

PATENTS.— H.  W.  T.  Jenner,  patent  attorney  and 
^  mechanical  expert,  608  F  street,  Washington,  D. 
C.  Established  1883.  I  make  an  examination  free  of 
charge,  and  report  if  a  patent  can  be  had  and  exactly 
how  much  it  will  cost.     Send  for  circular. 

■\X7 ANTED — A  man  of  mechanical  ability  and  push 
'  •  as  superintendent  of  manufacturing  department 
in  hardware  factory;  one  with  experience  in  bicycle 
work  preferred.  Address  "Hardware,"  care  The 
Wheel,   Box  444,  New   York  city.— 30— c. 

■DAliGAINS- 500  Juveniles,  all  sizes;  lot  "Job"  '99 
-'-'  cycles;  Clipper  tires,  .$2.20;  Hartford  seconds,  28x 
1%,  $2.75;  B.  &  W.,  $2.10;  Goodyear,  $2.10;  Juveniles, 
$1.65  to  $2.25  pr. ;  lot  rawhide  saddles,  45c. ;  Calkar 
lamps,  95c.;  toe  clips,  3c.  pr. ;  racing  style  saddles, 
35c.;  lot  soiled  Leno.x  saddles,  25c.  ea.;  Al  spokes, 
$6,  .$10;  write  for  prices  on  anything.  Jandorf,  17  Bar- 
clay  St.,  New   York.— 30— c. 


sundries, 
Jandorf, 


TX7 ANTED — Jobs   in   cycles;   frames,    bars, 
''       tires;    large   or   small    lots;    cash   deal. 
17  Barclay  St.,   New   York.— 30— c. 

\A7  ANTED — By  New  York  jobbing  house,  experi- 
'•  enced  manager  and  buyer  for  bicycle  sundries 
dept. ;  must  have  executive  ability  and  push,  and  be 
well  recommended;  only  first-class  man  need  apply. 
Address   "Sundries,"   P.   O.   Box  1760.  c.t.f. 

TXT  ANTED — Situation  by  a  man  of  four  years'  ex- 
'''  perience;  have  spent  three  months  of  each  year 
looking  after  wholesale  trade;  have  managed  large  re- 
tail branch  balance  of  time;  best  of  references.  Ad- 
dress J.,  care  The  Wheel. — 30 — p. 

XP  OR  SALE — Elegant  bicycle  store,  shop,  tools, 
-•■  machinery,  etc.,  doing  good  business  in  one  of 
the  best  towns  on  Long  Island;  have  excellent  trade 
among  aristocracy  and  get  good  prices;  build  50 
special  wheels  per  season,  have  demand  for  more, 
at  prices  from  $50  to  $85;  no  debts;  everything  in 
first-class  shape;  this  is  a  rare  chance  for  energetic 
business  man.  Address  Chas.  W.  Wilcox,  P.  O.  Box 
444,   New   York. 

■p^OR  SALE — A  bicycle  store  in  a  desirable  location 
•*-  on  New  York  city  boulevard  (Broadway)  beloAr 
110th  St.;  fully  equipped  repair  department,  with  up- 
to-date  machinery  and  tools;  owner  willing  to  sacri- 
fice the  good-will,  etc.,  of  this  business  in  order  to 
give  his  entire  attention  to  other  interests.  "For 
Sale,"   P.    O.    Box   444. 

DIJNIMG  CAUS. 

The  Nickel  Plate  Road  has  always  owned  and 
operated  their  dining  cars  and  meal  stations,  and  the 
service  has  a  reputation  for  excellence  among  the 
traveling  public.  Train  No.  3,  which  leaves  Buffalo 
at  7.10  a.  m.  daily,  has  a  dining  car  attached,  serving 
breakfast  immediately  after  departure  from  Buffalo, 
while  luncheon  and  dinner  are  also  served  at  con- 
venient hours.  This  train  arrives  at  Chicago  at  9.15 
p.  m.,  and  makes  close  connections  with  the  fast 
trains  of  all  western  roads. 


Look  at  Your  Teeth ; 

they  need  cleaning.  Tartar  Tablets  will  quickly 
remove  all  discolorations.  No  acids  or  chemi- 
cals. Harmless  and  Pleasant.  Use  ordinary 
brush.  By  mail,  25c.  Tartar  Tablet  Co.,  489  5th 
Ave.,  N.   Y.   City. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 

lMPKOVJSl>   UlNINU   CAK   SERVICE. 

Nickel  Plate  Train  No.  3,  leaving  Buffalo  at  7.10 
a.  m.  daily,  has  a  dining  car  attached,  serving  break- 
fast immediately  after  departure  from  Buffalo.  Lun- 
cheon and  dinner  will  also  be  served  at  convenient 
hours.  The  meals  on  the  Nickel  Plate  dining  cars 
have  already  a  national  reputation  for  excellence, 
and  this  improved  service  will  no  doubt  be  appre- 
ciated by  the  patrons  of  the  popular  Nickel  Plate 
Road.  

TO    I-08    ANGELES    AND    SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA. 

Every  Friday  night,  at  10.35  p.  m.,  a  through  Tour- 
ist Car  for  Los  Angeles  and  Southern  California 
leaves  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway 
Union  Passenger  Station,  Chicago,  via  Omaha,  Colo- 
rado Springs  and  Salt  Lake  City,  for  all  points  in 
Colorado,   Utah,    Nevada  and   California. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  Pullman  porter,  each  car 
is  accompanied  by  an  intelligent,  competent  and  cour- 
teous "courier,"  who  will  attend  to  the  wants  of  pas- 
sengers en  route.  This  is  an  entirely  new  feature  of 
tourist  car  service,  and  will  be  appreciated  by  families 
or  by  ladies  travehng  alone.  Particular  attention  is 
paid  to  the  care  of  children,  who  usually  get  weary 
on  a  long  journey.  . 

These  tourist  cars  are  sleeping  cars  supplied  witn 
all  the  accessories  necessary  to  make  the  journey  com- 
fortable and  pleasant,  and  the  berth  rate  (each  berth 
will  accommodate  two  persons)  is  only  $6  from  Chi- 
cago to  California.  Ask  the  nearest  ticket  agent  for 
a  tourist  car  folder,  or  address  Geo.  H.  Heafford, 
General  Pass,  and  Ticket  Agent,  Chicago,   III.    •     ,*. 
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GETTING  INTO  LINE 


RADICAL  TRADE  CHANGES  ABOUT  FINISHED  FOR  THE  PRES- 
ENT —  SYSTEMATIC  PULL  FOR  BUSINESS  NOW  —  A.  B.  C. 
ESTABLISHES  AN  ADVERTISING  AND  PUBLICITY  DEPART- 
MENT—A. B.  C.  SECURITIES  ON  THE  CURB  —  THE  LIBERTY 
ASSIGNMENT— BOTTOM-BRACKET  ROYALTY— OTHER  TRADE 
OCCURRENCES   OF   INTEREST. 


A.  B.  C.  Securities. 

Prices  bid  and  asked  for  A.  B.  C.  bonds 
remain  unchanged.  In  the  preferred  and 
common  stock  there  has  been  a  further  de- 
crease, as  the  table  shows: 

BONDS. 

Bid.  Asked. 

Tuesday,    Nov.    28 90  91 

Wednesday,  Nov.   29 90  91 

Thursday,    Nov.   30   (Holiday) —  — 

Friday,    Dec.    1 90  91 

Saturday,  Dec.  2 90  91 

Monday,    Dec.    4 90  91 

Tuesday,   Dec.   5 90  91 

PREFERRED  STOCK. 

,                                        Bid.  Asked. 

Tuesday,   Nov.  28 60  65 

Wednesday,    Nov.    29 60  65 

Thursday,    Nov.    30    (Holiday) —  — 

Friday,   Dec.   1 56  60 

Saturday,    Dec.    2 56  60 

Monday,    Dec.   4 56  60 

Tuesday,   Dec.    5 56  60 

COMMON   STOCK. 

Bid.    Asked. 

Tuesday,   Nov.   28 20  25 

Wednesday,    Nov.    29 20  25 

Thursday,    Nov.   30    (Holiday) —  — 

Friday,   Dec.    1 20  23 

Saturday,  Dec.  2 20  23 

Monday,   Dec.    4 20  23 

Tuesday,   Dec.   5 15  20 

Tlie  Liberty  Assignment. 

Bridgeport,  Conn.,  Dec.  4. — Several  hun- 
dred men  stood  about  the  works  of  the  Lib- 
erty Cycle  Co.  to-day.  Without  previous 
notice,  the  shop  closed  its  doors  on  Saturday 
night,  perhaps  for  the  last  time.  None  of  the 
men,  of  whom  there  were  several  hundred, 
received  his   wages. 

After  a  meeting  of  the  directors  in  New 
York  to-day,  the  company  went  into  insol- 
vency. A  deed  of  assignment  to  Frank  Leon- 
ard, Jr.,  an  attorney  at  45  William  street,  was 
signed  by  John  Holden,  president;  W.  F.  Wil- 
son, treasurer,  and  Willard  L  Allen,  secretary. 

It  is  a  New  York  corporation,  organized 
on  Oct.  26,  1897,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,- 
000,  and  is  the  third  corporation  of  the  same 
name,  the  other  two,  formed  under  New  Jer- 
sey and  Connecticut  laws,  having  been  unsuc- 
cessful. The  present  company  purchased  the 
plant  of  the  old  company  at  Bridgeport. 

Besides  the  factory  office  in  Bridgeport,  and 
a  store  in  that  town,  the  company  had  stores 
at  9  Park  Square,  Boston;  4  Warren  street. 
New  York,  and  82  Wabash  avenue,  Chicago. 


In  a  talk  at  his  home  in  New  Rochelle, 
N.  Y.,  a  suburb  of  New  York  City,  President 
Holden  said  that  the  concern  could  not  go 
on,  because  orders  for  steel,  etc.,  had  been 
placed  too  late,  the  steel  market  being  flooded 
with  orders.  He  said  that  the  company's  in- 
debtedness to  merchandise  creditors  was  only 
about  $2,500,  and  that  assignment  was  prefer- 
able to  increasing  this  indebtedness  to  a  large 
sum  without  knowing  whether  the  needed 
material  could  be  obtained.  He  said  the  com- 
pany owes  considerable  for  borrowed  money, 
largely  to  those  connected  with  it.  He  would 
not  state  the  amount.  He  thought  the  com- 
pany would  probably  be  reorganized  in  the 
near  future. 

The  company  assigned  about  two  years 
ago,  and  a  receiver  was  appointed.  About  a 
year  ago  the  receiver  was  discharged. 

The     manufacturers    of     the     bicycle   parts  ■ 
which  the   concern   claims   to   have   been  un- 
able to  obtain  are  said  to  be  members  of  the 
American    Bicycle    Co. 


Warwicl<  Plant  Transferred. 

Springfield,  Mass.,  Dec.  1. — The  deeds  were 
passed  this  week  transferring  the  Warwick 
plant  to  Daniel  B.  Wesson.  Not  only  was 
the  plant  transferred,  but  a  dividend  of  12|^ 
per  cent  was  declared  in  favor  of  the  creditors 
of  the  Warwick  company.  This  makes  27J 
per  cent  thus  declared,  and  it  is  likely  that 
another  small  dividend  will  be  declared  be- 
fore the  case  is  closed  in  the  courts. 

The  transfer  was  made  by  Alfred  S.  Clarke, 
of  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  Joel  H.  Hendricks, 
of  this  city,  assignees  of  the  Warwick  Mfg. 
Co.,  to  Mr.  Wesson,  and  by  the  deed  all  the 
land  and  buildings  of  the  Warwick  plant,  to- 
gether with  the  engines,  boilers,  elevators, 
etc.,  change  hands.  Two  rights  of  way  are 
also  included  in  this  deed.  The  price  paid  by 
Mr.  Wesson  was  $45,000.  The  plant  is  to  be 
used  by  the  Cheney  Bigelow  Wire  Works. 

When  the  case  of  the  Warwick  Cycle  Mfg. 
Co.  came  up  in  insolvency  court  before 
Judge  Long  a  dividend  of  12J  per  cent  was 
declared.    The  first  dividend  paid  in  this  case 


was  10  per  cent,  and  later  a  dividend  of  5  per 
cent  was  declared.  At  present  there  is  a  suit 
pending,  brought  by  the  assignees  of  the 
Warwick  Company,  against  the  Second  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  if  this  suit  is  won  by  the 
assignees,  another  dividend  of  about  2J  or  3 
per  cent  will  be  declared. 

Bottom-Bracliet  Royalty  One  Dollar. 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Dec.  2.— C.  J.  Smith  & 
Sons  Co.,  makers  of  parts  for  the  American 
Bicycle  Co.,  are  now  delivering  bottom- 
brackets  on  all  the  orders  they  have  taken, 
and  all  orders  are  being  taken  care  of,  irre- 
spective of  whether  the  buyer  belongs  to  the 
A.  B.  C.  or  not.  They,  however,  stamp  all 
bottom-brackets   "patented." 

Said  the  Man  Who  Knows  It  All:  "When 
you  want  the  news,  come  and  see  me.  A 
young  man  who  draws  ten  per  in  one  of  the 
A.  B.  C.  departments  was  sent  over  here  the 
other  day  to  ask  me  some  questions  about 
my  business,  but  the  pump  worked  the  other 
way.  He  told  me  that  when  the  big  concern 
was  good  and  ready  it  would  suggest  to  out- 
side cycle  makers  that  they  pay  royalty  on 
the  bottom-bracket,  and  that,  in  case  of  re- 
fusal, suit  would  be  brought  for  accounting 
on  past  infringements,  on  the  basis  of  a  dollar 
a  machine." 

Reorganization  in  Washington. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Dec.  2. — The  two  im- 
portant events  of  the  week  in  local  trade  cir- 
cles were  the  closing  of  the  store  of  the  Car- 
penter Cycle  Co.,  agents  for  the  Sterling,  and 
of  the  branch  house  of  the  Western  Wheel 
Works.  Crescents  and  Sterlings  will  now  be 
sold  by  the  local  Pope  branch,  which  will  also 
liandle  Columbias,  Hartfords  and  Stormers. 
Manager  Foss  is  enthusiastic  over  his  very 
complete  line  of  wheels  and  predicts  a  record- 
breaking  season  for  his  house  next  year. 

It  is  expected  that  H.  S.  Jones,  Jr.,  will 
secure  the  position  of  assistant  manager  of 
the  Pope  branch  here  when  the  spring  season 
opens.  During  the  winter  he  will  represent 
the  Crescent  interests,  traveling  over  a  por- 
tion of  Illinois  and  Wisconsin. 

Will  Push  the  Viking. 

Toledo,  Dec.  1. — H.  A.  Lozier  &  Co.  have 
written  to  a  leading  bicycle  man  of  this  city 
to  the  effect  that  the  Viking  machinery  tak- 
en to  the  Toledo  plant  of  the  American  Bi- 
cycle Co.  was  to  fill  the  shop  vacancy  caused 
by  the  withdrawal  of  all  the  Lozier  machin- 
ery not  sold  to  the  A.  B.  C,  such  as  the  ap- 
paratus for  the  manufacture  of  gas  engines, 
motors  for  launches,  etc.  It  is  also  stated 
that  Viking  wheels  will  continue  to  be  made, 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  former  man- 
ager of  the  mechanical  department  of  the  Vik- 
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ing,  Mr.  Birchall.  A  number  of  the  Viking 
employes  will  be  taken  on  at  the  new  scene 
of  manufacture  of  this  wheel.  The  letter  fur- 
ther states  that  the  Viking  wheel  will  be  en- 
ergetically pushed  under  the  new  manage- 
ment. 

Across  the  Seas. 

Inspired,  no  doubt,  by  the  Anglo-Ameri- 
can diplomats,  the  A.  B.  C.  has  stretched  its 
arm  across  the  seas.  The  arm  of  the  Ameri- 
can Bicycle  Co.  which  has  been  stretched 
across  the  blue,  to  tickle,  cajole  and  command 
foreign  trade,  is  represented  by  the  person 
known  to  the  world  as  L.  B.  Whymper.  Mr. 
Whymper  sailed  on  the  Campania  on  Satur- 
day last.  He  will  be  at  the  Hotel  Metropole, 
London,  for  an  indefinite  time.  How  much 
territory  he  will  cover,  and  how  long  he  will 
tread  the  foreign  soil,  are  matters  of  uncer- 
tainty. He  may  touch  only  Europe,  or  he 
may,  on  the  contrary,  penetrate  to  Delhi. 

Mr.  Whymper  has  been  in  the  cycle  trade 
for  a  decade;  for  a  time  with  Schoverling, 
Daly  &  Gales,  and  for  several  years  with  the 
Crawford  Company.  As  head  of  the  eastern 
branch  of  the  Crawford  Company,  Mr. 
Whymper  made  a  sales  record  which  is  said 
to  have  made  A.  B.  C.  folks  stare  when  they 
saw  it.  This  indubitable  success  drew  the  fire 
of  the  A.  B.  C.  officials,  and  they  engaged  him 
as  eastern  manager  of  the  Lamb  group,  but 
later  they  transferred  him  to  the  foreign  de- 
partment. 

Mr.  Whymper  has  a  curious  personality. 
He  keeps  to  the  front  a  projection  which  is 
only  a  shadow  of  the  real  Whymper.  The 
real  Whymper  is  brainy,  deep,  emotional, 
diplomatic,  intellectual;  he  knows  the  cycle 
trade,  he  knows  his  Europe.     He  will  do. 

Arrested,  but  Quickly  Releetsed. 

Elkhart,  Ind.,  Dec.  1. — W.  W.  Sprague, 
manager  and  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
Soudan  Mfg.  Co.,  which  recently  moved  its 
plant  from  Chicago,  filed  an  affidavit  against 
E.  N.  Vaughn,  who  was  discharged  as  super- 
intendent, charging  him  with  the  theft  of  cer- 
tain tools.  Vaughn  was  found  at  South 
Bend,  and  he  voluntarily  returned  to  the  Sou- 
dan factory  and  pointed  out  the  missing  tools 
where  he  had  left  them.  He  was  of  course 
released,  as  there  was  nothing  to  show  crim- 
inal intent. 

Mr.  Vaughn  was  superintendent  of  the 
Sterling  Mfg.  Co.'s  factory  at  Chicago  until 
he  resigned  to  go  with  the  Soudan  Company. 

IVteiselbach's  Big  Force. 

Milwaukee,  Dec.  1. — At  present  about  300 
men  are  employed  in  the  Meiselbach  factory. 
On  account  of  the  absorption  into  that  con- 
cern of  the  work  of  the  Milwaukee  Engineer- 
ing Co.  and  Milwaukee  Mfg.  Co.,  the  force 
will  reach  1,000  in  a  few  weeks,  and  soon  the 
big  plant  will  be  turning  out  wheels  for  the 
jobbing  trade  at  the  rate  of  20,000  a  month. 
A  total  output  of  100,000  is  calculated  upon. 

A.  D.  Meiselbach  is  a  very  busy  man  these 
days.  He  is  chock-full  of  business,  and  goes 
around  the  factory  "like  a  house  afire,"  get- 
ting matters  into  proper  swing. 

Crawford  to  Leave  llagerstown. 

Hagenstown,  Pa.,  Dec.  1. — Mr.  R.  S.  Craw- 
ford, who  established  the  Crawford  Bicycle 
Works  in  Hagerstown,  which  have  been  ab- 
sorbed by  the  A.  B.  C.,  will  sell  all  his  real 


estate  here.     It  is  said  he  will  reside  in  New 
York. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  S.  Crawford,  mother  of  R. 
S.  Crawford,  of  the  Crawford  Mfg.  Co.,  Hag- 
erstown, died  in  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  Nov.  2G. 
She  was  79  years  old  and  had  lived  in  the  his- 
toric town  more  than  40  years. 

Toledo  Tube  Co.  Manager  Held. 

Toledo,  Dec.  5. — Lamonte  Bateman,  man- 
ager of  the  Toledo  Tube  Co.,  was  held  by  the 
Grand  Jury  to-day  for  discharging  from  his 
employ  Alonzo  Cole  because  he  belonged 
to  a  labor  union.  The  case  was  filed  to  test 
the  coercion  law  of  Ohio,  which  forbids  dis- 
crimination because  of  union  affiliation.  The 
case  was  fought  bitterly  before  the  jury  and 
no  bail  was  fixed.  The  penalty  in  case  of 
conviction  is  fine  or  imprisonment.  It  will 
probably  reach  higher  courts. 

Bicycles  and  Sundries  Wanted. 

Parker  &  Hamilton,  138  Fairfield  avenue, 
Bridgeport,  Conn.,  want  to  hear  from  manu- 
facturers of  sundries.  They  also  want  a  good 
Hue  of  bicycles.  They  represent  an  acetylene 
gas  generator  for  Connecticut,  and  job  bicy- 
cle and  coach  lamps,  carbide,  gas  heaters, 
etc.  A.  H.  Parker  originated  the  bevel-gear 
chainless  bicycle.  B.  C.  Hamilton  has  been 
manager  of  the  Liberty  Cycle  Co.'s  store  in 
Bridgeport. 

Middletown  Bell  Co.  Closes. 

Embarrassed  by  having  taken  orders  based 
on  the  former  low  prices  of  brass,  the  Mid- 
dletown Bell  Co.,  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  tem- 
porarily suspended  last  Friday.  No  ship- 
ments had  been  made  for  three  weeks.  About 
twenty  hands  were  employed.  The  company 
was  organized  in  1891;  capital  stock,  $6,000. 
At  a  directors'  meeting  yesterday  the  future 
of  the  concern  was  to  be  decided. 

The  Calkins  Bicycle  Rack  Patent. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  2. — A  very  prominent 
lawyer  of  BulTalo,  who  has  looked  very  care- 
fully into  the  matter  of  the  Calkins  bicycle 
rack  patent,  claims  that  Mr.  Calkins's  patent 
is  only  a  design  patent  and  is  only  good  for 


three  and  one-half  years.  He  also  claims 
that,  before  Mr.  Calkins  can  force  collection 
in  the  courts,  he  will  have  to  prove  priority 
of  design. 

Leaves  the  Patee  Company. 

Mr.  Herbert  A.  Simpson,  of  the  Patee 
Bicycle  Co.,  Peoria,  has  sold  his  interests  in 
the  company,  and  will  devote  his  attention 
to  other  interests  in  the  future.  He  will  be 
with  the  company,  however,  until  the  first  of 
the  year,  and  then  he  will  take  his  family  to 
California  for  a  much  needed  rest. 

Ignored  Territorial  Rights. 

Toronto,  Ont.,  Dec.  1.— The  Leader  Bicy- 
cle Co.,  of  this  city,  has  recovered  $750  dam- 
ages from  the  Avery  Bicycle  Co.,  of  Chicago, 
because,  after  giving  the  local  company  the 
right  to  sell  a  patent  sprocket  wheel,  the 
Avery  Company  also  sold  the  wheel  in  Can- 
ada. 

Two  Rubber  Plants  United. 

Akron,  O.,  Dec.  5.— The  Rubber  Goods 
Mfg.  Co.  will  consolidate  the  plant  at  Peoria 
with  the  plant  of  the  India  Company  at  Ak- 
ron, tripling  the  capacity  of  the  local  plant. 
The  Combine  has  had  plans  prepared  for  the 
erection  of  a  giant  rubber  plant. 

Diamond  Rubber  Denial. 

The  Diamond  Rubber  Co.,  Akron,  O.,  ask 
The  Wheel  to  deny  that  they  have  any  con- 
nection whatever  with  the  Rubber  Goods 
Mfg.  Co. 


Hinckley  &  McDavitt,  bicycle  brake  manu- 
facturers at  Jackson,  Mich.,  have  been  suc- 
ceeded by  the  Hinckley  Automatic  Coaster 
and  Brake  Co.  • 


A  New  Jersey  preacher  has  what  he  calls 
a  praying  wheel.  It  is  rather  rickety,  and  he 
never  gets  on  it  for  a  ride  without  praying  for 
a  safe  return. 


C.  B.  Collins,  of  the  Warner  Cycle  Co., 
Madison,  Wis.,  is  backing  a  threshing  ma- 
chine feeder  which  is  said  to  be  a  wonder. 


EXPORTS   FOR   TEN   MONTHS. 

While  the  following  table  shows  a  decrease  of  exports  in  October,  compared  with  Octo- 
ber last  year,  the  figures  only  show  a  drop  of  $26  from  September,  1899.  The  figures  for 
October  last  year  were  $10,707  lower  than  for  the  September  just  preceding  it.  This  is  a 
very  favorable,  healthy  indication.  For  the  ten  months  of  1899  the  total  shows  decrease 
compared  with  '97  and  '98.  This  signifies  that  our  invasion  into  countries  well  sup- 
plied with  factories  of  their  own  has  been  cliecked.  But  note  the  increase  in  shipments 
to   other   parts — Japan,    Hong   Kong,   Africa,  "Other  Asia  and  Oceanica,"  Argentina,  etc. 

—  October —  — Ten  Months  Ending  October — 

Destination.                                                                   1898.                  1899.  1897.                  1898.  1839. 

United  Kingdom $49,507               $10,734  $1,967,510          $1,597,340  $636,739 

France    3,648                  3,215  247,043              463,535  402,896 

Germany     :...      30,458                 22,882  1,147,776           1,411,961  754,551 

Other  Europe  39,918                23,873  1,027,737               892,093  841,106 

British  North  America  8,293                  7,720  697,802               561,804  518,020 

Central  American  States  and  I'.riti^i  Honduras          981                     340  18,758                  6,535  4,483 

Mexico    2,032                  2,064  59,860                52,983  37,601 

Santo  Domingo   25  3,780                     598  323 

Cuba   524                13,039  7,476                  3,930  77,543 

Porto  Rico  997                     167  3,555                  2,351  2,478 

Other  West  Indies  and  Bermuda 3,736                  4,753  109,833                60,403  53,743 

Argentina   22,481                26,080  41,258              101,512  258,598 

Brazil    6,661                  2,521  30,509                88,701  28,914 

Colombia  479                     848  17,871                  7,372  7,638 

Other  South   America 8,229                  5,943  51,998                42,747  55,881 

China  2,384                     460  22,186                20,721  19,883 

East   Indies— British    14,489                23,645  25,302              120,357  117,486 

Hong  Kong   2,853                     680  5,938                  9,289  8,234 

Japan    8,391                11,619  65,521               114,894  98,245 

British    Australasia    9,886                23,447  396,568              185,150  196,448 

Philippine   Islands    130             60  1,281 

Other  Asia  and  Oceanica   4,588                  7,161  58,769                65,798  79,728 

Africa   11,966                  4,697  132,032              146,380  141,304 

Other  countries   762                  1,699  274 

Total    $232,601            $196,043  $6,139,844         $5,958,213  $4,343,397 
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BUT  LITTLE  CYCLE  SHOW 


to  recommend  it  to  all  manufacturers  or  mar- 
keters of  motor-cycles. 


SPACE  EXCEPT  IN  GALLERY. 


Of  the  total  243  spaces,  177  are  on  the  main 
floor.  The  American  Bicycle  Co.  has  104  of 
these.  Seven  are  still  vacant.  The  others 
have  been  taken  by  automobile,  tire  and  ac- 
cessory concerns  and  independent  cycle  mak- 
ers. Of  the  66  gallery  spaces,  eight  have 
been  taken  and  there  are  temporary  options 
out  on  eleven  others. 

AUTOMOBILES. 

U.  S.  Motor  Vehicle  Co.,  New  York. 

Indiana  Bicycle  Co.,   Indianapolis. 

International  Automobile  and  Vehicle  Tire  Co.,  New 
York. 

Foster  &   Co.,   Rochester. 

Loomis  Automobile  Co.,  Westfield,  Mass. 

Riker  Electric  Vehicle  Co.,  Brooklyn. 

A.  D.   Cummer,   Philadelphia. 

Canda  Mfg.   Co.,  Cartaret,  N.  J. 
BICYCLES. 

R.  H.  Wolff  &  Co.,  New  York. 

Black  Mfg.  Co.,  Erie,  Pa. 

Buffalo  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  Buffalo. 

A.  Featherstone  &  Co.,  Chicago. 

Sterling  Cycle  Works,  Kenosha,  Wis. 

Western  Wheel  Works,  Chicago. 

Crawford  Mfg.  Co.,  Hagerstown,  Md. 

Ames  &  Frost,   Chicago. 

Nuttall  Mfg.  Co.,  Nyack,  N.  Y. 

Lamb  Mfg.     Co.   (Spalding),  Chicopee,   Mass. 

Viking  Mfg.  Co.,  Toledo. 

H.  A.  Lozier  &  Co.,  Cleveland. 

E.  C.  Stearns  &  Co.,  Syracuse. 

Barnes  Cycle  Co.,  Syracuse. 

Acme  Mfg.  Co.,  Reading,  Pa. 

Pope  Mfg.   Co.,   Hartford,   Conn. 

Monarch  Cycle  Co.,  Chicago. 

Stover  Mfg.  Co.,  Freeport. 

Gormully  &  Jeffery  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago. 

Shelby  Cycle  Co.,  Shelby. 

Grand  Rapids  Cycle  Co.,  Grand  Rapids. 

Fay  Mfg.  Co.,  Elyria. 

Fanning  Cycle  Co.,   Chicago. 

Geneva  Cycle  Co.,  Geneva. 

A.  D.   Meiselbach,   Milwaukee. 
Milwaukee  Mfg.  Co.,   Milwaukee. 
Milwaukee   Engineering  Co.,  Milwaukee. 
Columbus  Bicycle  Co.,  Columbus. 
North  Buffalo  Wheel  Co.,  Buffalo. 
Eclipse   Bicycle   Co.,   Elmira. 

McKee  &  Harrington,  New  York. 
L.   C.  Jandorf,   New   York. 
Willis'  Park  Row   Cycle   Co. 
Syracuse  Cycle  Co.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
Columbus  Bicycle  Co.,  Columbus,  O. 

ACCESSORIES. 
Empire  Rubber  Co.,  New  York.    Tires,  etc. 

B.  F.  Goodrich  Co.,  Akron. 


Joseph  Dixon  Crucible  Co.,  Jersey  City.  Graphite, 
etc. 

Manhattan  Storage  Co.,   Philadelphia.    Sundries. 

Veeder  Mfg.  Co.,  Hartford.     Cyclometers. 

N.  Y.  Sporting  Goods  Co.,  New  York.    Sundries. 

Straus  Tire  Co.,  New  York.  Tires,  sponge  grips,  etc. , 
etc. 

G.  W.  Cole  &  Co.,  New  York.  Three-in-One  Com- 
pound, etc. 

Gleason-Peters  Air  Pump  Co.,  New  York. 

Manhattan  Brass  Co.,   New   York.     Lamps,  etc. 

E.  A.  Brecher  &  Co.,  New  York.    Sundries. 

Badger  Brass  Co.,  Kenosha.     Solar  lamp. 

American  Saddle  Co.,  Elyria. 

C.  J.  Smith  &  Sons  Co.,  Milwaukee.    Parts. 

Geo.  L.  Thompson  Co.,  Chicago.     Parts. 

Cleveland  Ball  and  Pedal   Co.,   Cleveland. 

Cleveland  Machine  Screw  Co.    Parts. 

Indianapolis  Chain  and  Stamping  Co.,  Indianapolis. 

National  India  Rubber  Co.,  Bristol.     Tires. 

Spinroller  Co.,  Rochester.     Chainless  gear. 

Diamond  Rubber  Co.,  Akron. 

Hartford  Rubber  Works  Co.,  Hartford. 

American  Roller  Bearing   Co.,   Philadelphia. 

Wm.   P.  Miller's   Sons,   Brooklyn.     Lubricant. 

Peter  Frasse  &  Co.,  jobbers.  New  York. 

American    Dunlop   Tire   Co.,   Belleville,   N.   J. 

Twentieth   Century   Lamp   Co.,   New   York. 

Rose    Mfg.   Co.,  lamps,    Philadelphia,   Pa. 

Frank  E.  Bundy  Lamp  and  Sundry  Co.,  Elmira, 
N.   Y. 


The  English  Cycle  Shows. 

Automobiles  share  the  space  in  the  Na- 
tional and  Stanley  Shows  in  England,  begin- 
ning Nov.  16  and  17.  Generally  character- 
ized, both  shows  have  fewer  exhibitors,  but 
there  is  no  emptiness.  There  are  fewer  flow- 
ers than  other  forms  of  decoration,  and,  in 
many  cases,  stands  which  were  used  last  year 
were  remodeled  for  this  season's  use. 

There  are  various  differences  in  detail  of 
construction,  but  the  chief  novelties  seem  to 
be  in  the  line  of  coaster-brake  and  back- 
pedaling  brake  ideas.  At  the  opening  the 
public  attendance  at  many  stands  was  notably 
poor,  and,  according  to  the  "Cyclist,"  some 
of  the  concerns  which  could  least  afford  to 
.do  so  had  their  stands  in  charge  of  "ignorant, 
grimy,  cigarette-sucking  youths." 

Some  American  bicycles  are  exhibited 
through  their  English  representatives. 
Among  the  automobile  exhibitors  is  the  Lo- 
comobile Co.,  of  New  York. 


ACTIVITY  CONTINIES  IN  THE  AITOMOBILE  WORLD. 


To  Organize  a  Local  Auto  Company. 

President  C.  E.  Woods  and  L.  F.  Wright, 
of  the  Woods  Motor  Vehicle  Co.,  of  Chicago, 
have  been  in  Cleveland  during  the  past  week 
exhibiting  several  of  their  popular  types  of 
electric  carriages.  The  Woods  people  are 
anxious  to  secure  first-class  representation  in 
Cleveland,  and  Mr.  Woods  is  at  work  among 
the  prominent  business  men  of  that  city  try- 
ing to  organize  a  company  to  handle  his  line. 
Thus  far  his  efforts  seem  to  have  been  very 
successful.  The  Automobile  Carriage  Supply 
Co.,  which  proposed  to  conduct  an  automo- 
bile club,  repository,  riding  school  and  man- 
ufacturing establishment  combined,  leasing 
the  old  C.  A.  C.  clubhouse  for  this  purpose, 
seem     to  have     undertaken  more     than  they 


could  carry  out.  At  any  rate  Mr.  Woods, 
who  was  elected  president  of  the  company, 
has  withdrawn,  and  is  looking  for  other  rep- 
resentation. 

They  Want  Motor  Tricycles. 

Spalding-Bidwell  Company,  29  West  Forty- 
second  street.  New  York,  are  in  the  market 
for  a  line  of  motor-tricycles.  This  company 
is  located  on  one  of  the  leading  thorough- 
fares of  the  city,  and  is  in  a  position  to  popu- 
larize and  push  a  line  of  this  kind.  They 
want  to  connect  with  either  American  or 
European  houses.  This  business  will  be  per- 
sonally handled  by  Frank  Eveland,  who  has 
made  a  conspicuous  success  in  cycle  selling, 
and  whose  connection  with  the  scheme  ought 


New  Incorporations. 

Sparks  Automobile  Co.,  San  Francisco. 
Manufacture  automobiles,  etc.  Capital,  $1,- 
000,000.  Incorporators:  C.  H.  Taylor,  W.  J. 
Bartnett,  T.  J.  Sparks,  J.  Curtin,  all  of  San 
Francisco;  S.  Goodenough,  of  Oakland. 

Pathfinder  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago.  Manufac- 
turing automobiles,  bicycles,  etc.  Capital, 
$2,500.  Incorporators:  H.  H.  Phillips,  H.  D. 
Howe,  G.  G.  Murray,  all  of  Chicago. 

Motor  Cab  Co.  Incorporated. 

Springfield,  111.,  Dec.  5.— The  Woods  Mo- 
tor Cab  Co.,  of  Chicago,  filed  articles  of  in- 
corporation to-day  and  was  granted  a  license 
by  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  capital  is 
$500,000.  The  incorporators  are  Harry  Good- 
man, C.  T.  B.  Goodspeed,  Arthur  B.  Shafif- 
ner.  The  company  will  manufacture  and  op- 
erate automobiles   and  other  vehicles. 

Munger  Automobile  Tire  Co. 

The  Munger  Automobile  Tire  Co.  was  in- 
corporated in  New  Jersey  last  Saturday. 
Capital  stock,  $600,000,  divided  into  $100,000 
7  per  cent  preferred  and  $500,000  common. 
L.  D.  ("Birdie")  Munger  is  prominently  con- 
nected with  this  company  and  has  the  strong- 
est possible  Wall  Street  backing. 

May  Locate  in  Buffalo. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  1. — Frederick  Nichols, 
president  of  the  Woods  Motor  Vehicle  Co., 
was  here  this  week  inspecting  sites  for  the 
proposed  new  works  of  the  company.  Eighty 
acres  of  ground  are  required  and  it  is  said  the 
concern  will  employ  4,000  men. 

Electric  Buses  in  New  Haven. 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  Dec.  4. — During  the 
present  month  the  new  electric  bus  line  be- 
tween the  Green  and  East  Rock  Park  will  be 
in  operation.  If  the  project  is  a  success,  other 
lines  will  be  operated. 

Going  to  Manufacture  Motor  Vehicles. 

■  The  Canda  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Cartaret,  N.  J., 
are  preparing  to  go  into  the  manufacture  ol 
motor  cycles  quite  extensively,  using  the  well- 
known  French  Dion-Bouton  motor  for  power. 


Durant  McLean  Co.  Incorporated. 

The  Durant  McLean  Co.,  of  New  York 
City,  has  been  incorporated  to  manufacture 
cycles  and  other  vehicles.  Capital,  .$20,000. 
Directors:  Durant  McLean,  W.  G.  Barry, 
Brooklyn,  and  A.  L.  Foster,  Wechawken, 
N.J. 


Bell  Makers  Meet. 

A  meeting  was  in  progress  yesterday  at 
New  Haven  of  the  members  of  the  recently 
formed  bell-makers'  pool.  Officers  and  direc- 
tors were  to  be  elected. 


Another  $20,000  Company. 

Empire  State  Cycle  Co.,  of  Addison.  Cap- 
ital, $20,000.  Directors:  William  H.  Ives,  C. 
A.  Brewster  and  J.  S.  Harrison,  Addison. 
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TOOL-BAGS 

we   make, 

BUT  JUST  A  FEW  SAMPLES 

to  show  you  that  we  are 

RIGHT   IN    LINE    FOR   ANYTHING 
YOU    MAY   WANT. 


The  Quality  and  Price  are  Guaranteed. 

SEND     FOR     CATALOGUE. 
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AMERICAN  SADDLE  CO.,  Elyria,  Ohio. 


No.    310. 


No.  230, 


No.  160.! 
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"'^**"^HICAGO. 

Flint  says  about  trusts  is  worthy  of  an  attentive  ear.  His  car- 
dinal principle  in  managing  amalgamations  is  this:  Amal- 
gamate if  you  will,  but  keep  each  factor  separate.  Keep  each 
selling  factor,  the  one  working  against  the  other.  If  you  own 
two  rubber  companies,  your  amalgamation  should  take  the 
form  of  a  central  clearing  house,  but  by  all  means  have  these 
two  companies  fight  for  trade.  Don't  let  them  practice  small 
economies.  Extension  rather,  should  be  the  slogan  of  the 
would-be  successful  trust. 

According  to  Mr.  Flint's  ideas,  it  might  be  said  that  a  trust 
should  be  handled  very  much  as  a  theatrical  spectacle.  No 
matter  what  may  be  behind  the  scenes  or  in  the  wings,  the 
front  should  be  glittering,  gorgeous  and  overpowering.  The 
economies  should  be  kept  dark.  In  the  same  way,  the  com- 
ponent parts  of  the  trust  should  not  lop  ofif  traveling  men  or 
advertising  and  the  like,  and  should  not  replace  well  paid 
good  labor  with  ill  paid  incapacity.  Mr.  Flint  once  organized 
a  trust — one  of  his  early  ventures — and  he,  or  his  representa- 
tives, used  the  axe  and  lopped,  and  cut,  and  pared  to  such  an 
extent  that  business  took  itself  into  other  c]uarters.  Trade 
must  be  given  the  gloved  hand.  It  has  its  delicacy  and  its 
sentimentality  and  it  avoids  rough-fisted  methods.  It  ebbs  and 
flows  as  stealthily  as  the  seas,  and  it  seeks  that  harbor  which  is 
most  agreeable  to  it.  Trade  must  be  coaxed,  cajoled,  pleased, 
and,  in  some  cases,  fascinated.  Mr.  Flint  has  learned  how  to 
do  these  things  well,  and  has  now  tied  himself  up  to  that 
philosophy  outlined  at  the  beginning  of  this  note. 


THEY  MIGHT  DROP  DEAD. 


H 


ERE  is   something  from   the  "Cyclist,"   of   London,   to 
which  we  invite  your  attention: 


SUGGESTION  TO  DEALERS. 


The  much-discussed  N.  C.  U.  deputation  to  the  railway  managers, 
headed  by  the  Right  Hon.  Herbert  Gladstone,  M.  P.,  and  supported 
by  a  soundly  argumentative  letter,  was  duly  received  by  the  magnates 
last  Tuesday  week.  The  case  for  the  Union  was  most  efficiently  put 
by  Mr.  Gladstone  and  supported  by  Mr.  T.  H.  Woollen,  who  it  will 
be  remembered  acted  with  some  success  as  the  Union's  champion  a 
few  years  ago  at  Preston,  when  the  sixpenny  twelve-miles  rate  was 
obtained,  and  who  ably  seconded  the  introducer,  and  showed  the  man- 
agers what  ought  to  have  been  patent  to  them  years  ago,  viz.,  that 
cheapening  the  cycle  rates  would  mean  a  large  increase  of  passenger 
traffic.  Of  course,  no  definite  reply  to  the  preferments  of  the  deputa- 
tion was  afforded  by  the  committee,  but  assurance  was  given  that 
the  representations  would  receive  due,  careful,  and  sympathetic  con- 
sideration. 

We  have  said  it  before,  and  we  say  it  again:  Men  in 
this  country,  of  much  less  prominence  than  such  as  Glad- 
stone, Balfour  and  others  who  do  active  work  for  cycling  in 
England,  would  probably  drop  dead  if  they  were  asked  to  so 
"belittle"  themselves.  And  in  the  presence  of  so  much  heart 
disease,  who  would  dare  suggest  it? 


FLINT'S  MAIN  IDEA. 


WE  don't  know  whether  Mr.  Charles  R.  Flint  knows  more 
about  trusts  than  any  other  man,  but  that  he  knows 
something  about  them  is  certain.  Mr.  Flint  is  now  past  master 
of  trust  promotion,  and  he  handles  those  financial  spheres  as 
deftly  as  a  clever  "second"  fans,  polishes  and  otherwise  gets 
into  high-class  shape  the  fistic  bantam.     Therefore,  what  Mr. 


SOUTHWESTERN  Missouri,  rocky,  wild,  mountainous,  is 
not  quite  the  section  one  would  look  to  in  search  of  en- 
terprise in  the  advertising  line.  But  no  enterprise  knows 
geographical  limitations  in  a  country  so  full  of  readers  as  this 
one.  Here  is  an  advertisement  inserted  in  a  Springfield,  Mo., 
paper.  It  appeared  as  reading  matter,  under  a  regular  three- 
head  caption: 

I  wish  to  inform  the  public  that  the  statement  made  in  the  "Leader- 
Democrat"  of  November  24,  that  the  use  of  bicycles  is  declining,  is  a 
mistake. 

The  factories  have  all  sold  more  wheels  this  year  than  last.  The 
Western  Wheel  Works  sold  100,000  bicycles  last  year;  this  year  they 
have  sold  125,000  wheels.  Dunlap  Bros,  sold  more  wheels  this  year 
than  last;  J.  E.  Atkinson  sold  nearly  double  the  amount  of  1898. 

The  chainless  bicycle  is  as  much  better  than  the  chain  bicycle  as 
the  chain  is  better  than  the  old  ordinary. 

Business  men  can  ride  the  chainless  anywhere  with  safety. 

The  improvements  on  1900  bicycles  make  them  perfect.  We  can 
show  you,  if  you  are  from  Missouri.  Riding  a  bicycle  with  common- 
sense  will  cure  almost  any  illness.  You  can  abuse  any  privilege.  A 
little  study  is  good;  too  much  ruins  one's  health;  too  much  of  anything 
is  injurious,  enough  is  good  for  anyone.  The  prospects  for  the  sale 
of  bicycles  in  1900  are  better  than  ever.  The  1900  bicycles  are  works  of 
art,  they  are  beautiful.     Come  and  see  them. 

J.  E.  Atkinson. 

Observe  that  Mr.  Atkinson  made  no  attempt  to  conceal  the 
fact  that  his  article  was  an  advertisement.  Note,  too,  that  he 
generously  mentioned  his  local  competitor.  For  the  sake  of 
the  trade  and  their  own  purses,  dealers  in  all  cities  of  small  or 
moderate  size  can  well  afford  to  imitate  Mr.  Atkinson.  Possi- 
bly some  newspapers  would  make  no  charge  for  printing  such 
matter.  Any  dealer  who  reads  the  cycle  trade  journals  intelli- 
gently should  be  able  to  supply  his  local  trade  with  bicycle 
news  of  such  interest  that  the  publishers  will  gladly  print  it 
free,  including  in  it  an  occasional  mention  of  the  dealer's  own 
business. 
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BY  far  the  big  majority  of  daily  newspapers  are  anti-com- 
binistic.  Some  of  them  may  be  so  through  sincerity 
alone.  Most  others,  whatever  the  opinions  or  sympathies  of 
their  publishers  may  be,  appear  to  believe  that  in  some  way  the 
anti-combine  policy  benefits  them.  Presumably,  the  wage- 
earner,  who  thinks  his  position  may  be  adversely  affected  by 
combines,  prefers  sympathy  to  logic  in  newspaper  references 
to  such  matters,  and  he  might  possibly  buy  an  anti-combine 
newspaper  in  preference  to  a  neutral  one.  But  it  must  be 
obvious  to  the  most  prejudiced  reader  that  many  of  the  anti- 
combine  newspaper  items  are  illogical  absurdities,  and  it  is 
extremely  doubtful  if  such  stuff,  or  newspaper  talk  of  any 
kind,  really  prevent  a  wage-earner  from  buying  a  bicycle,  for 
example,  from  a  combine.  There  are  exceptions  to  every  rule, 
of  course.  Nor  does  it  seem  to  us  that  dealers  are  affected 
much  by  newspaper  opinion  or  inference.  In  choosing  a  line 
of  bicycles,  the  dealer  will  buy  where  he  can  buy  best,  as  to 
quality,  reliability  of  the  manufacturer,  price  and  his  own 
chance  of  permanent  retention  as  agent. 

»     *     * 

CORRECT  breathing,  says  a  New  York  newspaper  re- 
nowned for  its  home-made,  rough-shod  philosophy,  is 
about  the  most  important  feature  of  every-day  hygiene.  The 
paper  tells  how  consumption  can  be  prevented,  even  cured,  by 
exaggerated  doses  of  ordinary  city  air.  Its  advice  suggests  an 
early-morning  view  of  hundreds  of  open  windows,  and  as  many 
hundreds  of  noses  poked  therefrom,  imbibing  the  ambient 
atmosphere  by  means  of  a  stipulated  three  hundred  inhalations. 
Fancy  shows  the  front  and  rear  platforms  of  street  cars 
jammed  with  breathing-fiends,  their  breasts  heaving  and  their 
brains  busy  keeping  count.  Such  advice  is  very  good — for  a 
minute.  Man  is  not  yet  a  machine,  and  some  of  us  think  we 
never  will  be.  The  cowboy  will  continue  to  breathe  fresh  air 
and  the  office  man  will  continue  to  not  do  so,  except  when 
he  mounts  his  wheel  and  breathes  deeply  and  naturally  as  he 

rolls  rhythmically  along. 

*     *     * 

NOW  that  a  number  of  concerns  have  been  grouped — and 
no  doubt  benefited — by  the  policy  of  the  A.  B.  C,  ob- 
serve how  prominently  the  individuality  of  each  really  pro- 
gressive outside  concern  stands  out  before  the  public  eye. 
Never  so  well  known  as  they  are  to-day.  Never  in  better 
position,  apparently,  to  win  in  competition.  It  is  a  verification 
of  The  Wheel's  words  when  the  big  organization  was  a  cer- 
tainty: "The  Wheel,  therefore,  counsels  the  trade,  root  and 
branch,  not  to  be  too  much  disturbed,  but  to  tighten  the  belt, 
take  a  closer  grip  on  the  handle-bars,  and  hold  on,  with  the 
calm  certainty  that  there  is  room  on  earth  for  practical 
talent,  and  quality,  and  individuality.  .  .  ."  The  Pinch- 
pennies,  however,  and  the  Neverwakeups,  are  about  as  ob- 
scure as  ever.  They  fail  to  recognize  the  opportunities  of 
isolation.    And  they  are  the  more  liable  to  speedy  evaporation. 

«     «     * 

NOW  comes  Dr.  Campbell,  a  specialist  of  something  or 
other,  and  specifically  tells  Europeans  that  the  back 
should  be  bent  while  cycling,  in  that  it  "involves  much  less  ex- 
penditure of  muscular  energy  than  the  bolt-upright  position, 
and  also  combats  the  tendency  of  the  blood  to  gravitate  to  the 
splanchnic  area."  European  scorchers  may  now  be  expected 
to  resume  their  beloved  hump.  The  fact  is  that  the  average 
rider  does  not  sit  upright.  He  can  get  better  muscular  results 
,  by  leaning  forward  more  or  less;  sometimes  with  a  straight 
back,  sometimes  curved,  according  to  his  build.  But  sup- 
pose he  does  sit  up  as  if  he  had  a  poker  up  his  back — where  is 
the  injury?     According  to  this  learned  specialist,  a  man  should 


not  walk  upright,  but  should  scientifically  amble  along  as  a 
quadruped. 


»     «     * 


JOBBERS,  a  good  many  of  them,  have  the  old-fashioned, 
copper-bottomed,  middleman  instinct  so  strongly  imbed- 
ded in  their  business  natures  that  the  idea  of  spending  money 
for  any  form  of  advertising  beyond  the  sending  out  of  travelers 
and  circulars  jars  them  every  time  it  is  mentioned.  People  are 
so  much  like  sheep.  Because  certain  old-time  jobbers,  growing 
up  with  the  country,  have  become  ponderous  and  wealthy  with- 
out using  the  more  modern  methods,  too  many  young  concerns 
think  they  can  succeed  in  the  same  way.  A  comparatively 
small  minority  have  known  better,  and,  by  tooting  their  horns 
industriously  in  trade  papers,  have  in  short  periods  of  time 
risen  phenomenally.  After  all.  Pinch-penny  is  only  a  miserly 
relation  of  Money-maker. 


«     •     • 


AMERICAN  manufacturers  of  bicycles  who  have  had  hard 
rows  to  hoe  may  well  take  comfort  in  the  solidification 
which  appears  to  be  taking  place  in  the  English  trade,  and 
strong  evidence  of  which  is  the  satisfactory  number  of  exhibit- 
ors at  the  Stanley  Show.  The  cycle  makers  of  England  have, 
as  a  whole,  had  hard  times  in  earnest — such  knocks  as  only  a 
few  concerns  in  this  country  have  experienced;  and,  after  all, 
and  in 'the  face  of  a  greatly  lessened  hold  upon  export  business, 
they  are  rallying.  As  conditions  change,  as  the  halcyon  days 
pass,  it  is  human  nature  to  despond ;  but  the  real  man  of  busi- 
ness recovers  quickly,  adjusts  his  afifairs  to  the  new  conditions, 

and  goes  on. 

*  *     * 

A  CONNECTICUT  dealer  is  authority  for  the  statement 
that  the  recently  enacted  lamp  law  in  that  State  has  di- 
minished the  number  of  women  riders.  The  dealer's  explana- 
tion is  that  many  of  the  wheelwomen  in  the  smaller  cities,  who 
have  used  their  wheels  for  errand-running,  etc.,  and  who  have 
never  felt  the  need  of  lamps,  dislike  the  bother  of  attending  to 
them,  and,  further,  resent  having  to  use  lamps  at  all.  This  is 
something  that  time  must  regulate.  No  doubt,  before  the  next 
riding  season  has  far  progressed,  the  wheelwomen  of  Con- 
necticut will  have  adjusted  themselves  to  the  new  condition  of 

things. 

«     «     * 

EARLY  in  the  present  phase  of  centralization  in  the  cycle 
trade  it  was  naturally  asked  what  the  result  would  be 
upon  the  trade  journals.  It  seemed  to  The  Wheel  then,  and 
it  has  so  transpired,  that  one  result  of  the  consolidation  would 
be  the  rousing  of  concerns  who  have  hitherto  been  compara- 
tively dormant  in  their  advertising  energies.  The  Wheel  has 
considerably  more  good  advertising  patronage  than  at  this 
time  last  year.  As  to  the  future,  it  will  take  care  of  itself. 
Every  healthy  trade  and  business  has  independent  journalistic 
representation,  and  there  is  always  room  at  the  top. 

*  •     • 

GENUINE  efforts,  through  liberal  advertising,  etc.,  are 
being  made  by  several  prominent  and  reputable  con- 
cerns in  the  English  trade  to  interest  cycle  dealers  in  motor- 
tricycles  and  similar  vehicles.  No  notable  results,  so  far.  But 
there  may  be,  and  should  be. 

*  «     « 

OF  the  10,000  hardware  dealers  in  England,  about  2,500 
handle   bicycles.     Surely,   the   right   policy,   long  and 
strong,  should  induce  a  goodly  number  o*f  these  dealers  to 

handle  American  wheels. 

*  *     * 

ANOTHER  drop  of  a  dollar  a  ton  in  the  Pittsburg-  price  of 
steel  billets. 


1899. 
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A  MAN  who  will  necessarily  cut  a  big 
swath  in  the  cycle  trade  of  America 
from  now  on  is  Theodore  F.  Merseles,  Jr., 
Third  Vice-President  of  the  A.  B.  C.  Mr. 
Merseles  was,  for  five  or  six  years,  under  the 
right  wing  of  the  President  of  the  Western 
Wheel  Works,  Mr.  R.  L.  Coleman.  Any  man 
of  native  talent  and  of  sound  brain  could  not 
have  rubbed  up  against  the 
President  of  the  W.W.W.  for 
a  half  decade  and  not  have 
achieved  a  commercial  evolu- 
tion equal,  say,  to  700  per  cent. 

Mr.  Merseles  was  "once  a 
stenographer,"  as  a  party  re- 
cently put  it  to  the  writer. 
So  he  was — but  such  a  stenog- 
rapher, a  crackajack,  a  pencil- 
burner,  a  word-catcher,  a  re- 
corder of  the  very  first  rank. 
Here  is  what  Merseles,  the 
stenographer,  did.  He  sat  in 
the  meetings  of  the  Eastern 
Traffic  Association.  They 
lasted  for  hours.  He  listened 
to  deep  and  rapid  discussion. 
Those  railroad  men  were 
brainy.  Their  mentality  was 
not  sticky.  They  thought  at 
high  pressure,  and  the  result 
was  voluble  and  eloquent  pro- 
jection. Merseles,  for  hours 
at  a  time,  followed  this  pyro- 
technic display.  And  then, 
when  the  freight-rates  fray 
was  over,  he  handed  to  other 
men  scores  of  books  filled 
with  his  hieroglyphs,  and 
these  men  turned  the  Merseles 
Sanscrit  into  an  absolute  re- 
port of  all  that  had  been  said 
and  done.  He  was  a  steno, 
of   course,   and   such  a   steno. 

At  that  time  he  was  prom-i 
inent   in   the    Hudson    County 
Wheelmen,  an   important  Jer- 
sey City  club.     He  also  busied 
himself  with  L.  A.  W.  afifairs, 
and  was  much  in  the   cycling 
eye.     He   knew   people.      One 
■day  Mr.    Coleman  ran  across 
him — ^just  the  same  as  he  ran 
across    E.    J.    Day,    another    Hudson    County 
man,  who  now  holds  down  the  Chicago  end 
of  the  W.  W.  W.  business — and  Merseles  was 
annexed. 

For  a  time  Merseles  was  lost  to  view.  He 
was  busy.  To  be  with  R.  L.  Coleman  means 
to  be  at  work,  means  to  be  absorbed.  To 
swim  the  same  stream  with  a  man  like  Mr. 
Coleman  necessitates  constant,  complete  and 
isolated  thought.  So,  for  a  year  or  so,  Mer- 
seles was  buried.  And  then,  after  two  or 
three  years  in  the  crucible,  there  was  dropped 
upon  Merseles'  shoulders  much  of  the  work 
which  Mr.  Coleman  was  formerly  wont  to  do 
personally.  Later  Merseles  was  "Assistant  to 
the   President,"   and    in  time,   and  until  the 


W.  W.  W.  was  swallowed  by  the  A.  B.  C, 
Merseles  was  very  much  of  a  man  in  that 
company. 

Mr.  Merseles  went  from  the  W.  W.  W.  to 
the  A.  B.  C,  into  the  general  sales  depart- 
ment, and  later,  being  nominated  by  Col.  Al- 
bert A.  Pope,  he  was  made  head  of  the  sales 
department,  was  honored  with  a  title  and  was 


THEODORE  F.  MERSELES. 

reimbursed  with  a  salary  which  the  gossips 
place  at  one,  zero,  comma,  more  zeros.  Thus, 
in  six  or  seven  years,  Mr.  Merseles  evoluted 
from  the  stenographer  into  an  important  offi- 
cial in  a  corporation  of  no  mean  pretensions. 
And  he  got  there,  not  by  favoritism  or  cor- 
ridor promises,  but  by  sheer  merit. 

Mr.  Merseles  was  born  in  Jersey  City,  and 
still  lives  there.  He  is  not  far  either  side  of 
35.  He  never  tried  for  a  prize  in  a  beauty 
show.  He  favors  the  Lincoln  type.  He  is 
thin,  tallish,  and  sometimes  he  bears  the  mark 
of  overwork.  He  is  made  up  of  sinew,  nerves 
and  brain.  There  is  little  of  rotundity  to 
him.  Physically  he  don't  run  to  curves,  but 
is  straight  up  and  down.    Starting  with  a  vital 


cranial  outfit,  he  has  by  study,  absorption 
and  experience,  achieved  a  fairly  high  alti- 
tude in  commercial  philosophy.  He  has 
learned  to  divest  every  proposition  of  its 
frills  and  of  all  that  ragtag  and  bobtail  which 
is  so  apt  to  smother  such  propositions.  He 
gets  to  the  heart  of  the  thing  immediately, 
has  a  clarified  view  of  the  necessities  of  the 
situation,  draws  heavily  on 
hindsight,  uses  his  natural 
foresight,  and  then  the  de- 
cision is  made,  the  nut  is 
cracked,  and  something  has 
been  done.  Merseles  has  been 
taught  to  shed  trifles  and  to 
scorn  triflers.  He  bends  to 
the  oar  all  the  time,  and  makes 
ledger  history  every  hour.  He 
takes  his  work  with  intense 
seriousness,  and  his  day  is 
ended  only  when  to  hold  on 
longer  would  be  unprofitable. 
Personally  Mr.  Merseles  is 
pleasant,  unharsh,  apparently 
never  hurried,  and  seemingly 
able  to  turn  to  the  speaker  or 
to  the  object  at  hand  that 
particular  pigeon-hole  of  his 
mind  which  has  been  devoted 
to  its  storage.  This  is  an  ex- 
ceptional trait.  It  enables  a 
man  to  intelligently  and  quick- 
ly take  up  something  that  has 
been  left  off,  and  it  seems  to 
be  continuous  matter,  rather 
than  something  which  has 
been  broken  into,  something 
which  has  to  be  fished  for  and 
trotted  out. 

It  would  be  unfair  to  Mr. 
Merseles  to  paint  him  as  a 
great  man.  That  would  very 
largely  kill  off  the  point  of 
this  sketch,  which  is  simply  to 
the  effect  that  Merseles  is  a 
gentleman,  a  good  man,  a 
capable  business  man,  and 
that,  as  things  are  measured 
by  men  in  the  market,  he  has 
been  conspicuously  and  de- 
servedly successful. 


A.  B.  C.  Publicity  Department. 

It  is  probable  that  after  Jan.  1  all  adver- 
tising of  A.  B.  C.  concerns  will  be  handled 
through  a  central  department,  which  will  be 
in  charge  of  J.  E.  Sullivan,  well  known  for 
his  connection  with  advertising  matters  and 
in  the  athletic  world.  His  relations  with 
President  Spalding  have  for  years  been  very 
close.  It  has  been  estimated  that  his  depart- 
ment will  expend  over  $500,000  annually. 
Through  it,  too,  will  pass  news  concerning 
the  big  aggregation. 


The  lamp  salesman  is  out  in  full  force.     So 
is  the  seller  of  pumps. 
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Recreation  and  Sport* 


THE  SIX-DAYS   RACE. 

Riders    at     It     Once     More,     but     It     Is    Not 

the  "  Death  Grind  "  of  Former 

Years. 

The  six-days  race  started  in  Madison 
Square  Garden  at  12.05  a.  m.,  Monday,  with 
nineteen  teams  entered  and  about  half  the 
usual  number  of  spectators.  All  of  the  old- 
time  "'pluggers"  were  on  hand,  and  with  them 
were  a  few  sprinters  and  graduated  amateurs. 

The  pace  during  the  first  three  days  was 
faster  than  in  any  of  the  previous  contests, 
but  this  was  due  to  the  pairing  of  the  riders 
into  teams,  of  each  of  which  no  one  rider 
was  permitted  on  the  track  more  than  twelve 
hours  out  of  each  twenty-four. 

The  team  idea  was  due  to  the  New  York 
law,  passed  last  year,  requiring  a  rest  of 
twelve  hours  a  day  for  all  competitors,  and 
this  was  responsible  for  a  decided  decrease 
of  patronage,  as  compared  with  former 
years. 

On  Monday  the  following  teams  dropped 
out  of  the  race  for  various  reasons,  principal- 
ly lack  of  stamina:  Rivierre  and  Pilkington, 
Peltier  and  Peabody,  Ireland  and  Ruel,  Mil- 
ler and  Stone,  Johnson  and  Comeau,  Julius 
and  Lawson,   Michaels  and  Fallon. 

The  score  after  48  hours'  riding  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

Team.  Miles.     Laps. 

Miller   and   Waller 963  3 

Maya  and   McEachren 963  3 

Pierce    and    Gimm 963  2 

Chevallier   and    Fisher 962  7 

Turville    and    Stevens 962  5 

Babcock  and   Stinson 962  4 

Schinneer    and    Forster 960  2 

Thoma    and    Dickerson 911  1 

Mariiis   and   Pastaire 816  2 

"ZImmy"  and  Fournier  Arrested. 

Arthur  Zimmerman,  his  father,  and  Henri 
Fournier  were  out  on  an  automobile  last 
Sunday  afternoon,  and  the  combination  of 
champions  and  modern  vehicle  was  speedier 
than  the  law  allows.  They  were  captured  at 
Madison  avenue  and  Thirty-sixth  street,  after 
a  chase,  by  Officer  McAdam,  of  the  Bicycle 
Squad,  who  had  his  wheel  smashed  in  at- 
tempting to  stop  the  vehicle  as  he  would  a 
runaway  horse.  Fournier  insisted  that  the 
automobile  could  not  go  over  six  miles -an 
hour,  but  he  was  put  under  bail  until  an  ex- 
pert could  testify. 

Buffalo  to  Lose  a  Track. 

Bufifalo,  Dec.  5. — There  is  a  possibility  that 
Buffalo  will  liave  no  bicycle  track,  for  the 
coming  season.  The  Buffalo  Athletic  Field 
Co.  has  received  an  offer  for  its  property, 
and  it  has  been  forwarded  to  C.  A.  Johnson, 
the  president,  who  is  wintering  at  Colorado 
Springs.  A.  C.  Willats,  the  manager  of  the 
company,  says  that  the  offer  is  a  good  one, 
but  until  he  hears  from  Mr.  Johnson  he  can- 
not say  whether  it  will  be  accepted. 

About  a  year  ago  a  company  of  local  cy- 
cling celebrities  was  formed  and  called  the 
Olympian  Games  Co.  This  organization 
rented  the  track  for  one  year  with  the  option 
of  two  years  more,  but  The  Wheel  man  un- 


derstands from  more  than  ordinary  authority 
that  the  members  of  the  Olympian  Company 
have  not  the  time  to  devote  to  it  another  sea- 
son, and  therefore  they  would  relinquish  the 
athletic  field  at  the  expiration  of  the  year. 
The  matter  now  stands  in  just  this  way:  If 
Mr.  Johnson  accepts  the  offer  the  track  will 
be  taken  out  and  the  property  cut  up  into 
building  lots.  If  Mr.  Johnson  does  not  ac- 
cept the  terms  of  purchase  it  is  by  no  means 
certain  whether  he  will  continue  to  run  the 
track  or  sell  it  out  in  lots. 

The  Buffalo  Athletic  Field  track  is  a  quar- 
ter mile  cement,  well  banked,  and  has  the 
reputation  of  being  one  of  the  fastest  in  the 
country.  If  the  track  is  taken  out  it  will  be 
a  sore  blow  to  local  aspirants  for  path  hon- 
ors. 


ClkesWins  Easily. 

One  of  the  longest  race  meetings  ever  held 
in  New  York  was  that  at  Madison  Square 
Garden  last  Saturday  night.  It  started  at  7 
o'clock  and  was  not  completed  until  mid- 
night. About  4,000  spectators  were  on  hand, 
and  they  were  lavish  in  their  applause  of  the 
riders.  Spills  were  as  frequent  as  they  us- 
ually are  at  the  Garden,  but  they  increased 
rather  than   diminished   the   enthusiasm. 

The  feature  of  the  evening  was  the  appear- 
ance of  the  foreign  brigade  recently  landed, 
and  they  managed  to  show  American  riders 
that  there  are  a  few  fast  ones  on  the  "other 
side."  Meyer,  the  Dutchman,  captured  the 
international  mile  open  from  a  fair  field  in 
2.40  1-5,  after  being  allowed  to  qualify  for  the 
final  on  a  disqualification.  George  Banker, 
the  American  who  has  so  creditably  repre- 
sented his  country  abroad  for  several  years, 
ran  second  to  Meyer  in  the  final,  and  W.  A. 
Rutz,  the  former  amateur,  was  third.  The 
latter  rider  easily  defeated  Tomaselli,  the  fa- 
mous  Italian   champion,   in   the  semi-finals. 

As  was  generally  expected,  Harry  Elkes 
defeated  Albert  Champion  in  the  25-mile 
paced  race,  though  the  Frenchman  gave  a 
creditable  exhibition.  He  was  somewhat  dis- 
concerted owing  to  an  accident  early  in  the 
race,  but  he  did  not  show  the  speed  of  the 
lanky  Glens  Falls  rider.     Time,  49.09  3-5. 


Two  New  Year's  Road  Races. 

The  annual  road  race  from  "The  Circle" 
to  Tarrytown  under  the  auspices  of  the  Asso- 
ciated Cycling  Clubs  of  New  York  will  be 
run  as  usual  this  season,  but  it  will  not  be  the 
only  one.  The  New  York  Division  of  the 
Century  Road  Club  proposes  to  run  a  simi- 
lar race  between  Brooklyn  and  Valley 
Stream.  In  both  events  the  prize  is  a  bottle 
of  wine  donated  by  hotel  keepers. 


Doraer  for  President. 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Dec.  2. — Announcement 
is  made  that  Otto  Dorner,  chairman  of  the 
L.  A.  W.  Highway  Improvement  Committee, 
will  be  a  candidate  for  the  presidency  of  the 
organization.  The  resignation  of  F.  P.  Van 
Valkenburg  left  the  West  without  a  candidate 
and   it   is   apparent   that   he  has   settled   upon 


Mr.  Dorner  to  oppose  the  candidacy  of  T.  J. 
Keenan,  Jr.,  of  Pittsburg,  the  present  execu- 
tive. An  active  campaign  for  Mr.  Dorner 
will  be  inaugurated,  and  it  is  claimed  he  will 
have  the  solid  support  of  the  West. 


A  Gfobe-Girdler. 

Karl  M.  Creelman,  a  Nova  Scotian,  who  is 
riding  around  the  world,  has  reached  the  Pa- 
cific coast.  He  has  had  rather  rough  travel- 
ing recently.  It  was  quite  common  for  him 
to  get  lost  three  or  four  times  a  day,  and  he 
thought  nothing  of  it  when  he  found  that  he 
was  traveling  wild.  Snow  blocked  him  three 
different  times,  and  he  was  compelled  to  go 
as  far  south  as  Oregon  in  one  place  in  order 
to  make  his  way  west. 

Since  leaving  home  Creelman  has  traveled 
over  5,000  miles,  over  700  having  been  made 
on  foot  on  account  of  muddy  roads  or  moun- 
tain roads  too  steep  for  wheeling. 


A  Fool  and  a  Itill. 

Paris,  Dec.  2. — Beconnais,  who  holds  the 
kilometer  automobile  record,  will  try  to  low- 
er it  by  racing  down  the  famous  Giallon  hill, 
a  road  which  is  graded  10  per  cent,  with  a 
powerful  machine.  The  newspapers  are  call- 
ing upon  the  authorities  to  stop  the  crazy 
performance,    which    is    considered   suicidal. 


Caldwell  Defeats  Pierce. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Dec.  1. — On  the  new  indoor 
track  Harry  Caldwell,  of  Manchester,  de- 
feated Burns  Pierce,  of  Waltham,  in  a  pur- 
suit race,  the  distance  being  four  miles.  E. 
E.  Ryan,  of  Waltham,  won  the  one-hour  race 
for  amateurs,  riding  21J-  miles.  J.  H.  Moran 
was  the  star  in  the  amateur  sprint  events. 


A  Washington  Road  Race. 

The  annual  ten-mile  road  race  of  the  A--- 
lington  Wheelmen,  of  Washington,  was  won 
by  Henry  Walker,  and  the  time  prize  by 
Howard  Rhine,  scratch,  whose  time  was 
27:12  1-5.  Five  hundred  spectators  witnessed 
the  race. 


Notes. 


It  is  said  that  Tom  Cooper's  head  and  legs 
have  earned  him  $100,000  since  the  beginning 
of  his  cycle  racing  career. 

The  racing  wheels  used  by  Zimmerman, 
the  Murphy  brothers  and  other  noted  flyers 
will  be  exhibited  at  the  Paris  Exposition. 

A  large  attendance  witnessed  a  recent  "fe- 
male" cycle  race  at  Cleveland.  Among  the 
competitors  were  Glaw,  Anderson  and  Lis- 
ette. 

There  is  no  opposition  to  the  re-election  of 
the  present  officers  of  the  California  Associat- 
ed Cycling  Clubs.  The  treasurer  reports  the 
organization   free   from   debt. 

Monte  Scott,  the  Providence  road  rider, 
has  been  sued  for  $25,000  damages  by  Adolph 
Shirley  for  the  alleged  alienation  of  the  af- 
fections of  Mrs.  Shirley.  Scott  has  been  ad- 
mitted to  bail. 

"Major"  Taylor  has  refused  to  make  a 
match  for  a  race  against  Tom  Butler.  the 
event  was  to  be  contested  indoors  and  the 
"Major"  does  not  like  that  style  of  riding, 
being  afraid  of  the  small  tracks. 


1899. 
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BADGER  BR/VSS  COMPANY. 


Some   Facts  About  the   Solar  Lamp   and  Its   Well- 

Known  Makers— Many  Orders 

Placed. 

Bicycle  sundry  buyers  will  remember  their 
first  introduction  to  the  acetylene  gas  bicycle 
lamp  three  years  ago  in  the  solicitation  of 
the  makers  of  the  Solar  lamp  to  have  them 
carry  such  a  lamp  in  stock.  They  will  re- 
member how  skeptical  they  were  and  with 
what  timidity  they  watched  the  representative 
of  the  makers  of  this  lamp  exhibit  it,  won- 
dering each  minute  if  it  would  explode. 
A  few  of  them  were  courageous  enough  to 
tackle  it,  but  the  majority  declined  with 
thanks.    Their  sales  the  first  year  were  20,000. 

By  '98,  however,  a  great  deal  of  this  skep- 
ticism, had  worn  away,  and  the  Solar  lamp 
was  looked  upon  as  a  possibility  in  the  bicy- 
cle lamp  field.  The  sales  the  second  year  were 
80,000. 

During  the  past  season  the  Solar  lamp  was 
one  of  the  best  selling  articles  in  the  bicycle 
sundry  line,  and  the  total  number  sold  reached 
the  great  sum  of  150,000. 

Judging  from  all  indications  at  the  present 
time,  the  business  for  1900  of  the  aggressive 
and  enterprising  makers  of  the  Solar  lamp, 
the  Badger  Brass  Co.,  Kenosha,  Wis.,  will 
far  excel  '99,  and  the  total  sales  will  be  about 
260,000. 

The  1900  Solar  has  a  few  improvements 
over  the  '99  pattern,  but  they  are  few,  for  the 
'99  Solar  was  a  perfectly  satisfactory  lamp. 
The  shape  of  the  carbide  pot  has  been 
changed  and  the  sides  are  now  parallel.  There 
is  a  false  bottom,  which  when  removed  takes 
with  it  all  the  slacked  carbide  and  leaves  the 
pot  perfectly  clean.  The  new  bracket  is  made 
of  sheet  steel,  instead  of  castings.  The  lens 
is  held  in  place  by  a  patent  snap-fastening,  in- 
stead of  the  wire,  as  heretofore.  The  system 
of  generation,  the  feature  of  the  Solar  lamp, 
has  not  been  changed,  for  the  real  secret  of 
this  lamp  is  the  water  feeding  through  a 
wick.  This  feature  is  thoroughly  covered  by 
patents.  The  lamp,  as  a  whole,  is  a  beauty, 
and  the  large  side  jewels  make  it  distinctive. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Wells,  the  treasurer  and  general 
manager  of  the  company,  returned  last  week 
from  a  trip  through  the  East,  and  it  is  under- 
stood that  he  closed  with  all  the  large  east- 
ern jobbers,  among  them  being:  A.  G.  Spald- 
ing &  Bros.,  New  York  and  Chicago,  Den- 
ver and  San  Francisco;  Hartley  &  Graham, 
New  York;  Herman  Boker  &  Co.,  New 
York;  Willis  Park  Row  Cycle  Co.,  New 
York;  C.  B.  Barker  &  Co.,  New  York;  Big- 
low  &  Dowse,  New  York;  Elastic  Tip  Co., 
New  York;  Geo.  Kehew  &  Co.,  New  York; 
Manufacturers'  Supply  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.; 
Supplee  Hardware  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  E. 
K.  Tryon  &  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Geo. 
Nock,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Some  of  these  or- 
ders call  for  quantities  as  large  as  ten  thou- 
sand. 

While  Mr.  Wells  was  cleaning  up  the  east- 
ern business.  Keck  Wheeler  was  making  his 
yearly  calls  upon  the  jobbers  in  the  Central 
States,  and,  among  others,  closed  with:  Sim- 
mons Hardware  Co.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  A.  F. 
Shapleigh  Hardware  Co.,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Far- 
well,  Ozmun,  Kirk  &  Co., St. Paul,  Minn.;  Jan- 
ney,  Semple,  Hill  &  Co.,  Minneapolis,  Minn.; 
Hibbard,  Spencer,  Bartlett  &  Co.,  Chicago, 
III.;  Excelsior  Supply  Co.,  Chicago,  111.; 
Beckley    &    Ralston,    Chicago,    111.;    H.    T. 


Hearsey  Vehicle  Co.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. ;  Van 
Camp  Hardware  Co.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.; 
Fletcher  Hardware  Co.,  Detroit,  Mich.;  E. 
G.  Eager  &  Co.,  Toledo,  O.;  Geo.  Worthing- 
ton,  Cleveland,  O.;  Mcintosh,  Huntington  & 
Co.,  Cleveland,  O.;  Collister  &  Sayle, 
Cleveland,  O.;  Tracy,  Wells  &  Co.,  Co- 
lumbus, O.;  Bindley  Hardware  Co.,  Pitts- 
burg, Pa.;  Prince  Wells,  Louisville,  Ky.;  W. 
B.  Belknap  &  Co.,  Louisville,  Ky. 

The  business  of  this  company  is  not  con- 
fined to  the  United  States  by  any  means,  as 
their  lamp  now  goes  to  almost  all  parts  of 
the  world.  Their  English  and  Continental 
business  has  become  so  extensive  that  a  rep- 
resentative, Mr.  Louis  Keck,  spends  four 
months  every  year  there. 

It  is  Mr.  Wells's  intention  to  put  a  great 
deal  of  push  into  the  sale  of  the  Solar  lamp 
in  the  Eastern  States  the  coming  year,  and 
to  this  end  will  advertise  the  lamp  very  ex- 
tensively in  these  States,  and  try  and  get  the 
eastern  trade  up  to  the  volume  of  the 
western. 


CLINCHER  AND  SICCESS. 


Majestic  Acetylene  Lamp. 

The  firm  of  Edward  Miller  &  Co.,  of  Meri- 
den.  Conn.,  have  brought  out  their  second 
edition  of  the  Majestic  acetylene  lamp.  To 
outward  appearances  it  is  not  much  changed, 
but  there  are  a  few  changes  in  the  working 
parts.  The  reflector  is  now  protected  by  a 
glass,  to  prevent  its  becoming  tarnished,  and 
both  glasses  and  reflector  can  be  removed  by 
simply  pressing  a  button  at  the  back  of  the 
reflector  door. 

This  reflector  door  is  distinctive  of  the  Ma- 
jestic and  is  one  of  its  best  features,  for  a 
clean  reflector  is  necessary  for  the  lamp  to 
give  a  good  light,  and  there  is  no  excuse  for 
anyone  not  keeping  this  reflector  clean. 

The  reservoir  in  this  lamp  is  beneath  the 
flame  chamber,  and,  as  heat  does  not  radiate 
downwards,  the  -water  remains  cool.  This  re- 
sults in  a  pure  white  light,  which  cannot  be 
obtained  if  the  water  becomes  heated  before 
being  supplied  to  the  carbide.  This  arrange- 
ment of  water-feed  is  largely  responsible  for 
the  success  of  the  lamp. 

The  carbide-cup  has  corrugations  in  the 
sides,  which  are  marked  so  as  to  indicate  the 
amount  of  carbide  to  use  for  one,  two,  three 
or  four  hours'  burning  capacity.  The  slits 
in  the  water-feed  tube  of  this  cup  have  been 
enlarged  to  allow  the  water  to  flow  a  little 
more  freely  than  in  the  '99  pattern. 

The  makers  of  the  Majestic  have  been  mak- 
ing lamps  of  all  kinds  for  55  years  and  have 
made  bicycle  lamps  for  five  years. 

Prior  to  the  advent  of  the  Majestic,  the 
Miller  Al  and  the  Everlit,  both  oil  lamps, 
were  their  most  conspicuous  successes.  The 
Miller  Al  they  have  discontinued  making 
and  are  confining  their  energies  to  the  Ma- 
jestic in  gas  lamps  and  the  Everlit  in  oil 
lamps. 

David  Srnith,  who  handles  the  bicycle  sun- 
dry end  of  Edward  Miller  &  Co.'s  business, 
has  just  made  his  calls  upon  the  jobbers  and 
has  done  a  business  which  will  compel  that 
Connecticut  factory  to  work  hard  to  turn  out 
lamps  to  meet  the  demand. 


Success  Purchased  by  Energy,  Perseverance,  Confi- 
dence and  a  Marketable 
Product. 

The  bicycle  trade  has  furnished  the  com- 
mercial world  with  many  notable  cases  of  en- 
terprise, pluck  and  ingenuity.  In  fact,  it  is 
almost  universally  conceded  that  it  is  the 
most  progressive  line  of  manufacturing  and 
selling  extant.  From  practically  nothing 
but  a  few  years  ago  it  has  jumped  to  the  front 
rank  of  enterprise  and  has  enlisted  in  its  ser- 
vices the  foremost  intelligence  and  millions 
of  capital. 

The  trade  as  a  whole  is  a  fruitful  study  to 
other  manufacturers  and  dealers,  but  even 
more  interesting  is  an  examination  of  the  ca- 
reer of  some  of  the  makers  who  stand  to  the 
fore  in  a  trade  of  the  proportions  of  the  bi- 
cycle business.  Such  a  concern,  and  it  must 
be  said  in  simple  justice,  is  the  Wilmot  & 
Hobbs  Mfg.  Co.,  makers  of  the  Clincher  tub- 
ing. It  is  no  easy  matter  for  any  company 
to  hold  its  own  in  the  terrific  competition  in 
progressive  improvement  that  has  character- 
ized the  trade,  but  to  be  more  than  that — 
prominent — is,   indeed,   a  satisfaction. 

The  place  now  held  by  this  company  has 
been  secured  through  unceasing,  indomitable 
pertinacity.  It  has  fought  its  way  steadily 
but  surely;  never  slipping  backward,  but  al- 
ways on  the  aggressive.  This  policy,  so  es- 
stntial  to  success,  has  been  well  carried  out, 
but  it  would  have  been  short-lived  had  it  not 
been  in  support  of  an  article  of  merit  and  one 
which  would  withstand  any  amount  of  inves- 
tigation and  trial;  and  it  was  also  necessary 
that  the  manufacturers  have  absolute  confi- 
dence in  their  product.  All  of  these  essentials 
were  there.  Lack  of  one  would  have  meant 
failure. 

The  company  believed  it  had  a  marketable 
product,  and  did  not  hesitate  to  place  it  in 
competition  with  others  in  the  same  branch 
of  the  bicycle  industry.  They  had  an  inno- 
vation in  tubing;  something  new;  something 
that  needed  exploiting  thoroughly  that  its 
merits  might  become  known.  It  had  confi- 
dence that  the  tubing  would  meet  with  ap- 
proval and  laid  plans  to  convince  the  market 
that  it  was  right.  How  well  it  has  succeeded 
is  best  shown  in  the  present  reputation  of 
Clincher  tubing. 

A  recent  instance  of  the  successful  policy 
and  product  of  the  company  is  the  "landing" 
of  the  Waltham  Mfg.  Co.,  which  will  use 
Clincher  tubing  in  both  single  Orients  and 
in  the  famous  multicycles  as  well.  It  is  an 
indication  of  similar  success  in  the  past  and 
a  promise  of  more  in  future. 


Pleasure  and  Business. 

The  Minneapolis  Cycle  Trade  Association 
has  hit  upon  a  novel  plan  for  its  meetings. 
A  smoker  precedes  the  consideration  of  busi- 
ness and  the  combination  insures  a  good  at- 
tendance and  a  pleasant  evening. 


Scheffcy's  Lines  for  Next  Year. 

For  the  coming  year  A.  M.  SchefTey  &  Co., 
92  Reade  street,  New  York,  will  cover  the 
eastern  part  of  the  United  States,  as  eastern 
representatives  of  the  Geneva  Cycle  Co, 
Their  travelers,  six  in  number,  have  their 
routes  arranged,  and  are  about  to  start  out 
on  their  work.  The  Geneva  Cycle  Co.  has 
been  remarkably  successful  in  marketing 
wheels  already  for  the  coming  year,  and  the 
outlook  is  very  favorable.  A.  M.  Scheffey  & 
Co.  will,  as  usual,  handle  the  Fay  juveniles  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  country,  where  they 
have  established  for  them  already  quite  a 
large  number  of  desirable  agencies. 
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NEW  HARTFORD  TIRES. 


ilFJ 


No   Change   in    Policy  of  Producing  a  First-class 

and  Representative 

Line. 

From  the  foundation  of  their  business,  the 
aim  of  the  Hartford  Rubber  Works  Co.  has 
been  to  place  upon  the  marlcet  only  the  best 
article  that  money  and  skill  could  produce, 
and  in  the  ensuing  year  there  will  be  no 
change  in  this  policy. 

They  have  been  in  the  business  since  its 
conception,  and  it  will,  therefore,  be  readily 
understood  that,  owing  to  this  long  experi- 
ence,   they    are    able    to    produce    goods    of 


great  excellence,  as  their  methods  of  con- 
struction have  been  subjected  to  the  crucial 
test  of  public  usage  and  criticism. 

For  1900  their  line  of  "Hartford"  tires  will 
embrace  some  seven  different  styles.  These 
are  designated  as  No.  75,  No.  80,  No.  77,  No. 
70,  No.  80H,  No.  77H  and  Juvenile. 

The  No.  75  tire  is  the  racing  tire.  This  is 
a  track  tire,  pure  and  simple,  being  designed 
for  the  lightest  and  fastest  riding. 

A  first-class,  all  "thread-fabric"  tire  is  the 
No.  80.  For  easy-running  qualities,  this  tire 
is  unsurpassed.  Essentially  it  consists  of  two 
layers  of  threads  running  diagonally  across 
the  tire  in  opposite  directions,  each  thread 
being  separated  from  its  neighbor  by  rubber, 
to  prevent  friction  on  the  threads.  Over  this 
is  a  covering  of  rubber  which  prevents  wear 
upon  the  threads  and  protects  them  from 
moisture.  This  tire  is  as  resilient  as  any  tire 
that  can  be  produced,  and  is  the  pride  of  the 
Hartford  Company. 

The  No.  77  is  intended  for  rougher  use  than 


mand  as  a  low-priced  article  backed  by  the 
reputation  of  this  reliable  house. 

The  construction  of  pneumatic  vehicle  tires 
of  every  description  is  a  very  important  de- 
partment with  this  company.  Their  tires  for 
this  purpose  are  most  satisfactory,  because 
they  can  be  depended  upon.  A  glance  at  the 
sectional  view  shown  in  the  cut  will  explain 
the  construction.  A  metal  plate  is  vulcanized 
between  the  layers  of  fabric  and  from  this  a 
lug  extends  through  the  rim.  These  help  to 
hold  the  tire  in  place. 

Such  mechanical  goods  as  corrugated,  per- 
forated, and  diamond  mats  and  matting,  etc., 
made  at  this  factory,  are  of  a  corresponding 
high  grade  with  their  other  more  widely 
known  and  famous  lines. 


the  No.  80,  consequently  it  is  made  of  closely 
woven  fabric  that  will  resist  puncture  better. 
This  tire  can  hardly  be  excelled  for  durability. 

In  design  and  construction  the  No.  70  close- 
ly follows  the  No.  77.  It  is  intended  to  meet 
the  demand  for  a  good  medium-priced  tire. 

The  No.  80H  and  No.  77H  are  extra  heavy 
tires,  made  respectively  with  the  thread  and 
close-woven  fabric,  and  are  for  tandem  use. 

The  Juvenile  line  comprises  all  sizes  from 
16  to  26  inches.     These  tires  are  in  great  de- 


Andrae  Trade  Notes. 

If  the  initiatory  reports  of  the  Andrae  trav- 
eling men  now  out  on  the  road  may  be  ac- 
cepted as  a  criterion  of  the  .  coming  year's 
business,  the  Andrae  Company  has  reason  to 
rejoice.  The  men  were  out  only  three  days 
when  the  company  commenced  filling  large 
orders  for  immediate  shipment.  This  is  cer- 
tainly an  indication  of  good  business  for  the 
coming  year. 


^W 


Fit  It  to  Your  Oil-Can. 

For  three  years  the  extensible  spout  or  top 
here  illustrated  has  been  a  feature  of  the  well- 
known  oil-can  made  by  the  Safety  Oiler  Co., 
65  Nassau  street.  New  York.  They  are  still 
marketing  considerable  numbers  of  the  can, 
but  to  accommodate   riders,   and   incidentally 


lamp,  and  its  looks  are  certainly  much  in  its 
favor.  The  1900  model  of  this  lamp  is  a  won- 
derful improvement  on  the  O.  K.  of  last  year, 
which  was  smaller  and  cheaper  in  construc- 
tion. The  points  which  are  popularizing  the 
1900  O.  K.  may  be  briefly  summed  up  as 
follows: 

While  it  has  sufficient  carbide  room  to  burn 
as  long  as  any  of  the  first-class  lamps,  it  is 
small  and  light,  which  will  be  appreciated  by 
the  rider.  It  weighs  but  18  ounces,  complete 
with  bracket,  and  the  lamp  proper  is  but 
4Jx4J  inches  long.  It  has  a  lava-tip,  i-foot 
(flat-flame)  burner,  double  convex  ground- 
glass  lens,  and  by  an  ingenious  but  simple  ar- 
rangement, the  usual  clogging  up.  of  the 
burner  is  an  impossibility  in  this  lamp.  The 
bracket  is  unique;  it  combines  graceful  lines, 
lightness  of  appearance  and  simplicity  with 
great  strength,  and  the  lamp  can  be  elevated 
four  inches  by  simply  reversing  the  clamp  on 
head,  post,  or  fork;  it  only  takes  a  moment 
to  do  so;  this  feature  is  a  good  one  and  riders 
cannot  help  but  appreciate  it.  There  is  also 
a  great  advantage  in  the  method  of  loading 
the  carbide  in  the  O.  K.  lamp.  The  carbide 
is  put  in  a  cotton  bag  and  can  be  quickly 
handled.  The  light  is  strong,  clear  and 
steady. 


Roller  Skating  Grows. 

The  Henley  Bicycle  &  Roller  Skate  Works, 
Richmond,  Ind.,  report  greatly  increased  ac- 
tivity in  their  roller-skate  trade.  They  report 
large  shipments  made  last  week  to  various 
points    in    different    parts    of    the    country, 


increase  the  profits  of  dealers  and  themselves, 
they  are  now  offering  the  spout  or  top  alone. 
It  can  be  screwed  onto  any  oil-can.  It  costs 
little.  It  is  a  good  thing  to  sell.  Dealers  can 
afford  to  push  it. 


The  Kirkpatrick  Saddles. 

T.  J.  Wetzel,  head  traveler  for  the  Kirk- 
patrick Saddle  Co.,  Springfield,  O.,  has  been 
in  New  York  a  few  days,  previous  to  an  ex- 
tended journey  West.  He  expects  to  be  at 
headquarters  in  Springfield  very  little  during 
the  next  few  months.  He  reports  a  good 
business  so  far  on  the  Brooks  and  Brown 
types  of  saddle  made  by  the  Kirkpatrick 
Company.  The  Kirkpatrick  hammock  sad- 
dle is  also  doing  very  well. 


among  others  Bandon,  Ore.;  St.  Louis,  Mo.; 
Canal  Dover,  O. ;  San  Luis  Potosi,  Mexico; 
Sarnia,  Ont. ;  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.;  Waynes- 
ville.  111.;  New  York  City;  Dayton,  O.;  Blan- 
chester,  O.;  Alpena,  Mich.,  and  Columbia 
City,  showing  the  wide  extent  of  country  over 
which  roller-skating  as  an  amusement  has 
been  well  established.  They  also  report  that 
indications  point  to  a  larger  volume  of  busi- 
ness than  they  anticipated. 


A  Competition-Killing  Line. 

In  their  "Face-to-Face-Talks,  No.  5,"  in 
this  issue,  the  makers  of  Andrae  bicycles  tell 
the  dealer  that  handling  the  Andrae  line 
means  that  competitors  will  have  to  cut  prices 
— lose  their  profits — or  not  make  many  sales. 
"You  don't  have  competition  until  other  deal- 
ers sell  without  profit.  Then  it  is  price  for 
price,  but  you  have  the  advantage  of  style. 
Andrae  cycles  give  you  talking  points  thai 
others  haven't  got,"  etc. 


Two  Excellent  Representatives. 

The  National  Cement  &  Rubber  Mfg.  Co. 
do  not  intend  that  any  sellers  of  their  Red 
Cross  and  Anchor  brands  of  cements,  ovens, 
brazers,  graphites,  etc.,  shall  be  lost  through 
lack  of  proper  handling.  Hence  George  F. 
Kehew  &  Co.,  Boston,  are  to  look  after  New 
England  trade,  while  Willis's  Park  Row  Bicy- 
cle Co.,  New  York,  will  see  that  all  in  the 
metropolitan  district  are  supplied  with  High 
Pressure  cements. 


About  the  0.  K.  Lamp. 

Mr.  Chas.  S.  Wilcox,  the  secretary  of  the 
Seal  Lock  Co.,  Chicago,  manufacturers  of 
the  O.  K.  gas  lamp,  reports  a  flattering  busi- 
ness for  their  1900  lamp.  Their  travelers  on 
the  road  are  meeting  with  great  success;  it 
is  a  beautifully  finished  and  well-constructed 


Rode  an  Orient. 

In  his  race  with  Albert  Champion,  at  Mad- 
ison Square  Garden  last  Saturday  night, 
Harry  Elkes  rode  an  Orient.  He  defeated 
his  opponent  by  a  mile  in  twenty-five  miles, 
the  machine  taking  the  strain  of  the  fast 
pace  on  a  small  track  perfectly. 


Fire  at  Overman's. 

Fire  broke  out  in  the  brazing  room  of  the 
plant  of  the  Overman  Wheel  Co.,  in  Chico- 
pee  Falls,  a  few  days  ago.  The  loss  from  fire 
and  water  was  about  |1,000. 
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Qafcfi/f/ie  Ho 


T^ADE 


with  a  Complete  Line  of  1900 

COLUMBIAHARTFORD 
STORMERandPENNANT 


and  Cycle  Sundries. 


€bri$tiiia$ 


COMES  BUT  ONCE  A  YEAR.  Do  not  let  the  opportuninty  escape  to  reap  a 
harvest  which  should  more  than  cover  expenses  for  the  winter  months.  Our 
traveling  salesmen,  with  samples  of  1900  Models  and  cycle  Sundries  are  on  the 
road  and  are  covering  territory  as  rapidly  as  possible  ;  but  in  view  of  the  near  approach  of  Christmas,  we 
suggest  that  you  write  at  once  to  us  or  to  our  Distributing  Branch  in  your  territory. 


AMERICAN     BICYCL.e    COMPANY, 

DEP'T.,    HARTFORD,   CONN, 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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December  7, 


A  STEEL  BALL  TEST. 


An    Off  -  Hand    Crank  -  Hanger    Experiment,  Show- 
ing tiie  Value  of  Perfect 
Balls. 

A  Wheel  man  happened  in  the  office  of 
the  Cleveland  Ball  &  Screw  Co.  the  other  day 
while  Sales  Manager  Pryse  was  in  conversa- 
tion with  a  representative  of  a  well-known 
manufacturer  of  crank-hangers.  The  article 
produced  by  this  manufacturer  is  admitted 
to  be  one  of  the  best  on  the  market,  but  in  a 
confidential  way  the  gentleman  admitted  that 
there  was  something  wrong  with  the  running 
qualities  of  the  hanger.  He  admitted  he 
could  not  understand  it.  The  greatest  possi- 
ble care  was  always  used  in  grinding  the  cups 
and  cones,  which  were  of  the  best  possible 
quality,  manufactured  on  their  own  machines, 
and,  in  order  to  secure  perfect  steel  balls, 
they  had  purchased  from  a  concern  which  has 
always  made  great  claims  regarding  the  ac- 
curacy of  their  goods. 

Mr.  Pryse  suggested  that  possibly  there 
might  be  some  fault  with  the  balls,  remark- 
ing that  accurate  balls  were  an  all-important 
factor  in  producing  a  smooth-running  bear- 
ing. The  crank-hanger  man  rather  scoffed 
at  the  idea,  but,  on  urgent  request,  he  per- 
mitted his  hanger  to  be  taken  to  pieces  ana 
the  balls  examined.  When  gauged  under  a 
micrometer  those  "perfect"  balls  showed  a 
surprising  inaccuracy.  Several  were  .003 
under  size,  while  others  ran  up  to  .006  over 
size.  Out  of  the  twenty  balls  in  the  hanger 
only  two  were  what  could  be  called  O  K,  the 
others  being  off  size  or  showing  soft  spots. 

Mr.  Pryse  then  sent  for  a  box  of  his  own 
goods  of  the  desired  size,  and,  handing  it  to 
the  hanger  man,  requested  him  to  assemble 
the  hanger.  The  result  was  surprising.  The 
running  qualities  were  all  that  could  be 
asked  for,  and,  perhaps  needless  to  say,  an 
order  for  balls  was  efitered  on  the  spot. 

The  Cleveland  Ball  &  Screw  Co.  make  no 
extravagant  claims  for  the  accuracy  of  their 
goods,  simply  saying  they  are  as  perfect  as 
it  is  possible  for  them  to  make  them.  They 
are  rapidly  forging  to  the  front  in  the  manu- 
facture of  steel  balls  of  all  sizes,  and  are  in- 
creasing their  capacity  nearly  every  week  at 
present.  A  few  days  ago  the  directors  of  the 
company  met  and  voted  to  increase  the  capi- 
tal stock  from  $10,000  to  $80,000. 


Dealer  Wins  Peculiar  Suit. 

In  a  suit  brought  by  Mary  Rice,  17  years 
of  age,  against  W.  A.  Butler,  a  bicycle  dealer, 
at  Syracuse,  for  recovery  of  $26.25,  the 
amount  paid  on  the  purchase  of  a  bicycle,  on 
the  ground  of  infancy,  a  judgment  has  been 
given  the  defendant.  Judge  Haight  held  that, 
as  it  appeared  that  the  value  of  the  use  of  the 
machine  during  the  time  the  infant  had  pos- 
session of  it  equaled  the  amount  paid,  no  re- 
covery could  be  had,  and,  in  the  absence  of 
wanton  injury  to  the  property,  the  value  of 
its  use  would  be  deemed  to  include  the  de- 
terioration in  its  value. 


Calls  It  the  "Bundle  Trundle." 

Cleveland,  Dec  1. — Since  the  automobile 
has  been  successfully  tested  in  collecting  mail 
from  street  boxes,  it  may  be  a  trifle  late  to 
advocate  the  use  of  the  bicycle  for  this  ser- 
vice, but  a  Cleveland  physician,  Dr.  C.  W. 
Smith,  of  122  Euclid  avenue,  believes  he  has 


an  attachment  for  a  wheel  which  will  an- 
swer all  requirements  and  at  a  comparatively 
small  expense.  The  contrivance,  which  Dr. 
Smith  has  given  the  name  of  "bundle  trun- 
dle," is  of  metal,  in  the  shape  of  a  cylinder, 
divided  in  the  centre  so  that  it  can  be  placed 
over  the  rear  wheel.  The  carrier  weighs 
only  about  fifteen  pounds,  and  will  hold  a 
large  quantity  of  mail  and  packages.  Patents 
have  been  applied  for  in  this  country  and 
abroad.  Postmaster  Dewstoe  is  strongly  in 
favor  of  the  use  of  bicycles  in  the  collection 
of  mail,  and  has  sent  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment photographs  of  Dr.  Smith's  contri- 
vance, with  the  request  that  it  be  given  a 
thorough  trial  in  the  collection  of  mail  in 
this  city. 


A  S^IOOTH  GAME. 


Exports  Up  to  Date. 

Exports  of  cycles  and  parts  from  the  port 
of  New  York  for  the  week  ending  Dec.  5, 
1899: 

British  Guiana. — 7  cases  bicycles,  $273;  11  cases  bi- 
cycle  material,   $304. 

Bremen. — 1  case  bicycles,  $50. 

British  East  Indies. — 3  cases  bicycles,  $185. 

British  Possessions  in  Africa. — 65  cases  bicycles, 
$2,917;  24  cases  bicycle  material,  $833. 

British  West  Indies. — 4  cases  bicycles,  $147;  8  cases 
bicycle  material,  $137. 

Brazil. — 1  case  bicycles,  $90;  1  case  bicycle  ma- 
terial, $70. 

Copenhagen. — 7  cases  bicycle  material,  $300. 

Cuba. — 107  cases  bicycles,  $3,793;  27  cases  bicycle 
material,   $1,023. 

Dutch  Guiana. — 25  cases  bicycles,  $1,247;  2  cases 
bicycle   material,   $65. 

Genoa. — 2  cases  bicycle  material,  $50. 

Havre. — 24  cases  bicycles,  $732;  19  cases  bicycle 
material,   $1,134. 

Japan. — 4  cases  bicycles,  $459. 

London. — 13  cases  bicycles,  $511;  37  cases  bicycle 
material,    $1,511. 

Liverpool. — 12  cases  bicycles,  $302;  1  case  bicycle 
material,  $60. 

Mexico. — 1  case  bicycles,  $15. 

Milan. — 3  cases  bicycles,  $168. 

Rotterdam. — 22  cases  bicycles,  $514;  56  cases  bicycle 
material,  $2,050. 

Southampton. — 24  cases  bicycles,  $953;  1  case  bicycle 
material,   $30. 


She  Plays  with  Squirrels. 

A  wheelwoman  who  has  earned  the  sobri- 
quet of  "The  Squirrel  Lady"  has  become  one 
of  the  interesting  sights  of  Central  Park. 
She  visits  the  Park  regularly  at  noon  each 
day,  provided  with  a  bag  containing  cake, 
candy  or  peanuts,  which  she  feeds  to  the 
squirrels.  They  scarcely  allow  her  to  dis- 
mount, so  eager  are  they  for  the  dainties,  and 
the  daily  luncheon  is  one  of  the  prettiest  pic- 
tures in  the  big  park. 


Always  and  Ever. 

Continuous  advertising  is  the  best  advertis- 
ing. Keeping  your  name  always  prominently 
before  the  people  and  your  goods  always  in 
their  minds  is  real,  live  advertising.  Spas- 
modic publicity  is  cheaper  in  dollars  and 
cents,  but  its  results  are  correspondingly  less. 
"Keep  everlastingly  at  it"  is  a  good  motto  to 
hang  over  the  advertising  desk  of  every  man 
in  the  cycle  trade. 


Fred  Patee,  sentenced  to  five  years  for  man- 
slaughter in  the  case  of  Etta  Binkley  of  Dub- 
lin, Ind.,  has  been  granted  a  new  trial.  The 
incompetency  of  a  juror  was  shown. 


Using   Express  Offices  as  Warehouses  and  Having 
a    Stock    Without    Cash    Out- 
lay. 

A  sharp  practice  is  being  worked  on  a 
Cleveland  jobbing  house  by  a  number  of  small 
dealers,  especially  in  the  Western  States. 
Probably  other  manufacturers  and  jobbers 
have  had  experiences  of  the  kind. 

The  small  dealers  in  question  are  not  blessed 
with  an  abundance  of  cash.  Small  dealers 
seldom  are.  Accordingly,  they  order  all 
goods  sent  C.  O.  D.  express.  A  very  satis- 
factory method  of  doing  business,  as  a  gen- 
eral rule.  However,  the  jobber  above  men- 
tioned noticed  that  returns  from  the  aforesaid 
dealers  were  not  as  prompt  as  they  should  be. 
He  kept  track  of  their  orders  and  found  that, 
although  the  goods  were  allowed  to  remain 
in  the  express  office  for  weeks  at  a  time,  no 
sooner  were  they  accepted  and  paid  for  than 
he  received  another  order.  Then  he  "tum- 
bled" to  the  game.  The  dealers  were  using 
the  express  office  in  their  town  for  a  sort  of 
private  warehouse.  By  ordering  liberally, 
they  always  had  a  supply  of  goods  which 
could  be  delivered  at  a  moment's  notice,  with 
no  outlay  of  cash  until  the  goods  were  in 
their  stores.  If  they  "stood  in"  with  the  ex- 
pressman, they  could  examine  the  goods,  and, 
if  not  satisfactory,  could  have  them  returned 
as  uncalled  for. 

The  jobber  who  explained  the  plan  to  The 
Wheel  was  not  quite  certain  whether  he  was 
in  favor  of  this  method  of  doing  business  or 
not.  In  the  long  run  he  always  received  his 
money  or  else  got  the  goods  back— a  nice, 
comfortable  feeling,  not  experienced  by  those 
who  do  a  credit  business,  but  at  the  same 
time  he  is  not  doing  the  cash  business  that 
he  figures  on  doing,  since  his  money  is  tied 
up  in  outstanding  goods. 


Mossberg  Tire  Bell  Improvement. 

A  patent  was  issued  November  21,  1899,  on 
a  bicycle  alarm  bell  to  Frank  Mossberg,  At- 
tleboro,  Mass.,  and  C.  A.  Brink,  Providence, 
R.  I.  This  patent  is  in  the  form  of  improve- 
ment on  the  Mossberg  tire  bell,  which  gained 
such  popularity  in  the  market  during  the 
last  season.  This  bell  is  being  manufactured 
by  the  Frank  Mossberg  Co.,  Attleboro, 
Mass.,  and  the  orders  already  booked  for 
this  bell  for  the  season  of  1900  are  sufficient 
to  keep  the  company  busy  for  several 
months. 


Iver  Johnson  in  Cleveland. 

Fred  Johnson,  of  the  Iver  Johnson  Co., 
was  in  Cleveland  the  other  day,  and  was  for- 
tunate enough  to  secure  Collister  &  Sayle, 
among  the  best  known  retailers  in  the  coun- 
try, as  his  Cleveland  agents.  The  Iver-John- 
son  is  practically  a  stranger  in  the  Forest 
City,  but  with  such  representation,  backed  by 
the  liberal  policy  of  the  Fitchburg  concern,  it 
would  seem  that  the  line  has  a  bright  out- 
look there. 


C.  H.  Larson,  of  the  C.  H.  Larson  Cycle 
Co.,  Chicago,  was  a  New  York  visitor  last 
week. 


List  prices  of  tires  will  range   from  $3  up 
for  next  season's  business. 


Ed.  H.  Voight,  dealer  in  bicycles  at  Quincy, 
111.,  has  been  succeeded  by  D.  E.  Brewer. 
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'npHREE  distinct  lines,  each  complete  in  itself.    Each  embodying  strong  constructional  features 
■'■      appealing  to  both  dealer  and  rider.    Distinctive  finish.     Narrow  tread.     High-class  equip- 
ment.    Agencies   made   for   each    line    separately   in   all   unoccupied  territory.     We  want  your 
business  and  have  an  attractive  proposition  to  offer  you.     Write  us  now.  ^  ^  ^ 


STEARNS  BICYCLES. 

The    Yellow    Fellow. 


BARNES   BICYCLES. 

The    White    Flyer. 


SYRACUSE  BICYCLES. 

Crimson    RimH. 


1900    MODBI/S.  List  Price 

Model  "A,"  Men's  Roadster,  weight 

23 J^  pounds J40.00 

Model  "C,"   for   Women,   weight  25 

pounds 40.  GO 

Special,  Light  Road   Bicycle,  weight 

iiYz  pounds 50.C0 

Track  Racer,  weight  20  pounds 60.00 

Model  "K,"  Men's  Pneumatic  Cushion 

Frame,  weight  2434^  pounds 60.00 

Model  "L,"  Pneumatic  Cushion  Frame 

for  Women,  weight  26  pounds 60.00 

Model  "M,"  Men's  Sager-Gear  Chain- 
less,  weight  26  pounds 75-oo 

Model  "N,"  Sager-Gear  Chainless  for 

Women,  weight  27  pounds 75-oo 

Model  "G,"  Men's  Bevel-Gear  Chain- 
less,  weight  26  pounds 75-oo 

Model  "H,"  Bevel-Gear  Chainless  for 

Women,  weight  27  pounds 75-oo 

Combination  Tandem,  weight  45  lbs.  75  00 

Diamond  Tandem,  weight  40  pounds,  75.00 

Model  No.  20  Tourist,  for  Men,  weight 

24  pounds 25.00 

Model  No.  30  Tourist,    for  Women, 

weight  24^  pounds 25.00 


1900    MODEi;S.  List  Price 

Model  16,  Men's  Road  Wheel,  weight 

24  pounds $40  00 

Model  17,  Ladies' Road  Wheel,  weight 

24^  pounds 40.CO 

Model  30,  Men's  Special  Road  Wheel, 

weight  23>^  pounds 50.00 

Model  33,  Superba  or   Ladies'    Light 

Road  Wheel,  weight  24^^  pounds,  50.00 
Model  31,  Barnes  Road  Racer,  weight 

11%  pounds 60.00 

Model  32,  Barnes  Track  Racer,  weight 

10%  pounds 60  00 

Model  34,  Double  Diamond,  Double 

Steering  Tandem,  weight  44  lbs.,  75.00 
Model      35,      Convertible      Tandem, 

weight  46  pounds 75-oo 

Model  36,  Racing  Tandem 75.oo 

Model  37,  Men's  Bevel-Gear  Chainless,  75.00 
Model  38, Ladies' Bevel-Gear  Chainless,  75.00 

Model  39  A,  Men's  Cushion  Frame 60,00 

Model  39  B,  Ladies' Cushion  Frame...  60.00 

The    Corsair,    Men's     Road    Model, 

weight  25^  pounds 25.00 

The    Corsair,    Ladies'    Road   Model, 

weight  24  pounds 25.00 


1900     MODSI/S. 

List  Price 

Special,      Men's      Light      Roadster, 

weight  22  pounds I50.00 

Ladies'  Special,  Light  Road  Wheel, 

weight  i^yVi  pounds 50  00 

Track  Racer,  weight  20  pounds • 50. co 

Pacer,  Men's  Roadster,    weight  24^^ 

pounds 40.00 

Thelma,    Ladies'     Roadster,     weight 

25  pounds 40.00 


Empire,    No.    20    Model,     for    Men, 

weight  24^  pounds 25.00 

Empire,  No.   30  Model,    for  Women, 

weight  24  pounds 25.00 


For  California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Nevada, 
New  Mexico,  and  Arizona,  address : 

American  Bicycle  Company, 
San  Francisco  Branch, 

STEARNS  SALES  DEPARTMENT, 

No.  210  McAllister  Street. 


American  Bicycle  Company, 

STEARNS  SALES  DEPARTMENT, 

SYRACUSE,  N.  Y. 


Kindly    mention    The    Wheel. 
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SINGLE-TUBE  TIRES. 

ClK  CillingN$t  Patent  has  been  Sustained 

By  a  Decree  in  the  U.  S.  Court  of  the  First  Circuit, 
on  November  14,  1899. 
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The  following  licensees  ALONE  are  authorized  to  make  and  sell.  Single-Tube  Tires  for  bicycles  : 


B.  F,  Goodrich  Company. 
Hartford  Rubber  Works. 
Revere  Rubber  Company, 
Mechanical  Fabric  Company. 


Boston  Woven  Hose  &  Rubber  Co. 
Newton  Rubber  Works. 
Hodgman  Rubber  Company. 
L.  C.  Chase  &  Company. 


Western    Wheel   Works. 

No  licenses  covering  tires  for  use  on  vehicles  have  as  yet  been  issued. 

Manufacturers,  dealers  and  all  other  persons  are  warned  not  to  make,  sell  or  use  any  unlicensed  tires. 


The  undersigned  believes  it  wiser  to  rely  upon  the  opinion  and  decree  of  a  Judge  of  the  United  States 
Court,  after  nearly  a  year's  mature  consideration  of  evidence,  briefs  and  arguments,  than  on  the  opinion  of  any 
firm  of  lawyers  whatsoever,  and  notifies  the  trade  that  he  shall  claim  full  damages  for  future  infringements. 

THEODORE    A.    DODGE, 


Room   1238  N.  Y.  Life  Building, 


NEW   YORK  CITY. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheat 
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California  Trade* 
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SAN  FRANCISCO,  Nov.  24.— The  bicycle 
trade  is  a  little  quiet  now,  just  before 
the  new  season  opens,  and  nearly  everybody 
is  waiting  for  samples  of  1900  models,  which 
samples  are  expected  to  arrive  here  any  day. 
After  these  have  been  received  dealers  will  be 
in  a  position  to  talk  business  and  push  things 
with  vigor. 

The  Cleveland  model— No.  83,  for  1900— is 
about  the  first  to  be  shown,  and  Leavitt  & 
Bill  are  very  much  pleased  with  it.  The  lines 
are  similar  to  this  year's  model — No.  66.  The 
new  oil  device,  flush  head,  and  spool-bearing 
in  the  crank-hanger,  are  such  as  to  make  the 
wheel  popular.  Leavitt  &  Bill  will  handle 
the  Snell  and  Ensign  extensively  next  year. 
Everybody  seems  well  pleased  with  the  fork- 
crown  in  the  Snell,  which  is  similar  to  that  in 
the  Tribune.  Leavitt  &  Bill  will  do  both  a 
wholesale  and  a  retail  business  in  the  En- 
sign and  Snell  lines,  and  they  have  opened 
a  branch  on  Stanyan  street,  near  the  entrance 
to  Golden  Gate  Park,  where  they  carry  the 
same  stock  as  in  the  main  stores  at  309  Lar- 
kin  street  and  20  San  Pablo  avenue,  Oakland, 
Cal. 

E.  C.  Stearns  &  Co.  are  expecting  their 
new  samples  within  a  few  days.  In  connec- 
tion with  the  Stearns  division  of  the  American 
Bicycle  Co.  this  firm  will  also  handle  the 
products  of  the  Barnes  Cycle  Co.  and  the 
Syracuse  Cycle  Co.  Specifications  for  the  new 
machines  are  now  in  the  hands  of  their  agents, 
making  a  more  complete  line  than  ever  before 
offered.  The  Stearns  Sager-gear  continues  to 
grow  in  favor,  and  a  large  trade  in  this  ma- 
chine will  probably  be  enjoyed  when  the  new 
models  are  offered. 

The  Pope  Mfg.  Co.  will  move  about  Jan.  1 
from  the  corner  of  Powell  and  Post  streets 
to  the  Metzger  building  on  First  street,  be- 
tween Market  and  Mission.  The  business  will 
be  devoted  to  the  wholesale  trade  exclusively. 
P.  H.  Bernays,  the  local  manager  of  this 
concern,  is  now  East,  making  arrangements 
for  the  handling  of  the  coming  season's  goods. 
In  connection  with  the  Columbia  this  house 
will  handle  the  Acme  line. 

W.  H.  Wahl,  formerly  traveler  for  the  Grand 
Rapids  Cycle  Co.,  now  holds  the  same  posi- 
tion with  Leavitt  &  Bill. 

Thos.  H.  B.  Varney  is  expecting  some  new 
1900  Ramblers  soon,  and  he  has  good  reason 
to  believe  that  his  business  will  be  equally 
good  during  the  coming  year  as  it  has  been 
during  the  present  one. 

A  meeting  of  the  bicycle  dealers  of  Santa 
Ana  was  held  last  week,  at  which  a  new 
schedule  of  prices  was  arranged. 

Certain  parties  are  endeavoring  to  obtain 
a  concession  from  the  Mexican  government 
for  a  bicycle  factory  in  the  City  of  Mexico, 
under  the  new  industry  law,  which  allows 
exemption  from  taxation  for  ten  years. 

The  work  of  erecting  the  bicycle  track  and 
buildings  at  the  corner  of  Tenth  and  Main 
streets,  Los  Angeles,  is  now  under  way.  The 
track  and  the  building  will  cost  about  $10,000. 
The  floor  space  will  be  250x140  feet  inside  the. 


track.  The  seating  capacity  will  be  6,000, 
with  accommodations  for  as  many  more  in 
the  galleries  and  around  the  track.  The 
American  Cycle  Track  Co.  is  backing  the  en- 
terprise, which  has  proved  a  very  paying 
venture  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

A  petition  is  being  circulated  along  the 
Homestead  road,  in  Santa  Clara  County,  Cal., 
for  the  purpose  of  building  a  bicycle  path 
along  that  thoroughfare.  The  grading  and 
leveling  are  to  be  done  by  the  supervisors, 
while  the  other  expenses,  such  as  hauling 
gravel,  etc.,  will  be  borne  by  the  subscribers. 

The  foundation  of  A.  L.  Taber's  new  bicycle 
factory  at  Corona  has  been  completed,  and 
the  joists  on  the  ground  fioor  laid. 

A.  L.  Rider,  late  of  Bradley  &  Co.,  has 
taken  the  store  on  Colorado  and  Broadway, 
Pasadena,  Cal.,  and  will  open  a  new  bicycle 
establishment  soon. 

The  Avery  Cyclery  Co.,  of  Los  Angeles, 
Cal.,  have  enlarged  their  store  there,  now  oc- 
cupying 408  and  410  South  Broadway,  and 
having  82,000  square  feet  of  floor  space.  A 
carload  of  rims  was  received  a  short  time  ago, 
and  the  business  of  the  house  is  increasing 
every  month. 

Fuller,  Beggs  &  Fuller,  of  Los  Angeles, 
have  enlarged  their  bicycle  factory  to  three 
times  its  former  capacity,  taking  the  entire 
basement  of  their  building.  The  upper  floor 
will  hereafter  be  devoted  wholly  to  a  sales- 
room, repair  shop  and  enameling  depart- 
ment. 

The  Southern  California  Music  Co.,  of  Riv- 
erside, Cal.,  W.  C.  Collins,  manager,  expects 
to  put  in  a  stock  of  bicycles  shortly. 

F.  C.  Decker  has  opened  a  bicycle  repair 
shop  in  Otay,  Cal. 

The  County  Commissioners  of  Pierce  Coun- 
ty, Wash.,  have  decided  to  build  a  new  bicycle 


path  from  Meeker  Junction  to  Alderton  road. 
The  path  will  be  six  feet  in  width,  and  work 
will  be  commenced  on  it  at  once. 

Bert  Morse  is  erecting  a  store  building  at 
Aberdeen,  Wash.,  which  is  to  be  occupied  by 
a  bicycle  firm  from  Portland,  Ore. 

A  cyclery  has  been  opened  recently  at  721 
First  street.  Woodland,  by  B.  F.  James  & 
Son.    Their  leader  will  be  the  Monarch. 

Bryden  Bros,  have  opened  a  new  bicycle 
store  at  North  Ontario. 

Will  Watts,  the  Sterling  agent  at  Los  An- 
geles, will  soon  enlarge  his  Pico  street  store 
and  machine  shop  so  that  there  will  be  1,200 
square  feet  of  floor  space. 


TRADE   IN  SOUTH  AFRICA. 


Increase    in    Exports    Shown    by    Treasury    Sta- 
tistics. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Dec.  1. — The  partial  sus- 
pension of  business  activity  in  South  Africa,  due 
to  the  war,  has  served  to  call  attention  to  the 
rapid  growth  of  American  commerce  in  that 
part  of  the  world  during  the  past  few  years, 
and  especially  to  the  popularity  of  American 
bicycles  when  brought  into  competition  with 
those  of  nations  which  had  been  formerly 
supplying  those  markets. 

During  the  fiscal  year  1897  bicycles  to  the 
value  of  $125,979  were  exported  to  South 
Africa  from  the  United  States;  in  1898  the 
value  had  increased  to  $197,365,  and  in  1899 
it  had  still  further  increased  to  $200,813. 

To  the  willingness  of  American  manufac- 
turers to  adapt  themselves  to  required  styles 
is  due  the  large  share  of  South  African  trade. 


Salted  Road-beds. 

The  application  of  salt  to  road-beds  will  be 
tried  this  winter  in  New  York.  It  is  believed 
that  salt  will  prevent  the  top  soil  from  freez- 
ing, thus  obviating  the  mud  which  invariably 
comes  with  the  thaw.  The  effect  of  salt  would 
be  to  lower  the  temperature  at  which  the  sur- 
face soil  would  freeze,  and  it  would  also  take 
up  the  moisture,  and  so,  perhaps,  do  away 
with  the  mud.  It  is  an  experiment  which  is 
well  worth  trying,  but  how  about  rubber  tires 
vs.  salt  water? 


Columbia  Coaster-Brake.     /'  V-.J  ^'\- 

The  Pope  Mfg.  Co.  introduces  the  Colum- 
bia   coaster-brake    shown   in   the   accompany- 
ing illustration.    This  device  enables  the  rider 
to  stop  pedaling  on  down  grades,  or  at 
any   time    when    a    sufficient    degree   of 
speed  has  been  attained,  the  wheel  con- 
tinuing to  coast  along  while  the  feet  are 
held   stationary    on    the   pedals    at    any 
convenient   position.      Experiments    for 
many    months    with    coaster-brakes    of 
various   types    and    designs    show     that      \ 
tlie  company  is  able  to  supply  a  coaster- 
brake  which  has  stood  the  most  exact- 
ing tests  of  hard  usage  on  rough  roads 
and  which  is  known   to   combine  effec- 
tive   operation    with    great    durability. 
The  clutch  in  the  rear  hub   is  simple, 
positive  in  action  and  designed  to  avoid 
all  wedging  of  the  parts  and  all  hurtful 
shocks  in  their  engagement.  The  brake  is 
of  the  outside  type,  acting  upon  the  rear  tire. 
A  slight  backward  motion  of  the  pedal  from 
any  position  throws  back  the  oscillator,  seen 
in  the  cut,  and  draws  the  brake-spoon  against 
the  tire  with  a  force  easily  graduated  and  con- 


trolled according  to  the  needs  of  the  situa- 
tion. Upon  relieving  the  backward  pressure, 
the  wheel  coasts  on  with  entire  freedom,  or 
the    forward   pedaling  may  be   resumed.     All 
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of  the  apparatus  except  the  brake-spoon 
and  its  connecting-rod  is  contained  in 
the  rear  hub.  It  will  be  furnished  to 
order  on  any  Columbia  liicycle  for  1900. 
Price,  $5. 
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Cleveland  Bicycles. 
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PROPHETS  vs.  PROFITS. 

A  change  in  the  administration  of  a  government  seems  to  call 
into  existence  a  class  of  irresponsible  croakers  who  busy  themselves 
predicting  defeat  and  general  destruction;  a  few  of  these  false  prophets 
by  industriously  plying  their  vocation  can  usually  find  followers 
enough  to  make  a  showing  quite  respectable  as  to  numbers.  It's  the 
same  way  in  a  lesser  degree  when  changes  come  to  large  business 
interests.  Fortunately,  however,  for  the  stability  of  the  commercial 
world,  there  are  always  enough  level-headed  business  men  who  are 
not  so  distracted  by  the  noise  of  the  false  prophets  as  to  lose  sight 
of  the  true  profits  to  be  derived  from  holding  fast  to  a  safe  and  sure 
proposition.  One  of  these  same  business  men  is  the  Cleveland  Agent 
who  wrote  the  following: 


"*  *  *  *  *  The  Cleveland  has 
made  me  more  clean  money  than  any  wheel  I 
ever  handled.  You  may  send  on  your  1900 
contract  as  soon  as  you  please — the  sooner  the 
better.  So  far  as  Cycle  Trade  'Politics'  is  con- 
cerned, will  say  that  I  have  no  time  to  read 
or  talk  about  it — selling  good  wheels  keeps  me 
busy,  and  while  the  other  fellows  are  guessing, 
I  am  gathering  in  the  dollars." 

The  writer  of  the  above  has  found  it  profitable  to  retain  his 
membership  in  the  large  and  flourishing  Cleveland  "family."  Perhaps 
you  are  thinking  of  joining;  if  so,  send  in  your  application  at  once. 
There  is  nothing  to  be  gained  by  delay. 


AMERICAN  BICYCLE  COMPANY, 

LOZIER  SALES  DEPARTMENT, 

CLEVELAND,  OHIO,  U.  S.  A. 


lt>i 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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COMPARING  MAKES. 


U.  S.  Consul  at  Nottingham,  England,  Tells  Differ- 
ence Between  American  and  English 
Bicycles. 

"The  present  absence  of  a  good,  yet  cheap, 
English  machine,"  writes  U.  S.  Consul  Mc- 
Farland  from  Nottingham,  Eng.,  "makes  any 
comparison  with  American  machines  of  that 
class  rather  doubtful.  The  American  youth 
buys  a  wheel  for  from  $35  to  $50,  uses  it  one 
or  two  seasons,  and  then  buys  a  better  one, 
with  intervening  improvements,  for  about  the 
same  price.  The  English  lad  pays  from  $80 
to  $100  for  substantially  the  same  machine, 
but  he  expects — and  his  family  expects — it  to 
last  a  lifetmie. 

"The  first-class  American  wheel  of  $100 
grade  would  be  worth  here  about  $120.  The 
highest  grade  English  wheel  can  now  be 
bought  for  £18  ($90) ;  the  free  wheel  and  pow- 
erful Bowden  rear-rim  brake  attachment,  £20 
($100).  Next  season,,  however,  the  English 
market  will  be  flooded  with  a  cheap-grade 
machine  costing  £10  ($50).  This  will  be  really 
the  first  English  experiment  at  making  a  sub- 
stantial machine  for  a  popular  selling-price. 

"The  Coventry  and  Raleigh  and  Humber 
samples  stand  inspection  very  well,  and  would 
grade  from  $35  to  $50  on  the  American  mar- 
ket. They  are  lighter  than  the  usual  style 
English  machine,  and  are  not  so  carefully  fin- 
ished, and  the  material  is  not  first-class;  but 
they  sell  well.  They  are  practically  an  imita- 
tion of  the  American  wheel  designed  for  quick 
market  purposes. 

"In  true  adjustment  of  parts  and  careful 
finish  English  high-grade  wheels  are  said  to 
excel  the  American.  Each  machine  is  a  spe- 
cial product,  turned  out  with  infinite  care. 
No  work  is  rushed  wholesale  through  the 
shop.  To  build  an  ordinary  machine  to  or- 
der requires,  at  the  least,  ten  days,  while  a 
really  fine  machine  will  not  be  built  for  deliv- 
ery short  of  three  weeks.  In  each  case  the 
bearings  are  tested  and  such  careful  attention 


given  to  details  of  finish  as  only  a  British  or 
German  workman  can  afford  to  give,  for  his 
time  does  not  count  for  much;  yet  any  Ameri- 
can machine,  even  if  it  be  superior  in  style,  to 
compete  successfully  with  this  product,  must 
approach  that  perfection  of  finish.  The  Ral- 
eigh and  Humber  certainly  lead  the  market 
here,  while  they  failed  to  secure  a  substantial 
foothold  in  America;  and  the  makers  claim 
they  cannot  make  a  machine  to  sell  at  Ameri- 
can prices.  The  obvious  deduction  is  that 
American  makers  should  be  able  to  sell  suc- 
cessfully here. 

"The  English  machine  weighs  27  to  30 
pounds  stripped,  and  nms  up  from  29  to  35 
pounds  with  mud  guards,  brake,  lamp,  etc. 
The  frame  is  of  solid  material,  and  the  parts 
are  cast  heavier  all  over,  particularly  the  hub 
and  fork-crown.  Durability  is  thought  to  be 
secured,  but  the  result  admits  of  dispute  and 
is  at  the  expense  of  lightness  and  style.  At 
the  same  time,  those  manufacturers  who  are 
figuring  upon  the  English  market  should  con- 
sider that  the  public  here  has  been  educated 
to  a  heavy  wheel  and  views  with  suspicion 
the  light  machine — and  British  stubbornness, 
in  this  connection,  is  a  very  stubborn  thing. 

"That  there  is  an  enormous  market  in  pro- 
vincial England  for  a  substantial-looking  and 
worthy  machine  of  good  finish  that  can  be 
retailed  from  $45  to  $55,  goes  without  sa3'ing; 
but  the  campaign  for  its  successful  introduc- 
tion and  sale  must  be  carefully  engineered 
and  advertising  made  judicious  and  constant, 
while  the  peculiar  prejudices  of  the  people 
and  English  business  methods  must  be  con- 
sulted at  every  turn.  A  competent  manage- 
ment in  every  local  field  is  essential.  These 
are  not  the  conclusions  of  a  bicycle  expert, 
but  of  an  ordinary  observer  who  has  given 
attention  to  the  matter  in  the  hope  of  being 
of  some  service  to  American  manufacturers." 


American  Bicycles  in  Switzerland. 

"The    progress    which    American    manufac- 
turers of  bicycles  have  made  in  the  past  four 


years  in  their  trade  with  Switzerland,"  reports 
U.  S.  Consul  Morgan,  from  Aarau,  Switzer- 
land, "is  remarkable.  It  is  not  possible  to  say 
with  any  degree  of  accuracy  what  number  of 
American  bicycles  were  imported  into  Switz- 
erland during  the  period  named,  as  the  of^cial 
statistics  cannot  be  relied  on,  for  the  reason 
that  all  bicycles  of  American  manufacture 
which  were  sent  to  Switzerland  from  any  of 
the  distributing  points  of  either  Germany  or 
France  were  credited  as  an  import  from  the 
country  from  which  they  last  came.  Thus,  a 
shipment  of  American  wheels  to  Switzerland 
from  Hamburg  is  credited  by  the  custom- 
house as  a   German  exportation. 

"The  official  statistics,  however,  show  the 
direct  importation  from  the  United  States, 
and  the  strides  we  have  made  in  this  republic 
during  the  past  four  years  will  be  seen  by  the 
following  table: 

Import.  Value.  Average 

Year.                                            Number.  price. 

1895 21  $897  $42.71 

1896 140  6,282  44.87 

1897 1,144  51,753  45.23 

1898 2,194  92,510  42.16 

"The  year  about  to  end  will  show  a  con- 
siderable increase  over  1898. 

"The  total  number  of  wheels  imported  into 
the  country  during  1898  was  15,027,  against 
11,067  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1897. 
Of  this  number,  Germany  sent  7,531;  France, 
3,591;  England,  773;  Belgium,  293;  Italy,  286; 
Austria,  333;  and  the  United  States,  2,194,  as 
stated. 

"The  average  declared  value  of  each  wheel 
was  as  follows:  German,  $42.70;  French, 
$42.65;  English,  $50.65;  Belgian,  $65.30;  Ital- 
ian, $44.60;  Austrian,  $46.15,  and  the  Ameri- 
can, $42.16,  as  stated. 

"It  will  be  seen  that,  in  point  of  price,  the 
American  wheel  stands  at  the  end  of  the  list. 
In  respect  to  endurance  and  style,  it  is  admit- 
tedly at  the  head. 

"I  would  suggest  that  a  live  agent  who 
speaks  French  and  German  be  sent  to  can- 
vass the  country.  He  will  do  more  in  a  short 
time  than  catalogues  will  ever  accomplish." 
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The  Orient  Line. 

The  illustration  herewith  shows  six  of  the 
1900  models  of  the  Orient  line,  made  by  the 
Waltham  Mfg.  Co.  The  cheapest  machine 
made  in  this  line  lists  at  $50,  the  experience 
of  the  company  being  that  it  has  not  been 
necessary  for  it  to  build  a  lower-pnced 
model.  The  same  minimum  price  was  in  ef- 
fect during  the  present  year  and  the  com- 
pany sold  50  per  cent  more  wheels  than  in 
any  previous  season.  In  fact,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  use  1900  models  to  complete  the  or- 
ders for  this  year. 

A  very  large  proportion  of  the  orders  have 
been  for  even  higher-priced  models,  the  com- 
pany estimating  that,  of  its  product,  about  30 


per  cent  has  been  for  the  $65  models  and  20 
per  cent  for  the  chainless. 

A  22-pound  model  for  ladies  was  one  of 
the  attractive  features  of  the  line  this  year, 
and  advance  orders  indicate  that  the  policy 
of  building  a  light  and  rigid  machine  has  been 
profitable.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  ma- 
chine has  connecting  parallel  bars  and  26-inch 
front  wheel,  giving  lightness  and  rigidity. 

On  the  chainless  model  it  is  expected  that 
the  output  will  be  double  that  of  this  year. 

The  manufacture  of  multicycles,  in  which 
the  Orient  makers  have  received  extended 
publicity,  will  be  continued.  The  company 
has  been  making  them  to  order  for  some 
time,   but,   as   there   is   a  strong  demand   for 


them  for  club  runs,  processions  and  like  af- 
fairs, it  has  been  decided  to  catalogue  them 
regularly,  and,  in  doing  so,  the  prices  have 
been  considerably  reduced. 

The  motor-tandems  have  almost  superseded 
the  multicycles  for  racing  purposes  and  the 
company  will  continue  to  give  them  its  spe- 
cial attention.  The  motor-cycles  are  not  in- 
cluded in  the  Orient  bicycle  agencies,  but 
wherever  possible  Orient  agents  are  given 
preference,  if  they  can  furnish  satisfactory 
representation. 

An  advance  catalogue  just  issued  shows 
this  line  in  illustrations  and  descriptions.  It 
also  contains  information  regarding  the  pro- 
cesses of  manufacture  and  equipment. 
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THE  bicycle  trade,  being  one  of  the  very 
few  great  American  industries  in  which 
the  alternations  of  the  busy  and  the  dull  sea- 
sons have  been  in  the  past  distinctly  defined, 
has  naturally  numbered  among  its  workmen 
an  uncommonly  large  proportion  of  migra- 
tory mechanics.  Perhaps  uneasy  during  a 
period  of  partial  or  total  idleness,  ranging 
from  one  month  to  four,  the  average  factory 
hand,  unless  he  is  bound  to  the  place  of  his 
last  employment  by  special  ties,  is  apt  to 
grow  restless  and  shift  his  abode,  with  the 
result  that  when  the  busy  season  again  comes 
around  he  is  in  another  State  or  another  sec- 
tion of  the  country.  His  place  is  quickly 
filled  by  a  recruit  from  another  line  of  me- 
chanics, or  perhaps  by  another  bicycle 
worker,  who,  like  himself,  has  shifted  around, 
and  all  goes  on  as  before.  In  such  cases  the 
change  has  been  primarily  one  of  names,  and 
neither  the  factory  nor  the  workman  suffers 
materially.  This  condition  is  likely  to  be 
characteristic  of  the  bicycle  trade  in  the  future 
as  well  as  in  the  past,  and  for  that  reason  its 
effect  upon  the  discipline  of  factory  employes 
and  upon  their  efficiency  is  one  of  prime  im- 
portance to  the  industry  at  large. 

Efficiency  May  Be  Impaired. 

There  is  a  quite  prevalent  idea  that  a  me- 
chanic who  frequently  changes  from  one  posi- 
tion or  factory  to  another  necessarily  has 
something  in  his  constitution  or  make-up 
which  renders  him  unfit  to  be  depended  upon, 
and  there  are  many  who  utterly  refuse  to  be- 
lieve that  such  a  man  can  be  either  a  good 
mechanic  or  possessed  of  valuable  ability  of 
whatever  kind.  It  must  be  acknowledged  that 
mechanics  are  often  met  with  who  seem  to 
bear  out  this  opinion;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
everyone  who  has  been  associated  with  me- 
chanics to  any  great  extent  must  know  plenty 
of  them  who  have  made  many  and  frequent 
changes,  in  some  cases  extending  through  a 
number  of  years,  and  have  finally  found  a 
place  in  which  they  were  eminently  success- 
ful, probably  more  so  than  they  could  by  any 
possibility  have  become  in  any  of  their  pre- 
vious positions,  if,  indeed,  their  final  success 
was  not  due  in  a  great  measure  to  the  changes 
preceding  it.  It  is,  of  course,  true  that  many 
and  frequent  changes  by  a  workman  are  often 
caused  by  a  fickle  or  discontented  disposition, 
and  often  also  by  the  fact  that  the  person 
concerned  has  a  much  greater  ability  in  ob- 
taining situations  than  in  keeping  them  after 
he.  has  obtained  them.  But  the  fact  that  some 
mechanics  make  frequent  changes  for  differ- 
ent reasons  by  no  means  justifies  the  uni- 
versal condemnation  of  everyone  who  is  given 
to  changing  about. 

It  should  always  be  remembered  that  there 
are  many  good  reasons  for  making  changes, 
which  are  liable  to  present  themselves  to  any 
mechanic  at  any  time;  and  that  it  is  as  illog- 
ical and  foolish  for  a  mechanic  to  disregard 
such  reasons  simply  from  a  general  indisposi- 
tion to  change  or  dread  of  leaving  old  associa- 
,^tions  and  friends,  as  it  is  for  anyone  else  to 
decline  to  take  a  given  course  when  good  and 


sufficient  reasons  for  so  doing  present  them- 
selves. There  are,  of  course,  certain  disad- 
vantages which  usually  accompany  a  change 
of  location,  but  it  should  not  be  forgotten 
that  there  are  also  certain  advantages  often 
to  be  gained  by  such  changes,  and  that,  other 
things  being  equal,  the  person  most  interested 
is  best  qualified  to  weigh,  compare,  and  de- 
cide which  course  to  pursue;  and  that  often 
there  are  reasons  for  changing  which  present 
themselves  to  him  very  forcibly,  but  which, 
from  their  nature,  cannot  be  known  or  under- 
stood by  others.  Most  young  men,  especially, 
are  benefited  by  moving  about  considerably. 
It  is  comparatively  easy  for  a  young  man  to 
adapt  himself  to  new  conditions  and  to  take 
hold  of  work  differing  in  its  nature  from  that 
to  which  he  has  been  accustomed;  and  the 
ability  to  do  this,  acquired  during  the  period 
of  life  when  it  is  easy  to  acquire  it,  is  apt  to 
be  a  decided  advantage  in  more  mature  years. 

Pitifully  Helpless. 

Who  has  not  seen  men  who  have  grown 
old  in  the  service  of  some  employer,  with 
whom  they  learned  their  trades  perhaps,  and 
who  have  never  worked  elsewhere  and  are 
really  in  a  pitiful  situation  of  dependent  help- 
lessness? Being  almost  totally  unacquainted 
with  methods  of  doing  work  outside  of  the 
factory  in  which  they  have  been  trained,  and 
not  having  acquired  while  young  that  facility 
for  adapting  themselves  to  new  conditions, 
which  it  is  seldom  possible  to  acquire  during 
the  years  of  mature  life,  they  painfully  feel 
their  helplessness  and  dependence;  and  there 
are  too  many  employers  who  do  not  hesitate 
to  take  advantage  of  their  unfortunate  condi- 
tion. Then,  too,  in  judging  of  the  conduct 
of  employers  in  these  matters,  it  should  be 
remembered  that  the  same  causes  which  have 
made  the  workman  dependent  upon  him  have 
also  usually  made  the  workman  less  valuable 
to  the  employer.  In  almost  every  manufac- 
turing establishment  there  are  men  to  be 
found  who  would  probably  be  greatly  bene- 
fited and  developed  by  judiciously  changing 
about,  widening  their  horizons  and  extending 
their  acquaintance  with  other  mechanics  and 
their  ways  of  doing  things. 

This  migratory  movement  is  not  confined,  . 
however,  to  common  workmen  alone,  but  in- 
cludes designers,  foremen,  superintendents, 
and.  the  operators  of  special  machinery  and 
the  masters  of  special  devices.  While  the 
loss  of  such  help,  when  efficient,  may  be  a 
temporary  disadvantage  to  a  single  manufac- 
turing establishment,  it  may  be  of  correspond- 
ingly great  advantage  to  the  industry  as  a 
whole,  in  spreading  ideas  and  methods  of 
practical  design  and  construction  from  shop 
to  shop  and  from  factory  to  factory  over  the 
whole  range  of  American  trade.  Association 
with  others  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  of 
educational  processes,  and  it  is  as  valuable  in 
the  workshop  as  in  the  office  or  on  the  road. 
By  these  means  unpractical  and  wasteful  hab- 
its are  eliminated  from  the  workmanship  of 
the  apt  employe,  and  newer  and  better  ones 
are  acquired  in  their  place. 


Shelby  Dressed  tlim  Down. 

There  are  certain  moral,  as  well  as  finan- 
cial advantages  in  the  strength  of  a  large 
corporation.  This  was  recently  exemplified 
by  the  way  the  Shelby  Company  dressed  down 
a  jobber  of  the  "young  and  enterprising"  sort, 
who: 

1.  Executed  a  contract  with  the  Shelby 
Company  for  a  specified  quantity  of  bicycle 
tubing. 

2.  Showed  the  contract  to  his  customers, 
and, 

3.  "Cut"  the  prices  indicated  in  the  con- 
tract by  delivering  to  his  customers  inferior 
imported  tubing,  representing  it  to  be  Shel- 
by- 

4.  Failing,  meantime,  to  carry  out  his  con- 
tract to  buy  Shelby  tubing. 

When  the  Shelby  people  discovered  the 
dexterous  gentleman's  operations  they 
promptly  had  the  law  on  him,  with  the  result 
that  he  will  either  carry  out  his  contract  or 
forfeit  a  $4,000  bond. 

Injured — the  dexterous  gentleman's  fine 
sensibilities.  Benefited — reputable  jobbers 
and  gullible  bicycle  builders. 


Automobile  "Houses"  the  Next. 

It  was  some  time  before  landlords  awoke 
to  the  necessity  for  providing  accommoda- 
tions for  bicycles  in  their  houses.  It  would 
appear  that  the  automobilists  are  to  be  more 
quickly  recognized.  At  least  Brooklyn  seems 
to  be  abreast  of  the  times  if  one  can  judge 
from  the  following:  "The  latest  thing  is  the 
automobile  house  or  the  automobile  room. 
In  one  district  where  stables  are  not  allowed 
the  real  estate  dealer  who  is  selling  the  land 
is  consenting  to  the  automobile  houses,  and 
in  another  district  where  basement  houses  are 
built  with  the  dining  room  in  an  extension 
on  the  first  floor  it  has  been  seriously  sug- 
gested that  the  basement  be  re-arranged  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  horseless  carriages, 
which  can  be  run  out  to  the  street  on  an  in- 
cline. The  next  thing  we  know  some  builder 
will  be  advertising  that  he  always  puts  cotes 
on  the  roof  of  his  houses  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  flying  machines." 


B.  &  0.  to  Use  Automobiles. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Dec.  1. — The  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  Railroad  is  contemplating  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  automobile  cab  system,  to  be 
operated  in  connection  with  its  trains.  Dis- 
trict Commissioner  Wright  is  lending  every 
assistance  to  the  project,  and  it  is  probable 
the  cabs  will  be  running  within  a  compara- 
tively short  time. 


Automobiles  in  Central  Park. 

President  Clausen,  of  the  Park  Board,  has 
issued  permits  for  using  four  automobiles  in 
Central  Park.  All  of  these  are  of  the  electric 
variety.  Pie  states  that  he  has  continued  his 
investigation  of  the  effect  of  automobiles  on 
horses,  and  believes  there  is  little  danger. 


Wilmington  to  Have  Cabs. 

Wilmington,  Del.,  Dec.  1. — A  company  is 
being  organized  to  operate  an  automobile  cab 
service  through  the  principal  parts  of  the 
city.  It  is  expected  that  six  cabs  will  be  in 
service  by  the  first  of  the  year. 
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SIDEWALK  RIDING. 


Senator  Chandler   Says  Wheelmen  Can  Use  Side- 
walks if  Roads  Are  impassable. 

Rules  of  the  road  vary  with  different  sec- 
tions of  the  country  and  conditions  are  as 
widely  different.  There  are  good  roads  and 
bad  roads,  with  the  latter  largely  predominat- 
ing; and  it  is  bad  roads  that  cause  wheelmen 
the  most  of  their  difficulties.  A  feature  of  the 
road  question  is  that  of  whether  a  wheelman 
is  entitled  to  ride  on  a  sidewalk  if  the  street 
or  road  is  not  in  condition  for  pubhc  use.  As 
matters  now  stand  the  rule,  or  indulgence, 
covering  this  point  varies  in  all  sections. 

U.  S.  Senator  Chandler  is  an  enthusiastic 
wheelman,  and  he  has  been  thinking  of  this 
subject.    This  is  what  he  has  to  say  about  it: 

"Laws  prohibiting  the  use  of  bicycles  on 
sidewalks  will  be  construed  by  a  wise  and  just 
court  to  apply  only  'in  cases  where  the  road- 
way is  in  condition  for  use  by  bicycles.'  This 
should  be  presumed  by  the  court  to  be  the 
intent  of  the  lawmakers.  Such  a  construc- 
tion would  be  given  in  the  case  of  a  man  on 
horseback,  or  a  wagon  using  the  sidewalk, 
and  therefore  should  be  given  in  the  case  of  a 
cyclist.  If  a  horseman  proves  that  he  went 
upon  the  sidewalk  because  he  could  not  at 
that  place  where  he  committed  the  offense 
continue  upon  the  roadway,  a  capable  judge 
discharges  him.  This  perhaps  should  be  an 
equally  good  defense  for  cyclists." 

The  trouble  with  such  a  construction  is 
that  it  would  be  abused  by  some  wheelmen, 
and  it  is  not  likely  that  all  judges  will  accept 
the  idea  of  Senator  Chandler,  although  it  may 
have  merit  as  a  legal  point  and  be  available 
in  bona  fide  cases.  It  often  happens  in  the 
city  that,  in  order  to  pass  an  obstruction  or 
excavation,  a  wagon  is  forced  to  use  the  side- 
walk, but  wheelmen  can  get  around  where 
wagons  cannot  and  would  hardly  be  justified 
in  riding  on  the  walk.  It  is  questionable 
whether  mud  could  be  interpreted  as  an  ob- 
struction, although  it  might  be  so  heavy  as 
to  make  cycling  impossible.  The  injustice  in 
such  an  event  would  be  in  paving  a  road  that 
was  not  available  to  all  vehicles,  and  a  liberal 
judge  would  be  justified  in  using  Senator 
Chandler's  construction  of  the  law  and  dis- 
charge a  sidewalk-riding  culprit. 


Trade  Items  from  Milwaukee. 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Dec.  4. — Julius  Andrae  & 
Sons  Co.  have  added  new  machinery  for  the 
manufacture  of  their  tricycle  attachment. 
This  consists  of  an  arrangement  with  which, 
by  detaching  the  rear  wheel  of  an  ordinary 
bicycle,  it  may  be  made  into  a  tricycle,  suita- 
ble for  elderly  people  to  ride,  and  may  also 
be.  turned  into  a  conveyance  for  the  trans- 
portation of  small  packages.  The  factory  ex- 
pects to  turn  out  at  least  5,000  of  these  at- 
tachments the  coming  season.  The  Andrae 
models  for  1900  are  taking  well  with  the 
trade,  and  the  traveling  men  are  sending  in 
very  satisfactory  reports.  It  is  remarkable 
how  many  sales  are  made  for  immediate  de- 
livery, and  especially  high-grade  models. 
The  factory  is  running  full  force  and  on  high- 
grade  machines.  John  C.  Schmidtbauer  is 
out  on  a  visit  to  the  largest  and  most  impor- 
tant Andrae  agents  in  the  West,  and  reports 
that  business  is  very  satisfactory. 

Joe  Cordes,  sales  manager  of  the  Sanger 
Handle-Bar  Co.,  returned  to  the  city  last  Fri- 
day, after  being  on  the  road  for  a  month,  and 
did  good  business  for  the  Sanger  bar. 


The  Clans  Handle-Bar  Co.  have  issued  a 
little  booklet  called  "Ten  Nights  in  a  Bar- 
room," which  will  be  sent  to  anyone  inter- 
ested. 

Frank  J.  Edwards,  M.  Fik;htenberg's  right- 
hand  man  in  the  League  Company,  is  out  in 
the  Northwest  closing  orders  for  League  bi- 
cycles. 

It  is  stated  that  the  Pierron  Cycle  Co.  will 
probably  handle  the  Orient  wheel  and  also 
the  Orient  motor-cycle.  They  handled  the 
Orient  last  year,  and,  if  Milwaukee  secures 
the  national  meet,  a  track  will  be  built  and 
motor-cycles  will  be  quite  a  feature  of  the 
meet. 

The  long-continued  pleasant  fall  weather 
has  kept  repair  shops  in  operation. 


Failed  to  Foreclose. 

Detroit,  Mich.,  Dec.  1. — In  the  suit  of 
William  A.  Hurlburt  and  others  against  the 
Detroit  Cycle  Co.,  Ltd.,  Judge  Carpenter  has 
handed  down  his  opinion.  He  holds  that  the 
Gormully  &  Jeffery  Company,  after  purchas- 
ing defendant's  stock  under  an  execution 
sale,  occupied  the  relation  of  chattel  mort- 
gagee in  possession,  and  should  have  fore- 
closed if  it  was  desired  to  cut  off  the  equity 
of  redemption.  This  was  not  done,  and  Judge 
Carpenter  decides  that  the  company  must  now 
account  for  the  property  at  the  time  it  disre- 
garded the  rights  of  the  Detroit  Cycle  Co.,  to 
which  rights  plaintiffs  succeeded,  and  must 
also  account  for  the  choses  in  action  received 
by  it.  A  reference  is  ordered  to  a  Circuit 
Court  commissioner  to  take  the  accounts. 


Good  "National  Cement"  Contract. 

Mr.  John  Mayhew,  representing  the  Na- 
tional Cement  &  Rubber  Co.,  has  just  re- 
turned from  a  very  successful  trip  through 
the  central  West,  and  reports  trade  prospects 
out  there  for  High  Pressure,  Pioneer,  Red 
Cross  and  Anchor  cements  to  be  excellent. 
He  succeeded  in  closing  contracts  with  the 
following  concerns:  W.  P.  Chase  Co.,  Des 
Moines,  la.;  Harrah-Stewart  Mfg.  Co.,  Des 
Moines,  la.;  Richards-Conover  Hardware 
Co.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  L.  Erhardt,  Atchison, 
Kan.;  H.  Wittman  &  Co.,  Lincoln,  Neb.: 
Knapp,  Spencer  &  Co.,  Sioux  City,  la. 

The  National  people  are  certainly  to  be 
complimented  upon  the  list  of  jobbers  they 
have  secured  to  handle  their  goods  for  1900. 


A  Dealer's  Hard  Death. 

Detroit,  Dec.  2. — John  M.  Reindel,  a  bicy- 
cle dealer,  was  found  dying  this  evening  in 
his  shop  at  196  Griswold  street.  His  head 
was  frightfully  pounded  and  he  died  in  a  few 
minutes   after  being  discovered. 

When  found  his  clothing  was  afire  and 
smelled  of  gasoline.  It  is  supposed  that  his 
murderer  attempted  to  burn  the  shop  and 
body  and  thus  cover  up  his  crime. 

Robbery  is  ascribed  by  the  police  as  the 
motive.  There  was  no  money  found  either 
in  the  till  or  in  Reindel's  pockets. 


Ilussey  "Inventing"  Carriages. 

A  Dayton  paper  says  that  P.  L.  Hussey, 
the  well-known  superintendent  of  the  bicycle 
department  of  the  Davis  Sewing  Machine 
Co.,  is  hard  at  work  on  several  horseless  car- 
riages. "Pat's"  excellent  record  for  success- 
ful inventions  warrants  the  prediction  that 
the  Dayton  automobile  will  be  on  a  par  with 
the  Dayton  bicycle. 


"Those  Sponge  Rubber 
Grips  are  to  the  hands  and 
arms  what  pneumatic  tires  are 
to  the  rest  of  the  body,"  writes 
one  man  who  has  used  them. 


— and  he  states  the  case 
with  happy  correctness. 


If 

You 
Would  Add  to  Yoor  Comfort 

or 

Would  Sell  Those  Articles 

which 

Add  To  Cycling  Comfort 

you 
will 

Go  a  Long  Way 

to 

get 

Better  than   these: 


And  the  price  is  right. 
Have    you    obtained    quota- 
tions ? 


Straus   Tire   Co., 

127  Duane  St., 

NEW  YORK  CITY. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Not  the  Cheapest,  but  the  Best. 
Chain  Always  in  Line. 


Eagle  Bicycles  show  a  distinction  in 
design  and  a  perfection  in  detail  work- 
manship  not   found   in   other  makes. 


The  Eagle  Bicycle  Mfg.  Co., 

Toffington,  Conn. 
Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


It  is  easy  to  build  up  a  good  business  at  a  fair 
profit  on  Eagle  Bicycles  owing  to  their  distinc- 
tive features.    We  make  a  complete  line. 


Record    No.    9  B. 


We  make  it  in  two  widths, 
3j[/^  and  4  inches. 

In  racer  or  roadster  style. 

A  new  departure  in  pedal 
construction,  being  two 
pedals  in  one  at  the  one- 
pair  price. 

%^   feS*   %36 


DESIGNED  TO  REST  THE  FEET. 


HIBBARD,  SPENCER,  BARTIETT  &  CO., 

Chicagro,  \\\i, 

Chicago    Distributing:    Agents. 


RECORD  PEDAL  MFG.  CO., 


221  Columbus  Ave.,  Boston,  iviass. 


!f®f®^^ 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


32 


December  7, 


*••»•••••••»••••»•» 


.••..o»a>to** 


••••••«•»•»••■•»•»•»•«•«••••»•»•»•»••• 


......-.•♦ 


The  Bankruptcy  Act* 


........ 
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IT  is  the  duty  of  government  to  provide 
such  regulations  for  business,  procedure 
as  will  permit  of  the  nearest  approach  to 
mutual  financial  protection  as  possible.  In 
line  with  the  assumption  of  this  duty  many 
laws  are  passed  each  year  and  a  large  propor- 
tion of  them  are  found  impracticable.  De- 
signed to  protect  one  interest,  they  hurt  an- 
other, and  in  time  are  altered  or  repealed. 
Discussion  on  the  most  important  of  these 
laws  results  in  discovery  of  their  defects,  and 
they  should  always  be  investigated  and  their 
results  debated  to  whatever  extent  is  neces- 
sary. 

One  of  the  most  important  of  these  general 
laws  is  the  Bankruptcy  Act,  as  it  is  generally 
known.  A  writer  in  "The  United  States  In- 
vestor" makes  some  interesting  remarks  upon 
this  law  as  follows: 

In  all  the  discussion  which  has  so  much  en- 
grossed referees,  courts,  legislators,  and  even 
creditors,  about  the  size  of  official  fees,  de- 
tails of  administration,  etc.,  the  very  essence 
of  all  bankruptcy  seems  to  have  been  utterly 
forgotten.  That  essence  lies  in  a  single  ques- 
tion, the  simplicity  of  which  is  only  equaled 
by  its  universal  relevancy.  In  a  banker's 
consideration  of  a  case  of  one  indebted  to  his 
bank,  but  refusing  or  not  ready  or  unable  to 
pay,  the  question  (as  though  asked  from  the 
debtor  side)  which  that  fact  most  promptly, 
pertinently  and  forcibly  thrusts  upon  the 
banker's  mind  is  the  plain  old  Yankee  prop- 
osition, "Well,  Mr.  Banker,  what  are  you  go- 
ing to  do  about  it?" 

Hard  for  Creditors. 

Under  former  laws  the  situation  was  hard 
enough  for  the  creditor,  but,  under  the  pres- 
ent act,  it  is  absolutely  helpless.  It  is  our 
contention,  verified  now  by  a  year's  observa- 
tion, that  our  Bankruptcy  Act  has  practically 
tied  the  hands  of  all  creditors  as  to  old  reme- 
dies, without  providing  any  substituted 
means  of  offense  or  defense  whatsoever,  leav- 
ing creditors  in  fact  (whatever  may  be 
theory)    utterly  "naked  to  the  enemy." 

If  a  man  becomes  indebted  to  a  bank  (un- 
secured or  insufficiently  secured)  past  due. 
can  the  bank  now  sue?  Yes,  if  the  debtor  is 
solvent.  But  no  one  ever  heard  of  any  ne- 
cessity to  sue  a  solvent  man  on  an  undis- 
puted debt.  The  necessity  for  suit  arises  only 
in  cases  of  insolvency.  It  is  true  that,  under 
present  law,  the  creditor  may  sue  also  in 
case  of  insolvency,  but  he  may  not  levy  upon 
that  suit.  He  may  look  and  survey  the 
tempting  morsel  from  every  side,  but  he  may 
not  touch.  If  lie  touches,  the  very  expense 
(out  of  his  own  pocket)  to  which  he  has  gone 
in  getting  judgment  and  making  levy  is 
ground  for  proceeding  in  bankruptcy  by  other 
creditors.  The  active  or  aggressive  creditor 
furnishes  the  gun  and  ammunition  and  the  by- 
standers gather  in  his  game.  For,  upon  bank- 
ruptcy, the  aggressive  creditor'  only  gets  a 
pro-rate  and  not  the  whole  of  his  debt,  and 
a  pro-rate,  moreover,  reduced  by  the  process 
of  forced  sale.  On  the  contrary,  if  the  cred- 
itor stands  off  and  does  nor  sue,  it  is  not  un- 


likely that  the  debtor  running  along  (though 
in  a  losing  business)  may,  by  degrees,  finally 
pay  him  off  in  full,  whether  others  are  ever 
paid  or  not. 

Pays  to  Hold  Off. 

In  short,  so  long  as  a  debtor  is  running  his 
business,  however  insolvent,  so  long  as  that 
debtor  has  anything  at  all  in  sight,  it  will  al- 
ways be  to  a  wise  and  conservative  creditor's 
probable  interest,  with  chance  of  getting  his 
full  debt  by  voluntary  payment  by  degrees, 
to  stand  out  and  refuse  to  prosecute  his  debt 
in  any  form,  rather  than  lay  out  good  money 
in  furnishing  grounds  for  tjankruptcy  pro- 
ceedings for  the  benefit  of  other  people,  with 
no  other  reward  for  himself  than  loss  of  time, 
expense  and,  at  most,  an  insignificant  share. 
Throughout  the  above  it  must  not  be  forgot- 
ten that  mere  insolvency,  however  great,  is 
not  of  itself  sufficient  for  proceeding  adversely 
in  bankruptcy,  but  something  in  the  nature 
of  fraud  or  preference  must  also  concur;  so 
that,  if  a  debtor  sees  fit  to  perpetrate  no  con- 
cealment and  no  preference,  but  simply  runs 
along  in  business  as  before,  however  bad  that 
business  may  become  and  however  great  the 
debt  side  of  his  account  may  grow  and  the 
asset  side  decrease,  such  debtor  may  still 
go  on  complacently  eating  himself  up  and 
growing  worse  daily  ad  infinitum,  and  no 
creditor  under  existing  law  will  have  courage 
enough  or  will  deem  advantage  great  enough 
to  justify  any  proceeding  against  such  debtor 
whatever. 

fraudulent  Secretion. 

In  cases  of  fraudulent  secretion  of  goods, 
the  situation,  under  present  law,  is  even 
worse,  for  it  takes  money  to  locate  and  re- 
cover "secreted  property,  and  there  is  always 
also  the  additional  risk  of  a  damage  suit 
therein,  to  be  brought  by  some  outside  al- 
leged innocent  holder;  whereby  it  results  that, 
under  such  disadvantages,  no  creditor  will 
take  the  trouble  to  obtain  recovery,  wherein 
he  does  all  the  work  and  receives  not  enough 
reward  to  equal  his  cash  outlay — and  the 
work  of  secretion  can  thus  go  freely  on.  In 
fact,  by  keeping  still,  a  creditor,  knowing  of 
such  secreting,  can  use  that  knowledge  as  a 
secret  threat  for  obtaining  secret  payment  of 
his  debt,  to  better  advantage  on  his  part  than 
by  open  recovery  of  the  secreted  goods. 
These  are  but  a  part  of  the  disarmament 
which  the  present  Bankruptcy  Act  has  forced 
upon  creditors.  In  practice,  and  in  fact,  cred- 
itors have  no  efficient  protection  or  remedy 
whatever.  It  behooves  banks,  as  typical  cred- 
itors, to  see  that  this  situation  is  remedied  by 
appropriate  amendatory  legislation.  That 
condition  of  law  which  places  the  chances  of 
profit  on  the  side  of  its  violation,  rather  than 
enforcement,  and  so  exposes  the  creditor 
ihat  he  can  take  no  action  except  at  too  great 
cost  for  the  whistle — leaves  the  creditor  out- 
side an  enlrcnchment  artificially  thrown 
about  the  debtor,  within  which  that  debtor 
can  disport  at  will,  and  over  which  the  cred- 
itor can  climb  only  with  the  fortune  of  Pyr- 


rhus    when    he    beat    the    Romans,    "Another 
such  victory  and  I  am  undone." 

Creditors  must  see  to  it  that  when  a  wise 
debtor  (and  they  soon  become  so)  dares 
throw  at  his  unpaid  creditor  the  taunt,  "What, 
Mr.  Creditor,  are  you  going  to  do  about  it?" 
that  question  need  not  remain,  as  under  the 
present  law,  totally  without  answer — a  situa- 
tion, the  correction  of  which  will  constitute 
not  merely  an  added  convenience,  facility, 
improvement  or  ornament  to  the  banking 
business,  but,  on  the  contrary,  demanding 
attention  as  threatening  the  very  heart  and 
life  of  the  whole  credit  institution. 


Lost  and  Won. 

Rockville  Center,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  1.— J.  Huyler 
Ellison  sued  J.  J.  Dunbar,  Police  Constable 
of  Freeport,  for  false  arrest,  claiming  .$50,000 
damages.  The  case  was  tried  before  Justice 
Marean  and  a  jury.  Dunbar  had  arrested 
Ellison  for  riding  at  night  on  a  street  in  Free- 
port  without  having  a  lighted  lamp  on  his 
bicycle.  The  jury  rendered  a  verdict  in  favor 
of  defendant,  but  in  another  case  Ellison  was 
awarded  judgment  for  $35  for  false  imprison- 
ment. 


Contributes  to  "Conscience  Fund.'' 

Galesburg,  111.,  Dec.  1. — Mayor  Carney  has 
received  the  following  interesting  and  rather, 
unexpected  communication  from  a  woman 
now  living  in  Bath,  Me.: 

"I  rode  a  bicycle  in  your  city  one  evening, 
about  1896,  without  a  lamp.  I  knew  it  was 
against  the  law.  God  says:  'Submit  yourself 
to  every  ordinance  of  man  for  the  Lord's 
sake.'  I  wish  to  make  right  whatever  is  held 
against  me  for  violating  that  law." 


To  Fight  a  Tax. 

Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  Dec.  1. — The  bicycle  and 
vehicle  owners  of  the  city  who  are  opposed 
to  the  vehicle  tax  and  who  will  make  a  fight 
against  it,  have  decided  to  form  an  organiza- 
tion. Attorney  John  Aiken  has  been  retained 
by  the  fighters  to  represent  them  in  court. 
He  is  confident  that  the  law  will  be  repealed 
by  the  city  council. 


Trouble  in  Massachusetts. 

Arthur  K.  Peck,  candidate  for  the  office  of 
secretary-treasurer  of  the  Massachusetts  Di- 
vision, L.  A.  W.,  has  appealed  to  President 
Keenan  for  a  ruling  compelling  the  present 
officials  to  hold  an  election.  The  present 
Chief  Consul  decided  that  no  election  is  nec- 
essary, and  to  this  Mr.  Peck  takes  exception. 


The  Pan-Jan-Drum. 

The  annual  Pan-Jan-Druni  of  the  Press 
Cycling  Club,  of  Buffalo,  opened  on  Monday 
night.  The  features  of  this  .ilways  successful 
affair  for  this  year  arc  a  minstrel  show  and 
a  dramatic  sketch,  each  to  be  produced  on 
alternate  nights  during  the  week. 

Bicycle  Girls  See  Battle. 

It  is  reported  from  South  .ALfrica  that  dur- 
ing the  battle  of  Reitfontein  several  women 
rode  up  on  bicycles  to  a  convenient  "kopje,'' 
from  where  they  witnessed  the  fight.  A  Boer 
shell  fell  in  their  vicinity  and  they  promptly 
moved. 
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Count  the  Cost* 
Reckon  the  Quality* 


\ 


: 


You'll  decide  to  tie  up  to  the  ROCHESTER  line  ;  there  is  the 
whole  bicycle  question  in  a  nutshell.  ROCHESTERS  are  built 
on  the  firm  foundation  of  reliability;  honest  value,  INDEPEND- 
ENCE and  public  confidence  are  a  part  of  the  superstruction.  They 
are  the  product  of  the  most  skilled  mechanics  and  as  good  as  it  is  pos- 
sible to  make.  That  is  one  reason  why  our  old  customers  always 
stay  with  u  s,  and  each  year  swells  the  list  of  new  patrons  who  are  find- 
ing out  their  goodness.  Suppose  you  look  the  matter  up  for  yourself. 


PRICES: 

Chainless  -  $60.00 
Special  -  -  50.00 
Model  G       -  40.00 

Athlete  -  -  35.00 
Independent  -  30.00 
Juveniles  $22.50  and  25.00 
Tandem  -         75.00 

J- 
Liberal  Terms. 


\ 

i 


ROCHESTER  CYCLE  MFG.  CO., 


\ 


ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. 


2L.A  AAAi 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel 
LAA  A  A  A  AA>  A  A  A  A  am.  A  A  A  AAA.  A  ^  ^^A  A  A  A  ^  a.  ^  ^ 


A.Jt.JiA..A.^ 


Compare  The  BuIIis  Gear  and  Mechanism  with 

ANY    OTHER    CHAINLESS    GEAR    ON    THE    l^T^rrrT  ■— 

....IT    WILL   STAND    COMPARISON.... 

We  claim  to  have  a  gear  that  is  correct  mechanically.  It  has  been  proven  practical.  It  will  stand  the  test 
of  time  and  hard  usage.  Don't  forget  that  not  the  least  important  factor  in  a  successful  Chainless  is  the  mechanism. 
Ours  is  made  right  and  is  right.      A    sample    will    prove   this   better   than    words. 


WRITE    FOR    CATALOGUE 
.i..AND    PRICES    TO 


BULLIS  BALL  -  GEAR  CO.,   Rochester,  N.  Y. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Status  — Taxation — Good  Roads* 
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THE  questions  as  to  tlie  status  of  the  bicy- 
cle, whether  it  should  be  taxed,  and 
how  wheelmen  are  to  secure  good  roads,  have 
been  disturbing  ones  since  the  early  days  of 
cycling.  The  status,  as  now  defined,  is  that 
the  bicycle  is  a  "vehicle,"  but  that  definition 
is  not  entirely  satisfying.  The  question  of 
taxation  has  champions  for  either  side.  How 
to  get  good  roads  is  a  matter  of  such  tre- 
mendous importance  that  but  few  wheelmen 
really  understand  the  true  proportions  of  the 
highway  improvement  movement. 

Upon  these  and  other  subjects,  A.  H.  Bur- 
ton, of  Worcester,  Mass.,  addressed  the  L.  A. 
W.  Consulate  of  that  city  and  a  portion  of 
his  remarks  is  appended: 

"I  trust  that  we  all  have  the  same  end  in 
view,  namely,  the  benefiting  of  our  interests 
in  cycling.  I  am  an  enthusiastic  member  of 
the  L.  A.  W.  I  joined  that  body  as  soon  as 
I  began  to  ride  a  wheel,  and  have  always 
been  satisfied  with  my  membership  therein, 
believing  that  it  has  our  best  interests 
at  heart.  While  its  judgment  has  doubtless 
been  criticised  with  reference  to  professional 
racing,  yet  we  must  all  admit  that  we  receive 
numerous  benefits  from  the  organization 
which  more  than  counteract  any  mistakes  the 
leaders  of  the  L.  A.  W.  may  have  made  in  the 
direction  of  racing. 

"There  is  still  much  to  be  done,  however, 
in  the  interest  of  the  large  class  of  bicycle 
riders.  We  all  desire  to  attain  the  same  end, 
although  we  have  doubtless  different  ideas  as 
to  manner  of  procedure.  Having  had  some 
experience  in  the  matter  of  bicycle  taxation, 
and  being  well  aware  of  the  present  very  un- 
satisfactory plan,  I  have  been  requested  to 
state  my  views  as  to  the  best  way  to  over- 
come the  problem;  of  how  best  to  advance 
the  interests  of  bicycle  riders  by  improving 
our  roads  and  streets,  and  at  the  same  time 
doing  it  in  an  equitable  manner,  having  in 
mind  justice  to  the  individual  and  to  the 
community. 

Plan  Unfair. 

"The  existing  plan  is  unfair  to  riders  and 
unsatisfactory  to  the  cities  and  towns  of  the 
commonwealth.  It  is  unfair  to  the  riders,  be- 
cause some  pay  tax  on  their  wheels,  while 
others  enjoy  the  same  privileges  free  of  cost, 
and  it  is  unsatisfactory  to  the  cities  because 
there  are  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars' 
worth  of  legitimate  taxable  property  invested 
in  bicycles  that  cannot  be  reached.  For  in- 
stance, there  are  probably  8,000  bicycles  in 
use  in  this  city,  representing  an  approximate 
value  of  $120,000  (at  $15  each).  The  tax  upon 
this  amount  at  the  present  rate  is  $1,920.  Of 
this  amount  I  doubt  if  the  city  gets  $500, 
showing  conclusively  that  the  present  plan  is 
unfair,  unjust  and  unsatisfactory. 

"This  matter  has  been  given  long  and  care- 
ful consideration  by  the  boards  of  assessors 
in  many  places  besides  Worcester,  and  the 
local  board,  prompted  by  its  past  experience 
in  handling  the  bicycle  question,  is  of  the 
opinion  that  the  only  just  and  equitable  plan 
to  solve  this  problem  is  to  petition  the  Legis- 
laUire  for  an  act  authorizing  the  licensing  of 
all  bicycles  owned  in  the  commonwealth. 


Objections  Expected. 

"I  have  no  doubt  there  will  be  objectors,  as 
there  naturally  would  be,  to  any  law  calling 
for  the  compulsory  payments  of  any  sum  of 
money  in  the  form  of  a  tax  or  license,  as  I 
know  only  too  well  from  experience  in  carry- 
ing out  the  duties  of  my  office  as  member  of 
the  board  of  assessors,  that  anything  in  the 
form  of  a  tax  is  objectionable  to  a  majority, 
at  least,  of  the  people  from  its  very  nature,  if 
for  no  other  reason.  We  must  all  admit,  how- 
ever, that,  while  a  tax  may  be  ever  so  objec- 
tionable, it  is  still  a  very  necessary  evil. 

"It  has  been  suggested  to  me  in  this  con- 
nection that  a  petition  of  this  nature  to  the 
Legislature  would  place  bicycles  in  a  class  by 
themselves  requiring  special  legislation, 
whereas  they  have  been  already  legally 
classed  with  other  vehicles  and  enjoy  the 
same  rights  and  privileges  on  the  highway. 
I  admit  all  this,  but  I  claim  and  I  believe,  con- 
sistently, that  we,  as  bicycle  riders,  absolutely 
need  special  legislation,  for,  while  our  wheels 
may  legally  enjoy  the  same  rights  and  privi- 
leges as  the  carriages  of  our  neighbors  who 
take  their  outdoor  recreation  behind  a  horse, 
still  we  need  more  in  the  line  of  good  roads 
than  do  the  horses.  A  drive  in  a  carriage  can 
be  fairly  well  enjoyed  over  roads  that  would 
be  far  from  enjoyable  on  a  bicycle. 
Status  of  a  Bicycle. 

"The  more  I  think  of  this  matter,  the  more 
I  am  convinced  that,  as  bicycle  riders,  we  are 
in  a  class  by  ourselves,  consequently  our 
needs  are  not  necessarily  the  needs  of  others, 
and  we  have  needs  that  no  other  class  of 
pleasure-seekers  possess.  The  question  might 
"be  asked,  if  bicycles  and  carriages  are  in  the 
same  class,  and  it  is  necessary  to  license  the 
former,  why  it  is  not  just  as  necessary  to 
license  the  latter?  To  this  question  I  would 
say  that,  on  account  of  the  much  larger  intrin- 
sic value  of  a  carriage  over  a  bicycle,  the  for- 
mer is  assessable  and  taxed  according  to  its 
value,  thereby  doing  away  with  the  necessity 
of  any  special  license. 

"It  must  not  be  understood  that  this  is  a  plan 
to  simplify  the  work  of  the  assessors,  al- 
though I  assure  you  a  State  bicycle  license 
law  would  be  hailed  with  delight  by  every 
board  of  assessors  in  Massachusetts.  Bicy- 
cles are  the  bugbear  of  assessors  and  tax  col- 
lectors, and  give  more  trouble  than  all  the 
rest  of  the  property  combined. 

"Now,  the  one  thing  we  need  as  cyclists 
more  than  any  other  is  good  roads,  but  it  is  no 
earthly  use  for  us  to  bind  ourselves  together 
and  howl  for  good  roads.  That  plan  has 
been  tried  and  has  done  more  harm  than 
good.  We  must  display  a  willingness  to  ex- 
ert ourselves  in  our  own  behalf,  as  we  all 
know  that  the  roads  of  Massachusetts,  at 
least,  cannot  be  talked  into  good  condition  to 
ride  over.  As  an  individual  bicycle  rider,  I 
am  not  satisfied  with  the  roads  as  they  are  at 
present,  and,  in  order  to  improve  them,  I  am 
willing  to  tax  myself  $1  a  year,  knowing  that 
the  money  would  be  used  for  improvement  of 
our  highway. 

"This,  I  feel  sure,  would  be  tlie  decision  of 
every   bicycle   rider  worthy   of  being  classed 


with  self-respecting  cyclists,  and,  if  this  is 
done,  it  will  be  but  a  very  short  time  before 
we  have  as  good  riding  in  Massachusetts  as 
in  any  State  of  the  Union." 


Notes  for  Riders. 

The  Chicago  Cycling  Club  and  the  Fellow- 
craft  Club,  of  Chicago,  have  formed  an  al- 
liance. 


Rhiladelphia  seems  the  popular  choice  as 
the  place  for  holding  the  next  assembly  of 
the  L.  A.  W. 


An  Albany  court  has  decided  that  a  bicy- 
cle is  not  a  necessity  to  a  girl  under  age 
working  as  a  domestic. 


Improvement  associations  are  contemplat- 
ing the  building  of  a  cycle  path  between  Or- 
lando and  Winter  Park,   Fla. 


The  "smoker"  season  is  on  once  more, 
and  many  of  the  large  cycle  clubs  have  them 
scheduled  for  the  near  future. 


San  Jose  (Cal.)  wheelmen  have  petitioned 
the  Mayor  for  permission  to  ride  on  the  side- 
walks   when    streets   are   unridable. 


The  Buffalo  bicycle  ordinance  has  been 
amended  to  restrict  the  speed  limit  to  eight 
miles  an  hour,  instead  of  ten  as  formerly. 

Between  25,000  and  30,000  is  the  estimate 
of  the  number  of  cyclists  who  were  on  the 
Coney  Island  cycle  path  Thanksgiving  day. 


George  Meier,  of  the  Riverside  Wheelmen, 
San  Francisco,  who  is  on  a  25,000-mile  trip 
awheel  around  the  world,  for  a  purse,  is  now 
in  New  England. 

The  Diamond  Wheelmen,  of  Frankford, 
Pa.,  are  preparing  for  their  annual  Christmas 
tree,  an  innovation  in  cycle  clubs,  and  one 
that  has  been  productive  of  much  amusement. 


In  Spokane  3,200  wheelmen  have  paid  a 
special  tax  of  $1  each  on  their  wheels,  and 
the  money  has  not  been  used  as  intended — 
for  cycle  paths.  Complaints  have  been  filed 
and  the  authorities  promise  action  imme- 
diately. 

The  Good  Roads  Association  in  charge  of 
the  construction  of  the  Stoney  Hill  cycle 
path,  near  Washington,  reports  a  force  con- 
stantly engaged  on  the  work.  When  com- 
pleted the  path  will  be  nearly  a  mile  in 
length. 

Thousands  of  signatures  to  the  petition  for 
a  cycle  path  across  the  New  York  and  Brook- 
lyn bridge  have  been  secured.  The  commit- 
tee in  charge  of  the  petition  expects  that  a 
truck  will  be  necessary  to  transport  it  when 
completed. 

The  mileage  contest  of  the  Century  Wheel- 
men from  February  1  to  October  30,  was  won 
by  C.  A.  Lehritter,  who  had  12,151  miles  to 
his  credit.  C.  H.  Fessenden  was  second 
with  7,382,  and  C.  E.  Nylander,  third,  with 
C,621. 


A  Straw-Hat  Club  Run. 

This  has  been  a  freakishly  warm  winter  so 
far,  Last  Sunday  a  club  of  New  York  City 
cyclists  rode  50  miles  wearing  white  duck- 
breeches,  light  sweaters  and  straw  hats. 


1899. 


35 


t  -^  - 

■i- 
•^ 


4- 


National  I^lodel  3 1 


OUR    LATEST    CHAIN    MODEL, 

t  Weighs  21>^  Ibs^  as  you  see  it 


^^^4.^4^^4.^.^^^.^^4.^4..}.^4^^.;^4..j.^4i.|.4i>j<>{<4.4.^^^4<^~}*^^4<i{<^4-  .J. 


WITH   ROAD    EQUIPMENT. 


t 
•J- 

4- 


PRICE    550.00. 


This  model  has  our  latest  devices  for  handle-bar  and  seat-post  adjustments, 
our  latest  original  crank-hanger  construction  and  our  original  chain  adjuster. 

It  is  the   hiqhest   type   of  chain   bicycle. 

Better  cannot  be  made.  We  not  only  designed  it,  we  make  it  from  the 
ground  up.  We  know  what's  in  it.  We  select  and  buy  the  materials  and 
equipments  ourselves.  We  have  aimed  to  make  it  the  best  on  earth, 
and   that's   what  it   is. 


NOT 
MADE 
BY   A 
TRUST. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel, 


Does  your  trade  want  that  kind  of  a  bicycle  ? 

NATIONAL   CYCLE  MFG.  CO., 

BAY   CITY,    MICH. 
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Pierce  Poster  Design^*  1900. 


QtONPlLRCECG-BvrrALO- BOSTON-  newyork 


'iS^S^? 


HE  CUSHION -FRAME  WHEEL  IN  THE  DESIGN  ABOVE  IS  THE  NEW  CHAINLESS 
BICYCLE  OF  THE  GEORGE  N.  PIERCE  CO.  .a*  .^t  jt  THE  FEATURES  COMBINED  IN 
THIS  BICYCLE  MAKE  IT  DISTINCTIVELY  THE  FINEST  WHEEL  PRODUCED 
DURING  THE  WHEEL  AGE.   ^^^^^j^^^^Jtjtjt 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Motor  Industry   in  England* 


ful  business  lines,  there  appears  a  good  fu- 
ture before  motor  companies.  The  future  of 
the  industry  itself  is  already  assured. 


A  RECENT  letter  from  Birmingham,  En- 
gland, says  that  everything  points  to 
next  season  being  a  very  busy  one  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  motor  industry.  Trade  at  the 
present  lime  is  brisk,  and  manufacturers  are 
endeavoring  to  design  and  perfect  a  motor 
which  shall  create  a  general  demand. 
Designers  ■  and  engineers  are  concentrat- 
ing their  attention  upon  cars  which 
can  be  managed  by  the  comparative  novice. 
Where  the  mechanism  can  be  simplified, 
without  impairing  the  efficiency  of  the  vehi- 
cle, that  is  being  done.  The  most  prejudiced 
person  against  motors  is  bound  to  admit  that 
the  past  eighteen  months  have  seen  great  im- 
provements effected  in  mechanically-pro- 
pelled vehicles.  A  couple  of  years  ago 
breakdowns  were  frequent,  but  stoppages, 
although  not  rare,  are  somewhat  of  a  novelty. 
Cycle  Companies  Interested. 

English  firms  were  a  long  way  behind  the 
foreigner  in  motor  construction,  but  they  are 
now  rapidly  overtaking  continental  firms,  and 
even  in  speed  alone  motors  made  in  this 
country  will  compare  favorably  with  those  of 
foreign  manufacture.  A  car  recently  made 
in  Coventry  did  the  92  miles  to  London  in 
just  under  four  hours,  an  average  of  about 
23J  miles  an  hour.  Cycle  manufacturers  are 
turning  their  serious  attention  to  motor  con- 
struction, and  a  number  of  firms  are  turning 
out  neat  and  effective  cars.  Some  firms  will 
either  make  motors  complete  or  will  supply 
engines  and  fittings  to  other  firms. 

Motor  companies  are  constantly  receiving- 
inquiries  from  all  kinds  of  sources  for  infor- 
mation with  regard  to  which  is  the  best  class 
of  motor  for  particular  work.  Seaside  re- 
sorts, in  particular,  are  appreciating  that 
there  is  money  in  a  motor  car  service.  At  a 
number  of  pleasure  resorts  these  services  have 
been  instituted,  and  next  summer  there  will 
most  likely  be  a  considerable  increase  in  this 
direction.  Motor  cars  are  also  being  used 
for  the  delivery  of  newspapers  in  districts 
which  are  not  well  served  with  trains,  and  it 
has  been  asked  why  should  not  rural  postmen 
be  supplied  with  motor  tricycles  for  the  col- 
lection   and    delivery    of    letters    and    parcels. 


At  the  present  time  they  have  a  severe  phys- 
ical task  in  riding  a  heavily-laden  machine 
in  all  weathers.  In  Paris  the  postal  authori- 
ties have  established  a  collection  of  pillar 
boxes  by  the  aid  of  motor  tricycles,  and  it  is 
not  impossible  that  English  authorities  would 
be  willing  to  give  the  system  a  trial  here. 
This  method  would  result  in  a  saving  of 
time,  and  the  pillar  boxes  could  be  emptied 
at  a  later  hour. 

Motor  Coaches  Considered. 

The  possibility  of  establishing  motoi" 
coaches  is  also  being  considered,  and  ne.Kt 
season  the  experiment  will  probably  be  tried. 
It  is  thought  that  coach  routes  could  be  made 
to  pay  well.  The  uses  of  motors  appear  to  be 
unlimited.  Only  a  few  weeks  ago  the  mem- 
bers of  a  parish  council,  who  had  a  great  deal 
of  ground  to  cover,  utilized  a  motor  vehicle, 
and  they  accomplished  in  seven  hours  what 
it  would  have  taken  two  horses  two  days  to 
do.  The  motor  is  likely  to  supplant  the 
horse  in  many  directions. 

Last  week  it  was  suggested  by  a  member 
of  the  Coventry  City  Council  that  the  cor- 
poration would  soon  be  able  to  utilize  the 
motor  wagon  for  the  collection  of  street  re- 
fuse and  for  general  hauling.  Motor  tours 
are  now  undertaken  by  quite  a  considerable 
number  of  people.  The  aristocracy  have 
taken  very  kindly  to  the  new  method  of  loco- 
motion. Sir  Francis  and  Lady  Jeune  were 
touring  in  the  Midlands  the  other  week  upon 
a  motor,  and  Lady  Jeune  paid  a  high  com- 
pliment to  the  vehicle,  and  to  the  delightful 
sensation  of  accomplishing  80  miles  a  day 
with  the  motor,  running  better  at  the  end  of 
the  journey  than  at  the  beginning. 

The  briskness  of  trade  is  indicated  in  the 
rise  of  shares  in  various  prominent  motor 
companies.  Those  who  have  the  best  inter- 
est of  the  industry  at  heart  are  hoping  that 
the  trade  will  not  again  be  handicapped  by 
unscrupulous  speculators  who  may  induce 
a  believing  public  to  invest  huge  sums  in  con- 
cerns which  will  not  bear  a  careful  scrutiny. 
But  the  lessons  learned  in  the  cycle  trade, 
and  also  in  the  motor  industry,  are  not  likely 
to   be   forgotten   so  soon.     Managed   on   care- 


Sartus  Ball  Retainer  and  Separator. 

The  manufacturers  of  the  Sartus  ball  re- 
tainer and  separator  are  issuing  an  interest- 
ing pamphlet  explaining  their  product  and 
furthering  its  claims  for  approval.  It  is 
claimed  for  this  separator  and  retainer  that 
it  is  superior  to  the  ordinary  form  of  ball- 
bearings, and  the  manufacturers  explain  in 
detail  in  this  pamphlet  the  differences  in  the 
two  forms.  An  illustration  showing  the 
method  of  testing  the  Sartus  is  interesting  be- 
cause unique  and  practicable.  The  pamphlet 
contains  information  on  ball-bearings  that 
will  be  appreciated  by  manufacturers  and 
dealers. 


Butler  Company  Busy. 

Since  William  Rooke  assumed  control  of 
the  ■  Butler  Company's  business  at  Butler, 
Ind.,  things  are  booming  with  this  concern. 
Orders  are  coming  in  rapidly;  the  factory  is 
running  under  full  force;  the  offices  are  be- 
ing enlarged;  traveling  men  are  all  out,  and 
altogether  there  is  a  healthy  business.  A 
Wheel  man  was  shown  an  unusually  neat 
and  attractive  line  of  1900  models.  One 
model  in  particular,  listing  at  $25,  should  be  a 
strong  seller. 


Robbery  in  Middletown. 

Middletown,  O.,  Dec.  1. — Thieves  entered 
the  bicycle  store  of  Samuel  Clark  and  ex- 
tracted $43  from  the  cash  drawer.  The  thief 
was  evidently  acquainted  with  the  place  and 
will   probably  be   apprehended. 


Columbus  Dealers  Protest. 

The  dealers  of  Columbus,  O.,  have  united 
in  filing  with  the  city  clerk  a  protest  against 
a  proposed  ordinance  to  forbid  their  carry- 
ing in  stock  more  than  ten  pounds  of  car- 
bide. 


E.    L.    Blauvelt   Mfg.    Co.,   Newark,   N.  J., 
bicycle   repairers,   have   recorded  $1,000   chat- 


tel mortgage. 


A  judgment  for  $196  has  been  filed  against 
Maurice  Handler,  dealer  in  bicycle  supplies  in 
New  York. 


W.   P.   Swartz,   well-known  dealer  of  York, 
Pa.,  visited  New  York  this  week. 


Union  Bicycles" 

For  1900. 

WE    INVITE    CORRESPONDENCE. 

Union  6ycle  Mfg.  6o.,  Highlandville,  Mass. 


i 
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Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Suit  your  customers  and  they 
stick  by  you ! 

Give  them  tires  of  unquestioned  quality  and  in 
the  long  run  you  will  ^'win  out^^  in  business* 
You  know  that  a  bicycle  sells  easiest  when  it 
is  equipped  with  tires  of  undisputed  reputation* 

Adopt  a  reliable  article  this  year! 

You  are  familiar  with  the  quality  and  real 
merits  of  HARTFORD  TIRES.  Eight  years 
have  proved  to  the  public  that  HARTFORD 
TIRES  may  be  depended  upon. 

If  if  s  a  Hartford  Tire,  it's  all  right! 

We  stand  back  of  our  goods  because  we 
know  we  can  afford  to  guarantee  as  perfect 
that  which  is  perfect. 

Better  learn  late  than  never! 


The  Hartford  Rubber  Works  Co., 

HARTFORD,  CONN. 


BRANCHES : — New  York,  Boston,  Chicago,  Philadelphia,  Buffalo,  Cleveland,  Detroit, 
Minneapolis,  Washington,  Denver. 

Kindly  mention  Tlie  Wheel. 
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Notes  By  the  Way. 
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Steppe  Tells  a  Story. 

THERE  is  a  town  down  in  Georgia  which, 
for  lack  of  a  better  name,  may  be  called 
Jessup,  though  any  other  name  might  serve 
at  a  pinch,  and  any  bicycle  traveler  who  goes 
down  there  will  assert  that  the  citizens  of  that 
village  seem  to  regard  a  bicycle  with  as  much 
aversion  as  a  rabid  dog  does  water.  After 
making  that  town  each  traveler  has  a  burden 
of  experience  which  he  hastens  to  share  with 
his  fellows,  and  many  a  story  is  charged  up 
to  its  account. 

Last  Christmas  eve  about  half  a  dozen  cycle 
drummers  were  seated  around  a  table  in  the 
dispensary  department  of  the  swell  Duvall, 
in  Jacksonville,  partaking  of  Christmas  cheer 
and  swapping  experiences.  Monarch  Walden 
had  related  a  thrilling  story  imported  from 
the  mountains  of  eastern  Kentucky.  Sterling 
Thompson  made  his  ante  good  with  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  oft-rehearsed  tale  of  how  he  won 
the  road  race  at  Atlanta  on  a  preadamite 
safety.  Viking  Coffman  proved  himself  a 
spell-binder  as  he  recounted  the  hair-raising 
adventures  of  himself  and  Archie  Clark  while 
hunting  alligators.  Then  it  was  up  to  Frank 
Steppe,  the  Columbia  missionary,  who  said: 
"Well,  fellows,  you  have  all  told  your  fairy 
tales,  but  here's  a  true  one.  You  all  know  ■ 
Jessup,  Ga.,  don't  you?" 

"Oh!  Say!"  interposed  Moody,  of  the  Ames 
&  Frost  Company.  "This  is  Christmas. 
Don't  spoil  the  good  cheer  we  are  accumulat- 
ing by  talking  of  that  place." 

"Hear  my  story,"  continued  Steppe.  "I 
got  in  there  one  day  and,  leaving  a  call  for 
the  first  train  out,  went  to  bed  that  night 
with  a  burden  of  woe.  I  had  tried  everything 
in  the  town,  even  to  the  butcher  shops,  and 
couldn't  interest  anybody. 

"I  had  been  asleep  probably  half  an  hour 
when  a  rap  at  the  door  aroused  me.  I  made 
a  light  and  asked  what  was  wanted.  A  voice 
replied  that  its  owner  was  a  bicycle  dealer 
and  wanted  to  talk  business.  After  being  ad- 
mitted and  looking  over  my  line,  the  gentle- 
man produced  a  roll  of  bills  and  said  that  he 
didn't  want  credit,  but  would  pay  for  what  he 
.  ordered. 

"  'I'll  take  a  tandem,'  he  said,  'two  of  model 
57,  six  of  model  58  and  ten  chainless.  Here's 
your  money.' 

"I  finished  putting  down  the  specifications 
for  his  order  and  had  just  begun  to  count  the 
money  when  an  awful  knock  came  at  the 
door.  'Well!'  I  yelled,  'what  do  you  want?' 
I  recognized  the  porter's  voice  in  reply. 
'Five-thirty,  boss;  only  half  an  hour  to  catch 
the  northbound  train.  Gee!  but  you's  awful 
hard  to  wake.'  " 

"Well,  that  kills  the  story  I  was  saving," 
said  Jack  Woods,  of  Rambler  fame.  "Let's 
have  some  more  good  cheer,  'S  ort  me  's 
time."     Steppe's  story  had  had  its  efifect. 


Cycle  Men  "  Easy." 

Joe  Grimes,  smarting  under  the  laugh  he 
received  from  the  McCoy-Sharkey  fight  story 
circulated  by  Billy  Pickens,  of  the  Adams  & 


Westlake  Company,  and  which  found  its  way 
to  the  columns  of  The  Wheel,  gives  one  out 
on  the  Adlake  man,  which,  if  true,  shows  the 
big  Cleveland  man  to  have  a  little  the  best  of 
it.  Pickens  has  a  blood-red  shirt  and  cap  to 
match,  in  which  he  appears  on  sporty  occa- 
sions, and  one  of  these  occasions  occurred  at 
New  Orleans. 

According  to  Grimes,  six  bicycle  travelers, 
including  Grimes  and  Pickens,  were  attend- 
ing the  running  races  one  afternoon  and  had 
pooled  a  few  dollars  to  be  placed  on  the  dif- 
ferent events.  There  was  the  usual  argument 
before  each  race,  for  each,  of  course,  had  a 
"sure  thing."  The  weather  was  warm,  and,  in 
his  earnestness,  Pickens  had  shed  his  coat 
and  vest,  presenting  a  beautiful  study  in  red 
to  the  gaze  of  the  grand  stand.  The  party 
occupied  a  prominent  box,  and  the  big  fellow 
from  Cleveland  was  the  cynosure  of  all  the 
tire-necks  in  the  stand. 

Just  before  the  start  of  the  last  race  Pickens 
rushed  up  to  the  box  and  in  excited  tones 
said:  "Let's  put  some  more  on  Kentucky 
Colonel.  Jimmy  Michael  overheard  a  con- 
versation between  the  owner  and  his  jockey, 
and  he's  got  a  dead  cinch  to  win.  Don't  be 
lobsters.  What's  a  couple  of  dollars?  The 
odds  are  10  to  1." 

Big  Joe,  who  was  leading  the  crowd,  told 
him  to  place  the  money,  and  he  hurried  off  in 
a  run,  when  a  gentleman  in  the  adjoining  box, 
not  knowing  that  Pickens  was  with  the 
crowd,  and  sizing  up  his  outfit,  said  in  a  dis- 
gusted tone  to  a  friend:  "If  there's  anything 
that  makes  me  sore,  it  is  to  have  one  of  those 

d d  race-horse  touts  tell   me  how  to   bet 

my  money.  I'd  give  a  dollar  for  a  chance  to 
slug  that  fellow." 

According  to  Grimes,  Kentucky  Colonel 
ran  "sideways"  after  the  half-mile  post  was 
passed,  and  the  owner  and  the  jockey  are  still 
discussing  the  race. 


There  is  another  story  on  Billy  Pickens 
which  vmtil  recently  had  never  been  heard 
north  of  the  Tennessee  River.  Billy  is  a 
native  of  Mississippi,  but  nearly  all  of  his  ten- 
der years  have  been  spent  in  and  around 
Birmingham,  Ala. 

Along  in  the  early  nineties,  when  that  mar- 
velous mining  city  was  more  or  less  con- 
cerned about  its  population,  it  was  customary 
to  take  a  census  on  any  and  every  question 
imaginable,  and  Pickens's  first  work  is  said 
to  have  been  performed  as  an  enumerator  in 
a  school  census  for  Jefferson  County,  in 
which   Birmingham  is  situated. 

It  is  related  that  his  duties  carried  him 
"back  in  the  brush,"  to  the  abode  of  a  lav- 
ishly hirsute  agriculturist,  who  possessed,  and 
doubtlessly  enjoyed,  the  reputation  of  being 
a  "bad  man."  Billy  hadn't  the  nerve  then 
that  he  has  since  acquired  in  the  cycle  trade, 
and  he  approached  the  farmer's  domicile  with 
fear  and  trembling. 

There  was  smooth  sailing  until  Billy  read 
from  his  sheet  the  question,  "How  manv  rhil- 
ilren  have  you  of  school  age?" 

"Four,"  replied  the  ancient  Rube. 


"Are  they  white  or  colored,"  read  Billy, 
and  the  gleam  in  the  bad  man's  eye  as  he 
reached  for  a  pitch-fork  warned  Billy  that  he 
had  made  a  break. 

"Hold  on,"  said  Pickens.  "That's  wrong. 
No  need  for  such  a  question,  anyway,"  and 
the  hayseed  was  temporarily  pacified.  Billy 
passed  to  the  next  question  on  his  sheet  and 
asked,  "Have  you  ever  been  married?"  At 
this  point  the  bad  man  decided  that  "the  dude 
from  town"  was  making  game  of  him,  and 
reached  for  his  gun,  but  Billy  hit  the  road 
with  a  lead  which  he  rapidly  increased,  and  it 
is  said  in  Birmingham  that  he  never  stopped 
running  until  he  reached  a  bicycle  factory, 
where  his  brilliant  attainments  and  thorough 
knowledge  of  Southern  peculiarities  soon 
made  him  one  of  the  most  successful  sales- 
men traveling  the  South. 


A  Variety  of  Specialties. 

Like  a  sight  into  a  bicycle  department 
store,  if  such  a  thing  existed,  is  a  review  of 
the  catalogue  of  the  G.  W.  Cole  Co.,  New 
York  City,  manufacturers  of  bicycle  special- 
ties. It  shows  3-in-one,  the  well-known  lu- 
bricant and  polish,  rust  remover,  chain  lubri- 
cants, tire  and  rim  cement,  tire  fluid,  holders, 
wall  hooks,  repair  outfits,  pedals,  nipple 
grips,  baby  seats,  camera  and  luggage  car- 
riers, toe  clips,  coasters  and  a  variety  of  other 
things.  It  is  well  worth  the  perusal  of  a 
dealer  and  is  a  most  creditable  production. 


An  Interesting  Catalogue. 

The  catalogue  of  the  National  American 
Cycle  Co.,  Akron,  O.,  has  just  been  received 
from  the  press,  and  is  found  to  contain  sev- 
eral meritorious  points.  The  cuts  of  Path- 
finder bicycles  are  unusually  large,  enabling 
dealers  to  see  illustrations  of  every  part  of 
the  machines.  All  necessary  descriptive  mat- 
ter is  furnished,  briefly,  but  completely.  A 
line  of  sundries,  amply  illustrated,  completes 
a  catalogue  that  is  full  of  information,  with- 
out being  technical   or  voluminous. 


The  Bean-Chamberlin  Line. 

The  advance  catalogue  of  the  Bean-Cham- 
berlin Mfg.  Co.,  Hudson,  Mich,  is  out-  It 
shows  the  full  line  of  Hudson,  Lenawee  and 
Noxall  bicycles,  together  with  all  necessary 
information.  Half-tone  cuts  of  the  models 
are  found  on  each  page  and  the  specifications 
are  given  clearly  and  concisely.  The  regu- 
lar catalogue  will  appear  within  a  short  time, 
the  advance  issue  being  a  promise  of  what 
may  be  expected  later. 


An  Artistic  Portrait. 

The  George  N.  Pierce  Co.  is  issuing  a 
most  artistic  picture  of  Frank  Kramer,  the 
N.  C.  A.  amateur  champion.  It  shows  the 
famous  rider  from  side  view  in  characteristic 
racing  attitude,  and  the  drawing  is  so  clever- 
ly done  as  to  make  the  picture  remarkably 
lifelike. 


The  Cleveland  in  England. 

"The  World's  Best  Bicycle,  the  Cleveland," 
is  the  caption  of  an  advertisement  in  the 
English  cycling  journals.  The  Lozier  Com- 
pany retains  its  quarters  at  24  to  27  Orchard 
street,  London,  is  a  Stanley  show  exhibitor 
and  is  evidently  tu  "stay  put"  in  that 
country. 
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A  Novel  Talk  on  Strength* 


MOST  talks  on  how  to  grow  strong  are 
as  tiresome  as  the  methods  they  pre- 
scribe, but  here  comes  A  writer  who  presents 
the  subject  in  a  novel,  logical,  interesting 
manner.  George  Eliot  Flint  is  his  name,  and 
his  article  is  reprinted  here  from  "Outing." 
He  says  that  long  continued  light  exercise 
increases  the  endurance  of  one's  strength,  but 
does  not  noticeably  increase  the  actual 
strength  or  the  size  of  muscles.  He  claims 
the  upper-body  muscles  can  be  trained  to 
stand  great  strains  as  well  as  the  leg  muscles. 
In  an  efifort  to  hammer  home  his  logic  he 
repeats  several  times,  but  his  article  is  never- 
theless  unusually   interesting.     It   follows: 

Most  of  us  know  that  exercise  increases  the 
size  and  strength  of  the  muscles,  quickens  the 
circulation,  stimulates  the  heart  and  improves 
the  digestion.  It  is  my  purpose,  rather  than 
to  extol  the  well-known  and  multifarious  ben- 
efits of  proper  exercise,  to  show  that  even 
delicate  persons  can  easily  obtain  by  cultiva- 
tion extraordinary  health  and  extraordinary 
strength. 

Physical  Exercise  Necessary. 

Physical  man  is  entirely  animal,  and  he  ab- 
solutely requires  a  certain  amount  of  vigor- 
ous exercise  or  he  will  degenerate.  Compare 
the  figure  of  a  house  dog  that  does  not  run 
about  much  with  that  of  an  active,  trained 
animal  that  follows  either  a  bicycle  or  a 
horse  for  a  few  hours  each  day.  Both  may  be 
of  the  same  breed,  but  their  shape  is  quite 
different.  One  has  a  fat,  heavy  body  with  very 
slender  and  poorly  muscled  legs;  the  other 
has  a  contracted  belly,  a  deep,  powerful  chest 
and  remarkably  well-developed  limbs. 

In  a  group  of  average  men  who  do  not  in- 
dulge in  any  kind  of  hard  physical  labor,  who 
walk  but  little  and  use  their  brains  much, 
are  two  distinct  types — the  thin  man  and  the 
fat  man.  The  first  is  often  nervous,  dyspeptic, 
consumptive  looking.  His  body  is  poorly 
nourished,  his  limbs  painfully  thin  and  weak, 
and  his  bones  stick  out  as  though  they  were 
going  to  break  through  the  delicate  skin. 
The  second  type  is  fat  and  sleek.  His  stom- 
ach protrudes  beyond  his  chest,  and  his  legs, 
though  not  thin,  seem  too  light  to  com- 
fortably support  so  huge  a  body.  The  pec- 
toral muscles  are  hardly  developed  at  all,  but 
a  small  amount  of  flabby  flesh  hangs  around 
his  chest  in  deep  wrinkles.  His  arms  are 
slender  compared  with  his  trunk,  and  he  pos- 
sesses about  the  same  amount  of  strength  as 
a  fairly  vigorous  woman. 

Get  Tat  or  Lean. 

I  shall  try  to  explain  how  it  is  possible  for 
the  thin  man  to  become  muscular  and  much 
stouter,  and  how  the  fat  man  can  greatly  re- 
duce the  girth  of  his  waist,  while  at  the  same 
time  he  can  increase  the  size  of  his  chest, 
shoulders,  arms  and  legs.  In  short,  the  former 
can  become  more  of  a  man,  while  the  latter, 
by  distributing  the  superfluous  flesh  around 
his  waist  all  over  his  body,  can  become  more 
symmetrical.  Nine  men  out  of  every  ten  who 
go  into  a  gymnasium  "to  build  themselves 
up"  fail.     Why? 


Some  of  these  novices  are  stout  and  robust 
looking  in  their  clothes.  Their  friends  tell 
them  that  they  are  very  strong,  and  they  thor- 
oughly believe  this  themselves  until  they  test 
themselves.  Say,  for  instance,  they  enter  a 
gymnasium.  There  their  illusions  vanish. 
They  climb  up  on  the  parallel  bars.  But  their 
arms  will  hardly  support  their  weight,  and 
an  attempt  at  a  "dip"  nearly  kills  them.  Then 
they  go  to  the  horizontal  bar,  where  they 
hang  helplessly,  unable  to  "chin"  themselves. 
Presently  an  undeveloped  "know-all"  comes 
along  and  leads  them  over  to  the  dumb-bells. 
He  is  not  a  living  example  of  the  benefits  of 
physical  culture,  but  still  he  has  read  books 
and  "things"  on  training  and  thinks  he  knows 
all  about  it.  He  picks  out  the  largest  and 
fattest  of  the  group  and  takes  him  under  his 
wing.  Then  he  tells  him  that  if  he  wishes  to 
become  very  strong — a  Sandow  or  a  Mont- 
gomery Irving — he  must  use  very  light  dumb- 
bells. These,  he  says,  will  greatly  develop  the 
muscles  without  straining  them;  but  how  the 
muscles  are  to  develop  great  strength  without 
ever  being  subjected  to  considerable  strain 
he  does  not  pretend  to  explain.  He  merely 
assures  him  that  experts  have  agreed  that 
light  weights  used  for  a  long  time  will  de- 
velop larger  and  stronger  muscles  than  heavy 
weights  used  for  a  short  time.  This  is  ob- 
viously untrue.  What  is  strength  of  a  muscle 
if  it  is  not  the  ability  of  that  muscle  to  with- 
stand heavy  strain  without  injury?  And, 
naturally,  a  muscle  cannot  withstand  a  heavy 
strain  unless  it  is  accustomed  to  it.  I  do  not 
use  strain  in  the  sense  of  overstrain,  for  while 
the  former  is  perfectly  physiological  and 
normal,  the  latter  is  pathological. 
No  Danger  in  Feats. 

Most  persons  think  that  feats  of  strength 
are  dangerous.  This  is  a  mistake.  If  the  sub- 
ject is  fairly  prudent  and  has  good  judgment, 
and  particularly  if  he  has  gradually  accus- 
tomed his  muscles  to  bear  strain  by  pro- 
gressive physical  training,  the  element  of  dan- 
ger is  small.  Carefully  trained  muscles  are 
able  to  bear  with  impunity  enormous  strains. 
For  example,  no  one  pretends  to  say  that  it 
injures  the  muscle  of  the  calf  of  the  leg  to 
bear  the  entire  weight  of  the  body.  In  a 
gymnasium  you  may  see  men  of  ordinary 
strength,  but  extraordinary  weight,  running 
around  a  track.  One  of  them  may  weigh  as 
much  as  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  He 
is  running  on  his  toes,  if  he  is  running  prop- 
erly. A  mathematician  who  would  calculate 
in  foot  pounds  the  amount  of  work  that  each 
calf  muscle  had  done  at  the  end  of  two  miles 
would  be  surprised  at  the  result.  Not  only 
has  each  in  turn  supported  the  man's  entire 
weight  for  about  sixteen  consecutive  min- 
utes, but  they  have  propelled  that  heavy  body 
over  a  distance  of  two  miles.  Nevertheless, 
when  these  muscles  have  become  accustomed 
to  this  apparently  enormous  strain  the  work 
not  only  does  not  injure  them,  it  does  not 
even  fatigue  them.  The  muscles  of  the  arms, 
chest  and  shoulders  are  of  exactly  the  same 
physiological  structure  as  the  muscles  of  the 
legs;  therefore,  if  it  is  natural  and  proper  for 


the  leg  muscles  to  undergo  great  strain  it 
must  also  be  natural  and  proper  for  any  of 
the  other  muscles  of  the  body — always  pro- 
viding, of  course,  that  the  strain  be  propor- 

■  tionate  to  the  strength  of  the  muscle  which 
is  being  used. 

Scientific  men  tell  us  that  a  perfectly  pro- 
portioned man  measures  about  the  same 
around  his  biceps  and  neck  as  he  does  around 
his  calf.  I  have  seen  several  men  who  had 
these  measurements  the  same,  and  they 
seemed  very  well  proportioned.  Recollect, 
however,  that  a  measurement  of  the  biceps 
always  includes  the  triceps.  Of  course,  the 
biceps,  being  a  much  smaller  muscle  than  the 
calf  muscle,  could  never  be  trained  to  undergo 
a  strain  that  the  calf  muscle  could  support 
with  ease.  But  the  amount  of  strain  that  the 
biceps  can  be  trained  to  bear  with  impunity 
is  really  astonishing.  Later  I  shall  show  how 
any  particular  muscle  can  be  gradually  trained 
to  support  comfortably  a  strain  that  is  very 
great  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  muscle. 

"Muscles  consist  of  bundles  of  reddish 
fibers,  and  form  by  weight  more  than  half  of 
the  human  body."     [F.  Lagrange.] 

Nervous  stimulus  causes  a  muscle  to  con- 
tract. Will  stimulates  the  nerves.  Ordi- 
narily when  a  muscle  contracts  a  few,  not  all, 
of  the  fibers  have  been  stimulated.  The 
stronger  the   stimulus   the   more   powerful   is 

'the  contraction  of  the  muscle. 

Will  Power  Helps  Muscle. 

With  two  men  of  equal  muscular  develop- 
ment, the  one  with  the  stronger  will  power  is 
sure  to  outdo  the  other  in  feats  of  strength, 
because  he  is  able  to  stimulate  more  fibers 
than  the  man  of  weaker  will.  This  theory 
explains  the  strength  of  the  insane.  In 
acute  mania,  for  example,  there  is  intense  ner- 
vous excitement;  and  even  ordinary  muscles, 
when  subjected  to  the  extraordinary  stimulus 
of  deranged  nerves,  contract  with  frightful 
force.  For  the  same  reason  men  in  a  violent 
passion  sometimes  display  giant  strength. 

The  popular  notion  that  it  is  necessary  to 
fatigue  a  muscle  in  order  to  develop  it  is  a 
fallacy.  In  my  belief  a  large  number  of  feeble 
contractions  tire  a  muscle  completely  and  de- 
velop it  very  little,  while  a  few  powerful  con- 
tractions will  develop  a  muscle  greatly  and 
fatigue  it  very  little.  For  example,  suppose 
that  a  man  "puts  up"  a  pair  of  light  dumb- 
bells as  many  successive  times  as  he  can. 
When  he  stops  his  muscles  are,  naturally, 
very  tired;  for  although  each  successive  con- 
traction has  been  feeble,  they  have  been  so 
long  continued  that  they  have  completely 
wearied  the  muscles.  As  will  be  seen  later, 
however,  these  slight  contractions  have 
strengthened  the  muscles  hardly  at  all.  But, 
of  course,  the  disciple  of  light  weights  will 
not  believe  this.  His  motto  is  that  "light 
weights  which  are  used  for  a  long  time  make 
a  man  stronger  than  heavy  weights  used  for 
only  a  short  time."  This  type  of  the  would-be 
athlete  exercises  at  a  gymnasium  as  follows: 

Improper  Gymnasium  Work. 

Pie  walks  over  to  the  chest  weights  and 
pulls  a  pair  of  light  pulleys  for  a  considerable 
time.  Afterwards  he  runs  a  mile  rapidly  and 
on  his  toes — or  rather  on  the  balls  of  his 
feet,  as  he  should— and  then  he  goes  to  bathe 
and  dress.  When  he  reaches  the  dressing 
room  he  stands  awhile  before  the  mirror  to 
"take  a  look  at  his  development."  What  does 
he  see?  The  muscles  of  his  body  and  arms, 
which   he   has   been   feeding   for  years    upon 
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light  exercise  only,  have  remained  light  and 
frail;  but  the  muscles  of  his  legs,  which  have 
been  doing  heavy  work  for  the  same  length 
of  time,  are  finely  developed  and  look  strong 
enough  to  support  twice  as  heavy  a  body. 
An  excellent  test  of  the  real  strength  of  his 
arms,  shoulders  and  chest  would  be  to  see 
how  heavy  a  pair  of  bells  he  could  "put  up" 
above  his  head  simultaneously,  for  when  two 
bells  are  pushed  together  in  that  way  there 
is  no  possibility  of  a  side  movement;  they 
must  be  raised  with  the  arms  and  shoulders. 
This  is  called  "double  weight  pushing."  In 
scientific  "single  weight  pushing"  the  bell  is 
raised  almost  entirely  with  the  strength  of 
the  body.  The  arm  balances  the  weight,  but 
pushes  it  very  little.  Place  before  such  a  man 
as  T  have  described  two  fairly  heavy  dumb- 
bells. After  being  shown  how  to  push  them 
he  tries  and  fails.  As  he  has  never  done  heavy 
work  of  any  kind  his  muscles  have  been  habit- 
uated to  only  slight  strain  and  have  never  con- 
tracted powerfully.  "To  put  up"  light 
weights,  even  a  hundred  times  in  succession, 
requires  only  slight  contractions  of  the  mus- 
cles, while  to  put  up  two  heavy  weights  simul- 
taneously requires  very  powerful  contractions 
of  the  muscles,  and  muscles  cannot  suddenly 
learn  to  contract  powerfully  when  they  have 
been  taught  to  contract  merely  feebly.  Is  it  not 
plain,  therefore,  that  this  man  fails  to  push  the 
weights  simply  because  his  muscles  cannot  do 
what  they  have  never  done  before?  One 
might  say  that  such  a  man  is  strong,  because 
he  has  endurance  and  can  "put  up"  two  light 
weights  a  great  many  times  in  succession. 
Definition  of  Strength. 

The  following  definition  of  strength  shows  the 
absurdity  of  that  statement:  Strength  of  a 
muscle  is  its  ability  to  contract  with  great 
force  or  to  bear  great  strain  without  yielding 
or  breaking. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  muscles  can  be  de- 
veloped and  made  very  strong  in  only  one 
way;  that  is,  by  a  system  of  progressive  physi- 
cal training,  which  I  shall  endeavor  to  ex- 
plain. But  I  must  say  that  light  dumb-bells, 
used  in  a  particular  way,  will  considerably  de- 
velop certain  muscles  of  the  arms.  For  ex- 
ample: Grasp  the  handles  of  a  pair  of  light 
dumb-bells  tight,  "curl"  them  to  the  shoulders 
by  flexing  the  arms,  and  then  lower  them 
again.  If  this  curling  movement  is  repeated 
as  rapidly  as  possible,  moving  the  arms  alter- 
nately, the  muscles  of  the  hand,  wrist,  fore- 
arm and  upper  arms  will  greatly  develop.  It 
is  only  in  performing  this  movement  very 
rapidly  that  these  muscles  are  vigorously  ex- 
ercised, while,  at  the  same  time,  they  are  sub- 
jected to  considerable  strain,  inasmuch  as  each 
time  that  they  curl  the  bell  they  have  to  over- 
come not  only  the  resistance  of  its  weight, 
but  also  its  momentum. 

Light  Exercise  Essential. 

But  other  movements  with  light  dumb-bells 
are  not  so  easy  to  perform  in  this  special  way, 
and,  moreover,  muscles  which  are  developed 
by  light  weights,  though  sometimes  puffy 
looking,  are  never  very  strong  and  are  not 
able  to  contract  powerfully  enough  to  lift  any 
considerable  weight.  Light  weights  and  light 
exercises,  however,  are  well  nigh  indispensa- 
ble as  adjuncts  to  all  kinds  of  training,  and  I 
am  not  at  all  prejudiced  against  them;  I 
merely  wish  to  assign  to  them  a  proper  place 
in  athletics.  I  do  maintain,  however,  that 
light  exercises  are  not  valuable  as  a  means 
for  the  development  of  strength. 

But   heavy   gymnastics — by  heavy    gymnas- 


tics I  mean  all  exercises  where  the  arms  han- 
dle the  weight  of  the  body — and  heavy  dumb- 
bell lifting  and  pushing,  while  they  develop 
the  muscles,  would  tend  to  make  them  some- 
what "slow,"  were  it  not  for  light  exercises, 
which  should  always  be  taken  after  heavy 
work. 

For  ten  years  I  have  studied  the  physical 
development  of  individuals  and  of  classes 
of  individuals.  I  find  that  observation 
and  practical  experience  bear  out  in 
every  particular  the  simple  theories  which 
I  have  tried  to  make  plain.  The  professional 
"strong  men,"  who  make  their  living  by  per- 
forming feats  of  strength,  are  more  magnifi- 
cently developed  than  any  class  of  men  in 
the  world.  Gymnasts  who  handle  their  own 
weight  are  always  well  developed.  The  "under 
man"  in  the  tumbling  trio  is  always  a  very 
strong  man,  and  often  very  agile,  too.  In 
business  life  porters,  truck  drivers  and  fur- 
niture movers  are  often  magnificent  specimens 
of  physical  development.  In  short,  most  men 
who  do  straining  work  are  well  developed  and 
strong,  and  also  enjoy  robust  health,  while  in 
a  marked  contrast  to  these  brawny  men  are 
clerks  and  men  of  sedentary  occupations. 

Just  a  word  about  prize  fighters. 
Prize  Fighters  Naturally  Developed. 

Most  persons  know  in  a  general  way,  from 
reading  the  newspapers,  how  this  interesting 
class  of  the  community  trains.  Most  of  them 
abhor  heavy  work,  and  I  believe  that  none  of 
them  use  large  dumb-bells.  Light  dumb-bells, 
punching  the  air  bag,  handball,  running  and 
walking  form  the  basis  of  their  training.  That 
kind  of  exercise  makes  them  quick  and  agile; 
it  also  gives  them  endurance  and  "wind."  But 
the  question  is,  are  prize  fighters,  as  a  class, 
very  strong?  I  can  unhesitatingly  answer  this 
question  in  the  negative.  Compare  the  mus- 
cular development  of  a  group  of  prize  fighters 
with  that  of  a  group  of  wrestlers  or  weight 
lifters.  Some  pugilists,  however,  have  great 
natural  strength — John  L.  Sullivan,  for  exam- 
ple— but  the  great  John  L.,  before  he  ever 
entered  a  prize  ring,  was,  I  believe,  a  weight 
lifter.  At  any  rate  he  performed  feats  of 
strength.  And  this  man,  who  possessed  great 
strength  as  well  as  science,  was  undoubtedly 
one  of  the  greatest  fighters  who  ever  stepped 
into  a  ring.  I  say,  simply,  that  the  ordinary 
training  itself  which  a  prize  fighter  undergoes 
m  preparing  for  a  fight,  while  it  does  give  a 
man  agility  and  endurance,  does  not  much  de- 
velop his  muscles.  As  a  rule,  the  training  of 
a  prize  fighter  increases  only  slightly  his  mus- 
cular development — at  least,  of  his  upper  body 
— but  it  greatly  improves  the  condition  of  his 
natural  muscles  and  makes  them  enduring. 
In  short,  when  a  prize  fighter  trains  he  puts 
into  the  best  possible  condition  the  muscles 
which  he  has  naturally;  but  he  does  not  in- 
crease his  ordinary  muscular  development  to 
any  material  extent. 

Natural  and  Cultivated  Muscles. 

Six  weeks.  I  believe,  is  the  time  devoted  by 
a  prize  fighter  to  get  into  perfect  condition. 
But  why  are  not  cultivated  muscles  just  as 
easy  to  get  into  condition  as  natural  muscles? 
I  see  no  reason  why  cultivated  muscles  cannot 
be  trained  to  be  as  quick  and  elastic  as  natural 
muscles.  They  can,  in  fact,  be  rendered  more 
so,  because,  being  more  sensitive  than  ordi- 
nary muscles,  they  respond  to  nervous  stimu- 
lus much  more  quickly.  Prize  fighters  should 
cultivate  their  strength  while  "laying  off." 
When  matched  to  fight  they  should  pursue 
their  ordinary  regimen  of  training  for  quick- 


ness, agility,  endurance  and  "wind,"  and  they 
would  find  that  their  more  powerful  muscles 
would  be  able  "to  put  up"  a  much  better  fight. 
The  strength  of  a  blacksmith  is  proverbial, 
and,  as  Robert  Fitzsimmons  was  once  a  first- 
class  blacksmith,  he  must  have  been  brought 
up,  as  it  were,  on  heavy  work.  I  believe  that 
even  now,  when  training  for  a  fight,  he  does 
a  little  blacksmithing  for  exercise. 

The  following  anecdote  about  William  Mc- 
Clellan,  ex-champion  middle-weight,  is  inter- 
esting and  to  the  point: 

For  many  years  "Mac"  was  the  boxing  in- 
structor at  Wood's  Gymnasium  in  the  city  of 
New  York.  One  summer  there  was  a  large 
dumb-bell  class  which  used  to  meet  late  every 
afternoon  "to  put  up"  single  arm  big  bells. 
The  class  was  large,  but  they  say  that  the 
weakest  man  in  it  could  push  a  hundred 
pounds.  Business  being  dull  with  "Mac"  that 
.summer,  the  boys  easily  persuaded  him  to  join 
the  class.  Fie  worked  steadily  with  the  heavy 
dumb-bells  all  summer,  and  finally  learned  to 
"put  up,"  with  either  hand,  one  hundred  and 
forty  pounds.  One  afternoon  a  friend  of  his 
strolled  into  the  gymnasium  and  invited  him 
to  come  up  into  the  gallery  to  have  a  bout 
with  the  gloves.  "Mac"  complied,  but  found 
that  the  slow,  heavy  work  which  he  had  been 
doing  all  summer — he  had  not  boxed  at  all  for 
some  months — had  made  him  "slow,"  and  he 
could  neither  guard  nor  hit  quickly.  This 
greatly  alarmed  the  pugilist,  so  he  immedi- 
ately "swore  off"  heavy  weights  and  began  to 
box  again.  In  one  week  his  muscles  recov- 
ered all  of  their  former  quickness  and  elas- 
ticity, and,  in  a  short  time,  he  told  me  himself 
his  trained  muscles,  which  had  doubled  in 
strength,  became  quicker  than  ever  before. 
His  hitting  power  has  been  tremendous  ever 
since.  This  story  teaches  simply  that  slow, 
heavy  work  alone  does  make  the  muscles 
somewhat  "slow,"  temporarily,  but  that  after 
a  few  weeks  of  quick  work  the  muscles  easily 
recover  at  least  all  of  their  former  elasticity. 
Undoubtedly  if  a  man  wishes  to  have  quick 
as  well  as  strong  muscles  he  must  combine 
light  with  heavy  work. 

Suggestions  for  Health. 

jMuscles,  I  must  repeat,  can  only  do  what 
they  are  accustomed  to  doing;  therefore,  mus- 
cles which  have  been  trained  to  bear  only 
slight  strain  and  to  make  feeble  contractions 
cannot  bear  great  strain,  nor  can  they  make 
powerful  contractions.  Slight  strain  borne 
for  a  long  time  will  tire  out  the  muscles,  un- 
doubtedly; but  it  will  not  develop  them.  Sup- 
pose, for  example,  that  a  great  statesman 
whose  brain  was  accustomed  to  wrestling 
with  the  most  intricate  problems  were  to  add 
up  over  and  over  again  the  same  column  of 
figures.  No  doubt  his  brain  would  soon  be- 
come tired.  But  would  this  exercise  develop 
it,  or  even  keep  it  in  good  condition?  Of 
course,  the  flow  of  blood  which  nourishes  the 
muscle  is  slightly  increased  while  the  muscle 
is  undergoing  slight  strain;  but  it  has  been 
determined  by  experiment  that  when  the  mus- 
cle is  subjected  to  great  strain  the  flow  of 
blood  is  much  more  prolonged  and  very  much 
increased. 

All  men  wish  health;  some  men  covet  great 
strength,  but  most  men  desire  health  with  a 
fair  amount  of  strength.  It  is  not  necessary 
that  every  man  should  become  as  strong  as 
it  is  possible  for  him  to  be,  yet  I  hope  that  all 
who  are  interested  in  physical  culture  will  be 
able  to  derive  some  benefit  from  the  system  of 
training  which  I  suggest  from  experience. 
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Before  ordering  your  new  tires  for  1900  see  what  they  say  about  the 

...MILWAUKEE  TIRES... 

Pneumatic    '    «        ,  _^_    ^     Resilient 


Single  Tube 


Easy  Riding 


Print  Rt'i^isici'ed  /S'qq,     Milivaithec  Patent  Puiicture-Proo/  Tire  Co. 

PRESENTING    NEW    TESTIMONIALS    EACH    WEEK. 


The  Albany  H'dw'e  &  Iron  Co. 

Albany,  N.  Y.,  August  14,  1899. 
Milwaukee  Patent  Puncture-Proof  Tire  Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Gentlemen:    The  tires  we  have  sold  of  your  make  for  the  past  season 
have  given  good  satisfaction,  and  we  shall  want  electrotypes  for  use  in 
our  next  year's  catalogue.    We  will,  no  doubt,  have  an  increased  trade 
in  your  tires  next  season,  as  they  are  giving  excellent  satisfaction. 
(Signed)  Truly  yours,     Albany  H'dw'e  &  Iron  Co. 


Abbott  Cycle  Co.,  Ltd.,  Bicycles  &  CycleSundries,  4ii-4i9Baronne  St. 

New  Orleans,  La.,  October  30,  1899. 
Milwaukee  Patent  Puncture-Proof  Tire  Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Gentlemen:  Having  used  your  tires  for  the  past  season  with  good 
success,  we  cheerfully  recommend  them  to  the  trade  as  a  profitable  line 
to  handle,  and  to  riders  who  want  to  get  a  puncture-proof  tire  we  say 
they  cannot  find  its  equal.  Yours  very  truly, 

(Signed)  Abbott  Cycle  Co.,  Ltd. 


Representatives  Wanted.    Write  for  Prices  and  Other  Information. 

MILWAUKEE  PATENT  PUNCTURE-PROOF  TIRE  CO.,  MILWAUKEE,  WIS.,  U.  S.  A 


HIBH-GRADE 


WHEELS  MUST 
HAVE  THE  BEST 
EQUIPMENTS. 

There  is  nothing  that  gives  more  value 
for  the    money   than    the   use  of   the 

MORSE  TWIN-ROLLER  CHAIN. 

Noiseless  In  ,  ^ _.         and  always 

Mud,  Water  ^Pli       ,„  .,  .Al^^^       Easy 


or  Dust,       '"*     '^K::^'^^<^j^^i^m:5f^  ^■^^^=«^  Running. 
The  only  chain  having  Frictionless  Rocker  Joints. 

Insist  on  having  the  Morse  Twin  Roller.     Fits  regular 

sprockets 
Send  for  catalogue  and  trade  price  to 

Morse  Chain  Co.,  Trumansburg,  N.Y. 


STEEL 

BALLS 


The  Best  in 
the  World. 


EXCELSIOR  MACHINE  CO., 


Kindly  mention  The  Wkeel 


BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 


ANDRAE  CYCLES  NEVER  DISAPPOINT! 

Face-to-FaceTaiks 


(No.  5) 


Concerning 


ANDRAE 


Bicycles. 


If  you  sell  Andraes  one  thing  is  certain  :  your  competitor 
will  have  to  cut  prices — lose  their  profits — or  not  make  many 
sales. 

You  don't  have  competition  until  other  dealers  sell  vpith- . 
out  profit.     Then  it's  price  for  price,  but  you  have  the  advan- 
tage still. 

Andrae  cycles  give  you  talking  points  that  others  haven't 
got.  You  can  trip  up  your  competitors  on  improvements, 
running  quality,  workmanship,  durability,  finish. 

Coaipetitors  can  cut  out  profits  to  meet  Andrae  prices, 
but  they  can't  improve  their  wheels  to  meet  Andrae  quality. 

The  first  responsible  dealer  who  writes  for  the  agency  in 
your  town  will  get  it. 

JULIUS  ANDRAE  &  SONS  CO., 

MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 

GEORGE  F.  KEHEW  &  CO., 

53-55  Hanover  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

NEW  ENGLAND  DISTRIBUTORS. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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December  7, 


The  New  Columbia. 

Observe  the  new  fork-crown  of  the  Colum- 
bia, as  shown  in  a  side-view  illustration.  The 
new  piece  is  a  single  drop  forging,  finished 
with  the  greatest  possible  care  and  accuracy. 
The  fork-stem  is  let  into  the  tube  and  re-en- 
forced from  the  inside,  while  the  fork-sides 
enter  inside  the  forging,  thus  securing  re- 
markable  strength  in  combination  with  light- 


y-Z   ^v  jt? 


ness  and  elegance  of  appearance.  This  form 
of  fork-crown  has  been  carefully  tested  and 
is  considered  by  the  Pope  Company  the 
strongest  yet  devised. 

Another  illustration  shows  the  new  hub 
and  spoke  arrangement.  The  construction 
retains  the  straight  spoke  with  all  its  advan- 
tages of  strength  and  tenacity,  and  at  the 
same  time  presents  a  smooth  symmetry  of 
outline  which  is  at  once  distinctive  and  pleas- 
ing. Each  spoke  has  a  small  sphere  at  its 
inner    end,     beyond   which     projects    a   short 


.rms" 


curved  pin.  The  channels  for  receiving  the 
spokes  are  made  tangentially  in  the  outer 
portion  of  the  hub  itself,  each  groove  widen- 


TO    LOS    ANGEtES    AND    SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA. 

Every  Friday  night,  ai  JO. 35  p.  m.,  a  through  Tour- 
ist Car  for  Los  Angeles  and  Southern  California 
leaves  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway 
Union  Passenger  Station,  Chicago,  via  Omaha,  Colo- 
rado Springs  and  Salt  Lake  City,  for  all  points  in 
Coloracfo,   Utah,    Nevada  and   California. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  Pullman  porter,  each  car 
is  accompanied  by  an  intelligent,  competent  and  cour- 
teous "courier,"  who  will  attend  to  the  wants  of  pas- 
sengers en  route.  This  is  an  entirely  new  feature  of 
tourist  car  service,  and  will  be  appreciated  by  families 
or  by  ladies  traveling  alone.  Particular  attention  is 
paid  to  the  care  of  children,  who  usually  get  weary 
on  a  long  journey.  . 

These  tourist  cars  are  sleeping  cars  supplied  with 
all  the  accessories  necessary  to  make  the  journey  com- 
fortable and  pleasant,  and  the  berth  rate  (each  berth 
will  accommodate  two  persons)  is  only  $6  from  Chi- 
cago to  California.  Ask  the  nearest  ticket  agent  for 
a    tourist    car    folder,    or    address    Geo.    H.    Heaftord, 


ing  at  one  end  into  a  spherical  recess  for  re- 
ceiving the  ball  on  the  spoke.  When  the 
spoke  is  inserted,  the  projecting  pin  beyond 
the  ball  prevents  it  from  springing  out,  and 
at  the  same  time,  by  its  curvature,  prevents 
the  spoke  from  deviating  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree from  its  exact  position  in  the  hub. 


Thrce-Whcelers  as  a  Trade  Winner. 

The  new  Andrae  tricycle  or  tricycle  attach- 
ment promises  to  become  a  gold  mine  for  the 
Andrae  Company  and  their  agents.  Through 
this  machine,  it  is  said,  men  and  women  who 
were  too  old  or  who  never  gave  a  thought  to 
cycling  become  enthusiasts  and  buyers.  The 
Andrae  Company  is  advising  its  agents  that 
they  are  not  required  to  carry  a  complete  tri- 
cycle in  stock,  as  the  attachment  is  so  ar- 
ranged that  it  can  be  connected  to  any  wheel. 
In  this  way  it  created  a  sale  of  bicycles  among 
people  who  have  heretofore  refrained  from 
riding,  owing  to  various  objections  which  the 
safety  may  have  for  them.  The  tricycle 
attachment  can  also  be  arraiiged  for  a  car- 
rier-machine, and  its  value  in  varied  purposes 
is  unlimited.  Progressive  dealers  should  cor- 
respond with  the  Andrae  Company  regarding 
this  attachment. 


The  Demand  for  Steel  Balls. 

A  well-known  manufacturer  of  steel  balls 
ventured  the  opinion  the  other  day  that  there 
would  be  a  scarcity  in  his  product  this  win- 
ter. At  any  rate,  the  prices  are  bound  to  be 
considerably  higher  than  in  the  past  two 
years.  There  are  several  reasons  for  this. 
The  demand  for  balls  in  all  other  lines  of 
manufacture  is  increasing  at  such  an  aston- 
ishing rate  that  manufacturers  are  devoting 
more  attention  to  these  calls  because  better 
prices  are  insured.  He  claims  that  the  out- 
put of  balls  for  the  bicycle  trade  is  consider- 
ably smaller  than  it  was  two  or  three  years 
ago,  because  several  Eastern  concerns  have 
withdrawn  from  the  business.  One  of  the 
largest  plants  in  the  country  is  now  devoted 
exclusively  to  the  manufacture  of  balls  for 
the  concerns  in  the  American  Bicycle  Co.;  in 
fact,  this  plant  is  hardly  large  enough  to  sup- 
ply all  the  demands  from  the  combination 
factories. 


The  Banner  Automatic 
Adjusting  Bicycle  Pump. 

This  pump  uses  no  swivel  or  hose 
to  connect  to  tire  valve.  Simply  place 
the  metal  spout,  which  extends  from 
the  base,  over  the  tire  valve,  with 
foot  in  stirrup,  and  pump.  No  swivel 
to  leak  air.  ^o  hose  to  burst  open. 
It  will  outwear  ten  of  the  best  hose 
pumps,  as  there  is  nothing  to  wear 
out.  Fits  all  tires  Sold  by  all  job- 
bers.    Write  for  catalogue. 


D.  B.  SMITH  &  CO., 

Utica,  N.  Y„  U.S. 


A. 


ADLETS. 

Fop  Sale,  Exchaoge,  Etc.  —  Twenty-five  words, 
thirty-five  cents.  Eaoh  additional  word  two  cents. 
Cash  invariably  in  advance. 

Situations  and  Help  "Wanted. —  Answers  received 
in  confidence  and  forwarded  without  charge.  Kate: 
25  words,  one  time,  50  cents;  three  times,  $1.00;  50 
words,  one  time,  Jl.OO;  four  times,  $3.00;  76  words, 
one  time,  $L50;  four  times,  $5.00.  Displayed  adver- 
tisements: One-half  inch,  one  time,  $1.00;  four  times, 
$3.00;  one  inch,  one  time,  $1.50;  four  times,  $5.00. 

PATENTS.— H.  VV.  T.  Jenner,  patent  attorney  and 
^  mechanical  expert,  608  P  street,  Washington,  D. 
C.  Established  1883.  1  make  an  examination  free  of 
charge,  and  report  if  a  patent  can  be  had  and  exactly 
how  much  it  will  cost.     Send  for  circular. 

'p'OR  SALE — Our  process  of  making  composition 
■'■  cork  grips,  and  the  good  will  of  our  business; 
annual  sales  400,000  pairs.  'Ihe  L.  M.  Jones  Co., 
Station  A,  Winsted,  Conn. 

"XST ANTED — A  man  of  mechanical  ability  and  push 
_''  as  superintendent  of  manufacturing  department 
in  hardware  factory;  one  with  experience  in  bicycle 
work  preferred.  Address  "Hardware,"  care  The 
Wheel,   Box  444,  New   York  city. 

"DARGAINS— 500  Juveniles,  all  sizes;  lot  "Job"  '99 
-'-'  cycles;  Clipper  tires,  $2.20;  Hartford  seconds,  28x 
1%,  $2.75;  B.  &  VV.,  $2.10;  Goodyear,  $2.10;  Juveniles, 
$L65  to  $2.25  pr.;  lot  rawhide  saddles,  45c.;  Calkar 
lamps,  95c.;  toe  clips,  3c.  pr. ;  racing  style  saddles, 
35c.;  lot  soiled  Lenox  saddles,  25c.  ea. ;  Al  spokes, 
$6,  $10;  write  for  prices  on  anything.  Jandorf,  17  Bar- 
clay St.,  New  York. 

■\^  ANTED — Jobs   in  cycles;  frames,   bars,   sundries, 
tires;   large   or   small   lots;   cash   deal.     Jandorf, 
17  Barclay  St.,  New   York. 

T\7ANTED — Situation  by  a  man  of  four  years'  ex- 
••  perience;  have  spent  three  months  of  each  year 
looking  after  wholesale  trade;  have  managed  large  re- 
tail branch  balance  of  time;  best  of  references.  Ad- 
dress J.,  care  The  Wheel. 

"C^  OR  SALE — Elegant  bicycle  store,  shop,  tools, 
^  machinery,  etc.,  doing  good  business  in  one  of 
the  best  towns  on  Long  Island;  have  excellent  trade 
among  aristocracy  and  get  good  prices;  build  50 
special  wheels  per  season,  have  demand  for  more, 
at  prices  from  $50  to  $85;  no  debts;  everything  in 
first-class  shape;  this  is  a  rare  chance  for  energetic 
business  man.  Address  Chas.  W.  Wilcox,  P.  O.  Box 
444,    New   York. 

Xj^OR  SALE — A  bicycle  store  in  a  desirable  location 
^  on  New  York  city  boulevard  (Broadway)  belojv 
110th  St. ;  fully  equipped  repair  department,  with  up- 
to-date  machinery  and  tools;  owner  willing  to  sacri- 
fice the  good-will,  etc.,  of  this  business  in  order  to 
give  his  entire  attention  to  other  interests.  "For 
Sale,"    P.    O.    Box   444. 

SOLID  TRAINS   TO   ISORTaEBM   MICHIGAN. 

The  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  is 
now  running  solid  trains  of  palace  sleeping  cars, 
dining  cars  (serving  meals  a  la  carte)  and  first-class 
day  coaches  through  from  Chicago  to  Calumet, 
Houghton,  Hancock  and  other  points  in  the  Copper 
Country  without  change  of  cars,  with  direct  connec- 
tion for  Marquette,  Negaunee,  Ishpeming,  etc.,  and 
passengers  from  the  East,  South  and  Southwest  will 
find  this  a  most  desirable  route. 

All  coupon  ticket  agents  sell  tickets  via  the  Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee  &  St.   Paul  Railway. 

Look  at  Your  Teeth; 

they  need  cleaning.  Tartar  Tablets  will  quickly 
remove  all  discolorations.  No  acids  or  chemi- 
cals. Harmless  and  Pleasant.  Use  ordinary 
brush.  By  mail,  25c.  Tartar  Tablet  Co.,  489  5th 
Ave.,  N.   Y.   City. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 

IMPROVED   DINING   CAB  SERVICE. 

Nickel  Plate  Train  No.  3,  leaving  Buffalo  at  7.10 
a.  m.  daily,  has  a  dining  car  attached,  serving  break- 
fast immediately  after  departure  from  Buffalo.  Lun- 
cheon and  dinner  will  also  be  served  at  convenient 
hours.  The  meals  on  the  Nickel  Plate  dining  cars 
have  already  a  national  reputation  for  excellence, 
and  this  improved  service  will  no  doubt  be  appre- 
ciated by  the  patrons  of  the  popular  Nickel  Plate 
l-'oad. 


CU8HMAN  &    DENlvON,  MFRS.,  N£W  YORK. 
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DODGE  SERVES  NOTICES. 


in  charge  of  the  plant,  and  no  changes  are  to 
be  made  in  the  executive  force.  Tires  are  to 
be  made  for  wagons  as  well  as  bicycles. 


CUSTOMERS  OF  THE  INDIA  RUBBER  COMPANY,  OF  AKRON, 
WARNED  THAT  THAT  COMPANY  HAS  NO  LICENSE  TO  MAKE 
SINGLE-TUBE  TIRES— THE  MOVE  CAUSES  SPECULATION  BE- 
CAUSE THE  INDIA  RUBBER  COMPANY  IS  A  FLINT  CONCERN 
—COL.  DODGE  SAYS  HE  HAS  NOTIFIED  CUSTOMERS  OF  OTHER 
COMPANIES— OTHER  TIRE  NEWS. 


THE  India  Rubber  Co.,  of  Akron,  O.,  is 
a  powerful  factor  in  the  tire  trade,  par- 
ticularly in  low-priced  tires.  It  is  a  member 
of  the  Rubber  Goods  Mfg.  Co.,  which  is 
strongly  interested  in  the  control  of  the  Till- 
inghast  single-tube  tire  patent.  Therefore 
considerable  speculation  has  arisen  from  a 
story  that  customers  of  the  India  Rubber  Co., 
rather  than  customers  of  tire-makers  outside 
of  the  Rubber  Goods  Co.,  have  been  selected 
by  Col.  TheodoTC  A.  Dodge  in  inaugurating 
action  against  alleged  infringers  of  the  Till- 
inghast  patent. 

Various  India  Rubber  customers  have  re- 
ceived the  same  form  of  communication  from 
Col.  Dodge,  warning  them  against  buying 
tires  of  the  India  Rubber  Co.  Thi.s  notice 
is  in  accord  with  Col.  Dodge's  recent  dec- 
laration that  although  the  Rubber  Goods  Co. 
had  acquired  an  interest  in  his  patent,  and 
while  he  would  work  harmoniously  with  his 
new  associates,  that  would  not  prevent  him 
from  proceeding  against  concerns  in  the  Rub- 
ber Goods  Co.  which  might  infringe  upon 
his  patent. 

The  question  is  asked  among  tire  and  bi- 
cycle men  why  Col.  Dodge  proceeds  against 
the  India  Rubber  Co.  instead  of  against  out- 
siders, like  the  Diamond  Rubber  Co.  or  the 
Goodyear  people.  Two  theories  are  advanced 
by  adverse  critics  of  the  alleged  plan.  One  is 
that  the  India  people,  being  interested  in  the 
success  of  the  Tillinghast  patent,  would  be 
likely  to  make  a  weak  defense  and  so  enable 
Col.  Dodge  to  secure  an  injunction  easily. 
Another  is  that,  on  account  of  the  desirabil- 
ity of  securing  the  best  possible  prices  on 
tires,  this  method  is  adopted  to  scare  India 
Rubber  customers  into  countermanding  any 
orders  they  may  have  given  that  company  at 
supposedly  low  prices. 

"All  of  which,"  said  Col.  Dodge  yesterday, 
"is  bosh.  It  is  true  I  have  sent  notices  to 
customers  of  the  India  company,  but- 1  have 
also  notified  customers  of  other  concerns. 
Within  the  past  two  weeks  I  have  sent  out 
perhaps  2,000  svich  letters,     Yoq  can  say  this: 


I  will  not  pick  out  the  little  men.     I  will  start 
out  with  the  biggest  one  I  can  find." 

Mr.  Nally,  of  Stillwell  &  Nally,  the  India 
Rubber  representatives  in  New  York,  said: 
"You  can  state  positively  that  this  matter 
need  not  hinder  anybody  from  ordering  tires 
of  our  company." 

It   is    reported   that   Logan    &    Gregg.    ' 
Pittsburg  jobbers,  received  a  notice  from  Col. 
Dodge,  asked  the  India  Rubber  people  about 
protection,  and  after  correspondence  counter- 
manded an  order  and  will  order  elsewhere. 

Tire  Factory  Readjustments. 

Some  weeks  ago  The  Wheel  gave  voice  to 
the  conjectures  of  well-informed  persons  as 
to  probable  developments  among  tire  facto- 
ries, and  with  one  exception,  possibly  two, 
the  conjectures  were  correct.  Their  guess- 
ing was  probably  as  accurate  as  could  be, 
previous  to  the  recent  meeting  of  the  con- 
cerns in  the  Rubber  Goods  Mfg.  Co.,  when 
all  guessing  was  ended  by  definite  action.  The 
guessers  were  wrong  in  that  the  G.  &  J.  tire 
will  for  the  present  be  made  in  the  plant  of 
the  Indianapolis  Rubber  Co.,  under  the  name 
G.  &  J.  Tire  Co.,  instead  of  in  the  recently 
acquired  Mechanical  Fabric  plant  in  Provi- 
dence. The  Fabric  plant  will  continue  to 
make  Dunlop  tires,  and  the  Dunlop  plant  at 
Belleville,  N.  J.,  instead  of  being  transferred 
to  Providence,  will  be  enlarged  because  it  has 
shown  a  profit.  This  is  in  accord  with  Mr. 
Flint's  idea,  apparently,  of  preserving  indi- 
vidualities. 

The  tire  business  of  the  Peoria  Rubber  Sz 
Mfg.  Co.  merges  into  that  of  the  Indianapolis 
Rubber  Co.  As  previously  stated,  the  Peoria 
plant  will  be  used  on  mechanical  rubber 
goods. 

As  The  Wheel  stated  some  time  ago 
would  probably  happen,  the  plant,  stock  and 
good-will  of  the  tire  factory  of  the  New 
Brunswick  Rubber  Co.,  formerly  a  member 
of  the  United  States  Rubber  Co.,  has  passed 
to  the  control  of  the  Rubber  Goods  Mfg.  Co, 
President  James  P,   Langdon  is  to  continue 


Rumor  Hard  to  Down. 

While  it  is  known  that  there  have  been 
semi-serious  passages  between  the  Rubber 
Goods  Mfg.  Co.  and  the  Diamond  Rubber 
Co.  with  a  view  to  the  possible  sale  of  the 
latter  to  the  former,  those  well  informed  have 
stated  the  belief  that  no  actual  deal  was  pos- 
sible on  account  of  a  very  wide  difiference  of 
opinion  as  to  the  purchase  price.  Last  week, 
at  the  Diamond  Rubber  Co.'s  request,  The 
Wheel  stated  that  there  was  no  connection 
between  the  Diamond  Company  and  the  oth- 
er. A  few  days  ago  the  Diamond  people  were 
in  New  York.  Rumor  followed,  and  it  is  again 
gossiped  among  rubber  men  that  within  the 
past  two  or  three  days  an  option  upon  the 
Diamond  plant  has  been  given. 


A  Wood-Rim  Squeeze. 

A  gentleman  prominently  connected  with 
the  American  Wood  Rim  Co.  remarked  to  a 
Wheel  man  the  other  day  that  unless  manu- 
facturers turned  in  their  specifications  for 
rims  and  accepted  shipments  better  than  they 
had  been  doing  during  the  past  two  or  three 
weeks,  there  would  be  trouble  in  securing  the 
goods  later  on  when  they  will  be  badly  need- 
ed. He  stated  that  up  to  the  first  of  Decem- 
ber the  shipments  had  only  amounted  to  about 
40  per  cent  of  what  they  were  last  year,  al- 
though there  was  more  business  in  sight  than 
ever  before.  He  explained  that  because  of 
the  bulkiness  of  the  wood  rim  and  the  dififer- 
ent  varieties,  sizes  and  finishes  required  it 
was  impossible  to  lay  up  stocks,  as  could  be 
done  with  other  kinds  of  material.  By  recent 
changes  in  the  equipments  of  the  combination 
plants,  the  possible  output  is  greater  than 
ever  before,  amounting  to  something  like 
85,000  pairs  of  rims  and  guards  per  day,  but 
for  all  that  he  predicted  there  would  be 
trouble  later  on  in  coping  with  the  demand. 

The  American  Wood  Rim  Co.  is  devoting 
much  attention  to  investigations  in  large- 
sized  wood  rims  for  motor  vehicles,  and  is 
now  prepared  to  furnish  almost  anything  in 
that  line  that  is  required.  The  same  advan- 
tage that  is  admitted  for  the  wood  rim  for  bi- 
cycle use,  over  the  old  steel  rim,  is  claimed 
for  the  motor  vehicle  wood  rim.  The  steel 
rims  now  being  used  for  horseless  carriages 
are  of  very  deep  oval  section,  so  that  fully 
half  of  the  tire  is  seated  in  the  rim.  and  as  the 
resiliency  of  a  tire  depends  upon  the  section 
which  is  free,  it  is  claimed  that  a  pneumatic 
tire  mounted  on  a  wood  rim  gives  a  carriage 
much  easier  draught  than  when  mounted  on 
a  steel  rim. 
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DECISION  IN  THE  TIRE-ELIID  LITIGATION. 


Buffalo,  Dec.  11.— The  Buffalo  Specialty 
'SUg.  Co.'s  |5.(Ki(l  damage  suit  in  the  Supreme 
Court  against  the  G.  W.  Cole  Co.,  to  which 
the  latter's  attorneys,  Steuart  &  Steuart,  of 
New  York,  entered  a  demurrer  some  time 
ago,  came  up  for  argument  before  Justice 
Robert  C.  Titus  of  the  Supreme  Court,  on 
November  14  last.  Mr.  James  L.  Steuart 
came  to  Buffalo  to  represent  defendant's  case, 
while  the  plaintiff  was  represented  by  Mr.  E. 
G.  Mansfield.  Judge  Titus  last  Thursday 
granted  the  plaintiff  the  following  judgment: 

"This  cause  having  been  regularly  brought 
on  for  trial  upon  the  issues  of  law  formed  by 
the  plaintiff's  complaint  and  the  defendants' 
demurrer,  on  the  ground  that  the  complaint 
does  not  state  facts  suiTicient  to  constitute  a 
cause  of  action,  at  a  November  trial  term  of 
this  Court,  held  at  the  city  and  county  hall,  in 
the  City  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  before  the  Hon. 
Robert  C.  Titus,  one  of  the  justices  thereof, 
who  having  heard  the  parties  by  their  counsel, 
and  after  due  deliberation  has  duly  made  and 
filed  his  decision  in  writing,  overruling  the 
said  demurrer  of  the  defendants  with  costs  to 
the  plaintiff  and  directing  interlocutory  judg- 
ment to  be  entered. 

"Now,  on  motion  of  E.  G.  Mansfield,  attor- 
ney for  the  plaintiff. 

"It  is  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed,  in  ac- 


cordance with  said  decision,  that  the  de- 
murrer of  the  defendants  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is  in  all  parts  and  things  overruled 
with  costs  to  the  plaintiff,  with  leave,  how- 
ever, to  the  defendants,  within  20  days  after 
the  filing  of  said  decision  to  answer  the  com- 
plaint herein  upon  the  payment  of  said  costs, 
and  in  case  of  the  failure  of  the  defendants  to 
comply  with  the  terms  hereby  imposed  or 
directions  hereby  given,  the  said  plaintiff  shall 
be  entitled  to  final  judgment  nerein  for  the 
relief  demanded  in  the  complaint." 

This  action  grew  out  of  the  tire-fluid  war 
between  the  Buffalo  Specialty  Mfg.  Co.,  own- 
ers of  the  Duryea  patent,  the  G.  W.  Cole 
Co.  and  others,  and  has  been  pending  for 
some  time,  the  G.  W.  Cok  Co.  having  been 
served  with  the  papers  in  this  suit  last  May. 

Secretary  Slee,  of  the  G.  W.  Cole  Co., 
writes  to  The  Wheel  as  follows:  "Our  at- 
torneys entered  a  demurrer  of  the  whole  case. 
Granting  all  we  said  was  true,  there  was  noth- 
ing libelous  in  our  statements.  The  Judge 
has  decided  the  case  in  their  favor,  which  sim- 
ply means  that  we  will  have  to  go  to  trial  and 
prove  our  case,  which  we  have  every  confi- 
dence in  being  able  to  do.  This  suit  has 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  Duryea  tire- 
fluid  patent." 


INTERESTING  TO  THOSE  WHO  HAVE  GOODS  TO  SELL. 


Wants  American  Prices. 

J.  H.  Carlson,  formerly  a  dealer  in  Morris- 
town,  N.  J.,  is  now  located  in  Muncrud, 
Munkfors,  Sweden.  He  writes  to  The 
Wheel  that  he  desires  to  import  into  Sweden 
American  bicycles  and  sundries,  and  would 
like  to  receive  1900  prices. 

Want  a  French  Branch? 

Among  the  trans-atlantic  visitors  to  this 
country  is  Mr.  H.  E.  Watson,  who  has  been 
in  the  English  and  French  cycle  trade  for 
years.  Mr.  Watson  has  made  a  thorough 
study  of  French  trade,  and,  believing  that 
there  is  a  great  future  for  American  cycles  in 
that  country,  has  come  over  here  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  arrangements  to  handle  the 
output  of  some  concern.     Mr.  Watson  should 


be  in  a  position,  on  account  of  his  rare  knowl- 
edge of  the  foreign  trade,  to  be  of  great  ser- 
vice to  some  American  concern  seeking  a 
foreign  outlet.  His  address  for  the  next  two 
weeks  is  138  West  Thirty-sixth  street,  New 
York  City. 

Wants  a  New  Line  of  Wheels. 

Henry  Thornton,  the  well  known  dealer 
of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  wants  to  hear  from  bicycle 
makers  who  are  not  represented  in  Atlanta. 
His  letterhead  shows  that  he  has  handled 
Sterling  bicycles. 

Sundries  for  Export  Wanted. 

Glaenzer  Freres  &  Rheinboldt,  26-28  Wash- 
ington place,  New  York,  desires  to  receive 
catalogues  from  American  manufacturers  of 
sundries  and  novelties  in  the  bicycle  business. 


TAKING  OP   SPACE  fOR  CYCLE  SHOW  STOPS  TEMPORARILY. 


Up  to  Tuesday  morning  no  additional 
spaces  had  been  taken  since  last  week  for  the 
Madison  Square  Garden  show,  January  20-27. 
Of  the  177  main  floor  spaces  the  A.  B.  C.  has 
104,  and  only  seven  remain  unsold.  Of  the  66 
gallery  spaces  eight  have  been  taken  and  op- 
tions are  out  on  11. 

A  feature  of  the  A.  B.  C.  exhibits  at  the 
show  will  be  the  grouping  of  lines  of  wheels 
in  accordance  with  the  recently  adopted  plan 
of  selling  the  lines  of  several  concerns  through 
the  sales  department  of  one  of  the  concerns. 


A  special  group  exhibit  will  be  made  of  job- 
bing wheels,  and  another  of  parts. 

More  English  Cycle  Shows. 

England's  National  and  Stanley  shows  are 
over,  but  there  will  be  others,  as  follows: 
Birmingham,  January  25  to  February  3;  Brad- 
ford, January  13  to  20;  Edinburgh,  February 
10  to  27;  Glasgow,  January  26  to  February  3; 
Manchester,  February  9  to  17;  Manchester, 
February  16  to  24;  Northampton,  February  12 
to  16. 


The  Lozier  Launch  Factory. 

Toledo,  Dec.  12. — It  can  be  stated  with  ab- 
solute certainty,  despite  all  reports  to  the 
contrary,  that  the  new  Lozier  naphtha  launch 
company  will  locate  in  Toledo.  This  infor- 
mation  comes     from   an   undisputed     source. 


The  same  author  states  that  the  present  ar- 
rangement, that  of  making  the  launches  at 
the  Lozier  bicycle  factory,  will  be  continued 
at  least  until  such  time  as  the  new  concern 
can  get  a  factory  built.  It  is  almost  certain 
that   no   arrangement   can   be   made   with   the 


A.  B.  C.  for  the  Viking  factory,  although  that 
site  would  be  an  ideal  one  for  the  purpose, 
as  a  miniature  lake  near  it  would  give  the  op- 
portunity to  try  the  launches  before  they  are 
sent  out.  It  is  expected  that  it  will  be  fully 
a  year  before  the  new  factory  can  be  put  in 
running  order.  E.  R.  Lozier  is  making  fre- 
quent trips  to  this  city,  completing  the  details 
for  the  new  concern.  There  is  considerable 
talk  here  as  to  why  the  A.  B.  C.  stoipped  the 
removal  of  machinery  from  the  Viking  fac- 
tory. Some  say  that  it  was  being  removed 
without  A.  B.  C.  authority. 


incorporations. 

The  Hirsh  Aluminum  Plating  Co.,  of  Chi- 
cago, has  changed  its  name  to  the  Illinois 
Automobile  Co.,  and  will  manufacture  auto- 
mobiles. 

Canfield  Brake  Co.,  Corning,  N.  Y.  manu- 
facturing bicycle  brakes,  etc.  Capital,  $8,- 
000.  Incorporators:  R.  H.  Canfield,  J.  E. 
Maltby,  T.  G.  Hawkes,  I.  A.  Weston,  F. 
Land. 

American  Cutocycle  Supply  Co.,  Charles- 
ton, S.  C,  manufacturing  and  dealing  in  cy- 
cles and  cycle  supplies.  Capital,  $100,000.  In- 
corporators: H.  B.  Smith,  S.  L.  Flourney,  G. 
B.  Price,  L.  A.  Barber,  R.  P.  Flourney. 

New  Brunswick  Tire  Co.  Principal  office, 
the  Corporation  Trust  Co.  Building,  Jersey 
City,  N.  J.  Manufacture  bicycle  and  other 
tires.  Capital,  $250,000.  Incorporators: 
James  P.  Langdon,  Wm.  Sanford,  Wm.  A. 
Towner,  Walter  D.  Walker,  Benjamin  J. 
Downer. 


Starkweather's  New  Venture. 

W.  H.  Starkweather,  formerly  of  the  Mil- 
waukee Engineering  Co.,  which  passed  into 
the  hands  of  the  A.  B.  C,  is  one  of  the  incor- 
porators of  the  Milwaukee  Automobile  Co.. 
capital  stock  $100,000.  Mr.  Starkweather 
says  that  the  capital  will  be  mostly  local,  and 
that  there  will  be  plenty  of  it.  Various  styles 
of  automobile  vehicles  will  be  manufactured. 
The  motor  power  will  he  steam,  and  will  be 
an  average  of  six  horse-poweT  for  the  first  ve- 
hicles that  will  be  made — two-seated  run- 
abouts with  bicycle  wheels.  Mr.  Starkweath- 
er has  not  yet  disclosed  the  patents  which  the 
company  will  use.  The  purpose  is  to  use  the 
former  factory  of  the  Milwaukee  Engineering 
Co.  and  to  buy  outright  the  machinery  still 
left  in  it,  and  to  add  new  machinery  if  satis- 
factory arrangements  can  be  made.  A  meet- 
ing for  the  election  of  officers  will  be  held 
when  $60,000  of  the  capital  stock  has  been 
subscribed. 

It  is  understood  that  C.  S.  Smith,  formerly 
of  the  C.  J.  Smith  &  Sons  Co.,  now  A.  B.  C. 
parts  makers,  also  contemplates  the  manu- 
facture of  automobiles. 


Mr.  Day  Must  Recuperate. 

George  H.  Day's  physician,  who  is  also  his 
brother-in-law,  has  announced  that  Mr.  Day 
has  so  far  recovered  from  his  attack  of  ty- 
phoid fever  as  to  be  safe.  But  it  is  under- 
stood that  he  will  have  to  go  south  for  sev- 
eral months  before  be  will  again  be  ready  for 
harness. 
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NEWS  ABOUT  THE  BIG 

ALPHABETICAL  AGGREGATION, 


Who  Succeeds  Burwell? 

Toledo,  Dec.  9. — The  announcement  made 
by  H.  A.  Lozier,  Sr.,  in  this  city  a  few  days 
ago,  that  Superintendent  Burwell,  of  the  A. 
B.  C,  will  be  with  the  Lozier  people  in  their 
new  factory,  which  will  turn  out  naphtha 
launches,  has  caused  some  speculation  among 
bicycle  men  as  to  who  would  succeed  him  as 
manager  of  the  A.  B.  C.  plants  in  this  city. 
It  is  not  probable  that  Mr.  Burwell  will  re- 
tain his  place  as  manager  of  both  the  bicycle 
factories  and  the  launch  factory.  Mr.  Bur- 
well declined  to  be  interviewed  in  connec- 
tion with  this  change,  and  said  that  his  plans 
are  not  yet  complete.  There  is  scarcely  a 
man  in  Toledo  who  would  be  placed  at  the 
head  of  A.  B.  C.  business  at  this  time.  Mr. 
Eager,  of  the  Viking,  has  taken  another  po- 
sition, and  no  other  names  are  on  the  eligi- 
ble list.  It  is  believed  that  if  Mr.  Burwell 
changes  an  outside  man  will  be  brought  here 
by  the  A.  B.  C.  to  take  charge  of  the  plants. 

Viking  Dismantling  Checi<ed. 

Toledo,  Dec.  9. — There  has  been  a  hall 
called  in  the  dismantling  of  the  Viking  fac- 
tory by  the  A.  B.  C.  It  is  not  known  by  any 
one  in  the  city  why  this  has  been  done.  Near- 
ly all  the  big  machinery  at  the  Viking 
has  been  sent  over  to  the  Lozier,  and  the 
dismantled  factory  is  in  no  way  prepared  to 
turn  out  wheels.  Mr.  Burwell  claims  he  does 
not  know  what  will  be  done  with  the  remain- 
der of  the  machinery,  as  he  has  not  received 


orders.  The  Colton  plant  is  almost  com- 
pletely dismantled.  Some  additional  men  are 
being  put  on  at  the  Lozier  plant. 

Toledo's  A.  B.  C.  Retail  Store. 

Toledo,  Dec.  9.— The  firm  of  J.  G.  Swinde- 
man  &  Co.  will  have  charge  of  the  A.  B.  C. 
goods  in  this  city.  Mr.  Swindeman  will  be 
the  active  manager,  and  the  company  is  said 
to  be  a  couple  of  prominent  bankers  of  the 
city.  The  location  of  the  salesroom  will 
probably  be  changed,  although  no  definite 
arrangements  have  been  made.  In  addition 
to  the  bicycle  b.usiness  the  firm  will  carry  a 
full  line  of  the  Lozier  launches  and  engines, 
besides  sporting  goods,  both  retail  and  as 
jobbers. 

Toledo,  Dec.  12.— The  J.  G.  Swindeman 
Co.,  which  is  to  handle  the  A.  B.  C.  wheels, 
this  week  secured  a  salesroom  in  one  of  the 
best  locations  in  the  city,  and  will  at  once  fit 
up  a  palatial  store.  Arrangements  will  be 
made  at  once  to  move  the  stock  now  on  hand 
and  the  new  store  will  be  opened  before  the 
holidays. 

A  Toledo  Buzz. 

Toledo,  Dec.  12. — Rumors  of  the  visit  of  a 
prominent  official  of  the  A.  B.  C.  were  cur- 
rent during  the  earlier  days  of  the  week,  al- 
though no  one  seems  to  have  seen  the  gentle- 
man.    It  has  been  said  that  an  auditor  of  the 


The  A.  B.  C.  in  Canada. 

Prominent  among  the  other  advertise- 
ments in  Canadian  cycling  journals  are  the 
double-page  announcements  of  Canada's  own 
Combine,  the  Canada  Cycle  and  Motor  Co., 
and  the  A.  B.  C.-in-Canada,  called  The  Na- 
tional Cycle  and  Automobile  Co.     The  former 


splendid  values  in  cheaper  lines."  The  Amer- 
ican Company  also  publishes  in  its  ad.  a  list 
of  its  traveling  men  and  their  territories. 
Nine  travelers  are  named.  The  advertisement 
also  contains  an  appeal  to  Canadian  good-will 
by  way  of  an  illustration,  set  in  the  centre  of 
the  advertisement  and  entitled  "Greatest  Tan- 
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advertises  five  lines  of  wheels.  The  latter  dem  Team  on  Earth."  The  illustration  is  re- 
presents the  E.  &  D.,  Columbia,  Tribune,  produced  h^re.  Observe  that  the  Lion  is  in 
Sterling,  Crawford,  Spalding,  Stearns,  Ramb-  front,  doing  the  work,  while  the  Eagle  al- 
ler.  Monarch,  Fay  and  Fanning  juveniles,  most  lifts  the  rear  saddle,  in  his  eagerness  to 
"and  many  others."     "Also  a  complete  list  of  look  for  business  over  the  Lion's  head, 


company  was  here  looking  over  the  Viking 
plant,  but  his  name  did  not  appear  on  the  ho- 
tel register,  and  none  of  the  interested  par- 
ties saw  him.  No  startling  orders  have  been 
received  by  any  of  the  A.  B.  C.  people,  and 
if  this  mysterious  visitor  was  here  he  kept 
under  cover  and  made  little  noise. 

A.  B.  C.  Securities. 

James  R.  Keene,  Wall  street  leader,  pre- 
dicts still  further  decline  in  industrial  and  oth- 
er stocks.  Such  decline  would  naturally  af- 
fect the  good  and  the  bad  together.  A.  B. 
C.   securities  are  practically  inactive. 

BONDS. 

Bid.        Asked. 
Tuesday,    Dec.    5 90  91 

Wednesday,    Dec.   6 90  91 

Thursday,   Dec.   7 90  91 

Friday,    Dec.   8 90  91 

Saturday,  Dec.   9 90  91 

Monday,    Dec.    11 90  91 

Tuesday,    Dec.    12 90  91 

PREFERRED  STOCK. 

Bid.        Asked. 
Tuesday,    Dec.    5 56  60 

Wednesday,    Dec.    6 —  60 

Thursday,   Dec.   7 58  60 

Friday,    Dec.   8 —  60 

Saturday,   Dec.  9 —  60 

Monday,    Dec.    11 —  60 

Tuesday,    Dec.   12 —  60 

COMMON   STOCK. 

Bid.        Asked. 
Tuesday,    Dec.    5 15  20 

Wednesday,    Dec.    6 15  20 

Thursday,    Dec.   7 18  20 

Friday,   Dec.   8 —  20 

Saturday,    Dec.    9 —  20 

Monday,    Dec.    11 —  20 

Tuesday,    Dec.    12 16  20 


Harry  Cassady's  Mission. 

Recently  it  was  reported  from  Toledo  that 
the  object  of  the  visit  there  of  Harry  Cassady, 
who  is  associated  with  Mr.   Bromley,   of  the 

A.  B.  C,  was  to  ascertain  the  willingness  of 
certain  concerns  there  to  sell  out  to  the  A. 

B.  C.  It  appears  that  this  report  was  erron- 
eous, as  his  call  upon  one  of  the  concerns  was 
with  reference  to  the  furnishing  of  brazed 
goods  by  that  concern  to  the  A.  B.  C. 

How  the  Letters  Are  Signed. 

Until  recently  letters  written  by  the  con- 
cerns in  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  were 
signed  by  the  companies  as  "divisions"  of  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.  Since  the  grouping 
of  sales  departments  has  occurred  letters  are 
signed  like  this:  American  Bicycle  Co., 
Monarch  Sales  Department,  by  Oliver  C. 
Hutchinson,  Sales  Manager,  or  like  this, 
American   Bicycle    Co.,   Waverley    Factory. 

The  Eastern  Lamb  Group. 

As  originally  decided,  A.  B.  Barkman  will 
manage  the  sales  department  of  the  Lamb 
group  of  'bicycles  (the  Spalding,  Ames  & 
Frost,  Crawford  and  Nyack).  Office  furni- 
ture, etc.,  have  been  moved  from  the  Lamb 
office  in  Springfield  to  83  Chambers  street, 
New  York. 

In  the  Waverley  factory. 

At  present  the  Waverley  factory  in  Indian- 
apolis is  very  ibusy  with  automobile  work, 
and  the  forge  shop  and  some  other  machin- 
ery are  being  pushed  on  certain  bicycle  parts. 
As  recently  stated,  the  Waverley  bicycle  will 
not  be  taken  off  the  market.  There  is  a  de- 
mand for  it  which  will  be  filled. 
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No.  270. 


No.  260. 


No.  210. 
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No.  30. 
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No.  10. 


No.  101. 


THESE    ARE    NOT 

all   the 

TOOL-BAGS 

we   make, 

BUT  JUST  A  FEW  SAMPLES 
to  show  you  that  we  are 

RIGHT   IN    LINE    FOR   ANYTHING 
YOU    MAY   WANT. 


The  Quality  and  Price  are  Guaranteed. 

SEND     FOR     CATALOGUE. 


No.  10— Ladies',  Black,  Brown  or  Tan,  Gra 
"    30— Men's,        "    '        "  "  « 

"  116-     " 
"  151— Ladies', 
"  210-     " 
i(  260-     " 

((  280 " 

"  101— Men's, 
"  108-      " 
"  160-     " 

a  220 " 

a  270 " 
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n  or  Pebble  Leather 

AMERICAN  SADDLE  CO.,  Elyria.  Ohio. 
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No.  108. 


No.  116. 


No.  151. 


No.  220. 


No.  160. 
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REAL  BANKRUPTS  AND  FRAIDS. 


EC.  BRANDENBURG,  in  charge  of  bankruptcy  matters 
,  in  the  Attorney  General's  office  in  Washington,  has 
compiled  a  report,  to  be  submitted  to  Congress,  on  the  first 
year's  operation  of  the  new  national  bankruptcy  law.  The  re- 
port says: 

The  operation  of  the  present  law  during  the  past  year  has  demon- 
strated that  it  lacks  many  of  the  inherent  defects  of  the  previous  laws, 
but  has  others  which  need  legislative  action  for  its  perfection  to  sat- 
isfy the  demands  of  the  commercial  world.  It  may  be  safely  said  that 
the  interests  of  the  debtor  class  have  been  carefully  guarded  by  the 
framers  of  the  present  law,  but  in  so  doing  its  practical  operation  has 
demonstrated  that  certain  opportunities  for  fraud  exist,  which  Con- 
gress clearly  never  intended  but  could  hardly  foresee. 

The  above  conclusion  is  based  upon  court  reports  received 
by  the  Department  of  Justice,  covering  22,000  cases  of  volun- 
tary and  involuntary  bankruptcy — more  than  twice  the  total 
number  of  civil  suits,  to  which  the  United  States  was  not  a 
party,  brought  during  the  past  year  in  the  circuit  and  district 
courts.  It  appears  that  in  Delaware  and  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
particularly,  the  voluntary  bankrupt  has  been  plentiful,  in  fact 
out  of  all  proportion  to  the  density  of  population,  as  com- 
pared with  other  parts  of  the  country.  In  all,  for  the  year, 
ending  September  30,  1899,  as  many  as  19,559  voluntary  peti- 
tioners were  adjudicated  bankrupts,  and  10,883  were  dis- 
charged of  all  their  obligations.  The  total  assets  scheduled 
were  scarcely  more  than  ten  per  cent,  of  the  liabilities.  In 
more  than  half  of  the  cases  no  assets  whatever  were  sched- 
uled. Wage-earners  comprised  nearly  one-third  of  the  peti- 
tioners, and  merchants  nearly  one-third.  Of  manufacturers 
there  were  430,  of  contractors,  hotel-keepers  and  others  of  a 
miscellaneous  character,  nearly  one-third  of  the  total  volun- 
tary bankrupts.  The  involuntary  bankrupts,  not  treated 
above,  totaled  less  than  2,000. 

It  is  easily  apparent  from  the  above  that  the  passing  of 
this  law,  so  generous  in  its  provisions  for  the  individual,  has 
either  not  decreased  actual  bankruptcy  or  has   greatly   in- 


creased the  family  of  human  crooks.  It  needs  amending,  for 
the  benefit  of  creditors  chiefly,  and  in  other  respects  as  well. 

It  should  accord  the  right  of  voluntary  bankruptcy  to  cor- 
porations. At  present  they  are  forced  to  by  a  process  of  eva- 
sion first  commit  an  act  of  bankruptcy  and  then  have  pro- 
ceedings in  involuntary  bankruptcy  instituted.  This  means 
money  for  lawyers  and  hardship  to  individual  investors  in  cor- 
porations. 

There  should  be  uniformity  in  all  States  as  to  the  maximum 
homestead  exemption  of  the  bankrupt. 

The  present  law  is  better  than  the  former  one — more  in  ac- 
cord with  the  true  idea  of  a  bankruptcy  law — in  that  it  does 
not  insist  upon  the  assets  of  the  debtor  bearing  a  certain  ratio 
to  his  liabilities  before  a  discharge  is  granted.  But  it  is 
obvious  that  the  same  debtor,  if  his  failure  demonstrates  busi- 
ness inefficiency,  should  not  be  permitted  to  go  through  in- 
voluntary bankruptcy  a  second  and  third  time  without  beino- 

o 

compelled  to  pay  a  portion  of  the  debts  caused  by  his  ineffi- 
ciency. It  may  be  argued  that  creditors  deserve  what  they  get, 
but  the  argument  would  be  unfair.  The  law  can  and  should 
protect  the  community  against  both  inefficiency  and  dis- 
honesty. 

The  law  should  protect  creditors  against  fraudulent  conceal- 
ment of  true  conditions  by  the  bankrupt.  The  law  does  say 
that  discharge  shall  be  refused  if  "fraudulent  intent  to  conceal" 
is  shown,  but  the  burden  of  proof,  impossible  in  many  cases, 
rests  upon  the  creditors. 

The  law  does  not  provide  against  the  debtor  securing  addi- 
tional credit  through  misrepresentation  of  assets.  In  such 
cases  discharge  should  most  certainly  be  refused  and  a  severe 
penalty  should  be  provided  for  an  actual  bankrupt  who  gets 
more  credit  through  misrepresentation. 

The  law  says  that  if  it  is  found,  after  a  discharge  in  bank- 
ruptcy is  granted,  that  the  debtor  illegally  transferred  prop- 
erty, the  creditors  have  the  right  of  recovery.  This  means 
catching  a  bird  that  has  flown.  It  seems  that  the  act  itself 
should  act  as  a  bar  to  the  bankrupt's  discharge,  and  possibly 
the  act  should  be  made  an  offense,  punishable. 

A  man  may  ask  for  discharge  from  his  debts  as  a  bankrupt 
without  paying  any  fees  whatever,  if  it  is  evident  that  he  is 
utterly  a  pauper.  But  few  bankrupts  are  utter  paupers,  and, 
that  being  so,  larger  fees  should  be  paid.  Ten  dollars  to  the 
court  clerk,  a  like  amount  to  the  investigating  referee  and  five 
dollars  to  the  trustee  are  entirely  inadequate  to  the  work  per- 
formed. The  interests  of  all  require  that  the  referee,  at  least, 
should  do  his  work  well.  No  intelligent  man-  desires  to  pre- 
pare a  conscientious  report  in  even  the  simplest  bank- 
ruptcy case  for  the  sum  of  ten  dollars.  The  service  required 
of  the  trustee  is  also  very  exacting. 

A  beneficent  law,  but  one-sided  and  imperfect.  Its  imper- 
fections cannot  be  remedied  too  quickly,  and  readers  of  The 
Wheel  should  not  hesitate  to  express  their  views  to  their 
Congressional  and  Senatorial  representatives. 


ON  THE  SAG. 


JAMES  R.  KEENE,  who  is  a  connoisseur  of  the  stock 
ticker,  says  that  Wall  Street  is  going  lower.  Mr.  Keene 
is  right.  Signs  of  the  times  all  read  that  Mr.  Keene's  predic- 
tion is  truth.  Wall  Street  reached  topnotch  six  months  be- 
fore the  butcher,  the  baker  and  the  candlestick-maker  felt 
their  first  breath  of  the  much-talked-of  prosperity  with  which 
the  country  is  now  clothed. 
Wall  Street  history,  from  the  day  of  its  first  gamble  Up  to 
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date,  is  indisputable  proof  that  the  Street  always  discounts 
things.  It  is  the  advance  courier  of  a  tendency.  Prosperity 
is  here.  No  denying  that.  Yet  Wall  Street  is  far  below  its 
topnotch  and  is  sinking  daily,  and  it  seems  to  be  very  much 
bent  upon  spelling  the  word  bottom  with  a    large  B. 

Why?  Because  things  are  going  to  happen,  and  Wall 
Street  knovvs  it.  It's  up  a  tree  and  sees  the  head  of  a  proces- 
sion long  before  the  man  on  the  curb. 

Wall  Street  sees  that  commercial  readjustment  is  "blowing 
our  way,"  as  the  weather  man  says.  Wall  Street  sees  a  subtle 
and  all-inclusive  readjustment  of  property  values,  of  commer- 
cial net  profits,  of  general  commercial  operations.  It  also  sees 
Bryan — not  the  old  10-to-l  Bryan,  but  a  Bryan  who,  since  his 
first  appearance  as  a  national  figure,  has  come  to  stand  for 
"the  people." 

Wall  Street  doesn't  trust  "the  people."  It  never  can  tell 
what  "the  people"  will  do.  And  again,  above  all,  Wall  Street, 
deep  down  in  its  pocket,  doesn't  believe  in  the  stability  of 
many  of  the  so-called  trusts,  and  is  looking  for  financial  pyro- 
technics before  the  next  twentieth  moon. 


SHARK  or  fool — the  man  who  doesn't  show  consideration 
for  the  publisher  of  a  trade  journal,  in  the  matter  of  read- 
ing notices.  And  the  publisher  who  announces  that  his  publi- 
cation is  a  garbage  barrel,  wherein  "any  old  thing"  will  be 
printed  at  the  request  of  the  reading-notice  fiend,  is  classifiable 
under  both  heads.  This  is  a  very  funny  world,  and  one  of  the 
very  funniest  facts  in  it  is  that  people  will  so  often  neglect  con- 
siderations far  more  important  to  their  own  interests,  and  run 
after  something  that  is  free.  The  sure-enough,  hopelessly 
gone  reading-notice  fiend  exemplifies  this.  He  will  not  read 
the  long-winded  specifications  of  his  competitor's  bicycles,  but 
he  will  waste  valuable  time  trying  to  get  his  own  into  print 
without  cost.  He  is  a  curious  phenomenon,  is  uncertain  in 
his  temper,  and  needs  gingerly  handling — like  this. 

*  4S-  * 

ONE  of  the  curious  figures  of  the  hour  is  Mr.  Charles  T. 
Yerkes,  of  Chicago.  Mr.  Yerkes  will  shortly  re- 
move to  New  York,  bringing  with  him  anywhere  from  four- 
teen to  forty  millions.  Mr.  Yerkes  doesn't  believe  in  trusts, 
and  thinks  that  a  man  who  wants  to  be  a  society  star  is  crazy. 
He  supplements  his  thought  with  this  corruscating  idea,  that 
a  man  who  speculates  in  Wall  Street  is  an  idiot.  All  of  which 
leads  us  to  believe  that  Mr.  Yerkes  must  be  of  his  kind  unique, 
curious  and  exceptional,  and  one  wonders  what  Mr.  Yerkes 
earned  his  millions  for.  A  non-believer  in  trusts,  a  disbeliever 
in  society,  and  a  sneerer  at  Wall  Street,  surely  he  must  have 
some  deep  wells  in  his  mind,  and  must  get  an  enjoyment  out 
of  life  different  from  that  of  the  average  man. 


M 


OST  of  the  newspapers  of  this  country  show  very  little 
well-directed  intelligence  in  their  news  or  editorial 
treatment  of  cycling.  There  are  occasional  exceptions.  The 
"Sun"  is  one.  The  Chicago  "Tribune"  is  another,  editorially; 
in  its  news  department  cycling  is  slighted.  There  should  be 
a  very  much  larger  percentage  of  newspapers  on  the  intelli- 
gent side  of  the  matter.  Manufacturers,  jobbers  and  dealers 
who  advertise  locally  can  increase  the  percentage,  and  would 
greatly  help  themselves  by  doing  so. 


ONE  of  the  preliminaries  to  almost  every  big  business 
function  in  England,  such  as  a  cycle  show,  is  a  feed 
for  all  concerned.  The  Rudge-Whitworth  Co.,  manufactur- 
ing bicycles,  opened  its  new  selling  season  recently  by  serv- 


ing a  Hotel  Cecil  dinner  to  its  several  hundred  agents.  An 
amusing  incident  occurred.  The  toastmaster  made  a  speech, 
in  which  he  pretended  to  welcome  American  competition  be- 
cause he  had  every  reason  to  believe  the  Americans  could  not 
compete  with  his  company.  Says  the  report:  "To  this  toast 
several  agents  responded."  Nothing  so  easy  as  dinner-table 
bravery.   Whatever  the  enemy  may  do  to  you  elsewhere,  there 

you  can  settle  his  hash. 

*  *     * 

AUCTION  sales  are  rife  in  Sydney,  Australia,  and  a  writer 
in  the  "Australian  Cyclist"  says  many  of  the  machines 
sold  are  American  trash,  shipped  there  for  auction  purposes. 
At  Parramatta  the  same  writer  saw  "the  sprocket  wheel  of  one 
of  these  machines  actually  twisted  by  pressure  of  the  hands."  If 
this  is  true — if  the  "American"  machine  did  not  grow  in  Bel- 
gium, like  the  one  which  was  so  conspicuously  maltreated  and 
derided  under  the  instructions  of  Editor  Stormey,  of,  England 
— then  may  we  suffer  what  we  deserve. 

*  *     * 

WHEN  several  previously  competitive  lines  of  bicycles 
are  thrown  together  and  all  offered  to  the  dealers  by 
one  salesman,  the  operation  of  the  process  of  elimination  is 
so  obviously  hastened  that  the  only  sensible  conclusion  is  that 
the  elimination  is  earnestly  desired.  In  any  event,  elimination 
is  inevitable,  and  the  method  indicated  is  a  good  way  by  which 
to  accomplish  it.  It  is  natural,  non-revolutionary,  and  is  less 
likely  than  a  more  radical  method  to  produce  a  vacuum. 

*  *     * 

A  CANADIAN  newspaper  editor  glorifies  the  national 
policy  which  forced  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  to  manti- 
facture  in  Canada,  to  avoid  the  ad  valorem  tariff.  Better  cause 
for  chortling  would  have  been  Canadian  ability  to  ship  or 
manufacture  Canadian  bicycles  here. 

*  »     « 

MORE  than  ever  before  the  early  bird  is  catching  the 
worm.  Many  dealers  show  impatience  and  close 
with  the  first  representative  of  a  desirable  wheel  who  comes 
along. 


PRESENT  USES  OE  THE  BICYCLE. 

[A''.    Y.  Evening  Sun.'] 

The  officers  of  a  Chicago  cycling  club  recently  announced  that  if 
its  character  were  not  extended  to  social  uses  it  would  have  to  close. 
The  reason  advanced  was  that  the  pastime  had  declined  so  much  in 
favor  that  the  club  dues  did  not  meet  its  expenses.  Much  the  same 
has  been  heard  from  other  parts  of  the  country;  and  there  are  other 
signs  that  the  popularity  of  the  bicycle  is  no  longer  a  craze.  The 
country  roads,  except  in  the  vicinity  of  pleasure  resorts,  are  no  longer 
sought  by  troops  of  wheelmen,  and  any  hotel-keeper  will  tell  you 
that  his  receipts  from  their  patronage  have  fallen  very  low.  There 
has  been  a  heavy  decline  in  exports  of  bicycles,  and  concentration  of 
capital  for  the  manufacture  of  them  tells  a  story  of  the  necessity  of 
'curtailing  expenses. 

There  has  been  much  comment  on  the  decline  in  favor  of  the  bicy- 
cle, and  most  of  it  takes  the  form  of  the  judgment  that  it  has  come  to 
be  regarded  as  a  useful  means  of  locomotion,  as  the  best  means  of  get- 
ting from  place  to  place.  Little  is  said  about  the  healthful  tone  to  be 
derived  from  it,  and  less  about  the  amusement.  For  persons  of  mod- 
erate means  the  bicycle  will  always  remain  an  indispensable  aid  to 
both,  as  it  will  always  be  a  substitute  for  the  horse,  the  carriage,  and 
even  the  railroad  or  electric  car.  If  cycling  is  no  longer  a  craze,  there 
will  nevertheless  be  a  revival  of  interest  in  it  every  spring,  as  there  is 
in  other  open-air  sports.  The  person  whose  work  is  sedentary  or  con- 
fining will  least  of  all  lose  affection  for  the  bicycle,  and  the  number 
of  such  persons  is  large.  Of  all  exercises  which  the  average  man  or 
woman  can  resort  to,  there  is  none  that  gives  such  handsome  returns 
for  the  time  and  energy  pijt  into  it  as  cycling.  As  a  lung-expander, 
blood-circulater  and  nerve  tonic  tliere  is  no  other  exercise  to  be  com- 
pared with  it. 
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IT  IS  TO  LAUGH 


at  a  newspaper  absurdity* 


HERE'S  richness.  For  a  correct  under- 
standing of  the  following  ludicrous  ar- 
ticle from  the  Philadelphia  "Telegraph,"  some 
readers  may  need  to  know  that  A.  G.  Spald- 
ing is  president  of  the  so-called  Bicycle  Trust, 
and  that  J.  F.  Mulholland  is  president  of  the 
Allied  Bicycle  Workers,  a  subdivision  of  the 
Federation.  There  is  no  'boycott,  as  the  ar- 
ticle claims,  and  so  far  no  "one-piece  crank" 
or  other  perfidious  device  has  dared  to  create 
•discord  between  the  "Bicycle  Trust"  and  la- 
bor. Of  all  the  absurd  newspaper  productions 
which  have  ever  appeared  with  reference  to 
cycling — and  there  have  been  many — this  one, 
it  seems  to  The  Wheel,  easily  takes  the 
lead : 

Negotiations  are  pending  between  the  big  Bicycle 
Trust,  representing  a  capital  of  $8,000,000,  and  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  which  represents  up- 
wards of  500,000  skilled  workmen. 

During  the  forepart  of  the  present  week.  President 
Samuel  Gompers,  of  the  Federation,  received  a  re- 
quest for  a  conference  from  President  Mulholland,  of 
the  Trust.  The  request  was  promptly  complied  with. 
Mr.  Gompers,  accompanied  by  James  O'Connell, 
President  of  the  Machinists'  International  Associa- 
tion,  went  to  New  York  on  Tuesday  and   called   on 


President  Mulholland.  The  latter  stated,  it  is  said, 
that  the  Trust  was  desirous  of  having  the  boycott 
against  several  of  the  best-known  wheels  removed. 
The  boycott  is  specially  directed  against  a  patented 
one-piece  crank  which  is  used  on  all  of  the  best  wheels. 
President  Gompers  stated  that  the  Federation  of  Labor 
would  not  be  willing  to  declare  the  boycott  off  unless 
a  corresponding  concession  was  made  by  the  Trust. 

President  O'Connell  further  explained  that  the  lift- 
ing of  the  boycott  would  affect  a  number  of  trades 
which  would  sturdily  resist  the  proposed  action  at  the 
convention  to  be  held  next  week  in  Detroit.  He  as- 
sured President  Mulholland  and  other  Trust  officials 
that  organized  labor  was  quite  willing  to  establish 
harmonious  relations  with  their  great  corporation  and 
would  gladly  remove  any  hindrance  to  their  business 
if  the  rights  of  labor  were  recognized. 

The  conference,  a  lengthy  one,  resulted,  it  is  said, 
in  Mr.  Mulholland  promising  to  unionize  the  work- 
shops to  be  operated  by  the  Trust.  That  official  fur- 
ther requested  that  the  boycott  be  declared  off  at  once, 
as  such  action  would  relieve  the  trade  of  a  long-stand- 
ing restriction,  representing  that  the  granting  of  the 
favor  would  in  no  wise  interfere  with  the  reaching 
of  an  understanding  regarding  the  standing  of  organ- 
ized labor  in  the  company's  factories. 

President  Gompers  assured  the  Trust  officials  that 
the  matter  would  be  promptly  placed  before  the  Fed- 
eration, and  intimated  that  the  issue  would  be  grati- 
fying to  the  Trust,  which  proposes  to  asstime  practi- 
cal control  of  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  bicycles 
next  spring. 


Big  English  Concerns  Lose. 

Various  English  cycle  makers  are  now  mak- 
ing public  their  earnings,  gross  and  net,  for 
the  past  season,  in  accordance  with  the  Eng- 
lish law — a  good  one — requiring  such  pub- 
licity of  corporations. 

The  Singer  Company  shows  a  "net"  profit 
of  about  $100,000,  of  which,  however,  about 
$30,000  were  spent  for  "special"  losses,  includ- 
ing the  liquidation  of  the  Russian  business 
■and  the  cleaning  up  of  the  failure  of  the  Paris 
depot.  About  $45,000  was  paid  out  as  in- 
terest on  debentures.  But  for  a  $50,000  bal- 
ance 'brought  forward  from  1898,  the  com- 
pany would  have  had  to  show  a  deficit.  As 
it  is,  about  $20,000  is  carried  forward.  No 
dividend  will  be  paid  this  year  on  common 
stock.  The  company's  capital  stock  is  $3,000,- 
000,  divided  into  $1,000,000  preferred,  and 
$2,000,000  common  stock,  and  there  are 
$1,000,000  of  4^  per  cent  debentures.  The 
year  ended  September  50. 

Humber  &  Co.'s  year  ended  August  31. 
They  show  a  loss,  "owing  to  the  falling  of¥ 
in  the  sales  and  other  unforeseen  circum- 
stances," the  amount  of  the  loss  being  $60,- 
000,  net. 

Humber  &  Co.,  Extension,  ended  their  year 
August  31,  with  a  net  balance  of  $20,000. 


the   other  50,000  acres   is  conditional   on  the 
legislature  being  willing  to  accept  the  price. 

The  syndicate  is  willing  to  pay  the  proceeds 
to  the  reservoir  fund  of  the  Territory,  while 
the  proceeds  from  the  first  sale  go  to  the 
school  fund  of  the  Territory.  The  land 
bought  is  fertile  to  an  extraordinary  degree, 
and  only  needs  water  to  turn  it  into  a-  bloom- 
ing paradise.  The  water  of  the  Mimbres  will 
be  stored  in  immense  reservoirs  and  led  to 
the  land  by  means  of  an  immense  irrigation 
system.  A  town  site  will  be  laid  out  on  the 
railroad  from  Silver  City  to  Deming,  and  at 
Hudson  Hot  Springs  a  great  summer  resort 
will  be  opened.  The  land  will  be  taken  up 
by  settlers,  who  will  till  160  acres  or  less  each. 


Spalding  Buys  Western  Land. 

Santa  Fe,  N.  M.,  Dec.  9.— A.  R.  Burkdoll 
and  A.  G.  Spalding,  president  of  the  so-called 
Bicycle  Trust,  representing  the  Chicago  Land 
and  Improvement  Co.,  have  acquired  50,000 
acres  of  territorial  school  lands  on  the  Mim- 
bres River,  Grant  County,  and  intend  to  ac- 
quire 50,000  acres  more  in  that  region  for  the 
purpose  of  a  grand  irrigation  and  colonization 
scheme.  The  price  paid  was  $3  an  acre  for 
the  first  50,000  acres,  while  the  purchase  of 


Bell  Association  Meeting. 

There  was  held  in  New  Haven,  on  Wednes- 
day of  last  week,  a  meeting  of  the  Bicycle 
Bell  Association,  which,  let  it  be  distinctly 
understood,  is  not  a  bell-makers'  pool.  Vari- 
ous phases  of  the  bell  business  came  up  for 
discussion  and  adoption.  The  Wheel  was 
personally  represented  at  the  meeting,  and,  at 
the  request  of  the  Association,  omits  publi- 
cation of  details.  The  matters  discussed  had 
nothing  to  do  with  price,  and  no  advance  will 
be  made,  other  than  is  necessary  through  the 
rise  in  price  of  bell-making  material.  Credits, 
protection,  etc.,  were  discussed.  All  present 
agreed  that  the  bell  prospects,  under  the  new 
arrangement,  were  never  more  bright  than 
now.  W.  A.  Graham  said  to  The  Wheel: 
"A  legitimate  combination  of  manufacturing 
interests  is  ofttimes  necessary,  as  competition 
sometimes  leads  to  'the  serious  injury  of  man- 
ufacturers, jobbers  and  dealers,  and  the  work- 
man also  suffers  in  a  wage  way.  A  legitimate 
profit  means  much  to  all,  and  the  public  will 
uphold  such  a  combination  of  mutual  inter- 
ests.    By  an  association  of  our  kind  we  pro- 


tect the  workingman,  who  is  said  to  be  the 
foundation  of  prosperity.  Therefore  we  in- 
cidentally protect  the  consumer,  usually  a 
workingman.  If  such  an  association  had  been 
formed  years  ago,  the  trade  would  have  been 
better  for  it." 

Among  those  present  were:  Manager  Rock- 
well, of  the  New  Departure  Bell  Co.,  Bristol; 
Chauncey  Bevin,  of  Bevin  Bros.  Mfg.  Co., 
East  Hampton;  N.  N.  Hill,  of  N.  N.  Hill 
Brass  Co.,  East  Hampton;  A.  H.  Conklin,  of 
the  Gong  Bell  Co.,  East  Hampton;  E.  D. 
Rockwell,  of  the  Liberty  Bell  Co.,  Bristol; 
W.  E.  Pepper,  of  the  Chapman  Mfg.  Co., 
Meriden,  and  Samuel  G.  Bailey,  representing 
Mr.  Jackson,  the  New  York  lawyer  who  is 
counsel  to  and  manager  of  the  Association. 


Exports  Up  to  Date. 

Exports  of  cycles  and  parts  from  the  Port 
of  New  York  for  the  week  ending  Dec.  12, 
1899: 

Antwerp. — 3    cases    bicycles,    $74;    20    cases     bicycle 
material,  $200. 

Argentine  Republic. — 3  cases  bicycles,  $433. 

Bordeaux. — 1  case  bicycle  material,  $11. 

British     West     Indies. — 9     cases     bicycles,     $263;     15 
cases  bicycle  material,  $398. 

Brazil. — 5    cases    bicycles,    $205;    1    case    bicycle    ma- 
terial, $32. 

Bremen. — 6   cases   bicycles,   $325;  4  cases  bicycle  ma- 
terial, $75. 

British  Possessions  in  Africa. — 1  case  bicycles,  $30. 

British  Australia. — 11  cases   bicycles,   $1,477;   59   cases 
bicycle  material,  $5,622. 

British,  East  Indies. — 3  cases  bicycles,  $115. 

Cuba. — 49    cases    bicycles,    $2,338;    56    cases    bicycle 
material,  $1,081. 

Chili. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $135. 

Copenhagen. — 131    cases    bicycles,    $2,687;    122    cases 
bicycle  material,  $5,128. 

China. — 1  case  bicycles,   $50;  lease  bicycle  material. 
$139. 

Central   America. — 1  case  bicycle  material,  $11. 
.  Dutch  Guiana. —  14  cases  bicycles,  $357. 

French    Guiana. — 2    cases    bicycles,   $142;   7   cases   bi- 
cycle material,  $98. 

Florence. — 1   case   bicycle   material,   $10. 

Gothenburg. — 4   cases   bicycles,   $150. 

Genoa. — 35  cases  bicycle  material,  $770. 

Hamburg. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $50. 

Havre. — 1   case    bicycles,    $25;    35   cases   bicycle   ma- 
terial, $1,373. 

Helsingfors. — 4  cases   bicycles,  $265;  2   cases   bicycle 
material,  $160. 

Japan. — 16  cases   bicycle   material,  $859. 

London. — 8  cases  bicycles,  $189;   8  cases  bicycle   ma- 
terial, $164. 

Liverpool. — 39    cases    bicycles,    $728;    4   cases    bicycle 
material,  $408. 

Lisbon. — 2   cases   bicycles,  $53;   6   cases   bicycle   ma- 
terial, $208. 

Mexico. — 10  cases  bicycles,  $420. 

Southampton. — 1    case    bicycle   .material,    $83. 

St.  Petersburg. — 1  case  bicycles,  $25. 

Stockholm. — 1  case  bicycle  material,  $15. 

Smyrna. — 1  case  bicycles,  $59. 

Siam. — 23  cases  bicycles,  $772. 

Uruguay. — 3  cases  bicycles,  $90. 

U.  S.  of  Columbia. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $41. 


Houk  Starts  Out. 

W.  G.  Houk,  who  is  one  of  the  particular 
lights  among  traveling  salesmen  in  the  east- 
ern department  of  the  Featherstone  group, 
has  started  out  on  his  work.  For  some 
months  he  has  been  located  in  the  eastern  of- 
fice. He  carries  samples  of  the  Featherstone, 
Envoy,   Fleetwing,  Tribune  and   Fay  lines. 


Arthur  Sidwell,  of  the  Record  Pedal  Co., 
was  in  New  York  last  week.  He  reports 
that  the  Record  pedal  is  'holding  its  own  as 
usual. 


The  Thomson  Cycle  Co.,  of  Abbeville,  S. 
C,  contemplates  increasing  its  capital  stock 
from  $15,000  to  $50,000. 


20 


December  14, 


CYCLE  SHOW  STATISTICS. 


Growth      and     Decline     of     the     Stanley     and 

National  Exhibitions  Shown  In 

Figures. 

London,  Dec.  1. — Last  year  the  Stanley  and 
National  Cycle  shows  had  exactly  the  same 
number  of  exhibitors  and  aggregate  of  ma- 
chines exhibited.  This  year  the  Stanley  had 
185  more  machines  than  its  competitor.  In 
previous  years,  with  the  exception  of  1898,  the 
National  has  had  the  larger  show.  Following 
are  the  number  of  machines  exhibited  in  both 
shows  since  1893: 
Year.  National.        Stanley. 

1893 1,414      1,341 

1894 1,380      1,121 

1895 1,598      1,092 

1896 2,306      2,028 

1897 2,272      2,026 

1898 1,951      1,951 

1899 1,276      1,461 

As  compared  with  1896  the  Stanley  had  567 
less  machines  this  year,  and  the  National 
1,030. 

There  was  a  decided  falling  off  in  the  num- 
ber of  multicycles  exhibited,  there  being  only 
one  machine  larger  than  a  tandem,  and  that  a 
"quint."  It  is  conceded  that  the  introduc- 
tion of  motor-cycles  has  so  reduced  the  de- 
mand for  the  man-propelled  style  that  makers 
are  giving  the  latter  very  little  attention. 

The  straight-tubed  bicycle  built  for  ladies 
has  evidently  grown  in  favor,  judging  from 
the  shows,  but  the  most  popular  still  is  the 
design  with  the  straight  bottom  and  curved 
top  tubes,  though  the  double  swan-neck  style 
was  in  demand. 

One  exhibitor  had  his  machines  arranged 
in  yachting  dress  and  labeled  "Columbia"  and 
"Shamrock." 

It. was  claimed  that  an  order  was  placed  for 
500  English  machines  by  an  American  dealer. 
The  Little  John  Cycle  Co.  was  the  concern 
said  to  be  favored. 


Germany  Controls  Swedish  Trade. 

American  manufacturers  may  receive  an  in- 
timation that  they  have  been  neglectful  of  the 
Swedish  trade,  from  the  following: 

The  French  Consul  at  Stockholm,  in  his  re- 
cent report,  gives  some  hints  which  are  of  in- 
terest to  the  bicycle  industry.  The  imports 
from  Germany  occupied  until  last  year  the 
first  rank,  and  amounted  to  more  than  one- 
third  of  the  total  importation.  After  that 
came  the  imports  from  England.  The  moun- 
tainous country  admits  only  of  the  use  of  a 
machine  which  must  be  very  strong  and  a 
little  heavy.  The  German  makers  have  at 
once  recognized  this  state  of  affairs,  and  this 
is  the  reason  they  are  holding  the  largest 
share  of  the  cycle  trade  in  their  hands.  The 
light  racing  machines  call  forth  hardly  any 
demand.  The  solid  German  machine,  how- 
ever, is  highly  appreciated,  and  finds  many 
buyers. 


Liberty  Assignee  Files  Bond. 

Franklin  Leonard,  Jr.,  assignee  of  the  Lib- 
erty Cycle  Co.,  obtained  leave  from  Judge 
Beach,  of  the  Supreme  Court,  to  file  a  pro- 
visional bond  of  $50,000  until  schedules  can 
be  prepared.  It  will  require  considerable 
time,  it  is  said,  to  prepare  them,  as  the  com- 
pany lias  a  large  plant,  a  large  quantity  of 
manufactured  and  unfinished  parts  and  mer- 
chandise, a  large  number  of  outstanding  ac- 
counts and  bills  due,  and  various  oflfices  and 


storerooms  in  Boston,  Chicago  and  other 
cities.  Mr.  Leonard  estimates  the  value  of 
the  assets  at  not  more  than  $45,000.  The  out- 
standing accounts  are  nominally  $50,396,  but 
the  actual  value  is  estimated  at  $15,000.  The 
other  assets  consist  of  machinery,  tools,  etc., 
finished  and  unfinished  parts,  2,000  wheels, 
raw  materials  and  merchandise  in  process  of 
manufacture. 


KELLY  TO  BRING  SLIT. 


Bateman  Loses  Coercion  Case. 

The  case  of  LaMonte  Bateman,  business 
manager  of  the  Toledo  Tube  Company, 
charged  with  coercion  of  labor,  goes  over  to 
the  grand  jury,  which  meets  early  in  Jan- 
uary. Bateman  did  not  offer  any  testimony 
in  his  own  behalf,  and  in  view  of  this  fact 
and  the  fact  that  this  was  simply  a  court  of 
preliminary  hearing,  Justice  Leflet  said  he 
thought  the  only  course  for  him  to  pursue 
was  to  bind  the  defendant  over  to  the  grand 
jury  and  let  the  higher  courts  settle  it. 


Graves  Selling  Racycles. 

J.  T.  Graves,  formerly  in  charge  of  the 
Cleveland  retail  store  of  the  American  Ma- 
chine Company,  is  covering  Northern  Ohio 
for  the  Miami  Cycle  &  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany of  Middletown.  Graves  is  well  known 
in  his  territory  and  should  make  a  hit  with 
the  Racycle  line,  which  shows  many  new 
points  of  excellence  this  year. 


Crescents  in  Cleveland. 

Davis,  Hunt  &  Company,  Cleveland, 
agents  for  the  Columbia  since  the  day  when 
Col.  Pope  announced  his  first  G.  O.  O., 
have  added  the  Crescent  for  1900.  Just  how 
good  J.  H.  Collister,  the  veteran  manager  of 
the  bicycle  department,  will  be  able  to  "talk" 
Crescents  is  beyond  the  comprehension  of 
the  average  Clevelander.  ' 


Brewer  Makes  a  Change. 

W.  C.  Brewer,  well  known  to  the  bicycle 
trade  as  head  of  the  Brewer  Seamless  Tube 
Company  of  Toledo,  and  later  a  prominent 
official  'with  the  Shelby  Steel  Tube  Com- 
pany, has  been  appointed  general  manager 
of  the  Heckert-Baltzley  Billit  Company, 
whose  plant  at  Findlay,  Ohio,  will  shortly  be 
started  up. 


Bought  Overman  Ball  Stock. 

The  Grant  Ball  Company,  Cleveland,  have 
recently  bought  all  the  stock  of  steel  balls 
in  the  hands  of  the  Overman  Wheel  Com- 
pany, amounting  to  about  4,000,000,  all  bicy- 
cle sizes. 


Sheriff  Won. 

In  the  case  of  the  Adirondack  Cycle  Co.  vs. 
SherifT  Kinney,  of  Niagara  County,  N.  Y., 
a  motion  for  a  new  trial  was  denied.  The 
sherifT    received    the    previous    decision. 


The  combination  of  French  bicycle  manu- 
facturers known  as  the  Chambre  Syndicate 
du  Cycle  will  not  exhibit  at  the  coming 
Paris   show. 

Chas.  E.  Herrick  has  entered  suit  against 
Spalding,  Whitman  &  Co.,  of  Marlboro, 
Mass.,  for  $73. 

Berman  &  Bissell,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  re- 
pairers, EufTered  from  ifire  last  week. 


Ilandle-Bar    Makers     Will     Take    Action    Against 
All    Infringers   of   Their 
Patents. 

Charles  E.  Weaver,  manager  of  the  Kelly 
Handle-Bar  Co.,  Cleveland,  is  stirred  up 
against  infringers  of  patents  held  by  the  com- 
pany and  intends  making  things  lively  for 
them  in  the  near  future.  On  behalf  of  the 
company  he  has  issued  the  following  notice: 

"We  desire  to  call  your  attention,  as  manu- 
facturers using,  buying  or  selling  adjustable 
handle-bars,  to  the  fact  that  we  own.  and  con- 
trol Letters  Patent  of  the  United  States,  No. 
602,600,  issued  April  19,  1898,  on  the  inven- 
tion of  George  S.  Green,  adjustable  handle- 
bars for  bicycles,  the  application  for  which 
was  filed  in  the  Patent  Office  February  19, 
1895. 

"The  handle-bars  now  made  by  us  under 
this  patent  have  been  on  the  market  since 
1895,  and  are  widely  known  to  the  trade  as 
'Kelly  Adjustable  Bars,'  'Kelly  Handle-Bars,' 
or  'Kelly  Bars,'  etc.  They  have  stood  the 
test  of  time  and  all  manner  of  usage  by  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  bicycle  riders,  and 
stand  to-day  beyond  the  domain  of  theory,  an 
unqualified  success. 

"As  is  nearly  always  the  case,  recognized 
success  is  followed  by  a  host  of  copyists, 
who,  while  they  flatter  us  by  imitation,  also 
annoy  and  cause  us  great  financial  loss  by  in- 
fringing upon  our  patent  rights  in  offering 
handle-bars  to  the  trade,  which  embody  the 
principles  covered  by  the  claims  of  the  Green 
patent. 

"The  features  which  have  made  the  Kelly 
adjustable  bar  such  a  great  success,  as  it  un- 
deniably is,  is  the  divided  handle-bar,  the  sec- 
tions of  which  are  pivotally  connected  to  the 
head  of  the  handle-bar  stem  or  post,  and  are 
provided  with  serrations  which  engage  and 
interlock  with  corresponding  serrations  on 
the  head  of  the  stem,  when  the  clamping  de- 
vice is  set  up,  holding  them  absolutely  against 
slippage. 

"These  features  are  embraced  by  the  claims 
of  the  Green  patent. 

"We  have  watched  the  development  of  the 
adjustable  handle-bar  during  the  past  few 
years,  and  we  know  of  no  adjustable  bar 
other  than  the  'Kelly'  that  has  acquired  any 
measure  of  success  as  a  mechanical  structure 
which  has  not  adopted  (without  our  leave  or 
even  the  asking)  features  of  the  claims  of  the 
Green  patent. 

"The  interlocking  serrations  constitute  the 
great  success  which  distinguishes  the  'Kelly' 
from  and  raises  it  above  all  of  its  predeces- 
sors, and  it  is  this  feature  which  made  it  a 
success  where  others  failed.  We  intend  at 
an  early  date  to  begin  vigorous  actions  in  the 
United  States  Courts  against  infringers, 
wherever  we  can  find  them,  and  we  issue  this 
notice  so  that  manufacturers  and  dealers  may 
be  duly  apprised  of  the  nature  of  our  claims 
and  of  our  intention  to  support  them.  We 
have  no  desire  to  see  innocent  manufacturers 
and  dealers  involved  in  any  controversies  over 
the  infringement  of  our  claims,  and  we  think 
this  notice  will  bring  to  them  a  knowledge  of 
the  situation  that  will  enable  them  to  discrim- 
inate in  making  purchases,  so  that  they  will 
not  buy  infringing  handle-bars."  -;' 

Yours  very  truly, 
(Signed)  Kelly  Handle-Bar  Co. 


ism. 
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Side-Path  Building  on  Long  Island. 

RIVERHEAD,  L.  I.,  Dec.  11.— Side-Path 
Commissioner  Edwin  D.  Fishel  of  this 
place  is  pretty  busy  this  fall  in  overseeing  the 
bicycle  path  building  in  his  district.  More 
work-  is  being  done  than  ever  before,  and  the 
outcome  of  it  will  be  better  wheeling  than 
ever  for  next  season's  trips  on  Long  Island. 

A  path  is  being  built  west  from  Riverhead 
toward  Calverton.  At  present  the  work  has 
been  completed  from  Grifhng  avenue  west  to 
Upper  Mills,  and  with  the  present  available 
funds  the  work  will  be  carried  another  mile 
to  the  west. 

The  present  path  in  Wading  River  is  being 
continued,  and  funds  enough  are  on  hand  to 
build  another  mile  east  toward  the  Parker 
road. 

At  Aquebogue  a  contract  has  been  made  to 
build  a  third  of  a  mile  of  path  east  from  the 
Doctor's  Path.  This  will  fall  up  a  break  made 
in  the  path  toward  Greenport. 

fe[erbert  H.  Wells  is  in  charge  of  building 
a  path  on  the  east  road  at  Jamesport  leading 
to  South  Jamesport.  The  path  will  be  con- 
structed on  the  west  side  of  the  highway,  and 
wheelmen  who  visit  this  favorite  resort  next 
season  will  doubtless  find  a  fine,  hard  path 
all  the  way  from  "the  head  of  the  road  to 
the  Port." 

Charles  Raynor,  of  Eastport,  is  to  complete 
a  path  running  from  the  Southampton  Town 
Line  east  through  the  village  of  Eastport,  on 
the  south  side  of  the  road. 

One  of  the  important  pieces  of  work  un- 
der way  is  that  to  build  a  path  from  Quogue, 
on  the  east  side  of  the  highway  to  the 
beach.  This  will  make  good  riding  condi- 
tions from  the  main  highway  to  the  ocean 
and  it  will  be  used  by  hundreds  of  people  in 
seasons  to  come. 

Highway  Commissioner  N.  S.  Jackson  is 
building  a  path  in  East  Quogue  from  the  pres- 
ent path  east  to  Culver's.  Repairs  are  also 
being  made  on  the  present  path. 

Considerable  repair  work  is  also  being  done 
on  the  Quogue  and  Westhampton  paths  lead- 
ing to  Riverhead. 

Progress  in  Scfienectady. 

Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  11. — It  is  proba- 
ble that  a  report  of  the  work  of  the  Schenec- 
tady County  Side-Path  Commission  will  be 
made  public  before  many  days.  The  past  year 
has  been  a  singularly  interesting  one  in  the 
history  of  the  commission,  and  many  notable 
advances  have  been  made.  A  great  many 
miles  of  side-paths  have  been  made  ready  for 
the  use  of  wheelmen  of  the  county,  and  in 
many  other  ways  the  year  has  been  one  of 
progress.  The  report  will  also  include  a  state- 
ment of  expenditures  and  receipts  during  the 
year. 

Thousands  Spent  at  Albany. 

Albany,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  11.— Over  $6,000  was 
collected  and  expended  on  side-paths  in  Al- 
bany County  during  1899,  and  :t  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Commission  t6  spend  next  year's 


income  on  the  improvement  of  the  paths  al- 
ready constructed  rather  than  on  the  laying 
out  of  new  paths.  There  will,  of  course,  be 
some  new  work  outlined  and  pushed  forward. 
The  Loudonville  and  Shaker  cross-paths  are  to 
be  connected,  the  \Vestern  turnpike  path  ex- 
tended to  Guilderland  Centre,  and  possibly  to 
Altamont,  and  the  Coeymans  path  completed. 
But  unless  the  Commission  should  decide  to 
follow  the  roadbed  of  the  proposed  Albany, 
Schoharie  and  Helderberg  railway  with  a 
path,  most  of  next  year's  efforts  will  be  de- 
voted to  the  repair  of  existing  paths. 

Minneapolis  Path  Finished. 

Minneapolis,  Dec.  9. — The  finishing  touches 
have  been  placed  on  the  Superior  avenue  and 
the  Lake  Minnetonka  boulevard,  and  Min- 
neapolis can  now  boast  of  having  one  of  the 
finest  cycle  paths.  By  the  completion  of  the 
road  the  distance  between  the  lake  and  the 
city  has  been  greatly  reduced,  and  from  the 
post  office  to  Minnetonka  is  only  twelve  and 
a  quarter  miles,  while  the  distance  from  the 
city  lirnits  to  Wayza.ta  is  only  eight  and  a 
half  miles. 

The  work  was  first  commenced  in  1892,  and 
as  completed  the  road  has  cost  $75,000. 

Elevated  Path  in  California. 

Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  Dec.  8. — The  California 
cycle  path  between  Los  Angeles  and  Pasa- 
dena, the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  world,  is  being 
pushed  to  completion.  It  consists  of  an  ele- 
vated wooden  path,  floored  with  asphalt, 
stained  with  creosote,  walled  by  screen,  and 
wide  enough  for  '  four  wheelmen  to  ride 
abreast.  Midway  between  Los  Angeles  and 
Pasadena  pleasure  grounds  have  been  laid 
out,  with  a  concert  hall  and  theatre  as 
features. 

Petition  for  Path  in  Oregon. 

Portland,  Ore.,  Dec.  7. — A  petition  is  being 
circulated  at  Woodstock  which  will  be  pre- 
sented to  the  County  Commissioners  in  the 
near  future.  The  petitioners  ask  that  a  bicy- 
cle path  be  built  either  from  Division  and 
Twenty-first  streets  or  Powell  and  Twenty- 
first  streets  southward  and  eastward  to  Wood- 
stock. 

New  Path  at  Cold  Spring. 

Cold  Spring  Harbor,  L.  I.,  Dec.  11. — Work 
on  the  side-path  between  this  village  and  the 
system  of  macadam  roads  in  Nassau  County 
is  progressing  finely.  Riders  who  visit  the 
north  side  will  appreciate  the  building  of  this 
path.  It  will  make  a  most  delightful  ride  by 
the  chain  of  lakes  above  the  Fish  Hatchery 
the  more  enjoyable. 

Across  Shinnecock  mils. 

Babylon,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  9.— Side-Path  Com- 
missioner Reimann  has  awarded  Allen  B. 
Cross  the  contract  to  build  a  cycle  path  across 
Shinnecock  Hills.  The  new  path,  which  is  to 
be  four  feet  wide  and  built  of  loam,  is  to  start 
at  the  foot  of  Art  Village  and  will  follow  the 


old  shore  road  across  the  Hills  to  Canoe 
Place  bridge.  Mr.  Cross  will  commence  work 
at  once,  though  he  will  not  do  any  considera- 
ble labor  on  the  path  until  early  next  spring. 

Side-Path  Paragraphs. 

Wheelmen  of  Spokane,  Wash.,  are  demand- 
ing the  construction  of  a  cinder-path  from  the 
authorities. 

Work  on  the'  Dfe  Land  and  Lake  Helen 
(Fla.)  bicycle  path  has  commenced  and  will 
be  pushed  to  completion. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  side-path  commis- 
sion of  Southampton,  N.  Y.,  it  was  voted  to 
change  the  form  of  tags  so  as  to  be  worn 
only  on  the  fork,  and  allow  agents  5  per  cent 
commission  on  sales. 

Under  the  superintendency  of  Side-Path 
Commissioner  Samuel  A.  Higbie,  one-fourth 
of  the  work  on  the  new  bicycle  path  between 
Bay  Shore  and  Babylon,  L.  I.,  has  been  fin- 
ished. The  path  is  to  be  six  feet  wide  its 
entire  length.  It  is  said  that  it  will  be  one  of 
the  finest  in  the  country. 

Convicts  to  Prepare  Road  Material. 

Cleveland,  Dec.  9. — Ex-Gov.  Charles  Fos- 
ter, who  addressed  the  Anti-Convict  Labor 
League,  says  a  bill  will  be  favored  by  the. 
league  abolishing  contract  labor  in  the  peni- 
tentiary, as  has  been  done  in  New 
York,  but  instead  of  following  the  Sing 
Sing  plan  of  having  the  convicts  learn 
painting,  architecttire  and  sculpture,  the 
scheme  advocated  by  the  interchange  of 
commodities  will  be  urged.  This  is 
the  plan  to  have  the  convicts  work  for  th.e 
State,  and  turn  out  materials  needed  in  the 
other  State  institutions.  Shoes  and  clothing, 
printed  blanks,  furniture,  in  fact  most  every- 
thing the  State  institutions  now  buy  in  the 
open  market,  would  be  made  by  convict  la- 
bor, but  the  State  would  cease  to  compete 
with  free  labor  for  the  open  market.  Ex- 
Gov.  Foster  added  that  Senator  Dodge's  plan 
of  having  convicts  prepare  road  material 
would  be  incorporated  in  the  proposed  bill. 

Senator  Dodge's  iplan  is  the  outcome  of  an 
agitation  started  by  the  Cleveland  consulate 
of  the  L.  A.  W.,  and  is  backed  by  a  number 
of  labor  organizations  in  that  city. 

Captain  Ayres  Killed. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Dec.  8.— Captain  James 
C.  Ayres,  U.  S.  A.,  died  at  the  Emergency 
Hospital  this  afternoon  as  a  result  of  a  bicycle 
accident.  Captain  Ayres  was  riding  his  wheel 
down  Connecticut  avenue  to-day,  and  when 
near  the  corner  of  L  street,  N.  W.,  he  was 
run  into  and  knocked  down  by  a  grocer's  de- 
livery wagon.  Captain  Ayres  was  severely  cut 
and  bruised  about  the  head  and  body  and  his 
skull 'fractured.    The  driver  was  arrested. 

Favors  New  Coney  Island  Path. 

Park  Commissioner  Brower  has  expressed 
himself  as  in  favor  of  a  new  path  to  Coney 
Island,  and  says  he  is  now  working  on  plans 
with  this  object  in  view.  Metropolitan  wheel- 
men know  that  it  is  needed  badly,  as  the  old 
path  is  in  poor  condition. 


Davis  in  London. 

D.  E.  Davis,  representing  the  Manhattan 
Webb  Co.,  of  New  York  City,  is  now  in  Lon- 
don with  a  line  of  K.  &  G.  rims  and  Duck- 
worth chains.  He  has  met  with  a  most  favor- 
able  reception. 
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Sport  and  Pastime. 


Miller-Waller  Winners. 

The  six-day  race  in  Madison  Square  Gar- 
den ended  at  10  o'clock  Saturday  night,  in 
the  presence  of  10,000  spectators.  It  was  one 
of  the  most  enthusiastic  crowds  ever  seen  in 
the  big  amphitheatre,  despite  the  fact  that 
there  was  little  prospect  of  a  close  finish. 
Miller  and  Waller  were  two  laps  in  the  lead, 
and  had  been  since  the  day  before,  and,  bar- 
ring accidents,  there  was  little  chance  of  any 
of  the  other  teams  overtaking  them. 

In  respect  to  the  score  the  element  of  pace- 
making  was  the  strongest  feature  of  the  race, 
as  it  demonstrated  clearly  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  for  any  of  the  well-seasoned  riders 
to  gain  a  lap  by  simple  force  of  riding  ability. 
Time  after  time  it  was  tried  in  this  race,  but 
the  "bunch"  would  invariably  alternate  pace 
until  the  "runaway"  was  caught.  The  trick 
was  successfully  negotiated  by  some  of  the 
back-markers,  but  the  leaders  did  not  make 
any  strenuous  attempt  to  catch  them. 

There  was  the  hardest  kind  of  riding  during 
the  last  few  hours,  each  team  trying  to  wear 
out  the  others,  but  no  change  in  the  final 
score  resulted. 

The  score  at  the  finish  was  as  follows: 

Team.  Miles.  Laps. 

Miller  and  Waller 2,733  4 

Maya  and   McEachern 2,733  2 

Gimm   and  Pierce 2,733  1 

Fisher   and    Chevallier 2,733  0 

Stevens  and  Turville 2,732  7 

Babcock    and     Stinson 2,732  6 

Pierce  claimed  he  had  not  been  scored  prop- 
erly, but  this  the  management  denied.  There 
were  repeated  charges  of  fouling  and  the  usual 
recriminations  resulting  from  the  semi-hyster- 
ical condition  of  the  competitors. 

Short-Distance  Races. 

Immediately  following  the  big  race  there 
were  several  short-distance  events.  A.  W. 
Ross,  of  Harrison,  N.  J.,  defeated  John  Nel- 
son, of  Chicago,  in  a  15-mile,  motor-paced 
race;  G.  H.  Collett  defeated  Frank  Kramer 
in  the  one-mile  indoor  championship;  and  Jay 
Eaton  won  the  one-mile  professional  handicap 
from  15  yards,  with  George  Banker  (scratch), 
second,  and  W.  A.  Rutz  (30  yards),  third. 
Time,  2.04  2-5. 

Shot  in  the  Garden. 

While  the  short-distance  races  were  being 
contested  in  the  Garden,  Saturday  night,  Wal- 
ter Rosser,  a  medical  student,  residing  in  New 
York,  shot  and  perhaps  fatally  wounded  Frank 
S.  Slater,  of  Newark,  N.  J.  The  shooting  was 
the  result  of  a  bet,  and  almost  caused  a  panic 
among  the  spectators.  At  kst  accounts  there 
was  little  chance  of  the  injured  man  recov- 
ering. 

Looks  Like  Continued  Control. 

The  secretary  of  the  L.  A.  W.  has  issued 
the  official  statement  of  the  number  of  dele- 
gates allowed  each  division  in  the  next 
Assembly.  It  shows  a  total  of  239.  With  a 
full  attendance  it  will  require  a  vote  of  160 
to    change    the    constitution.      From    this    it 
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would  appear  that  the  vote  on  racing  will  be 
in  favor  of  continuance  of  the  racing  depart- 
ment, as  there  are  more  than  one-third  of 
the  votes  almost  certainly  in  favor  of  it. 

To  Control  Several  Things. 

Judging  from  the  announcements  sent  out 
by  the  American  Century  Wheelmen,  the 
newly  formed  Ohio  organization,  it  would  ap- 
pear that  it  intends  to  borrow  some  of  the 
objects  of  the  L.  A.  W.,  as  well  as  act  as  a 
police   force.     Among   its   intentions   are: 

"To  purify  and  control  road  racing,  giving 
protection  and  assistance,  thus  insuring  jus- 
tice and  fairness  to  promoter  and  competitor. 

"It  seeks  to  secure  equal  rights  and  privil- 
eges to  wheelmen  upon  the  public  highways 
and  the  streets  of  cities. 

"One  of  its  standing'  committees  is  charged 
with  the  special  duty  of  recovering  stolen 
wheels  and  punishing  the  offenders. 

"Another  committee  will  furnish  members 
with  information  as  to  condition  of  roads, 
tourist  routes,  existence  and  location  of  side- 
walk, speed  and  other  .ordinances,  the  best 
hotels,  etc." 

Good  Roads  Meeting  Called. 

State  Engineer  Bond,  who  is  charged  with 
the  execution  of  the  laws  recently  passed  in 
regard  to  the  improvement  of  the  roads  of 
New  York  State,  has  issued  a  circular  letter 
addressed  to  the  Boards  of  Supervisors  of 
each  county,  inviting  them  to  appoint  dele- 
gates to  a  conference  to  be  held  in  Albany 
early  in  January  to  adopt  measures  which  it 
is  hoped  will  advance  the  road  improvement 
movement  and  bring  about  the  construction 
of  a  large  number  of  new  roads  in  the  State. 

Century  Road  Club  Officers. 

Chicago,  Dec.  10. — The  Election  Commit- 
tee of  the  Century  Road  Club  met  in  the 
Great  Northern  Hotel  to-day  and  reported 
elected  the  following  officers:  President,  E. 
J.  Porter,  New  York;  first  vice-president,  H. 
W.  Knight,  Melrose,  Mass.;  second  vice-pres- 
ident, Jules  Denegre,  St.  Paul,  Minn.;  secre- 
tary, C.  M.  Fairchild,  Chicago;  treasurer,  W. 
G.  Niemeyer,  Joliet.  111. 

Consulate  Resigns. 

The  New  York  Consulate  has  resigned  to 
the  State  division.  The  retiring  officers  are 
Dr.  L.  C.  Le  Roy,  senior  consul;  F.  M.  Fro- 
bisher,  junior  consul;  G.  B.  Yard,  secretary- 
treasurer;  H.  C.  White,  Chairman  Rights  and 
Privileges  Committee;  Dr.  E.  V.  Brendon, 
Chairman  Highways  Committee;  Dr.  F.  A. 
Myrick.  Chairman  Ways  and  Means  Commit- 
tee. 

George  Fuller,  of  San  Francisco,  now  holds 
the  amateur  quarter-mile  record  for  the  Pa- 
cific coast  at  24  2-5  seconds,  and  the  half-mile 
record  at  45  1-5  seconds.  E.  F.  Russ  has  re- 
duced the  one-third  mile  record  to  30  1-5  sec- 
onds. 


Timely  Paragraphs. 

Minneapolis  police  are  looking  for  an  or- 
ganized band  of  cycle  thieves. 

J.  Platt-Betts,  the  English  flyer,  has  aban- 
doned his  proposed  trip  to  America. 

The  Chicago  Cycling  Club  has  engaged  a 
manager,  a  new  position  in  connection  with  a 
bicycle  club. 

A  Springwells,  Mich.,  constable  recently 
traced  two  thieves  by  the  tracks  of  the  bicy- 
cles they  were  riding. 

The  Chelsea  Cycle  Club,  of  Chelsea,  Mass., 
gave  a  successful  rendition  of  the  three-act 
comedy,  "His  Only  Son,"  last  week. 

In  a  pursuit  race  at  Cincinnati,  Harry 
Gibson,  on  a  bicycle,  defeated  Reno 
Runck,  a  roller-skater,  after  riding  six  miles. 

It  is  reported  that  the  N.  C.  A.  will  con- 
duct an  inter-city  racing  circuit  next  year,  on 
the  plan  of  the  National  Baseball  League. 

The  Forty-seventh  Regiment  Athletic  As- 
sociation of  Brooklyn  has  been  formed  and 
will  conduct  several  cycle  racing  meets  dur- 
ing the  indoor  season. 

"Plugger  Bill"  Martin,  and  Walker,  the 
Australian,  have  each  been  fined  $125,  and  the 
St.  Kilda  Cricket  Club  assessed  $500  for  the 
alleged  "faking"  of  a  race  in  Australia. 

The  Press  Cycling  Club  will  conduct  the 
first  indoor  meet  of  the  season,  at  Buffalo, 
Saturday  night.  The  Buffalo  Wheeling  Club 
will  have  a  date  early  in  January. 

It  is  said  that  R.  F.  Kelsey,  ex-handicapper 
for  the  L.  A.  W.,  in  Connecticut,  whose  re- 
newal of  membership  was  refused  because  of 
his  connection  with  the  N.  C.  A.,  will  apply 
for  reinstatement,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  for 
the  best  interests  of  the  L.  A.  W.  to  have 
nothing  to  do  with  racing. 

A.  E,  Walton,  Chairman  of  the  Racing 
Board  of  the  Canadian  Wheelmen's  Associa- 
tion, who  was  one  of  the  most  untiring  work- 
ers during  the  I.  C.  A.  meet  at  Montreal,  an- 
nounces that  he  will  retire  after  the  expira- 
tion of  his  present  term.  He  will  probably 
be  succeeded  by  D.  J.  Kelly,  of  Toronto. 


Great  Western's  Significant  Move. 

Toledo,  Dec.  9. — E.  G.  Eager,  formerly 
manager  of  the  Viking  plant,  has  completed 
arrangements  with  the  Great  Western  Wheel 
Co.,  of  La  Porte,  Ind.,  to  take  charge  of  their 
business  in  the  territory  surrounding  this 
city.  Mr.  Eager  will  control  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Illinois  and  West  Virginia,  besides  a  part  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  has  made  arrangements  to 
put  all  the  former  Viking  salesmen  on  the 
road,  and  they  will  begin  work  at  once.  The 
headquarters  of  the  district  will  be  in  this 
city.  The  Great  Western  people  have  se- 
cured one  of  the  salesrooms  occupied  by  the 
Viking  last  year,  and  while  the  business  will 
be  separate  from  E.  G.  Eager  &  Co.,  it  will 
be  next  door,  so  that  Mr.  Eager  can  give  it 
personal  attention.  Mr.  Eager  will  not  be 
connected  in  any  way  with  the  A.  B.  C.  He 
expects  to  take  charge  of  the  new  line  the 
coming  week. 
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Monarch  Bicycles. 


npHE  most  important 
point  to  be  considered 
by  the  dealer  in  the  selec- 
tion of  his  line  of  bicycles 
for  1900,  is  what  he  gets 
for  his  money — not  how- 
much — or  how  little — 
he    pays    for    his    goods. 


A  profitable  business  is 
assured  the  dealer 
if  he  confines  his  purchases 
to  lines  that  are  standard, 
that  are  well  known  to  the 
rider,  that  are  offered  to 
the  public  at  prices  that 
are  fair,  and  that  insure  a 
legitimate  margin  of  profit. 


Monarch  and  Phoenix  Bicycles 

meet  the  above  requirements  in  every  particular. 
List  prices  are  as  follows: 

Cooper  Special,           -          -           Model     48,         -  ;S50. 

Monarch  Tandems,               -           Models  69  and  70,  75. 

Bevel-Gear  Chainless,        "        73  and  74,  60. 

Light  Roadsters,         -         *  *        87  and  88,  40. 

Roadsters,             -                **        83  and  84,  30. 


King  and  Queen  Roadsters, 


Phoenix  Roadsters, 


1125. 


In  the  establishment  of  representation  for  1900,  present  agents  of  each  line,  in  good  standing, 
will  be  given  the  preference. 

Progressive  merchants  in  unoccupied  territory  will  do  well  to  make  application  for  the  agency 
at  once,  for  ** there  is  money  in  it.'^ 

Our  travelers  are  meeting  with  unprecedented  success  in  closing  1900  contracts,  proof  positive 
of  the  statement  that  our  line  and  prices  form  the  most  attractive  proposition  that  is  presented 
for  the  dealer's  consideration. 

AMERICAN    BICYCLE    COMPANY, 

Monarch    Sales   Department, 

CHICAGO,  ILL.         NEW  YORK  BRANCH,  20  WARREN  ST. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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December  14, 


"THE  NIGGER  IN  THE  WOOD  PILE." 


Statement  of    International    Situation    as  It  Affects 

L.  A.  W.  and  N.  C.  A. 


FROjNI    the    London    "Cyclist,"    edited    by 
Henry    Sturmey,    Honorable    Secretary 
of  the  International  Cyclists'  Association: 

We  have  spoken  before  in  these  columns 
of  the  wholesale  and  wilful  misrepresentation 
of  motives  and  facts  indulged  in  by  the  news- 
paper supporters  of  the  National  Cycling  As- 
sociation of  America,  the  body  which  is  at 
the  present  moment  endeavoring  to  wrest  the 
supremacy  in  the  States  from  the  League  of 
American  Wheelmen.  We  have  no  desire  to 
take  sides  in  this  question;  we  only  know  the 
absolute  truth  about  many  things  which  oc- 
curred in  Montreal,  and  the  entirely  errone- 
ous views  given  of  those  facts  by  the  N.  C.  A. 
press,  and,  as  the  misrepresentation  has  been 
persevering  and  persistent,  it  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered at  that  the  facts  are  not  fully  under- 
stood on  this  side. 

Mutual  Protection  a  Principle. 

This  may,  perhaps,  partly  account  for  the 
present  curious  position  of  L  C.  A.  matters 
in  France,  where  the  Union  Velocipedique 
de  France,  one  of  the  affiliated  bodies  of  the 
L  C.  A.,  has  practically  announced  its  inten- 
■tion  of  ignoring  the  rules  and  decisions  of 
the  body  to  which  it  belongs.  One  of  the 
principles  of  the  I.  C.  A.  is  that  of  mutual 
protection  by  federation  and  the  mutual  rec- 
ognition of  each  other's  decisions.  The  U. 
V.  F.,  however,  which  has  itself  been  sup- 
ported under  similar  circumstances,  now 
turns  round  and,  because  the  fight  in  America 
has  been  long  and  severe,  declines,  so  far  as 
it  is  concerned,  to  longer  uphold  the  L.  A. 
W.  As  we  have  said  above,  its  opinions  may 
have  been  influenced  by  the  aforesaid  misrep- 
resentations, but  we  have  a  strong  impression 
that  there  is  "a  nigger  in  the  wood  pile,"  or 
rather  two,  in  the  matter,  and  those  two  will 
be  found  in  the  persons  of  Mr.  A.  Batchelder 
and  M.  Victor  Breyer.  Mr.  Batchelder  is 
the  head  centre  of  the  N.  C.  A.,  and  is  seem- 
ingly endeavoring  to  get  M.  Breyer  to  pull 
the  chestnuts  out  of  the  fire  for  him.  M. 
Breyer,  as  many  of  our  readers  know,  is 
prominent  on  the  staff  of  "Le  Velo."  Now 
other  members  of  "Le  Velo"  are  prominent 
officials  in  the  racing  department  of  the  U. 
V.  F.  In  fact,  it  has  been  said — with  what 
truth  we  know  not,  though  we  have  our 
ideas  on  the  matter — that  the  U.  V.  F.,  so 
far  as  its  racing  policy  is  concerned,  is  "run" 
by  "Le  Velo,"  or,  as  it  is  more  commonly 
put,  by  "the  'Velo'  crowd."  Now,  Mr, 
Batchelder,  we  believe,  acts  as  correspondent 
in  America  for  "Le  Velo,"  and,  furthermore, 
"Le  Velo"  in  general,  and  M.  Victor  Breyer 
in  particular,  acts  as  Mr.  Batchelder's  repre- 
sentative in  Europe. 

How  the  Game  Works. 

Part  of  the  business  of  both  Batchel- 
der and  "Le  Velo"  is  connected  with  the 
linarcial  arrangements  of,  and  with,  profes- 
sional racing  men,  and  in  this  matter  princi- 
pally the  crux  of  the  situation  is  to  be  found. 
When  it  is  desired  to  secure  American  riders 


for  Paris,  "Le  Velo"  acts  through  its  repre- 
sentative on  the  other  side.  When  European 
riders  are  required  for  six-day  and  other  con- 
tests in  America,  Mr.  Batchelder  acts  through 
his  agent  in  Paris — "Le  Velo."  Now  we  can 
entirely  admire  the  persistency  with  which 
Batchelder  has  pushed  his  N.  C.  A.,  and  the 
energy  of  his  efforts  on  its  behalf,  and  that 
this  was  apparent  was  seen  so  far  back  as  last 
Easter,  when  his  representative  in  Paris,  M. 
Victor  Breyer,  made  a  special  journey  from 
Paris  to  Coventry,  England,  to  interview  the 
secretary  of  the  I.  C.  A.  with  the  special  ob- 
ject of  urging  the  claims  of  the  N.  C.  A.  upon 
his  consideration,  and  at  that  interview  in- 
formed him  of  the  close  business  relationship 
which  existed  between  himself — M.  Breyer — ■ 
and  Mr.  Batchelder.  Foiled  in  his  attempt  to 
secure  recognition — in  defiance  of  all  I.  C.  A. 
rules — at  Montreal,  and,  as  we  are  credibly 
informed,  making  no  further  progress  in 
America  by  reason  of  financial  failure  of 
meetings  promoted  and,  the  L.  A.  W.  still 
sticking  to  its  guns,  the  effort  is  made  to  out- 
flank its  opponent  by  taking  rrom  it  the  sup- 
port of  the  I.  C.  A.,  and  this  is  endeavored 
to  be  done  through  the  medium  of  the  Eu- 
ropean connection  with  M.  Breyer. 

That  talented  gentleman — whose  indirect 
connection  with  the  powers  that  be  on  the 
U.  V.  F.  we  have  above  alluded  to — uses  that 
influence  to,  by  astute  reasoning,  obtain  the 
end  desired.  The  U.  V.  F. — in  conjunction 
with  the  U.  S.  F.  S.  A. — asked  for  and  has 
been  granted  the  world's  championships  for 
next  year.  Further  than  this,  the  arrange- 
ments for  and  control  of  the  big  race  meet- 
ings which  will  be  held  in  Paris  next  year  in 
connection  with  the  exhibition  have,  we  be- 
lieve, been  placed  in  its  hands  by  the  Mu- 
nicipal Council  of  Paris.  Naturally,  the  U. 
V.  F.  are  desirous  of  obtaining  the  fullest 
support  for  the  Parisian  racing  of  1900,  and 
of  securing  the  best  riders  which  the  world 
can  produce.  So  far  so  good.  But  this  fact 
is  seized  upon  by  "the  nigger  in  the  wood 
pile"  to  insidiously  suggest  that  the  only 
riders  worth  having  are  certain  men  in 
America  who,  for  offences  against  law  and 
order,  and  in  some  instances  against  all  the 
rules  of  sport,  have  been  temporarily  ostra- 
cised by  the  L.  A.  W.,  and  have,  therefore, 
been  gladly  received  into  the  arms  of  the  rival 
association.  The  U.  V.  F.  is  persuaded,  for 
the  sake  of  securing  these  riders,  to  practi- 
cally ignore  the  rest  of  the  world. 
A  Deep-Laid  Scheme. 

Further  than  this,  as  Mr.  Batchelder  is  de- 
sirous of  securing  foreign  riders  to  compete 
in  a  six-days  contest  in  New  York,  and  as 
European  riders  could  not  take  part  in  such 
a  contest  without  sacrificing  their  licenses 
and  chance  of  competing  elsewhere,  the  U.  V. 
F.  is  further  persuaded  to  announce  that  it 
will  take  no  notice  of  the  actions  of  such  rid- 
ers who  may  decide  to  take  part.  This  over- 
comes the  scruples  of  the  racing  men,  and 
"Le  Velo"  is  enabled  to  make  up  its  party  of 


competitors,  and,  we  presume,  to  secure  the 
fees  attendant  thereupon.  As  leading  riders 
of  Italy  and  Holland  are  also  included  in  the 
team,  it  is  to  be  believed  that,  with  Machia- 
velian  reasoning,  they  are  presuming  upon 
the  associations  to  which  these  riders  belong 
supporting  their  riders  rather  than  their  prin- 
ciples. At  the  present  time,  therefore,  things 
are  taking  a  very  uncertain  shape,  but  we 
cannot  congratulate  the  U.  V.  F.  upon  its 
position.  It  seems  to  us  to  have  been,  as  the 
Americans  put  it,  "played  for  suckers,"  by 
the  energetic  Batchelder  and  his  satellite, 
Breyer,  and  to  have  landed  itself  in  a  position 
which  is  likely  to  have  a  result  diametrically 
opposite  to  that  which  is  hoped  for.  It  is 
quite  certain  that  it  will  not  receive  unani- 
mous support  of  the  I.  C.  A.,  whatever  sup- 
port it  may  receive  from  one  or  two  affiliated 
bodies,  and  it  is  equally  certain  that,  if  the 
matter  is  carried  through  to  an  end,  while  it 
will  gain  the  support  of  the  outlawed  Ameri- 
can riders,  it  will  lose  the  support  of  many 
other  countries. 

The  more  logical  course  for  the  U.  V.  F.  to 
have  adopted  would  have  been  to  have  stood 
firm  by  its  agreement  with  the  I.  C.  A.,  and 
shown  the  N.  C.  A.  plainly  and  positively 
that  it  had  no  chance  of  recognition  here  so 
long  as  it  was  not  recognized  by  the  I;  C.  A. 
If  N.  C.  A.  riders  had  then  been  desirous  of 
competing  in  Paris,  we  have  no  doubt  they 
would  have  found  means  to  have  paid  their 
fines  and  put  their  position  right  with  the 
L.  A.  W.,  and  the  U.  V.  F.  would  have  re- 
ceived the  support  not  only  of  the  majority 
of  the  riders  whom  they  desired,  but  also  of 
the  honest  speed  men  who  are  at  present 
loyal  to  the  L.  A.  W.,  as  well  as  those  of 
other  nations,  who  would,  too,  have  united  in 
supporting  the  meetings  of  the  U.  V.  F.  in 
Paris  to  the  fullest  possible  extent— indeed, 
we  have  a  very  strong  impression  that,  by 
the  promises  of  French  support  made  by  M. 
Breyer  and  his  friends,  the  N.  C.  A.  has  all 
along  been  encouraged  in  its  course. 
May  Withdraw  Paris  Races. 

At  Montreal  the  N.  C.  A.  was  led  to  be- 
lieve, even  up  to  the  last  moment,  that  its 
riders  would  be  permitted  to  compete  in  the 
championships  there — although  anyone  know- 
ing the  composition  of  the  I.  C.  A.  must  have 
known  that  to  be  impossible — with  what  re- 
sult our  readers  know.  It  is  a  pity  that  the 
U.  V.  F.  should  have  allowed  itself  to  be  so 
led  by  the  nose  by  mistaken  individuals,  for 
even  now  it  is  within  the  powers  of  the  Board 
and  the  I.  C.  A.  to  cancel  its  decision  at  Mon- 
treal, and  not  hold  the  world's  championships 
next  year  in  Paris  after  all.  If  the  U.  V.  F. 
thinks  that  by  creating  disunion  in  the  ranks 
of  the  I.  C.  A.  it  will  obtain  what  it  wants, 
it  is  quite  certain  it  does  not  know  its  I.  C.  A. 
Even  in  the  most  improbable  eventuality  of 
causing  the  disruption  of  the  I.  C.  A.,  it  is 
quite  certain  those  unions  which  did  not 
agree  with  the  course  adopted  by  the  U.  V.  F. 
would  forbid  their  riders  competing  under  its 
jurisdiction,  and  it  is  quite  certain  also  that 
the  U.  V.  F.  has  very  much  more  to  gain  by 
loyally  standing  to  the  articles  of  its  federa- 
tion than  by  any  such  insane  course  as  it  is 
now  pursuing. 


I 


The  side-path  commission  for  Montgom- 
ery County,  Pa.,  will  hold  a  meeting  early  in 
January  to  take  action  on  levying  the  special 
tax  of  $1  per  capita  on  wheelmen  for  build- 
ing cycle  paths. 
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npHREE  distinct  lines,  each  complete  in  itself.    Each  embodying  strong  constructional  features 
■'■      appealing  to  both  dealer  and  rider.    Distinctive   finish.     Narrow  tread.     High-class  equip- 
ment.    Agencies   made   for   each   line    separately   in    all   unoccupied   territory.     We  want  your 
business  and  have  an  attractive  proposition  to  offer  you.     Write  us  now.  ^         ^  jf> 


STEARNS  BICYCLES. 

The    Yellow    Fellow. 


BARNES    BICYCLES. 

The    White    Fiver. 


1900    mODViTiS.  List  Price 

Model  "A,"  Men's  Roadster,  weight 

23>^  pounds $40.00 

Model  "C,"   for   Women,   weight  25 

pounds 40.00 

Special,  Light  Road   Bicycle,  weight 

21^  pounds 50. CO 

Track  Racer,  weight  20  pounds 60. 00 

Model  "K,"  Men's  Pneumatic  Cushion 

Frame,  weight  24^^  pounds 60.00 

Model  "L,"  Pneumatic  Cushion  Frame 

for  Women,  weight  26  pounds 60.00 

Model  "M,"  Men's  Sager-Gear  Chain- 
less,  weight  26  pounds 75-oo 

Model  "N,"  Sager-Gear  Chainless  for 

Women,  weight  27  pounds 75-oo 

Model  "G,"  Men's  Bevel-Gear  Chain- 
less,  weight  26  pounds 75-Oo 

Model  "H,"  Bevel-Gear  Chainless  for 

Women,  weight  27  pounds 75-oo 

Combination  Tandem,  weight  45  lbs.  75.00 

Diamond  Tandem,  weight  40  pounds,  75.00 

Model  No.  20  Tourist,  for  Men,  weight 

24  pounds 25.00 

Model  No.  30  Tourist,    for  Women, 

weight  24>^  pounds 25.00 


1900     MOBSIfS.  List  Price 

Model  16,  Men's  Road  Wheel,  weight 

24  pounds I40.00 

Model  17,  Ladies' Road  Wheel,  weight 

24^  pounds 40.C0 

Model  30,  Men's  Special  Road  Wheel, 

weight  23>^  pounds 50.00 

Model  33,  Superba  or   Ladies'    Light 

Road  Wheel,  weight  24^  pounds,  50.00 
Model  31,  Barnes  Road  Racer,  weight 

2i>^  pounds 60.00 

Model  32,  Barnes  Track  Racer,  weight 

10%  pounds 60.00 

Model  34,  Double   Diamond,  Double 

Steering  Tandem,  weight  44  lbs.,  75.00 
Model     35,      Convertible      Tandem, 

weight  46  pounds 75-oo 

Model  36,  Racing  Tandem 75.oo 

Model  37,  Men's  Bevel-Gear  Chainless,  75.00 
Model  38, Ladies' Bevel-Gear  Chainless,  75.00 

Model  39A,  Men's  Cushion  Frame 60.00 

Model  39  B,  Ladies'  Cushion  Frame...  60.00 

The    Corsair,    Men's    Road    Model, 

weight  25 >^  pounds 25.00 

The    Corsair,    Ladies'    Road   Model, 

weight  24  pounds 25.00 


SYRACUSE  BICYCLES. 

Crimson    Kims. 


1900   moi>:ei>s. 

List  Price 
Special,      Men's      Light      Roadster, 

weight  22  pounds $50.00 

Ladies'  Special,  Light  Road   Wheel, 

weight  23>^  pounds 50.00 

Track  Racer,  weight  20  pounds 50.00 

Pacer,  Men's  Roadster,    weight  24>^ 

pounds 40.00 

Thelma,    Ladies'     Roadster,     weight 

25  pounds 40.00 


Empire,    No.    20    Model,     for    Men, 

weight  24^  pounds 25.00 

Empire,  No.   30  Model,    for  Women, 

weight  24  pounds 25.00 


For  California^  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Nevada, 
New  Mexico,  and  Arizona,  address : 

American  Bicycle  Company, 
San  Francisco  Branch, 

STEARNS  SALES  DEPARTMENT, 

No.  210  McAUister  Street. 


American  Bicycle  Company^ 

STEARNS  SALES  DEPARTMENT, 

SYRACUSE,  N.  Y. 


Kindly   mention   Tine    Wheel. 


SINGLE-TUBE  TIRES. 

THE    TILLINGHAST     PATENT 
HAS    BEEN   SUSTAINED 

By  a  decree  in  the  U.  S.  Court  of  the  First  Circuit  on  Nov.  14,  1899. 

The  following  licensees  alone  are  authorized  to  make  and  sell  Single-Tube  Tires 
for  bicycles: 


♦ 
♦ 

i 
I 


B.  F.  GOODRICH  CO. 
HARTFORD  RUBBER  WORKS. 
REVERE  RUBBER  CO. 
MECHANICAL  FABRIC  CO. 


BOSTON  WOVEN  HOSE  &  RUBBER  CO. 
NEWTON  RUBBER  WORKS. 
HODCMAN  RUBBER  CO. 
L.  C.  CHASE  &  CO. 
WESTERN  WHEEL  WORKS. 

AH  licenses  heretofore  held  by  other  manufacturers  have  been  cancelled  for 
non-payment  of  royalty.  A  claim  by  any  manufacturer  except  the  above  to  have 
a  valid  license  is  false. 

No  licenses  covering  tires  for  use  on  vehicles  have  as  yet  been  issued. 

Manufacturers,  dealers  and  all  other  persons  are  warned  not  to  make,  sell  or  use 
any  unlicensed  tires. 

The  undersigned  believes  it  wiser  to  rely  on  the  opinion  and  decree  of  a  Judge 
of  the  United  States  Court,  after  nearly  a  year's  mature  consideration  of  evidence, 
briefs  and  arguments,  than  on  the  opinion  of  any  firm  of  lawyers  whatsoever,  and 
notifies  the  trade  that  he  shall  claim  full  damages  for  future  infringements. 

THEODORE  A.  DODGE. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  RoOM    I  238   N.    Y.    LiFE   BlDG.,    NeW  YoRK   CiTY. 
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Motor  Cab  Combinations. 

It  is  stated  the  interests  of  the  Electric  Ve- 
hicle Co.,  the  General  Carriage  Co.,  the  In- 
ternational Power  Co.  (Richard  Croker's  Au- 
totruck Co.),  and  several  smaller  cab  and  car- 
riage companies  now  doing  business  in  the 
more  important  cities  of  the  country  are  to  be 
combined  into  one  big  company  controlled 
by  William  C.  Whitney,  of  the  Whitney- Wid- 
ener-Elkins  syndicate.  The  details  of  the 
combination  will  probably  not  be"  divulged 
for  some  time.  Negotiations  for  the  consoli- 
dation of  the  companies  mentioned,  however, 
were  opened  two  months  ago,  and  have  pro- 
gressed steadily  until  the  deal  has  practically 
been  effected. 

The  General  Carriage  Co.  is  incorporated 
in  New  York  State,  with  a  capital  of  $100,000. 
It  was  incorporated  a  second  time  under  the 
laws  of  New  Jersey,  with  a  capital  of  $20,000,- 
000.  Under  the  New  York  charter  it  has  the 
right  to  operate  cabs  and  carriages  by  horse 
or  any  other  power,  through  any  public 
street,  in  any  city  of  the  first  class.  It  also 
has  the  power  to  establish  a  light  express 
service  and  a  general  truck  service  in  cities 
of  the  same  class.  Some  time  ago  the  Inter- 
national Power  Co.,  generally  known  as  Mr. 
Croker's  Autotruck  Co.,  effected  an  agree- 
ment with  the  General  Carriage  Co.  by  which 
Mr.  Croker's  concern  was  to  have  charge  of 
the  trucking  privileges  of  the  General  Car- 
riage Co. 

The  combination  of  the  various  companies 
places  Mr.  Whitney  in  control  of  an  im- 
portant enterprise.  He  already  controls  the 
Electric  Vehicle  Co.,  which  operates  electric 
cabs  in  this  city  under  the  management  of  the 
New  York  Electric  Vehicle  Transportation 
Co.,  and  in  Philadelphia,  Chicago  and  Bos- 
ton, under  transportation  companies  bearing 
the  title  of  the  State  in  which  they  are  oper- 
ated. He  also  controls  the  Pope  Electric  Ve- 
hicle Mfg.  Co.,  in  Hartford,  and  several 
smaller  factories.  In  air  power  the  Whitney 
syndicate  owns  both  the  Hoadly-Knight  and 
the  Harvey  systems.  By  acquiring  the  Gen- 
eral Carriage  Co.  Mr.  Whitney  will  have  the 
right  to  parallel  the  lines  of  rival  street  rail- 
way companies  in  Manhattan.  Brooklyn  and 
the  Bronx. 

The  story  is  both  denied  and  affirmed. 


Duryea's  Motor  Wagon. 

Springfield,  Mass.,  Dec.  11.— J.  Frank  Dur- 
yca  has  returned  from  a  trip  on  his  automo- 
bile from  New  York.  He  made  the  distance 
in  eight  hours  and  forty-five  minutes.  The 
carriage  is  of  the  double-seated  surrey  type, 
with  the  usual  small  bicycle  wheels,  with 
heavy  pneumatic  tires.  It  weighs  in  all  only 
1,000  pounds  and  has  since  spring  been  run 
about  5,000  miles.  In  all  this  traveling  about 
the  country  it  has  never  been  put  on  a  train, 
nor  has  it  been  propelled  by  any  other  force 
than  that  of  its  motor.  The  motive  ipowcr  is 
a  small  gasoline  engine,  which  is  placed  be- 
neath the  rear  scat.     It  is  of  seven-horse  pow- 


er, and  weighs  210  pounds,  including  the  fly 
wheel.  The  piston  of  this  engine  is  driven 
by  the  explosion  of  gasoline.  The  mechan- 
ism has  been  run  for  24  hours  without  open- 
ing the  motor  box,  and  a  two-days  trip  has 
been  taken  without  touching  the  engine  in 
any  way.  The  carriage  will  take  any  grade 
up  to  that  which  rises  25  feet  in  100.  There 
is  no  show  of  escaping  steam,  except  when 
the  carriage  is  .being  brought  to  a  standstill, 
and  then  only  a  small  jet  is  visible.  The  car- 
riage is  steered  by  a  small  hand  lever,  which 
is  manipulated  by  the  right  hand  of  the  driv- 
er. 


Fire  Chief's  Automobile. 

Chief  Croker,  of  the  New  York  Fire  De- 
partment, has  a  new  automobile  which  is  said 
to  be  a  wonder.  It  is  claimed  that  it  can  be 
started  and  stopped  within  a  very  short  dis- 
tance, no  matter  what  the  speed.  The  ma- 
chine met  successfully  its  first  test  the  other 
night.  There  was  an  alarm  at  the  engine 
house,  33  Great  Jones  street,  sounded  from 
Houston  street  and  the  Bowery.  The  fire- 
men, the  fire  horses  and  their  engines  went 
through  the  routine  of  response  as  if  on  drill. 
The  automobile  followed.  When  it  started 
the  regular  engine  was  20  yards  ahead.  But 
in  the  Bowery  the  automobile  passed  the 
horses  like  a  flash  and  was  the  first  to  reach 
the  fire. 


Vaflderbilt  Licensed  as  Enginear. 

The  Police  Department  of  New  York  City 
requires  that  every  operator  of  a  steam-driv- 
en automobile  must  have  a  certificate  as  a  li- 
censed engineer.  This  ruling  created  con- 
sternation among  some  of  the  blue-bloods  of 
Fifth  avenue,  who  know  all  about  engineering 
a  german  or  cotillion,  but  who  have  to  call 
on  their  employes  when  any  work  is  to  be 
done. 

Among  those  who  secured  licenses  last 
week  were  Alfred  G.  Vanderbilt  ($70,000,000) 
and  Barry  Payne  Whitney.  Other  aristocrats 
are  looking  for  the  list  of  questions  asked  ap- 
plicants for  licenses. 


Experiments  with  Storage  Batteries. 

Providence,  R.  I.,  Dec.  9. — A  motor  vejjicle 
designed  by  Frank  Mossberg  and  his  asso- 
ciates in  the  United  States  Automobilei  Co.. 
of  Attleboro,  was  run  on  the  city  streets  a 
few  days  ago  and  attracted  considerable  at- 
tention. For  the  present  Mr.  Mossberg  is 
concentrating  effort  on  the  storage  battery 
system,  the  object  being  to  produce  carriages 
for  city  use  where  the  distances  to  be  cov- 
ered are  known  in  advance,  and  the  belief 
here  is  that  for  this  class  of  service  electric 
motors  arc  more  suitable  than  gasoline  rir  ■ 
steam  engines. 

One  colored  philosopher  takes  f)ccasion  to 
observe  that:  "De  middle  er  de  road  is  purty 
dusty,  but  it's  lots  safer  than  stuml)lin'  roun' 
in  de  woods." 


Motor  Factory  for  Buffalo. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  11, — A  company  organ- 
ized five  months  ago  to  manufacture  automo- 
bile motors  and  machinery  in  Buffalo,  is  sat- 
isfied with  the  experiments  made  and  intends 
to  increase  the  capital  stock  to  $1,000,000  in^a 
couple  of  weeks,  preparatory  to  building  a 
large  factory  and  commencing  manufactur- 
ing. The  motor  to  be  used  can  be  operated 
by  steam  or  gasoline,  and  is  the  patent  of  W. 
M.  Hoffman.  The  officers  of  the  company 
are:  Samuel  Wilkerson,  president;  E.  L. 
Pixley,  vice-president;  W.  M.  Hoffman,  sec- 
retary and  treasurer. 


Autos  and  Bicycle  "  Cops." 

The  automobile  is  developing  a  dangerous 
idiosyncrasy.  Bicycle  "cops"  and  mounted 
policemen  who  wish  to  arrest  the  bicycle 
scorcher  can  grab  him  by  the  collar  and 
quickly  bring  him  to  a  halt.  The  horse,  no 
matter  how  spirited,  may  be  seized  by  the 
bridle  and  eventually  stopped.  But  the  auto, 
with  its  mile-a-minute  possibility  of  speed, 
with  its  solidity,  with  the  height  of  it  placing 
the  collar  of  the  occupant  far  beyond  the 
eager  hand  of  the  policeman,  and  with  its 
lack  of  bridle,  is  almost  immune  against  his 
attacks. 


To  Organize  a  Trust. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Dec.  9. — George  Alex- 
ander Hamilton,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  is  regis- 
tered here.  He  is  vice-president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Rochester  Electric  Power  and 
Auto  Co.,  of  Buffalo,  and  is  promoting  a  trust 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $5,000,000.  His  object 
in  visiting  Indianapolis  is  to  secure  capitalists 
who  are  willing  to  embark  in  his  enterprise. 
He  contemplates  organizing  a  trust  company 
which  will  control  the  manufacture  of  auto- 
mobiles and  all  other  commodities  in  this  line. 


Elmore  to  Make  Automobiles. 

Toledo,  Dec.  11. — It  is  reported  here  to- 
day that  the  Elmore  Bicycle  Co.,  located  at 
Clyde,  O.,  proposes  to  go  into  the  manu- 
facture of  horseless  carriages.  It  is  said  that 
an  arrangement  has  been  made  for  the  estab- 
lishing of  an  assembling  works  in  Toledo, 
and  that  part  of  the  apparatus  will  be  manu- 
factured here  and  part  at  Clyde.  It  is  also 
said  that  Vulcan  Iron  Works  was  interested 
in  the  project,  but  this  is  denied  by  a  member 
of  that  company. 


Winton  Wagon  to  Collect  Mail. 

The  Winton  Motor  Carriage  Co..  Cleve- 
land, has  recently  completed  a  special  de- 
sign of  automobile  delivery  wagon,  being  sim- 
ilar to  the  wagons  used  in  collecting  United 
States  mail.  After  considerable  correspond- 
ence with  the  Post  Office  Department,  the 
company  has  received  permission  to  use  this 
wagon  in  Cleveland  in  collecting  mail  in  the 
outlying  parts  of  the  city.  The  test  will  be 
made  in  the  near  future. 


Smashed  Bones  and  Auto. 

One  of  .\ugust  Belmont's  grooms  started 
out  for  a  spin  in  one  of  his  employer's  auto- 
mobiles last  week  and  tried  running  it  at  full 
speed.  It  struck  a  small  stone,  and  when  the 
debris  was  picked  up  it  was  found  that  the 
groom  had  several  bones  broken  and  the 
$.3,500  machine  wasn't  even  fit  for  a  mechan- 
ical hospital. 
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Zkn\M  Blcyclei 

Honest  in  material  and  workmanship,  distinctive  in 
construction  and  equipment,  enjoying  a  wonderful  rep- 
utation for  speed  and  durability — CLEVELAND  BI= 
CYCLES  will  prove  remarkable  Trade  Builders  in  igoo 
at  a  price  of 

$50.00. 


NIAGARA  BICYCLES,  greatly  improved,  will  be 
marketed  by  us  in  igoo  at  prices  that  will  interest  We 
have  taken  the  entire  product  of  the  North  Buffalo 
Wheel  Co.'s  factory,  and  solicit  inquiries  from  buyers, 
regardless    of   quantity  desired. 


AMERICAN  BICYCLE  COMPANY, 

hozict   Saks   Department, 

CLEVELAND,  OHIO,  U.  S.  A. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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THE  OLD  ORIGINAL. 


Twenty -Three   Years   in    the    Cycle   Trade    Finds 

This   Company  Still  to  the 

Fore. 

Remarkable  it  is,  in  this  day  of  rapid 
changes  and  ups  and  downs,  that  a  bicycle 
firm  have  been  in  existence  for  twenty-three 
years.  This  is  the  record  McKee  &  Harring- 
ton have  just  cause  to  be  proud  of. 

This  concern  started  making  boys'  three- 
wheel  velocipedes  in  1876.  Seeing  the  exhibit 
of  English  bicycles  at  the  Philadelphia  Cen- 
tennial, it  was  an  easy  matter  to  take  off  one 
of  the  two  rear  wheels  and  make  a  bicycle. 
The  result  was  a  wooden  wheel  affair,  with 
gas-pipe  backbone,  and  malleable  iron  con- 
nections. This  bicycle  had  an  enormous  sale 
at  the  time,  but  was  superseded  by  the  steel 
suspension  wheel,  with  rubber  tires.  The 
Weed  Sewing  Machine  Co.  were  the  first  to 
make  these  from  English  models,  on  an  order 
from  Col.  Pope,  but  McKee  &  Harrington 
made  the  same  thing  in  1878,  calling  the  ma- 
chine the  "Union,"  and  finding  for  it  a  ready 
saleT 

An  American  bicycle  was  exhibited  for  the 
first  time  at  the  Mechanics'  Institute  Fair,  in 
New  York  City,  in  1880,  and  McKee  &  Har- 
rington received  an  award  therefor. 

In  a  talk  with  Joseph  McKee  recently  he 
said  that  his  company  have  originated  more 
ideas,  which  have  been  accepted  and  are  in 
use  to-day,  that  any  other  firm  in  America. 
As  samples  he  claimed  wood  rims,  wood 
dress  and  chain  guards,  tubular  sheet  metal 
connections  in  place  of  castings  or  forgings, 
internal  brake  mechanism,  taper  rear  tube  for 
rear  forks,  seamless  tube  crank-hanger.  As 
early  as  1893  McKee  &  Harrington  had  a  2^- 
inch  drop  to  the  crank-hanger,  and  have  been 
using  the  same  thing  ever  since,  but  the  other 
makers  never  discovered  its  value  until  1897, 
when  it  was  at  once  exploited  as  a  new  idea. 
The  last  and  best  of  the  McK.  &  H.  inven- 
tions is  the  triple  front  fork,  which  increases 
strength  and  power,  and  which  they  prophesy 
the  trade  \yill  sooner  or  later  rush  for,  as 
they  have  for  other  McKee  &  Harrington 
ideas. 

In  1878  this  company  sold  the  Lallement 
crank  patent  for  $300  to  Col.  Pope,  out  of 
which  the  astute  Colonel  later  on  made  $100,- 
000  by  charging  $10  royalty  on  each  bicycle 
made  here  or  imported. 

In  1883  these  clever  people  invented'  the 
wood  rim,  which  should  have  been  worth 
millions,  but  the  Patent  Office  restricted  the 
patent  and  they  could  not  get  a  broad  claim. 

The  position  that  McKee  &  Harrington  oc- 
cupy is  unique  and  original.  Concerning  this 
they  say:  "Everything  of  any  value  on  a  bi- 
cycle, with  the  exception  of  the  above-men- 
tioned improvements,  is  either  French  or 
English.  America  has  cheapened  the  bicycle, 
but  not  improved  it.  The  two-wheel  idea, 
the  crank  invention  and  bevel-gear  are 
French;  the  suspension  wheel,  ball-bearing, 
tubular  and  diamond  frame  and  the  pneumatic 
tires  are  English." 


Workmen  Organize  in  Toledo.  ' 

Tnlcflo,  O.,  Dec.  11,— Bicycle  Workers' 
Union  No.  18  has  received  into  llie  fold  the 
forty  members  composing  Assemblers'  and 
Adjusters'  Union  No.  11,    Action  looking  to 


amalgamation  was  taken  by  the  Assemblers 
and  Adjusters  at  their  meeting  held  last  week, 
and  the  Auditing  Committee  met,  looked  over 
the  books  and  accounts,  and  formally  turned 
them  over  to  No.  18.  The  Union  had  already 
taken  in  the  sixty  members  of  the  Filers" 
Union.  The  amalgamation  of  the  three  unions, 
all  working  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  In- 
ternational Union  of  Bicycle  Workers  and  Al- 
lied Mechanics,  builds  up  a  strong  organiza- 
tion of  175  members. 


BUFFALO  DEALERS  HESITATE. 


A  Light  and  Simple  Lamp. 

The  lamp  shown  in  the  illustration  is  known 
as  the  White  Star,  and  is  made  by  Brown  & 
Smith,  'of  Newport,  Ky.  Though  weighing 
but  one  pound  it  gives  a  light  of  480  candle- 
power,  and  the  mechanical  arrangements  are 
simple.     It  has  a  top  water-feed,  without  wicks 


of  any  kind;  it  gives  a  clear,  steady  flame,  and 
the  distribution  of  the  feed  is  even.  It  will 
furnish  light  for  seven  hours,  or  it  can  be 
turned  off  and  on  instantly  at  will.  The  con- 
struction is  of  heavy  brass,  handsomely  nick- 
eled; any  lump  carbide  can  be  used  in  its  op- 
eration. A  steel  band  entirely  surrounds  the 
lamp,  and  to  this  is  attached  an  adjustable 
bracket  which  prevents  jarring  from  the 
wheel.  In  tests  it  has  been  found  that  a 
newspaper  can  be  read  by  the  light  of  this 
lamp  at  a  distance  of  800  feet. 


Novel  Veeder  Cyclometers. 

The  1900  catalogue  of  the  Veeder  Mfg.  Co., 
Hartford,  Conn.,  shows  everything  that  is 
up-to-date  in  cyclometer  construction.  Twen- 
ty-four models  are  listed,  all  for  10,000  miles 
register,  and  each  complete  in  detail.  Among 
the  novelties  is  the  trip-cyclometer,  which 
combines  a  regular  10,000-mile  instrument,  as 
well  as  a  100-mile  trip  instrument,  both  capa- 
ble of  repeating,  and  the  latter  capable  of 
being  set  to  zero  at  any  time,  both  operated 
by  a  single  star  wheel  and  shaft,  and  both 
enclosed  in  a  case  not  exceeding  one  inch  in 
length  or  one  inch  in  depth  at  any  point. 


Price  the  Greatest  Consideration  in  Contemplating 
Orders  for  Next  Year. 

Buft'alo,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  12.— Buffalo  bicycle 
dealers  appear  to  be  quite  loth  to  close  their 
deals  for  1900.  Any  number  of  manufactur- 
ers' representatives  have  been  here,  but  out- 
side of  the  branch  stores  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
up  to  the  present  writing  not  half  a  dozen 
agencies  have  been  closed.  "Price"  seems  to 
be  the  sticker.  The  dealers  generally  have 
in  the  past  been  selling  bicycles  on  the  in- 
stallment plan,  accepting  $5  as  first  payment, 
and  anywhere  from  $1  to  $2.50  per  week  af- 
terwards. Discounts  are  smaller  now,  and  the 
dealer  claims  that  he  must  have  a  good  mar- 
gin to  sell  his  goods  on  a  liberal  installment, 
at  a  profit  to  himself. 

It  is  really  too  bad,  but  a  fact,  neverthe- 
less, that  quality  counts  for  little  and  price 
everything.  If  a  maker  has  the  price,  no 
matter  what  the  quality  of  his  goods  may  be, 
he  can  find  a  ready  market  in  Buffalo.  The 
riding  public  have  been  educated  to  buying 
on  the  small  installment  plan  by  dealers  who 
have  had  their  goods  consigned,  and  in  order 
to  do  business  the  branch  stores  and  old 
dealers  have  been  compelled  to  meet  compe- 
tition by  doing  likewise.  The  makers  now 
are  not  so  ready  to  consign  bicycles,  and  the 
shoe  pinches  hard  in  these  quarters,  and  deal- 
ers who  a  year  ago  had  their  samples  in  and 
taking  many  orders,  have  not  a  1900  sample 
to  show  to-day. 

Some  prominent  makers  in  the  A.  B.  C. 
who  have  done  a  big  business  here  in  the 
past,  will  surely  suffer  in  1900.  Their  old 
dealers  will,  in  all  probability,  again  handle 
the  goods,  but  at  present  prices  the  dealer 
does  not  hesitate  to  state  that  the  goods  will 
be  shelved.  In  the  old  days  when  bicycles 
were  ridden  for  the  sport  of  the  thing,  quality 
counted  for  everything  and  price  cut  but  lit- 
tle figure,  but  the  rider  to-day  seems  willing 
to  buy  any  old  thing  if  he  can  purchase  on 
his  own  terms.  "Price"  is  the  greatest  sales- 
man a  maker  can  send  to  Buffalo  for  1900 
business. 


A  Story  for  "  Rubber  Necks." 

From  the  West  comes  information  that  a 
syndicate  is  sending  out  men  to  make  a 
house-to-house  canvass  for  cast-off  rubber  ar- 
ticles, such  as  old  goloshes,  teething-rings, 
tires,  etc.  To  make  the  report  readable  it  is 
stated  the  reason  of  this  collection  of  stretch- 
able  antiquities  is  that  there  is  a  scarcity  of 
rubber  for  manufacturing  cheap  articles  and  it 
is  proposed  to  use  "shoddy"  instead  of  the 
better  article.  The  report  will  probably  cause 
Wandering  Willie  and  Dusty  Rhodes  to  pose 
as  rubber  trust  representatives. 


New  Things  in  Buescher  Line. 

The  catalogue  of  the  Buescher  Mfg.  Co.,  of 
Elkhart,  Ind.,  is  in  the  mails  and  shows  some 
new  articles  in  the  line  of  goods  manufact- 
ured. A  new  toe-clip,  known  as  the  No.  5A, 
is  a  meritorious  fitting,  and  the  No.  6  is  a 
new  style  leather  band,  made  adjustable.  The 
oilier  features  of  this  company's  goods  are  in 
keeping  with  its  past  reputation,  and  one  of 
the  most  interesting  is  the  new  spring  seat- 
post  upon  which  a  patent  was  recently  issued. 
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TRADE- 


MARK 


IS  ON  ALL 


STANDARD 

HARTFORD 
TIRES. 


THE  BEST  GUARANTEE  OF  QUALITY, 


IT  MEANS 


That  HARTFORD  TIRES  are  as  nearly 
perfect  as  skill  and  money  can  make 
them. 

That  a  reliable  and  strong  concern 
places  its  reputation  back  of  them. 

That  we  have  established  Branch 
Houses  all  over  the  country  for  the 
convenience  of  both  our  dealers  and 
riders. 


IT  MEANS 


IF  ITS  A  HARTFORD 

TIRE    ITS  ALL   RIGHT"! 


BRANCHES : 
New  York.        Buffalo. 
Boston.  Cleveland. 

Chicago.         Detroit. 

Philadelpiiia. 
Minneapolis. 
Washington. 
Denver. 


The  Hartford 
Rubber  Works  Co., 

Hartford,  Conn. 

IvinJIy*  mention  Tlie  Wheel. 
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December  14, 
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BICYCLE  RACK  BOGEY  MAN. 

AN  UP-TO-DATE  UPROAR. 


...•♦. 


#..- 


ONE  of  the  most  vigorously  advertised 
men  in  Syracuse,  Rochester,  Buffalo, 
Utica  and  a  number  of  other  large  and  small 
towns  along  the  line  of  the  N.  Y.  C.  &  H.  R. 
R.R.  in  northern  New  York,  is  Edwin  S. 
Calkins,  of  Solvay,  a  suburb  of  Syracuse.  He 
is  known  to  thousands  of  newspaper  readers 
in  that  section  as  "Calkins,  the  bicycle  rack 
man,"  and  in  the  short  period  during  which 
he  has  been  before  the  public  eye  he  has  be- 
come a  veritable  bogey  man  to  many  users 
of  bicycle  racks. 

This  general  perturbation  is  not  easily  un- 
derstood, perhaps,  by  people  in  other  sec- 
tions. To  thoroughly  appreciate  it  one  must 
have  a  more  or  less  intimate  acciuaintance 
with  the  towns  mentioned — with  the  cycling 
conditions  there,  and  w-ith  the  fact  that  that 
northern  group  of  N.  Y.  C.  towns  comprise 
a  little  empire  with  interests  and  prejudices 
and  telepathic  sympathies  all  its  own. 

The  bicycle  is  used  to  a  surprising  extent 
every  ridable  day  by  people  of  all  sorts  in 
all  of  the  towns  mentioned.  In  each  of  the 
towns  there  are  very  many  bicycle  racks. 
Now,  if  something  unusual  happens  to  the  in- 
habitants of  one  of  the- towns,  the  papers  and 
people  of  all  the  other  towns  along  the  line 
are  instantly  en  rapport,  bulging  with  sym- 
pathetic curiosity.  And  so  it  was  that  as 
soon  as  Calkins,  of  Syracuse,  had  his  lawyer 
in  Buffalo  distribute  "royalty"  circulars 
among  the  users  of  bicycle  racks  in  the  Bison 
City,  the  news  spread  to  the  other  cities  im- 
mediately. For  over  two  weeks  the  up-State 
papers  have  been  feeding  on  this  sensation. 
It  has  been,  and  is,  a  matter  of  as  much  im- 
port up  there  as  the  stealing  of  John  the 
Farmer  Boy's  coat  would  be  to  the  rest  of 
his  family.  The  tendency  and  desire  is  to 
refuse  to  pay  Mr.  Calkins  the  $5  which  his 
Buffalo  lawyer  so  urgently  desires  to  extract 
from  the  purses  of  alleged  infringers  of  his 
patent  rights. 

As  stated  last  week  the  patent  is  on  a  de- 
sign, and  is  short-lived  on  that  account.  The 
full  text  of  the  patent.  No.  27,222,  dated  June 
15,  1897,  follows: 

To  all  whom  it  may  concern: 

Be  it  known  that  I,  Edwin  S.  Calkins,  of  Solvay, 
in  the  county  of  Onondaga,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
have  invented  and  produced  a  new  and  original  de- 
sign for  velocipede  supports,  of  which  the  following 
is  a  specification,  reference  being  had  to  the  accom- 
panying drawings,  showing  a  part  thereof. 

Figure  1  is  an  isometric  view  of  a  velocipede  sup- 
port embodying  my  design;  and  figs.  2  and  3  are 
horizontal  sections  looking  in  opposite  directions  and 
taken  on  line  2  3,  fig.  1,  portions  of  the  base  pieces 
being  broken  away  in  fig.  2. 

The  leading  feature  of  my  design  consists  in  a 
velocipede  support  which  when  viewed  in  front  eleva- 
tion presents  the  appearance  of  a  rectangle  having 
its  central  portion  formed  with  upright  substantially 
parallel  openings  and  when  viewed  in  side  elevation 
the  appearance  of  an  inverted  T. 

A  B  C  C  D  are  respectively  the  top,  bottom, 
side  and  intermediate  bars  of  a  velocipede  support 
embodying  my  design,  and  E  E  are  base  pieces 
extending  from  front  to  rear  of  said  support  at  the 
points  of  union  of  the  bottom  and  side  bars  B  C  C. 
The  top  and  bottom  bars  A  B  are  arranged  at  sub- 
S'tantially  right  angles  to  the  side  bars  C  C.  The 
intermediate  bars   D   are   interposed   between   the  top 


and  bottom  bars  A  B  and  are  arranged  substantially 
parallel  with  the  side  bars  C  C.  The  adjacent  faces 
of  the  top  and  bottom  bars  are  formed  with  depressed 
panels  a  b,  interposed  between  the  extremities  of  the 
intermediate  bars  D.  The  base  pieces  E  E  are  formed 
with  ornamented  front  and  rear  ends  e,  and  their 
adjacent  side  faces  are  disposed  in  substantially  the 
same  planes  as  the  inner  side  faces  of  the  side  bars 
C  C.  The  opposite  ends  of  the  base  pieces  are  con- 
nected by  bars  e',  arranged  substantially  parallel  to 
the  top  and   bottom  bars  A  B. 

A  velocipede  support  embodying  my  design  pre- 
sents a  graceful,  pleasing  and  characteristic  appear- 
ance. 

What    I   claim    is — 

The  design  for  a  velocipede  support,  substantially 
as  herein  shown  and  described. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  signed  my 
name,  in  the  presence  of  two  attesting  witnesses,  at 
Syracuse,  in  the  county  of  Onondaga,  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  this  24th  day  of  April,  1897. 

Edwin  S.   Calkins. 


More  Laurels  for  the  Orient. 

The  Waltham  Mfg.  Co.  has  cause  to  re- 
joice over  the  success  of  the  Orient  in  the 
great  six-day  race  just  ended  at  Madison 
Square  Garden.  The  race,  as  has  been  her- 
alded broadcast  by  the  press  dispatches,  was 
won  by  the  famous  team  of  long-distance 
stars — Waller  and  Miller. 

It  is  only  by  close  scrutiny  of  the  individual 
scores  that  the  merits  of  each  performer  are 
observed.  Waller,  it  will  be  found,  covered 
1,373  miles  and  8  laps,  while  his  team-mate. 
Miller,  negotiated  but  1,337  miles  and  7  laps; 
thus  to  Waller  it  will  be  seen  belongs  the 
greater  honor  of  winning  the  race,  for  had 
he  made  no  greater  mileage  than  Miller  they 
would  not  have  carried  off  the  capital  prize. 

Waller  rode  an  Orient,  as  did  also  Burns 
Pierce,  who  is  surely  entitled  to  the  credit  of 
winning  for  his  team  third  money,  he  having 
made  1,381  miles  and  4  laps,  while  his  mate, 
Gimm,  covered  but  1,329  miles  and  8  laps. 

This  style  of  team  racing  was  entirely  new 
in  this  country,  and  the  Waltham  Mfg.  Co. 
has  good  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  perform- 
ances of  riders  of  their  wheels,  and  especially 
so  as  new  world's  records  were  created 
throughout  the  entire  race. 


No  Wear  on  the  Tire. 

The  great  advantage  of  the  Morrow  Hub 
Coaster  brake  is  that  there  is  absolutely  no 
wear  on  the  tire  when  checking  the  cycle, 
and  that  a  rider  can  descend  the  steepest  hill 
at  as  slow  a  pace  as  he  likes,  with  a  feeling 
of  security  and  knowing  that  he  is  not  ruin- 
ing the  tire. 

The  Eclipse  Bicycle  Co.  state  that  the  great- 
est difficulty  they  had  in  marketing  the  Mor- 
row Coaster  tire  brake  was  owing  to  the  fact 
tliat  the  spoon  brake  was  so  detrimental  to 
the  tire,  and  that  in  descending  a  long,  steep 
hill  the  constant  friction  of  the  spoon-brake 
was  very  liable  to  burn  and  tear  the  tire  very 
badly.  

An  innkeeper  on  one  of  the  roads  leading 
north  from  New  York  City  states  that  his 
business  is  much  larger  than  at  this  time  last 
year,  and  he  credits  it  entirely  to  his  cycling 
patronage. 


"Those  Sponge  Rubber 
Grips  are  to  the  hands  and 
arms  what  pneumatic  tires  are 
to  the  rest  of  the  body,"  writes 
one  man  who  has  used  them. 


— and  he  states  the  case 
with  happy  correctness. 


If 

You 
Would  Add  to  Your  Comforl 

or 

Would  Sell  Those  Articles 

which 

Add  To  Cycling  Comfort 

you 
will 

Go  a  Long  Way 

to 

get 
Better  than   these: 


And  the  price  is  right. 
Have    you    obtained    quota- 
tions ? 


Straus   Tire   Co., 

127  Duane  St., 

NEW  YORK  CITY. 


Kindly    mention   The    W  heel. 
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Not  the  Cheapest,  but  the  Best, 
Chain  Always  in  Line. 


Eagle  Bicycles  show  a  distinction  in 
design  and  a  perfection  in  detail  work- 
manship   not   fotjnd   in   other  makes. 


The  Eagle  Bicycle  Mfg.  Co., 

Torrington,  Conn. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


It  is  easy  to  build  up  a  good  business  at  a  fair 
profit  on  Eagle  Bicycles  owing  to  their  distinc- 
tive features.    We  make  a  complete  line. 


I 


....RECORD  PEDALS.... 


JiMMMMiMMMim 


Record   No.  8. 


Record   No.  5. 

A  medium-priced  pedal  bearing  our 
stamp  and  all  the  ear-marks  of 
RECORD  style  and  finish. 


A  woman's  pedal  without  a  point  to 
catch  the  dress,  supplying  a  firm 
footing  for  the  fair  sex. 


Write  us  for  prices.    We  are  ready. 


^1      niBBARD,  SPENCER,  BARTLETT  &  CO., 
Chicago,  llli, 

Chicago    Distributing    Agents. 


RECORD  PEDAL  IMFG.  CO., 


221  Columbus  Ave.,  Boston,  I^ass. 


Kindly  mention  The  WVieel. 


32 


December  14, 


ECLIPSE  COMPANY  Will  QlIT  MAKING  BICYCLES. 


PROSPECTS  IN  CHINA. 


The  Eclipse  Bicycle  Company  makes  an- 
nouncement under  date  of  Dec.  8  that  it  will 
no  longer  manufacture  bicycles,  as  the  de- 
mand for  the  Morrow  Hub  Coaster  Brake  is 
so  large  as  to  require  all  of  the  facilities  of 
the  factory. 

The  announcement  follows: 

After  about  ten  years  in  manufacturing  and 
selling  the  well-known  Eclipse  bicycles,  new 
conditions  confront  us  which  will  compel  us 
to  discontinue  their  manufacture  hereafter. 
We  have  in  the  past  endeavored,  and  think 
we  have  succeeded  in  building  a  high-grade 
and  first-class  cycle,  and  have  sold  the  same 
on  business  methods,  and  with  the  assistance 
and  cordial  support  of  the  cycling  public  have 
made  a  fair  success  of  the  same.  We  now  find 
ourselves  compelled  to  discontinue  the  manu- 
facture of  cycles,  because  of  the  great  demand 
on  our  factory  for  the  Morrow  Hub  Coaster 
Brake. 

As  pioneers  in  the  manufacture  and  intro- 
duction of  this  free-wheel  device,  we  are 
pleased  to  announce  that  the  demand  for  this 
hub  coaster  and  brake  has  increased  to  such 
an  extent  that  it  is  now  equal  to  the  full  ca- 
pacity of  our  factory.  We  have  doubled  our 
capacity  for  making  these  twice  during  the 
past  nine  months,  and  being  still  unable  to 
keep  up  with  the  orders  which  are  coming  to 
us  we  have  just  installed  in  our  factory  a 
number  of  new  and  expensive  machines  which 
will  again  double  our  capacity  and  enable  us 
to  promptly  take  care  of  the  orders  we  are 
receiving. 

To  build  bicycles  in  addition  to  the  coaster 
and  brake  would  curtail  the  output  of  each 
and  cause  disappointment  to  our  customers 
who  have  placed  orders  for  the  coaster  and 
brake.  We  have,  therefore,  after  looking  the 
matter  over  very  seriously,  decided  with  much 
reluctance  that  we  must  give  up  the  manu- 
facture of  the  Eclipse  bicycles. 

We  shall  hereafter  devote  all  our  energy 
and  capacity  to  the  manufacture  of  the  "Mor- 
row Automatic  Hub  Coaster  and  Brake,"  and 
thereby  put  ourselves  in  a  position  to  take 
care  of  our  present  trade,  and  also  any  in- 
creased business  in  this  line  which  may  come 
to  us. 

We  thank  our  friends  most  sincerely  and 
heartily  for  their  kind  patronage  in  the  past, 
and  hope  to  retain  all  of  them  as  patrons  for 
the  Morrow  Hub  Coaster  and  Brake. 

Eclipse  Bicycle  Company. 


Better  Grades  in  Demand. 

A  change  in  trade  conditions  is  indicated  by 
a  student  of  public  demands  who  expresses 
himself  to  this  effect: 

It  seems  as  if  the  old  craving  for  that  which 
is  cheap  in  the  way  of  accessories  and  sundries 
is  dying  as  quickly  as  it  set  in.  I  learn  from 
actual  manufacturers  and  importers  that 
agents,  in  placing  orders,  no  longer  take  the 
rubbishy  lines,  or  want  the  cheapest  variety 
of  whatever  they  buy.  In  this  they  merely 
reflect  the  nature  of  the  public  demand.  The 
cheap  repair  outfit,  for  instance,  proves  its 
uselessness  when  it  is  called  upon  to  eflfect  a 
repair;  common  spanners  bend  up  in  no  time; 
the  clieap  oil-can  leaks  and  the  cheap  oil 
gums  up  the  bearings  and  chars  the  lamp 
wick.  The  common  bell  develops  an  irrita- 
ting rattle  and  the  cheap  toe-clips  get  loose 


because  the  nuts  do  not  fit  the  screws  and 
come  undone.  The  cheap  tool-bag  quickly 
loses  its  shape,  and  as  for  the  cheap  lamp — 
well,  it  certainly  gives  a  lot  of  work  to  our 
police  force  and  puts  money  into  the  coffers 
of  the  police  courts.  It  does  not  take  a  man 
long  to  find  out  that  cheapness  is  a  bugbear. 
Ladies,  especially,  are  tempted  by  a  bargain 
and  it  is  natural  for  them  to  hesitate  to  pay 
a  reasonable  amount  for  a  repair  outfit  when 
another  almost  similar  is  offered  them  for 
half  the  price,  particularly  when  not  only  are 
they  unable  to  detect  any  difference,  but 
would  not  know  how  to  use  one  when  they 
got  it.  They  only  buy  an  outfit  because  they 
understand  it  to  be  "the  thing"  to  buy  one. 

Agents,  however,  are  finding  not  only  that 
the  cheap  article  does  not  recommend  itself, 
but  that  it  does  not  recommend  the  estab- 
lishment at  which  it  was  purchased.  Conse- 
quently they  realize  that  the  profit  repre- 
sented in  the  sale  of  a  cheap  article  at  a  cut 
price  has  been  earned  at  the  expense  of  the 
reputation  and  future  business  of  the  concern, 
and  therefore  it  really  means  a  dead  loss. 
The  purchaser  of  the  cheap  article  feels  it  in 
the  same  way;  the  article  is  quickly  useless, 
and  the  cheapest  proves  the  dearest  in  the 
end. 


Good  Field  for  American  Bicycle   Manufacturers  to 
Study. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Dec.  11. — The  prospect 
for  the  expansion  of  American  trade  in  China 
is  most  excellent,  and  the  magnitude  of  the 
opportunity  has  hardly  been  exaggerated. 
The  four  hundred  millions  of  people  who  in- 
habit the  Chinese  Empire  represent  an  enor- 
mous market,  which  is  rapidly  becoming 
more  accessible  with  the  opening  of  fresh 
ports  to  foreign  trade.  The  doors  are  wide 
open,  and  there  is  a  demand  for  pretty  nearly 
everything  that  is  manufactured  in  the  United 
States  if  only  it  is  cheap  and  good. 

The  trade  of  China  will  go,  naturally,  to 
those  who  cater  to  it  best.  Necessarily,  the 
Chinese  have  their  own  peculiar  requirements 
as  regards  almost  everything  they  import,  and 
these  must  be  studied  by  those  who  propose 
to  sell  goods  to  them.  It  will  pay  to  cater  to 
their  tastes,  though  the  latter  may  be  mere 
caprices.  One  point  in  our  favor  is  that  Chi- 
nese entertain  a  very  cordial  feeling  toward 
Americans,  regarding  them  as  friends. 

The  opportunities  for  trade  in  China  are 
worthy  of  being  thoroughly  investigated  by 
our  bicycle  manufacturers.  English  and  Ger- 
man cycle  manufacturers  have  their  eyes  on 
this  important  field  and  will  make  a  bold  bid 
for  it. 


J.  Jewell,   of  the  Jewel  Cycle  Works,   Buf- 
falo, was  in  New  York  recently. 

Edwards    &    Jensen,    Minneapolis,    bicycle 
repairers,  have  dissolved  partnership. 


A  blue  pointer  in  western  grammar  is  illus- 
trated in  the  advertisement  of  an  oyster 
dealer  of  Portland,  Ore.,  who  wants  "a  small 
boy  to  deliver  oysters  that  can  ride  a  wheel." 
Such  an  error,  while,  perhaps,  not  noticeable 
on  the  Pacific  coast,  in  New  York  counts. 


Quite  a  Line  of  Bicycle  Bells.    7  [  V  (/^    - 


The  N.  N.  Hill  Brass  Co.,  East  Hampton, 
Conn.,  makers  of  the  Sterling  bicycle  bells, 
are  out  with  a  very  attractive  line  for  the 
season  of  1900.     They   also  have  a  new  con- 


and  will  ring  a  bell  much  louder  than  the  old 
style  of  vibrating  or  verge  hammer.  As  the 
rotary  hammer  has  taken  the  place  of  the  vi- 
brating hammer  in  all  lever  bells,   so  it  will 


liiuious  i-jnginj;  bell,  with  nou  rcvnlvnig  gong 
and  centrally  pivoted  rotary  lianmier,  which 
hammer  has  been  demonstrated  as  the  most 
durable  ever  used  in  an  electric  stroke  bell, 


in  the  pnsh-bullon  liells.  Ity  connerting  the 
driving  wheel  to  the  niains])ring  on  the  under 
side  of  the  train-i)late,  the  toj)  plate  that  is 
usually  used  is  dispensed  with. 
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1^1^^^  Catalogue  nearly  ready.  Independent  Bicycle  Makers,  Dealers 
*  >/ W  y/  and  Jobbers  will  serve  their  interests  by  communicating  with 
us  for  1900  supplies  and  equipment. 

|C9^|^|   We  have   on    hand   several    thousand   dollars'  worth    of    '99 

i^-22  CHAINS,  HANDLE-BARS,  SADDLES, 
TIRES,  VULCANIZING  STOCK,  PATCHES, 
REPAIR    OUTFITS,     BICYCLE    STANDS, 

GENERAL    EQUIPMENT   AND    SUNDRIES,    if  you  are  interested  we  can  do  business, 
as  we  always  insist  on  starting" the  New  Year  with  New  Goods. 

THE    BECKLEY-RALSTON   CO., 

178    LAKE   STREET,  CHICAGO. 


^^^^^^^^^^^^ 


p.  S. — To  our  friends  who  are  waiting  to  pirate 
our  1900  Catalogue,  OREETINO:  Cheer 
up,  old  cbaps;  it's  almost  within  your  grasp. 


Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 


♦♦x♦<«x♦♦x♦♦♦<K"X♦<♦♦♦<«^♦K«K♦♦x♦<«^♦<K♦^<^^^ 


irs  Easy 

TO  SELL 
The    Great    Novelty. 

Keeps  Sprockets  and  Chain  in  line. 

Increased  Power. 

Increased  Speed. 

Stiffeat    Fork    and    Frame    in    the 
world. 

McKee  &  Harrington, 

173-179  Grand  St.,  New  York. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


Patent  Triple  Front  Fork, 
A  Complete  Line  from  $30  to  $60. 

Remember  that  McKee  &  Harrington 
took  the  first  prize  for  Bicycles  in  an 
exhibition  in  New  York  in  1880.  We 
are  old  in  the  business,  but  up-to-date. 
The   second  oldest   firm  in  America. 


i**l**X**l**t*'t*'><**><'l*»lK<<^^ 
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MORROW ; — — 

COASTER  BRAKES 
ARE  GUARANTEED 

For  A  Full  Riding  Season. 

IS   NOT  AN   EXPERIMENT. 

IT  IS  THE  ONLY 

SATISFACTORY  AND  RELIABLE  COASTER  BRAKE. 


€ 

1: 


S 
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EVIDENCE;  Adopted  by  95%  of  the  Makers. 

Agents,  order  your  samples  fitted  with  it  and  you  will 
INCREASE  YOUR   PROFITS. 


Tire  Brakes  are  a 

back-nvmb:e;r. 


ECLIPSE  BICYCLE  CO., 


V 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  E  LM  I  R  A,     N.     Y.  ♦!♦ 
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USED  CLINCHER  TUBING. 


Elkes     and     Brown      Use      Machines     Built     of 

This    Material    in    Record- 

Breaking. 

From  the  view-point  of  the  student  of  con- 
struction, there  were  two  successful  attempts 
at  breaking  racing  records  during  the  current 
year.  The  first  of  these  was  the  placing  of 
the  marks  from  two  to  thirty-six  miles,  in- 
clusive, to  the  credit  of  Harry  Elkes  on  Oct. 
■20. 

One  of  the  hardest  tests  of  the  material  in 
a  wheel  is  shown  in  these  long-distance,  rec- 
ord-breaking rides.  Every  part  of  the  ma- 
chine comes  in  for  strains,  made  stronger  by 
force  of  the  speed  at  which  it  is  being  pushed, 
and  to  ride  thirty-six  miles  within  the  pre- 
vious record  required  unusually  strong  ma- 
terial to  withstand  the  continuous  vibration 
and  wrenching. 

An  even  harder  test  was  the  500-mile  record 
made  by  Will  Brown,  in  New  York,  of  33 
hours  and  30  minutes,  on  Nov.  5.  The  strain 
that  would  be  apparent  on  the  material  of  the 
wheels  used  on  a  track  is  several-fold  greater 
when  the  riding  is  on  a  public  highway,  with 
its  comparatively  rough  and  uneven  surfaces. 

In  both  these  record-breaking  rides  the  ma- 
chines were  made  of  the  celebrated  Clincher 
brass-lined  tubing,  and  in  neither  was  there 
the  slightest  trouble  experienced  with  the 
mounts. 

The  authorities  on  construction  are  amply 
satisfied,  after  these  tests,  that  the  claims  of 
the  Wilmot  &  Hobbs  Mfg.  Co.  for  their 
product  are  borne  out. 


out  air  and  any  moisture  which  might  get 
into  the  gas  chamber,  and  insures  a  dry  gas. 

A  strong  feature  of  this  lamp  is  the  bot- 
tom. The  clamps  to  hold  the  bottom  on  are 
attached  to  the  body  of  the  lamp  and  clamp 
on  the  bottom,  around  the  outside  of  the 
flange.  Inside  of  the  flange  is  a  soft  rubber 
washer,  and  when  the  bottom  of  the  lamp  is 
placed  in  position  the  clamps  draw  body  and 
bottom  of  lamp  together,  the  soft  rubber 
washer   making  an  air-tight  joint. 

The  lamp  is  guaranteed  by  the  manufact- 
urers. 


n 


Brooklyn  Stands  Under  New  Control. 

One  of  the  recent  transfers  which  will  be 
of  interest  to  the  trade  is  that  of  the  Brook- 
lyn line  of  stands,  which  has  re- 
cently been  acquired  by  the 
Beckley-Ralston  Co.,  of  Chi- 
cago, who  purchased  patents, 
dies,  tools,  good-will,  etc.,  to- 
gether with  all  stock  on  hand. 

The    factory    has    been    moved 
to  Chicago  and  is  in  operation  at 
the  present  time.     The  two  most 
popular  sellers,  the  -Brooklyn  No. 
1   and  the  Simplicity  floor  stand, 
both    of   which    have   always   met 
with  a  ready  sale,  are  illustrated. 
The   Brooklyn   No.   5  will  also 
l)e  continued,  it  being  the  same  as 
No.   1,   except  that  it 
,;«:;,;;=v        lias   au  exteusiou  up- 
'■-    right.       The     line     is 
well   known   through- 
Simplicity  floor  stand.      out   the   country,   and 
under  the  new  management  will  probably  lose 
nothing  in  popularity. 


New  Departure  Bells— Lucas  Lamps. 

The  familiar  names  of  the  New  Departure 
Bell  Co.  and  the  Jos.  Lucas  &  Son  Co.,  orna- 
ment the  front  of  one  of  the  neatest  little 
catalogues  this  season.  It  shows  the  com- 
plete line  of  New  Departure  and  Bristol  bells, 
guards,  controllers,  coaster-hubs,  cyclometers^ 
pumps  and  the  famous  Lucas  line  of  lamps. 
For  concerns  which  are  known  to  the  trade 
from  end  to  end  of  the  country  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  say  anything,  except  that  the  new 
catalogue  is  ready  for  inspection. 


The  "Rough  Rider"  Lamp. 


^W 


The  cut  shows  the  "Rough  Rider"  Lamp, 
made  by  the  Nassau  Lamp  Co.,  of  New  York 
City,  a  small  and  neat  article  which  weighs  14 
ozs.  including  bracket.  The  strongest  and  best 
material  is  used,  and  all  parts  are  inter- 
changeable and  can  be  replaced  in  case  of 
accident.     The    water   does    Hot    drop    on    the 


Brooklyn. 

The  same  high  quality  of  workmanship  and 
material  will  be  continued  in  their  construc- 
tion, and  dealers  will  appreciate  a  line  of 
stands  in  which  they  can  have  confidence. 


IMPORTANT  BANKRUPTCY  DECISION. 


Liability    of     Stockholders     Decided     in    District 
Court. 

The  United  States  District  Court  has  ren- 
dered a  decision  relative  to  the  liability  of 
stockholders  of  a  corporation  which  goes  in- 
to bankruptcy.  It  was  held  that  when  the  as- 
sets of  a  bankrupt  corporation  are  insufficient 
to  pay  its  debts,  the  trustee,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Court  of  Bankruptcy,  has  authori- 
ty to  call  upon  the  stockholders  to  make  good 
the  unpaid  balance  of  their  subscriptions  to 
the  capital  stock  of  the  corporation  to  an 
amount  not  exceeding  the  deficiency  of  the 
other  assets  as  compared  with  the  debts. 

The  Court  holds  that  when  the  trustee  of 
a  bankrupt  corporation  calls  upon  the  stock- 
holders to  make  good  the  unpaid  balance  of 
their  subscriptions  to  its  capital  stock,  com- 
pliance with  the  call  is  to  be  enforced  by  a 
suit  in  equity  in  the  Federal  District  Court 
in  which  the  estate  of  the  bankrupt  is  being 
administered.  Where  directors  of  a  corpora- 
tion have  incurred  a  statutory  liability  to 
creditors  of  the  corporation,  by  contracting 
debts  in  excess  of  the  amount  allowed  by 
law,  or  by  paying  dividends  when  the  com- 
pany was  insolvent,  such  liability  is  not  as- 
sets of  the  corporation  in  bankruptcy  nor  a 
fund  to  be  resorted  to  by  the  trustee;  and, 
consequently,  its  existence  will  not  prevent 
the  trustee  from  calling  upon  stockholders  for 
the  unpaid  balance  of  their  stock. 

Finally  the  Court  holds  that  where  a  cred- 
itor of  a  corporation  is  a  subscriber  to  cor- 
porate stock,  he  cannot  prove  his  claim  until 
he  has  paid  the  balance  due  on  his  subscrip- 
tion. 
An  unsecured  creditor  of  a  corporation 
which  was  insolvent  and  about  to  suspend 
business,  who  secured  a  preference  by  advanc- 
ing to  the  corporation  a  further  sum  to  be 
used  in  paying  claims  held  by  its  managing 
officers,  is  affected  as  to  all  his  rights  as  a 
creditor  by  the  fraudulent  preference  of  the 
officers  to  which  he  was  a  party. 


Veteran  New  York  Nickel-Platers. 

Tillmann  &  Eckstein,  91  Elizabeth  street, 
New  York,  have  been  in  the  nickel-plating 
business  for  forty  years,  having  been  estab- 
lished in  18G0.  They  are  located  near  Grand 
street.  They  do  a  great  deal  of  nickel-plating 
for  the  George  N.  Pierce  Co.,  as  well  as  a 
number  of  other  concerns  in  the  cycle  trade 
in  this  city  and  vicinity. 


EAGER 


Adiake 

America 

Crown 


carbide,  but  is  carried  to  the  carbide  cham- 
ber by  a  tube  lined  with  sponge,  and  the  water 
dampens  the  carbide,  spreading  around  it 
evenly  and  thus  generating  gas  in  even  (|uan- 
tities.  The  tube  through  which  the  gas 
passes  to  burner  is  filled  with  packing  to  keep 


E.  G.  Eager,  of  Toledo,  formerly  right-hand 
man  to  Alvin  Peter  of  the  Viking  Company, 
is  general  sales  agent  for  the  Great  Western 
Mfg.  Co.,  of  La  Porte,  Ind.,  controlling  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  the  well-known  Ad- 
lake,  America  and  Crown  bicycles.  Mr.  Ea- 
ger controls  Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Illi- 
nois, West  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  as  far 
east  as  Harrisburg,  and  will  soon  have  on  the 
road  the  following  force,  formerly  members 
of  the  Viking  crew:  W.  F.  Gouty,  Ollie 
Bernhart,  B.  O.  Gamble.  Jack  Dcmpsey,  W. 
H.  Shell,  Harry  Mcintosh,  George  E. 
Yokom,  Leslie  M.  Ross,  and  Almon  Whee- 


lock.  Shipments  will  be  made  direct  from  La 
Porte,  although  a  stock  will  be  carried  in  To- 
ledo, for  rush  sliipments  to  nearby  points. 
Catalogues  will  be  ready  about  January  1,  and 
samples  can  be  shipped  at  once.  Mr.  Eager 
will  continue  with  the  firm  of  E.  G.  Eager  & 
Co.,  wholesale  sundries.  The  correspondence 
of  the  selling  agency  of  the  Great  Western 
Mfg.  Co.  will  be  in  charge  of  Mr.  Jack  Demp- 
sey. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Lonn,  of  the  Great  Western  Mfg. 
Co.,  was  in  New  York  last  week,  on  business 
for  the  company.  He  reports  that  the  new 
concern  has  most  pleasing  prospects,  and  that 
work  is  progressing  very  satisfactorily. 

The  less  a  man  knows  about  a  bicycle  the 
longer,  as  a  rule,  it  takes  him  to  tell  it. 
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The  Man 
on  the 
National 


knows  it  is  built  of  the  best  stock 
that  can  be  bought.  That  its  parts 
are   simple, .  yet    strong.      That    he 

can  depend  upon  it 

When  you  sell  NATIONALS  you  make  money  in  the  saving  of  your  time.  They  do  not  come  back  for 
repairs  and  adjustments.  They  stay  sold.  It  does  not  take  long  to  use  up  $i  worth  of  time  keeping 
customers  good-natured  if  you  sell  a  poorly  made  bicycle.  In  a  NATIONAL  you  save  all  that.  Many  of 
our  old  customers  will  handle  NATIONALS  exclusively  next  year,  because  they  have  found  that  there  is 
more  NET  PROFIT  in  them  than  in  cheaper  wheels.     If  they  find  this  profitable,  why  wouldn't  you? 


JSOT    MADE    BY    A 


NATIONAL  CYCLE  MFG.  CO., 


BAY   CITY,    MICH, 


Kindly  menition  The  Wheel. 


A  Happy  New  Year  For  The  Trade. 

THE   GEORGE  N.   PIERCE    COMPANY,  makers   of   PIERCE  BICYCLES,  having 
proven  to  the  trade  and  riding  public  that  their  wheels  are 


66 


99 


Have  Decided  to  Make  the  Following  Ouarantee  for  1900: 

We  agree  with  the  purchaser  of  each  PIERCE  Bicycle  to  make  good,  by  repair  or  replace- 
ment, when  delivered  at  our  factory,  or  to  our  branches,  transportation  prepaid,  any  imperfection 
or  defect  in  material  or  manufacture  of  such  bicycle,  provided  that  the  Factory  Serial  Number 
shall  be  on  such  bicycle  at  the  time  the  claim  is  made,  and  that  all  imperfect  or  defective  parts 
shall  be  referred  to  us  before  any  claim  for  repair  or  replacement  shall  be  allowed. 

This  guarantee  does  not  cover  the  cost  of  repairing  said  bicycle  when  damaged  by  acci- 
dent, misuse  or  neglect. 

This  Guarantee  Continues  Until  Dec.  31  st,  1900. 

Our  AGENCY  PROPOSITION  is   MOST  INTERESTING.      Advance   sheet  now  ready. 

THE  GEORGE  N.   PIERCE  COMPANY, 


BUFFALO. 


BOSTON. 


NEW  YORK. 


DENVER. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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About  Machine  Belts* 


ALTHOUGH  the  use  of  belting  for  the 
transmission  of  power  is  not,  strictly 
speaking,  an  American  invention,  the  great 
improvements  made  in  this  country  have 
caused  it  to  be  known  in  Europe  as  the  Amer- 
ican system.  In  Europe  the  greater  part  of 
the  power  is  transmitted  by  cog-wheels,  while 
in  the  United  States  perhaps  90  per  cent  is 
transmitted  by  belting.  The  latter  is  used 
everywhere,  from  the  sewing-machine  to  the 
high-horse-power  of  the  largest  factory.  Belts 
may  be  run  in  any  way,  at  any  angle,  of  any 
length,  at  almost  any  speed,  and  can  be  put 
in  place  and  managed  by  one  of  ordinary 
skill.  They  may  be  made  of  any  flexible  tough 
material — leather,  rubber,  gutta  percha,  cloth, 
paper,  rawhide,  cord  or  wire — and  they  may 
be  either  round  or  flat. 

Revolutions  Vary. 

While  so  handy  and  so  popular,  they  have, 
however,  one  fault.  They  are  not  positive.  If 
you  start  from  the  motor  with  a  certain  num- 
ber of  revolutions,  you  lose  a  portion  of  them 
with  every  belt  used.  This  seems  to  be  the 
chief  fault  of  the  system.  It  is  noiseless, 
yielding,  and  regular,  but,  unlike  cog-wheels, 
it  is  not  positive.  The  number  of  revolutions 
that  are  lost  may  and  does  vary  with  changes 
of  the  load  or  of  the  atmosphere.  Belts  de- 
rive their  power  to  transmit  motion  from  the 
friction  between  the  surfaces  of  the  belt  and 
the  pulley,  and  from  nothing  else,  and  are 
governed  by  the  same  laws  as  friction  between 
flat  surfaces.  The  friction  increases  regular- 
ly with  the  pressure. 

There  is  a  great  difference  in  the  friction  of 
belts,  due  to  their  elasticity  of  surface;  that  is, 
the  more  elastic  the  surface  the  greater  the 
friction.  Experiments  with  a  pulley  and  belt, 
moved  by  a  lever  and  spring  balance,  are  suf- 
ficient to  show  the  difference  in  the  actual 
friction  between  the  grain  and  the  flesh  sides 
of  a  leather  belt  in  contact  with  a  metal  pul- 
ley. The  old  rule  that  "the  number  of  inches 
in  contact,  multiplied  by  one-half  the  velocity 
of  the  belt,  expressed  in  feet  per  minute,  and 
divided  by  33,000,  will  give  the  horse-power," 
might  give   it  once  in   a  hundred  times,  but 


scarcely  oftener.  The  true  rule  is  that  a  belt 
holds  upon  its  pulley  as  the  tension  (pres- 
sure), and  as  the  square  of  the  degrees  of  its 
wrap. 

A  belt  wrapped  one-quarter  around  a  pulley 
has  only  one-fourth  the  power  of  a  belt 
wrapped  one-half  around  the  same  pulley 
with  the  same  tension.  A  line  around  a  post 
will  give  a  good  illustration  of  this.  One- 
half  a  turn  and  the  effect  of  a  man's  weight 
is  doubled;  a  full  turn  and  his  weight  is  near- 
ly enough  to  stop  a  heavy  canal  boat;  two 
turns  given,  and  his  weight  will  stop  the  boat 
or  the  line  will  part. 

Belts  always  run  to  the  high  part  of  a  pul- 
ley when  the  shafts  are  parallel;  but  when 
they  are  not,  the  belt  will  always  run  towards 
the  ends  of  the  shafts  that  are  nearest  to- 
gether; and  this  tendency  is  much  stronger 
than  to  run  to  the  highest  part  of  the  pulley. 
In  case  a  belt  gives  trouble  in  this  way,  by 
drawing  a  line  across  the  edges  of  the  two 
pulleys  it  will  be  seen  that  the  fault  is  in  the 
shafting.  Sometimes  the  bearings  may  be  in 
line;  but  the  tendency  of  the  belt  is  to  spring 
the  shaft,  so  as  to  throw  the  pulleys  more  or 
less  out  of  line.  A  stiffer  shaft  or  another 
bearing  is  the  best  remedy.  Leather  and  rub- 
ber belts  have  each  their  advocates,  and  each 
party  says  his  is  very  much  better;  but  expe- 
rience leads  to  the  conclusion  that  each  kind 
is  better  in  its  place.  Where  the  belt  is  clear, 
a  rubber  belt  will  transmit  about  20  per  cent 
more  power  with  the  same  tension;  will  last 
as  long,  and  will  run  perfectly  straight.  It  can 
be  made  of  any  length  or  width,  of  exactly 
the  same  thickness  in  every  part,  perfectly 
smooth  on  its  surface;  and  when  in  use,  every 
part  will  come  into  contact  with  the  surface 
of  the  pulley.  The  greater  tractile  power  of 
the  rubber  belt  is  due  to  its  greater  elasticity. 

Defects  in  Leather  Belts. 

Leather  belts  are,  of  course,  made  from 
pieces,  and,  as  leather  is  not  perfectly  flat,  a 
perfectly  flat  belt  cannot  be  made  from  it. 
If  the  belt  is  cut  from  the  back  of  the  hide, 
the  edges  are  not  so  firm  as  the  centre,  and 
upon  a  crowned  pulley  they  will  not  hug  so 


well  as  if  they  were  of  the  same  firmness  as- 
the  centre.  If  the  belt  is  cut  from  one  side 
of  the  back,  then  one  edge  will  be  less  firm 
than  the  other,  and  the  belt  will  be  crooked, 
and  one  side  will  have  more  tension  than  the 
other.  Leather  belts  are  usually  riveted  at 
the  joints.  Now,  if  a  rivet-head  touches  the 
pulley  the  friction  is  less  than  if  the  leather 
touched  at  that  particular  spot.  If  the  head 
is  above  the  surface  of  the  belt,  then  a  portion 
of  the  belt  is  not  in  contact  with  the  pulley; 
and  in  case  the  head  is  below  the  surface  of 
the  belt,  then,  of  course,  there  is  no  contact. 
Every  rivet  in  a  belt  is  in  one  or  another  of 
these  positions,  and  leather  belts  are  there- 
fore improved  by  the  use  of  lacings  or  other 
devices  in  place  of  rivets. 

Double  leather  belts  are  used  quite  as  often 
as  single  ones,  but  without  gain,  as  a  single 
leather  one  will  transmit  a  higher  percentage 
of  the  power  from  the  motor  than  a  double 
one.  If  you  look  on  the  face  of  a  leather 
belt  which  has  been  used  for  some  time  you 
will  see  that  the  face  has  a  mottled  appear- 
ance, light  and  dark,  showing  how  much  of 
its  surface  has  come  into  contact  with  the 
pulley.  If  an  average  of  one  inch  of  width 
has  not  touched,  then  you  have  paid  for  one 
inch  of  belt  that  is  of  no  use,  but  rather  a 
detriment. 

Double  leather  belts  run  straighter  than  sin- 
gle ones,  all  other  conditions  being  equal,  as 
the  flank  side  of  one  part  can  be  put  up 
against  the  back  of  the  other.  A  double  belt 
will  naturally  stand  a  greater  tension  than  a 
single  one,  but  a  single  one  will  stand  all  that 
should  be  put  on  any  belt. 


Snyder's  Advance  Catalogue. 

The  advance  catalogue  of  the  H.  P.  Snyder 
Mfg.  Co.,  of  Little  Falls,  N.  Y.,  has  been  is- 
sued to  the  trade.  It  contains  illustrations 
and  specifications  of  the  models  made  by  the 
company,  as  well  as  the  details  of  construc- 
tion. The  text  matter  is  clearly  and  interest- 
ingly written. 

Transfer  of  Ball  Retainer  Co. 

Announcement  is  made  of  the  transfer  of 
the  business,  property  and  assets  of  the  Star 
Ball  Retainer  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  to 
the  Star  Ball  Retainer  Co.,  a  corporation  ex- 
isting under  New  Jersey  laws.  The  new  con- 
cern assumes  all  liabilities. 


Arthur  Du  Cros  has  gone  to  the  wars  in 
South  Africa  as  a  volunteer  in  the  Imperial 
Light  Horse  cavalry. 


"Union  Bicycles"  | 

For    1900 

"WILL    BE   XjIO-HT   'WEIGHTS. 


i 


"WE       IITVITB       COR.R,E!SFON"IDEI<]"CE- 


Union  6ycle  Mfg.  60..  HiqhlandviUe.  Mass. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


! 


1899. 


37 


c^-^ 


Nl 


# 


-lO 


ON  D      TH 


V 


'.  -^^^^^^^^ 


^«^*J?i.^A^<^. 


The  BEST  WHEELS  are  being  EQUIPPED  with 
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/  Are  the  ONLY  BARS  which  CANNOT  FALL  DOWN. 
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/-    Are  Fitted  with  INVISIBLE  INTERNAL  EXPANDER. 

Are  a  Combination  of  BEAUTY   and   STRENGTH. 

Are  MECHANICALLY  CORRECT. 


Write  us  for 

Beautiful  Water-Color 

Sketch. 
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Information  on  Acetylene* 


ONE  of  the  most  interesting  papers  pre- 
sented before  the  Cliicago  Architectu- 
ral Club  was  that  of  F.  Cortez  Wilson  on  the 
subject  of  "Acetylene  Lighting."  His  re- 
marks, in  part,  are  considered  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  bear  publicity,  and  are  given  here- 
with as  follows: 

"I  believe  that  nothing  of  equal  importance 
came  dnto  extensive  use  in  anything  like  so 
short  a  period  of  time  as  acetylene.  This  may 
be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  at  no  pre- 
vious time  has  large  wealth  in  the  hands  of 
men  accustomed  to  risk  it  in  business  ventures 
been  so  available.  Thos.  L.  Wilson's  original 
patents  were  sold  to  a  syndicate  of  capitalists 
of  New  York,  among  them  prominent  patent 
attorneys  and  owners  of  large  blocks  of  gas 
stocks,  such  men  having  a  better  appreciation 
of  the  magnitude  of  Wilson's  discovery  than 
the  average  speculator. 

"That  difficulties  in  the  practical  use  of  the 
gas  would  be  met  with  was  to  be  expected.  At 
first  it  was  learned  that  owing  to  the  richness 
of  acetylene  in  carbon  it  was  difficult  to  supply 
sufficient  air  to  the  burners  to  insure  perfect 
combustion,  and  in  consequence  they  would 
become  clogged  and  in  a  comparatively  short 
time  fill  the  air  with  lamp  black  of  purest  qual- 
ity. This  difficulty  has  been  overcome  by  the 
invention  of  burners  especially  designed  to  in- 
sure a  sufficient  supply  of  air. 

Experimenting. 

"Consulting  Engineer  C.  F.  Thompson,  of 
Liverpool,  sums  up  the  situation  in  his  work, 
'Acetylene  Gas.  Its  Nature,  Properties  and 
Use,'  so  well  that  I  will  quote  him:  'The  ex- 
treme simplicity  of  the  process  by  which  acet- 
ylene may  be  generated,  while  being  one  of  its 
chief  advantages,  has  at  the  same  time  proved 
a  disadvantage  owing  to  its  very  simplicity, 
having  attracted  enthusiastic  but  unskilled  am- 
ateurs and  others,  who  have  entered  the  field 
of  experiment  with  a  very  imperfect  knowl- 
edge of  the  nature  or  properties  of  carbide  or 
of  acetylene,  the  result  being  that  in  a  few 
cases  accidents  have  occurred  through  its 
agency,  attended  with  more  or  less  disastrous 
consequences.  It  is,  therefore,  the  blind,  un- 
intelligent experiments  of  ignorant  persons 
which  constitute  the  real  dangers  of  acetylene, 
and  it  has  consequently  suffered  by  the  want 
of  knowledge  or  carelessness  of  its  votaries, 
the  disastrous  results  of  whose  ill-advistd  en- 
thusiasm have  had  the  effect  of  bringing  into 
disrepute  one  of  the  most  valuable  articles 
which  chemical  research  has  evolved  and  elec- 
trical  science   made  a  commercial   possibility. 

"  'In  all  operations  in  which  known  physical 
conditions  are  involved  or  known  substances 
employed,  the  possiljlc  or  probable  results,  in- 
stead of  being  speculative  or  purely  conjectu- 
ral, may.  by  having  due  regard  to  natural 
physical  forces  and  properties  of  matter  and 
careful  consideration  of  the  factors  in  the  case, 
be  predetermined — theoretically — with  more 
or  less  degree  of  accuracy  before  being  prac- 
tically tested  by  a  trial  fir  so  called  "experi- 
ment." In  view  of  the  fact  that  literature 
bearing  upon  all  branches  or  departments  of 


physical  science  is  available,  experiments  of  a 
purely  speculative  character  in  the  fields  of 
chemistry  or  of  mechanism  are  inexcusable. 
But  if  entered  upon  in  ignorance  of  or  indif- 
ference to  underlying  principles  or  conditions 
involved,  and  with  indefinite  views  as  to  the 
effects  sought  or  thought  possible  of  attain- 
ment, the  most  probable  results  will  be  waste 
of  time  and  material,  disappointment  and  per- 
haps even  disaster.  "A  little  knowledge  is  a 
dangerous  thing,"  and  usually  tends  to  beget 
one  '  or  other  of  two  conditions  of  mind — 
namelyj  a  childish  and  undefined  fear  on  the 
one  hand  or  a  reckless  temerity  and  indiffer- 
ence as  to  consequences  on  the  other.' 
Introduction  of  Gas  Difficult. 

"In  regard  to  the  storage  of  carbide  an  ex- 
pert examining  committee  has  said:  'As  to 
licenses  for  storing  carbide  of  calcium,  we  con- 
sider that  local  authorities  need  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  granting  such  licenses  for  storage, 
provided  it  be  shown  to  their  satisfaction  that 
the  material  is  properly  packed  and  that  it  is 
intended  to  store  it  in  some  dry,  well  venti- 
lated place.' 

"In  view  of  this  the  well  meaning  but  ill 
directed  efforts  of  some  fire  chiefs  to  procure 
legislation  to  prevent  absolutely  the  storage 
of  carbide  within  corporation  limits  and  in 
some  instances  its  transportation  through  the 
streets,  became  rather  absurd. 

"It  reminds  me  of  the  difficulties  exper- 
ienced in  introducing  coal  gas.  When  that 
method  of  illumination  was  first  discovered 
promoters  desired  to  light  the  House  of  Par- 
liament and  made  strenuous  efforts  to  that 
end,  and  after  laboring  with  the  combined  in- 
telligence of  the  realm  for  about  two  years 
finally  obtained  the  necessary  authority, 
coupled  with  the  proviso  that  the  'pipes  car- 
rying the  gas  should  be  placed  upon  brack- 
ets at  least  18  inches  from  the  wall,'  showing 
that  at  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury human  nature  was  much  the  same  as  we 
find  it  at  its  close.  The  'Encyclopoedia  Brit- 
annica'  states  that  in  1801  'F.  A.  Winsor  took 
up  the  subject  (of  gas  lighting)  with  zeal 
and  unwearying  patience,  which  led  to  a  rec- 
ognition of  the  advantages  of  the  system  and 
the  breaking  down  of  the  powerful  prejudice 
vvhich  existed  in  England  against  the  innova- 
tion.' Notwithstanding  this,  the  people  of 
Philadelphia  over  thirty  years  afterward  pre- 
sented a  'remonstrance  against  lighting  with 
gas'  which  contained  these  expressions: 
'Consider  it  a  most  inexpedient,  offensive  and 
dangerous  mode  of  lighting;'  'We  consider 
gas  to  be  an  article  as  ignitable  as  gunpowder 
nnd  nearly  as  fatal  in  its  effects.' 
Qualities  of  the  Light. 

''The  spectrum  from  the  acetylene  light  is 
practically  the  same  as  the  solar  and  the  gas 
is  being  used  by  manufacturing  photograph- 
ers with  much  success.  The  quality  of  acety- 
lene •  light  being  almost  equal  to  sunlight, 
practically  a  pure  white,  in  this  respect  it  is 
superior  to  all  other  artificial  illuminants,  as 
owing  to  this  fact  all  colors  appear  under  its 
rays  the  same  as  by  daylight.     Under  prop- 


er conditions  as  to  density  and  pressure  the 
fiame  is  perfectly  steady  and  free  from  the 
flickering  peculiar  to  common  gas. 

''Acetylene  possesses  a  peculiar  and  unmis- 
takable odor  of  such  pungent  and  penetrating 
character  as  to  render  its  presence  apparent 
at  once,  and  as  its  specific  gravity  is  so  near 
that  of  air  it  is  diffused  throughout  the  room 
instead  of  rising  to  the  ceiling,  hence  leaks 
in  pipes  and  fixtures  are  at  once  detected. 
Acetylene  is  much  less  poisonous  than  coal 
gas,  being  practically  free  from  sulphuretted 
hydrogen  and  carbonic  oxide,  with  which  coal 
gas  is  always  more  or  less  contaminated, 
which  constitute  the  really  poisonous  element. 
And  right  here  is  a  matter  well  worth  your 
consideration.  It  is  well  known  that  a  con- 
servatory cannot  be  lighted  with  coal  gas,  as 
the  plants  are  destroyed  by  the  poisons 
evolved  from  the  lights.  We  conducted  a 
few  experiments  which  demonstrated  that 
plants  would  thrive  under  acetylene  light  and 
assume  their  natural  color.  Tender  shoots 
would  become  perfectly  white  in  36  hours 
when  left  in  a  dark  place,  but  would  assume 
their  green  dress  with  astonishing  rapidity 
when  the  acetylene  light  was  turned  on,  a 
green  hue  being  observable  within  five  hours 
afterward. 

"In  comparison  with  other  hydro-carbon 
fiames  of  equal  lighting  power  that  of  acety- 
lene is  comparatively  cool,  a  '24-candle  power 
acetylene  flame  producing  but  little  more  heat 
than  is  developed  by  an  incandescent  light  of 
equal  power. 

Selecting  a  Generator. 

"The  generator  must  .get  out  of  the  carbide 
all  the  gas  it  will  produce;  it  must  not  over- 
heat the  gas;  it  must  supply  gas  under  uni- 
form pressure;  it  must  not  require  attention 
except  to  recharge;  it  must  store  all  gas  gen- 
erated after  lights  are  shut  off;  it  must  be 
readily  freed  from  residuum;  it  must  not  have 
working  parts  to  become  disarranged;  it  must 
have  ample  capacity. 

"First  cost  is  the  last  thing  to  be  consid- 
ered. A  good  generator  is  a  good  invest- 
ment at  a  fair  price,  but  a  poor  generator  is 
dear  as  a  gift.  Relative  cost  of  maintenance 
determines  which  is  the  cheapest  apparatus." 


Buller  Praises  Cyclists. 

Sir  Redvers  Buller  has  complimented  the 
local  volunteer  cycle  despatch  riders  upon 
their  smartness,  which,  he  says,  greatly  facili- 
tates the  organization  of  the  campaign  on  the 
western  border  of  the  present  South  African 
operations.  Probably,  when  the  war  is  over, 
it  will  be  found  that  a  tremendous  amount  of 
useful  work  in  the  direction  referred  to  by 
General  Buller  has  been  undertaken  and  suc- 
cessfully carried  out  by  cyclist  scouts  and  des- 
patch carriers. 

A  Fine  Calendar. 

The  United  States  Rubber  Co.  has  issued 
a  very  beautiful  and  artistic  calendar  for  1000. 
It  is  in  the  shape  of  a  folding  screen  in  three 
ipanels,  llxlG  inches.  It  is  lithog-aphed  in 
eleven  colors  and  gold  and  embossed.  It  is 
fully  equal  to  the  calendars  that  are  sold  in 
art  stores,  but  will  be  sent  for  four  cents  in 
stamps  by  addressing  the  Publishing  Dcpt., 
U.  S.  Rubber  Co.,  Box  1553,  New  York. 


In  the  kindergarten  of  a  school  in  Harlem, 
New  York  City,  the  liltk-  children  arc  taught 
bicycle  riding. 
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Among  the  Gods 

the  strength  of  Herctiles 
was  unsurpassed. 

Only  his  superior  strength 
over  other  gods  suffices  to 
illustrate  how  much  strong- 
er is  the  Claus  bar  than  any 
other  bar. 

The  wonderful  strength 
of  the  Claus  bar  is  due  to 
several  very  simple  reasons : 

It  is  made  of  the  best, 
finest,  most  expensive  ma-  . 
terial  obtainable.  I 

It  has  no  small  parts,  no 
small  weak  teeth  to  break, 
no  nuts  to  work  loose. 

It  isn't  made  of  two 
halves  hanging  on  to  each 
other  by  the  strength  of  a 
few  small,  weak  teeth. 

It  is  all  one  bar — all  one 
thing — as  solid  as  a  station- 
ary bar. 

All  its  parts  interlock 
with  the  grip  of  a  brazing. 

If  other  bars  are  as  strong 
as  the  Claus,  why  don't  the 
makers  guarantee  them  for- 
ever ?    We  do. 

The  CIa«s 
Handle-Bar  Mfg.  Co., 

Milwaukee,  Wis.  U.  S.  A. 
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The  Claus  Bar 

is  strong  .commercially  as 
well  as  intrinsically. 

It  strengthens  the  value — 
the  selling  power  —  of  a 
wheel  equipped  with  it. 

It  strengthens  the  argu- 
ment of  the  maker,  jobber 
and  dealer. 

We  are  telling  riders  and 
dealers  that  it  is  the  only 
bar  guaranteed  forever. 

If  the  Claus,  or  any  part 
of  it,  breaks  at  any  time  we 
will  replace  it. 

Thousands  now  know- 
that  it  is  the  only  bar  tliat 
can  be  adjusted  without  a 
wrench  —  that  does  not 
cramp  the  chest— that  can- 
not work  loose — in  which 
all  parts  interlock. 

The  dealer  who  buys  bi- 
cycles without  specifying 
the  Claus  isn't  giving  his 

customers  what  they  ought 
to  have. 

The  maker  or  jobber 
who  doesn't  equip  the  Claus 
isn't  helping  the  dealer  all 
he  can.     Write  for  prices. 

The  Claus 
Handle-Bar  Mfgf.  Co., 

Milwaukee,  Wis.  U.  S.  A. 
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AN  IMPORTANT  SlIT. 


Case  of  Morgan  &  Wright  Against  the  Allen  Mfg. 

Co.  Heard  in  Louisville  and  the 

Judgment  Deferred. 

Argiiincnt  in  a  case  tliat  has  attracted  con- 
siderable attention  was  heard  by  Judge  Shac- 
kelford Miller  in,  the  Chancery  Court  in 
Louisville  last  week.  The  suit  was  that  of 
Morgan  &  Wright,  of  Chicago,  against  the 
Allen  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Michigan  City,  Ind.,  to  de- 
cide the  ownership  of  a  car  of  bicycles.  This 
car  of  wheels,  140  in  all,  was  seized  on  an 
attachment  suit  in  this  city  in  October,  1897, 
to  satisfy  a  debt  of  about  |2,000  for  bicycle 
tires,  due  Morgan  &  Wright. 

The  seizure  of  the  car  was  sensational.  It 
was  billed  to  the  W.  B.  Hutchinson  Lumber 
&  Supply  Co.,  Cordele,  Ga.  W.  W.  &  J.  R. 
Watts  were  the  attorneys  for  Morgan  & 
Wright.  When  the  message  was  received,  the 
wheels  had  left  Louisville.  It  was  learned  that 
a  wreck  had  occurred  at  South  Louisville, 
and'Phil  Donahue,  Deputy  Sheriff,  was  started 
on  horseback  to  catch  the  train,  if  possible. 
He  got  to  South  Louisville  just  as  the  freight 
train  was  pulling  out.  He  stopped  it,  tacked 
his  paper  on  the  car,  and  forced  the  con- 
ductor to  back  up  and  detach  the  car.  A 
switch  engine  was  pressed  into  service,  and  the 
car  was  hauled  back  to  Louisville.  The  wheels 
were  sold  at  auction  in  March,  1898. 

In  searching  for  evidence,  the  retained  at- 
torney of  Messrs.  Morgan  &  Wright,  Mr. 
Ambrose  A.  Worsley,  discovered  what  was 
characterized  in  the  argument  as  a  gigantic 
conspiracy  to  defraud  creditors.  The  Allen 
Mfg.  Co.  Avere  the  lessees  of  the  convict  labor 


in  the  penitentiary  at  Michigan  City,  Ind. 
The  bicycles  were  made  in  the  penitentiary. 
It  was  stated  that  the  Allen  Company  founo 
itself  on  the  verge  of  failure  in  July,  1897,  and 
to  save  the  directors  and  stockholders,  it  was 
decided  to  build  a  large  number  of  bicycles, 
throw  them  on  the  market  at  low  prices 
(lower  than  the  cost  price),  and  then  fail.  To 
do  this,  is  was  necessary  to  buy  large  quanti 
ties  of  supplies,  such  as  tires,  saddles,  etc. 
The  wheels  were  built,  and  they  were  sold 
mostly  to  directors  and  stockholders  of  the 
Allen  Company.  W.  B.  Hutchinson,  presi- 
dent of  the  Hutchinson  Lumber  &  Supply 
Co.,  at  Cordele,  Ga.,  was  vice-president  of  the 
Allen  Company.  It  developed  that  2,118 
wheels  had  been  built  between  July  21,  when 
the  meeting  was  held  at  Chicago  of  the  di- 
rectors to  decide  on  a  plan  to  close  the  fac- 
tory, and  October  6,  when  the  car  of  wheels 
was  seized.  A  number  of  well-known  In- 
diana politicians,  connected  with  the  convict 
labor  contract,  were  interested  in  the  Allen 
Company.  Frank  Swope,  of  this  city,  and  F. 
J.  Galleher,  of  Michigan  City,  Ind.,  repre- 
sented the  Allen  Company.  Judge  Miller 
took  the  case  under  advisement. 


Says  Makes  Cheaper  Carbide. 

A  process  by  which  calcium  carbide  can  be 
continuously  produced  more  cheaply  than  by 
the  process  at  present  in  use  is  reported  to 
have  been  discovered  by  Professor  Freeman, 
who  has  been  conducting  a  series  of  experi- 
ments  at  the  Armour  Institute,  Chicago.  In 
the  new  process  a  huge  arc  lamp  inclosed  in 
brick-work  in  the  interior  of  a  furnace  was 
employed.  The  upper  electrode  of  the  lamp 
was  hollow,  and  through  it  waS  fed  a  powder 


composed  of  60  per  cent  common  lime  and  40 
per  cent  coke.  This  powder  being  carried 
through  the  upper  carbon  directly  into  the 
electric  flame,  was  melted  by  the  intense  heat; 
all  the  power  of  the  electric  plant  of  the  in- 
stitute was  turned  into  the  electrodes,  and  cal- 
cium carbide  in  a  molten  state  ran  away  from 
the  machine.  It  was  estimated  that  the  car- 
bide was  produced  at  a  cost  of  one-half  cent 
per  pound.  According  to  Professor  Freeman 
the  great  gain  indicated  was  due  to  the  con- 
tinuous production  of  carbide — in  a  word,  the 
demonstration  that  it  can  be  produced  con- 
tinuously by  feeding  the  ground  lime  and  car- 
bon into  the  furnace. 


Turned  Backward  Somersault. 

Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  9. — According  to  his 
own  testimony  Joseph  S.  Beach,  a  bicycle  re- 
pairer, whose  shop  is  at  12  Andrews  street, 
turned  a  backward  somersault  in  attempting 
to  escape  the  alleged  wrath  of  a  constable, 
who  attacked  him,  he  said,  in  his  shop.  Mr. 
Beach  was  on  trial  on  a  charge  of  assaulting 
Constable  Griffin  with  a  brush.  Mr.  Griffin 
had  called  on  Mr.  Beach  relative  to  some 
shoes  the  ownership  of  which  had  been  dis- 
puted in  the  Municipal  Court.  The  defendant 
declared  that  Griffin  refused  to  leave  the  shop 
when  ordered  to  go,  and  that  he  started  to 
open  the  door  to  show  him  out.  "I  took  him 
by  the  coat-collar,"  said  Beach,  "and  he 
grabbed  me  around  the  waist.  I  slid  down 
and  got  away  from  him,  and  then  I  turned  a 
back  somersault  and  landed  in  the  rear  corner 
of  the  shop.  Lie  came  at  me  and  I  picked  up 
the  first  thing  that  was  handy  with  which  to 
defend  myself.  It  was  that  brush,  and  I 
pounded  him  over  the  head  with  it." 


If  You  are  a  Responsible  Dealer 


Write  for  the  exclusive 
agency  of 


Pathfinder 
Bicycle. 

$25,  $30,  $40,  $50 

LIST  PRICES. 

ONE-YEAR  GUARANTEE  WITH 
EVERY  MACHINE. 

Tfiirty  years*  experience  manufacturing  Bicycles  in  Europe  and  America  should    convince  you 
that   we   build   good   Machines* 

Costs  you  I  cent  to  secure  our  1900  catalogue,  just  out,  and  printed  contracts  for  consideration. 

The  National  American  Cycle  Co.,  akron.  ohio.  v.  s.  a. 


Kindly   mention   The  Wheel 
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THE  WORLD'S  STANDARD  HANDLEDAR 


IT'S  NOT  AN 
EXPERIMENT 


IT'S     BEEN 


KELLY    HANDLE-BAR   CO.,    CLEVELAND,    OHIO, 


WRITE    FOR    PRICES. 


■THE  KELLY  ADJUSTADLE  HANDLE-PAR' 
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1   SNOW  CHAINS 


Are  as  perfect  as  the  most  modern  machinery, 
operated  by  skilled  mechanics,  can  make  them. 
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SNOW  CHAINS 


Are   beautifully   finished   and   can   be   supplied 
in  any  style  desired. 


SNOW  CHAINS 


Are   guaranteed   to   be   absolutely   satisfactor}^ 
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SOLE  SELLING  AGENTS : 

CROSBY  &  MAYER  CO., 
BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 


SNOW  CYCLE  CHAIN  CO., 

SYRACUSE,  N.  Y. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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BRITISH  AND  AMERICAN  WORKMEN. 


An    English   Trade    Paper    Admits    Superiority    of 
American  Mechanics. 

It  is  a  bitter  pill  for  any  publication  to  ad- 
mit that  the  workmen  of  its  country  are  in- 
ferior to  those  of  any  other,  but  this  is  done 
in  pronounced  implication  by  the  "Cycle 
Trader."  The  remarks  contained  in  its  com- 
parison between  English  and  American  mak- 
ers more  than  offsets  its  conclusions  that  "our 
American  friends  are  too  prone  to  deduce  gen- 
eral laws  from  isolated  examples."  The 
English  paper  says: 

"Both  the  British  press  and  that  of  the 
United  States  have  been  giving  a  good  deal 
of  attention  to  the  question  of  how  far  the 
British  workmen  compare  favorably  with  their 
rivals  and  competitors  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic.  The  Americans  who  have  taken 
part  in  this  controversy  have  maintained  that 
the  same  American  tools  cannot  yield  as  good 
results  when  installed  in  this  country  as  they 
do  in  the  country  of  their  origin,  and  this  ad- 
verse difference  is  attributed  to  the  more  lim- 
ited capacity  of  the  British  employe.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  is  maintained  that  if  the  product 
of  a  given  plant  or  machine  is  reduced  when 
set  to  work  in  this  country,  it  is  not  necessa- 
rily the  inability  of  the  worker  to  do  better 
that  is  to  be  condemned,  but  the  fact  that 
his  trade  union  regulations  and  his  subordi- 
nate help  make  it  difficult  for  him  to  do  as 
much  as  he  could  and  would  do  if  these  con- 
ditions were  different.  Moreover,  there  is 
the  fact  that  British  workmen  are  not  so  spe- 
cially trained  in  the  working  of  certain  Amer- 
ican machines  as  those  who  have  had  to  ma- 


nipulate those  machines  for  many  years.  There 
is  something  to  be  said  on  both  sides.  No 
doubt  the  British  workman  is  not  much  in- 
clined, as  a  rule,  to  move  out  of  his  old 
grooves,  and,  as  is  pointed  out  in  a  recent 
issue  of  'Commercial  Intelligence,'  he  has 
been  habituated  to  work  machines  that  are  in 
some  essential  features  different  to  those  in- 
troduced by  our  American  competitors.  Pos- 
sibly, alas,  the  trade  union  restrictions  hinder 
him  from  doing  all  that  he  would  otherwise 
undertake.  But  even  if  it  be  accepted  as 
proved  that  American  machines  in  British 
workshops  are  not  so  effective  as  the  same 
machines  in  American  workshops,  it  does  not 
demonstrate  incapacity  on  the  part  of  British 
workmen  to  come  up  to  the  American  stand- 
ard. The  only  true  test  would  be  that  of 
placing  a  certain  number  of  workmen  side  by 
side — one-half  British  and  one-half  American 
— to  work  the  same  tools  under  circumstances 
that  demanded  from  each  the  best  work  of 
which  they  were  capable.  Our  American 
friends  are  too  prone  to  deduce  general  laws 
from  isolated  examples." 


Demand  for  Ladles'  Wheels  Reduced. 

Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  10. — "As  near  as  I 
can  find  out  from  my  own  firm  and  men  in  the 
bicycle  business,  the  sale  of  ladies'  wheels  dur- 
ing the  past  year  will  show  a  falling  off  of  30 
per  cent  as  compared  with  the  year  before." 
This  remark  was  made  by  John  N.  Willys,  a 
commercial  traveler  for  the  Snell  Cycle  Fit- 
tings Co.  Mr.  Willys  says  that  it  is  a  well- 
known  fact  that  women  are  not  riding  bicy- 
cles to  such  an  extent  as  formerly.  This  is 
probably  due  to  the  fact  that  cycling  at  one 


time  was  a  fad  with  women,  and  like  other 
crazes  has  had  its  day.  While  a  large  number 
still  ride  for  pleasure,  the  bulk  of  the  wheels 
sold  are  purchased  for  business  purposes.  Bi- 
cycles have  become  a  necessity  to  a  large 
number  of  people  who  ride  to  and  from  their 
work. 


Detroit  Dealer  Murdered. 

Detroit,  Mich.,  Dec.  9.— John  M.  Reindly, 
a  bicycle  dealer,  was  found  dying  in  his  shop 
at  19G  Griswold  street.  His  head  was  fright- 
fully pounded  and  he  died  in  a  few  moments. 
His  clothing  was  afire  and  smelled  of  gaso- 
line. It  is  supposed  that  his  murderer  at- 
tempted to  burn  the  shop  and  body.  Rob- 
bery is  the  probable  motive.  There  was  no 
money  found  either  in  the  till  or  Reindly's 
pockets. 


Comprehensive  Line  of  Bells. 

The  catalogue  recently  issued  by  the  Frank 
Mossberg  Co.,  of  Attleboro,  Mass.,  shows  a 
very  complete  line  of  bells  and  wrenches.  In 
the  bell  department  are  shown  several  novel- 
ties in  patterns  that  are  operated  by  the  tire, 
and  one  of  these  is  a  chime.  Every  detail  for 
the  information  of  the  buyer  is  furnished, 
making  it  a  comprehensive  trade-induccr. 

To  Try  Co-operative  Plan. 

The  business  of  the  Indiana  Chain  Company 
has  been  transferred  to  a  stock  company  of 
the  same  name,  which  includes  among  the 
stockholders  some  of  the  employes.  It  is  the 
intention  of  the  new  company  to  try  the  co- 
operative plan  with  a  view  to  increasing  re- 
sults. 


Strength,  Safety,  Reliability. 

THREE  IMPORTANT  POINTS  to  be 
considered     in     connection     with    a    Chainless     2 
Gear. 

BESIDES  THESE  FEATURES  it  is  well 
to  consider  the  Running  Qualities,  and  the 
Mechanical  Principles  upon  which  it  is  con- 
structed. 

THE  BULLIS  BEAR 

will  not  be  found  wanting  in  these  features,  which  are  absolutely  necessary  for  a  Chainless  wheel  to  be  a  ^ 
success. 

In  connection  with  our  Gear  we  supply  a  set  of  FITTINGS  THAT  FIT. 

THIS  ILLUSTRATION  shows  how  we  supply  the  BuIIis  Gear  and  Mechanism  to  manufacturers.  For  an  ^ 
explanation  of  its  mechanical  points,  send  for  catalogue.    SAMPLES  SPEAK  LOUDER  THAN  WORDS. 


BULLIS  BALL-GEAR  CO., 


ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


1899. 


43 


Before  Ordering  Your  New  Tires  for    JL^)00    ®^^  What  They  Say  About  the 


Pneumatic 


Resilient 


Single  Tube 


Print  Registered  iSgg,     Milwatckee  Patent  Puncture- Proof  Tire  Co. 

PRESENTING    NEW    TESTIMONIALS    EACH    WEEK. 


Manistique,  Mich.,  November  3,  1899. 

Milwaukee  Patent  Puncture-Proof  Tire  Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  used  your  Milwaukee  Patent  Puncture-Proof  Tires  for  two 
seasons,  and  have  ridden  over  streets  and  walks  where  miscreants  were  throwing 
pounded  glass  and  tacks  constantly,  and  have  also  ridden  hundreds  of  miles  on  railroad 
tracks,  and  in  both  cases  others  were  being  constantly  annoyed  with  punctures,  and  in 
the  whole  two  years  I  have  not  had  a  single  one.  They  also  are  the  best  tire  I  know  of 
to  hold  air.    Taking  them  all  around,  they  are  the  only  tire  for  me. 


(Signed), 


Very  respectfully. 


A.  VAN  MARTER. 


Gas  Kitzinger,  liamber. 

Manistee,  Mich.,  November  23,  1899. 
Milwaukee  Patent  Punctuee-Pkoof  Tire  Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  just  finished  the  second  season's  riding  on  a  pair  of  your  Mil- 
waukee Patent  Puncture-Proof  Tires  which  I  bought  about  two  years  ago.  They  are 
all  and  more  than  you  claim  for  them,  and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  recommend 
them.  They  are  still  in  good  condition,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  what  they  will  last 
another  season.  During  the  entire  time  that  I  have  used  your  tires  I  have  not  exper- 
ienced one  moment  of  discomfiture  on  account  of  a  punctured  tire,  as  such  a  thing  is  im- 
possible. Therefore,  you  undoubtedly  manufacture  THE  BEST,  in  fact  THE  ONLY 
bicycle  tire  made.  Respectfully  yours, 

(Signed),  GUS  KITZINGER. 


Representatives  Wanted.    Write  for  Prices  and  Other  Information. 


MILWAUKEE  PATENT  PUNCTURE-PROOF  TIRE  CO.,  MILWAUKEE,  WIS.,  U.  S.  A. 


®O(!)?>S)<>SOS)«5®0®0®eS©®Q5)©®O^^ 


WE  MANUFACTURE- 

Tubing  ^ 


REAR    FORKS,  STAYS,  &c., 

And  for  All  Bicycle  nses. 

Handle^Bars..» 

STATIONARY,  ADJUSTABLE  or  EXPANDING. 

"L"  and  "T"  Seat-Posts 

Famished  in  tbe  Black  or  Nickel- Plated  on  Copper. 

Brakes.  *  Steel  Rims. 

A  COMPLETE   LINE  OF... 

One*Piece  Hangers 

FOR  OUTSIDE  AND  FLUSH  JOINTS. 

We  are  ready  to  contract  for  next  season's  business 
on  the  above.  We  have  a  complete  and  economical 
plant ;  enormous  capacity,  and  our  product  is  safe, 
strong  and  fashionable. 


INQUIRIES 

SOLICITED 


Clipper  Chilled  Plow  Co., 

ELMIRA,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A. 


Kindly  mention  The  WneeL 

•>0®0®0®0®0®0®0®0®0®0'!)6 


® 


•o 

® 
® 

•o 

® 

urn 
•o 

® 

•Q 

® 

O* 

® 

o* 

•o 

® 

o* 

® 
® 

o* 

® 

o* 

® 

•o 

® 

•o 

® 

•o 

® 

•o 

® 
® 
® 

•o 

® 

•o 

® 

o* 

® 

•o 

® 

OS 

•o 

® 

•o 

® 

•o 

® 

•o 

® 

o* 

® 

•o 

® 

o* 
•o 

® 

® 

o* 
■o 

® 


Elk,  List  $40. 

*  1900 » 

Dixie,  List  $25. 


BE  SURE  AND  SEE  OUR  LINE. 


THE  ARCADE  FILE  WORKS 


? 


ALLERTON-CLARKE  CO.,  Sales  Agents, 

97  Chambers  Street,        118  Lake  Street, 
NEW  YORK.  CHICAGO. 
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Derivation  of  Words  in  Cycling. 

An  enthusiast  has  investigated  the  deriva- 
tion of  tlie  words  "tire,"  "cycle"  and  "pneu- 
matic." According  to  this  authority  "tire" 
originates  with  the  Hebrew  word  tur,  to  go 
about,  and  graduates  to  "tour,"  to  journey 
about;  "turban,"  a  headdress,  with  a  sash 
going  about  the  cap;  "attire,"  dress  to  go 
about  the  person;  and  "tire,"  a  band  that  goes 
about  a  wheel.  "Cycle"  comes  from  the  He- 
brew chug,  to  compass,  via  the  Greek  adapta- 
tion, kuklos,  a  circle.  From  the  Greek  verb 
pneo,  "I  breathe,"  comes  the  noun  pneuma, 
breath  or  air,  the  adjective  pneumanlikos  con- 
sisting of  "air"  and  "pneumatic."  All  this  is 
very  interesting.  The  only  complaint  is  that 
some  credit  is  not  given  to  Sanskrit.  When- 
ever anybody  wants  to  be  particularly  ab- 
struse and  clever,  Sanskrit  is  usually  dragged 
in  to  do  service  by  the  hair  of  the  head.  When 
you  can't  trace  the  derivation  of  a  word,  you 
are  fairly  safe  in  ascribing  its  origin  to  Sans- 
krit. There  is  nobody  on  the  earth  capable 
of  contradicting  you. 


In  Good  Company. 

His  grandmother,  a  very  conservative 
woman,  was  much  shocked  when  she  visited 
their  suburban  home  this  summer  to  find 
that  he  was  not  only  in  the  habit  of  bicycling 
on  Sunday,  but  also  of  riding  his  wheel  to 
church.  "And  what  do  you  do  with  it  when 
you  get  there?"  she  asked.  "Oh,  I  chain  it 
right  to  the  minister's,"  he  said. 


IMcDuffee  to  Quit  Racing. 

McDufTee  declares  record  work  and  racing 
thankless  jobs,  so  he's  going  to  i|uit  both  and 
cast  his  fortunes  with  an  automobile  concern. 

INDISPEKf SABLE   BI-CYHA. 

Your  wheel  needs  Bi-cy-ka.  No  work  to 
apply  it.  It  takes  off  the  rust  and  keeps  the 
rust  oflf;  it  cleans  and  it  polishes.  If  your 
dealer  hasn't  it,  send  us  10  cents  in  stamps 
and  we  will  mail  you  a  full-sized  collapsible 
tube.  Raven  Gloss  Mfg.  Co.,  71  Barclay 
street.  New  York. 


Leiand-Faulconer  Gears. 

Important  Historical  FACT. 

No  HARDENED  GEAR  but  is  an  imperfect 
Gear  except  Leland-Faulconer  Gears.  Soft  Gears 
won't  do  I  Tills  problem  was  a  poser.  WE 
SOLVED  IT. 

Fact  No.  2.  Leland-Faulconer  Gears  are 
HARDENED  and  THEN  GROUND  or  CUT 
perfectly  true.  The  "BEVEL-GEAR  CHAIN- 
LESS"  wheel  with  Leland-Faulconer  Gears  is 
IDEAL.  Mechanical  engineers  and  all  others  who 
KNOW  will  BUY  NO  CHAINLESS  WHEEL 
UNLESS  IT  IS  DRIVEN  WITH  OUR  GEARS. 
They  are  theoretically  and  mechanically  correct. 

Ask  for  circular,  then  you  will  KNOW. 

We  furnish  Gears  to  manufacturers  of  CHAIN- 
LESS  bicycles. 

LEUND  &  TAILCONER  MfO.  CO., 

DETROIT,  MICH. 
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OILER. 


Used  by  leading  makers  of  high-grade  bicycles.     The  only  oiler  that    regulates    supply  of  oil.     CANNOT 
LEAK.    We  make  cheaper  oilers  also,  of  unequaled  quality. 

CUSHMAN  &  DENISON,  Mfrs..  240-2  W.  23d  St..  N.  Y. 


ADLETS. 

For  Sale,  KxcIiaiiKe,  Ktc.  —  Twenty-five  words, 
thirty-five  cents.  Each  additional  word  two  cents. 
Cash  invariably  in  advance. 

Situations  and  Help  Wanted. —  Answers  received 
in  confidence  and  forwarded  without  charge.  iRate: 
25  words,  one  time,  50  cents;  three  times,  $1.00;  50 
words,  one  time,  $1.00;  four  times,  J3.00;  75  words, 
one  time,  $1.50;  four  times,  $5.00.  Displayed  adver- 
tisements: One-half  inch,  one  time,  $1.00;  four  times, 
$3.00;  one  inch,  one  time,  $1.50;  four  times,  $5.00. 


PATENTS.— H.  VV.  T.  Jenner,  patent  attorney  and 
-'-  mechanical  expert,  608  F  street,  Washington,  D. 
C.  Established  1883.  I  make  an  examination  free  of 
charge,  and  report  if  a  patent  can  be  had  and  exactly 
how  much  it  will  cost.     Send  for  circular. 

pi^OR  SALE — Our  process  of  making  composition 
-*■  cork  grips,  and  the  good  will  of  our  business; 
annual  sales  400,000  pairs.  The  L.  M.  Jones  Co., 
Station  A,  Winsted,  Conn. 

\S7  ANTED — A  man  of  mechanical  ability  and  push 
'•  as  superintendent  of  manufacturing  department 
in  hardware  factory;  one  with  experience  in  bicycle 
work  preferred.  Address  "Hardware,"  care  The 
Wheel,   Box  444,  New   York  city. 

■pARGAINS— 500  Juveniles,  all  sizes;  lot  "Job"  '99 
^  cycles;  Clipper  tires,  $2.20;  Hartford  seconds,  28x 
1%,  $2.75;  B.  &  W.,  $2.10;  Goodyear,  $2.10;  Juveniles, 
.$1.U5  to  $2.25  pr. ;  lot  rawhide  saddles,  45c.;  Calkar 
lamps,  95c.;  toe  clips,  3c.  pr. ;  racing  style  saddles, 
35c.;  lot  soiled  Lenox  saddles,  25c.  ea. ;  Al  spokes, 
$6,  $10;  write  for  prices  on  anything.  Jandorf,  17  Bar- 
clay  St.,  New  York. 

XJ7  ANTED — ^Jobs   in  cycles;   frames,   bars,   sundries, 
'''      tires;   large   or  small   lots;   cash   deal.     Jandorf, 
17  Barclay  St.,  New  York. 

"^S^ ANTED — Situation  by  a  man  of  four  years'  ex- 
perience; have  spent  three  month's  of  each  year 
looking  after  wholesale  trade;  have  managed  large  re- 
tail branch  balance  of  time;  best  of  references.  Ad- 
dress J.,  care  The  Wheel. 

"C^  OR  SALE — Elegant  bicycle  store,  shop,  tools, 
^  machinery,  etc.,  doing  good  business  in  one  of 
the  best  towns  on  Long  Island;  have  e-xcellent  trade 
among  aristocracy  and  get  good  prices;  build  50 
special  wheels  per  season,  have  demand  for  more, 
at  prices  from  $50  to  $85;  no  debts;  everything  in 
first-class  shape;  this  is  a  rare  chance  for  energetic 
business  man.  Address  Chas.  W.  Wilcox,  P.  O.  Box 
444.    New   York. 

X(^OR  SALE — A  bicycle  store  in  a  desirable  location 
*-  on  New  York  city  boulevard  (Broadway)  belo* 
110th  St.;  fully  equipped  repair  department,  with  up- 
to-date  machinery  and  tools;  owner  willing  to  sacri- 
fice the  good-will,  etc.,  of  this  business  in  order  to 
give  his  entire  attention  to  other  interests.  "For 
Sale,"   P.    O.   Box   444. 


SOI.ID  TRAINS   TO   NORTBEKN    MICHIGAN. 

The  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  is 
now  running  solid  trains  of  palace  sleeping  cars, 
dining  cars  (serving  meals  a  la  carte)  and  first-class 
day  coaches  through  from  Chicago  to  Calumet, 
Houghton,  Hancock  and  other  points  in  the  Copper 
Country  without  change  of  cars,  with  direct  connec- 
tion for  Marquette,  Negaunee,  Ishpeming,  etc.,  and 
passengers  from  the  East,  South  and  Southwest  will 
find  this  a  most  desirable  route. 

All  coupon  ticket  agents  sell  tickets  via  the  Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee  &  St.   Paul  Railway. 


IMPROVED   DINING   CAR  SERVICE. 

Nickel  Plate  Train  No.  3,  leaving  Bufifalo  at  7.10 
a.  ra.  daily,  has  a  dining  car  attached,  serving  break- 
fast immediately  after  departure  from  Buffalo.  Lun- 
cheon and  dinner  will  also  be  served  at  convenient 
hours.  The  meals  on  the  Nickel  Plate  dining  cars 
have  already  a  national  reputation  for  excellence, 
and  this  improved  service  will  no  doubt  be  appre- 
ciated by  the  patrons  of  the  popular  Nickel  Plate 
Road. 

Look  at  Your  Teeth ; 

they  need  cleaning.  Tartar  Tablets  will  quickly 
remove  all  discolorations.  No  acids  or  chemi- 
cals. Harmless  and  Pleasant.  Use  ordinary 
brush.  By  mail.  25c.  Tartar  Tablet  Co.,  489  5th 
Ave.,  N.   Y.   City. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


TO    LOS    ANGELES    AND    SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA. 

Every  Friday  night,  at  10.35  p.  m.,  a  through  Tour- 
ist Car  for  Los  Angeles  and  Southern  California 
leaves  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway 
Union  Passenger  Station,  Chicago,  via  Omaha,  Colo- 
rado Springs  and  Salt  Lake  City,  .for  all  points  in 
Coloracfo,   Utah,    Nevada  and   California. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  Pullman  porter,  each  car 
is  accompanied  by  an  intelligent,  competent  and  cour- 
teous "courier,"  who  will  attend  to  the  wants  of  pas- 
sengers en  route.  This  is  an  entirely  new  feature  of 
tourist  car  service,  and  will  be  appreciated  by  families 
or  by  ladies  traveling  alone.  Particular  attention  is 
paid  to  the  care  of  children,  who  usually  get  weary 
on  a  long  journey. 

These  tourist  cars  are  sleeping  cars  supplied  with 
all  the  accessories  necessary  to  make  the  journey  com- 
fortable and  pleasant,  and  the  berth  rate  (each  berth 
will  accommodate  two  persons)  is  only  $6  from  Chi- 
cago to  California.  Ask  the  nearest  ticket  agent  for 
a  tourist  car  folder,  or  address  Geo.  H.  Heafford, 
General  Pass,  and  Ticket  Agent,  Chicago,  111.        .♦, 


Kindly    mention   The   Wheel. 


...THE   1900... 

IDEAL  ADJUSTABLE 

HANDLE-BARS 

Are   Made  of 

.50  CARBON  POPE  STEEL  TUBIING. 

EVERY    BAR    GUARANTEED. 

Have  you   seen   our   1900  Forward  Extension  Stem  ? 

IDEArTLATiNG~C07^;i^Asr' 

Electrotypes  for  Jobbers*  Catalogues  now  ready. 


THE    HIRSCH 

SAFETY  OILER. 

There  is  a  steady  demand  for  a  GOOD  oil  can  ;   you  cannot  satisfy  it  unless  you  handle 

THE  HIRSCH  Safcty  Oiler, 

which    is   the   BEST   on   the   market. 

SAFETY    OILER    CO.,  -  65  Nassau  St.,  New  York. 

Have  you  seen...  SAFETY 


The  Hirsch     oiler 


TOP? 
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THE  BOTTOM  BRACKET. 
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COPY  OF  A  NOTIFICATION  OF  OWNERSHIP  SENT  TO  THE 
TRADE  BY  THE  AMERICAN  BICYCLE  COMPANY— THE  PROS- 
PECT IS  THAT  WHILE  SOME  MAKERS  WILL  TAKE  LICENSES, 
OTHERS,  ESPECIALLY  THOSE  IN  THE  CYCLE  TRADES  PRO- 
TECTIVE ASSOCIATION,  MAY  INVITE  LITIGATION— FAUBER, 
JUST    BACK   FROM    EUROPE,   NON-COMMITTAL. 


THE  following  circular  letter  has  been  sent  to  the  trade  from  the  offices  of  the 
American  Bicycle  Company : 

Park  Row  Building,  Park  Row, 
New  York,  December  16,  1899. 
To  TFiE  Trade: 

You  are  hereby  notified  that  the  American  Bicycle  Company  has  acquired  and  is 
now  the  owner  of  the  whole  right,  title  and  interest  in  and  to  letters  patent  of  the 
United  States  No.  392,973,  dated  November  13,  1888,  issued  to  the  Smith  National 
Cycle  Manufacturing  Company,  as  assignee  of  William  E.  Smith,  for  Improvements 
in  Bicycles,  which  letters  patent  contain  seventeen  claims,  three  of  which  are  in 
language  as  follows: 

1.  In  a  rear-driving,  front-steering  bicycle,  the  frame  or  reach  provided  with 
the  rigid  transverse  tube  c  built  rigidly  into  and  forming  an  integral  part  of  said 
frame   and   adapted,   substantially   as  described,  to  receiA'e  the  pedal-shaft. 

4.  The  tube  c,  having  the  necks  c7,  c8  and  c9,  as  and  for  the  purpose  de- 
scribed. 

6.  In  a  frame  for  bicycles  and  kindred  machines,  a  transverse  shaft-receiv- 
ing tube  c,  provided  with  necks  c8  and  c9,  to  receive  the  front  and  rear  ends 
of  the  frame  or  reach. 

Your  attention  is  particularly  directed  to  these  three  claims  because  the  first 
claim  broadly  covers  all  safety  bicycles  such  as  are  now  upon  the  market,  and  the 
fourth  claim  broadly  covers  all  bottom  brackets,  such  as  are  now  manufactured 
and  used,  and  the  sixth  claim  broadly  covers  frames  provided  with  such  bot- 
tom brackets. 

You  are  hereby  further  notified  that  the  manufacture  of  safety  bicycles,  bottom 
brackets  or  frames  provided  with  bottom  brackets  within  the  terms  of  these  claims 
by  any  party  other  than  American  Bicycle  Company  or  its  licensees  is  an  infringe- 
ment of  said  letters  patent  and  the  sale  of  such  bicycles,  bottom  brackets  or  frames 
not  manufactured  by  American  Bicycle  Company  or  by  any  of  its  licensees  is  an 
infringement  of  said  letters  patent;  and  that  American  Bicycle  Company  has  ac- 
quired and  is  entitled  to  recover  all  damages  and  profits  recoverable  from  any  and 
every  party  by  reason  of  any  infringement  of  said  letters  patent. 

Yours  very  truly,  American  Bicycle  Company. 

Said  a  well-informed  man  on  Monday:  It  would  surprise  you  to  know  the  con- 
cerns that  are  already  getting  into  line  to  pay  royalty  on  the  bottom-bracket 
patent. 

The  George  N.  Pierce  Company:  We  have  received  the  notice,  and  it  will,  of 
course,  have  our  attention.      More  we  do  not  care  to  say  now. 


C.  T.  P.  A.  WILL  PROBABLY  riOHT. 


........... 


■•••••"••♦ 


Much  as  litigation  is  to  be  deplored,  The 
Wheel  has  good  reason  to  believe  that  there 
is  strong  prospect  of  a  fight  between  the  A. 
B.  C.  and  the  recently  formed  Cycle  Trades 
Protective  Association,  if  the  A.  B.  C.  insists 
upon  the  rights  which  it  claims — and  there  is 
no  reason  to  think  it  will  fail  to  do  this.  It 
is  known  that  a  gentleman  very  prominently 
concerned  in  the  affairs  of  the  C.  T.  P.  A. 
has  used  words  essentially  as  follows:  "Our 
Association  was  formed  primarily  to  dispute 
the  bottom-bracket  patent,  and  I  see  no  rea- 
son, especially  in  view  of  the  high  royalty 
that  is  asked  of  us,  why  we  should  not  let  the 
matter  go  into  the  courts." 

Said  an  outsider:  I  have  met  several  mak- 
ers, some  members  of  the  Cycle  Trades  Pro- 
tective Associaiti'on,  some  not.  None  of  those 
I  have  met  have  "swung  into  line."  A  dollar 
is  to  be  the  royalty.  A  dollar  added  to  the 
cost  oif  each  machine  is  a  great  deal,  in  these 
days  of  small  profits.;  We  will  have  to  think, 
and  consult  our  lawyers,  before  we  ''swing 
into  line."  And,  instead  of  "swi.nging  in," 
some  of  us  may  send  our  lawyers  down  to 
New  Y'ork  to  talk  the  matter  over.  As  for 
our  own  concern,  we  are  inclined  to  be  sen- 
sible. So  are  others  to  imy  knowledge.  But 
the  amount  asked,  and  the  'manner  of  asking 
it,  are  not  quite  to  our  liking,  and  we  are  not 
now  in  a  mood  to  be  hurried.  The  sending 
arotmd  of  Mr.  Cassady  to  mention  the  amount 
of  royalty  has  somehow  created  a  bad  impres- 
sion upon  the  "victims,"  although  Mr.  Cassa- 
dy  is  personally  pleasant  and  doubtless  per- 
formed his  task  as  well  as  he  could. 

The  proposition  that  has  been  submitted  to 
alleged  infringers  of  the  patent  is  that  if  they 
apply  for  license  now,  on  the  basis  of  a  roy- 
alty of  one  dollar  per  machine,  the  A.  B.  C. 
will  make  no  effort  to  recover  for  past  in- 
fringement, but  that  otherwise  legal  action 
would  certainly  be  taken. 

It  is  understood  that  the  proposed  royalty 
fee  of  one  dollar  does  not  apply  to  the  bot- 
tom bracket  alone.  The  bracket  costs  but 
a  few  cents  to  manufacture,  and  the  propor- 
tion of  the  tribute  that  it  is  intended  to  pay 
is  said  to  be  about  two  cents.  The  fee  is  ap- 
plied to  the  entire  frame — to  the  form  of  bicy- 
cle constructed  to-day. 

It  is  known  that  President  Johnson,  of  the 
Cycle  Trades  Protective  Association,  was  in 
New  York  on  Tuesday,  and  was  visited  at  his 
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New  York  office  by  Harry  Cassady  of  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.  Whether  the  talk  was 
concerning  the  bottom-bracket  patent  is  not 
known  positively,  but  presumably  it  was. 

Chicago,  Dec.  19.— Among  the  Chicagoans 
who  have  received  the  bottom-bracket  notice 
from  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  is  W.  H.  Fau- 
ber,  the  famous  maker  of  one-piece  crank- 
hangers.     Mr.  Fauber  himself  is  in  Europe. 

W.  H.  Fauber  was  seen  in  New  York  yes- 
terday. He  had  just  arrived  ifrom  Europe, 
looking  well,  although  he  had  a  rather  stormy 
passage.  Apparently  he  had  not  yet  learned 
that  the  A.  B.  C.  had  sent  a  bottom-bracket 
warning  to  his  office  in  Chicago.  The  news 
did  not  alarm  him.  He  saiid:  "I  do  not 
want  to  say  anything  now.  I  will  take  what 
action  seems  necessary,  and  I  do  not  want  to 
be  quoted  one  way  or  the  other.  I  knew  be- 
fore I  left  Europe  that  the  American  Bicycle 
Co.  had  sent  out  notices.  Such  notices  were 
received  over  there.  I  would  prefer  not  to 
state  for  publication  in  what  spirit  they  were 
received.  I  Avill  say  this  much:  The  no- 
tices were  not  conciliatory.  I  will  be  here 
several  days." 

"Will  you  call  on  the  A.  B.  .C.  folks?" 


"I  don't  know." 

"What  about  your  trip  abroad?" 
"I  went  for  pleasure  and  business.  I  ar- 
ranged for  several  desirable  agencies  and 
closed  some  excellent  orders.  Generally 
speaking,  the  standing  of  American  bicycles 
in  Europe  is  not  what  it  should  be.  I  pre- 
sume, ihowever,  that  our  bicycle-makers  will 
live  down  the  reputation  soine  O'f  our  cheap 
wheels  earned  over  there.  In  Sweden  I 
found  the  handlers  of  wheels  well  stocked  up. 
They  bought  heavily  to  anticipate  the  new 
import  tariff." 

Mr.  Crosby,  as  an  officer  of  the  Cycle 
Trades  Protective  Association  and  owner  of 
the  Crosby  &  Mayer  Co.,  big  parts-makers, 
is  absent  from  his  office  in  Buffalo,  and  can- 
not be  reached  in  time  to  secure  any  expres- 
sion from  him  this  week. 

The  Waltham  Mfg.  Co.  said  yesterday: 
"The  validity  of  the  patent  is  very  much  ques- 
tioned, and  even  if  upheld  no  court  would 
sanction  such  an  exorbitant  royalty." 

It  is  reported  that  the  Reading  Standard 
]\Ifg.  Co.  are  among  those  who  have  signified 
willingness  to  take  out  a  license. 


TAIBER  SHOWS  ACTIVITY  IN  PROCEEDING   AGAINST   INERINGERS. 


Chicago,  Dec.  18.— Last  June  W.  H.  Fau- 
ber served  a  summons  and  complaint  through 
the  United  States  Circuit  Court  of  Massachu- 
setts against  the  Springfield  Drop  Forge  Co., 
of  Springfield,  Mass.,  alleging  that  they  were 
infringing  his  patent  on  crank-hanger  con- 
struction, dated  March  7,  1893.  The  com- 
plaint also  included  as  defendants  the  officers 
and  directors  of  the  concern.  To  this  the 
Springfield  people  demurred,  claiming  that 
they  were  not  personally  liable,  but  their  de- 
murrer was  overruled  with  costs. 

Testimony  for  the  plaintiff  was  first  taken 
on  Thursday,  December  7,  before  a  notary  in 
the  office  of  Fauber's  attorneys  in  this  city. 
Edward  S.  Beach,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  appeared 
for  the     defendant.       Emmit  G.     Latta,     of 


Friendsburg,  N.  Y.,  and  Alex.  Schwalbach,  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  experts  in  cycle  construc- 
tion, were  the  only  witnesses  examined.  Their 
cross-examination  was  finished  late  Saturday 
afternoon,  and  the  case  was  adjourned  and 
continued  until  January  next,  when  Fauber, 
who  is  now  in  Europe,  and  has  'been  since 
September  last;  Charles  T.  Duryea,  of  Peo- 
ria, 111.,  and  others  will  testify  for  the  com- 
plainant. 

Fauber's  attorneys  have  prepared  a  very 
strong  case,  and  say  they  will  push  it  to  a 
speedy  hearing  and  decision  in  order  to  stop 
the  great  crop  of  infringers  that  have  sprung 
up  since  this  style  of  hanger  became  popu- 
lar some  years  ago.  The  Springfield  people 
are  not  the  only  infringers. 


SPOKE  AND  NIPPLE  MANIEACTIRERS  HAVE  EORMED  AN  AGREEMENT. 


Boston,  Dec.  19. — It  is  understood  that  the 
manufacturers  of  spokes  and  nipples  have 
formed  an  Association  to  control  prices  and 
share  profits.  As  far  as  can  be  learned  it  is 
in  the  form  of  a  popl,  with  a  division  of 
profits  each  month,  each  manufacturer  being 
allowed  a  share  of  the  business,  based  on  last 
year's  trade. 

Concerning  the  above  dispatch  The  Wheel 
was  given  the  following  by  a  usually  well-in- 
formed gentleman  in  New  York:  "As  I  un- 
derstand it  the  arrangement  has  been  made 
with  a  view  to  controlling  the  price  of  spokes 
and  nipples,  which  has  been  too  low.  The 
makers  or  manufacturers  who  produce  these 
articles  in  the  rough,  so  to  speak,  have  gotten 
together  to  fix  prices  and  to  pool  profits. 
The  fixing  of  prices  affects  not  only  goods 
sold  on  the  market,  but  blanks  sold  to  the 
manufacturers  who  bend  the  spokes,  thread 
them,  etc.  The  spoke  and  nipple  makers  con- 
cerned arc  the  .^mcrican  Specialty  Co.,  Ex- 


celsior Needle  Co.,  Morse  &  Keefer  and 
Worcester  Wire  Goods  Co.  I  think  the  Sco- 
vill  people  used  to  make  nipples,  but  they  do 
not  cut  much  figure  now.  The  four  concerns 
I  have  mentioned  practically  control  the  man- 
ufacture of  spokes  and  nipples.  They  control 
the  swaging  plants,  and  they  sell  their  swaged 
butts — the  straight  wire,  swaged — to  the 
Jamesville  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Jamesville,  N.  Y..  to 
C.  S.  Alott,  formerly  the  Weston-Mott  Co., 
of  Utica,  and  to  Fay  &  Bowen,  of  Auburn, 
N.  Y.  These  latter  concerns  head  and  bend 
the  spokes  and  thread  and  plate  them. 


Suit  for   $200,000. 

Hartford,  Dec.  15.— A  suit  for  $200,000  dam- 
ages has  been  brought  against  the  Amer'ican 
Specialty  Co.  of  this  city  by  the  firm  of 
Brown  Bros.,  limited,  of  London,  Eng.  Both 
are  manufacturers  of  bicycle  machineri^  The 
complainants  allege  that  in  1807  they  con- 
tracted with  the  .American  Specialty  Co.  to 
furnish  them  n  complete  plant  for  the  manu- 


IMPORTANT   FAILIRE   PROBABLE. 

The  embarrassment  of  one  of  the  Boston 
banks,  reported  in  the  papers  on  Saturday,  is 
extremely  likely  to  involve  a  Boston  concern 
engaged  in  the  firearms  business,  and  which 
has  for  several  years  past  cut  a  figure  in  the 
bicycle  market.  This  concern,  a  very  old  one, 
has  been  indirectly  in  the  control  of  the  bank 
in  question  for  a  long  time,  and  now  that  the 
bank  itself  is  involved,  it  seems  certain  that 
the  firm  referred  to  will  have  to  close  its 
doors. 


facture  of  bicycle  spokes  for  the  sum  of  $62,- 
000,  and  also  furnish  skilled  mechanics  to  ef- 
fect an  installation  of  the  machines  and  give 
instructions.  They  allege  that  the  machines 
furnished  have  failed  to  do  the  work  as  pro- 
vided for  in  the  contract. 

More  Show  Spaces  Taken. 

Of  the  177  main  floor  spaces  for  the  Madi- 
son Square  Garden  Show,  January  20-27,  22 
remained  unsold  yesterday  morning.  Of  the 
66  gallery  spaces  50  have  been  taken. 

The  following  concerns  have  taken  space 
since  last  week: 

BICYCLES. 

Reading  Standard  Mfg.  Co.,  Reading,  Pa. 
Snell   Cycle   Fittings   Co.,  Toledo,   O. 

AUTOMOBILES. 
I-ven  Brandenburg  Co.,  Chicago,  111. 

ACCESSORIES. 
Griffith  &  Colwell,  320  Broadway,  New  York. 


A  Bell  Suit. 

The  Liberty  Bell  Co.  is  suing  the  New  De- 
parture Bell  Co.,  alleging  infringement  on  an 
improved  bell,  the  invention  of  Edward  D. 
Rockwell.  The  complaint  asks  for  an  ac- 
counting of  profits  derived,  etc.,  and  that  the 
defendant  be  assessed  three  times  the  amount 
of  damage  claimed;  also  that  a  writ  of  injunc- 
tion be  issued  restraining  defendant  from 
manufacturing  the  bell.  Ex-President  Charles 
L.  Burdett,  of  the  L. .A.  W.,  is  counsel  for 
the  complainant. 


Marion  Factory  Not  Closed. 

Marion,  Ind.,  Dec.  18. — The  Marion  Cycle 
Factory  has  closed  down,  throwing  over  200 
men  out  of  employment. 

In  reply  to  a  query  the  Marion  Cycle 
Works  telegraph  The  Wheel  as  follows: 
"Rumor  totally  unfounded.  See  our  letter 
of  to-day."  At  the  time  of  going  to  press 
the  letter  mentioned  had  not  been  received. 


New  Incorporations. 

Macpher-tion  Automobile  Co.,  Camden,  N. 
J.  Manufacture  automobiles.  Capital,  $20,- 
OiiO.  Incorporators:  Harvey  F.  Carr,  D.  Tru- 
man Stackhousc,  Schuyler  C.  Woodliull,  all 
of  Camden,   N.  J. 

L.  C.  Jandorf  Bicycle  Co.,  New  York.  Cap- 
ital. $2,000.  Incorporators:  Anna  V.  Jandorf, 
Benjamin  Welland,  John  R.  Brown. 


Mr.  Stevens,  of  Judd,  Leland  &  Stevens, 
I  he  well  known  pump  manufacturers  of  Clif- 
ton Springs,  N.  Y.,  was  in  New  York  a  few 
days  ago. 
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A.  B.  C.  IN  CANADA 


Other  A*  B,  C,  news* 


Hamilton,  Ont.,  Dec.  15.— Announcement 
is  made  that  the  National  Cycle  &  Automo- 
bile Co.  has  decided  to  locate  here.  The  com- 
pany has  leased  temporary  quarters  in  the  old 
Wanzer  building.  James  Dodge,  of  the  Ev- 
ans &  Dodge  Bicycle  Works,  Windsor,  has 
taken  up  headquarters  here  and  will  superin- 
tend the  installing  of  the  plant  in  the  facto-y. 
Some  of  the  machinery  will  arrive  this  week. 
It  is  altogether  likely  that  with  the  removal 
of  the  E.  &  D.  Bicycle  Works  from  Windsor 
to  this  city,  the  Canadian  Typograph  Co.'s 
works,  run  by  the  same  management,  will 
also  ibe  removed  here. 

It  was  through  the  efiforts  of  John  Patter- 
son, J.  J.  Scott  and  Mayor  Teetzel  that  this 
factory  was  secured.  They  had  several  inter- 
views with  the  promoters.  The  understand- 
ing arrived  at  with  the  company  was  that  in 
consideration  of  the  fact  that  the  works  were 
established  in  Hamilton  business  men  of  the 
city  were  to  provide  the  money  for  the  erec- 
tion of  the  necessary  factory  buildings,  which, 
with  the  site,  were  estimated  to  cost  about 
$20,000.  In  addition  to  this,  a  bonus  of  $5,000 
was  to  be  raised  by  private  subscription.  In 
return  the  company  agreed  to  provide  employ- 
ment for  at  least  300  men  all  the  year  round, 
the  exact  wording  of  the  covenant  being  that 
the  amount  of  money  paid  out  in  wages  for 
each  year  to  be  an  amount  equal  to  the  ordi- 
nary wages  of  300  mechanics  per  year.  While 
the  company  binds  itself  to  this  number,  it  is 
understood  that  more  like  800  men  are  likely 
to  be  employed  the  year  round. 

A  factory  will  be  built  on  Emerald  street, 
north  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Ry.  It  will  be 
three  stories  high  and  have  a  frontage  of  850 
feet.  The  promoters  had  some  negotiations 
with  Toronto,  but  the  deal  fell  through.  All 
the  exporting  of  the  company  to  Britain  and 
her  colonies  will  be  done  from  the  Hamilton 
works,  instead  of,  as  formerly,  from  American 
works.  The  company  will  also  enter  into  the 
manufacture  of  automobiles  for  'both  Cana- 
dian and  foreign  trade. 

Moving  Indiana  Machinery  to  Toronto. 

Indianapolis,  Dec.  17. — The  A.  B.  C.  has 
begun  the  work  of  moving  the  bicycle  ma- 
chinery from  the  Indiana  bicycle  plant,  in 
this  city,  to  the  A.  B.  C.  plant  in  Toronto.  A. 
L.  Atkins,  of  Chicago,  assistant  to  the  second 
vice-president;  C.  S.  Smith,  of  Milwaukee,  in 
charge  of  the  ■  department  controlling  the 
manufacture  of  parts,  and  Joihn  F.  Dodge,  of 
Detroit,  who  has  c'harge  of  the  business  in 
Canada,  are  in  the  city,  picking  out  the  dififer- 
ent  machines  to  be  moved  from  here. 

Those  machines  were  taken  the  loss  of 
which  will  not  interfere  with  the  manufacture 
of  automobiles,  to  the  building  of  which  the 
Indiana  factory  will  ibe  exclusively  devoted. 

Viking  Not  Sailing  Smnethly? 

Toledo,  Dec.  16. — During  the  past  week  a 
representative  of  the  A.  B.  C.  'has  made  com- 
plete examination  of  the  property  of  the  com- 
panyin  this  city,  and  is  ready  to  make  a  re- 
port to  the  New  York  oflfice,    He  has  made 


a  particularly  close  examination  of  the  Vi- 
king plant,  and  during  his  stay  no  further  re- 
moval of  'machinery  has  been  made. 

The  presence  of  this  officer  i»  Toledo  has 
caused  all  sorts  of  rumors  to  be  floated,  es- 
pecially concerning  the  fate  of  the  Viking 
plant.  Mr.  Peter  has  heard  nothing  as  to 
what  will  be  done  with  the  property,  and  to  a 
Wheel  representative  said  that  he  was  entire- 
ly ignorant  as  to  the  purpose  of  such  an  ex- 
amination. Mr.  Peter  simply  laughed  at  a 
story  which  is  'being  circulated  that  the  A.  B. 
C.  would  be  willing  to  dispose  of  ihis  former 
property. 

A.  B.  C.  Securities. 

Owing,  probably,  to  the  nominal  figures 
quoted  on  them,  A.  B.  C.  securities  were  not 
much  affected  by  the  slump  in  prices  of 
stocks  in  Wall  street  this  week: 

BONDS. 

Bid.        Asked. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  12 90  91 

Wednesday,   Dec.  13 90  91 

Thursday,  Dec.  14 90  91 

Friday,  Dec.  15 89  91 

Saturday,   Dec.  16... 89  91 

Monday,  Dec.  18 89  91 

Tuesday,    Dec.   19 90  91 

PREFERRED   STOCK. 

Bid.  Asked. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  12 —  60 

Wednesday,   Dec.  13 52  60 

Thursday,   Dec.  14 52  60 

Friday,  Dec.  15 52  60 

Saturday,  Dec.  16 52  60 

Monday,  Dec.  18 52  60 

Tuesday,    Dec.   19 50  60 

COMMON  STOCK. 

Bid.  Asked. 

Tuesday,  Dec.  12 16  20 

Wednesday,  Dec.  13 16  20 

Thursday,    Dec.   14 I61/2  20 

Friday,   Dec.   15 17%  20 

Saturday,  Dec.  16 18^4  20 

Monday,  Dec.  18 18%  20 

Tuesday,   Dec.   19 15  20 

Will  Use  Lozier  Annex. 

Toledo,  Dec.  16. — The  Loziens  will  at  once 
start  the  'manufacture  of  naphtha  launches 
and  naphtha  engines.  E.  R.  Lozier  has  been 
in  the  city  for  the  past  two  days,  and  will 
move  ihis  family  here  next  week.  The  Lo- 
z'ers  have  closed  a  lease  with  the  A.  B.  C. 
whereby  they  secure  what  is  known  as  the 
Lozier  factory  annex,  a  building  having  am- 
]jle  capacity  for  manufacturing  a  large  amount 
of  engines  and  launclies.  It  is  four  stories, 
brick,  and  was  put  up  last  year. 

The  Lamb  Group  Headquarters. 

At  83  Chambers  street,  New  York,  A. 
B.  Barkman  has  gotten  into  full  swing  the 
eastern  headquarters  of  the  Lamb  group  of 
sales  departments.  The  letterheads  read: 
"American  Bicycle  Department  Co.,  Spalding 
Sales  Department.  Spalding,  Imperial,  Craw- 
ford and  Nyack  Bicycles." 

The  offices  are  on  the  second  floor,  are 
handsomely  lighted  and  there  is  a  big  force 
of  clerks  at  work.  The  appearance  of  the 
place  is  that  of  considerable  pressure  and  in- 
tense interest  in  the  work  in  hand. 


"Our  travelers  are  all  out,"  said  Mr.  Bark- 
man,  "and  we  have  already  informed  dealers 
of  our  prices  and  other  details.  You  might 
say  that  inquiries  should  be  addressed  to  this 
street  and  number,  and  not  to  A.  B.  C.  cen- 
tral headquarters.  It  has  been  quite  a  task, 
concentrating  the  records,  etc.,  and  getting 
the  travelers  started,  too,  but  we  have  done 
it.  We  are  shipping  goods  right  along  and 
inquiries  are  coming  in  nicely  for  this  time  of 
the    season." 


A  Purchase  by  Bridgman. 

It  is  understood  that  M.  L.  Bridgman  has 
purchased  the  interest  previously  held  by  the 
Pope  Mfg.  Co.  in  the  Metropolitan  Cycling 
Academy,  near  Central  Park,  New  York  City, 
and  that  Bridgman  will  carry  not  only  bicy- 
cles, 'but  automobiles  in  which  carbonic  acid 
will  be  used  as  motive  power. 

A.  B.  C.  Chain  Factory. 

The  plant  of  the  Indianapolis  Chain  & 
Stamping  Co.,  the  largest  manufacture's  of 
bicycle  chains  in  the  country,  will  be  known 
as  the  American  Bicycle  Co.'s  chain  factory 
hereafter.  L.  M.  Wainwright  will  have 
charge. 

Brewster  Now  in  New  York. 

W.  M.  Brewster,  who  has  been  selected  to 
take  charge  of  the  A.  B.  C.  exhibits  at  the 
show,  is  now  in  New  York,  and  makes  his 
headquarters  in  the  general  sales  department 
in  the  Park  Row  building. 

Factory  Changed  at  Hartford. 

Last  week  the  factory  of  the  Hartford  Cy- 
cle Works  passed  into  the  possession  of  the 
Columbia  &  Electric  Vehicle  Co.  As  pre- 
viously stated,  the  Hartford  wheels  will  be 
made  in  the  Pope  factory. 


Dealer  Wants  Automobiles. 

George  De  W.  Brown,  well-known  dealer 
in  bicycles  and  sporting  goods  in  Passaic,  N. 
J.,  writes  that  he  would  like  to  hear  from 
manufacturers  of  automobiles — gasoline  run- 
about or  Stanhope  preferred — concerning 
agency  in  Passaic.  As  automobile  manu- 
facturers are  reported  far  behind  orders,  Mr. 
Brown  may  not  suffer  from  a  pressure  of  ap- 
plications, although  his  statement  that  he  could 
use  three  vehicles  immediately  may  prove  at- 
tractive. 


Salesman  Wanted  for  Side  Line. 

A  first  class  concern,  imanufacturing  a  bi- 
cycle 'accessory  of  the  most  desira'ble  charac- 
ter, want  a  first-class  traveling  salesman 
after  January  1  to  represent  them  in  the 
eastern  States.  The  work  is  to  sell  the  arti- 
cle to  the  concern's  already  established  trade 
on  a  satisfactory  commission  basis.  Com- 
imunications  addressed  to  "Ajax,"  care  The 
Wheel,  will  be  forwarded  promptly. 


Frank  Weston,  sales  manager  of  the 
Eclipse  Bicycle  Co.,  was  in  New  York  this 
week.  He  said  that  the  demand  for  Morrow 
coaster-brakes  is  very  strong. 


Herbert  J.  Thompson,  who  has  been  rep- 
resenting the  Stockton  Mfg.  Co.  for  the  past 
three  months,  is  no  longer  in  their  employ. 
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So.  148. 


No.  156. 


No.  46. 


No.  76. 


Brown  B. 


No.  144. 


No.   146. 


A 

BREAT  LINE 

OF 

SADDLES  FOR  1900. 


We  candidly  believe  it  to  be 
the  best  line  we  have  ever  pro- 
duced*  We  have  given  as  much 
attention  to  Durability  and 
Serviceable  Quality  as  to  Beauty 
and  Finish,  AND  A  GREAT 
DEAL  TO  ALL  OF  THEM. 


If  you  have  not  yet  received  a 
Catalogue,  send  for  one* 


AMERICAN 
SADDLE 

COMPANY, 

ELYRIA, 

OHIO. 
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Wheeler  Extra. 


Wheeler  Cork  Top. 


Kindly  mention  The  WheeL 


1899. 


17 


Copyright  by  the  F.  P.  Prial  Co. 


PUBLISHED   EVERY  THURSDAY. 

ADDRESSES— 88  West  Broadway,  New  York;  Telephone,  3775  Cortlandt;  Post 
OfEce  Address.  Box  444,  New  York;  Western  Office,  934  Monadnock  Block, 
Chicago;  THE  WHEEL  PRESS,  88  West  Broadway,  New  York;  Cable 
Address,  "Prial,"  New  York. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS — $2.00  a  year;   single    copies,   10c;    foreign    subscription,   20s. 
a  year.     Orders  filled  by  all  newsdealers. 


ADVERTISING— The  Wheel,  the  pioneer  of  cycling  trade  journals,  has  the 
largest  and  broadest  general  circulation  among  cycle  riders,  the  cycle  trade  and 
kindred  trades.  Advertising  rates  on  application.  Advertisers  are  notified  that 
change  of  advertisements  is  not  guaranteed  unless  copy  is  received  by  Satur- 
day morning. 


Vol..  XXIV.- 

-No.  19. 

Number  617. 

New  York. 

December   21,  1899. 

Chicago. 

♦•... 


CHRISTMAS. 


FOR  the  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-ninth  time,  many 
of  this  world's  reasoning  creatures  will  help  to  give 
perpetuity  to  the  memory  of  the  lowly  Nativity  in  Bethle- 
hem. A  small  following  the  .creed  of  that  wonderful  life 
had  at  first,  and  Christmas  was  a  movable  feast — a  mere 
patterning  after  pagan  feast  days  which  preceded  it  and 
were  cotemporaneous  with  it.  At  this  present  period  the 
Man  Who  Carried  The  Cross  is  the  hope  and  the  inspira- 
tion of  the  world's  potent  nations,  and  Christmas  is  a  fixed 
date.  No  longer  is  its  hold  upon  the  snow-clad  North  alone. 
No  longer  are  the  burning  hearth-log  and  the  illuminated 
evergreen  tree  its  prevailing  symbols.  Its  peculiarly  ten- 
der, beneficent  impulses  fasten  themselves  upon  men 
everywhere.  At  the  firesides  of  the  cooler  zones  and  upon 
the  zephyr-touched  piazzas  of  the  tropics,  with  the  darkness 
of  Christmas  Eve  there  steals  into  millions  of  hearts  that 
same  mysterious,  reverent  quietude,  the  same  restful  good- 
will, the  same  kindly  thoughts  of  absent  friends,  the  same 
relenting  and  compunction  for  the  small  insults  of  this  life, 
the  same  yearning  for  a  sometime  reunion,  joyous  and 
eternal,  with  the  dear  ones  who  have  had  their  little  joys 
and  little  pains  on  this  speck  in  the  universe,  and  who  have 
stepped  ofT  into  that  great  Beyond,  that  overwhelming 
Somewhere,  about  which  our  pee-wee  brains  think,  and 
think,  and  think.  Once  a  year  there  comes  over  us  all  a 
desire  to  be  good-naturedly  gregarious,  to  say  to  our  fellow- 
men  those  warmly,  stirring,  cheery  words — Merry  Christ- 
mas! 


trol  cycle  racing  in  the  United  Stafes.  There  has  been  abuse, 
villification  and  recrimination  by  both  parties.  The  interested 
portion  of  the  pubHc  has  become  nauseated. 

The  sporting  press  has  been  drawn  into  the  controversy^ 
and  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  attitude  of  the  newspapers  has 
added  anything  to  the  dignity  of  the  controversy.  Partisan- 
ship, misinformation  and  eUmination  of  facts  have  character- 
ized ahiiost  every  paragraph  that  has  appeared  on  the  subject. 
All  the  way  through  the  campaign  on  either  side  has  been 
one  of  "blufif."  There  has  been  no  clearly  defined  principle 
or  adherence  to  promises  by  either  the  L.  A.  W.  or  N.  C.  A. 
At  best  it  is,  and  has  been,  an  unseemly  strife,  and  one  which 
is  fast  bringing  the  "King  of  Athletic  Sports"  to  be  the  de- 
spised of  the  mob. 

But  there  are  other  parties  to  the  contention  than  the  N. 
C.  A.  and  the  L.  A.  W.,  and  the  chief  of  these  is  the  public, 
which  makes  the  sport  possible.  Its  only  interest  is  in  hav- 
ing genuine  that  for  which  it  expends  its  money- — and  it  has 
shown  it  will  patronize  cycle  racing  when  it  is  properly  con- 
ducted. As  matters  now  stand,  the  public  is  rapidly  becom- 
ing disgusted.  Another  year  like  the  present  and  there  will 
be  no  more  of  the  sport  of  cycle  racing  than  there  was  of 
two  historical  felines  of  the  region  of  Killkenny. 

The  interests  of  the  sport  and  of  the  public  demand  that 
this  controversy  end  just  as  speedily  as  circumstances  will 
permit.  And  there  is  now  a  clear  and  logical  basis  for  set- 
tle'nent.  Out  of  the  chaos  of  the  encounter  is  shown  the 
adaptability  of  the  N.  C.  A.  to  govern  professional  racing,  and 
of  the  L.  A.  W.  to  control  the  amateurs.  The  N.  C.  A.  is 
essentially  a  professional  organization.  It  was  created  by  the 
professional  riders  and  is  controlled  by  professional  pro- 
moters acting  in  conjunction  with  those  riders.  The  L.  A. 
W.  is  as  essentially  an  amateur  Association,  and  from  the  sen- 
timent which  is  attached  to  it,  has  never  lost  its  premiership 
in  fostering  amateur  racing,  the  chief  support  of  which  is  the 
sentiment  of  competition  for  pastime  solely.  The  public  will 
indorse  the  L.  A.  W.  in  controlling  the  amateurs,  and  the 
N.  C.  A.  will  be  commended  for  the  wise  propagation  of  pro- 
fessionalism. Let  each  side  assume  its  specialty,  leave  the 
other  alone — and  let's  have  an  end  to  the  childish  bickering. 

If  the  corning  racing  season  is  not  to  be  retarded  or  com- 
pletely ruined,  the  settlement  should  be  made  within  the  next 
few  weeks.  All  the  interests  that  are  linked  with  cycle  racing 
demand  it. 


•.•"•"•"•"•••••••••••.••.••.•^•"••.•.^ 


THE  DEALER'S  BEHALE. 


SETTLE  THE  RACING  SQIABBLE. 

F.OR  fourteen  months  the  League  of  American  Wheelmen 
and  the  National  Cycling  Association,  or  its  component 
parts,  have  engaged  in  an  undignified,  disastrous  and  petty 
contention  as  to  which  of  the  two  organizations  should  con- 


WHATEVER  may  be  said  against  trusts  in  general,  it  is 
now  a  foregone  conclusion  that  the  American  Bicy- 
cle Co.  will  do  much  to  correct  many  of  the  evils  with  which 
bicycle  retailers  have  been  obliged  to  contend,  and  although 
the  A.  B.  C.  has  been  in  operation  only  about  two  months, 
some  of  these  benefits  are  already  becoming  apparent. 

A  gentleman  who  is  in  charge  of  one  of  the  leading  A.  B.  C. 
factories,  one  which  has  been  famous  for  carrying  on  a  clean- 
cut  business,  stated  the  other  day  that  the  Orders  which  are 
now  being  turned  in  by  his  traveHng  men  are  the  most  satis- 
factory, in  many  respects,  that  have  been  experienced  in  the 
history  of  their  business.  The  traveling  men  this  year  are 
doing  something  more  than  sell  wheels:  They  are  instilHng 
into  the  minds  of  the  dealers  business  principles  which  if  car- 
ried out  will  tend  to  make  the  position  of  the  retailer  more 
profitable  than  it  has  been  in  a  number  of  years  past.  Every 
argument  is  being  made  to  induce  the  dealer  to  cut  down  the 
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great  number  of  specifications  which  have  been  a  source  of 
trouble  to  everyone  in  the  trade  in  years  past.  The  dealer  is 
shown  that  since  a  larger  number  of  his  competitors  are  pur- 
chasing goods  from  the  same  house,  and  on  margins  which 
are  identical,  it  will  be  a  very  easy  matter  for  the  retailers  to 
get  together  and  agree  to  give  only  certain  options.  In  fact, 
the  idea  of  organizing  for  mutual  protection  is  being  generall}'^ 
advanced,  and  it  is  shown  that  this  is  now  possible  where  in 
previous  years  it  could  not  be  done  because  of  the  various 
conditions.  Above  all  things,  it  is  being  shown  that  the  prac- 
tice of  cutting  prices  will  not  be  permitted.  It  may  be  at- 
tempted, but  if  the  dealers  hold  together  and  report  infrac- 
tions of  this  rule,  the  offending  retailer  will  run  the  risk  of 
being  cut  off  from  his  source  of  supplies.  It  is  also  explained 
that  the  combination  factories  propose  to  sell  only  to  those 
who  are  thoroughly  reliable,  hence  the  unfair  competition  of 
unscrupulous  competitors  will  be  impossible.  The  cash  dis- 
counts allowed  this  year  by  the  majority  of  concerns  are  larger 
than  has  ever  before  been  the  rule,  and  it  is  pointed  out  that 
by  agreeing  among  themselves  to  secure  better  terms  from 
the  rider,  to  do  away  with  small  "down"  payments  and  long 
credits,  the  dealers  can  take  advantage  of  these  discounts. 

In  short,  it  is  clear  that  the  deep  thinkers  in  the  A.  B.  C. 
are  bent  on  bettering  the  conditions  of  the  retailers.  In- 
cidentally, of  course,  these  changes  will  bring  more  money 
into  the  home  treasury,  but  the  poHcy  is  none  the  less  cred- 
itable and  the  wise  dealers  will  at  least  give  serious  considera- 
tion to  the  changes  in  selling  methods  which  are  being  pro- 
posed by  the  missionaries  who  are  now  visiting  all  parts  of 
the  country. 


talent  who  invented  this  wonderful  tire  are  now  considering 
it.  We  feel  certain  that  Flint,  Dodge,  et  al.,  are  shaking  in 
their  shoes. 


THEY  seem  to  think — in  fact  they  say  so — that  American 
producers  of  coaster-brake  devices  do  not  know  as  much 
about  the  subject  as  English  mechanical  men  who  have  labored 
with  the  problem.  This  may  be  true,  and  our  advice  to  manu- 
facturers of  such  devices  is  to  study  their  history  in  England 
as  far  back  and  as  thoroughly  as  possible.  The  English  have 
had  valuable  experience  with  the  disc  or  friction  brake,  and 
with  several  other  phases  of  the  idea.  It  would  seem  to  be 
cheaper  to  pay  someone  on  the  other  side  to  gather  this  data 
than  to  learn  the  facts  by  bothersome  and  perhaps  dangerous 
experience.  This  advice  is  not,  of  course,  addressed  to  those 
who  are  already  old  in  experience. 


I  N  favoring  the  curved  back  in  cycling.  Dr.  Campbell  states 
*       these  reasons: 

The  mean  distance  between  the  head  and  feet  is  diminished;  (2) 
the  splanchnic  veins,  which  are  distributed  to  the  viscera,  are  com- 
pressed by  the  rhythmic  flexions  of  the  thighs  on  the  abdomen,  and 
this  compression  is  favorably  influenced  by  the  forward  attitude; 
(3)  the  aspiratory  action  of  the  thorax  is  increased,  owing  to  the 
increase  in  mean  size,  as  occurs  in  all  active  exercises;  (4)  the  com- 
mon notion  that  the  forward  attitude  tends  to  contract  the  chest 
is  altogether  fallacious. 

Would  not  this  cause  an  infinitesimal  vibration  of  your 
vertebrae? 


MILLIONS  [\  THIS. 


THE  WHEEL  was  astonished,  on  Monday,  by  a  lurid 
communication  from  the  town  of  Passaic,  N.  J.,  a  quiet, 
somnolent  and  naturally  beautiful  town;  one  apparently  more 
conducive  to  quietude  and  a  conventional  life  than  to  errati- 
cism  or  world-beating  invention.  Still,  be  it  known  through- 
out the  land,  that  Passaic,  N.  J.,  has  a  sure  enough  genius. 
This  genius  is  a  Patent  Office  fiend,  and  it  is  men  like  him 
who  enrich  the  revenues  of  the  great  pile  in  Washington.  He 
probably  has  a  private  pigeon-hole  in  the  mortuary  records 
of  that  inventors'  Pere  la  Chaise.  Pere  la  Chaise  is  Paris' 
most  beautiful  cemetery;  there  is  not  a  flower  in  it.  The 
Patent  Office  is  the  American  inventors'  Pere  la  Chaise. 

This  Passaic  genius  writes  us  with  patriotic  exuberance. 
He  states:  "Passaic  City  is  not  slow  in  the  tire  business. 
N.  D."  (Here  follow  the  names  of  two  men,  which,  in  hope 
of  avoiding  manslaughter,  we  will  not  print.)  The  letter  goes 
on  to  say  that  they  "have  finished  this  excellent  idea  of  this 
Patend  Bicycle  and  Automobile  Tire,  already  a  number  of 
firms  have  called  on  these  gentleman  to  buy  these  Pattend 

Rite,     the  Tire  is  of  is  a  Safe  and  Practical  one.     Mr. 

says  the  Tire  is  Pneumatic,  altho  no  air  is  used,  and  it  is 
clamed  by  men  of  large  experance  to  exceed  eny  Tire  in  tlic 
^Market,  they  are  considering  a  libral  ofifer  of  a  firm  for 
this  Patent.     Kindly  Print  the  same  in  the  Wheel." 

Here  indeed  is  a  wonderful  invention.  It  is  of  the  "Now's- 
your-chance  -  gentlemen  -  step-up-to-the-prize-package-man'' 
sort.  It  is  a  pneumatic  tire  which  does  not  require  the  use 
of  air.  This  stamps  the  inventor  as  a  sublimated  genius.  But 
there  are  other  evidences  that  his  patent  is  a  great  success. 
We  are  informed  that  a  party  (for  whom  we  are  sincerely 
sorry)  has  made  a  "libral  ofifer"   for  it,  and  the  trinity  of 


AMONG  his  other  qualities  Robert  Louis  Stevenson  was 
semi-philosophic    in    his    reUgion.     He  produced  this 
morning  prayer: 

The  day  returns  and  brings  us  the  petty  round  of  irritating  con- 
cerns and  duties.  Help  us  to  play  the  man,  help  us  to  perform  them 
with  laughter  and  kind  faces,  let  cheerfulness  abound  with  industry. 
Give  us  to  go  blithely  on  our  business  all  this  day;  bring  us  to  our 
resting  beds  weary  and  content  and  undishonored,  and  grant  us  in 
the  end  the  gift  of  sleep. 

We  have  read  many  creeds  of  greater  length  and  less  beauty. 


SOME  business  concerns'are  apparently  run  for  the  fun  of 
the  thing;  for  the  pleasure  there  is  in  freakish  incom- 
petency. It  seems  hard  to  include  the  big  establishment 
known  as  the  United  States  of  America  in  that  class.  But 
what  else  can  be  said  of  a  management  that  does  so  little  to 
secure  good  roads,  when  having  them  would  save  the  people 
over  1600,000,000  annually. 


SPIRITED  SPRINTS"  is  the  heading  over  an  article  in 
a  Cleveland  paper,  describing  the  six-day  "female" 
race  in  tliat  city.  Spirited  in  more  ways  than  one,  possibly, 
since  dope  has  come  into  vogue  for  horses  and  six-day  riders 
alike. 


IT  was  probably  not  the  slightly  increased  weight  of  bicy- 
cles that  caused  the  management  of  the  Philadelphia  ex- 
port exposition  lo  place  them  in  the  same  department  with 
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EN    FRANKLIN    said: 
back." 


"Lying    rides    upon    debt's 
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WALL  ST.  FLURRY 


what  really  caused  it. 


The  Wheel  selects  for  publication,  con- 
cerning the  Wall  street  disturbance,  early  this 
week,  a  special  expert  article  which  is  sure  to 
be  of  interest  to  every  reader  in  the  cycle 
trade.  The  article  has  additional  value  be- 
cause the  newspaper  in  which  it  appeared  is 
understood  to  be  largely  owned  by  one  of  the 
strongest  financial  men  on  the  Street. 

A.  K.  F.,  in  yesterday's  "Times:" 

The  average  stock  broker,  when  asked  to 
explain  the  excitement  on  the  Stock  Ex- 
change, which  the  inconsiderate  have  spoken 
of  as  a  "panic,"  replies,  if  he  is  disposed  to 
be  curt,  "tight  money  market";  or,  as  one 
operator  who  is  far  above  the  average  put  it, 
"not  enough  money  to  carry  the  stocks."  But 
the  seasoned  financier  who  is  conservative  and 
who  has  experienced  all  sorts  of  weather  in 
Wall  Street  will  tell  you  that  it  is  too  many 
stocks  rather  than  too  little  money,  especially 
stocks  of  uncertain  value. 

The  calmer  broker  who  vouchsafes  to  ex- 
plain attributes  the  sudden  and  violent  squall 
of  Monday  to  the  concurrence  of  a  number 
of  causes,  most  of  which  could  not  be  foreseen 
■  or  prepared  for.  Everybody  knew  that  the 
money  market  was  pretty  close,  because  of  the 
universal  employment  of  funds  and  the  con- 
stant demand  for  loans,  and  a  little  extra 
stringency  was  expected  as  the  great  volume 
of  January  payments  drew  near.  The  Eng- 
lish situation  was  causing  a  slight  strain  in  the 
effort  to  draw  gold  from  here,  but  even  the 
bad  news  from  South  Africa  and  the  conse- 
quent depression  in  London  would  have  had 
no  serious  effect  if  it  had  come  alone.  But 
the  failure  of  the  one  great  pork-packing  es- 
tablishment of  the  east  and  the  suspension  of 
the  Boston  bank  in  consequence,  and  the  se- 
rious trouble  of  another  Boston  bank  as  the 
result  of  a  collapse  in  -certain  copper  specula- 
tions, together  with  the  intimation  that  the 
Baltimore  trust  companies  were  under  a  stag- 
gering load  in  carrying  out  the  Seaboard 
Railway  consolidation,  were  calculated  to  pro- 
duce a  sense  of  uneasiness.  When  these  dis- 
quieting influences  began  to  have  their  effect 
and  give  an  opportunity  for  a  raid  of  the 
"bears,"  then  came  as  a  sudden  blow  the  sus- 
pension of  the  Produce  Exchange  Trust  Co., 
which  had  also  lent  its  credit  too  freely  to 
the  Seaboard  Railway  scheme.  That  brought 
on  the  "scare,"  and  other  institutions,  the  se- 
curity for  whose  loans  -was  somewhat  dubious, 
were  calling  in  their  money  or  refusing  to  let 
it  out  on  the  collateral  previously  accepted, 
and  the  gusts  of  the  morning  gathered  into  a 
whirlwind. 

But,  says  the  conservative  financier,  all  this 
had  'been  prepared  for,  or  there  would  have 
been  no  wrecks  and  no  serious  peril.  Last 
spring  and  summer,  when  there  was  a  ple- 
thora of  funds  in  the  New  York  banks  and 
loans  were  made  at  low  rates  on  almost  any 
kind  of  security,  there  were  wild  speculation 
and  a  reckless  expansion  in  industrial  stocks, 
with  insufficient  and  uncertain  value  behind 
them.  In  the  autumn,  when  there  was  a 
strong  demand  for  money  for  actual  business 


and  an  active  and  constant  use  for  our  liberal 
volume  of  currency,  loans  that  were  still  car- 
ried on  doubtful  collateral  were  called  in  and 
better  security,  as  well  as  higher  rates,  was 
required;  but  the  volume  of  industrial  securi- 
ties in  the  market  would  not  shrink  nor  the 
speculative  character  depart  from  them,  and 
they  were  liable  to  be  flung  into  New  York 
whenever  the  holders,  who  had  received  them 
for  properties  taken  into  combinations  or  in- 
vested in  them  "on  spec,"  took  a  notion  to 
realize  on  them. 

So,  at  a  time  when  everything  seemed  pros- 
perous and  safe,  the  elements  had  been  pre- 
pared for  an  explosion  whenever  the  tension 
got  to  the  breaking  point  and  the  right  kind 
of  a  shock  was  administered.  But  it  is  quite 
different  from  a  "panic,"  when  the  general 
confidence  is  shaken  and  money  shrinks  from 
under  the  great  fabric  of  credit  that  upholds 
the  business  of  the  country.  Money  is  really 
"scarce"  only  because  it  is  in  profitable  use. 
Even  when  the  hard-pushed  speculator  of- 
fered a  commission  of  ^  per  cent  for  the  day 
in  addition  to  the  legal  interest,  giving  the 
rate  on  call  the  formidable  look  of  186  per 
cent,  money  was  to  be  had  on  unquestioned 
security  for  6  per  cent,  as  was  proved  by  the 
immediate  offer  of  $1,000,000  by  a  single 
banker  and  the  promptness  with  which  a  knot 
of  bank  presidents  could  put  $10,000,000  into 
the  loan  market.  This  experience  shows  the 
peril,  even  in  good  times,  of  dealing  reckless- 
ly with  the  vast  and  delicate  mechanism  of 
,  credit,  and  it  may  also  illustrate  the  strength 
of  that  fabric  if  conservative  counsels  and 
skilful  management  still  prevail  outside  of  the 
circle  of  the  speculators.  It  may  be  a  little 
harder  to  tide  over  the  demands  of  the  clos- 
ing year  and  the  stress  of  unforeseen  emer- 
gencies, but  there  is  not  the  slightest  reason 
for  any  giving  way  of  confidence  or  flagging 
of  the  hopes  raised  by  substantial  prosperity. 


The  friends  of  J.  J.  Littlejohn,  head  book- 
keeper at  the  Cleveland  bicycle  works  in  To- 
ronto, recently  gave  him  a  banquet  at  the 
Occidental  Hotel  in  that  city. 


Exports  Up  to  {)at«. 

Exports  of  cycles  and  parts  from  the  port 
of  New  York  for  week  ending  December  19, 
1899: 

Antwerp.— 1  case  bicycles,  $75;  21  oases  bicycle  ma- 
terial, $845. 

Alexandria.— 1  case  bicycles,  $15. 

Argentine  Republic— 127  oases  bicycles,  $3,585;  5 
cases  bicycle  material,  $831. 

Brazil.— 2  cases  bicycles,  $150. 

British  Australia.— 24  cases  bicycles,  $2,531;  1  case 
bicycle  material,  $24. 

British  East  Indies.— 18  cases  bicycles,  $1,071;  2  cases 
bicycle  m-aiterial,  $476. 

Bremen.- 5  cases  bicycles,  $250;  3  oases  bicycle  ma- 
terial, $170. 

British  Possessions  in  Africa. — 1  case  bicycle  ma- 
■teriaJ,  $4. 

All  other  British  Possessions. — 4  cases  bicycles,  $120. 

British  West  Indies.— 21  cases  bicycles,  $730;  34  cases 
bicycle  material,   $1,308. 

Chili.— 2  cases  bicycle  maiterial,  $124. 

China. — 3  cases  bicycles,  $166;  1  case  bicycle  ma- 
terial, $25. 

Central  America. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $55.    • 

Cuba.— 21  cases  bicycles,  $614;  5  cases  bicycle  ma- 
terial, $240. 

Copenhagen.— 1  case  bicycles,  $45;  7  cases  bicycle 
material,  $405. 

Dutch  East  Indies.— 2  cases  bicycle  material,  $107. 

Ecuador. — 3  oases  bicycles,  $80. 

Florence. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $60. 

Genoa. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $100;  52  cases  bicycle  ma- 
terial, $2,599. 

Hong  Kong. — 1  case  bicycles,  $65. 

Havre. — 25  cases  bicycles,  $950;  113  oases  bicycle  ma- 
terial, $1,871. 

Hamburg.— 284  -cases  bicycles,  $10,200;  33  cases  bi- 
cycle material,  $2,049. 

Japan. — 8  oases  bicycles,  $510;  1  case  bicycle  material, 
$14. 

Leeds. — 5  cases  bicycles,  $60. 

Liverpool.— 21  oases  bicycles,  $1,205;  4  cases  bicycle 
material,  $113. 

London. — 6  cases  bicycles,  $253;  32  cases  bicycle  ma- 
terial, $1,595. 

Mexico. — 4  cases  bicycles,  $199. 

Marseilles. — 2  oases  bicycles,  $65. 

Moscow. — 1  case  bicycles,   $32. 

Naples. — 1   case   bicycles,   $50. 

New  Zealand.— 199  cases  bicycles,  $9,061;  48  cases 
bicycle  material,  $2,988. 

Porto  Rico. — 2  oases   bicycles,   $36. 

Rotterdam. — 16  cases  bicycles,  $344;  3  cases  bicycle 
material,  $201. 

Reval. — 1  case  bicycle  material,  $50. 

Southampton. — 8  cases  bicycles,  $400;  1  case  bicycle 
-material,   $34. 

Siiam. — 27  cases  bicycles,  $3,330. 

Trieste. — 4  cases  bicycles,  ^100;  2  cases  bicycle  ma- 
terial, $15. 

Turin. — 15  oases  bicycles,   $311. 

Uruguay. — 26  cases  bicycles,  $1,272. 

Last  week's  exports  from  the  port  of  New  York  in- 
cluded an  automobile,  valued  at  $750,  which  was  sent 
to  Hamburg. 


Practically  all   A.   B.   C.   travelers   are   now 
on  the  road. 


EVIDENTLY  SOMETHING  IN  THE  CALKINS  RACK  PATENT. 


Buffalo,  Dec.  18. — There  is  evidently  more 
to  that  E.  S.  Calkins  bicycle  rack  patent  than 
was  at  first  -supposed.  The  Montgom-ery 
Door  &  Box  Co.,  a  big  lumber  concern,  has 
made  a  specialty  of  these  racks,  and  is  easily 
the  maker  of  a  big  majority  of  tbem,  at  least 
so  far  as  Buffalo  is  concerned. 

When  Benjamin  Youlen,  who  is  the  local 
agent  for  Mr.  Calkins,  caime  to  Buffalo,  he 
investigated  the  number  of  racks  made  by 
this  'house,  and  made  a  demand  for  a  license 
fee  of  $5  on  each  rack.  The  demand  was  not 
heeded,  and,  in  fact,  was  treated  as  a  joke, 
but  a  little  later  when  Hey  &  Parsons,  the 
patentee's  attorneys,  of  Syracuse,  made  a  like 
demand   on   the   lumber   concern   they  were 


referred  to  their  attorneys.  A  meeting  of  the 
two  law  concerns  w-as  subsequently  held,  and 
resulted  in  the  Syracuse  firm  convinci-ng  the 
Buffalo  firm  that  the  rack  concern  was  in  the 
right. 

In  effecting  a  settlement  the  Montgomery 
Door  &  Box  Co.  have  resei-ved  the  right  to 
manufacture  all  bicycle  racks  in  Buffalo,  and 
have  also  received  a  -guarantee  of  protection 
against  suits.  It  cannot  be  learned  what 
amount  of  money  was  paid  to  settle  the  mat- 
ter nor  under  w^hat  terms  a  license  was  given 
to  continue  the  manufacture,  but  Mr.  Cal- 
kins certainly  got  enough  money  to  satisfy 
himself  Now,  presumably,  he  will  push  his 
claim  more  vigorously  elsewhere. 
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December  21, 


GERMANS  STILL  WANT  DITY. 


Demand  Protection  Against  tlie  "American  Invasion," 

but  Report  No  Immediate 

Success. 

The  eleventh  general  meeting  of  the  Ger- 
man Cycle  Manufacturers'  Association  was 
held  in  Berlin,  Comimerzienrath  Naumann 
presiding.  The  committee  have  been  active- 
ly engaged  during  the  past  twelve  months 
in  furthering  the  interest  of  the  trade  in  gen- 
eral, in  spite  of  which,  howevter,  it  was  im- 
possible to  bring  about  the  desired  raising 
of  the  duty  on  cycles.  From  reliable  sources 
it  is  stated  that  the  wishes  of  the  manufact- 
urers have  been  considered  in  the  autono- 
mous tariff  imposed  by  the  federal  council, 
which  will  be  handed  over  to  the  commission 
for  the  preparation  of  commercial  treaties. 
An  appropriate  duty  on  complete  wheels  and 
cycle  parts  is  to  be  levied,  but  as  this  tarifif 
must  first  be  sanctioned  by  the  legislative 
bodies,  and  will  hardly  come  into  force  before 
the  year  1904,  no  special  importance  can  be 
attached  to  this  for  the  present. 

The  meeting  decided  to  petition  the  presi- 
dent of  this  commission,  the  Secretary  of 
State,  Count  von  Posadowski,  in  which  the 
absolute  necessity  of  raising  the  duty  will  be 
repeatedly  emphasized,  and  statistics  show- 
ing the  condition  of  the  cycle  share  market 
before  the  American  imvasion  and  at  the  pres- 
ent moment  were  to  be  added. 

A  long  debate  arose  on  the  question  of  cy- 
cle guarantee.  The  various  speakers  pointed 
out  the  fact  that  the  cycle  manufacturers  were 
probably  the  only  ones,  all  other  industries 
included,  who  guaranteed  their  products  for 
a  longer  period  than  was  required  by  the 
commercial  code,  according  to  which  claims 
must  be  made  immediately  for  easily  percep- 
tible flaws  in  goods,  for  such  not  visible  or 
perceptible  within  six  months  after  sale,  but 
immediately  after  discovery. 

After  the  close  of  the  meeting  a  conference 
with  three  delegates  of  the  Dealers'  Associa- 
tion, Messrs.  Braunbeck,  Kukluk  and  Klar- 
ner,  was  held  with  reference  to  the  Leipzig 
Cycle  Fair,  really  the  only  point  of  any  im- 
portance on  which  the  two  associations  differ, 
and  which  has  caused  the  enmity  existing  be- 
tween the  two  representative  bodies  of  the 
German  cycle  industry. 


Kensington  Will  Move  to  Batavia. 

Batavia,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  19.— A  special  meeting 
was  held  at  ithe  Richmond  Hotel  this  after- 
noon, when  the  following  gentlemen  were 
present:  Wm.  J.  Knowles  and  Chas.  G. 
Shepard,  of  the  Kensington  Automobile  Co., 
P.uffalo,  N.  Y.;  E.  E.  Leavenworth  and  Frank 
Richardson,  treasurer  and  president  of  the 
Batavia  Carriage  Wheel  Co.;  Geo.  Farrell,  su- 
perintendent of  the  Johnjson  Harvester  Co.; 
R.  A.  Maxwell,  ex-Fourth  Assistant  Post- 
master-General; Henry  Tarbox,  lawyer;  Dr. 
Le  Sure  and  Ohas.  Kibbe,  real  estate  dealer. 
With  the  exception  of  the  two  former  they 
are  all  Batavians,  and  a  lot  of  money  wa9 
represented  at  this  meeting. 

It  has  been  known  for  some  time  that  the 
plant  now  occupied  by  the  Kensington  Au- 
tomobile Co.  is  far  too  small,  and  the  real 
object  of  this  meeting  was  to  form  a  large 
stock  company  to  manufacture  horseless  car- 
riages on  a  big  scale.    Mr.  Kibbe  holds  op- 


tions on  several  corn'modious  plants  in  Ba- 
tavia and  these  were  submitted  to  the  meet- 
ing. It  is  almost  an  assured  fact  that  in  a  few 
days  this  big  stock  company  will  be  an  ac- 
complisihed  fact,  and  that  the  Buffalo  plant  will 
be  closed  and  the  works,  or  rather  machin- 
ery, removed  to  Batavia.  The  Kensington 
Automobile  Co.  is  the  old  Kensington  Bicy- 
cle Co.,  composed  of  Wm.  J.  Knowles,  C.  G. 
Shepard,  John  Gibson  and  H.  C.  Martin. 


LOZICR  TO  BC  A  NEW  YORKER. 


French  IMaliers  Get  Together. 

A  dispatch  froim  Paris,  December  16,  says 
thait  French  cycle  makers  will  meet  to  devise 
means  of  more  successfully  meeting  Ameri- 
can competition.  The  Cleveland  and  Colum- 
bia people,  it  appears,  are  selling  more  goods 
there  than  most  of  the  standard  French  firms, 
and  twenty-seven  American  firms,  in  all,  are 
doing  business  in  Paris. 


Elmore  Follis  Won't  Move. 

Clyde,  O.,  Dec.  18. — The  report,  published 
in  Toledo  papers.,  to  the  effect  that  the  El- 
more Bicycle  Co.  intended  to  remove  from 
Clyde  to  Toledo,  is  erroneous.  E.  A.  Becker, 
secretary  of  the  Elmore  Company,  states  that 
the  report  is  foundationless.  The  Becker 
folks  are  now  experimenting  with  a  new  type 
of  gasoline  horseless  carriage,  and,  if  practical 
results  are  attained,  they  will  manufacture  it 
on  a  large  scale.  At  any  event,  their  plant 
will  remain  in  Clyde,  with  which  city  they 
have  for  a  long  time  been  identified. 


Reported  He  Will  Make   ttis  Residence   in  the  Me- 
tropolis, Though  Retaining  Large 
Ohio  Interests. 

It  is  becoming  quite  the  fashion  now  for 
the  man  who  makes  a  million  or  more  to  look 
toward  New  York  as  a  pleasure  place;  or,  if 
he  is  inclined  to  continue  in  business,  as  a 
centre  where  he  may  get  into  the  whirl  of 
even  still  larger  operations  than  those  in 
which  he  amassed  his  wealth.  New  York  has 
been  wonderfully  beautified  in  the  past  ten 
years,  and  no  doubt  it  also  has  a  strong  at- 
traction for  families — for  the  smart  women 
looking  for  social  worlds  to  conquer.  Rumor 
from  Cleveland  has  it  that  H.  A.  Lozier  has 
determined  to  permanently  leave  that  bustling 
western  city  and  reside  in  New  York.  It  is 
reported  that  the  Lozier  family  will  spend  the 
winter  in  Florida;  that  their  house  on  Cass 
avenue,  where  they  have  resided  fifteen  years, 
will  be  sold,  and,  after  Mr.  Lozier's  long 
pleasure  trip,  they  will  settle  down  in  Gotham. 
Mr.  Lozier  will,  however,  continue  to  have 
heavy  interests  in  Cleveland,  for  besides  being 
a  large  stockholder  in  the  Shelby  Tube  Co. 
he  is  also  interested  in  several  local  plants, 
and  has  only  recently  invested  heavily  in  the 
Federal  Gas  and  Fuel  Co.,  of  Cleveland.  This 
concern  controls  some  400,000  acres  of  natu- 
ral gas  country  in  the  central  part  of  Ohio, 
and  the  plan  is  to  build  a  gigantic  system  of 
pipe  lines  and  supply  light  and  fuel  to  a  num- 
ber of  the  leading  cities  of  the  State. 


It's  a  wise   old  sprocket   that  has   cut   its 
wisdom  teeth. 


We  will  yet  have  a  horseless  horse  show  in 
this  country. 


"THE  CHEAPEST  WAY  TO  REPAIR  THAT  IS  TO  BUY  A  NEW  ONE." 
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Watch  for  Manson  Travelers ! 

We  will  show  you  tlieir  pictures  next  week  and  leave  it  to  you  to  say  how  you  like  them.     Like  all  of  us,  they  have 

their  peculiarities. 
Did  You  Ever  Have  a  Deaf  and  Dumb  Salesman  Visit  You?     No?     Well,  that's  what  ours  are.     Deaf    and 

dumb,  they  utter  not  a  word,  yet  give  you  more  information  than  the  highest-priced  or  smoothest-talking 

salesman  that  ever  took  out  a  sample.     They  are  as  modest  as  the  violet,  yet  are  the  boldest  fellows  that  ever 

entered  your  doors      They  do  not  come  until  invited  and  then  wait  at  your  doors  until  bidden  "Come  in." 
A  few  of  the  things  Our  Travelers  DON'T  Do — They  don't  waste  our  time  in  gossiping  nor  take  up  yours  that 

way;  they  don't  run  down   competitors' goods  instead  of  talking  up  our  own;  they  don't  offer  you  cheap 

cigars  nor  invite  you  to  the  theatre  nor  ask  you  to  drink  with  them,  though  they  are  the  friendliest  and  most 

sincere  fellows  in  the  world. 
A  Few  of  the  Things  They  DO  Do — They  paralyze  you  when  you  look  at  them  and  learn  their  prices,  although 

they  never  say  a  word;  they  offer  you  the   chance  of  your  lives  to  make  money,  yet  they  are  not  "con"  men; 

they  are  nat  afraid  any  trust  will  knock  them  out  of  a  job.     No  trust  dare  employ  such  travelers.     No  trust 

can,  in  fact. 

This  partial  description  of  our  new  travelers  may  sound  extravagant  to  you,  but  our  travelers  don't   seem  to 

mind  it  a  bit  and  just  keep  on  saying  nothing  and  selling  bicycles. 

Don't  close  until  you  have  seen  our  1900  Travelers. 

This  is  Wliere  Tiiey  Will  Come  From 
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MANSON   CYCLE   CO.,   manson  square.  CHICAGO. 
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SHOW  ROOM:    MASONIC    TEMPLE 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


ROTUNDA. 
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December  21, 


THE  SMALL  MAKERS 


outlook  for  next  year. 


In  Cleveland. 

Cleveland,  Dec.  9. — The  manager  of  a 
prominent  local  cycle  material  house  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  the  other  day  that  the 
repair  men  and  so-called  assemblers  in  this 
vicinity  will  still  continue  to  be  an  important 
factor  in  the  field,  although  he  admitted  that 
the  average  repair  man  would  not  devote  so 
much  of  his  time  during  the  summer  months 
to  "putting  up"  wheels  as  has  been  the  rule 
in  former  years.  He  stated  that  there  are  a 
number  of  repair  men  who  do  not  care  to 
turn  their  hands  to  other  work  during  the 
winter  months,  and,  in  consequence,  will  con- 
tinue the  practice  of  buying  material  and  as- 
sembling machines.  The  profit  on  such  ma- 
chines will,  of  course,  not  be  as  large  as  in 
former  years — possibly  it  will  not  be  enough 
to  equal  a  fair  salary  for  the  time  spent  in 
construction — but  as  a  rule  repair  men  do 
not  figure  profits  in  this  way.  Their  mate- 
rial costs  so  much  and  the  machine  sells  for 
so  much;  the  difference  is  considered  clear 
profit. 

As  soon  as  the  riding  season  opened  up  this 
year  there  was  a  decided  tendency  to  pay 
close  attention  to  repair  work,  while  the  de- 
mand for  wheels  of  their  own  make  was  an- 
swered by  the  repair  man  by  purchasing 
built-up  and  enameled  frames  and  setting  up 
the  machines  with  the  other  parts,  according 
to  the  demands  of  the  purchasers,  and  the 
material  man  expressed  the  opinion  that  this 
practice  would  be  carried  out  to  a  greater 
extent  than  ever  before  in  1900.  In  order  to 
secure  direct  opinions  on  this  interesting  sub- 
ject, a  Wheel  man  called  on  several  of  the 
leading  assemblers  in  this  city. 

The  Hill  Cycle  Co.,  65  Vincent  street,  per- 
haps the  most  important  of  this  branch  of  the 
trade  in  Cleveland,  said:  "We  have  built 
about  250  machines  during  the  past  season, 
besides  carrying  on  an  extensive  repair  bus- 
iness. We  buy  our  material  direct  from  the 
manufacturers,  in  sets,  and  do  our  own  frame 
building,  which  we  find  to  be  the  most  satis- 
factory policy.  Last  season  we  bought  fit- 
tings from  a  concern  which  is  now  in  the  A. 
B.  C,  but  we  find  that  their  prices  are  now 
higher  than  formerly,  and  we  shall  patronize 
one  of  the  outside  concerns,  whose  goods  we 
have  found  perfectly  satisfactory  and  selling 
at  a  lower  price.  We  have  been  here  several 
years,  and  our  wheels  have  acquired  an  ex- 
cellent reputation.  We  give  a  man  anything 
he  wants,  with  prices  according  to  the  equip- 
ment. We  can  build  a  very  good  machine 
to  sell  for  $25  and  make  money  on  it,  which 
is  as  good  as  any  of  the  large  manufacturers 
can  do." 

George  Clifford,  of  the  Clifford  Cycle  Co., 
Cedar  and  Bell  avenues,  said:  "Our  great- 
est source  of  profit  is  from  the  repair  busi- 
ness, and  during  the  busy  months  we  do  not 
care  to  bother  to  build  wheels,  but  during  the 
winter  we  put  up  a  number  of  frames  and  in 
the  spring  we  are  prepared  to  fit  up  a  wheel 
to  suit  the  rider's  wishes.    We  have  a  num- 


ber of  people  who  buy  a  new  machine  from 
us  every  year.  They  buy  of  us  because  we 
are  here  to  stay,  and  because  we  are  located 
in  their  neighborhood.  Any  time  any  little 
thing  requires  repairing  we  are  near  at  hand 
and  are  willing  to  take  care  of  it  with  little 
or  no  charge.  By  building  a  substantial  ma- 
chine we  have  secured  a  good  reputation, 
and,  as  a  matttr  of  fact,  our  machines  require 
very  little  attention," 

Fred  Nickels,  407  East  Prospect  street,  said 
that  he  has  a  certain  following  who  order  a 
machine  every  season.  Formerly  he  built 
his  own  frames,  but  now,  unless  the  rider 
demands  something  better  than  the  ordinary, 
he  buys  built-up  frames.  In  some  cases  he 
buys  stripped  machines,  and  puts  on  tires, 
saddles  and  pedals.  A  good  machine,  com- 
plete, can  be  purchased  for  $14  or  $15,  and  by 
putting  on  his  own  name-plate  the  machine 
will  bring  from  $20  to  $25,  yielding  a  fair 
profit  in  view  of  the  fact  that  he  does  not  ad- 
vertise and  has  no  selling  expenses. 

John  Hoffman,  corner  Giddings  and  Cen- 
tral avenues,  formerly  superintendent  of  the 
Hoffman  Bicycle  Co.,  expects  to  build  a  num- 
ber of  wheels  the  coming  season,  and  stated 
that  he  had  already  taken  about  fifteen  orders. 
He  will  use  the  best  equipment  throughout, 
and  will  build  machines  to  sell  for  from  $30 
to  $40.  Where  cheaper  machines  are  called 
for  he  expects  to  buy  built-up  frames,  and, 
in  some  cases,  will  buy  stripped  machines  and 
fit  them  up. 

The  V.  &  O.  Cycle  Co.,  Clark  avenue,  near 
Pearl  street,  have  been  in  the  business  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  have  a  large  number 
of  regular  customers  in  their  section  of  the 
city.  The  coming  season  they  expect  to  buy 
stripped  machines  and  finish  them  according 
to  the  requirements  of  the  rider,  using  their 
own  name-plate. 

In  Toledo. 

Toledo,  Dec.  12. — The  small  bicycle  mak- 
ers, they  who  turn  out  a  limited  number  of 
wheels  during  the  season,  are  busy  making 
up  stock  for  the  coining  year.  The  recent 
great  changes  dn  the  bicycle  world  do  not  in 
any  way  seem  to  move  them,  for  when  a 
Wheel  representative  called  on  them,  with- 
out exception  they  reported  more  stock  made 
up  at  this  time  than  ever  before. 

Uhle  Bros. — "Doing  business?  Well,  look 
at  us  in  our  new  building;  full  line  of  sundries. 
See  our  new  models  for  next  year.  We  are 
making  all  the  wheels  our  capacity  will  al- 
low." 

H.  C.  Tillotson  &  Co. — "Combine  won't 
affect  us.  We  are  with  them  on  better  prices 
and  expect  the  best  business  we  have  ever 
had.  Only  trouble  is  to  get  stock.  Orders 
larger  than  any  season  in  our  history  at  this 
time." 

Raymond  Cycle  Co.,  901  Jefferson  street. — 
'Best  outlook  we  have  ever  had.  Raymond 
wheels  seem  popular.  Very  few  changes  from 
last  year's  models." 


Summit  Cycle  Co.,  326  Summit  street, — 
"We  will  build  a  limited  number  to  order  and 
handle  independent  wheels  to  complete  a 
stock.     Good  prospects." 

Braun  Cycle  Co.,  3113  Monroe  street.^- 
"Good  local  trade  promised.  Are  preparing 
to  take  care  of  a  larger  business  on  account 
of  the  lateness  of  the  A.  B.  C.  in  getting  into 
the  field." 

W.  G.  Alexander,  512  Monroe  street. — "The 
Tribune  is  a  winner.  All  we  can  do  for 
Christmas  now.  The  Alexis  and  Standard 
made  such  a  hit  last  year  that  we  are  prepar- 
nig  for  bigger  business." 

Toynton  &  Hoyt,  816  Washington  street. — 
"Have  all  the  busdnjess  on  hand  we  can  take 
care  of.  Of  course  our  capacity  is  not  large, 
but  we  are  making  a  wheel  that  sold  well  last 
year,  and  advance  orders  are  more  than  sat- 
isfactory." 

Lucas  Cycle  Supply  Co.,  606  Monroe  street. 
— "Outside  of  a  few  additional  liberties  in  re- 
gard to  pedals,  tires,  etc.,  the  Lucas  wheel 
will  be  the  same  as  1898.  Have  plenty  of  or- 
ders." 

In  Toronto. 

Toronto,  Ont.,  Dec.  11. — A  visit  to  the 
smaller  factories  and  shops  in  Toronto  shows 
there  is  considerable  activity  in  this  section 
of  the  trade.  Though  the  business  of  these 
concerns  is  individually  small,  it  is  an  im- 
portant factor  in  the  aggregate. 

The  Queen  City  Cycle  Works,  304  West 
Queen  street,  builds  three  qualities  of  bicy- 
cles which  retail  at  $65,  $45  and  $25.  The  $65 
wheel,  called  "The  Special,"  is  made  from 
forgings  and  is  fitted  with  coaster  and  brake. 
They  built  about  100  last  season  and  expect 
to  largely  increase  their  output  for  next  sea- 
son. The  firm  is  working  on  a  motor-cycle, 
which  will  be  fitted  with  a  motor  of  about 
one-half  horse-power  and  will  weigh  about  75 
pounds. 

In  an  interview  with  Mr.  Bully,  proprietor 
of  the  Planet  Cycle  Works,  69  Queen  street 
East,  it  was  learned  that  he  intends  manu- 
facturing about  600  bicycles  for  next  season's 
trade.  For  a  number  of  years  he  made  a 
strictly  high-grade  article,  using  forgings  ex- 
clusively, but  for  the  past  season  he  has  used 
pressed  stamping,  with  quite  as  good  results. 
He  is  quite  pleased  with  the  prospects  for 
next  season,  and  has  already  booked  a  number 
of  orders. 

A.  Franklin  &  Sons,  13  West  Queen  street, 
have  completed  their  1900  samples.  They 
look  for  a  large  output  during  the  coming 
season. 


The  "Great  Western"  Territories. 

This  is  the  territorial  plan  of  the  Great 
Western  Mfg.  Co.,  La  Porte,  Ind.,  for  the 
sale  of  the  Adlake,  America  and  Crown  bicy- 
cles: 

Charles  A.  Lonn — Western  States  and  Chi- 
cago office. 

D.  H.  Chapin — Eastern  trade  and  New  York 
office. 

A.  Percy  Mackie — Pacific  Coast  and  San 
Francisco  office. 

E.  G.  Eager  &  Co. — Michigan,  Indiana, 
Ohio,  Pennsylvania  west  of  Harrisburg,  West 
Virginia  and  the  Toledo  office. 

Wier  &  Wilson — All  southern  States  and 
Baltimore  office. 
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upon  having  the 

...OLD    RELIABLE... 

MORROW  COASTER  BRAKE 

The  only  device  (hat  is  not  an  EXPERmENT. 


THOUSANDS     IN     USE. 


Fits  any 

Cycle 

and 

will  be 

furnished 

by  all 

makers, 

or  you 

can  put  it 

on  in 

YOUR 

OWN 

STORE. 
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Any 

size 

of 

Sprocket 

Standard 
Spokes. 


Do  not  have  to  Kick  it  Loose  when  you  GOAST^ 

ROLLS    BACKWARD. 

NEVER     OUT     OF     ADJUSTMENT. 

No  Continuous  Strain  upon  Muscles  of  Leg  after  Brake  is  Applied. 

GUARANTEED    FOR   A    FULL    RIDING   SEASON. 

ECLIPSE    BICYCLE    CO., 

ELMIRA,  N.  Y. 


Tire  Brakes  are  a 
BACK    NUMBER. 
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December  21, 


AMERICA  IN  AirOMOBILE  RACE. 


Will  Be  Represented  in  the  International  Contest  for 

the  Bennett  Cup— Winton  Will 

Enter. 

America  will  be  represented  in  the  first  race 
for  the  International  Automobile  Cup,  which 
will  take  place  in  Paris  next  July.  The  pre- 
liminary steps  lor  such  representation  were 
taken  at  a  meeting  ol  the  Automobile  Club 
of  America. 

A  letter  was  read  from  Mr.  James  Gordon 
Bennett,  who  presented  the  cup  to  the  Au- 
tomobile Club  of  France,  calling  attention  to 
the  fact  that  entries  for  next  year's  race  must 
be  made  before  January  1,  and  expressing  the 
hope  that  America  would  be  represented. 
The  terms  of  the  contest,  which  is  to  be  for  a 
distance  of  not  less  than  five  hundred  kilome- 
ters, and  is  limited  to  automobiles  challenging 
through  national  clubs,  each  of  which  may  be 
represented  by  three  vehicles,  were  read  and 
discussed. 

It  was  announced  that  Alexander  Winton, 
of  Cleveland,  O.,  has  a  road  wagon  he  de- 
sires to  enter,  and  there  was  some  talk  of 
other  entries. 

Mr.  George  F.  Chamberlin,  vice-president 
of  the  club,  who  was  in  the  chair,  spoke  in 
favor  of  challenging.  Whitney  Lyon,  J.  Bris- 
ben  Walker  and  other  members  also  urged 
the  importance  of  being  represented,  and  ex- 
pressed confidence  in  the  ability  of  American 
manufacturers  to  win  the  cup.  Mr.  Albert  R. 
Shattuck  advised  caution,  on  the  ground  that 
French  machines  are  built  specially  for  high 
speed,  while  American  makers  aim  more  for 
comfort. 

On  Mr.  Shattuck's  motion  it  was  decided 
to  appoint  a  committee  of  three  to  examine 
any  automobiles  whose  owners  desire  to  enter 
in  the  international  race  and  test  them.  If 
in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  the  carriages 
have  a  fair  chance  to  win  and  the  owners 
are  willing  to  post  the  $600  entry  fee  it  is  au- 
thorized to  perfect  the  entries.  If  more  than 
three  carriages  are  offered,  the  committee  will 
hold  trial  races  to  determine  which  are  the 
most  worthy  to  represent  the  Automobile 
Club. 

Belgium  has  entered  three  automobiles  for 
the  race,  and  it  is  believed  that  England  will 
be  represented. 


Buffalo's  Automobile  Station. 

There  is  every  indication  that  Buffalo  will 
become  a  big  automobile  centre  in  every  sense 
of  the  word.  A  great  many  are  already 
owned  by  business  men  here,  and  Dr.  Tru- 
man J.  Martin,  who  is  a  well-known  local  en- 
thusiast, and  the  head  of  the  company  which 
is  known  as  the  Buffalo  branch  of  the  New 
York  Electric  Vehicle  Transportation  Co., 
has  leased  for  a  term  of  five  years  a  building 
situated  on  West  Utica  street,  which  'has  been 
known  for  many  years  as  Brown's  riding  acad- 
emy. This  building  iis  a  big  structure  and 
contains  22,00ri  feet  of  floor  space. 

The  floor  is  now  macadamized,  an  electric 
charging  and  lighting  plant  has  been  put  in, 
as  well  as  a  repair  shop,  offices,  etc.  Nine  au- 
tomobiles are  ready  for  public  service.  Ex- 
perts are  at  the  barn  to  operate  the  vehicles 
and  repair  any  imake.  Next  summer  Dr. 
Martin  proposes  to  establish  an  automobile 
line  between  Buffalo  and  N'agara  Falls.  It  is 
expected   that   all   the   machinery   will   be   in 


within   a   few   days,   and   then  twenty   electric 
motor  carriages  can  ibe  charged  at  one  time. 

Dr.  Martin  says:  "In  establishing  this 
plant,  I  have  had  two  objects.  One  is  to  fur- 
nish automobiles,  with  coachmen  to  manage 
and  care  for  them,  as  the  public  may  desire 
to  rent  them,  and  the  other  object  is  to  fur- 
nish a  charging  station  and  accommodations 
for  anybody's  automobile,  no  matter  who  owns 
it  or  who  made  it  or  of  what  kind  it  is.  I 
look  for  next  summer  to  bring  into  Buffalo 
hundreds  of  all  kinds  of  horseless  vehicles,  all 
of  which  we  shall  endeavor  to  properly  care 
for,  repair  when  necessary  and  deliver  to  their 
owners  when  desired." 
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YES!  LET  ME  LIKE  A  CYCLIST  FALL.    1 
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Yesl/et  nie  like  a  cyclist  fall, - 

Bowa,  in  some  country  Ian 
My  clubaates  handy  topiy  call, 

To  set  me  vfp-again 
Bruises  and  cuts  I'll  bravely,  meet, 

The'  vulgar  )j6ys  may  yell,  '■■-. 
And  shout  along  the  village  street 

"  He^fce  a'.eyclist  'ell." 
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I  (Clnly  ^sk  of  t^at  prou^  club,  -    ';  <' 

^hose  name  and  f£|me  resoundp,  J^_-,.: 
.Il/Ti^^bare  their  jokes,  and  softly  rub  'W'C^- 
^ome  salve  upon  fliy  wounds,   i-- <' 
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..  \  /l\i6'  tyres  may  ."  byst,"  htjA  spokes  play  fly 
t\Y],^f     And.,aching  Timbs  may'sweji;-' 
^'J  Enough  !/^fiey  mutmur,^  with  a  sigh — 
-r-X"^:.^  ■  H^  -like  a  dyclist  'f ell.r  .-■■r- 


More  Capital  for  Motor  Company. 

The  Eisenhuth  Horseless  Vehicle  Co.,  of 
New  York  City,  of  which  John  W.  Eisenhuth 
is  president,  is  about  to  increase  its  capitaliza- 
tion to  $10,000,000,  with  the  purpose  of  enter- 
ing into  active  business.  The  papers  will 
probably  be  filed  within  a  few  days.  The  ve- 
hicles which  it  is  proposed  to  introduce  are 
propelled  by  petroleum. 


A  Chicago  girl  tried  to  commit  suicide  be- 
cause she  did  not  like  her  new  cycle  costume. 
Advice  to  other  girls:  Don't  get  a  new  cos- 
tume this  winter. 


AITOMOBILE  BREAKS  LOOSE. 


Does  All  Kinds  of  Fancy  Tricks  on    Fifth   Avenue 

and  Breaks  the  Motorman's 

Legs. 

Joseph  McLaughlin,  a  cab-driver  employed 
by  the  New  York  Cab  Co.,  was  driving  to  the 
company's  stables  and  turned  into  Fifth  ave- 
nue, not  looking  over-carefully  where  he  was 
going.  George  Dugree  was  seated  on  his 
automobile  at  Forty-ninth  street,  waiting  for 
a  customer.  McLaughlin  did  not  see  the 
motionless  automobile  until  it  was  too  late 
to  avoid  a  collision,  and  the  two  vehicles  came 
together  with  a  crash  which  threw  Dugree 
from  his  seat.  In  falling  he  tried  to  save 
himself  by  grabbing  at  the  thing  nearest 
him.  That  chanced  to  be  the  lever  that  turns 
on  the  power.  At  the  moment  that  Dugree's 
head  hit  the  street  the  automobile  started  up 
Fifth  avenue  at  its  highest  rate  of  speed,  ac- 
cording to  the  "Sun." 

The  devil  himself  might  have  been  in  that 
automobile.  It  ran  straight  for  a  little  more 
than  a  block,  and  then  suddenly  swerved  in 
toward  the  curb,  bringing  up  with  a  bang. 
Then  it  tried  again,  and  this  time  got  on  the 
sidewalk.  It  ran  along  the  sidewalk  a  little 
distance  and  then  bumped  into  one  of  the 
houses.  Then  it  changed  its  mind  and  start- 
ed to  turn  around  in  short  circles.  These 
circles  gradually  widened,  and  then  it  left  the 
sidewalk  and  took  to  the  street  again. 

In  the  meantime  Policeman  Clarkin  of  the 
bicycle  squad  had  run  into  the  street  and  had 
picked  Dugree  up.  The  motorman  was  not 
badly  hurt  and  he  and  the  policeman  ran  af- 
ter the  runaway  automobile  and  soon  caught 
up  with  it.  There  was  a  crowd  around  the 
thing  by  this  time,  making  feeble  bluffs  at 
stopping  it,  but  more  of  the  time  trying  to 
dodge  its  eccentric  movements.  Clarkin  tried 
to  climb  up  on  the  machine  to  shut  off  the 
power,  but  the  automobile  dodged  him  suc- 
cessfully. Dugree  was  better  acquainted  with 
the  machine  and  he  at  last  succeeded  in  climb- 
ing up  to  his  seat.  But  the  automobile  was 
not  ready  yet  to  resign  its  freedom.  It  acted 
like  a  runaway  mule  and  immediately  shook 
Dugree  off  his  perch.  This  time  Dugree  was 
not  so  lucky  in  his  fall.  He  landed  on  the 
pavement  and  the  automobile,  before  he  had 
time  to  rise,  ran  over  him,  breaking  his  right 
leg. 

Then  the  horseless  carriage  darted  up  Fifth 
avenue  for  another  half  a  block,  and  again 
resumed  its  crazy  circling  about.  The  street 
was  well  filled  with  carriages  of  people  on 
their  way  to  the  theatres  and  the  scrambles 
to  get  out  of  the  way  and  the  shouts  of  the 
people  who  were  enjoying  the  fun  created  a 
commotion  the  like  of  which  Fifth  avenue, 
had  not  seen  for  many  a  day. 

Finally,  at  the  corner  of  Fifty-third  street, 
the  carriage  again  got  on  the  sidewalk.  It 
was  here  that  Clarkin  saw  his  chance.  As  the 
machine  bumped  into  one  of  the  houses,  he 
jumped  and  turned  oil  the  power.  The  crowd 
seemed  disappointed.  The  automobile  was 
not  damaged.  McLaughlin  was  arrested  and 
taken  to  the  East  Fifty-first  street  station, 
where  the  sergeant  decided  he  could  go  free 
to  take  his  chances  in  a  civil  suit.  Dugree  was 
taken  to  Flower  Hospital.  He  will  be  unable 
to  move  for  several  weeks. 


Horse    sense,    unhappily,    is    not   to   be    ac- 
quired at  the  horse  show. 
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T^HREE  distinct  lines,  each  complete  in  itself.    Each  embodying  strong  constructional  features 
■'■      appealing  to  both  dealer  and  rider.    Distinctive   finish.     Narrow  tread.    High-class  equip- 
ment.    Agencies   made   for   each   line    separately   in   all   unoccupied  territory.     We  want  your 
business  and  have  an  attractive  proposition  to  offer  you.     Write  us  now.  ^         Ji  jt, 


STEARNS  BICYCLES, 

The    Tello-nr    Fellow. 


1900    MODBI/S.  List  Price 

Model  "A,"  Men's  Roadster,  weight 

22,%  pounds $40.00 

Model  "C,"   for   Women,   weight  25 

pounds 40.00 

Special,  Light  Road    Bicycle,  weight 

21/^  pounds 50.00 

Track  Racer,  weight  20  pounds 60.00 

Model  "K,"  Men's  Pneumatic  Cushion 

Frame,  weight  24^^  pounds 60.00 

Model  "L,"  Pneumatic  Cushion  Frame 

for  Women,  weight  26  pounds 60.00 

Model  "M,'|  Men's  Sager-Gear  Chain- 
less,  weight  26  pounds 75-oo 

Model  "N,"  Sager-Gear  Chainless  for 

Women,  weight  27  pounds 75-00 

Model  "G,"  Men's  Bevel-Gear  Chain- 
less,  weight  26  pounds 75-00 

Model  "H,"  Bevel-Gear  Chainless  for 

Women,  weight  27  pounds 75-oo 

Combination  Tandem,  weight  45  lbs.  75.00 

Diamond  Tandem,  weight  40  pounds,  75.00 

Model  No.  20  Tourist,  for  Men,  weight 

24  pounds 25.00 

Model  No.  30  Tourist,   for  Women, 

weight  2\%  pounds 25.00 


BARNES   BICYCLES. 

The    "White    Fiver. 


1900    MODSI^S.  List  Price 

Model  16,  Men's  Road  Wheel,  weight 

24  pounds I40.00 

Model  17,  Ladies' Road  Wheel,  weight 

2^%  pounds 40.00 

Model  30,  Men's  Special  Road  Wheel, 

weight  23>^  pounds 50.00 

Model  33,  Superba  or   Ladies'    Light 

Road  Wheel,  weight  24^^  pounds,  50.00 
Model  31,  Barnes  Road  Racer,  weight 

21^  pounds 60.00 

Model  32,  Barnes  Track  Racer,  weight 

2oj^  pounds 60.00 

Model  34,  Double   Diamond,  Double 

Steering  Tandem,  weight  44  lbs.,  75.00 
Model     35,      Convertible      Tandem, 

weight  46  pounds 75-oo 

Model  36,  Racing  Tandem 75-oo 

Model  37,  Men's  Bevel-Gear  Chainless,  75.00 
Model  38, Ladies' Bevel-Gear  Chainless,  75.00 

Model  39  A,  Men's  Cushion  Frame 60.00 

Model  39  B,  Ladies'  Cushion  Frame...  60.00 

The    Corsair,    Men's    Road    Model, 

weight  25^  pounds 25.00 

The    Corsair,    Ladies'    Road   Model, 

weight  24  pounds 25.00 


SYRACUSE  BICYCLES. 

^___ Crimson    Rima. 


1900   MOD:ei,s. 

List  Price 

Special,      Men's      Light      Roadster, 

weight  22  pounds ^^50. 00 

Ladies'  Special,  Light  Road   Wheel, 

weight  23^  pounds 50.00 

Track  Racer,  weight  20  pounds 50.00 

Pacer,  Men's  Roadster,    weight  24>^ 

pounds 40.00 

Thelma,    Ladies'     Roadster,     weight 

25  pounds 40.00 


Fmpire,    No.    20    Model,     for    Men, 

weight  24^  pounds 25.00 

Fmpire,  No.   30  Model,    for  Women, 

weight  24  pounds 25.00 


For  California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Nevada, 
New  Mexico,  and  Arizona,  address : 

American  Bicycle  Company, 
San  Francisco  Branch, 

STEARNS  SALES  DEPARTMENT, 

No.  210  McAllister  Street. 


American  Bicycle  Company^ 

STEARNS  SALES  DEPARTMENT, 

SYRACUSE,  N.  Y. 


Kindly   mention   Tlie   Wlieel. 
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SINGLE-TUBE  TIRES. 


THE    TILLINGHAST     PATENT 
Has    BEEN   SUSTAINED 

By  a  decree  in  the  U.  S.  Court  of  the  First  Circuit  on  Nov.  14,  1899. 

The  following  licensees  alone  are  authorized  to  make  and  sell   Single-Tube  Tires 
for  bicycles: 


B.  F.  GOODRICH  CO. 
HARTFORD  RUBBER  WORKS. 
REVERE  RUBBER  CO. 
MECHANICAL  FABRIC  CO. 
FISK  RUBBER  CO. 


BOSTON  WOVEN  HOSE  &  RUBBER  CO. 
NEWTON  RUBBER  WORKS. 
HODGMAN  RUBBER  CO. 
L.  C.  CHASE  &  CO. 
WESTERN  WHEEL  WORKS. 


AH  licenses  heretofore  held  by  other  manufacturers  have  been  cancelled  for 
non-payment  of  royalty.  A  claim  by  any  manufacturer  except  the  above  to  have 
a  valid  license  is  false. 

No  licenses  covering  tires  for  use  on  vehicles  have  as  yet  been  issued. 

Manufacturers,  dealers  and  all  other  persons  are  warned  not  to  make,  sell  or  use 
any  unlicensed  tires. 

The  undersigned  believes  it  wiser  to  rely  on  the  opinion  and  decree  of  a  Judge 
of  the  United  States  Court,  after  nearly  a  year's  mature  consideration  of  evidence, 
briefs  and  arguments,  than  on  the  opinion  of  any  firm  of  lawyers  whatsoever,  and 
notifies  the  trade  that  he  shall  claim  full  damages  for  future  infringements. 

THEODORE  A.  DODGE, 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  RoOM    I  238   N.    Y.    LiFE  BlDG.  ,    NeW  YoRK   CiTY. 
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SAN  FxvAiN CISCO,  Dec.  14.— The  bicycle 
business  ol  ban  irancisco  is  rather  quiet 
and  the  trade  is  devoting  us  time  to  tlie  prep- 
aration oi  matters  for  tae  coming  year's  trade, 
which  will  soon  open  up.  There  is  no  reason 
to  doubt  but  that  the  new  year  will  be  pro- 
ductive of  splendid  results,  in  most  instances 
the  new  models  are  already  on  hand. 

Morris  Brown,  representing  Arnstein's  sun- 
dries and  goods,  is  in  San  Francisco  on  busi- 
ness for  his  concern.  Another  visitor  here  is 
Representative  Graham,  of  the  Crescent  and 
Sterling  bicycle  portion  of  the  A.  B.  C.  The 
latter  gentleman  says  that  he  finds  everything 
in  good  shape  on  the  Pacific  coast  this  season. 
The  retail  department  of  the  Columbia  is 
to  be  handled  by  I.  P.  Allen,  at  301  Larkin 
street,  corner  of  McAllister,  this  city.  He 
will  also  handle  the  Hartford  and  Stormer 
wheels.  The  wholesale  department  of  the 
Pope  Mfg.  Co.  will,  by  January  1,  be  installed 
in  Its  new  quarters  in  the  Metzger  building, 
on  First  street,  between  Market  and  Mission. 
All  hands  are  very  busy  at  packing  and  other- 
wise preparing  for  the  change  of  location. 
The  new  models  of  the  Columbia  are  on  ex- 
hibition. 

The  White  people  report  a  very  good  trade 
in  the  face  of  quiet  times.  They  have  not 
yet  received  their  new  models,  but  look  for 
them  at  any  time  now. 

Leavitt  &  Bill  say  that  the  outlook  for  their 
business  is  very  bright,  and  new  models  are 
all   on   hand. 

Stephen  G.  Chapman,  connected  with  the 
wholesale  department  of  E.  C.  Stearns  &  Co., 
is  in  Los  Angeles,  CaL,  on  business. 

Normart  &  Arkellian,  bicycle  dealers  of 
Fresno,  Cal.,  have  dissolved  "partnership. 
■  The  'bicycle  department  of  William  L. 
Peters'  carriage  and  bicycle  business,  at  Riv- 
erside, CaL,  the  well-known  Spalding  agency, 
is  to  be  consolidated  with  the  Rambler-Cres- 
cent Cycle  Co.  establishment,  and  the  com- 
bined business  will  hereafter  be  conducted 
at  the  old  Rambler  stand,  822  Main  street. 
Riverside,  under  the  management  of  William 
H.  Morrell.  Both  of  these  establishments 
have  a  splendid  outfit  of  tools  and  machinery 
for  bicycle  repairing,  and  in  order  to  still 
further  improve  this  feature  of  the  business, 
the  outfit  of  tools  and  the  repair  business  of 
Fry  &  Packard,  formerly  connected  with  the 
Crescent  Cyclery  of  F.  D.  French,  has  been 
consolidated  with  the  above  two  firms. 

A  meeting  of  the  bicycle  dealers  and  re- 
pairers of  Stockton,  Cal.,  was  held  on  the 
(Ith  inst.  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  and  agree- 
ing upon  a  uniform  scale  of  prices  for  re- 
pairs. The  idea,  the  cyclery  men  say,  is  not 
to  keep  prices  up.  but  to  keep  them  uniform. 
It  has  been  the  custom  with  some  of  the 
repairers  to  charge  some  people  all  they 
could  get  and  take  what  they  could  get  from 
others,  so  that  a  man  did  not  know  whether 
he  was  being  treated  fairly  or  not. 

Ed.  Christ,  who  travels  for  the  E.  C. 
Stearns  &  Co.  branch  of  the  American  Bicy- 
cle  Co.,   has  been   in   Los   Angeles   recently. 


He  has  placed  the  Barnes  and  Syracuse  bicycle 
agencies  with  the  A.  K.  Alaincs  Co.  L.B.Wins- 
ton will  continue  to  handle  the  Stearns,  and 
will  also  carry  the  Tourist. 

The  firm  of  Nolan  &  Tibbals,  'bicycle  deal- 
ers of  San  Diego,  CaL,  have  bought  the  bicy- 
cle establishment'at  Flotel  del  Coronado,  in- 
tending to  make  it  a  branch  house  of  their 
San  Diego  department.  Mr.  Nolan  will  be  m 
charge  of  the  Coronado  cyclery. 

A  new  front  is  being  erected  on  the  build- 
ing occupied  'by  Arthur  Pierce  as  a  cyclery 
at  Colton,  Cal. 

A.  E.  Morrison,  of  Boston,  'who  represents 
the  bicycle  trade,  is  in  Los  Angeles,  visiting 
the  dealers.  ■  Mr.  Morrison  reports  the  indus- 
try thriving,  and  complains  that  orders  ex- 
ceed the  capacity  of  the  factories. 

Leonard  &  Bunt,  bicycle  dealers  of  Los 
Angeles,  CaL,  are  now  settled  in  their  new 
store  at  4(i0  South  Spring  street. 

A.  J.  Moody,  of  South  Pasadena,  'CaL,  has 
closed  np  the  store  at  643  South  Spring  street. 

W.  S.  Bailey  has  succeeded  to  the  bicycle 
business  of  Wint  B.  Ross,  at  Pomona,  Cal. 

B.  R.  Stanfield,  bicycle  dealer  at  Downey, 
CaL,  has  sold  out  to  A.  D.  Goodrich  of  that 
city. 

Among  the  recent  exports  of  bicycles  from 
San  Francisco  were  the  following:  619 
crates  for  Japan,  1  crate  for  Sydney,  2  crates 
for  Auckland,  1  crate  for  Lyttleton,  21  crates 
for  Wellington,  10  crates  for  Dunedin,  12 
crates  for  Christchurch,  25  crates  for  Hono- 
lulu, 5  crates  for  Tahiti,  1  crate  for  Apia,  3 
crates  for  China  and  19  for  Manila. 


discarded  bicycle  and  veihicle  tires.  Most  of 
these  toys  come  from  Germany,  and  it  is 
said  that  several  enteriprisiiig  shippers  have 
discovered  that  the  shipment  of  worn  out 
tires  to  that  country  can  be  made  a  very  prof- 
itable business.  An  enormous  quantity  of 
old  rubber,  which  was  formerly  thrown 
away,  is  now  used  in  this  way  and  sent  back 
to  us  in  the  iform  of  toys  'of  various  kinds. 
This  is  likely  to  be  the  case  in  the  future 
even  more  largely  than  at  present,  for  the 
increasing  use  of  bicycle  tires  and  carriage 
tires  has  led  to  a  demand  for  rubber  which 
is  pro'bably  permanently  in  excess  of  the  sup- 
ply.. 


Columbia  Catalogue  for  1900. 

The  new  catalogue  of  Columbia  and  Hart- 
ford bicycles  for  1900  is  interesting  not  only 
for  its  detailed  information  comcerning  the 
latest  advance  in  the  manufacture  of  bicycles, 
but  also  as  affording  a  striking  example  of 
artistic  design  and  press-work.  The  cover  is 
printed  in  four  colors,  and  is  a  conspicuous 
example  of  art  work  of  its  kind.  Following 
the  introductory  chapter,  a  separate  page  is 
devoted  to  each  new  model,  the  machine  be- 
ing shown  by  a  superb  half-tone  cut  across 
the  page  at  the  top,  while  beneath  is  a  brief 
general  description  of  the  model  and  the  regu- 
lar and  optional  equipment.  Several  pages 
are  given  over  to  constructive  details  copi- 
ously illustrated  by  high-class  pen  and  ink 
drawings.  The  different  sections  of  the  pages 
are  set  off  with  golden  olive  ruling,  while  the 
letter  press  is  in  green  black.  The  book  is 
entirely  the  product  of  the  Pope  printing  de- 
partment. This  is  the  twenty-third  annual 
catalogue  issued  by  the  Pope  Company. 


From  Tires  to  Toys. 

It  may  not  be  generally  known,  but  the  fact 
is  that  most  of  the  India  rubber  dolls  and 
other  toys   used  by   children   are   made   from 


Leipzig  Show  a  Failure. 

The  Leipzig  cycle  show  was  opened  in  con- 
nection with  the  German  Cycle  Dealers'  As- 
sociation, but  as  it  was  boycotted  by  the  Man- 
ufacturers' Association  it  was  not  a  success. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  exhibitors  Herr  Klarner 
said  it  was  decided  to  again  hold  the  show  next 
year  and  in  lOOl.  One  exhibiting  firm  pro- 
posed the  opening  of  a  subscription  fund,  and 
at  once  headed  the  list  with  $250. 


"YE    MAY   LOOK,    BUT    NOT   ENTER.' 
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HAVE 

YOU 

HEARD 


about  the  improved  Burwell  tire?  How  the  wide  flap 
protects  the  inner-tube  from  chafing  and  pinching, 
and  keeps  the  tire  on  the  rim  until  you  want  to 
take  it  off? 

It's  standard  equipment  for  igoo  Cleveland  Bicycles 

only.     You  won't  find  it  on  others. 

We  know  a  lot  of  folks  who  think  the  Burwell  is 
the  most  pleasing  of  all  tires  they  ever  used. 

Write  us  about  Cleveland    bicycles    with    Burwell   tires. 

$40,   $50. 


THE 

BURWELL 

TIRE 

GOES 

WITH 

THIS. 


AMERICAN  BICYCLE  COMPANY, 

Lozicr   Saks   Department, 


CLEVELAND,  OHIO. 
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EXCHANGE  EVIL  AMONG  RETAILERS. 


Cleveland's  Board  of  Trade  Hopes   to   Control  It, 

and  to  Institute  Other  Plans  of  Mutual 

Benefit. 

Cleiveland,  O.,  Dec.  18. — One  or  two  prom- 
inent Cleveland  retailers  arc  endeavoring  to 
interest  the  other  dealers  in  a  project  which, 
if  carried  out,  will  overcome  the  .much-talked- 
about  evil  of  trading  in  old  wheels.  Just  why 
the  bicycle  dealer  should  he  obliged  to  take 
old,  worn-out  machines  as  part  payment  for 
new  mounts  is  beyond  the  compreliension  of 
dealers  in  other  lines.  The  system  is  a 
wrong  one,  but  it  has  been  brought  down 
from  the  early  days  of  the  trade,  when  profits 
were  large  and  dealers  willing  and  able  to 
make  almost  any  coiucessions  to  make  a  sale, 
but  now  that  prices  and  profits  have  reached 
rock  bottom,  it  is  evident  that  retailers  must 
break  away  from  the  old-time  custom  or  else 
run  a  great  risk  of  losing  money  on  every 
transaction  of  the  kind.  The  great  difficulty 
will  be  in  securing  concerted  action,  for  un- 
less all  the  leading  dealers  in  a  town  eome  to 
an  agreement  on  the  point,  the  desired  result 
cannot   be   accomplished. 

The  Cleveland  plan  is  to  have  each  dealer 
"chip  in"  and  pay  his  proportion  of  the  ex- 
pense of  starting  a  second-hand  bicycle  store, 
the  establishment  to  be  mainaged  by  a  com- 
mittee from  the  local  Board  of  Trade.  Peo- 
ple desiring  to  bu}^  or  sell  second-hand  wheels 
to  be  referred  to  this  store,  the  dealers 
agreeing  to  make  no  trades,  the  aim  of  the 
store  to  be  simply  to  pay  expenses. 

The  Cleveland  Cycle  Board  of  Trade  Jias 
been  comparatively  successful  in  inducing  its 
members  to  ihold  together,  and  last  year  a 
union  riding  school  was  conducted  with  ex- 
cellent results;  hence  it  is  believed  that  a  un- 
ion second-ihand  store  could  be  made  to  solve 
the  much  vexed  problem.  Of  course,  such 
a  plan  could  only  be  carried  out  in  a  large 
city  where  the  supporters  would  be  the  lead- 
ing establishments,  as  it  would  be  rather  too 
much  to  expect  that  the  small  concerns  would 
all  lliold  to  their  agreements. 


Used  Straus  Sponge  Rubber  Grip. 

All  of  the  riders  in  the  six-days  race  at 
Madison  Square  Garden  u.sed  the  sponge 
rubber  grip  made  by  the  Straus  Tire  Co.,  of 
New  York  City.  Tbey  agreed  it  was  the 
best  appliance  they  have  ever  used  and  at- 
tributed their  fresh  condition  at  the  finish 
more  to  the  use  of  the  grip  than  anything 
else.  Patrons  of  the  six-days  race  in  previ- 
ous years  will  recollect  that  the  riders  re- 
sorted to  the  padding  of  their  grips,  after 
riding  a  short  time,  to  relieve  the  strain  on 
their  hands  and  arms.  Wliile  the  recent  race 
was  not  as  hard  as  its  predecessors,  the  utility 
of  the  grip  was  amply  demonstrated,  as  it  has 
been  necessary  for  the  riders  to  resort  to 
padding  in  races  of  even  eight  liours  a  day. 
The  Strains  grip  was  a  .great  relief. 

Andrae  Trade  Notes. 

The  new  Andrae  catalogue  will  .soon  be 
ready  for  distribution.  The  printers  are  now 
setting  'together  the  facts  about  "the  wheel 
(hat  never  disappoints,"  and  when  completed 
will  make  a  fine  little  book  worth  every  deal- 
er's time  to  read.  When  the  Andrae  Com- 
pany first  entered  the  sundry  jobbing  field, 
it   was   witli    the   view  of  accommodation   for 


their  agents.  Since  then,  however,  the  busi- 
ness has  outgrown  its  first  intention.  While 
the  great  Northwest  gives  the  Andrae  Com- 
pany a  large  field,  the  business  of  this  depart- 
ment extends  far  beyond  the  radius  to  which 
a  jobbing  business  is  usually  confined.  As 
with  the  sale  of  bicycles  and  electrical  goods, 
the  sundries  are  ofTered  with  the  well-known 
Andrae  policy  behind  them.  ^C\   (^ 

The  "Star  Lancaster"  Lamp. 

The  illustration  shows  the  "Star  Lancas- 
ter" gas  lamp,  made  by  the  Star  Headlight 
Co.,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.  It  is  placed  upon 
the  market  after  expert  study  by  men  who 
have  had  ample  experience  in  the  lamp  trade. 
It  is  non-explosive,  is  always  gas-charged, 
neither   wind   nor  weather   can   extinguish   it, 


The  iSOO.      ,^ 
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VIEW 


and  it  uses  carbide  in  any  form.  Both  gas 
and  water  are  instantly  controlled  by  one 
cock,  an  ingenious,  but  simple,  mechanism 
being  used.  The  entire  lamp  is  made  of  high- 
est grade  material  and  workmanship,  beauti- 
fully finished  in  nickel  and  is  carefully  tested 
before  delivery. 


The  Van  Repair  Outfit. 

Catalogued  by  the  G.  W.  Cole  Company, 
of  New  York  City,  is  the  Vam  Repair  outfit, 
shown  in  the  illustration.  The  rubber  plug 
is  cup-shaped  and  is  easily  forced  through  the 
puncture,  made  round  by  the  cutter.     Screw- 


ing down  the  outside  cap  flattens  the  plug 
against  the  inner  wall  of  the  tire,  making  a 
clean,  quick  and  permanent  repair  without 
cement.  They  are  packed  one  dozen  in  a 
box  two  and  one-half  inches  long. 


THE  TRADE  IN  CLEVELAND. 


What  Is  Being  Done  by  Some  of  the  Manufacturers 

for  Next  Season's  Trade — increases  in 

Output. 

The  large  factory  of  the  Dangler  Stove  & 
Manufacturing  Company,  Cleveland,  has  re- 
cently been  equipped  with  a  complete  elec- 
trical plant,  furnishing  light  and  power.  Sev- 
eral Cleveland  plants  have  lately  been 
equipped  with  the  electrical  method  of  power 
transmission,  notably  the  Standard  Tool 
Company  and  the  Cleveland  Twist  Drill  Com- 
pany. Despite  the  fact  that  Cleveland  is  lo- 
cated' very  close  to  the  best  coal  districts  in 
the  country,  the  electrical  method  of  power 
transmission  results  in  a  saving  of  from  40  to 
50  per  cent  in  the  cost  of  power. 

The  Kelly  Handle-Bar  Co.'s  portion  of  the 
Dangler  plant  has  increased  its  output  of  han- 
dle-bars to  1,600  pairs  per  day  as  a  result  of 
the  change  in  power.  The  Kelly  Company  re- 
ports that  despite  the  competition  of  a  num- 
ber of  other  bars,  their  business  will  be  much 
larger  than  last  year. 

The  George  Worthington  Company,  Cleve- 
land, among  the  old  guard  of  jobbing  houses 
who  have  grown  up  with  the  bicycle  business, 
will  handle  nothing  but  the  Monarch  line  this 
season.  They  will  have  their  usual  terri- 
tory. The  bicycle  department  of  the  com- 
pany is  now  preparing  a  complete  catalogue 
of  bicycles  and  sundries,  which  will  be  mailed 
in  the  near  future. 


Orient  Wins  Hour  Championship. 

The  Waltham  M'fg.  Co.  and  the  Wilmot  & 
Hobbs  Mfg.  Co.  are  to  be  congratulated  upon 
the  success  of  Harry  Elkes  at  Madison  Square 
Garden  last  week.  As  will  be  observed  from 
the  description  of  the  race,  which  appears  in 
another  column,  it  was  an  international  con- 
test for  the  one-hour  chamipionship  of  the 
world.  It  was  the  most  important  race  of  the 
year,  and  the  result  has  been  read  with  great 
interest  by  devotees  of  the  sport  in  all  parts 
of  the  world,  and  the  makers  of  Orient  bicy- 
cles and  brass-lined  tubing  should  feel  proud 
that  their  product  enabled  Elkes  to  accom- 
plish the  sticcessful  nide  and  share  with  him 
the  glory  of"  the  result. 

It  is  also  gratifvinig  to  them  that  A.  J.  Ross, 
■who  holds  the  world's  amateur  one-.mile  rec:' 
ord  (1.32  1-5),  won  the  fifteen-mile  amateur 
paced  race  on  the  same  make  of  mac'hine. 
Such  performances  are  unanswerable  argu- 
ments as  regards  the  merits  of  the  bicycles 
and  the  tubing  of  which  they  are  imade. 


Brooklyn  Cycle  Dealers'  Meeting. 

The  Brooklyn  Cycle  Dealers'  Association, 
known  as  the  "Cycle  Board  of  Trade  of  Long 
Island,"  held  its  fourth  annual  meeting  on 
Thursday  evening  last,  at  which  the  old  offi- 
cers were  unanimously  reelected,  and  Mr. 
Charles  S.  Hoffman,  of  the  Hampshire  Cycle 
Co.,  elected  secretary.  The  annual  report  of 
the  officers  shows  the  Board  to  be  in  a  flour- 
ishing condition,  the  treasury  being  very  sat- 
isfactory. A  discussion  was  in  order  relative 
to  the  continuance  of  the  Board,  but  it  was 
finally  decided  that  its  work  had  been  and  was 
sufficiently  valuable  to  warrant  its  existence. 


Some  really  good  riders  never  boast,  and 
that's  something  to  brag  about. 


The  Highway  Department's  report  for  the 
second  quarter  of  the  year  shows  that  there 
are  1,681  miles  of  paved  streets  in  New  York. 
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Count  the  Cost* 
Reckon  the  Quality* 


You'll  decide  to  tie  up  to  the  ROCHESTER  line  ;  there  is  the 
whole  bicycle  question  in  a  nutshell.  ROCHESTERS  are  built 
on  the  firm  foundation  of  reliability;  honest  value,  INDEPEND- 
ENCE and  public  confidence  are  a  part  of  the  superstruction.  They 
are  the  product  of  the  most  skilled  mechanics  and  as  good  as  it  is  pos- 
sible to  make.  That  is  one  reason  why  our  old  customers  always 
stay  with  u  s,  and  each  year  swells  the  list  of  new  patrons  who  are  find- 
ing out  their  goodness.  Suppose  you  look  the  matter  up  for  yourself. 


PRICES: 

SpinroIIcf  Chain- 

less 

$60.00 

Special 

50.00 

Model  G       - 

40.00 

Athlete     - 

35.00 

Independent  - 

30.00 

Juveniles  $22.50  and  25.00 

Tandem 

75.00 

Liberal  Terms. 

L 


ROCHESTER  CYCLE  MFG.  CO., 


ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. 


Kindly  meation  The  Wheel 
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Baldwin   Brake   No.  2. 


Send    for    Catalogue 
and   Prices. 


Hermann  Bok6r&  Co., 

101-103  Duaoe  Street, 
NEW  YORK. 


[  Baldwin   Brake   No.   1. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


Full  Moon 
Gas  Lamp, 
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TREATY  AffECTS  CYCLE  TRADE. 


Will  Increase  Trade  with  Barbadoes,  British  Guiana, 

Turks  Island,  Bermuda  and 

Other  Places. 

Washington,  D.  C.  Dec.  16. — Under  the  au- 
thority conferred  by  section  4  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  revenue 
for  the  Government  and  to  encourage  the  in- 
dustries of  the  United  States,"  approved  July 
"24,  1897,  the  respective  plenipotentiaries  of 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  have 
signed  commercial  conventions  for  the  regu- 
lation and  government  of  reciprocal  trade  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  English  colo- 
nies of  Barbadoes,  British  Guiana,  Turks  and 
Caicos  Islands  and  Bermuda.  Under  the 
terms  of  these  conventions  bicycles  manu- 
factured in  this  country  may  be  imported  into 
any  of  the  above-mentioned  colonies  free  of 
duty. 

Before  the  conventions  become  effective 
they  must  be  ratified  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  and  by  her  Britannic 
Majesty.  The  ratifications  must  be  exchanged 
at  Washington  as  soon  as  may  be  within 
eight  months  from  the  date  thereof,  and  the 
conventions  will  go  into  effect  immediately 
thereafter.  They  will  continue  in  force  for 
the  term  of  five  years  from  the  date  of  ex- 
change of  ratifications,  and  from  year  to  year 
thereafter  until  the  expiration  of  oneyear  from 
the  time  when  either  of  the  contracting  par- 
ties shall  give  notice  to  the  other  of  its  inten- 
tion to  terminate  the  same. 

It  is  believed  that  the  convention  will  be 
speedily  ratified,  and  in  that  event  our  bicycle 
manufacturers  will  be  able  to  increase  their 
already  large  trade  with  the  colonies  men- 
tioned. 


not  of  themselves  warrant  the  conclusion 
that  in  so  doing  he  acted  with  a  fraudulent 
intent,  nor  justify  a  jury  in  convicting  him 
of  a  larceny  of  the  money,  'even  though  he 
might  iaifter  receiving  the  price  of  his  interest 
in  the  partnership,  and  after  signing  another 
instrument  by  which  the  dissolution  was  un- 
questionably accomplished,  have  failed  to  pay 
over  or  account  for  the  sum  so  collected. 


Decision  on  Partnership  Dissolution. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Georgia  held,  in  a 
recent  case,  that  a  written  contract  for 
the  dissolution  of  a  partnership  between  two 
persons  wherein  it  was.  among  other  things, 
stipulated  that  in  consideration  of  a  soecified 
sum  to  be  paid  by  one  to  the  other  within  a 
stnted  number  of  days,  the  latter  agreed  to 
transfer  his  interest  in  the  firm  and  its  assets 
to  tlie  former,  who  was  to  execute  to  the  sell- 
er "a  thirty-day  option  to  purchase  the  busi- 
ness'' at  a  designated,  price,  was  apparently 
executory,  and  certainly  did  not.  by  its 
terms,  operate  to  immediately  effectuate  the 
contemplated  dissolution;  that  in  order  for  it 
to  have  this  effect  it  was.  in  any  event,  essen- 
tial that  both  parties  so  understood  and  in- 
tended, and  that  if  shortly  after  the  execution 
of  such  a  contract  and  before  payment  in 
full  to  the  selling  partner  of  the  price  agreed 
upon  for  his  interest  in  the  partnership,  a 
debtor  thereof  voluntarily  and  without  solic- 
itation paid  to  him  a  sum  due  the  firm,  a 
proper  determination  of  the  question  whether 
or  nol  he  received  this  money  in  the  belief 
that  it  was  still  his  riglit  as  a  member  of  the 
firm  to  make  the  collection,  would  depend 
largely  upon  his  understanding  of  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  the  contract  with  ref- 
erence to  the  time  when  the  dissolution  was 
to  take  effect..  The  court  held,  therefore, 
that  the  mere  facts  that  such  a  contract  had 
been  executed,  and  that  the  partner  who 
thereby  agreed  to  sell  out  liad  received  the 
money  due  the  firm  as  above  indicated,  wQuld 


Hydraulic  Tire  Inflator. 

To  meet  the  demand  for  a  hydraulic  air 
compressor  that  will  supply  air  in  sufficient 
volume  and  pressure  to  fill  the  tires  that 
are  to  be  inflated  in  the  busy  season  of  an 
up-to-date  bicycle  store,  the  L.  E.  Rhodes 
Company,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  have  brought 
out  a  special  compressor.  This  concern  has 
wide  experience  in  the  manufacture  of  piston 
water  motors  and  various  air  compressors  for 
the  pumping  of  liquids,  but  the  machine  which 
is  illustrated  is  designed 
especially  to  fulfil  the  re- 
quirements of  the  bicycle 
trade.  The  compressor  con- 
sists of  two  cylinders  with  a 
common  piston-rod.  One 
of  these  cylinders  is  supplied 
with  water  under  the  ordi- 
nary city  pressure,  supplying 
power  to  move  the  piston 
and  compress  the  air  in  the 
second  cylinder.  The  ordi- 
nary small  air  compressor, 
intended  really  for  a  beer- 
pump,  does  not  supply  air 
sufficient  either  in  pressure 
or  volume  for  tire  inflating  and  is  not  adapted 
to  work  economically.  The  Hartford  ''Mam- 
moth" air  compressor,  as  it  is  called,  is  made 
in  a  great  many  different  sizes  and  it  is  possi- 
ble to  select  the  combination  of  the  various- 
sized  air  and  water  cylinders  which  will  make 
an  efficient  and  economical  machine  for  the 
particular  conditions  of  water  pressure  avail- 
able and  the  compressed  air  needed  in  each 
case. 


Lozier  Naphthas. 

E.  R.  Lozier,  .who  has  long  been  an  im- 
portant factor  in  the  management  of  the 
I.ozier  bicycle  business,  will  shortly  go  to 
Toledo  to  manage  the  Lozier  naphtha  launch 
business.  It  is  predicted  that  this  naphtha 
launch  business  will  speedily  develop  into  one 
of  the  largest  automobile  enterprises  in  the 
country.  The  corporation  has  in  mind  the 
building  up  of  electric  and  naphtha  vehicles, 
in  addition  to  naphtha  launches.  These 
Lozier  changes  lea\'e  Harry  A.  Lozier,  Jr.,  on 
the  captain's   bridge. 


Petition  in  Bankruptcy. 

Leo  Schiaudecker,  of  92  Wall  street,  has 
filed  a  petition  in  bankruptcy,  with  liabilities 
s()2,579  and  no  assets  except  a  typewriter  val- 
ued at  $15,  which  he  asserts  is  exempt.  All 
the  debts  except  i|;l,G53  were  contracted  at 
Erie,  Pa.,  in  1896,  where  he  was  in  the  bicycle 
business.  He  came  to  this  city  and  in  Jan- 
uary, 1898,  became  a  partner  in  the  firm  of 
Case  &  Schiaudecker,  bicycle  manufacturers' 
agents,  at  92  Wall  street,  which  firm  was  dis- 
solved on  September  30  last. 


The  rider  who  is. looking  for  trouble  doesn't 
have  to  advertise  for  it. 
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YOU  ARE 

LOOKING    FOR 

THEM- 

WE  HAVE 
THEM- 

lots  of  them. 

IT  WILL   DO  YOU 
NO  HARIVI 

and 

WILL  AFFORD 
US   PLEASURE 

to 

present  them  to  you. 

MAY  WE  SEND 
YOU 

the  illustrated  price- 
list  of  our  good 
things  ? 
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♦ 
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I    STRAUS  TIRE  | 

I    COMPANY,  I 


♦ 
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127    DUANE   ST., 
NEW  YORK. 


♦ 
♦ 
♦ 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Not  the  Cheapest,  but  the  Best. 
Chain  Always  in  Line. 


Eagle  Bicycles  show  a  distinction  in 
desig^n  and  a  perfection  in  detail  work- 
manship  not   found   in   other  makes. 


The  Eagle  Bicycle  Mfg.  Co., 

Towington,  Conn. 
Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


It  is  easy  to  build  up  a  good  business  at  a  fair 
profit  on  Eagle  Bicycles  owing  to  their  distinc- 
tive features.    We  make  a  complete  line. 


IT  is  not  very  often  that  one's  wishes  can  be  gratified  on  the  instant. 

Now  take  the  pedal  we  illus- 
trate, our  RECORD  No.  gB. 

The  tired  rider  wishes   he  had  _-.  [^^.rf2m.^^r-spr^>-«c^^ 

rubbers   to   rest   his  feet,   when  ^l^^D^^  W  ^  vV      ^j 

presto  !  they  are  his.    To  change  •j^v  -^       ^       ^ 

from  the  rat-trap  to  the  rubber,  \X/««—                 — 

V- 
\  -  ^- 

one  has  only  to  think  about  it  "     "record  no.  9 b. 

and    it   is    done.     The  No.  gB   RECORD    is    really    two   pedals 

in    one    at    the   one-pair    price. 

niBBARD,  SPENCER,  BARRETT  &  CO.,        RECORD    PEDAL   MFG#    CO., 

Chicaso,  llh, 

Chicaeo    Distributee    Agents.  221      COlUfflbUS     AVC,    BOStOfl,   WdSS. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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The  Good  in  Trusts*  \ 

A  NEW   YORK  "J<HIRNAL"  •I'ALK.  J 
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EVERY  big  movement  in  this  world  in 
some  way  or  other  does  solid  good  in 
the  long  run,  however  irritating  it  may  be  be- 
fore it  is  understood.  This  idea  applies  all 
through  creation. 

The  saddest  period  in  a  child's  life  is  un- 
doubtedly the  period  of  teething.  If  you  saw 
a  baby  for  the  first  time  and  didn't  under- 
stand that  period,  you  would  denounce  the 
cruelty  which  inflamed  its  gums,  upset  its 
digesting,  kept  it  awake,  condemned  it  to  in- 
cessant torture.  But,  of  course,  we  all  know 
that  a  full  set  of  teeth  under  the  control  of 
the  child  is  to  reward  the  sufTering  of  teeth- 
ing, and  this  reconciles  us  to  the  teething  age. 

We  tell  you — and  we  don't  want  you  to  for- 
get this — that  all  the  trust  impositions  and  suf- 
fering and  thievery  now  agitating  us  consti- 
tute a  teething  process  through  which  we 
must  pass.  The  result  will  be  a  full  set  of  in- 
dustrial teeth  owned  and  controlled  by  the 
nation,  which  now  suffers  the  torments  of  the 
teething  baby. 

You  will  realize  that  individuals  must  at 
first  do  that  which  nations  do  later. 

The  despotic,  irresponsible  rule  of  the  sav- 
age chief,  of  the  able  individual  fighter,  was  a 
forerunner  of  the  present  system  of  govern- 
ment. 

We  have  now  taken  the  governing  power 
from  the  individual,  bestowing  it  on  the  whole 
people,  but  at  first  we  had  to  have  our  Attilas, 
our  Napoleons  and  Alexanders. 

As  individual  control  of  the  government 
has  been  superseded  by  collective  control,  so 
individual  control  of  industries  will  be  fol- 
lowed by  collective  control.  That  is  the  nat- 
ural order. 

Why  does  not  the  government  take  full 
charge  at  once? 

Why  does  not  the  hen  lay  a  hen  all  cov- 
ered with  feathers  instead  of  laying  an  egg? 
Everything  must  have  its  crude  beginning 
and  its  perfected  ending,  for  on  this  basis  we 
are  organized. 

The  French  Government  to-day  makes  mil- 
lions from  the  national  control  of  the  matches 
industry.  But  a  solitary  individual  working 
in  Batavia,  New  York  State,  had  to  create  the 
match  and  make  his  little  money  out  of  it 
before  the  French  Government  could  take  it 
and  make  its  millions. 

That  same  French  Government  derives  mil- 
lions from  its  tobacco  business,  incidentally 
giving  the  people  good  tobacco  cheap  instead 
of  poisonous  tobacco  dear.  The  red  Indian 
dodging  bears  and  using  his  squaws  as  slaves 
had  to  start  that  great  tobacco  industry  be- 
fore the  French  Government  could  get  it. 

Don't  waste  your  time  rind  energy  joining 
the  thoughtless  crowd  that  howls  against 
trusts.  Use  your  vote  and  your  voice  to  put 
those  trusts  under  government  control  as 
soon  as  may  be.  Be  glad  that  an  old  Vander- 
bilt  had  brains  enough  to  build  great  railroad 
systems.     Don't  denounce   him   or  begrudge 


him  the  fortune  he  made.  His  work  was 
worth  the  money. 

Let  us  say  to  his  little  descendants,  the  pee 
wee  Vanderbilts  of  to-day: 

"You  have  had  enough  now.  Although 
you  have  done  nothing,  we  shall  pay  you  gen- 
erously for  what  your  great  grandfather  did, 
and  with  your  kind  permission  or  without  it, 
we  will  transfer  these  roads  to  the  people 
whose  patronage  gives  them  value." 

In  due  time  this  pleasant  message  of  just 
appropriation  will  be  delivered  to  all  the  vari- 
ous trust  owners.  They  will  all  be  well  paid 
for  their  work.  They  deserve  to  be,  for  they 
have  done  as  individuals  the  work  which  the 
collective  commonwealth  could  not  do. 

But  they  will  be  made  to  see  that  they  can- 
not forever  keep  what  they  have  created.  If 
a  man  invents  a  steam  engine  worth  to  the 
world  at  large,  ten  thousand  billions,  he  is  al- 
lowed to  keep  his  property  only  seventeen 
years  under  our  patent  laws.  Should  we  al- 
low a  clever  highway  robber  of  a  commer- 
cial organizer  to  keep  the  proceeds  of  his  en- 
ergy for  himself  and  his  descendants  forever? 

We  had  almost  forgotten  the  mammoth 
mentioned  at  the  top  of  this  article.  That 
mammoth  dead  and  forgotten  is  the  forerun- 
ner of  to-day's  trust.  The  mammoth  was 
hated  by  all  created  things  around  him.  An 
accidental  blow  from  his  left  hind  foot  would 
break  up  any  family  in  existence. 

But  his  vast  weight  and  power  ploughed 
the  first  paths  through  the  swamps  and  forests. 
The  paths  made  by  the  mammoth  through 
unexplored  tracts  were  a  great  boon  to 
half-savage  man.  In  fact,  man  followed  along 
those  paths  after  awhile  and  learned  how  to 
kill  the  mammoth  very  neatly. 

The  trusts  are  marking  out  organized  paths 
through  the  hitherto  chaotic,  disorganized 
systems  of  industry.  Those  paths  will  be  use- 
ful to  all  men  through  all  time.  The  trust  will 
be  killed  when  his  day  comes,  as  the  mam- 
moth has  been  killed. 

Let  us  be  patient  meanwhile,  and  not  for- 
get that,  though  a  monster,  he  was  a  monster 
absolutely  necessary  and  very  useful. 


tlearsey-Eagle. 

There  seems  to  be  no  end,  this  season,  to 
the  aggressiveness  of  the  Eagle  Bicycle  Mfg. 
Co.  The  bold  stand  taken  iby  this  company, 
as  soon  as  it  was  announced  that  they  were 
not  to  be  part  of  the  American  Bicy- 
cle Co.,  and  all  of  their  acts  since  that  date, 
indicate  that  the  Eaigle  Company,  which  has 
always  been  a  particularly  well-handled  cor- 
poration, seems  determined  to  surpass  their 
record  f)f  the  past.  In  this,  that  and  the  oth- 
er way  it  has  become  known  to  the  trade  that 
they  arc  more  than  alert  ior  1900  business. 
Their  latest  announcement  ds  a  connection 
with  the  Hearsey  Vehicle  Co.,  of  Indianapo- 
lis, -who  will  'handle  Eagles  for  them  dn  the 
central  west.  This  company  was  organized 
by   Harry  T.    Hearsey,  W'ho   has   had   fifteen 


years  of  bicycle  selling  success  in  Indianapo- 
lis, and  not  only  in  the  city,  but  also  as  a 
State  and  territorial  agent.  He  knows  much 
about  selling  bicycles,  and  in  liis  hands  the 
Eagle  cannot  but  fare  well.  The  Eagle  Com- 
pany pride  themselves  on  the  fact  that  they 
make  bicycles  of  the  very  highest  tyipe,  that 
their  goods  are  in  greater  demand  than  they 
ever  have  been,  that  their  factory  has  been 
running  all  summer,  and  that  they  are  ripe 
and  ready  to  take  care  of  their  many  agents. 


The  Perfection  Mud-Guard. 

There  is  not  a  rider  who  has  not  experi- 
enced the  discomforts  of  having  mud  thrown 
over  ihis  or  her  clothes,  the  frame  and  into 
the  running  parts  of  the  machine.  The  aver- 
age mud-guard  that  has  appeared  on  the  mar- 
ket has  been  useless  either  because  of  weight, 
clum'siness  or  some  other  objection.  Sur- 
mounting the  difficulties  that  have  been  here- 
tofore encountered  is  the  Perfection  mud- 
guard, made  by  the  Perfection  Mud-Guard 
Co.,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  shown  in  the  ac- 
companying illustration.     The  combination  of 
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THE  PERFECTION  MUD  GUARD. 


the  rubber-bearing  within  the  steel  hood  ef- 
fectively protects  both  the  rider  and  the  tire, 
meeting  every  requirement  of  a  guard.  It 
can  be  adjusted  to  any  wheel  within  a  few 
moments  and  is  handsomely  enameled  and 
decorated.  J.  L.  Greenleaf,  for  several  years 
connected  with  the  Peoria  Rubber  &  Mfg. 
Co.,  is  one  of  the  company  making  the  device 
and,  with  his  ability  and  the  many  merits  of 
the  guard,  it  should  prove  a  success. 


Decision  Affecting  Agencies. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Indiana  held,  in 
the  case  of  the  Whiteman  Agricultural  Co. 
vs.  Hornbrook,  that  a  written  contract  by 
which  one  party  agreed  to  imanufacture  and 
sell  such  hay  presses  to  the  other  party  as 
should  be  ordered  to  be  ipaid  ifor  by  the  sec- 
ond iparty  on  certain  terms,  he  to  execute  his 
notes  for  deferred  payments,  could  not  be 
construed  to  be  a  contract  of  agency  by 
which  the  first  party  could  be  'held  liable  for 
commissions  on  sales  made  by  another  party 
in  its  behalf  at  the  same  city,  but  must  be  con- 
strued only  as  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  such 
machines  as   might  be  ordered. 


Riders  who  are  the  fastest  asleep  when  they 
are  asleep  are  the  widest  awake  when  they  are 
awake. 
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C.wjrjtllr; 


M"*wdy 


Jtuniitn 


Fr#nK  B/m<jto(i 


A  REMINIVER  OF  AULD  LANG  SYNE. 


Elkes  Defeats  Taylore. 

The  final  international  bicycle  race  meet  of 
the  'season  was  lield  at  Madison  Square  Gar- 
den Saturday  afternoon  and  night.  The  main 
event  was  a  one  hour  paced  international 
m.atch  race  between  Harry  Elkes  and  Edouard 
Taylore.  The  race  was  won  by  Elkes.  He  cov- 
ered 31  miles  3^  laps,  while  his  opponent 
reeled  off  28  miles  5^  laps.  The  race  was  a 
walkover  for  Elkes,  his  rival  never  being  in 
the  bunt  at  any  stage.  Taylore  was  badly 
handicapped  by  poor  pacing  machines. 

There  was  a  ]5-rn,ile  race  between  Arthur 
W.  Ross,  of  Harrisons,  N.  J.,  and  Ray  Duer, 
champion  of  Buffalo.  These  men  were  paced 
'.by  'motorcycles.  Ross  rode  as  pretty  a  race 
as  Michael  ever  put  up,  and  made  tTie  mar- 
velous indoor  record  of  28  minutes  and  34 
seconds  for  15  miles,  gaining  6|-  laps  on  the 
Buffalo  man  during  the  race. 

At  'the  evening's  performance  the  half-mile 
indoor  championship,  amateur,  was  won  by 
Frank  Kramer,  of  the  East  Orange  Wheel- 
men; J.  H.  Lake,  of  Port  Richmond,  S.  I., 
was  second,  and  J.  P.  Jacobson,  of  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  third,  'fihe  final  of  the  one- 
mile  international  'professional  was  won  by 
Jay  Eaton,  with  Henri  Meyers  second  and 
A.  B.  Stone,  of  Denver,  Col.,  third., 

The  third  event,  the  Tom'maselli  profes- 
sional handicap,  was  won  by  Henri  Meyers, 
Harm's  second  and  Victor  Verilhac  third.  The 
Collett  handica'p  was  won  by  Frank  Kramer, 
G.  H.  Collett,  o'f  New  Haven,  second,  and  J. 
H.   Lake  third. 

The  pursuit  race  between  Gimm  and  Aron- 
son  and  Fischer  and  Chevalier  'was  won  by 
the  former  -teaim. 

Railroads  to  Fight  Baggage  Laws. 

Chicago,  Dec.  16. — At  a  meeting  of  the 
Central  Passenger  Association  it  was  agreed 
to  "lay  on  the  table"  a  proposition  to  charge 
regular  excess  baggage  rates  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  bicycles.  This  does  not  end  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  bicycle  question,  however.  It 
really  means  that  the  eastern  roads  will  not 
attempt  to  enforce  rules  that  bicycles  shall  not 
ibe  carried  free  so  long  as  the  laws  of  Ohio, 
New  York,  Massachusetts  and  one  or  two 
other  States  require  the  railroads  to  carry  bi- 
cycles as  baggage.     In  a  quiet  way  the  rail- 


roads will  work  to  have  those  laws  repealed. 
Railroad  officials  are  confident  that  tli'is  can 
be  accomplished,  because  in  New  York  and 
other  States  the  courts  have  decided  that  bi- 
cycles are  vehicles. 

Races  at  Boston. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Dec.  14. — Professional  races 
of  an  international  character  and  amateur 
events  of  an  exciting  nature  served  to  keep 
the  spectators  at  the  indoor  track  last  evening 
aroused  to  a  high  pitch  of  enthusiasm.  In 
the  professional  events,  Joe  Downey  was 
forced  to  content  himself  with  two  second 
places,  being  beaten  in  tht  mile  open  by 
George  Banker,  of  Pittsburg,  and  in  a  pur- 
suit race  by  Albert  Champion. 

In  the  final  heat  of  the  mile  amateur  handi- 
cap J.  F.  Moran.  of  Chelsea,  lowered  the  track 
record  to  2.17  2-5  after  a  thrilling  ride. 

Thirteentli  Regiment  Races. 

In  the  cycle  race  meet  held  at  the  Thirteenth 
Regiment  Armory,  last  Thursday  night,  Geo. 
Schofield  'Won  the  amateur  open  race  of  one 
mile  and  W.  E.  Mosher  won  the  two-mile 
amateur  handicap.  W.  P.  Kuchen  won  the 
two-mile  professional  handicap,  with  J.  W. 
Judge  second.  Ernest  Hjertberg,  the  runner, 
defea'ted  Charley  Murphy  in  a  race,  the  con- 
ditions of  which  'were  that  Hjertberg  was  to 
run  one  mile  while  Murphy  rode  two  miles. 
The  runner  won  by  a  lap. 

Italian  Military  Cyclists. 

In  view  of  the  present  talk  of  military  cy- 
cling, it  is  of  interest  to  .note  that  a  troop  of 
Italian  Bersaglcri  have  just  concluded  a 
'forced  cycling  march  of  so'me  1,800  miles. 
Only  three  men  fell  out  and  did  not  finish. 
The  War  Ministry  is  now  engaged  in  exam- 
ining various  types  'O'f  cycles,  with  a  view  to 
selecting  the  most  serviceable  for  use  in  the 
army. 

Methuen  an  Enthusiastic  Cyclist. 

Speaking  of  Lord  Methuen,  now  in  South 
Africa,  Major  Arthur  Griffiths  says:  "When 
the  bicycle  came  into  general  use  he  was  one 
of  its  most  strenuous  admirers;  he  was  fa- 
mous for  bis  long  rides,  which  made  him  al- 
most ubiquitous  and  a  terror  to  careless  sub- 


ordinates, for  this  was  the  time  when  he  com- 
manded the  London  dis'trict,  and  he  had  an 
uncomfortable  custom  O'f  turning  up  in  bar- 
racks or  on  a  park  parade  wtben  least  ex- 
pected." 

Elkes  Will  Ride  in  Berlin. 

Harry  Elkes,  the  middle-distance  racer, 
has  signed  to  ride  in  Europe,  and  will  make 
his  first  appearance  in  Berlin  late  in  May  in 
the  Golden  Wheel  race,  a  six-day  affair  of 
three  hours  per  day,  .motor  paced. 

Notes  of  Sport. 

The  once  famous  Wood  Green  track  will 
be  torn  up  and  the  land  sold  for 'building  lots. 

Momo  and  Pasini,  the  Italians,  and  Ver- 
heyer  and  Arend,  Germans,  were  recently  de- 
feated in  a  race  at  Moscow  by  Boutikine  and 
Outochkine,   Russians. 

W.  A.  La  Due,  the  New  York  amateur, 
has  won  $1,185  in  prizes  this  season.  Lester 
Wilson,  of  Pittsburg,  has  $1,345  worth  of 
amateur  prizes  to  his  credit. 

Major  Taylor  wants  to  go  to  Australia.  He 
believes  that  if  "Plugger  Bill"  Martin  can  win 
there,  he  will  have  an  easy  time  in  gathering 
in  the  large  prizes  offered  in  the  Antipodes. 

H.  C.  Gurney,  of  Minneapolis,  has  been 
presented  with  the  Minnesota  medal  of  the 
Century  Road  Club  of  America,  for  making 
the  largest  number  of  centuries  during  the 
year.     He  had  110  to  his  credit. 

Theodore  B.  Baylies  intends  to  hold  a 
professional  six-day  race  at  New  Bedford, 
Mass.,  Christmas  week,  under  L.  A.  W.  rules. 
Tom  Biitler,  Ben  Munroe  and  C.  R.  McCar- 
thy will  be  among  the  competitors. 

Tomasselli,  the  Italian  rider  now  in  this 
country,  has  won  $3,800  in  prizes  this  year. 
Momo,  $2,000;  Singrossi,  $1,200;  Huber, 
$2,300;  Verheyen,  $1,700;  Seidl,  $1,300,  and 
Arend,  $1,300,  are  among  the  prize-winners. 
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Pertinent  to  Cycling* 

BAD    KUADS    ANU    MA.\  UFACTURiNG. 


A  WRITER  in  the  New  York  "Evening 
Post,"  in  referring  particularly  to  auto- 
mobile possibilities,  makes  entertaining  com- 
parisons which  take  him  from  his  direct  sub- 
ject and  cause  him  to  refer  to  several  matters 
that  are  of  strong  interest  to  wheelmen  and 
bicycle  manufacturers.  He  indicates  the  ne- 
cessity for  better  highways  as  an  assistance 
to  progress  in  the  manufacture  of  bicycles  and 
automobiles,  and  shows  that  this  class  of  ve- 
hicles is  not  only  a  commercial  acquisition, 
but  is  conducive  to  the  general  public  health 
because    of   their   retiring   horses: 

"Why  is  it  that  France  takes  the  lead  of  all 
other  countries,  and  especially  of  America 
with  the  confessedly  superior  mechanical  in- 
genuity of  our  people,  in  the  use  of  automo- 
biles?" he  asks.  "Simply  because  of  the  su- 
perior character  of  its  roadways.  Many 
things  are  possible  where  all  the  roads  are 
good,  and  France  shows  in  the  catalogue  of 
her  automobile  industries,  recently  issued, 
that  there  are  substantial  compensations  for 
a  dearth  of  railroads.  Had  we  possessed  in 
this  country  fifty  years  ago  the  superb  high- 
ways and  byways  that  traverse  every  part  of 
France,  from  the  Bay  of  Biscay  to  the  foot  of 
the  Maritime  Alps,  our  railroad  network 
might  probably  have  fallen  far  short  of  its 
present  development.  There  are  many  cor- 
ners of  France  still  unvisited  by  the  locomo- 
tive, but,  turning  over  the  1,200  pages  of  this 
closely  printed  directory,  it  is  difficult  to  find 
any  familiar  town  in  any  obscure  department 
that  has  not  already  its  owners  of  automo- 
biles, its  dealers,  its  repair  shops,  and  its  sup- 
ply stores  for  all  manner  of  detail  accessories. 
It  could  hardly  be  otherwise,  when  of  the 
7,000  registered  owners  of  automobiles  in  Eu- 
rope, some  5,600  are  in  France,  and  4,500  of 
those  live  outside  Paris. 

American  Vehicles  Preferred. 

"But  it  is  predicted  by  those  who  know 
that  even  at  this  moment  the  rush  of  activity 
and  speculation  in  the  automobile  field  will 
soon  put  this  country  in  the  lead,  American 
vehicles  being  frequently  preferred  abroad,  to 
such  an  extent,  indeed,  that  dealing  in  future 
deliveries,  at  advancing  premiums,  has  be- 
come a  feature  of  the  export  trade  in  them. 
This  prediction  applies  particularly  to  elec- 
trical vehicles,  other  types  having  already 
found  their  perfection  abroad  earlier  than 
here.  All  the  conditions  save  one  exist  here 
for  the  rapid  advance  of  the  automobile  in- 
dustry, in  the  great  facilities  for  manufacture 
possessed  by  the  carriage,  wagon  and  bicycle 
industries;  in  the  cheapness  of  petroleum  and 
its  extracts;  in  the  low  price  of  electric  cur- 
rent and  apparatus,  and  in  the  manifest  me- 
chanical expertncss  of  our  people  as  a  whole. 

"But  the  lacking  condition  of  good  roads 
has  thus  far  bid  fair  to  negative  many  solid 
advantages,  and  the  longer  runs  attempted  by 
automobiles  have  scarcely  done  anything  else 
than  demonstrate  what  was  long  since  dis- 
covered by  wheelmen,  that  immediately  bc- 
yonfl  the  near  vicinity  of  every  large  city  lie 
roads  that  3re  generally  b;i(l  and  often  impas- 


sable. Attempts  at  reform  are  so  rare  thai 
when  they  occur,  as  in  some  parts  of  New 
Jersey,  they  come  in  for  admiring  but  despair- 
ing comment  elsewhere.  When  the  rural  high- 
ways are  better,  there  will  be  splendid  scope 
in  this  country  for  vehicles,  now  so  popular 
among  the  French  for  long  trips. 

Conducive  to  Health. 

"One  thing  is  clear,  however.  The  horse 
must  soon  follow  the  cow  and  the  pig  into 
banishment,  not  by  legislation  or  by  the  force 
of  public  opinion,  which  has  hitherto  dis- 
criminated in  his  favor,  but  by  the  sheer 
pressure  of  economic  inferiority.  Fewer  sec- 
tions of  the  city  will  then  be  unsanitary  be- 
cause they  are  occupied  by  hcwses,  and  there 
will  necessarily,  according  to  the  doctors,  be 
fewer  eye  patients  in  the-  dispensaries,  less 
lockjaw,  less  typhoid  fever,  fewer  intestinal 
complaints  in  the  hospitals,  less  bad  and 
malodorous  paving.  The  change  will  also  be 
better  for  the  horse.  More  than  one  owner 
of  fine  stock  has  abstained  from  bringing  it 
into  the  city,  cut  up  with  tracks,  and  noisy 
with  whizzing  traps  in  every  direction.  Prob- 
arbly  there  will  be  offsets  to  the  various  so- 
cial and  sanitary  gains  that  the  automobile 
brings  in  its  boot,  but  they  must  obviously 
be  minor  and  of  easy  control.  Nor  is  the 
automobile  likely  to  be  a  mere  craze.  Its 
utilities  are  infinite,  while  all  who  have  han- 
dled it  will  testify  that  its  'sportiness'  has 
fully  justified  the  formation  of  fashionable 
clubs,  whose  members  run  their  vehicles  in- 
defatigably  simply  for  the  pleasure  they  de- 
rive from  the  exercise." 


Malcolm  Graham  Dead. 

Malcolm  Graham,  of  the  firm  of  Hartley  & 
Graham,  dealers  in  firearms,  ammunition  and 
bicycles,  died  Monday  morning  at  'his  country 
home  at  Seabright,  N.  J.  He  was  born  in 
1832  and  was  the  son  of  John  Lorimer  Gra- 
ham, at  one  time  postmaster  of  New  York. 
Mr.  Graham  was  also  one  of  the  owners  and 
"officers  of  the  Union  Metallic  Cartridge  Co., 
Remington  Arms  Co.  and  the  Bridgeport 
Gun  Implement  Co. 

The  English  Shows. 

A  few  seasons  ago  a  strong  contingent  in 
the  English  trade  decided  against  patronizing 
the  cycle  show.  The  result  was  that  instead 
of  one  show  there  are  now  two,  not  to  men- 
tion several  provincial  shows.  The  English 
trade  is  now  disposed  to  try  again — this  time 
in  favor  of  one  show  only.  The  matter  will 
be  settled  ne.xt  year. 


Commissions  for  Corporation  Sellers. 

The  Kentucky  Court  of  Appeals  held,  in  the 
recent  case  of  Huffaker  et  al.  vs.  Kricger's 
Assignee,  th.it  where  the  members  of  a  com- 
■mittee  authorized  by  a  corporation  to  sell  its 
plant  were  by  agreement  to  receive  compen- 
sation for  their  services,  and  certain  of  the 
directors  after  the  committee  abandoned  its 
efforts  to  sell,  continued.  pendiiiL;  negotia- 
tions for  the  sale,  traveling  to  distant  cities 


and  spending  much  of  their  time  and  money 
in  their  efforts  to  sell,  an  which  they  finally 
succeeded  after  assuming  large  financial  obli- 
gations ~for  the  corporation,  having  reason  to 
believe  that  they  would  receive  compensation 
for  their  services,  and  a  large  majority  of  the 
stockholders  having,  before  the  services  were 
completed;  voted  them  compensation  for  past 
and  future  services,  the  court  would  not  at 
the  instance  of  a  dissenting  stockholder  dis- 
turb their  action. 


The  Osborn  Sprocket  Wrench. 

The  L.  C.  &  C.  E.  Steers  Company  have 
disposed  of  the  Osborn  Sprocket  Wrench 
to  the  Beckley-Ralstou  ^ 
Company,  ,  of  Chicago, 
who  have  secured  all 
patents,  tools,  etc.,  and 
are  making  arrange- 
ments for  turning  out 
the  line  in  heavy  quanti- 
ties. It  is  a  very  in- 
genious device  for  re- 
moving or  tightening 
sprockets,  being  adjust- 
able for  either  front  or 
rear,  and  finds  a  ready 
sale  among  repairmen 
and  small  manufactur- 
ers. 

The  accompanying  cut 
clearly  illustrates  its 
use. 


The  company  will  send  catalogue  to  inter- 
ested parties  upon  appHcation,  and  it  will  be 
found  instructive.  ■ 


Avery  Gets  the  Balance. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  18.— Attorney  Charies 
.\very  has  made  his  final  report  as  receive-  of 
Seyfang,  Prentiss  &  .Co.,  the  defunct  bicycle 
firm.  He  reported  that  there  remained  un- 
claimed in  his  hands  the  sum  of  f8.87.  Justice 
Hooker  told  him  he  could  have  it. 


Trade  Changes. 

Buffalo,   N.    Y.— Angell,    Sumner   &    Co.,    transferred 
to  Colton  &  Cook. 

Oneida,   N.   Y.— H.   B.   Van  Horn,  s'tyle  changed  to 
H.  B.  \'an  Horn  &  Co. 

Ingram,    Pa.— A.    P.    Shea,    building    an    addition   to 
.sitotre. 

Hartford,    Conn.— Bugbee    &    Bradbury,    partnership 
dissolved. 

Nashville,    Tenn.— Herrick    &    Page,    assigned.     IJa- 
biliries  aggregate  $2,000. 

Columbus,  Ga. — Columbus  Cycle  Co.,   sold  out. 

Fort    Wayne,    Ind.— Fred   L.    Barthold,    reaUy    mort 
gage,   $800. 

Boston,    Mass. — Golden    it    Corcoran,    succeeded    by 
Gulden   Shoe  Co. 

Big    Rapids,    Mich.— I^umsden    S:    Waril,    succeeded 
by  Ward  Bros, 

.Minneapolis,   Minn. — Joseph   F.   Rivers,  chattel   mort- 
gage,  $350. 

.\berdeen,    Wash.  — K.    W.    Bryan,    chattel    mortgage, 
$100. 


Racing  for  a  living  is  like  chasing  soap  bub- 
bles. You  grasp  one:  hut  open  your  hand 
and  see  what  you've  got. 


1899. 


35 


lEJ-i.'t^  '^.''i. 


The  Man 
on  the 
National 


knows  it  is  built  of  the  best  stock 
that  can  be  bought.  That  its  parts 
are   simple,    yet    strong.      That    he 

can  depend  upon  it 

When  you  sell  NATIONALS  you  make  money  in  the  saving  of  your  time.  They  do  not  come  back  for 
repairs  and  adjustments.  They  stay  sold.  It  does  not  take  long  to  use  up  $i  worth  of  time  keeping 
customers  good-natured  if  you  sell  a  poorly  made  bicycle.  In  a  NATIONAL  you  save  all  that.  Many  of 
our  old  customers  will  handle  NATIONALS  exclusively  next  year,  because  they  have  found  that  there  is 
more  NET  PROFIT  in  them  than  in  cheaper  wheels.     If  they  find  this  profitable,  why  wouldn't  you? 

NATIONAL  CYCLE  MFG.  CO., 

BAY    CITY,    MICH. 


NOX    MADE    BY    A 
XRUSX. 


•.•.••..•..•»•..«..«.. 


Kindly  mention  The  Whe-el. 


We  have  announced  we  are  not  in  the  Trust. 

We  will  handle  our  own  business  as  in  the 
past. 

We  have  given  a  season's  guarantee. 

©ur  prices  are  right  for  "Tried  and  True" 
wheels. 

ALL  OUR  OLD  AGENTS  HAVE  RENEWED.    THAT  PROVES  IT. 

HOWEVER,  we  can  take  care  of  a    FEW    MORE    GOOD    AGENTS   who  are 

looking  for  a  winning  line  of  Iiigh-grade  bicycles. 

OUR  AGENCY  PROPOSITION  IS  INTERESTING.   ADVANCE  SHEETS  NOW  READY. 

THE  GEORGE  N.  PIERCE  COMPANY, 


BUFFALO. 


NEW  YORK. 


BOSTON. 


DENVER. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Notes  By  the  Way. 
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It  Was  "Very  Simple." 

Sterling  Elliott  is  an  ingenious  and  original 
man.  Everybody  who  knows  of  his  mechani- 
cal skill,  or  who  has  ever  read  a  copy  of  the 
dear  departed  "'L.  A.  W.  Bulletin,"  will  ad- 
mit that.  But,  as  the  "L.  A.  W.  Bulletin's" 
history  proves  as  well  as  anything  else,  even 
an  ingenious  man  sometimes  slips  up,  misses 
the  trolley,  fails  to  grasp  a  situation. 

Not  long  ago,  the  story  gots,  Elliott  went 
to  Chicago.  He  had  various  business  thc-e, 
but  he  had  heard  of  the  simplicity  of  a  certain 
electrically-operated  automobile  vehicle,  and 
he  wanted  to  look  it  up.  He  wanted  some- 
thing of  the  sort  in  his  family — a  vehicle  which 
"a  child  can  operate" — something  which  would 
come  in  handy  for  dashing  around  the  corner 
of  an  early  evening,  to  get  something  at  the 
grocer's  which  had  been  forgotten  in  prepa- 
ration for  supper.  So  he  got  "Cy"  Davis  to 
accompany  him  down  Michigan  avenue,  to 
the  headquarters  of  the  concern  manufactur- 
ing the  vehicle.  They  were  shown  a  variety 
of  vehicles,  and  were  finally  left  alone  to 
study  one  which  seemed,  outwardly,  to  be 
just  what  Elliott  wanted.  He  was  assured 
that  it  was  "very  simple." 

It  may  be  remembered  by  those  who  at- 
tended the  National  L.  A.  W.  meet  at  Asbury 
Park,  some  years  ago,  that  one  of  the  won- 
ders of  that  meet  was  the  Haunted  Swing.  The 
spectators  entered  a  building  and  sat  down. 
Presently  every  part  of  the  building,  except 
ithat  whereon  they  sat,  began  to  oscillate. 
Gradually  the  oscillations  increased.  Finally, 
to  the  great  astonishment  of  everybody,  the 
establishment  completed  an  entire  circle — what 
railroad  men  call  a  high  ball.  It  did  not 
move  around  the  crowd  laterally,  but  under 
and  over  them.  They  were  astounded  at  the 
spectacle  of  a  house,  of  which  they  were  oc- 
cupants, turning  a  complete  somersault.  The 
vision  of  a  carpeted  floor  now  under  them, 
now  overhead,  almost  made  them  seasick.  Not 
too  much  for  Elliott,  however.  His  mechan- 
ical genius  was  excited.  He  must  discover 
the  secret.  And  he  did.  He  found  the  axis 
upon  which  the  house  swung  around. 

Now,  to  a  man  of  Elliott's  known  mechani- 


cal achievements,  such  a  thing  as  an  electric 
automobile  vehicle  which  was  "very  simple," 
which  had  a  nature  so  docile  that  "any  child 
could  operate  it,"  was  something  that  de- 
manded easy  and  immediate  investigation  and 
understanding.  So  he  went  at  it.  The  vehi- 
cle was  at  the  time  attached  to  the  charging 
apparatus.  The  floor  on  which  it  stood  ex- 
tended from  one  street  to  another,  with  a 
plate-glass  frontage  on  each  street.  In  front 
of  the  vehicle  Elliott  was  looking  over  there 
was  a  considerable  stretch  of  unobstructed 
floor  space. 

"What's  this,  Cy?"  Elliott  had  discovered 
a  small  brass  key,  which  was  evidently  intend- 
ed to  fit  into  something.  "Ah,  here's  the 
place.  Guess  it  goes  in  here."  In  it  went. 
And  immediately  things  began  to  happen.  In- 
sertion of  the  key  had  set  the  vehicle's  ma- 
chinery in  operation.  Forthwith  the  thing 
broke  from  its  moorings  and  began  a  rapid 
forward  movement,  gaining  speed  as  it  went, 
Elliott  hanging  onto  the  dashboard;  Davis 
yelling  lustily  for  help. 

"Hold  on!"  cried  Elliott — to  the  machine. 

"Leggo!"  yelled  Davis — to   Elliott. 

But  the  machine  wouldn't,  and  Elliott 
couldn't.  He  was  doing  a  living,  moving  pic- 
ture of  a  man  earnestly  and  indisputably  up 
against  a  dashboard.  "My  kingdom  for  a 
hickory  bicycle,  geared  low,"  he  moaned. 

In  less  time  than  you  could  say  Jack  Rob- 
inson the  runaway  machine  and  the  now  anx- 
ious inventor-investigator  looking  backward 
over  the  top  of  it,  had  almost  traversed  the 
bare  floor.  Davis  was  certain  that  in  a  mo- 
ment the  machine  would  crash  through  the 
plate-glass   window  into  the   street. 

But  there  was  an  obstruction.  Another 
vehicle  was  in  the  way.  Into  this  crashed  the 
one  on  which  the  inventor  of  mailing  ma- 
chines, hickory  bicycles  and  what-not  was  an 
unwilling  passenger.  Up  on  end  it  went,  and 
stopped^  with  poor  Hickory  Elliott  on  top, 
hanging  dejectedly  over  the  dashboard.  He 
was  still  philosophical  in  his  outward  aspect, 
but  inwardly  he  was  scared  "the  whole  route." 
The  cantankerous  machine  was  let  down  onto 
its  wheels  again  by  the  superintendent  and 
others    who    came    rushing    in.     The    siipcrin- 


lendent  tound  tliat  it  had  been  "burned  out," 
to  use  electrical  parlance,  and  he  remarked 
that  it  would  be  well  if  "farmers  who  come  in 
here  would  keep  their  hands  off  things  they 
didn't  know  anything  about."  Elliott  pulled 
out  a  roll  of  bills,  asked  the  amount  of  dam- 
age, and  would  probably  have  paid  $".^5  for  his 
experience  but  for  the  interference  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  sales  department. 

"Well,"  said  Elliott,  "I  thank  you.  I  see 
it  is  very  simple.     Cy,  let's  go." 

When  they  got  outside  Elliott  was  still 
pale.  Perspiration  was  running  down  his  face. 
"Cy,"  he  said,  "you  know  I  am  not  a  drink- 
ing man;  but  do  you  know  where  I  can  get 
a  glass  of  brandy?" 

"No  brandy  fit  to  drink  down  this  far," 
said  Cy,  "but  I  can  get  you  a  swallow  of 
State  street  whisky."  So  they  went  over  to 
State  street,  and  the  good  church  people  up 
New  England  way  will  be  shocked  to  learn 
that  the  swallows  were  large,  and  two,  not 
one.  And  when  the  couple  got  back  to  the 
Fisher  building  again,  and  went  up  in  one  of 
the  express  elevators,  Elliott  distinctly  saw 
things  go  'round,  and  fancied  he  was  again 
gazing  at  the  Haunted  Swing. 


Speed  Limits  in  Washington. 

Washington,  Dec.  16. — An  order  has  been 
issued  by  the  Co.m'missioners  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  to  tihe  effect  that  the  speed  of 
automobiles  and  other  vehicles  of  similar  type 
shall  (hereafter  be  limited  to  twelve  miles  an 
hour  within  the  city  limits  and  fifteen  miles 
an  hour  in  the  country  adjacent  to  the  city. 
The  growing  use  of  automobiles  for  com- 
mercial and  pleasure  purposes  and  the  temp- 
tation of  their  operators  to  speed  them  to 
their  utmost  induced  the  eomimissioners,  in 
the  interest  of  public  safety,  to  promulgate' 
the  new  regulation. 


Traveling  for  Business  and  Pleasure. 

John  H.  Ott,  James  Rose  and  J.  S.  Kenyon, 
of  New  York  City,  started  from  the  ofTice  of 
W.  P.  Miller's  Sons,  in  Brooklyn,  last  week, 
for  a  bicycle  trip  to.  Tampa,  Fla.  While  the 
trip  is  for  pleasure,  they  will  combine  with  it 
some  business,  by  carrying  the  Miller  line  of 
chains,  bearings,   gears   and  lubricants. 


The  optimist  is  a  man  who  has  won  all  the 
races  that  he  never  run  and  the  pessimist  is  a 
man  who  has  lost  them  all  under  the  same 
conditions. 


There  is  more  joy  in  teaching  the  one  girl 
who  cannot  ride  than  in  watching  the  ninety- 
aiid-ninc  who  can. 


ii 


Union   Bicycles" 


For    1900. 


If  there    is    not    already    a    UIVION    Agency   in    your    town   you    ^vill    Avant    it. 

Better  have  your  application  before  us. 


I 


Union  6ycle  Mfg.  Qo„  HighlandviUe,  Mass.   | 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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O  N  D      TH 


The  BEST  WHEELS  are  being  EQUIPPED  with 

f  rcdrick  Jidjustabk  |)andle  %ix% 

/  Are  the  ONLY  BARS  wMch  CANNOT  FALL  DOWN. 

_^  ^-— r^  Are  NOT    made  of    CAST    IRON. 

oCCaUSe    1  hcv  I  ^'^  easily  adjusted. 

'   \  Are  Fitted  with  INVISIBLE  INTERNAL  EXPANDER. 

Are  a  Combination  of  BEAUTY   and   STRENGTH. 

Are  MECHANICALLY  CORRECT. 


1^  ^^»  ^' 


H    ^^<  ■■    1 


Write  us  for 

Beautiful  Vater-Color 

Sketch. 


jfreDctch  ^anutactuctng  Co., 

150  IRassau  Street, 

Bew  Korft  Citfi,  xa.  S.  a. 
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Snell  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  Toledo,  O.;  Thou- 
sands of  riders  testify  to  the  merits  of  the 
popular  Snell  bicj'cles. 

Electro  Lamp  Co.,  New  York  City:  "Let 
there  be  light!"  is  the  cry;  and  there  will 
be  ligiht  w'henever  and  wherever  the  Electro 
lamp  is  used.  It  is  built  on  the  light-giving 
plan. 

Ajnerican  Saddle  Co.,  Elyria,  O.:  A 
grm^ine  of  saddles  'for  1900.  We  candidly 
belief  it  to  be  the  best  line  we  have  ever 
produced.  We  have  given  as  much  attention 
to  dur^Oity  and  servic&aible  quality  as  to 
beauty^id  finish  and  a  great  deal  to  all  of 
them. 

Badger  Brass  Mfg.  Co.,  Kenosha,  Wis.: 
You  can't  afford  to  try  any  experiments  with 
acetylene  lamps.  "To  be  sure  of  it  you  must 
get  the  Solar,"  the  lamp  that  made  acety- 
lene gas  famous. 

Record  Pedal  Mfg.  Co.,  Boston,  Mass.: 
Take  the  pedal  we  illustrate.  The  tired  rid- 
er wishes  'he  had  rubbers  to  rest  liis  feet  when 
"Presto!"  they  are  his.  To  change  from  the 
rat-trap  to  the  rubber,  one  only  has  to  think 
about  it  and  it  is  done. 

A.  B.  C.  Lozier  Sales  Department,  Cleve- 
land, O.:  Have  you  heard  about  the  im- 
proved Burwell  tire?  How  the  wide  flap  pro- 
tects the  inner  tube  from  chafing  and  pinch- 
ing, and  keeps  the  tire  on  the  rim  until  you 
want  to  take  it  off?  It's  standard  equipment 
for  1900  Cleveland  bicycles  only. 

Edward  Miller  &  Co.,  Meriden,  Conn.; 
Every  wide-awake  dealer  wants  to  be  posted 
on  'the  merits  of  acetylene  gas  lamps.  We 
want  you  to  be  thoroughly  posted  regarding 
the  parts  of  the  Majestic  lamp,  for  in  its  parts 
are  its  merits.  If  you  will  examine  closely 
you  will  be  satisfied  with  the  Majestic. 

Straus  Tire  Co.,  New  York  City:  '  Good 
things.  You  are  looking  for  them.  We 
have  them — lots  of  them.  It  will  do  you  no 
harm  and  will  afford  us  pleasure  to  present 
them  to  you. 

Mans-on  Cycle  Co.,  Chicago,  111.:  Our 
travelers  don't  waste  our  time  in  gossiping 
nor  take  up  yours  that  way;  they  don't  run 
down  competitors'  goods  instead  of  talking 
up  their  own;  they  don't  offer  you  cheap  ci- 
gars nor  dnvi'te  you  to  the  theatre  nor  ask  you 
to  drink  with  them,  though  they  are  the 
friendliest  and  most  sincere  fellows  in  the 
world. 

Julius  Andrae  &  Sons  Co.,  Milwaukee, 
Wis.:  When  we  promised  our  agents  to  give 
them"  the  strongest,  most  rigid  bicycle  made, 
we  went  in  search  of  the  best  tubing  for  this 
purpose.  We  gathered  tubing  of  every  make 
and  style;  tested  each  and  every  kind  in  each 
and  every  way.  We  tcok  not  price  into  con- 
sideration.      It    was   quality,    quality,    quality 


t 


during  our  entire  testing  season.     We  adopt- 
ed ibrass-lined,  anti-rust    Clincher  tubing. 

A.  B.  C.  Featherstone  Sales  Dep't:  Our 
salesmen  are  now  on  the  road,  and  the  splen- 
did results  they  'are  obtaining  prove  the  pop- 
ularity of  our  lines. 

Eclipse  Bicycle  Co.,  Elmira,  N.  Y. :  You 
•will  double  your  sales  if  you  insist  upon  hav- 
ing the  old  reliable  Morrow  coaster-brake. 
Do  no't  have  to  kick  it  loose.  Rolls  back- 
ward. Never  'OUt  of  adjustment.  No  con- 
tinuous strain  upon  'muscles  of  leg  after  brake 
is  applied. 

Rochester  Cycle  M'fg.  Co.:  Count  the 
cost;  reckon  the  quality.  You'll  decide  to  tie 
up  to  the  Rochester  line. 


A  Novel  Catalogue. 

A  most  artistic  catalogue  is  that  issued  by 
Hermann  Boker  &  Co.,  of  New  York  City, 
advertising  the  Full.  Moon. and  B'aldwin  g.as 
lamps.  It  is  the  length  of  a  large  envelope, 
opens  at  the  centre,  is  printed  on  a  high- 
grade  of  dark-red  stock,  shows  the  lamps  in 
sectional  and  complete  illustrations  and  the 
descriptive   matter  is   strong  and   concise.     A 


handsome  design  ornaments  the  front  cover, 
four  colors  being  artistically  contrasted  in  the 
drawing.  An  innovation  is  S'hown  in  the  ad- 
dressing of  the  envelopes,  white  ink  being 
used  on  the  same  dark-red  paper  as  the  cata- 
logue. The  catalogue  as  a  sample  of  printers' 
work,  alone,  will  warrant  the  saving  of  it. 
where  the  ordinary  one  wo'uld  be  cast  aside 
after  perusal. 


Watch  Your  Insurance  Policies. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Louisiana  ;has  held 
that  an  insurance  company,  Like  an  individ- 
ual, may  limit  the  authority  of  its  agents,  and 
where  direct  notice  of  such  limitation,  or  any 
notice  which  a  prudent  man  is  bound  to  re- 
gard, is  brought  home  to  the  assured  he  is 
bound  by  it,  and  relies  upon  ajiy  act  in  ex- 
cess of  such  limited  authority  at  his  peril; 
that  where,  in  a  case  in  which  neither  fraud 
nor  error  nor  subsequent  knowledge  and  rat- 
ification     by    the     company    are     alleged    or 


pro\'ed,  the  assured  signs  'a  contract  in  which 
he  embodies  an  "iron-safe  clause"  and  accepts 
and  retains,  until  a  loss  occurs,  a  policy  in 
which  such  clause  is  embodied  and  which 
has  printed  on  its  face  a  condition  to  the  ef- 
fect that  no  officer,  'agent  or  representative 
of  the  company  shall  ihave  power  to  waive  or 
be  deemed  to  have  waived  any  such  condition 
of  the  policy  unless  such  waiver  shall  'be  writ- 
ten upon  or  attached  thereto,  the  assured  is 
bound  by  such  clause  as  by  a  'promissory 
warranty  and  by  such  limi'tation  upon  the  au- 
thority of  the  agent,  and  that  the  knowledge 
being  thus  brought  home  to  him  that  the 
agent  iwibh  wihom  he  was  dealing  was  with- 
out authori'ty  verbally  to  waive  such  clause 
and  such  condition,  a  verbal  waiver  alleged  to 
h.ave  been  agreed  on  by  such  agent  contem- 
poraneously with  the  execution  of  the  writ- 
ten contract,  even  though  proved  'without 
objection  by  parol  evidence,  does  not  bind 
the  company. 


Fauber's  Instructive  Catalogue. 

One  of  the  most  effective  catalogues  issued 
for  the  caming  season  is  that  of  W.  H. 
Fauiber,  of  Chicago,  showing  the  famous 
Fauber  hangers  and  other  bicycle  specialties. 
The  temptation  to  indulge  in  fanciful  illustra- 
tions and  descriptions  has  been  resisted  and 
the  catalogue  is  as  business-like  as  the  device 
itself.  The  illnstrations  are  so  simple,  yet 
forceful,  that  the  tyro  can  isee  from  them 
every  mechanical  feature  of  the  hangers  and 
understand  their  operation.  The  simplicity  of 
the  Fauber  'hanger  is  apparent  at  a  glance. 
The  dealer  who  receives  one  of  these  cata- 
logues is  provided  with  specifications  in  de- 
tail and  a  'wide  variety  of  styles  and  sizes  is 
shown  as  regular  stock.  Fauber  frames  and 
back-stays  and  forks  are  also  catalogued  and 
the  rear  page  is  devoted  to  directions  for 
taking  the  hanger  apart  and  reassembling. 
Other  manufacturers  of  bicycle  specialties  can 
learn  a  lesson  in  effective  advertising  from  a 
scrutiny  of  this  Fauber  catalogue  and  buyers 
will  appreciate  it  for  its  true  worth. 


Uses  American  Parts. 

The  Kay  Cycle  Co.,  of  320  East  Queen 
street,  Toronto,  have  been  in  the  business  for 
five  years,  and  during  that  time  have  confined 
themselves  to  one  design,  called  the  O.  K., 
which  sells  at  $50,  and  is  made  from  Amc-ican 
pressed  posts  and  tubing.  They  built  about 
100  last  season,  and  are  running  full  time 
now,  getting  ready  for  next  season,  when 
they  will,  no  doubt,  increase  their  output.  Mr. 
Alex.  Kay,  the  principal  of  the  firm,  states 
that  he  is  quite  satisfied  with  the  prospects 
for  future  trade,  and  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  combines  are  going  to  improve  his  trade, 
rather  than  injure  it. 


Wilkes-Barre  Auto  'Bus  Line. 

Wilkes-Barre,  Dec.  18. — A  'bus  line  of  loco- 
mobiles 'will  be  in  operation  here  in  a  few 
weeks.  A  stock  company  to-day  purchased 
six  large  'buses  which  can  run  at  forty 
miles  an  hour,  and  will  imake  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  miles  an  hour  in  some  part=i  of  the 
city.  Wilkes-Barre  will  'be  the  first  city  in 
tht  country  to  'be  so  equipped. 


Some  riders  who  get  in  the  push  are  soon 
pushed  for  money. 
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1^^^   Catalogue  nearly  ready.    Independent  Bicycle  Makers,  Dealers 
i    >/ W  W   and  Jobbers  will  serve  their  interests  by  communicating  with 
us  for  1900  supplies  and  equipment. 
I  CJ^r\   We  have   on    hand   several    thousand   dollars'  worth    of   '99 

i^J-2  CHAINS,  HANDLE-BARS,  SADDLES, 
TIRES,  VULCANIZING  STOCK,  PATCHES, 
REPAIR    OUTFITS,     BICYCLE    STANDS, 

GENERAL    EQUIPMENT   AND    SUNDRIES,    if  you  are  interested  we  can  do  business, 
as  we  always  insist  on  starting  the  New  Year  with  New  Goods. 

THE    BECKLEY-RALSTON   CO., 

Kindly  mention   The  WheeL  178     LAKE     STREET,    CHICAGO. 


P.  S.— To  our  friends  who  are  waiting  to  pirate 
our  1900  Catalogue,  GREETING:  Cheer 
up,  old  cbaps;  it's  almost  within  your  grasp. 
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If  s  Easy 

TO  SELL 
The    Great    Novelty. 

Keeps  Sprockets  and  Chain  in  line. 

Increased  Power. 

Increased  Speed. 

Stiffest   Fork    and   Frame    in   the 
world. 

McKee  &  Harrington, 

173-179  Grand  St.,  New  York. 
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Patent  Triple  Front  Fork. 
A  Complete  Line  from  $30  to  $60. 

Remember  that  McKee  &  Harrington 
took  the  first  prize  for  Bicycles  in  an 
exhibition  in  New  York  in  1880.  We 
are  old  in  the  business,  but  up-to-date. 
The   second  oldest   firm  in   America. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


Tubing,  Fork-Sides,  Fork-Crowns,  Sprocket  Forgings,  Stampings,  Ball  Cups,  Cranks,  Cotter-Pins,  Bottom-Brackets,  Hubs.  Pedals,  Seat-Posts,  Handle-Bars,  Coasters.  Chains. 
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Two  Money-Savers  for  Repairmen. 

Patent  Combination  Drill,  Tap  and  Bashing,  fhre^tsTnpped.^^^Tr  bLm^^^ 

tapped  either  J^-20  or  %-^i  right  and  left.  Will  send  postpaid  to  any  repairman  for  S3.50,  one  pair  of  combi- 
nation taps  and  drills,  together  with  one  dozen  pair  of  bushings— threaded  for  pedals  either  }i-30  or  H-24  right 
and  left.    In  ordering  state  what  thread  you  want. 


This  cuts 
the  ^  thread 
for  %  bushing. 


This  reams  the  hole  in 

crank  1R  where 

thread  is  '^  stripped. 


\%MMri*vsA/vwvCvMvvv\/s/-^*-' 


End  of  crank  with  bushing 
all  put  in,  ready  for  pedal. 
_  If  you  do  not  receive  our  monthly  Bargain  List  of  bicycle  sundries 

9      and  parts,  send  us  your  name  and  address  and  we  will  put  it  on  our  list. 


Patent  SPROCKET  WRENCH 

for  removing  sprockets  without  putting 

them  in  a  vise. 

Cut  showing  Wrench  in  use. 
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The  about  cut  shows  how  it  is  done.  _ 

Will  be  mailed  to  any  repairman  upon  leceipt       S 
of  75  cents. 

THE  ELASTIC  TIP  COMPANY,  PatenteesandManufaeturersof  Rubber  specialties  and  Bicycle  Material  and  sundries  or  every  desorlptlon,  370  Atlantic  Ave.,Boston,MaSS. 
Guard  Attachments,  Mud-Guards,  Bells,  Spokes,  Saddles,  Tool-Bags,  Lamps,  Toe-Clips.  Locks. Cyclometers,  Cements,  Bicycle  Stands,  Brazers,  Plugs,  Tires,  Wood  Rims. 


STEEL 
BALLS 


The  Best  in 
the  World. 


EXCELSIOR  MACHINE  CO., 


Kindly  mention  The  Wkeel 


BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 


Not 

Lowest  in 
Price,  but 
the  Best. 


ONE-PIECE 
CRANK- 
HANGER. 


Fully 
Guaranteed. 

Other  designs. 

Send 
for 
Catalogue. 


THE  CYCLE  &  TOOL  MFG.  CO.,  Springfield,  Mass,  U.  S.  A. 
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A  Talk  to  Creditors* 
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ONE  of  the  most  progressive  organiza- 
tions in  this  country,  and  one  upon 
which  is  placed  the  greatest  commercial  re- 
sponsibilities, is  the  New  York  Credit  Men's 
Association.  Upon  it  devolves  the  duty  of 
studying  that  part  of  our  financial  system 
which  relates  to  the  protection  of  invested 
capital  against  the  risks  of  credit,  and  the 
larger  portion  of  the  credit  business  of  the 
metropolis  passes  through  the  hands  of  its  in- 
dividual members.  By  organization  these  stu- 
dents of  credit  have  been  able  to  make  their 
work  much  more  effective  than  when  the 
ideas  of  protection  were  not  combined  for  the 
general  welfare. 

The  Association  meets  frequently  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  matters  of  interest  to 
it,  and  these  meetings  have  proved  profitable. 
It  also  has  an  annual  dinner  at  which  the  ex- 
perts upon  credit  and  credit  laws  give  many 
interesting  "talks."  At  the  recent  dinner  the 
bankrupt  law  was  the  most  interesting  topic 
of  discussion,  and  some  of  its  erroneous 
features  were  clearly  pointed  out.  A  very  en- 
tertaining feature  of  the  affair  was  the  speech 
of  Judge  Morris  S.  Wise,  which  should  inter- 
est manufacturers  and  creditors  generally. 
The  most  salient  features  of  the  address  are 
here  given: 

To  Check  Traudulency. 

"My  idea  is,  that  a  fraudulent  bankrupt- 
(that  is,  a  bankrupt  who  has  been  guilty  of 
any  fraud,  in  dealing  with  his  creditors) 
should  not  be  discharged.  It  very  often  hap- 
pens that  parties  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
a  credit  to  which  they  are  not  entitled  make 
false  statements  of  solvency  and  of  financial 
worth  to  mercantile  agencies;  or,  they  make 
them  to  credit  men  or  to  creditors,  and  then 
refer  other  possible  creditors  and  other  credit 
men  to  such  parties,  and  in  such  cases  I  would 
vest  a  discretionary  power  in  the  court  of 
bankruptcy  to  withhold  or  refuse  a  discharge. 

"I  would  also  amend  the  section  as  to 
books  of  account;  in  the  section  as  drawn,  it 
requires  the  proof  of  a  fraudulent  intent  on 
the  part  of  the  bankrupt;  I  would  eliminate 
the  'fraudulent  intent'  part  of  the  section  and 
refuse  a  discharge  to  any  trader  who  does  not 
keep  proper  books  of  account,  regardless  of 
his  intent.  By  this,  I  do  not  mean  that  a 
scientific  set  of  books  should  be  kept  as  is 
kept  by  the  trained  bookkeeper,  but  in  .these 
days  of  common  school  learning  every  trader 
is  able  either  by  himself  or  by  someone  very 
near  to  him,  to  keep  such  a  system  of  accounts 
as  would  enable  the  history  of  his  business  to 
be  properly  traced. 

"I  would  also  compel  merchants  to  keep  an 
inventory  book  and  to  take  inventories  at 
least  annually. 

"I  would  also  punish  the  fraudulent  trans- 
fer or  disposition  of  property  as  well  as  the 
loss  of  assets  by  reckless  gambling.  The  dis- 
appearance of  assets  is  often  attempted  to  be 
accounted  for  by  gambling,  and  it  appears  to 
me  that  a  wholesome  check  could  be  placed 
on  this  habit  by  making  it  one  of  the  grounds 
for  withholding  a  bankrupt's  discharge. 


"But  above  and  beyond  all  this,  it  has  often 
occurred  to  me  that  I  would  also,  in  addition 
to  all  this,  vest  a  discretionary  power  in  the 
Court  to  withhold  a  discharge  in  those  cases 
where  the  actual  assets  of  a  bankrupt  did  not 
equal  at  least  25  per  cent  of  his  debts.  It  al- 
ways has  occurred  to  me  that  no  man  loses 
all  his  capital  and  loses  all  the  property  he 
secures  on  credit  over  night,  unless  it  be  by 
means  of  some  disaster,  like  the  Chicago  con- 
flagration; and  I  would  make  it  the  duty  of  a 
man  when  he  gets  to  the  very  lowest  ebb, 
and  after  he  should  see  that  a  retrieving  of 
his  losses  is  virtually  impossible,  to  stop  and 
not  to  play  out  the  game  at  the  expense  of 
his  creditors  without  their  knowledge  or 
sanction,  until  the  very  last  dollar  has  disap- 
peared; so  that  you  will  perceive  that  the  vi- 
tals of  the  bankruptcy  law  in  so  far  as  the  re- 
lation of  the  creditor  and  debtor  is  concerned, 
may  be  found  in  Section  14  of  the  Act  relating 
to  discharges. 

"There  are,  of  course,  other  questions  of 
equal  importance,  and  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  law  is  deficient  and  open  to  some  criticism 
in  that  it  does  not  provide  beyond  question  as 
to  the  rights  and  powers  of  the  trustees  in 
bankruptcy  to  enable  the  pursuit  of  assets 
fraudulently  transferred  and  hidden  away  by 
the  bankrupt. 

Trading  in  Name  of  Wife. 

"The  married  bankrupt  who  enjoys  the  so- 
ciety of  the  wife,  is  also  in  a  position  of  prac- 
tical preferment  over  the  bachelor  bankrupt; 
in  that  it  has  been  my  experience  to  find  many 
a  bankrupt  managing  a  business  which  osten- 
sibly belongs  to  the  wife,  and  which  is  carried 
on  in  the  name  of  the  wife,  but  which  to  all 
practical  intents  and  purposes  is  the  direct 
fruit  and  result  of  the  husband's  skill,  indus- 
try and  capital. 

"Of  course,  the  wife  is  not  as  exempt  from 
investigation  in  this  State  as  in  some  other 
States,  wherein  she  cannot  be  called  upon  to 
testify  against  her  husband;  and  the  law,  of 
course,  needs  amendment  in  that  particular, 
so  that  the  fullest  examination  may  be  made 
of  every  business  carried  on  and  conducted 
under  the  aegis  of  the  wife's  name,  but  under 
the  direct  personal  supervision  and  control 
of  the  bankrupt  husband. 

"In  my  rulings  I  have  always  thus  far  held, 
and  I  have  been  at  all  times  sustained  in  such 
rulings  by  the  District  Court  when  appeals 
have  been  taken  from  my  decision,  that  the 
community  of  interest  between  husband  and 
wife  is  of  such  a  character  that  in  all  cases 
where  the  husband,  the  bankrupt,  is  found 
conducting  a  business  under  the  name  of  the 
wife,  that  the  wife,  if  an  honest  woman,  owes 
at  least  that  duty  to  the  creditors  to  submit 
to  a  full,  fair  and  frank  examination  of  all  the 
details  of  that  business,  so  that,  like  Caesar's 
wife,  she  may  be  above  the  suspicion  of  aiding 
or  abetting  in  the  concealment  of  assets  from 
the  creditors  to  whom  they  may  rightfully 
belong. 

"There  is  another  important  deficiency  in 
the  present  law,  and  that  is,  that  there  is  no 


prohibition  against  a  man  going  into  bank- 
ruptcy and  being  discharged  therefrom  every 
few  months.  I  understand  that  there  is  al- 
ready one  case  where  a  man  has  taken  ad- 
vantage of  the  present  law  and  been  dis- 
charged three  times;  this  habit  is  one  which 
should  not  be  encouraged  in  debtors,  and  it 
appears  to  me  that  no  man  should  be  allowed 
to  obtain  the  benefits  of  a  second  discharge, 
unless  his  assets  equal  at  least  75  per  cent  of 
his  debts,  or  he  secures  the  consent  of  three- 
fourths  in  number  and  amount  of  his  credi- 
tors. 

"I  believe,  therefore,  gentlemen,  that  if  you 
will  concentrate  your  efforts  in  Congress  at 
its  next  session  in  the  attempt  to  secure  the 
amendment  of  the  law  in  the  directions  stated, 
that  you  will  be  performing  a  most  excellent 
service  for  the  credit  system.  I  believe  that, 
with  proper  amendment,  the  bankrupt  law 
should  form  a  permanent  addition  to  the  juris- 
prudence of  this  country. 

"I  believe  that,  in  a  country  floating  one 
national  flag,  and  whose  commerce  is  ex- 
panding so  tremendously  in  all  directions, 
beyond  its  borders  and  beyond  the  seas,  that 
one  uniform  system  of  administering  the  es- 
tate of  an  insolvent  debtor  should  obtain  and 
prevail. 

Laws  Vary  with  States. 

"And  the  spectacle  of  forty-four  varying 
State  insolvency  laws,  having  no  common 
identity  or  uniformity,  but  the  majority  of 
them  conceived  in  local  prejudice,  and  with 
the  evident  aim  of  protecting  the  resident 
debtor  as  against  the  non-resident  creditor,  is 
a  spectacle  not  calculated  to  protect  the  credit 
system  or  materially  advance  our  commercial 
interests  in  any  degree  whatsoever. 

"Of  course,  the  one  great  thorn  in  our  side 
is,  and  until  a  change  can  be  made  will  be, 
the  various  State  exemption  laws.  You  can 
do  nothing  with  these  laws,  which  are  held 
and  construed  to  be  in  the  nature  of  a  con- 
tract entered  into  between  the  State  and  its 
citizen,  until,  perhaps,  the  education  of  the 
people  and  the  changing  of  localities  from 
purely  agricultural  to  more  of  a  manufactur- 
ing and  commercial  nature  may  operate  to 
procure  an  amelioration  of  what  is  certainly 
in  many  instances  an  excessive  beneficence 
bestowed  by  the  State  on  its  citizen;  but, 
viewed  from  every  standpoint  with  all  its  im- 
perfections and  with  all  the  constitutional 
limitations  which  attach  themselves  to  a  law 
of  this  character,  we  can  most  readily  and 
safely  adhere  to  the  proposition  that  a  na- 
tional bankruptcy  law  is  a  national  necessity; 
and  I  think  that  this  is  recognized  by  the 
credit  men  of  the  great  Empire  State  to  the 
fullest  degree." 


Pierce  Branch  Bool(s  Large  Orders. 

Manager  Thompson,  of  the  George  N. 
Pierce  Co. 'is  New  York  branch,  from  which 
branch  several  States  are  controlled,  states  to 
a  Wheel  man  that  in  every  city  of  3,000  in- 
habitants in  their  territory  the  Pierce  Com- 
pany have  already  closed  1900  agencies.  Mr. 
Thompson  says  this  is  a  remarkable  record, 
and  still  more  remarkable  does  he  consider 
tJie  fact  that  the  orders  booked  thus  far  are 
three  times  as  great  as  the  number  booked 
up  to  the  same  date  last  year.  Mr.  Thompson 
reports  that  there  is  a  distinct  enhancement 
also  in  the  status  of  the  concerns  who  are  now 
handling  bicycles  in  a  retail  way. 
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SPINROLLER  GEAR. 


THE 

ROLLERS 

SPIN. 

Durable, 
Flexible, 
Simple. 


THE 

ROLLERS 

SPIN. 


Hundreds 
say  it  runs 
like  oil. 


Spinroller  Co.,  Rochester,  N.Y.,  U.S.A. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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WITHOUT  A  RIVAL ! 
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WITHOUT  A  PEER !  I 
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With  an  Expander  Device  that  is 
...  Absolutely  Perfect  in  Action ... 


BRENN/VN  HANDLE-BAR  CO. 


SOLE  SELLING  AGENTS : 

CROSBY  &  MAYER  CO., 
BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

►♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦4 


SYRACUSE,  N.  Y. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Fascination  of  Cycling* 

OLD  STORY  IN  A  NEW  WAY. 


THERE  are  so  many  phases  of  cycling 
that  it  is  questionable  if  it  can  ever  be 
done  exact  justice.  One  feature  of  the  pas- 
time is  the  fascination  it  has  for  its  devotees, 
and  this  attraction  is  one  that  is  somewhat 
difficult  to  define  in  full.  A  British  contem- 
porary treats  the  subject  admirably  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  'The  fascination  of  cycling  is  hard  to  de- 
fine, even  to  one  who  has  felt  it,  and  utterly 
impossible  to  describe  to  one  who  has  never 
sought  it.' 

"These  words  were  written  long  before  the 
present  widespread  popularity  of  the  cycle, 
but  the  first  part,  at  least,  stands  as  true  to 
day  as  ever  it  did.  What  is  the  power  in  the 
wheel  that  has  caused  it  to  enthrall  those  from 
the  highest  to  the  humblest?  It  has  crept 
into  the  favor  of  royalty,  and  nobility  has 
fallen  beneath  its  charms;  the  grave  judge 
and  the  sedate  bishop  have  been  drawn  into 
the  vortex;  the  parson  who  mildly  reproved 
his  parishioners  for  enjoying  a  spin,  and  the 
parson's  wife  who  was  shocked  at  our  sisters 
taking  to  the  cycle,  have  gradually  become 
converts.  The  tradesman  and  his  wife  have 
deserted  their  pony  and  trap  for  a  tandem, 
and  even  Bill  Blime,  who  'eaved  bricks  at  the 
cyclist  in  early  days,  has  saved  his  money  and 
picked  up  a  second-hand  'bike' — dilapidated, 
'tis  true,  and  perhaps  the  solid  tires  are  a  bit 
untrue  to  the  rim,  but  there  he  goes — labor- 
ing but  smiling,  to  the  consternation  of  all 
who  observe  his  erratic  course. 

Making  Comparisons. 

"Where,  then,  lies  the  fascination?  The 
first  thing  we  are  inclined  to  do,  when  deal- 
ing with  a  favorite  pastime,  is  to  start  mak- 
ing comparisons  with  other  pastimes.  But 
comparisons  are  odious,  and,  really,  cycling 
does  not  demand  it.  There  are  plenty  of 
sports  and  pastimes  which  appeal  more  or  less 
forcibly  to  the  individual  sportsman,  but  I 
do  not  think  that  any  fulfil  conditions  which 
create  that  fascination  cycling  does  over  its 
adherents,  and  which  is  the  secret  of  its  popu- 
larity. This  much  is  true.  Cycling  is  suita- 
ble for  all  classes  and  all  ages;  it  presents  so 
many  phases  of  interest;  is  ever  changing, 
ever  new,  and  it  combines  so  many  pleasures 
with  such  little  fatigue. 

"Unlike  most  sports,  cycling  is  open  to  all 
classes.  The  comparatively  poor  can  get  as 
much  enjoyment,  in  a  sense,  from  the  cycle 
as  the  wealthy — probably  more.  Their  pleas- 
ure is  more  real,  more  thorough,  and  they  re- 
tire to  rest  tired  but  happy,  after  their  brief 
Iioliday  into  the  country  opened  out  to  tliem 
so  inexpensively  and  pleasantly. 

"Juveniles  and  adults  of  both  sexes  and  all 
classes  are  catered  for,  as  I  have  stated,  and 
they  extract  pleasure  from  the  machine  in 
different  ways.  Our  pastime  may  be  circum- 
scribed in  a  sense,  but  it  comprises  within  its 
ranks  those  who  look  upon  it  as  beneficial  to 
health;  beneficial  from  a  utilitarian  point  of 
view,  and  as  an  adjunct  to  other  hobbies. 

"There  are,  also,  those  who  use  the  cycle 
largely   for   touring;    the    clubman,    who   is   a 


class  quite  by  himself,  mind  you;  and  the 
racing  man.  All  of  these,  the  dodderer,  the 
clubman,  the  specialist,  the  racing  man,  will 
so  enthuse  over  the  respective  benefits  they 
derive  from  the  cycle  that  the  non-cyclist  is 
carried  away  with  the  infection  very  often,  in 
spite  of  the  dictum  at  the  top  of  this  article. 
If  he  does  not  take  up  the  cycle,  he  will  at 
least  retain  a  strong  and  vivid  recollection  of 
the  many  charms  which  bind  the  rider  to  his 
steed. 

"The  fascination  of  racing  is  the  fascination 
which  is  felt  by  all  athletes  who  pit  their 
speed  and  strength  against  an  adversary;  the 
delight  they  experience  in  a  victory  stimulates 
them  to  further  effort. 

Health  and  Recreation. 

"In  our  pastime  the  seeker  after  health  and 
recreation  obtains  it  at  little  expense  and  lit- 
tle exertion.  He  can  regulate  his  speed  as 
his  inclination  takes  him.  Innumerable  lanes 
and  phases  of  rural  life  are  open  to  him — to 
enjoy  as  he  pleases.  A  pleasurable  activity  is 
taking  place,  benefiting  practically  every 
part  of  his  body  as  he  pedals  along;  and  at 
the  same  time  he  is  inhaling  the  pure  air,  and 
admiring,  if  he  feels  so  disposed,  the  country 
through  which  he  passes. 

"To  the  wearied  business  man — using  the 
term  in  its  widest  sense — this  sums  up  the 
whole  fascination  of  cycling.  It  takes  him  out 
of  himself,  as  it  were,  and  opens  out  an  in- 
finite number  of  joys;  but  beyond  all  this  are 
the  undoubted  benefits  which  he  derives 
physically,  if  he  has  but  followed  his  hobby 
in  moderation. 

"There  are  so  many  new  points  about  the 
cycle,  per  se,  also,  which  tend  to  keep  riders 
fully  interested  in  the  pastime.  Innovations 
and  improvements  crop  up  from  time  to  time 
— some  good,  some  bad,  but  all  tending  to 
maintain  that  enthusiasm  so  essential  to  s 
pastime  such  as  ours. 

"If  any  proof  were  needed  of  the  spell 
which  is  cast  over  the  cyclist,  it  is- found  in 
the  pastime  through  the  most  crucial  times. 
They  are  as  enthusiastic  now  in  its  praises  as 
ever  they  were.  Starting  under  very  different 
conditions  to  those  attending  the  present  day 
recruit,  they  endured  the  hardships  insepara- 
ble from  pioneering  work — but  perhaps  they 
enjoyed  those  days  before  the  sweets  of  vic- 
tory were  tasted  as  much  as  they  experienced 
afterwards. 

"In  what  other  pastime  can  wc  find  an-  . 
other  instance,  such  as  we  find,  of  those  who, 
giving  up  cycling  for  a  time,  come  back  to 
the  fold  with  increased  zest?  Such  is  its 
power,  and  one  of  the  most  potent  evidences 
in  support  of  this  fascination  that  we  have. 
And  it  is  pleasant  to  know  that  it  is  extend- 
ing its  web  more  tenaciously  and  extensively 
every   season." 

Satisfied  witli  the  Spinroller. 

"There  is  no  doubt  but  that  1000  will  be  a 
good  year  for  chainless  wheels."  So  said 
Robert  Thomson,  president  of  the  Spinroller 
Company,    Rochester,    N.    Y.,    to    a    Wheel 


correspondent,  last  week,  and  to  prove  his  as- 
sertion he  drew  from  his  pocket  two  letters 
which  he  had  received  that  day  from  well- 
known  cj'cle  manufacturers  and  which  con- 
veyed the  intelligence  that  they  had  decided 
upon  the  Spinroller  Gear  as  their  style  of  a 
chainless  the  coming  season. 

A  part  of  one  of  the  letters,  which  was 
from  Vice-President  and  Secretary  Fretz,  of 
the  Light  Cycle  Co.,  Pottstown,  Pa.,  was  as 
follows:  "We  beg  to  confirm  our  satisfac- 
tion with  the  Spinroller  Gear,  which  we  have 
been  experimenting  on  for  the  past  several 
months,  and  we  have  decided  to  use  the  said 
gear  in  the  building  up  of  chainless  wheels." 

Mr.  Thomson  is  in  almost  daily  receipt  of 
letters  testifying  as  to  the  merits  of  his  gear, 
and  while  many  of  the  manufacturers  have 
not  decided  upon  the  style  of  their  chainless 
for  next  year,  they  expressed  their  satisfac- 
tion with  the  Spinroller.  The  Spinroller  will 
occupy  a  conspicuous  place  at  the  coming 
cycle  show  in  New  York  City,  and  Mr. 
Thomson  expects  that  all  the  firms  that  have 
not  already  decided  will  make  a  final  selec- 
tion at  that  time. 


A  Kirk  Rumor  Run  Down. 

Toledo,  Dec.  18.— There  is  a  possibility  that 
the  Kirk  Mfg.  Co.  may  start  a  side  line  by 
making  a  large  number  of  cash  registers  for 
the  Toledo  Cash  Register  Co.  It  is  under- 
stood that  the  latter  firm  has  at  least  made  a 
proposition  to  the  Kirk  people  to  build  a 
number  of  registers,  although  the  talk  that 
the  Kirk  might  be  sold  to  the  cash  register 
company  is  out  of  the  whole  cloth.  It  is 
simply  a  case  of  the  register  concern  asking 
for  estimates  with  a  view  of  placing  an  order, 
and  not  such  a  large  one  at  that. 


Factory  Enlarged,  but  Still  Behind  Orders. 

"We  are  behind  orders.  Expect  to  .catch 
up  by  January  15."  Such  is  the  state- 
ment of  the  Chapman  &  Sons  Mfg.  Co.,  man- 
ufacturers of  the  Chapman  bicycles,  who  re- 
cently removed  from  Stoughton,  Mass.,  to 
Rockland,  Mass.  This  firm  are  behind  orders 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  their  new  plant  is  five 
times  the  size  of  the  one  they  occupied  at 
Stoughton. 

From  Three  to  Thirty  Thousand. 

Probably  comparatively  few  people  in  this 
country  appreciate  the  extent  to  which  the 
use  of  acetylene  gas  is  increasing.  This  is 
clearly  indicated  by  the  fact  that  in  1898  it 
was  estimated  that  3,500  generators  of  all 
sizes,  not  including  bicycle  lamps,  were  in 
use,  and  in  1899  the  number  had  increased  to 
30,000. 

Buffalo  Concern  Transferred. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  18. — The  concern  of 
Angell,  Sumner  &  Co.,  jobbers  of  bicycle  ma- 
terial, which  has  been  in  process  of  reorgan- 
ization for  some  time,  has  finally  been  sold  or 
transferred  to  Colton  &  Cook. 


Myers  Runs  a  Grocery  Store. 

Bert  Myers,  the  old-time  racing  man,  is 
running  a  grocery  store  in  Peoria.  He  mar- 
ried a  daughter  of  Mr.  Hazard,  of  the  de- 
funct firm  of  Rouse,  Hazard  &  Co. 


W.  P.  Scriven,  of  Westfield,  N.  J.,  whose 
building  was  recently  burned,  is  again  doing 
business  as  usual. 
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THE    STANDARD    BAR    OF    THE    WORLD.     I 
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KELLY    ADJUSTABLE. 


Fits  Any  Bicycle. 
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Any  Rider. 
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Over  600,000    Riders   Say     'Tis   No    Experiment." 

THE  KELLY  HANDLE-BAR  CO.,  Cleveland,  C,  U.  S.  A. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Stimulate  Your  Trade*  <^ 

• 
"VrOUR    salesmen     are    in    constant    touch    with    your    trade  ;     they     | 

see  and   feel  daily  the   need  of  a  chainless  model.      Put  them  on  ? 

an  equal  footing  with  "the  other  fellows"  who  have  them.     Watch  the  \ 

increase  in  their  orders.     Perhaps  you  have  hesitated  to  do  this  because  | 

"the  other  fellows"  have  spent  thousands  of  dollars  "  getting  ready."  | 

Don't  YOU  Do  It. 

We  have  solved  that  problem  for  you.    A  sample  of  the  BULLIS  GEAR     I 
AND    MECHANISM    will    convince    you.      Better    write    to-day.  I 

BULLIS  BALL-GEAR  CO.,    ^    Rochester,  n.  y. 


^*  Get  In  Line» 


'  .  tf 


Miami  Cycle  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Middletown,  O. 

otto  Konigslow  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  Cleveland,  O. 

Excelsior  Supj.ly  Co.,  Chicago,  111. 

General  Western  Agents. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


Outing  Mfg.  Co.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
F.  Bethtnan  Co.,  Hamburg,  Germany. 
Hanna  Cycle  Material  Co.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Guiterman,  Rosenfeld  &  Co.,  New  York. 
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Colorado  in  Color  and  Song. 

A  beautiful  tribute  to  Colorado's  beauties 
is  a  book  of  verse  and  colored  photographic 
plates,  the  production  of  Frank  H.  Mayer, 
editor  of  "Cycling  West;"  J.  H.  Wright  and 
others.  "Colorado  in  Color  and  Song"  is  the 
title.     Here  is  a  sample  of  Mayer's  verse: 

MID-DAY  IN  THE  ROCKIES. 
A  crested  blue-jay  in  the  fir  top  shrills, 
A  restless  ousel  dips  aneath  the  stream; 
Far  down  the  canon's  depth  a  anocker  itlirjUs. 
The  babbling  waters  in  a  thousand  rills 
Sing  drowsily  beneath  the  sun's  fierce  gleam. 
Low  droop  the  needles  on  the  sombre  pines, 
The  aspeiis  in  'the  glare  for  once  are  still. 
The  paating  doe  in  listlessness  reclines 
Beneath  the  sheltering  shadow  of  tlie  vines 
Which  drape  the  sweltering  deadfalls  on  the  liill. 
The  squirrels  forbear  to  chatter,  and  the  drone 
Of  locust  wars  alone  with  silence.    E'en 
The  breeze  has  gone  to  rest;  and  idly  thrown 
Upon  the  clustering  mosses'  shimmering  screen 
A  shadow  falls  as,  slow  on  drifting  wing. 
An  eagle  floats  athwart  the  brazen  sky. 
Soaring  in  solitude— the  only  thing 
That  braves  the  sun-god's  fierce  autocracy. 


New  One-Piece  Rear  fork. 

The  Standard  Welding  Co.,  of  Clewland, 
are  having  decided  success  with  a  new  design 
of  one-piece  rear  fork  and  stay.  At  the  seat- 
post  connection  and  at  the  crank-hanger,  the 
section  is  round,  being  one-half  inch  at  the 
former  point  and  three-quarters  inch  at  the 
latter,  while  the  balance  of  the  article  is  oval- 
shaped,  five-eighths  inch  diameter  at  the  wid- 
est point.  This  design  insures  the  desired 
narrow  tread  for  the  crank-hanger,  at  the 
same  time  the  tube  is  round  at  the  bracket 
and  seat-post  lugs,  insuring  thoroughly  re- 
liable connections,  especially  at  the  latter 
points,  where  it  is  not  necessary  to  use  a 
cartridge  or  a  large  amount  of  brazing  ma- 
terial. 


British  'Ave  'Opes. 

"Reading  a  report  from  the  British  Consul 
at  Odessa,"  says  the  Scottish  "Cyclist,"  "in 
which  he  says  that  cycles  of  English  make  are 
held  in  high  esteem,  though  undercut  by 
American,  reminds  us  that  on  two  hands  re- 
cently we  have  been  told  that  the  prospects 
for  a  revival  of  foreign  trade  in  English  cy- 


cles are  becoming  favorable.  The  Odessa  of- 
ficial reflects  an  opinion  that  is  general 
throughout  Europe,  if  we  except  France,  Ger- 
many, Belgium  and  Holland.  In  countries 
not  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  bicycles 
English  goods  lost  their  hold,  not  through 
lack  of  appreciation,  but  because,  in  the  days 
of  ultra-profitable  home  demand,  they  were 
ousted  abroad  on  the  score  of  price  alone. 
Now  that  prices  have  dropped  to  almost  one- 
half  what  they  were  when  our  foreign  trade 
departed,  the  chances  of  regaining  it  are  quite 
hopeful.  The  peoples  of  Northern  and  South- 
ern Europe  still  possess  favorable  impres- 
sions of  the  intrinsic  merits  of  British  manu- 
factures. We  throw  out  the  hint  to  cycle 
firms.  Little  would  be  lost,  and  possibly  much 
gained,  by  tapping  the  old  seam  again." 


Increase  in  Paris  Estimated. 

In  the  budget  of  the  city  of  Paris, 
an  increase  of  9,000  francs  is  estimated 
in  the  cycle  tax  for  1900.  The  administra- 
tion has  taken  as  a  basis  for  this  estimate  a 
total  of  384,132  francs.  The  total  return  es- 
timated from  cycling  and  automobilism  to 
the  coffers  of  the  Paris  municipality  for  the 
coming  year  is  112,483  francs. 

Look  at  Your  Teeth; 

they  need  cleaning.  Tartar  Tablets  will  quickly 
remove  all  discolorations.  No  acids  or  chemi- 
cals. Harmless  and  Pleasant.  Use  ordmary 
brush.  By  mail,  25c.  Tartar  Tablet  Co.,  489  5th 
Ave.,   N.   Y.   City. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 

TO    I.OS    ANGELES    AND    SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA. 

Every  Friday  night,  at  10.35  p.  m.,  a  through  Tour- 
ist Car  for  Los  Angeles  and  Southern  California 
leaves  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway 
Union  Passenger  Station,  Chicago,  via  Omaha,  Colo- 
rado Springs  and  Salt  Lake  City,  f9r  all  points  in 
Colorado,  Utah,    Nevada  and   California. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  Pullman  porter,  each  car 
is  accompanied  by  an  intelligent,  competent  and  cour- 
teous "courier,"  who  will  attend  to  tfie  wants  of  pas- 
sengers en  route.  This  is  an  entirely  new  feature  of 
tourist  car  service,  and  will  be  appreciated  by  families 
or  by  ladies  traveling  alone.  Particular  attention  is 
paid  to  the  care  of  children,  who  usually  get  weary 
on  a  long  journey. 

These  tourist  cars  are  sleeping  cars  supplied  with 
all  the  accessories  necessary  to  make  the  journey  com- 
fortable and  pleasant,  and  the  berth  rate  (each  berth 
will  accommodate  two  persons)  is  only  $6  from  Chi- 
cago to  California.  Ask  the  nearest  ticket  agent  for 
a  tourist  car  folder,  or  address  Geo.  H.  Heafford, 
General  Pass,  and  Ticket  Agent,  Chicago,   111.        ♦*, 
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PERFEeX"    OILER. 


25c. 


SELF-OLOSIA/Ei   VALVE  (^OPENED  ) 


A  few  of  MANY  UNSOLICITED  Testimonial  Letters. 
"WE  VOTE  IT  A  SUCCESS"-Pope  Mfp.  Co.,  Hartford,  Conn. 

•'WE  ARE  i»tUCH  PLEASED  WITH  THEM."— Warwick  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  Springfield,  Mass. 
"THEY  GAVE  THE  BEST  SATISFACTION  OF  ANY  OILERS  WE  SOLD."— Keller  &  Walker,  Moline,  III. 
"JUST  THE  THING  I  HAVE  WANTED  FOR  YEARS."— F.  E.  Worth,  Indianola,  Iowa. 
•'THE  ONLY  OILER  THAT  DOES  NOT  LEAK."— W.  D.  Anderson,  Dallas.  Texas. 

CUSHMAN  &  DENISON.  Mfrs..  240-2  W.  23d  St.,  N.  Y. 


ADLETS. 

For  Sale,  Exchange,  Etc.  —  Twenty-five  words, 
thirty-five  cents.  Each  additional  word  two  cents. 
Cash  invariably  in  advance. 

Situations  and  Help  W^anted. — Answers  received 
in  confidence  and  forwarded  without  charge.  Rate: 
25  words,  one  time,  60  cents;  three  times,  $1.00;  50 
words,  one  time,  $1.00;  four  times,  $3.00;  76  words, 
one  time,  $1.50;  four  times,  $5.00.  Displayed  adver- 
tisements: One-half  inch,  one  time,  $1.00;  four  times, 
$3.00;  one  inch,  one  time,  $1.50;  four  times,  $5.00. 


PATENTS.— H. 


W.  T.  Jenner,  patent  attorney  and 
mechanical  expert,  608  F  street,  Washington,  D. 
C.  Established  1883.  I  make  an  examination  free  of 
charge,  and  report  if  a  patent  can  be  had  and  exactly 
how  much  it  will  cost.     Send  for  circular. 

(tTC  BUYS  a  combination  or  double-drop  Geneva 
T^J  tandem  in  first-class  order,  or  will  trade  for 
gunis  or  single  wheels.     Tanner,   New  Bedford,   Mass. 

ri  OOD  HOUSES  WANTED  in  localities  where  we 
^-^  are  mot  represented,  to  take  care  of  our  increased 
produobian  of  Bicycle  Chains  for  the  coming  season. 
Line  includes  Standard,  Detachable,  Roller  and  Auto- 
mobile; all  'Styles  and  finishes.  Quality  and  prices 
satisfactory.  In  answering  state  quantity  placed  dur- 
ing season  of  '98  and  '99.  keading  Screw  Co.,  Nomis- 
town.  Pa. 

■p^OR  SALE — Our  process  of  making  composition 
-'-  cork  grips,  and  the  good  will  of  our  business; 
annual  sales  400,000  pairs.  The  L.  M.  Jones  Co., 
Station  A,  Winsted,  Conn. 

T^  ANTED — A  man  of  mechanical  ability  and  push 
''''  as  superintendent  of  manufacturing  department 
in  hardware  factory;  one  with  experience  in  bicycle 
work  preferred.  Address  "Hardware,"  care  The 
Wheel,  Box  444,  New  York  city. 

■QARGAINS— 500  Juveniles,  all  sizes;  lot  "Job"  '99 
-'-'  cycles;  Clipper  tires,  $2.20;  Hartford  seconds,  28x 
1%,  $2.75;  B.  &  W.,  $2.10;  Goodyear,  $2.10;  Juveniles, 
$1.65  to  $2.25  pr.;  lot  rawhide  saddles,  45c.;  Calkar 
lamps,  95c.;  toe  clips,  3c.  pr. ;  racing  style  saddles, 
35c.;  lot  soiled  Lenox  saddles,  25c.  ea. ;  Al  spokes, 
$6,  $10;  write  for  prices  on  anything.  Jandorf,  17  Bar- 
clay St.,  New  York. 

TS7 ANTED — ^Jobs  in   cycles;   frames,   bars,   sundries, 
'•      tires;   large   or   small   lots;   cash   deal.     Jandorf, 
17  Barclay  St.,  New  York. 

Tj^  OR  SALE — Elegant  bicycle  store,  shop,  tools, 
-•-  machinery,  etc.,  doing  good  business  in  one  of 
the  best  towns  on  Long  Island;  have  excellent  trade 
among  aristocracy  ana  get  good  prices;  build  50 
special  wheels  per  season,  have  demand  for  more, 
at  prices  from  $50  to  $85;  no  debts;  everything  in 
iirst-class  shape;  this  is  a  rare  chance  for  energetic 
business  man.  Address  Chas.  W.  Wilcox,  P.  O.  cox 
444,   New  York. 

SOLID  TRAINS   TO   NORTHERN   MICHIGAN. 

The  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  is 
now  running  solid  trains  of  palace  sleeping  cars, 
dining  cars  (serving  meals  a  la  carte)  and  first-class 
day  coaches  through  from  Chicago  to  Calumet, 
Houghton,  Hancock  and  other  points  in  the  Copper 
Country  without  change  of  cars,  with  direct  connec- 
tion for  Marquette,  Negaunee,  Ishpeming,  etc.,  and 
passengers  from  the  East,  South  and  Southwest  will 
find  this  a  most  desirable  route. 

All  coupon  ticket  agents  sell  tickets  via  the  Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway. 

IMPROVED   DINING   CAR  SERVICE. 

Nickel  Plate  Train  No.  3,  leaving  Buffalo  at  7.10 
a.  m.  daily,  has  a  dining  car  attached,  serving  break- 
fast immediately  after  departure  from  Buffalo.  Lun- 
cheon and  dinner  will  also  be  served  at  convenient 
hours.  The  meals  on  the  Nickel  Plate  dining  cars 
have  already  a  national  reputation  for  excellence, 
and  this  improved  service  will  no  doubt  be  appre- 
ciated by  the  patrons  of  the  popular  Nickel  Plate 
Road. 


The  Banner  Automatic 
Adjusting  Bicycle  Pump. 

This  pump  uses  no  swivel  or  hose 
to  connect  to  tire  valve.  Simply  place 
the  metal  spout,  which  extends  from 
the  base,  over  the  tire  valve,  with 
foot  in  stirrup,  and  pump.  No  swivel 
to  leak  air.  No  hose  to  burst  open. 
It  will  outwear  ten  of  the  best  hose 
pumps,  as  there  is  nothing  to  wear 
out.  Fits  all  tires  Sold  by  all  job- 
bers.    Write  for  catalogue. 

D.  B.  SMITH  &  CO., 
Utica.  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A. 


HANDLE-BARS, 

SEAT-POSTS. 

SPROCKETS, 

Complete   Frames. 


If  You  are    READY    TO    TALK    MATERIAL 

WE    HAVE    SOME    FASCINATING    FIGURES    ON 

STYLES    OF  

PEDALS. 


STYLES  OF  HUBS. 

Hubs  with  Coaster-Brake, 

Cone  Adjusting, 

Disc  Adjusting. 

Disc  Adjusting  K.O.  Axles. 

1  in.  or  H  in.  Pitch  Sprockets. 
STAMPINGS   FOR  BICYCLES  AND  AUTOMOBILES. 

SPEIRS    MANUFACTURING    CO., 
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We  can  Interest  You. 

CRANK-HANGERS. 

CUPS.    CONES, 

WRENCHES, 

and  Other  SUNDRIES. 

The  SMALL  TRADE  and  the  LARGE  TRADE  are  both  solicited. 

WORCESTER,    MASS. 


4 


THE    KIND    THAT 
SATISFY. 
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THE  LO YELL  FAILURE 


LOVELL  ARMS  COMPANY  AND  THE  JOHN  P.  LOVELL  COMPANY 
OWED  THE  GLOBE  NATIONAL  BANK  ABOUT  A  MILLION  DOL- 
LARS, AND  PROBABLY  DRAGGED  IT  DOWN  —  THE  FACT  DIS- 
COVERED ACCIDENTALLY  BY  A  BANK  EXAMINER  —  THE 
TROUBLE  WILL  CLOSE  SEVERAL  LOVELL  STORES  IN  NEW 
ENGLAND. 


THE  big  New  England  concern  referred  to 
in  last  week's  Wheel  as  being  in  great 
danger  on  account  of  the  Globe  National 
Bank  embarrassment,  was  the  Lovell  Arms 
Co.,  and  the  amount  of  Lovell  paper  held  by 
the  bank  is  estimated  at  over  $1,000,000. 

The  bank  suspended  payment  on  Saturday, 
and  a  bank  examiner's  statement  of  its  condi- 
tion showed  the  public  that  the  bank  held  a 
surprising  amount  of  Lovell  paper.  •  Not- 
withstanding this,  on  Monday  Henry  L. 
Lovell  said  that  the  company  would  meet  all 
its  obligations  and  weather  the  storm. 

On  Tuesday  the  John  P.  Lovell  Arms  Co. 
and  the  John  P.  Lovell  Co.  assigned  for  the 
benefit  of  their  creditors.  George  H.  Ball 
and  Charles  B.  Barnes,  Jr.,  were  named  as  as- 
signees in  both  cases.  The  assignment  caused 
little  surprise  among  those  familiar  with  the 
relations  between  the  Lovell  people  and  the 
Globe  Bank.  The  bank,  or  more  exactly,  its 
recent  president,  Mr.  Cole,  has  been  repre- 
sented in  the  Lovell  business  by  C.  W.  Nor- 
cross,  who  is  said  to  have  managed  the  con- 
cern for  more  than  a  year  in  the  interests  of 
the  bank.  It  was  said  that  Mr.  Cole,  the  re- 
cent president  of  the  bank,  had  exchanged  the 
paper  of  the  Lovell  Company  for  mining  se- 
curities, but  the  fact  that  Mr.  Norcross  has 
remained  in  charge  up  to  the  present  would 
seem  to  cast  a  doubt  upon  this  story.  It  is 
said  that  the  merchandise  bills  contracted  by 
the  company  have  been  paid  as  promptly  as 
those  of  most  business  houses,  so  that  the 
manufacturers  who  have  supplied  them  with 
goods  are  not  very  large  creditors,  the  bulk  of 
the  indebtedness  being  to  banks  who  have  dis- 
counted the  company's  paper. 

Assignee  Ball  said  that  it  would  be  several 
days  before  he  and  his  colleague  would  be  pre- 
pared to  make  public  the  condition  of  the 
firm's  finances.  Mr,  Ball's  office  is  on  State 
street  and  he  shares  his  office  with  Horace 
H.  Stevans,  who  succeeded  Charles  H.  Cole 
as  president  of  the  Globe  Bank.  The  other  as- 
signee is  also  a  lawyer  and  has  an  office  with 
Long  &  Hemenwav  in  the  Treinont  building. 


A  news  bureau  said  this  afternoon,  before 
the  failure: 

"Globe  Bank  facts  are  coming  out  piece- 
meal. Well  informed  people  have  known  all 
along  that  the  Lovell  Arms  Co.  loans  and 
overdrafts  constituted  the  largest  item  in  the 
trouble.  More  than  $1,000,000  of  the  Globe 
Bank  money  and  of  its  president  has  gone 
into  this  concern.  It  has  not  assigned  because 
it  now  has  no  other  creditor  than  the  bank, 
and  Mr.  Cole  and  the  Arms  Company  have 
turned  over  everything  to  the  Globe  Bank, 
which  is  now  liquidating  the  Lovell  Arms 
Co. 

"The  discovery  of  the  condition  of  affairs 
at  the  Globe  Bank  was  quite  accidental.  The 
bank  examiner,  after  passing  the  Globe 
Bank's  accounts,  happened  to  go  directly  to 
the  Second  National  Bank,  and  there  finding 
an  item  of  $250,000  due  from  the  Globe  Bank, 
could  not  remember  that  he  had  passed  the 
corresponding  item  on  the  debit  side  of  the 
Globe  Bank,  so  he  went  back  for  an  explana- 
tion and  certain  results  have  followed. 

"Among  the  first  results  of  this  discovery 
was  the  loyal  rally  of  all  Mr.  Cole's  associates 
in  the  support  of  the  bank.  Mr.  Cole  asserted 
that  his  'first  statement  was  a  clean  breast  of 
everything,  and  his  family  and  friends  stripped 
themselves  to  save  him  and  the  bank.  He 
turned  over  all  his  property  to  the  bank  and 
his  son,  Charles  H.  Cole,  Jr.,  gave  up  every- 
thing he  had.  In  fact,  it  is  said  that  his  son's 
contribution  amounted  to  property  and  se- 
curities of  a  then  market  value  of  $400,000. 
Messrs.  Clark  and  Coolidge,  who  were  asso- 
ciated with  Mr.  Cole  in  United  States  Oil 
and  the  so-called  United  States  Oil  stocks, 
and  Mr.  Bigelow,  who  had  the  largest  individ- 
ual interest  in  the  bank,  contributed  and  the 
deficiency  that  Mr.  Cole  confessed  was  made 
good.  The  bank  was  then  considered  by  its 
directors  as  strong  as  could  be  asked  with  the 
entire  deficiency  repaired. 

"Later,  Mr.  Cole  confessed  that  he  had  not 
told  all.  and  then  Alessrs.  Clark,  Coolidge  and 
Bigelow  again  faced  the  situation,    Mr.  Bigf^ 


low  parted  with  Boston  and  Montana  at  a 
great  sacrifice,  and  Messrs.  Clark  and  Cool- 
idge put  up  more  securities,  while  Mr.  Bige- 
low paid  his  $81,000  guaranty  in  cash.  Messrs. 
Clark  and  Coolidge,  in  an  endeavor  to  hold 
their  position  and  keep  their  guarantees  and 
loans  good,  pegged  United  States  mining 
with  disastrous  results  to  themselves  and  all 
their  associates.  In  extenuation  of  their  posi- 
tion and  failure  to  keep  some  of  their  prom- 
ises it  should  be  said  that  the  whole  truth  has 
not  yet  been  told,  but  an  instance  may  suffice 
for  the  present. 

"It  has  been  charged  that  cash  orders  were 
given  for  the  purchase  of  securities  and  that 
the  cash  was  not  forthcoming.  The  fact,  how- 
ever, is  not  likewise  given  publicity,  that  cer- 
tain other  securities  were  sold,  likewise  for 
cash,  and  the  brokers  kept  the  cash,  claiming 
that  such  action  was  necessary  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  United  States  Mining  accounts. 
The  mystery  of  the  whole  situation  is  the 
reason  for  President  Cole  sacrificing  his  per- 
sonal fortune  and  the  existence  of  the  bank 
for  the  Lovell  Arms  Co." 

A  despatch  from  Los  Angeles  says  that 
Cole  will  remain  in  that  city  until  the  com- 
plaint is  received  from  Boston  and  the  war- 
rant for  his  arrest  is  served.  Assistant  Dis- 
trict Attorney  Casey,  who  appeared  for  the 
Government  in  a  case  of  alleged  violation  of 
the  bankruptcy  law.  this  morning  explained 
that  his  office  has  had  so  much  to  do  with  the 
arrest  of  Cole  thpt  it  has  been  unable  to  pre- 
pare for  the  case  and  it  was  accordingly  post- 
poned. 

Assignee  Barnes  said  yesterday:  "There  are 
two  companies  concerned,  the  John  P.  Lovell 
Arms  Co.  and  the  John  P.  Lovell  Company, 
which  operates  stores  in  a  number  of  places 
from  Providence,  R.  I.,  to  Bangor,  Me.  Both 
of  these  concerns  made  assignment  to  the 
same  assignees  in  each  case,  and  as  the  stocks 
are  large  they  must  be  examined  thoroughly 
before  we  know  what  the  financial  situation 
is,"  _ 

The  Lovell  Arms  Co,  was  founded  in  1841. 
John  P.  Lovell,  the  founder,  was  one  of  Bos- 
ton's earlier  big  mercliants.  Until  within  a 
year  or  two  of  his  death,  though  nearly  90 
years  of  age,  the  elder  Lovell  daily  attended 
the  Boston  store  and  took  a  perfunctory  part 
in  each  day's  doings.  The  thoughtless  some- 
times smiled  at  the  sight  of  this  very  old 
man  still  lingering  in  the  market.  The 
thoughtful  saw  in  it  the  son's  kindness,  the 
respect  of  the  father,  the  reverence  due  the 
founder. 

The  concern  got  its  first  taste  of  the  bicycle 
trade  about  '90,  through  the  Springfield 
Roadster,   the   inA'etition  of  W,   Ti.   McCune, 
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and  the  commercial  child  of  W.  L.  Yost. 
Later,  the  company  manufactured  or  had 
made  for  it  its  own  line  of  Lovell  bicycles. 

The  Lovell  Arms  Co.  was  personally  repre- 
sented to  the  trade  by  Colonel  Ben.  Lovell. 
This  Colonel,  about  in  the  early  fifties  as  to 
age,  is  an  aggressive,  genial,  wholesouled 
man.  He  has  quite  a  sane  grasp  of  business. 
He  is  respected  by  all  who  know  him  and  is 
universally  liked,  as  hearty,  wholesome  men 
are.  It  is  highly  probable  that  Mr.  Lovell, 
when  he  came  into  full  power  as  regards  the 
Lovell  Arms  Co.,  shouldered  a  load  which  no 
amount  of  integrity  or  enterprise   could  dis- 


charge.     "Colonel     Ben"     has    been     in    ill 
health  for  a  year  past. 

Here  is  a  theory  which  may  answer  the 
query  as  to  how  Cole,  as  president  of  the 
bank,  placed  so  much  money  in  the  Lovell 
business:  When  Cole  was  a  boy,  Lovell, 
senior,  secured  him  a  place  in  the  bank.  As 
Cole  developed  in  the  banking  business  he 
also  developed  gratitude  to  the  man  who 
started  him.  He  loaned  money  to  the  Lovell 
people.  He  loaned  them  more  and  more. 
Finally  he  was  obliged  to  place  Norcross,  as 
a  representative  of  the  bank,  in  virtual  charge 
of  the  Lovell  business. 


EAGLE  COMPANY  REBELS  AGAINST  THE  BOTTOM-BRACKET  PATENT. 


Fred  L  Johnson,  of  Iver  Johnson's  Arms 
&  Cycle  Works,  and  president  of  the  Cycle 
Trades  Protective  Association,  said  last 
week,  concerning  the  bottom-bracket  patent: 
"Within  the  next  week  or  so  we  will  be  able 
to  give  our  side  of  the  story  more  com- 
pletely." 

Reading  between  the  lines,  the  above  state- 
ment presumably  means  that  there  is  to  be 
immediate  consultation  between  the  trustees 
or  members  of  the  C.  T.  P.  A. 

Under  date  of  December  22,  the  Eagle  Bi- 
cycle Mfg.  Co.,  of  Torrington,  Conn.,  issued 
a  notice  to  the  trade,  in  reference  to  the  bot- 
tom-bracket patent,  as  follows: 

In  a  circular  dated  the  16th  inst.  the  American  Bi- 
cycle Co.  notifies  the  trade  that  it  owns  the  Smith 
patent  of  November  13,  1888;  that  it  contains  thirteen 
claims,  three  of  which  cover  all  safety  bicycles  now 
on  the  market.  Were  this  true,  why  is  it  that  the 
trade  has  waited  eleven  years,  only  to  be  given  this 
information  for  the  first  time  by  the  A.  B.  C.  ?  But 
the  statement  is  not  true.  Two  of  the  claims — the 
fourth  and  sixth — are  narrowly  restricted  to  a  con- 
struction not  usually  found  in  safety  bicycles  now  on 
the  market,  and  'both  are  for  constructions  lacking 
in  novelty  and  invention  and  not  patentable.  The 
first  claim  is  for  an  old  and  well-known  workshop 
expedient;  it  covers  nothing  of  novelty  and,  as  we 
are  advised,  is  void  beyond  a  shadow  of  doubt.  The 
trade  has  always  looked  upon  the  patent  as  being 
invalid  and  worthless.  Several  million  safety  bicy- 
cles   have     been     made     and     sold     since     the     Smith 


patent  was  granted,  but  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  only 
one  suit  was  ever  brought  upon  it,  and  that  was  al- 
lowed to  drag  along  for  four  years,  only  to  be  com- 
promised to  escape  trial.  The  patent  is  now  subject 
to  the  same  defenses  of  want  of  novelty  and  inven- 
tion and  of  laches  as  it  was  in  the  hands  of  its  prior 
owners. 

We  hereby  notify  the  trade  that  we  shall  protect 
our  agents  and  customers  against  any  suits  that  may 
be  brought  against  them  by  the  American  Bicycle 
Co. 


Harry  Cassady  has  left  town.  On  Tuesday, 
in  reply  to  a  request- for  a  list  of  concerns 
who  have  agreed  to  use  the  A.  B.  C.  bottom- 
bracket  license,  he  said:  "Not  yet.  It  is  sate 
to  say,  however,  that  we  have  arranged  with 
some  of  the  big  concerns." 

From  another  source  it  is  learned  that  a 
license  has  been  or  will  be  taken  by  the  Ex- 
celsior Supply  Co.,  of  'Chicago,  one  of  the 
biggest  distributors  of  parts  and  sundries  in 
the  middle  West.  It  was  understood  yester- 
day that  Mr.  Robey,  manager,  had  left  Chi- 
cago for  New  York  on  Tuesday  night. 

William  H.  Hill,  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Crosby  &  Mayer  Co.,  Buffalo,  spent 
Christmas  in  Passaic,  N.  J.,  his  old  home, 
and  visited  Mr.  Cassady  before  his  return. 

W.  H.  Fauber  also  visited  Cassady.  So  did 
Mr.  Burgess,  who  came  on  from  Mr.  Fau- 
ber's  office  in  Chicago. 


SOME  NEWS-BITS  CONCERNING  THE  AMERICAN  BICYCLE  CO. 


A.  B.  C.  Plant  In  Canada. 

Hamilton,  Ont.,  Dec.  23. — The  National 
Cycle  &  Motor  Co.,  the  Canadian  branch  of 
the  A.  B.  C,  has  secured  a  large  tract  of  land 
in  this  city  for  the  erection  of  its  new  plant. 
Work  on  it  will  be  commenced  early  in  the 
new  year  and  will  be  pushed  rapidly  to  com- 
pletion. The  building  will  be  three  stories  in 
height,  with  a  frontage  of  250  feet  and  a 
depth  of  300  feet.  The  most  'modern  methods 
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of  construction  will  be  used,  and  every  uiil 


ity  for  a  bicycle  and  motor  factory  will  be 
embodied.  The  drawing  herewith  shows  the 
general  outline  of  the  plans  adopted. 

While  the  new  factory  is  in  course  of  erec- 
tion the  company  will  use  the  Wanzer  factory, 
and  ample  machinery  for  its  operation  has  al- 
ready been  shipped.  One  of  the  inducements 
for  the  company  locating  in  Hamilton  was 
the  use  of  electric  power  at  a  very  low  cost, 
and  this  will  be  used  in  electric  welding  as 
well  as  in  other  necessary  ways. 

The  Eastern  Monarch  Manager. 

Charles  P.  Adams,  formerly  manager  of  the 
Boston  branch  of  the  Monarch  Company,  suc- 
ceeded Mr.  Paull  as  manager  of  the  Eastern 
headquarters  in  Warren  street.  New  York, 
when  Mr.  Paull  took  charge  of  the  foreign 
business  at  A.  B.  C.  headquarters. 

E.  J.  Day  Not  Out. 

It  has  boon  reported  Ihat  E.  J.  Day,  in 
charge  of  the  Chicago  oni(c  of  ihe  Western 
Wheel  Works,  had  resigned  to  give  all  of  his 


attention  to  a  neck-tie  factory  in  which  he  hits 
an  interest.  Manager  Tuttle,  of  the  N^w 
York  office,  said:  "I  guess  not.  I  have  a  lot 
of  mail  here  from  Mr.  Day,  who  gives  every 
indication  of  being  interested  in  the  A.  B.  C. 
and  the  cycle  trade.  I  am  going  West  to  see 
him  to-night." 

A.  B.  C.  Show  Features. 

It  is  still  early  to  catalogue  the  striking 
features  oi  the  A.  B.  C.  exhibits  at  the  New 
York  cycle  show.  In  the  Pope  Company 
space  a  bevel-gear-cutting  macliine  will  be 
operated.  In  the  exhibit  of  A.  B.  C.  parts 
factories,  under  Harry  Cassady's  charge,  will 
be  a  representation,  in  chains,  of  the  Brook- 
lyn Bridge.  A  feature  of  the  Tribune  exhibit 
will  be  Mile-a-Minute  Murphy,  in  home- 
trainer  work,  and  the  Tribune  he  used  in  his 
famous  ride  behind  a  train. 

A.  B.  C.  Securities. 

As  the  table  shows,  no  change  has  occurred 
in  A.  B.  C.  common  and  preferred,  while  the 
bidding  on  the  bonds  has  gone  up  two  points. 
On  Tuesday,  it  was  reported,  200  shares  of 
common  sold  at  17.  Few  bonds  are  offered, 
and  none  at  the  figures  bid. 

BONDS. 

Bid.  Asked. 

Tuesday,   Dec.   19 90  91 

Wednesday,   Dec.   20 90  91 

Thursday,   Dec.   21 90  91 

Friday,    Dec.    22 91  — 

Saturday,    Dec.    23 91  — 

Monday,  Dec.  25  (Holiday) —  — 

Tuesday,    Dec.    26 92  — 

PREFERRED   STOCK. 

Bid.  Asked. 

Tuesday,    Dec.    19 50  60 

Wednesday,    Dec.    20 50  60 

Thursday,    Dec.    21 50  60 

Friday,    Dec.    22 50  60 

Saturday,    Dec.    23 50  60 

Monday,  Dec.  25  (Holiday) —  — 

Tuesday,    Dec.    26 50  60 

COMMON   STOCK. 

Bid.  Asked. 

Tuesday,    Dec.    19 15  20 

Wednesday,    Dec.    20 , 15  20 

Thursday,    Dec.    21 15  20 

Friday,    Dec.    22 15  20 

Saturday,    Dec.    23 15  20 

Monday,    Dec.   25   (Holiday) —  — 

Tuesday,    Dec.    26 15  20 


Big  Brass  Combine  Formed. 

New  Haven,  Dec.  25. — The  combination  of 
Connecticut  brass  manufacturers  is  now  prac- 
tically concluded,  and  the  merging  will  be  ac- 
complished soon.  The  combination  by  the 
three  large  brass  and  copper  companies  in  the 
Naugatuck  Valley  is  to  be  called  the  Ameri- 
can Brass  Co. 

Concerning  the  above,  Joseph  Tripp,  secre- 
tary and  treasurer  of  the  20th  Century  Mfg. 
Co.,  New  York  City,  said  on  Tues'''.>y:  "It 
will  not  increase  the  cost  of  bicy  i.;  or  lamp 
material.  In  fact,  the  price  of  brass  has  gone 
down,  although  I  do  not  think  it  will  again 
go  as  low  as  it  was  last  year  at  this  time.  I 
think  this  combination  between  three  con- 
cerns will  not  disturb  the  brass  market  in  any- 
way. There  are  many  other  large  concerns. 
Up  there  in  Connecticut,  by  the  way.  you  are 
likely  to  find  the  same  stockholders  in  several 
different   companies." 

Incidentally,  Mr.  Tripp  said  that  the  new 
20th  Century  acetylene  lamp  is  being  cata- 
logued by  all  the  principal  jobbers,  and  "Gov- 
ernor" Castle,  just  nliiniid  fr"m  thf  middle 
West,  aftirmed  this, 
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A  POT-POURRI 


of  late  trade  news* 


Exports  Up  to  Date. 

Exports  of  cycles  and  parts  from  the  port 
of  New  York  for  the  week  ending  Dec.  26, 
189§-: 

Antwerp.— 17  cases  bicycles,  $2,627;  33  cases  bicycle 
material,  $915. 

Argentine  Republic— 51  cases  bicycles,  $4,693;  2 
cases  bicycle  material,   $18. 

British  Australia.— 40  cases  bicycles,  $1,530;  35  cases 
bicycle  material,  $838. 

Belfast.— 7  cases  bicycles,  $360. 

British  West  Indies.— 20  cases  bicycles,  $664;  9 
cases  bicycle  material,  $134. 

British  Guiana.— 1  case  bicycles,  $26;  1  case  bicycle 
material,  $24. 

Berlin. — 3  cases  bicycle   material,   $160. 

Brazil.— 25  cases  bicycles,  $2,213;  4  cases  bicycle  ma- 
terial, $104. 

British  Possessions  in  Africa.— 18  cases  bicycles, 
$1,414;  8  cases  bicycle  material,  $126. 

'Bremen.— 9  cases  bicycles,  $425;  6  cases  bicycle  ma- 
terial, $290. 

■Cuba.— 48  cases  bicycles,  $1,124;  14  cases  bicycle 
material,   $565. 

Dutch   Guiana.— 6  cases   bicycles,   $181. 

Dresden.— 1  case  bicycle  material,  $34. 

Genoa.— 14  cases  bicycle   material,   $2,483. 

Liverpool. — 7  cases  bicycles,  $268. 

London.— 10  cases  bicycle  material,  $1,591. 

Mexico.— 10  cases  bicycles,  $355;  1  case  bicycle  ma- 
terial, $32. 

Hamburg.— 22  cases  bicycles,  $764;  49  cases  bicycle 
material,  $1,750. 

St.  Petersburg.- 1  case  bicycles,   $88. 

Uruguay. — 2  cases  bicycles,   $272. 

Overman  Back  from  Europe. 

Springfield,  Mass.,  Dec.  21.— A.  H.  Over- 
man returned  to  his  home  in  this  city  yester- 
day, after  a  two  months'  trip  abroad.  He  had 
rather  a  rough  passage,  but  his  trip  on  the 
other  side  was  a  successful  one  in  many  re- 
spects. Mr.  Overman  went  abroad  for  the 
purpose  of  placing  his  newly  invented  auto- 
mobile upon  the  foreign  market,  and  took 
one  of  the  carriages  across  with  him.  Sev- 
eral foreign  firms  have  become  interested  in 
the  Overman  automobile,  and  arrangements 
are  now  being  carried  on  in  three  different 
countries  looking  to  the  manufacture  of  the 
carriages  abroad.  Everywhere  it  was  well  re- 
ceived, and  in  Paris  it  was  acknowledged,  Mr. 
Overman  says,  to  be  the  best  steam  carriage 
yet  put  upon  the  market. 

The  only  accident  that  happened  to  the 
carriage  was  when  it  was  being  taken  ofif  the 
steamer.  It  had  been  packed  in  a  case,  and 
this  was  caught  in  some  way  as  it  was  being 
unshipped,  and  was  injured.  This  caused  some 
delay,  but  no  serious  trouble,  and  the  accident 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  running  power  of 
the  machine.  Mr.  Overman  made  a  brief 
trip  to  Loii'Jon,  and  traveled  some  upon  the 
Continent,  but  the  automobile  was  not  taken 
out  of  Paris,  and  is  now  there.  He  intends 
to  return  to  Paris  in  the  first  part  of  January, 
but  has  no  definite  plans  formulated  as  yet. 

Mr.  Overman  said  that  he  preferred  to 
make  no  statement  in  regard  to  the  Overman 
Wheel  Co.  plant  in  Chicopee  Falls. 

Cheap  Tire  Market  Is  Tight. 

Manufacturers  of  low-priced  tires  are  not 
anxious  to  sell  goods  just  now,  but  the  story 
that  the  price  of  unguaranteed  tires  has  gone 
nip  90  cents  is  not  verified  by  those  qualified 


to  know.  Fifty  cents  would  be  closer  to  the 
actual  expected  increase  that  certain  strong- 
manufacturers  expect  to  get.  Two  of  the  big 
Ohio  tire  makers  are  making  no  quotations 
seriously  just  now.  Rubber  is  up,  and  may 
go  higher.  There  is  tire  patent  litigation 
in  prospect.  There  is  every  reason  for  cau- 
tion, and  there  is  no  danger  of  anybody  hur- 
rying to  get  the  business  under  present  condi- 
tions. If  a  prospective  customer  demands  a 
price  now  he  is  given  a  figure  which  is  about 
a  dollar  more  than  some  tires  actually  sold  for 
last  year  at  this  time;  but  the  price  is  not  made 
seriously. 

The  Butler  Company  Travelers. 

The  Butler  Company,  manufacturers  of 
Record  bicycles,  Butler,  Ind.,  write  that  their 
travelers  are  on  the  road  and  meeting  with 
the  most  encouraging  success.  The  routes 
and  travelers  covering  them  are  as  follows: 

Eastern  New  York,  eastern  Pennsylvania 
and  New  England:  D.  C.  Henry,  W.  S. 
Achorn,  C.  A.  Robinson,  G.  B.  Kimball. 

Western  New  York,  western  Pennsylvania 
and  Virginia:    E.  D.   Mills. 

Ohio:    F.  W.  Waite. 

Southern  Michigan:   J.  F.  Shugers. 

Indiana:    G.  W.  Hamilton. 

Iowa  and  the  West:    F.  S.  Duesenberg. 

Northern  Michigan  and  the  West:  S.  Pow- 
rie. 

Last  week  substantial  shipments  were 
made  to  South  Wales,  London,  St.  Peters- 
burg and  Holland. 

Baldwin  to  Manufacture  Chains. 

Worcester,  Mass.,  Dec.  23.— Ellory  A.  Bald- 
win, of  West  Upton,  inventor  of  a  self-adjust- 
ing bicycle  chain,  wants  to  interest  Worcester 
capital  and  start  a  factory  to  manufacture  the 
chain.  He  called  at  the  ofiiice  of  William 
Hart,  chairman  of  the  board  of  trade  com- 
mittee on  new  enterprises,  to  give  him  a 
chance  to  see  the  chain  and  to  offer  sugges- 
tions which  might  be  of  value  in  the  factory 
project.  The  West  Upton  man  intends  to 
put  much  work  into  his  plan  of  getting  money 
to  back  his  manufacturing  project.  He  is  so 
interested  in  his  plans  and  so  confident  that 
his  chain  is  all  he  claims  for  it,  that  he  is  con- 
sidering about  moving  to  Worcester  to  live. 

Change  in  Venezuela  Tariff. 

Consul  Plumacher,  under  date  of  Novem- 
ber 16,  1899,  from  Maracaibo,  sends  a  news- 
paper clipping  to  the  effect  that  the  National 
Executive  has  abolished  the  tariff  of  1899  and 
declared  the  tariff  of  1897  in  force  again. 

General  Wood  Will  Build  Roads. 

A  dispatch  from  Havana  on  Monday,  tell- 
ing of  the  various  movements  to  be  under- 
taken by  the  new  military  Governor,  General 
Wood,  says:  "The  question  of  roads  will  re- 
ceive speedy  attention.  General  Wood  be- 
lieves that  no  development  of  the  resources 
of  the  island  is  possible  without  roads.  Near- 
ly $2,000,000,  which  is  in  the  island  treasury. 


will     be     dcvolcd     to     public     impruveiucnts, 
which  are  sadly  needed." 

Stearns  Gets  Judgment. 

Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  23.— E.  C.  Stearns 
&  Co.  have  taken  judgment  on  the  report  of 
John  F.  Nash,  as  referee,  against  Harvey  W. 
Harmon,  doing  business  in  New  York  under 
the  name  of  Harmon  &  Dixon,  in  the  sum 
of  $412.20.  The  action  was  brought  to  re- 
cover a  balance  due  for  goods  sold  to  the 
amount  of  $3,043.75.  There  was  no  appear- 
ance before  the  referee  for  the  defendant. 

Marion  Cycle  Works  Busy. 

The  plant  of  the  Marion  Cycle  Works, 
Marion,  Ind.,  is  being  operated  heavier  than 
ever  before  at  this  time  of  year,  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  the  Halladay  crank-hanger,  ad- 
justable bars,  hubs  and  bicycles.  This  is  in 
accord  with  the  Marion  Company's  telegram, 
printed  last  week,  denying  the  published  re- 
port that  their  works  had  closed. 

Jury  Disagreed  in  Theft  Case. 

Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  23.— In  the  case  of 
Edward  Lean,  who  was  charged  with  steal- 
ing 450  bicycle  baskets  belonging  to  the 
Rochester  Bicycle  Combination  Holder  Co., 
the  jury  reported  to  Judge  Sutherland  that 
they  were  unable  to  agree  and  they  were 
discharged.  Lean  was  accordingly  allowed 
to  go  upon  his  own  recognizance. 

Lenapes  In  a  New  Factory. 

Henry  D.  Ruos,  proprietor  of  the  Lenape 
bicycle  factory  in  Doylestown,  Pa.,  has  pur- 
chased the  Doylestown  Agricultural  Works 
of  W.  Sharp  Hulshizer,  and  will  combine 
both  establishments.  The  building  occupied 
by  the  bicycle  works  has  been  purchased  by 
Alonzo  Nicholas,  whose  box  factory  was  re- 
cently destroyed  by  fire. 

Fay  &  Bowen's  Big  Spoke  Business. 

Fay  &  Bowen,  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  have  not 
bought  blanks  for  spokes  from  any  New  Eng- 
land manufacturer  for  about  two  years.  It  is 
understood  that  they  formerly  did  buy  blanks 
from  Morse  &  Keefer.  Now  they  not  only 
make  their  own  spokes  complete,  but  they  fur- 
nish millions  of  blanks  annually  to  others  to 
finish. 

Colonel  Dodge's  New  Address. 

Colonel  Theodore  A.  Dodge  has  moved 
his  headquarters  to  27  William  street,  which 
is  also  the  address  of  Ivins,  Kidder  &  Mel- 
cher,  the  Rubber  Goods  attorneys.  This 
move  puts  Colonel  Dodge  into  closer  touch 
with  his  recently  acquired  associates  in  the 
Tillinghast   tire   interest. 

Flint  Goes  Gunning. 

As  a  respite  from  a  long  siege  of  company 
organization,  not  only  in  the  bicycle  and  tire 
but  in  other  lines,  Charles  R.  Flint  goes  to 
South  Carolina  to-day  for  a  few  days  of  hunt- 
ing. Secretary  Sands  goes  with  him — and  the 
satchel  full  of  papers,  too,  presumably. 

The  tlodges  Failure. 

E.  C.  Hodges,  stock  broker  and  principal 
owner  of  "Bicycling  World,"  failed  yester- 
day. 
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of  the  leading  thinkers  and  movers  in  the  League  of  American 
Wheelmen. 

We  do  not  agree  with  those  who  believe  the  League  should 
drop  racing.  Road  improvement  is  grand  work.  So  is  the 
enhancement  of  touring.  The  latter  will  improve  with  the 
former.  But  racing  has  and  for  years  will  be  one  of  the  most 
potent  factors  in  maintaining  cycling  interests. 

Professionalism  in  sport  comes  and  goes.  It  has  been  so  in 
cycling.  It  is  an  outcropping  of  amateurism.  Amateurism  is 
the  root  of  sport  and  goes  on  forever.  Amateur  cycle  racing 
should  be  controlled  by  the  influence  best  able  to  control  it. 
That  influence,  that  strength,  remains  in  the  League  of  Ameri- 
can Wheelmerv 

For  the  sport  itself,  for  the  trade,  for  cycling  as  a  whole,  the 
time  is  ripe  for  the  League  to  once  more  cast  loose  the  pro- 
fessionals, who  never  have  been  and  never  can  be  permanently 
controlled.  All  temporary  disgust  with  mottled  conditions,  all 
desires  of  professional  promoters,  should  be  pushed  aside. 
The  right  plans,  and  the  right  men  to  operate  them,  can  be 
found.    It  has  been  done  before.    It  will  be  done  again. 
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THE   NEW  YEAR. 


WE  know  of  no  -better  material  for  a  New  Year's  edito- 
rial than  ;some  of  the  words  of  Benjamin  Franklin, 
that  sage  of  early  American  days,  whose  maxims  went 
'round  the  world  and  are  still  going: 

Save  and  have. 

Light  purse,   heavy  heart. 

Great  talkers,  little  doers. 

He  that  lietth  down  with  dogs  shall  rise  up  with  fleas. 

He  that  drinks  fast  pays  slow. 

Honors  change  manners. 

Well  done  is  twice  doine. 

He  that  sows  thorns  should  not  go  barefoot. 

There  is  no  little  enemy. 

A  fine  genius  in  his  own  country  is  like  gold  in  the 
mine. 


IN  a  Paris  cycling  journal  appears  an  advertisement  of  a 
French  cycle  maker,  to  this  efifect: 

The  Americans  are  bluffers  (French  version:  "Bluff eurs").  Every- 
body knows  that.  Their  factories  are  ill  run  on  a  colossal  scale  and 
their  production  is  in  proportion.  But  their  conceit  is  likewise. 
Other  countries  do  not  count  with  them.  Where  is  France  going  to 
come  in?  They  have  combined  with  their  friends,  the  English,  to  ruin 
our  industry  and  impose  their  manufactures  upon  us.  They  have 
come  here  in  order  to  ascertain  the  Frenchman's  good  taste,  copy  it 
carefully  at  home,  and  then  exclude  our  products  by  levying  a  pro- 
hibitive tariff  of  35  per  cent  upon  them,  whereas  we  good-naturedly 
admit  their  bicycles  at  35  francs  each.    Patronize  home  industry  and 

ride  's  chainless  wheels!    Send  the  Americans  back  to  America! 

To  Chicago  with  the  foreigners! 

Inaccuracy  and  lack  of  commercial  logic  will  do,  when  a 
Frenchman  blows  through  the  horn  of  patriotism.  We  imag- 
ine poor  Chicago  and  the  American  export  trade  will  live 
through  it  all. 


A  GOOD  YEAR  AHEAD. 


CONTROL  OE  RACING. 


A  LETTER  from  Conway  W.  Sams,  of  Baltimore.     He  is 
chief  consul  of  Maryland  Division,  L.  A.  W.,  and  chair- 
man of  the  L.  A.  W.  Rights  and  Privileges  Committee: 

I  have  read  your  editorial  entitled  "Settle  the  Racing  Squabble," 
and  wish  to  say  to  you  that  I  agree  with  what  is  said  in  that  editorial. 
I  have  a  plan  for  accomplishing  the  settlement  of  this  matter.  I  be- 
lieve that  some  arrangement  can  be  made  between  the  two  bodies — 
the  N.  C.  A.  to  govern  the  professional  racing  and  the  L.  A.  W.  to 
control  the  amateur.  This  plan  is  simply  in  the  rough  at  present  and 
has  not  been  completed.  It  requires  a  good  deal  of  thought,  because 
there  are  a  great  many  points  in  the  matter  which  are  apt  to  cause 
trouble,  if  not  thought  over  carefully  just  at  this  time.  Lack  of  time 
prevents  my  giving  you  this  plan  in  full  at  present,  but  I  shall  be  very 
glad  at  some  future  date  to  tell  you  what  I  am  after  and  what  my 
ideas  are.  ' 

We  are  glad  to  find  that  the  plan  we  outlined  last  week  re- 
ceives such  excellent  support.    Mr.  Sams  is  recognized  as  one 


WHATEVER  differences  of  opinion  there  may  be  con- 
cerning the  details  of  policy  to  be  followed  by  the 
various  factors  in  the  business,  it  is  widely  agreed  that  the 
cycle  trade  is  in  a  better,  firmer  state  of  organization  than  at 
any  previous  period  in  its  history.  The  palmy  days  are  over. 
The  "big"  demand  came,  was  filled  to  satiety,  and  will  never 
come  again.  In  the  very  largest  cities  and  suburbs,  where  the 
life  is  feverish,  the  present  scarcity  of  the  general  rider  is 
noticeable.  But  one  has  only  to  visit  the  average  city  to  regain 
any  confidence  that  may  have  been  lost  in  the  larger  popula- 
tive  centres.  When  the  men  who  work  at  the  bench  and  at  the 
desk,  and  the  managers  who  control  them,  use  the  wheel  every 
working  day,  as  is  done  in  hundreds  of  cities  the  country  over, 
the  only  available  conclusion  is  that  the  bicycle  is  a  fixture  that 
cannot  be  measurably  affected  by  any  other  form  of  transporta- 
tion. 

The  exclusive  cycle  dealer  grows  scarce.  He  will  become 
scarcer.  Natural  conditions  govern  this.  The  repair-man  has 
not  been  over-prosperous  of  late.  The  flood,  of  cheap  wheels 
has  injured  him.     But  his  day  is  coming  again.     The  jobber 
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and  the  manufacturer  will  not  have  the  prolits  they  formerly 
had,  but  they  are  cutting  their  cloth  to  the  new  measure. 

Palminess  has  gone.  Retrenchment  has  occurred.  Perma- 
nency is  here.  There  is  every  indication  of  a  prosperous,  if 
conservative,  demand  for  the  year  1900.  The  organization  of 
the  trade  is  now  such  that  all  who  are  entitled  to  do  so  should 
find  a  fair  profit  in  the  business  of  that  year  and  the  years  to 
follow. 

•X-  *  * 

THE  old-time  bugaboo,  that  the  cycle  show  delays  specifica- 
tions from  manufacturers  and  orders  from  the  dealers,  is 
being  revived.  A  prominent  material  man  stated  the  other 
day  that  a  number  of  manufacturers  were  showing  an  inclina- 
tion to  withhold  specifications,  evidently  desiring  to  wait  until 
after  the  coming  show,  in  order  that  they  may  see  what  their 
neighbors  are  going  to  have  before  fully  deciding  on  their  own 
models.  A  traveling  man  who  covers  the  Eastern  States  says 
that  the  old  tale,  "See  you  at  the  New  York  show,"  is  heard 
again,  with  variations,  especially  among  the  large  dealers. 

♦     ♦     • 

BUFFALO  dealers  are  using  a  plan  which  in  the  past  The 
Wheel  has  strongly  recommended.  The  plan  is  to  buy 
machines  for  future  delivery,  but  to  begin  paying  weekly  now. 
If  by  the  time  a  machine  is  delivered  the  buyer  has  paid  even 
as  little  as  |10  or  $15,  the  weekly-payment  habit  has  been 


formed  and  is  likely  to  continue  until  the  debt  is  fully  paid. 
Some  Buffalo  dealers  are  collecting  f2  a  week. 

*  «     « 

WE  are  still  wondering  why  Editor  Sturmey,  of  the  Lon- 
don "Cyclist,"  did  not  visit  New  York  during  his  re- 
cent American  tour.  We  would- have  been  pleased  to  have  es- 
corted him  a  short  distance  on  a  "before-breakfast  ride  to 
Pike's  Peak  and  back."  Let's  see,  wasn't  it  Sturmey's  paper 
that  announced  the  decision  of  the  "chief  of  pohce  of  Ohio"  to 

keep  bicycles  off  sidewalks? 

*  *     » 

CONSIDERING  the  great  elasticity  of  the  subject,  and  the 
unusual  strain  to  which  recent  events  have  submitted 
some  of  its  best  brains,  it  is  not  anatomically  surprising  that 
the  lately  contrived  tire  deals  were  the  work  of  the  longest 
heads  in  the  rubber  business. 

*  «     * 

A  TRAVELER  for  an  export  house,  returned  from  South 
America,  says  that  in  Brazil,  and  several  other  of  the 
South  American  countries,  the  trade  papers  which  he  saw  most 
frequently  were  The  Wheel  and  "Scientific  American." 

*  •     * 

LEGISLATIVE  mills  grind  slowly,  and  a  prospective  high 
import  duty  on  cycles,  now  in  process  in  Germany,  is  not 
likely  to  be  in  force  before  1904.    Meantime,  empires  may  fall. 


A  FEW  WORDS  ABOIT  TRAINING  THE  BRAIN  TO  THINK. 


"ANOTHER    ONE    OF    THOSE    'JOURNAL'    THINGS.' 


TWO    centuries    back    a    young    man    of   twenty-three    sat    in    the 
quiet  of  the  evening— THINKING. 
His   'body   was    quiet,    his    vitality,    his    Hfe,    all    his    powers,    were 
centred  in  his  brain. 

Above,  the  moon  shone,  and  around  him  rustled  the  branches  of 
the  trees  in  his  father's  orchard. 

From  one  of  the  trees  an  apple  fell. 


No  need  to  tell  you  that  the  young  man  was  Newton;  that  the 
fall  of  the  apple  started  in  his  READY  brain  the  thought  that  led  to 
his  great  discovery,  giving  him  fame  to  last  until  the  last  star  shall 
fade  from  heaven. 

How  splendid  the  achievement  born  that  moment!  How  fortu- 
nate for  the  world  and  for  the  youth  Newton,  that  at  twenty-three 
his  brain  had  cultivated  the  HABIT  OF  THOUGHT! 


Our  muscles  we  share  with  everything  that  lives — with  the  oyster 
clinging  to  his  rock,  the  whale  ploughing  through  cold  seas,  and  our 
monkey  kinsr^an   swinging  head  down   from  his  tropical   branch. 

These  muscles,  useful  only  to  cart  us  around,  help  us  to  do  slave 
work  or  pound  our  fellows,  we  cultivate  with  care. 

We  run,  fence,  ride,  walk  hard,  weary  our  poor  lungs  and  gather 
pains  in  our  backs  building  the  muscles  that  we  do  not  need. 

Alone  among  animals,  we  possess  a  potentiality  of  mind  develop- 
ment unlimited. 

And  for  that,  with  few  exceptions,  we  care  nothing. 


Most  of  us,  sitting  in  Newton's  place  and  seeing  the  apple  fall, 
would  merely  have  debated  the  advisability  of  getting  the  apple  to  eat 
it — just  the  process  that  any  monkey  mind  would  pass  through. 

A  Newton,  A  BRAIN  TRAINED  TO  THINK,  sees  the  apple 
drop,  asks  himself  why  the  moon  does  not  drop  also.  And  he  dis- 
covers the  law  of  gravitation  which  governs  the  existence  of  every 
material   atom    in   the  universe. 

Young  men  who  read  this,  start  in  NOW  to  use  your  brains. 
Take  nothing  for  granted,  not  even  the  fact  that  the  moon  stays  in 
her  appointed  place  or  that  the  poor  starve  and  freeze  amid  plenty. 

Think  of  the  things  which  are  wrong  and  of  the  possibilities  of 
righting  them.     Study  your  own  weaknesses  and  imperfections.   There 


is  power  in  your  brain  to  correct  them,  if  you  will  develop  that 
power. 

As  surely  as  you  can  train  your  arm  to  hold  fifty  pounds  out 
straight,  just  so  surely  can  you  train  your  brain  to  deal  with  problems 
that  now  would  find  you  a  gaping  incompetent. 

You  may  not  be  a  Newton.  But  if  you  can  condescend  to  aim  at 
being  an  inferior  Sandow,  can't  you  afford  to  try  even  harder  to  be  an 
inferior  Newton? 

Don't  be  a  muscular  monkey.  Be  a  low-grade  philosopher  if  you 
can't  be  high  grade,  and  find  how  much  true  pleasure  there  is  even 
in  inferior  brain  gym'uastics. 


Take  up  some  problem  and  study  it: 

There  goes  a  woman,  poor  and  old.  She  carries  a  heavy  burden 
because  she  is  too  sad  and  weak  to  fight  against  fate,  too  honest  to 
leave  a  world  that  treats  her  harshly. 

There  struts  a  youngster,  rich  and  idle. 

How  many  centuries  of  hell  on  earth  will  it  take  to  put  that 
woman's  load  on  that  other  toroad,   fat,  idle  back? 

Answer  that  one  question,  and  your  life  will  not  have  been 
wasted. 


It  is  THOUGHT  that  moves  the  world.  In  Napoleon's  BRAIN 
are  born  the  schemes  that  murder  millions  and  yet  push  civilization 
on.  The  mere  soldier,  with  gold  lace  and  sharp  sword,  is  nothing 
— a  mere  tool. 

It  is  the  concentrated  thought  of  the  English  people  under  Puritan 
influence  that  makes  Great  Britain  a  sham  monarchy  and  a  real 
republic  now. 

It  is  the  thought  of  the  men  of  independent  MIND  in  this  country 
that  throws  English  tea  and  English  rule  overboard  forever. 

Don't  wait  until  you  are  old.  Don't  wait  until  you  are  ONE 
DAY  older.     Begin  NOW. 

Or,  later,  with  a  dull,  fuzzy,  useless  mind,  you  will  realize  that 
an  unthinking  man  might  as  well  have  been  a  monkey,  with  fur 
instead  of  trousers,  and  consequent  freedom  from  mental  responsi- 
bility, or  self-respect. 
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A.  B.  C  ADVERTISING  PLANS, 

OUTSIDE  OF  TRADE  JOURNALS. 


James  E.  Sullivan,  advertising  manager  for 
the  American  Bicycle  Co.,  told  in  last  week's 
"Printers'  Ink  "  of  his  plans  for  the  general 
advertising  policy  of  the  company.     He  said: 

"We  are  igoing  to  spend  about  a  half  mill- 
ion dollars  in  1900.  We  shall  use  the  dailies, 
the  weeklies  and  the  regular  monthly  maga- 
zines. Not  in  one  section  only  but  all  over 
the  country.  Then  as  regards  out-door  ad- 
vertising, we  shall  go  in  largely  for  poster 
work,  and  the  best  stations  we  can  secure  for 
effective  display  in  paint.  The  poster  and 
paint  iwork  will,,  of  course,  be  confined  to 
large  ^cities  and  perhaps  to  railroad  fences." 

"Are  the  various^ concerns  in  t)he  Trust  to 
be  advertised  individually?"  was  asked. 

"The  w'hole  business  will  be  divided  into 
nine  distinct  divisions,  certain  wheels  getting 
the  bulk  of  the  publicity  in  certain  divisions. 
Around  the  East  here  the  Columbia,  Crescenit, 
Cleveland  and  Spalding  bicycles  will  be 
pushed;  that  is,  specially  pushed.  The  terri- 
tory wherein  a  particular  wheel  seems  to  be 
the  favorite  will  be  particularly  covered  with 
advertising  for  that  machine." 

"How  do  you  intend  to  spend  the  bulk  of 
your  advertising   appropriation?" 

"In  the  daily  papers.  I  know  that  they  are 
the  best  mediums  we  can  use,  hence  the  bulk 
of  the  money  will  go  to  them." 

"What  makes  you  think  they  are  the  best 
mediums?" 

"I  don't  merely  think  so,  I  know  it.  I 
have  been  in  the  advertising  business  long 
enough  to  know  a  good  many  of  the  ropes, 
and,  for  results,  I  shall  pin  myself  to  the  dai- 
lies. For  quick  and  tangible  results  my  ex- 
perience has  taught  me  that  the  daily  paper, 
considering  its  cost,  is  the  best  for  advertis- 
ing most  salable  goods." 

"But  you  are  also  going  to  use  weeklies  and 
magazines?" 

"Certainly.  That  is,  to  reach  a  lot  of  peo- 
ple who  do  not  see  the  dailies.  Many  people 
in  country  districts  do  not  care  to  be  both- 
ered with  a  daily  newspaper,  but  they  will 
read  the  local  weekly  simply  on  account  of 
its  personal  gossip  about  people  they  know. 
As  for  the  'magazines,  they  are  read  largely 
by  the  leisure  class,  and  are  read  more  care- 
fully and  oftener  than  a  newspaper.  By  us- 
ing all  three  kinds  of  mediums  we  cannot 
miss  any  of  the  people  we  want." 

"And  then  as  regards  your  out-door  adver- 
tising?" 

"The  most  of  it  will  be  done  where  the 
most  people  are,  or  travel.  Out-door  display 
is  very  good  advertising  where  the  crowds 
can  be  reached.  Considering  its  cost — ^and 
some  of  it  certainly  comes  high — ^I  believe 
poster  and  sign  work  a  good  investment  when 
placed  right.  Of  course  it  requires  a  lot  of 
watching  and  checking,  and  all  that,  but 
there  are  some  of  the  ipresent  contractors  for 
out-door  advertising  who  have  so  perfected 
their  methods  of  handling  business  that  an 
advertiser  can  be  satisfied  that  he  is  getting 
all  the  service  he  pays  for  when  'he  has  placed 
a  contract  with  them." 

"What  other  methods  of  advertising  are 
you  going  to  use,  Mr.  Sullivan?" 


"We  shall  use  the  street  cars,  of  course,  in 
the  big  cities,  and  as  soon  as  we  get  started 
in  the  new  year  I  will  be  glad  to  consider  any 
kind  of  advertising  scheme  that  may  recom- 
mend itself  to  me  as  being  of  value  to  us. 
There,  you  see,  is  an  invitation  to  all  novelty 
men  and  advertising  schemers.  Speaking  of 
novelties,  we  shall  use  a  good  many  of  these 
at  the  National  Cycle  Show  to  be  held  in  New 
York  early  in  the  year.  Whatever  kind  of 
advertising  I  think  will  benefit  us  in  any  way 
will  certainly  be  used." 

"D.o  you  not  think  that  there  will  be  less 
advertising  of  bicycles  in  future  than  there 
was  in  the  past  as  a  consequence  of  the 
Trust?" 

"Not  at  all.       We  are  going  to  keep  the 


quality  and  the  quantity  of  our  advertising 
at  a  high  standard.  It  will  be  just  as  aggres- 
sive as  formerly.  The  only  difference  is  that 
it  will  be  conducted  under  one  head  instead 
of  from  many  individual  concerns.  Because 
several  firms  have  consolidated  their  inter- 
ests it  does  not  follow  that  they  wish  to  cur- 
tail their  advertising.  I  think  you  will  see  a 
greater  volume  of  bicycle  advertising  next 
year  than  you  have  done  hitherto,  and  I  have 
,good  reason  to  suppose  that  it  will  be  better 
advertising,  too. 

"Another  question,  Mr.  Sullivan;  will  the 
newspaper  and  magazine  advertisements  be 
illustrated  or  otherwise?" 

"I  should  say  that  they  will  be  mostly  illus- 
trated— that  is  with  cuts  of  the  particular 
wheels  advertised.  The  preparation  of  most 
of  them  is  now  going  on,  and  I  cannot  tell 
you  any  more  about  them  until  they  appear. 
I  am  making  contracts  as  last  as  I  find  ac- 
ceptable papers  to  use.  Before  the  new  year 
I  expect  to  have  prospectively  laid  out  all 
next  year's  advertising  appropriation." 


THE  1900  BICYCLE  OITLOOK  fROM  AN  A.  B.  C.  STANDPOINT. 


The  following  appeared  in  the  New  York 
"Herald"  on  Tuesday.  Its  ear-marks  indicate 
that  it  originated  in  the  new  A.  B.  C.  adver- 
tising department: 

There  will  be  little,  df  any,  apprediable  change  in  the 
imod'els  of  construction  of  next  year's  bicycles  from 
those  of  this  year's  pattern  anid  buUd.  Inquiry 
among  local  dealers  has  elicited  the  fact  that,  while 
in  quality  and  workmanship  iniproviements  will  be 
made  where  poissible,  the  imodels  in  both  lOhain  and 
chainless  wheels  will  be  practically  unchanged. 

With  most  manufacturers  there  is  a  tendency 
toward  Idgfater  .machines,  while  with  a  few  the  coaster 
brake  or  "free  wiheel"  will  be  featured.  Many  of  the 
makers  oomiposing  the  American  Bicycle  Co.,  or 
"Cycle  Trust,"  will  give  .more  attention  to  the  chain- 
less  bicycle  than  tO'  the  dhain-driven  wheel.  Tihey  be- 
lieve itlhait  the  experimental  stage  of  the  chainlesiS  has 
been  passed,  and  tlnat  before  the  close  of  another 
year  it  will  have  superseded  the  chain  machine  in 
popmlarity. 

The  improvement  in  the  bevel-'gear  type  of  chain- 
less  to  be  imarketed  next  year  will  be  a  reduction  of 
several  pounds  in  weight.  Chainless  models  that  for- 
merly weighed  from  twenty-six  to  thirty  pounds  will 
be  reduced  to  three,  four  and,  in  some  cases,  five 
pounds.  A  constant  rider  will  appreciate  the  value 
of  this  improvement. 

LIGHTER    FRAMES   AND  SiROKES. 

The  reduotion  in  weight  will  be  accomplished  by  a 
general  lighteniing  of  the  tubular  framing  and  of  the 
spokes  in  the  wheel.  Some  ^makers  bad  increased 
the  number  of  spokes  in  the  wheel  from  forty  to 
forty-four,  the  new  makes  being  of  smaller  design  and 
lighter.  In  several  of  the  highest  grade  machines  the 
front  forks  are  being  lightened  without  lessen- 
ing their  strength.  For  the  first  time  several  of  the 
bevel-gear  models  will  be  fitted  with  the  new  coaster 


brakes,   which   by   many  are   considered   an    improve- 
ment. 

One  rnanufaoturer  announces  that  toe  will  put  no 
"roadster"  on  the  market  next  year.  His  experience 
has  been  that  lightly  constructed  wheels  are  not 
broken  by  heavy  riders  so  often  as  by  reckless  riders. 
Somie  of  the  light  wheels  buiHt  by  this  maker  will  be 
fitted  with  one  and  three-quarter  inch  tires  for  heavier 
riders. 

Another  manufacturer  announces  a  combination  of 
bevel-gear  and  cushion-frame  bicycle.  He  thinks  the 
two  ooimbined  will  make  a  popular  mount  with  long- 
distance tourists  and  others  by  whom  comfort  is 
sought.  This  same  maker  has  reduced  the  length  of 
his  cranks  from  seven  to  six  and  a  half  inches,  though 
tlie  longer  ones  will  be  supplied  when  ordered. 
REDUCTION    IN    PRICES. 

Several  firms  will  put  their  1899  mounts  on  the  mar- 
ket agaiin  without  other  change  save  a  reduction  in 
price. 

As  has  been  told  in  .the  "HieraJd,"  the  prices  of 
chainless  wheels  of  'the  highest  type  next  year  will 
be  $75  and  $60,  while  chain-driven  wheels  will  vary 
froim  $25  to  $50,  according  to  grade.  At  tihie  latter 
price,  however,  the  best  chain  wheels  built  may  be 
boiuglit.  The  most  important  feature  to  the  average 
purdhaser  probably  will  be  the  fact  that  next  year  he 
may  buy  good-grade,  well-built,  easy-running  wheels 
for  $35  and  $40,  while  even  the  wheels  listed  at  $25 
will  be  strong  and  serviceable. 

Tandems  were  in  such  small  demand  this  year  that 
many  firms  have  entirely  ceased  their  manufacture. 
Those  that  have  not  done  so  will,  with  one  or  two  ex- 
ceptions,  put  out  the  models  of  189S  and  1899. 

Several  makers  who  have  added  automobile  fac- 
tories to  their  bicycle  plants  will  make  a  feature  of 
specially  constructed  .motor  cycles  for  one  or  two  per- 
sons. Gasoline  will  be  the  motive  power  of  most  of 
these,  and  prices  wiU  vary  from  $300  to  $500  for  a  ma- 
chine. 


flETY-THOlSAND-DOLLAR  SLIT  AGAINST  NEW  BRINSWICK  RIBBER  CO. 


The  suit  of  Lucius  J.  Phelps  and  Samuel 
K.  Dingel  against  the  New  Brunswick  Rub- 
ber Co.  for  $50,000  was  begun  dn  Trenton, 
N.  J.,  last  week,  before  Justice   Collins. 

Messrs.  Phelps  and  Dingel  are  under  a 
contract  whereby  they  were  to  assume  di- 
rection of  the  making  of  rubber  bicycle  tires 
at  the  factory  of  the  New  Brunswick  Rubber 
Co.  They  were  to  be  paid  an  annual  salary, 
and  were  to  receive  2J  per  cent  of  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  business  for  five  years.  Un- 
der the  contract,  if  the  business  proved  un- 
profitable and  should  be  discontinued  at  any 


time  during  the  term  of  five  years,  the  agree- 
ment was  to  be  annulled.  They  claimed  that 
they  were  discharged  at  the  end  of  twelve 
months,  but  that  the  factory  continued  to 
manufacture  tires  by  their  processes.  They 
sue  for  $9,500  due  on  the  company's  state- 
ment for  the  first  two  and  a  half  years  up 
to  the  time  of  their  discharge,  and  for  the 
commission  on  the  net  business  of  the  fac- 
tory for  the  balance  of  the  contract  term. 

The  New  Brunswick  Rubber  Co.  recently 
sold  its  plant  and  business  to  the  New  Bruns- 
wick Tire  Co. 
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A  UW  AGAINST  BICYCLE  THIEVES. 


Cleveland  Dealers  Will  Urge  Legislature  to  Pass  a 

Law  Making  Bicycle  Stealing  Grand 

Larceny. 

Cleveland,  Dec.  25. — George  Collister  and 
several  other  well-known  Cleveland  dealers 
are  considering  the  advisability  of  enlisting 
the  wheelmen  of  the  State  to  secure  the 
passage  of  a  bill  before  the  Ohio  Legislature, 
making  it  a  penitentiary  ofTense  to  steal  a  bi- 
cycle. In  Ohio,  and  a  number  of  other  States, 
it  is  a  criminal  offense  to  steal  a  horse  of  any 
kind,  even  though  it  may  be  worth  less  than 
$35,  which  is  the  limit  of  value  for  a  charge 
of  petit  larceny  in  this  State.  The  claim  is 
made  that  the  bicycle  is  now  as  much  a  neces- 
sity, and  perhaps  more  so,  to  certain  classes. 
than  the  horse,  and  it  should  have  the  same 
protection. 

It  has  been  a  remarkable  fact  that,  although 
a  large  number  of  bicycle  thieves  have  been 
captured  in  Cleveland,  very  few  of  them  have 
suffered  what  would  be  called  a  just  penalty 
for  their  crime.  Shrewd  attorneys  hired  by 
the  thieves  have  invariably  brought  up  the 
point  that  the  bicycle  costs  less  than  $35  to 
build,  therefore  the  theft  of  a  machine  cannot 
be  called  grand  larceny.  In  a  number  of 
cases  they  have  called  upon  bicycle  dealers  to 
testify  as  to  the  value  of  the  machines  shown 
in  court,  and,  although  the  dealers  have  al- 
wa3's  been  in  sympathy  with  the  wheelmen, 
they  have  felt  forced  to  confess  that  the  aver- 
age bicycle  cost  less  than  the  figure  men- 
tioned, and  especially  a  second-hand  machine 
could  not  be  worth  that  sum.  On  one  or  two 
occasions  where  a  number  of  bicycles  have 
been  stolen,  attorneys  have  made  it  a  point 
that  the  machines  were  taken  from  different 
parties,  therefore  the  theft  of  each  machine 
must  be  considered  as  a  separate  theft,  and  in 
this  way  the  guilty  ones  have  escaped  with 
light  punishment.  On  one  occasion  lately 
where  a  tandem  was  stolen  a  responsible 
dealer  had  the  poor  judgment  to  get  up  and 
testify  that  the  machine  would  not  bring  $35, 
despite  the  fact  that  it  was  a  first-class  make 
in  excellent  condition. 

In  the  face  of  such  instances  as  these  it  is 
small  wonder  that  the  police  officials  have  be- 
come disgusted  in  trying  to  hunt  down  bicy- 
cle thieves,  and,  as  a  result,  the  loss  of  wheels 
has  been  very  large  this  season. 

The  proposition  made  by  Mr.  Collister  and 
other  dealers  is  that  the  bicycle  is  worth  just 
what  the  wheelman  paid  for  it.  He  could  not 
buy  another  machine  of  the  same  quality  for 
less  than  that  figure,  consequently  the  loss  of 
his  wheel  means  the  loss  of  that  amount  of 
money,  pure  and  simple.  They  hold  that, 
while  some  machines  can  be  purchased  for 
less  than  .$35,  the  best  wheels  cost  more  than 
tliat  figure.  An  especially  strong  point  is 
made  of  the  fact  that  the  bicj-cle  in  the  hands 
of  a  poor  man,  where  used  going  to  and  from 
work,  is  indispensable;  one  of  the  necessities 
of  his  welfare,  and  should  be  protected  by 
law.  The  movement  is  unquestionably  a  just 
one  and  it  will  doubtless  meet  with  a  good 
reception. 


Directors  Are  Liable. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Georgia  held,  in  the 
recent  case  of  Guenther  vs.  Baskett  Coal  Co., 
that  creditors  of  a  corporation  who,  as  di- 
rectors, have  permitted  the  corporation  to  be- 


come indebted  in  excess  of  the  limit  pre- 
scribed by  its  articles  must  be  postponed  to 
other  creditors  who  had  no  notice  of  the 
financial  condition  of  the  corporation  when 
their  debts  were  created,  and  that  under  the 
section  of  the  Kentucky  General  Statutes, 
which  prescribes  that  any  person  who  has 
sustained  injury  from  the  fraudulent  failure  to 
comply  with  articles  of  incorporation  may 
recover  damages  therefor,  directors  are  per- 
sonally liable  for  debts  which  they  have  per- 
mitted the  corporation  to  contract  in  excess 
of  the  limit  prescribed  by  the  articles. 


lUc;} 


A  New  Design  in  Lamps. 

A  gas  lamp  that  is  attracting  considerable 
attention  in  the  trade  owing  to  its  many  novel 
features  and  general  attractiveness  is  the  M. 
&  W.  Duplex,  manufactured  by  the  Matthews 
&  Willard  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Waterbury,  Conn. 
This  lamp,  as  can  be  seen  from  the  accom- 
panying picture,   is  different   from   any   lamp 


on  the  market.  The  cylinders,  one  for  water 
and  the  other  for  carbide,  are  three  inches  in 
length,  connected  by  a  valve  which  automati- 
cally regulates  the  gas  and  water.  Owing  to 
the  large  cooling  surface  of  the  chambers, 
the  gas  is  always  cold,  considerably  increas- 
ing the  illuminating  properties  and  giving  a 
flame  of  175  candle-power  and  preventing 
carbonizing  of  the  tip. 


Lock-It  to  Stop  Thieves. 

In  these  days  of  organized  gangs  of  cycle 
thieves  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  a  Boston 
firm  has  brought  out  a  bicycle  holder  that 
will    enable  the   rider  to   leave   his   wheel    un- 


watched,  with  the  satisfaction  of  knowing 
that  it  is  safe  until  he  returns.  Butcher's 
Lock-It,  manufactured  by  the  Butcher  Mfg. 
Co.,  of  25  Haverhill  street,  Boston,  Mass.,  is 
the  holder  referred  to.  It  is  made  of  annealed 
iron  and  steel  wire,  and  is  so  arranged  that 
after  the  wheel  is  in  it  can  be  swung  either 
way  close  to  the  wall  and  so  taking  up  but  little 
room.  It  can  be  put  up  anywhere,  singly  or 
in  any  number  of  them,  on  strips  of  wood  or 
one-inch  pipe.  After  the  wheel  is  placed  in 
the  Lock-It  a  locking  bar  is  pushed  to  the 
front  of  the  rim  and  can  be  securely  held  in 
place  by  a  small  padlock. 


Will  Protect  Customers. 

On  one  of  the  advertising  pages  of  this  is- 
sue will  be  found  the  copies  of  letters  that 
have  passed  between  the  Fredrick  Mfg.  Co., 
of  New  York  City,  and  Brown  &  Wales,  of 
Boston,  regarding  the  position  the  Fredrick 
company  will  assume  toward  its  customers  in 
the  matter  of  threatened  suits  for  alleged  pat- 
ent infringements.  The  letter  of  the  Boston 
concern  shows  that  it  :has  been  notified  it 
may  be  made  the  defendant  in  a  suit  for  the 
alleged  infringement,  as  they  carry  the  Fred- 
rick adjustable  handle-bar.  They  immediately 
wrote  the  Fredrick  Company,  asking  what  the 
latter  would  do  in  such  cases,  and  the  reply 
received  is  anything  but  evasive.  The  Fred- 
rick Company  states  to  its  customers  in  no 
equivocal  terms  that  it  will  protect  them  to 
the  limit,  and  further  states  that  its  bar  is 
not  an  infringement  of  any  other  article  now 
on  the  market.  The  company  pledges  the 
financial  standing  and  reputation  of  its  house 
as  being  behind  its  product. 


G.  &  J.  Tire  Announcement. 

The  G.  &  J.  Tire  Co.,  with  headquarters  at 
Indianapolis,  have  mailed  the  following  an- 
nouncement: 

We  have  acquired  .the  tire  business  of  the  Gormully 
&  Jeiifery  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Chicago,  111.,  togetlier  with  the 
G.   &  J.  tire  patent«. 

We  shall  devote  our  attention  exclusively  to  manu- 
facturing amd  marketing  G.  &  J.  detachable  tires.  It 
shall  be  our  aim  to  produce  the  highest  grade  of  goods 
and  to  give  the  best  of  service.  We  have  a  large  stock 
on  hand  and  shipmenits  of  large  or  small  orders  will 
he  made  promiptly. 

Soliciting   yowT  valued   orders,   we  are, 
Yours  respectfully. 

G.  &-   T.  Tire   Co. 


•■.\  ki;.\u.\l)i;k  of  su.\i.\ii-'.r  d.ws." 
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Watch  for  Manson  Travelers! 

We  will  show  you  their  pictures  next  week  and  leave  it  to  you  to  say  how  you  like  them.     Like  all  of  us,  they  have 

their  peculiarities. 
Did  You  Ever  Have  a  Deaf  and  Dumb  Salesman  Visit   Vou  ?     No  ?     Well,  that's  what  ours  are.     Deaf   and 

dumb,  they  utter  not  a  word,  yet  give  you  more  information  than  the  highest-priced  or  smoothest-talking 

salesman  that  ever  took  out  a  sample.     They  are  as  modest  as  the  violet,  yet  are  the  boldest  fellows  that  ever 

entered  your  doors.     They  do  not  come  until  invited  and  then  wait  at  your  doors  until  bidden  "Come  in." 
A  few  of  the  things  Our  Travelers  DON'T  Do— They  don't  waste  our  time  in  gossiping  nor  take  up  yours  that 

way;  they  don't  run  down   competitors'  goods  instead  of  talking  up   our  own;  they  don't  offer  you  cheap 

cigars  nor  invite  you  to  the  theatre  nor  ask  you  to  drink  with  them,  though  they  are  the  friendliest  and  most 

sincere  fellows  in  the  world.  •* 

A  Few  of  the  Things  They  DO  Do— They  paralyze  you  when  you  look  at  them  and  learn  their  prices,  although 

they  never  say  a  word;  they  offer  you  the  chance  of  your  lives  to  make  money,  yet  they  are  not  "con"  men; 

they  are  nat  afraid  any  trust  will  knock  them  out  of  a  job.     No  trust  dare  employ  such  travelers.     No  trust 

can,  in  fact. 

This  partial  description  of  our  new  travelers  may  sound  extravagant  to  you,  but   our  travelers  don't  seem  to 

mind  it  a  bit  and  just  keep  on  saying  nothing  and  selling  bicycles. 

Don't  close  until  you  have  seen  our  1900  Travelers. 

This  is  Where  They  Will  Come  From 
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MANSON   CYCLE   CO.,   manson  square.  CHICAGO. 


SHOW  ROOM: 
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MASONIC    TEMPLE 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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ROTUNDA. 
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MILWAIKEE  MAKERS  BISY. 


Andrae  Well   Represented  in  New  England 
Bars    Going    Abroad  —  Bremer 
Satisfied. 


Claus 


Milwaukee,  Dec.  23.  —  Geo.  F.  Kehew, 
J.  C.  Patterson  and  A.  J.  Clark,  representing 
Geo.  F.  Kehew  &  Co.,  53  Hanover  street, 
Boston,  Mass.,  have  covered  the  New  En- 
gland States  like  a  blanket  for  the  Andrae 
people,  and  the  gentlemen  themselves  are  as- 
tonished at  the  number  of  orders  they  have 
secured  for  Andrae  wheels. 

The  Clans  Handle-Bar  Co.  made  another 
foreign  sihipment  during  the  past  week.  The 
Claus  bar  ds  in  great  demand  in  foreign  coun- 
tries where  high-grade  wheels  are  generally 
used,  and  the  Claus  Company  prides  itself  on 
having  one  of  the  finest  bars  in  the  market, 
being  especially  adSpted  for  'bigh-igrade  and 
the  better  class  of  (wheels. 

The  sundry  and  bicycle  catalogues  of  Bre- 
mer Bicycle  Works  are  being  printed  and  will 
soon  be  ready  for  distribution.  Though  Mr. 
Bremer  -was  the  first  bicycle  maker  in  Mil- 
waukee, the  firm  is  young  in  the  business,  and 
is  meeting  with  success,  and  tihey  have  been 
invited  to  join  the  Manufacturers'  Protective 
Association. 


Toledo  Company  Sues  Labor  Leaders. 

Toledo,  O.,  Dec.  23.— The  Standard  Tube 
and  Forkside  Co.  is  just  now  in  the  throes  of 
a  strike  and  there  are  rumors  of  war  among 
those  now  in  the  employ  and  others  on  the 
outside.  In  order  to  protect  themselves,  if 
possible,  the  company  has  filed  a  unique  suit 
in  Common  Pleas  Court.  As  far  as  can  be 
ascertained  it  is  the  first  suit  of  its  kind  ever 
filed  in  a  local  court  of  record.  The  company 
sues  the  International  Union  of  Bicycle 
Workers  and  Allied  Mechanics,  its  president, 
John  Mulholland,  and  secretary,  George  Bu- 
chanan. 

The  company  asks  that  the  defendants  be 
enjoined,  first,  from  interference  by  patrol; 
second,  from  obstructing  the  workmen  al- 
ready employed  from  leaving  the  works  or 
from  letting  others  enter;  third,  from  intim- 
idating the  employes;  fourth,  from  concoct- 
ing any  schemes  or  conspiracies  in  order  to 
hinder  the  workings  of  the  factory,  and  fifth, 
from  trespassing  on  the  private  property  of 
the  company. 


United  States  Catalogue. 

The  annual  catalogue  of  United  States  bi- 
cycles, made  by  Frank  Sturges,  Chicago,  111., 
is  off  the  press  and  is  a  creditable  production. 
The  booklet  is  handsomely  printed,  shows  the 
models  in  sections  and  complete,  and  each  is 
tersely  described  in  well-written  phrases.  The 
maker  has  been  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  metal  ware  for  34  years  and  understands 
every  branch  of  it.  His  catalogue  shows  how 
thoroughly  he  is  informed  on  the  making  of 
bicycles.  ,    ^ 

"Ten  Nights  in  a  Bar  Room." 

This  is  the  title  of  an  ingenious  little  pam- 
phlet issued  by  the  Claus  Handle-Bar  Mfg. 
Co.,  of  Milwaukee.  It  was  arranged  by  the 
Cramer-Krasselt  Co.,  and  tells  in  a  captiva- 
ting way  the  experiences  of  an  expert  who 
spent  ten  nights  in  the  "bar"  factory  of  the 
Claus  Company  with  the  night  shift,  the  com- 


pany now  running  night  and  day.  Clever  as 
is  the  title,  it  is  no  more  so  than  the  text- 
matter,  which  tells  in  comprehensive  detail 
all  the  processes  in  making  Claus  bars.  It  is 
tastily  illustrated  and  is  creditable  alike  to  the 
Claus  Company  and  the  designers. 


S'tem  below  the  airndhamber  of  iBhe  handle-bars,  said 
air-ohambers  haviing  a  oommunioation  conirolled  by 
an  upwardly-pressible  valve,  the  front  fork  carrying  a 
piston  which  is  movable  vertically  in  the  air-chamber 
of  the  steering-stem,  and  a  restricted  passage  between 
the  two  diambens,  substantially  as  set  forth. 


A  Novelty  in  Fork-Crowns. 

The  illustration  shows  an  invention  of  J.  M. 
Baker,  of  Lafayette  Hill,  Pa.  The  specifica- 
tions accompanying  the  patent,  recently 
granted,  give  a  clear  description  of  the  device, 
as  follows: 


Meiselbach  Is  Banqueted. 

Milwaukee,  Dec.  23. — The  testimonial  ban- 
quet given  in  honor  of  A.  D.  Meiselbach  at 
the  Zautcke  Hall  last  Saturday  evening  was 
a  grand  success.  The  company,  which  num- 
bered about  eighty  of  Mr.  Meiselbach's 
friends,  sat  down  to  the  banquet  board,  which 
bad  been  bountifully  spread  and  beautifully 
decorated,  at  about  9.30  o'clock  and  from  that 
time  until  nearly  midnight  the  guests  were  re- 
galed with  dainty  viands  and  sparkling  wines,, 
while  flashes  of  wit  and  strains  of  beautiful 
music  mingled  with  the  floods  of  oratory  of 
the  speakers  of  the  evening.  P.  J.  Kelly,  in 
behalf  of  the  company,  presented  Mr.  Meisel- 
bach with  a  beautifully  engraved  gold-headed 
cane  as  a  token  of  their  esteem  and  admiration 
for  him  as  a  friend  and  a  citizen. 


Brake  and  Chainless  Gears.   ' 

The  Reading  Automobile  and  Gear  Co.,  of 
Reading,  Pa.,  issues  a  pamphlet,  showing  the 
Star  disc  adjusting  hubs  and  the  Gentry 
chainless  gears.  The  Wyoma  coaster  and 
brake  is  a  novelty,  shown  in  the  little  sheet, 
which  shows  this  and  the  other  features  in 
neat  illustrations.  The  Gentry  gear  is  the 
one  used  with  so  much  success  by  Frank 
Starbuck  and  other  well-known  riders,  and 
is  of  the  direct  variety. 


1.  In  a  bicycle,  the  coimbin^ion  of  the  ste-ering- 
stem  having  an  enlarged  crown  at  the  lower  end 
thereof,  the  front  forks  movable  vertically  in  said 
crown  and  having  a  crown  within  tihe  crown  of  the 
steiering-stem,  and  an  elastic  cushion  arranged  in  said 
crown  and  engaged  by  the  crown  of  the  front  forks 
substantially  as  set  forth. 

2.  In  a  bicycle,  the  coimbination  with  the  handle- 
bars having  an  air-chamber  formed  at  the  lower  end 
of    tJie   stem,   an   air-chamber   formed   in   the   steering- 


Roller  Skates  and  Bicycles. 

An  embossed  cover  envelope— ^with  a  hand- 
some heraldic  design — encloses  the  new  cata- 
logue of  the  Henley  Bicycle  &  Roller  Skate 
Works,  Richmond,  Ind.  The  front  portion 
is  devoted  to  the  famous  Henley  skates  and 
the  latter  to  Henley  bicycles.  The  illustra- 
tions are  in  fine  half-tones  and  the  reading 
matter  is  sharp  and  business-like. 


'WHERE  PLEASURE  REIGNS  AND  CARE  DEPARTS." 
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Cleveland  Bicycles. 


♦♦♦♦♦♦ 


GOOD  WISHES. 


We  should  like  to  wish  the  Bicycle  Dealers  of  this  country  a 
New  Year  full  of  success  and  happiness  without  dragging  in  the 
"Shop,"  but  somehow  "Success"  and  "Happiness"  in  the  Bicycle 
business  are  so  intimately  associated  with  the  sale  of  Clevelands  that 
it  is  neither  profitable  nor  desirable  to  separate  them.  We  could 
wish  the  trade  at  large  no  more  good  fortune  than  that  they 
might  all  have  the  privilege  of  selling  the  CLEVELAND  line  for 
1900-why  just  think  of  it!  THE  BEST  CLEVELAND  AT  $50!  It's 
small  wonder  that  our  reports  show  an  increase  of  business  almost 
equal  to  ONE  HUNDRED  PER  CENT. 

Then,  too,  we  have  the  VIKING  at  $40,  and  the  NIAGARA  at 
$25  and  $30;  both  RIGHT  for  the  money.  One  of  our  best  agencies 
writes  the  following: 


* 


* 


"Sample  Niagara  just  received;  we  are  surprised 
and  pleased  to  find  it  so  good  a  machine  for  the  money;  you  may 
safely  count  on  our  using  not  less  than  two  hundred  of  these  during 
the  season."        *        *        * 


* 


We  invite  inquiries  from  all  good  dealers;    our  goods  and   busi- 
ness policy  are  pleasing. 


DON'T 
fOROET 
THE 
^       ,^,    NAME- 

fcVEUJl  L  PUTE. 


AMERICAN  BICYCLE  COMPANY, 

Lozier   Sales    Department, 


CLEVELAND,  OHIO. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Points  from  Advertisers*  1 

WHAT    OUR    PATRONS    SAY.  I 


Spinroller  Company:  The  rollers  spin. 
Hundreds  say  it  runs  like  oil. 

National  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.:  What  you  get 
for  your  money  is  as  important  as  the  amount 
3-ou  pay. 

Brennan  Handle-Bar  Co.:  Without  a  rival. 
Without  a  peer.  Adjustable,  reversible,  sim- 
ple,  durable. 

Kirk  Mfg.  Co.:  We  doubled  our  business 
last  year.  Dealers  can  do  the  same  if  they 
have  push  and  are  agents  for  the  Yale  line 
of  bicycles. 

Davis  Sewing  Machine  Co.:  This  company 
is  an  independent  corporation — not  a  "branch" 
of  any  trust  nor  a  member  of  any  combina- 
tion. 1900  Daytons  lower  in  price — higher  in 
quality. 

Record  Pedal  Mfg.  Co.:  They  rest  the 
feet.  A  balance  pedal  on  which  you  can  ef- 
fect an  instantaneous  change  from  rubber  to 
rat-trap  by  just  thinking  about  it.  Two  ped- 
als in  one  at  the  one-pair  price. 

Julius  Andrae  &  Sons  Co.:  Any  high- 
priced  imitation  that  resembles  the  Andrae 
is  easier  to  sell  than  one  that  doesn't  resem- 
ble it.  There  is  nothing  like  it  on  the  market 
— nothing  so  fine,  so  swell,  so  slick. 

The  George  N.  Pierce  Co.:  We  will  handle 
our  own  business  as  in  the  past.  We  have 
given  a  season's  guarantee.  Our  prices  are 
right  for  "Tried  and  True"  wheels.  All  our 
old  agents  have  renewed.     That  proves  it. 

Claus  Handle-Bar  Mfg.  Co.:  Every  work- 
man in  our  factory  is  a  Vulcan  at  his  trade. 
The  same  men  who  made  Claus  bars  last  year 
are  making  them  now.  Every  Claus  bar  made 
has  the  ear-marks  of  perfect  workmanship. 
No  Claus  bar  is  finished  until  it  is  perfect. 

Leland  &  Faulconer  Mfg.  Co.:  Unlike  any 
other  gears  ever  seen  on  earth  before.  Are 
cut  absolutely  correct  after  hardening.  We 
grind  them  perfectly  true  and  correct  after 
they  are  hard.  This  was  never  attempted  be- 
fore by  man.  Bevel  gear  chainless  is  right 
if  it  has   our  gears.     Otherwise!    Otherwise! 

Badger  Brass  Mfg.  Co.:  "Fools  step  in 
where  angels  fear  to  tread."  New  and  un- 
tried lamps  and  old  and  unsatisfactory  ones 
make  claims  that  even  the  Solar,  with  its  un- 
paralleled record  of  past  success,  would  hard- 
ly dare.  "We  ain't  much  on  talking,"  but 
we  know  that  you  know  the  Solar  is  all  right 
all  over. 

A.  B.  C,  Lozier  Salqs  Dept. :  We  should 
like  to  wish  the  bicycle  dealers  of  this  country 
a  new  year  full  of  success  and  happiness  with- 
out dragging  in  the  "shop,"  but  somehow 
"success"  and  "happiness"  in  the  bicycle  busi- 
ness are  so  intimately  associated  with  the  sale 
of  Clevelands  that  it  is  neither  profitable  nor 
desirable  to  separate  them.     We  could  wish 


the  trade  at  large  no  more  good  fortune  than 
that  they  might  all  have  the  privilege  of  sell- 
ing the  Cleveland  line  for  1900. 

Waltham  Mfg.  Co.:  Do  you  want  to  handle 
a  bicycle  that  is  already  half  sold?  Would 
you  like  to  have  the  prestige  of  a  gilt-edged 
line  that  has  never  been  cheapened  iby  a  bar- 
gain price?  Have  you  enough  Twentieth 
Century  progression  to  represent  a  concern, 
that  will  make  you  an  automobile  agent?  Are 
you  aware  that  we  are  in  touch  with  each  of 
our  dealers  and  furnish  them  powder  weekly 
for  their  advertising  spaces?  These  are  lead- 
ing questions  that  will  lead  to  the  leading 
bicycle. 

New  Tire  Repair  Tool. 

H.  Overbaugh,  335  Broadway,  New  York 
City,  will  control  and  market  Isbill's  new 
tire  repair  tool, 
for  which  a  patent 
has  just  been  se- 
cured. The  outfit 
consists  of  the 
three  parts  here- 
with illustrated  in 
exact  size,  and  the 
usual  tube  of  ce- 
ment. Mr.  Over- 
baugh exhibited 
the  device  in  this 
ofTice  last  week.  It 
is     certainly      the 

simplest  thing  of  its  kind.  Tool  No.  2  is  in- 
serted through  the  cup.  No.  1.  Both  are  then 
pushed  through  the  punc- 
ture into  the  tire.  Tool 
No.  2  is  withdrawn,  and 
No.  1  remains  in  the 
puncture.  Then  cement 
is  placed  on  the  needle  of 
No.  3,  which  is  then 
thrust  through  No.  1. 
The  shoulder  on  No.  3 
pre\-ents  the  cement  from 
escaping,  on  the  contrary 
forcing  it  into  the  tire 
by  compression.  The 
needle  is  then  twisted 
and  withdrawn,  causing  the  cement  to  form 
a  button  or  plug  inside  the  tire. 

The  device  is  also  suitable  for  automobile 
tires. 


1 


J 


r. 


Discussing  Brown's   Record. 

Last  week  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  pub- 
lished as  an  ad.  in  several  trade  journals  a 
letter  from  Will  Brown,  stating  that  the  ad- 
vertisements of  the  Waltham  Mfg.  Co.  and 
tlie  Wilniot  &  Hobbs  Mfg.  Co.,  which  claimed 
that  he  had  made  certain  records  on  an  Ori- 
ent, were  "absolutely  false,"  and  further  add- 
ed that  these  and  other  records  which  he 
holds  were  made  on  a  Spalding. 

In  this  week's  issue  of  this  paper  the 
Waltham  Mfg.  Co.  in  an  advertisement  ad- 
mit that  they  were  mistaken  in  claiming  such 
records,    and    apologize,    but   show   that  *tJhe 


mistake  was,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  an  excusa- 
ble error  on  their  part.  They  state  that  Brown 
had  been  riding  an  Orient,  and  that  acting 
on  what  they  considered  reliable  information 
they  had  advertised  the  record  as  made  on  an 
Orient,  but  that  investigation  showed  the 
claim  to  be  incorrect.  They  reproduce  a  fac- 
simile of  a  letter  from  Will  Brown,  ad- 
dressed to  them,  dated  December  19,  which 
apparently  bears  out  their  statement  that  they 
believed  and  had  good  reason  to  believe  that 
the  re-cords  were  made  on  an  Orient,  although 
apparently  contradicted  in  Brown's  own  state- 
ment in  a  letter  of  December  8  to  the  Amer- 
ican Bicycle  Co.  Brown's  letter  is  all  the 
more  interesting  because  he  not  only  claims 
to  have  made  the  records  on  an  Orient,  but 
on  account  of  it  asked  the  Waltham  Mfg.  Co. 
to  furnish  him  some  parts  free  of  charge,  as 
he  wished  to  continue  to  ride  their  bicycle 
the  coming  season  on  tracks  around  New 
York. 

The  evidence  submitted  by  the  Waltham 
Mfg.  Co.  is  most  satisfactory  to  the  manu- 
facturers of  Orient  bicycles  and  of  brass-lined, 
anti-rust,  safety,  clincher  tubing. 


To  Assist  Paris  Exiiibitors. 

Commissioner-General  Peck  has  designated 
the  International  Freight  and  Transportation 
Bureau  of  the  National  Association  of  Manu- 
facturers to  assist  exhibitors  at  the  Paris  Ex- 
position in  the  forwarding  -of  their  exhibits. 
William  C.  Barker,  Produce  Exchange,  New 
York,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  as- 
sociation in  charge  of  that  work,  states  that, 
owing  to  the  lack  of  storage  room  on  the  Ex- 
position grounds,  it  has  been  thought  neces- 
sary to  provide  temporary  storage  facilities 
at  the  port  of  entry  on  the  other  side,  where 
exhibits  can  fee  stored  when  discharged  from 
the  vessel,  and  held  until  wanted  by  the  Bu- 
reau of  Installation  at  Paris.  Therefore  the 
National  Association  of  Manufacturers  has 
arranged  for  the  ocean  transportation,  ware- 
housing for  sufficient  time  and  the  transpor- 
tation to  the  Exposition  buildings  for  one 
charge,  so  that  American  exhibitors  will 
know  just  what  it  is  going  to  cost  them  for 
the  transiportation  of  their  exhibits  from  the 
seaport  of  this  country  to  the  Paris  Exposi- 
tion buildings  before  shipment  is  made. 


Lozier  Will  Have  Extensive  Business. 

Cleveland.  Dec.  23. — The  prospective  loca- 
tion of  the  Lozier  launch  business  seems  to 
be  a  great  mj'stery  to  Toledo  newspaper  men. 
Last  week  they  had  it  that  a  portion  of  the 
bicycle  factory  known  as  the  annex  would 
continue  to  be  used.  Another  report  says 
that  E.  R.  Lozier  has  secured  a  contract  on 
the  plant  formerly  occupied  by  Baker  Bros., 
on  South  Erie  street.  The  truth  of  the  mat- 
ter is  that  both  factories  will  probably  be  *- 
used,  for  the  present  at  least.  The  hulls  and 
"hoat  parts"  of  the  launches  will  be  built  in 
one  factory,  while  the  engines  and  other  ma- 
chinery will  be  constructed  in  the  other. 
Plenty  of  room  will  be  required,  for  inside  of 
a  year  it  is  a  safe  wager  that  the  launch  busi- 
ness will  only  be  a  feature  of  the  H.  A.  Lozier 
Power  Co.,  as  the  new  concern  is  to  be  called. 


New  Bottom  Bracket. 

A  new  bottom  bracket  has  been  invented 
by  Frank  E.  Southard,  of  the  Toledo  Metal 
Wheel  Co.,  which  is  claimed  to  be  entirely- 
new  in  construction  and  in  no  way  infringes 
patents  now  in  existence. 


1899. 


as 


n^HREE  distinct  lines,  each  complete  in  itself.     Each  embodying  strong  constructional  features 
■*■      appealing  to  both  dealer  and  rider.    Distinctive   finish.     Narrow  tread.     High-class   equip- 
ment.    Agencies   made   for   each   line    separately   in   all   unoccupied  territory.     We  want  your 
business  and  have  an  attractive  proposition  to  offer  you.     Write  us  now.  ^         ^  ^ 


STEARNS  BICYCLES. 

The    Yellow    Fellow. 


BARNES    BICYCLES. 

The    White    Fiver. 


SYRACUSE  BICYCLES. 

Crimson    Rims. 


1900    HODBI/S.  List  Price 

Model  "A,"  Men's  Roadster,  weight 

23/^  pounds I40.00 

Model  "C,"   for   Women,   weight  25 

pounds » 40.00 

Special,  lyight  Road   Bicycle,  weight 

21/^  pounds 50.00 

Track  Racer,  weight  20  pounds 60.00 

Model  "K,"  Men's  Pneumatic  Cushion 

Frame,  weight  24^  pounds 60.00 

Model  "L,, "  Pneumatic  Cushion  Frame 

for  Women,  weight  26  pounds 60.00 

Model  "M,"  Men's  Sager-Gear  Chain- 
less,  weight  26  pounds 75-oo 

Model  "N,"  Sager-Gear  Chainless  for 

Women,  weight  27  pounds 75-oo 

Model  "G,"  Men's  Bevel-Gear  Chain- 
less,  weight  26  pounds 75-00 

Model  "H,"  Bevel-Gear  Chainless  for 

Women,  weight  27  pounds 75-Oo 

Combination  Tandem,  weight  45  lbs.  75.00 

Diamond  Tandem,  weight  40  pounds,  75.00 

Model  No.  20  Tourist,  for  Men,  weight 

24  pounds 25.00 

Model  No.  30   Tourist,   for  Women, 

weight  24 >^  pounds 25.00 


1900    MODSI/S.  List  Price 

Model  16,  Men's  Road  Wheel,  weight 

24  pounds I40.00 

Model  17,  Ladies' Road  Wheel,  weight 

24>^  pounds 40.00 

Model  30,  Men's  Special  Road  Wheel, 

weight  23^  pounds 50.00 

Model  33,  Superba  or   Ladies'   Light 

Road  Wheel,  weight  24)^  pounds,  50.00 
Model  31,  Barnes  Road  Racer,  weight 

11%  pounds 60.00 

Model  32,  Barnes  Track  Racer,  weight 

loYz  pounds 60.00 

Model  34,  Double   Diamond,  Double 

Steering  Tandem,  weight  44  lbs.,  75.00 
Model     35,      Convertible      Tandem, 

weight  46  pounds 75-oo 

Model  36,  Racing  Tandem 75-00 

Model  37,  Men's  Bevel-Gear  Chainless,  75.00 
Model  38,Ladies' Bevel-Gear  Chainless,  75.00 

Model  39  A,  Men's  Cushion  Frame 60.00 

Model  39  B,  Ladies'  Cushion  Frame...  60.00 

The    Corsair,    Men's     Road     Model, 

weight  25^  pounds 25.00 

The    Corsair,    Ladies'    Road   Model, 

weight  24  pounds 25.00 


1900    MODEI,S. 

List  Price 
Special,      Men's      Light      Roadster, 

weight  22  pounds $50.00 

Ladies'  Special,  Light  Road   Wheel, 

weight  23>^  pounds 50.00 

Track  Racer,  weight  20  pounds 50.00 

Pacer,  Men's  Roadster,    weight  24^^ 

pounds 40.00 

Thelma,    Ladies'     Roadster,     weight 

25  pounds 40.00 


Empire,    No.    20    Model,     for    Men, 

weight  24>^  pounds 25.00 

Empire,  No.   30  Model,   for  Women, 

weight  24  pounds 25.00 


For  California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Nevada, 
New  Mexico,  and  Arizona,  address : 

American  Bicycle  Company, 
San  Francisco  Branch, 

STEARNS  SALES  DEPARTMENT, 

No.  2  JO  McAllister  Street. 


American  Bicycle  Company, 

STEARNS  SALES  DEPARTMENT, 

SYRACUSE,  N.  Y. 


Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 
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SINGLE-TUBE  TIRES. 


THE    TILLINGHaST     PATENT 
HAS    BEEN    SUSTAINED 

By  a  decree  in  the  U.  S.  Court  of  the  First  Circuit  on  Nov.  14,  1899. 

The  following  licensees  alone  are  authorized  to  make  and  sell   Single-Tube  Tires 
for  bicycles: 


B.  F.  GOODRICH  CO. 
HARTFORD  RUBBER  WORKS. 
REVERE  RUBBER  CO. 
MECHANICAL  FABRIC  CO. 
FISK  RUBBER  CO. 


BOSTON  WOVEN  HOSE  &  RUBBER  CO. 
NEWTON  RUBBER  WORKS. 
HODGMAN  RUBBER  CO. 
L.  C.  CHASE  &  CO. 
WESTERN  WHEEL  WORKS. 


All  licenses  heretofore  held  by  other  manufacturers  have  been  cancelled  for 
non-payment  of  royalty.  A  claim  by  any  manufacturer  except  the  above  to  have 
a  valid  license  is  false. 

No  licenses  covering  tires  for  use  on  vehicles  have  as  yet  been  issued. 
Manufacturers,  dealers  and  all  other  persons  are  warned  not  to  make,  sell  or  use 
any  unlicensed  tires. 

The  undersigned  believes  it  wiser  to  rely  on  the  opinion  and  decree  of  a  Judge 
of  the  United  States  Court,  after  nearly  a  year's  mature  consideration  of  evidence, 
briefs  and  arguments,  than  on  the  opinion  of  any  firm  of  lawyers  whatsoever,  and 
notifies  the  trade  that  he  shall  claim  full  damages  for  future  infringements. 

THEODORE  A.  DODGE, 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  RoOM    I  238    N.    Y.    LiFE   BlDG.,    NeW   YoRK    CiTY. 
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EUROPEAN  TRADE  NEWS. 


Reports  Show  Finances  in  Good  Condition— Several 
Changes  in  Names  of  Concerns. 

The  cycle  saddle  factory  of  Leopold  & 
Hartman,  in  Rothenburg,  has  been  declared 
bankrupt.  The  Aachener  Steel  &  Spokes 
Factory  of  Karl  Schwanenmeyer,  Limited, 
have  published  their  annual  report,  according 
to  which  a  net  profit  of  $30,000  has  been 
made.  The  Ruhin  Cycle  Works,  of  Duis- 
burg,  will  be  reconstructed  and  registered  as 
a  limited  concern.  Nine  and  a  half  per  cent 
dividends  will  be  paid  for  the  last  business 
year  on  the  whole  shares  of  the  Thuringische 
Nadel  and  Stahlewaarenfabrik,  in  Ohrdruff. 

One  o'f  ithe  biggest  German  concerns,  the 
Brelefeld  Machine  &  Cycle  Works,  can  look 
back  on  a  satisfactory  business  year,  which 
enables  them  to  pay  a  dividend  of  5  per  cent 
against  6  in  the  last  season. 

The  cycle  factory  "AllHeil,"  in  Dresden, 
has  been  declared  bankrupt.  The  cycle  and 
motor  factory  of  Gebrueder  Bieber,  in  Duis- 
burg,  'has  been  transformed  into  a  limited 
company,  trading  as  Duisburger  Eisenwaar- 
en  and  Fahrradfabrik,  Limited.  The  capital 
is  $87,500,  and  the  future  business  will  be  kept 
in  line  with  the  old  tradition.  The  Triumph 
Cycle  Works,  in  Nuremberg,  will  .pay  no  div- 
idend on  this  year's  business,  and  the  Victoria 
Cycle  Works  in  the  same  town  follow  suit. 

Director  Bruna  Zirrgiebel,  the  founder  and 
general  manager  of  the  Leip'sic  Cycle  Works 
in  Leipsig,  well  known  in  the  English  trade, 
has  severed  all  connection  with  the  firm.  The 
Fahrzengfabrik  has  Ibeen  visited  by  a  serious 
conflagration.  The  well  known  hardware 
and  cycle  accessories  factory  of  Gebr.  Fudick, 
in  Velbert,  has  been  registered  as  a  limited 
company  under  the  name  of  Bisengiesserei 
and  Schloss. 

The  1900   Wavcrley. 

The  announcement  is  made  that  the  1900 
model  of  the  Waverley,  which  for  many  years 
has  had  an  exclusive  patronage  in  certain  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  will  soon  be  ready  for 
delivery.  The  Monarch  Sales  Dept.  of  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.,  with  headquarters  at 
Chicago,  111.,  and  20  Warren  street.  New 
York,  will  have  entire  control  of  the  market- 
ing of  this  wheel,  and  are  desirous  of  hearing 
from  all  agents  who  handled  the  Waverley  bi- 
cycle last  season.  Agents  located  in  terri- 
tory at  present  unoccupied  should  communi- 
cate with  the  Monarch  Sales  Dept.  at  once. 
The  information  is  also  volunteered  that  the 
Waverley  will  be  vastly  improved  and  will  bear 
comparison  with  any  wheel  on  the  market.  It 
will  be  sold  for  $35;  men's  and  women's  alike. 
There  is  little  doubt  that  the  news  will  bring 
satisfaction  to  a  large  number  of  agents  who 
have  successfully  handled  this  make  in  years 
past. 

The  Porsyth  line. 

A  compact  and  well-illustrated  catalogue  is 
that  of  the  Forsyth  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Buffalo,  N. 
Y.  It  is  just  from  the  press,  and  while  show- 
ing the  bicycle  specialties  manufactured  by 
the  company,  it  states  that  it  also  will  receive 
orders  for  anything  in  the  line  of  sheet-metal 
stamping.  The  articles  particularly  shown 
are  the  Forsyth  pedals,  adjustable  spanners, 
coasters,  detachable  hand-brakes,  brake- 
spoons,    handle-bar   clamps    and    connections. 


brake-fittings,  rear  fork-ends,  lamp-brackets, 
chain-guards,  sprocket-guards  and  cups  and 
cases.  Each  article  is  clearly  shown  in  an 
engraving,  making  the  catalogue  a  judicious 
advertisement  for  the  Forsyth  Company, 
which  is  known  for  its  originality  and  pains- 
taking care  in  manufacturing. 


man  that  the  defendant  had  withdrawn  from 
a  firm  to  which  the  salesman  sold  goods  for 
the  plaintiff  was  notice  to  the  plaintifif  so  as 
to  relieve  the  defendant  from  liability  for  the 
price  of  the  goods  sold. 


Salesmen  Have  Agents'  Authority. 

The  Kentucky  Court  of  Appeals  held,  in  the 
recent  case  of  Ach  et  al.  vs.  Barnes  et  al., 
that   notice   to   the   plaintiff's   traveling   sales- 


Kelly  Bars  in  Canada. 

The  Canadian  branch  of  the  Kelly  Han- 
dle-Bar  Co.,  which  was  announced  some  time 
ago,  has  been  established  at  99  Adelaide  street, 
West  Ontario.  For  convenience  the  company 
is  called  the  Kelly  Adjustable  Bar  Co.,  Ltd. 


Points  About  the  New  Dayton  Models. 


The  1900  models  of  the  Dayton  line,  made 
by  the  Davis  Sewing  Machine  Co.,  of  Day- 
ton, O.,  have  been  completed.  The  new  line 
consists  of  four  models  of  single  wheels  and 
four  models  of  tandems,  as  follows:  Model 
42,  men's  special  roadster;  model  43,  special 
track  racer;  model  40,  men's  roadster;  model 
41,  ladies'  roadster.  Illustrations  of  models 
40  and  42  are  shown  herewith. 

But  little  change  has  been  made  in  the  lines 
of  the  frames  for  1900,  the  principal  diiifer- 
ence  being  that  the  rear  stays  are  brazed  to 
lugs,  forming  a  part  of  the  seat-post  cluster 
forging. 

The  crank-hanger  of  all  men's  wheels  is 
dropped  three  inches,  and  in  the  frame  of 
the  ladies'  models  two  and  one-half  inches. 
In  single  wheels  an  entirely  new  crank- 
hanger  construction  has  been  adopted,  mak- 


disturbing  the  adjustment  of  the  crank- 
hanger  bearings.  All  machines  are  fitted  with 
the  "Dayton"  three-point  bearing,  which  by 
years  of  service  has  demonstrated  its  relia- 
bility and  easy-running  qualities.  The  crank- 
hanger  and  wheel-bearings  are  fitted  with  the 
Star  ball  retainer  and  separator. 

An  ingenious,  eccentric  device  for  fastening 
the  seat-post  is  used  on  all  models,  and  re- 
quires but  a  quarter-turn  with  a  wrench  in 
either  direction  to  secure  the  post  firmly  in 
the  frame.  The  handle-bars  are  furnished 
with  an  original  and  eflective  internal  fasten- 
ing, a  sectional  view  of  which  is  here  shown. 

Only  a  few  changes  in  minor  details  will  be 
made  in  the  new  line  of  tandems. 

The  company  has  increased  its  facilities 
for  the  manufacture  of  bicycles,  and  states 
that  it  will  be  able  to  largely  increase  its  out- 


ing  it   possible   to   remove   the   cranks   when      put  during  the  next  year.     The  factory  is  now 
desired   with   the    greatest   ease,    and    without      running  the  full  limit. 
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Every  Workman 

in  our  factory  is  a  Vuloan  at  his 
trade. 

The  same  men  who  made 
Clans  Bars  last  year  are  making 
them  now. 

Every  Claus  Bar  made  has  the 
ear-marks  of  perfect  workman- 
ship. 

No  Claus  Bar  is  finished  until 
it  is  perfect.  It  isn't  perfect 
until  it  proves  itself  so. 

This  proof  is  given  in  the 
testing  room — ten  times  the 
strain  it  will  ever  receive  in 
actual  use  is  given  it  there.  If 
it  stands  the  strain  it  is  guaran- 
teed forever  and  then  sold. 

There's  never  any  worry  for 
the  jobber,  dealer  or  rider — 
only  satisfaction. 

THE  CLAUS  HANDLE-BAR  MFG.  CO., 

Mawaafcee,  Wis.,  U.  S.  A. 
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The  Claus  Bar 

is  guaranteed  forever  because  it  I 
will  never  break  or  wear  out. 

It  isn't  made  of  two  halves! 
hanging  together  by  a  few! 
small,  weak  teeth. 

The   reason   we're   the    only  | 
Company  in  the  world  guaran- 
teeing a  bar  forever  is  because  I 
we're  the  only  Company  mak- 
ing the  Claus. 

Besides  this  no  other  bar  can  I 
be  adjusted  without  a  wrench, 
and  the  only  bar  in  which  all] 
parts  interlock. 

In  guaranteeing  the  Claus  for- 
ever, we  take  all  responsibility. 

If  other  bar  makers  were  sure  I 
of  their  bars,  they  too  could  | 
guarantee  them  forever. 

If  they  knew  how  many  bars  I 
we  sell  on  the  strength  of  our 
guarantee,    they   would   try  to 
make  a  bar  good  enough  to  be 
guaranteed  forever. 

THE  CLAUS  HANDLE-BAR  MEG.  CO., 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  U.  S.  A. 
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CLEVEIAND  AN   AITO  CENTRE. 


Several   Manufacturers   Preparing   to    Build  Motor 

Vehicles— A  Successful  Mail  Collection 

Test. 

Cleveland,  O..  Dec.  23. — Commercial  activ- 
ities in  Cleveland  at  the  present  time  are,  in 
a  measure,  bent  upon  automo'bilis'm.  Every 
few  days  horseless  carriages  of  dififerent  types 
are  to  be  seen  on  the  streets.  At  the  im- 
mense new  factory  of  the  Cleveland  Machine 
Screw  Co.,  recently  completed,  the  manu- 
facture of  electrical  vehicles  will  be  an  im- 
portant line.  The  local  papers  of  Cleveland 
recently  contaiined  advertisements  in  which 
the  Cleveland  Machine  Screw  Co.  called  for 
skilled  electrical  -mechanics.  It  is  understood 
that  the  carriages  of  this  company,  when  com- 
pleted, will  be  largely  shipped  to  France. 

The  American  Ball  Bearings  Co.  have  long 
been  experimenting  with  horseless  carriages. 
A  few  days  ago  iground  was  broken  for  a 
large  factory  whidh  will  be  devoted  exclusive- 
ly to  the  manufacture  of  steam  and  electric 
carriages. 

The  Wihiite  Sewing  Machine  Co.  will  also  be 
active  in  this  field.  They  have  experimented 
with  many  types,  and  are  now  at  work  on  a 
steam  vehicle,  designed  by  Rollin  White,  a 
son  of  the  head  of  the  company,  who  is  said 
to  be  a  imechanical  man  of  .great  promise. 
The  White  Company  may  also  build  electric 
carriages. 

The  firm  of  Sipe  &  Sigler,  .manufacturers  of 
the  Willard  Storage  Battery,  which  ds  now 
largely  used  by  m.akers  of  electric  carriages, 
have  decided  to  build  their  own  complete  ve- 
hicles, but  they  will,  of  course,  devote  con- 
siderable attention  to  developing  their  al- 
ready enormous  battery  business. 

Representatives  of  the  Woods  Motor  Vehi- 
cle Co.,  Chicago,  have  been  in  Cleveland  for 
the  past  two  weeks,  wthere  they  have  been 
successful  iin  interesting  H.  A.  Everett,  the 
well-known  Cleveland  street  railway  man. 
The  scheme  of  these  people  is  to  introduce 
into  Cleveland  a  line  of  electric  cabs.  In  con- 
nection with  the  horseless  cab  service,  it  is 
recorded  that  representatives  of  the  New 
York  Electrical  Vehicle  Co.  have  been  en- 
deavoring to  secure  a  foothold  in  Cleveland, 
and  that  for  some  time  they  have  been  in  cor- 
respondence with  Horace  Andrews,  another 
street  railway  magnate,  and  rival  of  Everett. 
It  is  said  that  Andrews  'has  been  offered  the 
control  of  several  States,  with  the  right  to 
manufacture  vehicles  and  operate  cabs. 

A  Cleveland  novelty  in  automobilism  was 
a  mail  collection  test,  carried  out  a  few  days 
ago,  with  surprising  results.  A  Wanton  de- 
livery wagon,  equipped  as  a  U.  S.  mail  wag- 
on, covered  twenty-two  miles  and  collected 
mail  from  120  mail  boxes  in  two  hours  and 
twenty-seven  minutes.  Ordinarily  the  route 
is  divided  into  two  parts,  and  three  hours  are 
required  to  cover  each.  The  test  was  made 
under  .most  unfavorable  conditions,  there  be- 
ing a  snow  storim  at  the  time  and  the  ground 
conditions  were  not  good.  Postmaster  Dew- 
stoe  was  greatly  pleased  with  the  test,  and  is 
anxious  to  have  several  auto-mail  wagons  in- 
troduced into  the  Cleveland  imail  service. 


Express  Companies  to  Use  Automobiles. 

The  leading  express  companies  of  the  coun- 
try are  seriously  contemplating  the  advisa- 
bility of  discarding  the  horse  in  favor  of  the 


automobile  in  large  cities  where  there  are 
good  pavements  and  where  the  runs  are  long 
and  expensive.  During  the  past  few  months 
the  Adams  Express  Company  has  experi- 
mented extensively  in  New  York,  Washing- 
ton and  Philadelphia,  and  the  new  type  has 
been  found  to  be  speedy  and,  upon  the  whole, 
economical.  The  movement  seems  to  be  gen- 
eral, and  it  is  evident  that  the  experiment  is 
to  be  extended  to  a  number  of  the  leading 
cities  in  the  near  future. 

A  dispatch  from  Columbus,  Ohio,  states 
that  the  local  manager  of  one  of  the  com- 
panies has  been  notified  that  several  horseless 
delivery  wagons  will  be  placed  in  operation  in 
that  city  shortly  .after  the  first  of  the  year. 

In  Cleveland  it  is  stated  that  automobiles 
will  be  introduced  next  spring  and  a  local 
manager  has  expressed  the  opinion  that  .all  of 
the  companies  will  have  them  in  operation 
during  the  coming  season. 

In  San  Francisco  the  experiment  is  to  be 
tried  and  it  is  understood  that  the  Wells- 
Fargo  Company  will  have  five  machines  in 
operation  within  a  short  time.  It  is  reported 
from  Buffalo,  Detroit  and  other  cities  that 
experiments  will  be  made  next  spring. 


dressed  to  the  secretary  of  the  Auto- 
mobile Club  of  France.  It  contained 
the  formal  announcement  that  the  Amer- 
ican Club  desire  to  enter  three  auto- 
mobiles for  the  race  that  is  to  be  held  iu 
France  between  the  dates  of  May  15  and  Au- 
gust 15,  1900.  The  names  of  the  competitors 
were  not  given.  The  forfeit  required  under 
the  rules,  3,000f.,  was  enclosed  in  the  shape 
of  a  draft,  and  all  the  requirements  necessary 
to  place  America  in  the  race  with  France  and 
other  countries  were  complied  with. 


Chicago's  Automobile  Club. 

Chicago,  Dec.  23.— The  "Automobile  Club 
of  Chicago"  has  been  incorporated,  with  J. 
Ogden  Armour,  E.  Walter  Herrick,  Samuel 
Insull,  F.  K.  Pulsifer  and  Andrew  R.  Sherifi 
as  the  incorporators.  The  new  club  has  for 
its  objects  the  promotion  of  the  automobile 
industry  and  of  social  relations  among  those 
who  use  horseless  vehicles.  All  of  the  char- 
ter members  are  imembers  also  of  the  Calu- 
met Club.  Five  directors  are  to  control  and 
manage  the  affairs  of  the  club.  The  number 
of  private  automobiles  in  Chicago  is  esti- 
mated  at  250. 


Automobile  Parade  for  Cleveland. 

Cleveland,  Dec.  25. — Several  of  the  prom- 
inent people  interested  in  the  sporting  side  of 
automobilism  are  organizing  a  club  to  be 
known  as  the  Cleveland  Automobile  Club,  and 
to  stir  up  enthusiasm  it  is  proposed  to  hold  a 
parade  of  all  the  anti-horse  machines  in  town 
on  New  Year's  day.  The  event  promises  to 
be  of  unusual  interest,  since  a  large  number 
of  the  machines  which  will  take  part  are 
homemade,  so  to  splkk. 


War  Over  Automobile  Cup. 

Paris,  Dec.  22.^ — The  Automobile  Club  is 
at  war  over  the  men  who  have  been  chosen 
to  defend  the  International  Challenge  Cup 
next  year.  MM.  Rene  de  Knyff,  Girardot 
and  Charron  have  been  selected,  but  it  is  co.n- 
tended  that  MM.  Levegih  and  Debray  are  en- 
titled to  places.  An  effort  is  being  made  to 
have  a  trial  race  held. 


Automobile  Challenge  Sent. 

Albert  C.  Bostwick,  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Races  of  the  Automobile  Club  of 
America,  has  posted  a  registered  letter  con- 
taining the  challenge  for  the  International 
Automobile     Cup.        The     letter    was      ad- 


An  Auto  Company  in  Dayton. 

Dayton,  O.,  Dec.  18. — The  Thresher  Elec- 
tric Co.,  of  this  city,  have  recently  completed 
an  electric  carriage,  which  is  said  to  be  one 
of  the  most  attractive  vehicles  ever  built. 
This  company  are  preparing  to  manufacture 
electrical  vehicles. 
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AGENTS;  You  will  double  your  Sales  if  you  insist  upon  having^  the 

...OLD    RELIABLE... 

IVIORROW  COASTER  BRAKE 

The  only  device  that  is  not  an  EXPERIINENT.     THOUSANDS  IN  USE. 
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Fits  any  Cycle  and  will 
be   furnished    by   all 
makers,  or   you  can 
put  it  on  in 

YOUR   OWN   STORE. 


AN\^  SIZE... 

...OF  SPROCKET. 

STANDARD  SPOKES. 


DO  NOT  HAVE  TO  KICK  IT  LOOSE  WHEN  YOU  COAST. 

Rolls  Backward.     Never  Out  of  Adjustment.     No  Continuous  Strain  Upon  Muscles  of  Leg 
after  Brake  is  Applied.     Guaranteed  for  a  Full  Riding  Season. 


Tire  Brakes  are  a  BACK  NUMBER. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


ELMIRA,   N.  Y. 
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THEY  REST  THE  FEET. 


^       >'.-x   .,  A     BALANCE    PEDAL     on 

which  you  can  effect  an 

ro  v§^te        instantaneous  change  from  rub- 

V"i^  ^  \^     ^W         ber  to  rat-trap  by  just  thinking 

"^^^^-""^ — ^  X     ^  '^BHp^     .       about  it.     Two    pedals    in    one 
^^Hg^t^^mmsmj^^^F^  at  the  one-pair  price. 

Write  us  about  it 

RECORD   No.  9B. 

HIBBARD,  SPENCER,  BARRETT  &  CO.,        RECORD    PLDAL   rllG.    CO.^ 

Chicago,  Ilh, 

Chicago    Distributing   Agents.  221     COlUmbUS    AVC,    BOStOfl,    MaSS.        "^ 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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SHE  KNEW  THE  TRADE-MARK. 


Read  the  Papers  and    Knew  the  Keystone    Meant 
Pickles. 

JNlanager  Solomon,  of  the  bicycle  sales  de- 
partment for  R.  H.  Wolff  &  Co.,  New  York, 
tells  a  pretty  story  which  conhnns  the  truth 
of  the  miles  that  have  been  written  about  the 
power  of  advertising'. 

During  the  recent  Admiral  Dewey  reception 
Mr.  Solomon  received  an  invitation  from  a 
prominent  city  ofhcial  to  go  down  the  Bay  to 
meet  Dewey,  which  he  accepted,  taking  his 
wife  and  other  ladies  along.  On  the  boat 
going  down  North  River  (rom  Twenty-third 
street  were  several  ladies  from  up  the  State, 
and  when  one  of  them  saw  the  Pennsylvajiia 
R.  R.'s  immense  "Keystone"  sign,  at  the  Jer- 
sey City  Station,  she  exclaimed:  "Well,  I 
never!  just  look  at  Heinz's  pickle  advertise- 
ment on  the  top  of  that  building!"  After  the 
general  laugh  had  subsided,  which  discon- 
certed the  fair  one  very  much,  she  was  told 
that  the  P.  R.  R.  had  for  years  used  the  State's 
famous  seal,  to  which  assertion  she  replied: 
"I  don't  know  about  that,  but  we  have  used 
Heinz  pickles  for  years,  and  that — pointing 
to  the  Keystone — is  on  every  package." 


Trade  in  Bangkok. 

British  Consular  Assistant  Carlisle,  in  a  re- 
cent report  on  Bangkok,  says:  "Bicycles  are 
not  given  a  separate  heading  in  the  customs 
returns.  American  and  German  makes  have 
been  leading.  Bicycling  is  of  recent  growth 
in  Siam,  but  has  already  attained  considerable 
popularity,  which  has  been  assisted  by  the 
opening  of  several  new  roads  in  Bangkok. 
American  machines  found  a  good  sale,  partly 
on  account  of  their  lightness,  but  more  be- 
cause they  could  be  sold  at  cheaper  prices." 


Maimed  Rider  Wins  Big  Suit. 

The  application  for  a  reargument  on  the 
question  of  permitting  the  defendant  to  go  to 
the  Court  of  Appeals  in  the  case  of  Walter  E. 
Edgerly,  of  Brooklyn,  against  the  Long 
Island  Railroad  Co.,  has  been  denied  by  the 
Appellate  Division.  Edgerly  got  a  verdict 
for  $24,500  against  the  defendant  for  the  loss 
of  his  legs  in  an  accident  on  Atlantic  avenue, 
when  he  was  riding  a  bicycle.  The  verdict 
will  probably  be  paid. 


Awarded  $500  Damages. 

Logansport,  Ind.,  Dec.  23.— The  jury  in  the 
$10,000  damage  suit  brought  by  Miss  Katie 
Kihm  against  the  city  of  Logansport,  and 
transferred  to  Monticello,  returned  a  verdict 
of  $500  for  the  plaintiff.  Miss  Kihm  lives  in 
New  York,  and  while  visiting  here  last  sum- 
mer was  thrown  from  her  bicycle  by  an  al- 
leged defective  brick  street  and  was  injured. 
Expert  bicycle  testimony  was  introduced  on 
both  sides. 


Property  Transferred  Does  Not  Affect  Note. 

The  Kentucky  Court  of  Appeals  held,  in 
the  recent  case  of  Krupp  et  al.  vs.  St.  Marti- 
na's Ritter  Verein,  that  an  unenforcible  agree- 
ment by  a  creditor  to  indulge  the  principal 
does  not  discharge  the  sureties  on  a  note, 
and  that  the  fact  that  the  principal  in  the  note 
sued  on  made  an  assignment  of  his  property 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  appellee  corporation 
and  turned  over  to  him  property  more  than 


sufilicient  to  pay  the  note,  and  that  he  bad 
not  settled  his  accounts,  did  not  operate  as  a 
payment  of  the  note  or  discharge  the  sureties 
thereon. 


Chain  Talk  in  Indianapolis. 

When  L.  M.  Wainwright,  originally  an  In- 
dianapolis man,  went  back  to  the  old  town 
to  take  charge  of  the  Indianapolis  Chain  & 
Stamping  Co.  plant  for  the  A.  B.  C,  a  local 
newspaper  man  quoted  him  in  the  following 
words : 

"The  chain  factory  will  not  be  removed 
from  here.  This  plant  will  make  all  the 
chains  for  the  wheel  trust,  and  for  concerns 
outside  the  trust.  We  expect  to  make  3,000.- 
000  ifeet  of  chains  during  the  coming  year. 
There  -will  be  no  changes  in  the  office  force 
or  the  employes,  and  we  hope  to  run  at  full 
capacity  and  carry  400  operatives.  The  aim 
of  the  wheel  trust  is  to  arrange  ^matters  so 
that  factories  whicb  are  operated  shall  run 
twelve  months  of  the  year.  This  can  only  be 
done  after  careful  investigation,  and,  in  some 
instances,  there  will  be  changing  around  of 
machinery.  Some  factories  will  be  closed, 
and  the  mac'hinery  taken  to  others,  simply 
for  economy's  sake.  This  chain  plant  is  the 
only  concern  bought  outright  for  cash  by  the 
wheel  trust,  and  the  retirement  of  Messrs. 
Newby  and  Test  is  of  their  own  accord,  as 
they  desire  to  take  a  needed  rest.  In  no  oth- 
er instance  has  the  wheel  combine  placed  new 
ofScers  in  charge  of  plants  absorbed.  The 
'News'  may  state  positively  that  the  chain 
plant  will  be  a  fixture  here  for  years  to  come." 

And  then  the  reporter  got  at  Mr.  Newby 
and  immortalized  him  in  this  fashion: 

Mr.  Newby  said:  "We  are  glad — ^^myself 
and  Mr.  Test — to  retire  after  nine  years'  hard 
and  successful  work.  The  first  year  we  bad 
only  a  few  employes  and  turned  out  about 
100,000  feet  of  chains,  and  when  I  look  back 
and  see  an  increase  of  300  per  cent  in  nine 
years  I  am  satisfied  to  step  out  and  take  a 
rest.  I  officially  resigned  December  15.  My 
best  wishes  for  success  go  with  the  new  man- 
agement.    For  the  present  1  shall  do  nothing." 

Trade  Changes. 

Waiterbury,  Conn. — Charles  W.  Messer,  chattel  mort- 
gage. 

Chicago,  111.— Albert  C.  Banker,  petition  voluntary 
bankruptcy. 

>Chicaigo,    M.— Charles    H.    Sterner,    petition    volun- 
itary  bankruptcy. 

Fdtohburg,  Mass. — S.  M.  Nathan,  lohattel  mortgage, 
$900. 

Fitohburg,  Mass. — Nathan  &  Remington,  S.  M.  Na- 
than  succeeds. 

Jersey  City,  N.  J.— Smith  &  Romaine,  DeWitt 
Romaine  succeeds. 

Orange,   N.  J.— Walter  J.   Smart,   attached,  $878. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. — Evelin  Richardson,  chattel  mort- 
gage, $85. 

New  Haven,  Conn. — Collett  Bros.,  James  Ainscoe 
retires. 

New  York,  N.  Y. — United  Cycle  Co.,  judgment  rend- 
ered for  $7G5. 

Chicago,  111. — A.  C.  Banker,  files  petition  in  bank- 
ruptcy.    Liabilities,  $20,348;  assets,  as  stated,  $15,262. 

Burlington,  N.  J. — VVessells  ■&  Gray,  partnership  dis- 
solved. 

New  Haven,  Conn. — C.  O.  Woods,  store  damaged 
by  fire. 

Chicago,  III.— Northern  Cycle  &  Sapply  Co.,  dis- 
charged in  bankruptcy. 

Bicycles  on  Time-Cards. 

German  railway  companies  have  adopted  a 
new  sign  in  the  make-up  of  their  time-tables 
— a  picture  of  a  bicycle,  indicating  which  trains 
will  take  a  cyclist  and  his  machine  on  board. 
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German  Exports  and  Imports. 

Returns  are  now  available  regarding  the 
German  cycle  limiport  and  export  trade 
during  the  eight  months  ending  with  August 
last.  Dealing  first  with  the  imports  of  for- 
eign cycles  ;and  parts  into  the  Fatherland 
this  still  exhibits  a  steady  falling  off,  having 
amounted  during  the  period  named  to  only 
436  tons,  as  against  693  tons  in  the  first  eight 
months  of  1898.  Turning  to  the  exports 
from  Germany,  although  these  are  still  on 
the  right  side,  the  returns  clearly  show  that 
the  expansion  has  not  been  so  marked  as  in 
former  years,  the  shipments  for  the  eight 
months  ending  with  August  last  totaling 
1,263  tons,  or  only  five  tons  more  than  in  the 
corresponding  period  of  1898. 


Denver  to  Lose  Track. 

The  Denver  track,  made  famous  by  the 
meet  of  1894  and  the  many  subsequent  records 
made  upon  it,  will  probably  pass  out  of  exist- 
ence before  the  beginning  of  next  season. 
The  grand  stands  were  recently  destroyed  by 
fire  and  the  Denver  Wheel  Club  does  not 
think  it  practicable  to  rebuild  them.  .  A  base 
ball  club  is  negotiating  with  the  bicycle  club 
for  the  grounds,  and  if  it  gets  them  will  tear 
up  a  portion  of  the  track. 


Prince  Wants  a  Buffalo  Track. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  23.— Jack  Prince,  the 
old  professional  racing  man,  dropped  into 
Buffalo  last  week  and  was  accompanied  by  his 
protege,  Oscar  Julius.  Jack  lost  .no  time  in 
making  his  mission  known.  He  wants  to 
build  the  fastest  indoor  track  in  the  world. 


and  if  he  can  get  permission  from  the  Sixty- 
fifth  Regiment  to  use  their  arsenal,  he  will 
come  pretty  near  doing  it.  This  building 
contains  more  actual  floor  space  than  does 
Madison  Square  Garden,  and  if  arrangements 
can  be  made  Prince  proposes  to  construct  an 
eight-lap  track  twenty  feet  wide,  and  hold 
professional  motor-paced  races  once  a  week 
throughout  the  winter.  The  regiment  offi- 
cials have  held  two  or  three  meetings  with 
Prince  and  are  considering  the  matter,  and 
it  is  not  at  all  unlikely  that  the  soldiers  will 
concede  to  the  wishes  of  the  old  high  wheel 
expert 


An  Excellent  Remedy. 

"How  shall  we  check  the  Sunday  bicycle?" 
demanded  the  president  of  the  Christian  Citi- 
zens' Reform  League. 

"Same  as  trunks,"  courteously  suggested  the 
commercial  tourist,  who  had  wandered  in 
merely  because  he  saw  a  crowd. 


Notes  of  Sport. 

Eddie  Bald  arrived  home  last  Saturday  on 
the  Campania.  He  was  accompanied  by  Tod 
Sloan  and  "Skeets"  Martin. 

Albert  Champion,  the  Frenchman,  has  an- 
nounced that  he  will  compete  'in  no  more 
races,  but  will  devote  his  time  hereafter  to 
the  automobile  business. 

"Major"  Taylor  is  reported  to  be  consider- 
ing an  offer  to  ride  in  France  next  year.  The 
colored     rider     has     had     religious     scruples 


against  riding  on  Sunday,  as  he  would  have 
to  do  in  France,  but  the  report  states  that 
he  is  wavering  on  the  point  and  may  sign  a 
contract  in  a  few  days. 

A  dispatch  from  Dayton  says  that  Cooper 
and  Kiser  will  abandon  the  race  track  and  go 
to  Kansas  City  to  engage  in  the  business  of 
manufacturing  cement.  They  own  consider- 
able stock  in  the  company  which  will  operate 
the  plant,  and  it  is  in  protection  of  their  in- 
terests that  they  will  go.  Cooper  has  a  num- 
ber of  similar  profitable  investments,  particu- 
larly in  Detroit  telephone  stock. 


Taylor  Challenges  Meyers. 

Paris,  Dec.  21. — The  "Velo"  yesterday  an- 
nounced that  E.  C.  Sterns  has  issued  a  chal- 
lenge to  the  Dutch  bicyclist,  Henri  Meyers, 
to  meet  the  colored  rider,  "Major"  Taylor, 
in  the  United  States,  in  a  series  of  one  and 
two  and  five-mile  races,  two  heats  and  a  final, 
to  be  run  on  a  regular  track.  The  question 
of  stakes  is  to  be  discussed  later,  but  a  for- 
feit is  to  be  posted  with  an  American  sport- 
ing paper.  This  is  in  answer  to  the  chal- 
lenge of  Meyers'  manager  to  all  American 
wheelmen,  and  Taylor  is  the  first  rider  to 
accept. 


Side-Path  Law  Is  Valid. 

St.  Paul,  Dec.  23.— The  law  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  last  winter  for  the  protection 
of  bicycle  paths  is  held  valid  by  five  of  the 
six  judges  on  the  supreme  bench.  Judge 
Brown  is  the  dissenter. 


•4?4:4:'l'4?4'4?4:4?4?4:4:4?4?4?4'4^4:'4'4''it4'4'4''l'4'4?4:4'4?4?4?'l74?4?4?4:4''fr4?4''^ 


4> 

4t 
4i 

4« 

•5t- 

4» 

4» 

•5* 

-5< 

•J< 

4« 

4< 
4< 
4t 

4< 

4« 
4» 
•J« 


*50 


$ 


and 


40 


1900  DAYTONS. 

Lower  in  Price— Higher  in  Quality. 


The  Davis  Sewing;  Machine 
Company  is  an  independent 
corporation — not  a  *'  branch  " 
of  any  trust  nor  a  member  of 
any  combination. 


Many  New  and  Original  Features.    The  Highest  Value  in  Bicycles  ever  offered. 


THE  DAVIS  SEWING  MACHINE  CO., 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


DAYTON,    OHIO. 


•4- 

•5- 
>^ 
•5- 
•«- 
4- 
•«• 
<f 

>h 

•?- 
>§• 

•«• 
•i- 
-•?• 
•«• 
•?• 
•«• 
•«• 
•«• 
<«• 
•«• 
>i- 
>i- 
>?• 
•«• 

»?• 

<i' 

•«• 
>«• 

•!• 
•«• 

•J* 
<i- 
>i' 


^.}..|..J.vJ.^.f..J.^.}..|..|,.|,^,|iJf,.J..J..J,Jf.,J,J[,^^^.J,^^^^^|i^^^^iJ,^^^ 


32 


December  28, 


»*»«»»*"<«»»"»'«*>^*->"«-»"»-*«"»"««  ••»• 


The  Racing  Question* 


LEADERS    INTERVIEWED. 


^■•»*«« 


THE  suggestion  made  by  The  Wheel  in 
its  issue  of  last  week  that  the  cycle  rac- 
ing dispute  be  settled  by  the  N.  C.  A.  control- 
ling the  professionals,  and  the  L.  A.  W.  the 
amateurs,  has  created  no  end  of  discussion 
throughout  the  country.  Generally,  it  is  fa- 
vored; particularly  by  those  who  take  a  dis- 
interested view  of  the  situation  and  who  real- 
ize that  a  settlement  before  the  opening  of 
the  season  is  imperatively  necessary  if  the 
sport  is  not  to  be  irretrievably  ruined. 

Two  objections  have  been  offered  to  the 
plan  suggested.  One — that  it  would  cause 
complications  to  have  a  mixed  amateur  and 
professional  meet  with  two  bodies  exercising 
jurisdiction.  This  can  be  answered  briefly  by 
stating  that  the  sport  is  controlled  by  two 
such  separate  organizations  in  France,  and 
harmoniously.  It  is  a  matter  of  common 
knowledge  among  sportsmen,  too,  that  in 
mixed  athletic  meetings  there  is  no  trouble, 
because  the  A.  A.  U.  controls  one  portion  and 
the  L.  A.  W.  another. 

The  other  objection  is  that  the  L.  A.  W. 
has  officially  transferred  a  large  number  of 
amateurs  to  the  professional  ranks,  though 
they  are  still  riding  as  amateurs  in  the  N.  C. 
A.  These  riders  were  transferred  on  techni- 
calities which  could  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion in  the  settlement  and  the  men  reinstated, 
provided  they  have  not  actually  ridden  for 
money.  The  truth  of  the  matter  is  that  some 
of  the  carping  critics  who  raise  these  objec- 
tions are  endeavoring  to  keep  up  the  conten- 
tion for  personal  reasons. 

Below  are  printed  interviews  with  some  of 
the  N.  C.  A.  leaders,  and  it  will  be  noticed 
from  some  of  the  wild  statements  made  that 
a  few  of  them  have  their  personal  interests 
more  at  heart  than  they  have  those  of  the 
sport.  ' 

Fred  B.  House,  president  of  the  N.  C.  A., 
said: 

"Under  no  consideration  will  the  N.  C.  A. 
drop  the  amateur  feature  of  cycle  racing,  and 
we  will  not  discuss  any  proposition  of  this 
nature.  The  interests  of  the  amateurs  in 
the  N.  C.  A.  are  looked  after  by  the  clubs  of 
which  they  are  members.  As  the  clubs  easily 
outnumber  the  tracks,  the  future  of  the  N.  C. 
A.  is  plainly  that  of  an  organization  of  clubs. 
The  Harlem  Wheelmen,  one  of  the  oldest  in 
the  country,  of  which  I  am  a  member,  would 
not  submit  to  the  return  of  amateur  racing — 
it  has  passed  from  the  League — to  a  body 
which  has  its  hands  full  in  looking  after  fea- 
tures of  cycling  outside  of  competitive  events. 
The  present  amateur  rule  and  restrictions  of 
the  N.  C.  A.  were  framed  after  consultation 
with  the  clubs  interested   in  racing." 

George  A.  Needham,  of  the  Kings  County 
Wheelmen,  the  oldest  race-promoting  club  in 
the  country,  who  is  chairman  of  the  N.  C.  A. 
Board  of  Appeals,  yesterday  said: 

"The  amateur  riders  belong  to  the  bicycle 
clubs,  and  the  bicycle  clubs  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  either  active  or  associate  member- 
ship in  the  N.  C.  A.  A  club  has  the  same 
vote  as  a  track  association,  and  with  the  clubs 


in  a  majority  they  can  easily  regulate  ama- 
teurism, which,  to  my  mind,  is  the  proper 
plan.  The  clubs  which  promote  meets  and 
put  out  racing  teams  should  certainly  look 
after  the  branch  of  cycle  sport  which  concerns 
them  most  vitally.  The  L.  A.  W.  has  less 
license  to  control  amateur  than  professional 
racing.  This  feature  belongs  to  the  clubs 
which  now  realize  what  is  needed  and  asked 
of  them  in  N.  C.  A-  government." 

Frank  L.  Kramer,  of  the  Harlem  Wheel- 
men, the  amateur  champion  of  1898-99,  ex- 
pressed these  sentiments: 

"The  amateurs  are  more  than  satisfied  with 
the  N.  C.  A.,  and  under  no  circumstances 
would  they  go  back  to  the  L.  A.  W.  They 
are  satisfied  to  leave  well  enough  ailone,  espe- 
cially when  this  well  enough  has  brought 
about  the  most  sensible  amateur  conditions 
that  have  been  known  for  several  seasons." 

The  discussion  has  -uncovered  at  least  one 
battery  of  the  N.  C.  A.,  and  that  is  that  it 
must  keep  a  nominal  control  of  amateurs  to 
serve  its  ends.  Ostensibly  organized  to  con- 
trol professional  sport,  it  had  some  of  the 
amateurs  forced  upon  it,  and  now  U  realizes 
that  while  professional  sport  comes  and  goes, 
amateurism  "goes  on  forever." 

L.  A.  W.  leaders  take  kindly  to  the  sug- 
gestion made,  and  so  far  have  shown  a  sin- 
cere desire  to  assist  in  a  settlement.  The* in- 
dications now  are  that  at  the  meeting  of  the 
I.  C.  A.,  next  month.  The  Wheel  sugges- 
tion will  be  adopted  by  the  international  body 
recognizing  the  N.  C.  A.  as  the  professional 
governing  body  and  the  L.  A.  W.  as  being 
in  control  of  the  amateurs.  This  will  be  rat- 
ified by  the  L.  A.  W.  Assembly. 


Does  Not  Infringe. 

Manager  Barrows,  of  the  Snow  Wire 
Works,  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  in  answer  to  an 
inquiry  frcfm  The  Wheel  stated  that  not  one 
of  the  bicycle  holders  manufactured  by  his 
firm  infringes  on  the  alleged  patents  held  by 
a  Syracuse  individual,  who  is  causing  so  much 
trouble  among  owners  of  bicycle  racks. 


An  Error  Corrected. 

The  recently  published  statement  that  the 
1900  catalogue  of  the  New  Departure  Bell 
Co.  had  been  issued  was  an  error.  The  cat- 
alogue is  now  being  prepared,  and  when  is- 
sued will,  from  the  plans  for  it,  be  fully  up  to 
the  standard  of  former  years  '  and  will  be 
promptly  sent  to  the  trade. 


Carpenter  with  Kelly. 

B.  E.  Carpenter,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  who 
has  been  connected  with  the  bicycle  industry 
for  the  past  ten  years,  is  now  traveling  the 
Central  States  for  the  Kelly  Handle-Bar  Co. 


Meiselbach  Busy. 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Dec.  23.— The  Meiselbach 
factory  is  going  at  a  great  rush.  Large  num- 
bers of  sample  wheels  are  being  turned  out 
daily  and  there  is  considerable  activity  in  the 


foreign  department.  During  the  week  500 
machines  were  shipped  to  Christopher  Achen, 
of  Copenhagen,  and  200  to  Bieber  Bros.,  at 
Yokohama,  Japan.  Representatives  of  the 
company  state  that  stock  is  holding  them 
back,  but  not  enough  to  be  of  any  great  con- 
sequence. 


England  Fears  No  Invasion. 

Says  the  LondOiU  "Cyclist:" 

The  "Nottingham  Daily  Guardian's"  own 
correspondent  thinks  the  intimation  that 
American  firms,  names  not  stated,  are  pre- 
paring to  ship  to  England  a  large  quantity  of 
bicycles  to  be  sold  at  $50  each,  worth  cable- 
gram charges.  Now  $50  at  4s.  2d.  per  dollar 
equals  £10  8s.  4d„  and  ifor  just  Is.  8d.  more, 
in  the  cases  of  so'me  of  the  leading  English 
firms,  a  good,  sound,  all-round  bicycle  with 
detachable  tires  of  excellent  quality  can  be 
obtained.  So  just  what  the  American  firms, 
names  unstated,  think  they  are  going  to  do 
■with  their  $50  ibicycles  on  this  side,  and  in 
the  present  condition  of  the  trade,  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  imagine.  With  the  exception  of  high 
class  goods  such  as  the  Clevelands,  the  Co- 
lumbias,  the  Ramblers  and  one  or  two  more 
of  similar  caliber,  the  B.  P.  is  really  right  off 
Americans.  The  Stores  people  likewise  wlho 
bought  clearance  parcels  of  American  cycles 
in  the  days  of  glut  are  in  the  once  bit  twice 
shy  mood  just  now.  A  letter  from  one  of 
the  heads  of  the  largest  co-operative  society 
in  the  kingdom  asking  where  parts  of  two  un- 
known American  'bicycles  can  be  obtained,  as 
they  wish  for  some  replacements,  lies  before 
us  as  we  write. 


South  African  Cycle  Show. 

The  South  African  Stanley  Cycle  Show, 
held  at  Cape  Town  on  November  2  and  3, 
was  on  the  whole  very  successful,  fhirty 
stalls  were  arranged  in  the  Good  Hope  Hall, 
and  although  several  of  these  were  stocked 
with  goods  which  had  only  a  remote  refer- 
ence to  the  cycle  or  to  cycling,  there  was, 
nevertheless,  a  creditable  and  interesting  dis- 
play of  machines  and  accessories.  Many  of 
the  exhibitors  were  local  dealers  and  agents, 
and  these  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity 
to  exhibit  other  goods,  such  as  are  associated 
with  other  forms  of  sport.  It  was  the  finest 
collection  of  cycling  and  sporting  goods  ever 
seen  in  South  Africa,  but  it  might  have  been 
finer  if  more  well-known  makers  had  been 
amongst  the  exhibitors.  The  attendance  at 
the  show  was  large  on  both  days,  the  attrac- 
tions including  performances  by  the  bands 
of  H.  M.  S.  Doris  and  the  Garrison  Artillery, 
illuminated  grounds  and  other  diversions.  Al- 
together the  promoters  had  reason  to  be 
pleased  with  the  success  of  the  experiment. 

Among  the  ,'\mcrican  machines  exhibited 
were  the  Cleveland,  Columbia  and  Remington. 

Sieg  May  Rest  Awhile. 

Now  that  the  Charles  H.  Sieg  ]\Ifg.  Co., 
recently  the  property  of  the  Rubber  Goods 
Mfg.  Co.,  has  been  transferred  to  tlie  Ameri- 
can Bicycle  Co.,  the  future  of  Charles  H.  Sieg 
personally  is  not  determined.  It  is  under- 
stood that  he  can  go  to  the  A.  B.  C.  if  he  de- 
sires. He  is  also  in  position  financially  to 
take  a  rest  after  his  eleven  years  of  hard 
work,  but  it  is  not  his  nature  to  be  idle.  The 
prospect  is  that  he  will  soon  be  hard  at  work 
again  somewhere  if  he  is  in  receipt  of  a  suita- 
h\e  offer. 
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The  Reed  &  Curtis  Brake.' 

The  Reed  &  Curtis  Machine  Screw  Co.,  of 
Worcester,  Mass.,  has  placed  a  new  brake  and 
coaster  on  the  market,  and  it  promises  to 
prove  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  season.  It 
consists  of  very  few  parts,  and,  as  can  be  seen 
from  the  illustration,  takes  up  but  small  space. 


Availability  of  a  Bicycle  Census. 

Recently,  in  The  Wheel,  attention  was 
called  to  the  possibility  of  prevailing  upon  the 
managers  of  the  national  census  to  include 
bicycle  statistics  in  the  house-to-house  in- 
quiry. Concerning  this  Secretary  Dickerson 
of  the  A.  B.  C.  says:  "My  idea  is  that  the 
completed  census,  when  issued,  will  contain 
a  lot  of  information  that  may  be  of  value  his- 
torically, but  hardly  for  present  uses.  Gen- 
erally five  or  six  years  elapse  before  the  fig- 
ures are  published,  and  by  the  year  1905,  I  am 
afraid,  the  number  of  wheels  in  possession  of 
the  people  now  will  have  lost  its  business 
value." 


The  Banner  Lamp. 

A  very  simple  and  efTective  gas  lamp,  and 
one  that  is  attesting  its  worth  by  its  popu- 
larity, is  the  Banner,  made  by  the  Plume  & 
Atwood  Mfg.  Co.,  whose  Eastern  headquart- 
ers are  at  29  Murray  street.  New  York  City. 
Everything  used  in  operation  is  made  of 
metal;  the  gas  regulates  the  water  at  all  times 


Big  Demand  for  Coaster-Brakes. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Morrow  coaster- 
brake  has  a  strong  hold  upon  the  market  by 
reason  of  priority,  and,  no  doubt,  merit  as 
well.  It  must  be  very  encouraging  to  all  in- 
terested in  the  success  of  this  accessory  to  cy- 
cling to  know  that  other  makes  of  coaster- 
brakes  are  also  enjoying  popularity.  The 
Stockton  Mfg.  Co.,  who  make  the  Otto,  say 
that  they  believe  not  more  than  10  per  cent 
of  the  demand  for  coaster-brakes  will  be 
filled   during  the  new  season. 


'Zj'TVirfft""^ 


During  the  past  year  it  .has  been  tested  in 
every  conceivable  manner  and  as  a  result  the 
manufacturers  are  enabled  to  guarantee  it  in 
every  particular.  As  an  indication  of  its  sell- 
ing qualities  may  be  quoted  the, fact  that  the 
first  order  received  by  the  Reed  &  Curtis  Co. 
was  for  1,000  brakes. 


Pathfinders  at  Show. 

The  National  American  Cycle  Co.,  Akron, 
O.,  will  have  a  fine  display  of  Pathfinders  in 
the  New  York  Cycle  Show  at  spaces  238  an(^ 
239.  It  will  be  in  charge  of  the  Eastern  rep- 
resentatives, Griffith  &  Colwell,  of  320 
Broadway,  New  York  City. 


and  under  all  conditions.  The  valve  is  used 
to  turn  the  water  on  or  off,  and  so  ingenious 
is  this  part  of  the  lamp  that  it  may  be  taken 
out  after  the  lamp  is  in  operation.  No  wicks 
or  absorbents  are  used;  the  lamps  are  fitted 
with  a  fish-tail  flame,  three-inch  lens  and 
burns  a  uniform  light  without  attention. 


If  s  Easy 

TO  SELL 
The    Great    Novelty. 

Keeps  Sprockets  and  Chain  in  line. 

Increased  Power. 

Increased  Speed. 

Stiffest   Fork    and   Frame   in   the 
world. 

McKee  &  Harrington, 

J  73- 179  Grand  St.,  New  York. 


n-N 


Patent  Triple  Front  Fork. 
A  Complete  Line  from  $30  to  $60. 

Remember  that  McKee  &  Harrington 
took  the  first  prize  for  Bicycles  in  an 
exhibition  in  New  York  in  1880.  We 
are  old  in  the  business,  but  up-to-date. 
The  second  oldest   firm  in  America. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


THE   1900 

MODELS 


20^0. 


BICYCLE -HEAD-LIGHT 
•£>;  DRIVING-LAMP. 


The  Leading 


Ivamp  in  the  World. 


The  highest  type  of  Perfected 


OIL    GAS 


Lamp. 


SPECIAL  BRACKETS  AND  ATTACHMENTS. 


For  illustrations  and  details,  see  several  previous  issues  of  this  paper,  or  send  for 

1900  20th  Century  Catalogue.  jOth  CENTURY  MFG.  CO.,  J  7  Warren  St.,  N.  Y. 


ELECTROTYPES  FREE  TO  TRADE. 
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WAITING  TO   RIDE   HIS   RELAY. 
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BANNER  GAS  LAMP 


'TpHE  Banner  is  absolutely  the  only  self- controlled  lamp.  Why  ? 
The  gas  regulates  the  water  at  all  times,  and  under  all  con- 
ditions. The  valve  is  to  turn  the  water  full  on  or  off;  take  it  out 
of  the  lamp  in  operation,  it  works  the  same.  This  is  the  test  of 
an  automatic  lamp.  No  other  lamp  will  stand  this  test.  In 
addition,  the  "Banner"  has  no  wicks  or  absorbents,  wears  no 
stockings,  and  has  no  hosiery  to  be  replaced  in  its  make-up. 
Everything  used  in  operation  made  of  metal. 


B 

A 
N 
N 


ANNERS    are    fitted    with   large    fish-tail   flame,    three-inch   lens, 

and  powerful  reflectors,  throwing  a  flood  of  light. 
LWAYS  burn  a  uniform  flame,  without  any  attention. 

EVER  too  much  or  too  little  gas. 

O  trouble  to  place  lamp  on  bracket.    Adjustment  not  necessary 

when   removing  or  replacing. 
ASY   to  operate.     Because  automatic  in  its   working. 


R 


OUGH  roads  or  smooth  affect  it  alike.     It  has  self=control. 


This  lamp  Is  fully  guaranteed.  Is  sold  on  its  merits,  and  is  a  lamp  designed  in  every  detail 
for  the  ease  and  convenience  of  the  rider.  If  you  want  a  lamp  that,  when  it  is  sold,  will  bring  you 
business  instead  of  complaints,  write  us. 


The  Plume  &  Atwood  Manufactaring  Co., 


29  Murray  St.,  New  York. 
199  Lake  St.,  Chicago. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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I  PROGRESS 


IS  OUR 
WATCHWORD 


f 


To  accommodate  our 
hundreds  of  customers  we 
have  decided  to  build  a 
very  substantial  wheel  and 
list  it  for  only 

$25.00 

This  wheel  added 
to  our  $30.00,  $40.00 
and  $50.00  models 

y      PATHFINDER 
BICYCLES 

makes  it  without  doubt  the  most  complete  and  profitable  line  for  any  responsible  dealer  to  obtain  exclusive  agency 
on.     One-year  Guarantee  with  every  machine. 

rkiuir  r^FiwT  secures  our  looo  catalogue,  just  out.  also  printed 
IJlllC  i^C^ni  I    contract  for  your  consideration,   send  for  them. 

The  National  American  Cycle  Co.,  akron.  qhio.  v.  s.  a. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


Pathfinder  Bicycles  will  be  on  ex- 
hibition in  spaces  238  and  339,  New 
York  Cycle  Show,  and  in  charge 
of  our  Eastern  representatives, 
Messrs.  Griffith  &  Colwell,  of 
No.  320  Broadway,  New  York. 


i 

! 


: 


36 


December  28, 


Notes  By  the  Way. 


A  Melody  of  Profanity. 

EX-TREASURER  E.  S.  Hartwell,  of 
the  L.  A.  W.,  was  one  of  the  hardest 
workers  in  the  Denver  Wiheel  Club  in  the 
days  when  that  organization  startled  the 
country  by  capturing  the  national  meet  in 
1804  and  in  doing  the  entertaining  for  As- 
bury  Park  a  year  later.  From  the  very  fact 
that  he  was  greatly  interested  in  all  of  the 
projects  of  the  club  he  was  always  more  or 
less  nervous  as  to  their  outcome,  and  this 
characteristic  was  'provocative  of  a  very  funny 
■incident.  It  happened  at  the  first  annual 
minstrel  show  igiven  by  the  club,  and  one  of 
the  end  'men,  who  was  sitting  very  near 
Hartwell,  tells  the  story. 

The  show  was  given  at  about  the  time 
"Daisy  Bell"  was  so  popular,  and,  as  its 
theme  was  the  bicycle,  it  was  thought  a  hap- 
py idea  to  sing  the  chorus  of  the  song  for  a 
curtain  raiser.  But  it  so  happened  that  as 
everyone  knew  the  song  even  more  than 
they  would  have  liked,  it  was  not  consid- 
ered necessary  to  rehearse  it,  and  it  was  ar- 
ranged that  one  of  the  ballad  singers  was  to 
m'ake  the  start  and  the  entire  circle  was  to 
follow,  the  climax  being  a  tandem  team,  con- 
sisting of  a  big  black  wench  and  a  diminutive 
pickaninny,  riding  across  the  stage.  No 
thoug'ht  was  given  bvit  that  the  affair  would 
make  a  tremendous  hit,  and  the  slightest 
hitoh  was  not  considered  even  a  possibility. 
The  trouble  came,  however,  toy  the  "starter"' 
forgetting  his  instructions,  and  leading  off 
with  the  first  verse  of  the  song  instead  of  the 
chorus.  Instantly  all  was  in  confusion,  part 
of  the  singers  butchering  the  chorus  and  the 
rest  mutilating  the  verse;  all  howling  away 
anywhere  familiar  words  happened  to  strike 
them.  Hiartwell's  concern  for  the  success  of 
the  show  got  tlhe  better  of  him  at  once,  and 
his  part  of  the  singing  sounded  about  like 
this  to  the  end  man  nearest  to  ihim:  "Daisy, 
blankety-blank,  Dais,  blank,  blank,  blank, 
what  in  the  blank  is  the  matter?  Blankety- 
blank,  blank,  Bell,  blank,  give  me  your  blank- 
ety-blank, I'm  half  crazy  all  for  blank,  blank. 
It  won't  be  blankety-iblank,  blank,  blank." 
Luckily  the  tandem  team  came  on  at  -  this 
juncture  and  shut  off  the  profanity,  but  the 
other  singers  said  it  was  the  most  masterly 
effort  at  singing  "cuss  words"  they  had  ever 
heard. 

Flint  Mixes  Work  and  Recreation. 

One  of  the  secrets  of  Charles  R.  Flint's 
ability  to  carry  the  great  load  which  rests 
upon  his  shoulders  is  that  he  is  not  "desky." 
He  is  a  great  lover  of  outdoor  life.  More- 
over, he  makes  recreation  of  his  work,  and 
physical  work  of  his  recreation.  This  anec- 
dote is  told  about  him: 

Early  one  Saturday  afternoon,  with  Secre- 
tary Sands  and  the  latter's  inevitable  satchel, 
and  accompanied  also  by  a  party  of  associates, 
he  boarded  his  yacht,  landing  somewhere  on 
the  south  coast  of  Long  Island. 

Early  the  next  morning,  before  the  other 
members  of  the  party  had  arisen,  Mr.   Flint 


had  had  a  bit  of  hunting  and  some  tishing. 
After  breakfast  he  kept  the  secretary  occu- 
pied awhile.  Later  in  the  day  a  trip  was 
made  inland  in  road  wagons,  and  another 
trip  was  taken  by  Mr.  Flint  and  a  friend  on 
bicycles  to   Mr.    Havemeyer's  place. 

Mr.  Havemeyer  wanted  very  much  to  have 
Mr.  Flint  take  home  a  mess  of  fine  roasting 
ears.  The  sleeves  of  a  rain-coat  were  tied  at 
the  wrists.  Into  the  sleeves  and  pockets  went 
the  ears,  and  they  were  carried  back  to  the 
yacht.  On  the  way  back  to  the  city  Secretary 
Sands  was  kept  busy  again. 

New  York  was  not  reached  until  1  a.  m. 
Monday,  too  late  to  continue  up  the  Hudson 
to  Ardsley,  Mr.  Flint's  summer  home,  so  the 
party  went  to  the  Holland  House,  getting  to 
bed  at  about  2. 

At  7.30  the  next  morning  one  of  the  party, 
F.  W.  Morgan,  was  sleeping  soundly,  when 
Mr.  Flint  pounded  upon  his  door  and  called 
out  lustily:  "Morgan!  Morgan!  Half-past 
7.     Time  to  get  up!" 

"All  right,"  replied  Morgan,  wearily.  "You 
go  ahead  and  order  breakfast  for  three  and 
we'll  be  down  directly." 

This  is  what  the  breakfast  consisted  of: 
Breakfast  food  for  three;  hash  for  one.  Hol- 
land House  single  portions  are,  fortunately, 
large  enough  for  three  ordinary  persons. 

By  9  o'clock  Mr.  Flint  was  back  at  bis  of- 
fice hard  at  work. 

How  a  Big  Manufacturer  Started. 

"It  is  an  old  saying  that  great  oaks  from 
little  acorns  grow,"  said  Hamilton  R.  Bent- 
ley,  of  Chicago,  recently.  The  circumstances 
that  called  forth  the  expression  referred  to 
bicycles.  "It  was  in  1892,"  he  continued, 
"that  one  morning  in  glancing  through  the 
papers  I  saw  an  advertisement  of  a  man  who 
wanted  to  buy  a  bicycle.  I  had  a  wheel  that 
I  had  no  further  use  for,  and  noting  the  ad- 
dress, as  it  was  near  my  office,  I  stopped  in 
on  my  way  downtown.  I  had  read  the  ad- 
vertisement carelessly,  and  instead  of  want- 
ing to  buy  a  wheel  the  advertiser  wanted  to 
sell  one.  Naturally,  I  didn't  find  a  pur- 
chaser. I  found  the  advertiser  to  be  a  young- 
man,  rather  bright  and' intelligent.  I  said  to 
him:  'Here,  while  you  are  selling  your  bi- 
cycle, sell  mine,  too.  I  haven't  time  to 
bother  with  it,  so  you  take  it  up  and  I'll 
give  you  $5.'  He  said  he  would.  Before  the 
day  was  over  he  came  around  and  told  me 
that  he  had  sold  the  wheel  as  well  as  his 
own.  I  congratulated  him  upon  his  luck 
and  told  him  he  ought  to  go  into  selling  bi- 
cycles, as  that  seemed  to  be  his  line.  This 
was  said  in  a  joking  way,  but  he  said  serious- 
ly that  he  thought  he  would  try  it.  I  didn't 
hear  anything  more  about  the  matter  until 
one  day  my  wife  asked  me  if  I  would  get  her 
a  bicycle.  She  told  me  the  kind  she  wanted. 
I  recollected  that  a  new  and  pretentious  bi- 
cycle store  had  been  opened  up  downtown 
near  my  office.  I  went  in  there  on  the  way 
downtown  to  ask  about  wheels  and  was  much 
surprised    to    find    the    man    in    charge   none 


utlicr  than  my  old  friend.  He  liad  taken  up 
my  jocular  suggestion  and  said  he  was  doing 
well.  To-day  he  is  worth  probably  $500,000, 
and  is  shipping  bicycles  all  over  the  world. 
He  has  a  big  store  in  Chicago  and  branches 
in  various  parts  of  the  country,  and  he  told 
me  recently  that  he  was  shipping  bicycles  to 
Australia,  China,  Jap^n,  Borneo,  Siam  and 
all  corners  of  the  world." 

He  Knew  "Kentucky  Latin." 

Down  in  "Old  Kentucky,"  where  the 
meadow  grass  is  blue  and  most  of  the  settle- 
ments a  bright  scarlet,  there  is  a  gentleman 
who  once  aspired  to  fame  as  the  champion  of 
a  cause  designed  to  complete  the  trio  of  na- 
tional colors  in  the  L.  A.  W.  ensign,  as  ap- 
plied to  his  particular  section  of  the  moral 
vineyard.  That  is,  he  considered  the  recog- 
nized Kentucky  hues  as  permanently  estab- 
lished, and  regarded  the  addition  of  the  pallid 
member  as  absolutely  essential  to  the  har- 
mony of  tints. 

In  fact,  when  addressing  those  who  could 
appreciate  his  scholarly  attainments,  which 
was  nearly  all  the  time  that  he  was  awake,  he 
would  allude  to  the  adoption  of  his  idea  as  a 
"sine  qua  non,"  and  then  pause  to  note 
whether  his  auditor  was  properly  impressed 
with  his  erudition. 

After  several  herculean  efforts,  in  which  he 
was  aided  by  several  hundred  equally  earnest 
and  equally  able  champions  of  the  cause,  the 
distinguished  Southerner  accomplished  his 
purpose,  but  excessive  modesty,  which  is  his 
most  marked  characteristic,  would  not  permit 
him  to  hold  others  responsible  for  any  part  of 
the  success.  He  not  only  cheerfully  assumed 
that  burden  himself,  but  sought  other  altars 
upon  which  to  sacrifice  his  patriotic  person- 
ality. 

Many  and  various  were  the  ruminations  of 
the  stall-fed  martyr  as  he  contemplated  his 
limited  opportunities  for  further  immolating 
himself  for  the  benefit  of  his  fellowmen,  until 
he  decided  that  one  of  the  vice-presidencies 
of  the  L.  A.  W.  would  about  meet  the  re- 
quirements. 

Imbued  with  this  patriotic  motive,  he  at- 
tended meetings  of  the  national  assembly, 
of  which  he  was  no  longer  a  member,  and 
erected  his  lightning  rods,  liberally  primed 
with  oil  of  joy  which  had  been  duly  aged  in 
Kentucky  oak,  but  the  official  thbnderbolt 
was  coy  and  resisted  the  blandishments  of  the 
noble  non-conductor. 

After  the  St.  Louis  assembly,  in  1898,  he 
pursued  a  course  of  eloquent  silence  until 
aroused  by  an  extract  from  a  Northern  paper, 
which,  strange  to  say,  seemed  to  flatter  his 
self-esteem.  It  is  said  that  while  "feeling 
good"  he  produced  the  clipping  and,  with  an 
affectatioji  of  diffidence,  read  it  to  a  friend. 
The  extract  recounted  the  distinguished  ser- 
vices, the  affability,  modesty  and  self-efface- 
ment of  the  blue-grass  statesman,  dwelling 
particularly  upon  his  availability  as  official 
timber,  and  concluding  with  the  statement 
that,  with  all  his  varied  qualifications  and  emi- 
nent fitness,  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
was  "persona  non  grata." 

"Now,  that's  Latin,"  said  Bilwots,  "and  it 
means  that  there's  no  greater  person." 


The    Liverpool    Masonic    Cycling   Club   ex- 
pends its  balance  on  hand  each  Christmas  for 

charity.     About    .$250    was    distributed    by    it 
this  year. 
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To  Waverley  Agents 

We  take  pleasure  in  announcing  to  the 
trade  that  hereafter  agencies  for 


WAVERLEY 

BieveLES 


Will  be  placed  through  the  Monarch 
Sales  Department  of  the  American 
Bicycle  Company* 

Dealers  desiring  to  secure  the  ex- 
clusive agency  for  this  well-known  wheel 
or  to  renew  their  representation  for  1900 
will  file  their  applications  at  once* 

AMERICAN  BICYCLE  COMPANY, 

Monarch  Sales  Department, 

44  NORTH  HALSTEAD  ST,,  CHICAGO. 

Eastern  Branch:   20  WARREN  ST.,  NEW  YORK. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Effect  of  Bicycle  Taxation* 

A    SOCIOLOGICAL    REMONSTRANCE. 


t 


IN  a  recent  issue  of  The  Wheel  there  ap- 
peared an  article  entitled  "Status — Taxa- 
tion—Good Roads,"  by  A.  H.  Burton,  of 
Worcester,  Mass.  Some  advanced  ideas  were 
offered  and  the  article  was  generally  inter- 
esting. Philip  Cullman,  Jr.,  of  the  Cullman 
Wheel  Co.,  of  Chicago,  takes  exception  to 
portions  of  the  remarks  made,  and  makes 
reply  in  terms  which  show  his  knowledge  of 
social  questions,  as  follows: 

The  idea  of  taxing  bicycles  or  any  other 
personal  property  seems  to  be  all  right  on 
the  face  of  it;  at  least  to  those  who  do  not 
see  the  effects  this  method  of  taxation  carries 
with  it.  Suppose  that  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts passed  a  law  compelling  each  bicycle 
rider  to  pay  $1  for  the  improvement  of  public 
streets  and  highways,  as  suggested  by  Mr. 
Burton,  what  would  be  the  result?  The  roads 
would  'be  improved  to  some  extent,  if  the 
money  thus  collected  is  economically  expend- 
ed, but  would  not  at  the  same  time  the  value 
of  land  rise  wherever  such  street  or  road  im- 
provements are  made,  and  would  not  the 
landlord  be  enabled  to  charge  a  higher  rent 
for  his  houses,  and  the  land  speculator  be 
enabled  to  demand  a  higher  price  for  his 
vacant  lots? 

In  other  words,  the  bicycle  riders  improve 
the  streets  and  roads  out  of  their  own  pock- 
elts,  and  after  they  are  through  with  the  im- 
provement the  landlord  raises  their  rents,  un- 
less they  are  the  land-owners  themselves.  Is 
such  a  form  of  taxation  just  and  equitable? 
Does  it  not  seem  natural  that  this  tax  should 
be  levied  on  land  values,  as  the  pecuniary 
benefit  goes  to  the  land-owners?  Again,  in 
putting  a  tax  on  bicycles,  carriages,  etc.,  it 
makes  these  commodities  dearer,  and  there- 
fore less  will  be  used,  and  if  less  used  the  less 
will  be  made,  and  there  will  he  less  employ- 
ment for  workingmen  in  these  different 
branches   of  industry. 

How  It  Affects  the  Trade. 

Perhaps  it  would  be  wise  for  bicycle  manu- 
facturers to  look  into  this  matter  of  taxation 
in  general.  In  the  mind  of  the  writer  it 
seems  of  the  utmost  importance  how  and  on 
what  teuxes  should  be  levied  for  governmental 
expenses  and  public  improvements,  in  order 
to  do  justice  to  all  the  people  and  maintain 
prosperity  forever.  The  bicycle  "trust"  would 
to-day  perhaps  not  be  in  existence  if  its  mem- 
bers had  studied  the  "Single  Tax"  as  advo- 
cated by  Henry  George.  They  would  have 
seen  that  all  increase  in  the  production  of 
wealth,  through  improved  machinery,  inven- 
tion, or  strict  economy,  does  not  go  to  the 
manufacturer  who  owns  the  machines,  nor 
does  it  go  to  the  workingman  who  operates 
them;  it  ultimately  goes  to  the  man  who 
owns  the  land  in  increased  rent. 

It  is  this  increase  in  rent  which  causes  our 
business  depressions  called  "Hard  Times," 
or  "Overproduction."  It  is  this  increase  in 
rent  which  causes  our  business  failures.  It 
is  this  increase  in  rent  which  labor  and  capi- 
tal are  compelled  to  pay  to  a  class  of  non- 


producers  for  the  mere  privilege  of  using  the 
land,  as  without  it  production  is  impossible. 
Does  it  not  seem  natural  and  just  to  levy  all 
taxes  on  the  value  of  land,  instead  of  putting 
it  onto  the  back  of  labor  and  capital,  which 
are  already  paying  more  than  their  share  in 
increased  rents  with  every  public  improve- 
ment, labor-saving  machine  invention,  or  any 
other  advance  in  civilization?  These  are  the 
conditions  of  to-day;  workingmen  find  it  hard 
to  make  a  living,  manufacturers  and  business 
men  find  it  hard  to  keep  the  sheriff  from  their 
doors,  and  in  their  wild  struggle  for  existence 
they  utterly  fail  to  see  what  really  is  ailing 
them.  Labor  blames  it  to  capital  and  capi- 
tal blames  it  to  overproduction,  where  in 
reality  both  suffer  from  one  and  the  same 
cause,  "Land  Monopoly,"  the  mother  of  all 
"Trust  Monopolies." 

This  is  true  of  our  bicycle-makers;  they  fail 
to  see  ithat  an  overproduction  of  bicycles  is 
an  utter  impossibility  under  just  and  normal 
conditions,  as  long  as  the  demand  for  bicycles 
exists,  and  men  engaged  in  other  branches 
of  indulstry  are  willing  to  exchange  the  product 
of  their  labor  for  bicycles.  Does  not  this  de- 
mand exist  to-day?  Are  there  not  millions 
of  men  who  would  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  bi- 
cycle riding  were  they  not  systematically 
robbed  through  land-monopoly  to  the  extent 
of  a  bare  living?  What  is  there  left  for  them 
to  exchange? 

Let  the  bicycle  makers  aind  all  connected 
with  the  trade  realize  these  facts,  instead  of 
forming  trusts,  which  will  never  bring  us 
any  good;  let  us  co-operate  and  try  with  all 
energy  to  'bring  this  change  about  for  the 
benefit  of  all  men,  instead  of  being  on  the 
■war  ipath.  Let  us  realize  that  no  permanent 
prosperity  will  come  as  long  as  land-monop- 
oly exists,  and  that  no  prosperity  can  stay  un- 
less all  lihe  people  are  prosperous.  Let  us 
igive  up  this  case  of  hopeless  hoping,  aJid  let 
us  realize  that  this  earth  was  made  toy  our 
Creator  for  the  use  of  all  men  and  not  for  one 
set  of  men  alone.  Let  us  lay  aside  all  preju- 
dice, and  let  us  follow  the  path  of  truth  and 
justice. 


The  "Security"  Coaster  Cyclometer. 

Since  the  world  began  mankind  'has  ever 
been  striving  to  get  something  for  nothing. 
The  wheelmen,  as  a  class,  are  no  exception, 
and  hence  any  device  which  performs  a  part 
of  their  labor,  or,  at  least,  makes  labor  un- 
necessary, is  welcomed.  Hence  the  popular- 
ity of  the  New  Departure  Coaster  Hub, 
which  removes  at  least  half  the  labor  of  cy- 
cling, and  now  comes  from  the  same  source 
a  little  instrument  for  telling  the  exact 
amount  of  labor  saved  without  the  necessity 
on  Ihis  or  her  part  of  "ciphering  it  out." 

The  New  Departure  Security  Coaster  Cy- 
clometer is  the  latest  acquisition,  and  a  most 
valuable  instrument  it  is,  as  it  gives  the  rider 
"something  for  nothing"  in  keeping  tabs 
upon  him  while  ihe  is  coasting,  and  telling 
him  at  a  glance  the  exact  distance  which  has 
been  covered  without  work. 


When  pedaling  the  cyclometer  takes  no 
notice  and  keeps  Uio  record,  but  the  instant 
the  feet  are  held  still  the  little  monitor  is  alert 
and  full  of  business,  keeping  an  exact  and 
truthful   record  of  the  distance  coasted. 

Many  devices  have  been  invented  for  meas- 
uring man's  work,  but  it  is  seldom  that  one  is 
offered  for  keeping  account  of  effort  saved. 
In  its  conception  the  idea  is  novel,  and  in 
creation  unique  and  attractive. 

The  New  Departure  Coaster  Hub  and  Cy- 
clometer will  toe  heard  fro'm  with  no  uncer- 
tain sound  during  the  coming  season,  all  the 
signs  of  which  point  to  the  universal  adop- 
tion of  coaster  devices,  and  as  the  New  De- 
parture is  adapted  alike  to  chain  and  chain- 
less  wheels  its  field  is  large  and  its  influence 
for  good  cannot  be  overestimated. 

The  device  will  be  marketed  by  John  H. 
Graham  &  Co.,  113  Chambers  street.  New 
York  City,  the  general  selling  agents  for  the 
New  Departure  Bell  Co. 


To  Lift  Your  Own  Weight. 

Flying-machine  inventors  might  just  as  well 
pack  up  their  drawings,  store  away  their 
planes  of  resistance,  forget  their  ideas  and 
start  over  again — or  go  to  work.  For  within 
a  few  months  of  the  close  of  the  century 
there  appears  a  man  who  has  invented  a 
scheme  whereby  anyone  can  lift  himself  by 
his   boot-straps,   or,   at   least,   he   thinks   they 


can,  for  he  has  gone  to  the  expense  of  getting 
a  patent  on  it.  To  be  thoroughly  modern,  he 
has  applied  his  contrivance  to  the  bicycle  and 
the  illustration  shows  how  it  works.  If  you 
cannot  afford  to  buy  one  of  these  self-lifting 
machines,  just  button  one  end  of  your  sus- 
penders to  the  back  of  the  saddle  and  the 
other  to  the  handle-bars  and — lift. 


British  Report  of  Trade  In  Russia. 

The  British  Consul  at  Odessa,  in  a  report 
issued  last  week,  states  that  cycles  of  English 
make  are  held  in  high  esteem  in  his  district, 
but  ai^  undersold  by  American  machines, 
which,  he  says,  have  many  of  the  parts  cast 
that  in  English  machines  are  turned,  and  can 
be  sold  about  40  per  cent  cheaper.  German 
cycles,  he  adds,  have  a  good  reputation  for 
durability,  and,  consequently,  although  a  lit- 
tle cheaper  than  English  machines,  have  a 
fair  sale. 


1899.  '"^^^MWm.'  ^^ 

WHAT  YOU  GET  FOR  YOUR  MONEY 

IS  AS  IMPORTANT 
AS  THE  AMOUNT  YOU   PAY. 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  Sept.  7,   1899. 

In  reply   to  yours  of   Aug.   26th,  I  wish  to  say  that  the  National  seems  to  be 

bearing  out  your  claims  for  it  in  very  hard   service.      Your  treatment  has  certainly 

been  .most  liberal. 

Arthur  Griggs. 


New  Castle,  Pa.,  Aug.  30,  1899. 
My  dealings  with  you  in  the  past  have  been  very   satisfactory,  and  as  for  your 
wheels,  I  have  about  decided  to  handle  no  other  wheel  in  1900  but  the  National. 

J.  A.   Breckenridge. 

They  have  both  bought  Nationals  for  1900,  not  because  they  are  cheaper  but 
because  they  got  100  cents'  worth  for  their  dollar  and  found  it  a  money-making  prop- 
osition. 

NATIONAL  CYCLE  MFG.  CO., 

Get  Our  Catalogue.  ^^^  CITY,   MICH,    i 

Kiadly  meation  The  Wheel.  j 

i  • 


A  Happy  New  Year  For  The  Trade, 

THE   GEORGE  N.   PIERCE    COMPANY,  makers   of   PIERCE  BICYCLES,  having 
proven  to  the  trade  and  riding  public  that  their  wheels  are 


Have  Decided  to  Make  the  Following  Guarantee  for  1900: 

We  agree  with  the  purchaser  of  each  PIERCE  Bicycle  to  make  good,  by  repair  or  replace- 
ment, when  delivered  at  our  factory,  or  to  our  branches,  transportation  prepaid,  any  imperfection 
or  defect  in  material  or  manufacture  of  such  bicycle,  provided  that  the  Factory  Serial  Number 
shall  be  on  such  bicycle  at  the  time  the  claim  is  made,  and  that  all  imperfect  or  defective  parts 
shall  be  referred  to  us  before  any  claim  for  repair  or  replacement  shall  be  allowed. 

This  guarantee  does  not  cover  the  cost  of  repairing  said  bicycle  when  damaged  by  acci- 
dent, misuse  or  neglect. 

This  Guarantee  Continues  Until  Dec.  31  st,  1900. 

Our  AGENCY  PROPOSITION  is   MOST  INTERESTING.      Advance   sheet  now  ready. 

THE  GEORGE  N.   PIERCE  COMPANY, 

BUFFALO.  NEW  YORK.  BOSTON.  DENVER. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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English  Shop  Labor. 


ITS    RELATION    TO    ECONOMICS. 
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LONDON,  Dec.  19.— Before  the  Coventry 
Technical  Institute  Engineering  So- 
ciety, F.  C.  Baker,  of  the  Eadie  Mfg.  Co., 
gave  a  lecture  on  "English  Shop  Labor  in  Its 
Relation  to  Economics."  Mr.  Baker  has 
spent  a  good  deal  of  time  in  America,  and  is 
well  acquainted  with  the  development  of  in- 
dustrial    conditions  there. 

Mr.  Baker,  at  the  outset,  said  in  recent 
years  a  decided  reaction  against  the  fiscal 
policy  and  unrestricted  training  methods  of 
this  country  had  been  apparent,  but  in  at- 
tempting to  foist  the  responsibility  for  a  ret- 
rogressive policy  on  the  advocates  of  free 
trade  a  grave  injustice  was  being  perpetrated, 
and  the  very  source  of  the  country's  strength 
threatened.  If  foreign  goods  invaded  our 
shores,  British  goods  must,  in  turn,  invade 
foreign  territory,  and  gain  result  to  both 
parties  from  these  peaceful  invasions,  or  the 
exchange  would  not  be  continued. 

Shopmen  Need  More  Knowledge. 
He  felt  no  need  to  offer  an  apology  to  a  so- 
ciety composed  of  shopmen  for  bringing  be- 
fore its  notice  a  few  of  the  principles  which 
were  usually  supposed  to  affect  men  of  com- 
merce only;  but  he  had  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  it  was  becoming  more  and  more 
necessary  for  shopmen  to  be  grounded  in 
commercial  ethics,  and  for  commercial 
men  to  acquire  more  than  a  superficial  knowl- 
edge which  regulated  mechanical  art  and  con- 
trolled production.  It  would  appear  that 
English  mechanics  had  failed  to  keep  pace  in 
the  production  of  machine  tools  and  machin- 
ery, both  for  reproduction  and  general  man- 
ufacturing purposes,  and  we  had  either  failed 
or  indifferently  succeeded  in  repetition  pro- 
ductions requiring  a  high  standard  of  organ- 
izing ability  and  considerable  technical  ability 
on  the  part  of  the  executive.  As  samples  of 
such  failure,  or  incomplete  success,  the  follow- 
ing products  might  be  enumerated  as  a  rep- 
resentative group:  Sewing  'machines,  watches, 
typewriters,  bicycles,  and  standard  types  of 
agricultural  machinery,  high-speed  engines, 
locomotives  of  standard  type,  and  general 
electrical  appliances  and  equipment.  His  ob- 
ject   was    to    demonstrate    the    fact    that    the 


greatest  necessity  was  to  increase  output,  and 
he  held  that  neither  in  breadth  of  thought, 
nor  in  capacity  of  adaptation  had  we  yet 
shown  ourselves  to  be  equal  to  our  competi- 
tors. 

Discussing  the  point  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  trade  unions  affect  the  industry,  he 
said  that  instead  of  finding  any  desire  to  raise 
the  productive  capacity  of  the  operative,  the 
most  restrictive  and  definite  rules  had  been 
imposed  which  had  resulted  in  restricting  out- 
put, which  in  English  shops  was  small  as 
compared  with  those  of  similar  capitalization 
possessed  by  foreign  competitors.  Then  the 
leaders  had  sought  to  control  the  wage  ques- 
tion by  the  law  of  average,  which  was  equiva- 
lent to  saying  that  an  endeavor  was  being 
made  to  disregard  the  laws  of  social  economy, 
and  he  condemned  such  a  movement. 

While  the  general  standard  of  comfort  had 
advanced,  capital  had  suffered  a  reduction  in 
value.  The  question  of  the  wage  standard  in 
relation  to  modern  practice  was  admittedly  an 
involved  one,  but  while  condemning  the  en- 
deavors of  the  co-operative  class  to  restrict 
output,  it  could  hardly  be  held  that  there  was 
no  other  phase  to  be  discussed.  It  was  proba- 
bly true  that  there  had  been  too  evident  a  de- 
sire on  the  part  of  the  employers  to  reduce 
the  labor  charge  at  the  same  time  as  output 
had  increased,  which  was  tantamount  to  say- 
ing that  the  purpose  of  the  machinery  was 
disregarded,  and  its  economic  value  to  the 
community  nullified. 

To  secure  the  best  results  from  modern 
practice,  the  wage  standard  should  be  based 
on  increased  production,  and  not  on  a  stand- 
ard of  time,  which  was  only  partially  satisfac- 
tory under  different  conditions.  Neither  was 
it  just  that  the  pay  should  be  based  on  the  as- 
sumption that  because  the  machine  was  an 
advanced  production  a  man  of  less  intelligence 
could  operate  it,  or  because  of  the  lesser  in- 
telligence required,  a  lower  wage  should  com- 
pensate the  labor.  He  quoted  from  an  article 
he  wrote  some  months  ago  in  an  American 
cycle  paper  on  the  possible  effects  of  an  in- 
crease in  exports  of  American  cycles  to  this 
country,  consequent  upon  the  combination  of 


a  large  number  of  American  concerns.  He 
deprecated  building  bicycles  to  meet  the  vary- 
ing demands  of  English  customers,  but  advo- 
cated the  sending  out  of  a  standard  pattern. 

American  Parts  the  Standard. 

English  component  parts,  he  also  said  in 
this  article,  were  produced  by  repetition 
methods  in  splendidly  equipped  factories, 
none  of  which,  probably,  were  surpassed  in 
America.  The  parts  were  better  designed 
and  contained  more  talking  points  than  the 
products  of  the  average  bicycle  maker.  This 
article  was  written  before  he  had  inspected 
many  American  shops,  and  his  anticipations 
in  respect  of  the  comparative  of  leading  shops 
were  fully  justified  by  actual  investigation.  Mr. 
Baker  here  stated  that  leading  fittings  of 
English  manufacture  could  not  be  produced 
in  any  shop  in  a  cheaper  or  more  efficient 
manner.  It  was  probable  that  the  English 
mechanic,  in  his  present  disposition  towards 
the  power  press,  was  only  repeating  his  for- 
mer attitude  towards  automatic  turning  ma- 
chines, and  was  probably  preparing  for  as  dis- 
astrous an  awakening. 

A  discussion  followed  the  lecture.  Mr. 
Craig  having  said  he  had  often  heard  good 
remarks  from  Mr.  Baker  before,  remarked 
that  there  was  great  need  of  technical  educa- 
tion. He  pointed  out  that  a  great  deprecia- 
tion went  on  in  repetition  machinery,  and 
said,  in  the  North  of  England  especially,  there 
was  unreasoning  objection  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  labor-saving  machinery.  It  was  a 
short-sighted  policy  that  had  done  this  coun- 
try a  lot  of  harm. 

The  Chairmantthoughtthe  mixing  of  nation- 
alities in  America  had  contributed  to  its  suc- 
cess in  shop  practice,  and  Mr.  Baker  agreed. 
He  considered  that  workmen  might  live  as 
cheaply  in  America  as  in  England. 


Carbide  Discovered  by  Accident. 

It  is  remarkable  what  a  number  of  valua- 
ble inventions  have  been  discovered  by  sheer 
accident  or  chance.  Calcium  carbide,  for  in- 
stance, was  brought  to  light  (no  joke  in- 
tended) in  this  wise,  for  its  originator  cer- 
tainly cannot  lay  claim  to  the  credit  of  hav- 
ing experimented  with  a  view  to  producing 
an  illuminant  more  powerful  and  easily  made 
than  coal  gas.  It  was  by  a  pure  accident 
that  he  found  out  the  properties  of  calcium 
carbide,  tons  of  which  he  had  been  carting 
out  and  throwing  in  the  stream  near  his 
smelting    works. 
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Union   Bicycles**! 


For    1900. 

NOT   HAVING    HEARD   FROM    YOU, 
READ     OUR     AD.      'N     LAST    ISSUE. 

Union  Cycle  Mfg.  60.,  Highlandville,  Mass. 

Kindly  mention  The  WheeL 
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DICTATED  BY  Clarke. 


BROWN  &  WALES 

Iron,  Steel,  Heavy  Hardware 
Steam,  Gas  and  Plumbers'  Supplies 
Metals,  Electrical  and  Bicycle  Material 
Hrtse,  Pipe  and  Fittings,  Sewing  flachines 

69=83  PURCHASE  ST.,  BOSTON 


T. 


Babbitt  Metals 

Files,  Rasps 


Steel  Roofing 


Dec.    20,     1899. 


steel  Lath 


Fredrick  Manufacturing  Co., 

New  York,  N.  Y. 
Gentlemen  :  - 

We  have  just  been  informed  by  the Handle  Bar  Co.  that 

they  are  intending  to  push  a  patent  which  they  claim  they  have 
on  the  Adjustable  Handle  Bar,  and  anybody  that  makes  adjustable 
bars  in  two  or  three  devices  is  infringing  upon  their  patent. 

Are  you  willing  to  guarantee  us  that  we  will  not  in  any 

way  be  annoyed  by  the Handle  Bar  Co.  in  regard  to  your  bar  ? 

Kindly  advise  us  by  return  mail,  and  oblige. 

Yours  truly, 

BROWN  &  WALES. 


OUR   POSITION. 


aFreOrfcft  Manufacturing  Co., 

150  IWassau  Street, 

mew  ]3or??  Citg,  'm.  S.  a. 


TELEPHONE,    1384.   CORTLANDT. 
CABLE  ADDRESS     RICKFRED. 


December  21st,  1899. 
Messrs.  Brown  &  Wales, 

Boston,  Mass. 
Gentlemen : - 

We  are  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  20th  inst.  ,  and, 
believing  that  our  position  should  be  clearly  outlined,  we  desire 
to  state : 

That  the  FREDRICK  ADJUSTABLE  HANDLE  BAR  does  not  infringe 
any  patents  pertaining  to  Handle  Bars. 

That  the  financial  standing  and  reputation  of  our  hoase 
are  behind  our  product. 

That  the  great  success  that  our  bar  has  met  with  will  not 

be  interrupted  by  such  methods  as  those  adopted  by  the  

Handle  Bar  Co.  ,  as  we  will  protect  our  customers,  and  will  esteem 
it  a  favor  to  be  informed  by  anyone  of  annoyances. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Die.  C.  FREDRICK  MANUFACTURING  CO. 
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Cycling  Spies  in  War* 
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BY    A    TRANSVAAL    WRITER. 
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AN  interesting  story  of  the  part  played 
by  cyclists  in  the  preliminary  arrange- 
ments for  the  Boer-British  war  is  told  in 
"Bicycling  News"  by  a  correspondent  resi- 
dent in  South  Africa.  The  writer  is  rather 
partial  to  the  British  side  of  the  controversy, 
but  nevertheless  gives  an  entertaining  con- 
tribution to  the  Martian  literature,  and  it  is 
here  reproduced: 

For  the  past  four  months  the  Transvaal 
Boers  have  been  more  than  curious  to  learn 
from  European  sources  the  best  means  of  util- 
izing their  young  men  who  are  ineligible  on 
account  of  age  for  commandeering  for  war. 
They  have  been  so  stringent  in  enforcing  the 
law  of  engaging  all  burghers  of  the  State  for 
duty  in  war  that  they  were  sorely  perplexed 
as  to  the  most  efficient  means  to  adopt  to- 
wards their  younger  men.  Finally,  after  see- 
ing the  magnificent  conduct  shown  by  the 
Natalian  cyclists  in  offering  their  services  as 
cycle  corps,  the  Boers  imitated  the  idea,  and 
called  for  similar  volunteer  formations 
amongst  their  cyclists.  There  was,  however, 
a  vast  difference  in  the  intentions  set  down 
between  the  riders  of  Natal  and  those  of  the 
Transvaal,  for  while  in  the  former  instance 
clubs  amalgamated  themselves  into  despatch 
riders,  or  available  for  whatever  other  service 
the  Colonial  Government  might  require  of 
them,  the  Boer  Government  commandeered 
their  cyclists  individually  for  the  specific  pur- 
pose of  acting  as  quick-riding  spies  and  out- 
posts. 

Anxious  for  Service. 

In  many  cases  willingness  and  even  a  spirit 
of    keen     enthusiasm    were    shown,    for   war 
was   but  a  supposition,   generally  believed  to 
be  removed  by  the  powers  of  diplomacy.    The 
commandeered     cyclists     were     boys,     who, 
through     association     from     childhood     with 
English  boys  of  sporting  inclinations,  had  be- 
come rational  in  common  sense  and  sensible 
in  disposition  towards  the  Uitlander  oppres- 
sion throughout  the  Republic,  and  their  con- 
sent was  not  regarded  by  them  as  an  act  of 
hostility    towards    their     friendly     associates. 
Yet,  when  they  were  despatched  on  trial  jour- 
neys,  they   began  to   see   that   in   case   of   an 
outbreak  of  war  their  mission  would  not  be 
the     manner  •  of     occupation     their     feelings 
would  dictate  as  tasteful.    There  is,  to  begin 
with,  an  entire  absence  of  what  we  term  in 
England  roads;  by  which  I  mean  roads  which 
may  be  ridden  over  on  a  cycle  without  great 
fear  of  danger  and  with  any  pretence  to  com- 
fort    or     speed.       The     majority     of     roads 
throughout  the   country   are  from   100   to  as 
much  as  300  feet  wide,  divided  by  natural  for- 
mations into  as  many  as  sometimes  four   or 
five   parallel   streaks    of   clumpy   mud,    which 
separate  at  places  and   finally  branch  out  to 
unknown  parts,  eventually  terminating  on  the 
bare  veldt.     On  one  occasion  a  party  of  ten 
cyclists  was  ordered  to  carry  a  dummy  mes- 
sage to  a  person  some  eighty-four  miles  dis- 
tant.   They  rode  together  at  a  pace  of  twelve 
miles  an  hour,  attempting,  it  is  stated,  a  road 
record  for  the  country,  when   suddenly   they 


encountered  one  of  the  broad  divided  roads 
I  have  referred  to.  They  pedaled  along  for 
about  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  when  the 
leader,  striking  a  smooth  path  in  his  ploughed 
field,  sprinted  on,  believing  he  was  making 
pace  for  his  followers.  Being  on  other  sec- 
tions of  the  road,  they  did  not  pursue,  and 
finally,  when  they  arrived  at  a  "spruit," 
through  which  they  were  obliged  to  wade, 
carrying  their  machines  above  their  heads, 
the  captain  found  he  had  lost  four  of  his  men, 
and  only  a  couple  of  hundred  yards  further 
on  the  road  was  found  to  end.  The  results 
were  very  disappointing  to  General  Joubert 
(the  Transvaal  commander),  who  anticipated 
very  useful  services  from  the  cycling  corps. 
Well-Known  Riders. 

Among  the  riders  who  were  commandeered 
whose  names  will  be  known  in  England  are 
J.  M.  Griebenow  (who  represented  South 
Africa  and  the  Transvaal  in  the  N.  C.  U.  and 
world's  championships  last  year),  C.  Kruger 
(champion  of  South  Africa  this  year),  P. 
Pretorius  (South  African  hour  record  holder), 
H.  H.  Eraser,  and  other  burgher  cycling 
celebrities.  With  the  exception  of  proving 
useful  as  despatch  riders  between  camp  and 
camp  in  their  own  territory,  the  Boer  cycling 
corps  have  not  succeeded  in  any  way  as  sup- 
plementary volunteers  to  the  forces. 

Up  to  the  present,  volunteer  cycling  corps 
in  Colonial  towns  have  been  formed  in  Kim- 
berley,  Mafeking  and  Maritzburg.  The  latter 
town  no  sooner  heard  that  volunteer  efforts 
would  be  appreciated  as  a  loyal  movement 
by  the  Colonial  Government,  than  the  Rover 
Cycling  Club  formed  themselves  into  a  corps, 
and  were  accepted  by  the  Government.  None 
of  these  corps  have  been  called  upon  yet  for 
active  service,  and  may  not  be  requisitioned 
unless  their  towns  are  attacked,  in  which 
case  they  will  undoubtedly  be  an  important 
adjunct  to  local  forces. 

An  Active  "ral(ir." 

A  Transvaal  cyclist  named  W.  H.  Eraser, 
of  Pretoria,  who  was  sent  to  Maritzburg,  the 
imperial  garrison  in  Natal,  obtained  an  en- 
gagement in  the  transport  department  of  the 
Second  Royal  Dublin  Fusiliers.  His  posi- 
tion was  only  a  very  small  one,  and  was 
agreed  to  be  but  temporary,  while  the  regi- 
ment was  stationed  in  the  town.  Fraser  was 
soon  suspected  of  sending  nig;htly  foolscap 
despatches,  unaddressed,  to  some  person  up 
country,  and  each  night  he  would  be  seen  at 
the  station  delivering  'his  packet  to  a  passen- 
ger. The  Intelligence  Department  at  once 
dismissed  him  from  the  service,  but  refrained 
from  arresting  him,  a  strict  vigilance  being 
kept  upon  him.  He  came  to  me  one  day  and 
asked  if  I  knew  of  any  employment.  He  told 
me  without  knowing  my  position  in  the  cy- 
cling world  in  the  Transvaal,  that  he  was  H. 
H.  Fraser,  of  Pretoria.  When  I  appeared 
inquisitive,  and  totally  ignorant  of  Transvaal 
cycling,  he  told  me  that  Ihe  had  a  wall  cov- 
ered with  medals  and  brackets  with  cups, 
that  he  had  won  the  South  African  champion- 


ship two  years  ago,  and  various  successes 
which  belong  ito  the  credit  of  H.  H.  Fraser. 
All  of  a  sudden  I  startled  him  fcy  saying  I 
would  not  attempt  to  obtain  a  position  for 
him,  and  what  was  more  if  he  did  not  leave 
my  office  I  would  turn  him  out.  He  quietly 
replied:  "Wihy  do  you  speak  like  that?"  I 
thereupon  informed  'him  of  my  position  on 
the  Transvaal  Cyclists'  Union,  and  that  all 
his  talk  was  an  excellent  account  of  Mr.  H. 
H.  Fraser,  but  a  thorough  lie  of  'his  own  per- 
formances. He  has  siimce  been  reported  as 
having  been  shot  at  Ladysmith  for  being  a 
spy  in  the  English  camp!  A  similar  fate  has 
befallen  other  Transvaal  riders,  but  owing  to 
the  necessary  reticence  on  the  part  of  the  mil- 
itary authorities  I  am  prevented  from  re- 
porting with  accuracy  many  interesting  sto- 
ries circulated  by  Dame  Rumor,  who  has 
proved  herself  a  50  to  1  chance  in  war  time 
against  accuracy  or  truth., 


The  Treasury  Bicycie  Shed. 

One  of  the  greatest  bicycle  stables  in  the 
country  is  located  inside  of  the  walls  of  the 
Treasury  Department  in  Washington.  It  is 
under  the  roof  of  a  large  shed  built  in  the 
north  court  of  the  Treasury  building  and  has 
a  floor  area  of  about  10,000  square  feet.  In 
ordering  the  construction  of  the  shed  the 
only  purpose  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
had  was  to  provide  added  protection  for  the 
extensive  vaults  under  the  court  where  a 
hundred  million  dollars  or  more  in  silver 
coin  and  bullion  is  stored.  Moisture  was 
finding  its  way  into  these  vaults,  and  pend- 
ing authorization  by  Congress  for  the  re- 
concreting  of  the  vast  subterranean  area  a 
wooden  roof  over  the  space  was  decided  up- 
on. To  the  captain  of  the  watch  occurred 
the  happy  thought  that  if  the  roof  were 
raised  a  few  feet  higher  than  the  architect's 
plan  contemplated  the  hundreds  of  bicycles 
which  then  incumbered  and  blockaded  the 
corridors  might  be  conveniently  and  safely 
stored  there.  He  suggested  the  change  and 
it  was  made.  Now  the  1,900  employes  of 
the  department,  or  such  of  them  as  may  be 
addicted  to  the  bicycle  habit,  have  stalls  for 
their  wheels;  each  being  assigned  to  a  spe- 
cial number.  Nearly  500  wheels  are  stabled 
there  from  9  to  3  every  day.  The  sight  is 
one  worth  seeing  and  is  one  of  the  curiosi- 
ties of  Washington  about  which  few  outside 
of  the  department  have  ever  heard. 

The  Monarch  Cataiogue. 

The  annual  catalogue  of  the  Monarch  Sal;es 
Department  of  the  A.  B.  C.  is  out,  and  it 
ranks  with  the  most  artistic  efforts  of  the 
printing  trade.  From  cover  to  cover  it  is  an 
exhibit  of  printing  excellence,  and  the  text- 
matter  is  not  one  whit  behind.  The  covers 
are  so  striking  as  to  arrest  attention  at  once, 
yet  they  are  not  in  gaudy  colors.  Rather  are 
they  striking  because  of  the  good  taste  shown 
in  the  selection  of  color  schemes  and  gen- 
erally unusual  blending.  The  inner  pages  are 
devoted  to  most  complete  descriptions  of  the 
models  of  the  Monarch;  how  they  are  made 
in  detail,  and  all  about  the  immense  factories 
at  which  they  are  created.  The  catalogue  is 
in  conversational  style,  the  company  explain- 
ing all  of  the  details  of  operation  and  con- 
struction to  a  prospective  agent,  and  this 
style  lends  an  added  charm  to  a  perusal  of 
the  book.  The  catalogue  as  a  whole  is  one 
that  dealers  and  riders  will  value. 
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Torrington^  Conn*, 

Dec.  22d,  J  899. 
TO  THE  TRADE. 

In  a  circular  dated  the  t6th  inst.  the  American  Bicycle  Co. 
notifies  the  trade  that  it  owns  the  Smith  patent  of  Nov.  J  3th, 
J  888;  that  it  contains  thirteen  claims,  three  of  which  cover  all 
safety  bicycles  now  on  the  market.  Were  this  true,  why  is  it  that 
the  trade  has  waited  eleven  years,  only  to  be  given  this  information 

for  the  first  time  by  the  A.  B.  Co.?  But  the  statement  is  not 
true.  Two  of  the  claims — the  fourth  and  sixth — are  narrowly  re- 
stricted to  a  construction  not  usually  found  in  safety  bicycles  now 
on  the  market,  and  both  are  for  constructions  lacking  in  novelty  and 
invention  and  not  patentable.  The  first  claim  is  for  an  old  and 
well-known  workshop  expedient;  it  covers  nothing  of  novelty  and, 
as  wc  are  advised,  is  void  beyond  a  shadow  of  doubt.  The  trade 
has  always  looked  upon  the  patent  as  being  invalid  and  worthless. 
Several  million  safety  bicycles  have  been  made  and  sold  since  the 
Smith  patent  was  granted,  but  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  only  one  suit 
was  ever  brought  upon  it  and  that  was  allowed  to  drag  along  for 
four  years,  only  to  be  compromised  to  escape  trial.  The  patent  is 
now  subject  to  the  same  defenses  of  want  of  novelty  and  invention 
and  of  laches  as  it  was  in  the  hands  of  its  prior  owners. 

We  hereby  notify  the  trade  that  we  shall  protect  our  agents 
and  customers  against  any  suits  that  may  be  brought  against  them 
by  the  American  Bicycle  Co. 

THE  EAGLE  BICYCLE  MFG.  CO., 
Torrington,  Conn. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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^^A  Message  to  Garcia/' 

A  REPRINT  OF  A  FAMOUS  HARANGUE. 


♦-... 


ONE  of  the  old-school  westerners,  with 
shaven  upper  lip  and  a  goatee.  A  head 
of  red  hair  once;  white  now.  A  gray  eye  of 
the  twinkling  sort.  A  general  air  of  bon 
homme.  The  sort  of  man  to  be  the  president 
of  the  Lotus  Club,  of  New  York  City.  And 
a  railroad  man  from  away  back. 

That's  George  H.  Daniels,  general  passen- 
ger agent  of  the  New  York  Central.  That's 
the  man  who  declared  that  "A  Message  to 
Garcia,"  written  by  Elbert  Hubbard,  editor 
of  "The  Philistine,"  was  one  of  the  best 
things  he  had  ever  read. 

It  is  conceded  by  eminent  publishers  that 
no  previous  literary  production  ever  attained 
in  the  same  length  of  time  anything  like  the 
circulation  of  "A  Message  to  Garcia." 

This  famous  epic  first  appeared  in  the 
"Philistine  Magazine"  for  March,  1899,  and 
by  permission  of  Mr.  Elbert  Hubbard,  edi- 
tor of  "The  Philistine"  and  author  of  the 
Message,  it  was  almost  immediately  reprinted 
as  No.  25  of  the  New  York  Central's  "Four- 
Track  Series"  of  books  of  travel  and  of  edu- 
cation. 

Conservative  estimates,  which  take  into  ac- 
count the  circulation  of  the  daily  and  weekly 
papers,  magazines  and  miscellaneous  period- 
icals in  which  it  has  appeared  at  home  and 
abroad,  fix  the  number  of  times  it  has  been 

printed  at   7,945,000 

Various     issues    of    the     "Roycroft 

Shop"    and   others    85,000 

No.  25  of  the  New  York  Central's 

"Four-Track    Series"    500,000 

Total    8,530,000 

It  has  been  translated  into  the  French  and 
German  languages,  and  has  appeared  in  a 
French  magazine,  "The  Revue  Bleue,"  of 
Paris,  and  has  also  been  printed  in  a  French 
publication  in  Canada.  It  has  also  been 
translated  into  the  Japanese  language,  and 
appeared  in  full  in  a  Japanese  paper  published 
in  Tokio. 

It  is  being  translated  into  the  Russian  and 
Hungarian  languages,  and  will  be  issued  in 
pamphlet  form  in  these,  as  well  as  in  French 
and  German,  for  general  circulation  in  Eu- 
rope. 

It  has  been  used  as  a  reading  lesson  in  hun- 
dreds of  American  schools,  and  in  one  of  the 
western  States  it  has  been  adopted  as  one  of 
the  tests  for  the  examination  of  applicants 
for  positions  as  teachers  in  the  public  schools. 

The  Wheel  prints  the  article  here.  It  is 
a  good  sort  of  gospel  to  spread  among  young 
American   workers: 

A  Message  ta  Garcia. 

In  all  this  Cuban  business  there  is  one  man  stands 
out  on  the  horizon  of  my  memory  like  Mars  at  peri- 
helion. When  war  broke  out  between  Spain  and  tlie 
United  States  it  was  very  necessary  to  communicate 
quickly  with  the  leader  of  the  insurgents.  Garcia  was 
somewhere  in  the  mountain  fastnesses  of  Cuba — no 
one  knew  where.  No  mail  nor  telegraph  message 
could  reach  him.  The  President  must  secure  his 
co-operation,  and  quickly. 

What  to  dol 

Some  one  said  to  the  Presideiil:  "There's  a  fellow 
by  the  name  of  Rowan  will  find  Garcia  for  you,  if 
anybody  can." 


Rowan  was  sent  for  and  given  a  letter  to  be  de- 
livered to  Garcia.  How  "the  fellow  by  the  name  of 
Rowan"  took  the  letter,  sealed  it  up  in  an  oil-skin 
pouch,  strapped  it  over  his  heart,  in  four  days  landed 
by  night  off  the  coast  of  Cuba  from  an  open  boat, 
disappeared  into  the  jungle,  and  in  three  weeks  came 
out  on  the  other  side  of  the  island,  having  traversed 
a  hostile  country  on  foot  and  delivered  his  letter  to 
Garcia,  are  things  I  have  no  special  desire  now  to  tell 
in  detail. 

The  point  I  wish  to  make  is  this:  McKinley  gave 
Rowan  a  letter  to  be  delivered  to  Garcia;  Rowan  took 
the  letter  and  did  not  ask,  "Where  is  he  at?"  By  the 
Eternal!  there  is  a  man  whose  form  should  be  cast  in 
deathless  bronze  and  the  statue  placed  in  every  col- 
lege of  the  land.  It  is  not  book  learning  young  men 
need,  nor  instruction  about  this  and  that,  but  a 
stiffening  of  the  vertebrae  which  will  cause  them  to  be 
loyal  to  a  trust,  to  act  promptly,  concentrate  their 
energies;  do  the  thing — "Carry  a  message  to  Garcia!" 

General  Garcia  is  dead  now,  but  there  are  other 
Garcias. 

No  man  who  has  endeavored  to  carry  out  an 
enterprise  where  many  hands  were  needed  but  has 
been  well  nigh  appalled  at  times  by  the  imbecility  of 
the  average  man — the  inability  or  unwillingness  to 
concentrate  on  a  .thing  and  do  it.  Slipshod  assistance, 
foolish  inattention,  dowdy  indifference,  and  half- 
hearted -work  seem  the  rule;  and  no  man  succeeds, 
unless,  by  hook  or  crook,  or  thireat,  he  forces  or 
bribes  other  men  to  assist  him;  or,  mayhap,  God  in 
His  goodness  performs  a  miracle,  and  sends  him  an 
angel  of  light  for  an  assistant.  You,  reader,  put 
this  matter  to  a  test:  You  are  sitting  now  in  your  office 
— six  clerks  are  within  call.  Summon  any. one  and 
make  this  request:  "Please  look  in  the  encyclopedia 
and  make  a  brief  memorandum  for  me  concerning 
the   life   of   Correggio." 

Will  the  clerk  quietly  say,  "Yes,  sir,". and  go  do 
the   task? 

On  your  life,  he  will  not.  He  will  look  at  you  out 
uf  a  fishy  eye  and  ask  one  or  more  of  the  following 
questions: 

Who  was  he?  ,  ■ 

Which  encyclopedia? 
Where  is  the  encyclopedia? 
Was  I  hired  for  that? 
Don't  you  mean  Bismarck? 
What's  the  matter  with   Charlie   doing  it? 
Is  he  dead? 
Is  there  any  hurry? 

Shan't  I  bring  you  the  book  and  let  you  look  it  up 
yourself? 
What  do  you  want  to  know  for? 

And  I  will  lay  you  ten  to  one  that  after  you  have 
answered  the  questions,  and  explained  how  to  find 
the  information,  and  why  you  want  it,  the  clerk  will 
go  off  and  get  one  of  the  other  clerks  to  help  him 
try  to  find  Garcia— arid  then  come  back  and  tell  you 
there  is  no  such  man.  Of  course,  I  may  lose  my  bet, 
but  according  to  the  Law  of  Average,  I  will  not. 

Now  if  you  are  wise  you  will  not  bother  to  explain 
to  your  "assistant"  that  Correggio  is  indexed  under 
the  Cs,  not  in  the  Ks,  but  you  will  smile  sweetly  and 
say,  "Never  mind,"  and  go  look  it  up  yourself. 

And  this  incapacity  for  independent  action,  this 
moral  stupidity,  this  infirmity  of  the  will,  this  unwil- 
lingness to  cheerfully  catch  hold  and  lift,  are  the 
things  that  put  pure  socialism  so  far  into  the  future. 
If  men  will  not  act  for  themselves,  what  will  they  do 
when  the  benefit  of  their  effort  is  for  all?  A  first 
mate  with  knotted  club  seems  necessary;  and  the 
dread  of  getting  "the  bounce"  Saturday  night  holds 
many  a  worker  to  his  place. 

Advertise  for  a  stenographer,  and  nine  out  of  ten 
who  apply  can  neither  spell  nor- punctuate — and  do  not 
think  it  necessary   to. 

Can  such  a  one  write  a  letter  to  Garcia? 

"You  see  that  bookkeeper,"  said  the  foreman  to 
me  in  a  large  factory. 

"Yes;  what  about  him?" 

"Well,  he's  a  fine  accountant,  but  if  I'd  send  him 
uptown  on  an  errand  he  might  accomplish  the  errand 
all  right,  and,  nn  the  nilur  band,  might  stop  at  four 
saloons  on  the  way,  'and  when  he  got  to  .Main  street 
would  forget  what  he  had  been  sent  for." 


Can  such  a  man  be  en^usted  to  carry  a  message  to 

Garcia? 

We  have  recently  been  hearing  much  maudlin  sym- 
pathy expressed  for  the  "down-trodden  denizens  of 
the  sweat  shop"  and  the  "homeless  wanderer  searching 
for  honest  employment,"  and  with  it  all  often  goes 
many  hard  words  for  the  men  in  power. 

Nothing  is  said  about  the  employer  who  grows  old 
before  his  time  in  a  vain  attempt  to  get  frowzy 
ne'er-do-wells  to  do  intelligent  work,  and  his  long, 
patient  striving  with  "help"  that  does  nothing  but 
loaf  when  his  tack  is  turned.  In  every  store  and 
factory  there  is  a  constant  weeding-out  process  going 
on.  The  employer  is  constantly  sending  away  "help" 
that  have  shown  their  incapacity  to  further  the  inter- 
ests of  the  business,'  and  others  are  being  taken  on. 
No  matter  how  good  times  are,  this  sorting  continues, 
only  if  times  are  hard  and  work  is  scarce,  the  sorting 
is  done  finer — but  out  and  forever  out  the  incompetent 
and  unworthy  go.  It  is  the  survival  of  the  fittest. 
Self-interest  prompts  every  employer  to  keep  the  best 
— those  who  can  carry  a  message  to  Garcia. 

I  know  one  man  of  really  brilliant  parts  who  has 
not  the  ability  to  manage  a  business  of  his  own,  and 
yet  who  is  absolutely  worthless  to  anyone  else,  be- 
cause he  carries  with  him  constantly  the  insane  sus- 
picion that  his  employer  is  oppressing  or  intending  to 
oppress  him.  He  cannot  give  orders,  and  he  will  not 
-receive  them.  Should  a  message  be  given  him  to  take 
to  Garcia,  his  answer  would  probably  be,  "Take  it 
yourself." 

To-night  this  man  walks  the  streets  looking  for 
work,  the  wind  whistling  through  his  thread-bare  coat. 
No  one  who  knows  him  dare  employ  him,  for  he  is  a 
regular  firebrand  of  discontent.  He  is  impervious  to 
reason,  and  the  only  thing  that  can  impress  him  is 
the  toe  of  a  thick-soled  No.  9  boot. 

Of  course,  I  know  that  one  so  morally  deformed  is 
no  less  to  be  pitied  than  a  physical  cripple;  but  in 
our  pitying  let  us  drop  a  tear,  too,  for  the  men  who 
are  striving  to  carry  on  a  great  enterprise,  whose 
working  hours  are  not  limited  by  the  whistle,  and 
whose  hair  is  fast  turning  white  through  the  struggle 
to  hold  in  line  dowdy  indifference,  slipshod  imbecility, 
and  the  heartless  ingratitude  which,  but  for  their  en- 
terprise, would  be  both  hungry  and  homeless. 

Have  I  put  the  matter  too  strongly?  Possibly  I 
have;  but  when  all  the  world  has  gone  a-slumming 
I  wish  to  speak  a  word  of  sympathy  for  the  man  who 
succeeds — the  .man  who,  against  great  odds,  has  di- 
rected the  efforts  of  others,  and,  having  succeeded, 
finds  there's  nothing  in  it;  nothing  but  bare  board 
and  clothes. 

I  have  carried  a  dinner  pail  and  worked  for  day's 
wages,  and  I  liave  also  been  an  employer  of  labor, 
and  I  know  there  is  something  to  be  said  on  both 
sides.  There  is  no  excellence,  per  se,  in  poverty;  rags 
are  no  recommendation;  and  all  employers  are  not 
rapacious  and  high-handed,  any  more  than  all  poor 
men  are  virtuous. 

My  heart  goes  out  to  the  man  who  does  his  work 
when  the  "boss"  is  away  as  welj  as  when  he  is  at 
home.  And  the  man  who,  when  given  a  letter  for 
Garcia,  quietly  takes  the  missive  without  asking  any 
idiotic  questions,  and  with  no  luiicing  intention  of 
chucking  it  into  the  nearest  sewer,  or  of  doing  aught 
else  but  deliver  it,  never  gets  "laid  off,"  nor  has  to 
go  on  a  strike  for  higher  wages.  Civilization  is  one 
long  anxious  search  for  just  such  individuals.  Any- 
thing such  a  man  asks  shall  be  granted;  his  kind  is 
so  rare  that  no  ernployer  can  afford  to  let  him  go.  He 
is  wanted  in  every  city,  town  and  village — in  every  of- 
fice, shop,  store  and  factory.  The  world  cries  out  for 
such;  he  is  needed,  and  needed  badly — the  man  who 
can  carry  a  message  to  Garcia. 

"There  is  now  in  press  the  second  half 
million  of  No.  25  of  the  New  York  Central's 
"Four-Track  Series,"  a  new  and  beautifully 
illustrated  edition  of  32  pages,  containing,  in 
addition  to  the  Message,  a  new  portrait  and  a 
two-page  sketch  of  Lieut.-Col.  Andrew  S. 
Rowan,  the  man  who  carried  the  message; 
a  fine  portrait  of  Lieut.-Gen.  Calixta  Garcia, 
the  man  to  whom  the  message  was  sent, 
with  an  authentic  sketch  of  his  life;  a  fine 
portrait  of  Mr.  Elbert  Hubbard,  the  man 
who  wrote  the  Message,  with  a  sketch  of 
his  career,  and  eight  pages  of  opinions  of 
the  press  and  the  public  as  to  what  "A  Mes- 
sage to  Garcia"  is  doing  and  will  do  for  the 
rising  generations  of  the  world.  The  de- 
mand for  copies  is  undiminished,  and  it 
seems  likely   to  continue  indefinitely. 
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Before  Ordering  Your  New  Tires  for    J^  C:^C3C_)    ®^^  What  They  Say  About  the 


Pneumatic 


Resilient 


Single  Tube 


Easy  Riding 


Print  Registered  iSgg.     Milioaukee  Patent  Pu7icture-Froof  Tire  Co. 

PRESENTING    NEW    TESTIMONIALS    EACH    WEEK. 


BAILEY'S  HONOLULU  CYCLERY.  231  King  Street, 
;  Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands,  November  27, 1899. 

Milwaukee  Patent  Puncture-Proof  Tire  Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Dear  Sirs:  There  has  never  been  a  tire  used  in  Honolulu  that  has  given  the  great 
satisfaction  that  your  Puncture-Proof  Tire  has  done.  This  is  the  thorniest  spot  in  the 
whole  world,  I  think.  Thorns  that  will  puncture  any  tire  ever  tried  will  not  puncture 
yours. 

In  fact,  I  had  made  up  my  mind  that  it  was  impossible  to  get  a  tire  to  withstand  our 
thorns,  but  your  tire  will  do  so. 

I  have  sold  a  lot  of  them  here,  and  have  had  every  buyer  s'ixpress  his  great  satisfac- 
tion because  they  are  not  too  hard  for  comfortable  riding. 

Yours,  etc., 
(Signed),  J.  S.  BAILEY. 


HAGAN  &  NEWLAND,  Prep's,  El  Paso's  Popular  Bicycle  Store. 

El  Paso,  Tex.,  December  4,  1899. 
Milwaukee  Patent  Puncture-Proof  Tire  Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Gentlemen:  After  closing  the  most  successful  year  of  the  bicycle  business  we  ever 
had  we  wish  to  speak  a  word  in  behalf  of  Puncture-Proot  Tires.  We  have  sold  over 
$4,000  worth  of  Milwaukee  Tires  this  year,  and  we  never  yet  have  had  any  tire  to 
give  one-half  the  satisfaction  that  the  Milwaukee  has  given  us.  We  can  safely  say  that 
having  the  exclusive  sale  of  the  tires  here  has  increased  our  business  fully  33J^  per  cent 
and  if  we  had  to  give  them  up  we  would  close  up  shop.  People  come  to  us  that  have 
been  our  competitor's  customers  for  years  and  buy  Milwaukee  Tires,  and  they  are  our 
friends  from  then  on. 

On  receipt  of  this  letter  ship  us  50  pairs  of  Milwaukee  Patent  Puncture-Proof  Tires, 
as  we  are  clear  out.  Yours  respectfully, 

(Signed),  HAGAN  &  NEWLAND. 


Representatives  Wanted.    Write  for  Prices  and  Other  Information. 

MILWAUKEE  PATENT  PUNCTURE-PROOF  TIRE  CO.,  MILWAUKEE,  WIS.,  U.  S.  A. 


Crosby  &  Mayer  Co*, 

BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 


Ladies'  Combination. 
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Blair's  Precepts* 

RULES   OF   BUSINESS   CON'DUCT. 
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T  OHN  I.  BLAIR  died  recently.  He  left 
J  ibeihind  him  an  estate  valued  at  between 
.$50,000,000  and  $70,000,000.  He  did  not  gain 
this  vast  amount  by  inheritance,  luck  or  wind- 
fall. He  earned  it,  from  the  first  dollar  to  the 
last,  and  he  did  it  by  steadfast  adherence  to 
his  ideas  of  money-making  principles.  Many 
of  the  multi-imillionaires  of  to-day  ascribe 
their  financial  success  tO'  the  arrangement  and 
conduct  of  definite  plans.  In  studying  these 
plans  and  principles  of  the  financial  giants 
there  is  many  a  good  lesson  lor  the  strug- 
gling men  who  are  their  contemporaries.  The 
average  man  dislikes'  to  throw  his  interests 
and  intellect  lintO'  the  grind  of  ifollowing  a  pre- 
considered  plan  of  operation.  He  would 
rather  deviate  at  times  when  Fortuna  in  a  by- 
path beckons  him  to  her  in  lavish  promises. 
It  is  just  as  well  to  remember  that  the  great 
commercial  controllers  are  not  average  men. 

John  Blair  found  himself  conducting  a  coun- 
try store  at  Gravel  Hill,  N.  J.,  early  in  his  ca- 
reer, and  employed  by  him  were  two  clerks. 
Those  employes  were  part  of  his  business, 
and,  as  such,  a  part  of  bis  business  principles. 
To  be  effective  they  must  work  in  barmony 
with  hiis  ideas.  Therefore  'he  compiled  a  set 
of  rules  for  them,  and  it  is  interesting  to  know 
what  this  great  business  man  considered  vital 
business  principles  for  those  who  are  starting 
their  upward  climb  to  success.  Most  men 
are  such  "starters;"  few  get  beyond  that 
stage. 

Here  are  the  rules  and  regulations  of  one 
"starter"  who  never  stopped  until  he  died: 

"1st.  The  Storehouse  and  the  Goods  in 
the  same — to  be  kept  in  the  most  perfect  or- 
der. Nothing  tO'  be  permitted  tO'  Lie  in  a 
Slovenly  manner  about  the  floor.  Neither 
clothes,  shoes,  Goods  or  any  other  article. 

"■2d.  No  article  of  Goods,  clothing  or  any 
other  matter,  to  be  made  use  of  unnecessar- 
ily. But  in  the  most  prudent  and  respectable 
manner.  This  is  a  matter  worthy  to  be  ob- 
served and  Lived  up  to,  as  carelessness  and 
Negligence  is  the  ruin  of  all  Business;  and 
this  particular,  above  all  others,  ought  to  be 
most  strictly,  and  prudently  observed,  in  or- 
der to  make  a  Merchant,  or  any  other  good 
Citizen.  Unless  this  Principle,  the  most  Im- 
portant of  all,  is  lived  up  to,  it  is  useless  to 
undertake  any  Business  whatever,  with  the 
Idea  of  Making  a  Living.  And  any  person 
who  does  not  live  up  to  this  Rule  of  conduct 
loses  my  confidence. 

"3d.  Every  article  of  store  Goods  to  be 
kept  in  their  place,  in  the  most  respectable, 
and  neatest  manner  and  order. 

"4th.  The  Books  are  to  be  kept  posted  up 
by  the  head  clerk,  and  every  item  examined 
by  the  first  and  second  clerk,  the  Charges 
and  postage  thereof;  that  in  no  case  mistake 
can  be  found.  Which,  if  so  done,  will  give 
our  business  a  character  worthy  of  notice; 
and  Appreciated  by  our  customers  and  our- 
selves. 

"5th.  I  cannot  allow  my  clerks  to  associate 
too  much  with  loose  and  immoral  characters; 
nor  Frequent  the  Taverns.     Neither  do  I  wish 


them  to  scuffle  or  wrestle  with  such,  but  pride 
themselves  above  this,  as  no  good  can  result 
from  it,  but  a  Greiat  Injury,  it  will  bring  on 
them,  such  as  slothfulness  and  lounging  about 
the  store.  And  those  characters  will  take 
many  privileges  in  my  absence,  which  would 
give  uneasiness. 

"6th.  I  wiis'h  my  clerks  on  the  Sabbath  to 
go  Regular  to  church.  This  is  a  good  prin- 
ciple. It  sets  a  good  example  to  others,  if 
they  should  not  be  immediately  benefited  by 
it. 

"7th.  Never  permit  yourself  to  use  seven 
brooms  to  sweep  the  house  with,  neither  five 
blickeys  to  keep  water  in;  and  other  like  ex- 
travagances, in  proportion.  Those  principles 
of  extravagances-  are  disgusting,  and  would 
ruin  any  man  in  due  time.  Can  you  think  it 
looks  better,  or  why  is  it  done? 

"8th.  The  Great  Principles  of  trade  are 
these  and  must  be  observed  by  any  person 
going  into  business  or  carrying  on  same; 
which  are:  Be  strictly  'attentive  always  to 
your  business.  Be  Punctual  in  all  Matters. 
Be  careful  and  economizing  in  all  things. 
Make  the  best  of  all  things  you  have.  Watch 
the  situation  of  your  accounts.  Strictly  attend 
to  your  collections;  moderately  pressing  the 
debtor  when  he  has  funds  that  you  know  of. 
If  dunned,  in  due  form,  you  generally  suc- 
ceed. Always  know  the  Situation  of  your 
own  AfTairs.  Avoid  riding  or  going  to  any 
place  where  you  have  no  business.  It  is  al- 
ways better  to  attend  to  your  business.  If  you 
contract  debts,  look  ahead  and  make  calcu- 
lations to  pay  them. 

"N.  B.  A  decent,  prudent,  careful  man  will 
appear  much  better  in  a  Hemp  Suit,  than  a 
slovenly,  careless  fop  in  a  Silk  Suit. 

"N.  B.  The  clerk  best  complying  with  the 
above  rules  shall  be  paid  on  the  first  of  next 
April  five  dollars,  and  if  both  live  up  to  it, 
five  dollars  each,  with  my  good  will. 

"N.  B.  Always  consider  that  you  are  doing 
business  for  yourselves,  when  you  do  my  bus- 
iness. If  you  live  up  to  the  rules  laid  down, 
I  will  make  men  of  you,  and  it  will  make  men 
of  yourselves.  All  that  I  can  do  for  you 
would  be  of  no  Service,  if  you  don't  comply 
with  my  Rules  and  follow  my  advice. 

"If  you  pursue  the  course  I  have  laid  down, 
all  will  be  safe,  and  I  shall  have  the  pleasure 
of  keeping  good-natured;  but  if  not  all  will 
be  confusion,  and  I  must  Eternally  find  fault." 


electrical  power  or  gas  motor.  The  trial  was 
made  with  a  light  buggy. 

The  inventors  came  to  this  city  three 
months  ago  and  interested  Edward  Marks,  a 
capitalist,  who  thought  so  well  of  it  that  he 
at  once  provided  for  the  making  of  the  first 
machine.  In  the  meantime  he  secured  assist- 
ance from  Cleveland,  and  the  company  is  al- 
most ready  to  be  lincorporated.  The  Cleveland 
people  are  making  every  endeavor  to  have 
the  factory  located  in  that  city,  but  Mr.  Marks 
has  announced  that  the  location  .will  be  Tole- 
do. 

Mr.  Marks  told  a  representative  of  The 
Wheel  that  the  machine  would  add  but 
350  pounds  to  the  weight  of  any  vehi- 
cle, that  it  would  attain  a  speed  of  not  less 
than  twenty  miles  an  hour,  and  that  it  could 
be  put  on  the  market  at  less  than  one-third 
the  cost  of  any  automobile  now  on  the  mar- 
ket. He  states  that  the  company  will  not  be 
organized  on  economical  lines. 


Big  Motor  Plant  for  Toledo. 

Toledo,  Dec.  23. — Toledo  and  Cleveland 
capital  is  to  build  an  automobile  factory  in 
Toledo,  in  which  imachines  invented  by  Fred- 
erick Dockenwadel,  of  Coshocton,  O.,  and 
Edward  Pickett,  former  Mayor  of  Union 
City,  Ind.,  are  to  be  made.  The  first  ma- 
chine imade  by  these  gentlemen  was  run  out 
on  the  streets  Saturday,  and  the  trial  proved 
that  it  would  attain  a  very  high  speed.  The 
machine  is  an  innovation,  inasmuch  as  it  can 
be  adjusted  to  any  vehicle  from  a  light  road 
wagon  to  a  heavy  truck  or  moving  van,  and 
can  be  propelled  by  foot  power,  hand  power. 


Autos  for  Brooklyn  Post  Office. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Dec.  23.— Postmaster 
Wilson,  of  Brooklyn,  has  been  in  the  city  on 
business  connected  with  his  department,  and 
unofficially  witnessed  several  automobile  tests, 
with  the  idea  of  introducing  them  in  the  mail 
collection  service  of  Brooklyn.  Mr.  Wilson 
expressed  himself  as  being  thoroughly  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  Postmaster  General's  sugges- 
tions to  Congress  on  the  subject,  and  said 
that  he  was  particularly  in  favor  of  the  ma- 
chine which  is  operated  by  steam.  He  said 
that  the  horseless  vehicle  was,  in  his  opinion, 
just  the  thing  for  making  mail  collections; 
and,  with  certain  changes  in  the  style  of  the 
machine,  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  de- 
partment, he  thought  that  they  would  be 
adopted  in  a  very  short  time. 

Automobiles  Burned. 

In  a  stubborn  fire,  which  consumed  the 
third  and  fourth  floors  of  the  building  occu- 
pied by  the  construction  department  of  the 
Electric  Vehicle  Co.,  forty-three  new  auto- 
mobiles were  burned  Saturday  night.  The 
structure  covers  the  numbers  from  211  to  219, 
inclusive,  in  East  Forty-third  street.  Loss, 
.$150,000.  

Women  Pay  for  Road  Building. 

Easthampton,  L.  I.,  Dec.  23.— The  commit- 
tee of  the  Women's  Village  Improvement  So- 
ciety of  Easthampton,  having  the  good  roads 
branch  of  that  organization's  work  in  hand, 
having  settled  upon  the  plan  and  the  mate- 
rials to  be  used  in  the  sample  section  of  road 
to  be  built  on  Main  street,  will  this  week  ad- 
vertise for  proposals  for  part  of  the  materials 
required.  The  probabilities  are  that  the  work 
of  road  building  will  commence  next  week. 
The  entrance  of  the  Village  Improvement  So- 
ciety as  a  factor  in  the  movement  for  highway 
improvement  in  this  town  came  about  at  a 
recent  meeting  of  the  Association  when  the 
season's  work  was  reviewed  and  the  treas- 
urer's report,  showing  a  balance  on  hand  of 
over  $240,  was  read. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  the  treasurer  was 
able  to  announce  that  the  $1,000  mark  had 
been  passed  and  that  the  total  amount  sub- 
scribed was  $1,013.  Since  then  the  proceeds 
have  raised  the  total  to  $1,095.  In  addition 
to  these  contributions  of  money  some  of  the 
villagers  have  promised  to  contribute  in  work, 
with  rnen  and  horses,  from  one  to  twenty  days' 
time. 
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DEFY  BOTTOM-BRACKET  CLAM 


IN  response  to  a  circular  letter  recently  issued  by  the  Amer- 
ican Bicycle  Company,  the  attorneys  of  the  Cycle  Trades 
Protective  Association  have  written  the  American  Bicycle 
Co.  as  follows: 

"American  Bicycle  Co., 

"Park  Row  Building,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

"Gentlemen: 

"We  beg  to  notify  you  that  our  firm  has  been  retained 
to  attend  to  the  patent  matters  of  the  independent  bicy- 
cle manufacturers  throughout  the  United  States  who 
have  organized  themselves  into  an  association  known  as 
Cycle  Trades    Protective  Association. 

"The  more  immediate  purpose  of  this  notice  is  to  ren- 
der superfluous  any  more  published  warnings  to  the 
trade  like  your  circular  letter  of  recent  date,  of  alleged 
infringement  of  United  States  patent  No.  392,013,  dated 
November  13,  1888,  to  William  E.  Smith,  for  an  improve- 
ment in  bicycles,  by  our  stating  to  you  that  we  do  not 
believe  that  any  member  of  the  Association  will  take  a 
license  under  the  patent.  The  Association  will  defend 
against  any  suit  you  may  bring  against  its  members, 
charging  infringement,  and  the  members  have  been  no- 
tified to  place  in  our  hands  the  defense  of  any  suit  or 
suits  you  may  enter  against  any  one  or  more  of  them  for 
infringement  of  this  patent. 

"In  this  connection  we  would  suggest  that  if  you  in- 


tend to  sue  for  infringement  of  the  Smith  patent,  that  you 
promptly  bring  the  suit  against  a  member  of  the  Cycle 
Trades  Protective  Association  and  discontinue  the  pub- 
lication of  notices  threatening  the  trade.  If  you  will  do 
this  we  will  do  our  part  toward  expediting,  as  much  as 
the  nature  of  the  case  will  permit,  the  progress  of  the 
suit  to  final  hearing'. 

"Respectfully, 
(Signed)         "Dyrenforth  &  Dyrenforth. 
"Chicago,  January  2,  1900." 


The  above  is  the  result  of  the  meeting  of  the  C.  T.  P.  A.,  in 
Buffalo,  last  Saturday.     So  is  the  following: 

"Notice  is  hereby  given  that  the  Cycle  Trades  Protective 
.Association  has  ample  defense  of  any  action  brought  for  in- 
fringement of  the  Smith  patent  No.  392,913,  and  has  in- 
structed its  attorneys  to  defend  any  such  suit  against  a  mem- 
ber or  members  of  the  Association  or  any  of  their  customers. 

"F.  I.  Johnson,  Iver  Johnson's  Arms  &  Cycle  Works. 

"F.  P.  Eldredge,  National  Sewing  Machine  Co. 

"C.  H.  Crosby,  Crosby  &  Mayer  Co. 

"C.  H.  Metz,  Waltham  Mfg.  Co. 

"H.  P.  Snyder,  H.  P.  Snyder  Mfg.  Co. 

"P.  T.  Andrae,  Julius  Andrae  &  Sons  Co. 

"L    H.  Manson,  Manson  Cvcle  Co. 

"TRUSTEES. 

"S.  A.  Miles,  Secretary." 


Mr.  Spalding  Non-Committal. 

President  Spalding,  of  the  American  Bicy- 
cle Co.,  returned  to  his  office  in  New  York 
yesterday  after  an  absence  of  two  weeks,  and 
plunged  into  a  mass  of  desk  work.  He  had 
not  received  the  C.  T.  P.  A.  notice  printed 
above,  and  had  nothing  to  say  on  the  subject. 
Secretary  Dickerson  also  said  that  he  did  not 
■desire  to  be  quoted. 

The  Meeting  Was  Quiet. 

Bufifalo,  Jan.  2. — The  meeting  of  the  Cycle 
Trades  Protective  Association  Committee  held 
here  last  Saturday  was  kept  very  quiet,  and 
under  no  circumstances  would  they  give  out 
any  information  of  any  description.  Not  a 
line  was  given  to  the  daily  press. 

Did  N9t  Call  on  Cassady. 

Having  been  so  informed,  The  Wheel 
.stated   last  week   that   Secretary    Hill,   of  the 


Crosby  &  Mayer  Co.,  had  called  upon  Mr. 
Cassady,  who  is  looking  after  bottom-bracket 
matters  for  the  A.  B.  C.  It  is  since  learned 
that  this  was  not  so,  and  that  the  Crosby  & 
Mayer, Co.  has  no  intention  whatever  of  tak- 
ing any  action  with  reference  to  the  bottom- 
bracket  patent  except  as  it  may  act  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Cycle  Trades  Protective  Associa- 
tion. 

What  Westerners  Think. 

A  letter  from  a  Chicagoan,  who  travels 
much  and  whose  sympathies  are  obvious,  con- 
tains this: 

"There  is  a  general  impression  out  here 
that  the  A.  B.  C.  will  tackle  some  eastern  con- 
cern if  they  decide  to  enforce  a  bottom-brack- 
et license  law,  and  that  if  the  matter  gets  into 
the  courts  it  will  drag  along  for  two  and  pos- 
sibly three  years  before  reaching  a  decision. 
This  is  the  attitude  of  all  the  independent 
manufacturers  throughout  the  West.  The  im- 


pression seems  to  prevail  that  the  A.  B.  C. 
could  not  get  a  favorable  verdict  in  the  West, 
but  that  they  might  in  the  East,  and  for  that 
reason  the  belief  is  that  an  eastern  concern 
will  be  the  first  to  be  attacked.  There  is  a 
very  strong  feeling  out  this  way  against  a 
one  dollar  royalty  on  a  bottom  bracket  on 
which  the  market  price  is  21  cents.  In  con- 
trast to  this  is  the  fact  that  the  Tillinghast  tire 
people  only  charge  25  cents  royalty  on  an 
article  which  costs  from  $4  to  $6.  There  is 
no  objection  to  this  small  additional  cost,  but 
the  dollar  idea  is  going  to  keep  them  all 
fighting  and  kicking  as  long  as  they  exist." 


What  Will  Fauber  Do? 

There  is  much  speculation  as  to  what  posi- 
tion W.  H.  Fauber  will  take  with  reference  to 
the  A.  B.  C.  bottom-bracket  claim,  and  why, 
since  his  return  from  Europe,  he  has  had  con- 
sultations with  the  A.   B.   C.  people.       From 
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Chicago  come  the  remark  that  these  consul-  A  meeting  of  the  C.  T.   P.  A.  was  held  in  said  Mr.  Jiidd,  of  the  Park  City  Mfg.  Co.,  "I 

tations   were   not   necessarily   with   a  view   to  Buffalo  to-day,  and  'though  unable  to  be  per-  shall  have  to  go  out  of  business,  (o>r  we  make 

the  payment  of  royalty,  and  the  assertion  that  sonally  represented  there,  Mr.  Manson's  views  crank-hangers  only,  and  a  tax  of  $1  on  a  bot- 

within  thirty  days  Mr.  Fauber  would  join  the  were  mailed,  and  were  substantially:     "Go  in  tom  bracket   is   out   o[  all   proportion   to   the 

C.  T.  P.  A.  and  oppose  the  A.  B.  C.  claim.  and  win."  cost   of   production.        I    would   willingly   pay 

"If  the  A.   B.   C.   can   substantiate   its  claim  any  reasonable  royalty,  however,  if  the  patent 

and  holds  us  up  for  a  royalty  of  one  dollar,"  is   sustained." 
Robie  and  Others  Interviewed. 

Chicago,  Dec.  30. — Regarding  the  persistent  ♦••-•-•-•-••••-•-•-•-•-•-•"•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•"•-•-•-•-•"•••••■•"••••••••••"•-•-•-••••-•"••■•-•-•-•-•-•-•-•^^^^ 

rumor  that  George  T.  Robie,  of  the  Excelsior  ?                                        ^f—,      _^„     /^T'TTTTn      Jf^TCW^TC    Ttl'T^C  • 

Supply   Co.,   had  taken  out  a  bottom  bracket  |               J\     (jKlb  1       vJl*      U  1  llCK     IN £1 W  O-Jjl  1  0»                ? 

license   from  the   American   Bicycle   Co.,   and  i  i 

the   evident   curiosity   among  men   of   promi-  .^^_,_,.,„,_,.,_,_,_,_,.,_,_,_,.,.,.,.._.„,-,-,.,_,_,..,..............-.-....-.-.-.-....-M-«-»-»r-»-.-»"»~«"«-»-»-«"»-.^ 

nence  in  trade  circles  as  to  the  reason  that  the 

Excelsior  Supply  Co.   should  take  the  initia-  \  forty  Per  Cent  Increase.  l)ased    upon    a    letter    sent    out    by    the    Kelly 

tive  in  tlie  West  in  taking  out  a  license,  the  Statements  differ  as  to  the  comparative  sue-  Handle-Bar    Co.,    in    which    it    was    claimed, 

following  authentic   interviews   will   make   in-  ^^^^.^  q^   \    g    q    j^j-kJ  independent  makers  in  without  specifying  any  bar  in  particular,  that 

teresting  reading:  securino-    desirable    agents    and    orders.     It    is  adjustable  handle-bars  in  two  or  three  devices 

"We  have  come  in  for  quite  a  large  amount  ^^^jj    ],,nQ^,^,i.,    ^^^^^    jj^g    independents    got    into  '"^''^  infringements  upon  their  patent;  and  the 

of  unwished-for  notoriety  in   the   trade   since  ^^^^  ^^^^  early    and  there  is  no  question  that  Fredrick  Mfg.  Co.  gave  the  desired  assurance 

the  rumor  that  we  had  taken  out  a  license  to  s^j^e    of   them'   have    done   very    well    indeed.  '"  ^'''^  most  positive  manner,  stating  that  the 

sell   bottom   brackets   was   started,"    said   Mr.  jj.^^   outsiders  are   doino-  considerable   chort-  Fredrick     adjustable    bar    does    not    infringe 

Robie,  "and  I  do  not  wish  to  discuss  the  sub-  y^^^  ^^^^  ^       ^^^^  ^^  difficulties  that  beset  the  ^"^    handle-bar    patent     whatsoever.       Aside 

ject  at  length  at  this  time.     I  will   say,  how-  alphabetical  giant,  and  are  particularly  assert-  f''0"i   ^'^'s,   the   name   of  Wyckoff,   famous   in 

ever,  that  we  are  now  licensees  of  the  A.   B.  -^^^  ^j^^^  ^^^^^-^  ^    g_  ^^    factories  are  not  as  "^e   typewriter   busmess,    stands    back   of   the 

C,  and  that  we  took  this  step  after  our  attor-  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^        should  be  at  this  time  and  are  Fredrick    Company,    which    is   therefore   very 

ney  had  fully  examined  the  Smith  patent  and  j^^^"  accepting  deliveries  of  material.     At  one  st''°"g  financially, 

advised  us  of  its  validity.  oE  ^1^^  biggest  factories  one-third  of  the  met-  O'^er  handle-bar  concerns  have  previously 

"We    believe    that   the    patent   will   be    sus-  ^j  polishers  were  indeffuitely  laid  off  last  week.  8'"^^"^  evidence  of  pugnacity  on  this  same  mat- 

tained  by  the  courts  throughout  the  country,  g^^  .j^^^^  -^  ^j^^  ^^^^^  ^-^^  ^f  .^j^^  ,^^^^.     _^       ter.                                

and  that  the  rest  ot  the  trade  will  have  to  fall  ^heel  man  was  shown  the  order  .sheets   of  „,,,,.,  p„,     f  ..    „  „.      , 

in  line  before  long      We  have  quite  a  stock  of  i                   '       *      ^u           i        j-        t.  "'"'*  "^*^   Eclipse  Brcycles. 
Ill  line  ueiuic  luiig.      vv  c  iid.\c  quiLc  a.  atuciv  ui  ^  ^^^y.  j^^j-gg  concern  for  the  week  ending  De- 
hangers  on  hand,  and  I  intend  to  send  them  member  23      The  comparative  record  showed  "^  ^'^''^^'^  bought  the  entire  stock  of  '98  and 
down  to  be  stamped  and  pay  the  dollar.  ^q    p^^   ^^^^   .^^^re    business    than    had    been  '"^  ^^^^^'^  '^^'^  ^^  the  Eclipse  Bicycle  Co.  at 

"I  do  not  see  any  use  m  fighting  this  thing.  done  so  far  last  year ;  in  fact,  the  orders  equaled  "^^   ^"^^   ^^^^  "^^^'^   manufacturing  bicycles 

and  I  think  the  C.  T.  P.  A.  has  done  a  lot  of  gQ   p^^   cent   of  the   total   business    done    last  ^"'^  decided  to  confine  themselves  to  the  Mor- 

good  advertising  for  the  A.  B.   C.  by  raising  ^^^^^^      j^  -^  reasonable  to  assume  that  other  T°^  ^""^''^  ^"^  coaster,"  said  E.  J.  Willis,  of 

the  amount  of  money  they  have  raised  to  fight  ^    b_   ^    concerns  of  good  standing  are  also  ''^^  ^'"'^  P^'"''^  ^'°^  ^"^^^^1^  Co.,  New  York, 

them  on  this  issue."  making  good  showings.  '^'^  ^"^-     "^^^^  '^^^^  mvolved  a  large  number 

Mr.  Robie  went  on  to  say  that  the  majority                                                 of-  wheels,    including    all    styles     of     frames, 

of  independent    manufacturers    admitted    that  W  II    r        t    r       ri  many   fitted    with    the    Morrow   brake.        Mr. 

they  were  able  to  get  from  $2  to  $3  more  per  '  Willis  said  that  he  expected  to  get  the  factory 

machine   for  their  wheels  than  they   got  last  J-    ^-    Wells,    formerly   associated    with    the  prices  for  the  wheels,  and  owing  to  the  high 

year,  and  that  as  the  A.  B.  C.  was  responsible  foreign   department   of  H.   A.    Lozier   &   Co..  regard  in  which  this  make  of  wheel  is  held  by 

for  these  improved  conditions  the  royalty  was  '^^s  accepted  the  important  position  of  foreign  the  riders,  saw  no  need  of  cutting. 

no  more  than  their  due  manager  for  the  new  Canadian  combine,   the                                           

So  far  as  is  known  the  Excelsior  Supply  Co.  Canada  Cycle  &  Motor  Co.,  Ltd.,  with  head-  Exhibitors  at  Paris. 

is  the  only  independent  firm  in  Chicago  that  ^l^;f  ^ers  in  Toronto.     Mr.  Wells  has  had  con-  American  exhibitors  at  the   Pari's 

has  taken  out  a  license,  and  the  great  major-  ^'derable  experience   in   the   foreign   business,  ^^Jf°    1     nnbnsi;ed   i,    th  -  L  n!tr       n 

ity   fail  to   coincide   with   Mr.    Robie's   views,  having  been  connected  for  several  years  with  ^^^d      °   T^  \i   e   ^^^^                 To  "re  the 

;,nH    cannot   nuite   understand   whv   he    should  ^  New  York  exporting  house  before  going  to  ^"esdaj       The  Ameiican  Bicycle  Co.  are  the 

and  cannot  quite   understand   why   he   should  .     ,                 '^          °                            =       °  only  eye  e  exh  b  tors,  wh  le  A.  G.  Spaldino-  & 

take  the  position  he  does,  especially  as  it  is  Loz.er  s.       The   new    Canadian    combine    has  '     reoresent  the   ^meric-in  .^nrtfZ  a^nA. 

generally  understood  that  they  handle  some-  ""^er  its   control     the    Cleveland,     Gendron.  f^^^^-^;;;/'"''''''  ''''  ^^'"""^'"^  ^P'^^^'"^  «°°^^ 

thing  less  than  a  thousand  bottom  brackets  in  Massey-FIarris  and  Goold  plants,  all  ot  which           '          '                      

a  season.  ^^^'^  exporteda  number  of  wheels  in  years  past.  Superintendent  Wants  Position. 

c;n.m*>  r.f  thp  rpnrpcpni-a+M-p  mpn  -imnno-  fhf  The   Masscy-Harris   CoiTipanv   has   been   par-  „,,                .          ,           ,         . 

borne  ot  the  representative  men  among  the  .  j!  ,  ■  ^  '  r  ,,  ,  1  he  superintendent  of  a  b  cycle  lamp  con- 
independents  are  inclined  to  be  reticent  on  the  ticularly  fortunate  in  Austraha,  and  has  prob-  ^  exoerience  desire.  . 
,„Kip^.  ably  the  largest  business  in  that  country.  Mr.  ^""  °*  tourteen  years  experience  desues  a 
suujci-L.  1     ,.  1       ^                 J    i.1       r       ■  hew  connection.     See     A.    B."  advertisement 

W.  H.   Fauber  does  not  wish  to  be  quoted  ^^  ells   will   undertake   to   expand   the    foreign  gj^^^j^^^^    i,^   j^^   Wheel 

at  the  present  time,  and  will  only  say  that  he  business  of  the  company,  and,  incidentally,  it                                           ■ 

has  not  yet  decided  what  action  he  will  take.  ^'^^^  ^e  added    that  he  now  looks  upon  the  c  ...    x  u    „ 

TT      1    T-    -c-      1                   ^     c  ^           u   .  .1  Ifnited  States  as  a  foreign  field  "^^  Shelby  Tube  Buyer. 

Frank  T.  Fowler  was  out  of  town,  but  the  "'lcu  oudLCb  cus  d,  luicigu  neiu.  j                 j 

writer  was  given  to  understand  that  no  atten-                                           J-  -^-  Pannabaker  has  succeeded  H.  D.  Selt- 

tion  would  be  paid  to  the  notice.  Handle-Bar  Litigation  in  Prospect.  ^er  as  purchasing  agent  for  the  Shelby  Steel 

"I  see  no  reason  why  I  should  do  anything  Not   to   be   outdone   in    warlikeness   bv    the  J""^'^   ^°-     ^^  '"'"   ^^  '°^^'"'   ^'^  ^'^^   Cleve- 

about   it   at   present,"    said    Mr.    Schwinn.    of  other   branches   of   the   trade,   the   handle-bar  '''""^  ^'^'^^  °^  "'^  company. 

Arnold,  Schwinn  &  Co.     "If  they  have  a  pat-  interests  seem  ready  to  lock  bars  and  indulge  Th  •    w 

ent  let  the  courts  sustain   it  and  we  will   pay  in  legal  wrestling.    The  announcement  by  the  England  Agent. 

the  royalty.     No,  we  are  not  members  of  the  Kelly   people   concerning   their   patent   claims  C.  A.   Underwood,   the   well-known    Boston 

C.  T.  P.  A.  yet."  has  stirred  up  the  animals,  and  if  appearances  Scaler,     will     represent    the     Great    Western 

"The  matter  doesn't  interest  us  very  much,"  do  not  deceive,  in  certain  quarters  any  legal  ^^^S-  Co.,  of  LaPorte,  Ind.,  in  New  England, 

said  Arthur  Hirsch,  of  the  Calumet  Cycle  Co.  action  they  may  take  will  be  vigorously  con-  ^^''''^  liead(iuarters  in  Boston. 

"If  the  patent  is  sustained  we  have  a  crank  tested. 

bracket  we  can  use  if  necessary,  which  we  are  Probably    no    stand    was   ever    more    vigor-  Incorporation. 

sure  is  not  covered  by  their  patent."  ously  taken  than  that  indicated   in  an  adver-  Dicbcl-Fppler   Mfg.    Co.,   Mount   Holly,   N. 

The  position  of  the  Manson  Cycle  Co.  is  so  tisement  put  forth  this  week  and  last,  by  the  J       Manufacture    bicycles.        Capital,   .^oO.OOO. 

well  known  through  their  advertising  that  it  Fredrick  Mfg.  Co..  of  fliis  cily.     A  customer  Incorporators:     W.  Diebel,  J.  Iqiplcr,  of  Phil 

is  liardly  necessary   to  quote  them.  wrote  them  for  protection  :igainsl  annoyance  adelphia,  Pa.;  B.  W.  Story,  of  Mount  Holly. 


1900. 
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EIGHTY-FIVE  PER  CENT, 

SAYS  THIRD  VICE-PRESIDENT  MERSELES,  OF  THE  AMERI- 
CAN BICYCLE  COMPANY,  IS  THE  PROPORTION  OF  INCREASE 
OF  ORDERS  TO  THE  THIRD  WEEK  IN  DECEMBER,  COMPARED 
WITH  ORDERS  RECEIVED  FOR  THE  SAME  LINES  IN  THE 
SAME  PERIOD  THE  PREVIOUS  YEAR— A  WELL-CONSIDERED 
TALK. 


IT  has  been  considered  by  most  thinking  per- 
sons from  the  beginning  of  the  talk  in 
favor  of  a  consolidation  of  many  of  the  inter- 
ests in  the  cycle  trade,  that  whatever  difficul- 
ties might  beset  the  idea,  the  'mere  fact  of  con- 
solidation would  ihave  a  solidifying  effect  up- 
on the  somewhat  chaotic  elements  of  the 
trade.  Solidity  inspires  confidence,  enthu- 
siasm. The  consolidation  has  had  another  ef- 
fect. It  has  given  a  marked  fillip  to  salesman- 
ship, within  its  own  jurisdiction  and  among 
its  competitors.  Besides  this,  in  the  average 
American  city  there  has  been  a  constantly  in- 
creasing desire  for  cycling,  despite  the  abate- 
ment of  what  might  be  termed  the  cycling 
.  fever  in  a  few  cities  of  the  first  'magnitude, 
and  now  that  general  prO'sperity  permits  the 
satisfying  of  many  desires  previously  impos- 
sible, with  other  conditions  favorable  there  is 
entire  reasonableness  in  the  figures  which  Mr. 
Theodore  F.  Merseles,  third  vice-president  of 
the  consolidated  interests  known  as  the  Amer- 
ican Bicycle  Co.,  quotes  in  an  interview,  to 
show  by  aidvance  orders  ihow  'great  was  the 
promise  for  a  lively  season  in  19'0'0.  Reports 
from  agents  all  over  the  country  showed  that 
the  orders  received  up  to  the  third  week  in 
December,  1899,  surpassed  those  for  the  same 
period  in  1898  by  'Over  85  per  cent.  This,  too, 
in  spite  of  the  indecision  early  in  the  season 
for  ordering,  on  account  of  the  doubt  as  to- 
the  policy  to  be  pursued  'by  the  company.  Mr. 
Merseles  backed  his  statement  by  exhibiting, 
not  for  publication,  however,  reports  from  the 
several   sales   departments. 

Another  surprise  was  the  fact  that  orders 
were  confined  to  no  'single  line  of  wheels  or 
groups  of  these,  but  were  spread  just  as  gen- 
erally as  in  other  years.  The  rate  of  increase 
viaried,  but  all  those  'makes  popular  in  other 
years  appear  in  similar  demand  this  year.  The 
increase  is  general,  'and  reflects,  Mr.  Mer- 
seles said,  the  agents'  confidence  in  the  A. 
B.  C. 

Mr.  Merseles  said:  "The  question  of  bicy- 
cle prospects  for  the  season  of  1900  must  be 
taken  from  the  wholesale  standpoint,  because 
it  is  the  only  one  thus  early  in  the  season 
which  will  furnish  figures  for  an  intelligent 
forecast.  We  are  enabled  to  sum  up,  even  at 
this  early  stage,  the  business  done  in  advance 
orders.  This  was  never  possible  in  other 
years,  because,  I  presume,  of  different  busi- 
ness methods  in  the  several  bicycle  houses. 
Figures  for  December  business  were  rarely 
available  until  the  season  was  well  advanced. 
We  are  able  this  year  to  compare  the  figures 
for  orders  received  up  to  December  23,  1899, 
with  those  for  the  same  perio'd  last  year,  with 
the  result  wonderfully  in  favor  of  this  year. 

"Agents  seem  practically  unanimous  in  pros- 
pecting that  the  coming  year  will  be  an  excep- 
tionally good  one.  Not  only  is  this  indicated 
by  their  correspondence,  'which  is  in  many 
cases  enthusiastic,  but  is  amply  borne  out  by 


the  size  of  sample  c.ders.  These  show  an 
average  increase  of  over  85  per  cent,  or,  in 
other  words,  that  where  an  agent  ordered 
twenty  bicycles  last  year  to  begin  the  iseason 
with,  he  this  year  starts  out  with  nearly  double 
that  number,  without  any  special  inducements 
having  been  made  to  place  stock  orders. 

"These  figures  furnish  a  reply  to  a  question 
frequently  put  to  me,  jWhat  are  the  prospects 
for  the  coming  season?'  I  'might  talk  for  a 
long  time  and  not  answer  the  query  so  well. 
The>se  are  'facts  that  permit  only  one  inference. 
Agents  do  not  buy  readily  in  a  bad  year.  They 
are  in  the  best  position  to  judge  of  the  senti- 
ment in  their  own  districts.  ■  Their  advance 
orders  are  the  outcome  of  interested  canvass 
of  the  several  localities  'in  which  they  do  bus- 
iness. They  do  not  guess,  I  presume,  but 
prosecute  investigations  to  be  used  by  them 
in  their  business. 

"As  for  1899,  the  general  opinion,  also 
borne  out  by  facts,  is  that  last  year  was  the 
best  bicycle  season  since  1896,  which  was  a 
remarkable  sales  year.  This  staite  of  afifairs 
was  also  generally  appreciated.  It  was  at- 
tributable probably  to  more  prosperous  times 
and  the  cessation  'of  hostilities  against  Spain, 
quite  as  much  as  the  low  prices  on  high-grade 
bicycles,  which  reached  the  lowc'St  notch. 

"Another  question  recently  put  to  me  refers 
to  'the  effect  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  is  go- 
nig  to  have  on  the  sale  of  bicycles.  I  have 
practically  answered  this  already.  I  will  add 
that  the  cause  of  the  increased  advance  orders 
appears  to  be  the  result  of  an  augmented  con- 
fidence on  the  part  of  agents,  due  largely  to 
the  existence  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co. 
The  idea  that  prosperity  alone  could  cause  the 
increase  'must  be  rejected.  The  removal  of 
certain  conditions  strengthens  the  market. 
Agents  know  they  can  safely  deal  with  a  com- 
pany whose-  financial  standing  is  not  only 
above  question,  but  is  material,  not  mystical, 
nor  taken  on  faith.  Agents  also  know  from 
their  acquaintance  with  the  -directors  of  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.,  with  whom  they  for- 
merly did  business  while  dealing  with  the 
companies  now  included  in  the  American  Bi- 
cycle Co.  that  they  will  be  treated  with  the 
same  consideration  as  in  other  years. 

"As  the  agent  in  forming  his  opinion  re- 
lies entirely  upon  public  sentiment,  it  is 
really  the  public's  confidence  that  is  mani- 
fested in  the  large  advance  sales.  This  is 
bound  to  become  more  marked  as  the  season 
advances.  To  any  thinking  person  it  must 
occur  that  if  ever  it  were  advantageous  to  a 
concern  to  exercise  the  greatest  care  for  the 
quality  of  the  goods  issued  from  its  factories, 
it  is  so  with  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  I  be- 
lieve the  general  public  understands  this  and 
approves  of  the  careful  system  of  inspection 
and  selection  which  has  been  inaugurated  and 
will  be  maintained  in  all  the  factories  of  the 
A.  B.  C. 


"Yet  another  factor  in  bringing  about  the 
increase  is  the  satisfaction  on  all  hands  that 
bicycle  prices  liave  reached  bed-rock.  They 
cannot  be  made  lower  until  an  absolute  rev- 
olution in  the  mode  of  manufacturing  bicycles 
is  brought  about  by  new  inventions — not  a 
contingency  that  is  likely  to  occur  in  a  great 
many  years,  if  at  all." 

Kroh  Makes  Assignment. 

Toledo,  Dec.  29. — Shortly  before  noon  to- 
day the  C.  Z.  Kroh  Company  made  an 
assignment  for  the  benefit  of  its  cred- 
itors to  Mervin  Jackson,  as  assignee. 
The  papers  were  filed  in  probate  court 
by  Attorney  Geo'rge  Boone,  and  include 
all  property  of  every  description  be- 
longing to  the  company.  The  plant  is  located 
at  3049  Monroe  street,  where  carriage  tops 
and  the  famous  "Park"  bicycle  saddles  have 
been  manufactured.  The  papers  were  signed 
by  President  C.  Z.  Kroh  and  Secretary  Elliott 
Hallenback  for  the  company. 

The  liabilities  are  about  $25,000.  The  ma- 
jority of  the  creditors  are  Toledo  parties.  The 
assets  are  iplaced  at  $10,000  in  personal  prop- 
erty and  $13,000  in  real  estate.  This  is  a  con- 
servative estimate.  Mr.  Jackson  has  accepted 
the  trust,  and  offers  a  $5,000  bond  in  Ameri- 
can Surety  Co.  Frank  Zander,  Samuel  P. 
Bowie  and  Gilbert  Cannifif  have  been  named 
for  appraisers  of  the  property. 

State  of  Georgia  Versus  A.  B.  C. 

Georgia  has  a  law  providing  that  each  man- 
ufacturer selling  bicycles  in  that  State  shall 
pay  the  State  an  annual  fee  of  $100.  Recently 
the  American  Bicycle  Co.  sent  a  check  for 
that  amount,  covering  the  year  1900.  "Nay, 
nay,"  responds  the  State  of  Georgia.  "You 
pay  $100  for  each  make  of  wheel  you  control, 
or  you  all  don't  do  business  here."  The  dif- 
ference between  $100  and  $4,000,  plus  the 
opinion  of  'principle  involved,  make  a  total 
disgruntlement  on  the  part  of  the  A.  B.  C. 
which  may  lead  to  legal  trouble,  or  a  sever- 
ance of  all  diplomatic  relations  between  these 
two  powers.  Perhaps  the  cheapest  way  would 
be  to  pay  and  growl. 


Cleveland  Ball  &  Screw  Co.  to  Move. 

The  Cleveland  Ball  &  Screw  Co.,  Cleveland, 
are  so  increasing  their  production  that  they 
are  becoming  somewhat  crowded  for  space, 
and  it  has  been  decided  to  remove  the  general 
offices  of  the  coimpany  to  one  of  the  leading 
office  buildings  in  the  business  section  of 
Cleveland.  Accordingly,  after  this  week  the 
sales  department,  in  charge  of  Charles  M. 
Pryse,  will  be  'found  at  446-448  Arcade  build- 
ing. The  company  are  making  active  prepar- 
ations to  go  into  the  manufacture  of  screw 
machines,  and  a  line  of  these  tools  will  be 
announced  before  long. 

Mr.  Bromley  Quits  Horse  Racing. 

Some  years  ago  Messrs.  A.  Featherstone 
and  J.  E.  Bromley,  closely  associated  in  the 
firm  of  A.  Featherstone  &  Co.,  formed  a 
horse-racing  partnership  under  the  name 
Bromley  &  Co.  This  firm  has  now  been  sev- 
ered, and  Mr.  Featherstone  alone  will  contin- 
ue the  stable.  A  Lexington  dispatch  says 
that  he  has  added  about  twelve  two-year-olds 
to  the  string,  and  that  he  expects  Mesmerist 
to  be  the  champion  three-year-old  tlie  coming- 
season. 
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A 
BREAT  LINE 

OF 

SADDLES  FOR  19D0 


We  candidly  believe  it  to  be 
the  best  line  we  have  ever  pro- 
duced*  We  have  given  as  much 
attention  to  Durability  and 
Serviceable  Quality  as  to  Beauty 
and  Finish,  AND  A  GREAT 
DEAL  TO  ALL  OF  THEM. 


If  you  have  not  yet  received  a 
Catalogue,  send  for  one. 
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Wheeler  Cork  Top. 
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GRAND  larceny  should  be  the  charge  for  the 
theft  of  a  bicycle.  If  in  the  administration 
of  justice  in  your  city  it  is  not  so  considered, 
write  letters  to  the  papers  about  it ;  to  the 
judges,  too.  Get  your  cycling  friends  to  do  the 
same.    Begin  an  agitation.    Keep  it  up. 


-•-•m«»«.^ 


AIR  IS  FULL  OF  FIGHT. 


WAR  makes  war.  History  proves  that.  The  world  has 
periods  of  quarrel  and  periods  of  peace.  History 
proves  that,  too.  Each  nation,  each  commonwealth,  each 
fraternity,  each  business  or  other  social  organism  has  its  cy- 
cles of  placidity  and  of  trouble,  of  health  and  sickness.  His- 
tory is  ever  repeating  itself. 

In  the  early  cycling  days  Pope's  commercial  genius  first 
introduced  American-made  bicycles  to  the  American  public, 
and  then  tried  to  monopolize  the  fruits  of  those  pioneer  ef- 
forts. Came  McKee  &  Harrington,  came  GormuUy  & 
Jeflfery,  came  Overman,  to  dispute  Pope's  patent  claims. 
There  was  war  for  a  time.  Then  peace  reigned  again.  Com- 
petition in  salesmanship,  in  advertising,  in  exploiting  cycling 
generally,  was  the  only  strife.  All  pulled  in  the  same  di- 
rection. 

Then  came  the  safety  bicycle,  the  pneumatic  tire,  and  then 
an  avalanche  of  manufacturers  of  bicycles  and  all  the  parts 
and  accessories  of  a  bicycle.  It  was  the  mushroom  growth 
which  springs  up  out  of  the  hot-bed  of  any  new  and  attractive 
opportunity.  Then  followed  the  inevitable  overflow,  the 
squeezing  out  of  the  weak  here  and  there,  until  the  process  of 
elimination  suddenly  took  the  form  of  a  combine — a  trust — 
with  a  sufficient  number  of  factors  remaining  single,  and  a 
sufficient  issue  at  stake,  to  provoke  a  renaissance  of  war. 

Here  is  an  interest  with  a  bottom-bracket  patent.     There 


is  another  with  a  handle-bar  claim.  Patents  on  single-piece 
crank-hangers,  single-tube  tires,  tire  fluid,  bicycle  racks,  and 
what  not,  begin  to  agitate  the  air.  War-like  tremors  abound. 
It  all  started  when  the  blood  of  nations  was  heated  by 
Dewey  "handing  a  few  oranges"  to  Mr.  Montejo,  at  Manila. 
The  lust  for  battle  is  permeating  the  body  politic,  the  body 
commercial.  One  chip  on  the  shoulder  is  no  sooner  knocked 
off  than  another  chip  appears  on  another  shoulder.  There 
seems  to  be  a  universal  desire  for  "scrap."  And  it  is  as 
evident  as  the  impudent  nose  on  your  face,  sir,  that  the 
cycle  trade  is  about  to  get  its  share  of  it. 


WORDS  TO  THE  POINT. 


SPECULATIVE  friends  who  favor  the  relinquishment  of 
racing  by  the  L.  A.  W.,  or,  rather,  its  control  by  certain 
professional  sporting  men  who  call  themselves  the  N.  C.  A., 
write  a  lot  of  twaddle  about  the  position  The  Wheel  takes 
in  the  matter. 

The  identity  of  the  writer  of  this  or  that  editorial,  and  the 
question  of  whether  The  Wheel  sticks  to  a  contention  be- 
cause it  doesn't  know  how  to  let  go,  are  irrelevant.  The  L. 
A.  W.  has  not  suitably  controlled  cycle  racing  of  late.  This 
has  been  due  partly  to  uncontrollable  evolutionary  conditions, 
partly  to  personal  incompetence.  But  it  is  of  great  im- 
portance that  amateurism,  the  basis  of  cycle  racing,  should 
be  suitably  controlled,  and,  regardless  of  all  that  has  been,  it 
seems  to  us  that  the  duty  of  the  L.  A.  W.  is  plain. 

It  has  other  aims — touring,  road  improvement  and  the  po- 
litical work  incidental  thereto,  etc. — but  amateur  cycle  racing 
has  not  died  and  will  not  die.  It  can,  however,  become  rot- 
ten, and  an  injury  to  the  cycle  trade,  the  L.  A.  W.  and  cy- 
cling generally;  and  the  quickest  rotting  process  will  be  the 
placing  of  its  management  in  the  hands  of  a  coterie  of  men 
whose  training  and  associations  are  those  of  professional 
sports,  who  run  bicycle  race  meets  of  the  six-day  and  other 
varieties,  distinctly  and  exclusively  for  what  there  is  "in  it"; 
who  have  no  more  affinity  for  amateur  sportsmanship  than 
our  venerable,  venerated  and  strictly  professional  friend,  Tom 
Eck.  The  gentlemen  in  control  of  the  N.  C.  A.  are  "out  for 
the  stuiif." 


THE  "SIN"  IS  RIGHT. 


Possibly,  bicycling,  as  a  mere  fashion,  has  seen  its  palmiest  days; 
but  it  is  safe  to  predict  that  with  people,  young  and  old,  who  know 
the  exhilaration  and  benefit  of  a  spin  in  the  open  air,  the  wheel  will 
be  as  much  of  a  companion  next  year  as  at  any  time  in  the  past. 
Some  allowance,  of  course,  must  be  made  for  the  invasion  of  auto- 
mobiles; but  it  is  likely  to  be  many  years  before  the  new  vehicles 
become  one-tenth  as  numerous  as  bicycles. — New  York  Sun. 

THE  "Sun"  used  to  make  this  claim:  "If  you  see  it  in  the 
'Sun'  it's  so."  Never  more  so  than  in  the  above  state- 
ment, although  many  metropolitan  readers  of  the  "Sun"  might 
pardonably  disbelieve  it.  We  are  all  prone  to  judge  general 
conditions  by  purely  local  conditions.  In  spite  of  the  excellent 
weather  with  which  this  part  of  the  country  has  been  Javored 
up  to  this  week,  bicycles  owned  in  this  city  and  its  suburbs 
have  rested  in  dusty  peace  since  early  October.  For  many 
days  the  boulevards  have  been  practically  deserted.  The 
natural  deduction  drawn  by  local  observers  is  that  interest 
is  on  the  wane.  As  it  is  here,  so  it  is  in  and  ardund  the  other 
largest  cities.  But  go  to  hundreds  of  cities  of  the  second, 
third  and  fourth  magnitude;    places    in  which  metropolitan 
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foverishness  is  absent,  and  in  which  cychng  is  a  real  daily  cou- 
venience  to  merchant,  manager  and  workman  alike.  In 
towns  like  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  the  mark  of  the  pneumatic  tire 
is  everywhere.  In  Minneapolis,  well-to-do  women  go  shop- 
ping a-wheel,  clad  in  cycling  costumes  of  surprising  quality 
and  tastefulness.  In  Indianapolis,  the  same.  In  Denver, 
everybody  rides  oq  every  clement  day.  The  "Sun"  is  un- 
questionably right. 


THE  New  York  cycle  show  will  be  well  attended,  if  past 
experience  counts.  The  good  attendance  will  make  a 
soothing  impression  upon  the  young  journalistic  heavy- 
weights who  will  report  it  for  the  metropolitan  newspapers. 
They  will  presumabl}-  write  pleasing  things  about  it,  and  the 
tone  of  their  writings  will  simmer  out  over  the  wires  and 
permeate  the  country,  and  so  the  show  will  do  good.  The 
effect  upon  metropolitan  riders,  too,  will  be  of  benefit  to  the 
trade.  The  many  thousand  riders  of  this  vicinity  need  all 
the  cycling  stimulus  that  can  be  given  them.  Whether  all 
this  good  is  worth  the  price  it  costs  is  a  question  that  is  being- 
propounded — chiefly  by  non-exhibitors,  we  notice.  Still,  the 
question  is  asked,  and  it  will  continue  to  be,  until  at  last 
there  will  be  no  show.  Speaking  for  the  present,  we  be- 
lieve the  whistle  is  still  worth  the  price. 

«     *     * 

Pneumatic  tyres  in  America  cost  the  cycle  manufacturer  just  about 
one-fourth  the  cost  of  the  pneumatic  tyres  as  used  here,  and  yet 
The  Wheel  says:  "Small  profit  is  largely  due  to  the  high  manufactur- 
ing cost  of  tyres." — London  "Cyclist." 

IF  the  cost  to  cycle  manufacturers  were  higher,  the  profit  to 
the  tire  maker  would  be  greater.  On  the  principle  of  the 
greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number,  we  feel  sorry  for  the 
English  cycle  manufacturer.  Perhaps,  if  he  could  get  his  tire 
makers  to  see  the  advisability  of  reducing  prices,  both  might 
benefit  by  securing  more  export  trade.  Over  here,  in  reduc- 
ing prices,  we  insist  that  all  concerned  share  in  the  operation. 

*     *     » 

WE  are  inclined  to  enthuse  over  the  coaster-brake  idea, 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  rider.  The  coaster-brake 
will  take  out  on  the  road  the  rider  who  for  one  reason  or 
another  has  become  lukewarm  in  his  interest.  The  idea  of 
going  out  for  a  "coast  around  the  neighborhood"  will  arouse 
him,  since  the  thought  of  work  is  alinost  eliminated.  Fun. 
play  is  injected  into  cycling  by  the  coaster-brake.  A  ma- 
chine so  fitted  is  a  sort  of  automobile.  It  is  for  the  grown 
man  what  the  bob-sled  is  for  the  small  boy.  A  comparative!}- 
effortless  jaunt  on  a  coaster-brake  machine  is  a  fine  thing. 


There  arc  plenty,  and  too  many,  American  shops  which  are  in 
charge  of  foul-mouthed,  abusive  and  tyrannical  brutes,  for  whom  no 
self-respecting  man  will  work  at  all  unless  he  is  so  fortunate  as  to  be 
unable  to  get  work  elsewhere,  and  these  shops  are,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  those  in  which  much  is  heard  of  the  unreliability  and  general 
imbecility  of  the  "average  man." — American  Machinist. 

MR.  CYCLE  MAKER,  have  you  any  of  these  human  pile- 
drivers  in  your  establishment?     If  you  have,  you  are 
getting  neither  the  kind  nor  quantity  of  work  out  of  your  men 

that  you  ought  to  get. 

■»     *      » 

SIA  EX  players  of  a  bicycle-i)olo  club  in  Dublin  expended 
a  little  over  f30  for  repairing  damages  sustained  by  their 
machines  during  the  past  season.  The  average  per  machine 
was  less  than  fl,  and  the  greatest  damage  to  one  machine  was 
a  bit  over  flO.  Most  of  the  machines  were  "cheap"  polo 
mounts,  costing  about  |40  each.     As  "cheap"  polo  mounts 


can  be  bought  for  considerably  loss  than  ,|4()  in  this  country, 
and  repairing  a  broken  frame  is  hardly  likely  to  cost  £1  7s.  6d. 
(about  $5),  perhaps  bicycle  polo  has  in  it  the  requisites  of  a 
suitable  indoor  winter  game. 


GOSSIP  is  rife  because  certain  concerns  which  a  year  ago 
were  in  the  stiff-upper-lip  class,  financially,  are  just 
now  unable  to  pay  their  bills.  The  reasons  for  this  inability, 
however,  are  pretty  well  understood,  and  nobody  has  been  so 
foolish  as  to  say  that  the  situation  shows  any  instability  in  the 
big  individual  concerns.  When  strength  helps  weakness, 
strength  is  weakened  temporarily.  Judgment  does  not  pass 
until  the  season  of  trial  is  completed. 


WE  received  last  week  a  postal  card  from  Durban,  Natal, 
South  Africa,  for  a  sample  copy  and  advertising  rates 
of  The  Wheel.  What  there  is  in  Durban  that  can  be  profit- 
ably advertised  in  an  American  trade  journal  we  do  not 
know.  It  may  be  a  Boer  propaganda.  It  may  be  a  demand 
for  folding  bicycles,  to  sell  to  war  correspondents.  It  may 
be  a  need  of  American  six-day  veterans,  for  scout  or  dispatch 
work.     We  await  developments  with  interest. 


WHY  do  A.  G.  Batchelder  and  his  associates,  promoters 
of  six-day  races,  etc.,  howl  so  loudly  against  The 
Wheel's  insistence  that  the  L.  A.  W.  drop  the  pros  and 
keep  the  amateurs?  It  is  easy  to  decide  whether  the  howl 
is  a  jealous  love  of  sport  or  over-anxiety  to  acquire  the  sev- 
eral thousand  dollars  a  year  that  amateurs  now  pay  to  the 
L.  A.  W. 


C 


ONSERVATISM  is  a  good  thing.  Often  it  is  not  dis- 
criminating— for  example,  in  its  opposition  to  calcium 
carbide  and  its  product,  acetylene  gas.  Coal  gas  encountered 
similar  opposition.  After  a  long  fight,  its  introduction  into 
the  House  of  Parliament  was  permitted,  but  with  the  stipula- 
tion that  the  pipes  should  be  at  least  eighteen  inches  from  the 
wall. 


A 


N  English  contemporary  is  rather  pleased  at  the  uphold- 
ing of  the  Tillinghast  single-tube  patent,  because  it  "may 
prove  some  slight  relief  to  the  excessive  price  competition 
\\'hich  our  (English)  manufacturers  meet  with  abroad  through 
the  large  use  by  American  makers  of  cheap  single-tubes." 


THIS  is  the  way  in  which  one  of  the  best  known  parts 
making  concerns  in  the  country  keeps  its  traveling  rep- 
resentatives informed:  It  sends  to  them  each  night  a  copy 
of  each  letter  written  from  the  main  office  during  the  day  to 
the  customers  in  their  territorv. 


A 


PARIS  newspaper  says  that  the  P'rench  guns  used  by 
the  Boers  were  sent  into  the  Transvaal  as  "agricultural 
implements."  Perhaps  this  opens  an  opportunity  for  cour- 
ier-bicvcles   of  the  ice-wa<jon  sort. 


WHEN  profits  are  low.  as  they  certainly  are  on  low-priced 
tires,  moderation  is  a  pretty  good  theory  for  prospec- 
tive i)ateni-litigants  to  chew  upon.  It  is  nutritious,  and  doesn't 
hurt  the  gunis. 


B' 


'.N  I'T'iANKLIN  said:  "Beware  of  meat  twice  boiled  and 
an  old  foe  reconciled." 


1900. 
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DEAN  AMONG  PARTS  MAKERS. 


IN  every  guild  and  fraternity,  here  and  there 
rises  a  man  by  the  sheer  force  of  his  per- 
sonahty.  Such  a  part  William  H.  Crosby,  of 
the  Crosby  &  Mayer  Company,  of  Buffalo,  has 
played  in  the  cycle  trade.  It  all  seems  very 
simple  now — another  instance  of  the  oppor- 
tunity and  the  man.  But  the  difficulties  be- 
setting the  opportunity  were  great,  and  the 
way  in  which  the  man  met  and  conquered 
them  is  the  pith  of  this  story. 
First,  a  brief  character  sketch. 
Mr.  Crosby  is  a  very  direct  man, 
very  far-sighted,  very  clear- 
minded,  very  tenacious.  The 
face  shows  this.  There  is  full 
vitality  and  smooth  vigor,  two 
fortunate  adjuncts  in  a  character 
so  plainly  marked  with  the  lines 
of  the  Spartan.  It  is  a  character 
full  of  capacity  for  work  and 
suffering  and  satisfying  final- 
ity. It  would  probably  have 
succeeded  well  in  the  science  of 
war.  Its  history  is  that  of 
progress  over  obstacles,  success 
out  of  failures.  It  is  a  char- 
acter admired  and  eagerly 
served  'by  those  it  dominates. 
Mr.  Crosby's  physique  is  rather 
small;  a  phrenologist  would 
probably  say  too  small  for  the 
full-sized,  well-poised  head.  But 
his  body  is  co'mpact  and  erect. 
Head  and  body  started  and 
had  their  elementary  training 
in  a  town  near  Toronto,  and 
in  Toronto  itself.  In  early 
manhood  Crosby  came  to  the 
States.  He  became  a  citizen 
a  good  many  years  ago,  is  in 
the  forties  now,  and  has  spent 
most  of  the  time  in  Buffalo, 
where  he  became  identified  with 
the  cycle  trade  in  '88,  as  treas- 
urer of  the  Niagara  Machine 
Co.,  pioneer  steel-ball  makers 
in  this  country.  This  connec- 
tion will  show  how  much  the 
Crosby  character  had  to  do 
with  the  development  of  sheet-  * 

steel  parts,  resulting  in  great 
reduction  in  the  cost  of  bicy- 
cles. Late  in  '89  or  early  in  '90,  the  Niagara 
Machine  Co.  began  to  make  pedals,  partly  of 
sheet  metal.  Mr.  Crosby's  practical  execu- 
tive bent  and  assimilative  working  capacity 
made  him  much  more  than  treasurer  of  the 
concern,  and  it  was  at  his  instigation,  about 
a  year  later,  that  sheet-steel  frame  connec- 
tions were  made  experimentally.  The  idea 
had  been  mentioned  to  him  by  a  bicycle 
maker,  who  had  in  mind,  however,  the  use 
of  tubing.  Mr.  Crosby  saw  the  profitable 
possibilities  in  the  suggestion  and  pushed  it, 
but  the  cry  was  still  for  forgings,  and  beyond 
experiments  the  idea  did  not  grow  at  that 
time,  as  the  factory  was  very  busy  making 
pedals. 


In  the  summer  of  '93,  not  having  full  man- 
agement and  the  affairs  of  the  concern  hav- 
ing become  unsatisfactory,  Mr.  Crosby  with- 
drew and  established  a  sales  agency  for  vari- 
ous parts  makers.  Later  that  year  the 
Niagara  Company  failed.  Thomas  H.  Spauld- 
ing,  of  New  York  City,  acquired  the  plant 
and  organized  the  Spaulding  Machine  Screw 
Co.     This  he  did  only  after  Mr.  Crosby  had 


WILLIAM  H.   CROSBY. 

agreed  to  take  the  management.  Then  began 
the  production  of  sheet-steel  parts  in  earnest. 
In  two  years  the  new  company  became  the 
leading  bicycle  fittings  concern,  and  in  '95 
Mr.  Crosby  became  a  partner.  In  January, 
'96,  Wall  Street  investments  ruined  Mr. 
Spaulding,  dragging  down,  among  other  in- 
terests, the  fine  Buffalo  business  which  Mr. 
Crosby  had  built  up.  This  was  a  particularly 
hard  blow,  because  the  concern  had  really  re- 
ceived very  small  financial  assistance  from 
Mr.  Spaulding. 

Reorganization  followed,  but  on  a  basis  Mr. 
Crosby  could  not  accept.  He  resolved  to 
start  once  more.  With  his  brother,  A.  G. 
Crosby,  now  dead;  William  H.  Hill,  now  sec- 


retary, and  Charles  Mayer,  he  organized  the 
Crosby  &  Mayer  Company  in  June,  '96.  The 
new  beginning  was  small.  To-day  the  con- 
cern is  famous.  Its  products  go  'round  the 
world.  In  March  of  last  year  Mr.  Mayer's 
interest  was  absorbed  and  he  retired. 

All  this  time  Mr.  Crosby  has  carried  on 
and  enlarged  the  sales  agency  business 
which  he  started  when  he  withdrew  from  the 
old  Niagara  Company,  and  to- 
day the  Crosby  &  Mayer  Com- 
pany markets,  in  addition  to  its 
own  products,  the  goods  of 
nine  other  factories,  each  pro- 
ducing a  separate  and  distinct 
line  of  bicycle  parts  and  ma- 
terial. 

It  is  an  unusual  story.  The 
'first  chapter  presented  mostly 
difficulties.  The  second  showed  a 
fine  structure  undermined.  The 
whole  is  a  picture  of  ability 
and  courage,  crowned  with  suc- 
cess. Mr.  Crosby  is  treasurer 
and  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Cycle  Trades  Protective 
Association,  and  as  such,  and 
his  capacity  as  supplier  of  al- 
most everything  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  bicycle,  his  horo- 
scope is  that  of  a  most  impor- 
tant factor  in  fixing  and  pre- 
serving the  equities,  the  econo- 
mies, the  strength  and  dignity 
of  the  cycle  trade. 


To  Test  Steel  and  Iron. 

Nitric  acid  will  produce  a 
black  spot  on  steel,  the  darker 
the  spot  the  harder  the  steel. 
Iron,  on  the  contrary,  remains 
bright  if  touched  with  nitric 
acid.  Good  steel  in  its  soft 
state  has  a  curved  fracture  and 
a  uniform  gray  lustre;  in  its 
hard  state  a  dull,  silvery,  uni- 
form white.  Cracks,  threads  or 
sparkHng  particles  denote  bad 
quality.  Good  steel  will  not 
bear  a  white  heat  without  fall- 
ing to  pieces  and  will  crumble 
under  the  hammer  at  a  bright 
red  heat,  while  at  middling  heat  it  may  be 
drawn  out  under  the  ihammer  to  a  fine  point. 


An  Illustrated   Window   Display. 

No  matter  how  great  a  hurry  a  man  may  be 
in  he  can  always  steal  a  moment  to  look  at 
the  pictures  in  the  window  that  he  passes.  He 
may  have  to  walk  twice  as  fast  afterwards  to 
atone  for  the  delay,  but  he  will  repeat  the  op- 
eration at  the  next  window  that  contains  a 
picture.  We  never  entirely  outgrow  our 
childish  love  for  looking  at  pictures,  and  the 
least  curious  of  us  will  be  drawn  involuntarily 
to  gaze  into  a  window  that  conUins  pictures, 
whether  they  be  the  gaudiest  of  cheap  chro- 
nios  or  genuine  works  of  art. 
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LOVELL  fACTORY  IS  CLOSED. 


But  the  Stores  in    Worcester  and   Providence  Will 

Continue— Statement  of  the  Firm's 

Liabilities. 

Boston,  Dec.  28. — With  the  exception  of 
from  $70,000  to  $80,000  owed  for  merchandise, 
practically  all  of  the  liabilities  of  the  Lovell 
Company,  which  failed  in  Boston  last  week, 
was  in  the  shape  of  paper  held  by  the  direct- 
ors of  the  defunct  Globe  National  Bank  as  se- 
curity 'for  certain  loans  made  by  the  former 
president  of  that  concern,  Charles  H.  Cole, 
now  under  Federal  surveillance  in  Los  An- 
geles. These  notes  are  said  to  aggregate 
$600,000. 

When  Mr.  Cole  was  forced  recently  to  make 
good  his  alleged  outstanding  checks,  he  turned 
over  to  the  Globe  Bank  ail  the  Lovell  paper 
he  held.  The  paper  was  taken  up  by  certain 
directors  of  the  bank  when  Examiner  Wing 
discovered  its  condition  in  the  hope  of  keeping 
the  bank  open. 

The  combined  liabilities  of  all  the  concerns 
involved  will  probably  reach  $750,000.  The 
assets  consist  of  the  stock  in  trade  and  the 
factory  and  stock  in  process  at.  South  Port- 
land, roughly  estimated  at  $200,000. 

Messrs.  Barnes  and  Ball,  assignees  of  the 
two  Lovell  companies,  were  early  at  the  of- 
fices of  the  John  P.  Lovell  Arms  Co.  yesterday 
morning,  which  was  opened  for  business  as 
though  nothing  had  happened. 

The  assignees  declined  to  make  any  state- 
ments. Word  was  sent  out  upon  inquiry  that 
there  was  nothing  to  say  at  this  time.  It  is 
evident  that  the  business  will  be  carried  on  at 
the  headquarters  in  Boston  of  the  John  P. 
Lovell  Arms  Co.  and  in  the  various 
branches  of  that  company  throughout  New 
England. 

A  dispatch  from  Worcester  says  that  the 
manager  of  the  Worcester  branch  of  the 
Lovell  Arms  &  Cycle  Co.  states  he  has  re- 
ceived no  official  report  of  the  failure  of  the 
John  P.  Lovell  Arms  Co.  The  Worces- 
ter house  is  of  the  old  firm  of  Lovell  Arms  & 
Cycle  Co.,  and  bas  not  yet  been  incorpor- 
ated with  the  John  P.  Lovell  Arms  Co. 

Portland,  Dec.  28.— The  Lovells  had  a  well- 
equipped  factory  at  South  Portland  and  a 
large  branch  store  in  this  city.  The  factory, 
when  running  with  full  force,  employs  about 
350  men,  but  recently  has  had  a  force  of  about 
170  and  a  payroll  of  $2,000  a  week. 

When  the  trouble  with  the  Globe  Bank  be- 
gan the  local  manager  of  the  factory,  T.  H. 
Cobb,  of  South  Portland,  received  a  check  on 
the  Globe  Bank  for  the  weekly  payment,  but 
failed  to  cash  it  here.  The  company  then  sent 
down  a  representative  of  the  house  from  Bos- 
ton and  the  men  were  paid  in  full  and  the  fac- 
tory closed.  It  had  been  the  custom  to  keep 
back  one  week,  but  in  making  the  final  settle- 
ment every  man  received  his  full  pay.  The 
Portland  store,  under  the  management  of  W. 
H.  Chase,  is  still  running.  There  is  a  very 
large  stock  of  bicycle  material  at  the  factory 
and  many  wheels  in  process  of  construction. 
It  is  claimed  here  that  the  Portland  and  South 
Portland  business  has  always  paid. 

Yesterday  Lyman  H.  Cobb,  of  South  Port- 
land, superintendent  of  the  bicycle  factory, 
was  put  in  charge  as  keeper,  and  Warren  H. 
Chase,  manager  of  the  company's  Portland 
retail  store,  was  made  keeper  there  by  order 


of  the  assignee.  The  shutting  down  of  the 
bicycle  factory  means  a  hardship  to  the  em- 
ployes, many  of  whom  have  built  homes  in 
South  Portland.  Superintendent  Cobb  says 
the  company  did  an  especially  good  business 
last  year. 

Worcester,  Mass.,  Dec.  28. — Business  is  be- 
ing transacted  as  usual  at  the  Lovell  Arms  & 
Cycle  Co.'s  store  in  this  city,  and  it  is  not  yet 
known  whether  it  will  be  carried  under  by  the 
big  smash  which  came  to  the  John  P.  Lovell 
Arms  Co.,  of  Boston,  and  the  John  P.  Lovell 
Co.,  of  South  Portland. 

The  Worcester  concern  diiifers  from  the 
other  branches  of  the  Boston  company  in  that 
it  is  an  organization  apart  from  the  John  P. 
Lovell  Arms  Co.  It  takes  the -name  of  the 
Lovell  Arms  &  Cycle  Co.,  and  is  incorpor- 
ated, with  Col.  Benjamin  Lovell  as  president. 
He  is  also  treasurer  of  the  Boston  company, 
holding  370  of  the  total  number  of  1,250 
shares.  It  is  thought  that  this  may  affect  the 
standing  of  the  local  company. 

The  Boston  concern  is  what  might  be 
termed  the  retail  department  of  the  Maine  fac- 
tory, and  the  Worcester  company  has  all  its 
bicycles  consigned  to  it  from  the  same  con- 
cern. 

While  the  wheels  which  are  sold  from  this 
store  are  consigned  liere  from  the  Portland 
branch,  most  of  the  other  sporting  goods  are 
bought  direct  from  the  different  manufactur- 
ers, and  do  not  in  any  way  pass  through  the 
hands  of  the  John  P.  Lovell  Arms  Co.,  of 
Boston. 

Providence,  Dec.  28.— When  the  Lovell  as- 
signment occurred  W.  Fred  Hazleton,  agent 
of  the  company  in  this  city,  was  apipointed 
agent  of  the  assignees  in  the  stores  of  Daw- 
son &  Co.,  in  Providence  and  Pawtucket,  for 
such  interest  as  the  Lovell  Companyhad  there- 
in. The  stores  of  Dawson  &  Co.  are  at  22 
North  Main  street,  Providence,  conducted  by 
James  E.  Dawson,  and  46  Broad  street,  Paw- 
tucket, in  charge  of  William  Dawson.  The 
firm  was  the  pioneer  in  the  bicycle  business 
in  Providence,  and  is  in  excellent  condition, 
having  no  outstanding  debts,  and  having  done 
the  greatest  business  last  season  of  any  year 
since  the  stores  were  opened.  Over  2,700 
bicycles  were  sold  at  the  two  places  last  sea- 
son, it  is  stated. 

Austrian  Dealers  Meet. 

The  first  general  meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion of  Austrian  Cycle  Dealers  took  place  in 
Vienna  recently,  very  many  dealers  attending. 
The  Association  (says  our  correspondent)  is 
founded  on  a  sound  basis,  and  its  energetic 
and  far-seeing  committee  is  doing  everything 
in  its  power  to  improve  the  present  bad  con- 
dition of  the  trade.  The  animated  debates  at 
the  meeting  and  the  good  attendance  are  the 
best  proof  of  the  interest  of  the  majority  of 
dealers  in  the  Association. 


EUROPEAN  TRADE  IN  GENERAL. 


Rental  of  Hartford  Plant. 

The  amount  paid  for  the  Hartford  Cycle 
Works  plant  by  the  Columbia  &  Electric  Ve- 
hicle Co.  IS  an  annual  rental  of  $20,000  for  two 
years,  payable  in  monthly  installments  of  $1,- 
666.67,  dating  from  December  15,  1899,  with 
the  privilege  of  purchase  for  the  sum  of  $275,- 
000  at  any  time  during  the  life  of  the  lease. 


Export    Representative  Gives  a  View  of   Conditions 

As  They  Now 

Exist. 

P.  W.  Ornstein,  European  representative 
of  Glaenzer  Freres  &  Rheinboldt,  has  just 
returned  from  a  four  months'  trip  over  Eu- 
rope. He  reports  satisfactory  results,  al- 
though the  general  condition  of  the  cycle 
market  in  the  various  European  countries 
has  been  decidedly  unfavorable  to  import 
from  this  side.  This  situation  was  brought 
about  by  great  surplus  stocks  abroad,  of  do- 
mestic and  foreign  origin,  which  are  being 
disposed  of,  regardless  of  cost,  while,  at  the 
same  time,  almost  all  new  goods  have  to  be 
offered  at  greatly  advanced  prices.  This  con- 
dition was  most  apparent  in  Germany,  Aus- 
tria and  Scandinavia,  which  markets  are  now 
undergoing  the  same  clearing  process  the 
home  market  was  suffering  from  two  years 
ago. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  this  situation 
will  change,  and  the  demand  for  American 
goods  once  more  increase,  but  only  after  re- 
gaining the  confidence  which  has  suffered 
greatly,  owing  to  careless  handling  of  the 
export  trade,  either  by  outside  parties,  sat- 
isfied with  the  "one-sale  and  no-more"  sys- 
tem, or  manufacturers  who  seemed  to  think 
that  they  could  handle  this  more  or  less  in- 
tricate export  business  direct,  through  pro- 
miscuously quoting  their  lowest  prices  all 
over  and  to  anybody.  It  is  a  most  difficult 
task  to  convince  such  makers  that,  even 
where  no  results  were  obtained,  the  mischief 
is  done,  and  the  quotation  once  made,  spoils 
the  sale  of  the  article  when  afterwards  of- 
fered by  an  exporting  firm,  no  matter  how 
carefully  handled  and  how  moderate  the  mar- 
gin of  profit  expected. 

Mr.  Ornstein  says  that  Glaenzer  Freres  & 
Rheinboldt  will  spare  no  effort  to  build  up 
their  export  department  on  a  reliable  and 
solid  basis,  and  even  contemplate  opening  a 
continental  distributing  office  in  addition  to 
their  Paris  house,  to  facilitate  trade.  Manu- 
facturers desiring  to  be  represented  abroad 
are  cordially  invited  by  the  firm  to  commu- 
nicate with  their  head  office,  at  26-28  Wash- 
ington place,  where  they  will  gladly  furnish 
all  information  regarding  the  requirements 
of  the  different  markets  and  the  possibilities 
of  the  various  lines. 


Riders  without  energy  enough  to  run  up  a 
hill  can  run  up  a  bill  all  right. 


Decision  for  Bicycle  Workers. 

Toledo,  O.,  Dec.  27.— Judge  Morris,  of  the 
Lucas  County  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  ren- 
dered an  important  decision  yesterday  after- 
noon affecting  the  rights  of  employer  and  em- 
ploye. 

President  John  Mulholland,  of  the  Interna- 
tional Union  of  Bicycle  Workers,  and  strik- 
ing bicycle  workers,  were  enjoined  from  in- 
terfering with  non-union  workmen  employed 
by  the  Standard  Tube  and  Forksides  Com- 
pany. Both  sides  retained  eminent  legal 
counsel,  and  the  case  was  strongly  contested. 
The  injunction  was  dissolved.  The  court  held 
that  the  strikers  had  a  right  to  use  reasonable 
methods  to  dissuade  scab  workmen  from  fill- 
ing their  places.  The  litigation  has  been 
watched  with  considerable  interest  by  bicycle 
manufacturers  and  labor  leaders  all  over  the 
country,  and  the  outcome  was  somewhat  un- 
expected at  this  time. 
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n  Crust  i$  an  Titimoral  Combination 

of  immoral  capital  for  the  purpose  of  securing  immoral  profits  from  a  moral  public." 

■ — Robert  G.  Ingersoll. 


OUR  ONLY  TRAVELER! 

This  is  an  exact  photograph  of  one  of  our  special  trunks,  containing  a  pair  of  handsome  Manson  Models ! 
The  wheels  are  carefully  packed  and  strapped  in  the  trunk,  which  will  be  sent  to  your  door,  by  express,  charo-es 
paid  both  ways. 

ALL  YOU  NEED  DO  in  order  to  see  these  beauties  is  to  mail  us  a  postal  card,  upon  receipt  of  which  we 
will  ship  as  you  direct,  and  you  can  examine  them  to  your  entire  satisfaction.  When  through,  carefully  replace 
the  wheels  in  the  trunk  and  mail  us  the  key.  Please  do  us  the  kindness  to  notify  the  Express  Co.  promptly  in 
order  to  avoid  delays  to  our  travelers. 

The  Manson  Three  Crown  Bicycle  has  revolutionized  bicycle  construction !  We  made  and  sold  the  first 
three  crown  wheel.  The  trite  old  saying  that  "  Necessity  is  the  Mother  of  Invention  "  can  be  most  aptly  quoted 
in  this  connection.  We  felt  the  "  necessity  "  of  an  improved  style  of  bicycle  construction;  that  greater  strength 
and  more  grace  were  necessary,  and  from  this  feeling  was  evolved  the  Three  Crown  Idea,  now  the  accepted 

standard  for  beauty  and  strength. 

If  you  would  have 


A  HAPPY  NEW 
YEAR 


the 


make 

will 

happiness. 


insure 


acquaintance  of 
you   prosperity- 


the    Manson — this 
—and    that    means 


IVIANSON  CYCLE  CO., 

Manson  Square,  CHICAGO. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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APPENDED  is  the  list  of 
exhibitors  and  the 
spaces  they  will  occupy  at  the 
fifth  annual  cycle  show  to  be 
held  in  Madison  Square  Gar- 
den, beginning  January  20: 

EXHIBITORS    AT    1900     CYCLE 
SHOW: 

1.  \\illis    Park    Row    Bicycle    Co., 

2. 

3. 

4.   \V.   H.    Fauber, 

5. 

6.  Diamond  Rubber   Co., 

7.  Badger  Brass  Mfg.  Co., 


9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44. 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 

51. 
52. 
53. 
54. 
55. 
56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 
60. 

61. 
62. 
63. 
64. 
65. 
66. 
67. 
68. 
69. 
70. 
71. 
72. 
73. 
74. 


Empire  Rubber  Mfg-.   Co., 
American-Dunlop  Tire   Co., 

B.  F.  Goodrich  Co., 

Fay   Mfg.   Co., 
Fanning     Cycle     Co., 
Geneva   Cycle   Co., 
A.  D.  Meiselbach  Co., 
Columbus   Bicycle  Co., 
North   Buffalo   Wheel   Co., 
Milwaukee    Mfg.    Co., 
Milwaukee    Engineering    Co., 
Joseph   Dixon   Crucible   Co., 
McKee   &   Harrington, 
American   Roller    Bearing  Co., 
Open. 


Iven-Brandenburg     Co., 


Manhattan    Storage    Co., 

Eclipse    Bicycle    Co., 
Soda    Fountain, 
Open, 


Foster    &    Co., 

American    Saddle    Co., 

C.  J.  Smith  Sons  &  Co., 

George  L.  Thompson   Co., 
Cleveland   Ball  &  Pedal   Co., 
Indianapolis    Chain    &    Stamping 

Co., 
The  \'eeder  Mfg.    Co., 
N.    Y.   Sporting  Goods   Co., 

National    India    Rubber    Co., 

Straus  Tire  Co., 
Spinroller   Co., 
G.    W.   Cole   Co., 
Gleason-Peters   Air   Pump    Co., 
International    Automobile    &   \'e- 

hicle  Tire   Co., 
Manhattan   Brass    Co., 
Loomis  Automobile  Co., 
L.   C.   Jandorf, 
Frank  Mossberg  Co., 
Riker  Electric  Vehicle   Co., 


R.   H.  Wolff  &  Co.,   Ltd. 

l'"owlcr   Cycle   Works, 
Duryea  Motor  Co., 


1900.  3ji)(E\W7l^^  r  ^^ 


Torrington^  Conn^, 

Dec.  22d,  1899. 
TO  THE  TRADE. 

In  a  circular  dated  the  16th  inst.  the  American  Bicycle  Co. 
notifies  the  trade  that  it  owns  the  Smith  patent  of  Nov.  13th, 
1888;  that  it  contains  thirteen  claims,  three  of  which  cover  all 
safety  bicycles  now  on  the  market.  Were  this  true,  why  is  it  that 
the  trade  has  waited  eleven  years,  only  to  be  given  this  information 

for  the  first  time  by  the  A.  B.  Co.?  But  the  statement  is  not 
true.  Two  of  the  claims — the  fourth  and  sixth — are  narrowly  re- 
stricted to  a  construction  not  usually  found  in  safety  bicycles  now 
on  the  market,  and  both  are  for  constructions  lacking  in  novelty  and 
invention  and  not  patentable.  The  first  claim  is  for  an  old  and 
well-known  workshop  expedient;  it  covers  nothing  of  novelty  and, 
as  we  are  advised,  is  void  beyond  a  shadow  of  doubt.  The  trade 
has  always  looked  upon  the  patent  as  being  invalid  and  worthless. 
Several  million  safety  bicycles  have  been  made  and  sold  since  the 
Smith  patent  was  granted,  but  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  only  one  suit 
was  ever  brought  upon  it  and  that  was  allowed  to  drag  along  for 
four  years,  only  to  be  compromised  to  escape  trial.  The  patent  is 
now  subject  to  the  same  defenses  of  want  of  novelty  and  invention 
and  of  laches  as  it  was  in  the  hands  of  its  prior  owners. 

We  hereby  notify  the  trade  that  we  shall  protect  our  agents 
and  customers  against  any  suits  that  may  be  brought  against  them 
by  the  American  Bicycle  Co. 

THE  EAGLE  BICYCLE  MFG.  CO., 

Torrington,  Conn. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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78. 

79. 

SO. 
81. 

82. 

83. 

84. 

85. 

86. 

87. 

88. 

89. 

90. 

91. 

92. 

93. 

94. 

95. 

96. 

97. 

98. 

99. 
100. 
101. 
102. 
103. 
104. 
105. 
106. 
107. 
108. 
109. 
110. 
111. 
112. 
113. 
114. 
115. 
116. 
117. 
118. 
119. 
120. 
121. 

122. 
123. 
124. 

125. 

126. 

127. 

128. 

129. 

130. 

131. 

132. 

1.33. 


Fowler  Cycle  Works, 
Duryea  Motor  Co., 
Fowler  Cycle  Works, 
Cauda   Mfg.   Co., 
Black  Mfg.  Co., 

if 

Buffalo  Cycle  Mfg.  Co., 
A.  Featherstone  &  Co., 


Sterling  Cycle  Works, 
Western  Wheel  Works, 
Sterling  Cycle  Works, 
Western  Wheel  Works, 
Sterling  Cycle  Works, 
Western  Wheel  ^^'orks, 


Crawford  Mfg.   Co., 

Ames   &:   Frost   Co., 

Crawford   Mfg.    Co., 

Ames  &  Frost  Co., 

Crawford  Mfg.   Co., 

Ames   &   Frost   Co., 

Crawford   Mfg.    Co., 

Ames   &   Frost   Co., 

Nuttall  Mfg.  Co., 
tt  t(       ti 

Lamb  Mfg.  Co., 


Viking  Mfg.  Co., 
t*  tt        tt 

H.  A.  Lozier  &  Co., 


E.   C.   Stearns  &  Co., 
Barnes  Cycle  Co., 
E.   C.  Stearns  &  Co., 
Barnes  Cycle  Co., 
Syracuse  Cycle  Co., 
Barnes  Cycle  Co., 
Syracuse  Cycle  Co., 
Barnes  Cycle  Co., 
Acme  Mfg.  Co., 


134. 

135. 

136. 

137. 

138. 

139. 

140. 

141. 

142. 

143. 

144. 

145. 

146. 

147. 

148. 

149. 

150. 

151. 

152. 

153. 

154. 

155. 

156. 

157. 

158. 

159. 

IGO. 

161. 

162 

163. 

164. 

165. 

166. 

167. 

168. 

169. 

170. 

171. 

172. 

173. 

174. 

175. 

176. 

177. 

178. 

179. 

180. 

181. 

182. 

183. 

184. 

185. 

186. 

187. 

188. 

1S9. 


Acme  Mfg.  Co., 


Pope  Mfg.  Co., 


Indiana  Bicycle  Co., 


Monarch  Cycle  Co., 
Stover  Mfg.   Co., 
Monarch  Cycle  Co., 
Stover  Mfg.  Co., 
Monarch  Cycle  Co., 
Stover  Mfg.  Co., 
Monarch  Cycle  Co., 
Stover  Mfg.  Co., 
Open, 

Eddy  Electric  Mfg.   Co., 
Open, 

Eddy   Electric  Mfg.    Co., 
Open, 


Gormully   &  Jeffery, 
((  (( 

tt  tt 

tt  tt 

Shelby  Cycle  Mfg.   Co., 

Grand   Rapids  Cycle   Co. 


Open, 

M.  G.   Oppenheim, 
tt  tt 

D.  B.  Smith  &  Co., 
Jos.  Gottlieb, 
Open, 


190. 

191. 

192. 

193. 

194. 

195. 

196. 

197. 

198. 

199. 

200. 

201. 

202. 

203. 

204. 

205. 

206. 

207. 

208. 

209. 

210. 

211. 

212. 

213. 

214. 

215. 

216. 

217. 

218. 

219. 

220. 

221. 

222. 

223. 

224. 

225. 

226. 

227. 

228. 

229. 

230. 

231. 

232. 

233. 

234. 

235. 

236. 

237. 

238. 

239. 

240. 

241. 

242. 

243. 

244. 

245. 


Open, 

"Cycle  Trade  Journal." 

Open. 


John  S.  Leng 


s  Son  &  Co., 


Peter  A.   Frasse   &   Co., 


E.  A.  Brecher  &  Co., 

Electro  Lamp  Co., 
tt  tt 

Fredrick  Mfg.  Co., 

Frank  E.  Bundy  Lamp  &  Sundry  Co., 

Open, 


VVm.  P.  Miller's  Sons, 
20th  Century   Mfg.  Co., 

Kelly  Handle-Bar  Co., 
Standard  Welding  Co., 
Open. 


Reading  Standard  Mfg.   Co., 
tt  tt  tt 

Open. 

J.  G.  Mooney, 

Ware  Bros., 

Rose  Mfg.   Co., 
tt 

Automatic  Tire  Inflator  Co., 

Griffith    &    Colwell, 
tt  tt 

Open, 


A.  B.  C.  Securities. 

There  has  been  considerable  fluctuation  in 
the  quotations  on  A.  B.  C.  bonds  and  common 
stock  during  the  past  week.  Bonds  advanced 
from  92  to  92^,  thence  to  93J  and  then  dropped 
to  90,  with  92  asked  at  the  last  date  quoted. 
The  only  change  in  preferred  was  a  reduction 
from  60  to  53  in  price  asked,  the  figures  other- 
wise remaining  as  before.  Common  dropped 
from  15  to  14,  then  rose  to  17,  from  where  it 
settled  back  to  15,  with  17  asked. 

BONDS. 

Bid.        Asked. 

Tuesday,    Dec.    26 92  — 

Wednesday,    Dec.    27 921/2  — 

Thursday,    Dec.    28 931/2  — 

Friday,    Dec.   29 93i/2  — 

Saturday,    Dec.    30 921/2  — 

Monday,  Jan.   1   (holiday) , —  — 

Tuesday,  Jan.   2 90  92 

PREFERUED  STOCK. 

Bid.        Asked. 

Tuesday,    Dec.    26 50  60 

Wednesday,    Dec.    27 50  60 

Thursday,    Dec.    2S 50  GO 

Friday,   Dec.   29 50  60 

Saturday,   Dec.  30 50  60 

Monday,   Jan.   1    (holiday) —  — 

Tuesday,  Jan.   2 50  53 

COMMON    STOCK. 

Bid.  Asked. 

Tuesday,    Dec.    26 15  20 

Wednesday,    Dec.    27 15  20 

Thursday,   Dec.  28 15  20 

Friday,  'Bee,  .29 11  20 


Bid. 

Saturday,   Dec.   30 17 

Monday,    Jan.    1    (holiday) — 

Tuesday,    Jan.    2 15 


Asked. 
20 

17 


Exports  Up  to  Date. 

Exports  of  bicycles  and  parts  from  the  port 
of  New  York  for  the  week  ending  January  2, 
1900: 

Antwerp. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $45;  28  cases  bicycle  ma- 
terial, $569. 

Argentine  Republic. — 16  cases  bicycles,  $1,160;  1  case 
bicycle   material,   $217. 

Amsterdam. — 43  cases  bicycles,  $1,529. 

Arnheim. — 39    cases    bicycles,    $1,787. 

Brazil. — 5  cases  bicycles,  $259. 

Bremen. — 6   cases   bicycles,   $120. 

British  East  Indies.— 2  cases  bicycles,  $141;  3  cases 
bicycle    material,    $90. 

Brussels. — 1   case  bicycle   material,    $30. 

British  West  Indies. — 23  cases  bicycles,  .$1,607;  4* 
cases  bicycle  material,  $124. 

British  Australia. — 13  cases  bicycles,  $1,275;  26  cases 
bicycle   material,   $1,658. 

British  Possessions,  All   Other.— 1  case   bicycles,  $81. 

Christiania. — 146  cases  bicycles,  $3,630. 

Cuba.— 15  cases  bicycles,  $296;  3  cases  bicycle  ma- 
terial, $29. 

Copenhagen.— 2  cases  bicycles,  $110;  7  cases  bicycle 
material,   $265. 

Dutch  East   Indies.— 17  cases   bicycles,   $1,810. 

Dutch  West  Indies.— 1  case  bicycle  material,  $15. 

Genoa.— 6  cases  bicycles,  $340;  61  cases  bicycle  ma- 
terial,  $2,749. 

Havre.— 660  cases  bicycles,  $16,765;  45  cases  bicycle 
material,  $1,862. 

Hamburg.— 12  cases  bicycles,  .$3Sfi;  60  c.iscs  bicycle 
iiKilorial,   $2,842. 


Liverpool. — 12  cases  bicycles,  $620. 

London. — ^29  cases  bicycle  material,  $2,374. 

Milan. — 6  cases  bicycles,  $150. 

Madgeburg. — 2  cases  bicycle  material,  $120. 

Oporto. — 1  case  bicycles,  $90. 

Porto  Rico. — 5  cases  bicycles,  $47;  2  cases  bicycle 
material,  $74. 

Rotterdam. — ^12  cases  bicycles,  $387;  23  cases  bicycle 
material,  $1,076. 

Southampton. — 6  cases  bicycles,  $355;  45  cases  bicycle 
material,  $1,055. 

Stockholm. — 1  case  bicycle  material,  $15. 

Siam. — 4   cases   bicycles,    $538. 

Turin. — ^22    cases    bicycle   material,    $2,575. 

Uruguay. — 10  cases  bicycles,  $253. 

Venezuela. — 5  cases  bicycles,  $167. 


Trade  Changes. 

Santa  Ana,    Cal. — Leek   &   Rice,    dissolved. 

Hartford,  Conn. — A.  H.  Pomeroy,  Damaged  by  fire; 
insured. 

Chicago,    III. —  riie   Thorsen   Co.,   assigned. 

Baltimore,   Md. — Henry   A.  Johnson,   bill  of  .sale,  $5. 

Detroit,  Mich. — Waller  L.  Marr,  chattel  mortgage, 
$575. 

Jackson,  Mich. — Walter  M.  Beach,  chattel  mortgage, 
$410,  renewal. 

Sleepy  Eye,  Minn.— W.  R.  Hedges,  chattel  mort- 
gage, $200. 

Omaha,   Neb.— Louis  Flescher,  sued,   $278. 

Reading,  Pa.— The  Bare-Lengel  Mfg.  Co.,  Irvin  D. 
Lenge!  succeeds. 

Scranton,  Pa. — Kcllum  &  Conrad,  Conrad  Bros,  suc- 
ceed. 

Leesburg,  \'a. — A.  E.  Dinsmore,  chattel  bill  of  sale, 
$400. 

Bay    City,    Mich.— Wm.    Denker,    store    damaged    by 

fire. 


1900. 
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BieveLES. 
STEARNS. 


The  Famous  Yellow  Fellow. 

ROADSTER,            -            .            .  .  $40.00 

LIGHT    ROADSTER,             -  -  -        50.00 

RACER,         -----  60.00 

CUSHION  FRAME,                 -  -  -        75.00 

CHAINLESS,           -            -            -  -  75.00 

TANDEM,           -            -            -  -  -        75.00 


BARNES. 


The  White  Flyer. 


ROADSTER, 

LIGHT    ROADSTER, 

RACER, 

CUSHION    FRAME, 

CHAINLESS, 

TANDEM, 


$40.00 
50.00 
60.00 
60.00 
75.00 
75.00 


SYRHeUSE. 


The  Crimson  Rim. 


ROADSTER, 
LIGHT    ROADSTER, 
RACER, 


$40.00 
50.00 
50.00 


The  Stearns  Automatic  Coaster  and  Brake  will  be  furnished  at  an  extra  price'on  all  models  except  Chainless, 
which,  when  desired,  will  be  equipped  with  the  Columbia  Coaster  and  Brake  at  an  extra  charge.  Complete 
illustrated  catalogue  will  soon  be  ready.  Meanwhile  it  will  give  us  pleasure  to  hear  from  dealers  who  are  looking 
for  desirable  agencies. 

AMERICAN    BICYCLE    COMPANY, 

STEARNS    SALES    DEPARTMENT, 

SYRACUSE,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A. 
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ENGLISH   COMPANIES   CLOSED   OIT. 


Board  of  Trade  Shows  Eleven  Concerns  Wound  Up, 
Some  with    Large  Losses    to   Stock- 
holders. 

London,  Dec.  23.— The  eighth  annual  report 
just  issued  by  the  Board  of  Trade  respecting 
the  winding  up  of  companies  in  accordance 
with  the  Companies'  Winding  Up  Act,  1890, 
states  that  the  number  of  companies  wound 
up  in  connection  with  the  cycle  trade  for  the 
year  ending  December  31,  1898,  is  eleven  and 
'include  the  following:  Simpson's  Lever 
Chain  &  Cycle  Co.,  Ltd.,  duration  two  years 
and  ten  months  (one  of  the  group  of  compa- 
nies promoted  by  Mr.  E.  T.  Hooley).  The 
price  paid  to  Hooley  was  £200,00€  in  fully 
paid  shares,  and  he  had  acquired  the  patent 
rights  from  the  inventor  (Simpson)  for  £15,- 
000  in  cash  and  one-third  of  the  shares  to  be 
issued.  £50,000  cash  capital  was  subscribed 
by  Hooley  and  others,  one  director  making  a 
net  profit  of  about  £8,000.  The  debenture 
holders  are  now  in  possession  and  the  total 
loss  is  estimated  at  £42,000. 

In  the  case  of  the  British  Cycle  Mfg.  Co., 
Ltd.,  claims  were  made  against  the  promot- 
er and  directors  for  the  recovery  of  £15,380, 
and  there  have  been  several  compromises  in 
the  matter.  The  company  existed  ten 
months;  it  was  formed  to  acquire  a  cycle  bus- 
iness at  Camden  Town,  the  purchase  price  was 
£55,000  in  cash  shares.  In  the  matter  of 
Simpson's  Lever  Chain  &  Cycle  Co.,  Ltd., 
claims  have  been  made  against  three  directors 
to  indemnify  the  company  from  losses,  and 
two  of  the  directors  have  compromised  the 
claims  against  them  by  a  payment  (joint)  of 
£8,000. 

The  A.  B.  C.  Cycle  Fittings  Co.,  Ltd.,  had 
a  duration  of  one  year  and  three  months.     It 
was  formed  by  the  Cycle  Industries  Corpora- 
tion as  vendors  to  carry  on  a  cycle  manufact- 
uring business   at  Barton-on-Humber.       The 
original  price  was  £2,700  in  cash  with  £1,000 
of  paid  up  shares.     It  was  sold  to  the  A.   B. 
C.  Co.  for  £45,000,  of  which  £14,325  was  in  de- 
bentures and  £3l),00(t  in   paid  up  shares.   The 
company    therefore    had    no    working   capital. 
Cycle   &  Motor  Accessories  Co.,   Ltd.,   dura- 
tion  one  year  and   eight  months;   formed  to 
acquire  an  invention  relating  to  electric  cycle 
lamps;  £6,600  were  issued  in  shares.  Fleet  Cy- 
cle Co.,  Ltd.,  ten  months'  duration;  formed  to 
manufacture  bicycles  of  a  special  design;  the 
company  succumbed  with  unsecured  debts  of 
£7,021    due    to    124   creditors,    and    the    assets 
(chiefly     uncompleted    cycles)      estimated    at 
£5.546,  but  not  likely  to  realize  half  that  sum. 
Ideal     Cycle     Co.,     Ltd.;     duration     eight 
months;  an  abortive  attempt  to  develop  a  pat- 
ent in  connection  with  the  manufacture  of  tri- 
cycles;  only  £175   capital   was   subscribed   for 
£7,fH'tO  in   fully  paid   shares.     Claims   of  unse- 
cured creditors  amounted  to  £240,  and  the  as- 
sets amounted  to  £100.     Tom  Tit  Cycfe   Co., 
Ltd.;  duration  one  year  three  months;  formed 
to  work  a  patent  for  manufacture  of  cheap  cy- 
cles for  juveniles;  £5)0  fully  paid  shares  issued; 
unsecured  claims  of  creditors  amount  to  £2,- 
362.     A  receiver  is  in  possession  for  debenture 
holders,  but  it   is  doubtful   whether  there   will 
be  any  surplus. 

Birmingham  Mig.  Co..  Ltd.:  duration  three 
months;  formed  to  take  over  three  cycle  bus- 
inesses; loss  to  creditors  estimated  at  £1,000. 
Winfield  Cycle  Co.,  Ltd.    (Derby  and   Long 


Eaton);  duration  two  years;  formed  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  cycle  manufacturers,  which 
Messrs.  Wilkinson  and  Wootton  had  at  Bor- 
rowash.  The  only  applicant  for  shares  was 
Mrs.  Wilkinson,  wife  of  one  ol  the  vendors, 
who  was  allotted  fifty  shares.  It  is  doubtful 
whether  any  assets  will  be  recovered,  and  the 
liabilities  may  be  taken  to  involve  a  total  loss. 


Prospects  in  Russia  and  Siberia. 

German  cycle  manufacturers  are  devoting 
considerable  attention  to  the  Russian  market. 
This  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  the  Adler 
Co..  of  Frankfort,  have  a  depot  at  Warsaw, 
the  Neckarsulm  Co.  one  at  Moscow,  and  the 
Brennabor  Co.  one  at  Riga.  On  the  other 
hand,  Eastern  Roumania,  comprising  the 
province  of  Ural,  Siberia  and  Eastern  Asia, 
have  hitherto  been  much  neglected,  in  spite 
of  the  fact  of  these  districts  being  gradually 
thrown  open  to  trade  by  the  Trans-Siberian 
Railway  rapidly  approaching  completion.  The 
fact  of  Siberia  being  regarded  by  Americnn 
cycle  dealers  as  a  favorable  field  is  evident 
from  the  agencies  already  established  by  some 
of  the  great  companies,  such  as  the  Cleveland, 
Rambler,  Overman  and  Pope;  these  compa- 
nies having  established  permanent  depots  at 
Jekaterinburg  and  Kokand,  the  two  most 
important  commercial  trading  points  of  the 
Ural.  These  agents  also  appear  with  their 
cycles  at  the  great  fair,  held  every  February 
at  Irbit  (Government  of  Perm),  where  orders 
are  given  foT  goods  similar  to  the  models  ex- 
hibited, the  deliveries  being  made  at  the  open- 
ing of  navigation. 


Electric  Chime  has  an  exceptionally  clear 
tone  and  produces  a  volume  of  sound  which 
is  remarkable  for  a  bell  of  its  size.  The  be  Is 
are  very  neat  in  appearance,  finely  made  and 
finished,  and  with  all  working  parts  made  of 
steel,  and  will  undoubtedly  prove  ready  sell- 
ers and  sustain  the  reputation  of  the  makers 
as  that  of  manufacturers  of  strictly  high- 
grade  articles  of  mechanical  merchandise.  The 
line  will  be  found  listed  in  the  catalogue  of 
nearly  all  the  leading  jobbers  throughout  the 
country  and  should  be  seen  to  be  appre- 
ciated. Their  catalogue  is  now  ready  for  dis- 
tribution. 


Baldwin  Gets  Factory  Started. 

Worcester,  Mass.,  Jan.  2. — Ellory  A.  Bald- 
win, of  West  Upton,  after  many  years  of  in- 
vestigation and  effort,  has  secured  the  adop- 
tion of  his  chain  by  several  bicycle  firms,  and 
is  to  manufacture  it  here.  To-day  the  lease 
was  signed  for  a  portion  of  the  building  at  533 
Main  street,  which  has  been  used  by  the  Hen- 
dricks Company,  and  here  Mr.  Baldwin  will 
place  his  first  product  on  the  market.  His 
lease  is  but  for  a  short  time  as  his  orders  war- 
rant a  large  manufacturing  establishment. 
The  building  belongs  to  William  H.  Sawyer, 
and  many  thousands  of  dollars  of  local  capi- 
tal are  now  behind  Mr.  Baldwin. 


Bought  Bankrupt  Stock. 

L.  B.  Graham,  of  Chattanoog-a,  Tenn.,  job- 
ber in  bicycles  and  sundries,  has  purchased 
the  stock  from  the  trustee  of  the  Southern 
Supply  Co.,  which  made  an  assignment  a 
month   ago. 


IMossberg's  New  Bell. 

The  Frank  Mossberg  Co.,  of  Attleboro, 
Mass.,  makers  of  the  celebrated  Mossberg 
chime  tire  bell  and  inventors  of  the  Moss- 
berg wrench  and  Develine  whistle,  are  put- 
ting on  the  market  for  the  coming  season  two 
new  handle-bar  chimes  that  show  unmistaka- 
ble signs  of  easy  selling  qualities.  Their  No. 
10  Cuckoo  Chime  is  justly  named,  as  its  tone 
is  an  exact  reproduction  of  the  cuckoo  call, 
and  is  easily  distinguished  from  any  other 
make    of    bell    on    the    market.     The    No.    12 


Bought  Defiance  Cycle  Co.  Stock. 

N.  G.  Woodward,  a  druggist  of  Defiance, 
O.,  has  bought  the  entire  stock  of  bicycles 
and  parts  of  the  Defiance   Cycle   Co. 


Price  of  Steel  Billets. 

Steel  billets  are  quoted  in  Pittsburg  at  $33, 
as  against  $34  one  week  ago,  and  $15  one  year 
ago. 


EXPORTS  FOR  ELEVEN  MONTHS. 

If  we  disregard  the  past  up  to  within  a  few  months,  the  export  trade  is  holding  its  own 
pretty  well.  November  shows  a  drop  of  $6,315  from  October.  However,  the  drop  from 
November,  1898,  is  much  greater  than  the  difference  between  October,  1898  and  1899.  The 
million-dollar  drop  for  the  eleven  months,  compared  with  1898,  is  not  cheerful,  and  cannot 
be  smothered  with  any  "lower  price"  excuse.  There  is  a  general  tendency  to  admit  that 
the  former  sending  abroad  of  trashy  goods  by  unscrupulous  shippers  is  the  basic  cause  for 
the  decreased  demand  to-day.     Note  that  our  shipments  to  Cuba  and  Japan  have  increased. 

November —Eleven  Montlis  Ending  November- 
Destination.                                                                       1898.  1S99.  1S97.  1S9,S.  1S99. 

United   Kingdom    $33,874  $14,951  $2,041,191  $],6:il,214  $6ol,b90 

France    15,i01  e.414  259,224  479,236  409, 3lO 

Germany     62,316  21,9:ili  1,199,91.''>  1,474,277  776,48V 

Otlier  Europe  292,&12  29,;?2:t  l.(Hi2,S26  1,184,605  870,43,=; 

British   North  America   18,677  6,802  721,483  580,481  524,822 

Central  American  States  and  JJritish  Honduras           1.52  1.59  20,568  6,687  4,642 

Mexico     1,835  2,221  63,941  54,818  39,822 

Santo    Domingo    3.915  598  323 

Cuba    566  13,759  8,262  4,496  91,302 

Puerto  Kico  210  170  3,968  2,561  2,648 

Other    West     Indies    and    Bermuda 5,120  6,013  117,757  65,523  59,756 

Argentina 11,514  5,736  46,198  113,026  264,324 

Brazil    5,037  2,399  45,011  93,738  31,313 

Colombia    114  19,960  7,372  7.752 

Other  South  America   4,441  4,8:36  56,616  47,188  60,717 

China    .5,600  1,582  25.426  26,321  21,4«5 

East    Indies— British    22,0(7  2,000  27,705  142,434  119,486 

Hongkong    1,024  6,829  9,289  9.2.58 

lapan    10,7:U  19,127  72,424  12.5,625  117,372 

British    Australasia     35,557  33,631  424,438        •         220,707  230,079 

Philippine    Islands    40                 100  1,281 

Other   Asia   and    Oceanica ,3,217  10,164  6.3,059  69,015  89,892 

Africa     1S,:J91  7,361  153.584  164,771  M8,665 

Other    countries     762  1,699  274 

Total $547,568  $189,728  $6,445,062  $6,505,781         $4,533,125 


1900. 


We  offer  you  the  COLUMBIA  CHAINLESS  for  1900  as 
a  machine  perfectly  adapted  to  all  conditions  of  riding 
and  suitable  for  all  classes  of  riders  who  desire  and  are 
willing  to  pay  for  the  best. 

For  the  business  man,  the  woman  rider,  the  tourist 
and  the  road  scorcher  it  is  equally  desirable. 

Equipped  with  a  high  gear  and  racing  bars  and  tires 
it  becomes  the  ideal  TRACK  MACHINE.  No  bending  or 
writhing  of  the  frame  when  the  "jump"  comes.  It 
does  not  "buck"  before  it  runs,  but  instantly  leaps  into 
the  sprint. 


Our  new  COASTER  BRAKE,  applicable  to  both  chain- 
less  and  chain  models  permits  the  cyclist  to  enjoy  the 
pleasure  of  coasting  while  retaining  full  control  of 
the  wheel  and  without  removing  his  feet  from  the 
pedals. 

Columbia,  Hartford,  Stormer  and  Pennant  chain 
bicycles  constitute  a  line  which  will  bring  you  the  bulk 
of  the  chain  wheel  business  in  your  vicinity. 

We  can  save  you  money  on  Cycle  Sundries. 

Write  us  direct  for  Sundry  Catalogue  and  net 
prices. 


American  Bicycle  CO.,  POPE  SALES  DEPARTMENT,  Hartfofd,  Conn. 


BOSTON,  MASS.,  223  COLUMBUS  AVE. 
BUFFALO,.  N  Y.,  609  MAIN  ST. 


BRANCHES: 

CHICAGO,  ILL  ,  105  WABASH  AVE.  PORTLAND,  ORE.,    134  SIXTH  ST. 

NEW  YORK,  N.  Y.,  12  WARREN  ST.  PROVIDENCE,  R.  I.,  15  SNOW  ST. 

STOCK  COMPANY,— GANO  CYCLE  CO..  1614  STOUT  ST.,  DENVER,  COL. 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL,    52-56  FIRST  ST. 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C,  817  14th  ST.,  H.  W. 
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NEW  SPOKE  MACHINE. 


George  T.  Warwick   Completes   a    New    Automatic 

Machine  titat  Is  Said  to  Be  a 

Wonder. 

Springfield,  Mass.,  Dec.  20. — George  T. 
Warwick,  formejrly  president  of  the  Warwick 
Cycle  Co.,  has  just  perfected  a  machine  for 
the  automatic  manufacture  of  bicycle  spokes, 
which  to  all  appearances  will  revolutionize 
the  work  of  that  industry.  Mr.  Warwick  has 
been  at  work  on  the  machine  for  a  year  and 
a  half,  and  only  yesterday  put  it  into  success- 
ful Oiperation.  The  machine  is  very  simple 
in  its  mechanism  and  economical  in  its  work- 
ing, every  part  of  the  process  being  per- 
formed by  rolling  instead  of  cutting,  as  is  the 
case  with  other  machines  that  are  intended 
for  parts  of  the  work.  The  plain  wires,  cut 
to  the  desired  length,  are  dropped  into  a 
hopper  by  the  operator  and  there  his  respon- 
sibility ceases.  The  machine  picks  them  up 
one  at  a  time  at  the  rate  of  35  a  minute,  and 
when  they  are  dropped  out  the  work  is  com- 
pleted. After  leaving  the  hopper  the  wire  is 
held  in  place  while  the  butt  is  headed  by 
means  of  a  hammering  and  spinning  process. 
It  is  then  carried  between  rollers,  which  adds 
the  thread  at  the  opposite  end.  Other  rollers 
then  catch  the  wire,  and  as  it  passes  between 
them  the  wire  is  elongated  from  8  to  12 
inches  in  length  and  shaped  according  to  the 
pattern  desired.  The  last  set  of  rollers  then 
complete  the  finishing,  and  a  perfect  spoke  is 
dropped  into  the  receiver.  It  is  claimed  that 
no  process  can  produce  a  better  grade  of  fin- 
ished spoke  than  the  product  of  this  machine. 
The  temper  of  the  spoke  is  improved  by  the 
rolling  process,  and  none  of  the  objections 
common  to  the  cut  spoke  are  found. 

The  machine  is  also  adapted,  with  slight 
alteration,  to  the  manufacture  of  screws,  and 
will,  it  is  believed,  revolutionize  that  indus- 
try as  well  as  spoke-making.  Mr.  Warwick 
has  secured  patents  on  the  machine,  and  is 
pushing  the  work  of  securing  further  patents 
in  this  country  and  abroad.  He  has  been 
aided  in  the  work  by  a  prominent  man  in 
this  city,  and  steps  will  be  taken  at  once  to 
organize  a  company  for  the  manufacture  and 
sale  of  the  machines.  Mr.  Warwick  was  the 
first  president  of  the  Warwick  Cycle  Co., 
serving  in  that  capacity  from  1888  to  1890. 
He  has  been  in  the  cycle  business  for  over 
twenty-five  years  and  has  secured  patents  on 
over  fifty  inventions  relating  to  bicycles  and 
their  manufacture.  He  made  the  first  butt- 
ended  spoke  made  in  this  count'-y,  and  was 
led  to  perfect  the  present  invention  because 
of  the  monopoly  of  the  manufacture  of  spokes 
at  present  by  one  company.  He  is  confident 
that  the  present  invention  is  the  best  yet  pre- 
sented for  this  work. 


An  Unsuspected  Cause  of  Rust. 

A  writer  in  the  "Scientific  American"  men- 
tions the  case  of  a  highly  polished  screw  cut- 
ting lathe  becoming  completely  covered  with 
a  coating  of  rust  under  conditions  which  ap- 
peared to  preclude  all  possibility  of  the  pres- 
ence of  dampness.  Investigation,  however, 
revealed  the  fact  that  for  several  days  prior 
to  the  discovery  of  the  oxidation  a  gasoline 
furnace  had  been  in  prolonged  use  by  some 
plumbers  for  the  purpose  of  melting  pots  of 
lead  for  making  leaded  joints.  This  furnace 
had  been  placed  directly  upon  the  floor,  ten 


or  fifteen  feet  from  the  lathe,  with  no  chim- 
ney or  other  means  of  ventilation.  The  wat- 
er vapor  generated  by  the  combustion  of  the 
gas  from  the  gasoline  found  a  most  approved 
condenser  in  the  polished  steel  of  the  lathe, 
the  surface  of  which  was  immediately  con- 
verted into  rust.  The  use  of  ordinary  illu- 
minating gas  in  an  unventilated  building  will 
cause  a  certain  amount  of  vapor  to  condense 
in  a  similar  way. 


BRAKES  AND  VIBRATION. 


PROBLEM  FOR  THE  COURTS. 


Interesting  Points  Involved  in  an  Action  Against  In- 
surance Companies. 

Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  1. — Among  the  many 
cases  set  down  for  trial  on  the  calendar  of  the 
January  term  of  the  Supreme  Court,  is  one 
brought  by  the  Chainless  Cycle  Company,  of 
this  city,  against  a  number  of  fire  insurance 
companies. 

The  Chainless  Cycle  Company  formerly 
bad  a  storehouse  on  Cortland  street  in  this 
city,  and  fire  broke  out  in  the  place  August 
12  last.  The  firm  claims  that  the  damage 
amounted  to  about  $20,000,  mostly  by  smoke 
and  water.  The  proofs  of  loss  were  filed 
with  the  insurance  companies,  accompanied 
by  a  notification  that  five  days  would  be  al- 
lowed in  which  to  make  an  appraisal.  The 
insurance  companies  claimed  that  they  should 
have  sixty  days'  notjce  in  which  they  might 
appoint  commissioners  to  make  the  appraisal. 
They  accordingly  paid  no  attention  to  the  five 
days'  notice,  but  twelve  days  after  the  proofs 
of  loss  were  filed  sent  out  notices  of  appraisal. 

After  the  original  five  days  had  expired  the 
cycle  company  sold  its  entire  stock  to  a  sin- 
gle individual.  The  insurance  companies  re- 
fused to  settle  on  the  policies,  so  it  is  claimed, 
and  the  cycle  company  brought  the  action  to 
recover  the  damages. 

The  defendant  companies  are  represented 
by  McGuire  &  Wood.  Their  answer  makes 
these  propositions:  That  the  action  has  been 
prematurely  brought,  and  that  the  right  of  an 
insurance  company  to  the  appraisal  of  prop- 
erty is  a  condition  precedent  to  the  beginning 
of  an  action. 


Crosby  &  Mayer  Parts  in  Demand. 

There  is  excellent  reason  for  believing  that 
the  Crosby  &  Mayer  Co.  have  no  intention  of 
paying  a  royalty  on  bottom  brackets,  of 
which  they  make  large  quantities.  Their 
seamless  bracket  is  an  admirable  example  of 
ingenious  mechanical  simplicity,  and  the 
manner  in  which  the  thimbles,  or  projections 
over  which  the  tubing  fits,  are  placed  in  the 
barrel  is  such  that  the  thimbles  are  absolutely 
fixed.  A  frame  built  up  on  the  Crosby  & 
Mayer  bracket  is  of  necessity  in  accurate 
alignment.  Mr.  Crosby  said  recently  that  the 
plant  is  working  night  and  day  on  all  parts. 
The  concern  is  not  second  to  any  in  popular- 
ity. This  is  due  to  meclianical  merit, 
price,  promptness  and  the  other  successful 
elements. 


Butler's  Wlieel  All   Right. 

The  statement  was  made  that  Nat  Butler 
dropped  out  of  the  New  Bedford  six-days  race 
last  week  because  of  some  defect  in  his  wheel. 
He  denies  this,  saying:  "In  justice  to  the 
Chapman  &  Sons  Mfg.  Co.  I  desire  to  state 
that  my  wheel  did  not  give  out  and  that  I 
never  rode  a  more  satisfactory  wheel,  whicii 
was  in  perfect  order  when  I  left  the  track," 


Some  of   the    Dangers  of   Brakes  as   Now    Applied 

and  Suggestions  for 

Improvements. 

"The  great  brake  question  so  intimately 
connected  with  the  free  wheel  movement  is 
one  which  has  some  very  great  attractions 
for  the  engineer,  and  we  have  at  various 
times  dealt  with  many  phases  of  it  in  these 
columns,"  says  the  "Cycle  Trader."  "There 
is  one  point,  however,  which  has  not  re- 
ceived very  considerable  attention;  that  is 
the  question  of  vibration.  In  the  case  of 
back-pedaling  rim-brakes,  this  question  has 
received  consideration  from  more  than  one 
eminent  firm,  but  brakes  operated  from  the 
handle-bar  and  fixed  to  either  the  back  stays 
or  the  front  forks  are  particularly  open  to 
the  evils  which  may  arise  from  the  exces- 
sive vibration  which  their  application  in- 
volves. 

"The  vibration  question  may  be  ignored  in 
the  case  of  tire  brakes,  the  tire  itself  acting 
as  a  sufficient  absorbent.  Rim-brakes  are 
not  protected  in  this  way,  and  from  tests 
which  we  have  made,  it  is  evident  that  vibra- 
tion to  a  very  considerable  extent  does  exist. 
The  evils  which  it  may  cause  are  sufficiently 
great  to  guard  against.  In  '  the  case  of  a 
brake  applied  on  the  front  fork,  especially  if 
mounted  on  clips  on  the  fork  blades,  very 
dangerous  results  may  follow  the  vibration 
which  is  set  up  in  these  members.  We  have 
seen  front  forks  broken  short  at  the  clips 
where  a  brake  iwas  applied  in  this  way,  and 
the  only  explanation  which  would  account 
for  the  accident  was  that  crystallization  of  the 
metal    had    taken    place. 

"In  the  case  of  rear  rim-brakes  which  are 
fitted  on  the  rear  stays  the  danger  is  not  so 
great,  probably  owing  to  the  elasticity  of  the 
tube  and  the  amount  of  movement  which  can 
be  safely  given  to  it  here,  but  as  we  have 
repeatedly  pointed  out  the  rear  stays  are  the 
last  part  of  a  cycle  frame  to  which  brakes 
should  be  fitted.  The  use  of  some  spring 
medium  between  the  brake-shoe  and  the  con- 
nection with  the  frame  would,  we  believe, 
remed}'  the  evils,  while,  for  greater  comfort 
to  the  rider,  a  similar  spring  might  be  ap- 
plied between  the  brake  and  the  lever, 
through  which  the  power  could  be  transmit- 
ted. The  question  is  well  worth  careful 
study,  and  should  be  considered  by  designers 
of    rim-brakes." 


A  Bankruptcy  Decision. 

The  United  States  District  Court  for  the 
Southern  District  of  New  York  held,  in  the 
matter  of  Webster,  that  the  members  of  a 
partnersliip  which  has  been  dissolved  or 
ceased  to  do  business,  and  has  no  assets  for 
distribution  among  its  creditors,  may  file  a  pe- 
tition for  and  receive  an  adjudication  of  part- 
nership bankruptcy  under  the  national  Bank- 
ruptcy act  of  1808  as  long  as  partnership 
debts  exist  and  remain  unpaid,  and  that  under 
Section  50  of  that  act,  authorizing  a  partner- 
ship to  file  a  petition  during  the  continuance 
of  the  partnership  business  or  after  its  disso- 
lution, and  before  the  final  settlement  thereof, 
as  long  as  debts  exist  and  remain  unpaid,  the 
afifairs  of  a  partnership  are  not  finally  settled 
within  the  meaning  of  that  section,  although 
the  petition  discloses  no  assets. 


The  first  air  pump  was  made  in  1654. 


1900. 
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SINGLE-TUBE   TIRES. 

THE    TILLINGHAST     PATENT 
HAS    BEEN   SUSTAINED 

By  a  decree  in  the  U.  S.  Court  of  the  First  Circuit  on  Nov.  14,  1899. 

The  following  licensees  alone  are  authorized  to  make  and  sell  Single-Tube  Tires 
for  bicycles: 


i 
I 
I 


B.  F.  GOODRICH  CO. 
HARTFORD  RUBBER  WORKS. 
REVERE  RUBBER  CO. 
MECHANICAL  FABRIC  CO. 
FISK  RUBBER  CO. 


BOSTON  WOVEN  HOSE  &  RUBBER  CO. 
NEWTON  RUBBER  WORKS. 
HODGMAN  RUBBER  CO. 
L.  C.  CHASE  &  CO. 
WESTERN  WHEEL  WORKS. 


All  licenses  heretofore  held  by  other  manufacturers  have  been  cancelled  for 
non-payment  of  royalty.  A  claim  by  any  manufacturer  except  the  above  to  have 
a  valid  license  is  false. 

No  licenses  covering  tires  for  use  on  vehicles  have  as  yet  been  issued. 

Manufacturers,  dealers  and  all  other  persons  are  warned  not  to  make,  sell  or  use 
any  unlicensed  tires. 

The  undersigned  believes  it  wiser  to  rely  on  the  opinion  and  decree  of  a  Judge 
of  the  United  States  Court,  after  nearly  a  year's  mature  consideration  of  evidence, 
briefs  and  arguments,  than  on  the  opinion  of  any  firm  of  lawyers  whatsoever,  and 
notifies  the  trade  that  he  shall  claim  full  damages  for  future  infringements. 

THEODORE  A.  DODGE, 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  RoOM    I  238   N.    Y.    LiFE   BlDG.  ,    NeW  YoRK    CiTY. 


♦ 


♦ 
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TN  the  advancement  of  pedal  construction  we  are  easily  in   first   place.      This  is 
not  a  mere  statement,  but  one  which  any  interested  party  can  confirm   by  a 
perusal  of  the  back  issues  of  The  Wheel. 

To-day  we  are  just  as  keenly  alive 
to  the  requirements  and  comfort  of  the 
rider  as  heretofore. 

Our    No.    9  B    RECORD    is    not   a 

dream  but  the  realization  of  comfort. 
It  is  two  pedals  in  one  at  the  one-pair 
price. 

They  also 
RECORD  No.  9B.  REST  THE    FEET. 


HIBBARD,  SPENCER,  BARRETT  &  CO.,        RECORD    PEDAL   PlEGt    CO., 

221  Columbus  Ave.,  Boston,  Mass. 


Chicaeo,  Uii, 

Chicago    Distributing    Agents. 
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Advertisers'  Statements* 


^  FROM  OUR  PATRONS'  PAGES. 

? 


SEAL  LOCK  CO.,  Chicago,  III.:  O.  K. 
Lamp  Bracket.  It  is  strong,  yet  grace- 
ful in  appearance,  and  adds  much  to  the  sym- 
metry and  beauty  of  the  lamp  as  a  whole.  We 
believe  the  rider  will  confirm  our  claim  that 
this  is  the  best  bracket  ever  made. 

Union  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  Highlandville, 
Mass.:  You  can  add  to  your  happiness  and 
prosperity  by  securing  the  Union  bicycle 
agency. 

Echpse  Bicycle  Co.,  Elmira,  N.  Y. :  Agents, 
you  will  double  your  sales  if  you  insist  upon 
having  the  old  reliable  Morrow  coaster  brake, 
the  only  device  that  is  not  an  experiment. 
Do  not  have  to  kick  it  loose  when  you  coast. 

Toledo  Metal  Wheel  Co.,  Toledo,  O.:  The 
Favorite  juvenile  bicycles  the  best  ever  of- 
fered. Our  1900  proposition  will  interest  you. 
Excelsior  spokes  and  nipples  at  prices  con- 
trolled by  ourselves. 

Electro  Lamp  Co.,  New  York:  What's  the 
use  of  carrying  three  or  four  pounds  of  lamp 
when  you  can  get  the  Electro,  which  weighs 
but  sixteen  ounces,  and  has  been  proven  right 
by  three  years  of  hard  and  extended  use? 

Schoverling,  Daly  &  Gales,  New  York: 
Pathlight  gas  lamp.  It  regulates  itself.  The 
latest  and  best.  Price  reasonable.  Self-reg- 
ulating. Open  the  valve  and  let  it  burn.  Au- 
tomatic water  feed  that  requires  no  adjusting. 
Throws  the  most  powerful  light  of  any. 

Jos.  N.  Smith  &  Co.,  Detroit,  Mich.:  1000 
dealers,  you  want  this.  The  popular  and  mer- 
ited Smith's  two-roller  spring  seat-post. 
Thousands  of  highh^-pleased  riders  have  tes- 
tified to  the  unequaled  merits  of  its  excellence, 
making  a  large   demand   for  same. 

Kirk  Mfg.  Co.,  Toledo,  O.:  "Nothing  suc- 
ceeds like  success."  Which  means  that  it  is 
easier  to  succeed  the  second  time  if  you  have 
already  succeeded  once.  Well,  we  succeeded 
last  season  in  doubling  the  business  of  the 
previous  year. 

Manson  Cycle  Co.,  Chicago,  111.:  The 
Manson  three-crown  bicycle  has  revolution- 
ized bicycle  construction.  We  made  and  sold 
the  first  three-crown  wheel.  The  trite  old 
saying  that  "Necessity  is  the  mother  of  inven- 
tion" can  be  most  aptly  quoted  in  this  con- 
nection. 

Star  Headlight  Co.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. : 
Star  Lancaster  Gas  Lamp.  Non-explosive, 
yet  ever  ready,  being  always  gas-charged,  and 
is  positively  the  safest,  purest,  brightest,  cheap- 
est and  "readiest"  light  for  all  cyclists.  Neither 
wind,  weather  nor  the  roughest  usage  can 
extinguish  it. 

Diamond  Rubber  Co.,  Akron,  O.:  Dia- 
mond 400  tire.  We  made  6,000  pairs  last  sea- 
son for  a  customer  under  his  own  brand.  He 


guaranteed  them  with  the  result  of  only  eight 
and  one-half  pairs'  replacement  for  entire  sea- 
son and  $57  for  free  repairs.  Hence  our  con- 
clusion to  push  it  to  the  front. 

George  N.  Pierce  Co.,  Bufifalo,  N.  Y. : 
These  'models  comhine  the  ease  and  comfort 
of  the  cushion  frame  with  the  advantages  of 
bevel-gear  construction,  making  the  most 
distinctive  model  on  the  market  for  1900. 
Equipped  with  the  famous  Leland-Faulconer 
gears.  "Tried  and  true"  construction  makes 
this  possible. 

National  American  Cycle  Co.,  Akron,  O.: 
Progress  is  our  watchword.  To  accommo- 
date our  hundreds  of  customers  we  have  de- 
cided to  build  a  very  substantial  wheel  and  list 
it  for  only  $25.  This  wheel,  added  to  our 
$30,  $40  and  $50  models  Pathfinder  bicycles, 
makes  it  without  doubt  the  most  complete 
and  profitable  line  for  any  responsible  dealer 
to  obtain  exclusive  agency  on. 

Goodyear  Tire  &  Rubber  Co.:  Are  you 
building  bicycles  in  your  shop  this  winter? 
If  so,  you  want  good,  serviceable,  satisfactory 
tires  to  equip  them  with.  For  high-grade 
wheels  use  Pathfinder  or  "1900"  tires.  For 
medium  grade  wheels  use  Tip-Top  tires.  It's 
easy  to  say  these  are  the  best,  but  you  can 
demonstrate  this  to  your  satisfaction  by  try- 
ing them. 

Waltham  Mfg.  Co.,  Waltham,  Mass.:  y\re 
you  watching?  We  are  furnishing  the  watch- 
ful eye  for  'our  agents.  It  is  a  great  pity  that 
the  8,0'00  people  at  the  Madison  Square  Gar- 
den recently  did  not  include  every  Orient 
dealer  in  the  country.  What  a  happy  reunion 
it  would  have  been!  What  a  stimulant  for 
the  coming  season!  It  is  the  Orient  Leader 
that  is  making  men  and  ruining  records. 

A.  B.  C.  Western  Wheel  Works,  Chicago, 
111.:  Good  profit.  Better  demand.  Best 
quality.  That's  the  Crescent  story  tersely  put. 
It  is  short,  quick  and  to  the  point.  Brief  as 
it  is,  it  tells  the  w^hole  successful  history  of 
1900  Crescent  bicycles.  Crescents  are  the 
most  profitable  wheels  you  can  handle  next 
season.  Their  sale  has  increased  every  year 
owing  to  their  low  fixed  prices,  high  standard 
of  quality  and  the  excellent  reputation  they 
bear  in  every  part  of  the  country. 


Milwaukee  Items. 

Milwaukee,  Jan.  4. — J.  Andrae  &  Sons  Co. 
are  forced  to  put  on  a  night  force,  which  will 
begin  work  the  first  week  in  the  new  year. 
They  are  doing  a  larger  business  at  this  time 
of  the  year  than  ever  before  in  the  history  of 
their  business,  and  have  instructed  their  trav- 
eling men  not  to  look  for  any  new  business, 
but  only  to  take  orders  from  their  regular 
dealers. 

Mr.  Fichtenberg,  president  of  the  League 
Cycle  Co.,  has  declined  what  is  supposed  to 
be  a  verj'  good  proposition — that  was,  to  take 
one  of    the  largest     clothing  and     furnishing 


houses  in  Milwaukee,  with  a  full  line  of  sport- 
ing goods.  Mr.  Fichtenberg  has  refused  ow- 
ing to  the  excellent  business  being  done  on 
League  cycles  this  year.  F.  J.  Edwards,  of 
the  same  company,  has  just  returned  from  a 
trip  through  Minnesota,  the  Dakotas,  Iowa, 
Nebraska  and  Illinois,  and  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful. 

The  Bremer  Cycle  Co.,  of  this  city,  have 
just  closed  a  contract  with  one  of  the  largest 
jobbing  houses  here  to  supply  them  with 
wheels  the  coming  season.  This  jobbing 
house  for  many  years  received  nearly  all  of 
their  wheels  from  the  Meiselbach  factory. 


American  Eyes  in  England. 

A  rather  shrewd  pair  of  American  optics 
are  the  property  of  J.  H.  Phillips,  manager 
of  the  Mead  Cycle  Co.,  Chicago.  Mr.  Phil- 
lips returned  last  week  from  a  three  weeks' 
trip  to  England,  and  he  expects  to  go  abroad 
again  shortly,  having  left  his  wife  and  baby 
there. 

"There  are  some  things  I  cannot  tell  you, 
for  business  reasons,  and  I  attended  strictly 
to  business  while  I  was  over  there,"  he  said. 
"I  believe  there  is  a  good  chance  to  sell  bicy- 
cles in  England,  at  the  right  price.  Not 
American  bicycles — I  mean  outwardly.  I 
found  that  even  such  well-informed  concerns 
as  the  makers  of  the  Columbia  and  Cleveland 
have  not  yet  learned  that  English  riders  have 
their  own  ideas  about  equipment  and  some 
structural  details.  The  Columbia  and  Cleve- 
land people,  and  some  others,  have  yielded 
somewhat,  but  not  enough. 

"The  great  trouble  with  most  of  our  ex- 
porters is  that  they  have  not  personally  stud- 
ied  European   needs  and  peculiarities." 

Mr.  Phillips  testified  that  English  sales- 
men as  a  class  are  an  eager  and  capable  lot, 
and  have  goods  and  prices  to  back  them  up. 
He  came  into  contact  with  representatives  of 
English  makers  of  parts  and  accessories. 

"I  had  to  do  the  shows  in  two  days.  They 
were  'free-wheel'  shows,  no  mistake.  I 
brought  back  with  me  a  coaster-brake  that 
I  think  a  good  deal  of.  I  noticed  that  in 
England  there  is  a  liking  for  a  non-braking 
coasting  device,  to  be  used  in  connection  with 
a  hand-operated  rim  brake.  Of  course,  the 
Morrow  brake  is  becoming  well  known,  and 
the  Otto  is  being  advertised,  too.  They  know 
a  few  things  about  such  devices  there,  and 
as  they  are  nearer  the  general  buying  stage 
than  Americans  are,  it  is  a  good  market  for 
coaster-brakes." 


New  Cole  Label. 

The  G.  W.  Cole  Co.,  manufacturers  of 
Three-in-One,  have  changed  the  label  of  that 
well  known  product.  The  new  label  is  simi- 
lar in  appearance  to  that  forhierly  used,  with 
the  exception  that  the  red  trade-mark  is  larger 
and  is  shown  on  an  engraved  background, 
surrounded  by  a  border  telling  of  the  various 
uses  for  which  Three-'in-One  can  be  used. 
The  rear  label  'shows  its  reading  set  the  width 
of  the  bottle  instead  of  lengthwise  as  for- 
merly. 


Reading  Advance  Sheet. 

The  Reading  Standard  Mfg.  Co.,  Reading, 
Pa.,  has  issued  its  advance  sheet  showing  the 
models  and  fittings  of  the  new  Reading 
Standard  line.  Four  models  are  illustrated, 
with  specifications  and  equipment. 


1900. 
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D.  &  J."  HANGERS 


D.  &  J."  TANDEM.  I 


ABSOLUTELY  THE  BEST  AND  .  . . 
GUARANTEED  AS  LONG  AS  USED. 


Single, 

Tandem, 
Triplet 

and  Quad. 


We  make  a   special   racing   Hanger   for 
■Ji    both  Single  and  Tandem.     We  also  make  a  Hanger  which  fits 

all    df-anrlarrl    'RrarVptt:  PARK  CITY  MFG.  CO.,   incorporated, 

aii  bcanaara  cracKeis  Immediate  Shipments  Guaranteed.  n.  w.  cor.  jackson  &  ciinton  sts.,  Chicago,  w 

54<5^>®>^®4®4®>-®^KiHKs)>®4®4®4Ki)4(s)^^ 


I  WE    WISH    YOU  I 

I A  Happy  and  Prosperous  New  Year,  j 

!       UNION    BieveLE   Agency. 

S  ADDRESS, 

I   Union  6ycle  Mfg.  6o.,  Highlandville,  Mass.  | 


You   can   add   to   your   happiness   and    prosperity 

BY   SECURING 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Notes  By  the  Way. 
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He  Was  Running  to  Win. 

Down  in  Louisville  there  lives  a  fair  and 
winsome  youth  who  is  wearing  his 
young  life  away  in  the  vocation  of  depart- 
ment manager  and  buyer  for  a  large  depart- 
ment store.  To  his  intimate  friends  he  is 
known  as  "Job  Lots"  and  "Old  Dollar-Nine- 
ty-eight,"  but  by  the  proprietors  and  em- 
ployes of  the  famous  cut-price  emporium  he 
is  respectfully  addressed  as  Mr.  Perry.  Among 
his  chief  characteristics  are  suavity  of  man- 
ner and  extraordinary  hustling  ability,  one  or 
the  other  of  which  frequently  enables  him  to 
emerge  with  credit  from  difficulties  which 
would  overwhelm  less  capable  men.  Early 
last  summer,  feeling  fatigued  by  the  arduous 
labor  of  marking  a  big  stock  of  goods  from 
$1  down  to  $1.49,  and  desiring  to  evade  the 
possible  consequences  of  a  personal  contact 
with  several  hundred  grateful  bargain-hunt- 
ers, he  easily  persuaded  "the  house"  that  a 
few  days'  relaxation  from  commercial  cares 
would  be  a  good  thing  for  the  business  as 
well  as  for  himself.  He  had  long  regarded 
himself  as  a  good  thing  for  the  house,  and 
vice  versa,  and  the  coincidence  of  opinion 
between  himself  and  the  ''old  man"  is  a  beau- 
tiful example  of  reciprocity;  but  this  is  ir- 
relevant. 


Mr.  Perry  ambled  sedately  out  of  the 
bazaar  of  vanished  profits  and,  ten  minutes 
later,  "Old  Dollar-Ninety-eight"  strode  joy- 
fully into  Phil  Allison's  bicycle  store  in 
quest  of  a  companion  for  a  run  into  the  coun- 
try. Phil,  like  Barkis,  was  willin',  and  it  was 
soon  arranged  that  they  should  go  to  Lex- 
ington by  train  and  ride  from  there  to  Rich- 
mond, where  two  days  could  be  spent  in  at- 
tending the  races  at  the  annual  meet  of  Ken- 
tucky Division,  L.  A.  W.  This  minute  state- 
ment of  facts  is  sufficient  evidence  of  malice 
aforethought,  and  will  forestall  a:ny  attempt 
to  establish  an  alibi  on  the  part  of  either 
principal  or  accessory. 

The  party  rode  gayly  out  of  the  Bluegrass 
Capital,  shocking  the  finer  sensibilities  of  the 
Sabbatarians  of  that  devout  village,  and  set 
a  pace  calculated  to  bring  them  to  their  des- 
tination in  time  to  insure  ample  rest  before 
the  opening  exercises  on  Monday.  An  ex- 
cellent road  led  them  through  a  beautiful 
country,  but  "Old  Dollar-Ninety-eight,"  be- 
ing something  of  a  peach  himself,  had  an 
eye  for  nothing  but  orchards,  and  presently 
one  was  discovered.  Dismounting  and  leav- 
ing his  companion  on  the  fence  to  await  his 
return,  he  invaded  the  inviting  territory  in 
search  of  what  he  might  devour. 


Alas!  that  the  most  righteoxxs  intentions 
may  be  thwarted  by  unforeseen  circum- 
stances! The  honest  and  energetic  bulldog, 
whose  sole  duty  it  was  to  guard  the  fruit,  lay 
sunning  himself  just  beyond  the  inner  fence, 
and  he  bayed  a  deep-mouthed  warning  as  the 
trespasser  approached.  But  Perry  is  from 
Missouri,  and  requires  an  ocular  demonstra- 
tion, which  was  not  long  delayed.  The  dog 
was  under  full  headway  before  the  distin- 
guished bargain-promoter  could  get  a  gait 
on,  and  the  journey  toward  the  pike,  though 
d«ne  in  record  time,  was  full  of  exciting  in- 
cident. Part  of  the  ground  had  been  recent- 
ly plowed  and  the  hustling  powers  of  the 
festive  financier  were  tested  severely,  making 
his  performance  an  unusually  creditable  one. 
The  dog  was  rapidly  overhauling  his  prey, 
and  seemed  to  be  trying  to  decide  between  a 
juicy  rump  steak  and  a  succulent  section  of 
dark  meat  from  the  drumstick,  when  the  wit- 
ness to  the  interesting  exhibition,  from  a  safe 
perch  on  the  fence,  shouted,  "Run,  man; 
run!" 

As  the  flying  sprinter  made  a  last  desperate 
leap  for  safety  he  turned  toward  his  friend, 
with  an  expression  of  infinite  disgust,  and 
gasped,  "Run,  h — 1!  Do  you  think  I  am 
throwing  this  race?" 


White  Star  Lamps  Ready. 

The  White  Star  Lamps,  recently  illustrated 
and  described  in  The  Wheel,  are  now  ready 
for  the  market,  and  the  makers.  Brown  & 
Smith,  of  Newport,  Ky.,  ask  jobbers  and  deal- 
ers to  give  them  at  least  a  fair  trial,  when 
they  will  be  satisfied  they  can  substantiate 
their  claims  for  it. 


Its  Pam  Are  Riabt « 

Before  deciding  upon  which  Acetylene  Gas  Lamp  you  will 
sell  for  1900  it  will  pay  you  to  examine  the  parts  of  the  different 
lamps;  for  perfect  parts  make  a  perfect  whole,  and  the  parts  are 


perfect  in 


IfK  majestic 

One  of  the  most  important  points  in  the  care  of  Gas  Lamps, 
to  make  them  give  satisfactory  results,  is  to  keep  all  parts  clean, 


and  particularly  the 


Reflector 


Note  from  the  illustration  the  perfect  protection  of  the 
Majestic  reflector,  and  observe  how  easy  it  can  be  removed 
and  cleaned.     THIS    HELPS. 

EDW.    MILLER    &    CO.,     Menden,  Conn. 

Kindly  mention  The  WheeL 
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NOTICE  TO  THE  TRADE. 


In  response  to  a  circular  letter  recently  issued  by  the  American  Bicycle  Com- 
pany, the  attorneys  of  the  Cycle  Trades  Protective  Association  have  written  the 
American  Bicycle  Company  as  follows: 

American  Bicycle  Company, 

Park  Row  Building,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Gentlemen: — We  beg  to  notify  you  that  our  firm  has  been  retained 
to  attend  to  the  patent  matters  of  the  Independent  Bicycle  Manufac- 
turers throughout  the  United  States  who  have  organized  themselves  into 
an  association  known  as  Cycle  Trades  Protective  Association. 

The  more  immediate  purpose  of  this  notice  is  to  render  superflu- 
ous any  more  published  warnings  to  the  trade  like  your  circular  letter 
of  recent  date,  of  alleged  infringement  of  United  States  patent  No. 
392,913,  dated  November  13,  1888,  to  William  E.  Smith,  for  an  improve- 
ment in  bicycles,  by  our  stating  to  you  that  we  do  not  believe  that  any 
member  of  the  Association  will  take  a  license  under  the  patent.  The 
Association  will  defend  against  any  suit  you  may  bring  against  its  mem- 
bers charging  infringement,  and  the  members  have  been  notified  to 
place  in  our  hands  the  defense  of  any  suit  or  suits  you  may  enter 
against  any  one  or  more  of  them  for  infringement  of  this  patent. 

In  this  connection  we  would  suggest  if  you  intend  to  sue  for  in- 
fringement of  the  Smith  patent  that  you  promptly  bring  the  suit  against 
a  member  of  the  Cycle  Trades  Protective  Association,  and  discontinue 
the  publication  of  notices  threatening  the  trade.  If  you  will  do  this, 
we  will  do  our  part  toward  expediting,  as  much  as  the  nature  of  the 
case  will  permit,   the  progress  of  the  suit  to  final  hearing. 

Respectfully, 


(Signed), 


Dyrenforth  &  Dyrenforth. 


Notice  is  hereby  given  that  the  Cycle  Trades  Protective  Association  has  ample 
defense  of  any  action  brought  for  infringement  of  the  Smith  patent  No.  3)2,913, 
and  has  instructed  its  attorn ej-s  to  defend  any  such  suit  against  a  member  or  mem- 
bers of  the  Association  or  any  of  their  customers. 

F.  I.  JOHNSON,   Iver  Johnson  Arms  &   Cycle  Works; 

F,  P.  ELDREDGE,  National  Sewing  Machine  Co.; 

C.  H.  CROSBY,  Crosby  &  Mayer  Co.; 

C.  H.  METZ,  Waltham  Mfg.  Co.; 

H.  P.  SNYDER,  H.  P.  Snyder  Mfg.  Co.; 

P.   T.  ANDRAE,  Julius  Andrae  &  Sons  Co.; 

L.  H.  MANSON,  Manson  Cycle  Co., 


TRUSTEES. 


S.   A.   MILES,  Secretary. 
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Cycle  Paths  in  New  York. 


BY  J.   D.   CHISM,  JR. 


IN  his  annual  report  to  the  New  York  Divis- 
ion of  the  League  of  American  Wheelmen 
J.  D.  Chism,  Jr.,  chairman  of  the  Sidepaths 
Committee,  gives  much  interesting  informa- 
tion regarding  the  construction  of  cycle  paths 
in  New  York  State.     He  says  in  part: 

"I  hesitated  in  accepting  this  office  for  I 
well  knew,  by  past  experience,  the  difficulties 
that  would  spring  up  in  every  direction.  Hav- 
ing met  the  bitterest  opposition  when  urging 
the  passage  of  the  Albany  County  Sidepath 
bill  in  the  Legislature  of  the  previous  year, 
it  required  but  little  imagination  to  picture 
the  task  of  securing  the  passage  of  a  bill  cov- 
ering the  entire  State.  However,  having  ac- 
cepted, I  soon  discovered  that  there  were 
hundreds  and  thousands  of  wheelmen 
throughout  this  State  and  other  States  ready 
and  waiting  for  someone  to  push  the  cause 
of  sidepaths,  and  very  soon  an  active  cam- 
paign began  which  resulted  in  the  law  which 
is  now  famous  through  the  country  as  the 
'Ellsworth  Sidepath  Law.' 

"The  story  of  this  law  before  it  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Legislature,  and  whale  it  was 
being  considered  by  that  body,  is  well  known 
to  all.  It  is  the  story  of  bitter  opposition 
from  within  as  well  as  without  the  ranks  of 
the  wheelmen.  In  fact,  its  most  energetic  op- 
ponents were  wheelmien  and  those  who  stood 
in  the  front  ranks.  Many  times  were  the  ad- 
vocates of  the  bill  well  nigh  discouraged  and 
on  the  point  of  giving  up  the  struggle,  but 
they  returned  to  the  work  with  renewed  vig- 
or and  a  determination  to  succeed. 

"The  grand  possibilities  of  what  might  be 
done  to  improve  the  facilities  for  riding  along 
the  miserable  country  roads  were  kept  in 
sight  when  everything  looked  darkest.  The 
picture  of  a  smooth  sidepath  along  each  main 
road  was  so  beautiful  to  contemplate  that  the 
opposition  faded  into  insignificance  in  the 
eyes  of  the  enthusiastic  sidepath  workers. 
Their  gratification  can  be  imagined  when  the 
bill  passed  both  houses  of  the  Legislature, 
and  was  signed  by  Gov.  Roosevelt  with  the 
remark,  T  would  have  signed  this  bill  even 
though  there  had  been  opposition.'  The 
signing  occurred  at  3.20  p.  m.  on  March  27, 
1899.  Before  9  a.  m.  next  morning  the 
wheelmen  of  Broome  County  had  their  peti- 
tion presented  to  the  county  judge  and  the 
first  commission  was  appointed  under  the 
State  Sidepath  law. 

"Oneida  County  followed  suit  the  same  day, 
and  from  then  the  reports  of  commissions  be- 
ing appointed  came  thick  and  fast,  until  forty- 
eight  counties  had  commissions.  Those  who 
had  fathered  the  cause  of  sidepaths  were  as- 
tonished at  the  enthusiasm  that  seemed  to 
spring  up,  as  it  were,  spontaneous  in  every 
direction.  Not  alone  from  this  State  came 
the  demand  for  copies  of  the  law,  but  from 
Maine  to  California  requests  for  information 
came  thick  and  fast. 

"Without  a  doubt  the  New  York  State 
Sidepath  law  is  the  solution  of  the  (|uestion 
of  providing  good  cycling  throughout  the 
country  until  the  age  of  good  roads  arrives. 


And  I  take  pleasure  in  saying  right  here  that 
whoever  thinks  that  the  sidepath  is  the  foe 
of  good  roads  is  sadly  ignorant  of  the  real 
situation. 

"It  has  been  my  experience  during  the  past 
five  years  of  sidepath  building  to  note  that 
wherever  a  sidepath  is  constructed  an  imme- 
diate awakening  appears  to  take  place  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  an  improvement  of  the 
roads  begins.  I  consider  the  sidepath  one 
of  the  very  best  of  object  lessons  to  educate 
every  person  who  now  uses  the  roads  and 
who  may  be  interested  in  improving  their 
condition. 

"There  is  one  man  I  wish  to  mention  here, 
whom  we  have  to  thank  for  starting  the 
movement  for  sidepath  laws,  which  has  cul- 
minated in  the  excellent  law  we  have  to-day. 
That  man  is  Charles  T.  Raymond,  of  Lock- 
port,  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.  He  stood 
alone  in  pressing  the  adoption  of  a  sidepath 
law  when  all  his  colleagues  looked  upon  it 
as  little  less  than  treason  to  the  cause  of  good 
roads.  To  him  we  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude 
which  his  modesty  would  fain  deny.  There 
are  numbers  of  others  who  have  done  yeo- 
man service  in  the  cause,  but  he  stands  singly 
as  the  one  who  can  be  called  the  'father  of 
the  sidepath  law.' 

"The  results  which  have  followed  the  en- 
actment of  the  Ellsworth  Sidepath  law  have 
been  remarkable  and  beyond  the  most  san- 
guine anticipations.  Forty-eight  counties 
have  boards  of  sidepath  commissioners  ap- 
pointed. Over  $100,000  has  been  realized 
from,  the  sale  of  license  tags  in  the  various 
counties.  Hundreds  of  miles  of  new  paths 
have  been  built  and  the  old  paths  have  been 
repaired.  This  being  the  result  of  the  first 
year,  when  everything  had  to  be  learned,  it 
is  safe  to  predict  that  double,  or  perhaps 
.treble  the  work  of  this  year  will  be  accom- 
plished next  year.  A  few  amendments  are 
necessary  to  the  present  law,  but  I  advise  that 
as  little  change  be  made  as  possible.  One 
change  should  be  made,  however,  which  I 
consider  more  important  than  all  else.  That 
is  an  amendment  giving  the  Sidepath  Com- 
missioners privilege  of  building  sidepaths 
along  the  streets  of  incorporated  cities  and 
villages  with  the  consent  of  the  proper  of- 
ficials having  jurisdiction.  This  is  now  in 
the  Albany  County  Sidepath  law,  and  works 
without  friction.  Another  one  is  giving  the 
cyclist  a  right  of  way  over  the  track  worn  by 
bicycles  on  the  paths  we  build. 

"The  following  counties  have  Sidepath 
Commissions:  Albany,  Alleghany,  Broome, 
Cattaraugus,  Chautauqua,  Cayuga,  Chemung. 
Chenango,  Columbia,  Cortland,  Dutchess, 
Erie,  Franklin,  Fulton,  Genesee,  Greene, 
Herkimer,  Jefiferson,  Lewis,  Livingston,  Mad- 
ison, Monroe,  Montgomery,  Niagara,  Onei- 
da, Onondaga,  Ontario,  Orange,  Orleans, 
Oswego,  Otsego,  Rensselaer,  Rockland,  St. 
Lawrence,  Saratoga,  Schenectady,  Schuyler. 
Seneca,  Steuben,  Suffolk,  Tioga,  Tonipkins, 
Ulster,  Warren,  Washington,  Wayne,  West- 
chester, Yates," 


More  Charges  Against  Mears. 

Cleveland,  Jan.  1. — Ex-Chief  Consul  Charles 
W.  Mears,  of  the  Ohio  Division,  L.  A.  W., 
will  probably  be  again  called  upon  to  face 
charges  before  an  investigating  committee  of 
the  organization.  The  present  trouble  is  over 
the  sum  of  $G0  which  the  present  Division  offi- 
cers claim  is  due  them  from  the  former  chief 
executive.  At  the  time  Mears  was  called 
upon  to  face  charges  of  disloyalty  some  time 
ago  he  presented  a  bill  for  the  traveling  ex- 
penses of  himself  and  consul  from  Cleveland 
to  Pittsburg  and  return  to  the  E.xecutive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Division.  The  committee  passed 
upon  it  favorably  and  the  bill  was  paid.  At 
the  meeting  of  the  present  officials' of  the  Di- 
vision held  yesterday  in  Cincinnati  the  ques- 
tion of  the  legality  of  this  transaction  was 
brought  up,  and  it  was  decided  that  the  former 
Executive  Comanittee  had  no  authority  to  act 
on  the  matter,  on  the  grounds  that  Mears,  who 
was  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  was  un- 
der suspension  from  ofiice  by  President  Kee- 
nan,  of  the  L.  A.  W.,  Mears.  on  the  other 
hand,  never  having  recognized  his  suspension. 
The  demand  was  made  that  the  amount  men- 
tioned be  returned  to  the  treasurer  within 
sixty  days  or  civil  proceedings  would  be 
brought. 


Buffalo  to  Tax  Wheels. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  1.— The  Charter  Revis- 
ion Commiftee  of  the  city  of  Buffalo,  at  a 
meeting  held  last  Friday  evening,  voted  in  fa- 
vor of  drafting  an  amendment  which  will  pro- 
vide that  a  tax  be  levied  upon  bicycles  and 
other  vehicles  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the 
expense  of  all  repairing,  repaving  and  resur- 
facing of  streets  in  the  future. 

It  is  estimated  that  there  are  fully  100,000 
wheels  ridden  here,  and  the  probable  tax 
would  be  $1  per  year,  which  would  amount  to 
$100,000.  The  estimate  to  be  derived  from 
wagons,  buggies,  carriages  and  other  vehicles 
is  put  down  at  another  $100,000.  An  off- 
hand estimate  of  the  annual  expense  of  keep- 
ing pavements  in  good  repair  after  they  are 
once  in  good  shape  is  estimated  at  $100,000. 
It  can  therefore  be  seen  that  the  surplus  reve- 
nue derived  from  the  vehicle  and  bicycle  tax' 
would  enable  the  city  to  convert  the  pavements 
from  their  present  condition  into  first  class 
shape  in  the  course  of  a  few  years. 


Five  Millions  for  Good  Roads. 

Pittsburg,  Jan.  2. — The  most  importint  step 
which  the  League  of  American  Wheelmen  has 
yet  taken  in  its  work  for  good  roads  is  about 
to  be  inaugurated. 

President  Keenan  has  arranged  for  the  early 
presentation  in  Congress  of  a  bill  appropriat- 
ing $5,000,000  for  the  construction  of  im- 
proved highways. 

Representative  Graham,  of  the  Twenty- 
third  District  of  Pennsylvania,  will  father  the 
measure,  to  which  every  L.  A.  W.  member 
and  official  throughout  the  United  States  will 
be  asked  to  give  his  energetic  support.  Pres- 
ident Keenan  feels  assured  of  the  hearty  co- 
operation of  the  farmers  all  over  the  country 
in  securing  the  passage  of  the  measure. 

Always  Moving. 

Customer— "Tell  me  honestly,  does  this  tire 
creep?" 

Dealer — "Sir,  this  tire  is  warranted  to  be 
the  fastest  in  the  world." 


1900-  'Mw^Wnrnm  •  35 


-•mS.^ 


Good  Profit. 
Better  Demand. 
Best  Quality. 


That's  the  Crescent's  story  tersely  put.     It  is  short,  I 

quick   and   to   the  point.     Brief  as  it  is,  it  tells  the  { 

whole    successful    history    of  | 

^    1900  I 

Grescent  Bicycles! 


Crescents  are  the  most  profitable  wheels  you  can  I 

handle    next   season.       Their   sale    has    increased  1 

t 

m 

every    year,   owing    to  their  low  fixed  prices,  high  | 

standard    of  quality    and  the  excellent  reputation  j 

they  bear  in  every  part  of  the  country.     Last  year  i 

more   Crescents  were  sold  than  any  other  wheel.  j 

Travelers  are  now  on  the  road  and   are   being  fav-  | 

ored    with    larger    orders    than  ever  before.     The  i 

splendid  satisfaction   the  Crescent    has   given   has  1 

won  for  it  the  reputation,  "The  wheel  that  stands  up."  | 

Write  to   us  if  interested.  j 

AMERICAN  BICYCLE  COIVIPANY, 

Western  Wheel  Works  Sales  Department, 

NEW  YORK-CHICAGO. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  J 

i 

|ii...».....».i».i«..«M»........»u»..».»..»i..»..«».,»«»»»»»»»M.-.......«.....,...«...i,pi,.,,t,i»..p,.«..»-«-«..».»-»-«..«««..»»«..«..«..»..».,»»«»«««..«»«..»«».»..«»»»»..»..«...i.«...    «  I.    ■    ■   I.    Hn..i....iHu..i.i  I     I  H    I     I    I  ^ 


36 


January  4, 


I 


Automobile  News* 


Automobiles  in  Sweden. 

Robert  S.  S.  Bergh,  U.  S.  Consul  at  Goth- 
enburg, Sweden,  makes  a  report  to  the  De- 
partment of  State  on  automobile  prospects, 
as  follows: 

A'lany  business  men  here  think  that  the 
import  of  motor  carriages  into  Sweden,  if 
once  properly  started,  will  be  considerable, 
provided  they  can  be  made  durable,  neat  in 
appearance,  safe  and  easy  to  handle,  and  not 
too  expensive.  Cab-owners,  especially  in 
Stockholm,  are  considering  the  advisability 
of  purchasing  motor  carriages,  and  a  short 
time  ago  they  sent  experts  to  Berlin  to  study 
and  examine  motor  cabs  manufactured  in 
Germany.  The  report  they  made  on  their 
return  was  not  altogether  favorable.  They 
said  that  automobiles  which  in  catalogues 
seemed  to  be  ideals  of  perfection  in  reality 
did  not  come  up  to  expectations. 

The  chief  objection  to  the  motor  cabs,  with 
accumulators  or  storage  batteries,  was  that 
they  could  not  make  sharp  enough  turns. 
The  cabs  were  built  with  the  batteries  placed 
close  to  the  back  wheels.  The  steering  power 
of  the  front  wheels  was  so  small  that  the 
carriages  could  turn  only  in  very  large 
curves,  making  them  unfit  for  use  on  narrow 
streets.  Another  inconvenience  was  that  as 
soon  as  the  cabs  got  on  a  road  covered  with 
a  layer  of  sand  an  inch  thick,  they  stopped 
helplessly. 

Besides  these  inconveniences,  common  to 
French  and  German  motor  cabs  alike,  it  was 
said  that  few  of  the  carriages  exhibited  were 
of  the  type  desired — that  is,  with  room  for 
from  two  to  four  passengers.  Hunting  wag- 
ons, motor  cycles,  delivery  wagons,  etc.,  for 
sportsmen  and  business  houses  were  plenti- 
ful; but  cabs  were  fewer  and,  as  a  rule,  clum- 
sy in  appearance.  A  German  manufacturer 
promised,  however,  to  remedy  the  faults  men- 
tioned; but  it  is  not  yet  generally  known 
whether  the  prospective  purchasers  and  the 
manufacturer  can  agree  on  terms.  Manu- 
facturers of  motor  carriages  usually  demand 
one-fourth  of  the  price  for  thirty  days'  trial; 
while  the  cab-owners  in  question  desire  free 
trial  before  purchase,  because  they  are  un- 
willing to  buy  such  expensive  machines  with- 
out being  sure  that  they  are  practically  use- 
ful. 

At  present  there  is  only  a  petroleum-motor 
carriage  and  a  light  motor  cycle  in  Gothen- 
burg, both  of  French  manufacture.  I  believe 
there  is  an  American  motor  carriage  in 
Stockholm;  but  American  manufacturers 
ought  to  pay  attention,  also,  to  the  markets 
in  the  other  cities  of  this  Kingdom,  especially 
Gothenburg  and  Malmo.  It  would  be  of 
great  advantage  for  American  firms  to  be 
represented  here  at  once. 

Another  thing  of  importance  is  electrical 
machinery  in  general,  which  will  be  in  great 
demand  as  soon  as  the  people  have  fully 
learned  the  value  of  their  numerous  water- 
falls. A  large  electric-power  plant  will  soon 
be  built  at  Trollhattan;  electric  railways  and 
tramways  are  being  planned  for  Gothenburg, 
Lund,  Bjerrod  and  Jonkoping.     In  this  line, 


as  in  everything  else,  the  Germans  are  al- 
ways watchful;  they  pay  close  attention  to 
details,  and,  if  necessary,  send  experts  here 
to  study  plans,  etc.,  whereby  they  greatly  in- 
crease their  chances  to  introduce  machinery. 
If  it  is  not  practical  for  Americans  to  do 
likewise,  they  could  possibly  employ  active 
agents   to  represent  them   here. 

Electric-motor  carriages  are  preferred  for 
city  traffic.  Those  with  benzine  motors  are 
said  to  be  noisy  and  to  emit  offensive  gases. 


Will  Move  ractory  to  New  York. 

Chicago,  III.,  Dec.  30. — The  headquarters 
of  the  American  Electric  Vehicle  Co.,  accord- 
ing to  announcement,  will  be  removed  to 
New  York  City  in  January.  The  ofifices  and 
factory  here  will  be  vacated,  and  the  com- 
pany will  establish  itself  in  a  large  plant  in 
New  Jersey,  near  New  York,  the  factory  to 
hjave  a  capacity  of  five  vehicles  a  day.  The 
American  company  is  one  of  two  Chicago 
concerns  which  are  actually  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  automobiles,  and  more  of 
these  vehicles  were  made  in  Chicago  during 
last  year  than  in  any  other  city  in  the  United 
States.  "Our  reasons  for  moving  east  are 
many,"  said  C.  E.  Corrigan,  vice-president 
of  the  company.  "New  York  is  now  the  nat- 
ural automobile  centre  of  the  country,  though 
Chicago  has  heretofore  held  most  of  the 
trade.  It  is  hard  to  sell  automobiles  here  and 
get  good  prices  for  them.  New  York  has  a 
thousand  wealthy  men  where  Chicago  has 
one.  We  can  do  more  business  if  we  are  at 
the  centre  of  wealth.  Automobile  men  in  the 
East  are,  furthermore,  more  active  than  those 
of  the  West." 

Amateur  Auto  Race  for  Paris. 

Paris,  Dec.  30. — An  amateur  automobile 
road  race,  in  the  most  exclusive  sense  of  the 
word  amateur,  has  been  devised  by  M.  Albert 
Lemaitre.  "The  Figaro"  this  morning  gives 
details  regarding  M.  Lemaitre's  idea.  The 
competitors  must  be  members  of  the  Automo- 
bile Club  de  France,  and  must  not  be  accom- 
panied by  a  professional  or  amateur  automo- 
bile driver  or  mechanic.  Further,  each  com- 
petitor must  have  a  lady  by  his  side,  the  idea 
apparently  being  that  under  these  conditions 
he  will  not  take  racing  risks,  but  drive  his 
automobile  with  the  same  sense  of  responsi- 
bility as  in  ordinary  every-day  use.  M.  Le- 
maitre asked  "France  Automobile"  to  organ- 
ize the  race,  which  will  come  ofT  on  June  8, 
in  the  week  after  Whitsunday.  The  distance 
will  be  from  Paris  to  Rheims.  Another  fea- 
ture of  the  race  is  that  the  prizes  are  to  con- 
sist solely  of  baskets  of  champagne. 

Auto  Parade  in  Cleveland. 

Cleveland,  Jan.  1. — As  a  starter  for  the  new 
automobile  organization  here  nearly  all  of  the 
enthusiasts  in  town  held  a  parade  on  New 
Year's  morning.  The  display  was  very  inter- 
esting and  was  witnessed  by  large  crowds  of 


people  despite  the  cold  weather.  The  route 
was  shortened  from  the  original  programme, 
several  of  the  operators  being  well  satisfied 
with  the  quantities  of  fresh  air  they  were 
obliged  to  face  before  they  had  covered  a  third 
of  the  route.  Electric,  steam  and  gasoline 
types  were  represented  and  there  were  sev- 
eral machines  brought  here  especially  for  the 
occasion. 


Col.  Pope  Gets  a  Franchise. 

Boston,  Dec.  30. — Mayor  Quincy  has  signed 
the  order  granting  permission  to  the  Boston 
Transit  Company  to  run  motor  omnibuses 
over  the  three  routes  petitioned  for  and 
granted  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  This 
company  is  not  identical  with  the  New  En- 
gland Electric  Vehicle  Transportation  Com- 
pany, now  running  electric  cabs  in  the  city. 

The  Boston  Transit  Company  was  organ- 
ized early  this  year  by  Col.  Albert  A.  Pope. 
With  Mr.  Benjamin  D.  Hyde,  it  is  under- 
stood that  Col.  Pope  controls  the  new  com- 
pany, although  one  of  the  stockholders  is  the 
Hon.  M.  M.  Cunnifif. 


Date  of  Automobile  Race. 

Paris,  Jan.  1. — The  Commission  Sportive  of 
the  Automobile  Club  de  France  at  its  meeting 
fixed  the  date  for  the  International  Cup  race. 
It  will  be  June  15.  The  route  for  the  race 
will  be  decided  at  a  later  date. 

The  Automobile  Club  of  Milan  has  chal- 
lenged for  the  cup,  but  as  it  is  not  on  the  list 
of  clubs  recognized  as  eligible  to  be  challeng- 
ers, it  will  have  to  conform  with  the  rule  re- 
garding the  question  of  recognition — that  is  to 
say,  it  will  have  to  obtAin  the  consent  of  the 
challenging  clubs  which  are  recognized. 


Five  Millions  to  Build  Autos. 

The  American  Electric  Vehicle  Co.  had  its 
articles  of  incorporation  recorded  with  the 
County  Clerk  of  Newark,  N.  J.  Its  capital 
stock  is  fixed  at  $5,000,000.  Seven  per  cent 
is  promised  on  the  preferred  stock.  The  in- 
corporators are  Miles  Tierney  and  George  B. 
Hurst,  of  New  York;  George  T.  Lister,  of 
Jersey  City,  and  Henry  Young,  Jr.,  of  New- 
ark. 


Will  Have  Autos  in  March. 

Milwaukee,  Dec.  30. — The  Milwaukee  Au- 
tomobile Co.,  which  was  recently  incorpor- 
ated, state  that  they  expect  to  have  their 
machinery  in  operation  about  January  2,  and 
that  they  hope  to  have  machines  on  the 
market  by  the  first  of  March. 

Germany  Enters  for  Cup. 

Berlin,  Dec.  30. — The  Duke  of  Ratibor,  pres- 
ident of  the  Auto  Club  of  Germany,  has  writ- 
ten to  Baron  von  Zuylen,  officially  notifying 
him  that  the  club  will  compete  for  the  Inter- 
national Cup. 

Two  More  Auto  Companies. 

The  Thresher  Electric  Co.,  of  Dayton,  and 
the  New  York  &  Ohio  Electric  Co.,  of  War- 
ren, both  prominent  in  Ohio  electrical  fields, 
have  commenced  the  manufacture  of  electric 
carriages. 
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THE    STANDARD    BAR    OF    THE    WORLD.     I 

KELLY    ADJUSTABLE. 
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Fits  Any  Bicycle. 


Any  Rider. 


Over   600,000    Riders   Say      'Tis    No    Experiment" 


THE  KELLY  HANDLE-BAR  CO.,  Cleveland,  C,  U.  S.  A. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Stimulate  Your  Trade.  ^ 

"W'OUR  salesmen  are  in  constant  touch  with  your  trade  ;  they 
see  and  feel  daily  the  need  of  a  chainless  model.  Put  them  on 
an  equal  footing  with  "the  other  fellows  "  who  have  them.  Watch  the 
increase  in  their  orders.  Perhaps  you  have  hesitated  to  do  this  because 
"the  other  fellows"  have  spent  thousands  of  dollars  "  getting  ready." 

Don't  YOU  Do  It, 

We  have  solved  that  problem  for  you.    A  sample  of  the  BULLIS  GEAR 
AND    MECHANISM    will    convince    you.      Better    write    to-day. 

BULLIS  BALL-GEAR  CO.,    ^    Rochester,  n.  y. 


^^  Get  In  Line* 


ft 


Miami  Cycle  &  Mfg.  Co.,  Middletown,  O. 

Otto  Konigslow  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  Cleveland,  O. 

Excelsior  Supply  Co.,  Chicago,  111. 

General  Western  Agents. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


Outing  Mfg.  Co.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
F.  Bethman  Co.,  Hamburg,  Germany. 
Hanna  Cycle  Material  Co.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Guiterman,  Rosenfeld  &  Co.,  New  York. 
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Recreation  and  Racing* 


has  been  held  annually  ever  since,  and  the  list 
of  old  timers  who  competed  this  year  shows 
there  is  no  sign  of  decreasing  interest.  The 
trophy  was  a  mince  pie  and  a  bottle  of  wine  to 
the  winner,  and  was  as  much  sought  after  as  if 
it  were  an  $850  piano. 
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Foreign  Riders  Dissatisfied. 

The  trip  of  the  foreign  cyclists  to  America, 
while  undertaken  primarily  to  race  at  Mad- 
ison Square  Garden,  has  been  unsatisfactory. 
Tomaselli,  Meyers  and  Banker  expected  to 
have  at  least  two  months  of  steady  racing 
while  in  America.  They  find  that  the  racing 
in  sight  must  necessarily  come  after  their 
departure,  as  they  must  return  to  Europe 
February  1.  The  winter  resorts  of  Florida, 
at  which  they  had  expected  to  make  an  ap- 
pearance, will  hardly  be  at  their  best  until 
long  after  the  new  year,  owing  to  the  warm 
weather  in  the  North. 

The  Washington  meet  has  been  postponed 
until  later,  and  Prince  is  having  difficulty  in 
arranging  for  an  early  meet  at  Buffalo.  The 
chances  at  Philadelphia  for  a  meet  before 
February  are  not  very  bright,  and  Baltimore 
has  not  closed  for  its  indoor  track  as  yet, 
owing  to  other  attractions  being  held  at  the 
hall.  The  St.  Louis  business  has  fallen 
through,  and  Boston  was  tried  by  the  for- 
eigners with  poor  success.  So  little  chance 
is  there  for  a  six-day  race  within  the  'next 
month  that  Fisher,  Chevalier,  Pastaire  and 
Marius  will  probably  sail  for  France  this 
week.  Tomaselli,  Meyers  and  Banker  will 
take  a  pleasure  trip  through  the  South  and 
sail  on  February  1.  Taylore  and  Champion 
will  probably  remain  for  an  opportunity  to 
race  indoors  later  in  the  winter  season. 

A.  C.  W.  Prospering. 

Cleveland,  Dec.  25.— The  C.  R.  G.  outlaws 
who  formed  the  American  Century  Wheelmen 
in  this  city  about  two  months  ago  builded 
better  than  they  knew.  Besides  becoming  a 
strong  State  organization,  the  club  has  al- 
ready developed  into  a  thriving  association  of 
century  riders.  The  seed  sown  in  Cleveland 
and  Toledo  has  spread  throughout  eight 
States  and  the  club  now  claims  members  in 
Illinois,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Colorado,  Mon- 
tana, Wisconsin,  New  York  and  Pennsylvania. 
The  movement  in  Illinois,  the  home  of  the  old 
organization,  has  been  a  pleasing  surprise  to 
the  leaders  of  the  A.  C.  W.  and  it  is  claimed 
not  without  grounds  that  the  justice  of  their 
cause  has  found  the  support  of  some  of  the 
strongest  C.  R.  C.  members.  Thus  far  about 
thirty  applications  have  been  received  from  • 
Chicago,  all  but  one  or  two  of  them  from 
members  of  the  C.  R.  C.  A  few  days  ago 
these  riders  held  a  meeting  and  formed  an 
Illinois  division  of  the  new  club  and  elected 
ofHcers  as  follows:  A.  L.  Katz,  chief  cen- 
turion; A.  E.  Abram,  secretary-treasurer,  and 
C.  Blackenheim,  captain. 

Buffalo  Wants  an  International  Meet. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  30.— Efforts  are  be- 
ing made  to  have  the  international  bicycle 
championship  meeting  of  1901  held  in 
America.  If  the  efforts  are  successful,  the 
meeting  will  probably  be  held  in  Buffalo  in 
connection  with  the  Pan-American  Exposi- 
tion. 

The  formation  of  a  new  International  Asso- 


ciation having  as  a  member  the  National  Cy- 
cling Association  of  America  is  probable,  and 
the  National  Cycling  Association  has  already 
expressed  its  wish  that  Buffalo  be  the  place 
of  meeting  in  1901. 

Representatives  from  Buffalo  will  be  in 
Paris  next  season  and  active  work  for  bring- 
ing the  meeting  here  will  be  done.  The 
United  States  has  not  had  the  international 
meeting  since  1893,  when  it  was  held  at  the 
World's  Fair  in  Chicago,  and  representative 
members  of  most  of  the  foreign  associations 
have  expressed  themselves  as  willing  that 
America  should  have  the  next  meet. 

Buffalo  is  centrally  located  for  a  meet,  has 
miles  of  asphalt  streets  and  one  of  the  finest 
tracks  in  the  world. 

The  New  Year  Road  Races. 

Two  road  races  were  started  at  the  stroke 
of  midnight  Sunday.  In  one  the  competitors 
were  pushed  off  on  the  asphalt  at  Fifty-ninth 
street  and  Eighth  avenue,  with  Tarrytown  as 
their  destination,  but  the  first  man  to  reach 
Yonkers  was  entitled  to  a  bottle  of  wine 
there.  This  was  the  annual  New  Year's  race 
of  the  Associated  Cycling  Clubs  of  New  York, 
with  the  Gerbereux  trophy  at  stake.  The  sec- 
ond race  was  started  from  Bedford  Rest  at  the 
corner  of  Eastern  Parkway  and  Bedford  ave- 
nue, Brooklyn,  with  Valley  Stream,  sixteen 
miles  out  on  Long  Island,  as  the  destination. 
This  contest  was  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Century  Road  Club  Association  of  New  York. 

In  the  Valley  Stream  race  Egloff  finished 
first;   Pent,   second;    Boeser,   third. 

In  the  run  to  Yonkers  and  Tarrytown 
Schreiber  was  the  first  in  at  Yonkers  and  Be- 
dell was  the  winner  at  Tarrytown. 

On  Racing  Control. 

Editor  The  Wheel:  "It  seems  to  me,"  as 
the  song  goeth,  that  The  Wheel  did  a  pretty 
clever  thing  when  you  fired  the  shot  regard- 
ing the  division  of  racing  control.  What  a 
yell  went  up  from  the  American  Tract  Asso- 
ciation building  and  the  more  or  less  subsi- 
dized cycle  writing  oracles  of  Park  Row! 
They  do  not  want  to  lose  the  amateurs,  do 
the  N.  C.  A.;  the  boodle  supply  would  be  cut 
off  and  the  L.  A.  W.  would  soon  be  supreme. 
There's  little  sentiment  or  profit  in  manag- 
ing the  professionals., 

If  the  L.  A.  W.  officials  will  only  analyze 
the  rebel  leaders'  yell  and  what  caused  it,  they 
will  think  a  few  tim^s  before  giving  up  the 
control  of  amateurs  to  the  "long  green  chas- 
ers." It  seems  to  me  that  the  rebel  yell  will 
be  yet  the  undoing  of  the  "able,"  etc. 

Yours,  _  "Not   Pure." 

The  Annual  Scorch  to  Pullman. 

The  Chicago  Cycling  Club  held  its  annual 
2.50  scorch  to  Pullman  on  New  Year's  day. 
This  race  was  inaugurated  in  the  good  old 
"ordinary"  days,  back  in  '86,  when  a  mile  in 
2.50  was  considered  very  fast,  and  entitled  the 
man  who  did  the  trick  to  membership  in  this 
very  exclusive  organization.    This  run  or  race 


Twelfth  Regiment  Races. 

The  Twelfth  Regiment  will  hold  a  bicycle 
meet  under  the  rules  of  the  N.  C.  A.  on 
Wednesday  evening,  February  7.  There  will 
be  five  events,  including  three  amateur  and 
two  professional.  In  addition  to  this  Sec- 
retary T.  H.  Williamson  is  arranging  a  pur- 
suit race  between  Charlie  Murphy,  of  one- 
mile-a-minute  fame,  and  "Teddy"  Goodman. 
A  match  pursuit  race  will  also  be  arranged 
between  George  Schofield,  of  the  Kings 
County  Wheelmen,  and  "Wallie"  Torrence, 
of  the  Riverside  Wheelmen. 


Blinded  by  Tire  Fluid. 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  28. — The  strangest  bicy- 
cle accident  known  to  wheelmen  sent  Frank 
Fitzhugh  to  Hahneman  Hospital,  where  the 
doctors  are  trying  to  save  him  from  becom- 
ing blind.  Fitzhugh  was  riding  in  Vine  street 
near  Broad.  He  punctured  his  tire.  Dis- 
mounting, he  leaned  over  his  wheel  and  be- 
gan inflating  his  tire.  The  tire  contained 
"tire  fluid."  Fitzhugh  pumped  too  vigorous- 
ly; the  "tire  fluid"  leaped  into  his  face  and 
eyes. 

Ohio  Division  Wants  Racing. 

Cincinnati,  Dec.  31. — At  the  second  meet- 
ing of  the  Ohio  Division,  League  of  American 
Wheelmen,  the  enemies  of  the  League  of 
American  Wheelmen  control  of  bicycle  rac- 
mg  received  a  backset,  as  the  State  officials 
at  the  meeting  voted  to  stand  by  the  League, 
sustaining  the  vote  of  the  members  at  large 
in  the  Ohio  division,  who  favored  League  of 
American  Wheelmen  control  in  the  recent 
election. 

After  1900  Meet. 

Denver  is  after  the  1900  National  Meet  of 
the  L.  A.  W.  The  western  city  entertained 
the  League  in  1894,  and  it  is  on  record  that 
the  meet  was  the  best  that  had  been  held  up 
to  that  time,  and  it  has  not  been  surpassed 
since.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Colo- 
rado Division  the  matter  will  be  discussed, 
and  if  thought  feasible  an  invitation  will  be 
extended  at  once. 

To  Ride  All  Winter. 

Winona,  Minn.,  Dec.  30  (Special).— The 
City  Council  has  established  a  precedent 
which  will,  no  doubt,  be  followed  by  other 
cities  in  the  State.  It  provided  for  the  clear- 
ing of  a  bicycle  path  through  the  snow  on 
one  of  the  streets,  which  extends  through  the 
entire  length  of  the  city,  so  that  workmen 
going  to  and  from  work  may  have  a  place  to 
ride  all  winter. 

Rhode  Island  Against  Racing. 

Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  Dec.  28.— The  Board  of 
Officers  of  the  Rhode  Island  Division  L.  A. 
W.  to-night  adopted  an  amendment  to  the 
constitution  abolishing  the  Racing  Board, 
which  shows  the  attitude  of  the  State  Divi- 
sion on  the  race  question. 


1900. 
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WHAT  YOU  GET  FOR  YOUR  MONEY 

IS  AS  IMPORTANT 
AS  THE  AMOUNT  YOU  PAY. 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  Sept.  7,   1899. 
In  reply  to  yours  of   Aug.   26th,  I  wish  to  say  that  the  National  seems  to  be 
t     bearing  out  your  claims  for  it  in   very  hard   service.      Your  treatment  has  certainly 
I     been  most  liberal. 


I 


I 


Arthur  Griggs. 


New  Castle,  Pa.,  Aug.  30,  1899. 
My  dealings  with  you  in  the  past  have  been  very   satisfactory,  and  as  for  your 
wheels,  I  have  about  decided  to  handle  no  other  wheel  in  rgoo  but  the  National. 

J.  A.   Breckenridge. 

They  have  both  bought  Nationals  for  1900,  not  because  they  are  cheaper  but 
because  they  got  100  cents'  worth  for  their  dollar  and  found  it  a  money-making  prop- 
osition. 

!  NATIONAL  CYCLE  MFG.  CO., 

Get  Our  Catalogue. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


BAY   CITY,    MICH. 
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GREAT    LEADER    OF   A    GREAT    LINE. 


Pierce  Cushion-Frame  Chainless  Bicycles. 

These  models  combine  the  ease  and  comfort  of  the  cushion  frame 
with  the  advantages  of  bevel-gear  construction. 

Making  the  most  distinctive  model  on  the  market  for  1 900. 

Equipped  with  tiie  FAMOUS  LELAND-FAULGONER  GEARS.         "TRIED  AND  TRUE"  Construction  makes  tills  possible. 

CATALOGUES  NOW  READY. 

THE    GEORGE    N.    PIERCE    CO., 

BUFFALO.  NEW  YORK.  BOSTON.  DENVER. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


40 


January  4, 


MICHALL  AS  A  JOCKEY. 


Description  of  the  Little  "Welsh   Rarebit"  in  His 

Re-entrance    to   the    Horse  Racing 

Game. 

A  sporting  writer  describes  the  riding  of 
Jimmy  Michael,  as  a  jockey,  at  the  New  Or- 
leans meeting  and  his  final  disappearance 
from  cycling  as  follows: 

"His  appearance  was  unexpected.  As  he 
came  here  early  in  the  meeting  with  a  few 
horses  of  his  own,  acting  as  his  own  exer- 
cise boy,  it  was  understood  that  some  day 
he  would  come  out  and  show  what  he  had 
learned  about  race  riding,  but,  as  he  threat- 
ened to  do  this  all  through  last  winter's  meet- 
ing, nobody  was  looking  for  him.  Had  it 
been  announced  that  he  would  take  a  mount 
to-day,  the  crowd  at  the  track  probably  would 
have  been  augmented  iby  a  gathering  of 
devotees  of  the  wheel. 

"Michael  did  not  choose  a  soft  spot  or  a 
good  mount  for  his  debut.  He  was  on  Cal- 
chas,  a  selling-plater  of  small  calibre  in 
among  a  miscellaneous  lot  of  skirt  dancers, 
side-steppers  and  other  kinds  of  wayward 
performers.  Moreover,  the  race  was  at  a 
mile,  and  the  start  was  in  full  view  of  the 
grand  stand,  but  few  of  the  occupants  of 
which  knew  that  the  J.  Michael  whose  name 
was  on  the  jockey  board  was  the  redoubt- 
able Jimmy  who  had  won  nearly  every  honor 
that  was  to  be  won  on  a  bicycle  track. 

"Calchas  played  a  prominent  part  in  the 
antics  which  kept  the  field  at  the  post  for 
eight  minutes,  but  Michael  showed  himself 
a  great  deal  better  than  a  dozen  green  hands 
at  controlling  him.  Bets  were  ofifered  by 
persons  who  had  seen  him  ride  his  first  and 
only  other  race  at  Gravesend,  that  he  would 
steer  clear  of  any  kind  of  a  bunch.  But  those 
bets  were  cashed  by  the  takers^ 

"Calchas  broke  well  with  the  others,  and 
Michael,  instead  of  taking  him  around,  as 
was  expected,  jammed  him  into  the  thickest 
of  the  fight,  for  a  position  on  the  first  turn, 
and  succeeded  in  sending  him  through  a 
smaller  hole  than  many  an  experienced  hand 
would  have  cared  to  negotiate. 

"There  were  only  two  horses  in  front  of 
Calchas  in  the  first  quarter,  and  it  was  plainly 
the  inspiration  he  got  from  Michael  that 
landed  him  in  that  kind  of  a  position.  Cal- 
chas could  not  stick,  however,  and  when  the 
field  swung  into  the  backstretch  he  began  to 
back  up. 

"Michael  continued  to  ride  him  with  hands 
and  heels,  particularly  with  his  heels,  and 
the  colt  had  an  exceeding  busy  time  of  it. 
He  staggered  in  eighth,  and  it  took  Lew 
Williams  two  hours  to  cool  him  out. 

"Michael  had  a  good  seat  on  the  horse,  but 
was  a  little  awkward  with  the  handle-bars, 
but  he  certainly  does  not  lack  courage  or 
the  intelligence  necessary  to  make  a  rider. 
He  was  pleased  with  the  impression  he  made, 
and  has  put  himself  in  the  market  for  good 
mounts." 


Bicycles,  Automobiles  and  Roads. 

"I  am  a  great  believer  in  the  bicycle,"  says 
Alexander  Schwalbach,  of  Brooklyn.  "I 
have  been  identified  for  years  with  the  League 
of  American  Wheelmen,  the  Good  Roads  As- 
sociation and  the  Associated  Cycling  Clubs, 
and  I  have  been  associated  in  most  of  the 
movements  which  have  been  started  in  recent 
years  to  aid  wheelmen  and  good  roads.   There 


is  a  great  future  for  the  automobile  in  this 
country,  but  we  must  have  better  roads  before 
the  big  horseless  carriage  will  become  uni- 
versally popular.  The  sidepath  agitation  all 
over  the  country  will  be  a  great  thing  for  the 
bicycle,  but  it  will  not  help  the  automobile. 
We  have  agitated  the  sidepath  movement  in 
many  districts  because  we  realized  that  good 
roads,  under  the  present  way  of  doing  busi- 
ness, were  a  thing  to  be  realized  fifty  or  a 
hundred  years  from  now.  Yet  at  the  same 
time  the  sidepath  movement  will  not  hurt 
good  roads.  They  furnish  a  splendid  example 
to  the  driver  and  the  farmer.  When  the  far- 
mer sees  the  bicycle  rider  on  his  sidepath 
moving  along  so  swiftly,  smoothly  and  easily, 
while  his  horse  is  knee  deep  in  the  mud  and 
mire,  it  is  going  to  make  him  stop  and  think  a 
little.  The  automobile  will  not  wipe  out  the 
bicycle  or  hurt  it  in  any  way.  The  two  are 
closely  allied,  and  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for 
the  owners  of  automobiles  and  the  owners  of 
bicycles  to  get  together.  They  are  all  inter- 
ested in  good  roads,  and  they  can  hope  to  ac- 
complish a  great  deal  more  in  unison  than 
they  can  ever  do  while  each  is  working  in- 
dividually. Let  them  get  together  and  de- 
mand their  rights,  and  our  local,  State  and 
National  politicians  will  soon  realize  that  their 
demands  are  just  and  must  be  attended  to." 


toonist,  with  his  feet  on  the  editor's  table! 
But  days  and  months  have  passed  without 
either  a  new  discovery  or  an  old  recrudes- 
Again,  a  year  or  two  ago 


cence. 


*     *     *     * 


the  country  was  fairly  bicycle  mad.  Now  the 
people  are  beginning  to  appreciate  the  real 
worth  of  the  wheel.  The  wheel  used  to  be  a 
fashion.  Nowadays  it  takes  its  place  as  a 
pleasant  recreation  and  a  sterling  medicine  for 
those  afflicted  with  dyspepsia  or  the  mulli- 
grubs. As  for  the  old  complaints,  well,  let 
us  say  bosh!  Some  ignorant  and  too  enthus- 
iastic riders  may  have  loosened  a  screw  some- 
where in  their  anatomy,  but  we  do  not  remem- 
ber that  a  specific  case  of  any  of  the  forms  of 
the  fanciful  cycleritis  has  ever  been  demon- 
strated. The  bicycle  is  down  for  a  long  visit. 
Not  even  the  clangorous  and  fat-tired  auto- 
mobile can  drive  it  out. 


Put  Salt  in  Acetylene  Generators. 

To  prevent  acetylene  igenerators  freezing, 
saturate  the  water  with  salt.  The  salt  does 
not  interfere  with  the  evolution  of  the  gas, 
and  will  keep  the  liquid  until  the  temperature 
drops  to  6  degrees  F. 


Then  and  Now. 

Once  upon  a  time,  you  remember,  says  the 
"Boston  Journal,"  the  papers  bulged  out  with 
wise  dissertations  on  the  bicycle  nose,  the  bi- 
cycle throat,  the  bicycle  hump  in  the  back 
and  still  other  forms  of  what  might  generally 
have  been  classified  as  cycleritis.  Ah!  and  what 
sport  it  all  was  for  the  poor,  hard-digging 
paragrapher   and  the   lazy,   conventional   car- 


Mixed  Occupations. 

They  have  some  funny  ways  in  Australia. 
For  instance,  in  the  "Australian  Cyclist"  is 
found  this  advertisement:  "J.  Williams,  Offi- 
cial Handicapper  to  League  of  N.S.W.W., 
Practical  Tailor." 


The  Poetry  of  Odors. 

Lives  of  motists  all  remind  us 
We  can  make  our  lives  a  curse. 

And,   departing,  leave  behind  us 
Frightful    odors — nothing   worse! 


-■•;f-.-;"5*S'^. 


1900. 


41 


SELF  EXPLANATORY 


20,000-8-99 


DICTATED  BY  Clarke. 


BROWN  &  WALES 

Iron,  Steel,  Heavy  Hardware 
Steam,  Gas  and  Plumbers'  Supplies 
Metals,  Electrical  and  Bicycle  Material 
Hose,  Pipe  and  Fittings,  Sewing  flachines 

69=83  PURCHASE  ST.,  BOSTON 


T. 


Babbitt  Metals 

Files,  Rasps 


Steel  Roofing 


Dec.    20,     1899. 


steel  Lath 


Fredrick  Manu factur ing  Co.  , 

New  York,  N.  Y. 
Gentlemen:- 

We  have  just  been  informed  by  the  Handle  Bar  Co. 

that  they  are  intending  to  push  a  patent  which  they  claim  they  have 
on  the  Adjustable  Handle  Bar,  and  anybody  that  makes  adjustable  bars 
in  two  or  three  devices  is  infringing  upon  their  patent. 

Are  you  willing  to  guarantee  us  that  we  will  not  in  any  way  be 

annoyed  by  the Handle  Bar  Co.  in  regard  to  your  bar  ?   Kindly 

advise  us  by  return  mail,  and  oblige, 


Yours  truly, 


BROWN  &  WALES. 


OUR   POSITION 


3fre5rlcft  flBanutacturing  Co., 

150  massau  Street, 

mew  Kotft  Citg,  Til.  S.  n. 


TELEPHONE,    1384  CORTLANDT. 
CABLE  ADDRESS,  RICKFRED. 


December  21st,  1899. 
Messrs.  Brown  &  Wales, 

Boston,  Mass. 
Gentlemen  :  - 

We  are  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  20th  inst.  ,  and,  be- 
lieving that  our  position  should  be  clearly  outlined,  we  desire 
to  state: 

That  the  Fredrick  Adjustable  Handle  Bar  does  not  infringe  any 
patents  pertaining  to  Handle  Bars, 


That  the  financial  standing  and  reputation  of  our  house  are  be- 
hind our  product. 

That  the  great  success  that  our  bar  has  met  with,  will  not  be  in- 
terrupted by  such  methods  as  those  adopted  by  the Handle  Bar 

Co.  ,  as  we  will  protect  our  customers,  and  will  esteem  it  a  favor  to 
be  informed  by  anyone  of  annoyances. 

Very  truly  yours, 
Die.  C.  FREDRICK  MANUFACTURING  CO. 
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January  4, 


•••-••••^•-••••-•"•^ 


Calcium  Carbide* 


HOW  IT  IS  PRODUCED. 


.^..-,„,...-.-..............-.-.— .-.-.—....—.....-...-....-.- 

JUDGING  from  the  number  of  acetylene 
cycle  lamps  which  are  met  with  on  the 
road,  and  from  the  new  designs  which  are 
almost  daily  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  pub- 
lic, it  is  evident  that  the  use  of  these  lamps 
is  largely  on  the  increase,  says  the  "Cyclist." 
A  description,  therefore,  of  the  manufacture 
of  the  calcium  carbide  from  which  the  acety- 
lene is  produced,  together  with  some  re- 
marks gained  from  experience  on  the  con- 
struction and  use  of  the  lamps,  may  not  be 
without  interest  to  cyclists. 

What  Carbide  Is. 

As  most  people  are  now  aware,  acetylene 
is  generated  by  the  action  of  water  upon  cal- 
cium carbide,  a  substance  formed  by  subject- 
ing an  intimate  mixture  of  finely  powdered 
lime  and  coke  to  the  intense  heat  of  the  elec- 
tric arc,  when  the  lime  and  coke  fuse  togeth- 
er, forming  a  body  of  definite  composition 
known  as  calcium  carbide. 

The  discovery  of  this  material  as  a  com- 
mercial product  was  really  due  to  an  accident. 
A  Mr.  T.  L.  Willson,  in  Canada,  was  carrying 
out  a  series  of  experiments  with  a  view  to  the 
direct  formation  of  aluminum  bronze  in  the 
electric  furnace,  but  not  meeting  with  much 
success,  and  being  restrained  from  continu- 
ing the  manufacture  of  aluminum  owing  to 
patents  held  by  others,  he  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  extraction  of  the  less  known  met- 
als from  their  ores.  One  day  he  treated  a 
mixture  of  lime  and  coke  in  his  electric  fur- 
nace, hoping  to  obtain  the  metal  calcium,  but 
in  this  he  was  disappointed,  and  the  residue 
left  after  the  experiment  was  thrown  into  the 
stream  .which  furnished  the  necessary  mo- 
tive power  for  his  dynamo.  The  instant  evo- 
lution of  quantities  of  a  gas  possessing  an  ex- 
ceedingly penetrating  odor  attracted  his  at- 
tention, and  on  repeating  the  experiment,  it 
was  found  that  this  residue  was  calcium  car- 
bide. 

There  has  been  much  discussion  as  to 
whether  the  claim  for  priority  of  the  discov- 
ery rests  with  Willson  or  with  Moissan,  a 
celebrated  French  scientist,  who  at  the  same 
time  had  been  experimenting  with  the  elec- 
tric furnace,  but  there  is  not  the  least  doubt 
that  the  honor  is  Willson's,  as  the  results  of 
Moissan's  work  were  not  published  until 
some  time  after  Willson  had  sent  samples  of 
his  product  to   scientific   friends. 

Electric  Furnace  Used. 

Before  Willson's  discovery,  calcium  car- 
bide was  merely  a  laboratory  curiosity,  and 
could  only  be  made  in  small  quantities  by 
costly  and  tedious  processes,  but,  thanks  to 
the  electric  furnace,  it  is  now  possible  to 
manufacture  this  material  on  a  large  scale. 

It  is  only  within  comparatively  recent  years 
that  the  electric  furnace  has  invaded  the  do- 
main of  commercial  industry,  the  first  prac- 
tical furnace  having  been  devised  by  Sir  W. 
Siemens  in  1878,  and  at  the  present  day  it  is 
largely  employed  in  the  manufacture  of  alum- 
inum, of  phosphorus  and  of  carborundum, 
an  artificial  abrasive  material  resembling  em- 


ery. The  heat  in  these  furnaces  is  obtained 
from  an  electric  flame  or  arc  playing  between 
two  carbon  poles  through  which  a  powerful 
current  is  passing;  this  heat  is  the  most  in- 
tense that  is  yet  known  to  science,  and  has 
been  estimated  as  approximating  to  3,500  de- 
grees C,  or  6,332  degrees  F. 

The  general  type  of  electric  furnace  for 
making  calcium  carbide  consists  of  a  thick 
carbon  plate  at  the  bottom  of  the  furnace  in 
electric  connection  with  one  terminal  of  the 
dynamo,  and  a  vertical  carbon  rod  suspended 
over  it,  in  connection  with  the  other  terminal 
and  capable  of  being  raised  or  lowered  by 
means  of  suitable  gearing.  The  size  of  the 
furnaces  is  sometimes  very  large,  as  may  be 
judged  from  the  fact  that  there  are  in  use  car- 
bon poles  over  a  yard  square.  There  are  two 
processes  by  which  the  carbide  is  made.  In 
the  first  a  large  crucible  is  employed,  the 
movable  carbon  pole  at  the  commencement 
of  the  operation  resting  inside  on  the  bottom. 
After  the  arc  has  been  struck,  the  mixed  lime 
and  coke  are  fed  round  the  arc,  and  fuse  to- 
gether, the  suspended  carbon  pole  being 
gradually  raised  as  the  height  of  the  carbide 
increases,  until  at  the  end  there  is  left  a  large 
ingot  of  carbide,  surrounded  by  a  coating  of 
unacted  upon  material.  It  is  manifest  that 
the  outer  part  of  the  ingot  will  contain  less 
true  carbide  than  the  center,  as  it  is  further 
removed  from  the  source  of  heat.  The  center 
portion  often  contains  96  per  cent  of  true  car- 
bide, while  the  percentage  decreases  until  the 
outer  crust  merely  contains  from  50  to  70  per 
cent.  In  practice,  the  ingot  is  broken  up, 
and  the  crust  and  center  portion  are  so  blend- 
ed that  a  yield  of  five  cubic  feet  of  gas  per 
pound  of  carbide  is  obtained. 

In  the  other  process  a  crucible  lined  with 
carbon  is  employed,  and  the  material  is 
heated  to  complete  liquefaction,  the  molten 
carbide  being  withdrawn  at  intervals  by  tap- 
ping the  crucible.  In  this  way  no  poor  crust 
is  formed,  but  an  excess  of  lime  has  to  be 
added  to  the  raw  materials  in  order  that  the 
fused  carbide  may  flow  properly,  while,  owing 
to  the  time  during  which  the  carbide  is  under 
the  arc,  it  is  liable  to  be  "burnt,"  whereby  its 
gas-yielding  value  is  deteriorated,  and  the 
consequence  is  that  the  average  pound  of 
"run"  or  "tapped"  carbide  only  gives  about 
four  cubic  feet  of  gas. 

The  two  varieties  may  generally  be  distin- 
guished by  the  fact  that  "ingot"  carbide  often 
contains  many  portions  which  show  well  de- 
fined crystals  of  fairly  large  size,  owing  to  the 
slow  cooling  of  the  center  portion,  while 
with  "run"  carbide  the  crystals  are  much 
smaller,  as  the  carbide  cools  so  rapidly  that 
they  cannot  attain  to  any  size. 

Materials  for  Manufacture. 

The  materials  used  in  the  manufacture  of 
calcium  carbide  are  very  carefully  chosen.  In 
the  early  days  of  the  industry  no  great  im- 
portance was  attached  to  the  purity  of  the 
lime  and  coke,  the  result  being  that  the  acet- 
ylene produced  from  it  possessed  many  un- 
pleasant  properties,   one   of  the  most   objec- 


tionable of  which  was  the  formation,  after  a 
short  time,  of  a  haze  in  the  air  of  the  room  in 
which  the  igas  was  burning.  However,  at 
present  the  lime  and  coke  used  are  exception- 
ally pure,  and  the  carbide  made  from  them 
contains  very  few  impurities. 

The  lime  is  obtained  from  a  dense  form  of 
calcium  carbonate,  and  is  burnt  in  special 
kilns  heated  by  gas,  as,  if  prepared  in  the  us- 
ual way,  the  fuel  adds  to  the  impurities,  and 
it  has  been  found  that  a  higher  temperature 
than  is  obtained  with  the  ordinary  kiln  is  an 
advantage.  The  coke  is  known  as  metallur- 
gical coke,  made  from  coal  heated  in  special- 
ly constructed  ovens,  by  which  the  impurities 
are  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

The  proportions  in  which  the  lime  and 
coke  are  employed  vary  in  different  works, 
but  a  -good  working  mixture  consists  of  60 
parts  of  lime  to  40  of  coke. 


Twentieth  Century  Advertising. 

Though  the  Twentieth  Century  Mfg.  Co. 
has  earned  a  reputation  for  judicious  and  ar- 
tistic advertising,  it  has  never  gotten  out  a 
better  example  of  it  than  its  new  catalogue. 
From  an  artistic  front  cover  through  to  the 
last  it  is  an  exhibit  of  typographical  neatness 
in  two  colors— red  and  hlack — plentifully  in- 
terspersed with  finely  executed  half-tones  of 
the  famous  Twentieth  Century  lamps.  The 
text  matter  covers  an  interesting  description 
of  the  lamps  and  the  rear  cover  closes  the 
book  with  the  picture  of  the  familiar  Twenti- 
eth Century  coach  and  "Governor"  Castle  on 
the  box. 


Capture  a  Town? 

There  is  much  clever  advertising  in  the 
bicycle  trade  this  year  and  much  of  it  is  com- 
ing from  Frank  Sturges,  of  Chicago,  maker 
of  United  States  bicycles.  His  latest  is  a 
little  pamphlet  entitled,  "How  Would  You 
Like  to  Capture  a  Town?"  addressed  to  deal- 
ers. It  contains  a  concise  sketch  of  the  his- 
tory of  development  in  cycle  construction, 
leading  up  to  the  manufacture  of  United 
States  bicycles  and  then  informing  the  dealer 
"how  he  can  capture  a  town"  by  securing  the 
agency. 


New  Bundy  Lamp. 

Joseph  Allen,  the  selling  agent  for  the  Frank 
E.  Bundy  Lamp  &  Sundry  Co.,  of  Elmira,  N. 
Y.,  reports  that  the  1900  Bundy  bicycle  lamp 
is  enjoying  a  big  sale  among  the  jobbers.  The 
new  lamp  is  known  as  model  "C."  It  has  an 
enlarged  carbide  chamber,  improved  moisture 
accumulator  and  detachable  fish-tail  tip  and 
holder. 


Startling  Information. 

A  German  paper  says  that  "next  year's 
English  cycle  models  will,  without  any  sort 
of  doubt,  be  fitted  with  a  practical  adjust- 
ment, just  patented,  namely,  a  new  kind  of 
chain  or  sprocket  wheel,  furnished  with  teeth 
or  sprockets,  adjusting  themselves  by  the  ten- 
sion and  action  of  the  chain."  This  is  news, 
indeed. 


Wants  Automobiles. 

H.  S.  Moore,  Cleveland,  O.,  bicycle  dealer, 
will  also  carry  a  line  of  automobiles  and  so- 
licits correspondence  with  manufacturers. 
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The  Best  Juvenile  Ever  Offered.       Our  1900  Proposition  Will  Interest  You. 


EXCELSIOR  SPOKES  AND  NIPPLES  AT  PRICES  CONTROLLED  BY  OURSELVES. 


Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 


THE  TOLEDO   METAL  WHEEL  CO.,  Toledo,  o 


READS  LIKE  ROMANCE. 


.Story  of  Two  American  Wheelmen  and  a  Chance 

Meeting    with    a    Parisian 

Celebrity. 

Oharles  Hatton  and  Charles  Musselraan, 
the  Wichita  (Kan.)  wheelmen  who  rode  to 
New  York  on  their  'bicycles  and  then  crossed 
over  to  Paris,  have  been  heard  from.  Below 
is  given  an  extract  'from  a  letter  by  these  boys 
to  'the  Wichita  "Eagle,"  in  which  they  de- 
scribe an  adventure  which  reads  like  one  of 
Oliver  Optic's  boy  romances: 

"Last  week  we  walked  and  talked  down  a 
busy  street  on  our  way  to  night  classes  in  lan- 
guaiges.  Some  gentleman  briskly  stepped 
past  us,  then'  halted  and  said:  'Did  I  not 
hear  you  young  gentlemen  talking  English?' 
We  assured  him  'he  did,  and  thereupon  he 
asked  us  several  questions  about  our  being  in 
France,  and  ended  up  by  asking  us  if  we  were 
Christians.  Then  he  said:  T  am  'going  to 
a  lecture  to-night,  and  I  believe  if  you  young 
men  would  go  with  ime  you  would  get  better 
value  than  by  going  to  the  night  class.  Can 
you  go?  I  will  see  that  you  get  free  admis- 
sion.' Well,  we  went  with  liim,  and  the  in- 
stant we  entered  Whe  ball  we  seemed  wel- 
comed by  a  thousand  voices  all  yelling  in 
French.  The  gentleman  kept  us  at  his  side 
and  found  us  seats  near  the  front  and  re- 
quested that  we  remain  there  until  after  the 
lecture  and  he  would  find  us.  Then  be  left 
and  entered  a  side  door.  We  nexJt  found  our 
new  friend  introduced  to  the  enthusiastic  au- 
dience as  the  lecturer  of  tihe  evening.  We  in- 
quired his  name  of  a  neighbor.  It  seemed 
ihe  was  the.  celebrated  Henri  Merle  de  Am- 
brigue,  the  (potential  minister  of  France. 
Well,  such  a  lecture!  No  wonder  cheer  upon 
cheer  shook  the  French  cobwebs  down  from 
those  massive  arches  and  pillars.  During 
the  lecture  he  referred  to  America  as  one  of 
the  proudest  countries  of  the  earth,  whose 
people,  'follo'wing  the  'footsteps  of  Christ,  had 
set  a  pattern  for  all  the  world;  whose  every 
citizen,  even  the  boys,  are  enthused  with  a 
zeal  of  being  and  doing  something  to  better 
the  world.  Then  he  spoke  of  the  two  Amer- 
icans before  him,  and  'So  on,  a  lecture  that, 
catching  what  we  could  in  our  imperfect 
French,  told  us  he  was  a  man  worth  know- 
ing. 

"When  it  was  over  he  'had  us  walk  to  his 
ho'me  and  accept  an  invitation  to  to-morrow's 
■dinner,  and  we  attended.  Then  he  took  us 
over  Paris  in  his  automobile,  made  us  each  a 
present  of  a  fine  derby  and  had  another  din- 
ner arranged  that  we  might  imeet  a  few  friends 
of  Mile,  de  Ambrigue.  He  placed  his  mag- 
nificent library  at  our  command,  a  place 
where  one  cannot  reach  out  a  hand  and  not 
touch  books.  Then  ihis  gallery  of  paintings 
is  a  rich  feast.  We  will  attend  a  supper  with 
a  lady  from  Massachusetts  that  we  met  at  his 
'home,  on  Champs  Elysee.     So  altogether  we 
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ONE-PIECE 

Crank- 
Hangers 

are  used  by  manu- 
facturers of  Bicycles 
the  world  over. 

Quality  and  Prices 
Rig-ht. 

THE  CYCLES  TOOL  MrO.  CO. 

SPRINGFIELD,  I^ASS.,  U.  S.  A. 

Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 

think  we  are  baving  an  educational  and  inter- 
esting trip." 


Cycling  Comedy. 

Callow    curate,  cycling,  calling. 

Courting  coy  Clarissa  comes. 
Consternation!   carriage   crawling, 

Captain  Corker!    Crikey!    Crumbs! 
Coachman,   calling,   crying,   chiding. 

Coasting   cleric  cannot  clear; 
Crash,  colossal,  clean,  colliding. 

Checking  cleric's   crazed  career. 
Caleb  Corker,  coinless  captain, 

Carelessly  Clarissa  calls,  . 
Coarsely   cursing,   charging  chaplain, 

Called    contemptuously    "Chawles." 
Calm  Clarissa  comes  condoning, 

Censures   Caleb's  contumely; 
Curate's   crimson   cuts  consoling, 

Comforts    "Chawles"    consumedly. 
Captain  Corker  circumvented, 

Creeps  crestfallen,   can't  compete; 
'Claris  cheerful  "Chawles"  contented, 

Consummation,  cure  complete. 


An  Ingenious  Frenchman. 

A  French  mechanic,  sentenced  to  nine 
months'  imprisonment,  was  set  to  work  in 
the  prison  blacksmith's  shop.  As  a  special 
favor  he  was  allowed  to  exercise  his  own  in- 
genuity, and  after  five  months'  hard  labor  he 
succeeded  in  turning  out  a  very  creditable 
bicycle.  It  must  be  remembered  that  he  had 
only  the  ordinary  smith's  implements  to  work 
with.  On  his  release  he  made  a  few  francs 
by  exhibiting  the  machine,  and  then,  having 
purchased  saddle  and  tires  and  had  the  whole 
enameled,  he  has  since  had  it  in  constant 
use. 


ADLETS. 

For  Sale,  Exchange,  Ktc.  —  Tweaty-five  words, 
thirty-five  cents.  Eacm  additional  word  two  cents. 
Cash  invariably  in  advance. 

Situations  and  Help  Wanted. — Answers  received 
in  confidence  and  forwarded  without  charge,  ^te: 
25  words,  one  time,  60  cents;  three  times,  $1.00;  50 
words,  one  time,  $1.00;  four  times,  J3.00;  76  words, 
one  time,  $1.50;  four  times,  $5.00.  Displayed  adver- 
tisements: One-half  inch,  one  time,  $1.00;  four  times, 
$3.00;  one  inch,  one  time,  $1.50;  four  times,  $5.00. 

PATENTS.— H.  W.  T.  Jenner,  patent  attorney  and 
-'-  mechanical  expert,  608  F  street,  Washington,  D. 
C.  Established  1883.  I  make  an  examination  free  of 
charge,  and  report  if  a  patent  can  be  had  and  exactly 
how  much  it  will  cost.    Send  for  circular. 

A  RELIABLE  salesman,  with  an  established  trade 
^^  for  two  to^  three  thousand  wheels  in  New  Eng- 
land and  good  Southern  connections,  is  ready  to  talk 
business  with  a  live  firm.  Only  reliable  people  need 
write.     G.   H.   P.,  care  of  The  \vheel. 

A  DN'ERTISER,  at  present  superintendent  of  bi- 
■'^  cycle  lamp  firm,  desires  a  similar  situation  after 
February  28.  Have  had  14  years  as  practical  lamp 
maker  with  well  known  English  firm.  Thoroughly 
practical  and  understands  the  business  thoroughly. 
Good  references.     Address,  A.   B.,   care  of  The  Wheel. 

<[TC  BUYS  a  combination  or  double-drop  Geneva 
>P^3  tandem  in  firsit-class  order,  or  will  trade  for 
guns  or  single  wheels.    Tanner,  New  Bedford,  Mass. 

p  OOD  HOUSES  WANTED  in  localities  where  we 
^-J  are  not  represented,  to  take  care  of  our  increased 
pro'duotdon  of  Bicycle  Chains  for  the  coming  season. 
Line  includes  Standard,  Detachable,  Roller  and  Auto- 
mobile; all  styles  and  finishes.  Quality  and  prices 
satisfactory.  In  answering,  state  quantity  placed  dur- 
ing season  of  '98  and  '99.  Reading  Screw  Co.,  Nomis- 
tow(n.  Pa. 

■p*OR  SALE — Our  process  of  making  composition 
-•-  cork  grips,  and  the  good  will  of  our  business; 
annual  sales  400,000  pairs.  The  L.  M.  Jones  Co., 
Station  A,  Winsted,  Conn. 

■\^  ANTED — A  man  of  mechanical  ability  and  push 
'  '  as  superintendent  of  manufacturing  department 
in  hardware  factory;  one  with  experience  in  bicycle 
work  preferred.  Address  "Hardware,"  care  The 
Wheel.  Box  444,  New  York  city. 

DARGAINS^OO  Juveniles,  all  sizes;  lot  "Job"  '99 
'-'  cycles;  Clipper  tires,  $2.20;  Hartford  seconds,  28x 
1%,  $2.75;  B.  &  W.,  $2.10;  Goodyear,  $2.10;  Juveniles, 
411.65  to  $2.25  pr.;  lot  rawhide  saddles,  45c.;  Calkar 
lamps,  95c.;  toe  clips,  3c.  pr. ;  racing  style  saddles, 
35c.;  lot  soiled  Lenox  saddles,  25c.  ea. ;  Al  spokes, 
$6,  $10;  write  for  prices  on  anything.  Jandorf,  17  Bar- 
clay St.,  New  York. 

\S7 ANTED — Jobs  in  cycles;   frames,   bars,   sundries, 

'•      tires;  large   or   small   lots;   cash   deal.     Jandorf, 

17  Barclay  St.,  New  York. 

"p^  OR  SALE — Elegant  bicycle  store,  shop,  tools, 
^  machinery,  etc.,  doing  good  business  in  one  of 
the  best  towns  on  Long  Island;  have  excellent  trade 
among  aristocracy  and  get  good  prices;  build  50 
special  wheels  per  season,  have  demand  for  more, 
at  prices  from  $50  to  $85;  no  debts;  everything  in 
first-class  shape;  this  is  a  rare  chance  for  energetic 
business  man.  Address  Chas.  W.  Wilcox,  P.  O.  Box 
444,   New  York. 

SOI-ID  TRAINS   TO   MORTUERIN   MICHIGAN. 

The  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  is 
now  running  solid  trains  of  palace  sleeping  cars, 
dining  cars  (serving  meals  a  la  carte)  and  first-class 
day  coaches,  through  from  Chicago  to  Calumet, 
Houghton,  Hancock  and  other  points  in  the  Copper 
Country  without  change  of  cars,  with  direct  connec- 
tion for  Marquette,  Negaunee,  Ishpeming,  etc.,  and 
passengers  from  the  East,  South  and  Southwest  will 
find  this  a  most  desirable  route. 

All  coupon  ticket  agents  sell  tickets  via  the  Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway. 

IMPROVED   DINING   CAR   SERVICE. 

Nickel  Plate  Train  No.  3,  leaving  BuflFalo  at  7.10 
a.  m.  daily,  has  a  dining  car  attached,  serving  break- 
fast immediately  after  departure  from  Buffalo.  Lun- 
cheon and  dinner  will  also  be  served  at  convenient 
hours.  The  meals  on  the  Nickel  Plate  dining  cars 
have  already  a  national  reputation  for  excellence, 
and  this  improved  service  will  no  doubt  be  appre- 
ciated by  the  patrons  of  the  popular  Nickel  Plate 
Road. _^ 

Look  at  Your  Teeth; 

they  need  cleaning.  Tartar  Tablets  will  quickly 
remove  all  discolorations.  No  acids  or  chemi- 
cals. Harmless  and  Pleasant.  Use  ordinary 
brush.  By  mail,  25c.  Tartar  Tablet  Co.,  489  5th 
Ave.,  N.   Y.   City. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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PARCELS  POST  TO  GERMANY. 


Will  Allow  Bicycle  Manufacturers  to  Ship  Small  Lots 
of  fittings  at  Minimum  Cost. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Dec.  23. — The  conven- 
tion recently  signed  between  the  Govern- 
ments of  the  United  States  and  Germany, 
extending  to  both  countries  reciprocally  the 
advantages  of  a  public  parcels-post  service, 
will  be  of  vast  importance  and  benefit  to  the 
trade  and  exchange  of  mercantile  samples 
between  the  two  countries,  and  the  facilities 
thereby  offered  should  be  generally  under- 
stood. 

Hitherto  much  difficulty  and  many  com- 
plaints have  been  caused  by  a  certain  care- 
lessness on  the  part  of  many  American  ex- 
porters in  sending  packages  of  small^ value, 
without  any  definite  idea  of  what  the  cost  of 
transmission  might  be  and  a  consequent  neg- 
lect to  provide  for  them.  A  practical  exam- 
ple from  recent  experience  Vifill  illustrate 
this  point: 

An  importer  in  Hamburg  had  occasion  to 
order  from  a  firm  in  this  country  a  small 
package  of  fine  bicycle  fittings.  The  express 
charges  on  the  package  to  Hamburg  had  been 


prepaid.  The  Hamburg  agent,  through 
whom  the  goods  were  delivered,  presented  a 
bill  for  miscellaneous  charges  amounting  to 
$1.72.  The  profit  on  the  sale  of  the  fittings 
by  the  importer  was  so  small  that  the 
transaction  was  spoiled  for  him  by  the  addi- 
tional charges  for  transmission. 

Henceforth  it  will  be  possible  for  shippers 
in  both  countries  to  send,  prepaid,  postal 
packages  not  exceeding  1(H  pounds  in  weight 
with  absolute  certainty  that  they  will  be  de- 
livered   without   any    other    charge. 


The  Banner  Automatic 
Adjusting  Bicycle  Pump. 

This  pump  uses  no  swivel  or  hose 
to  connect  to  tire  valve.  Simply  place 
the  metal  spout,  which  extends  from 
the  base,  over  the  tire  valve,  with 
foot  in  siirrup,  and  pump.  No  swivel 
toleakair.  ^o  hose  to  burst  open. 
It  will  outwear  ten  of  the  best  hose 
pumps,  as  there  is  nothing  to  wear 
out.  Fits  all  tires.  Sold  by  all  job- 
bers.   Write  for  catalogue. 

D.  B.  SMITH  &  CO., 
Utica.  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A. 
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PERFECT 


99 


25C. 


OILER. 


Used  by  leading  makers  of  high-grade  bicycles.     The  only  oiler  that    regulates    supply  of  oil.     CANNOT 
LEAK.    We  make  cheaper  oilers  also,  of  unequaled  quality. 

CUSHMAN  &  DENISON.  Mfrs..  240-2  W.  23d  St..  N.  Y. 


THE   1900 

IMODELS 
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BICYC  LE  •  HEAD-LIGHT 
■&;  DRIVING -LAMP. 


The  Leading 


Lamp  in  the  "World. 


The  highest  type  of  Perfected 


OIL    GAS 


Lamp. 


SPECIAL  BRACKETS  AND  ATTACHMENTS. 


For  illustrations  and  details,  see  several  previous  issues  of  this  paper,  or  send  for 

1 900  20th  Century  Catido^ue.  jOth  CENTURY  MFG.  CO.,  17  Warren  St.,  N.  Y. 


ELECTROTYPES  FREE  TO  TRADE. 


If  You  are 

HANDLE-BARS. 
SEAT-POSTS. 

SPROCKETS. 

Complete   Frames. 


1  in.  or  J^  in.  Pitch  Sprockets. 
STAMPINGS   FOR  BICYCLES  AND  AUTOMOBILES. 

SPEIRS    MANUFACTURING 


READY    TO    TALK  MATERIAL 

WE    HAVE    SOME    FASCINATING    FIGURES    ON 

STYLES  OF  HUBS.  I  M  STYLES  OF 

Hubs  with  Coaster-Brake,  I    Mm  nFWAt  « 

Cone  Adjusting,  ■  ^"  i^c^ufxi^zi. 

Disc  Adjusting. 

Disc  Adjusting  K.O.  Axles. 
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THE    KIND    THAT 
SATISFV. 
The  SMALL  TRADE  and  the  LARGE  TRADE  are  both  solicited 

CO..  -  WORCESTER.    MASS. 


We  can  Interest  You. 

CRANK-HANGERS. 

CUPS.    CONES. 

WRENCHES, 

and  Other  SUNDRIES. 


.♦«:..;..;..;..;«;..;..;..;..;..;..;„;..;..;..;..j..j..X..X..:..:..X..X.;..;..;..;..:..;.^^^^ 

►:♦  . 

I     If  you  want   the   best,    get   in  with  the  ; 

rest;  '. 

The  Kokomo  Defender  Special  so  recog-  ; 

nized  in  the  past,  has  stood  the  test.  ; 

Its  high  standard  in  1900  will  be  retained.  ' 

Let  us  have  a  share  of  your  orders  and  ; 

remain. 


y 


KOKOMO  RUBBER  CO., 

Kokomo,  Indiana,  U.  S.  A.  ! 

GEO.  W.  NOCK,  Phlla.,  Pa..  Eastern  Representative.      • 

Kindly    mention    The   Wheel.  . 

.:..:..x..:..;..;..x..:.<.<..^.x..:..:..:..:..:..:..:..:..x..x«<«K"HK«<^^:~x«»K^^^^^ 
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We   are   the   originators   of   the 

Pressed  Steel  Head  Sets* 


Have  always  made  and  make  to-day  the  finest 
and  most  accurate  sets  on  the  market.  Those  who 
use  our  sets  one  season  always  use  them  ;  try  them 
and  you  will  use  no  others. 

Send  for  catalogue. 

******* 

I  The  H,  A.  Matthews  Mfg.  Co., 

I  SEYMOUR,  CONN. 

T  Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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THAT  5HAKE=UP. 


HERE,  there  and  thereabouts  there  is  a  lot  of  talk  going 
on  about  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  Some  of  it  is  true 
— every  new,  big  organization  has  its  early  difficulties.  Much 
of  it  is  not  true.  Some  of  it  emanates  from  concerns  who  are 
not  members  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.,  of  course.  Much 
of  it  emanates  from  men  who  have  axes  to  grind,  while  a  whole 
lot  of  it  springs  from  the  mouths  of  men  who  have  grievances. 
The  latest  rumor  was  a  whispering  gallery  report  that  this 
week  there  would  be  a  lot  of  shaking-up  in  the  American  Bi- 
cycle Co.  This  item  was  telegraphed  all  over  the  country. 
Those  papers  which  are  not  carrying  business  from  the  Amer- 
ican Bicycle  Co.  are  gloating  over  it  and  are  making  much 
of  it.  One  of  them  devoted  a  front  page  to  it.  There  are 
plenty  of  ha  has!  and  I-told-you-sos  over  this  business. 

When  this  news  was  spread  broadcast  last  week,  The 
Wheel  felt  that  it  had  been  rather  left.  The  Wheel  build- 
ing- is  within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  Park  Row  building,  where 
the  American  Bicycle  Co.  has  its  home,  and  if  there  had  been 
or  were  to  be  any,  very  unusual  goings  on  in  the  Park  Row 
pile.  The  Wheel  felt  that  it  ought  to  have  been  thoroug-hly 
posted.  It  had  heard  rumors,  of  course,  but  none  war- 
ranting the  fearsome  prediction  for  this  week  which  ap- 
peared in  one  paper.  So  The  Wit  eel  sharpened  its  pencil 
and  went  over  to  the  American  Bicycle  Co.,  and  floated  around 
that  twenty-second  floor,  seeking  information. 

The  Wheel  had  heard  that  the  eutire  A.  B.  C.  was  about 
to  be  reorganized,  that  "certain"  officers  were  to  be  dropped, 
that  this,  that  and  the  other  clerk  was  to  he  beheaded,  that 
there  was  to  be  a  P.  D.  Armour  slaughter,  which  would  af- 
fect the  A.  B.  C.  root  and  branch.  The  Wheel  also  heard 
that  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  was  in  the  most  disastrous 
way  financially. 

The  net  result  of  a  circuit  of  floor  twenty-two  may  be  of 
interest  to  the  bicycle  trade,  and  it  is  woven  in  the  form  of  a 
connected  story,  based  on  statement,  and  liberally  sprinkled 
with  rumor,  intuition  and  what-not. 

The  predicted  shake-up,  the  handing  in  of  certain  resigna- 
tions was  to  occur  at  a  "special"  meeting  to  be  held  on  Tues- 
day. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday.  It  was  a  Regular  quar- 
terly meeting  of  the  directors  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  It 
was  quite  in  accordance  with  the  constitution  of  the  com- 
pany, which  compels  its  directors  to  meet  on  the  second  Tues- 
day of  every  third  month. 

Positive  statement  was  made  to  The  Wheel  on  Mon- 
day, by  the  heads  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.,  and  by 


all  who  had  any  authority  to  speak,  that  there  was  not 
the  slightest  foundation  for  any  rumor  of  a  change,  that 
there  was  no  thought  of  a  shake-up,  and  that  no  changes 
were  contemplated,  from  the  office  boy  up  or  from  the 
president  down,  as  you  like. 

At  Tuesday's  meeting  the  reports  of  the  various  depart- 
ments were  presented  by  their  heads,  for  instance, by  the  sales 
department,  both  foreign  and  domestic;  the  factory  depart- 
ment, etc.,  etc. 

Already  some  inkling  of  these  reports  has  gotten  abroad. 
The  trade  should  be  very  pleased  to  know  that  the  reports 

of  INITIAL  orders  UP  TO  THE  FIRST  OF  JANUARY,  1900,  AS 
COMPARED  WITH  THOSE  UP  TO  JANUARY  1,  1899,  SHOW.  AN  IN- 
CREASE RUNNING  FROM  25  PER   CENT  TO  216   PER  CENT. 

The  trade  will  be  also  pleased  to  know  that  the  American 
Bicycle  Co.  is  guaranteeing  prices  for  next  year,  during  the 
life  of  its  contract  with  every  agent. 

The  trade  should  also  be  pleased  to  know  that  the  Ameri- 
can Bicycle  Co.  is  getting  bigger  prices  for  its  wheels  this 
year,  from  both  agents  and  jobbers,  than  have  been  obtained 
for  the  past  three  or  four  seasons. 

The  American  Bicycle  Co.  does  not  claim  to  be  philan- 
thropic. It  is  in  existence  for  dividend-paying  purposes 
only;  but  these  facts  stare  the  trade  in  the  face.  If  the  Amer- 
ican Bicycle  Co.  gets  this  result,'  other  concerns  cannot  fail 
to  do  the  same.  It  simply  shows  that  the  bicycle  business 
this  year  has  a  backbone  and  body  and  blood;  that  it  is  a 
good,  sound,  solid  business,  and  that  a  new  record  will  be 
made  in  the  bicycle  trade  this  year. 

Here  also  is  a  very  important  item.  The  American  Bicycle 
Co.  has  removed  from  competition  in  the  market  certain  very 
good  wheels  which  were  sold  at  too  small  a  margin  of  profit. 
The  aggregate  of  these  wheels  numbered  a  couple  of  hundred 
thousand,  and  they  leave  the  market  free  for  better-priced 
wheels. 

This  is  practically  the  first  three  months  of  the  American 
Bicycle  Co.  business,  and  these  reports  cannot  fail  to  be  of 
great  interest  to  its  management. 


So  far  as  this  observer  could  see,  the  people  of  the  American 
Bicycle  Co.  seem  to  be  distinctly  minding  their  own  business. 
In  the  various  offices  the  clerks,  stenographers  and  heads  of 
departments  were  all  bent  over  desk  work.  People  were  mov- 
ing hither  and  thither;  agents  were  going  and  coming;  job- 
bers, too.  The  place  seemed  to  be  intensely  active;  it  seemed 
to  be  just  as  it  should  be;  just  as  the  offices  of  a  big  corpora- 
tion must  be  if  it  intends  to  pay  dividends.  There  was  nothing 
but  a  business  atmosphere  on  floor  twenty-two.  Most  of  the 
men  talked  very  little;  they  were  too  busy;  they  had  cognate 
facts  to  wrestle  with;  they  had  piles  of  correspondence  to  an- 
swer; they  must  keep  in  touch  with  hundreds  of  agents  who 
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are  traveling  for  the  company;  must  keep  in  touch  with  the 
factories,  and  with  the  various  branch-selHng  departments. 
Something  has  been  Hghtly  whispered,  in  the  most  secretive 
fashion,  about  the  finances  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  It 
is  pointed  out  that  their  stock  is  selling  at  15.  People  who 
know  anything  about  Wall  Street  know  that  the  American 
Bicycle  Co.  stock  was  launched  at  a  most  unpropitious  pe- 
riod. Just  as  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  stock  came  on  the 
market  Wall  Street  shrunk  to  the  amount  of  billions  of  dollars. 
At  the  time  that  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  stock  first  peeped 
forth,  the  interest  in  trusts  was  on  the  wane.  Banks  had  re- 
fused to  loan  any  more  money  on  trust  stocks.  It  had  be- 
come very  clear  to  the  banks  that  they  had  loaned  too  much 
money  to  these  commercial  aggregations,  and  that  a  period 
of  readjustment  was  at  hand.  It  is  certain  that  the  country 
was  filled  with  financial  bills  emanating  from  Wall  Street, 
meaning  millions  of  net  loss  throughout  the  entire  United 
States.  The  banks,  which  have  to  make  money  as  well  as 
other  concerns,  had  overshot  their  mark  in  the  direction  of 
loans,  and  they  were  compelled,  to  save  the  country,  to  shut 
oflf  loaning  any  more  money  on  the  collateral  of  these 
baby  corporations. 

In  the  old  days  it  was  Cjuite  a  favorite  theme  to  whisper,  over 
a  cocktail,  that  Colonel  Pope  was  on  his  last  legs.  Those  who 
have  seen  the  Colonel  recently  know  that  his  legs  were  never 
firmer  than  they  are  to-day;  that  his  interests  were  never 
greater,  that  he  himself  was  never  more  active,  that  he  never 
looked  more  triumphant  and  more  fighty  and  more  capable 
than  he  does  at  the  present  hour. 

Now  that  Pope,  who  was  indeed  a  very  big  figure;  in  fact, 
a  masterful  figure,  even  among  the  great  many  mill-masters 
of  New  England,  has  ceased  to  be  the  main  factor,  the  Ameri- 
can Bicycle  Co.,  which  is  now  the  biggest  frog  in  the  puddle, 
is  the  present  target  for  these  financial  rumors. 

It  may  be  true  that  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  does  not 
need  the  sub-cellar  of  a  Safe  Deposit  Co.  in  which  to  store  its 
surplus  gold.  Anybody  who  knows  anything  about  finance 
must  know  that  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  can  borrow  all  the 
money  it  may  need.  Anybody  who  knows  anything  about  the 
construction  of  a  corporation  such  as  the  American  Bicycle 
Co.,  with  its  bonds  and  its  preferred  stock  and  its  common 
stock,  must  know  that  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  could  raise 
at  least  five  million  dollars  on  its  real  estate  holdings.  If  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.  hadn't  a  dollar  to-morrow  it  could  bor- 
row all  the  money  it  might  need. 

The  weak  point  is  that  these  commentators  go  of?  half- 
cocked.  They  haven't  got  the  slightest  idea  of  how  concerns 
are  financed,  nor  of  the  borrowingpossibilities  of  honest  stock 
companies. 

Another  batch  of  gossip  concerns  itself  with  hitches,  snags, 
delays,  and  this,  that  and  the  other  thing  about  the  American 
Bicycle  Co.  We  do  not  believe  that  there  is  a  firm  now 
making  bicycles,  or  any  part  of  a  bicycle,  in  this  country, 
which,  in  its  earliest  days,  had  not  to  walk  from  immature  in- 
cipiency  up  to  later  perfection.  A  concern  is  like  a  human 
being;  it  is  not  launched  with  all  its  activities  perfect.  It  mu.st 
grow.  It  must  learn  to  crawl,  then  to  walk,  then  to  run. 
Like  the  human  being,  it  may  finally  achieve  equipoise  and 
perfect  action,  but  this  can  only  come  through  exercise, 
through  operation,  through  experience  and  through  suffering. 

The  A.  B.  C.  is  going  about  its  business  just  like  any  other 
business.  The  great  schemes  organized  by  Flint,  Whitney, 
Keene,  Gould  or  any  of  the  so-called  industrial  magnates,  were 


not  the  growth  of  a  night.  They  were  not  organized  at  the 
club  one  night  and  launched  in  full  stature  in  the  Street  the 
verv  next  morning.  They  were  born  amid  the  wailing  and 
gnashing  of  teeth. 

The  management  of  forty  factories,  which  tiie  American  Bi- 
cycle Co.  has  to  manage,  is  not  so  simple  as  building  an  elec- 
tion booth.  It  is  a  very  complicated  matter.  Men  have  had 
the  life  crushed  out  of  them  trying  to  manage  schemes  of  sim- 
ilar proportions. 

The  main  facts  about  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  appear  to  be 
that  they  seem  to  be  strictly  attending  to  their  own  business; 
that  they  claim  to  have  a  patent  which  they  expect  in  tlie  or- 
dinarv  legal  way  to  prove  sound,  and  on  which  they  expect  to 
collect  a  royalty.  Regarding  this  patent,  they  have  not  as  yet 
stated  that  they  intend  to  build  a  fence  around  the  bicycle 
trade.  They  simply  have  a  property  which  they  think  should 
pay  them  sonie  revenue.  Any  other  reasonable  man  would 
think  the  same  thing.  Again,  so  far  as  they  have  gone,  they 
have  not  attempted  to  cut  prices,  nor  have  they  declared  any 
warfare  against  any  section  or  part  of  the  bicycle  trade.  They 
seem  to  realize  that  they  have  a  great  task  before  them,  and 
they  seem  to  be  bending  all  their  energies  to  a  reasonable  con- 
clusion of  that  task.  They  seem  to  realize  very  well  that  they 
have  no  vitality  to  waste  in  fruitless  mercantile  pugilism.  To 
the  eye,  at  least,  it  seems  a  fixed  policy  in  their  business  that 
they  are  to  strictly  mind  their  own  affairs;  that  they  are  to  do 
business  on  business  lines;  that  this  must  be  their  course  of 
action  if  thev  intend  to  achieve  anv  eood  result. 


Incidentally,  and  in  conclusion,  it  might  be  added  that 
the  antagonism  against  the  American  Bicycle  Co.,  and 
the  printing  of  these  little  picayune  rumors,  is  traceable 
to  certain  men  who  publish  bicycle  papers.  These  men 
have  not  gotten  the  business  of  the  American  Bicycle 
Co.,  because  its  advertising  department  decided  that 
they  were  not  worthy  of  American  Bicycle  Co  support. 

Up  to  last  week  all  of  them  carried  three  several  pages  of  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.  business.  When  they  could  name  their 
own  rates  to  the  individual  concerns,  they  took  all  the  Ameri- 
can Bicycle  Co.  business  they  could  get.  They  are  now  try- 
ing to  whip  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  into  line,  but  they 
won't  succeed.  They  retaliate  by  printing  rumors  about  the 
financial  end  of  the  concern,  about  shake-ups,  etc. 

This  sort  of  thing  ought  to  be  criminal  in  a  well  regu- 
lated country.  Men  who  are  doing  this  kind  of  work 
are  the  men  who  penetrate  into  the  private  offices  of 
certain  firms  in  the  trade,  and  try  to  get  business  in 
exchange  for  the  yarns  they  leave  behind  them. 

It  would  be  very  easy  to  fancy  the  chagrin,  disappointmeni 
and  in  fact  positive  anger  of  any  of  the  first-class  concerns  in 
the  bicycle  business,  if  these  damaging  rumors  were  printed 
about  themselves.  This  sort  of  talemongers  do  a  lot  of  harm 
to  the  trade,  and  it  is  surprising  that  men  who  are  otherwise 
sane,  respectable  and  honorable,  will  listen  to  their  damaging 
fables,  and  pass  them  on  for  further  extension.  Each  of  these 
men  ought  to  realize  that  if  a  man  will  bring  him  a  lot  of  stuff 
about  a  competitor,  he  is  not  trustworthy,  and  the  chances 
are  ten  to  one  that  when  he  goes  to  the  competitor's  office  he 
will  tell  similar  stories.  He  is  simply  a  deft  exchanger  of 
rumor.  His  policy  is  to  talk  badly  of  the  "other  fellow""  in 
exchange  for  an  advertising  contract. 
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A.  B.  C.  DIRECTORS  MEET, 

AND  ADJOURN  WELL  PLEASED  WITH  THE  COMPANY'S  PROS- 
PECTS —  TWO  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY  TRAVELERS  ARE  ON 
THE  ROAD,  AND  ARE  DOING  BIG  BUSINESS— SEVERAL  OUT- 
SIDE CONCERNS  WILL  BE  SUED  FOR  BOTTOM-BRACKET  IN- 
FRINGEMENT. 


The  regular  quarterly  meeting  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  was 
held  at  the  offices,  in  New  York,  on  Tuesday 
and  yesterday. 

The  directors  are:  Albert  G.  Spalding,  Al- 
bert A.  Pope,  R.  Lindsay  Coleman,  R.  Philip 
Gormully,  H.  A.  Lozier,  A.  Featherstone,  R. 
S.  Crawford,  E.  C.  Stearns,  William  Barbour, 
George  W.  Young,  Charles  L.  Ames,  J.  W. 
Kiser,  Gardiner  M.  Lane,  George  F.  Crane 
and  George  Pope. 

It  was  apparent  to  those  who  were  present 
that  there  was  general  satisfaction  through- 
out with  the  way  the  affairs  of  the  company 
are  being  conducted,  and  with  its  future  pros- 
pects. The  reports  of  the  several  officers  were 
presented  to  the  board  and  the  information 
given  was  very  satisfactory. 

The   report   of   Third   Vice-President   Mer- 
seles,  of  the  sales  department,  was  particularly 
interesting  from  many  points  of  view.     Not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  the  salesmen  from 
the  different  divisions  of  the  company  started 
out  on  the  road  this  year  from  six  to  eight 
weeks   later   than   is   u-sually  the   custom,   the 
advance  orders  from  dealers  who  have  already 
been  visited  are  far  in  excess  of  last  year,  and 
everything  indicates  that  there  will  be  a  re- 
vival  of   the    old-time    cycling   interest.      Re- 
ports  which   are   daily   received  by   the   com- 
pany from  its  250  travelers   who   are  on  the 
road  show  an  increase,  and  good  reasons  for 
it.     For  instance,  the  New  England  travelers 
report  that  it  can  be  traced  to  a  better  con- 
dition of  the   local   trade  and   manufacturing 
conditions,  while  the  reports   generally  from 
all  parts  of  the  country  show  general  pros- 
perity,  which  make  the   prospects   more   en- 
couraging.    In  so  far  as  the  actual  orders  are 
concerned,  this  applies  not  only  to  one  sales 
department,  but  to  all  of  them.     The  orders 
this  year  are  larger  and  the  percentage  of  in- 
creases in  first  orders  show  a  marked  sign  of 
confidence  on  the  part  of  dealers  in  the  com- 
pany's policy.     This  can  again  be  attributed 
to  the  fact  that  the  cycling  public  is  getting 
better  wheels  than  ever  before  for  the  same 
money,  for  the  simple  reason  that  there  is  a 
more    rigid    inspection   during   the    construc- 
tion of  the  wheels  now  than  formerly. 

The  sales  departments  that  are  now  mar- 
keting the  cheaper  grade  of  wheels  give  them 
as  close  an  inspection  as  the  high  grade  lines. 
It  is  an  inviolable  rule  of  the  A.  B.  C.  that  no 
wheel,  whether  high  or  low  priced,  must  be 
sold  that  is  not  perfect  and  able  to  withstand 
the  most  rigid  test.  The  idea  of  giving  to  the 
public  the  best  wheel  for  tlie  money  has  been 
instilled  thoroughly  into  all  the  departments. 
One  of  the  most  important  reports  was  that 
of  the  committee  on  patents.  The  cycle  trade 
has  been  to  a  certain  extent  interested  in  pat- 
ents owned  by  the  A.  B.  C,  which  number 
over  1,000,  the  most  important  one,  however, 
being  the  Smith-Owen  bottom-bracket.    Dur- 


ing the  past  six  weeks  no  less  than  ten  manu- 
facturers, who  are  not'  interested  in  the  A.  B. 
C,  have  signed  licenses  and  are  making  their 
wheels  under  such  licenses,  and  negotiations 
are  now  pending  with  many  others.  The  pat- 
ent lawyers  of  the  A.  B.  C,  who  thoroughly 
understand  the  Smith-Owen  bottom-bracket 
and  who  have  gone  through  all  stages  of  law 
with  it,  have  arranged  to  commence  suits 
against  many  prominent  makers  who  declined 
to  take  out  the  licenses.  Such  proceedings 
will  be  pushed  vigorously. 

As  originally  contemplated,  J.  W.  Spalding, 
who  was  a  member  of  the  organization  board, 
resigned,  and  First  Vice-President  George 
Pope  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Taken  altogether,  the  quarterly  meeting  of 
the  board  of  directors  was  very  harmonious, 
and  the  directors  expressed  themselves  as 
pleased  and  thoroughly  satisfied  at  the  pro- 
gress of  the  business  under  the  direction  of 
its  executive  officers. 


TO  SIE  THE  EAGLE. 


Notice  of  suit,  based  on  the  bottom-bracket 
patent,  has  been  served  by  the  American  Bi- 
cycle Co.  upon  the  Eagle  Bicycle  iVIfg.  Co., 
of  Torrington,  Conn.  The  Eagle  Company 
is  not  a  member  of  the  Cycle  Trades  Protect- 
ive Association. 

The  Eagle  Company  has  invited  this  action, 
having  published  its  opinion  that  in  several 
respects  the  bottom-bracket  claims  are  defect- 
ive, and  having  guaranteed  to  protect  its  cus- 
tomers against  suit.  The  Eagle  is  a  strong 
concern  financially,  and  on  that  score  will  un- 
doubtedly put  up  a  good  fiight. 

As  far  as  the  preparation  of  the  testimony  is 
concerned  the  A.  B.  C.  is  well  prepared,  being 
in  possession  of  papers  used  in  the  Owen  vs. 
Pope  suit,  which  was  taken  out  of  court 
when  the  A.  B.  C.  absorbed  both  interests. 

It  is  given  out  at  A.  B.  C.  headquarters  that 
ten  prominent  independent  concerns  and  a 
considerable  number  of  smaller  ones  have  ar- 
ranged to  recognize  the  demand  for  royalty 
on  the  bottom-bracket. 


Pope  Testing  Plant  Leased. 

Flartford,  Jan.  5. — Henry  Souther,  former- 
ly engineer  of  tests  at  the  Pope  Mfg.  Co., 
and  widely  known  as  an  expert  on  steel  and 
the  structural  qualities  of  material,  has  leased 
the  company's  testing  plant.  Mr.  Souther  will 
hereafter  conduct  tests  for  the  American  Bi- 
cycle Co.,  and  also  have  the  use  of  the  elab- 
orate apparatus  and  mechanical  laboratory  for 
his  private  business. 

X.  B.  C.  Securities. 

There  has  been  a  rise  in  A.  B.  C.  bonds 
during  the  past  week,  the  quotations  show- 
ing 92  as   against   90   on  the   last   day   noted 


last  week.  Preferred  stock,  on  the  contrary, 
has  fallen  to  45,  its  lowest  point,  and  common 
stock  is  at  15,  after  going  up  to  17  and  falling 
again.  During  the  week  it  was  reported 
$30,000  in  bonds  had  been  sold  at  92J. 

BONDS. 

Bid.  Asked. 

Tuesday,  Jan.   2 90  92 

Wednesday,  Jan.  3 92%  .       — 

Thursday,  Jan.  4 921/2  — 

Friday,  Jan.  5 92%  — 

Saturday,   Jan.    6 92%  dSVz 

Monday,    Jan.    8 921/2  931/2 

Tuesday,   Jan.    9......... 92  93% 

PREFERRED  STOCK. 

Bid.        Asked. 

Tuesday,   Jan.    2 50  53 

Wednesday,  Jan.  3 ; 50  60 

Thursday,  Jan.  i 50  60 

Friday,   Jan.    5 45  55 

Saturday,   Jan.   6 45  55 

Monday,  Jan.  8 45  55 

Tuesday,  Jan.  9 45  55 

COMMON   STOCK. 

Bid.        Asked. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  2 15  17 

Wednesday,  Jan.  3 17  20 

Thursday,  Jan.  4 17  20 

Friday,  Jan.  5 15  20 

Saturday,  Jan.   6 15  20 

Monday,  Jan.  8 15  20 

Tuesday,  Jan.  9. . .' 15  20 


Wants  to  Buy  a  Bicycle  Factory. 

Mr.  Frank  A.  Barnaby,  71  Broadway,  New 
York  City,  wants  to  buy  a  bicycle  factory. 
Not  merely  the  factory  but  the  real  estate  as 
well.  The  factory  is  desired  fully  equipped 
with  modern  machinery.  Preferably,  it 
should  be  located  in  or  adjacent  to  New  York' 
or  in  New  England.  j 


Succeeds  Hermann  Boker  &  Co. 

Hermann  Boker  &  Co.  have  dissolved  part- 
nership by  mutual  consent.  Thus  a  famous 
jobbing  firm  passes  away.  A.  H.  Funke,  well , 
known  through  his  long  connection  with  the 
concern,  will  conduct  the  gun  department, 
including  bicycle  sundries,  at  the  same  ad- 
dress, 103  Reade  street. 


The  Phelps  &  Dingle  Suit. 

In  the  $50,000  suit  of  Messrs.  Phelps  & 
Dingle  against  the  New  Brunswick  Rubber 
Co.,  for  services,  etc.,  the  jury  last  week 
awarded  plaintiff  $9,600.  Defendant,  how-^ 
ever,  has  appealed,  desiring  to  have  the  mat- 
ter placed  in  the  hands  of  a  referee. 


Sales  Managers  Will  Meet. 

On  January  18-19  a  meeting  of  the  mana- 
gers of  the  various  sales  departments  of  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.  will  be  held  at  New 
York  headquarters.  The  meeting  will  be  for 
mutual  acquaintance,  etc.,  and  several  short, ' 
interesting  papers  will  be  read. 


frank  fowler's  Bereavement. 

Mrs.  Hill,  mother-in-law  to  Frank  T.  Fowl- 
er, the  well  known  Chicago  manufacturer, 
died  last  Saturday.  Her  husband  died  some 
years  ago,  and  Mr.  Fowler  took  charge  of 
the  business. 


fanning  Traveling  for  A.  B.  C. 

Frank  Fanning,  formerly  of  the  Fanning 
Cycle  Co.,  is  traveling  for  the  jobbing  sales 
department  of  the  A.  B.  C. 

If  some  men  were  asked  to  tell  all  they 
didn't  know  about  a  wheel  they  would  not 
consider  it  necessary  to  say  anything. 
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No.  144. 


N<i.    146. 


No.   148. 


No.  156. 


No.  46. 


NOT    BY 

FAITH  ALONE 


Saddles  are  not  always  what  they  seem. 
A  fair  outside  may  conceal  a  rocky  interior. 
A  reputation  for  good  saddle  making  inspires 

faith. 
A  manufacturer  might  trade  on  a  former  good 

reputation  and  go  to  making  poor  saddles. 
Don't  take  saddles  on  faith  only. 
Put  your  knife  into  them   and   see   what's 

inside. 
Ours  among  the  rest. 
If  you  haven't  a  knife,  we'll  lend  you  ours. 
What  we  would  impress  upon  you  is, 

GET  AT  THE  INSIDE  FACTS. 
American  Saddle  Co.'s  saddles  are  what  they 

seem.  

We  are  paying  special  attention  to  Tool-Bags; 
we  have  ipiproved  our  whole  line  and  are 
having  an  enormous  demand  for  them. 

Haven't  you  had  our  Catalogues  yet? 
They  were  ready  three  months  ago. 
SEND  FOR  THEM. 


AMERICAN 
SADDLE 

COMPANY, 

ELYRIA, 

OHIO. 


No.  153  A. 


No.  158. 


No.  47. 


No.  77. 


Brown  D. 


Wheeler  Cork  Top. 

Kindly  mention  The  WhecL 
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THE  LINE  Of  CONCEIT. 


MANUFACTURERS  in  many  industries,  who  are  now 
flooded  with  business,  may  well  thank  the  bicycle  in- 
dustry for  the  good  things  they  enjoy.  The  bicycle  is  respon- 
sible for  the  widespread  use  of  ball-bearings.  They  were  prac- 
tically unknown  until  the  bicycle  demonstrated  their  practica- 
bility. 

The  working  of  sheet-metal  has  been  advanced  many  years 
— due  to  bicycle  development.  The  first  sheet-metal  stamp- 
ings, worked  cold,  were  bicycle  fittings.  Now  they  are  used 
in  hundreds  of  lines  of  manufacture. 

Cold-drawn  steel  tubing  was  never  brought  to  a  stage  of 
perfection  until  brought  out  for  use  in  bicycles.  Now  it  is 
found  in  hundreds  of  articles  of  manufacture  in  which  light 
weight,  strength  and  rigidity  are  required. 

Unquestionably  the  horseless  carriage  would  not  have  been 
brought  out  for  many  years  longer,  had  not  the  bicycle  been 
brought  out  and  Isicycle  mechanics  turned  their  experience, 
gained  in  the  cycle  business,  in  this  direction. 

The  general  use  of  pneumatic  tires,  and  the  greatly  increased 
use  of  solid  rubber  tires  originated  in  the  bicycle.  Other 
processes  owe  their  origin  to  the  efforts  of  bicycle  mechanics. 
Electric  welding,  for  instance,  has  been  developed  to  a  very 
large  extent  in  bicycle  material.  Brazing  by  immersion  was 
first  used  in  bicycle  factories.  Removing  brass  and  spelter 
by  electricity  was  the  invention  of  a  bicycle  man. 

x^nd  so  on. 


HOE  YOIR  OWN  GARDEN. 


WE  know  a  cycle-maker,  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  business, 
who  some  years  ago  made  a  wheel  of  such  marked 
individuality  that,  with  suitable  advertising  backing,  it  could 


have  been  made  famous  in  the  thickly  populated  section  in 
which  it  was  manufactured.  Our  friend  was  better  as  a 
builder,  however,  than  as  an  advertiser.  And  besides,  he  loved 
travel.  He  is  still  making  the  same  wheel,  with  others.  He 
is  still  neglecting  the  home  field.  He  is  still  making  long,  per- 
sonal journeys  out  into  the  world,  to  exhibit  his  goods  to  a 
man  and  flit  away  to  another  man,  and  so  on.  Each  agent 
sees  the  strikingly  individual  wheel  for  a  few  moments,  and 
very  possibly  forgets  it  for  a  whole  year. 

What  this  particular  manufacturer  has  failed  to  do,  others 
have  also  neglected.  We  are  all  too  prone  to  see  good  afar, 
and  to  belittle  the  merits  of  men,  things  and  opportunities 
right  under  our  noses.  "Familiarity  breeds  contempt."  Con- 
stant proximity  dulls  perception.  A  Buffalo  concern,  wisely 
observing  that  Greater  New  York  is  very  thickly  populated 
and  has  a  large  share  of  good  roads  and  bicycle  buyers,  culti- 
vated this  field  magnificently  and  in  a  reasonable  time  secured 
the  lion's  share  of  standard  business  here.  We  do  not  hear, 
however,  that  the  same  concern  has  set  its  own  town  afire. 
Perhaps  we  are  mistaken;  but  where  there  is  fire  there  is  usual- 
ly some  smoke. 

There  may  be  a  grain  of  useful  suggestion  in  this  for  man- 
ufacturers who  have  been  a  bit  too  far-sighted.  There  are 
many  obvious  advantages  in  cultivating  the  nearby  market. 
Time  and  money  are  saved  in  various  ways  by  selling  near 
home,  and  not  the  least  important  factor  is  the  favorable  pre- 
disposition of  the  home  buyer,  provided  he  is  given  proper 
attention  "before"  as  well  as  "after." 


A  MATTER  OE  DITY. 


IT  is  barely  possible  that  the  cycle  trade,  which  in  its  relation 
to  the  League  of  American  Wheelmen  is  naturally  and 
logically  selfish,  does  not  care  a  tittle  whether  the  League  con- 
tinues the  control  of  racing  or  not,  and  does  not  quite  favor 
extended  or  continued  discussion  of  racing  control  in  the 
columns  of  the  trade  press.  But  we  have  our  own  opinion, 
whether  it  is  shared  or  not,  that  the  proper  control  of  cycle 
racing  will  for  an  indefinite  period  be  of  importance  to  the 
trade. 

In  the  present  stage  of  this  matter  we  plainly  see  two  char- 
acteristics. One  is  sordid  ambition  on  the  part  of  the  N.  C. 
A.  inner  circle,  who  want  the  League  to  give  the  control  of 
amateurism  and  the  several  thousand  dollars  of  annual  fees 
that  go  with  it.  The  other  noticeable  feature  is  a  short-sighted 
disinclination  on  the  part  of  gentlemen  in  the  L.  A.  W.  to 
carry  a  load  or  face  a  difficulty. 

The  constitution  of  the  L.  A.  W.  says  that  the  purposes  of 
the  organization  are  thus  and  so.  That  constitution  was  drawn 
in  the  days  when  there  was  no  such  thing  as  racing.  Had 
the  time-honored  document  been  drafted  later,  probably  it 
would  have  covered  racing,  and  then  the  amiable  gentlemen 
who  now  want  the  Leagaie  to  drop  its  control  would  be  com- 
pelled to  find  some  other  excuse  to  back  their  arguments. 
However,  cycle  racing  came  along  and  somebody  had  to  adopt 
it.  Not  foreseeing  the  brain-racking  contingencies  of  to-day, 
the  men  who  ran  the  League  then  did  not  build  up  a  separate 
racing  organization  to  nourish  and  look  after  the  good  morals 
of  the  new  infant.  They  adopted  the  youngster  themselves, 
and  say  what  you  will  about  the  proper  sphere  of  the  L.  A. 
W.,  and  other  such  blatherdarts,  the  plain  fact  is  that  cycle 
racing  has  done  a  very  great  deal  for  the  League  of  American 
Wheelmen,  for  the  trade,  for  cycling  as  a  whole.  It  has  and 
will  continue  to  draw  into  the  League  membership  young  men 
whose  blood  is  hot  with  sport,  who  care  nothing  for  dry-as- 
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dust  good  roads  talk,  or  legislation,  or  other  old-mannish 
things.  Racing  has  unquestionably  enabled  the  L.  A.  W.  to 
secure  nuich  advertising  at  the  hands  of  sporting  editors  of 
daily  newspapers. 

It  would  have  been  well,  perhaps,  if  the  League  had  foreseen 
better;  if  it  had  in  its  membership  that  quality  of  push  that 
is  likened  to  statesmanship;  that  quality  that  would  easily 
have  pushed  good  roads  matters  to  the  front,  so  far  to  the 
front  that  racing  would  not  have  taken  the  place  of  premier 
importance  in  the  League's  matters.  That  this  was  not  done 
was  not  the  fault  of  racing. 

It  would  have  been  well,  no  doubt,  if  many  untoward  things 
which  have  happened  had  not  happened.  The  League  has  had 
a  boom,  a  false  boom,  as  far  as  it  was  effected  by  the  offering 
of  prizes  for  new  members,  some  time  back — and  the  boom 
has  gone  where  the  woodbine  twineth  and  the  shekels  rattle 
not. 

It  would  have  been  just  as  well  f5r  racing,  perhaps,  but 
probably  not  as  well  for  the  League,  if  in  the  earlier  days  a 
separate  organization  had  been  formed,  of  and  by  amateurs, 
to  take  charge. of  racing.  It  is  so  in  England.  The  National 
Cyclists'  Union  handles  racing,  and  the  Cyclists'  Touring 
Club,  ostensibly  an  international  affair,  takes  care  of  roadway 
signs,  fosters  touring  and  incidentally  has  an  official  organ 
in  which  members  do  not  hesitate  to  tell  the  truth  about  the 
cycling  goods  they  bu}',  and  which  in  every  other  feature  of 
official  organship  is  far  beyond  comparison  with  any  official 
organ  we  have  ever  had  in  this  country. 

We  do  not  believe  that  thoughtful  men  in  the  L.  A.  W. 
would  favor  the  repudiation  of  a  duty  any  more  than  that  they 
would  vote  to  repudiate  a  national  debt.  There  is  nothing  in 
the  world  to  prevent  the  formation  of  an  organization,  of  and 
by  League  members,  for  the  control  of  amateur  racing,  if  it  is 
found  to  be  impolitic  for  the  League  to  continue  that  control 
itself.  But  to  figuratively  throw  pearls  before  swine,  to  place 
cycling  amateurism  in  the  hands  of  a  coterie  of  men  whose 
interest  in  the  matter  is  entirely  mercenary — that  would  be  a 
pity.  It  would  in  a  short  time  unquestionably  injure  all  cy- 
cling interests  of  every  description. 

Control  of  professionals  by  amateurs  is  difficult;  always  has 
been.  The  pros,  are  "out  for  the  stuff"  and  rebel  at  any  rules 
which  hinder  them  from  occasional  short-cuts  to  a  desired 
financial  end.  But  control  of  amateurism  by  these  same  pro- 
fessionals— surely  that  is  an  extraordinary  proposition.  In 
his  recent  message  to  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  Governor  Roosevelt  urged  the  repeal  of  a  law  which 
favors  pugilism.  He  said:  "Boxing  is  a  fine  sport;  but  this 
affords  no  justification  of  prize-fighting,  any  more  than  the 
fact  that  a  cross-country  run  or  a  ride  on  a  wheel  is  healthy, 
justifies  such  a  demoralizing  exhibition  as  a  six-day  race." 
It  is  commonly  understood,  and  there  has  been  no  ef- 
fort at  denial,  that  A.  G.  Batchelder,  who  is  The  Whole 
Thing  of  the  N.  C.  A.,  was  financially  interested  in  the 
most  recent  six-day  exhibition  of  six-day  "sport."  Mr.  Batch- 
elder  is  personally  a  hard,  systematic  worker  and  a  fine  fellow. 
But  his  desire  to  acquire  control  of  amateurs  and  their  shekels 
is  that  of  a  professional  sporting  man;  not  that  of  a  sportsman. 

The  N.  C.  A.  Devil  was  sick — that  is,  he  needed  more 
money.  Therefore,  the  Devil  a  saint  would  be — he  would  like 
to  control  amateurs,  and  for  awhile  collect  fees  from  them. 
If  the  Devil  gets  well  by  that  process,  the  devil  a  .saint  he'll  be. 


insanity,  or  honesty  from  dishonesty.  One  of  his  favorite 
games  is  to  call  upon  a  jobber  or  a  big  buyer  with  whom  he 
is  friendly — friendly  enough  to  offer  him  a  cigar,  in  fact — 
and  get  him  to  write  prospective  advertisers  glowing  letters 
of  inquiry  as  to  product  and  price,  or  to  place  with  prospec- 
tive or  actual  advertisers  a  small  order,  with  a  promise  of  a 
big  order  later.  New  York  once  had  a  marvelous  bunco 
steerer  called  "Hungry  Joe."  His  rendezvous  was  the  Astor 
House.  He  was  rated  as  top-notch  man  in  his  profession.  An 
advertising  man  who  will  practice  the  scheme  outlined  above 
IS  no  more  or  less  than  a  half-brother  to  "Hungry  Joe,"  and 
we  are  sorry  to  see  sound  business  firms,  w'ho  have  advertising  to 
place,  swallowing  this  sort  of  a  gilded  pill,  season  after  season 
and  year  after  year.     The  Wheel  has  never  done  this. 

*  *    * 

PRACTICALLY  every  ounce  of  goods  shipped  by  rail  is 
first  transported  over  wagon  roads.  The  second  part 
of  the  product's  haul  has  been  scientifically  minimized.  Prac- 
tically nothing  has  been  done  for  the  first  and  most  important 
part.  This  and  other  pertinent  facts  appear  in  an  article  on 
another  page,  referring  to  the  bill  now  before  Congress  for 
the  appropriation  of  five  million  dollars  for  road  improvement. 
The  article  is  commended  to  your  careful  attention — especially 
if  you  are  a  member  or  officer  of  the  L.  A.  W.,  which,  in  its 
backing  of  this  bill,  has  an  opportunity  to  score  a  brilliant 
stroke  or  an  ignominious  failure. 

^        *        * 

IN  the  past  twenty-fbur  months  about  five  hundred  and  six- 
ty-five industrial  combinations  and  consolidations  have 
been  formed  in  the  United  States.  They  are  not  all  flourish- 
ing. Many  are  in  a  very  bad  way.  I>ut  it  is  so  in  the  be- 
ginning of  every  great  development.  Concentration  in  every- 
thing is  inevitable.  Concentration  "figiu^es  out"  nicely  on  pa- 
per. Theory  always  precedes  practicability.  Practicability 
may  not  come  until  there  have  been  many  more  failures.  But 
it  Avill  come — when  the  consolidations  are  based  on  accurate 
figures;  when  no  "water"    is    used;    when  real  economy  is 

used. 

*  *    * 

NEARLY  5,000  miles  of  railway  were  built  last  year,  being 
more  than  in  any  year  since  1890.  When  railway  con- 
struction is  conservative,  as  it  certainly  was  last  year,  it  is 
based  on  actual  local  prosperity  and  demand.  Those  5,000 
miles  of  rails  will  carry  considerably  more  than  5,000  bicycles 
this  year. 

*  *    * 

NO  more  short  cycling  spins  on  the  surface  of  the  Chicago 
River.  That  venerated  stream,  which  for  many  years 
has  been  solidified  and  which  not  long  ago  caught  fire,  is 
being  pushed  by  chunks  into  the  new  Illinois  drainage  canal 
and  will  soon  consist  entirely  of  water. 


M 


ONTHS  ago  The  Wheel  predicted  that  the  coming 
season  would  be  a  fine  one.     Orders  being  received 
by  cycle-makers  bear  out  the  prediction. 


*    *    * 


TO  a  perfectly  impartial  observer  it  seems  that  if  there  were 
no  independent  tire-makers  the  price  of  low-grade  tires 
would  go  up. 


YOUR  advertising  man  is  very  clever.     He  has  to  be.     Oc- 
casionally he  is  so  very  clever  that  he  skates  along'  a 
line  which  is  as  indistinct  as  that  which  separates  genius  from 


o 


UR  patrons  arc  invited  to  send  their  new  catalogues  to 
tliis  office  for  early  notice. 


1900. 
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A.  B.  C.  EXHIBITS. 


Sales   Departments   Working  Hard    on    Cycle  Show 

Display— Some  of  the  Souvenirs  that  Will 

Be  Distributed. 

With  the  opening  date  of  the  fifth  annual 
bicycle  show  in  Madison  Square  Garden  less 
than  a  fortnight  away,  the  manufacturers  of 
the  American  Bicycle  Co.  are  actively  en- 
gaged in  preparing  exhibits.  Each  sales  der 
partrhent  is  intimately  concerned  with  its  own 
display  alone.  They  have  separate  stands  and 
the  exhibits  will  be  as  individual  as  in 
other  years. 

Col.  George  Pope,  first  vice-president  of 
the  American  Bicycle  Co.,  says  the  show  this 
year  will  be  the  finest  ever  held.  Col.  Pope 
also  says  that  the  1900  models  by  the  differ- 
ent departments  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co. 
are  bound  to  receive  public  approval,  because 
they  all  show  increased  lightness  and  hand- 
somer finish. 

''''  How  great  a  part  the  electric  light  plays 
in  a  cycle  show  may  be  gathered  from  the 
fact  that  no  less  than  10,000  incandescent 
lamps  will  be  used  for  display  purposes. 
These  lights  when  all  alight  are  so  brilliant 
that  the  turning  out  of  the  numerous  lamps 
that  ordinarily  illuminate  the  Garden  would 
scarcely  be  noticed. 

Many  attractive,  and,  in  some  cases,  costly 
souvenirs  will  be  given  away  at  all  the  stands. 
These  will  include  everything  from  jewelry 
and  pocket  books  to  the  favorite  bicycle  but- 
ton. The  button  will  appear  this  year  in  new 
.designs,  in  some  cases  with  toilet  articles  at- 
tached. The  Tribune  department  will  give 
away  a  $60  Tribune  racer.  Every  person  en- 
tering the  Garden  will  be  handed  a  card  with 
a  carnation  attached,  Each  card  bears  a 
number.  The  wheel  will  be  drawn  for  on 
Saturday  night,  Jan.  27. 

Automobiles  will  also  be  exhibited  at  this 
show  in  numbers.  Among  this  class  will  be 
the  exhibit  of  the  Waverley  factory,  which 
took  first  prize  at  the  National  Export  Ex- 
position at  Philadelphia.  It  will  be  the  same 
exhibit  as  that  shown  at  Philadelphia. 


Decline  in   English   Export  Trade. 

London,  Jan.  2. — While  1896  will  long  be  re- 
membered as  the  "boom"  year,  1899  will  long 
stand  out  as  the  "slump"  year  so  far  as  con- 
cerns the  exports  of  cycles  'and  cycle  parts 
from  this  country.  For  the  eleven  months 
ending  with  November  last,  the  value  of  the 
shipments  only  amounted  to  £621,365  as  com- 
pared with  £881,466  in  the  similar  period  of 
last  year,  and  £1,342,172  in  the  first  eleven 
months  of  1897.  Thus,  with  a  greatly  in-' 
creased  capacity,  our  shipments  have  shrunk 
to  less  than  half  of  the'  total  recorded  two 
years  ago,  this  year's  total  being,  in  fact,  the 
lowest  that  has  ever  been  recorded  since  the 
Board  of  Trade  commenced  to  include  cycles 
in  its  monthly  returns.  Even  if  the  present 
month  proves  to  be  one  of  imusual  activity 
it  is  impossible  for  the  value  of  the  year's  ship- 
ments to  attain  the  million  sterling  which 
was  recorded  for  so  many  years. 


Shone-Hanna  Inventory  Filed. 

Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  6. — Receiver  Willis 
K.  Gillette,  of  the  Shone-Hanna  Bicycle  Mfg, 
Co.,  which  is  now  in  progress  of  voluntary 
dissolution,  has  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Coun- 


ty Clerk  the  inventory  of  the  assets  and  lia- 
bilities of  the  corporation.  The  figures  given 
by  the  receiver  are  as  follows:  Fixtures, 
$418.20;  bicycles  and  sundries,  $1,383.52;  ac- 
counts receivable,  believed  to  be  good, 
.$611.02;  accounts  receivable,  doubtful,  $705.73; 
accounts  receivable  of  C.  J.  Appel,  $958.36; 
claim  against  C.  J.  Appel  for  goods  sold  which 
are  not  accounted  for,  $817.16;  accounts  re- 
ceivable on  contracts  and  repair  work,  $1,- 
894.78;  accounts  payable,  $6,327.31;  accounts 
payable,  settled  by  note,  $6,590.50;  total  assets, 
$6,788.82;  liabilities,  $18,117.81;  deficiency,  $6,- 
328.99. 


Overman  Wants  Taxes  Reduced. 

Springfield,  Mass.,  Jan  6. — The  Overman 
Wheel  Company,  of  Chicopee,  by  H.  H.  Bow- 
man, trustee,  has  filed  a  petition  in  the  Super- 
ior Court  for  an  abatement  of  the  tax  levied 
on  the  company's  property  in  Chicopee  by  the 
assessors  of  that  city.  The  petition  states  that 
a  tax  of  $7,691  was  levied  and  paid  under  pro- 
test October  31,  1899.  The  company  filed  a 
list  of  its  property  with  the  assessors  accord- 
ing to  law,  but  notwithstanding  this  statement 
the  assessors  placed  a  valuation  of  $426,350  on 
the  property  and  refused  to  abate  any 
part  .  of  the  tax.  The  company  claims 
that  the  property  has  been  greatly  over-valued 
and  that  the  fair  cash  value  of  the  property  is 
$287,500.  A  similar  petition  was  filed  upon 
the  levying  of  the  tax  of  1898. 


Horace  Partridge  &  Co.  Fail. 

Boston,  Jan.  6. — Horace  Partridge  &  Co., 
m.anufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  athletic  goods 
and  bicycles,,  with  headquarters  at  84  and  86 
Franklin  street,  Boston,  made  an  assignment 
to-day  for  the  benefit  of  creditors.  The  firm 
is  controlled  by  Frank  P.  Partridge.  The  as- 
signment was  made  to  William  H.  Preble,  a 
Boston  attorney.  Mr.  Partridge  said  regard- 
ing the  failure:  "No  detailed  statement  of 
the  firm's  condition  is  expected  for  a  few 
days,  but  it  is  understood  that  the  liabilities 
will  reach  $100,000,  with  assets  nominally  the 
same.  The  direct  cause  of  the  failure  was 
the  financial  stringency  in  the  city,  which 
made  it  difficult  to  secure  loans  from  banks." 


Premier  Accounts  Sold  for  One  Dollar. 

Bridgeport,  Conn.,  Jan.  8. — Receiver  Enoch 
P.  Hincks,  of  the  defunct  Premier  Cycle  Co., 
sold  at  auction  the  book  accounts  of  the  con- 
cerii  for  $1.  Their  face  value  was  $12,000.  F. 
D.  Keeler  was  the  purchaser.  A  license  for 
the  use  of  certain  tubing  manufactured  by  an 
English  co'ncern  was  sold  for  $1  to  John  C 
Cassidy,  the  first  receiver  of  the  company. 


Price  of  Steel  Billets. 

Steel  billets  took  a  jump  in  price  at  Pitts- 
burg and  Philadelphia,  this  week,  but  re- 
mained stationary  at  Chicago.  The  Pittsburg 
price  was  $35,  as  compared  with  $33  the  pre- 
vious week,  and  $16.25  for  the  corresponding 
week  last  year.  Philadelphia  quotations  were 
$37.50,  as  compared  with  $18.55  during  the 
same  week  last  year. 


Dowe  Going  to  Cuba. 

J.  C.  Bowe,  Stearns  Sales  Department  (A. 
B.  C),  will  start  late  in  January  for  a  Stearns 
trip  through  Cuba,  and  will  also  cover  some 
of  the  southern  States  on  his  return  trip. 


CYCIE  snow   INSTRLCTIONS. 


Management   Announces    Regulations  for   Receiving 
Exhibits — Hours  of  Admission— Tickets 
Issued  to  Exhibitors. 

For  the  benefit  of  exhibitors  at  the  Cycle 
Show  it  might  be  stated  that  when  sending 
goods  to  the  show  they  must  be  marked  with 
the  name  of  the  consignor  and  the  number 
of  the  space,  addressed  to  the  Madison  Square 
Garden,  New  Yor!<  City,  and  will  be  received 
only  at  the  Fourth  avenue  and  Twenty-seventh 
street  entrances,  where  a  receiving  clerk  will 
take  charge  of  them  and  send  a  printed  no- 
tice of  the  arrival  of  goods  to  the  space  for 
which  they  are  marked.  Charges  of  all  kinds 
must  be  prepaid. 

The  show  will  be  open  from  10  a.  m.  until 
10.30  p.  m.  each  day,  from  Saturday,  January 
20,  to  the  following  Saturday,  exclusive  of 
Sunday.  Storage  for  goods  can  be  secured 
in  the  Exhibition  Hall.  There  will  be  all  the 
other  privileges  which  Manager  Frank  W. 
Sanger,  of  the  National  Cycle  Exhibition  Co., 
has  always  afforded  exhibitors  at  cycle  shows. 
This  will  be  the  fifth  affair  held  in  the  Madi- 
son Square  Garden,  and  seems  certain  to  be 
gi  eater  than  ever  before,  both  in  point  of  the 
number  of  exhibitors  and  attendance. 

With  each  rented  space  there  are  given  five 
coupon  books,  containing  four  admissions  for 
each  day  of  the  exhibition,  being  equal  to 
140  admissions  for  the  entire  period  of  the 
exhibition.  These  admissions  are  good  for 
exhibitors  and  gentlemen  only,  and  are  to  re- 
place the  exhibitors'  buttons  formerly  used. 
Special  tickets,  it  required,  will  be  issued  for 
ladies.  Any  regularly  qualified  bicycle  or  au- 
tomobile agent,  manufacturer,  exhibitor  or 
employe  of  exhibitor  will  be  admitted  to  the 
Garden  free  from  9  a.  m.  to  1  p.  m.,  by  giv- 
ing his  name  and  address  at  the  Bureau  of 
Information. 


American  Exhibitors  at  Paris. 

Among  the  American  exhibitors  who  will 
be  represented  at  the  Paris  Exposition,  ac- 
cording to  the  official  list,  are:  W.  H.  Fau- 
ber,  accessories;  Robt.  H.  Ingersoll  &  Bros., 
sundries;  Veeder  '  Mfg.  Co.,  cyclometers; 
Overman  Wheel  Co.  and  Mead  Cycle  Co., 
bicycles.  As  stated  last  week  the  American 
Bicycle  Co.  will  have  a  representative  ex- 
hibit of  bicycles  and  accessories,  and  A.  G. 
Spalding  &  Bros,  will  represent  the  Ameri- 
can sporting  goods  trade. 


No  Infringement  of  Bell  Patents. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Jan.  6. — A  suit  alleging  the 
infringement  of  a  patent  on  a  bicycle  bell 
came  up  in  the  United  States  Court  of  Ap- 
peals. The  plaintiff  was  C.  A.  Nutter  et  al. 
vs.  J.  G.  Brown  et  al.  The  Court  of  Appeals 
affirmed  the  decision  of  the  United  States 
Circuit  Court,  which  dismissed  the  plaintift''s 
bill. 


Suits  in  Reading. 

Reading,  Pa.,  Jan.  7.— Henry  C.  England, 
of  the  Reading  Hardware  Co.,  one  of  the 
largest  stockholders  of  the  Reading  Cycle  Co., 
has  brought  suit  against  the  Cycle  Company 
for  $7,500  on  three  notes,  and  Philip  S.  Zie- 
ber  has  brought  suit  against  the  Cycle  Com- 
pany for  $12,904,  representing  various  claims. 
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THE  OTTO  COASTER  BRAKE. 


An    Ingenious   Mechanism  Whicli    Pleases  Its  Manu- 
facturers and  Has  Many  Points  of 
Mechanical  Merit. 

What  the  manufacturers  claim  is  the  per- 
fect coaster  and  brake  is  made  and  marketed 
by  the  Stockton  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Newark,  N.  J. 
It  is  called  the  Otto,  and,  like  all  Stockton 
goods,  can  be  relied  upon  as  being  of  first 
class  material  and  make.  There  are  three 
important  features  that  enter  into  the  worth 
of  this  coaster  and  brake,  the  first  being  the 
undoubted  safety  feature,  as  many  lives  have 
been  lost  'through  defective  and  unsafe  brakes 
of  the  hand  type.  The  putting  on  of  the 
pressure  gradually  and  not  abruptly  is  a  star 
feature  of  the  Otto.  Another  feature,  which 
applies  to  all  coaster  brakes,  is  the  saving  of 
the  tire.  The  mechanical  expert  of  the 
Stockton  Mfg.  Co.,  in  speaking  to  a  Wheel 
man  on  Wednesday,  stated  that  where  roads 
are  muddy,  the  picking  up  of  pieces  of  glass 
and  the  driving  of  them  into  the  tire  by  the 
spoon  brake  has  ruined  more  tires  than  any- 
thing else.  The  life  of  the  tire  is  greatly  pro- 
longed by  the  use  of  the  new  idea  in  brakes. 

The  Stockton  Mfg.  Co.  calls  particular  at- 
tention to  the  special  feature  which  thei^- 
brake  alone  contains,  and  that  is  the  putting 
on  of  the  pressure  gradually,  and  the  import- 
ance of  that  is  well  understood  by  the  rider 
who  wishes  only  to  use  a  moderate  pressure 
at  the  commencement  of  grades,  and  the  ease 
with  which  the  Otto  is  regulated  the  Stockton 
Company  believes  will  bring  it  into  much  fa- 
vor. 

The  mechanism  of  the  article  is  very  simple, 
and  the  increased  weight  only  amounts  to  five 
ounces,  which  is  wonderful  considering  the 
amount  of  work  it  does.  Another  good  fea- 
ture is  the  fact  that  the  wheel  will  roll  back- 
ward and  not  lock,  as  is  the  case  with  some 
other  brakes,  and  in  passageways  and  other 
narrow  places  this  will  be  appreciated  by  many 
riders.  The  rear  hub  can  be  bored  for  any 
number  of  spoke  holes  required,  which  is 
again  a  noteworthy  improvement,  and  the 
company  can  furnish  nine  and  ten  tooth 
sprockets  for  ^  or  3-16  chain.  The  mechanism 
consists  of  sprocket  clutch  and  roller,  and 
there  is  no  friction  wihen  it  is  in  its  normal 
position.  It  is  automatic  in  its  operation,  and 
the  added  weight  to  the  wheel  is  comparative- 
ly nothing. 

No  extra  exertion  is  required  in  applying 
or  releasing  the  Otto  coaster  and  brake,  and 
the  interchangeable  idea  is  of  value,  as  it  can 
be  instantly  removed  from  the  ordinary 
sprocket.  It  consists  of  only  nine  parts,  ami 
a  child  can  handle  it  with  intelligence.  In 
case  there  is  danger  ahead,  the  rider  can  ex- 
ert sufficient  pressure,  if  he  is  of  ordinary 
strength,  to  bring  the  wheel  up  within  ten 
feet  of  an  obstruction.  It  will  be  illustrated 
and  described  fully  in  a  later  issue.  It  will 
iin(loiil)tc(l!y  be  seen  at  the  New  York  show. 


Racycle  Novelties. 

The  bicycle  trade  has  learned  to  expect 
clever  thijigs  from  the  Miami  Cycle  &  Mfg. 
Co.,  of  Middletown,  O.,  makers  of  the  Racy- 
cle. This  is  not  alone  true  of  constructional 
features  in  their  machines,  but  in  a  general 
sense  as  well,  and  particularly  does  it  apply 
to  its  advertising.     In  keeping  with  this  rep- 


utation is  some  of  the  company's  work  for 
the  new  year.  One  of  the  best  things  in  the 
advertising  line  that  has  appeared  in  the 
trade  for  some  time  is  a  miniature  Racycle 
crank-hanger  which  is  being  sent  to  all  of 
the  company's  agents  for  demonstrating.  It 
is  one-fifth  of  the  actual  size,  is  exactly  like 
the  larger  ones,  except  that  the  magazine 
oiler-tube  is  left  out  and  the  clutches  are  made 
double  instead  of  triple,  as  in  the  regular  ma- 
chine. In  the  miniature  the  cranks  are  solid 
drop-forgings,  machined  down,  and  the  little 
"sprocket  is  stamped  out  of  brass.  The  same 
company  is  also  distributing  a  neat  little 
memorandum  book  which  contains  the  his- 
tory of  the  Racycle.  The  catalogue  of  Racy- 
cles  will  be  issued  within  a  few  days. 


CHICAGO  TRADE  NEWS. 


Established  in  1816. 

Do  you  know  that  there  is  a  bicycle  firm 
that  was  established  in  181G?  But  it  didn't 
make  bicycles  then.  It  is  the  Remington 
Arms  Co.,  of  Ilion,  and  in  those  days  they 
thought  of  flintlocks  and  not  of  sprocket 
wheels.  By  the  by,  it  was  not  until  two 
years  after  the  Remington  Arms  Co.  was  es- 
tablished, when  Baron  von  Drais,  the  Ger- 
man, was  pushing  himself  about  his  gardens 
on  a  wooden  velocipede,  which  he  pushed 
along  the  ground  by  leg  motion  alone,  coast- 
ing down  the  hills,  of  course,  and  walking  or 
grasshoppering   up   them. 


Steel  Ball  Company  Settled  in  New  and  Larger  Quar- 
ters—Monarch Lines  to  Be  Handled  Through 
Columbia  Branches. 

Chicago,  111.,  Jan.  8.— The  Steel  Ball  Co. 
is  now  comfortably  settled  in  its  new  plant,  on 
Austin  avenue  near  Western  avenue.  Presi- 
dent Tilden  looks  as  serene  and  happy,  away 
out  in  the  country,  as  he  did  in  the  old  quar- 
ters, at  39  Randolph  street.  He  informed 
The  Wheel  man  that  this  was  because  the 
new  plant  has  double  the  capacity  of  the  old 
one,  and  he  now  hopes  to  be  able  to  catch  up 
on  his  back  orders.  Over  half  a  million  balls 
are  now  being  turned  out  daily,  and  Mr.  Til- 
den soon  hopes  to  increase  this  to  a  daily  out- 
put of  an  even  million. 

The  Monarch  Chicago  branches  will  be 
closed  and  the  Monarch  line  handled  through 
the  Columbia  branch,  on  Wabash  avenue,  al- 
though there  will  be  various  small  branches 
in  the  outskirts  of  the  city,  as  heretofore.  The 
Fope  Company's  travelers  will  handle  the 
Monarch  line  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  Sales 
Manager  Hutchinson  states  that  the  Monarch 
business  has  increased  exactly  50  pej  cent 
over  last  year. 


Standard  Tool  Catalogue. 

The  Standard  Tool  Co.,  of  Cleveland,  O., 
has  sent  to  its  trade  the  new  catalogue  show- 
ing their  twist  drills,  reamers,  chucks,  spring 
cotters,  taps,  flat  spring  and  riveted  keys, 
milling  cutters  and  special  tools.  It  is  of  in- 
terest to  bicycle  manufacturers. 


Gales-Duane-Leader. 

Advance  sheets  of  the  catalogue  of  Scho- 
verling,  Daly  &  Gales,  of  New  York  City, 
show  the  Gales,  Duane  and  Leader  models. 
Specifications  are  appended  and  the  firm 
states  it  is  now  prepared  to  close  contracts 
for  this  season,  and  is  better  prepared  than 
ever  before  to  supply  a  line  that  will  meet  all 
competition.  Deliveries  will  be  made  upon 
short  notice. 


Stock  of  Tires 

The  new  catalogue  of  the  Goodyear  Tire  & 
Rubber  Co.  is  out.  It  shows  the  Pathfinder, 
Goodyear  Detachable,  "1900,"  "3  Guaranteed 
3,"  Victor,  Tip-top,  Cactus  Proof  and  Juve- 
nile tires  and  a  large  assortment  of  rubber  ac- 
cessories. The  company  carries  a  large  stock 
of  all  these  tires,  and  is  always  prepared  to 
make  prompt  shipments.  That  this  is  a  fact 
may  be  readily  understood  by  a  reference  to 
the  illustration  herewith  of  the  store  room. 
It  shows  thousands  of  tires  that  are  constant- 


Always  on  Hand. 

ly  kept  on  hand  for  quick  delivery  orders  even 
of  the  largest  kind.  An  interesting  feature 
of  the  catalogue  is  the  description  of  the 
Goodyear  detachable  tire,  one  of  the  compa- 
ny's specialties.  This  tire  will  fit  any  standard 
sized  rim,  and  is  one  of  the  most  practicable 
double-tube  tires  on  the  market.  A  large 
sale  on  this  tire  is  expected  here  this  season. 
It  is  already  immensely  popular  in  European 
countries  and  has  many  admirable  features 
that  will  appeal  to  the  rider. 


1900. 
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"B  Crust  i$  an  Tmtnoral  £oittbination 

of  immoral  capital  for  the  purpose  of  securing  immoral  profits  from  a  moral  public." 

• — Robert  G.  Ingersoll. 


OUR  ONLY  TRAVELER! 

This  is  an  exact  photograph  of  one  of  our  special  trunks,  containing  a  pair  of  handsome  Manson  Models ! 
The  wheels  are  carefully  packed  and  strapped  in  the  trunk,  which  will  be  sent  to  your  door,  by  express,  charges 
paid  both  ways. 

ALL  YOU  NEED  DO  in  order  to  see  these  beauties  is  to  mail  us  a  postal  card,  upon  receipt  of  which  we 
will  ship  as  you  direct,  and  you  can  examine  them  to  your  entire  satisfaction.  When  through,  carefully  replace 
the  wheels  in  the  trunk  and  mail  us  the  key.  Please  do  us  the  kindness  to  notify  the  Express  Co.  promptly  in 
order  to  avoid  delays  to  our  travelers. 

The  Manson  Three  Crown  Bicycle  has  revolutionized  bicycle  construction !  We  made  and  sold  the  first 
three  crown  wheel.  The  trite  old  saying  that  "  Necessity  is  the  Mother  of  Invention  "  can  be  most  aptly  quoted 
in  this  connection.  We  felt  the  •'  necessity  "  of  an  improved  style  of  bicycle  construction;  that  greater  strength 
and  more  grace  were  necessary,  and  from  this  feeling  was  evolved  the  Three  Crown  Idea,  now  the  accepted 

standard  for  beauty  and  strength. 


Defective  parts  replaced  FREE  and  express 
charges  paid  both  ways  when  found  in 


If  you  would  have 
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A  HAPPY  NEW 
YEAR 


the 
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make 

will 

happiness 


of 


acquamtance 
insure   you   prosperity- 


the    Manson — this 
—and   that    means 


MANSON  CYCLE  CO.,      CHICAGO. 


IMANSON  CYCLE  CO., 


Manson  Square,  CHICAGO. 


Kindly  mention  The  WheeL 
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January   11, 


SOIBRETTES  AND  THE  A.  B.  C. 


The  Johnny  Charmers  Say  They  Are  Being  Crushed 

by  the  Company  and  "Mommers" 

Suffer. 

"The  strongest  sort  of  a  fight  is  to  be  waged 
against  the  American  Bicycle  Co.,  otherwise 
known  as  the  cycle  trust,"  says  the  New  York 
"Telegraph."  "From  all  accounts  the  big  syn- 
dicate has  its  work  cut  out  .for  it,  and  for  a 
time  at  least  the  tendency  of  prices  will  be 
downward,  not  upward.  'Name  your  own 
price  and  take  a  bike'  will  be  the  watchword 
during  the  coming  season. 

"It  appears  that  'the  action  of  the  trust  so 
far  has  not  endeared  it  to  anybody.  One  dear 
little  soubrette  who  has  been  in  the  habit  of 
winning  an  honest  dollar  now  and  then,  "just 
to  send  home  to  mamma,'  by  inducing  her 
acc|uaintances  to  purchase  a  particular  brand 
of  -wheel,  was  almost  in  tears  yesterday  as 
she  entered  a  Broadway  restaurant  to  get 
breakfast  at  4.30  in  the  afternoon. 

■'  "Why,  this  thing  is  just  awful,'  she  moaned 
as  she  put  some  powder  upon  her  nose,  cruel- 
ly reddened  by  the  cold.  'I  thought  I  was  go- 
ing to  be  able  to  send  home  a  real  nice  New 
Year's  present.  I  used  to  get  as  high  as  $15 
for  commissions  on  the  sales  I  made  of  bikes 
to  my  gentlemen  acquaintances.  Last  week 
I  induced  Iky  to  take  one,  and  what  do  you 
think  I  got  from  that  nasty  old  trust?  Why, 
a  check  for  only  $1.25!  What  can  a  poor  girl 
do  under  such  circimistances?' 

"It  seems  as  though  the  'Primai'y  Class,'  as 
the  A.  B.  C.  is  now  disrespectfully  designated, 
should  certainly  do  better  than  this  for  a 
young  woman  who  wants  to  send  a  New 
Year's  gift  to  her  dear  old  mother.  It  is  cer- 
taii.  she  will  never  again  induce  her  gentle- 
men friends  among  the  feather  importers, 
cloak  manufacturers  and  diamond  salesmen  to 
buy  its  wheels,  but  will  certainly  make  ar- 
rangements with  some  outside  concern  where 
she  can  make  something  like  a  reasonable 
profit." 

The  New  Departure  Catalogue. 

The  1900  catalogue  of  the  New  Departure 
Bell  Co.,  of  Bristol,  Conn.,  is  just  ofif  the 
press,  and  proves  to  be  the  neatest  ever  is- 
sued by  this  enterprising  concern.  It  is  be- 
ing printed  in  English,  French  and  German, 
and  all  the  work  is  done  in  the  company's 
own  advertising  department.  The  catalogue 
shows  the  full  line  of  New  Departure  and 
Bristol  bells.  New  Departure  automatic  coast- 
er hub,  sundries  and  lamps.  It  is  complete 
with  specifications,  instructions  and  telegraph 
code,  and  is  altogether  one  of  the  most  effect- 
ive Qatalogues  of  the  season.  John  H.  Gra- 
ham &  Co.,  New  York  City,  are  general  sell- 
ing agents  for  the  line. 


National  Catalogue  a  Good  One. 

The  1900  catalogue  of  the  National  Cycle 
Mfg.  Co.,  Bay  City,  Mich.,  like  its  predeces- 
sors, is  strongly  business-like,  neat,  compact 
.and  devoid  of  superfluities.  It  tells  its  story 
in  well-chosen,  straightforward  language, 
with  illustrations  and  specifications  that  give 
the  reader  a  definite  idea  of '  the  machines 
themselves.  As  for  the  constructional  policy 
of  the  company,  the  catalogue  says:  "The  1900 
models  will  be  made  of  the  same  materials, 
by  the  same  high-grade  labor  and  under  the 


same  supervision  as  their  predecessors.  The 
desire  to  produce  the  best  bicycle  actuates  us 
to-day  more,  perhaps,  than  ever  before.  With 
the  same  equipment,  materials,  labor  and  me- 
chanical skill  in  our  factory,  with  the  same 
freedorri  to  buy  where  and  what  is  needed  to 
produce  the-  desired  result,  and  without  any 
commercial  entanglements  compelling  us  to 
use  any  certain  materials  or  equipments,  re- 
gardless of  their  appropriateness  or  value,  we 
know  that  we  will  succeed  in  keeping  the  Na- 
tional up  to  its  reputation." 


Eagles  in  the  West. 

Elmer  E.  Smith,  who  has  been  in  the  far 
west  for  the  Eagle  Bicycle  Mfg.  Co.,  was  in 
New  York  and  Torrington  over  the  holidays, 
coming  back  to  New  York  for  sociability  and 
to  Torrington  for  conference.  A  Wheel 
•man,  who  ran  across  Mr.  Smith,  learns  from 
him  that  he  has  been  more  than  successful  in 
talking  Eagle  in  the  West  and  Far  West.  The 
measure  of  his  success  could  only  be  judged 
from  the  Smith  smile,  which  was  luminous 
and  told  more  than   twenty  puff  '  paragraphs. 


New  Lozier  Models. 

The  prices  on  the  wheels  built  by  the  H.  A.  under  a 
Lozier  &  Co.'s  sales  department  of  the  A. 
B.  C.  have  been  reduced  somewhat,  but  the 
high-grade  standard  for  which  the  company 
is  famous  has  been  retained.  The  outline 
cuts  herewith  show  the  general  appearance 
o!  the  eight  styles  of  Clevelands.  Models  83 
and  84  are  the  lowest-priced  Clevelands  pro- 
duced, listing  at  $40. 

They  are  made  with  slightly  smaller  tubing 
than  formerly,  and  this  is  also  true  of  the 
other  machines  of  the  line.  Model  90  is  the 
standard  road  machine  for  men,  and  its  com- 
panion is  model  91,  the  ladies'  road  wheel. 
Th{:  light  road  wheels  which  were  introduced 
last  year  met  with  great  success,  and,  though 
several  pounds  lighter  than  the  average  ma- 
chine, stood  up  under  all  kinds  of  riders. 
Several  improvements  in  details  are  shown  in 
these  machines  this  year,  and  the  price  has 
been  reduced  to  $50.  The  early  sales  in  these 
models  are  far  in  excess  of  last  year.  The 
light  machines  are  known  as  models  92  and 
93.  Both  are  fitted  with  light  tires,  small 
sprockets  and  the  Lozier  enclosed  gear-case 
v/hen  desired.  Model  94  is  designed  for  rac- 
ing purposes,  but  when  fitted  with  light  road 
tires   is   thoroughly   practical    for   road   work. 


^ 


71  r- 


careful     and     conscientious     rider. 

The  Cleveland  race^  is  the  mount  of  many 
famous  riders  in  this  country  and  abroad,  and 
with  the  price  reduced  to  $50  it  promises  to 
cut  a  wider  swath  on  track  and  road  than 
ever  before.  In  answer  to  a  demand  for  a 
chainless  wheel  the  Cleveland  people  have  an- 
nounced a  bevel-geared  machine,  or  rather 
two  of  them — model  95  for  men,  and  96  for 
ladies.  The  bevel-gear  parts  and  fittings  are 
furnished  by  the  Pope  branch,  but  the  bal- 
ance of  the  construction  is  Cleveland  through- 
out. 

The  apparent  demand  for  a  free  wheel  de- 
vice has  been  met  by  the  introduction  of  a 
coasting  sprocket  and  the  Duck  roller-brake, 
the  experts  of  the  company  being  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  two  features,  a  free  wheel  device 
and  a  brake,  cannot  be  successfully  combined. 
The  free  wheel  device  is  simple  in  action  and 
there  is  no  danger  of  making  an  error  at  a 
critical  time.  The  Duck  brake  operates  on 
the  front  wheel,  and  while  it  is  very  powerful, 
does  not  injure  the  tire  in  the  least.  The  two 
devices  are  fitted  to  any  of  the  line  at  an  ad- 
ditional expensfe  of  $5.  Wheeler  or  Brown 
saddles  are  furnished  on  any  of  the  machines, 
and  a  large'  varietv  of  handle-bars  are  offered. 
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Before  Ordering  Your  New  Tires  for    1  ^)OC)    ^^^  What  They  Say  About  the 


Pnettinatic 


Resilient 


Single  Tabe 


Easy  Riding 


Print  Registered  iSqq.    Milwaukee  Patent  Puncture-Proof  Tire  Co. 

PRESENTING    NEW    TESTIMONIALS    EACH    WEEK. 


FRED'K  WM.  HARTWICK,  241    Dayton  St. 

Chicago,  111.,  June  3,  1899. 
Milwaukee  Patent  Puncture-Proof  Tire  Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Gentlemen:  I  desire  to  testify  to  my  appreciation  of  the  Milwaukee  Patent  Punc- 
ture-Proof Tires.  I  have  used  them  during  the  past  twelve  months,  and  they  have  given 
me  the  best  of  satisfaction,  not  having  had  a  single  puncture.  As  a  letter  carrier  I  have 
no  choice  of  streets,  and  as  some  of  the  streets  are  in  terrible  condition  this  service  is 
very  hard  on  tires. 

To  any  bicycle  rider  I  can  gladly  recommend  these  tires  as  being  all  that  is  claimed 
for  them.  Very  truly, 

(Signed),  FRED'K  WM.  HARTWICK, 

Mail  Carrier  of  Station  "A"  and  Quartermaster  of  Wm.  S.  Hancock 

Post  560,  G.  A.  R.,  Department  of  Illinois. 

Representatives  Wanted.    Write 


CLUB  "ORIGINAL"   DE  MONTEREY. 

Monterey,  Mexico,  August  18,  1899. 

Milwaukee  Patent  Puncture-Proof  Tire  Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Gentlemen:  We  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  we  have  been  handling  your  tire  for 
the  past  eight  months,  and  can  truthfully  say  that  it  is  the  only  tire  that  has  given  com- 
plete and  entire  satisfaction  in  this  country  where  the  mesquite  and  cactus  thorns  abound. 
We  have  yet  to  see  one  of  your  tires  punctured. 

Hoping  to  send  you  a  good  order  by  September  first. 

Yours  very  truly, 
(Signed),  CLUB  "ORIGINAL"  DE  MONTEREY, 

Geo.  Pearson,  Jr.,  Gen'l  Mgr. 

for  Prices  and  Other  Information. 


MILWAUKEE  PATENT  PUNCTURE-PROOF  TIRE  CO.,  MILWAUKEE,  WIS.,  U.  S.  A. 


I  PROGRESS 


IS  OUR 
WATCHWORD 
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Pathfinder  Bicycles  will  be  on  ex- 
hibition in  spaces  338  and  339,  New 
York  Cycle  Show,  and  in  charge 
of  our  Eastern  representatives, 
Messrs.  Griffith  &  Colwell,  of 
No.  330  Broadway,  New  York. 


rkMR     r'PMX    SECURES  OUR  1900  CATALOGUE,  JUST  OUT.     ALSO  PRINTED 
Wl^C*    l^L^l^  I      CONTRACT  FOR  YOUR  CONSIDERATION.    SEND  FOR  THEM. 

The  National  American  Cycle  Co.,  akron,  ohio.  u.  s.  a. 


To    accommodate     our 
hundreds  of  customers  we 

have   decided   to   build   a  S 

very  substantial  wheel  and  ^ 

list  it  for  only  ^ 

$25.00  I 

• 

This   wheel  added  • 

to  our  $30.00,  $40.00  • 

and  $50.00  models  • 

PATHFINDER  I 

BICYCLES  : 

makes  it  without  doubt  the  most  complete  and  profitable  line  for  any  responsible  dealer  to  obtain  exclusive  agency 
One-year  Guarantee  with  every  machine. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  9 
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Labor  and  Trusts. 

The  American  Federation  of  Labor  met  in 
convention  in  Detroit  last  week  and  made 
some  important  declarations  relative  to  a  va- 
riety of  public  questions,  says  "Iron  Age." 
Among  the  resolutions  adopted  was  the  fol- 
lowing relative  to  industrial  consolidations: 

"The  evil  influence  resulting  from  concen- 
trated capital  can  only  be  met  by  fully  realiz- 
ing that  the  State  cannot  successfully  legis- 
late against  this  so-called  growing  evil.  It  is 
tlierefore  manifestly  the  duty  of  the  State,  as 
well  as  of  the  labor  movement,  to  meet  this 
situation  and  to  treat  the  subject  as  a  natural 
development.  The  trust  is  an  industrial  dis- 
ease which  can  only  be  alleviated  and  finally 
cured  by  remedies  taken  from  the  industrial 
garden.  Organizations  of  labor,  free  from  all 
anti-combination  laws,  given  full  freedom  to 
use  its  own  natural  weapons,  and  the  thought- 
ful and  earnest  support  of  all  lovers  of  indus- 
trial freedom,  will  meet  this  evil  and  overcome 
it  in  the  natural  evolutionary  way.  We  there- 
fore ask  from  the  legislator  not  anti-combi- 
nation laws,  but  the  sweeping  away  of  those 
now  extant,  to  the  end  that  the  trust  may  not 
have  at  its  command  the  judicial,  executive 
and  military  of  the  political  State  machinery." 

As  all  sorts  of  people,  from  great  statesmen 
down  to  the  village  oracles  who  gather  in 
cross  roads  groceries,  have  been  vexing  their 
brains  in  the  endeavor  to  find  a  remedy  for 
what  they  consider  the  dangers  arising  from 
trusts,  the  Federation  of  Labor  concluded 
that  they  would  join  that  great  army  and  sug- 
gest their  remedy.  It  is  a  most  striking  idea, 
and  bears  the  earmarks  of  originality.  No 
one  but  a  labor  leader  could  have  thought  of 
such  a  method  of  strangling  trusts.  They  in- 
genuously admit  in  their  resolution  that  the 
State  cannot  successfully  legislate  against 
trusts,  and  allege  that  the  subject  must  be 
treated  as  a  natural  development.  It  may  be 
parenthetically  remarked  that  in  the  estima- 
tion of  many  people  labor  organizations  are 
in  themselves  of  the  nature  of  trusts,  and  that 
therefore  the  insinuation  might  be  made  that 
the  Federation  of  Labor  is  deeply  interested 
in  having  no  hostile  legislation  on  the  general 
question.  That,  however,  is  a  digression.  The 
resolution  would  have  labor  organizations 
made  free  from  all  anti-combination  laws  and 
given  full  freedom  to  use  labor's  own  natural 
weapons.  These  natural  weapons  are  not 
stated,  but  are  probably  the  physical  forces 
with  which  man  is  endowed  and  which  have 
so  often  been  used  during  labor  troubles  to 
the  great  annoyance  and  sometimes  injury  of 
non-union  men.  If  all  laws  protecting  capi- 
tal and  non-union  labor  were  to  be  swept 
away,  as  the  Federation  asks,  the  trusts  would 
certainly  be  obliged  to  make  terms  as  best 
they  could  with  the  representatives  of  labor 
organizations.  Other  employers  of  labor 
would  have  to  do  the  same  thing.  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  see  how  this  would  destroy  any  trust 
or  combination  of  capital.  It  would  simply 
build  up  a  much  stronger  combination  in  the 
nature  of  a  labor  trust. 


January  11, 


German  Duties  on  Cycle  Chains.:;^''.;    .' 

According  to  a  recent  decision  of  the  Ger- 
man customs  authorities,  bicycle  chains  of 
steel,  when  only  ground,  browned  or  blued 
and  not  polished,  lacquered,  varnished  or 
nickeled,  are  to  be  classed  for  duty  when  im- 
ported into  Germany  as  fine  wares  of 
wrought  iron,  duty  24  marks  per  100  kilo- 
grammes. 


Interior  and  exterior 
view  of  the  O.  K.  Lamp, 
made  by  the  Seal  Lock 
Co.,  of  Chicago,  111.  The 
bracket  is  also  shown  as 
one  of  the  strong  fea- 
tures. 


The  Duck  Roller  Brake.  ^7^  (PC( 
The  Duck  Brake  Co.,  of  New  York 
City,  in  introducing  their  brake  and  carrier 
to  the  eastern  trade,  are  simply  expanding 
their  trade  started  on  the  Pacific  Coast.  It 
diffei-s  from  all  other  roller  brakes,  inasmuch 
as  it  has  twin  rollers.  When  the  twin  rollers 
are  brought  into  contact  with  the  tires,  the 
rollers  have  a  tendency  to  slip  off  on  account 
of  the  slant  of  the  axle,  consequently  the  roll- 
ers come  in  contact  with  the  outside  washer, 
thus  causing  friction  and  forcing  the  speed  of 


the  wheel  to  diminish  and  finally  to  stop  en- 
tirely. There  being  no  friction  between  the 
rubber  rollers  and  the  tire,  there  is  positively 
no  injury  to  the  tires.  This  brake  is  extreme- 
ly simple  and  durable,  is  light  in  weight  and 
will  fit  any  bicycle.  For  experienced  riders 
the  thumb  lever,  introduced  by  the  Duck 
Brake  Co.,  is  a  powerful  and  very  neat 
attachment,  secured  firmly  to  the  handle-bar 
stem,  just  where  the  hands  are  placed  in 
steering,  and  is  direct  and  perfect  in  its  oper- 
ation. For  the  novice  or  those  who  prefer 
the  hand  lever  it  is  only  necessary  to  attach 
the  lower  half  of  the  brake,  for  any  hand  lever 
will  operate  this  brake  successfully. 


Contributed  to  Conscience  Fund. 

E.  C.  Stearns  Co.  have  been  the  victims  of 
a  phase  of  honesty,  or  rather  of  honor,  which 
is  as  rare  as  it  is  unique.  Shortly  after  the 
first  of  the  year  they  received  a  $20  and  a  $10 
bill  (whether  crisp  or  not  they  do  not  state). 
On  a  plain  sheet  of  letter  paper  accompany- 
ing Uncle  Sam's  collateral  was  written  the 
following:  "Gentlemen — The  enclosed  mon- 
ey is  due  you  on  a  wheel  purchased  some 
time  ago."  It  is  quite  probable  that  most 
business  men  who  read  this  have  been  the  vic- 
tims  of   people   who   have   gotten    something 


for  nothing,  and  we  print  this  item  hoping  it 
may  stir  some  of  these  dark  gentlemen  to 
imitate  the  good  man  who  remitted  the  E.  C. 
Stearns  Co.  Incidentally,  it  may  be  re- 
marked that  a  greenback  sent  for  conscience's 
sake  looks  about  ten  times  its  ordinary  size. 


Duties  of  Martinique. 

Vice-Consul  Testart,  of  St.  Pierre,  transmits 
translation  of  a  notice  which  has  lately  ap- 
peared in  the  custom  house  of  that  town,  pro- 
viding that  foreign  goods  imported  into  the 
colony  through  France,  in  order  to  benefit  by 
the  minimum  tarifl,  must  be  accompanied  by 
(1),  a  certificate  of  origin,  delivered  by  the 
French  Consul  of  the  country  where  the  goods 
originate;  (2),  a  certificate  from  the  French 
custom  house,  showing  that  the  goods  arrived 
directly  from  the  country  of  origin.  This, 
adds  Mr.  Testart,  apphes  altogether  to  goods 
received  from  the  continent.  So  far,  those  im- 
ported from  the  United  States — except  a  few 
articles,  s'uch  as  provisions  and  food  stuffs — 
have  to  undergo  the  maximum  tariff  rates. 


American  Coasters  in  England. 

The  demand  for  coaster-brakes  in  England 
is  something  marvelous.  The  Canfield  Brake 
Co.,  of  Corning,  N.  Y.,  report  they  have  al- 
ready shipped  several  thousand  to  Birming- 
ham parties,  and  have  booked  large  orders 
for  London  and  Liverpool.  They  expect  to 
ship  to  England  this  season  nearly  100,000 
brakes.  This  is  a  remarkable  showing  for  a 
company  that  has  been  so  recently  formed, 
although  these  brakes  have  had  a  season's 
test,  having  been  sold  until  recently  by  the 
I.  A.  Weston  Co.,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  which 
firm  still  retains  an  interest  in  the  brake  com- 
pany. 


A  Neat  Desk  Calendar. 

The  Standard  Welding  Co.,  of  Cleveland, 
O.,  is  sending  to  its  customers  a  very  neat 
and  useful  desk  calendar.  It  is  made  upon 
a  base  of  leatherette,  with  each  week  of  the 
year  provided  with  a  sheet  for  daily  memo- 
randa. On  each  of  the  calendar  sheets,  at 
the  bottom,  is  a  short,  pointed  reference  to 
the  company's  electric  welding  process.  The 
little  "tickler"  is  so  handsomely  made  as  to 
guarantee  its  being  used  and  valued,  and  in 
this  way  a  judicious  advertisement  is  secured 
for  a  good  product. 


It  is  settled  that  the  new  bridge  between 
New  York  City  and  Brooklyn  will  have  a 
cycle  path. 


1900. 
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BICYCLES  THAT  SELL  AND  STAY  SOLD. 


STEARNS 

"The  Famous  Yellow  Fellow." 


Was  a  standard  in  other  years  and  is 
newer,  brighter  and  better  for  1900. 
Narrower  tread  and  new  style  rear 
forks  are  two  of  the  improvements 
for  this  year. 


Roadster 
Light  Roadster 
Racer 

Cushion  Frame 
Chainless 
Tandem 


IJ40.00 
50.00 
60.00 
60.00 
75.00 
75.00 


On  racing  lines. 
All  white  with  pur- 
ple head  and  gold 
stripings. 
A  1900  beauty. 


BARNES 


The  White  Flyer. 


New  hub  with  di- 
rect spokes.  New 
idea  in  ball-retain- 
ers. Light,  strong, 
new  pattern  pedals. 


Roadster 
Light  Roadster 
Racer 

Cushion  Frame 
Chainless 
Tandem 


00 
50.00 
60.00 
60  00 
75.00 
75.00 


Always  beyond  reproach  in 
construction.  The  finish  this 
year  is  fetching  ;  all  black 
but  the  rims,  head  and  seat 
pillar  tube,  which  are  crimson. 


SYRACUSE 


The  Crimson  Rim. 


Roadster 
Light  Roadster 
Racer 


00 
50.00 
50.00 


For    California,    Oregon,    Washingion,     Idaho, 
Nevada,  New  Mexico  and  Arizona : 

American  Bicycle  Company, 

San  Francisco  Branch, 

STEARNS  SALES  DEPARTMENT, 

No.  210  McAllister  Street. 


AMERICAN    BICYCLE    COMPANY, 

Stearns    Sales    Department, 

SYRACUSE,    N.  Y. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


26 


January  11, 


eLEVELHND 


Price,  $50. 


No.   8  3— MKN'S   UOAOSTKK. 
Specifications. 

WHEELS— 28  inch. 

SPOKES— Nickeled,    blued   to   intersection. 

GEAR— 77  (22x8). 

TIRES— 1%  inch,   improved   Burvvell   detachable. 

FRAME— 22  inch. 

CRANK  HANGER— 2?4  inch  drop. 

FORK   CROWN— One-piece   drop   forged. 

BEARINGS— Burwel!  dust-proof. 

SPROCKETS— Flanged  and  detachable. 

CHAIN— 3-16  inch  Cleveland  hardened  block  and  pm,  beveled  and  polished 
side  plates. 

CRANKS— 6%  inch. 

PEDALS— Cleveland  rat-trap. 

HANDLE-BAR— New   reversible    No.   9,   polished  leather   grips. 

SADDLE— Hunt  (Wheeler  shape),  with  L  post. 

FINISH— Black  enamel  and  nickel. 

PRICE-$40.00.  OptioiLS. 

GEARS— 8  or  9  tooth  rear,  23,  24,  25  tooth  front  sprockets. 

TIRES— 1%  inch  improved  Burwell  detachable,  and  IVz  or  1%  inch  Cleve- 
land single  tube. 

PEDALS— Cleveland   rubber. 

FRA^'TE- 24  inch. 

BRAKE— Duck  or  "California"  pattern,  $2.50  extra. 

FREE    REAR   SPROCKET— $2.50   extra. 

No.   84— TVOMEN'S  KOADSTER. 

Specifications. 

WHEELS— 28  inch. 

SPOKES— Nickeled,   blued  to  intersection. 

GEAR— 70    (20x8). 

TIRES— 1%   inch   improved   Burwell    detachable. 

FRAME— 22  inch. 

CRANK  HANGER— 2%  inch  drop. 

FORK  CROWN— One-piece  drop  forged. 

BEARINGS— Burwell   dust-proof. 

SPROCKETS— Flanged    and     detachable. 

CHAIN— 3-16  inch  Cleveland  hardened  block  and  pin,  beveled  and  pol- 
ished side  plates. 

CRANKS— 6V2  inch. 

PEDALS— Cleveland  rubber. 

HANDLE-BAR— New   reversible   No.   9,    polished  leather  grips. 

SADDLE— Hunt   (Wheeler  shape),   double  coil  spring,   L  post. 

FINISH— Black    enamel    and    nickel. 

PRICE— $40.00.  Options. 

GEARS— 8  and  9  tooth  rear,   21   tooth  front  sprockets.       ,    .     ,     „,       ,      , 

TIRES— 1%  inch  improved  Burwell  and  1%  inch  or  1%  inch  Cleveland 
single   tube. 

FRAME— 24  inch. 

BRAKE— Duck   or   "California"   pattern,    $2.50   extra. 

FREE    REAR    SPROCKET— $2.50   extra. 

No.  90-MEN'S   STANDARD  ROADSTER. 

Specifications. 

WHEELS— 28  inch. 

SPOKES— Nickeled,   blued   to   intersection. 

GEAR— 77    (22x8),   with   gear-case  19x7. 

TIRES— iy2  inch  improved  Burwell  detachable. 

FRAME— 22  inch. 

CRANK  HANGER— 2%  inch   drop. 

FORK   CROWN— One-piece    drop   forged. 

BEARINGS— Burwell   dust-proof,    oiling   through   hollow   axles. 

SPROCKETS— Flanged   and    detachable.  _  ■ 

CHAIN— S-lfi  inch  Cleveland  hardened  block  and  pin,  beveled  and  polished 
side   plates. 

CRAWKS— 6%   inch. 

PEDALS— Cleveland   rat-trap.  .  ,     ,  ,      , 

HANDLE-BAR— New  reversible  No.  9,  polished  leather  grips. 

SADDLE—  . ,    , 

FINISH- Black   enamel   and   nickel. 

PRICE— $50.00.  Options. 

GEARS— 7,  8  or  9  tooth  rear:  21,  22,  23,  24,  25  tooth  front  sprockets. 

CRANKS— 61/2  inch  and  7  inch.  is,    •     u   n, 

TIRES— 1%  inch  improved  Burwell  detachable  and  iy2  or  1%  inch  Cleve- 
land  single  tube. 

FRAME— 24  inch. 

PEDALS— Cleveland  rubber. 

BRAKE— Duck   or   "California"    pattern,    $2.50   extra. 

GEAR  CASE— Fitted  only  to  19,  21,  22  and  23  tooth  front  sprockets,  $3.50 
extra. 

FREE   REAR   SPROCKET— $2.50   extra. 

No.  91— WOMEN'S  STANDARD  ROADSTER. 

Specifications. 

WHEELS— 28   inch. 
■  SPOKES— Nickeled,   blued   to  intersection. 

GEAR— 70   (20x8). 

TIRES— iy2    inch,    improved    Burwell   detachable. 

FRAME— 22  inch. 

CRA'NK   HANGER— 2%  inch   drop. 

FORK  CROWN— One-piece  drop  forged. 

BEARINGS — Burwell    dust-proof,    oiling   through  hollow  axles. 

SPROCKETS— Flanged   and   detachable. 

CHAIN — 3-16  inch  Cleveland  hardened  block  and  pin.  beveled  and  polished 
side  plates. 

CR.^T^KS— 6%    inch. 

I'EDALS— Cleveland   rubber. 

HANDLE-B.\R — New    reversible,    polished    leathtr  grips. 

SADDLE— Wheeler    extra. 

FTNfSH — Black    enamel    and    nickel. 

PRICE- $50.00.  Options. 

OF.^R— 7  and  8  tooth  rear.  19,  21,   22,  23  tooth   front  sprockets. 

TIRES— 1%  inch  improved  Burwell  detachable  and  IV2  or  1%  inch  Cleve- 
land   single  tube. 

FRAME— 24   inch. 

BRAKE- Duck   or   "California"    pattern,   $2.50    extra. 

FREE  REAR  SPROCKET— $2.50  extra. 

GEAR  CASE— Fitted  only  to  7  and  8  tooth  rear  and  19,  21,  22,  23  toolh  front 
sprockets,   $3.50  extra. 


t  AMERICAN    BICYCLE    COMPANY. 

©  Lozier  Sales  OeDartment.  Cleveland,  ©..  U.S.A. 
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BieveLES 


No.  92— MEN'S   LIGHT  ROADSTER. 
Specifications. 

WHEELS— 28   inch. 

SPOKES — Blued   to    intersection. 

GEAR— 76   (19x7). 

TIRES — 11/4    inch    improved    Burvvell    detachable. 

FRAME— 22  inch. 

CRANK  HANGER— 278  inch   drop. 

FORK   CROWN— One-piece   drop  iorged. 

BEARINGS — Burwell    dust-proof,    oiling    through   hollow    axles. 

SPROCKETS— Flanged   and   detachable. 

CHAIN — 3-16  inch  Cleveland  hardened  block  and  pin,  beveled  and  polished 

side  plates. 
CRATSTKS— 6?4   inch. 
PEDALS — Cleveland  rat-trap. 

HANDLE-BAR — New   reversible   No.   9,   polished  leather  grips. 
SADDLE— Wheeler   extra. 
FINISH — Black    enamel    and    nickel. 
PRICE— $50.00. 

Options. 

GEARS— 7  and  8  tooth  rear,  21,  22,  23,  24,  25  tooth  front  sprockets. 

CRANKS— 61/2  inch. 

TIRES — ^1%  inch  improved   Burwell   detachable,   and  1%  inch   or  V/2   inch 

Cleveland  single  tube. 
FRAME^24  inch. 

BRAKE— Duck  or   "California"  pattern,   $2.50   extra. 
FREE  REAR  SPROCKET— $2.50  extra. 

GEAR  CASE— Fitted  only  to  7  and  8  rear  and  19,  21,  22  and  23  tooth  front 
sprockets,  $3.50  extra. 


No.  93— WOMEN'S  LIGHT  ROADSTER. 

Specifications. 

WHEELS— 23  inch. 

SPOKES— Blued   to   intersection. 

GEAR— 70   (15x6). 

TIRES — 1%   inch    improved    Burwell    detachable. 

FRAME— 22  inch. 

CRANK  HANGER— 2%  inch  drop. 

FORK  CROWN— One-piece  drop  forged. 

BEARINGS — Burwell    dust-proof,    oiling   through   hollow    axles. 

SPROCKETS— Flanged   and  detachable. 

CHAIN — 3-16  inch  Cleveland  hardened  block  and  pin,   beveled  and  polished 

side  plates. 
CRANKS— 6%  inoh. 
PEDALS— Cleveland   rubber. 
HANDLE-BAR— Raised  stationary. 
SADDLE — Wheeler  extra,   coil   springs. 
FINISH — Black   enamel  and  nickel. 
PRICE— $50.00. 

Options. 
GEARS— 7  and  8  tooth  rear,  19    and  20  tooth  front  sprockets. 
TIRES — ^1%  inch  improved   Burwell  detachable    and  1%  inch   or  1%"  inch 

Cleveland   single  tube. 
FRAME— 24   inch. 

BRAKE — Duck    or   "California"    pattern,    $2.50   extra. 
FREE  REAR  SPROCKET— $2.50  extra. 
GEAR  CASE— Fitted  only  to  21x8,  19x7  and  15x6  tooth  sprockets,  $3.50 

extra. 


No.   94— TRACK  RACER. 

Specifications. 

WHEELS— 28  inch. 

SPOKES— Blued   to   intersection. 

GEAR— 80   (20x7). 

TIRES — 1%  inch  improved  Burvvell   racing. 

FRAME— 22  inch. 

CRA^K  HANGER-2%  inch  drop. 

FORK  CROWN— One-piece  drop  forged. 

BEARINGS — Burwell   dust-proof,   oiling  through  hollow  axles. 

SPROCKETS— Flanged  and  detachable. 

CHAIN — 3-16  inch  Cleveland  hardened  block  and  pin,  beveled  and  polished 

side  plates. 
CRANKS— 61/2  inch. 
PEDALS— Cleveland  rat-trap. 
HANDLE-BAR— No.  16,  polished  leather  grips. 
SADDLE — Wheeler  racing,  with  L  post. 
FINISH — Black    enamel    and    nickel. 
WEIGHT— 20  lbs. 
PRICE— $50.00. 

Options. 

GEARS— 6  and  8  tooth  rear,  21,  22,  23,  24,  25  tooth  front  sprockets. 

CRANKS-6%  inch. 

TIRES — 1%  inch  Cleveland  single  tube  racing. 

FRAME— 24  inch. 


No.  95— CHAINLESS   STANDARD,  BEVEL  GEAR. 

Specifications. 

WHEELS— 28  inch. 

SPOKES— Blued  to  intersection. 

GEAR— 74. 

TIRES — iy2   inch    improved    Burwell    detachable. 

FRAME— 22  inch. 

BEARINGS— Burwell  dust-proof. 

PEDALS— Cleveland  rat-trap. 

HANDLE-BAR— New  reversible   No.   9,   polished   leather   "rins 

SADDLE— Wheeler   extra.  "    ' 

FINISH— Black  enamel  and  nickel. 

PRICE— $75.00. 

Options. 

GEARS— 66,  82,  92  and  101. 
TIRES— 1%   inch   irnproved    Burwell    detachable    and   1%   inch    or   1%    inch 


Cleveland  single  tube. 
FRAME— 24  inch. 


Price,  $50. 


Price,  $50. 


Price,  $75. 


Branches 


NEW  YORK,  337   Broadway.  DETROIT,  244  Griswold  Street. 

PHILADELPHIA,  830  Arch  Street.         BUFFALO,  615   Main  Street. 
SAN   FRANCISCO,  304-306   McAllister  Street. 
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S3-MKN'S  KOAUSTEK. 
Spei-iflcntions. 

SVOKSi^mcM  bl..=d  to  inler«ctio„. 

?fR''.&^iyS,>-improv.d  Eu,wcU  de„ch»b.=. 

?^tKll?A«'S'liR-2?i  i-h  drop 
FORK   CROWN-Onepicce   drop  forged. 
HEARINGS— Burwel!  dust-prool. 

cponrKFTS— FlatiL-ed  and  detachable.  .     .      ._ 

CHAm-3-lli  inob    cSeland  hardened  block  and  pm,  beveled  and  polished 

side  plates. 
CRANICS-6?i  inch. 

fS'DLrfAR-New"r.Te?;ible   No.   9    polished  leather   grips. 
|\*DDLE-Hunt  (Wheeler  shape),  with  i.  post. 
TINISH— Black  enamel  and  nickel. 
PRICE— 1^0.00.  Oiitioiis. 

^17ATI<;_R  or  9  tooth  rear.  23,  24,  25  loolh  front  sprockets. 
?f^Efj4%'^inch  r,;Voved  Burw.U  detachable,  and  1>^  or  1%  inch  Cleve- 

land  single  tube. 
PFDALS— Cleveland   rubber. 

B5AK|rD„i:?or  •■Cali.ornia'  pattern,  52.50  extra, 
FREE   EE/"r   SPROCKET-S2.50  extra. 

>-o.  84-WOMEH'.'?  BOADSTER. 
Specifications. 
WHEELS— 28  inch. 
SPOKES— Nickeled,  blued   to  intersection. 

TniES^l'A'^nJh'jmproved   Burwell   detachable. 

FRAME— 22  inch.  ,     ^ 

CRANK  HANGER-2%.  inch  drop. 

FORK  CROWN— One.piece  drop  forged. 

BEARINGS— Burwell   dust-proof. 

ElS^^l^Tll'"l'LuA  Sfned'=block   and    pin,     beveled    and    poL 

ished  side  plates. 
CRANKS-6V2  inch. 

SANUL^^S\l-NeJ"r'V;;.ibIe    No.   9.    polished  leather  grips 
SADDLlL^Ilunt   (Wheeler  shape),   double  coil  spring,   L  post. 
FINISH— Black    enamel    and    nickel. 
PRICE— S40.00.  Options. 

nF\RS— 8  and  9  tooth  rear.  21   tooth  front  sprockets.    „,.,„,       ,      , 
TIRES-^%  "nch   improved   Burwell     and   1%  inch   or  1%   mch    Clevdand 
single  tube, 

BRAKE— Duck'^  or   '■California"  pattern,   $2.50   extra. 
FREE   REAR    SPROCICET-?2,50   extra. 

So.  90-MEN'S   STANDARD  ROADSTER. 

Specifit'iitions. 
WHEELS— 2S  inch. 

SPOKES— Nickeled,  blued  to  intersection. 
GEAR-77   (22x8).   with   gear-case  19  x  7 
TIBES— I'A  inch  improved  Burwell  detachable. 
FRAME— 2'2  inch.  . 

CRANK  HANGER-2is  inch  drop 
FORK   CROWN— One-piece   drop   forged 

BEARINGS— Burwell  dust-proof,   oiling  through   hollow  axles. 
SPROCKETS— Flanged  and   detachable.  ■  ■■  u  -i 

CHAIN— 3-lG  inch  Cleveland  hardened  block  and  pin,  beveled  and  polished 

side  plates. 
CRjVNKS-«%  inch. 

PEDALS— Cleveland   ral-trap.  ,-  ,    j  ,      u 

HANDLE-BAR— New  reversible  No.  9,  polished  leather  grips. 
SADDLE-  ,        .      -  ,    , 

FINISH- Black  enamel  and  nickel. 
PRICE-$50.00.  Optiuns. 

GEARS-7,  8  or  9  tooth  rear;  31,  22,  23.  24,  25  tooili  front  sprockets. 
T?RES-1%  iL'h1;np"rovId"Burwcll   detachable  and   ^  or  1%  inch  Cleve- 

land  single  tube, 
FRAME— 24  inch. 
PEDALS— Cleveland  rubber. 

BRAKE-Duck  or  "California"   pattern,   $2.50  extra 
GEAR  CASE— Fitted  only   lo  19,  21,  22  and  23  tooth  front  sprockets,  JJ-O" 


FREE  REAR   SPROCKET— $2.50   ex 


ctra. 


and  pel 


ished 


Price,  $50. 


No.  91— AVOMEN'.S  .STANDARD  -ROADSTER. 

Sppciflcations. 
WHEELS-28  inch. 

SPOKES— Nickeled,  blued  to  intersection. 
GEAR— 70  (20x8). 

TIRES— l^/^   inch,   improved   Burwell  detachable. 
FRAME— 22  inch. 

CRANK  HANGER— 2%  inch   drop. 
FORK  CROW  N— One-piece  drop  forged. 

BEARINGS- Burwell    dust-proof,   oiling   through  hollow  axles, 
SPROCKETS— FhuiRca  and  detachable. 
CHAIN— 3-16  inch  Cleveland  hardened  block  and  pin.  bevi 

side  plates, 
CRANKS— CV.   inch. 
PEDALS-CIeveland  rubber. 

HANDLE-BAR-Ncw   reversible,    polished    leather  grips. 
S.VnDLE-Whecler   extra. 
FINISH— Black    enamel    and    nickel. 
PRICE-$50.00.  options. 

GEAR—?  and  8  tooth  rear,  19,  21,  22,  23  tooth  front  sprockets.  .  , 

TIRES~1%  inch  improved  Burwell' detachable  and  I'/j  or  1%  'nch   t-iev 

land  single  tube. 
FRAME— 24  inch. 

BRAKE— Duck  or  "California"    pattern,   $2.50    extra. 

FREE  REAR  SPROCKET-$2.5fl  extra.  „„   „  ,  „,,,  front 

GEAR  CASF-Fitted  only  to  7  and  8  tooth  rear  and  19.  21,  22,  23  Inoih  iron 

sprockets,  S3.50  extra. 
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.  92— MEN'S  X.IGHT  ROADSTER, 
SpecitI(;aiions. 

\VHEELS-2S  inch. 

SPOKES— Blued   to    iiilcrsection. 

;-,]7AR-76    (19x7). 

IIRES— IV.'    inch    i 

l'K\.ME— 22  inch. 

CRANK  HANGER— 2%  inch  drop. 

I~0RK   CROWN — One-piece  drop  forged. 

I!  E,-\  RI NGS— Burwell    dust-proof,   oiling    tlir 

SPROCKETS — Flanged   and   detachable. 

^f.£^.\li\j_3.16  inch  Cleveland  hardened  block 

side  plates. 
CRANKS-e^   inch. 
PEDALS— Cleveland  rat-trap. 

HAN'DLE-BAR— New  reversible  No.  9,   polished  leather  grips. 
SADDLE— Wheeler   extra. 
FINISH— Black   enamel   and   nickel. 
PRICE--550.00. 

Option!). 
GEARS— 7  and  8  tooth  rear,  21,  22,  23,  24,  25  tooth  front  sprockets. 
CRANKS— 6Vi   inch. 
TfRES— 1%  inch  improved   Burwell   detachable,  and  1%  inch  or  VA  inch 

Cievelnnd  single  tube. 
FRAME^24  inch. 

BRAKE— Duck  or   "California"  pattern,  $2.50  extra. 
FREE  REAR  SPROCKET— $2.60  extra. 
GEAR  CASE— Fitted  only  to  7  and  8  rear  and  19,  21,  22  and  23  tooth  front 

sprockets,  $3.50  extra. 


No.  93— WOMEN'S  LIGHT  ROADSTER. 

Specillcations. 
WHEELS— 23  inch. 
SPOKES— Blued   to  intersection. 
GEAR— 70   (15x6). 

TIRES— 1%   inch   improved    Burwell    detachable. 
FRAME— 22  inch. 

CRANK  HANGER— 2%  inch  drop. 
FORK  CROWN— One-piece  drop  forged. 

BEARINGS— Burwell    dust-proof,   oiling   through   hollow   axles. 
SPROCKETS-Flanged  and  detaohabie  _,     .      ,        ,  ^        ,       ,.  ,     , 

CHAIN — 3-16  inch  Cleveland  hardened  block  and  pin.  beveled  and  polisheil 

side  plates. 
CRANKS-6Vi  inoh. 
PEDALS— Cleveland   rubber. 
HANDLE-BAR— Raised  stationary. 
SADDLE— Wheeler  extra,  coil  springs. 
FINISH— Black   enamel  and  nickel. 
PRICE— $50.00. 

Options. 
GEARS— 7  and  8  tooth  rear,  19   and  20  tooth  front  sorockets.  . 

TIRES— 1%  inch   improved   Burwell   detachable    and  1%  mch   or  V^  mcli 

Cleveland   single   tube. 
FRAME— 24  inch.  ^„  ^^ 

BRAKE-Duck    or    "California"    pattern,    $2.50   extra. 

FREE   REAR  SPROCKET-$2.50  extra.  ,  ,.    ^         ,  ,    .     « -a 

GEAR  CASE— Fitted  only  to  31x8,  19x7  and  lox6  tooth  sprockets,  $3.dO 

extra. 


No.  94-TRACK  RACER. 

Specifications. 

WHEELS— 28  inch. 

SPOKES— Blued   to  intersection. 

GEAR— SO   (20x7). 

TIRES— 1%  inch  improved  Burwell  racing. 

FRAME— 22  inch. 

CRANK  HANGER— 2%  inch  drop. 

FORK  CROWN— One-piece  drop  forged. 

BEARINGS— Burwell   dust-proof,   oiling  thrc 

SPROCKETS-Flanged   and  detaohabie. 

CHAIN— 3-16  inch  Cleveland  hardened  block 

side  plates. 
CRANKS— 6^  inch. 
PEDALS— Cleveland  rat-trap. 
HANDLE-BAR— No.  16.  polished  leather  grips. 
SADDLE— Wheeler  racing,  with  L  post. 
FINISH— Black    enamel   and   nickel. 
WEIGHT— 20  lbs. 
PRICE-$50.00. 


ugh  hollow  axles. 

and  pin,  beveled  and  polished 


GEARS— 6  and  8  tooth  rear 
CRANKS— 6%  inch. 
TtRES— 1%   inch   Cleveland 
FRAME-24  inch. 


Optiuns. 

31,  32,  23,  24,  25  tooth  front  sprockets. 

single  tube  racing. 


No.  95-CHAINI,ESS   STANDARD,  BEVEL  GEAR. 

Specifleations. 

WHEELS— 2S  inch. 

SPOKES— Blued   to  intersection. 

GEAR— 74. 

TIRES— 1^    inch    improved    Burwell    detach;ible. 

FRAME— 22  inch. 

BEARINGS— Burwell  dust-proof. 

PEDALS— Cleveland  rat-trap.  „        .■  ^   ,  ,    .,        „,:„. 

HANDLE-BAK— New  reversible  No.  9.  polished  leather  grips. 

SADDLE— Wheeler   extra. 

FINISH— Black  enamel  and  nickel. 

PRICE— $75.00. 


GEARS— 66,  82,  92  and  101. 
TIRES— 1%  inch  improved   Bi 

Oevcland  single  tube. 
FRAME— 24  inch. 


Branches: 


Options, 
rwcll   detachable 


NEW  YORK,  337   Broadway. 
PHILADELPHIA,  830  Arch   Street. 


Price,  $75. 
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Millions  for  Good  Roads* 


THE  L.  A.  \V.  CONGRESSIONAL  BILL. 


•••••■•••••••••• 


•••"•••••-•" 


•»«..»..*..«««««*.«»«M«-«>^ 


LAST  Monday  the  League  of  American 
Wheelmen  officially  requested  Congress 
to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $5,000,000  for  the 
improvement  of  public  highways.  The  bill 
was  presented  through  Senator  Penrose  and 
Representative  Graham,  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
will  be  considered  in  its  proper  turn. 

This  brief  announcement  is  pregnant  with 
possibilities  to  cycling.  The  simple  fact  that 
a  request  has  been  made  for  the  appropriation 
does  not  indicate  the  principles  underlying  it. 
It  means,  for  one  thing,  that  the  good  roads 
movement — ^growing  steadily,  but  certainly, 
during  the  last  ten  years — has  become  of  na- 
tional importance.  The  League  has,  in  one 
action,  become  something  more  than  an  aggre- 
gation of  State  divisions.  It  has  become  na- 
tional in  character.  The  League  and  good 
roads  are  now  connected  in  a  comprehensive 
movement. 

The  situation  is  full  of  possibilities.  Has  the 
League  the  leaders  who  can  make  the  most 
of  them?  That  is  a  question  that  results  alone 
can  answer.  If  they  are  successful  with  this 
measure  they  will  be  hailed  as  able;  if  other- 
wise, otherwise. 

The  leaders  in  this  case  are  the  Chief  Con- 
suls, with  the  National  Executive  Committee 
in  command.  Here  is  a  chance  for  every  State 
division,  however  small,  to  do  something.  The 
Congressional  representatives  of  every  State 
will  have  a  voice  in  deciding  whether  this  bill 
shall  become  a  law.  Every  Chief  Consul  will 
have  a  chance  to  exert  the  influence  of  his 
constituency  upon  those  representatives.  In- 
dividually their  ability  will  be  measured  by  the 
success  or  failure  of  their  importunities  of 
these  representatives.  Collectively  they  will 
be  judged  by  its  passage  or  defeat. 

It  would  seem  they  are  placed  in  a  trying 
position.  Such  does  not  appear  to  be  the 
case  when  the  measure  is  studied.  It  should 
become  a  law  if  Congressional  justice  is  pos- 
sible, and  as  there  are  no  signs  of  great  dis- 
content in  this  country  it  is  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose the  bill  will  be  properly  considered. 

The  bill  should  become  a  law  because  it  is 
framed  in  the  interest  of  the  people,  and  if 
supported  properly  by  the  L.  A.  W.  will  be  the 
best  move  that  organization  ever  made.  The 
League  has  been  in  a  turmoil  for  three  years 
because  of  the  racing  hullabaloo.  Here  is  the 
chance  for  it  to  demonstrate  that  its  greatest 
object  is  the  improvement  of  highways,  and 
that  racing  is  a  branch  of  cycling  that  has  been 
fostered  in  the  interest  of  the  cause  generally. 
Work  for  this  and  similar  measures  and  do  it 
as  a  solid,  harmonious,  vigorous,  aggressive 
whole,  and  success  will  come  to  the  League, 
and,  with  success,  plenty  of  new  members. 

The  muchly-maligned  League  of  American 
Wheelmen  has  done  a  great  deal  of  unappre- 
ciated, unselfish  work  for  all  wheelmen  in  the 
United  States.  It  has  been  so  busy  for  three 
years  explaining  its  attitude  on  the  racing 
question  it  has  neglected  to  tell  the  public 
what  it  knows  of  and  what  it  has  done  for 
highw-ay  improvement.  It  appears  the  new 
leaf  is  turned,  and  on  it  is  to  be  written  some 
of  the   reasons   why   Congress   should   pass   a 


national  good  roads  measure  of  this  kind. 

Speaking  of  good  roads  as  an  economic 
proposition,  there  is  no  doubt  that  if  the  com- 
mon highways  of  the  United  States  were 
placed  in  anything  like  proper  condition  they 
would  save  millions  of  dollars  annually.  A 
Government  expert  estimates  it  at  half  a  bil- 
lion dollars,  or  one-half  the  appropriations 
of  the  famous  "Billion  Dollar  Congress." 

There  was  a  national  good  roads  movement 
on  a  different  principle  early  in  the  century.  It 
included  the  building  of  a  national  turnpike 
from  Washington  to  St.  Louis.  The  advent 
of  railroads  nipped  the  movement  in  the  bud, 
and  all  that  remains  of  it  to-day  is  the  Cum- 
berland turnpike.  But  highways  were  needed 
and  the  necessity  was  recognized.  The  iron 
rails  have  been  made  the  leading  highways 
during  the  past  half  century. 

A  railroad  is  a  highway  of  commerce  in  the 
same  sense  as  a  public  road,  and  so  are  rivers, 
harbors  and  canals.  They  are  the  arteries  of 
trade.  This  country  has  spent  billions  of  dol- 
lars for  railroad  building,  hundreds  of  mill- 
ions .for  canals  and  still  more  for  rivers  and 
harbors. 

Yet  not  one  ounce  of  any  commodity,  of  any 
kind,  that  is  hauled  over  railroads,  canals,  riv- 
ers and  harbors,  but  is  first  hauled  over  coun- 
try roads  or  city  streets. 

Freight  rates  on  railroads,  canals,  rivers  and 
harbors  have  been  reduced  tremendously  dur- 
ing the  last  twenty-five  years.  Because  every 
attention  has  been  turned  in  the  effort  to  per- 
fect them.  The  second  part  of  the  pro- 
duct's    HAUL     HAS     BECOME     SCIENTIFICALLY 

MINIMIZED.     Practically  nothing  has  been 

DONE    FOR    THE    FIRST    AND     MOST    IMPORTANT 

PART.  It  costs  three  to  six  times  more  to  haul 
produce  in  this  country  than  it  does  in  Eu- 
rope, because  Europe  has  roads  that  are 
something  more  than  streaks  on  a  map. 

The  country  roads  and  city  streets  are  the 
feeders  to  the  railroads,  canals,  rivers  and  har- 
bors. The  former  are  of  primary  importance 
and  the  latter  secondary  aside  from  their  use 
for  passenger  traiific.  That  is  the  gist  of  the 
economic  side  of  the  good  roads  question  in 
a  few  words. 

Congress  must  be  made  to  see  this  or  the 
bill  will  be  lost,  and  that  is  where  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  League  comes  in.  Let  the  good 
roads  education  now  be  of  a  practical  kind. 
There  has  been  enough  of  talk  and  pamphlet- 
izing.  Now  is  the  time  to  start  building  the 
roads.  There  is  a  demand  for  them.  That 
is  shown  in  New  York  where,  under  the 
"State  aid"  principle  the  $.50,000  appro- 
priated BY  THE  Legislature  was  asked  for 

TEN    TIMES    over    WITHIN    ONE    MONTH    of    the 

passage  of  the  Higbie-Armstrong  bill.  The 
same  experience  has  been  that  of  New  Jersey 
and  Massachusetts,  where  the  Legislatures 
have  aided  the  movement. 

Congress  appropriates  $25,000,000  annually 
for  rivers  and  harbors; has  subsidized  railroads 
with  millions  of  dollars;  given  money  with- 
out stint  in  improving  one  form  of  highways 
and  has  done  nothing  for  another  form,  which, 
to  say  the  least,  is  just  as  important. 


The  bill  should  go  through  without  a  hitch. 
But  it  will  not.  Congress  doesn't  do  things 
that  way.  It  appreciates  its  importance  as  the 
greatest  institution  in  this  country,  and  will 
never  accede  to  requests  until  it  has  made  the 
petitioner  feel  that  he  must  fight,  and  fight 
hard  to  secure  recognition.  Perhaps  that  is 
just  as  well.  It  makes  the  interests  of  the 
country  safer. 

But  it  means  that  the  League  of  American 
Wheelmen  must  get  .out  its  full  support  or  be 
ignominiously  defeated.  And  it  means  more — 
that  every  wheelman,  farmer  and  automobilist, 
the  classes  directly  interested,  must  help  the 
League  to  get  the  bill  through. 

If  the  appropriation  is  secured  it  means 
highway  improvement  in  the  near  future  upon 
a  tremendous  scale,  and  better  highways 
spell  everything  to  the  pastime,  sport  and 
trade  of  cycling. 

One  of  the  biggest  fights  or  one  of  the  big- 
gest fizzles  in  cycling  appears  to  be  on  the 
boards.  On  how  the  League  and  wheelmen 
generally  play  their  parts  depends  the  result. 


Keenan  on  Racing. 

Pittsburg,  Jan.  5. — President  Keenan  of  the 
L.  A.  W.  says  he  does  not  anticipate  serious 
division  in  the  assembly  on  the  racing  ques- 
tion. The  delegates,  he  says,  will  have  a  com- 
mon object  in  view — the  good  of  the  League 
— and  a  brief  comparison  of  views  will  bring 
about  a  general  understanding  as  to  how  this 
good  best  may  be  conserved. 

"The  Racing  Board,"  continued  Mr.  Keen- 
an, "has  merely  received  the  incidental  sup- 
port from  the  executive  to  which  it  was  en^ 
titled.  The  real  work  of  the  administration 
has  lain  in  the  direction  of  economizing  ex- 
penditures and  nationalizing  various  depart- 
ments of  League  work.  The  establishment  of 
the  touring  bureau  and  the  consummation  of 
piactical  working  alliance  with  foreign  tour- 
ing associations  will,  I  feel  confident,  be  pro- 
ductive of  early  and  substantial  results,  and 
throughout  my  administration  have  received 
far  more  attention  from  my  colleagues  of  the 
Executive  Committee  and  myself  than  has 
the  question  of  racing  control." 


Monroe  and  McCarthy  the  Winners. 

New  Bedford,  Mass.,  Jan.  7. — A  twenty- 
five-mile  professional  bicycle  team  race  on  the 
Adelpha  track,  between  the  team  composed 
of  Joe  Downey,  of  Boston,  and  Rudolph  Lau- 
reaux,  of  Belgium,  and  the  team  composed 
of  Ben.  Munroe,  of  Memphis,  and  Charles 
McCarthy,  of  St.  Louis,  was  won  by  the  lat- 
ter. Munroe  finished  first,  McCarthy  third. 
Total,  eight  points.  Against  Downey,  sec- 
ond, and  Laureaux,  fourth.  Total,  five  points. 
Munroe's  time  was  12  minutes  41  seconds. 


Redress  for  Lenz  Murder. 

Washington,  Jan.  5. — T.  J.  Keenan,  of  Pitts- 
burg, president  of  the  L.  A.  W.,  and  Senator 
Penrose,  of  Pennsylvania,  had  an  interview 
with  President  McKinley  to-day,  at  which 
they  urged  him  to  press  the  claim  against  the 
Turkish  Government  made  by  the  relatives 
of  Frank  Lenz,  the  American  bicyclist,  who 
was  murdered  near  Erzeroum,  in  Armenia,  in 
1894.  The  L.  A.  W.  is  much  interested  in  the 
case,  which  attracted  a  great  deal  of  attention 
at  the  time. 
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BANNER  GAS  LAMP 


'T'HE  Banner  is  absolutely  the  only  self- controlled  lamp.  Why  ? 
The  gas  regulates  the  water  at  all  times,  and  under  all  con- 
ditions. The  valve  is  to  turn  the  water  full  on  or  off;  take  it  out 
of  the  lamp  in  operation,  it  works  the  same.  This  is  the  test  of 
an  automatic  lamp.  No  other  lamp  will  stand  this  test.  In 
addition,  the  "  Banner "  has  no  wicks  or  absorbents,  wears  no 
stockings,  and  has  no  hosiery  to  be  replaced  in  its  make-up. 
Everything  used  in  operation  made  of  metal. 


BANNERS    are    fitted    with   large    fish-tail   flame,    three-inch   lens, 
and  powerful  reflectors,  throwing  a  flood  of  light. 
A  LWAYS  burn  a  uniform  flame,  without  any  attention. 

IVTEVER   too  much   or  too   little  gas. 

NO  trouble  to  place  lamp  on  bracket.     Adjustment  not  necessary 
when   removing  or  replacing. 
r~^ASY   to  operate.     Because  automatic   in  its   working. 

rjOUGH   roads  or  smooth  aflfect   it  alike.     It   has   seIf=control. 


This  lamo  is  fully  guaranteed.  Is  sold  on  its  merits,  and  is  a  lamp  designed  in  every  detail 
for  the  ease  and  convenience  of  the  rider.  If  you  want  a  lamp  that,  when  it  is  sold,  will  bring  you 
business  instead  of  complainis,  write  us. 


The  Plume  &  Atwood  Manufacturing  Co., 


29  Murray  St.,  New  York. 
199  Lake  St.,  Chicago. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


)g®!S®l|fj®li(i>ll®®0S®!S®ll®S®Sl®g®S®^ 

SPINR0LLER  GEAR. 


THE 

ROLLERS 

SPIN. 

Durable, 
Flexible, 
Simple. 


THE 

ROLLERS 

SPIN. 

***************** 


Hundreds 
say  it  runs 
like  oil. 


Spinroller  Co.,  Rochester,  N.Y.,  U.S.A. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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THROIGH  BOER  CAMPS. 


Exciting  Ride  of  a  Wheelman  Through  the  Laagers 

Since    the    Beginning    of    the 

African  War. 

A  resident  in  Northallerton  has  just  re- 
ceived from  his  brother,  Charles  F.  Smith, 
from  Pietermaritzburg,  particulars  of  an  ad- 
venturous cycle  ride  from  Johannesburg 
through  the  Boer  camps,  says  the  London 
■'Daily  Telegraph." 

With  a  cycle  laden  back  and  front  with  a 
prospector's  tent,  fly  and  hammock,  two  pairs 
of  blankets,  several  changes  of  clothing,  a 
change  of  boots,  tinned  meats,  biscuits  and 
bread,  fruit,  salt,  a  Rand  &  McNally  map  of 
South  Africa,  he  proceeded  on  his  dangerous 
journey  in  spite  of  salutary  warnings.  At  the 
first  store  the  Dutch  proprietor  could  not  give 
him  beer,  as  the  penalty  was  two  years'  im- 
prisonment and  confiscation  of  the  seller's 
property.  The  Boers  here  eyed  him  curious- 
ly.. The  storekeepers  advis.ed  him  to  go 
straight  through  the  Boer  cainps  as  safer  than 
skirting  the  outposts,  as  the  latter  excited  sus- 
picion. 

The  early  dawn  found  him  on  the  way  to 
Standerton.  In  the  afternoon  he  passed  the 
first  Boer  camp,  of  which  he  took  a  snap-shot 
photo  with  a  kodak  he  had  under  his  coat. 
The  camps,  he  was  told,  extended  seven  or 
eight  miles.  He  took  a  snap-shot  of  a  queer 
scene,  a  riding  school  where  raw  recruits  were 
being  jiggered  into  all  positions,  clinging  des- 
perately to  horses'  necks,  and  here  and  there 
thrown  to  the  ground. 

He  twined  his  way  through  the  Boers,  some 
calling  and  chaffing  him.  Passing  into  the 
centre  of  the  Boer  encampment  he  saw  ma- 
•noeuvres  going  on.  Boers  were  on  all  sides, 
but  amid  the  general  excitement  and  absorp- 
tion the  cyclist  passed  through  almost  unno- 
ticed. Coming  across  a  picturesque  scene  of 
a  laager,  he  put  the  kodak  on  the  cycle  sad- 
dle and  was  peeping  through  to  apply  the 
sight  finder,  when,  alas,  a  splendid  scene  was 
spoiled,  and  he  himself  grabbed  by  five  Boers 
from  behind,  one  snatching  the  suspicious  in- 
strument. 

All  jabbered  excitedly  at  once  in  Dutch;  the 
cyclist  demanded,  in  English,  his  kodak,  and, 
like  injured  innocence,  demanded  to  be  taken 
to  their  commandant  to  get  his  property  back 
(but,  sub  rosa,  he  really  did  not  want  to  be 
taken).  After  conference  they  released  him, 
keeping  the  kodak. 

He  counted  seven  camps  of  bell  tents.  He 
.saw  spectacled  German  of^cers,  Hollanders 
and  green-rosetted  Irishmen.  The  majority 
of  the  soldiers  were  dressed  in  civilian 
clothes;  some  in  khaki.  The  Staats  Artillery 
were  mainly  Hollanders  and  Germans.  They 
had  uniforms  not  unlike  the  Germans,  caps 
with  leather  peaks,  dark  blue  suits  with  yellow 
facings.  Probably  before  going  into  action 
these  cannoneers  put  aside  those  conspicuous 
uniforms,  for  later  on  at  the  battle  of  Talana 
Hill  he  saw  several  of  the  commandoes  dead 
or  wounded,  and  none  of  them  had  the  blue 
uniform. 

.'\t  Dundee  he  joined  the  Town  Guard,  and 
acted  as  dispatch  bearer  for  a  war  correspond- 
ent in  a  brick  hoiLse  facing  Talana  Hill  on  the 
day  of  battle.  He  saw  the  great  action  and 
heard  the  bullets  whistle.  After  the  evacua- 
tion by  Gen.  Yule  he  was  in  Dundee  when  the 
P.oers  ramc-  in,  and   one  who  spoke  English 


told  him  to  go  to  his  room  and  consider  him- 
self as  a  prisoner.  But  Smith  .slipped  from 
veranda  to  veranda  and  escaped  on  his  wheel, 
caught  up  to  the  retreating  column  and  passed 
it.  He  spent  a  night  in  a  Kaffir  kraal,  where 
there  were  ei.ght  people  sleeping. 

Arriving  at  Ladysmith,  he  was  advised  to 
go  to  see  Gen.  White,  to  inform  him  with  re- 
gard to  the  retreating  army.  He  therefore 
went  to  the  headcfuarters,  and  an  Indian  at- 
tendant indicating  Gen.  White's  room,  the  cy- 
clist knocked  at  the  door,  and  a  voice  said 
"Come  in."  He  entered  and  saw  the  General 
writing  at  a  dressing  table.  The  apparition  of 
the  stranger  had  a  disconcerting  effect,  and 
before  the  bold  man  could  reply  the  General 
cried,  "Who  are  you?  Who  are  you?  what  do 
you  want?    What  are  you  doing  here?" 

Two  aides-de-camp  rushed  in,  and  one 
planted  his  back  against  the  door.  T'hen  both 
asked  questions  rapidly.  The  guilty  man  an- 
swered meekly  that  he  had  very  properly 
knocked  at  the  door  and  had  been  told  to 
come  in,  and  he  had  come  in,  and  he  only 
wanted  to  give  them  some  information.  Then 
Sir  George  and  the  other  officers  cooled  down, 
and,  after  hearing  the  information,  cordially 
thanked  him.  At  Pietermaritzburg  the  last 
that  was  heard  of  the  Englishman  was  that  he 
had  joined  the  stalwart  Imperial  Light  In- 
fantry. 

Gurnee  Was  Romancing. 

Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Jan.  6.— The  claim  of 
Herbert  C.  Gurnee  that  he  had  ridden  .110 
centuries  and  •22,538,  miles  in  1899  has  been 
proved  false  by  the  rider's  own  testimony,  and 
Sunday  '  night  he  surrendered  the  medal 
awafdedby  the  State  Association  of  Century 
Riders.  Gurnee  claimed  to  have  ridden  most 
of  his  centuries  over  the  Minnetonka  path, 
but  the  suspicions  of  C.  Hr  Vanderhoff  were 
aroused,  and  he  inquired  of  Gurnee  as  to-  the 
condition  of  the  path.  This  developed  that 
the  supposed  rider  knew  little  about  the  mat- 
ter. Further  inquiries  developed  that  Gurnee 
had  not  registered  at  the  requisite  places,  and 
he  subsequently  admitted  that  some  of  his 
claims  were  wrong.  The  exposure  of  Gurnee 
leaves  A.  A.  Hansen  in  possession  of  the 
State  record  with  his  21,053  miles,  made  five 
years  ago. 

New  York  Mileage  Contest. 

The  official  statement  of  the  mileage  con- 
test in  the  New  York  division  of  the  Century 
Road  Club  of  America  is  as  follows:  Gus 
Egloff,  131  centuries,  17,401  miles';  C.  .A..  Le- 
britter,  121  centuries,  16,328  miles:  F.  W. 
Hyde,  76  centuries,  14,375  miles;  J.  B.  Post, 
44  centuries,  16,170  miles;  Isaac  Gillette,  60 
centuries,  10,226  miles;  Dr.  E.  Mclntyre,  17 
centuries.  16,432  miles;  Paul  Thomas,  52  cen- 
turies, 12,126  miles:  C.  E.  Nylandcr,  51  cen- 
turies, 11,940  miles:  C.  H.  Fessenden,  47  cen- 
turies; W.  R.  Brown.  44  centuries:  J.  L.  Dem- 
arest,  38  centuries;  Harry  Galbraith.  37  cen- 
turies; John  Simpson.  34  centuries;  A.  Fel- 
haber,  33  centuries;  William  Marshall.  32  cen- 
turies; H.  J.  Geurich,  30  centuries;  George 
Sweet,  30  centuries;  William  Maile,  30  cen- 
turies; U.  S.  Dietzer.  26  centuries;  W.  H. 
Lange.   23   centuries;    P.    D.    Dyer,   23   ccntu- 


BlffALO  CLIBS  WRANGLE. 


There    were   2,051    accidents   altrihutablc   to 
cycling  in  T,oncl<iii  diirin.u  llir  lasl   fiscal  year. 


Jealousy    Causes    Disruption  of  Associated  Cycling 

Clubs  and  the  Organizations  Boycott  Rival 

Race  Meets. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  8. — There  are  but  few 
who  doubt  the  fact  that  bicycle  clubs  have  out- 
lived their  usefulness.     The  clubs  of  this  city 
have  in  the  past  done  considerable   good  for 
the  sport,  but  at  the  present  time  some  of  them 
are  doing  considerably  more  harm  than  they 
e\er  did  good.     Jealousy  is  at  the  bottom  of  it 
all.     There  are  five  clubs  that  amount  to  any- 
thing,    viz.:     Press,      Ramblers,      Parksides, 
Buffalo   Wheeling   and   Black   Rocks.     These 
composed  the  Associated  Cycling  Clubs.     The 
association  was  formed  with  the  object  in  view 
of  bringing  about  a  better  feeling.     It  never 
did.     Each  organization  hated  to  see  the  oth- 
er succeed.     The  Press  and  Buffalo  Wheeling 
clubs  were   ousted  from   the  association,  'and 
the  latter  still  claims  to  exist,  but  as  far  as  iljs 
usefulness  is  concerned  it  is  dead  long  ago.  r 
Since  the  disruption  the  fight  is  more  fierce 
than  ever.     It  has  been  customary  for  the  Six- 
ty-fifth Regiment  Athletic  Association  to  run 
in-door  race  meets  during  the  winter  months 
ait  the  State  Arsenal,  and  these  were  conducted 
jointly  with  the  clubs,  one  at  a  time.     Early  in 
the   fall     the   Regiment  Athletic     .Association 
called  a  meeting  of  all  the  clubs  so  as  to  fix 
dates  for  this  winter's  meets.     The  first  appli- 
cation  for  a  date   was   from   the   Press   Club, 
and     the    second     from    the    Buffalo    Wheel- 
'  ing  Club,  and  because  the  regiment  ruled  that 
priority  of  application  should  have  preference 
of  dates  the   Rambler  and   Parksides   refused 
to    play.     The    Press    Club    meet    took    place 
Saturday  evening,  January  6,  and   it  was  not 
only  boycotted  by  the  disgruntled  clubs,  but 
those  organizations  also  requested  their  racing 
men  noFto  Tride  at  the  meet.     Ray  Duer,  of 
tlic  Parksides,  and  Denniston  and  Dahlke,  of 
the  Ramblers,  however,  very  sensibly  refused 
to  obey  their  respective  organization's  orders. 
The  Wheel  recently  stated  that  Jack  Printe 
v/as  negotiating  with  the  Sixty-fifth  Regiment 
to  put  in  an  eight-lap  banked  track.     The  deal 
was   practically    settled,    but    as    some    of   the 
aforesaid  clubs  could  not  get  in  on  the  deal, 
certain  members  brought  the  matter  before  the 
supervisors  of  Erie  County,  and  as  the  county 
pays  all  the  heating  and  lighting  of  the  arsena> 
the  regiment  was  forced  to  drop  the  banked 
track  idea,  and  it  is  also  quite  probable  that  it 
will  be  compelled  to  drop  all  racing,  and  club 
jealousy  is  responsible  for  it  all.     Conditions 
are  such  that  no  matter  what"  club  promotes  a 
race  meet  or  anything  else  it  will  be  boycotted 
by  two  or  more  of  the  other  clubs. 

Assembly  to  Meet  Feb.  14. 

The  annual  assembly  of  the  League  of 
American  Wheelmen  will  be  held  at  Philadel- 
phia on  the  second  Wednesday  in  February. 
The  time  for  filing  proposed  amendments  to 
the  constitution  and  by-laws  expires  on  Jan- 
uary 14.  At  this  meeting  there  will  be  several 
amendments  of  vital  importance  to  the  or- 
ganization, among  them  the  ones  proposing 
to  relinquish  the  control  of  cycle  racing  and 
the  plans  for  centralizing  th-e  avork.  Officers 
will  be  elected  and  the  usual  routine  business 
disposed  of. 

Time  is  money,  so  'tis  said,  and  yet  lots  of 
fools  in  cycling  throw  away  money  to  kill 
linu'. 
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A  COMPLETE 

CAPITOL 
SUNDRIES 


COLUMBIA 
CMAINLESS  ^  75. 

'^ND  GflEATVY  IMf/tOVBD 
CaUun6rs  ChaJn    ^50. 


We  offer  you  the  COLUMBIA  CHAINLESS  for  1900  as 
a  machine  perfectly  adapted  to  all  conditions  of  riding 
and  suitable  for  all  classes  of  riders  who  desire  and  are 
willing  to  pay  for  the  best. 

For  the  business  man,  the  woman  rider,  the  tourist 
and  the  road  scorcher  it  is  equally  desirable. 

Equipped  with  a  high  gear  and  racing  bars  and  tires 
it  becomes  the  ideal  TRACK  MACHINE.  No  bending  or 
writhing  of  the  frame  when  the  "jump"  comes,  it 
does  not  "buck"  before  it  runs,  but  instantly  leaps  into 
the  sprint. 


Our  new  COASTER  BRAKE,  applicable  to  both  chain- 
less  and  chain  models  permits  the  cyclist  to  enjoy  the 
pleasure  of  coasting  while  retaining  full  control  of 
the  wheel  and  without  removing  his  feet  from  the 
pedals. 

Columbia,  Hartford,  Stormer  and  Pennant  chain 
bicycles  constitute  a  line  which  will  bring  you  the  bulk 
of  the  chain  wheel  business  in  your  vicinity. 

We  can  save  you  money  on  Cycle  Sundries. 

Write  us  direct  for  Sundry  Catalogue  and  net 
prices. 


American  Bicycle  Co.,  POPE  SALES  DEPARTMENT,  Hartfofd,  Conn. 


BOSTON,  MASS.,  223  COLUMBUS  AVE. 
BUFFALO,.  N  Y.,       •        609  MAIN  ST. 


BRAI 

CHICAGO.  ILL  ,  105  WABASH  AVE. 
MEW  YORK,  N.  Y.,  12  WARREN  ST. 
STOCK  COMPANY.-GANO  CYCLE 


CHES: 

PORTLAND,  ORE.,   134  SIXTH  ST. 
PROVIDENCE,  R.  I.,  IS  SNOW  ST. 
CO.,  1614  STOUT  ST.,  DENVER,  COL. 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL,    52-56  FIRST  ST. 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  817  14th  ST.,  H.  W. 
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Automobile  Happenings* 


Will  Reduce  Death  Rate. 

That  automobiles  will  decrease  the  death 
rate  in  American  cities  is  the  newest  fword 
as  to  the  horseless  vehicle.  It  is  the  theory 
oi  a  New  York  doctor,  Dr.. James  J.  Walsh, 
oi  1U71  Seventh  avenue,  and  he  brings  many 
facts  and  figures  and  much  argument  in  proof. 
Not  the  motor  carriage  or  wagon  itself,  but 
the  absence  of  horses  from  the  cities  in  the 
coming  horseless  age,  is  what  will  so  work 
f&r  the  benefit  of  humanity.  A  reduction  in 
typhoid.fever  will  follow,  in  choleraic  diseases, 
in  tetanus,  and  there  will  be  far  less  danger 
of  general  infection. 

Dr.  Walsh  takes  much  interest  in  bacterio- 
logical research,  and  this  feature  of  automo- 
bilism  has  struck  him  forcibly.  He  has  already 
written  a  most  able  paper  upon  the  subject, 
which  is  being  much  talked  about  among  sci- 
entists. In  conversation  he  is  enthusiastic 
over  the  benefits  that  are  to  come  with  the 
horseless  age. 

"What  seems  likely  to  be  almost  the  com- 
plete absence  of  flies  in  our  cities  is  one  of 
the  chief  blessings  that  will  result,"  the  doc- 
tor says,  "because  the  common  house  fly  is 
so  disagreeable  we  have  got  into  the  way  of 
thinking  that  he  is  useful.  There  is  no  cer- 
tamty  that  he  is  really  the  scavenger  we  call 
him.  What  is  more  certain  is  that  he  carries 
disease  with  him — that  he  spreads  bacteria. 

"Now,  insects  have  their  favorite  places  for 
lighting,  their  places  for  laying  eggs.  These 
places  are  carefully  chosen.  The  butterfly 
seems  to  circle  around  and  light  on  any 
flower.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  he  goes  to  one 
particular  flower.  These  things  are  never  the 
result  of  chance.  It  is  a  scientific  fact  that 
tho  common  house  fly  lays  his  eggs  in  horse 
manure,  and  in  this  the  eggs  flourish  prodig- 
iously. With  the  horse  ofi  our  streets  the  fly 
must  follow  him.  It  will  not  be  where  the 
horse  is  not.  Thus  what  has  been  proved  a 
serious  channel  of  infection  will  be  done  away 
with. 

"With  no  horses,  or  few  of  them,  another 
danger  largely  disappears — the  blowing  about 
of  dried  manure.  When  this  manure  is  moist 
it  is  not  dangerous,  but  once  dry  it  can  blow 
about  everywhere  and  carry  germs  directly 
into  households.  Instead  of  being  ventilated 
from  above,  where  the  air  is  purest  and  freest 
from  contagion,  our  buildings  are  ventilated 
from  below.  Some  houses  that  I  know  of  are 
arranged  the  other  way.  but  they  are  very 
few.  Were  it  not  for  the  horses  in  the  cities 
a  large  part  of  the  street-cleaning  of  to-day 
would  be  unnecessary.  Much  contagion  comes 
from  this  source.  Under  these  new  condi- 
tions it  will  be  avoided." 

Dr.  Walsh  says  the  bacillus  of  tetanus  is 
often  carried  to  the  cities  in  hay  f)r  straw. 
With  no  horses,  and  consequently  little  im- 
portation of  this  fodder,  the  tetanus  bacillus 
would  seldom  have  a  chance  to  appear  here. 
A  bacillus  that  proves  even  more  d;ingerous 
on  the  whole.  Dr.  Walsh  thinks,  is  one  of  the 
varieties  of  the  colon  bacillus.  This  finds  a 
good    breeding    place    in    the    intestinal    tract 


of  the  horse,  and  while  its  presence  does  not 
affect  the  horse  at  all,  once  released  it  is  the 
bacillus  that  is  instrumental  in  bringing  on 
all  choleraic  disorders,  especially  in  the  cases 
of  very  young  children.  The  spread  of  bac- 
teria such  as  these,  according  to  this  physi- 
cian's theory,  is  most  widely  accomplished 
bv  the  horse. 


Automobile  News  Service. 
London,  Jan.  8. — Owing  to  the  intense  pub- 
lic anxiety  all  over  England  to  obtain  the  lat- 
est news  from  the  front  the  proprietors  of  sev- 
eral London  newspapers  have  inaugurated  an 
automobile  express  system  for  the  distribution 
of  war  news.  One  line  of  motor  cars  runs  to 
Richmond,  Teddington  and  neighboring 
densely  populated  districts.  Others  traverse 
the  East  End,  running  through  Bethnal 
Green,  Tottenham,  Edmonton  and  Wood 
Green.  Four  motors  start  every  Sunday 
noon  with  news  which  has  arrived  after  the 
Sunday  papers  have  gone  to  press.  Four 
more  leave  the  war  bulletin  offices  at  6  o'clock 
Sunday  evening  carrying  extra  editions  with 
latest  intelligence  of  the  movements  of  troop.-; 
and  of  the  killed  and  wounded. 


Exhibit  of  War  Automobiles. 

Paris,  Jan  6. — The  military  authorities  are 
studying  seriously  the  utilization  of  automo- 
biles in  army  operations.  The  Ministry  of 
War  probably  will  be  represented  at  the  Ex- 
position by  different  models  of  machines,  to 
be  shown  in  the  pavilion  of  the  Ministry  of 
War,  which  include  officers'  carriages,  tricy- 
cles for  dispatch  bearers  and  wagons  for  tele- 
graph, telephone,  medical,  ammunition  and 
commissariat  services.  All  these  automobiles 
are  painted  gray. 


The  De  Dion  Motor  Factory. 

The  factory  of  Count  De  Dion,  in  the 
outskirts  of  Paris,  is  now  turning  out  mo- 
tors at  the  rate  of  14,000  a  year,  and  yet  they 
are  almost  hopelessly  behind  with  their  or- 
ders. They  are  just  on  the  point  of  opening 
a  gigantic  new  factory,  not  to  supersede  the 
old,  but  as  a  sort  of  new  wing.  They  have 
more  than  ■  enough  work  in  hand  to  keep 
both   going. 


American  Entry  Received. 

The  Automobile  Club  of  America  received 
official  notice  last  week  from  the  French  Au- 
tomobile Club  that  the  3,0fl0  francs  to  be  post- 
ed in  connection  with  the  coming  automobile 
race  had  been  safely  received  and  the  entries 
from  the  .A.merican  Club  had  been  formally 
accepted.  This  means  that  three  representa- 
tives from  this  country  will  be  allowed  to  take 
part  in  the  great  automobile  race  to  be  held 
in  France  next  July.  One  of  the  conditions  of 
the  pronosed  race  was  that  all  entries  and  the 
money  to  be  posted  should  he  in  the  hands  of 
the  French  officials  by  January  1.     The  com- 


munication from  the  local  club  was  sent  on 
La  Bretagne,  which  was  late  in  arriving,  and 
it  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  money 
reached  the  French  officials  just  as  the  time 
limit  was  about  to  expire.  Mr.  Alexander 
Winton,  of  Cleveland,  and  two  other  members 
of  the  Automobile  Club  will  be  the  American, 
representatives,  and  special  machines  are  being 
built  for  them  to  use  in  the  race. 


Side-Paths  in  Connecticut. 

The  Connecticut  Division  of  the  League  of 
American  Wheelmen  has  under  consideration 
a  plan  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  cycle 
pitlhs,  by  establishing  a  bureau  of  informa- 
tion pertaining  to  the  subject,  in  order  that 
intending  builders  of  paths  may  be  furnished 
with  all  obtainable  data  and  may  have  the 
benefit  of  the  experience  of  others  without 
charge.  The  division  also  intends  to  act  as 
trustee  for  the  funds  subscribed  for  cycle 
paths,  whenever  such  a  course  is  advisable, 
in  order  to  insure  the  proper  disposition  of 
the  money. 


One-Hundred-and-Twenty-Miie  Race. 

Paris,  Jan.  G. — M.  Chauchard,  the  vice-pres- 
ident of  the  Nice  Automobile  Club,  gives  a 
cup  to  be  raced  for  by  the  members,  who  now 
number  more  than  a  hundred,  at  Nice.  Near- 
ly all  will  start  for  the  race,  which  will  come 
off  on  Sunday,  January  28,  or  the  following 
Sunday.  The  course  is  200  kilometres,  and 
is  to  be  selected  in  the  Department  of  the 
Var. 


Cup  Race  in  Belgium. 

Paris,  Jan.  G. — The  Belgian  Automobile 
Club  has  decided  that  automobiles  desirous 
of  competing  for  the  international  cup  must 
take  part  in  a  preliminary  race  in  Belgium. 

No  other  club  having  accepted  the  chal- 
lenge, the  race  remains  confined  to  repre- 
sentatives of  the  automobile  clubs  of  France, 
America,  Germany,  Belgium  and  Italy. 


Daimler  Buys  Land. 

The  Daimler  Mfg.  Co.,  makers  of  the  Daim- 
ler automobiles,  have  purchased  from  Stein- 
way  &  Sons  five  pieces  of  land  at  Steinway, 
Long  Island  City,  upon  which  the  factories 
of  the  company  are  situated.  The  consider- 
ation was  $48,000.  The  property  is  on  Win- 
throp  avenue,  Kouwenhoven  street  and  Stein- 
way and  Riker  avenues. 


Five  Nations  in  Auto  Race. 

Paris,  Jan.  6. — Germany,  Italy,  Belgium, 
France  and  America  have  made  entries  for 
the  international  automobile  race. 


Big  Automobile  Club. 

There  are  2,015  members  in  the  Automobile 
Club    of  France. 


Bicycle  Sundries  Catalogued. 

If  there  is  anything  in  the  line  of  bicycle 
sundries  that  is  not  shown  in  the  catalogue 
of  Farwell,  Ozmun,  Kirk  &  Co.,  of  St.  Paul, 
Minn.,  it  will  not  be  missed.  This  firm  sup- 
plies a  very  large  part  of  the  sundries  mar- 
keted to  the  northwestern  trade  and  it  is  ad- 
mirably equipped  for  the  purpose.  This  cat- 
alogue is  particularly  interesting  to  dealers 
and  repairers. 
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SINGLE-TUBE  TIRES. 


THE    TILLINGHAST     PATENT 
HAS    BEEN    SUSTAINED 

By  a  decree  in  the  U.  S.  Court  of  the  First  Circuit  on  Nov.  14,  1899. 

The  following  licensees  alone  are  authorized  to  make  and  sell  Single-Tube  Tires 
for  bicycles: 


B.  F.  GOODRICH  CO. 
HARTFORD  RUBBER  WORKS. 
REVERE  RUBBER  CO. 
MECHANICAL  FABRIC  CO. 
FISK  RUBBER  CO. 

PHILADELPHIA 


BOSTON  WOVEN  HOSE  &  RUBBER  CO. 
NEWTON  RUBBER  WORKS. 
HODGMAN  RUBBER  CO. 
L.  C.  CHASE  &  CO. 
WESTERN  WHEEL  WORKS. 
RUBBER    COMPANY. 

All  licenses  heretofore  held  by  other  manufacturers  have  been  cancelled  for 
non-payment  of  royalty.  A  claim  by  any  manufacturer  except  the  above  to  have 
a  valid  license  is  false. 

No  licenses  covering  tires  for  use  on  vehicles  have  as  yet  been  issued. 

Manufacturers,  dealers  and  all  other  persons  are  warned  not  to  make,  sell  or  use 
any  unlicensed  tires. 

The  undersigned  believes  it  wiser  to  rely  on  the  opinion  and  decree  of  a  Judge 
of  the  United  States  Court,  after  nearly  a  year's  mature  consideration  of  evidence, 
briefs  and  arguments,  than  on  the  opinion  of  any  firm  of  lawyers  whatsoever,  and 
notifies  the  trade  that  he  shall  claim  full  damages  for  future  infringements. 

THEODORE  A.  DODGE, 

Kindly    mention  The   Wheel.  RoOM    I  5O3   LoRDS   CoURT   BlDG.  ,    2  J  WiLLIAM   St.  ,    NeW  YoRK. 


I 


St®- 


*^Ohf  RMCORD !  how  many  abortions  are  perpetrated 
in    thy  name  !  '^ 


RECORD  No.  1. 


Notwithstanding  the  many  palpable  infringements, 


RBCORD  PMDALS 

hold  premier  position   to-day.     Originality  counts,  even  in  this  humdrum  world. 
Ask  your  dealer  for  them  and  be  sure  and  see  if  they  are  properly  stamped. 
If  they  are  not,  they  are  imitations. 


niBBARD,  SPENCER,  BARTLETT  &  CO.,        RECORD    PlDAL   rlFG.    CO., 

221  Coloflibus  Ave.,  Boston,  Mass. 


Chicaeo,  llh, 

Chicago    Distributing    Agents. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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AMERICAN  TRADE  IN  TIRKEY. 


Consul-General    Providing   for   an    Increase  by  Es- 

tablistiing  a  Permanent 

Exposition. 

•   Consul-General  Dickinson, stationed  at  Con- 
stantinople, in  a  report  to  the  State  Depart- 
ment, sends  an  article  describing  the  condi- 
tions affecting  the  present  effort  of  American 
manufacturers  to  secure  a  part  of  the  business 
of  Turkey  and  the  neighboring  countries.    As 
it  is  intended  to  be  in  the  interest  of  Ameri- 
can trade  generally  bicycle  manufacturers  may 
profit  by  a  perusal  of  it.     The  article  reads:  ^ 
The  Constantinople  correspondent  of  Sell's 
Commercial   Intelligence,   of  London,   writes 
that  the  Consul-General  of  the  United  States, 
who  has  already  succeeded  in  establishing  a 
direct  steamer  line  between  America  and  Con- 
stantinople, is  now  occupied  in  accomplishing 
an  enterprise  which  is  followed  with  lively  in- 
terest  by   the    commercial    world.       He   has 
formed  a  company  of  sixty  manufacturers  and 
American  exporters  with  a  view  to  create  at 
Constantinople    a    permanent    exposition    of 
American  merchandise. 

Thirty  or  forty  cases  of  goods  have  already 
been  received,  others  are  on  the  way,  and  sev- 
eral of  the  principal  exporters  of  the  United 
States  are  expected,  in  person,  to  regulate  all 
the  details  of  the  working  of  the  institution. 

At  present  it  has  not  been  decided  what  the 
exact  nature  of  the  operations  will  be— sales 
at  wholesale  or  retail,  or  only  orders  taken 
from  the  samples  exhibited. 

Whatever  may  be  the  decision,  it  is  inter- 
esting from  a  financial  point  of  view  to  note 
that  the  Consul  has  succeeded  in  concluding, 
with  a  local  banker,  an  arrangement,  thanks 
to  which  the  future  establishment  will  be  pro- 
tected irom  the  risks  necessarily  incurred  in 
granting  credit  in  a  foreign  place.  Without 
credit,  in  short,  it  would  scarcely  be  possible 
to  conduct  business. 

It  is  generally  thought  that  the  success  of 
the  enterprise  will  not  be  complete  unless  its 
promoters  give  it  a  wider  scope  than  was  at 
first  planned.  In  fact,  Constantinople  has 
ceased  to  be  the  natural  centre  for  supplymg 
Turkey.  The  inhabitants  of  the  provinces  of 
the  Empire  no  longer  come  there  to  make 
their  purchases;  they  make  them  in  the  city 
nearest  their  home. 

As  to  the  sellers  in  the  interior  of  the  coun- 
try, they  are  mostly  Armenian  merchants  who 
make   their  purchases  directly  in   Europe   or 


America,  and  would  not  patronize  the  pro- 
posed depot  unless  they  could  find  bettei 
prices  there. 

It  would  then  be  desirable  to  establish  a 
central  depot  supplied  by  a  hundred  com- 
bined houses.  This  depot  should  have 
branches  in  the  principal  cities  of  the  interior. 
To  each  branch  should  be  attached  a  .good 
.native  traveler,  and  he  should  have  in  store  a 
stock  of  all  the  usual  articles  for  sale  in  the 
region,  for  the  country  people,  who  are  the 
principal  customers,  are  not  in  the  habit  of 
giving  their  orders  in  advance.  They  buy  at 
the  time  and  to  the  extent  of  their  present 
needs,  and  pay  cash  when  they  can  or  ask 
credit  until  the  next  harvest. 

Each  branch  store  should  be  in  charge  of  a 
local  merchant,  who  should  pay  cash  for  the 
goods  furnished  him  or  at  least  should  give 
good  security.  He  should  be  responsible  for 
credit  given  by  him. 

The  Consul  says:  There  have  been  sub- 
stantial additions  within  the  last  thirty  days 
to  the  number  of  American  exporters  under 
whose  auspices  an  exposition  has  been  opened 
in  this  city.  The  combination  now  includes 
108  manufacturers  and  exporters,  and  nego- 
tiations with  others  are  in  progress. 


January  11, 

cxliibits  almost  completely  overshadowed 
those  of  cycles.  The  French  cycle  houses 
have  for  some  time  past  been  fighting  shy  of 
the  shows,  and  it  will  be  recollected  that  last 
year  the  cycle  section  was  practically 
swamped  by  the  products  of  American  cycle 
manufacturers,  and  the  French  exhibitors 
played  a  very  minor  part  indeed.  ^ 

—  -^         p 

Tlie  1900  Heatings.       f  L   " 
The  new  line  of  Keating  bicycles  contains 
many  new  and  desirable  features,  and  is  thor- 
oughly in  keeping  with  the   standard   set  by 
the    Keating    Wheel    &    Automobile    Co.,    of 


Trade  Changes. 

Brockton,  Mass.— Warren  E.  Vail,  chattel  mortgage, 
$1,000. 
Paterson,  N.  J.— James  Grundy,  sold  by  auction. 
Pittsburg,  Pa. — B.  G.  Coble,  executions,  $152. 
Bridgeton,   N.  J.— Miller  Bicycle  Works  will  occupy 
Creamer  &  Sparks'  factory  building. 

Soraerville,    N.    J.— Garretson    Cycle    Co.    will    move 
into  new  quarters  March  1. 

Buffalo,    N.   Y.— W.    H.    Penseyres  and    C.   Haberer 
filed   petitions  in  voluntary  bankruptcy. 

Johnstown,   N.   Y.— Geo.   E.   Fulton   Co.,   partnership 
dissolved. 

Cleveland,    O.— H.    S.   Moore   &    Co.,    succeeded   by 
H.   S.  Moore. 

Canton,    O.— Spark    Bicycle    Mfg.    Co.,    damaged    by 
fire. 
Haverhill,  Mass.— E.  P.  Blake  Co.,  incorporated. 
Portland,    Ore.— Wm.    Lea,   store   damaged   by   fire; 
loss  $1,000. 

Cincinnati,    O.— Alpine   Safe    &    Cycle   Works,    store 
damaged  by  floor  falling. 

Worcester,   Mass.— Casey   Bros.,   D.  F.  Casey,   dead. 
Louisville,    Ky.— Prince    Wells,    store    damaged    by 
fire. 

Collinsville,   Conn.— Home  Bros.,   erecting  factory  to 
make  bicycle  parts. 


Middletown,  Conn.  All  models  are  equipped 
with  the  Keating  noiseless  double-roller 
chain.  They  have  new  style  fork  crowns, 
cranks    and    other    distinctive    features    which 


will  appeal  to  the  dealer  and  rider.  The  fa- 
mous "curve"  is  still  a  part  of  Keating  con- 
struction. Two  of  the  new  models  are  illus- 
trated. 


An  Excellent  Plan. 

To  preserve  the  smart  appearance  of  a  bi- 
c>cle,  keep  some  enamel  always  handy,  and 
vvhcnever  a  slight  scratch  appears  paint  it  over 
carefully  with  a  camel's-hair  brush.  If  the 
enamel  is  slightly  warmed  it  dries  with  a  bet- 
ter finish.  In  this  way  a  machine  will  look 
like  new  after  more  than  a  year's  use. 


The  french  Cycle  Show. 

The  Exposition  Internationale  du  Cycle, 
which  was  opened  on  Dec.  20,  at  the  Salle 
Wagram,  Paris,  was  much  less  of  a  cycle 
than    an    autocar   show.     In    fact,    automobile 


Snow  Holders  Are  Adjustable. 

WHEN    SET    AKE     FIRM. 

Wheels  cannot  fall  over  after  being  put  in  holder. 
Used  in  bicycle  stores,  public  buildmgs,  omces, 
stores,churches,schools.£actories,  in  fact  anywhere. 
No  bicycle  store  complete  without  them.  Various 
styles  furnished  in  any  finish.  Write  for  prices. 
SNOW  WIRE  WORKS. 
Established  1834.    78-84  Exchange  St.,  ROCHESTER.  N.  Y. 


SCHRADER    UNIVERSAL    VALVE 


KOTICE. 

Manufacturers  of  Bicycles,  Jobbers 
and  Dealers : 

In  order  to  facilitate  the 
obtaining  of 


I  Parts  of  tbe  Scbrader  Universal  Ualve 


I  have  concluded  to  sell  parts 
only  to  the  general  trade. 

Parts  9i)-l,  99-2,  99-3,  99-4  may  be  had  from  all 
tire-makers,  or  from  A.  Schr.*.der'S  Son.  Price- 
list  sent  on  application. 


Trade=lVlark  Registered  April  30,  1895. 

SIMPLE  AND 
ABSOLUTELY  AIR-TIGHT. 

MANUFACTURED   BY 

A.  SCHRADER'S  SON, 

Established  1844, 

30  and  32  Rose  Street, 

NEW  YORK,  U.S.  A. 


99-2 


99-4, 


89-3 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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D.  &  Jr  HANGERS 


"D.&  J."  TANDEM. 


I 


ABSOLUTELY    THE    BEST    AND  .  .  . 
GUARANTEED    AS   LONG   AS   USED. 

Single, 

Tandem. 
Triplet 

and  Quad. 

We  make  a  special  racing  Hanger  for 
both  Single  and  Tandem.  We  also  make  a  Hanger  which  fits 
all  standard  Brackets  Immediate  Shipments  Guaranteed. 

4-(i4-®+®-f  ®-f®4®>^S4(!HKS)><SH^-f®><s^^  f®4<!)>^)4®>^j>4®4<S)4®4<i}4®4K5H^®>K5^f^^ 


PARK  CITY   MFG.  CO.,   incorporated, 

N.  "W.  Cor.  Jackson  &  Clinton  Sts.,  Chicago.    ® 


8  IN   SEVERAL   DISTRICTS   WE  WANT 


I 


Ask  us  about  it,  and 


IT  MAY    BE   IN   YOURS. 


: 


UNION  BieYetES. 

Union  6ycle  Mfg.  6o.,  Highlandville,  Mass.  I 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

♦ 


SNOW   CHAINS 


SNOW    CHAINS 
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J  SOLE  SELLING  AGENTS; 

I        CROSBY  &  MAYER  CO., 

♦ 
♦ 


Are  as  perfect  as  the  most  modern  machinery, 
operated  by  skilled  mechanics,  can  make  them. 


Are   beautifully   finished   and   can   be   supplied 
in  any  style  desired. 


SNOW    CHAINS 


Are   guaranteed   to   be   absolutely   satisfactory. 


SNOW  CYCLE  CHAIN  CO., 

SYRACUSE,  N.  Y. 
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^  BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 

^  Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  ^ 
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The  Cycle  in  War  Times* 


BY   A   TRANSVAAL   CORRESPONDENT. 


Racing  IMen  at  Front. 

The  Transvaal  correspondent  of  "Bicyc- 
ling News"  gives  another  interesting  ac- 
count of  the  part  taken  by  cyclists  in  the 
Boer-British  war,  as  follows: 

A  short  time  ago  I  wrote  a  few  notes  upon 
the  use  of  the  cycle  by  spies  in  the  Transvaal. 
There  was  but  little  benefit  to  be  gained  by 
those  who  were  commandeered  in  that  coun- 
try for  the  purpose  of  scouting  and  spying  as 
we  explained,  owing  to  the  poor  roads  which 
exist  throughout  the  two  Republics,  and  also 
on  account  of  the  wet  season.  In  that  article 
I  referred  to  the  cycle  volunteers  in  the  Eng- 
lish camps,  and  I  now  have  some  further  in- 
teresting points  to  give  of  the  work  per- 
formed by  our  riders.  In  both  the  enemy's 
and  our  forces  many  prominent  athletes  and 
cyclists  may  be  found  whose  distinction  will 
be  remembered  by  all  followers  of  sport.  In 
the  Boer  ranks  they  were  commandeered 
either  as  Dutchmen  or  as  being  burghers  of 
the  State.  Their  old  acquaintance  with  their 
English  and  Uitlander  promoters  of  competi- 
tions was  of  no  avail  in  deterring  them  from 
the  obligations  imposed  by  their  War  Office. 
J.  M.  Griebenow,  ior  instance,  who  visited 
England  last  year  to  represent  South  Africa 
in  the  World's  and  N.  C.  U.  championships, 
was  commandeered,  long  before  the  declara- 
tion of  war,  to  serve  as  a  dispatch  rider 
in  company  with  less  renowned  cyclists. 
"Mike,"  for  such  was  his  popular  name, 
never  anticipated  being  lured  into  the  field 
for  spying,  scouting,  or  any  other  hostile 
purpose  against  the  country  which  had 
treated  him  so  well,  for  he  said  to  me,  "When 
the  rainy  season  comes,  what  use  will  a  bike 
be  to  us?"  His  sympathies  were  never  pro- 
Boer  and  anti-English,  for  he  was  an  Eng- 
lishman at  heart,  after  many  years  of  friend- 
ship with  English  sportsmen.  C.  Kruger,  the 
holder  of  the  South  African  mile  and  five 
miles  championships,  run  at  Durban  this  year, 
and  the  little  Michael  of  that  country  was 
similarly  placed,  but  I  believe  he  managed  to 
evade  the  arms  of  the  Transvaal  law  by  es- 
caping to  Cape  Colony. 

I  have  been  among  our  troops  in  Natal 
recently,  and  was  surprised  to  find  so  large  a 
number  of  cyclists  of  racing  fame  in  the  cy- 
cling contingents  of  some  of  the  volunteer 
forces.  For  example,  there  are  two  young 
riders,  F.  W.  Grey  and  T.  M.  Southam,  both 
under  22  years  of  age,  who  are  acting  as  cycle 
dispatch  riders  and  scouts  for  the  Durban 
Light  Infantry.  The  roads  in  Natal  permit  of 
this  useful  company  in  a  corps,  but  they  are 
very  heavy  after  the  rain,  which  falls  in 
Africa  like  a  small  waterspout.  These  two 
riders  belong  to  a  triplet — the  third  being 
J.  E.  George — who  were  known  as  "The 
Shadows"  because  of  their  slimness,  yet  Grey 
and  George  hold  a  useful  tandem  record  of 
30  miles  850  yards  for  one  hour.  Southam 
and  Grey  had  a  very  exciting  experience  the 
other  day,  when  riding  a  tandem  on  dispatch 
work  from  37  miles  distant.  All  went  well 
until  the  hissing  of  bullets  informed  them  of 
Boer  patrols  in  the  neighborhood,  which  was 


very  much  nearer  than  either  cared  for.  Re- 
senting such  interference,  and  wishing  to  try 
their  luck,  they  dismounted,  released  their 
Martini-Enfields  from  their  backs,  and  took 
an  excellent  aim  at  the  aggressive  enemy, 
which  resulted  in  their  bringing  down  two  on 
the  pop.  Delighted  with  their  successful 
debut  in  a  new  branch  of  sport,  they  pro- 
ceeded on  their  errand. 

Speaking  of  potting  men,  reminds  me  of 
the  account  of  a  Gordon  Highlander  who 
was  in  the  Elands  Laagte  engagement. 
While  in  Ladysmith,  I  visited  the  camp  hos- 
pitals. In  one  I  found  a  Scottie  chatting  with 
a  wounded  comrade  of  his  regiment.  He  was 
relating  to  me  the  charge  up  the  hill,  and  the 
magnificent  shooting  of  some  of  our  men. 
One  of  the  finest  shots,  though,  was  made 
just  at  the  moment  when  the  white  flag  was 
shown  by  the  enemy.  Those  of  the  Boers  in 
the  surrendered  company  stood  their  ground, 
but  one  on  the  right  flank  thought  escape  the 
better  part  of  valor,  and  took  to  his  heels  at 
a  sprint.  The  Gordon  objected  to  such  a 
show  of  athletic  sports  on  a  battlefield,  and. 
to  use  his  own  words,  "took  a  pot  at  the 
bird  on  the  wing."  He  was  quite  satisfied 
with  bringing  the  'man  down,  having  hit  him 
in  the  leg,  and  was  delighted  when  he  was 
told  that  he  was  Phil  Blignaut,  the  South 
African  champion,  and  the  man  who  was  sent 
to  England  last  year  to  represent  South 
Africa  in  the  English  championships.  With- 
out comment  on  Blignaut  fighting  against  us 
in  our  enemy's  forces,  I  fear  he  will  never  be 
fit  to  perform  again  what  he  has  done  in  the 
past.  The  short  sprint  in  even  time  was  a 
usual  feat  for  him;  49  sec.  for  the  quarter  was 
always  within  him  when  in  condition.  I  need 
not  remind  my  readers  of  the  manner  m 
which  he  and  H.  Morkel,  another  combatant 
against  us,  who  was  sent  over  last  year  by  the 
South  African  Amateur  Athletic  Association, 
swept  the  board  in  the  French  championships 
of  all  the  athletic  events  for  which  they  were 
entered. 


Enthusiastic  Good  Road  Meeting. 

One  of  the  most  enthusiastic  meetings  of 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Good  Roads 
Association  of  Long  Island  held  in  years  took 
place  last  week,  at  Alexander  Schwalbach's,  in 
Biooklyn.  The  newly-elected  president,  James 
D.  Bell,  one  of  the  Bridge  Commissioners,  has 
thrown  considerable  enthusiasm  into  the  As- 
sociation, and  much  good  work  ought  to  be 
accomplished  during  the  year.  Of  the  twenty- 
five  members  of  the  committee  twenty-two 
were  present  at  the  meeting  last  week.  The 
announcement  was  made  that  State  Engineer 
Bond  had  sent  out  an  invitation  to  all  the 
supervisors  of  the  different  counties  to  attend 
a  good  roads  meeting  to  be  held  at  Albany 
on  January  20.  The  supervisors  of  Queens, 
SuiTolk  and  Nassau  counties  will  attend  the 
meeting.  It  is  proposed  to  discuss  the  Hig- 
bie-Armstrong  bill  and  to  ask  the  Legisla- 
ture for  an  appropriation  of  $1,000,000  for 
good  road  work  in  the  State.  Last  year  the 
I-egislature    appropriated    only    $50,000.     The 


new  Bridge  Committee  appointed  by  Presi- 
dent Bell  is  as  follows:  H.  B.  Fullerton,  Eu- 
gene La  Manna,  J.  Valentine,  A.  H.  Angel 
and  A.  Schwalbach.  Park  Commissioner 
Brower  promises  that  the  old  cycle  path  lead- 
ing to  Coney  Island  shall  be  rebuilt  in  its 
entirety  in  the  early  spring,  and  that  improve- 
ments shall  be  made  on  the  new  path.  Presi- 
dent Bell  will  entertain  the  good  roads  work- 
ers and  certain  city  officials  at  a  dinner  to  be 
held  at  the  Hanover  Club  in  February. 


The  Bundy  Table  Lamp. 

A  Wheel  man  recently  examined  the  table 
acetylene  gas  lamp  manufactured  by  the 
Frank  E.  Bundy  Lamp  &  Sundry  Co.,  of 
Elmira.  The  difficulty  which  has  been  over- 
come in  this  lamp  is  the  gradual  extinguish- 
ment of  the  flame.  This  difficulty  will  be  dis- 
covered by  the  owner  of  almost  any  bicycle 
lamp,  by  lighting  the  lamp  and  permitting  it 
to  stand  quietly  for  a  time.  The  Wheel  man 
expected  to  find  considerable  mechanism  in 
the  Bundy  table  lamp  to  overcome  this 
trouble,  and  was  surprised  to  find  it  con- 
structed on  exactly  the  same  principles  as 
the  Bundy  bicycle  lamp,  railway  lantern,  phy- 
sicians' lamp,  etc.  The  water  drip  is  auto- 
matically regulated  by  the  gas  pressure.  The 
water  drips  to  the  bottom  of  the  carbide 
chamber  through  a  perforated  tube.  From 
this  tube  the  water  permeates  the  surround- 
ing carbide.  Gas  is  formed,  passes  up  and 
is  burned.  As  in  the  Bundy  bicycle  lamp,  the 
water  can  be  turned  off  at  any  time.  The  gas 
will  continue  to  form  and  burn  for,  say,  half 
an  hour,  but  the  lamp  can  be  instantly  re- 
lighted next  night,  or  at  any  time,  until  all 
the  carbide  is  consumed.  The  lamp  is  of  the 
"student"  variety,  and  is  a  great  advance  over 
the  acetylene  table  lamps  which  are  con- 
nected with  a  gas  generator  placed  under  the 
table. 


Colleges  Interested  in  Roads. 

One  feature  of  the  road  improvement  work 
in  Michigan,  as  referred  to  by  Chief  Consul 
Earle,  of  the  L.  A.  W.,  is  as  follows:  I  have 
tried  to  get  the  colleges  and  preparatory 
schools  to  do  something  toward  teaching  the 
needs  of  good  roads,  the  cost  of  bad  roads, 
how  to  build  good  roads  and  how  to  maintain 
them  after  they  are  built;  so  far  have  met  with 
no  perceivable  effect,  except  at  the  Michigan 
Agricultural  College  at  Lansing,  and  it  gives 
me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  that 
Professor  I.  R.  Taft  has  taken  up  the  matter 
in  such  a  way  as  to  merit  out  highest  esteem; 
he  is  building  several  samples  of  good  roads 
on  the  agricultural  grounds,  and  I  predict  that 
when  he  gets  these  fairly  planted  you  will  soon 
see  samples  built  in  other  parts  of  the  State. 


Charles  River  Park  Leased  for  Baseball. 

Boston,  I\Iass.,  Jan.  8. — Charles  River  Park, 
just  across  the  river  in  Cambridge,  hereto- 
fore used  as  a  bicycle  track,  has  been  leased 
for  baseball  purposes,  for  a  term  of  five  years. 
The  owners  of  the  property  refuse  to  give  the 
names  of  the  parties  to  the  contract,  but  it  is 
well  known  that  the  leasing  of  the  grounds 
is  the  first  step  toward  putting  a  Boston  nine 
in  the  American  Association  next  season. 


Tom   Eck  will  open  a  large   roller-skating 
rink  in  Minneapolis  late  this  month. 


Adjustable   handle-bars   have   not   yet   been 
adopted  to  any  extent  in  England. 
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NOTICE  TO  THE  TRADE. 


In  response  to  a  circular  letter  recently  issued  by  the  American  Bicycle  Com- 
pany, the  attorneys  of  the  Cycle  Trades  Protective  Association  have  written  the 
American  Bicycle  Company  as  follows: 

American  Bicycle  Company, 

Park  Row  Building,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Gentlemen: — We  beg  to  notify  you  that  our  firm  has  been  retained 
to  attend  to  the  patent  matters  of  the  Independent  Bicycle  Manufac- 
turers throughout  the  United  States  who  have  organized  themselves  into 
an  association  known  as  Cycle  Trades  Protective  Association. 

The  more  immediate  purpose  of  this  notice  is  to  render  superflu- 
ous any  more  published  warnings  to  the  trade  like  your  circular  letter 
of  recent  date,  of  alleged  infringement  of  United  States  patent  No. 
392,913,  dated  November  13,  1888,  to  William  E.  Smith,  for  an  improve- 
ment in  bicycles,  by  our  stating  to  you  that  we  do  not  believe  that  any 
member  of  the  Association  will  take  a  license  under  the  patent.  The 
Association  will  defend  against  any  suit  you  may  bring  against  its  mem- 
bers charging  infringement,  and  the  members  have  been  notified  to 
place  in  our  hands  the  defense  of  any  suit  or  suits  you  may  enter 
against  any  one  or  more  of  them  for  infringement  of  this  patent. 

In  this  connection  we  would  suggest  if  you  intend  to  sue  for  in- 
fringement of  the  Smith  patent  that  you  promptly  bring  the  suit  against 
a  member  of  the  Cycle  Trades  Protective  Association,  and  discontinue 
the  publication  of  notices  threatening  the  trade.  If  you  will  do  'this, 
we  will  do  our  part  toward  expediting,  as  much  as  the  nature  of  the 
case  will  permit,   the  progress  of  the  suit  to  final  ^hearing. 

Respectfully, 


(Signed), 


Dyrenforth  &  Dyrenforth. 


Notice  is  hereby  given  that  the  Cycle  Trades  Protective  Association  has  ample 
defense  of  any  action  brought  for  infringement  of  the  Smith  patent  No.  392,913, 
and  has  instructed  its  attorneys  to  defend  any  such  suit  against  a  member  or  mem- 
bers of  the  Association  or  any  of  their  customers. 

.   ^  F.  I.  JOHNSON,  Iver  Johnson  Arms  &   Cycle  Works; 

F,  P.  ELDREDGE,  National  Sewing  Machine  Co.; 

W.  H.  CROSBY,  Crosby  &  Mayer  Co.; 

C.  H.  METZ,  Waltham  Mfg.  Co.; 

H.  P.  SNYDER,  H.  P.  Snyder  Mfg.  Co.; 

P.   T.  ANDRAE,  Julius   Andrae   &  Sons   Co.; 

L.  H.  MANSON,  Manson  Cycle  Co., 

TRUSTEES. 
S.   A.  MILES,   Secretary. 
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Notes  By  the  Way. 
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The  Hottest  Coon  in  Tennessee. 

T.  C.  Walden,  better  known  as  "Buck," 
who  has  covered  the  South  in  the  interest  of 
Monarch  bicycles  during  the  past  two  or 
three  seasons,  can  relate  some  peculiar  expe- 
riences, and  the  following  incident  is  said  to 
have  come  under  his  observation  last  year: 

A  steamboat  descending  the  Tennessee 
river  had  landed  to  discharge  some  agricul- 
tural implements  and  take  on  a.  few  bales  of 
cotton  at  a  place  whose  principal  structures 
seemed  to  be  a  haystack  and  a  shock  of  fod- 
der. When  the  stage  was  thrown  out  a  ne- 
gro boy,  wearing  a  tattered  straw  hat,  a  rag- 
ged hickory  shirt  and  the  most  disreputable 
pair  of  cottonade  trousers  that  ever  hung 
from  one  "gallus,"  came  aboard  and  asked 
for  the  captain.  He  explained  that  his  em- 
ployer, who  lived  about  two  miles  back  from 
the  river,  was  ill  and  in  need  of  some  tur- 
pentine, 'which  the  country  merchant  was  un- 
able to  furnish,  and  he  had  come  to  the  river 
in  the  hope  that  he  might  be  supplied  from 
a  passing  boat.  The  captain  found  a  pint 
flask,  which  he  filled  with  turpentine,  and. 
having  no  cork,  inserted  a  wad  of  paper  for 
a  stopper.  The  negro  took  the  bottle  and 
slipped  it,  neck  downward,  into  the  hip-pOcket 
of  his  trousers.  He  then  climbed  the  bank, 
mounted  a  superannuated  roan  mule,  which 
was  without  a  saddle,  and  was  steered  with 
a  frazzled  rope  halter,  and  hit  the  road  for 
the  plantation. 

Just  as  the  boat  swung  out  into  the  stream 
a  shriek  of  agony  was  heard  from  away  up 
the  road,  and  the  passengers,  who  were 
standing  on  the  hurricane  deck  with  the  cap- 
tain, saw  the  negro  running  toward  the  river 
at  break-neck  speed,. yelling  at  every  jump, 
while  his  mule  stood  in  the  road  and  gazed 
after   him   in   astonishment. 

"That  boy  has  forgotten  something,  cap- 
tain,'' said  Buck  to  the  boss  mariner. 

"On  the  contrary,  he  seems  to  have  just 
found  it  out,"  said  the  captain,  "and,  judging 
from  the  energy  he  displays,  it  is  good  bet- 
ting that  he  will  never  forget  it."  And,  as 
the  negro  leaped  from  the  bank  into  twenty 
feet  of  water,  the  captain  added,  philosophi- 
cally, "I  think  there  is  enough  water  there  to 
reduce  the  temperature  of  the  hottest  coon 
in  Tennessee,  but  I'm  sorry  for  the  man  who 
needs  turpentine,  for  I  haven't  time  to  stop  to 
fill  his  bottle  again." 


Bald's  Plucky  Ride. 

"The  first  man  who  ever  defeated  Eddie 
Bald  in  a  bicj'cle  race  was  Joe  Schmidt,  who 
afterwards  became  Buffalo's  best  foot-racer," 
said  an  old  member  of  the  Buffalo  Ramblers, 
recently.  "I  remember  the  circumstances  very 
well.  It  was  in  '91,  and  it  happened  at  Spring- 
ville.  Eddie,  Schmidt  and  a  dozen  or  so  other 
members  of  the  Roamers'  Bicycle  Club,  tlic 
headquarters  of  which  were  near  Bald's 
house,  made  arrangements  to  take  the  only 
forenoon  train  for  Springville,  which  left  at 
about  8  o'clock.  Eddie  and  Schmidt  were 
both  entered  in  two  of  the  events  there,  and 


they  were  sure  of  getting  the  prizes.  But  a 
disappointment  was  in  store  for  Bald.  He 
came  around  to  the  clubhouse,  and,  with 
tears  in  his  eyes,  said:  'Boys,  I  can't  go  with 
you  to  Springville.  The  old  man  says  I've 
got  to  deliver  my  meat  first,  and  I  can't  pos- 
sibly catch  that  8  o'clock  train.' 

"Of  course  everybody  was  disappointed,  but 
there  was  nothing  to  do  but  leave  Eddie  at 
home  to  rush  the  meat  wagon.  Eddie  was 
not  to  be  fooled,  though,  and  on  that  day  he 
showed  just  what  kind  of  stuff  he  is  made  of 
— the  stuff  that  made  him  champion.  He  de- 
livered his  meat  and  then  rode  to  Springville, 
a  distance  of  thirty-six  miles,  and  arrived  in 
time  to  ride  in  the  two  events  in  which  he 
was  entered. 

"He  was  pretty  well  tired  out  when  he  rode 
in  onto  the  track.  His  face  and  clothes  were 
a  sight.  Perspiration  and  dust  made  his  face 
look  like  a  mud-puddle.  The  riders  had  all 
lined  up  for  the  mile  event,  and  when  they 
saw  Eddie  coming  they  waited  for  him.  He 
rode  from  scratch  and  rode  like  the  wind,  but 
on  account  of  his  fatigued  condition  he 
couldn't  beat  Schmidt,  who  was  a  pretty  fair 
rider  in  those  days.  Eddie  was  second, 
though,  and  got  a  hand  for  his  game  ride. 
.Schmidt  also  won  the  three-mile  event.  Bald 
coming  in   second  again." 


Why  Tires  Flatten. 

Most  bicyclists  have  at  some  time  or  other 
been  puzzled  by  the  my,sterious  way  in  which 
their  tires  would  "flatten"  without  obvious 
cause.  This  singular  phenomenon  has  been 
explained  by  Dr.  d'Arsonyal,  the  well-known 
French  scientist,  and  the  secret  should  prove 
of  great  value  to  the  carriage  and  bicycle 
trade.  He  shows  that  oxygen  passes  readily 
through  rubber,  and  explains  that  this  is  the 
reason  why  the  very  best  rubber  tires  will 
deflate  in  the  early  stages  of  their  use.  On 
the  other  hand,  nitrogen  does  not  pass 
through  rubber.  The  air  we  breathe  is  com- 
posed chiefly  of  oxygen  and  nitrogen,  and  it 
thei'efore  follows  that  when  a  tire  is  inflated 
and  the  oxygen  of  the  air  escapes  the  rubber, 
it  leaves  behind  its  constituent  of  nitrogen. 
With  every  fresh  inflation  of  the  tire  the  pro- 
portion of  nitrogen  is  likely  to  increase,  so 
that  after  a  time,  as  the  oxygen  is  constantly 
escaping  while  the  nitrogen  stays  behind,  the 
tire  comes  to  be  practically  inflated  with  the 
latter  gas.  Hence  it  happens  that  a  tire  which 
has  been  somewhat  used  does  not  deflate  as 
readilv  as  a  new  one. 


About  Chainiess  Bicycles. 

A  man  who  is  exceptionally  informed  with 
regard  to  matters  pertaining  to  the  bicycle 
industry  and  trade  says  that  one  of  the  most 
important  features  of  the  new  chainiess  models 
is  the  great  reduction  in  weight.  It  has  been 
stated  that  this  reduction  would  probably  be 
slight,  the  difference  in  weight  between  this 
year's  models  and  those  of  1899  being  but 
about  two  pounds.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
however,    the    reduction    is    much    more   than 


this,  and  it  has  been  found  practicable  to 
build  bevel-gear  chainiess  models  adapted  to 
all  kinds  of  riding  that  weigh  less  than  twen- 
ty-five pounds.  In  the  opinion  of  this  ob- 
server another  mistaken  idea  in  regard  to 
chainiess  bicycles  is  the  notion  that  racing 
rr'en  are  not  favorably  inclined  towards  them 
on  account  of  the  slower  response  of  the 
chainiess  to  sudden  application  of  power  when 
a  sprint  is  desired.  Just  the  reverse  of  this 
has  been  proved  by  the  record  of  the  chain- 
less  on  the  track  during  1899.  Instantaneous 
response  to  power  applied  is  one  of  the  main 
advantages  claimed  by  the  manufacturers  of 
bevel-geared  machines.  The  rigid  construc- 
tion of  the  chainiess  is  such  that  there  is  less 
writhing  and  squirming  of  the  machine  when 
the  rider  puts  forth  all  his  strength  for  a 
spurt.  But  the  machine  forges  ahead  won- 
derfully with  absolutely  no  waste  of  the  ri- 
der's energy,  as  often  appears  to  be  the  case 
when  the  chain  wheel  is  used.  The  indica- 
tions are  that  the  coming  season  will  see  a 
wonderful  increase  in  the  use  of  the  new 
method  of  power  transmission. 


Gash  and  Wanamaker  Talk. 

W.  D.  Gash,  business  manager  of  the  Wal- 
tham  Mfg.  Co.,  was  in  New  York  last  week. 
He  put  in  considerable  time  talking  with 
John  Wanamaker,  the  New  York  agent  of 
the  Waltham  Company.  As  is  pretty  gener- 
ally known,  the  Orient  is  not  the  only  product 
of  the  Waltham  people,  who  have  been  doing 
some  pioneer  work  in  the  construction  of  mo- 
tor cycles  of  various  types.  This  subject  also 
came  up  during  Mr.  Gash's  visit  to  Wana- 
maker, who  is  personally  very  much  inter- 
ested in  the  matter.  Perhaps  no  cycle  manu- 
facturer in  the  world  has  ever  had  a  retail 
agent  in  every  way  so  desirable  as  John  Wan- 
amaker. Wanamaker's  distributing  facilities 
are  marvelous,  and  he  never  cuts  the  price, 
nor  does  he  try  to  undermine  the  trade  by 
neglecting  to  push  a  high-grade  wheel.  His 
excellence  in  this  respect  is  indicated  by  the 
fact  that  he  selected  the  Orient. 


Will  Make  Bicycles  and  Rims  Only. 

Under  date  of  Jan.  4  the  Wisconsin  Wheel 
Works,  of  Racine,  Wis.,  issues  the  following 
notice  to  th'e  trade: 

The  success  our  product  met  with  in  the 
bicycle  trade  during  the  seasons  of  1897,  '98 
and  '99  has  led  us  to  abandon  the  manufac- 
ture of  all  goods  except  bicycles  and  rims. 
To  better  express  this  we  have  changed  the 
name  of  the  corporation  from  "The  Beebe 
Mfg.  Co."  to  "Wisconsin  Wheel  Works;"  in- 
creased our  capital  stock  to  $100,000,  paid  in; 
ard  added  largely  to  our  plant  and  capacity. 
We  are  well  prepared  to  share  these  evidences 
of  prosperity  with  you  in  the  shape  of  better 
goods  for  less  money.  With  season's  greet- 
ing. Wisconsin   Wheel  Works. 


Eastern  Agent  of  Diamond  Stands. 

M.  B.  Dunbar,  of  Winsted,  Conn.,  has 
been  appointed  eastern  agent  for  the  Diamond 
cycle  stand,  which  the  L.  M.  Jones  Co.  man- 
ufactured and  sold  so  extensively  last  season, 
and  which  gave  such  general  satisfaction. 


Across  the  street  with  frightened  stare  the 
timid  people  stray,  for  some  must  scorch 
while  others  swear;  so  runs  the  world  away! 


1900. 
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Crescent  and  Sterling  Bicycles 


...FOR  1900... 


^HE  J900  Models  of  Cfescent  and  Sterling;  bicycles  have  dibtinctlve  features  which  will 
make  them  better  wheels  than  ever  for  ag^ents  to  handle  this  year.  The  im- 
provements are  listed  as  follows: 


0 


CRESCENT. 


Models  Nos.  41  and  42  for  1900 
are  characterized  by  the  foI= 
lowing  new  features: 


u    ()  Improved  Adjustment  of  Gears. 


0 
0 


Gear  Shaft  Bearings. 

Rear  Gear  Cover. 
IVIetal  Cap  on  Front  Hanger 

and  Higher  Gears. 


CRESCENT. 

riodels  Nos.  31,  32,  41,  42  for 
1900 are  improved  in  common 
in  following  respects: 


0  The  rront  Eoric.    Top  Collar. 
\      Handle-Bar  Stem. 
Seat-Post. 
Cluster  Rear  Hub. 
Spokes.     Pedals. 
Front  Sproci(ets  and  Chain 

Adjustment. 


0 


0 


0 


STERLING. 

Models  Nos.  19,  52,  32,  14,  16, 
Q  and  E  for  1900  have  been 
improved  at  each  of  the  fol= 
lowing  points: 

Joints.    Hanger  Bracket. 
Hanger  Bearings. 
Front  Forks.    Spokes. 
Pedals.    Sprockets. 
Chain  Bearings  and  Brake. 


TTYE  hope  to  retain  last  year's  agents  in  each  line,  providing;  they  are  still  in  a  position  to 
y^     devote    their    efforts    in    developing;    and    increasing;  the  demand  for   these   popular 
wheels. 

We  want  to  secure  more  responsible  business  firms  and  individuals  to  handle  these  lines 
in  localities  where  we  are  not  represented.  .  No  half-hearted  a8;ency  work  will  be  con- 
sidered, and  neither  make  of  wheel  will  be  permitted  to  occupy  a  secondary  position  with 
any  ag;ent.  No  efforts  on  our  part  will  be  spared  to  assist  the  ag;ent  to  make  his  sale 
show  a  larg;e  increase  for  the  season. 

The  agent  who  will  devote  his  energies  to  either  or  both  of  these  lines,  advertise  thor- 
oughly throughout  the  season,  and  work  his  territory  closely  and  diligently,  will  show 
a  phenomenal  increase  over  any  previous  year  in  his  total  sale  of  both  Crescent  and 
Sterling  bicycles. 

Dealers  who  have  been  handling  Crescents  understand  pretty  thoroughly  our  agency 
policy.  Under  its  protection  we  have  made  the  name  Crescent  synonym  of  all  that  is 
good  in  a  bicycle  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  world.  In  handling  the 
Sterling  line  we  shall  follow  the  same  policy  and  do  all  in  our  power  to  increase  the 
popularity  of  this  already  well-known  wheel.     Address  for  agencies, 

AMERICAN  BICYCLE  COMPANY, 

WESTERN  WHEEL  SALES  DEPARTIVIENT, 

EASTERN  or/'CE^^^^^  ^^   ^^„  ^„„^  ^,^^  No.  501  IS.  Wells  St.,  CHICAGO,  ILL. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Advertisers'  Talk* 


BY   OUR  PATRONS. 


Leland  &  Faulconer  Mfg.  Co.,  Detroit, 
Mich.:  L.  &  F.  gears  are  cut  absolutely  true 
after  being  tiardened.  They  are  right,  and 
they  are  the  only  right  ones.  L.  &  F.  gears 
will  be  used  exclusively  on  the  following 
bevel-gear  chainless  wheels  for  1900  season: 
Grand  Rapids  Cycle  Co.,  E.  C.  Stearns  &  Co., 
G.  N.  Pierce  Co.,  Sterling  Cycle  Co.,  War- 
wick Cycle  Co. 

Record  Pedal  Mfg.  Co.,  Boston,  Mass.:  To- 
da}/'  we  are  just  as  keenly  alive  to  the  re- 
quirements and  comfort  of  the  rider  as  here- 
tofore. Our  No.  9  B  Record  is  not  a  dream, 
but  the  realization  of  comfort.  It  is  two  ped- 
als in  one  at  the  one-pair  price. 

Edw.  Miller  &  Co.,  Meriden,  Conn.:  Be- 
fore deciding  upon  which  acetylene  gas  lamp 
you  will  sell  for  1900,  it  will  pay  you  to  ex- 
amine the  parts  of  the  different  lamps,  for 
perfect  parts  make  a  perfect  whole,  and  the 
parts  are  perfect  in  the  Majestic. 

Julius  Andrae  &  Sons  Co.,  Milwaukee, 
Wis.:  Everything  is  in  your  favor  in  selling 
the  best  trade  if ,  you  have  the  best  wheel. 
You  not  only  give  full  value  for  the  money, 
but  satisfaction  besides.  A  man  or  woman 
needn't  ride  the  finest  grade  Andrae  very  long 
before  he  or  she  is  sure  it  is  the  finest,  slick- 
est, swellest  wheel  made.  And  that  is  where 
your  sale-making  and  money-making  begin. 
They  are  going  to  praise  their  wheel — they 
will  advertise  the  Andrae  for  you  in  a  better 
way  than  money  can  buy. 

A.  B.  C,  Monarch  Sales  Department,  Chi- 
cago, 111.:  Monarch,  Phoenix  and  Waverley 
bicycles  need  no  introduction.  No  line  of  bi- 
cycles ever  offered  to  the  trade  will  be  more 
popular  than  our  1900  line.  If  you  handle 
such  a  line  you  handle  them  with  profit. 

A.  B.  C,  Featherstone  Sales  Department, 
Chicago,  111.:  The  live  agent  is  desirous  of 
handling  a  line  of  bicycles  that  there  is  a  de- 
mand for,  and  that  will  satisfy  that  demand. 
The  agent  that  secures  the  Featherstone  will 
get  his  full  share  of  the  trade.  The  Feather- 
stone line  comprises  the  following  popular 
wheels;  Tribune,  Featherstone,  Envoy,  Fleet- 
wing  and  Fay  Juvenile. 

A.  B.  C,  Stearns  Sales  Department,  Syra- 
cuse, N.  Y. :  Complete  illustrated  catalogues 
will  soon  be  ready.  Aleanwhile  it  will  give 
us  pleasure  to  hear  from  dealers  who  are  look- 
ing  for  desirable  agencies. 

Stockton  Mfg.  Co.,  Newark,  N.  J.:  The 
Otto  coaster  and  brake.  Ride  with  it  and 
only  pedal  half  the  time.  Not  the  only  re- 
liable coaster  and  brake,  but  the  cheapest  re- 
liable coaster  and  brake  in  the  wide,  wide 
world.  Fits  any  bicycle;  any  size  sprocket 
furnished. 

The  McCaskey  Co.,  Indianapolis.  Ind.:  The 
Victory  pedal  bell.  No  strings.  No  knobs. 
No  wires.  No  tin  parts.  No  rollers.  No 
bars,     No  wheels,    No  push-button,     Noth- 


ing to  wind.     Nothing  to  reach  for.     Nothing 
to  pull,  twist,  work  or  jerk.     It's  a  hot  seller. 

The  Sartus  Bali-Bearing  Co.,  New  York 
City:  The  Sartus  ball  retainer  and  separator. 
Reduces  friction  to  a  minimum.  Can  be  fur- 
nished in  any  size  and  strength  of  metal,  and 
is  cheaper  than  any  other  retainer  and  separa- 
tor in  the  market,  owing  to  its  simplicity  of 
manufacture.  No  interference  suit  pending 
against  this  retainer  in  the  Patent  Office  in 
Washington.    It  is  patented. 

Butcher  Mfg.  Co.,  Boston,  Mass.:  Locking 
rack.  Although  inexpensive,  is  not  a  cheap- 
looking  affair,  but  is  graceful  in  shape,  strong 
and  durable,  made  of  annealed  iron  and  steel 
wire;  is  so  arranged  that,  after  the  wheel  is 
h),  it  can  be  swung  either  way  close  to  the 
wall,  taking  up  but  little  room. 

Outing  Mfg.  Co.,  Indianapolis,  Ind.:  It  is 
easy  to  sell  bicycles,  but  sometimes  difficult 
to  keep  them  sold.  Outing  bicycles  are  easy 
sellers  and  stay  sold,  because  we  employ  only 
skilled  mechanics  and  use  the  best  material 
in  their  construction. 

Geo.  N.  Pierce  Co..  Buffalo,  N.  Y. :  When 
dees  the  twentieth  century  begin?  This 
seems  to  be  a  question  for  discussion.  We 
can  solve  the  problem,  as  far  as  the  bicycle 
trade  is  concerned.  A  new  century  of  progress 
begins  with  the  advent  of  the  Pierce  cushion- 
frame  chainless  bicycle.  Because!  It  cele- 
biates  the  dawn  of  a  new  era  in  bicycle  con- 
struction, giving  beauty,  comfort  and  all  the 
modern   considerations  in  one  model. 

National  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  Bay  City,  Mich.: 
History  will  repeat  itself  in  1900.  Some  rid- 
ers will  be  governed  by  price,  others  by  the 
quality  of  the  bicycle.  We  cannot  expect  to 
gain  the  patronage  of  the  former;  we  look 
for  that  of  the  latter.  It  is  altogether  a  ques- 
tion of  what  you  get  for  your  money.  The 
old  rider  of  a  National  who  says  enthusias- 
tically, "A  National  Rider  Never  Changes 
His  Mount,"  selects  his  new  bicycle  without 
a  thought  except  as  to  model  and  equipment. 
He  knows  what  make  he  wants,  and  also 
knows  that  what  he  gets  for  his  money  is  as 
important  as  the  amount  he  pays.  No  man 
expects  to  get  a  gold  dollar  for  50  cents;  no 
intelligent  purchaser  of  a  bicycle  thinks  for  a 
moment  that  a  manufacturer  is  able  or  will- 
ing to  give  it.  In  a  National  you  will  get 
100  cents'  worth  for  your  dollar.  Don't  ex- 
pect to  get  more  than  that  in  a  lower-priced 
bicycle.     It  is  a  trade  impossibility. 

American  Saddle  Co.,  Elyria.  O.:  Sad- 
dles are  not  always  what  they  seem.  A  fair 
outside  may  conceal  a  rock}'  interior.  A  rep- 
utation for  good  saddle  making  inspires  faith. 
,'\  manufacturer  might  trade  on  a  former 
good  reputation  and  go  to  making  poor  sad- 
dles. Don't  take  saddles  on  faith  only.  Put 
your  knife  into  them  and  see  what's  inside. 
Ours  among  the  rest.  If  you  haven't  a  knife, 
we'll  lend  you  ours. 


Carrier's  Liability. 

The  Kentucky  Court  of  Appeals  held,  in 
the  recent  case  of  Seasongood  et  al.  vs.  Ten- 
nessee and  Ohio  Transportation  Co.,  that 
a  carrier  has  no  right  to  refuse  to  receive 
freight  because  it  is  destined  to  a  point  be- 
yond its  own  line,  it  being  its  duty  to  carry 
the  freight  to  the  end  of  its  line  and  there  de- 
liver it  to  a  connecting  carrier  to  be  forward- 
ed; that  a  contract  by  one  carrier  with  an- 
other that  it  will  not  receive  goods  destined  to 
a  point  beyond  its  own  line  is  illegal  and  fur- 
nishes no  excuse  for  its  refusal  to  receive 
goods  so  destined;  that  a  steamboat  carrier  is 
h'able  for  the  loss  by  theft  of  goods  temporar- 
ily stored  in  its  warehouse  upon  its  wrongful 
refusal  to  receive  them  for  shipment,  the  ship- 
per having  had  no  reasonable  opportunity  to 
make  a  safer  disposition  of  the  goods,  and 
that  where  one  whom  a  steamboat  carrier  had 
permitted  to  act  as  its  agent  in  receiving 
freight  for  such  a  length  of  time  as  to  justify 
the  belief  that  he  was  an  authorized  agent 
wrongfully  refused  to  receive  freight  offered 
the  carrier  could  not  escape  liability  on  the 
ground  that  he  had  no  authority  to  receive 
freight  for  shipment. 


Every  Trade  Man  Should  Have  One. 

The  preliminary  catalogue  of  the  Beckley- 
Ralston  Company,  Chicago,  111.,  has  been  dis- 
tributed, and  a  perusal  of  it  will  show  as 
much  as  anything  else  possibly  could  what 
tremendous  proportions  the  bicycle  trade  has 
reached.  This  catalogue  covers  80  pages  of 
illustrations  and  descriptive  matter,  exclusive 
of  the  covers,  and  more  than  250  separate  ar- 
ticles are  listed.  There  is  probably  nothing 
in  the  business  this  company  does  not  pro- 
vide. Everything  necessary  for  the  manufact- 
urer,, dealer,  repairer  and  rider  is  to  be  found 
in  its  stock,  and  the  catalogue  gives  specifi- 
cations, descriptions  and  prices.  No  one  in- 
terested in  any  form  of  the  bicycle  trade  can 
afford  to  be  without  this  catalogue. 


A  C)'cle  In  Fiction. 

In  an  English  court,  recently,  an  action 
was  brought  by  the  New  Centaur  Co.  against 
J.  T.  Brown  for  £15,  value  of  a  bicycle.  In 
1896  a  Mr.  Holding,  now  deceased,  wrote 
stories  relating  to  cycling  in  several  papers 
wliich  defendant  controlled,  and  in  these  lit- 
erary contributions  the  plaintiffs'  machines 
were  "puffed."  One  day  a  bicycle  arrived 
which  defendant  said  he  regarded  as  a  pres- 
ent from  Holding,  but  plaintiffs  said  it  was 
only  lent  to  Holding.  The  plaintiffs'  solici- 
tor caused  amusement  in  court  by  reading  a 
"puff"  of  the  Centaur  cycle  worked  into  three 
columns  of  fiction,  entitled  ".A.  Camp  Ro- 
mance."    Result:     a    non-suit,    without   costs. 


Wolff-American  Catalogue. 

In  an  attractive  folder  cover  is  contained 
the  1900  catalogue  of  R.  H.  Wolff  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  makers  of  Wolff-American  bicycles.  Be- 
sides being  a  work  of  typographical  art,  the 
catalogue  plainly  describes  every  detail  of 
construction,  shows  the  models  in  sections 
and  complete  and  gives  all  necessary  infor- 
mation. The  many  Wolff-American  special 
features  are  prominently  shown  and  their  ad- 
vantages are  amply  demonstrated.  The  text 
matter  and  illustrations  are  in  keeping  with 
|,  the  artistic  poster  design  of  the  cover, 
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I     THE    STANDARD    BAR    OF    THE    WORLD. 


KELLY    ADJUSTABLE. 


Fits  Any  Bicycle. 


4 


Any  Rider. 


T 
T 


Over   500,000   Riders   Say     'Tis   No    Experiment." 

THE  KELLY  HANDLE-BAR  CO.,  Cleveland,  C,  U.  S.  A. 


,♦,  Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


THE    BULLIS    GEAR   and  Mechanism, 

a  product  of  the  skillful  mechanics  of  the 
ONLY  factory  in  the  world  equipped  and 
devoted   EXCLUSIVELY   to   the  manufac- 

c 

ture  of  chainless  gears  and  fittings,  will 
be   shown 

AT  THE  NEW  YORK  CYCLE  SHOW 

as  applied  to  the  1900  models  of  several 
leading  manufacturers.  This  will  afford 
the  manufacturer,  dealer  and  rider  the  op- 
portunity of  determining  its  superiority  by 
comparison,  and 

WILL  INTEREST  YOU 


BULLIS  BALL-GEAR  CO., 


ROCHESTER,    N.  Y. 


I  *■•*>••••>.>•».«.•..••>*-.«.>«••.••«••.>•••.>«' 


PRICES   AND    CATALOGUE   ON    APPLICATION. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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An  Agent  to  Agents* 

TALK  TO   SMALL   DEALERS. 
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ASCOTCtr  dealer,  who  introduces  himself 
as  a  trade  writer  in  the  Scottish  "Cy- 
clist," with  the  excuse  that  as  it  is  now  be- 
tween seasons  he  has  some  time  for  retrospec- 
tion, gives  agents  generally  some  timely  ad- 
vice. iHe  deduces  generic  ideas  which  are  ap- 
plicable to  America  as  well  as  Scotland,  and 
where  he  is  thus  interesting  his  remarks  are 
quoted    as  follows: 

Ask  Agents  to  Co-operate. 

One  thing  I  would  like  to  see  altered  very 
considerably  is  the  bearing  of  one  agent  to- 
v/ards  another.  In  my  district  we  are  to  a 
certain  extent  friendly,  but  matters  might  be 
very  much  better.  An  example  which  is  often 
held  up  to  us  is  that  of  the  Glasgow  cycle 
trade,  which  I  know  is  a  worthy  example,  and 
one  which  I  think  all  the  towns  in  Scotland 
should  follow.  In  Glasgow  all  the  agents  are 
on  a  very  friendly  footing,  but  this  in  no  way 
interferes  with  their  competition  with  one  an- 
other; in  fact,  it  rather  helps,  as  when  any 
arrangement  has  to  be  made,  such  as  charging 
for  hiring  machines,  the  price  can  be  fixed  at 
once,  and  there  is  no  fear  of  any  member  of 
the  trade  breaking  through.  I  don't  see  why 
all  the  agents  in  a  place  should  not  be  friend- 
ly, working  together  so  far  as  arranging 
prices,  etc.,  is  concerned,  and  I  feel  sure  that 
if  this  were  done  it  would  be  found  to  be  to 
every  agent's  advantage. 

There  is  also  another  matter  which  I  might 
mention,  although  really  agents  have  not  much 
to  do  with  it,  and  that  is  the  fact  of  some 
travelers  when  they  call  taking  more  trouble 
to  run  down  other  makes  of  machines,  and 
to  generally  disgust  the  agents  with  every- 
thing else  but  the  particular  machine  the  trav- 
eler represents,  than  they  take  to  push  their 
own  goods.  Every  traveler  is  entitled  to  hold 
as  fine  an  opinion  as  possible  of  the  goods  he 
is  selling,  but  I  fail  to  understand  why  he 
should  call  on  me  and  tell  me  that  a  certain 
machine  which  I  represent  is  not  half  so  good 
as  the  one  he  is  just  offering  me.  In  other 
words,  he  practically  tells  me  that  I  don't 
know  my  business  when  I  have  not  already 
secured  his  agency.  I  know  of  other  stories 
which  have  been  spread  by  travelers,  and 
which  I  think  these  travelers  should  be  posi- 
tively ashamed  of,  because  in  most  cases  I 
have  found  them  to  be  utterly  devoid  of  truth; 
and  to  show  the  length  to  which  spite  can  be 
carried,  I  might  just  mention  the  recent  case 
of  the  ijarticular  machine  which,  when  it  be- 
came extremely  popular,  was  said  to  be  built 
of  German  parts.  Why  German  parts  should 
not  be  as  good  as  British  was  never  explained, 
but  still  the  expression  was  used  in  a  deroga- 
tory sense,  and  was,  as  we  all  know,  a  ridicu- 
lous assertion. 

Misstatements  by  Travelers. 

I  have  had  a  traveler  call  on  nie,  tell  me 
that  Humbers,  Swifts,  etc.,  which  I  had  in 
the  place,  were  not  to  be  compared  to  the 
machine  he  offered,  and  when  I  tell  you  that 
the  machine  he  offered  was  only  on  the  mar- 
ket fnr  two  scasiiii'.,  and  i>;  now  no  niore,  you 


will  understand  the  force  of  my  remarks.  I 
think  agents  should  pull  travelers  up  short 
when  they  spin  these  stories,  as  they  simply 
destroy  one's  peace  of  mind,  and  in  man> 
ca.ses  lead  to  friction  with  the  makers  of  ma- 
chines for  which  we  have  agencies,  and  which 
friction  need  never  have  existed. 

Attend  to  Correspondence. 

There  is  another  point  which  I  have  de- 
cided to  pay  attention  to  this  season  in  my 
business,  and  which  I  find  brings  me  great 
satisfaction  if  nothing  more,  and  that  is  to 
pay  strict  attention  to  correspondence,  and 
so  far  as  possible  to  all  requests  made  for 
prompt  settlement  of  accounts.  The  latter,  of 
course,  can  only  be  attended  to  as  circum- 
stances permit,  but  the  former  is  a  mat- 
ter which  no  agent  has  any  excuse  for  neg- 
lecting; and  I  must  say,  when  I  think  on 
how  I  conducted  my  correspondence  two 
years  ago,  I  feel  positively  ashamed.  Some- 
times it  was  a  very  small  matter  which  was 
mentioned  in  the  letter,  and  which  I  did  not 
think  deserved  a  reply  for  at  least  a  week; 
but  still  it  caused  my  correspondent  to  write 
aiiother  letter,  and  I  know  that  when  I  have 
to  write  twice  to  anybody  before  receiving  a 
reply  it  annoys  me  very  much.  Last  season 
I  replied  to  every  letter  the  day  I  received  it, 
and  in  two  cases  my  manufacturers  have  re- 
marked to  me  on  the  improvement  made. 
This  is  a  satisfactory  state  of  affairs,  which 
every  agent  can  bring  about  by  a  very  little 
attention. 

Should  Keep  Books. 

I  don't  know  how  many  agents  keep  a  reg- 
ular set  of  books,  or  even  keep  a  stock  book; 
in  fact,  I  question  if  a  number  of  agents 
know  how  to  make  a  single  entry  in  a  book, 
or  even  what  the  expression  stock  book 
means;  but  if  they  don't,  I  should  strongly 
recommend  them  to  get  some  friend  or  some- 
body else  to  show  them  how  some  simple  books 
could  be  kept,  and  they  will  at  the  end  of  the 
season  feel  thoroughly  satisfied  that  they  have 
done  the  right  thing  if  they  do  this.  I  should 
in  the  first  place  recommend  the  keeping  of 
a  stock  book,  a  cash  book  and  a  day  book, 
or,  as  it  is  sometimes  commonly  called,  a  blot- 
ter, which  is  simply  a  book  in  which  all  re- 
pairs and  sales  are  entered,  and  are  sco'-ed 
through  as  paid.  While  this  is  a  rough-and- 
ready  way  of  doing  things,  it  is  certainly  a 
thousand  times  better  than  keeping  no  books 
at  all,  and  where  the  agent  does  his  own  re- 
pairs he  can  keep  the  book  written  up  in 
pencil,  each  entry  being  made  when  the  goods 
leave  the  shop,  whether  they  are  paid  for  or 
not. 

It  will  be  surprising  how  many  little  things 
will  be  remembered  in  this  way  which  other- 
wise would  have  been  forgotten,  and,  as  we 
all  know,  once  a  customer  gets  a  repair  or 
anything  out  of  the  depot  without  paying  for 
it,  in  fifty  per  cent  of  the  cases  they  forget 
that  they  have  not  paid,  and,  of  course,  un- 
less it  is  entered  in  a  book  it  is  ten  chances 
to  one  an  agent  never  remembers  to  send  an 
account. 


Agents  should  not  hold  too  many  agencies. 
I  hold  four,  and  I  am  seriously  considering 
the  advisability  of  throwing  up  one,  as  now 
that  all  my  firms  have  come  away  with  the 
$50  line  I  don't  require  four  agencies  to  have 
a  selection  of  machines  at  different  prices,  and 
it  is  impossible  to  do  justice  to  each  of  these 
four.  Of  course,  where  an  agent  builds  a 
machine  of  his  own  or  has  a  special  line,  I 
ioni  consider  that  an  agency,  what  I  refer 
to  here  being  a  direct  agency  from  a  manu- 
facturer whose  machines  are  sold  under  his 
name. 

Pick  Out  Strong  Lines. 

I  would  strongly  recommend  agents  when 
deciding  on  their  agencies  to  pick  out  good 
ones,  as  by  creating  a  demand  for  these  good 
machines  in  their  districts  they  not  only  in- 
sure the  continuance  of  the  agency  by  the 
manufacturers,  but  build  up  a  connection, 
which  cannot  possibly  be  built  up  by  selling 
an  inferior  machine  which  does  not  give  sat- 
isfaction, as  a  customer  will  not  come  back 
to  a  shop  for  an  article  which  has  not  given 
him  satisfaction  in  the  first  instance;  and  this 
is  a  point  which  agents  should  always  bear  in 
mind. 

Unless  your  manufacturers  are  able  to  com- 
pete and  turn  out  good  machines  for  the 
money  wanted  'for  them,  no  amount  of  push- 
ing in  the  world  by  the  agents  will  compel 
the  public  to  buy  an  article  which,  in  their 
opinion,  is  not  value  compared  with  others 
which  they  can  buy  from  your  opponent;  and 
I  would  stronglj'  advise  agents,  while  not  in 
any  way  to  sacrifice  their  independence,  to 
deal  reasonably  with  their  manufacturers,  and 
I  can  assure  them  that  having  done  this,  I 
always  have  found  it  to  pay  me  the  best  in 
the  long  run,  as  I  don't  think  any  of  the  four 
makers  I  represent  would  take  their  agency 
from  me  for  a  good  lot.  If  I  am  compelled  to 
throw  up  one  of  them,  it  is  simply  because  I 
am  not,  in  my  own  mind,  confident  of  my 
ability  to  do  it  justice. 

Not  the  least  important  of  the  agent's  busi- 
ness is  the  sundry  and  repairs  departm.ent; 
and  if  agents  will  do  as  I  did,  take  a  cue  from 
ironmongers  and  have  their  windows  nicely 
dressed,  everything  in  it  clean  and  neat,  with 
or  without  the  prices  fi-xed,  they  will  find  it 
pays  them  in  the  long  run,  as  customers  are 
very  chary  of  buying  sundries  which  are  soiled 
or  are  shown  in  a  window  covered  with  dust, 
or  in  iwhich  they  are  not  displayed  in  a  neat 
and  attractive  manner.  The  repairs  depart- 
n.'ent  should  be  looked  after  and  repairs  ex- 
ecuted promptly;  no  matter  what  make  the 
machine  is,  let  it  be  taken  in  and  repaired  as 
if  it  belonged  to  the  agent  himself,  and  charged 
for  reasonably,  as  only  in  this  way  can  further 
repairs  be  expected  to  come. 

Address  All  Customers  Civilly. 

The  depot,  or  shop,  it  goes  without  saying, 
should  be  kept  as  clean  as  it  is  possible  to  be. 
ami  if  a  salesman  is  kept,  let  him  be  smurtly 
dressed,  and  in  a  position  to  talk  sensibly  to 
any  customers  who  may  come  in,  no  matter 
what  their  station  in  life  may  be.  We  have 
seen  so  often  in  the  cycle  trade  that  a  cus- 
tomer wlio,  from  his  or  her  appearance,  could 
not  be  expected  to  buy  a  machine  at  a  higher 
figure  than  about  $25,  very  often  was  the  per- 
son who  tjurchased  tJie  best  machine  in  the 
shop,  and  so  I  say,  no  matter  what  station  in 
life  a  customer  may  appear  to  be  in,  let  him 
l)e  addressed  civilly  and  talked  to  in  a  sensi- 
ble manner. 


1900. 


43 


♦-... 


•«••••••#•••••••• 


f:';TKE  ISIaTIONAL  BICYCCE. 


Ask  for  catalogue  and  trav- 
eler. It  costs  nothing  to 
investigate. 

Not  made  by  a  trust. 


It  is  Altogether  a  Question  of 
What  You  Get  for  Your  Money. 


HISTORY  will  repeat  itself  in  1900.  Some  riders  will  be  governed 
by  price,  others  by  the  quality  of  the  bicycle.  We  cannot  expect 
to  gain  the  patronage  of  the  former  ;  we  look  for  that  of  the 
latter.  It  is  altogether  a  question  of  what  you  get  for  your  money.  The 
old  rider  of  a  National  who  says  enthusiastically,  t'A  National  Rider 
Never  Changes  His  Mount,"  selects  his  new  bicycle  without  a  thought 
except  as  to  model  and  equipment.  He  knows  what  make  he  wants, 
and  also  knows  that  what  he  gets  for  his  money  is  as  important  as  the 
amount  he  pays.  No  man  expects  to  get  a  gold  dollar  for  fifty  cents ; 
no  intelligent  purchaser  of  a  bicycle  thinks  for  a  moment  that  a  manu- 
facturer is  able  or  willing  to  give  it.  In  a  National  you  will  get 
100  cents'  worth  for  your  dollar.  Don't  expect  to  get  more  than  that  in 
a  lower-priced  bicycle.      It  is  a  trade  impossibility. 

That  applies  equally  to  dealer  and  rider.  Are  you ,  as  a  dealer,  handling 
goods  which  will  give  you  the  greatest  net  profit  at  the  end  of  the  season? 
Not  gross  profits.  What  it  costs  to  keep  your  customers  satisfied  comes 
out  of  your  gross  profits. 

We  believe  we  give  you  better  quality  and  more  real  value  for  your  dol- 
lars than  you  get  in  other  wheels.  We  know  it  will  pay  you  to  handle 
Nationals.    Some  big  dealers  Jiandle  tlieiii  exclnsivcly.   Why  do  they  do  it  ? 

National  Cycle  Wg,  Co., 

BAY   CITY,    MICH. 


Kindly  mention  Tlie  Wheel. 


........ 


When  Does  the  20th  Century  Begin? 


This   seems   to  be   a  question  for   discussion*      We   can   solve   ttie   problem  as  far  as 
the   bicycle  trade   is   concerned. 

A  new  century  of  progress   begins   with  the  advent   of  the 

Pierce  Cushion-Frame  Chainless  Bicycle 


BcC3.11SC !  ^       ^*    celebrates    the    dawn    of    a   new  era   in   bicycle   construction,   giving 
beauty,  comfort,  and   all  the  modern   considerations  in  one   model. 


THE    GEORGE    N.    PIERCE    CO., 


BUFFALO. 


NEW  YORK. 


BOSTON. 


DENVER. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Acetylene  Cycle  Lamps 

DISCUSSED    BY  AN   EXPERT. 


IN  the  generality  of  cycle  lamps  the  carbide 
chamber  forms  the  base  of  the  lamp,  be- 
ing either  screwed  on  or  attached  by  clamps. 
In  some  the  carbide  chamber  is  placed  in  an 
outer  case  which  can  be  affixed  to  the  lamp, 
says  "Cycling."  The  junction  is  rendered 
gas-tight  by  a  rubber  washer  or  packing.  In 
the  centre  of  the  carbide  receptacle  is  a  verti- 
cal perforated  tube,  sometimes  surrounded  by 
a  thickness  of  linen,  which  serves  to  diffuse 
the  water  to  the  carbide,  ensuring  more  even 
generation  of  the  gas. 

On  the  top  of  the  carbide  chamber  is  placed 
the  water  reservoir,  and  water  is  admitted  to 
the  lower  chamber  into  the  perforated  tube 
by  a  small  pipe  leading  from  a  cone-shaped 
valve  fitting  into  a  suitable  seat,  and  operated 
from  without,  either  at  the  top  or  side  of  the 
lamp.  By  turning  the  lever  or  button  actu- 
ating this  valve  the  water  is  allowed  to  flow 
down  in  drops  either  quickly  or  slowly,  at 
will.  The  burner  is  placed  in  front  of  the 
lamp,  in  a  chamber  fatted  with  reflector  and 
lens,  whilst  the  gas,  before  it  enters  the  burner 
tube,  has  to  pass  through  a  filtering  chamber 
(to  remove  lime  dust,  etc.,  mechanically  car- 
ried with  it),  placed  between  the  water  reser- 
voir and  carbide  chamber. 

How  Gas  Is  Generated. 

There  are  a  few  modifications  of  this  ar- 
rangement. For  instance,  in  one  type  the 
water  chamber  surrounds  the  carbide,  and  on 
opening  the  valve  water  rises  to  the  carbide 
from  belo'w,  causing  the  generation  of  gas. 
When  too  much  gas  is  made,  its  nressure 
forces  the  water  back  till  the  excess  of  gas 
is  consumed,  when  the  water  again  flows  up 
to  the  carbide,  producing  more  gas,  and  this 
cycle  of  operations  continues  until  the  charge 
of  carbide  is  exhausted. 

In  order  that  an  acetylene  lamp  may  per- 
form its  duty  in  an  efificient  manner,  several 
precautions  must  be  observed.  The  lamp  must 
be  perfectly  clean,  the  reflector  and  lens 
bright,  whilst  the  water  valve  should  act  prop- 
erly. 

The  burner  should  have  a  clear  way  for  the 
gas,  and  must  be  frequently  cleaned  to  pre- 
vent its  being  clogged  with  consequent  car- 
bonization, due  to  the  deposit  on  it  of  a  dense 
form  of  soot.  The  water  should  not  be  turned 
on  too  quickl}"-  at  first  (about  twenty  to  thirty 
drops  per  minute  being  generally  ample),  but 
the  rate  of  flow  may  be  increased  with  the 
exhaustion  of  the  charge.  The  quantity  of 
carbide  used  must  not  be  too  great,  as  the 
residue  left  after  the  decomposition  has  a 
larger  bulk,  and  so  occupies  more  room  than 
the  original  carbide.  The  average  charge  of 
carbide  is  about  three  ounces,  which  will  last 
from  four  to  four  and  one-half  hours;  but,  of 
course,  the  question  of  time  of  burning  is  a 
function  of  the  quality  of  the  carbide  and  the 
capacity  of  the  burner. 

Acetylene  gas-lamps  have  their  advantages 
and  disadvantages.  The  light  is  a  magnificent 
one,  enabling  the  rider  to  discern  and  avoid 
obstacles  which  an  oil  lamp  would  not  reveal 

till  too  late.    There  is  none  of  the  messinegg 


of  the  oil  lamp,  due  to  creeping  of  the  oil,  and 
the  flame  is  very  steady  and  difficult  to  ex- 
tinguish in  a  high  wind,  but  the  light  causes 
temporary  blindness  to  passers-by;  the  car- 
bide, unless  carefully  packed,  is  apt  to  rattle. 
The  acetylene  lamp  has  the  great  drawback 
that,  when  required  for  short  periods,  with 
intervals  on  the  same  evening,  although  it  is 
possible  to  cut  ofT  the  water  supply  and  grad- 
ually stop  the  production  of  gas,  the  evolution 
dees  not  entirely  cease,  and  the  quantity  of 
gas  then  given  ofT,  though  too  small  to  be 
consumed,  is  yet  quite  sufficient  to  cause  an- 
noyance from  the  smell.  As  a  rule  the  car- 
bide cannot  be  used  after  a  day  or  so's  inter- 
val if,  say,  half  the  charge  was  used  on  the 
first  occasion.  Owing  to  the  affinity  of  the 
carbide  for  water,  it  will  even  take  the  water 
from  the  residual  slaked  lime,  and  consequent- 
ly the  remainder  of  the  charge  is  rendered 
valueless. 

Points  of  Construction. 

The  points  to  be  observed  in  the  construc- 
tion of  an  ideal  gas  cycle  lamp  would  be  some- 
thing of  the  following  character:  Starting  with 
the  carbide  chamber,  this  should  be  of  ample 
capacity  to  enable  a  sufficient  charge  to  be 
carried  for  at  least  a  six  hours'  light,  and  so 
arranged  that  either  cartridges  or  loose  car- 
bide can  be  employed  at  will.  In  both  cases 
a  spring,  or  spring  and  plate,  should  be  fur- 
nished to  keep  the  charge  from  shaking  about. 
This  spring  should  be  of  brass,  not  steel,  as 
the  latter  soon  rusts,  and  the  plate  should  be 
riveted  on,  not  soldered.  In  some  cases  this 
necessary  adjunct  is  omitted,  and  the  carbide, 
in  consequence,  rattles  about  in  its  chamber. 
The  perforated  tube  should  be  removable  for 
cleaning  purposes,  and  the  emptying  of  the 
spent  carbide  and  the  recharging  should  pre- 
sent no  difficulties. 

Ample  space  should  be  left  in  the  upper 
portion  of  the  carbide  chamber  for  the  ex- 
pansion of  the  lime  residue.  No  cloth  should 
surround  the  perforated  tube,  as  after  a  short 
time  the  fibres  get  choked  with  lime;  the  use 
of  porous  paper  also  ought  to  be  avoided. 
The  walls  of  the  carbide  chamber  should  not 
have  any  indented  mouldings  in  the  space  oc- 
cupied by  the  charge,  but  should  be  slightly 
tapered  to  facilitate  the  easy  removal  of  the 
residue.  The  water  chamber  must  hold  suf- 
ficient water  to  completely  decompose  the 
full  charge  of  carbide.  The  hole  through 
v/hich  the  water  is  poured  should  be  of  good 
size,  and  closed  by  a  spring  cap,  or  one  with 
a  coarse  screw  thread,  the  cap  having  a  hole 
in  it  to  act  as  a  vent.  The  water  valve  should 
be  capable  of  regulation  from  the  top,  a  scale 
being  fitted  to  show  the  rate  of  flow  of  the 
water,  and  a  wire  should  be  arranged  for 
cleaning  out  the  water  way  should  the  valve 
get  blocked  up. 

But  the  ideal  lamp  would  be  automatic,  and 
require  no  outside  regulation — there  is  an  im- 
mense field  for  improvement  here.  Between 
the  water  reservoir  and  the  carbide  chamber 
is   the   filtering   chamber   for   the    gas,   where 

lime  dwst  and  other  suspended  matters  are  re- 


moved. The  filtering  material  must  be  re- 
liable, and  capable  of  being  renewed  without 
trouble,  and  should  not  get  waterlogged  from 
condensed  steam.  From  the  filtering  cham- 
ber the  gas  passes  by  a  pipe,  slightly  inclined 
to  prevent  the  formation  of  "bubbles"  of  wa- 
tei,  to  the  burner,  a  tap  being  fitted  in  this 
pipe  so  that  the  carbide  chamber  can  be  en- 
tirely shut  off  from  the  air.  This  is  useful 
when  a  lamp  is  left  charged  for  some  time 
without  being  used. 

The  burner  should  be  capable  of  being 
cleaned,  a  fine  wire  for  inserting  into  the  holes 
being  fitted,  and  provision  made  for  directing 
an  air  blast  from  a  cycle  pump  through  it. 
In  most  lamps  there  is  an  arrangement  for 
screwing  on  the  pump  below  the  burner,  a 
cap  fitting  on  to  close  the  opening  after  the 
operation,  but  in  the  best  method  I  have  seen, 
a  cap,  with  pump  attachment  screw,  is  fitted 
over  the  burner,  the  tap  below  is  turned  so 
that  its  bore  corresponds  with  a  small  hole 
in  the  gas  tube  below,  and  the  blast  is  forced 
downwards. 

Burner  Freed  from  Dust. 

In  this  way,  not  only  is  the  burner  freed 
fron?  dust,  but  there  is  no  danger  of  blowing 
the  burner  tip  off,  or  clogging  it  with  dust 
from  the  gas  tube. 

The  reflector  should  be  of  a  metal  not  easi- 
ly tarnished,  and  capable  of  being  readily  re- 
moved from  the  reflector  chamber,  the  shape 
being  such  that  the  light  is  not  too  concen- 
trated. The  hinged  front  may  be  fitted  with 
either  a  plain  glass  or  a  lens,  though  the  for- 
mer satisfies  all  requirements.  The  light  must 
be  well  hooded  so  that  it  does  not  shine  into 
tlie  eyes  of  the  rider.  The  whole  of  the  re- 
flector chamber  should  be  removable  for  clean- 
ing. 

A  spring  back  for  attaching  the  lamp  to  the 
bracket  on  the  head  of  the  machine,  and  which 
can  be  screwed  up  tight,  should  be  employed. 
If  the  lamp  be  placed  on  the  front  wheel  spin- 
dle, it  is  difficult  to  get  at  the  regulator,  whilst 
the  trouble  is  accentuated  if  the  regulator  is 
at  the  side.  The  weight  of  the  lamp  should 
not  be  excessive. 

In  actual  working  the  carbide  chamber  and 
water  reservoir  must  not  get  too  hot,  and 
there  must  be  no  smell.  All  parts  should  be 
readily  accessible  '  and  easily  replaced  in  case 
of  damage.  The  working  of  the  lamp,  its 
cleaning,  etc.,  must  involve  the  minimum  of 
ti'oubje. 


Will  Sell  the  Schrader  Bar. 

The  Iven  Brandenburg  Company,  New 
York,  Rochester  and  Chicago,  have  been 
given  charge  of  the  sale  of  the  Schrader  ad- 
justable handle-bar  in  this  country  and  Can- 
ada. Notice  to  that  effect  has  been  sent  out 
by  G.  H.  Lloyd,  general  manager  of  the  Hol- 
lenljeck  Saddle  Co.,  Syracuse,  who  have 
hitherto  marketed  the  bar  direct. 


(Volff-American  Japanese  Catalogue. 

R.  11.  Wolff  &  Co..  Ltd.,  New  York,  mak- 
ers of  the  Wolff-American  line  of  fine  wheels, 
made  a  shipment  to  the  Philippines  last  week. 
They  also  sent  500  machines  to  tlK'ir  dis- 
tributing agency  in  Japan.  Their  catalogue 
is  printed  in  several  languages,  and  they  arc 
now  preparing  one  in  Japanese. 


A  wheelman  whose  wife,  named  Katherine, 
sews  on  his  missing  buttons  affectionately  rt^ 

fers  to  her  as  his  "repair  Kit," 


1900. 
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SELF  EXPLANATORY 


20,000-8-99 


DICTATED  BY  Clsirke. 


BROWN  &  WALES 

Iron,  Steel,  Heavy  Hardware 
Steam,  Gas  and  Plumbers'  Supplies 
Metals,  Electrical  and  Bicycle  Material 
Hose,  Pipe  and  Fittings,  Sewing  flachines 

69=83  PURCHASE  ST.,  BOSTON 


T. 


Babbitt  Metals 

Files,  Rasps 


Steel  Roofing 


Dec.    20,     1899. 


steel  Lath 


Fredrick  Manufacturing  Co., 

New  York,  N.  Y. 
Gentlemen  :  - 

We  have  just  been  informed  by  the  Handle  Bar  Co. 

that  they  are  intending  to  push  a  patent  which  they  claim  they  have 
on  the  Adjustable  Handle  Bar,  and  anybody  that  makes  adjustable  bars 
in  two  or  three  devices  is  infringing  upon  their  patent. 

Are  you  willing  to  guarantee  us  that  we  will  not  in  any  way  be 

annoyed  by  the Handle  Bar  Co.  in  regard  to  your  bar  ?   Kindly 

advise  us  by  return  mail,  and  oblige, 

Yours  truly, 

BROWN  &  WALES. 


OUR   POSITION 


jFre&rick  /iftanufacturing  Co., 

150  IRassau  Stiect, 

mew  york  ditg,  TH.  5.  B. 


TELEPHONE,    1384.   CORTLANDT. 
CABLE  ADDRESS,  RICKFRED. 


Messrs.  Brown  &  Wales 


December  21st,  1899, 


Boston,  Mass. 
Gentlemen ; - 

We  are  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  20th  inst.  ,  and,  be- 
lieving that  our  position  should  be  clearly  outlined,  we  desire 
to  state : 

That  the  Fredrick  Adjustable  Handle  Bar  does  not  infringe  any 
patents  pertaining  to  Handle  Bars. 

That  the  financial  standing  and  reputation  of  our  house  are  be- 
hind our  product. 

That  the  great  success  that  our  bar  has  met  with,  will  not  be  in- 
terrupted by  such  methods  as  those  adopted  by  the Handle  Bar 

Co.  ,  as  we  will  protect  our  customers,  and  will  esteem  it  a  favor  to 
be  informed  by  anyone  of  annoyances. 

Very  truly  yours. 
Die.  C.  FREDRICK  MANUFACTURING  CO. 


Ml 


Ml 
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Non-Resident's  Status  in  Louisiana. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Louisiana  held,  in 
the  recent  case  of  Spencer  vs.  W.  T.  Adams 
Machine  Co.,  that  where  a  non-resident 
litigant  invokes  the  jurisdiction  of  one  of  the 
courts  of  Louisiana,  and  obtains  an  order  of 
seizure  and  sale,  he  will  not  be  heard  to  deny 
the  authority  of  the  same  court  to  enjoin  the 
seizure  so  ordered  on  the  ground  that  it  is 
without  jurisdiction  of  the  person;  that  when 
in  such  a  case  a  curator  ad  hoc  is  appointed 
to  represent  the  plaintifif  in  executory  process 
as  defendant  in  injunction  proceedings  and  a 
default  is  properly  entered  against  such  cura- 
tor, a  plea  to  the  jurisdiction  filed  thereafter 
comes  too  late;  that  there  is  no  conflict  be- 
tween the  plea  of  failure  of  consideration  and 
the  plea  of  compensation  in  the  alternative  as 
against  the  claim  sued  on  to  the  extent  that 
it  may  be  found  that  the  consideration  has  not 
failed,  and  that  the  failure  of  consideration  is 
partial  if  the  seizure  should  be  enjoined  only 
to  the  extent  thereof,  but  not  to  cover  an  un- 
liquidated claim  for  consequential  damages. 


lie's  a  Bill  Poster. 

His  name  is  Sam  W.  Hoke,  of  255  Fifth  av- 
enue. New  York.  He  spells  his  first  name 
$am,  which  is  clever.  He  sends  The  Wheel 
a  little  1900  book,  leather  covered,  pocket  size, 
very  useful  to  the  man  of  non-prodigious 
memory.  He  bill-posts  all  over  the  United 
States.  We  believe  he  will  send  this  book  to 
any  merchant  who  will  address  him. 


LOCKINC-RACK. 

-As  you  will  see  by  the  cut,  this,  although  inexpensive,  is 
not  a  cheap-looking  affair,  but  is  graceful  in  shajie,  strong 
and  durable,  made  of  annealed  iron  and  fteel  wire,  is  so 
arranged  that,  after  the  wheel  is  in,  it  can  be  swung  either 
way  close  to  the  wall,  taking  up  but  little  room.  Can  easily 
be  put  up  anywhere,  singly  or  any  number  of  them  on 
strips  of  wood  or  one-inch  pipe  for  public  places  of  resort, 
notels,  golf  or  other  clubs.  AUer  the  wheel  is  put  in  a  lock- 
ing-bar is  pushed  across  in  front  of  the  rim  to  which  a 
small  padlock  can  be  attached,  and  then  it  is  held  in  place 
and  securely  locked  there.  Any  further  information  will 
be  gladly  lurnished  or  will  send  sample  one,  express  paid, 
to  anyone  in  the  trade,  with  price  and  discount. 

BUTCHER  MANlfACTlRINO  CO., 


25  Ilavei'hill  Street, 


IJO.STON.  MASS 


A  Celtic  Twist. 

Mike:  "That's  a  sad  blow  befell  Scorcher. 
Did  ye  hear  of  it?"  Pat:  "No!  What  is  it?" 
Mike:  "He  fell  off  his  bicycle  and  fractured 
his  skull."  Pat:  "Sure,  and  I'm  not  sur- 
prised. Faith,  he  had  a  very  sickly  look 
about  him  the  last  time  I  saw  him." 


COA3TER  BRAKE 


THESE   PARTS  COMBINED.AND 
SCREWED  ON  ANY    BICYCLE 
HUB,  CONSTITUTE  THE  MOST 
PERFECT  COASTER-BRAKE  ON 
TME  MARKET. 
YOU  DO  NOT  HAVE  TO  BUY  A 
SPECIALHUB  FOR  THIS  BRAKE. 
THIS  COASTER/iAS  BEEN  THOObUGHLY 
TESTED/IS  SI  MPLE, LIGHT.  S/TRO/lQ, 
EFFECJiVE/AND  FULLY  GUAR  AN  JEEP 


ADDRESS 


v_ 


CANFIELD  BRAKE  CO. 

CORNING.  N.Y.  U.S.A. 


ADLETS. 

For  Sale,  Exchangee,  Etc. — Tweaty-five  words, 
thirty-five  cents.  Each  additional  word  two  centi. 
Cash  invariably  in  advance. 

Situations  and  Help  Wanted. — Answers  received 
in  confidence  and  forwarded  without  charge.  iRate: 
25  words,  one  time,  60  cents;  three  times,  }L00;  50 
words,  one  time,  {1.00;  four  times,  $3.00;  76  words, 
one  time,  $1.50;  four  times,  $5.00.  Displayed  adver- 
tisements: One-half  inch,  one  time,  $1.00;  four  times, 
$3.00;  one  inch,  one  time,  $1.50;  four  times,  $5.00. 


PATENTS.— H.  W.  T.  Jenner,  patent  attorney  and 
^  mechanical  expert,  608  F  street,  Washington,  D. 
C.  Established  1883.  I  make  an  examination  free  of 
charge,  and  report  if  a  patent  can  be  had  and  exactly 
how  much  it  will  cost.     Send  for  circular. 


CYCLE    FACTORIES. 

Have  you  got  a  wheel  fitted  with  Dunlop  rims  and  tires, 
brake  and  mud  guards  you  can  sell  cheap  ?  Address, 
B   J.  JENSEN,  Torvgd.  5  b,  Christiania,  Norway. 


A  RELIABLE  salesman,  with  an  established  trade 
^^  for  two  to  three  thousand  wheels  in  New  Eng- 
land and  good  Southern  connections,  is  ready  to  talk 
business  with  a  live  firm.  Only  reliable  people  need 
write.     G.   H.   P.,  care  of  The  Wheel. 


A  DVERTISER,  at  present  superintendent  of  bi- 
-'^  cycle  lamp  firm,  desires  a  similar  situation  after 
February  28.  Have  had  14  years  as  practical  lamp 
maker  with  well  known  English  firm.  Thoroughly 
practical  and  understands  the  business  thoroughly. 
Good  references.    Address,  A.  B.,  care  of  The  Wheel. 


GOOD  HOUSES  WANTED  in  localities  where  we 
are  not  represented,  to  take  care  of  our  increased 
production  of  Bicycle  Chains  for  the  coming  season. 
Line  includes  Standard,  Detachable,  Roller  and  Auto- 
mobile; all  styles  and  finishes.  Quality  and  prices 
satisfactory.  In  answering  state  quantity  placed  dur- 
ing season  of  '98  and  '99.  Reading  Screw  Co.,  Norris- 
tomn.  Pa. 


BICYCLE  FACTORY  WANTED. 

Wish  to  purchase  for  a  client  complete  bicy- 
cle factory,  buildings,  tools,  machinery,  etc.; 
must  be  modern  in  every  particular,  New  Eng- 
land preferred.  Address,  with  full  information, 
FRANK  A.  BARNABY,  Inc.,  li  Broadway, 
New  York. 


%% 


PERFECT 
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OILER. 


t,'  BAUt^O   FOIL    OILINCk 


Used  by  leading  makers  of  high-grade  bicycles.     The  only  oiler  that    regulates    supply  of  oil.     CANNOT 
LEAK.     We  make  cheaper  oilers  also,  of  unequaled  quality. 

CUSHMAN  &  DENISON,  Mfrs.,  240-2  W.  23d  St.,  N.Y. 

THE    HIRSCH 

SAFETY  OILER. 

There  is  a  steady  demand  for  a  GOOD  oil  can  ;  you  cannot  satisfy  it  unless  you  handle 

THE  HIRSCH  Safcty  Oiler, 

which    is  the  BEST  on   the   market. 

SAFETY    OILER    CO..  -  65  Nassau  St.,  New  York. 

Have  you  seen...  SAFETY 


The  Hifsch     oiler 


TOP? 


THE  STANDARD  PAVE- 
MENT OF  AMERICA..^  .^ 


ASPHALT  PAVEMENTS 

THE    BARBER  ASPHALT   PAVING   CO., 

Endorsed  by  the  L.  A.  "W.  everywhere.  Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  No.   II    BROADWAY,  NEW   YORK. 


Copyright   by   F.   P.    Prial    Co. 
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INTERESTING  TALE  OE  TIRE  PATENTS  AND  PRICES. 


It  was  reported  last  Friday  that  there  was 
in  progress  in  New  York  City  a  meeting  of 
tire  manufacturers,  the  purpose  being  to  rec- 
ognize the  Tillinghast  single-tube  tire  patent 
and  to  reach  an  iron-clad  agreement,  with  for- 
feits provided,  whereby  the  minimum  factory 
prices  on  guaranteed  and  unguaranteed  tires, 
respectively,  would  be  $4.25  and  $2.75,  re- 
spectively. 

It  was  stated  that  not  only  Colonel  Dodge, 
owner  of  the  Tillinghast  patent,  but  Presi- 
dent Parker,  of  the  Hartford  Rubber  Works, 
had  worked  to  bring  about  the  meeting,  and 
that  the  meeting  was  attended  by  the  heads 
of  a  sufficient  number  of  strong  concerns  to 
make  its  actions  comprehensive  and  power- 
ful. 

The  Wheel's  informants  stated  that  among 
the  concerns  represented  were  the  Goodyear, 
Diamond  and  Pennsylvania  companies,  and 
that  in  all  probability  the  Goodrich  and  prac- 
tically all  other  independent  concerns,  and  all 
of  the  tire-making  concerns  in  the  Rubber 
Goods  Mfg.   Co.,  would  "come  in." 

One  man  put  the  matter  in  this  way:  "Yes, 
I  suppose  most  of  them  will  go  in,  in  view 
of  the  good  demand  for  goods  and  the  high 
cost  of  rubber;  and  if  the  high  minimum 
prices  are  adhered  to,  the  twenty-five  cents 
royalty   on  the   Tillinghast  patent   can   easily 


be  spared.  But  some  big  manufacturer  of  a 
varied  line  of  tires  could,  if  he  cared  to,  play 
the  not-in-a-combine  trick  against  this  ag- 
gregation in  great  style,  and  make  money 
doing  it." 

It  is  understood  that  a  part  of  the  general 
agreement  said  to  have  been  arrived  at  is 
that  it  does  not  apply  to  contracts  made  prior 
to  January  1. 

President  L.  D.  Parker,  of  the  Hartford 
Rubber  Works  Co.,  was  communicated  with 
in  Hartford,  and  stated  that  he  knew  nothing 
of  the  meeting.  He  said,  in  addition:  "As 
to  the  alleged  recognition  of  the  Tillinghast 
patent,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  tire-makers  ^ 
will  be  obliged  to  recognize  it  whether  they 
will  or  not." 

From  another  and  very  authoritative  source, 
not  willing  to  be  identified,  a  statement  was 
secured  yesterday,  to  the  effect  that  while 
something  definite,  and  not  unlike  the  story 
printed  above,  might  be  forthcoming  shortly, 
the  facts  have  not  yet  actually  been  con- 
summated. 

Col.  Dodge  himself  said  yesterday  that  a 
number  of  tire-makers  did  come  to  New  York 
last  week  and  had  been  kind  enough — the 
Colonel  is  suave — to  call  upon  him,  but  that 
he  could  not  permit  himself  to  be  quoted, 
at  least  not  at  this  time. 


SALE  Of  ECLIPSE  COMPANY'S  BICYCLE  BISINESS. 


Under  date  of  January  13,  the  Eclipse  Bi- 
cycle Co.,  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  has  issued  the  fol- 
lowing important  notice  to  the  trade: 

We  advised  you,  under  date  of  December 
8,  1899,  in  a  circular  letter,  that  we  were  com- 
pelled to  give  up  the  manufacture  of  Eclipse 
bicycles,  owing  to  the  large  demand  for  the 
Morrow  automatic  hub-coaster  and  brake,  re- 
quiring the  entire  capa,pity  of  our  factory  to 
produce;  but  as  Eclipse  cycles  seem  to  be  in 
so  great  demand  among  the  trade,  and  to 
enable  the  Eclipse  cycles  to  continue  on  the 
market,  we  have  sold  to  the   Seymour   Mfg. 


Co.,  of  this  city,  the  right  to  manufacture 
Eclipse  bicycles.  We  recommend  the  above 
concern  to  your  consideration,  and  assure  you 
that  it  is  their  intention  to  keep  the  quality 
of  the  Eclipse  cycle  up  to  the  very  high  stand- 
ard which  we  have  in  the  past  so  thoroughly 
maintained.  Thanking  you  for  the  favors  of 
the  past,  and  feeling  confident  that  the  Sey- 
mour Mfg.  Co.  will  give  you  entire  satisfac- 
tion, we  are. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Eclipse  Bicycle  Co. 


200  Per  Cent  Increase. 

"I  noticed  the  article  in^  The  Wheel, 
showing  that  concerns  in  the  A.  B.  C.  have 
done  85  per  cent  better  so  far  than  during 
the     same     period    last   year,"    said    Manager 


Thompson,  of  the  George  N.  Pierce  Co.'s 
New  York  .(headquarters,  Monday.  "It  is  a 
very  good  showing.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to 
&a.y  we  have  done  even  better.  Our  actual 
orders,  so  far,  are  at  least  200  per  cent  ahead 


of  last  year.  The  only  way  in  which  I  can 
account  for  this  is  to  say  it  indicates  general 
p-osperity,  and,  of  course,  a  pleased  experi- 
ence with  our  particular  line." 


Actual  Percentage  of  Increase. 

A  contemporary  has  purposely,  or  other- 
wise, misconstrued  the  recent  statement  of 
Third  Vice-President  Merseles,  of  the  A.  B. 
C,  regarding  the  increased  percentage  of 
business.  Mr.  Merseles  did  not  state  or  im- 
ply that  there  was  prospect  of  an  increase  of 
85  per  cent,  or  any  such  high  percentage,  in 
the  total  volume  of  1900  business.  A.  B.  C. 
reports  from  sales  departments  do  show, 
however,  a  percentage  of  orders  actually  re- 
ceived up  to  this  time  considerably  greater 
than  85  per  cent. 


The  A.  B.  C.  and  Coaster  Brakes. 

A  great  many  bicycles  sold  by  the  American 
Bicycle  Co.  will,  of  course,  be  fitted  with 
coaster  brakes.  It  was  recently  stated  that 
the  company  is  considering  the  purchase  of 
American  rights  on  a  coaster-brake  device 
that  is  well  and  favorably  known  in  England 
— the  Desideratum.  All  there  is  to  this,  how- 
ever, is  that  a  representative  of  the  Desidera- 
tum device  called  upon  the  company  here  and 
was  told  that  his  proposals  would  receive  at- 
tention in  due  course  of  time.  The  same 
courtesy  is  extended  to  any  who  have  ideas 
to  submit. 


Budd  Brothers'  Factory  Burned. 

Last  Saturday  fire  destroyed  Budd  Bros. 
Mfg.  Co.'s  cycle  factory  in  Glens  Falls,  N.  Y. 
Temporary  quarters  are  being  sought.  Re- 
cently the  company  has  been  using  twenty- 
five  men  ten  hours  a  day.  Besides  the  ma- 
chinery, tools,-  etc.,  about  800  bicycles,  com- 
plete and  otherwise,  were  in  the  mess.  The 
roof  caved  in  and  the  factory  was  ruined. 
Mr.  Budd  placed  the  firm's  loss  at  $20,000, 
less  $12,800  insurance. 


Warwick  Matters. 

Springfield,  Mass.,  Jan.  14, — The  Insol- 
vency Court,  Saturday,  allowed  the  claim  of 
George  A.  Russell  for  $2,588  for  services  as 
president  of  the  Warwick  Cycle  Mfg.  Co., 
now  insolvent.  The  claim  of  A.  O.  Very, 
treasurer,  for  $900  for  services  was  continued 
to  January  20. 
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men  and  machinery  from  the  Fanning  factory, 
and  is  marketed  by  the  Monarch  Sales  Depart- 
ment of  the  American  Bicycle  Co. 


A.  B.  C.  Securities. 

American     Bicycle   Co.     bonds   showed     a 

slight    increase    during    the    week,    while    the 

stocks   declined.     The  quotations   follow: 

BONDS. 

Bid.        Asked. 

Tuesday,  Jan.   9 92  931/2 

Wednesday,  Jan.  10 921/2  95 

Thursday,  Jan.  11 921/2  95 

Friday,  Jan.  12 921/2  95 

Saturday,  Jan.  13 921/2  95 

Monday,  Jan.  15 921/2  95 

Tuesday,  Jan.   16 921/2  95   . 

PREFERRED  STOCK. 

Bid.  Asked. 

Tuesday,  Jan.   9 45  55 

Wednesday,  Jan.   10 49  53 

Thursday,  Jan.  11 40  45 

Friday,    Jan.    12 40  50 

Saturday,  Jan.  13 40  50 

Monday,  Jan.  15 ; 40  50 

Tuesday,  Jan.   16 40  50 

COMMON    STOCK. 

Bid.        Asked. 

Tuesday,  Jan.   9 15  20 

Wednesday,  Jan.  10 15  18 

Thursday,  Jan.   11 14  17 

Friday,  Jan.  12 14  17 

Saturday,  Jan.  13 \  14  17 

Monday,  Jan.  15 14  20 

Tuesday,   Jan.   16 14  18 

A  Tough  Electric  Cab. 

Chicago,  Jan.  13. — As  a  result  of  a  collision 
between  an  auto-cab  and  a  Van  Buren  street 
trolley  car,  at  Centre  avenue,  the  street  car 
had  to  be  laid  up  for  repairs,  while  the  elec- 
tric cab  continued  on  its  way,  apparently  none 
the  worse.  Two  passengers  were  in  the  auto- 
cab,  but  escaped  injury,  while  the  passengers 
in  the  street  car  were  badly  shaken  up.  As 
the  cab  turned  into  Van  Buren  street  the  car 
was  standing  at  the  crossing.  The  heavy 
autocab  crashed  into  the  front  end  of  the 
car,  breaking  the  fender  and  dashboard,  be- 
fore the  vehicle  could  be  stopped. 


Many  Twenty-second  Floor  Visitors. 

When  it  was  decided  by  the  powers  that 
be  at  A.  B.  C.  headquarters  that  the  free-and- 
easy  entree  of  visitors  must  cease,  there  was 
some  criticism,  but  the  move  was  backed  by 
good  reason.  Even  now  that  the  crush  of  vis- 
itors has  decreased,  there  are  as  many  as  a 
hundred  callers  every  day.  Estimating  con- 
sideratively  that  each  visitor  consumes  ten 
minutes  of  the  company's  time,  there  is  a 
daily  total  of  a  thousand  minutes,  or  sixteen 
and   three-quarter  hours. 


Erroneous  Newspaper  Report. 

On  Saturday  a  New  York  newspaper  stated 
that  J.  ^y.  Spalding  had  resigned  the  presi- 
dency of  the  A.  B.  C.  in  favor  of  First  Vice- 
President  Pope.  It  is,  of  course,  well  known 
that  A.  G.  Spalding  is  president,  and  that  Mr. 
J.  W.  was  succeeded  by  Colonel  George  Pope 
as  a  member  of  the  Executive  Board. 

White's  Tire-Making  Process. 

It  has  been  reported  that  Frank  White, 
formerly  very  well  known  in  the  tire  depart- 
ment of  the  trade,  and  more  recently  inter- 
ested in  the  promotion  of  certain  methods  of 
facilitating  the  manufacture  of  tires  by  ma- 
chinery, has  made  a  big  sale  of  his  rights  in 
Europe  to  the  biggest  tire-making  company 


over  there.  Mr.  White's  office  is  in  New 
York.  He  has  personally  nothing  to  say  re- 
garding this  or  any  phase  of  the  negotiations 
he  is  carrving  on. 


A  Shelby  Tube  Move. 

The  report  comes  from  Ellwood  City,  Pa., 
that  the  plant  of  the  Shelby  Steel  Tube  Co., 
in  that  city,  is  to  be  closed  up  and  the  ma- 
chinery removed  to  Greenville  and  operated 
in  conjunction  with  the  company's  plant 
there.  If  this  is  done  the  Greenville  plant 
will  be  one  of  the  largest  and  most  complete 
of  its  kind  in  the  country.  Heretofore  the 
Greenville  plant  has  been  utilized  almost  ex- 
clusivelv  in  the  manufacture  of  boiler  tubes. 


Ellwood-lvlns  Matters. 

William  Redwood  Wright,  of  508  Walnut 
street,  Philadelphia,  receiver  of  the  Ellwood- 
Ivins  Tube  Co.,  who  was  appointed  on  the 
8th  of  December  last,  in  the  interest  of  the 
bondholders  of  the  company,  reports  that  in 
a  very  short  time  a  statement  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Ellwood-Ivins  Company  will  be  pre- 
pared. In  the  meantime  everything  is  being 
done  to  preserve  the  interests  of  all  con- 
cerned. 


Georgia  Tax  Case  Moves  Favorably. 

Dealers  in  the  State  of  Georgia  will  be  in- 
terested in  the  fact  that  harmonious  corre- 
spondence is  progressing  between  the  Ameri- 
can Bicycle  Co.  and  the  Comptroller-General 
of  the  State,  so  that  the  prospect  is  excellent 
for  an  early  and  satisfactory  adjustment  of 
the  matter  of  the  annual  tax  of  $100  upon 
each  cycle  manufacturing  concern  doing  busi- 
ness in   Georgia. 


Chicago  Jobbing  Outlook  Good. 

Chicago,  Jan.  14. — The  outlook  for  Chicago 
jobbers  has  never  been  better,  and  all  are  get- 
ting good  orders  now  and  looking  for  a 
splendid  season. 

Most  of  them  have  placed  orders  for  the 
lines  they  will  carry  during  the  coming  year, 
but  some  are  waiting  for  the  New  York  Cy- 
cle Show  next  week  before  completing  their 
lines. 


Automobiles  for  Atlantic  City. 

Atlantic  City,  Jan.  11. — Several  capitalists 
from  New  York  are  here,  accompanied  by  a 
representative  of  a  French  Automobile  Co., 
endeavoring  to  interest  the  hotel  men  of  this 
place  to  form  a  company  to  run  automobiles 
instead  of  busses.  Meetings  will  be  held  to 
organize  a  stock  company. 


Will  Make  the  Munger  Tire. 

It  has  been  decided  that  the  Munger  auto- 
mobile tire,  in  which  L.  D.  Munger  and 
Charles  R.  Flint  are  interested,  will  be  man- 
ufactured in  the  Hartford  Rubber  Works. 


Apparently  Complex,  Really  Simple. 

Reorganization  causes  queer  temporary  con- 
ditions. The  Waverley  bicycle,  formerly 
made  in  the  Waverley  factory  at  Indianapolis, 
is  now  made  in  the   Featherstone  factory  by 


Estate  of  Caroline  D.  Hill. 

Chicago,  Jan.  1-3. — Application  for  letters 
testamentary  was  made  and  granted  yesterday 
in  the  Probate  Court  in  the  estate  of  Mrs. 
Caroline  D.  Hill.  Owing  to  there  being  only 
one  heir  and  no  contest,  the  will  was  proved 
and  admitted  to  probate  at  the  same  time. 
Mrs.  Mary  E.  Fowler,  wife  of  Alderman  Frank 
T.  Fowler,  the  bicycle  manufacturer,  is  the 
heir  to  the  estate,  valued  at  §65,000.  Mrs. 
Hill  died  January  7. 


To  Control  the  World's  Rubber. 

Persons  who  ought  to  be  in  a  position  to 
know  all  about  crude  rubber  deny  any  knowl- 
edge of  a  new  plan — there  have  been  previous 
ones  which  have  failed — to  secure  control  of 
the  -world's  supply  of  rubber.  However,  it  is 
known  that  a  firm  of  New  York  lawyers  are 
working  on  one  part  of  such  a  plan. 


No  Canadian  "Racycle"  Factory. 

A  Canadian  paper  has  stated  that  a  com- 
pany has  been  formed  there  to  take  over  the 
Canadian  business  of  the  Miami  Cycle  &  Mfg. 
Co.,  of  Middletown,  O.,  and  to  manufacture 
the  Racycle,  probably  at  Berlin,  Ont.  The 
Miami  people  say  the  report  is  absolutely  un- 
true. 

The  Sleg  Plant. 

Kenosha,  Wis.,  Jan.  12. — It  does  not  look 
now  as  if  the  Sieg  plant,  which  was 
bought  by  the  A.  B.  C,  will  be  operated 
again.  The  best  of  the  machines  have  been 
transferred  to  the  Sterling  plant,  and  it  is 
probable  that  the  factory  will  be  permanently 
closed. 


St.  Paul  Dealer  Sued. 

St.  Paul,  Jan.  13. — The  American  Bicycle 
Co.  has  brought  an  action  against  Arthur 
Matheis  to  recover  $1,836.62.  The  plaintiflf 
says  that  from  February  24,  1899,  to  July  13 
it  sold  the  defendant  merchandise  of  the  value 
of  $5,346.57,  which  has  been  paid  except  the 
l)alance  mentioned. 


Will  Operate  Sterling  Factory. 

Milwaukee,  Jan.  15.— The  A.  B.  C.  has  de- 
cided to  again  operate  the  former  Sterling 
factory,  in  Kenosha',  and  has  authorized  the 
manager  of  the  Peoria  factory  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  the  transfer  of  all  material, 
machinery,  etc.,  to  Kenosha. 


Barker  a  Bottom-Bracket  Licensee? 

It  is  reported  that  C.  B.  Barker  &  Co.,  70- 
74  West  Houston  street.  New  York,  jobbers 
of  bicycle  parts  and  supplies,  have  agreed  to 
recognize  the  A.  B.  C.  bottom-bracket  pat- 
ent. C.  B.  Barker  &  Co.  neither  affirmed 
nor  denied  the  report. 


Bicycles  as  Baggage. 

In  the  Massachusetts  House,  on  Friday,  a 
petition  was  presented  for  the  transportation 
of  bicycles  as  baggage. 

George  H.  Day  will  recuperate  in  Ber- 
muda. 
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LOOKING  BACKWARD 


the  ads*  of  ten  years  ago* 


M 


ANY  changes  hath  time  wrought  in  the 
cycle  trade  within  a  year.  Every 
month,  latterly,  supplied  a  bunch  of  fresh  sur- 
prises. But  change,  evolution,  is  the  nature 
of  things,  and  while  the  recent  concentration 
of  a  considerable  part  of  the  manufacturing 
trade  into  a  modern  "trust,"  was  the  climax, 
the  sudden  hastening  of  the  process  of  change 
and  elimination,  yet  a  glance  at  a  few  issues 
of  The  Wheel  of  December,  1889,  and  Jan- 
uary, 1890,  shows  how  great  have  been  the 
developments  in  the  comparatively  brief 
'uspace  of  ten  years.  Some  wheels,  some 
firms,  some  structural  .ideas  and  many  indi- 
vidual workers  remain  to-day.  But  many 
have  gone. 

The  Wheel  of  November  29,  1889,  con- 
tained a  page  advertisement  of  the  Eagle  Bi- 
cycle Mfg.  Co.,  then  of  Stamford,  Conn. 
Frank  Weaver,  who  holds  a  responsible  po- 
sition in  the  Eagle  Company  of  to-day,  once 
rode  across  the  continent  on  one  of  the  Eagle 
bicycles  of  that  day — a  high-wheel  machine, 
much  like  the  Star,  in  that  the  little  wheel 
was  in  front  of  the  big  one,  but  with  the  or- 
dinary pedal  movement  instead  of  the  grass- 
hoppery  Star  levers.  The  advertisement  re- 
ferred to  was  "The  fastest  and  easiest  run- 
ning wheel  ever  offered  to  the  public,"  and  it 
said  to  dealers:  "Do  not  wait  until  Spring 
to  purchase  an  Eagle.  You  should  know 
how  to  ride  it  well  by  that  time  if  you  wish 
to  handle  the  agency  to  any  advantage  to 
yourselves  or  us."  Those  who  tried  to  learn 
to  ride  the  machine  will  appreciate  the  true 
inwardness  of  this  injunction.  Those  who 
mastered  it  enjoyed  the  poetry  of  motion,  for 
mono-cycling  was  to  them  a  mere  nothing, 
a  hands-off  affair. 

The  sam.e  issue  advertised  the  new  80-page 
catalogue  of  the  Gormully  &  Jeffery  Mfg. 
Co.,  and  their  oft'er  to  mail  to  clubs,  free,  and 
to  individuals  for  20  cents,  an  18x23  photo- 
gravure picture  of  a  group  of  famous  racing- 
men — Prince,  Whittaker,  Dingley,  Eck,  Mun- 
ger,  Knapp  and  Crocker. 

Among  the  bicycles  then  advertised,  now- 
gone,  may  .be  named  the  Star  and  Warwick, 
The  Overm.an  Wheel  Co.  announced  that 
their  spring-fork  Victor  Safety  was  being  im- 
itated, which,  they  remarked,  was  sincerest 
flattery. 

Among  the  English  machines  then  adver- 
tised in  this  country  were  the  Swift,  Or- 
monde, Rover  and  New  Rapid.  A.  G.  Spald- 
ing &  Bros,  were  then  makers  of  the  "offi- 
cial" L.  A.  W.  caps,  shirts,  stockings,  etc. 
The  New  York  Bicycle  Co.,  No.  4  East  Six- 
tieth street,  performed  "bicycle  repairing  in 
all  its  branches"  with  "skilled  mechanics — 
not  boiler  machinists!" 

The  Clark  Cycle  Co.,  908  Pennsylvania 
avenue,  Washington,  advertised  prominently 
the  theft  of  "Quadrant  Tandem  Tricycle  No. 
3,494,''  by  a  "gentleman  about  5  feet  4  inches, 
slightly  marked  with  smallpox" — which  re- 
minds us  of  the  poker  player  who   remarked 


that  he  "didn't  want  to  mention  names,  but 
if  the  one-eyed  blackguard  opposite  didn't 
quit  cheating  he  would  have  his  other  eye 
shot  out."  John  S.  Leng's  Son  &  Co.,  still 
prominent  as  jobbers  in  historic  Fletcher 
street.  New  York,  advertised  imported  weld- 
less  steel  tubes,  cold  drawn,  "smooth  inside 
and  outside." 

The  Wheel  printed  and  sold  "Hints  on 
Cycling,"  by  A.  B.  Barkman,  then  tour-mas- 
ter of  the  L.  A.  W.,  to-day  manager  of  Lamb 
Sales  Department  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co. 

Charles  Schwalbach,  now  a  bicycle  expert 
in  considerable  demand  in  patent  suits,  was 
then  "dealer  in  everything  that  pertains  to 
cycles  and  cycling,"  at  214  Fifth  avenue, 
Brooklyn,  and  so  advertised.  He  boasted  the 
largest  "instruction  academy"  in  the  country. 

Rouse,  Hazard  &  Co.,  Peoria,  were  in  1889, 
and  for  some  years  afterward,  one  of  the  big- 
gest firms  handling  second-hand  bicycles.  In 
a  Wheel  of  that  year  Banker  &  Campbell, 
1788  Broadway,  advertised  proudly  their  sole 
agency  for  New  York  for  "toe-clips,"  then 
first  used  on  the  old  "ordinary."  The  toe- 
clips  were  not  named,  necessarily.  There  was 
only  one  firm  making  the  wire  novelty — Ran- 
kin &  Bruce,  of  Providence. 

Those  were  the  days  when  the  "Sylph" 
spring  frame  safety,  more  or  less  graceful, 
came  upon  a  surprised  world.  The  Union  Cy- 
cle Mfg.  Co.,  Highlandville,  were  the  proud 
makers  of  the  "Springfield  Roadster,"  an  or- 
dinary, with  grasshopper  levers,  as  well  as  of 
the  Union  "a  crank  safety."  The  Lozier  & 
Yost  Mfg.  Co.,  Toledo,  were  pushing  a  sturdy 
little  .$36  beast,  afterward  called  the  Little 
Giant,  for  children. 

"Jersey  clothing,"  in  those  days,  was  a  syn- 
onym for  Holmes  &  Co.,  of  Boston. 

The  Indiana  Bicycle  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Indianap- 
olis, were  shouting,  in  an  unconscionably 
small  ad.,  however,  the  virtues  of  the  Dandy 
24-inch,  $40  machine,  a  horrible  contraption 
in  the  eyes  of  to-day,  but  then  "the  neatest  and 
most  substantial  boys'  safety  made." 

In  that  period  flourished  "Luggage  Carrier 
Smith,"  of  Detroit,  famous,  too,  as  a  tour- 
master.  The  John  Wilkinson  Company,  Chi- 
cago, were  leading  purveyors  of  Wilkinson 
jet  enamel. 

In  those  days  the  Columbia  bicycle  was  so 
well  known  that  on  the  back  cover  of  The 
Wheel  of  December  22,  1889,  appeared  a  page 
ad.  containing,  in  the  centre,  a  small  group 
picture  of  the  Pope  factories.  Over  the  group 
the  single  word  "Columbia."  Radiating  from 
the  centre,  streams  of  diminutive  cyclists,  on 
high  wheels,  safeties  and  tricycles. 

The  Wheel  of  January  3.  1890,  contained 
an  illustration  of  the  Hartford  bicycle — a 
braced  Tee-framed  affair;  a  type  that  is  un- 
seemly to  the  eye  nov\'.  but  that  was  really  a 
comfortable  machine  to  ride.  The  Hartford 
catalogue  was  the  first  one  reviewed  that  year. 


The  Hartford  Cycle  Co.  had,  not  long  pre- 
viously, taken  the  factory  of  the  Hartford 
Engineering  Co.  David  J.  Post,  now  head  of 
the  Veeder  Company,  was  general  manager 
and  treasurer,  with  Harry  M.  Pope,  formerly 
chief  draughtsman  of  the  Weed  Sewing  Ma- 
chine Co.,  as  superintendent.  The  1890  cat- 
alogue contained  the  not  unfamiliar  assertion, 
"We  are  here  to  stay."  The  assertion  has 
proved  true,  as  to  the  wheel,  although  the 
company  is  now  part  of  the  Pope  plant. 

In  the  same  issue  appeared  the  advertise- 
ment of  the  White  Cycle  Co.,  of  Westboro, 
booming  the  Broncho  bicycle — a  safety,  with 
pedal  movement  on  the  axle  of  the  rear  wheel. 
The  front  wheel  had  a  constant  tendency  to 
go  up  in  the  air,  and  the  whole  enterprise 
eventually  did  so. 

Another  machine  that  would  to-day  arouse 
the  derision  of  the  mob,  was  illustrated  in  the 
G.  &  J.  advertisement.  Artistically,  it  was  a 
sway-backed  dragon-fly  on  wheels.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  it  was  as  comfortable  as  a  rocking- 
chair,  and  about  as  speedy.  The  front  wheel 
was  quite  small  and  the  angle  of  the  straight 
front  fork  suggested  a  threatened  break-off 
at  the  head.  The  advertisement  started  out 
in  this  rare  and  racy  fashion:  "Ah,  what  a 
beauty!!!  Was  there  ever  a  wheel  lover,  young 
or  old,  who  didn't  make  some  such  remark 
upon  looking  at  our  American  Ideal  Ram- 
bler?" 

The  Phoenix  spring-frame  safety,  later 
known  as  the  Paragon,  was  given  extensive 
notice  January  10,  1890.  Its  makers,  the  Sto- 
ver Bicycle  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Freeport,  111.,  are 
now  an  A.  B.  C.  concern.  Ned  Wilcox  was 
their  chief  salesman.  In  fact,  he  was  the  first 
traveling  salesman  in  the  cycle  trade  in  this 
country.  He  began  with  the  G.  &  J.  Com- 
pany. Wilcox  was  one  of  the  strong  charac- 
ters of  cycling.  His  last  connection  was  as 
sales  manager  for  the  Iver  Johnson  people. 
Long-standing  illness  ended  his  life  about 
three  years  ago.  Several  old-timers  and  the 
writer  saw  the  remains  of  this  man  of  iron 
convictions  and  quaint,  literary  bent  depos- 
ited in  a  gravelly  grave  at  Elgin,  111. 

The  Columbia  ladies'  safety,  with  double 
loop  frame  and  spring  front  fork,  appeared  in 
January,  1890.  "Its  equioment  is  complete  and 
finish  unsurpassed."  Superlatives  were  busy 
in  those  days. 

The  Singer,  an  English  machine,  with  "pat- 
ent spring-wired  tires,"  was  another  "won- 
der" of  that  time. 

Roman  Factory  Changes  Hands. 

Philadelphia,  Jan.  13. — The  good-will, 
stock,  fixtures  and  plant  of  Clothier  &  Bur- 
rows have  been  bought  by  Emil  Baumblatt, 
Jr.,  who  will  continue  to  manufacture  the 
Roman  bicycle  on  the  same  lines  as  hereto- 
fore. 

Incorporations. 

Kidder  Motor  Vehicle  Co.,'  Dover,  Del., 
deal  in  motors  and  motor  vehicles.  Capital. 
.$500,000.  Incorporators:  T.  A.  Barnes,  C. 
R.  Bishop,  both  of  New  Haven,  Conn.:  J. 
Virdin,   of  Dover. 

Goodness  and  Cheapness. 

When  it  comes  to  bicycles  or  parts  thereof 
a  good  thing  may  be  cheap,  but  a  cheap  thing- 
is  scldon-i  good. 
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No.  148. 


No.  166. 


No.  46. 
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No.  76. 


Brown  B. 


No.  144. 


No.  146. 


NOT    BY 

FAITH  ALONE. 


Saddles  are  not  always  what  they  seem. 
A  fair  outside  may  conceal  a  rocky  interior. 
A  reputation  for  good  saddle  making  inspires 

faith. 
A  manufacturer  might  trade  on  a  former  good 

reputation  and  go  to  making  poor  saddles. 
Don't  take  saddles  on  faith  only. 
Put  your  knife  into  them   and   see   what's 

inside. 
Ours  among  the  rest. 
If  you  haven't  a  knife,  we'll  lend  you  ours. 
What  we  would  impress  upon  you  is, 

GET  AT  THE  INSIDE  FACTS. 
American  Saddle  Co.'s  saddles  are  what  they 

seem.  ^^^^ 

We  are  paying  special  attention  to  Tool-Bags; 
we  have  improved  our  whole  line  and  are 
having  an  enormous  demand  for  them. 

Haven't  you  had  our  Catalogues  yet? 
They  were  ready  three  months  ago. 
SEND  FOR  THEM. 

AMERICAN 

SADDLE 

.    COMPANY, 

ELYRIA, 

OHIO. 


Wheeler  Extra. 


Wheeler  Cork  Top 


Kindly  mention  The  WhecL 
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I  might  state  right  here,  that  THE  WHEEL  has  made 
the  American  Bicycle  Company  no  concession  in  regard 
to  rates. 

Statement  made  in  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Ameri- 
can Bicycle  Company  directors,  by  Theodore  F.  Merseles, 
Third  Vice-President. 


WHERE  WE  STAND. 


WE  certainly  do  not  intend  to  wash  in  public    and  in  this 
paper,  the  dirty  hnen  of  the  bicycle  publishing  busi- 
ness. 

Any  advertiser  who  is  using  The  Wheel  as  a  medium,  or 
who  is  contemplating  a  purchase  of  our  advertising  space,  may 
freely  communicate  with  this  office. 

Meanwhile,  the  statements  of  representatives  of  other  papers 
who  have  not  received  advertising  business  from  a  big  manu- 
facturing concern,  called  the  American  Bicycle  Company,  may, 
be  marked  as  a  tissue  of  lies. 

We  are  carrying  a  large  block  of  business  from  the  American 
Bicycle  Company.  They  are  paying  for  it.  All  the  other 
papers  are  working  tooth  and  nail  to  get  business  from  the 
A.  B.  C. 

We  are  publishing  this  week  a  block  of  business  from  the 
Wilmot  &  Hobbs  Company.  The  Wilmot  &  Hobbs  Company 
hsve  not  bought  The  Wheel. 

We  are  printing  this  week  an  eye-catching  insert  for  the 
Crosby  &  Mayer  Company.  They  have  not  acquired  a  title  to 
The  Wheel. 

The  statements  of  our  despairing  contemporaries  are  com- 
plete balderdash.  Particularly  idiotic  are  the  antics  of  a  cer- 
tain publisher  who  is  exhibiting,  privately,  of  course,  the  con- 
tract which  the  American  Bicycle  Company  offered  him.  The 
company  concluded  that  his  space  was  worth  eighteen  dollars 
a  page.  This  was  the  lowest  figure  offered  to  any  bicycle  pub- 
lication.   Comment  is  superfluous. 


A  FIRM  can  profit  much  by  the  infusion  of  new  blood. 
Business  organizations,  like  everything  else  in  the  uni- 
verse, move  in  circles.  They  have  their  start,  their  climax, 
their  declension.  This  declension  may  be  delayed  by  superior 
commercial  genius;  it  maybe  delayed  by  new  connections.  For 
instance,  Carnegie,  who  is  regarded  as  the  industrial  giant  of 
the  age,  has  made  his  colossal  success  because  he  has  bought 
brains  of  the  brightest,  and  he  has  kept  on  buying  them  all  the 
time.  The  Carnegie  giant  is  a  sort  of  mental  human  centipede; 
every  leg  in  it  is  highly  effective;  every  leg  is  highly  paid  for. 
Most  of  the  important  legs — the  pushers  at  the  rear  end  and 
the  leaders  at  the  front  end — are  interested  in  the  concern. 

But  the  infusion  of  new  blood  into  a  concern  must  be 
watched  as  carefully  as  a  physician  watches  the  introduction  of 
a  drug  into  the  system.  As  we  all  know,  even  the  deadliest 
poisons  can  be  handled  most  profitably,  if  used  the  right  way 
and  in  proper  dilution.  So  the  newcomer  must  be  very  care- 
fully watched.  Every  newcomer  has  a  surplus  of  energy.  He 
is  compelled,  in  the  very  nature  of  things,  to  make  a  record. 
Sometimes  this  surplus  energy  causes  a  big  leak  to  the  con- 
cern. In  the  bicycle  trade  at  the  present  moment  we  have  our 
eye  upon  a  newcomer.  At  present  he  is  experimenting  with  a 
certain  matter.  This  certain  matter  will  result  in  some  big  fig- 
ures on  the  left-hand  side  of  the  firm's  ledger.  We  see  this, 
but  thev  cannot.  Why?  Because  they  are  too  close  to  it. 
And  this  is  only  a  sample  of  what  the  new  man  occasionally 
does. 


BICYCLES  AND  PIANOS. 


In  the  years  immediately  following  the  panic  of  1893  the  piano 
manufacturers  feared  that  the  bottom  had  dropped  out  of  their  busi- 
ness. When  the  condition  of  the  country  improved  the  people  went 
in  for  bicycles,  but  appeared  to  have  no  use  for  pianos.  Last  year 
the  piano  came  once  more  into  popular  favor,  and  the  manufactur- 
ers smile  as  they  review  the  record.  Over  130,000  pianos  were  made 
and  marketed,  the  largest  previous  oiitput  being  about  100,000  in  18y2. 
— Utica    Press. 

THE  "big"  demand  for  bicycles  had  something  to  do  with 
the  slackness  in  the  piano  trade,  but  so  had  the  hard 
times,  which  did  not  affect  the  demand  for  bicycles  for  various 
reasons.  The  principal  reason  was  that  the  bicycle  is  one 
of  those  things  that  appeals  mostly  to  the  young  man,  at  an 
age  when  he  will  have  things  he  wants,  if  he  must  bear  holes 
in  his  shoes  to  do  it.  Filling  of  the  "big"  demand  for  bicycles 
may  also  have  helped  the  piano  trade  part  of  the  way  back 
into  prosperity,  but  prosperity  itself  administered  the  real 
boost,  and  any  effort  to  show  that  the  renewed  popularity  of 
pianos  is  due  to  any  unpopularity  of  cycling  is  very  far- 
fetched. 


AGAIN  THE  HORSE. 


"P 


REDICTIONS  so  confidently  made  that  the  bicycle, 
automobile  and  other  mechanical  means  of  locomo- 
tion were  destined  to  relegate  the  horse  to  oblivion  are  not 
being  fulfilled,"  says  a  Chicago  paper.  "The  fact  is,  some- 
what surprising  though  it  may  seem,  that  in  many  localities 
the  horse  is  regaining  its  prestige."  The  Chicago  paper  pre- 
sents two  pictures,  one  showing  a  popular  park  a  year  ago 
with  the  walks  and  drives  thronged  with  men,  women  and 
children  on  bicycles,  the  companion  illustration  showing,  just 
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a  year  later,  at  the  same  spot,  a  similar  collection  of  persons 
on  horses  and  not  a  bicycle  to  be  seen.  "For  a  few  years 
there  was  an  abnormal  demand  for  bicycles.  That  has  now 
passed  and  tlie  trade  is  becoming  steady  and  natural.  The 
bicycle  has  made  itself  a  necessity  to  many  people,  and  has 
come  to  stay,  but  there  is  an  exhilaration  to  be  found  in  man- 
aging a  horse  which  ensures  a  steady  and  permanent  demand 
for  fine-blooded  animals." 

Still,  in  many  respects  the  horse  must  go.  The  bicycle  has 
greatly  displaced  him  in  cities  of  average  size.  In  the  largest 
cities  he  and  his  disease-breeding  filth  are  giving  way  to 
various  forms  of  rapid  transit,  and  he  is  destined  to  be  still 
further  squeezed  by  auto-motor  traffic  wagons  and  pleasure 
vehicles.  The  horse's  nearbv  destiny  is  to  work  the  field  and 
please  his  master  on  the  cattle  range  and  race  track.  He  is 
a  fine  animal — and  our  bronchial  tubes,  not  being  brass- 
lined,  will  be  glad  when  he  goes. 


THE  WHEEL  has  previously  said  that  the  year  will  be  a 
good  one.  The  percentage  increase  of  orders,  compared 
with  the  same  period  last  season,  so  much  more  than  bears  out 
our  prediction  as  to  start  an  impression  that  the  boom  period 
of  '96  is  to  be  repeated.  This  is  unquestionably  an  erroneous 
impression,  and  we  think  should  be  explained  away.  Among 
the  American  Bicycle  Co.  sales  departments,  for  example,  the 
actual  orders,  compared  with  last  season's  orders  for  the  same 
period,  show  increase  of  from  25  per  cent  to  216  per  cent,  the 
average  being  about  85  per  cent.  Now,  while  we  commend 
the  enterprise  which  advertises  this  increase  extensively  before 
the  public,  the  trade  itself  should  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that 
the  increase  in  the  actual  total  volume  will  be  most  reliably  in- 
dicated by  the  figures  of  the  largest  concerns.  One  of  these 
— a  good  one  to  g'auge  by — has  done  something  like  40  per 
cent  better  than  during  the  same  period  last  season.  A  good, 
fat  increase.  One  that  indicates  prosperity  and  accelerated 
salesmanship. 

WE  know  of  a  man  who  conducted  a  very  profitable  |oOO,- 
000  concern.  He  placed  his  concern  in  a  trust,  which 
for  a  time  was  one  of  the  "big"  ones.  To-day,  it  and  two 
others  of  about  the  same  prominence  are  practically  out  of  the 
maiket.  Three  examples  of  concentration  failing  through 
mismanagement,  through  lack  of  ability  to  perceive  and  con- 
quer conditions.  Other  trusts  have  failed.  Others  will  fail. 
But  the  trust  idea  will  not  fail.  Its  development  is  inevitable. 
Incidentally,  while  certain  concentrations,  such  as  department 
stores,  have  unquestionably  diminished  the  success  of  smaller 
competitors,  the  fact  remains  that  33,000  more  concerns  were 

doing  business  in  1899  than  in  1898. 

*    *    * 

THE  cost  of  one  battleship  will  build  many  hundred  miles 
of  fine  roadway.  We  may  sorely  need  good  roadways, 
in  portions  of  the  country  where  there  are  now  none  to  speak 
of,  in  case  of  war  with  a  foreign  nation.  All  this  with  ref- 
erence to  the  movement  to  get  Congress  to  set  aside 
five  millions  to  be  used  proportionately  by  various  States  in 
assisting  local  people  to  build  roads.  It  is  a  good  movement. 
If  it  falls  through  it  will  be  due  to  lack  of  organizing  ability 
in  the  L.  A.  W.,  where  it  originated.  The  amount  asked  for 
is  but  a  (]vop  in  the  bucket  of  Congressional  appropriations. 


ing  so  generally  adopted  to-day.  The  old  idea  that  an  abso- 
lutely rigid  bicycle  is  necessary  to  great  speed  is  wrong.  It 
is  not  rigidity  which  is  wanted.  In  a  sense,  a  cushion-frame 
machine  is  more  rigid — that  is,  it  enables  the  rider  to  maintam 
a  more  equable  position  than  on  one  not  so  fitted.  We  predict 
a  very  great  sale  for  cushion-frame  bicycles  in  due  time. 

*     *    * 

WITH  regret  we  speak  in  this  paper  of  the  disreputable 
advertising  methods  of  certain  publishers  of  cycle  trade 
publications.  We  feel  the  disagreeableness  of  the  subject.  Yet 
we  believe  it  fair  to  ourselves  to  at  once  quietly  and  dignifiedly 
notify  the  trade  that  The  Wheel  is,  as  it  always  has  been,  not 
tied  up  to  any  faction  or  section  of  the  bicycle  trade.  Nor  have 
we,  as  has  been  reported,  sold  our  space  at  red-flag  prices, 
though  that  would  have  been  our  particular  and  private  funeral 
had  we  done  so. 

ABOUT  the  least  intelligent  thing  in  the  world,  in  many 
instances,  is  a  vote.  Too  often  it  is  the  registration  of 
an  impulse,  not  of  logic  or  knowledge  of  facts.  The  prelimin- 
ary voting  on  the  control  of  racing  by  the  L.  A.  W.  should  be 
valued  accordingly  on  the  floor  of  the  National  Assembly  in 
February.  And  we  believe  it  will  be.  We  cannot  imagine  any 
self-respecting  delegate,  with  all  the  facts  thrashed  out  in  de- 
bate, voting  to  place  amateurism  in  the  hands  of  professional 
sports. 

THE  average  mind  deals  with  the  present  only.  In  the 
}ear  1896,  when  many  factories  of  many  kinds  were 
closed,  bicycle  factories  were  going  full  tilt.  Mechanics  lucky 
enough  to  be  working  in  those  factories  were  thankful  indeed. 
Now  has  come  concentration  and  elimination.  Not  so  many 
mechanics  are  employed.  Many  mechanics  are  thinking,  but 
not  of  the  good  old  days  in  '96.  There  is  nothing  too  severe 
for  them  to  say  now. 

RECENTLY  an  item  in  The  Wheel  stated  the  daily  out- 
put of  American  wood-rim  factories  to  be  about  85,000 
prdrs.  Two  contemporaries  took  the  figures  seriously,  and 
had  quite  a  controversy  between  themselves,  based  on  those 
figures.  Sorry  to  be  obliged  to  disarrange  all  their  fine  calcu- 
lations, but  the  correct  figures  were  8,500,  not  85,000. 

OVERHEARD  a  few  days  ago;  the  speaker  was  a  big  cycle 
maker  who  had  moved  about  the  country  a  bit,  and  who 
has  always  carefully  compared  prospective  demand  and  total 
output:  "I  am  going  home  to  work.  There  is  going  to  be  a 
shortage  of  bicycles." 

AMATEURISM  has  never  been  successfully  controlled  by 
professionals.  Temporary  mismanagement  does  not 
disprove  the  principle.  That  is  why  The  Wheel  believes 
the  L.  .A..  W.  should  continue  to  control  amateur  cycle 
racing-. 


^  --i-  :}: 


READERS  of  The  Wheel  may  extract  a  bit  of  satisfaction 
from  the  fact  that  in  no  other  journal  devoted  to  either 
cycling  or  automobilism  is  the  same  care  taken  to  publish  the 
latest  general  automobile  news,  in  compact  form   for  quick 


reading. 


EARL,  the  racing  man,  rode  a  mile  straightaway  in  Brook- 
lyn, in  1.22  1-5,  on  October  28,  1897,  on  a  cushion-frame 
bicycle,  the  cushion  device  being  essentially  that  which  is  be- 


ACCORDING  to  a  New  York  newspaper,  it  is  rumored  that 
there  is  a  scheme  afoot  to  make  TtrE  Wheel  the  official 
an  (if  the  L.  A.  W.    Tonnnv-rot. 


or 


1900. 
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AUTHOR,  SOLDIER,  LAWYER,  MERCHANT. 


INCIDENTALLY,    OWNER    OF    THE  TILLINGHAST   TIRE   PATENT. 


AT  Gettysburg,  Colonel  Dodge  lost  a  leg. 
It  is  extremely  fortunate  for  posterity, 
and  at  the  present  time  for  every  student  of 
the  art  of  war,  that  the  Gettysburg  accident 
was  not  worse. 

Colonel  Theodore  A.  Dodge  is  more — far 
more — than  the  soldier-lawyer  who  is  endeav- 
oring, in  an  unusually  shrewd  and  diplomatic 
fashion,  to  convince  a  number  of  people  of 
the  wisdom  of  recognizing,  without  litigation. 
his  rights  as  the  owner  of  the  Tillinghast 
patent  on  single-tube  tires.  That  is  but  an 
incident  in  a  remarkably  interesting,  cosmo- 
politan life.  Read  the  following  memo,  of 
contributions  to  the  world's  history  and 
literature,  and  remember  Colonel  Dodge 
as  their  author: 

THE     CAMPAIGN     OF     CHANCELLORS- 

^aLLE.    With   Maps.    8vo,   $3.00. 

It  is  not  easy  to  say  which  part  of  this  book 

is    best,    for   it    is    all    good. — The   New    York 

Nation. 
A    BIRD'S    EYE    VIEW    OF    OUR    CIVIL 

WAR.     With   Maps   and   Illustrations.       8vo, 

$3.00. 

A  clearer,  more  vivid  view,   a  more  accurate 

outline,    than    any    other    available    record. — 

London  Saturday  Review. 

PATROCLUS  AND  PENELOPE:  A  Chat 
IN  THE  Saddle.  With  Phototypes.  8vo, 
$3.00.  Popular  Edition.  With  wood  cut:s  from 
instantaneous  photographs.  Crown  Svo,  $1.25. 
The  spirit  of  a  sportsman  pervades  it 
throughout. — London    Field. 

GREAT  CAPTAINS.  With  Maps  and  Charts. 
Svo,   $2.00. 

The  conciseiness  and  sharpness  of  these  pic- 
tures make  them  very  effective. — Nczv  York 
Tribnnc. 

ALEXANDER.  A  History  of  the  Origin  and 
Growth  of  the  Art  of  War,  from  the  Earliest 
Times  to  the  Battle  of  Ipsus,  B.C.  301;  with 
a  detailed  account  of  the  Campaigns  of  the 
great  Macedonian.  With  237  Charts,  Maps, 
Plans  of  Battles  and  Tactical  Manoeuvres, 
Cuts  of  Armor,  Uniforms,  Siege  Devices 
and  Portraits.  Svo,  two  volumes  in  one, 
$5.00. 

A  series  of  chapters  full  of  instruction.— 
The  Athenaeum    (London). 

PIANNIBAL.     A   History   of   the   Art   of   War 
among  the  Carthaginians  and  Romans,   down 
to  Tlie    Battle    of    Pydna,    168    e.g.;    with    a 
detailed   account    of  the   Second    Punic   War.     With 
227    Charts,    Maps,    Plans    of    Battles,    and    Tactical 
Manoeuvres,     Cuts    of    Armor,    Weapons    and    Uni- 
forms.    Svo,  two  volumes  in  one,  $5.00. 
Aside   from    its   value   as    a    military    study,    Colonel 
Dodge's    book    is    most    interesting. — Journal    of    the 
Military   Service  Institution. 

CAESAR.  A  History  of  the  Art  of  War  among  the 
Romans,  from  the  Second  Punic  War  down  to  the 
Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,  with  a  detailed  ac- 
count of  the  Gallic  and  Civil  Wars.  With  275 
Cliarts,  Maps,  Plans  of  Battles  and  Tactical  Man- 
oeuvres and  other  Cuts.  Svo,  two  volumes  in  one, 
.$5.00. 

His  Hicid  style  and  easy  mastery  of  his  material 
afford  an  explanation  of  the  peculiar  interest  that 
attaches   to    his    volumes. — A'eiv    York    Times. 

GUSTAVUS  ADOLPHUS.  A  History  of  the  Art 
of  War  from  its  revival  after  the  Middle  Ages  to 
the  end  of  the  Spanish  Succession  War,  with  a 
detailed  account  of  the  campaigns  of  the  Great 
Swede,  and  the  most  famous  campaigns  of  Turenne, 
Conde,  Eugene  and  Marlborough.  With  234 
Charts,  Maps,  Plans  of  Battles  and  Tactical  Man- 
oeuvres and  Cuts  of  Uniforms  and  \\'eapons.  Svo, 
two  volumes   in   one,   $5.00. 


Every    one    interested   in    the    study    of   tlie    Art    of 
War    is    beholden    to    Colonel    Dodge    for    the    work 
that   he  is   doing. — American   Historical  Review. 
In   preparation,   uniform    in   style   with   the   above   vol- 
umes: 

FREDERICK  THE  GREAT.        NAPOLEON. 
The  series  of  six  volumes   (Alexander  to  Napoleon) 
will   cover   the   History   of  the    Art   of   War   from    the 
earlie'st   times   down   to  1815. 

RIDERS  OF  MANY  LANDS.  Profusely  illustrated 
by  Remington,  and  from  photographs  of  Oriental 
subjects.     Svo,   $4.00. 

A   book   that   will   gladden  the   heart   of   every   lover 
of  horses. — Boston  Herald. 

POST-PRANDIALS.  Occasional  verses  read  to  the 
Papyrus    Club.    Svo,    privately   printed. 


THEODORE   A.    DODGE. 

ARMY  AND  OTHER  TALES.  Magazine  articles 
and  extracts  from  a  diary  kept  during  the  Civil 
War.     Svo,  privately  printed. 

ADDRESSES  AND  REVIEWS.  From  the  Forum 
and  other  Reviews,  or  delivered  on  various  occa- 
sions.    Svo,    privately   printed. 

RIDING,  DRIVING,  FENCING.  Reprinted  from 
various  sources.     Svo,    privately   printed. 

FIFTY  YEARS  OF  HARD  AND  HAPPY  WORK. 
.\n  autobiographical   sketch.     Svo,   privately   printed. 

Theodore  A.  Dodge  was  born  in  Pittsfield, 
Mass.,  May  28,  1842.  He  was  sent  abroad  in 
1851,  and  was  educated  in  England,  France 
and  Germany,  receiving  a  military  education 
in  Berlin,  and  studying  at  Heidelberg  and  at 
London,  of  which  latter  University  he  is  a 
graduate.  On  the  outbreak  of  the  war  in 
18G1  he  returned  to  this  country,  and  went 
into  service  as  a  volunteer,  rising  through  all 
the  non-commissioned  and  commissioned 
ranks  to  the  command  of  a  regiment,  serving 
constantly  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and 


being  wounded  a  number  of  times.  At  the 
second  Manassas  his  regiment  lost  73  per  cent 
of  its  number.  At  Gettysburg,  Colonel  Dodge 
lost  a  leg.  Mr.  Stanton  then  offered  him  a 
commission  in  the  regular  army,  and  having 
served  a  number  of  years  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment, he  was  placed  on  the  retired  list  of  the 
army.  Since  then  he  has  been  more  or  less 
associated  with  business  enterprises,  and,  what 
he  enjoys  more,  has  spent  much  time  in  lit- 
erary work.  Colonel  Dodge  has  published 
nearly  twenty  volumes,  and  has  been  a  pro- 
lific writer  for  magazines  and  reviews.  In 
studying  for  his  magnum  opus,  a  "History  of 
the  Art  of  War,"  of  which  eight  vol- 
umes have  been  printed.  Colonel  Dodge 
has  traveled  much  in  every  part  of  Eu- 
rope and  the  Orient;  has  crossed  the 
ocean  a  hundred  times,  and  has  once 
been  round  the  world.  A  large  part  of 
Colonel  Dodge's  time  is  spent  in  Paris, 
where  he  studies  in  the  Bibliothequa 
Nationale.  The  cycle  trade,  then,  has 
had  comparatively  but  little  of  the  at- 
tention of  this  unusual  personality;  and 
it  is  like  mixing  incompatibilities  to  say 
that  this  frequent  pilgrim  to  the  greatest 
library  in  the  world,  this  writer  of 
books  on  the  world's  great  wars  and 
great  war  captains,  lives  part  of  the 
time  in  New  York,  attending  to  mat- 
ters connected  with  single-tube  tires. 


Bidwell  and  the  L.  A.  W.  Presidency. 

The  name  of  George  R.  Bidwell,  now 
Collector  of  the  Port  of  New  York,  has 
been  mentioned  in  connection  with  the 
L.  A.  W.  presidency.  Mr.  Bidwell  has 
many  interests,  and  the  capacity  to  con- 
trol them,  and  he  was  one  of  the  earliest 
and  strongest  factors  in  the  L.  A.  W.  in 
road  improvement  legislation.  Legisla- 
tion is  his  forte.  He  proceeds  on  a  big 
scale.  His  Liberty  bill  work  showed 
that.  He  would  like  to  see  a  tremendous 
object  lesson,  such  as  a  main  highway 
from  New  York  to  Buffalo  would  be.  He  said 
on  Tuesday  that  he  was  not  qualified  to  talk 
about  the  control  of  racing  by  the  L.  A.  W.,  but 
that  in  road  improvement  legislation  the 
League  had  an  opportunity  which,  if  followed 
up,  would  completely  overshadow  all  its  other 
functions.  He  had  not  considered  a  candi- 
dacy for  the  League  presidency,  and  might 
not  accept.  On  the  other  hand,  he  might.  In 
his  talk  with  The  Wheel  man  he  showed  a 
kind  of  eagerness  with  reference  to  the  road 
improvement  possibilities.  He  foresees  the 
greatness  of  that  opportunity  for  some  man 
big  enough  to  handle  it. 


The  Automobile  Coat. 

That  excessively  long  box  coat  now  worn 
by   ladies   on   the   street   originated   in   Paris, 

and   is   correctly   called   the   automobile   coat. 
The  men  wear  coats  of  leather. 
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THE  1900  SHOW 

In  Madison  Square  Garden  Opens  Saturday,  8  P.  M. 

PROSPECTUS. 
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THE  fifth  annual  New  York  cycle  show  will 
open  in  Madison  Square  Garden  next 
Saturday,  with  every  promise  of  being  one  of 
the  most  successful  cycle  exhibitions  ever  held. 
Certainly  there  is  a  spirit  of  enthusiasm  among 
the  makers  who  will  be  represented,  which  is 
indicative  of  the  optimistic  feeling  of  the  trade 
at  the  present  time.  A  prosperous  season  in 
prospect,  with  every  chance  of  satisfying  ful- 
fillment, is  making  manufacturers  and  dealers 
experience  something  of  the  old-time  energy, 
and  the  show  is  the  object  upon  which  many 
of  them  are  focussing  their  evidences  of  re- 
awakening. 

The  trade  is  looking  up;  throwing  out  its 
chest,  getting  its  shoes  shined  and  clothes 
brushed,  figuratively  speaking,  and  it  feels  that 
there  is  prospect  of  still  better  times  to  come. 
There  is  no  denying  that  the  year  1900  looks 
bright  and  cheerful  now,  and  the  bicycle  trade, 
ever  sensitive  to  changes  of  conditions,  has 
felt  it  ever  since  the  year  has  been  written 
with  two  ciphers,  as  an  indication  that  old 
scores  have  been  wiped  off  and  the  calendar, 
as  well  as  the  trade,  is  to  take  a  new  start. 

Cycle  shows  have  always  gleaned  what  en- 
thusiasm for  display  and  advertising  the  mak- 
ers have  had,  and  this  was  particularly  true 
of  the  earlier  ones.  The  one  now  upon  us 
will  probably  be  very  similar  to  the  famous 
ones  of  the  past,  if  appearances  two  days  in 
advance  are  of  any  value.  There  will  be  the 
things  which  will  warm  the  hearts  of  the 
dealers.  The  dealers  will  show  their  appre- 
ciation in  placing  orders.  There  will  be  a  rec- 
iprocity of  the  trade  agreements  which  will 
make  both  dealer  and  manufacturer  realize 
that  the  "milk  of  human  kindness"  has  not 
been  curdled  by  the  threatening  thunders  of 
past  adversities.  "There's  a  good  time  com- 
ing," and  the  trade  knows  it,  and  it  will  show 
that  it  knows  it  by  making  this  fifth  annual 
show  one  of  the  big  ones  of  the  trade's  his- 
tory. 

Riders,  too,  will  have  every  cause  for  satis- 
faction. Makers  appreciate  the  fact  that  there 
are  thousands  of  riders  who  know  as  much 
about  mechanical  construction,  finish  and  im- 
provements as  any  dealer,  and  they  will  be 
given  every  opportunity  to  see  and  hear  every- 
thing the  show  affords.  There  will  be  souven- 
irs, too — lots  of  them;  and  of  kind  and  value 
that  will  rival  preceding  shows  of  years  when 
the  trade  went  to  extremes  in  this  class  of  ad- 
vertising. The  rider  will  be  well  taken  care 
of,  and  with  the  dealer  and  maker  will  form 
the  trio  that  will  be  credited  with  the  success 
of  this  exhibition. 

It  would  be  utterly  impossible  to  give  in 
detail  a  forecast  of  all  the  attractions  the  show 
will  probably  hold.  Nearly  all  of  the  promi- 
nent lines  of  wheels  will  be  represented,    The 


A.  B.  C.  will  make  a  strong  display,  and,  of 
course,  being  the  largest  single  company,  will 
be  more  in  evidence  than  any  other.  How- 
ever, other  makers,  whose  names  are  known 
as  well,  will  be  represented,  and  the  show 
will  be  a  very  good  exposition  of  the  progress 
and  prospects  of  the  bicycle  manufacturing 
trade. 

As  an  appetizer  for  the  feast  to  come,  a 
preliminary  description  of  some  of  the  ex- 
hibits is  given  in  this  issue,  and  a  perusal  of 
it  will  make  the  reader  better  appreciate  what 
may  be  expected  when  the  show  is  on. 


Union  Cycle  Mfg.  Co. 

Space  77  will  be  occupied  by  the  Union 
Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  Highlandville,  Mass.,  who 
expect  to  show  four  models:  The  Sager  gear 
chainless,  fitted  with  the  tri-bar,  so  familiar 
to  the  trade  during  the  past  season.  This 
style  of  gearing,  as  is  well  known,  has  proven 
to  be  very  fast,  and  has  been  considerably 
improved  since  last  season,  and  it  is  believed 
will  become  a  very  popular  model.  They  will 
also  show  a  light-weight  chain  machine  of 
new  design,  with  two-piece  crank  fixture 
which  is  easily  detachable  without  disturbing 
the  adjustment;  besides  which  they  will  show 
two  of  their  past  season's  popular  models, 
which  at  the  solicitation  of  a  number  of  their 
best  customers,  are  being  continued,  namely, 
the  Union  Whitehead  and  its  lower-priced 
mate,  the  Redhead.  All  models  are  flush 
joint  throughout,  the  new  member  of  the 
family  being  made  of  smaller  diameter  tub- 
ing. They  will  also  show  the  popular  Mor- 
row coaster-brake,  fitted  to  one  of  their  ma- 
chines, and  will  be  prepared  to  supply  same 
on  demand.  The  friends  of  the  Union,  on 
calling  there,  will  receive  a  hearty  welcome 
from  Mr.  John  McDowell,  who  is  so  well 
known  at  all  such  gatherings,  assisted  by 
other  members  of  their  staff. 


bicycles  will  be  shown,  consisting  of  ladies' 
and  gentlemen's  chainless,  listing  at  $60; 
double  diamond  and  drop-frame  tandems, 
$75;  Cooper  special  racer,  at  $50;  Monarch 
light  roadster,  at  $40;  Monarch  roadster,  at 
$30;  King  and  Queen  models,  $25,  and  two 
special  models  which  will  be  listed  at  $40 
and  $50,  respectively.  The  well-known  and 
popular  Waverley  wheels  will  be  conspicuous; 
the  company's  two  new  1900  models,  which 
are  beauties  and  list  at  $35,  will  doubtless  at- 
tract their  share  of  attention  and  be  the  sub- 
jects of  considerable  comment.  Special  mod- 
els will  also  be  exhibited.  The  Phoenix  line, 
embracing  two  superb  ladies'  and  gentle- 
men's wheels,  will  be  shown  with  their  new 
and  distinctive  features.  These  machines  will 
be  listed  at  $40  each.  One  of  the  notable 
features  of  the  exhibit  will  be  the  two  huge 
lions  which  for  many  years  past  have  been 
characteristic  of  the  company's  enterprises. 
Large  pictures  of  Tom  Cooper  and  Lillian 
Russell,  whose  names  are  synonymous  with 
Monarch  bicycles,  will  adorn  the  booth  and 
give  an  additional  charm  to  the  display.  The 
company  will  distribute  gratuitously,  in  the 
form  of  souvenirs,  specially  prepared  pack- 
ages of  the  celebrated  Monarch  chewing  gum. 


Monarch  Sales  Department. 

The  Monarch  Sales  Department  will  occupy 
space  numbers  153  to  160,  inclusive.  They 
will  be  ably  represented  in  their  exhibit  by  C. 
P.  Adams,  who  will  officiate  as  manager  in 
charge.  His  assistants,  who  have  been  se- 
lected with  due  consideration,  are  all  in  close 
touch  with  the  trade,  and  each  will  spare  no 
efforts  to  make  the  company's  exhibit  of  in- 
terest and  profit  and  one  long  to  be  remem- 
bered by  every  visitor.  They  include  Messrs. 
A.  L.  House,  J.  G.  Judson,  L  B.  Fryer,  F,  L. 
Colebrook,  E.  R.  Augusine  and  P.  A.  Ren- 
ton,    A  complete  line  of  the  famous  Monarch 


Featherstone  Sales  Department. 

The  Featherstone  Sales  Department  of  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.  will  exhibit  in  spaces 
89,  to  89,  inclusive.  They  will  have  a  com- 
plete line  of  Featherstone  machines  in  spaces 
8'2,  83,  84  and  85,  in  samples  of  eight  ma- 
chines, which  will  about  cover  all  sizes  of 
frame  and  colors.  In  the  remaining  spaces 
will  be  a  complete  line  of  Tribune,  Envoy  and 
Fleetwing  machines;  the  former  made  by  the 
Tribune  factory  at  Erie  and  the  latter  by  the 
Buffalo  factory  at  Buffalo.  They  \vill  also 
have  a  full  line  of  Fay  juvenile  machines  on 
exhibition. 

Another  exhibit  will  be  the  first  pneumatic 
tired  machine  made  in  this  country,  fitted 
with  the  old  Dunlop  tires.  This  was  on  ex- 
hibition at  Chicago  at  the  last  show,  and  at- 
tracted a  great  deal  of  interest.  This  ma- 
chine was  made  in  the  fall  of  1890  and  was 
marketed  under  the  name  of  "Featherstone 
Pneumatic." 

They  will  have  a  very  attractive  assortment 
of  parts  showing  the  mechanical  construction 
of  all  of  the  machines  that  they  market  from 
the  division. 

One  of  the  features  in  connection  with  this 
exhibit  will  be  the  awarding  of  two  prizes; 
that  is,  a  Tribune  and  a  Featherstone  ma- 
chine as  the  first  and  second  prizes.     These 


1900. 


33 


^ 
^ 
^ 


^ 


^ 
^ 
^ 


^ 
(? 
^ 


() 


^ 
^ 
^ 


^ 
(? 


THE  1900  MHNSON. 


SPECIAL. 


HTHE  MANSON  line  of 
■*■  bicycles  can  be  seen  at 
the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel,  New 
York,  during  the  week  of  the 
Cycle  Show.  Everyone  is 
invited  to  inspect  the  handsom- 
est line  of  bicycles  ever  shown. 


^ 


0 


This  week  we  show  illustrations 
of  three  of  our  models.  They  are 
all  beauties  and  will  sell  them- 
selves, as  our  wheels  have  in  the 
past.  They  carry  a  guarantee  never 
before  attempted  by  any  other 
maker. 

We  replace  every  defective 
part  found  in  the  "  Manson " 
bicycle,  and  we  pay  express 
charges  both  ways. 

This  guarantee  is  not  an  experi- 
ment with  us.  We  have  tried  it 
thoroughly,  carefully  living  up  to 
it,  and  it  has  become  a  part  of  our 
fixed  policy. 

Our  deaf-and-dumb  traveler,  our 
Mr.  Trunk,  is  another  feature 
which  has  proven  successful.  Our 
agents  do  not  have  to  pay  for  high 
salaried  salesmen,  railroad  fare, 
cigars,  theatre  tickets,  dinners 
and  innumerable  other  expenses. 
None  of  these  is  added  to  the 
cost  of  the  Hanson  bicycle. 

To  responsible  dealers  we  should 
be  pleased  to  send  our  traveler,  the 
Manson  trunk,  containing  samples 
for  inspection,  charges  prepaid. 
When  you  have  once  seen  the 
Manson  bicycle  and  learned  the 
price,  it  will  take  something  more 
than  a  bicycle  salesman  to  interest 
you  in  any  other  wheel. 


Illustrations  of  our 
Famous    3-Crown 
Models  will  be 
shown  next  week. 


Model  32,  2  J -lb.  Racer,  List  $50.00— Fitted  with  Palmer  Tires. 


Gents',  Model  31,  List  $30.00— Fitted  with  Manson  3-Cfown  Tires, 

Adjustable  Handle-Bars. 


(Independent  Manufacturers), 


}    Manson  Square,  CHICAGO. 


Write  for  Catalogue  and  Prices 


Ladies',  Model  31,  List  $30.00— Fitted  with  Manson  3-Crown  Fully  Guaranteed  Tires, 

Adjustable  Handle-Bars. 

Kindly  mention  Th«  Wheel. 
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Together  with  the  bicycle  lamps  is  here  il- 
lustrated the  Solar  acetylene  carriage  lamp. 


Griffith  &  Colwell. 

Griffith  &  Colwell,  320  Broadway,  New 
York  City,  will  exhibit  the  following  lines: 
The  National  American  Cycle  Co.,  of  Akron, 
O.,  line  of  bicycles,  including  line  of  juve- 
niles; the  Seal  Lock  Co.,  of  Chicago,  111.,  the 
O.  K.  gas  lamp;  the  League  Handle-Bar  Co.. 
of  Chicago,  111.,  complete  line  of  bars  and 
seat-posts;  Cycle  &  Tool  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  fittings,  hangers  and  frame  sets; 
tb.e  Naber  Saddle  &  Spring  Co.,  of  Chicago, 
saddles  and  springs  for  all  kinds  of  seats; 
James  Duckworth,  Springfield,  Mass.,  bicy- 
cle chains;  Power  Mfg.  Co.,  Bloomfield,  N. 
j.,  automobile  chains,  from  one-inch  to  two- 
inch  pitch,  also  bicycle  chains;  K.  &  C.  Mfg. 
Co.,  of  Ayer,  Mass.,  wood  rims. 

A.  B.  C.  Ball  and  Pedal  Factory. 

The  ball  exhibit  will  consist  of  a  large  tri- 
angular showcase,  containing  balls  from 
three  and  three-fourths  inch  in  diameter  down 
to  one-sixteenth  inch  in  diameter,  arranged 
in  symmetrical  lines  and  carrying  out  the  gen- 
eral idea  of  the  trade-mark. 

The  pedal  exhibit  will  be  a  complete  line 
of  pedals,  consisting  of  the  King,  Queen, 
Banner,  Rover  and  Professional,  in  both  the 
rat-trap  and  the  rubber  combination,  and  in 
all  sizes.  Sections  of  the  pedals  will  be  ex- 
hibited, showing  the  details  of  construction 
of  each. 

The  stampings  exhibit  will  be  of  a  com- 
plete line  of  the  stampings  manufactured  by 
them,  consisting  of  electrically  welded  crank- 
hangers,   heads,  head  lugs,  etc. 
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Loomis  Automobile  Co. 


two  bicycles  will  be  given  away  at  9  o'clock, 
Saturday  evening,  Jan.  27. 

In  this  connection,  they  will  have  two  young 
ladies  give  away  lO.iJOO  pink  carnations  and 
also  the  same  number  of  cards  entitling  each 
of  the  holders  to  a  chance  on  one  of  the  bi- 
cycles. By  detaching  the  coupon  from  the 
original  card  and  putting  the  holder's  name 
thereon  and  depositing  it  in  the  box.  and  re- 
taining the  original  card  for  identification,  they 
will  be  entitled  to  a  chance.  x\ll  of  the  cou- 
pons will  be  put  into  a  barrel  Saturday  night, 
and,  after  thoroughh'  mixing  them  up,  a 
little  tot  will  take  out  two  of  the  coupons. 
The  holder  of  the  original  card  correspond- 
ing with  the  number  of  the  first  coupon  will 
be  entitled  to  the  first  prize,  and  the  second 
card  extracted  to  the  second  prize. 

R.  C.  Rueschaw  will  be  in  charge  of  the 
booth  and  will  be  assisted  by  C.  B.  Vaughan, 
C.  H.  Thwing  and  E.  H.  Strong. 
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Stearns  Sales  Department. 

In  the  centre  tier  and  immediately  back  of 
the  Pope  stand  is  that  of  the  Stearns  Sales 
Department,  comprising  eight  booths,  num- 
bered from  125  to  132,  inclusive.  Major  Tay- 
lor will  be  the  great  attraction  here,  along 
with  the  wheel  on  which  he  made  his  famous 
record  of  1.27  2-5.  Memorandum  books  will 
be  given  as  souvenirs  at  this  booth.  The 
main  attraction  will  be  an  aqviarium  of  three 
tanks,  with  imported  and  domestic  fish  swim- 
ming in  them.  One  tank  will  contain  gold- 
fish and  others  of  a  yellow  color.  This  tank 
will  be  labeled  "The  Yellow  Fellows,"  a  pop- 
ular name  for  the  Stearns  bicycle.  Another 
tank  contains  flying-fish,  and  will  be  marked 
■'The  White  Flyers,"  the  Barnes  wheel.  The 
third  tank  will  have  salmon,  trout  and  red 
perch,  to  symbolize  "The  Crimson  Rims,"  as 
Syracuse  bicycles  are  called.  Of  these  three 
lines,  the  Stearns,  the  Syracuse  and  the  Barnes 
wheels,  all  the  up-to-date  models  will  be 
shown.  The  "special"  models  in  all  these 
three  lines  will  be  finished  in  a  novel  and  at- 
tractive manner.  The  Syracuse  for  1900  has 
a  crimson  frame,  with  head  and  seat  pillar, 
tubes  enameled  in  black.  The  Stearns  is 
done  in  yellow  and  black.  The  Barnes  is  all 
white,  as  in  other  years,  but  gold  stripings 
are  added  and  the  head  is  purple.  The  wheels 
to  be  shown  include  the  Stearns  bevel-gear 
chainless.  and  the  Barnes  bevel-gear  chain- 
less,  the  Stearns  Racer,  Special,  Pacer  and 
Road  wheels;  the  Barnes  Racer,  Special, 
Pacer  and  Road  wheels,  and  the  Syracuse 
Racer.  Special  and   Road  wheels. 


Veeder  Mfg.  Co. 

The  Veeder  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Hartford,  Conn., 
will  show  a  line  of  regular  nickel-plated,  as 
well  as  gold-plated,  and  engraved  single  and 
trip  cyclometers,  and  also  a  line  of  counting 
machines.      With    the    use    of   two    motors    a 


practical  demonstration  of  the  running  quali- 
ties of  both  the  cyclometers  and  the  counters 
will  be  made.  Three  counters  will  be  oper- 
ated by  one  motor  and  three  cyclometers  by 
the  other,  and  it  will,  of  course,  be  demon- 
strated clearly  that  none  of  the  instruments 
skip  or  register  too  much. 


Badger  Brass  IVIfg.  Co. 


l-^ii 


The  Badger  Brass  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Kenosha, 
Wis.,  will  exhibit  a  complete  line  of  §olar 
acetylene    carriage  ,  and    bicycle    lamps.     The 


1900  model  bicycle  lamp  has  the  well-tried 
system  of  generation,  the  simplicity  of  which, 
both  in  construction  and  operation,  makes  it 


a  safe  and  satisfactory  acetylene  lamp.  It  is 
constructed  entirely  of  extra  heavy  gauge 
brass,   and   has   been   improved   by   reduction 


in    weight    and    size 
bracket. 


The    Loomis    Automobile     Co., 
Mass.,    will    exhibit    a    very    light, 


jositn'c 


Westfield, 
neat    park 

wagon,  with  speed  from  one  to  twelve  miles 
per  hour.  The  body  will  be  painted  black, 
with  carmine  striping,  and  the  gear  carmine, 
with  black  striping.  Upholstery  will  be  in 
tan  whip-cord.  Heavy  two  and  one-half  inch 
automobile  tires,  with  wood  rims  and  steel 
spokes,  will  be  used.  Ball-bearings  are  used 
in  all  the  running  parts.  A  two  and  one-half 
horse-power  gasoline  motor  is  attached  to 
the  ge;ir.  thus  leaving  the  entire  body  free 
from  machinery  and  vibration.  The  driving 
gear  is  enclosed  in  a  neat  gear-case.  Com- 
pensating gear  is  used  on  the  front  axle,  so 
all  unevenness  may  be  taken  on  the  road  and 
not  transmitted  to  the  body.  The  equalizing 
gear  is  fitted  to  the  rear  so  that  both  wheels 
act  as  drivers.  Their  automobile  weighs  but 
315  pounds.  Absolutely  no  water  is  used, 
conscc|uentIy  there  is  no  freeze-up:  no  flame 
is    used,    consequently     no    danger;    instantly 
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MANlfAC- 
TIRERS 


KNOW 


that  a  first-class 
tire  means  satis- 
faction to  his  cus- 
tomers ;  that  ex- 
periments with 
unknown  or  poor 
quality  tires  are 
costly;  that  a  tire 
made  of  an  infer- 
ior quality  of  rub- 
ber and  fabric  rap- 
idly deteriorates  ; 
that  it  will  not 
last,  nor  is  it 
as  resilient. 


RIDERS  KNOW 

that,  when  a  wheel  is  fitted 

with  Hartford  Single=Tube 

Tires,    the    maker    of   that 
wheel  has   tried  to  give  him 
the   best    tire   procur- 
able in  the  market. 


^ 
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Hartford... 


Single-Tube  Tires 


have  always  been  the  standard  by  which  all  single-tube 
tires  have  been  compared.  We  have  kept  faith  with  our 
customers  in  the  past  and  will  continue  to  do  so  in  the 
future.  The  stamp  "Hartford"  means  that  a  tire  is  the  best 
possible  combination  of  rubber  and  fabric  for  durability  and 
resiliency. 


The  Hartford 


Rubber  Works  (Company, 

HARTFORD,    CONN. 
Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Washington,  Buffalo,  Cleveland,  Detroit,  Chicago,  Denver  and  Minneapolis. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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started,  no  machinery  exposed  to  the  dust; 
fuel  tank  with  handle,  detachable  and  can  be 
carried  anywhere  and  filled. 


Spalding  Sales  Department. 

The  Spalding  Sales  Department  exhibits 
occupy  sixteen  booths,  numbered  101  to  116, 
inclusive,  occupying  the  space  corresponding 
to  that  of  the  Pope  Sales  Department,  at  the 
other  end  of  the  Garden.  The  stand  will  be 
handsomely  carpeted  and  decorated,  and  will 
be  marked  by  several  electric  signs.  The 
centre  of  it  will  be  given  over  to  the  use  of 
visitors,  and  upholstered  chairs  and  settees 
will  be  provided  for  their  comfort.  Souvenirs 
will  be  distributed  in  the  shape  of  a  celluloid 
stamp-case,  and  catalogues  and  reading  mat- 
ter of  all  kinds  will  be  furnished  visitors  to 
this  stand.  The  main  exhibit  will  naturally 
be  the  1900  models.  A  man's  and  a  woman's 
chainless  bicycle  will  be  shown.  The  leading 
features  of  the  new  Spalding  chainless  will 
be  the  location  of  the  main  driving-gear,  the 
bevel-gear  with  involute  tooth  and  greater 
rigidity  of  frame.  A  new  scheme  in  the  ap- 
plication of  the  gears,  which  admits  of  their 
adjustment  exteriorly,  and  without  taking 
them  apart,  will  be  shown.  All  bearing  and 
gear  adjustments  are  made  independently  of 
each  other,  securing  greater  strength  and 
simplifying  repairs.  Internal  binders  in  head 
and  seat  pillar  tubes,  arched  front  fork-crown 
and  new  style  crank  construction  are  the 
other  novelties.  Prices  range  from  $75  for 
the  chainless  to  $35  for  the  cheapest  chain 
wheels.  At  the  same  stand  will  be  shown 
also  the  Crawford  bicycles  in  models,  in- 
cluding a  line  ranging  in  price  from  the  juve- 
nile at  $22.50  to  the  highest  type  of  chain 
wheel  at  $40,  and  including  others  at  $25  and 
$35.  The  Imperial  line,  which  is  also  handled 
by  this  division,  will  be  displayed  in  a  variety 
of  all  chain  wheels,  listed  at  $25,  $35,  $40.  The 
Nyack  line,  at  $25,  $30  and  $35,  will  also  form 
a  part  of  this  exhibit. 


Reading  Standard  Mfg.  Co. 

The  Reading  Standard  Mfg.  Co.,  Reading, 
Pa.,  will  exhibit  a  full  line  of  Reading  Stand- 
ard bicycles.  On  every  bicycle  so  ordered 
from  them  this  company  fits  the  Morrow 
coaster  and  brake.  On  their  model  40  they 
use  a  crown  of  three  plates,  designed  by  them 
and  covered  by  design  patent.  On  models  30 
and  31  is  used  a  box  crown,  also  design  pat- 
ented, as  is  the  sprocket  on  models  40  and 
41.  The  company's  output  during  the  com- 
ing season  they  expect  to  be  something  be- 
tween 15,000  and  18,000  bicycles.  They  are 
running  their  factory  overtime  now,  and  will 
shortly  run  twenty-two  hours  daily.  The  fac- 
tory is  one  of  the  most  up-to-date  and  com- 
plete in  the  country,  and  the  1900  product  is 
expected  to   add  greatly  to  their  reputation. 


They  have  not  lost  sight  of  style  and  finish, 
but  quality  is  the  foundation  upon  which  they 
build  their  reputation.  It  is  upon  this  prin- 
ciple they  have  worked  since  their  start  in  the 
bicycle  business. 


New  York  Sporting  Goods  Co. 

The  New  York  Sporting  Goods  Co.,  of  61 
Nassau  street.  New  York,  will  occupy  stands  52 
and  53  on  the  ground  floor,  exhibiting  their 
line  of  "Sportman"  and  "Regiment"  bicycles 
and  a  varied  assortment  of  bicycle  sundries. 
Special  display  will  be  made  of  the  Lord  tire 
bell,  the  manufacture  of  which  they  control; 
also  the  "Plew"  pneumatic  saddle,  for  which 
they  are  metropolitan  agents.  Troxel  hand- 
made saddles  will  also  come  in  for  consider- 
able prominence. 

Three  models  of  "Sportman"   bicycles  will 


be  shown,  consisting  of  men's  and  women's 
roadsters  and  a  racing  model.  These  ma- 
chines are  made  from  Shelby  seamless  tubing, 
drop-forged,  flush-joint  connections,  Fauber 
one-piece  hanger  and  are  finished  in  black  or 
robin's-egg  blue  with  rims  enameled  and 
striped  to  correspond  with  color  of  frame. 
They  will  be  equipped  with  first-grade,  guar- 
anteed tires  and  choice  of  several  high-class 
saddles. 

"Regiment"  bicycles  are  made  of  seamless 
tubing  and  stamped-steel,  flush-joint  connec- 
tions and  two-piece,  forged  cranks  and  axles. 
Both  men's  and  women's  models  will  be  fin- 


ished in  black  and  maroon  enamel.     Export 
models  of  both  "Sportman"  and  "Regiment" 


bicycles  will  be  shown  equipped  with  front 
and  rear  mud-guards,  brakes  and  detachable 
tires,  as  this  company  makes  a  specialty  of 
the  export  trade. 

The  Lord  wheel  bell  attaches  to  fork  of  bi- 
cycle and  rings  with  a  loud  noise,  being  op- 
erated from  any  part  of  the  handle-bar.  Un- 
like other  bells  of  its  kind,  it  is  made  from 
brass,  which  admits  of  fine  finish  and  will  not 
rust.  The  gong  is  made  of  best  grade  of 
metal. 

The  Plew  pneumatic  saddle  has  been  much 
improved  for  1900,  the  nose  or  rubber  bag 
being  made  much  heavier.  This  bag,  which 
can  be  inflated  to  the  desired  tension  with  an 
ordinary  hand-pump,  is  placed  in  the  nose  of 
the  saddle  and  prevents  any  injury  to  parts 
so  susceptible  to  injury. 

The  regular  men's  or  women's  models  are 
made  of  the  finest  grade  of  material  on  popu- 
lar lines,  the  leather  being  formed  over  a 
steel  base  well  padded  with  pneumatic  bag  in 
nose,  as  described.  The  racing  model  is  sim- 
ilar, except  that  it  is  constructed  on  a  wood 
base  and  is  somewhat  higher  in  the  back. 

In  addition  to  the  above  specialties,  the 
N.  Y.  Sporting  Goods  Co.  will  exhibit  their 
new  "Regiment"  single-tube  tire,  Troxel  sad- 
dles and  a  complete  assortment  of  standard 
sundries,  fittings  and  tools. 


Frank  Mossberg  Company. 

The  Frank  Mossberg  Company,  of  Attle- 
boro,  Mass.,  will  exhibit  in  space  No.  64, 
which  is  the  first  space  on  the  right  of  the 
entrance  on  the  ground  floor.' •  The  exhibit 
will  consist  of  two  tire  bells,  which  had  a 
very  extensive  run  throughout  the  country 
last  season  and  which  nearly  every  large  job- 
bing house  in  the  country  has  catalogued 
and  will  handle  for  the  coming  season.  In 
addition  to  these  bells  there  will  be  two  new 
models  of  handle-bar  chimes,  which  are  two 
of  the  most  unique  and  decisive  chime  bells 
produced.  A  number  of  the  leading  jobbers 
■  have  signified  their  intention  of  listing  the 
No.  12  bell  in  their  catalogue  as  the  "Moss- 
berg Automobile  Bell,"  claiming  that  it  is 
unnecessary  to  use  an  electrical  or  fire-gong 
bell  on  an  automobile  when  they  can  obtain 
a  bell  capable  of  producing  the  sound  as 
derived  from  this  electric  chime. 

In  addition  to  the  above  lines  there  will 
I)e  the  Mossberg  wrenches,  in  model  C  and 
model  D,  as  this  concern  is  now  the  sole  sell- 
ing agents  for  the  Mossberg  Wrench  Co. 


Lozier  Sales  Department. 

At  the  very  centre  booth  in  the  main  aisle, 
occupying  what  some  consider  the  place  of 
honor,  will  be  found  the  Lozier  Sales  Depart- 
ment exhibit,  showing  the  world-renowned 
Cleveland,  side  by  side  with  the  justly  famous 
Westfield  and   Niagara  bicycles.     The   Cleve- 
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The  mechanical  construction  of  our  new  frames  in  the  celebrated 

LENAWEE  AND  NOXALL 

has  caught  the  eye  of  thousands. 
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i  Srass-Lined  Clincher  Tubing  Holds  World's  Records  for  Safety.! 
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land  people  will  have  on  view  eight  or  more 
Cleveland  models,  showing  chain  and  chain- 
less  designs,  in  both  men's  and  women's 
wheels.  The  exhibit  will  show,  as  in  former 
years,  all  the  grace,  attractiveness  and  beauty 
for  which  the  Lozier  product  is  so  justly  fa- 
mous. The  brilliant  managerial  ability,  so 
often  displayed  by  this  company,  combined 
with  their  unlimited  resources,  will,  no  doubt, 
produce  an  exhibit  which  will  not  alone  be 
very  beautiful  and  attractive,  but  will,  in  all 
probability,  lay  a  claim  to  being  the  best 
exhibit  in  the  Garden. 
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Western  Wheel  Sales  Department. 

In  the  space  including  stands  90,  91,  92,  93, 
94,  95,  96,  97,  98,  99,  100,  and  located  ar  the 
eastern  end  of  the  Garden,  south  side  of  the 
floor  space,  is  the  exhibit  of  the  Western 
Wheel  Sales  Department.  The  stand  will  be 
mounted  in  blue  and  white.  A  white  enam- 
eled coping,  topped  with  blue  plush  and  gilt 
cornice,  will  surround  the  whole.  Within  will 
be  a  stand  sign  in  the  shape  of  a  gilt  crescent, 
studded  with  incandescent  lamps.  This  will 
mark  one  end  of  the  space.  At  the  other  end 
will  be  another  upright  sign  of  cathedral 
glass,  bearing  the  Sterling  name  and  name- 
plate.  Two  complete  lines  of  bicycles  will  be 
exhibited  at  this  stand,  comprising  the  ever- 
popular  medium-priced  Crescent  line,  and  the 
no  less  celebrated  "built-like-a-watch"  Sterl- 
ing. The  exhibit  will  be  in  charge  of  Chas. 
V.  Tuthill,  manager  of  the  eastern  branch, 
assisted  by  the  following  salesmen:  F.  S. 
Daily,  W.  E.  Sparks,  H.  L.  Spencer,  L.  C. 
Cherrill  and  W.  H.  Dougherty,  each  of  whom 
will  take  a  personal  delight  in  making  every 
visitor  perfectly  familiar  with  the  details  of 
each  model  in  their  exhibit.  The  efforts  of 
the  Western  Wheel  people  have  been  directed 
this  season  in  perfecting  what  they  consider 
the  most  complete  and  extensive  line  of  wheels 
offered  by  any  manufacturer  in  this  or  any 
previous  year.  Crescent  bicycles  are  repre- 
sented by  eight  models.  The  adult  line  ex- 
hibits three  men's  and  three  women's  mod- 
els, consisting  of  chain  and  chainless  de- 
signs, varying  in  price  from  $25  to  $60. 
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C.  J.  Downing. 

As  manufacturers'  agent,  C.  J.  Downing, 
New  York  City,  will  display  a  full  line  of 
automobile,  carriage  and  bicycle  hubs,  spokes 
and  nipples,  rims,  pedals  and  chains;  also 
complete  bicycles  and  all  fittings,  parts,  sun- 
dries, etc.  His  line  includes  the  Sole  clip, 
which  is  becoming  very  popular;  also  the 
Victor  pedal  bell,  a  new  and  useful  sundry; 
tlie  Ideal  Plating  Co.'s  handle-bars,  which, 
including  their  popular  extension  stem,  is  de- 
serving of  special  mention,  as  this  company 
is  one  of  the  very  few  who  still  make  bars 
of  the  best  material  only  and  finish  them 
elegantly. 

The  American  Specialty  Mfg.  Co.'s  spokes 
and  nipples  for  automobiles  and  bicycles  will 


be  leaders  in  the  exhibit,  and  their  well-known 
Sunbeam  spoke  is  a  novelty  of  merit;  the 
racing  pedals  made  by  the  Velox  Machine 
Works  have  many  claims  to  superiority.  The 
Baldwin  detachable  chain  will  also  be  a  lead- 
ing feature  in  the  exhibit,  as  well  as  the  line 
of  bicycles  made  by  the  Sherman  Cycle  Co., 
of  Chicago,  111. 


R.  n.  Wolff  &  Co.   Ltd. 
••»••■•• 

Spaces  74  and  75  will  be  occupied  by  R.  H. 
Wolff  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  New  York  City.  This 
booth   is  to   be   handsomely   draped  in   "sala- 


mander," their  famous  color — hangings,  car- 
pet and  divans  to  match,  with  white  enameled 
bicycle  stands  holding  the  various  models. 
An  immense  illuminated  electric  sign,  read- 
ing   "Wolff-American,"    will    be    prominently 


displayed  across  the  top  of  the  booth.  A 
particularly  attractive  feature  of  this  exhibit 
will  be  their  much-talked-of  1900  Salamander 
Racer,  hanging  on  a  scale,  which  is  to  be  sus- 
pended from  a  tripod.    The  scale  will  show  the 


weight  of  this  model  to  be  under  nineteen 
pounds  eleven  ounces.  Their  full  line  ranges 
in  price  from  $65  to  .$25,  the  higher-priced 
models  being  equipped  with  their  exclusive 
patented    conveniences,    namely,    spring-tem- 


pered frame,  self-oiling  bearings,  eccentric 
chain  adjustment,  buttonhole  spoke  device,  in- 
terior   linnd-brake.    reversible    pedal  rubbers. 


Wolff-American  gear-case  and  the  salaman- 
der finish.  The  company  makes  several  mod- 
els in  addition  to  those  illustrated  herewith. 

Pope  Sales  Department. 

The  space  occupied  by  the  Pope  Sales  De- 
partment is  considered  the  most  advantageous 
on  the  floor  of  the  Garden,  being  directly  op- 
posite the  main  entrance  and  having  a  semi- 
circular frontage  which  admits  of  exception- 
ally attractive  setting  for  that  part  of  the 
space  which  comes  first  into  view  as  the  vis- 
itor enters  the  enclosure. 

The  centre  of  the  booth  will  be  furnished 
with  a  large  desk,  rugs,  tables,  chairs  and  a 
comfortable  settee.  Above  the  booth  will 
appear  a  huge  electric  sign  displaying  the 
words  "Columbia  Bicycles,  Standard  of  the 
World."  The  brilliancy  of  this  electrical  dis- 
play will  be  enhanced  by  illuminated  designs 
displaying  the  Columbia  name-plate  at  either 
end  of  the  sign.  Columbia  and  Stormer  cata- 
logues and  other  advertising  matter  will  be 
distributed  from  the  booth  office.  The  Pope 
exhibit  will  be  as  follows: 

Columbia,  model  65,  men's  chainless,  24- 
inch  frame,  with  coaster  brake;  Columbia, 
model  66,  women's  chainless,  regular  equip- 
ment; Columbia,  model  63,  men's  chain,  regu- 
lar equipment;  Columbia,  model  64,  women's 
chain,  regular  equipment;  Columbia,  model 
57,  men's  chain,  regular  equipment;  Colum- 
bia, model  59,  men's  chainless,  regular  equip- 
ment; Hartford,  pattern  28,  men's  regular 
equipment;  Hartford,  pattern  23,  22-inch 
frame,  with  coaster  brake;  Hartford,  pattern 
24,  women's,  regular  equipment;  Hartford, 
pattern  19, men's,  regular  equipment; Stormer, 
model  35,  men's,  robin's-egg  blue;  Stormer, 
model  36,  women's,  black  finish;  Stormer, 
model  31,  men's,  regular  equipment;  Stormer, 
model  32,  women's,  regular  equipment:  Pen- 
nant, model  31,  special,  men's,  regular  equip- 
ment; Columbia,  model  65,  chainless,  with 
crank-bracket  dissected,  to  show  running  of 
the  gears;  Columbia,  model  50,  chainless,  the 
machine  on  which  "Teddy"  Edwards  rode  up- 
wards of  29,000  miles  during  1898.  The  dust 
caps  on  this  machine  will  be  removed  so  that 
the  splendid  wearing  qualities  of  the  gears 
with  which  Edwards  rode  a  hundred  miles 
every  day  for  250  consecutive  days  can  be 
appreciated  by  all  who  see  the  machine. 

The  chainless  machines  will  be  grouped  at 
the  forward  end  of  the  booth,  and  this  part  of 
the  exhibit  will  include  a  display  of  com- 
ponent parts  of  the  chainless,  comprising  all 
features  of  the  gear  mechanisnr,  and  also  the 
coaster  brake  as  applied  to  bevel-gear  ma- 
chines. Sample  parts  of  the  full  line  of  Co- 
lumbias,  Hartfords,  Stormers  and  Pennants 
will  also  be  shown. 

A  special  feature  of  the  exhibit  will  be  an 
automatic  gear-cutting  machine  in  full  opera- 
tion. This  is  the  latest  and  most  perfect  de- 
vice for  cutting  of  bevel-gears.  A  pattern 
gear  having  been  constructed  with  scrupulous 
fidelity   to   the   theoretical   contour,    it   is   the 
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function  of  this  machine  to  produce  an  un- 
limited number  of  reduced  copies  of  the  pat- 
tern. A  point  worthy  of  attention  is  the  great 
size  of  the  pattern  gear  as  compared  with  the 
gear  in  process  of  cutting,  the  Hnear  ratio 
being  about  5  to  1.  The  pattern  teeth  are 
large  enough  to  be  constructed  in  strict  con- 
formity to  theory  and  to  be  tested  in  every 
dimension,  thus  insuring  absolute  accuracy  in 
the  finished  product.  In  cutting  gears  for  the 
Columbia  bevel-gear,  chainless  bicycle  this 
machine  is  used  exclusively. 

Another  interesting  and  instructive  feature 
will  be  a  practical  demonstration  of  the  tak- 
ing apart,  reassembhng  and  adjusting  of  the 
Columbia  chainless.  A  section  of  the  booth 
will  contain  a  repair  jack,  on  which  will  be 
mounted  a  chainless  machine  selected  at  ran- 
dom from  stock,  and  an  operator  will  take 
apart  and  reassemble  this  machine  at  frequent 
intervals. 

F.  H.  Starr  will  be  in  charge  of  the  exhibit 
during  the  week,  assisted  by  H.  L.  Pope  and 
others.  Nearly  all  of  the  leading  men  in  the 
employ  of  the  Pope  sales  department  will  be 
present  during  the  exhibition. 


Gormully  &  Jeffery  Safes  Department. 

At  the  extreme  end  of  the  Garden,  on  the 
main  floor,  at  the  Fourth  avenue  side,  to  the 
left  of  the  centre  aisle,  will  be  found  the 
GormuUy  &  Jeffery  Sales  Department  ex- 
hibit, comprising  eleven  booths,  numbered 
from  169  to  171.  Here  will  be  exhibited,  in 
the  usual  tasty  and  artistic  style  of  the  Gor- 
mully &  Jeffery  people,  the  several  lines  of 
wheels  handled  by  them.  The  twenty-one- 
year-old  Rambler  line  will  comprise  four  sin- 
gle and  two  tandem  models,  ranging  in  price 
from  $35  to  $75.  The  Ideal  line  will,  per- 
haps, have  more  models  on  exhibit  than  any- 
one else.  It  will  contain  in  all  twelve  models, 
showing  an  equal  number  of  adult  and  ju- 
venile wheels,  whose  prices  will  range  from 
$20  to  $35,  figures  which  will  meet  the  pocket- 
books  of  even  the  most  economical  visitors  at 
the  show.  The  Ideal  wheels  have  always 
been  a  popular  favorite  with  children,  so  it 
is  safe  to  prophesy  that  one  may  expect  to 
find  around  this  booth  more  children  than 
anywhere  else  in  the  Garden.  The  Clipper 
exhibit  will  show  to  good  advantage  the 
seven  models  which  so  ably  represent  this 
famous  wheel.  The  Clipper  people  have  a 
good  wheel,  and  they  will  most  likely  make 
the  most  of  the  fact.  The  models  will  show 
both  chain  and  chainless'  designs,  varying  in 
price  from  $40  to  $75. 


The  Spinroller  Company. 

The  Spinroller  Company,  of  Rochester,  N. 
Y.,  will  exhibit  the  Spinroller  gear,  of  whicii 
Professor  McCord,  of  the  Stevens  Institute 
of  Technology,  says:  "Having  examined  the 
Spinroller  gear  and  investigated  the  mode 
of  construction,  I  can  say  without  hesitation 


that  it  is  the  best  form  of  face  gearing  that 
has  ever  come  to  my  notice.  The  contours 
of  the  rollers  are  made  mathematically  accu- 
rate, and  those  of  engaging  wheels  conjugate 
to  each  other,  by  the  very  means  adopted  in 
determining  them.  This  secures,  when  the 
axes  are  in  proper  adjustment,  perfect  con- 
stancy of  velocity  ratio  and  the  least  practi- 
cal amount  of  backlash.  A  very  strong  point 
in  favor  of  this  arrangement  is  the  fact  that 
the  pins  of  the  rollers  of  two  engaging  wheels 
are  by  a  very  simple  but  ingenious  device 
rigidly  supported  at  both  ends.  This  per- 
mits the  central  pins,  or  pivots,  to  be  made 
much  smaller  than  if  they  were  fixed  at  one 
end  only,  thus  materially  reducing  the  loss 
by  friction.  The  above  advantages  are  ob- 
tained without  sacrificing  the  flexibility  which 
is  so  decidedly  in  favor  of  point-contact  gear- 
ing over  line-contact  gearing.  ■ 


Eclipse  Bicycle  Co. 


The  Eclipse  Bicycle  Co.,  Elmira,  N.Y.,  con- 
fine their  exhibit  entirely  to  the  M^'-f>--  hub 
coaster  and  brake  and  the  Eclipse  gas  lamp, 


showing  both  to  the  best  of  advantage.  They 
will  have  a  machine  so  constructed  that  they 
can  demonstrate  just  the  amount  of  saving 
in  energy  by  the  use  of  the  free  wheel  de- 
vice, and  believe  it  will  interest  the  visitors 
at  the  show  to  see  in  actual  operation  just 
the  advantage  derived  from  using  the  Mor- 
row automatic  coaster  and  brake.     This  ma- 


chine will  be  in  practical  operation  all  the 
time  during  the  show,  and  will  give  at  a 
glance  the  saving  made  to  the  rider. 

Another  exhibit  will  be  the  Morrow  auto- 
matic coasting  hub,  so  constructed  that  the 
interior  operation  of  all  its  parts  can  be 
shown,  thus  explaining  clearly  even  to  un- 
mechanical  minds  the  principles  by  which  the 
desired  results  are  obtained  in  this  attach- 
ment. They  will  show  the  Eclipse  gas-lamp 
and  demonstrate  the  fact  that  it  is  one  of 
the  best  gas  generators  made.  This  they 
know  well  how  to  do  as  they  have  had  ample 
experience  in  the  bicycle  trade. 


The  Snell  Cycle  Mfg.  Co. 

This  company  has  the  proud  distinction  of 
being  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  reliable 
manufacturers  in  the  cycle  trade.  Their  ex- 
hibit, spaces  195  to  200,  inclusive,  situated  at 
the  left  of  the  Garden,  at  the  ending  of  the 
first  stairway,  will  be  imposing,  and  as  their 
new  line  comprises  all  grades  and  styles  that 
bicycle  men  require,  a  visit  to  this  exhibit 
will  undoubtedly  be  interesting.  The  great 
electric  sign,  Snell  bicycles,  will  be  seen  from 
the  extreme  east  end  of  the  show,  and  on 
either  side  of  the  space  will  be  hung  smaller 
signs,  displaying  the  names  of  John  S.  Leng's 
Sons  &  Co.,  as  New  York  agents,  and  the 
Elastic  Tip  Co.,  as  New  England  agents.  The 
models  shown  will  be: 

Model  44,  Racer— Plain  black  finish.  Pal- 
mer tires.  Weight  19|  pounds.  A  special 
feature  of  this  model  is  the  construction  of 
the  rear  part  of  the  frame.  The  stays,  both 
top  and  bottom,  are  flat  and  tapered  at  each 
end,  making  a  most  graceful  and  attractive 
appearance.  Tread  and  chain-line  are  very 
narrow.  It  lists  at  $60.  Model  46,  Light 
Roadster — Plain  black  finish,  with  Morrow 
coaster-brake  rear  hub  fitted.  Square,  nickel 
crown.  Two-piece  hanger.  Weight  23J 
pounds.  One  and  one-eighth-inch  tubing. 
Another  exhibit  of  this  same  model  is  fin- 
ished in  a  special  red  enamel.  This  model 
lists  at  $45,  and  generous  options  of  tires  and 
saddles  and  general  equipment  are  given. 
Model  47,  Light  Ladies'— This  is  a  mate  to 
model  46,  and  is  a  carefully  designed  ladies' 
bicycle.  Has  two  gracefully  curved  drop- 
tubes  and  nickel-plated  chain-guard  appears 
strong  and  free  from  rattle.  Model  40,  Road- 
ster— Green  enamel  finish  and  same  general 
lines  as  model  46,  but  has  one  and  one-fourth- 
inch  main  frame  tubes.  Top  tube  is  one  and 
one-eighth-inch.  Weight  25  pounds.  Oval 
nickel  fork  crown.  Two-piece  hanger.  List 
$40.  Choice  of  M.  &  W.,  Hartford,  or  Good-, 
rich  tires.  Model  41,  Ladies'  Roadster — An 
attractive  "running  mate"  to  model  40,  fin- 
ished in  blue  enamel.  Both  frame  drop-tubes 
are  gracefully  curved.  Otherwise  equipped 
as  model  40.  Model  38,  30-inch  Special— This 
model  is  specially  constructed,  and  is  intend- 
ed for  tall  men.  The  frame  is  of  the  two- 
crown    design,  the    upper    rear    stays     being 
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formed  ]yy  riattcncd  tubular  fork  sides,  sup- 
ported by  a  drop-forged  nickeled  crown.  The 
finish  is  very  attractively  applied,  enameled  in 
light  turquoise  blue.  List  $40.  Model  3-J, 
Ensign  —  Medium  grade.  One  and  one- 
eighth-inch  tubing  throughout.  Flush  con- 
nections. Expander  handle-bar  fastener.  Ap- 
parently an  excellent  bicycle,  at  a  low  price. 
Is  beautifully  finished  in  light  blue  enamel 
and  attractive  decorations.  List  $30.  Model 
33,  Ensign,  Ladies' — Specifications  arc  fol- 
lowed as  on  model  32.  Lower  frame  tube  is 
straight;  the  upper  gracefully  dropped.  List 
$3U. 

Exhibits  are  made  of  the  various  parts, 
showing  split  sections  ofconstruction.  Messrs. 
N.  W.  Church  and  J.  N.  Willys,  representing 
the  factory  direct,  and  L.  H.  Kent  and  P.  K. 
Leng  will  be  in  attendance  from  Leng's 
Sons  &  Co. 
••••••••••••■•"•••••■•■••-•••••••••••••*•••••••••••«•••••••••••••••••••••••••*•••••••«• 

American  Dunlop  Tire  Co. 

The  American  Dunlop  Tire  Co.  will  oc- 
cupy spaces  10  and  11.  There  will  be  in  at- 
tendance Messrs.  Kirk  Brown,  W.  H.  Kirk- 
patrick,  A.  O.  Holroyd  and  R.  H.  La  Porte. 
They  will  show  the  well-known  Dunlop  de- 
tachable tire,  a  full  line  of  bicycle  tires  for 
foreign  and  American  trade,  a  full  line  of 
carriage-tires  for  sulkies,  light  runabouts,  one 
and  two  man  speed  wagons,  surreys  and  four- 


person  vehicles;  also  automobile  tires.  All 
the  above  styles  are  made  on  the  same  princi- 
ple that  is  well  known  throughout  the  world 
as  the  '"wired  on"  tires.  The  full  line  have 
the  latest  improvement  in  the  way  of  a  flap 
that  protects  the  inner  tube  from  protruding 
spoke-ends,  and  any  roughness  that  may  be 
on  the  rim.  They  will  be  pleased  to  see  their 
friends  and  explain  the  full  line.  Tire  booklet 
will  be  sent  upon  application. 


•  «••••••■•••••• 


Standard  Welding  Co. 

The  Standard  Welding  Co.,  of  Cleveland, 
will  have  an  exhibit  which  will  be  of  especial 
interest  to  those  who  are  experimenting  with 
or  building  motor  vehicles.  After  exhaustive 
experiments  and  tests  the  Standard  Company 
are  satisfied  that  their  welding  process  will 
work  great  economy  in  the  construction  of 
vehicle  frames  and  parts,  and  Sales  Manager 


H.  W.  Pirrong  will  be  on  hand  to  demon- 
strate these  views.  He  will  show  a  number 
of  motor  vehicle  frames  built  up  by  the  weld- 
ing process,  doing  away  with  the  ordinary 
brazing,  which,  the  company  claim,  weakens 
the  metal  at  vital  points  and  at  the  same 
time  increases  the  weight  by  adding  large 
quantities  of  brass,  spelter,  etc.  He  will  also 
give  reasons  why  the  Standard  welded  tube 
is  superior  to  other  varieties  for  the  construc- 
tion of  tubular   frames. 


Manhattan  Brass  Co. 

.•..«..■. 

In  space  Gl,  on  the  ground  floor,  near  the 
main  entrance,  the  Manhattan  Brass  Co., 
New  York  City,  will  have  an  exhibit  of  Bril- 
liant and  Radiant  gas  lamps,  and  Queen  and 
Frontlight  gas  lamps.  The  different  sections 
of  these  lamps  will  be  shown  and  the  space 
will  be  neatly  decorated.  This  will  be  one  of 
the  most  interesting  lamp  exhibits  in  the 
show,  and  will  doubtless  attract  its  full  share 
of   attention    from    visitors. 


Moomy's  Cycle  Works. 

Moomy's  Cycle  Works,  of  Erie,  Pa.,  will 
show  J.  G.  Moomy's  chainless  wheel,  in 
which  the  crank  gear  and  the  front  pinion 
of  the  driving  rod  are  both  carried  by  double 
bearings  mounted  in  the  same  hanger.  With 
this  construction  it  is  impossible  for  the  gears 
to  be  sprung  out  of  proper  relation  to  each 
other.  The  rear  gears  are  both  supported  by 
double  ball-bearings  which  are  encased  in  a 
single  rigid  bracket,  so  that  these  gears  also 
are  held  positively  in  their  proper  relation  to 
each  other.  The  hub  of  the  wheel  is  inter- 
nally screw-threaded  at  one  end  and  is 
screwed  on  to  a  projection  extending  from  the 
rear  gear.  A  flange  nut  is  screwed  on  the 
outward  surface  of  the  hub,  the  thread  hav- 
ing the  opposite  pitch  to  that  on  the  gear, 
the  effect  of  which  is  to  lock  the  gear  with 
the  rear  wheel.  The  axle  extends  through 
the  rear  gear  (the  gear  bored  out  to  allow  it 
to  pass  through  freely)  and  is  screwed  into 
the  bracket  which  carries  the  drive-gears.  The 
bearing  for  the  wheel  at  the  opposite  side 
from  the  gears  may  be  of  any  desired  con- 
struction. 
•••••"•■••••••••"•"••••'••••••■•••••■••••••••■•'••"••••'•»■•••••■•••••■••■•••••••••••■ 

A.  B.  C.  Chain  Factory. 
••••••••• 

Will  have  a  full  line  of  cycle  chains  on  ex- 
hibition, as  well  as  a  line  of  chains  for  au- 
tomobile use.  In  addition  will  have  a  minia- 
ture Brooklyn  Bridge,  composed  in  part  of 
cycle  chains,  which  will  undoubtedly  be  found 
very  attractive  and  pro\-e  to  be  an  object  of 
great  interest. 

This  concern  is  a  part  of  the  .Vinerican 
Bicycle  Co.,  and  as  such  is  known  as  the 
.American  Bicycle  Co.  Chain  Factory,  and 
will   continue   to   manufacture   Diamond  cycle 


chains  and  maintain,  as  heretofore,  the  same 
high  standard  of  accuracy  and  refinement  in 
the  production  of  product.  The  plant  is  one 
of  the  largest  in  the  world  and  the  oldest  in 
this  country,  and  has  a  capacity,  on  a  basis 
of  a  ten-hours  run,  of  over  1,(100,(1(10  chains 
per  annum. 


D.  B.  Smith  &  Co. 

D.  B.  Smith  &  Co.,  Utica,  N.  Y.,  will  ex- 
hibit Banner  pumps.  Lightning  compressed- 
air  sprayers  and  Dewey  and  Longfellow 
pumps.  There  will  also  be  other  sundries 
in  this  exhibit  which  will  be  made  interesting 
for  both  dealers  and  riders. 

••■••"••-•■••"•"••■•••••••"•"•"•••••••"•"••••"•"•"•"•"•■••"•••••••*••••••••■ 

Fits  Any  Bicycle  and  Any  Rider. 

The  illustration  herewith  shows  the  Kelly 
adjustable  handle-bar,  giving  an  idea  of  the 
many  positions  which  it  is  possible  to  secure 


with  it.  The  parts  arc  forged;  no  castings 
are  used,  and  there  are  no  stampings.  The 
Kelly  Handle-Bar  Co.,  of  Cleveland,  O.,  will 
be  represented  at  the  cycle  show  and  will  wel- 
come all  visitors. 

American  Roller-Bearing  Co. 

••••••••• 

The  American  Roller-Bearing  Co..  Boston, 
Mass.,  will  exhibit  a  few  wheels  mounted  on 
roller-bearings.  One  is  an  electric  cab  wheel, 
weighing  150  pounds.  This  wheel  will  run 
for  one  hour  and  ten  minutes  when  set  in 
motion  by  hand;  this  without  any  oil.  An- 
other wheel,  weighing  500  pounds,  an  exhi- 
bition wheel  merely,  is  mounted  on  the  same 
size  of  bearing  and  will  run  something  over 
two  hours.  They  will  also  show  a  bicycle 
wheel  fitted  with  the  American  roller-bearing, 
with  a  few  hand  models.  This  will  be  an  in- 
teresting cNhibit  to  riders  and  dealers  who 
arc   not   familiar   with   bearing  construction. 


■•••*•••••■•»•••••• 
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Automatic  Tire  Inflator  Co. 

The  .\utomatic  Tire  Inflator  Co.,  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  will  show  three  styles  of  auto- 
matic tire  inflators.  The  No.  1  machine  is 
operated   by   electricity   from   ordinary   incan- 


1900. 
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About  Three  Bicycles. 


THREE    FACTS: 

I. — Bicycles  that  have  their  old  riders  for  friends  sell  themselves. 
2.— Bicycles  that  last  are  the  foundation  stones  of  good  business. 
3. — Bicycles  depend  as  much  upon  their  finish  as  a  man  upon  his  clothes. 

AND  THREE  THINGS  THE  AGENT  SHOULD  CONSIDER: 

I.— The  remedy  for  bad  business  in  the  past, 

2. — The  cure  for  present  dullness, 

3. — The  prevention  of  similar  trouble  in  the  future. 

Lies  in  handling 
a  line  of  wheels  having  a  record  for  quality  and  reliability.     Such  are 

Stearns     Barnes    Syracuse 


"The  Famous  Yellow 

Fellow." 

"  The  White  Fl 

yer." 

"The  Crimson 

Rim." 

Roadster     . 

$40.00 

Roadster     . 

$40.00 

Light  Roadster 
Racer 
Cushion  Frame 

50.00 
60.00 
60.00 

Light  Roadster 
Racer 
Cushion  Frame 

50.00 
60.00 
60.00 

Roadster     . 
Light  Roadster 

$40.00 
50.00 

Chainless    . 

75.00 

Chainless    . 

75.00 

Racer 

50.00 

Tandem 

•       75-00 

Tandem 

•       75-00 

Each  of  these  wheels  has  a  name  for  combining  strength  and  lasting  qualities 
with  lightness  and  speed.  There  are  no  better  bicycles  made.  Each  continues 
the  same  individual  features  that  distinguished  it  in  the  past,  and  has  added  to 
it  all  those  improvements  that  the  experience  of  the  makers  suggested.  You  can 
have  the  agency  of  one  or  all  if  your  territory  is  vacant. 


AMERICAN  BICYCLE  COMPANY, 

STEARNS  SALES  DEPARTMENT, 

SYRACUSE,  N.  Y. 

ON  EXHIBITION  AT  THB  CYCLH  SHOW! 


Kindly  mention  The  \\'heel. 
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descent  light  current,  and  has  the  great  ad- 
vantage of  electrical  display  attachments  at 
small  cost.  No.  2  uses  city  water  pressure, 
and  is  useful  where  there  is  no  electric  in- 
stallation; it  is  a  very  satisfactory  machine. 
No.  3  has  an  air  receiver  and  large  hand- 
pump,  and  is  useful  for  country  towns  having 
neither  water  nor  electric  power;  it,  of  course, 
requires  more  attention  than  No.  1  or  No.  2. 
All  three  machines  are  alike  in  outward  de- 
sign and  in  results.  They  furnish  them  with 
either  standard  base,  or  brackets,  as  may  be 
preferred. 

rredrick  Mfg.  Co. 

■«••••••• 

The  Fredrick  Mfg.  Co.,  of  150  Nassau 
street,  is  preparing  a  unique  exhibit  at  space 
207,1  at  the  bicycle  show.  It 
will  show  the  Fredrick  bar 
in  attractive  surroundings. 
The  exhibit  will  be  taken 
care  of  by  Mr.  E.  S.  Part- 
ridge, the  Eastern  repre- 
sentative, and  William  M. 
Perrett  will  be  in  attendance 
to  meet  his  Western  friends. 
The  company  is  distributing 
a  handsome  lithograph 
folder,  extolling  the  advan- 
tages of  the  Fredrick  bar 
and  illustrating  the  innumer- 
.  able  positions.  The  firm  re- 
ports that  a  large  percentage  of  the  jobbers 


will    this    year    catalogue    their    product,    and 
they  anticipate  a  very  prosperous  season. 
•••.••.•»•»•.••.••»•.••.•••••»•..•..•..•..•.••■. •..•..•..•..•.■•..•..••.•.. •..•..••••• 

Iven-Brandenburg  Co. 

The  Iven-Brandenburg  Company,  of  Chi- 
cago, will  show  the  products  of  the  Aurora 
Automatic  Machinery  Co.,  consisting  of  their 
regular  bearings,  hubs  and  hangers,  and  also 
their  new  roller-bearing  hubs  for  automobiles; 
Sager  saddles  and  Sager  gears  and  Arown 
new  balanced  pedals,  Lefever  chains,  Morse 
Keefer  spokes  and  nipples,  Tucker  rims  and 
Trebert  brakes. 

Wm.  P.  Miller's  Sons. 

••••••••• 

Wm.  P.  Miller's  Sons,  Brooklyn,  occupy 
space  213  and  will  exhibit  a  complete  line  of 
lubricants  for  bicycles  and  automobiles.  Thei' 
goods  will  be  for  sale  at  retail  and  wholesale, 
and  there  will  be  inducements  to  make  the 
trade  for  1900.  Their  products  are  put  up  in 
very  attractive  packages  and  are  an  ornament, 
as  well  as  a  good  investment, 


Some  Straus  Goods. 

The  Straus  Tire  Co.,  127  Duane  street.  New 
York,  will  have  booth  66  at  the  show,  and  as 
usual    will    exhibit    tires,    inner    tubes,    frame 


other  Straus  specialty  is  the  conforming  plug, 
which  has  had  a  large  sale.  After  inserting 
the  plug,  pull  the  string,  thereby  drawing  the 


guards,  S-hooks,  Snap-on  pedal  rubbers,  tire 
tape,  the  ring  luggage  carrier,  grip  protect- 
ors, valve  stems,  Schrader  valves,  pumps, 
pedal-end  protectors,  sponge-rubber  grips, 
etc.  They  are  doing  a  particularly  big  busi- 
ness in  the  sponge-rubber  grips,  which  Mr. 
Straus,  a  veteran  in  rubber  and.  tire  manufact- 
ure, is  able  to  make  so  as  to  market  them  at 
a  low  price.  Economical  manufacture  has 
always    ibeen    the    difficulty    heretofore.     An- 


FIG.  3 
plug  snugly  against  the   interior   of   the   tire, 
where  it  will  remain  naturally  on  account  of 
the  conforming  shape  of  the  base. 
'•"•••••••..••.••••••••••.••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••.••••••••••••••■••''••••••••••* 

Price  of  Steel  Billets. 

Steel  billets  are  quoted  in  Pittsburg  at  $35, 
Philadelphia  $37.50  and  Chicago  ,$38.  The 
quotations  one  year  ago  were  $16.50,  $18.90 
and  $18.25,  respectively. 


An  Interesting  Exhibition  of  Show  Souvenirs. 


One  of  the  most  interesting,  if  not  very 
conspicuous,  exhibits  at  the  New  York  show 
will  be  the  collection  of  souvenirs  of  shows 
that  have  been.  It  is  not  a  complete  collec- 
tion, but  it  is  probably  the  most  complete. 
It  is  historically  valuable.  Among  other 
things  it  indicates  the  many  thousands  of 
dollars  that  have  been  spent  in  this  more  or 
less — some  think  less — effective  feature  of  the 
art  of  advertising.  It  shows,  more  plainly 
than  any  written  articles  could  show,  the 
changing  tastes  of  the  advertiser,  and  the  re- 
currence of  tastes.     It  is  the  property  of  the 


Twentieth  Century  Company,  and  will  be  on 
view  in  their  exhibit.  That  exhibit,  by  the 
way,  will  be  very  similar  to  the  one  they  used 
last  year,  when  the  Twentieth  Century  jack-o'- 
lanterns  attracted  attention  from  all  parts  of 
the  building.  Last  year  there  was  established 
behind  the  exhibit  what  was  facetiously  termed 
a  "library."  By  common  consent  the  idea 
was  attributed  to  "Governor"  Castle,  although 
President  Crary  or  Secretary  Tripp  may  have 
been  responsible  for  it.  It  will  be  there  again 
this  year,  and  will  be  an  attractive  ex- 
hibit. 
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THE  GEORGE  N.  PIERCE  CO., 

Makers  of  PIERCE  Bicycles,  invite  the  Trade  and  Riding  public  who  may  visit  New  York 
during  the  Cycle  Show,  to  inspect  at  our  branches,  105  Chambers  St.,  9  E.  42(1  St.,  105  W. 
I25tii  St.,  and  1080  Bedford  Ave.,  Brooklyn, 

OUR  NEW  1900  MODELS. 

A   Full   Line   of  these  Bicycles  will  be  on  Exhibition, 

INCLUDING 

The  PIERCE  Cushion-Frame  Chainless. 

Our  Entire  Line  is  Covered  by  a  Season's  Guarantee. 


SECTIONAL  VIEW  OF  PIERCE  CUSHION-FRAME  CHAINLESS. 


1 — Bottom  gear  cover. 

3— Rear  drive  shaft  sear. 

3— Rear  drive  shaft  nut. 

4— Drive  shaft  lock  nut. 

5 — Rear  drive  shaft  adjusting  cone 

locic  screvi'. 
6— Rear  drive  shaft  adjusting  cone 

flange. 
7—  Rear  drive  shaft  adjusting  cone. 
8— Drive  shaft  cup. 
9— Rear  hub. 
10— Rear  hub  gear. 


11— Rear  hub  gear  lock  nut. 
12 — Hub  gear  adjusting  sleeve. 
13— Adjusting  sleeve  lock  nut. 
14— Rear  hub  dust  guard. 
15 — Centre  bracket. 
16— Bracket  (right  side). 
17— Bracket  (left  side). 
18 — Crank  bracket  side  screw. 
19 — Centre  bracket  adjusting  cone. 
20 — Centre    bracket  adjusting   cone 
lock. 


31 — Centre  bracket  ball  letainer. 

23— Centre  bracket  felt. 

33— Crank  bracket  cups. 

34— Ball  retaining  wrasher. 

35— Crank  bracket  felt  washer. 

36  -  Crank  adjusting  cone. 

37 — Crank  adjusting  cone  flange. 

28— Crank  adjusting  cone  washer. 

29— Crank  adjusting  cone  lock  nut. 

30 -Crank  axle. 

31 — Gear  screw. 


PIERCE  CUSHION-FRAME  CHAINLESS. 


32 — Gear  screw  nut. 

33 — (^rank  gear. 

34— Front  drive  shaft  adjusting  flange 

35 — Front  drive  shaft  gear. 

36— Drive  shaft. 

37—  Rear  cone. 

38 — Rear  cone  felt  washer. 

39— Rear  cone  flange. 

40— Rear  hub  cup. 

41 — Rear  axle. 

42 — Rear  cone  sleeve. 


In  presenting  the  Pierce  Cushion-Frame  Chainless  to  the  public,  we  have  perfected^  after  monthiof  study  and  experimenting,  the  moit 
advanced  ideas  in  cycle  construction.  The  advantages  of  the  bevel-gear  chainlest  are  too  well  known  to  need  explanation,  and  the  ease 
and  comfort  of  the  cushion  device  are  so  firmly  established  that  the  combination  of  theie  two  must  at  once  appeal  to  those  who  desire 
the  best  and  latest  features  in  cycle  making.  Not  only  is  the  cushion  chainless  exceedingly  neat  and  trim  in  appearance,  but  the  devices  for  com- 
bining these  points  are  very  simple.  The  rear  stays  and  crank  box,  which  contain  the  gears,  are  entirely  independent  of  the  main  part  of  the 
frame  and  form  at  the  crank  bracket  a  large  rocker  ball  bearing.  The  two  sides  being  firmly  fastened  together  at  tlie  crank  bracket,  oscillate  on 
this  bearing,  performing  the  same  work,  in  conjunction  with  the  cushion,  as  the  flat  st«el  spriog  on  the  chain-driven  model.  The  upper  rea*" 
stays  are  hinged  to  the  lower  rears,  as  in  the  chain  wheel,  making  it  impossible  for  the  gears  to  get  out  of  alignment  from  jolts  or  vibration. 
Aside  from  oiling,  care  of  tires  and  ordinary  cleaning  of  outside  parts,  the  machine  requires  no  attention  from  the  rider. 

CATALOGUES  NOW  READY. 

THE    GEORGE    N.    PIERCE    CO., 


BOSTON. 


NEW  YORK.  BUFFALO. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


DENVER. 
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APPENDED  is  the  list  of 
exhibitors  and  the 
spaces  they  will  occupy  at  the 
fifth  annual  cycle  show  to  be 
held  in_Madison  Square  Gar- 
den, beginning  January  20: 


10. 

11. 

12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
IT. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32, 
33. 
34. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44. 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 

51. 
52. 
53. 
54. 
55. 
56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 
60. 

61. 
62. 
63. 
64. 
65. 
66. 
67. 
68. 
69. 
70. 
71. 
72. 
73. 
74. 
75. 
76. 
77. 
78. 
79. 
80. 
81. 
82. 
83. 


Willis    Park    Row    Bicycle    Co., 

\V.  H.   Fauber, 

Diamond  Rubber  Co., 

Badger  Brass  Mfg.  Co., 
*<  it  It 

C.   J.    Downing, 
American-Dunlop  Tire  Co., 

B.  F.  Goodrich  Co., 
tt  it 

Fay   Mfg.   Co., 
Fanning    Cycle    Co., 
Geneva    Cycle    Co., 
A.   D.   Meiselbach  Co., 
Columbus  Bicycle  Co., 
North   Buffalo   Wheel   Co., 
Milwaukee   Mfg.   Co., 
Milwaukee    Engineering    Co., 
Joseph   Dixon   Crucible   Co., 
McKee   &   Harrington, 
American   Roller   Bearing  Co., 
Open. 
Iven-Brandenburg    Co., 

t{  ((  ,, 

1.  Manhattan   Storage    Co., 

Eclipse    Bicycle    Co., 
Soda   Fountain, 
Open, 

Foster    &    Co., 

American    Saddle    Co., 

C.  J.  Smith  Sons  &  Co., 

George  L.  Thompson   Co., 
Cleveland  Ball  &  Pedal  Co., 
[ndianapolis    Chain    &    Stamping 

Co., 
The  Veeder   Mfg.    Co., 
N.    Y.    Sporting   Goods    Co., 

Rubber  Goods   Co., 
Bull'is  Ball  Gear  Co., 
Straus  Tire  Co., 
Spinroller  Co., 
G.    W.   Cole   Co., 
Gleason-Peters   Air   Pump   Co., 
International   Automobile    &   Ve- 
hicle Tire   Co., 
Manhattan   Brass   Co., 
Loomis  Automobile  Co., 
L.   C.   Jandorf, 
Frank  Mossberg  Co., 
Riker  Electric  Vehicle  Co., 


R.   H.  Wolff  &  Co.,   Ltd., 

Fowler   Cycle   Works, 
I'nion   Cycle   Co., 
Fowler  Cycle  Works, 
S,    B.    Pnvega, 
Fowler  Cycle  Works, 
Canda   Mfg.    Co., 
Black  Mfg.  Co.. 
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Columbia 

Bevel-Gear  Chainless 
$75.00. 

Greatly  reduced  in  weight,   Bevei-Gears   and   Mechanism  radically 

improved.     See    our    eear-cutting    machinery    in    actual    operation 

and   the  assembling  and   adjusting    demonstrations    at    our    Exhibit. 

Spaces  133-143  Inclusive,  Madison  Square  Garden, 

January  20-27,  1900. 

Columbia,  Hartford,  Stormor  and  Pennant  Chain  Wiieels 


^^T^vAII  of  the  1900  Columbias  have  1 1-8-ineh  Frames  of  new  desien,/#^^^ 
New    Seat-post    Binder,   New  Fork   Crown,  New  Hubs,   New  /i-^^ 
Spokes  and  improved  features  throuehout.    The  Hartfords, 
^M^J^StOrmers  and    Pennants  comprise  an   unequalled   line /. 
*^^^^^of  medium-priced  wheels.    Columbia  and  Stormer^^^^^^ 
Catalogues  free  at  our  Exhibit  or  of  any 
'-0  ^^^^    dealer,  or  by  mail  for  2-cent 
^^^^^1^^;^         stamp  each. 
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84.  Buffalo  Cycle  Mfg.  Co., 

85.  

86.  A.  Featherstone  &  Co., 
87. 

88. 


90. 

91. 

92. 

93. 

94. 

95. 

96. 

97. 

98. 

99. 
100. 
101. 
102. 
103. 
104. 
105. 
106. 
107. 
108. 
109. 
110. 
111. 
112. 
U3. 
114. 
115. 
116. 
117. 
U8. 
119. 
120. 
121. 
122. 
123. 
124. 
125. 
126. 
127. 
128. 
129. 
130. 
131. 
132. 
133. 
134. 
135. 
136. 
137. 


Sterling  Cycle  Works, 
Western   Wheel  Works, 
Sterling  Cycle  Works, 
Western  Wheel  Works, 
Sterling  Cycle  Works, 
Western  Wheel  Works, 


Crawford  Mfg.  Co., 
Ames  &  Frost  Co., 
Crawford  Mfg.  Co., 
Ames  &  Frost  Co., 
Crawford  Mfg.  Co., 
Ames  &  Frost  Co., 
Crawford  Mfg.  Co., 
Ames  &  Frost  Co., 
Nuttall  Mfg.    Co., 

Lamb   Mfg.  Co., 


Viking  Mfg.   Co., 
H.  A.  Lozier  &  Co., 


E.   C.  Stearns  &  Co., 
Barnes  Cycle  Co., 
E.  C.  Stearns  &  Co., 
Barnes  Cycle  Co., 
Syracuse  Cycle  Co., 
Barnes  Cycle  Co., 
Syracuse  Cycle  Co., 
Barnes  Cycle  Co., 
Acme  Mfg.  Co., 
Acme  Mfg.   Co., 


Pope  Mfg.  Co., 


138. 
139. 

140. 
141. 
142. 
143. 

144. 

145. 

146. 

147. 

148. 

149. 

150. 

151. 

152. 

153. 

154. 

155. 

156. 

157. 

158. 

159. 

160. 

161. 

162 

163. 

164. 

165. 

166. 

167. 

16S. 

169. 

170. 

171. 

172. 

173. 

174. 

175. 

176. 

177. 

178. 

179. 

180. 

181. 

182. 

183. 

184. 

185. 

186. 

187. 

1S8. 

189. 

190. 

191. 


Pope  Mfg.  Co., 


Indiana  Bicycle  Co., 


Monarch  Cycle  Co., 
Stover  Mfg.   Co., 
Monarch  Cycle  Co., 
Stover  Mfg.  Co., 
Monarch  Cycle  Co., 
Stover  Mfg.  Co., 
Monarch  Cycle  Co., 
Stover  Mfg.  Co., 

General    Electric    Automobile    Co., 
Eddy  Electric  Mfg.  Co., 
Boston   Cycle  Co., 
Eddy  Electric  Mfg.   Co., 
American    Electric   Vehicle   Co., 


Gormully  &  Jeffery, 


<f  tt 


Shelby  Cycle  Mfg.   Co., 
Grand  Rapids  Cycle  Co., 


Open, 

M.  G.   Oppenheim, 

Open. 

Jos.  Gottlieb, 

ExhibitJon    of    old    wheels, 


Linus  Wood  &  Son, 
"Cycle  Trade  Journal. 


DON'T  BELIEVE  IN  SHOWS. 


Some  Makers  Who  Heard  Nothing  of  an  Opposition 
Show  and  Who  Will  Not  Exhibit. 

It  was  represented  recently  that  in  view  of 
most  of  the  spaces  in  the  Madison  Square  Gar- 
den cycle  show  having  been  taken  by  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.,  there  had  been  talk 
atnong  certain  independent  manufacturers  o.f 
holding  an  opposition  show.  It  was  learned 
that  the  idea  was  dropped,  however.  In  com- 
municating with  various  maiiulacturers  with 
reference  to  this  matter  in  particular  and  cycle 
shows  in  general,  some  replies  were  received 
which  may  be  of  mutual  interest  to  people  in 
the  trade;  hence  some  of  thein  are  printed 
here. 

The  Miami  Cycle  &  Mfg.  Co.,  makers  of  the 
well-known  Racycle,  say:  "We  will  not  partic- 
ipate either  in  the  New  York  show  or  any  op- 
position show.  We  have  tried  that  sort  of 
thing  thoroughly,  and  we  do  not  believe  it 
pays.  The  only  advantage  about  being  'in' 
the  cycle  show  is  the  harm  that  it  does  you  if 
you  are  not  represented." 

J.  C.  Schmidlbauer,  sales  manager  for  Jul- 
ius Andrae  &  Sons  Co.,  writes:  "We  have 
not  applied  for  space  for  the  New  York  show, 
neither  do  we  intend  doing  so,  as  we  are  not 
interested  in  cycle  shows  at  the  present  time. 
We  have  not  heard  of  an  opposition  show  to 
be  held  by  independent  manufacturers,  and 
would   not  consider  e.xhibiting   at   a   show   of 


this  kind  should  some  of  the  makers  decide  to 
hold  one." 

N.  E.  Benjamin,  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  Rochester  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  writes:  "We 
are  not  and  have  not  been  for  the  past  few 
years  interested  in  cycle  shows.  During  the 
years  when  we  took  part  in  them  we  consid- 
ered that  they  answered  the  purpose  of  intro- 
ducing the  use  of  the  wheel  and  creating  an 
interest  in  bicycles  at  a  time  when  but  few  of 
them  were  being  used,  when  they  were  prac- 
tically unknown  to  the  masses.  At  the  pres- 
ent date  the  utility  of  cycle  shows  must  be 
judged  by  those  who  are  in  position  to  know 
by  taking  part  in  them.  In  late  years  the 
main  reason  given  by  manufacturers  exhibit- 
ing at  a  cycle  show  has  been  because  their 
competitors  were  there,  and  they  did  not  feel 
that  they  could  afford  to  be  absent." 

Secretary  Finkenstaedt  says  that  the  Na- 
tional Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  Bay  City,  Mich,,  has 
■'no  intention  of  making  a  display  in  New 
York  either  at  the  Sanger  show  or  any  other 
show." 

President  Fred  I.  Johnson,  of  the  Iver  John- 
son's Arms  &  Cycle  Works,  writes:  "We 
have  never  been  approached  in  the  matter  of 
an  opposition  show.  Have  heard  something 
of  it,  but  have  never  taken  up  the  matter." 

President  F.  T.  Hufifman,  of  the  Davis  Sew- 
ing Machine  Co.,  writes:  "We  have  no  feel- 
ing in  the  matter  whatever.  We  doubt  very 
much  if  we  would  have  exhibited  if  we  could 
have  secured  the  best  place  in  the  show,  as  wc 


192. 

193. 

194. 

195, 

196. 

197. 

198. 

199. 

200. 

201. 

202. 

203. 

204. 

205. 

206. 

207. 

208. 

209. 

210. 

211. 

212. 

213. 

214. 

215. 

216. 

217. 

218. 

219. 

220. 

221. 

222. 

223. 

224. 

225. 

226. 

227. 

228. 

229. 

230. 

231. 

232. 

233. 

234. 

235. 

236. 

237. 

238. 

239. 

240. 

241. 

242. 

243. 

244. 

245. 


Metallic   Rubber   Tire   Co., 

Boston   Woven   Hose   &    Rubber   Co., 

i.  Snell    Cycle    Fittings    Co., 


Peter  A.   Frasse   &   Co., 


E.  A.  Brecher  &  Co., 
Electro  Lamp  Co., 

Fredrick  Mfg.  Co., 

Frank  E.   Bundy  Lamp  &  Sundry  Co., 

Translucent   Window   Sign    Co., 
P.    &   F.    Corbin, 

Wm.  P.   Miller's  Sons, 
20th   Century   Mfg.   Co., 

tt  tl 

Kelly  Handle-Bar  Co., 

Standard  Welding  Co., 

Open. 

Kokomo    Rubber   Co., 

Diadurn   Mfg.    Co., 

Otto   Konigslow, 

Nester  Coaster  &   Brake   Co., 

Open. 

Manhattan    \'ending    Co., 

Consolidated    Rubber    Tire    Co., 

Noera   Mfg.    Co., 

Reading   Standard   Mfg.   Co., 


Judd  &   Leland   Mfg.   Co., 

Mechanieal    Fabric    Co., 

J.    G.    Moomy, 

Ware  Bros., 

Rose  Mfg.    Co., 
ft 

Automatic  Tire  Inffator  Co., 

Griffith   &   Colwell, 
it  tt 

Detachable   Mud   Guard   Co., 
Manufactured    Rubber   Co., 
Open. 


are  so  crowded,  with  orders  it  is  impossible 
for  us  to  devote  the  time  necessary  for  cycle 
shows  held  under  any  management.  We  ha\e 
not  been  advised  in  regard  to  any  opposition 
show." 

Ezra  E.  Kirk,  president  of  the  Kirk  Mfg. 
Co.,  Toledo,  writes  that  he  heard  nothing  of 
an  opposition  show  and  had  not  contemplated 
e.xhibiting  at  the  New  York  show. 

Jobbing  Bicycle  Machinery. 

Bucyrus,  O.,  Jan.  15. — A  company  has  been 
organized  under  the  management  of  J.  H. 
Simons  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  his 
patent-applied-for  Acme  repair  bench,  Acme 
foot  lower  drill,  and  perfection  bicycle  holder. 
The  company  will  be  known  as  the  Bucyrus 
Bicycle  Supply  Co.  The  company  have  made 
arrangements  with  one  of  the  largest  jobbing 
houses  in  Toledo,  which  has  a  number  of 
traveling  men  on  the  road  taking  orders  for 
sundries  and  these  bicycle  specialties. 


Suit  Against  Hero  Cycle  Co. 

Bankruptcy  proceedings  have  been  com- 
menced by  creditors  against  the  Hero  Cycle 
Co.,  of  Chicago.  In  November  the  company 
cla,imed  assets.  $23,000;  liabilities,  $7,500. 

Some  racing  men  so  firmly  believe  that 
there  is  luck  in  odd  numbers  that  they  al- 
ways look  out  for  No.  1. 


1000. 
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NEW  SEAMLESS  TIBE  RICHMOND  IN  THE  EIELD. 


Makers  of  Brass-Lined,  Safety,  Anti-Rust  Clincher  Tube  to  Also   Produce   Brass-Uned,  Seamless  Tube- 
They  Say  Many  Seamless  Tube  Makers,  Here  and  Abroad,  May  Brass-Line  Their  Tubing  Next  Season. 


The  remarkable  success  which  the  Wihiiot 
&  Hobbs  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn., 
have  met  with  in  the  introduction  of  their  now 
celebrated  brass  -  lined,  anti  -  rust,  safety, 
''Clincher"  tubing  is  further  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  they  have  recently  bought  the  ma- 
chinery in  a  large  seamless  tube  plant  in 
Pennsylvania,  which  is  being  moved  to  their 
plant  at  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  and  erected  with 
all  possible  dispatch,  with  a  view  to  taking 
care  of  the  growing  demand  for  brass-lined 
tubing  for  handle-bars,  for  which  purpose, 
owing  to  the  greater  stiffness  and  lack  of  pli- 
ability of  the  "Clincher"  tubing,  the  seamless 
tube  seems  better  adapted,  because  of  its  be- 
ing more  easily  bent  to  the  difficult  shapes, 
such  as  shown  bj'  some  of  the  "ram's-horn" 
types,  of  han'dle-bar.  They  will  also  be  pre- 
pared to. "supply  the  trade  for  the  season  of 
lltGO-01  with  large  quantities  of  the  brass- 
lined,  seamless  tube  when  customers  do  not 
wish  to  pay  the  price  asked  for  the  brass- 
lined  "Clincher"  tubing. 

Mr.  Wilmot  has  recently  seen  a  number  of 
the  officers  and  directors  of  probably  the 
largest  bicycle  manufacturing  company  in  the 
world,  who  state  that,  as  a  demand  is  created 
for  brass-lined  tubing,  they  will  be  prepared 
to  supply  those  agents  who  require  bicycles 
made  with  frames  of  this  type.  They  also 
state  that,  although  a  number  of  their  di- 
rectors and  stockholders  have  heavy  interests 
in  certain  seamless  tube  manufacture,  outside 
of  their  bicycle  manufacturing  company,  this 
will  in  no  way  interfere  with  their  , giving  the 
trade  what  they  call  for.  the  interests  of  the 
stockholders  in  such  bicycle  company  having 
to  be  respected,  regardless  of  the;  individual 
and  outside  interests  of  parties  assisting  in  its 
manageinent.  In  consideration  of  such  avow- 
als," Mr.  Wilmot  has,  in  the  interest  of  the 
Wilrhot  &  Hobbs  Mfg.  Co..  proffered,  on  a 
most  nominal  royalty  basis,  the  use  of  their 
patent  rights  covering  their  process  of  making 
brass-lined  tubes,  to  those  makers  of  tubing 
who  may  wish  to  adopt  it,  in  catering  to  the 
popular  demand. 

This  is  evidence  that  they  do  not  wish  to 
try  to  create  a  monopoly  in  the  matter  of 
brass-lined  tubing,  because  of  their  patent 
rights  on  it.  both  in  America  and  in  Europe, 
and  it  is  thus  evident  that  they  are  carrying 
on  such  a  generous  policy  as  can  but  appeal 
to  all  riders,  dealers  and  jobbers,  as  well  as 
bicycle  manufacturing  companies,  and  the 
manufacturers  should,  in  consequence,  feel 
amply  protected  thereby  in  adopting  this  im- 
provement, which  certainly  adds  to  the  safety 
of  riders,  and  is  understood  to  be  especially 
advantageous  for  export  trade,  where  cycles 
are  often  shipped  great  distances  in  damp 
vessels, 

It  might  be  supposed  that  parties  who  might 
be  interested,  as  stockholders  in  seamless  tube 
manufacture,  would  be  averse  to  themselves 
encouraging  a  demand  for  brass-lined  tubing. 
Such,  Mr.  Wilmot  found  in  jiis  recent  Irip 
to  Europe,  was  the  feeling  over  there,  but 
it  is  a  question  whether  such  is  the  c.ise  on 
this  side  of  the  .Atlantic.  However,  Mr.  Wil- 
mot is  advised  by  the  above-mentioned  large, 
bicycle  nianufaclnring  company  that  they  are 


not  carrying  on  a  policy  calculated  to  dis- 
courage the  use  of  brass-lined  tubing.  Hence, 
it  is  evident  that  those  dealers,  agents  and 
jobbers  who  wish  to  obtain  the  advantage 
of  additional  safety  for  their  riders,  and  some 
excellent  talking  points  for  their  salesmen, 
and  incidentally  increased  profits  for  them- 
selves, can  readily  secure  these  benefits,  if 
they  will  but  insist  upon  having  their  orders 
filled  with  bicycles  the  frames  of  which  are 
made  with  the  brass-lined  tubing. 

It  is  learned  that  those  dealers  and  cycle 
manufacturers  who  have  adopted  this  tubing 
claim  to  have  met  with  excellent  success  in 
their  sales,  where  its  advantages  have  been 
properly  and  systematically  presented  to  the 
buyers,  and  particularly  when  samples  have 
been  shown. 

The  fact  that  brass-lined  "Clincher"  tubing 
now  holds  the  world  records  for  speed  for 
distances  from  two  to  thirty-six  miles,  in- 
clusive, having  been  won  by  Harry  Elkes, 
October  20,  shoufd  be  borne  in  mind.  This 
is  only  one  of  many  instances  where  there  are 
victories  scored  to  the  credit  of  the  products 
of  this  concern.  The  Wilmot  &  Hobbs  Mfg. 
Co.  have  long  been  noted  for  the  high  stand- 
ard of  excellence  attained  in  whatever  line 
of  manufacture  they  undertake,  and  they  state 
that  their  production  of  seamless  tubing  will 
be  no  exception. 


The  Frontenac  Line. 

Charles  Edward  Wood,  of  the  Frontenac 
Mfg.  Co.,  was  in  New  York  last  week,  with 
samples  of  the  new  Frontenac  line.  The  con- 
struction of  these  machines  attracted  a  great 
deal  of  attention  at  the  last  cycle  show,  par- 
ticularly the  unusually  strong  build  of  the 
front  fork  crown.  The  fork  crown  is  quite 
as  strong  now  as  it  was  then,  and  is  even  more 
rigid  and  as  handsome  as  possible.  The  gen- 
eral finish  is  preserved,  but  is  lighter  than 
formerly.  One-inch  tubing  is  used  this  year, 
and  by  reason  of  the  various  small,  smooth 
connections,  this  sized  tubing  really  improves 
the  appearance  of  the  machine,  giving  it  a 
grace  and  slenderness  which  is  not  possible 
with  larger  tubing. 

The  feature  of  the  Frontenac  which  Mr. 
Wood  is  particularly  enthusiastic  over  is  the 
cushion  frame,  and  he  is  meeting  with  great 
success  in  placing  machines  so  construced. 
One  sample  he  had  with  him  was  a  cushion- 
frame  chainless  Frontenac,  fitted  with  the 
Spinroller  chainless  gear. 

During  the  cycle  show  ]\Ir.  Wood  will  ex- 
hibit the  Frontenac  samples  at  the  Bartholdi 
Hotel,  just  across  Madison  Square.  Mr. 
Wood  will  personally  be  in  the  Spinroller 
booth   to  meet  agents. 


Andrae  Product  Nearly  Sold. 

If  all  export  orders  were  similar  in  specifi- 
cations to  those  received  by  the  Andrae  Com- 
pany, the  foreign  press  would  have  no  cause 
to  claim  that  America  is  unloading  its  cheap- 
est goods  abroad.  Every  export  order  re- 
ceived by  the  Andrae  Company  has  specified 
the  finer  grade  Andraes,  proving  that  the 
people    "across   the   pond"    are   beginning   to 


appreciate  a  good  thing.  Several  shipments 
have  just  been  made  into  Holland  and  Den- 
mark. Despite  the  fact  that  the  Andrae  fac- 
tory has  been  enlarged  during  the  past  two 
years  to  double  its  former  capacity  and  has 
been  running  full  blast  since  the  early  fall, 
its  output  can  hardly  satisfy  the  demand. 
Andrae  traveling  men  have  already  been  noti- 
fied to  make  no  effort  for  new  business,  and 
to  take  only  orders  from  the  regular  Andrae 
agents.  Unless  there  will  be  a  lull  within  the 
next  month,  the  men  will  be  taken  from  the 
field.  There  is  no  limit  to  the  popularity  of 
Andrae  cycles.  John  C.  Schmidtbauer,  sales 
manager,  has  just  returned  to  his  desk  from 
the  most  successful  trip  ever  made  in  the  in- 
terest of  Andrae  cycles. 


Secret  of  Solar  Success. 

•  This  publicity  given  Solar  lamps  is  one  of 
the  secrets  of  the  success  of  the  Badger  Brass 
Mfg.  Co.,  of  Kenosha,  Wis.,  but  this  would 
be  valueless  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  this 
concern  make  these  lamps  as  well  as  brains 
and  ingenuity  can  plan  and  perfect  machinery 
turn  out.  The  annual  sale  of  these  lamps  is  very 
large  and  the  generally  fine  reputation  the 
lamp  has  is  marvelous.  Nearly  every  jobber 
of  bicycle  sundries  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada  handles  them  and  their  foreign  trade 
is  more  than  satisfactory.  Their  catalogue, 
which  is  now  ready,  is  unique  and  logical. 
Besides  the  Solar  bicycle  lamp,  they  illus- 
trate a  very  complete  line  of  carriage  and 
automobile  lamps.  The  trade  in  these  latter 
is  fast  growing,  and  most  of  the  leading  job- 
bers have  catalogued  them  this  year.  They 
will  be  well  represented  at  the  New  York 
Cycle  Show,  where  samples  of  all  their  dif- 
ferent lamps  may  be  seen. 


Visit  the  Pierce  Exhibits. 

The  George  N.  Pierce  Company.  Buffalo, 
will  not  exhibit  at  the  show,  but  their  friends 
are  cordially  invited  to  visit  their  branches, 
105  Chambers  street,  0  East  Forty-second 
street,  105  West  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
fifth  street,  New  York,  and  1080  Bedford  av- 
enue, Brooklyn.  At  these  places  may  be 
found  a  full  line  of  the  company's  new  wheels, 
including  the  cushion-frame  chainless,  which 
should  be  seen  by  every  dealer  who  can  ar- 
range to  do  so.  The  Wheel  recently  spoke 
very  briefly  of  this  machine,  and  if  mechani- 
cal efficiency,  artistic  simplicity  and  comfort 
are  a  winning  combination,  the  machine  will 
certainly  become  very  popular  and  a  money- 
maker for  any  dealer  who  handles  it. 


Low-Priced  Bells. 

Schoverling,  Daly  &  Gales,  of  New  York 
City,  are  offering  to  the  trade  a  line  of  bells 
that  are  not  made  by  any  combination,  and 
the  prices  are  considerably  lower  than  those 
offered  by  some  of  their  competitors.  This 
line  comprises  electric,  double-stroke  and 
push-button  bells  of  the  standard  commer- 
cial patterns. 


Manson  Show  at  the  Fifth  Avenue. 

The  Manson  Cycle  Co.,  Chicago,  will  have 
their  line  of  wheels  on  exhibition  at  the  Fifth 
.\venue  Hotel,  "just  across  the  Square."  dur- 
ing the  New  York  show. 

As  a  failnre  many  a  racing  man  is  a  suc- 
cess. 
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OUR 


1900 
LINE 

MR.  AGENT: 


IS  AS 
GOOD 

AS  ITS 
NAME. 
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A  Complete  Line  at  Attractive 
Prices  is  What  You  Need. 


REGULAR  ROADSTER. 
SPECIAL  ROADSTER. 
RACER. 
TANDEMS. 
MULTIPLES. 


lyfADE  from  the  Celebrated  Brass- 
Lined,  Anti-Rust,  Clincher  Tubing, 
undoubtedly  the  Strongest,  Fastest  and 
Safest  Tubing  made.  When  properly 
presented  to  the  rider,  and  this  subject 
well  explained,  most  riders  will  buy  a 
new  brass-lined  bicycle  for  safety's  sake 
who  would  otherwise  continue  to  use  last 
season's  wheel.  Thus  greater  profits  to 
enterprising  dealers.     Try  it. 


"World"  Cycles  have  an  Established 
Reputation  and  are  Money  Makers  for 

You.    We  are  also  manufacturers  of  high=grade  JOBBING  wheels. 

ARNOLD,  SCHWINN  &  COMPANY,  ""c„^\*Ao*on.'■sl'* ' 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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AMERICAN  SADDLE  CO.  LINE. 

Old  Favorites  as  Well  as  New  IVIodela  Shown- 
scrlptions  of  These  Finely  Constructed 
and  Finished  Saddles. 


De- 


The  1900  product  of  the  American  Saddle 
Co.  embraces  several  of  the  old  favorites,  as 
well  as  some  new  models.  The  company  be- 
lieves that  the  Standard  Type  is  a  fixture, 
and  that  when  perfection  has  been  reached, 
as  regards  comfort,  style  and  durability,  there 
is  but  little  need  of  spending  time  to  pro- 
duce new  models,  the  principal  changes  from 
year  to  year  being  in  the  way  of  mechanical 
improvement. 


153a. 

This  is  the  finest  ladies'  saddle  in  the  line. 
The  leather  is  selected  stock.  The  padding 
is  the  best  Taber  wool-felt  on  a  wood-tree. 
The  seat  is  broad  and  the  pommel  is  short. 
It  is  an  ideal   mount. 


This  saddle,  with  its  companion  mentioned 
below,  has  never  been  surpassed  in  saddle 
building.  The  handsome  natural  leather, 
smoothly  laid  over  a  wood-tree,  designed 
on  faultlessly  graceful  lines,  give  it  a  singu- 
larly beautiful  and  racy  appearance,  which 
is  heightened  by  the  absence  of  a  jockey. 


158. 

This  has  the  same  dimensions  as  156,  and 

is   the   padded   companion   to   it.  These   two 

saddles  would  add  grace  to  any  wheels  that 
were  ever  made. 


162. 


A  modification  of  the  famous  Garford  Cav- 
alry Saddle.  It  is  a  rather  large  saddle,  with 
raised  pads  of  best  wool-felt  on  a  special 
wood-tree — a  magnificent,  comfortable,  well- 
made  saddle 


Made  on  the  same  general  lines  as  102,  but 
having  two  coiled  springs  at  the  rear,  giving 


],62a. 

greater  ease  for  heavy  riders.     These  saddles 
are  finished  in  the  best  Moffat  tan  stock. 


BROWN  B. 

The  saddle  that  made  the  name  "Brown" 
famous.  This  saddle  has  had  as  great  popu- 
larity as  any  ever  made.  Not  only  is  it  uni- 
versally popular  as  a  racing  saddle,  but  it  has 
a  myriad  of  friends  among  those  who  like  a 
hard  road  saddle. 


BROWN  D. 

Same  as  the  B,  but  padded.  Its  admi-'ers 
think  there  never  was  such  a  roadster.  Hav- 
ing all  the  good  qualities  of  the  regulation 
Brown  goods,  its  merit  lies  in  its  'light,  hand- 
some,  graceful  shape  and  its  padded  top. 


BROWN  F. 

One  of  the  ladies'  models  of  Brown  sad- 
dles. Note  the  short,  square  nose.  Skirts 
never  catch  there.  Also  note  the  broad,  com- 
fortable seat,  that  is  an  invitation  of  itself  to 
go  riding. 


BROWN  H. 

For  the  heavy-weights — a  glorious  saddle. 
.\11  these  Brown  saddles  are  made  of  the 
very  best  oak-tanned  English  bridle-leather 
that  money  can  buy.  The  trees  are  all  of  the 
Brown  patent  type,  and  the  saddles  are  prac- 


tically handmade.  They  are  sewed  on  slow- 
speed  machines,  making  a  beautiful  stitch. 
The  entire  finish  is  superb. 


WHEELER  EXTRA. 

The  handsome,  original  Wheeler.  Made  of 
the  maroon  leather  which  has  so  long  been 
identified  with  it,  and  finished  with  the  at- 
tention to  details  that  has  given  it  a  national 
reputation.  The  pads  are  of  interlaced  hair 
and  will  keep  their  shape. 


WHEELER  SPECIAL. 

A  road  saddle  of  very  high  degree — styl- 
ish, handsome  and  thoroughly  good  and  com- 
fortable— a  saddle  to  make  one's  heart  glad. 
Maroon  leather  and  interlaced  hair-pads.  That 
high-curved  back  is  what  makes  it  so  com- 
fortable. 


WHEELER  LADIES'  COIL. 

The  same  in  color  and  finish  as  all  the 
Wheeler  saddles,  but  having  the  two  rear 
coils  for  greater  ease  in  riding.  Special  at- 
tention has  been  given  to  the  seating  surface, 
being  broad,  but  preserving  the  beauty  and 
symmetry  of  the  saddle. 

They  have  many  other  styles,  but  these 
give  a  fair  indication  of  the  whole. 


Bottom  Bracket  for  Juveniles. 

Frank  E.  Southard,  president  and  general 
manager  of  the  Toledo  Metal  Wheel  Co., 
Toledo,  O.,  has  invented  a  crank-hanger 
bracket  that  is  particularly  adapted  to  juve- 
nile bicycles  and  contains  a  feature  long  de- 
sired in  juveniles.  Bicycles  containing  this 
new  hanger  will  be  ready  for  inspection  in 
about  thirty  days.  This  hanger  does  not  in 
any  way  infringe  existing  patents,  and  it 
is  constructed  on  an  entirely  new  principle. 


Representing  Bean-Chamberlin. 

Special  Representative  Charles  F.  Lott  will 
have  a  full  line  of  Hudson,  Lenawee  and  Nox- 
all  bicycles  during  the  cycle  show,  at  the  Bar- 
tholdi  Hotel,  and  will  be  pleased  to  meet  pro- 
spective purchasers.  Mr.  Lott  represents  the 
Bean-Chamberlin  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Hudson 
Mich. 
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WE  ALSO  USE  THE 


Wilmot  &  Hobbs 
Co.  make  the  Brass- 
Lined  Clincher 
Tubing. 


TO  BE  SURE  YOU  ARE  NOW  LIVING 
IN  THE  20TH  CENTURY,  DEAL  IN 

KEATING  BICYCLES 

for  they  are  "365   Days  Ahead  of  Them  All." 
The  only  bicycles  fitted  with  the 

Keating  Noiseless  Double  Roller  Chain. 

WE  ARE  THE  OLDEST  MAKERS  OF 

LIGHT  BICYCLES 

and  invite  a  test  of  the  best. 


KEATING 


AGENTS  CONTINUE  WITH  US. 
RIDERS   DO   NOT  CHANGE. 

TAKE  YOU  OUT. 

BRING  YOU  BACK. 


WHEELS 


SEE  THAT  CURVE? 


WRITE 

FOR 

DISCOUNTS. 


Keating  Wheel  &  Automobile  Co. 

MIDDLETOWN,  CONN. 


They  Advertise  It. 
They  Push  It.  They 
Stake  Their  Reputa- 
tion on  It. 


BRASS -LINED  CLINCNER  TUBING 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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AGENCY  FOR  BROOKS  SADDLES. 


With  Characteristic    Progressiveness  the    Waltham 

Mfg.  Co.  Secures  American  Rights— tViil 

Equip  Orients  with  Them. 

For  a  number  of  years  past  J.  B.  Brooks 
&  Co.,  of  Birmingham,  Eng.,  have  not  only 
been  recognized  as  one  of  the  largest  saddle 
manufacturers  in  the  world,  but  have  re- 
ceived the  highest  prices  for  their  product — 
much  higher  than  ordinarily  so-called  high- 
grade  saddles.  '  A  casual  glance  at  their  cat- 
alogue and  wholesale  prices  reveals  the  fact 
that  the  English  manufacturers  pay  them 
more  than  twice  as  much  as  the  American 
manufacturers  pay  for  the  best  American  sad- 
dle. When  the  price  of  American  bicycles 
was  $150  and  the  price  of  saddles  was  pro- 
portionately high,  a  great  many  Brooks  sad- 
dles were  imported  into  the  United  States, 
but  as  the  price  of  bicycles  "went  down  the 
higher  cost  of  the  Brooks  saddle,  together 
with  the  heavy  duty  which  had  to  be  added 
by  American  manufacturers,  resulted  in  their 
being  used  less  and  less,  until  in  recent  years 
they  have  only  been  used  by  racing  men  or 
other  cyclists  who  ride  a  great  deal  and  who 
insist  upon  having  what  they  consider  the 
best  at  any  price.  Other  saddles  have  been 
reduced  in  price,  but  the  Brooks  Company 
have  never  been  willing  to  sacrifice  quality 
for  price.  The  secret  seems  to  be  in  the 
ciuality  of  the  leather,  which  is  so  well-sea- 
soned and  so  finely  treated  that  although  it 
is  of  the  softest  kid  it  will  not  split.  It  com- 
bines comfort  with  durability  to  a  great  ex- 
tent. Another  notable  fact  is  that  through- 
out the  ups  and  downs  and  changes  of  saddle 
construction  this  type  is  coming  extensively 
into  use  again.  Two  manufacturers  are  mak- 
ing a  saddle  of  this  type  exclusively,  and  the 
largest  saddle  manufacturers  in  America  have 
recently  added  this  type,  and  it  now  appears 
at  the  top  of  their  list. 

The  progressiveness  of  the  Waltham  Mfg. 
Co.,  which  has  been  repeatedly  shown  to  the 
American  public  by  being  among  the  first 
people  to  build  a  good  multicycle,  the  first 
people  to  build  singles  and  pacing  machines 
that  were  capable  of  bringing  large  numbers 
of  world's  records  from  Europe  to  America, 
the  first  people  to  build  an  American  motor- 
cycle, have  now  demonstrated  the  same  pro- 
gressive spirit  in  regard  to  the  Brooks  sad- 
dle. Knowing  the  intrinsic  qualities  of  this 
saddle,  through  their  experience  with  racing 
men,  who  not  only  expect  but  demand  the 
best  in  bicycle  construction,  the  best  tires 
and  the  best  saddles,  and  by  watching  the 
signs  of  the  times  and  observing  that  this 
type  of  saddle  was  becoming  more  and  more 
popular,  have  placed  themselves  in  the  front 
ranks  by  securing  the  American  agency  for 
this  famous  Brooks  saddle  and  ecjuipping  it  on 
their  best  bicycles  and  offering  it  for  sale 
throughout   the   country. 

The  Brooks  B-17,  which  is  so  popular  with 
the  racing  men,  and  is  a  very  light  saddle,  is 
the  regular  equipment  on  their  Leader,  while 
they  give  an  option  of  Brooks  B-2-1-1,  a 
heavier  saddle,  with  a  coil  spring,  and  also 
fit  a  Brooks  B-13-L,  a  light,  comfortable 
women's  saddle,  to  their  women's  models. 
The  fact  of  their  equipping  their  bicycles  with 
a  saddle  that  costs  more  than  twice  as  much 
as  some  of  the  best  American  saddles,  will 
undoubtedly   make   their    wheels   more   popu- 


lar, and  even  though  the  price  is  so  high, 
they  will  undoubtedly  sell  a  great  many,  on 
account  of  the  quality  of  the  goods  and  the 
reputation  of  the  Brooks  saddle. 

The  J.  B.  Brooks  Company  are  the  largest 
manufacturers  for  motor-cycles,  and  the  Wal- 
tham Company  will  not  only  supply  Brooks 
saddles  on  their  own  motor-cycles,  but  will 
practically  control  the  saddle  for  this  class  of 
machines  .in  America.  The  saddle  for  this 
purpose  is  B-90-4.  It  is  much  larger  than 
the  bicycle  saddle,  and  is  almost  as  comfort- 
able as  the  regular  cavalry  saddle. 


A  Correction. 

By  an  error  in  the  last  issue  there  appeared 
an  interior  and  exterior  view  of  the  O.  K. 
lamp,  purporting  to  show  the  new  reversible 
bracket   and  the  interior  construction   of  the 


O.  K.  lamp.  The  cuts  published  were  those 
of  the  1899  O.  K.  lamp,  which  the  Seal  Lock 
Co.  have  discontinued  making,  as  being  too 
cheap  to  be  practicable. 


The  1900  O.  K.,  which  is  shown  in  the  en- 
graving, is  radically  different  from  the  old 
lamp,  and  is  constructed  from  the  best  and 
most  expensive  material  in  every  detail,  and 
represents  the  most  advanced  ideas  in  acet- 
ylene lamps. 

The  new  bracket,  which  is  also  shown,  is  a 
particularly   strong   feature. 

National  Cement  and  Rubber  Supplies. 

In  the  cement  and  general  bicycle  dealers' 
•supplies  business  the  National  Cement  & 
Rubber  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Toledo,  O.,  stands  in 
an  enviable  position.  This  concern,  which 
started  in  business  three  years  ago,  is  now 
selling  nearly  all  the  large  hardware  and 
sporting  goods  jobbers  between  the  Atlantic 
and  Pacific  oceans,  lo  say  nothing  of  their 
extensive  foreign  trade.  Jobbers'  1900  cata- 
logues show  the  names:  High-pressure  brand, 
Pioneer  brand,  Red  Cross  brand  and  Anchor 
brand  applied  to  cements,  vulcanizers  and 
supplies:  enameling  ovens  and  enamels, 
braziers  and  brazier  supplies.  These  names 
are  now  too  well  known  to  the  trade  lo  re- 


c|uire  any  comment.  This  concern  have  built 
up  their  business  by  making  good  goods, 
judicious  advertising,  and  protecting  the  job- 
bers through  whom  they  distribute  all  their 
goods.  They  refer  all  retail  dealers  to  the 
local  jobbers,  and  devote  the  first  page  of 
their  catalogue  to  naming  distributing  agents, 
calling  upon  the  retail  trade  to  write  direct 
to  these  parties  for  quotations. 


The  Dunlop  Monopoly  in  Figures. 

Here  is  a  most  interesting  item  from  the 
speech  of  Mr.  Harvey  du  Cros  to  the  Dunlop 
shareholders:  "The  profits  of  the  entire  tire 
trade  outside  ourselves  for  the  year  have  been 
estimated  at  £36,600,  and  the  loss  £33,000,  and 
the  net  profits  of  the  tire  trade  outside  our- 
selves has  therefore  been  £2,786.  We  have 
the  return  of  all  the  cycle  companies  pub- 
lished, and  the  total  earnings  for  last  year 
were  £120,000,  and  their  loss  is  £31,000.  That 
gives  you  the  net  earnings  of  the  whole  cycle 
companies  as  £89,000.  You  will,  therefore, 
appreciate  the  position  of  this  company,  if 
you  look  at  what  you  earned  and  what  the 
entire  cycle  trade  earned.  The  entire  cycle 
and  tire  trade  represented  £92,000  against  the 
profits  made  by  this  company."  The  tire 
trade  statistics  are  particularly  significant,  as 
-showing  the  extent  of  the  monopoly  even  be- 
fore the  establishment  of  the  patents. 


Old-Timers  Form  a  Company. 

M.  L.  Bridgman,  formerly  in  charge  of  the 
Pope  Company's  establishment  near  Central 
Park,  New  York  City,  last  week  organized 
the  New  York  Vending  Co.  This  company 
controls  a  slot-machine  for  tire  inflation  in 
New  York  State.  It  is  understood  that  the 
companj'  will  operate  the  metropolitan  mar- 
ket itself,  and  sell  rights  in  other  parts  of  the 
State.  Associated  with  Mr.  Bridgman  are  E. 
K.  Austin,  C.  H.  Luscomb,  George  R.  Bid- 
well  and  two  of  Mr.  Bidwell's  friends — S.  C. 
Croft  and  Orren  C.  Frost. 


Joint  Opening  Day  in  Columbus. 

Columbus,  O.,  Jan.  12. — The  Columbus  Cy- 
cle Board  of  Trade  held  an  adjourned  meet- 
ing this  morning  and  decided  tb  hold  a  joint 
cycle  opening  this  spring.  No  decision  was 
reached  as  to  the  date  for  the  opening  or  the 
number  of  davs  it  will  be  held. 


Trade  Changes. 

Bridgeport,  Conn. — The  Home  Mfg.  Co.,  moved  to 
Collinsville. 

Chicago,    111. — Carlisle   Mfg.    Co.,    out    of   business. 

Chicago,  111. — ^Wallace  L.  Stigben,  filed  petition  of 
voluntary    bankruptcy. 

Louisville,  Ky. — Simon«  &  LipsW,  succeeded  by 
Philip   Lipski. 

Baltimore,  Md. — The  Little  Joe  Weisenfeld  Co., 
Robert    S.    Weisenfeld    admitted. 

Boston,  Mass. — Stephen  L.  Price,  chattel  mort- 
gage,  $.352. 

Chelsea.  Mass. — D.  W.  Hamilton,  chattel  mort- 
gage,   $215. 

l-iahway.  N.  J. — Danser  Cycle  Co..  Frank  Boland 
succeeds. 

Amsterdam,    N.    Y. — E.    T.    DeGrafF,    assigned. 

Johnstown,   N.   Y. — Geo.    E.    Fulton    Co.,    dissolved. 

Brtidgeport,     Conn. — T.     R.     Ashttm,    attached. 

Baltimore,  Md. — Chas.  Huntington,  damaged  by 
fire. 

Chicago,  111. — \"im  Bicycle  Co.,  style  changed  to 
\'ini  Co.,  and  capital  stock  increased  from  $2,000  to 
$10,000. 

Orange,  N.  J. — W.  J.  Smart,  petil;ion  in  bank- 
ruptcy. 

Xew  >''ork.  JJ.  Y.— A.  Whitely,  incorpor.nted  lo 
manufacture    bicycles;    capital    .slock.    .$"0,000. 


1900. 


oi 


Notice. 


Bristol,  Conn.,  January  8,  1900. 


To  the  Trade. 


Referring  to  notices  recently  published 
warning  Dealers  against  handling  certain 
Bicycle  Bells  claimed  to  infringe  patents  on 
stationary  gongs,  while  it  is,  of  course, 
evident  that  such  notices  were  not  intended 
to  apply  in  any  way  to  New  Departures,  it 
emphasizes  the  fact  that  to  avoid  all  chance 
of  danger  Dealers  should  tie  up  to  the  company 
that  has  always  protected  them  to  the  fullest 
extent,  never  infringes  the  patents  of  others, 
and  stands  ready  with  its  immense  resources 
to  guard  their  interests  fully.   Handle  New 
Departures  and  avoid  complications  or 
interruptions. 

Very  respectfully, 

THE  NEW  DEPARTURE  BELL  CO. 


JOHN  H.  GRAHAM  &  CO. , 

New  York, 

General  Selling  Agents. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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A  STRONG  LAMP  GUARANTEE. 


Makes  Many  Sales  for  the  Electro  Lamp  Co.— Mana- 
ger Satisfies  Fire  Chief  that  Carbide  Is 
Not  Unduly  Dangerous. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Hollingworth,  of  the  Electro 
Lamp  Co.,  New  York  City,  has  returned 
from  the  West,  where  he  has  been  calling  on 
the  big  jobbers.  He  has  closed  contracts  thus 
far  that  are  far  in  excess  of  the  firm's  entire 
business  of  1899.  Owing  to  the  changes  in- 
troduced in  the  new  Electro  lamp,  the  fi'-m 
enables  jobbers  to  sell  the  lamps  under  the 
following  guarantee: 

"We  have  an  agreement  with  the  manufac- 
turers of  the  Electro  gas  lamp,  whereby  each 
lamp  is  sold  with  a  guarantee  covering  the 
workmanship,  material  and  proper  working 
of  this  lamp,  so  that  every  purchaser  of  an 
Electro  gas  lamp  is  assured  a  perfect  lamp, 
and  any  such  lamps  returned  to  us  by  reason 
of  imperfect  workmanship  or  defective  ma- 
terial may  be  exchanged  for  a  perfect  lamp." 

As  a  result  of  this  guarantee,  there  is 
not  a  jobber  in  the  West  who  will  not 
carry  the  Electro  lamp.  The  great  diffi- 
culty has  been  that  the  demand  has  been 
so  far  in  excess  of  what  was  anticipated  that 
the  firm  has  experienced  some  trouble  in  fur- 
nishing a  sufficient  quantity  of  samples  to 
supply  the  jobbing  salesmen.  This  difficulty 
will  be  overcome  within  the  next  ten  days, 
as  the  firm  is  making  their  lamps  at  their  fac- 
tory in  West  Winsted,  Conn.,  and  will  be 
ready  to  make  deliveries  in  large  quantities 
by  Feb.  15. 

The  carbide  situation  throughout  the 
United  States  has  met  with  some  setbacks 
owing  to  the  insane  position  taken  by  some 
of  the  fire  insurance  boards,  an  example  of 
which  was  recently  seen  in  Columbus,  O., 
where  drastic  measures  were  in  force.  The 
fire  department  was  opposed  to  the  storage  of 
any  carbide  within  the  city  limits,  the  chief 
of  the  fire  department  not  knowing  anything 
of  calcium  carbide.  Mr.  Hollingworth  visited 
him  and  explained  the  manufacture  and  uses 
of  carbide.  He  showed  how  it  was  practically 
safer  than  the  average  kerosene  sold.  The 
chief  agreed  to  present  the  matter,  as  ex- 
plained, to  the  City  Council.  The  result  is 
that  a  full  carload  can  be  carried  within  the 
city  limits,  providing  some  responsible  firm 
takes  charge  of  deliveries. 

Hereafter  the  Tracy  Wells  Co.  will  carry 
the  carbide  in  big  lots  and  will  sell  for  use  in 
bicycle  lamps  and  house  generators.  In  Day- 
ton, O.,  carbide  can  now  be  stored  in  car- 
load lots.  The  demand  for  carbide  for  bicy- 
cle lamps  this  year  gives  indications  that  1900 
will  be  a  gas  lamp  year.  The  riding  public 
now  understand  carbide  and  are  able  to  use 
it  intelligently.  The  Electro  Lamp  Co.,  with 
the  idea  of  being  fully  protected,  will  be 
.stocked  for  immediate  delivery  when  the  sea- 
.son  opens,  so  that  there  will  be  no  delay  in 
shipments.  Their  interests  are  to  have  carbide 
sold  all  over  the  United  States,  and  to  be  as 
accessible  as  oil. 


Bateman  Indicted. 

Toledo.  O.,  Jan.  12. — The  grand  jury  re- 
ported yesterday  afternoon,  and  returned  an 
indictment  against  LaMontc  Bateman,  gen- 
eral manager  of  the  Toledo  Tube  Works,  on 
the  charge  of  coercion.  Should  he  be  found 
guilty   upon    hearing   before    Common    Pleas 


Court,  his  attorneys,  King  &  Tracy,  will 
attack  the  constitutionality  of  the  law  in  the 
highest  courts  of  the  State.  They  claim  that 
the  law  restricts  personal  liberty.  The  case 
is  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  State,  and  was 
brought  by  -Alonzo  B.  Cole,  who  claims  that 
he  was  discharged  by  Mr.  Bateman  for  hav- 
ing joined  a  union. 


who  are  studying  foreign  markets  might  get 
a  few  pointers  from  this  catalogue.  By  the 
way,  Mr.  Karlson  uses  throughout  the  book 
the  term  "steelhorse." 


New  Motor  Company  In  Cleveland. 

The  Baker  Motor  Vehicle  Co.,  of  Cleve- 
land, has  been  organized  with  R.  C.  White, 
president;  Fred  White,  vice-president,  and 
Walter  Baker,  general  manager.  The  Whites 
are  connected  with  the  White  Sewing  Ma- 
chine Co.,  while  Walter  Baker  is  at  the  head 
of  the  American  Bail-Bearings  Co.,  and  has 
long  been  identified  with  the  motor-vehicle 
experiments  in  that  city.  The  company  will 
build  electric  carriages  in  a  new  factory,  al- 
ready under  way. 

Exporters  Might  Note  This. 

The  Wheel  has  received  from  A.  Karlson, 
Copenhagen,  an  important  cycle  material  ex- 
port catalogue.  It  is  in  three  languages.  It 
is  a  remarkable  catalogue,  both  as  to  bulk, 
arrangement  and  variety.     American  makers 


"It's  Oil  Right." 

A  very  effective  flyer  has  been  issued  by 
the  G.  W.  Cole  Company,  141  Broadway, 
New  York,  to  help  dealers  sell  the  famous 
"Three  in  One"  cleaner  and  lubricant.  When 
picked  up,  the  various  sides  of  the  folded  cir- 
cular inform  one  in  red  ink  that  "it"  is  "oil 
right"  for  "oil  purposes."  The  interior 
shows  an  actual  size  illustration  of  the  "Three 
in  One"  bottle,  and  a  group  of  illustrations 
of  articles  oilable  or  cleanable  by  this  method. 


Chalnless  Company  Organized  in  Maine. 

The  Gledhill  Chainless  Lever  Bicycle 
Co.  has  been  organized  in  Lewiston, 
Me.,  for  the  purpose  of  owning  and  con- 
trolling a  certain  invention  for  improvement 
of  velocipedes  and  letters  patent  of  T.  N. 
Gledhill  for  same  with  $10,000  capital  stock. 
The  officers  are:  George  W.  Raymond,  of 
Lewiston;  treasurer,  T.  N.  Gledhill,  of  Lewis- 
ton. 


Speirs  Furnishes  Complete  Line. 


A  complete  bicycle  factory,  in  everything 
the  term  implies,  is  that  of  the  Speirs  Mfg. 
Co.,  of  Worcester,  Mass.  The  company  man- 
ufactures one  of  the  leading  lines  of  complete 
bicycles,  under  its  own  name-plate,  and  these 
are  marketed  throughout  the  United  States, 
as  well  as  abroad.  Every  part  of  these  ma- 
chines is  made  in  the  company's  own  factory, 
one  of  the  m.ost  complete  in  the  business. 

A  specialty  is  made  of  marketing  separate 
parts,  and  in  this  line  the  company  is  pre- 
pared to  furnish  everything.  Frames,  bars, 
posts,  cones,  cups,  in  fact,  any  or  every  part 
of  a  bicycle  is  .supplied  by  this  enterprising 
concern. 

It  is  making  three  patterns  of  hubs,  includ- 
ing the  model  C  for  coaster  brakes,  model 
A,  disc-adjusted,  and  model  A  with  knock- 
out axles.  Four  models  of  pedals  are  made, 
each  having  the  internal  construction  shown 
in  the  illustration,  but  different  patterns  of 
side  and  end  plates  are  furnished.  Either  rat- 
traps  or  combinations  are  supplied  and  the 
models  are  for  men's,  women's  or  children's 
use. 

The  company  will  make  bicycles  to  the 
Older  of  any  purchaser,  regardless  of  the  fact 
that    there    is    a    Speirs   line    on    the    market. 


They  make  stampings,  machine  screw  and 
screw  machine  work  of  any  description,  cups, 
cones,  etc.  Rims  are  rolled  for  bicycles  and 
motor-carriages  and  hubs  specially  designed 
for  motor-carriages   are   made. 


1900. 
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No.  16,  Brake. 

We  make  a  cheaper  brake, 
our  No.  17. 


No.  1,  Rigid  Rat-Trap. 


Nos.  32,  33  and  34,  Guard. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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LOZIER  PREDICTS  SHORTAGE. 


Says  There  Will  Be  a  Big  Demand  for   Wheels  Be- 
cause of  Prosperity  and  Recently 
Improved  Country  Roads. 

A  sagacious  man  is  H.  A.  Lozier,  and  this 
is  what  he  says  of  the  season's  prospects: 

"I  believe  that  1900  is  going  to  be  the  greatest 
year  for  bicycles  that  this  country  has  ever 
seen,  and  I  do  not  think  I  am  guessing,  either. 
I  base  my  theory  on  the  condition  of  most  of 
the  trade  all  over  the  country,  and  mainly  on 
the  large  advance  orders — these  I  may  say 
right  now  are  larger  than  most  of  us  ever 
had. 

"The  output  through  the  factories  is  not 
going  to  equal  the  demand,  the  factories  will 
be  unable  to  supply  the  agents,  and  there  will 
be  a  consequent  shortage.  Do  not  misunder- 
stand me;  there  will  be  no  curtailment  of  the 
output;  every  factory  is  working  up  to  its 
limit  and  will  continue  to  do  so,  but  pros- 
perity, the  improvement  in  roads,  and  the 
general  increase  and  poularity  of  the  bicycle 
is  going  to  produce  this  result  and  nothing 
else. 

"The  West  is  O.  K.  We  have  lots  of  money 
out  in  the  West;  the  farmers  have  plenty  of 
it,  and  the  people  that  do  not  farm  have  it, 
too.  The  West  is  sending  an  immense  amount 
of  money  East;  a  great  deal  of  it  is  coming 
right  here  to  New  York  and  being  loaned  to 
the  banks.  This  is  the  first  year  that  Western 
money  has  been  sent  East  in  such  large  quan- 
tities, and  the  West  is  correspondingly  proud 
of  the  fact.  This  prosperity  is  really  quite 
general,  and  real  good  times  are  the  order. 

"One  thing  I  look  to  to  create  a  bicycling 
boom  in  the  West  is  the  extension  of  roads 
out  there.  The  West  has  got  the  road  fever 
bad,  or  perhaps  I  should  say  good,  because 
it  is  the  best  fever  that  any  section  of  the 
country  ever  got.  Every  penny  put  into  a 
good  road  comes  out  of  it  again  one  hundred- 
fold. The  mistaken  idea  that  the  bicyclists 
are  the  only  people  that  reap  the  benefit  of 
good  roads  is  disappearing  as  rapidly  as  a 
misty  theory  of  that  kind  ought  to.  I  sup- 
pose every  well-informed  person  to-day  real- 
izes the  many  advantages  of  road  improve- 
ment. In  the  West  last  year  there  were  con- 
structed thousands  upon  thousands  of  miles 
of  good  roads.  Now  I  figure  that  every  mile 
of  good  road  means  a  sale  of  from  ten  to 
twenty  bicycles,  depending  mainly  upon 
whether  the  road  runs  through  a  thickly  or 
sparsely  populated   neighborhood. 

"If  you  know  any  bicycle  agents  tell  them 
to  get  their  orders  in  early;  most  of  them 
have  sent  in  big  orders,  but  not  big  enough. 
There  are  not  going  to  be  sufficient  bicycles 
to  go  around.  If  they  do  not  get  their  orders 
in  early  they  will  get  caught  in  the  rush  and 
wind  up  the  season  by  failing  to  supply  their 
customers." 


No  Change  In  Schrader  Valves. 

The  1899  Schrader  valve  proved  so  satis- 
factory that  the  manufacturers,  A.  Schrader's 
Sons,  have  placed  the  same  valve  on  the  mar- 
ket for  this  year,  without  any  changes.  That 
the  firm  is  prepared  to  fill  all  orders  without 
delay  and  is  prepared  for  all  emergencies,  is 
evidenced  by  the  fact  that  it  has  over  400,000 
valves  stored  in  the  safety  vaults  in  the  Equit- 
able building.     The  firm  is  now  making  sev- 


eral valves  of  various  outside  sizes,  with  the 
regular  standard  interior  parts  for  wagon  and 
automobile  trade.  A.  Schrader's  Sons  will  not 
have  any  exhibit  at  the  show,  but  as  practi- 
cally every  tire  shown  is  fitted  with  the  Schra- 
der valve  the  firm's  product  will  be  well  rep- 
resented. 


The  DIebel  Swinging  Pedal. 

The  Howard  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Mount  Holly,  N. 
J.,  was  recently  purchased  by  William  Die- 
bel,    of   the    Diebel-Eppler    Mfg.    Co.,    of  832 


Arch  street,  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Diebel  has 
installed  considerable  new  machinery,  and  is 
prepared  to  manufacture  a.  large  product  of 
parts  and  fittings  for  automobiles  and  bicy- 
cles.    The  company  will  also  make  the  Diebel 


swinging  pedal,  for  which  great  advantages 
are  claimed.  This  pedal  was  shown  at  the  last 
New  York  bicycle  show  and  attracted  consid- 
erable attention.  It  is  said  to  overcome  dead 
centres  and  increase  the  power. 


The  Lyndhurst  front  Fork.     '  -  v 

If  you  extend  a  bicycle  chain  at  arms' 
length  and  give  it  a  slight  twist,  you  will  be 
surprised  to  find  how  each  link  stiffens;  every 
link  and  rivet  becomes  a  friction  point  and 
the  chain  becomes  almost  as  rigid  as  a  solid 


bar.  In  the  pedal  movement  on  a  bicycle 
the  above  result  is  taking  place  all  the  time, 
but  is  not  noticed  except  in  hill-climbing  or 
against  a  head-wind.  The  action  of  the  foot 
on  the  pedal  throws  the  frame  and  sprockets 
out  of  line,  because  the  front  part  of  the 
frame  swings  to  and  fro  on  the  neck  of 
the  single-stem  front  fork.  If  you  make 
three  stems  to  the  front  fork,  you  stiffen 
the  neck  and  front  tubes,  and  aho  the  bot- 
tom bracket.  The  makers  of  the  Lyndhurst 
think  tliey  have  obtained  this  result  in  their 
Patent  Triple  Front  Fork,  and  point  with 
pride  to  their  success  in  hill-climbing  con- 
tests. The  stif?er  and  more  rigid  you  can 
get  the  frame  and  forks,  the  easier  a  wheel 
will  ride,  because  the  chain  is  kept  in  line, 
and  the  power  applied  is  not  lost  in  trans- 
mission. 


The  Overman  Plant. 

Springfield,  Jan.  13. — Prospective  purchas- 
ers are  still  looking  at  the  Overman  Wheel 
Co.'s  plant  in  Chicopee  Falls,  but  no  sale  has 
been  consummated  as  yet.  It  is  becoming 
accepted  as  a  fact  that  Mr.  Overman  himself 
will  not  endeavor  to  buy  the  plant  now. 
George  A.  Fairfield,  president  of  the  Hart- 
ford Machine  Screw  Co.,  was  in  Chicopee 
recently,  and  spent  half  a  day  looking  over 
the  Overman  plant.  There  has  not  been  any 
purchase,  however,  and  there  may  not  be. 
The  machine  screw  company  is  crowded  in 
its  present  quarters,  but  the  main  works  will 
not  be  moved,  even  if  the  purchase  is  made. 
The  impression  gained  from  the  talk  was  that 
the  Overman  plant  was  desira.ble,  but  the  ma- 
chine screw  people  are  unlikely  to  purchase. 


Chicago  Handle-Bar  Co.  Formed. 

The  Chicago  Handle-Bar  Co.  have  to-day 
bought  the  stock  and  machinery  of  the 
League  Handle-Bar  Co.  Also  the  entire 
business,  stock,  plant,  good-will  and  all,  of 
Geo.  G.  Spencer,  of  Chicago.  The  new  com- 
pany will  be  called  the  Chicago  Handle-Bar 
Co.,' and  the  officers  will  be:  Geo.  W.  Web- 
ster, president  and  secretary;  Geo.  G.  Spen- 
cer, vice-president  and  treasurer.  An  office 
and  wareroom  will  be  opened  in  New  York, 
where  a  large  and  complete  stock  for  both 
domestic  and  foreign  trade  will  be  carried.  It 
is  rumored  that  handle-bar  prices  may  ad- 
vance. 


Decision  on  Surety's  Responsibility. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Georgia  held,  in  the 
case  of  Pirkle  et  al.  vs.  Chamblee,  that  pre- 
sumptively one  who  signed  as  surety  a  promis- 
sory note  which  had  been  previously  signed 
by  two  other  persons,  apparently  as  joint 
■principals,  undertook  to  contract  as  surety  for 
both  of  these  persons,  and  that  the  burden  of 
showing  that  one  of  them  was  himself  a  mere 
surety  for  the  other,  and  that  the  last  signer 
so  knew  at  the  time  of  signing  the  paper,  was 
on  him  who  asserted  that  such  was  the  fact. 


The  Fisk  Tire. 

The  Fisk  Tire  Co.,  of  Chicopee  Falls,  Mass., 
report  that  their  orders  this  year  are  far  in 
excess  of  those  received  by  this  time  last  year. 
The  firm,  which  is  now  manufacturing  under 
the  Dodge  patents,  lists  six  different  styles, 
suitable  to  all  requirements.  The  Fisk  quali- 
ty is  well  known,  and  that  it  is  appreciated 
is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  the  factory  is 
working  day  and  night. 


The  Energetic  Jandorf. 

L.  C.  Jandorf,  the  New  York  dealer,  who 
might,  in  fact,  well  be  called  the  energetic 
Jandorf,  has  opened  a  new  store  at  the  corner 
of  Barclay  and  Church  streets,  New  York, 
the  Church  street  numbers  running  from  93 
to  105.  It  is  a  well-located  depot.  Mr.  Jan- 
dorf will  job  and  sell  sundries  and  make  a 
specialty  of  the  Linwood  bicycles. 

Elkes  Will  Go  to  Russia. 

Glens  Falls,  Jan.  11.— Harry  D.  Elkes,  the 
middle-distance  champion  cyclist,  has  through 
his  father  and  manager  entered  into  a  con- 
tract to  race  in  Moscow  in  June.  The  event 
will  be  of  one  hour's  duration  and  open  to 
al!  comers, 
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SINGLE-TUBE  TIRES. 

THE    TILLINGHHST     PftTENT 
HAS    BEEN    SUSTAINED 

By  a  decree  in  the  U.  S,  Court  of  the  First  Circuit  on  Nov.  14,  1899. 

The  following  licensees  alone  are  authorized  to  make  and  sell   Single-Tube  Tires 
for  bicycles: 


B.  F.  GOODRICH  CO. 
HARTFORD  RUBBER  WORKS. 
REVERE  RUBBER  CO. 
MECHANICAL  FABRIC  CO. 
FISK  RUBBER  CO. 


BOSTON  WOVEN  HOSE  &  RUBBER  CO. 
NEWTON  RUBBER  WORKS. 
HODGMAN  RUBBER  CO. 
L.  C.  CHASE  &  CO. 
WESTERN  WHEEL  WORKS. 


All  licenses  heretofore  held  by  other  manufacturers  have  been  cancelled  for 
non-payment  of  royalty.  A  claim  by  any  manufacturer  except  the  above  to  have 
a  valid  license  is  false. 

No  licenses  covering  tires  for  use  on  vehicles  have  as  yet  been  issued. 

Manufacturers,  dealers  and  all  other  persons  are  warned  not  to  make,  sell  or  use 
any  unlicensed  tires. 

The  undersigned  believes  it  wiser  to  rely  on  the  opinion  and  decree  of  a  Judge 
of  the  United  States  Court,  after  nearly  a  year's  mature  consideration  of  evidence, 
briefs  and  arguments,  than  on  the  opinion  of  any  firm  of  lawyers  whatsoever,  and 
notifies  the  trade  that  he  shall  claim  full  damages  for  future  infringements. 

THEODORE  A.  DODGE, 
Room  1503  Lords  Court  Bldg.,  27  William  St.,  New  York. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel 
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...WE     BRAKE     THE     WORLD... 
LATEST  IDEA  IN  BICYCLE  BRAKES. 

Wyoma  Automatic  Coaster  and  Brake 


THIS    BRAKE 
APPLIES  ITSELF 

ON 

THE   STEEPEST 

HILL. 


BY    OFFERING 

THIS  SAFEGUARD  TO 

BICYCLE   RIDERS 

WE 

CHALLENGE  THE 

WORLD. 


List  Price,  with  Rear  Hub,  ;^5.00  each.     Liberal  discount  to  the  trade. 


READING  ADTOIMOBILE  &  GEAR  COMPANY, 


Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 


READING,    PA. 
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Automobile  Items* 


•.•»«M»Ma**a»a»»»aH«H««»**»MtHt.^ 


Overman's  Steam  Vehicle.  ' 

Springfield,  Jan.  13.— The  steam  vehicle  of 
A.  H.  Overman  appeared  on  the  streets  yes- 
terday. This  carriage  is  the  invention  of  J. 
H.  Ballard,  of  this  city,  and  for  weeks  the 
inventor,  and  the  men  interested  in  the  car- 
riage, have  awaited  a  day  in  which  to  test  the 
capabilities  of  the  vehicle.  A.  H.  Overman, 
who  is  chiefly  interested  in  the  vehicle,  made 
one  run  in  it  of  over  six  miles,  and  at  no  time 
did  the  steam  fall  below  150  pounds.  Mr. 
Overman  recently  returned  from  Europe, 
where  he  exhibited  the  machine  aad  took  steps 
for  the  formation  of  a  company  to  undertake 
manufacture  of  the  wagons.  This  company 
will  soon  be  organized,  actual  work  on  con- 
struction of  machines  will  be  commenced,  and 
automobiles  will  probably  be  delivered  in  the 
spring.  The  company  will  pay  most  atten- 
tion to  heavy  trucks,  drays  and  cabs,  as  steam, 
the  power  used,  is  especially  fitted  for  such 
vehicles;  the  carriages  will  also  be  made.  It 
is  doubtful  whether  the  machines  will  be 
made  in  the  Overman  Company's  works,  in 
Chicopee.  Mr.  Overman  said  last  night  that 
the  men  interested  have  received  good  ofifers 
to  locate  elsewhere,  and  one  of  them  may  be 
accepted.  The  automobile  seen  on  the  streets 
yesterday  is  propelled  by  steam,  using  a  small 
steel  boiler  and  an  ordinary  double-cylinder 
balanced-piston  engine.  The  operation  of  the 
machine  is  so  simple  that  the  inventor  agrees 
to  allow  persons  to  take  a  five-mile  run  after 
one  minute's  instruction.  The  chief  dif^culty 
in  steam  carriages  has  always  been  the  fact 
that  water  could  not  be  kept  in  the  boiler. 
In  this  engine  an  automatic  device  keeps  the 
water  at  a  certain  level,  and  in  case  the  pumps 
refuse  to  work,  another  automatic  device  puts 
out  the  fire  when  the  water  gets  below  a  cer- 
tain level. 

Wlflton  Carriage  Operating  Instructions. 

The  Winton  Motor  Carriage  Co.,  of  Cleve- 
land, believe  that  the  greatest  bar  in  the  way 
of  the  general  use  of  horseless  vehicles  is  the 
fact  that  they  are  complicated  and  the  ma- 
jority of  them  must  be  in  the  hands  of  persons 
skilled  in  mechanics  to  be  operated  success- 
fully. The  Winton  carriage  is  designed  with 
simplicity  as  the  chief  aim,  and  in  order  to 
still  further  assist  the  owners  of  their  ma- 
chines they  have  recently  published  a  booklet 
giving  drawings  and  showing  every  detail  of 
their  machine,  with  full  instructions  on  how  to 
locate  and  repair  troublesome  points.  By  the 
use  of  this  book  it  is  claimed  that  the  novice 
can  learn  to  operate  a  Winton  machine  with- 
out assistance.  A  Winton  carriage  was 
shipped  to  the  City  of  Mexico  a  few  days  ago 
and  a  copy  of  these  instructions  accompanied 
it;  the  purchaser  has  never  before  used  a 
horseless  carriage.  Of  course,  the  book  is 
furnished  only  to  purchasers  of  Winton  ma- 
chines. 

The  output  of  the  Winton  factory  for  the 
year  past  amounted  to  nearly  two  hundred 
vehicles  of  the  delivery  wagon  and  phaeton 
types.      Wm.    Rockefeller,    president    of    the 


Standard  Oil  Co.  of  New  York,  was  a  recent 
purchaser  of  a  Winton  machine  and  he  has 
ordered  two  more. 

Heavy  Fine  for  Accident. 

Paris,  Dec.  12. — The  Comte  de  Goiffon  ap- 
peared yesterday  before  a  Police  Court,  in  the 
company  of  a  conductor  on  the  tramway  of 
the  Jardin  d'Acclimatation,  which  runs 
through  the  Bois  de  Boulogne,  charged  with 
running  over  a  lady,  breaking  her  leg.  The 
Comte  was  in  an  automobile,  which  was 
driven  at  excessive  speed.  The  conductor  on 
the  tram-car  was  in  the  same  position.  In 
an  alley  of  the  Bois  the  automobile  and  the 
tram  crashed  into  each  other,  and  the  lady, 
who  was  on  foot,  was  caught  between  the 
two  vehicles  and  knocked  down,  her  leg  being 
broken.  The  court  sentenced  the  Comte  to 
two  months'  imprisonment,  without  the  ben- 
efit of  the  Berenger  (first  ofTence)  law,  and 
the  conductor  of  the  tramway  to  eight  days' 
imprisonment,  with  the  benefit  of  the  Beren- 


ger law,  and  they  were  jointly  mulcted  in  15, 
OOOf.    ($3,000)    damages. 


Inventor  of  ttie  Automobile. 

Paris,  Jan.  13. — The  Automobile  Club,  of 
France,  some  months  ago  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  ascertain  who  was  the  real  inventor 
of  the  automobile.  The  committee  now  re- 
ports that  M.  Lenoir,  who  on  January  4,  1860, 
took  out  a  patent  for  a  motor  operated  by 
the  explosion  of  gas,  is  entitled  to  the  honor. 
Lenoir,  who  is  still  alive  and  aged  78  years, 
was  discovered  in  an  obscure  village.  The 
Automobile  Club  is  now  organizing  a  big  fete 
in  his  honor  and  will  present  to  him  a  hand- 
some gold  medal. 

Good  Automobile  Record. 

Paris,  Jan.  13. — The  "Velo"  says  that  in 
France,  during  December,  7U8  accidents  were 
caused  by  horses — 52  deaths  and  656  injuries 
— while  in  the  same  period  there  were  only 
twenty-one  automobile  accidents,  from  which 
only  one  person  died. 

Against  American  Automobiles. 

Berlin,  Jan.  11. — Considerable  fear  is  ex- 
pressed in  the  German  press  that  American 
automobiles  will  invade  Germany,  and  a 
higher  duty  is   demanded. 


Significance  of  the  Orient  "Autogo." 

The  ladies  look  with  surprised  interest  and 
pleasure  at  the  Beaumont  sisters,  as  they  rush 
on  the  vaudeville  stage  on  their  Orient  "Au- 
togo." The  sisters  are  clever,  as  feminine 
vaudevilleans  go,  but  the  machine  is  what  at- 
tracts attention.  It  is  a  spick-and-span  new 
quadricycle,  made  by  the  Waltham  Company, 


It  is  a  splendid  advertisement  for  the  auto- 
cycle.  Those  who  are  adult  and  adipose 
look  longingly  at  it.  It  reveals  great  pleas- 
ure possibilities  to  them.  The  Beaumonts  are 
pioneers  in  their  way.  They  will  do  much  to 
bring  about  what  The  Wheel  has  long  pre- 
dicted— that  is,  the  coming  of  the  auto- 
cycle;  the  very  great  use  of  autocycles. 


and  what  the  Beaumont  sisters  lack  in  Mclba- 
like  ability  as  to  verse  and  voice,  and  in  Span- 
ish dexterity  as  to  terpsichorean  curves,  they 
make  up  by  their  audacity,  dash  and  style  in 
rusliing  the  ".\utogo"  about  the  stage.  It  is 
a  glistening,  moving,  \h:\\  thing.  The  audi- 
ence immediately  set  their  hearts  upon  it. 


The  Beaumonts  on  the  stage,  the  Four- 
niers  and  Jarrotts  on  the  road,  the  De  Dions 
and  Walthams  in  the  factory,  are  blazing  the 
way  for  the  type  of  vehicle  that  will  move 
l)ctwcen  the  bicycle,  on  one  hand,  and  llic 
more  ponderous  and  expensive  .•ntli>m()l)ile  on 
the  other. 
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WHAT  ARE  YOU  GOING 
TO  DO  ABOUT  IT? 

Are  you  going  to  sell  in  1900  the  Stand- 
ard Juvenile  wheel  of  America  and  the 
world,  or  a  second  or  third  grade  make? 

The  Elfin  Juvenile  is  a  perfect  child's  bi- 
cycle. It  is  finished  as  no  other  child's 
wheel  is.  It  is  a  high-grade  child's  wheel — 
the  highest  grade. 

It  possesses  the  distinction  of  having  sev- 
eral marked  peculiarities  of  construction 
that  are  shown  in  no  other  child's  bicycle 
— namely,  a  crank-hanger  that  is  reversible, 
a  simple  chain  adjustment,  and  a  frame 
construction  that  admits  of  quick  repair 
in  case  of  accident. 

Its  superiority  has  been  recognized  by 
the  National  Export  Exposition  in  Phila- 
delphia with  a  medal  and  award. 

If  you  don't  know  much  about  Elfin 
Juveniles,  make  it  your  business  to  learn. 
Write  for  our  beautifully  illustrated  cata- 
logue. 

We  shall  exhibit  at  the  Cycle  Show  with 
Messrs.  R.  H.  Wolff  &  Co.,  our  distributing 
agents  for  Greater  New  York. 

FRAZER  &  JONES  CO.,  Makers, 
Syracuse,  N.  Y. 


WE 


use 
in  the 


Elfin 


Bicycles 

BRASS-LINED, 
ANTI-RUST, 

Clincher 


TUBING. 


It  Helps  Sales. 

Riders  Know  It's 
Safe. 


Wilmot  &  Hobbs  Mfg.  Co., 


BRIDGEPORT,  CONN., 


Make  It  and  Push  It. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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The  Wyemd  Coaster  and  Brake. 

A  brake  and  coaster  that  will  undoubtedly 
prove  an  important  factor  in  the  trade  this 
year  is  the  Wyoma,  manufactured  by  the 
Reading  Automobile  &  Gear  Co.,  of  Read- 
ing, Pa.  The  Wyoma  is  light  in  weight  and 
neat  in  appearance.  Its  construction  is  sim- 
ple, and,  it  is  said,  cannot  get  out  of  order. 


The  application  of  the  braking  power  is  ap- 
plied gradually  or  immediately,  according  to 
the  desire  of  the  rider.  The  cone-shaped 
fibre  washer,  fitting  into  a  metal-cap  of  the 
same  shape,  gives  a  braking  surface  that  is 
in  every  way  superior  to  a  flat  disc.  Instead 
of  balls,  hardened  tool-steel  rollers  are  used 
in  the  clutch  and  in  the  roll-carriers.     A  car- 


rier or  cage  is  used  for  the  rollers,  which  in- 
sures them  always  being  in  their  proper  po- 
sitions upon  the  application  of  the  brake. 

Makes  Wood  Rims  for  Automobiles. 

Although  comparatively  few  of  them  have 
been  used  up  to  the  present  time,  the  Ameri- 
can Wood  Rim  Co.,  of  Bradford,  Pa.,  have 
good  leasou  to  believe  that  their  Kundtz 
laminated  wood  rim  for  horseless  carriage 
work  will  come  into  general  use.  The  i)e- 
culiar  construction  of  the  Kundtz  laminated 
rim  is  known  to  nearly  everyone  who  has 
taken  any  interest  in  the  make-up  of  bicycles, 
and  this  construction  has  been  carried  out  in 
producing  an  automobile  rim.  The  American 
Wood  Rim  Co.  claim  that  where  their  Kundtz 
rim  has  been  tried  for  this  use  it  has  been 
found  to  answer  all  requiremants,  and  at  the 
same  time  show  special  advantages.  The 
greatest  advantage  claimed  for  the  wood  rim 
for  horseless  carriage  use  is  that  which  was 
proven  true  when  wood  was  first  used  on  bi- 
cycles — the  elasticity  which  it  gives  the  tire 
and  consequently  the  whole  machine.  By 
reason  of  the  comparatively  light  weiglit  of 
wood  it  is  possible  to  have  a  very  thick  rim, 
tlius  allov.'ing  more  than  one-half  of  the  tire 
section  to  be  above  the  surface  of  the  rim, 
for,  as  is  well  known,  the  resiliency  of  a  tire 
depends  upon  the  surface  which  is  above  the 
rim.  The  natural  yielding  tendency  of  the 
wood  also  gives  a  cushion  to  the  entire  ma- 
chine which  cannot  be  found  in  a  steel  rim. 
From  the  fact  that  the  wood  rim  is  made 
with  curved  edges,  whereas  tlie  steel  rim 
usually  has  a  thin  edge,  there  is  less  danger 
of  chafing  the  tire,  giving  longer  life  to  this- 
expensive  part  of  the  vehicle. 


An  Ingenious  Bell.  ';    '^!^1 

One  of  the  commendable  and  practicable 
novelties  on  the  market  is  the  Victory  self- 
ringing  pedal  bell,  shown  in  the  illustration. 
It  can  be  attached  to  the  pedal  of  any  ma- 
chine without  any  trouble;  is  made  of  the 
best  material,  and  is  mechanically  correct  in 
strength  and  finish.  There  are  only  three 
metal  parts  and  one  indestructible  spring. 
There  are  no  strings,  knobs,  wires,  tin  parts, 
rollers,  bars,  wheels,  push-button,  clock-mech- 


anism, anything  to  wind.  It  rings  by  a  slight 
movement  of  the  foot.  There  is  no  danger  of 
it  catching  in  the  clothing;  is  out  of  the  way 
if  the  wheel  falls  and  is  not  liable  to  become 
deranged  with  rough  usage.  It  also  acts  as 
a  perfect  pedal  balance. 

The  Right  Kind  of  Judge. 

Chicago.  Jan.  13. — Bail  for  Fred  Gebhardt, 
the  self-confessed  bicycle  thief,  was  fixed  at 
$10,000  by  Justice  Kersten.  This  was  done 
after  eight  more  cases  had  been  heard  by  the 
court  against  Gebhardt  and  his  companions, 
Eikman   and   Schafer. 


I  SPINR0LLER  GEAR.  I 

g  ^ 

^  A  few  of  its  advantages.     The  principle  is  extremely  simple.  :^ 

fc:  On  account  of  the  rollers  being  in  point  contact,  the  gear  is  very  flexible.  :^ 

^  And  since  the  rollers  turn  one  upon  the  other,  a  large  wearing  surface  is  exposed,  and  this  fact  makes  ^ 

^  the  SpinroUer  durable.  ^ 

^  The  SpinroUer  is  perfectly  smooth  and  noiseless  under  foot.     (They  say  it  runs  like  oil.)  ^ 

^  The  grinding  and  pulsations  common  to  other  forms  of  gearing  are  con.-picuous  by  their  absence  in  the  ^ 

^  SpinroUer.  :^ 

^  The  studs  upon  which  the  rollers  revolve  are  supported  at  both  ends,  and  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  ^ 

^  bend  even  under  the  heaviest  load.  ^ 


These  makers  agree  that  we  have  solved  the  Chainless  problem,  and  will  equip  their  1900  models  with 
the  SpinroUer: 

Overman  Wheel  Co.,  Rochester  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  Frontenac  Mfg.  Co.,  Arnold,  Schwinn  A  Co., 
Light  Cycle  Co.,  Close  Cycle  Co.,  Mohawk  Cycle  Co.,  Breemer  Cycle  Co.,  Mayo  Damper  Co., 
Manitowoc  Cycle  Co.,  Milwaukee  Cycle  Co.,  Army  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.  Others  mro  in  line  whom 
we  will  announce  later. 


i      SPINROLLER   COMPANY,   Rochester,   N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A.       i 

^-  Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  ^3 
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1900. 
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HAT  YOU  GET  FOR  YO  UIC 
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moneyjsjls  important 

AS  THE  amount  YOU  P  . 

PAY.  =r=^  -  =T=  .  =2F  .  =5F 


I  National    Bicycles    are  ^'■'-•-... 

®  built  for  the  riders.    Our  fun- 

•o 

§  damental  idea  is  to  make  bicycles  which 


g    vice  without  constant  call  on  dealer  or  repairman. 


Price,  I50.00. 

ROAD. 

Weight,  2i>^  lbs. 


will  givz  long,  continuous,  satisfactory  ser- 


— ...    ^^fue 

I    They  are  time  savers.     Time  is  money.     Bicycles  which 
I    require  frequent  adjustments  or  repairs  are  time  losers,  both 
^    to  dealer  and  rider. 


National  Bicycles  are  a  Success  from  any  Point  of  View. 

I    Do  you  want  that  kind  at  $40,  $50,  $60  and  $65  list  pHces? 


A 

National 

"^--^ 

Rider 

'^ 

Never 

Changes 

-•••..., 

••-. 

His 

Mount. 

® 

£5  Kindly 

®  mention 

SS  The  Wheel. 


NATIONAL  CYCLE  MFG.  CO.,  Bay  City,  Mich. 
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READING  STANDARD 


CYCLE  SHOW  SPACES 

229=230 

Reading  Standard   Bicycles. 

LOOK  us  OVER. 

READING  STANDARD  MFQ.  CO.,  Reading,  Pa. 


Q.  A.  BOYER,  Mgr.  of  Sales. 


McDonald  Bros.,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  The  James  Bailey  Co.,  Portland,  Me., 

Distributing  Agents  for  the  Northwest.  Distributing  Agents  for  Maine. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Suit  for  $100,000. 

Philadelphia,  Jan.  11. — Charles  R..  Harris 
and  P.  B.  Shaw,  joint  owners  of  the  Cygnet 
bicycle  patent,  to-day  brought  suit  in  the 
Common  Pleas  Court  for  $100,000  damages 
against  the  Stoddard  Mfg.  Co.,  Dayton,  O., 
for  failure  to  comply  with  agreement  of  sale. ' 

Cannot  Bump  the  Ground. 

Here  is  a  toe-clip  that  cannot  be  bent  out 
of  shape,'  that  will  not  cramp  or  mark  the 
shoe,  that  can  be  easily  adjusted  to  a  long  or 
short    foot,    and    that,    having    a    soft    leather 


Specially  adapted  to 

Long  Cranks  and 

I,ow  Frames. 


Flexible  and  Adjustable 
Toe  Clip. 

tip,  will  not  bump  the  ground  while  the  rider 
is  coasting,  ."feet  up."  It  is  an  article  that 
will  surely  sell.  •  It  is  being  marketed  by  the 
G.  W.  Cole  Company,  141  Broadway,  New 
York. 

Inspired  by  Sunday's  Bright  Weather. 

Two  Sundays'  ago,  at  least  in  Gotham 
and  in  Gotham's  vicinity,  the  frost  gods  and 
the  other  deities  of  the  winter-time  were  not 
in  evidence.  Hence  it  was  a  day  of 
fairness  and  brightness,  a  mellow  day.  All 
the  papers  of  Monday  spoke  of  the  great 
number  of  cyclists  who  were  to  be  seen  on 


the  road,  and  the  favorite  terms  of  character- 
ization, so  far  as  numbers  go,  were  swarms, 
throngs  and  the  like.  The  daily  papers  of 
America,  with  few  exceptions,  are  followers, 
not  leaders.  Hence  it  was  that  they  began  to 
talk  about  cycling  five  years  after  cycling 
had  arrived;  hence  it  was  that  they  began  to 
neglect  cj'cling  the  year  after  it  had  suffered' 
a  temporary  declension,  and  therefore  it  is 
that  they  are  now  beginning  to  see  that  there . 
is  a  distinct  revival  in  favor  of  cycling,  and 
we  can  expect  in.  the  future  very  little  more 
Jeremiahism  on  the  cycling  subject. 

Rosser  Goes  Free. 

There  will  be  no  punishment  for  Willis 
Rosser,  the  medical  student,  who  shot  Fred- 
erick Slater,  of  Rahway,  N.  J.,  in  Madison 
Square  Garden  at  the  bicycle  race  on  Decem- 
ber 9.  Slater  has  failed  to  appear  in  court  at 
any  of  the  half-dozen  times  the  case  has  been 
called,  so  Magistrate  Pool,  in  Jefiferson  Mar- 
ket, discharged  Rosser.  The  shooting  was 
caused  by  a  dispute  over  a  bet. 

Greenleaf  Moving  Eastward. 

Lee  Greenleaf,  of  the  Perfection  Mud-Guard 
Co.,  Indianapolis,  is  making  a  trip  to  the 
East,  calling  on  the  large  retail  and  jobbing 
trade  with  samples  of  his  new  guard.  He  will 
be  in  New  York  during  Show  week  at  spaces 
52  and  53. 

L.  A.  W.  Election  Ordered. 

Boston,  Jan.  11. — Thomas  J.  Keenan,  presi- 
dent of  the  L.  A.  W.,  has  ordered  that  an 
election  be  held  in  the  Massachusetts  division. 
President  Keenan  has  thus  upheld  the  ruling 


of  the  former  chairman,  L.  G.  Blair,  of  the 
division  Rights  and  Privileges  Committee, 
who  held  that  the  i-ules  could  not  be  violated 
or  set  aside  on  the  plea  that  the  division 
could  not  afford  to  hold  an  election.  Former 
Mayor  Quincy,  who  was  regularly  nominated 
for  the  chief  consulship,  will  not  accept  the 
office,  arid  Chief  Consul  Sterling'  Elliott  said 
last  night  that  under  no  conditions  will  he 
be  a  candidate  for  reelection. 

The  Bidwell  Fire. 

A  fire,  which  did  not  do  much  damage,  oc- 
curred Saturday  in  the  building  in  Fifty-ninth 
street  formerly  occupied  by  the  Bidwell  Cycle 
Co.  ■ 


Halliday  Selling  Crank-Hangers. 

Lew"  Halliday,  of  the  Marion  Cycle  Works, 
is  doing  a  big  business  with  his  new  crank- 
hanger.  He  will  be  in  New  York  during  the 
Show. 

Automobile  Companies 

Not  having  facilities  for  the 
building  of  their  own  vehicles 
■will  find  it  to  their  advantage 
to  negotiate  with  the 

DIEBEL-EPPLER  MFG.  CO., 

MOUNT  HOLLY,   N.  J., 

who  have  unsurpassed  facili- 
ties for  that  class  of  work. 

Philadelphia  Office,  832  Arch  Street. 
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WILL    BE    DISPLAYED 


The  Bullis  Coaster  Brake 


AS    APPLIED    TO 


I  An  Up-To-Date  Wheel  '"^r  The  Bullis  Chainless  Gear. 

ALL    1900    FEATURES    COMBINED 

in   one   device.     Made   entirely   in   our   own   plant.     Don't  miss   it. 
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WRITE    FOR    CATALOGUE    TO 

I  BULLIS  BALL-GEAR  CO.,   Rochester,  n.  y, 


® 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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THE 


THE  CUPID  IN  THE  WORLD  OF  BARS 


^^       OUARANTEED     ^^ 


'stuf 


fiUARANTEED 
FOREVER 


ADJUSiTABLE 


fy 


y 


^^       GUARANTEED      ^^ 


ADJUSiTABLE 


THE  DESIRE 

to  own  a  Claus  Bar  is  felt  by 
everyone  who  sees  it. 

It  is  such  a  good  bar — so 
much  better  than  any  other 
— that  it  does  its  own  talking 
— its  own  appealing. 

People  want  the  Claus. 
They  want  it  for  several  very 
simple  reasons:    Because: 

It  is  the  only  bar  that  can 
be  adjusted  without  a  wrench 
— while  you  ride.  The  only 
bar  that  retains  its  width  at 
all  adjustments— in  which 
all  parts  interlock. 

It  is  guaranteed  forever 
because  it  will  last  forever. 

It  will  last  forever  because 
of  the  above  reasons  and  be- 
cause it  is  not  made  of  two 
halves  hanging  on  to  each 
other  by  a  few  small  weak 
teeth. 

TheClauslHandle-BarMfg.Go., 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  U.  S.  A. 


THE  CRAMER-KRASSELT.  CO. 


P^^S^ 


:>  W:    TOE 
ifts;    CLAU5 
;;     ADJUSTMENT 

j-H£  cLAos  AoJi/smmr 


jHomua  jTsm  perAC/teo 


THE  PEOPLE 

want  the  Claus  because  it  is 
the  best  adjustable  bar  and 
because  we  have  proved  this 
to  them. 

They  decide  on  the  Claus 
long  before  they  decide  on 
the  wheel  they're  going  to 
buy. 

One  thing  is  certain:  The 
people  know  that  a  wheel 
fitted  with  a  Claus  Bar  is  a 
good  wheel.  A  man  who 
makes  a  poor  wheel  will  use 
a  poor  bar. 

The  dealer  who  handles  a 
wheel  equipped  with  a  Claus 
Bar  will  make  a  good  impres- 
sion on  his  customers. 

He  will  gain  their  confi- 
dence and  their  patronage. 

The  manufacturer  and  job- 
ber ought  to  help  the  dealer. 
They  ought  to  equip  their 
wheels  with  the  Claus.  And 
if  they  don't  the  dealer 
ought  to  insist. 

The  Clays  Handle-Bar  Mfg. Co., 

Milwaulcee,  Wis.,  U.  S,  A. 


|;gj|j|2:^ 


C.  B.  BARKER  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  Eastern  Distributors,  93  Reade  St.,  New   York  City. 
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Tire  Making  in  England* 


AN   AMERICAN   VIEW. 


Rubber  companies  make  tires  wiiich  are  marketed 
by   the  tire  concerns. 

Dunlop  buys  plant  and  will  be  independent  of  the 
general  rubber   companies. 

May  cause  former  Dunlop  factories  to  enter  the 
tire    trade. 

Others  will  manufacture  tire  cover^  and  inner  tubes 
to  evade  patents. 

Cheap  American  tires  injurious  to  the  export  trade 
in  tires  and  bicycles. 

THE  following  article  on  the  tire  industry 
in  England  is  the  production  of  a  writer 
in  the  "India  Rubber  World": 

The  india-rubber  industry  of  Birmingham 
is  of  importance  largely  because  of  the  bicy- 
cle interests  centred  there  and  of  the  relation 
between  cycles  and  tires.  The  tire  manufac- 
ture in  England  is  not  carried  on  as  in  Amer- 
ica, where  such  rubber  concerns  as  those  at 
Akron  and  Hartford  not  only  make  tires 
complete,  but  take  much  of  the  risk  of  mar- 
keting them.  Here  the  rubber  manufacturers 
make  the  tires  under  contract  for  the  tire 
companies,  or,  oftener,  make  only  the  parts,  the 
assembling  being  done  at  the  establishments 
of  the  tire  companies.  The  plan  is  precisely 
that  carried  out  by  the  American  Dunlop 
Tire  Co.,  at  whose  factory,  in  New  Jersey,  as 
is  well  known,  no  rubber  work  is  done,  but 
only  the  inner  tubes,  covers  and  wires,  man- 
ufactured to  their  order,  are  put  together  to 

form  the  tires. 

t 
Dunlop  Now  Making  Tires. 

Within  a  year  or  two,  however,  the  Dun- 
lop interests  in  England  have  acquired  a  rub- 
ber factory  in  Birmingham — the  Manor  Rub- 
ber Alills,  at  Aston  Cross,  conducted  former- 
ly by  Messrs.  Byrne  Bros. — with  a  view  to 
adding  to  their  profit  account  whatever  the 
various  rubber  manufacturers  have  been  able 
to  make  in  the  past  on  filling  their  orders. 
A  separate  company  has  been  organized  to 
operate  these  works,  called  the  Rubber  Tire 
Mfg.  Co.,  Limited,  on  the  board  of  which 
are  some  of  the  Dunlop  directors,  and  Mr. 
Edward  J.  Byrne,  the  eldest  of  the  brothers 
and  a  capable  rubber  manufacturer,  has  taken 
the  post  of  managing  director.  I  do  not  un- 
derstand, however,  that  under  the  new  ar- 
rangement all  the  Dunlop  tires  are  yet  man- 
ufactured at  the  Birmingham  plant. 

I  asked  in  more  than  one  place  whether 
the  withdrawal  of  the  Dunlop  work  from  the 
various  rubberfactories  might  not  lead  the  lat- 
ter to  bring  out  tires  on  their  own  account, 
especially  since  the  Dunlop  plant  at  Birming- 
ham is  now  in  the  market  to  supply  water- 
proof goods  and  the  various  lines  of  mechan- 
ical rubber  as  well.  From  the  answers  ob- 
tained, there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  rub- 
ber men  might,  under  other  circumstances, 
be  disposed  to  go  into  the  tire  business  in  a 
larger  way.  But  the  manufacture  of  tires  in 
England,  as  in  America,  has  not  always 
proved  satisfactory  to  the  rubber  men — ex- 
cept where  the  work  has  been  done  under 
contract  for  the  tire  companies.  Here  the 
only  risk  run  by  the  rubber  man  is  that  of 
the  failure  of  the  tire  concerns  for  whom  he 
works. 

The  field  for  the  tire  manufacture  in  Eng- 
land is  narrowed  by  the   two   facts   (1)    that 


the    double    tube,    or    detachable    tire,    is    the 
type  in  almost  universal  demand,  and  (2)  that 

One  Company  Controls  Trade. 

the  Dunlop  patents,  as  construed  by  the 
courts,  are  so  broad  that  practically  it  is  im- 
possible to  make  a  tire  other  than  of  the 
single  tube  variety  without  having  to  pay 
tribute  to  the  Dunlop  Company.  So  long  as 
the  Dunlop  work  was  distributed  among  the 
leading  rubber  firms  of  the  country,  the  in- 
terests of  the  latter  were  to  a  degree  identi- 
cal with  those  of  the  tire  people.  But  now 
that  these  interests  have  diverged,  the  rub- 
ber men  could  hardly  hope  to  do  much  in  the 
tire  line  without  first  having  the  Dunlop  pat- 
ents declared  invalid,  as  was  done  in  France 
at  the  combined  suit  of  Michelin  and  other 
leading  French  rubber  concerns.  The  French 
suit  was  pending  about  three  years,  and  af- 
ter all  the  French  manufacturers  failed  to  se- 
cure full  control  of  the  home  tire  market. 
The  Dunlop  patents  in  England  now  have 
but  four  or  five  y^ars  more  to  run,  and  little 
would  be  gained  by  an  expensive  litigation, 
uncertain  in  its  results,  which  probably  would 
last  until  the  Dunlop  tires  became  public 
property  by  the  expiration  of  the  patents. 

It  is  true  that  there  are  in  the  English 
market  other  than  Dunlop  tires,  but  the 
greater  number  of  these  are  manufactured 
under  license  from  the  Dunlop  Company.  There 
has  been  first  a  suit  for  alleged  infringement 
of  the  Dunlop  patents,  followed  by  a  verdict 
for  the  plaintiff  or  by  a  compromise,  the  de- 
fendant agreeing  (1)  to  pay  a  royalty  to  the 
Dunlops,  and  (2)  to  modify  the  form  of  his 
tires,  in  some  respect  apparent  to  the  public, 
to  enable  them  to  be  distinguished  from  the 
Dunlop  standard.  Many  tire  companies  are 
proceeding  under  such  arrangements,  and 
their  total  sales  must  be  important.  While 
every  tire  thus  sold  yields  something  to  the 
Dunlop  income  account,  the  licensed  tires 
are  not  produced  at  the  Dunlop  factory. 
There  is  thus  left  to  the  rubber  trade  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  tire  work  to  do.  Many 
rubber  concerns  make  inner  tubes,  and  also 
tire  covers,  for  whoever  .may  order  them, 
without  being  concerned  about  the  manner 
in  which  they  may  be  combined  in  the  end. 

Companies  Making  Inner  Tubes. 

There  can  be  no  infringement  of  any  pat- 
ent in  making  and  selling  inner  tubes  and 
covers  separately;  any  risk  in  this  direction 
is  taken  by  the  rubber  manufacturer's  cus- 
tomer. Many  of  these  tire  companies  have 
their  headquarters  at  Birmingham,  and  most 
of  them  figure  in  the  public  mind  as  manu- 
facturers of  their  own  tires,  for  which  rea- 
son this  city  has  a  reputation,  perhaps  be- 
yond its  merits,  as  a  rubber  manufacturing 
centre. 

It  may  be  noted  here  that  the  North  Brit- 
ish Rubber  Co.,  of  Edinburgh,  the  original 
owners  of  the  "Clincher"  detachable  tire  pat- 
ents, sold  them  to  the  Dunlop  Company  at  a 
handsome  figure,  since  which  time  they  have 
continued    the    manufacture    of    the    tires    of 


this  type,  but-  under  a  Dunlop  license.  The 
Palmer  tire  also  still  finds  a  market  in  Eng- 
land and  the  colonies,  but  more  extensively 
in  its  double  tube  form  than  the  original  sin- 
gle tube.  The  patents  for  England  are  owned 
by  the  India  Rubber,  Gutta  Percha  and  Tele- 
graph Works  Co.,  at  Silvertown,  where  these 
tires  are  made.  There  is  now  pending  some 
litigation  between  the  Palmer  and  Dunlop 
interests,  over  the  alleged  infringement  of 
the  Palmer  patents  in  relation  to  tire  fabrics. 
From  Birmingham  I  went  to  the  Stanley 
and  National  cycle  shows,  held  during  the 
same  week,  in  London.  There  were  on  ex- 
hibition a  great  many  different  tires — not- all 
identified  with  Dunlop  interests  by  any  means 
— each  displayed  in  an  imposing  manner,  and 
all  advertised  with  an  equal  flourish.  It  was 
hardly  possible,  from  such  an  exhibition,  to 
determine  what  tires  were  finding  a  market. 
But  there  were  outside  indications  that  many 
of  them  will  never  figure  in  the  cycle  trade, 
and  the  wonder  is  that  money  can  be  obtained 
for  exploiting  such  unpromising  ventures, 
not  only  at  the  shows,  but  in  the  open 
market. 

Whenever  I  have  spoken  of  single  tube  tires 
in  England,  I  have  been  reminded  that  such 
tires  have  been  imported  from  the  United 
States,  and  lamentably  found  wanting.  The 
impression  has  been  forced  upon  me  that 
somebody  in  America  has  given  a  serious 
blow  to  the  reputation  of  American  rubber 
goods  abroad  by  sending  across  the  Atlantic 
a  lot  of  absolutely  worthless  tires.  But  with 
Dunlop  tires  selling  at  $15  or  more,  there 
,\'ere  people  who  would  be  tempted  to  buy 
the  single  tubes  at  $2,  merely  by  the  question 
of  price.  Of  course  the  cheap  American  tires 
wxre  recommended  highly  by  the  seller,  and 
it  was  not  unnatural,  when  the  inevitable  col- 
lapse came,  that  the  disgusted  buyer  should 
regard  these  tires  as  typical  of  American  pro- 
duction. This  experience  is  bound  to  hinder 
the  sale  in  all  Europe  of  American  rubber 
tires  of  any  grade  and  of  other  rubber  goods 
as  well.  I  saw  hanging  in  a  rubber  store 
several  pairs  of  American  single  tube  tires, 
sent  over  as  samples,  with  a  view  to  effect- 
ing sales,  which,  although  they  had  never 
been  fitted  to  wheels,  were  falling  to  pieces. 
I  have  seen  other  rubber  goods  here  that 
were  no  better,  while  at  every  turn  at  the 
cycle  shows  I  heard  references  to  the  char- 
acter of  certain  cheap  American  bicycles  with 
which  Europe  was  flooded  not  so  long  ago. 
The  result  has  been  that  no  buyer  of  one  of 
these  cheap  machines  will  ever  want  another 
of  American  make,  and  the  whole  bad  busi- 
ness will  long  be  quoted  by  makers  of  cycles 
on  this  side,  to  the  discredit  even  of  the  best 
wheels  that  can  be  made  in  America. 


Bicycle  Man  Captures  a  Murderer. 

Sam.  J.  Joy,  of  Joy  Bros.  Cycle  Co., 
St.  Paul,  Minn.,  who  is  traveling  in  Wiscon- 
sin for  United  States  bicycles,  captured  a 
cold-blooded  murderer  within  two  minutes 
after  the  deed  was  done,  at  Stevens  Point, 
Wis.,  last  Monday.  Mr.  Joy  was  engaged  in 
conversation  with  a  local  bicycle  dealer  when 
the  shooting  occurred  within  a  few  feet  of 
them.  The  victim  was  instantly  killed,  and 
Mr.  Joy  quickly  disarmed  and  held  the  shooter 
prisoner  until  the  police  arrived.  Later  he 
turned  the  38-calibre  Smith  &  Wesson  over 
to  the  sheriff,  and  appeared  as  prosecuting 
witness  at  the  examination. 
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I  CRESCENT  MODELS 
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For    1900. 

Crescent  No.  3 J,     -     for  Men, 
Price,  $35.00 

Crescent  No.  4 J,    -    Chainless, 
for  Men, 

Price,  $60.00 
Crescent  No.  51,     -     for  Men, 

Price,  $25.00 
Crescent   No.   32,    for   Women, 

Price,  $35.00 

Crescent  No.  42,     -    Chainless, 

for  Women, 

Price,  $60.00 
Crescent  No.   52,    for  Women, 

Price,  $26.00 
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1900  JUVENILE  LINE. 

Crescent  No.  3,   -    -   for  Boys,     t 
Price,  $25.00  ^ 

Crescent  No.  6,   -    -    for  Girls, 
I  Price,  $25.00 

t^-H-hH-^H-^  4  ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦  M  M  ♦♦  ♦j 

STERLING  MODELS 

For    1900. 


Sterling  No.  19,  Light  Roadster, 

for  Men, 

Price,  $50.00 

Sterling  No.  52,      -     Roadster, 
X  for  Men, 

I  Price,  $40.00 

♦  Sterling  Chainless,    -    for  Men, 
I  Price,  $75.00 

t     Sterling  No.  32,     -     Roadster, 
i  for  Women, 

I  Price,  $40.00 

♦  Sterling  Chainless,  for  Women, 
X  Price,  $75.00 


TANDEMS. 


t     Sterling  No.  14,  for  two  Men, 

I  Price,  $75.00 

♦ 

♦     Sterling   No.    16,    Combination, 
I  '  Price,  $75.00 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦^ 


BICYCLE  AGENTS 


handling  igoo  Crescents  and  Sterlings 
will  be  able  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  every  purchaser  in  their  territory. 
The  various  models  suit  all  classes, 
and  are  unsurpassed  by  any  bicycles 
of  equal  prices.  The  finish  and  equip- 
ment are  unsurpassed.  Our  exhibit 
at  the  Cycle  Show  will  be  the  most 
extensive  and  complete  ever  shown. 
We  are  confident  that  with  these 
two  lines  we  place  our  agents  in 
a  position  to  control  the  trade  in 
their  locality.  If  agents  will  con- 
centrate their  efforts  on  these  two 
lines  they  will  accomplish  the  best 
results.  Crescents  and  Sterlings  for 
igoo  mean  a  successful  year  for 
every  dealer  handling  them. 

American   Bicycle  Coivipany, 

Western  Wheel  Sales  Dept., 

501    WELLS    ST.,    CHICAGO,    ILL. 

Eastern   Branch, 
36    WARREN    ST., 


♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 

♦ 

t 

t 
t 


X 
X 

X 


I 

♦ 

X 

X 
X 


X 

♦ 


I 

X 

♦ 
♦ 
♦ 

I 

X 

X 


X 

♦ 
♦ 

♦ 


♦ 
♦ 

: 

♦ 

♦ 

I 

♦ 

t 

I 


NEW    YORK.      I 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Progress  of  Motor  Vehicles. 


BY   W.    N.   FITZ-GERALD. 
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Carriage  builders  unnecessarily  alarmed  in  the  ad- 
vent  of  the   motor. 

Evidences  that  stock-jobbing  is  playing  an  import- 
ant part  in  the  industry. 

Mechanical  engineers  do  not  know  the  principles 
required  ior   building   carriage-beds. 

Barriers  to  progress  are  cost  of  building  and  main- 
taining and  skill   to  operate. 

Folly  to  compare  the  automobile  to  the  bicycle  in- 
dustry, as  entirely  dissimilar  conditions  obtain. 

AT  the  annual  convention  of  the  Carriage 
Builders'  National  Association  the  fol- 
lowing paper  was  read  by  W.  N.  Fitz-Gerald, 
of  New  York: 

"For  several  years  past  the  carriage  indus- 
try has  been  agitated  over  the  advent  of  the 
motor  vehicle  to  an  extent  that  seems  almost 
impossible  of  explanation,  as  its  success 
means  nothing  more  than  the  substitution  of 
mechanical  for  horse  power.  In,  either  event 
the  carriage  remains,  and  the  carriage  build- 
er's vocation  continues  as  in  the  past,  while 
the  efifect  upon  buyers,  if  the  new  vehicle  be- 
comes a  success,  means  increased  interest  in 
carriage  riding  and  out-of-door  exercise. 

"If  science  and  skill  succeed  in  producing 
a  vehicle  for  pleasure  or  business  that  can 
take  the  place  of  the  horse-drawn  vehicles  of 
to-day- — one  that  will  cost  less  to  make  and 
to  keep;  one  that  can  be  rendered  equally 
available,  and  has  as  great  or  greater  ele- 
ments of  safety — then  the  automobile  will  be- 
come an  important  factor  as  an  additional 
contribution  to  the  needs  of  advanced  civil- 
ization. 

"I  speak  of  the  element  of  cost,  as  it  is, 
after  all,  the  main  factor,  and  until  that  is 
brought  to  a  point  where  users  of  vehicles 
can  see  at  a  glance  that  mechanical  power  is 
the  cheapest,  there  will  be  no  material  prog- 
ress. Theorizing,  measuring  conditions  cre- 
ated to  meet  the  case  by  mathematical  calcu- 
lations, prove  nothing. 

Kinds  of  Power. 

"At  the  present  time  we  have  hydro-carbon, 
electricity,  air — compressed  and  liquefied — 
and  steam  as  the  power-producing  agents. 
Engineers  in  the  respective  fields  are  compet- 
ing for  supremacy,  and  the  published  reports 
of  success  would  lead  us  to  suppose  that  there 
was  nothing  more  to  be  done  than  to  hitch 
the  motor  to  the  vehicle,  instead  of  the  horse, 
and  travel  hither  and  yon  a:lmost  without 
cost.  But  when  we  inquire  about  and  want 
to  purchase  these  machines,  we  are  met  by 
one  of  the  two  statements,  'We  are  so  over- 
run with  orders  that  we  cannot  accept  an- 
other for  a  year,'  or,  'Yes,  it  is  perfect,  but 
there  are  some  minor  details  that  we  want  to 
add  before  we  put  it  on  the  market.'  Then 
comes,  'You  had  better  buy  some  of  our 
stock;  j'ou  can  get  it  now  for  $5  a  share;  in  a 
year  it  will  be  up  to  par,  $100.' 

"Now,  what  the  carriage  builder  wants  is 
not  the  'to  be'  successful  motor,  but  the  one 
that  is  successful  now,  and  one  which  the 
motor  builder  will  guarantee.  The  carriage 
builder  does  not  care  to  give  his  time  or 
money  to  experiments  as  to  power,  when  he 
has   a   satisfactory    demand    for   vehicles    for 


horses;  neither  can  a  manufacturer  disorgan- 
ize a  well-arranged,  systematic  plant  by  mak- 
ing the  necessary  changes  for  building  auto- 
mobiles. 

"Inventors  of  motor  powers  have  been  try- 
ing for  years  past  to  create  the  impression 
that  the  manufacturers  of  horse  vehicles  are 
prejudiced  against  power  motors,  a  charge 
that  is  without  foundation.  If  the  vehicle 
builder  was  a  horse  raiser,  there  might  be 
some  grounds  for  such  a  charge,  but  he  is 
not;  neither  is  he  a  motor  builder,  and  he 
asks  nothing  more  of  the  man  who  makes  the 
motor  than  he  does  of  the  horse  raiser,  viz.: 
to  supply  a  reliable  power  and  guarantee  the 
same.  This  the  engineer  is  unwilling  to  do, 
and  as  a  result  the  carriage  builder  must 
either  assume  responsibilities  for  what  he 
knows  nothing  of,  or  object  to  the  furnishing 
of  the  vehicle.  The  truth  is,  there  is  no 
motor  in  the  market  that  the  motor  builder 
will  guarantee,  and  yet  he  expects  the  car- 
riage builder  to  assume  all  liability,  a  de^iand 
that  is  no  more  reasonable  than  to  hold  the 
carriage  seller  or  producer  responsible  for  the 
soundness  of  the  horse. 

Progress  in  Six  Years. 

"No  material  progress  has  been  made  in 
the  development  of  motor  power  during  the 
past  six  years  or  more,  other  than  minor  im- 
provements such  as  time  and  use  suggested, 
but  great  changes  have  occurred  in  the  forms 
of  bodies,  and  some  of  the  latest  products  are 
artistic  and  attractive.  The  latter  results  are 
due  to  the  carriage  artists,  and  the  future  car- 
riage must  be  the  work  of  the  trained  carriage 
builder,  not  only  the  body,  but  the  gears  as 
well. 

.  "The  mechanical  engineer  persists  in  plac- 
ing the  body  upon  a  truck  constructed  on  the 
lines  of  the  surface  railway  truck,  and  the 
result  is  that  the  automobile  is  a  veritable 
acrobat;  one  that  does  its  high  and  lofty  tum- 
bling under  the  slightest  provocation.  It  will 
be  the  carriage  builder's  province  to  put  up 
gears  on  the  principle  of  the  king-bo'lt  piv- 
oted axle  and  the  fifth  wheel,  a  principle  that 
adjusts  the  gear  to  the  inequalities  of  the  road 
and  reduces  friction  when  turning.  The  rigid 
gear  of  the  present,  even  with  such  improve- 
ments as  have  been  made  to  better  adapt  it  to 
the  uneven  road  surface,  exhausts  much  fo'-ce 
in  turning,  as  it  is  simply  dragged  around  in- 
stead of  revolving  on  a  movable  pivoted  cen- 
tre. The  engineer  is  not  willing  to  set  aside 
his  railway  truck.  It  has  proved  valuable  on 
the  rail  track,  and  he  blinds  his  eyes  against 
any  change  that  a  carriage  builder  suggests. 
In  fact,  the  engineer  looks  upon  the  carriage 
builder  as  a  man  who  has  taken  up  the  manu- 
facture of  wheeled  vehicles  as  a  spec- 
ulative venture,  and  the  industry  as 
one  that  requires  neither  skill  nor  knowledge, 
and  yet  in  all  the  lines  of  mechanical  products 
that  minister  to  the  convenience  and  pleas- 
ure of  man,  there  is  none  that  has  called  fo^th 
more  study,  or  in  which  greater  combined 
mechanical  skill  and  artistic  genius  are  re- 
quired. 


"The  great  barriers  to-day  are  cost  of 
building  and  maintaining,  and  skill  necessary 
to  operate.  The  nonsensical  blatherdart  that 
a  child  of  ten  years  can  be  safely  trusted  with 
the  automobile  is  unworthy  of  notice. 

"It  is  doubtful  if  in  all  the  range  of  mod- 
ern invention  there  was  ever  one  other  that 
was  so  insanely  treated  as  the  automobile. 
The  first  attack  developed  early  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  present  century.  It  ran  its 
course,  and  died  out  in  about  twenty-five 
years.  Then  came  a  rest  of  about  another 
twenty-five  years,  then  the  present  attack, 
which  is  far  more  severe  than  the  first. 
Whether  this  last  will  survive  a  quarter  of  a 
century  is  a  problem.  If  it  does  it  will  be 
because  of  its  real  merit  and  despite  the 
ridiculous  harpings  of  its  enthusiastic  friends 
and  the  shrewd  promoter.  It  has  been  writ- 
ten i^bout  until  one  wonders  if  more  can  be 
said. 

"The  introduction,  however,  will  be  slaw,  . 
notwithstanding  the  millions  of  money  which 
are  credited  to  the  industry.  It  is  folly  to 
compare  the  automobile  industry  with  the 
bicycle,  and  he  who  hopes  to  see  a  boom  with 
it  as  with  that,  will  be  disappointed.  Tlie  bi- 
cycle appealed  to  an  entirely  different  client- 
age. The  price  at  the  highest  was  light,  and 
the  keeping  or  running  nothing,  except  in 
repairs.  The  low  price  which  it  finally 
reached  made  it  possible  for  all  to  own  it, 
and  this  fact  ^ook  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the  . 
well-to-do  as  a  pleasure  vehicle,  and  left  it  in  ' 
the  main  to  those  who  never  could  own  a 
horse  and  carriage,  but  it  cultivated  a  greater 
love  for  riding,  and  in  that  way  directly  ben- 
efited the  carriage  trade,  after  the  novelty 
wore  off. 

"The  automobile  can  never  be  made  a  cheap 
vehicle,  but  it  will,  without  doubt,  have  the 
same  effect  upon  riders  as  the  bicycle.  More 
will  ride,  and  each  year  will  see  the  industry 
improve  without  the  slighfest  diminution  in 
the  number  of  horse-propelled  vehicles. 

"The  world  moves  just  as  literally  in  the 
mechanical  as  does  the  earth  on  its  axis,  and 
to  stand  in  the  way  means  defeat  to  the  ob- 
structionists. We  may  love  the  'days  of  our 
daddies,'  but  we  are  not  living  in  their  days. 
We  have  advanced  just  because  our  fathers 
taught  us  to  do  so,  and  we  must  press  for- 
ward. We  can't  stand  still;  it  is  go  ahead 
or  fall  back.  The  automobile  is  only  one  of ' 
the  advanced  steps.  Its  influence  will  be  for 
good,  and  they  who  follow  us  will  reap  what 
we  have  sown.  Man  was  never  a  more  think- 
ing, moving,  aggressive  power  than  now.  He 
will  test  the  vehicle  quickly  and  thoroughly, 
and  it  will  assume  whatever  place  its  merits 
may  warrant. 


Believes  in  Year-round  Advertising. 

Mr.  Spraker,  president  of  the  Kokomo 
Rubber  Co.,  informs  The  Wheel  that  he 
was  more  than  pleased  with  this  season's 
business.  He  will  have  personal  charge  of 
the  handsome  exhibit  of  the  Kokomo  Rubber 
Co.  at  the  New  York  show. 

Mr.  Spraker  is  one  of  the  many  who  believe 
that  persistent  "all  around  the  year"  trade- 
paper  advertising  has  materially  increased  his 
business  and  helped  to  build  up  the  splendid 
reputation  his  tires  have  attained. 


Many  a  hater  of  bicycles  has  lived  to  learn 
to  be  thankful  for  the  fact  that  a  wrathful 
answer  doesn't  always  turn  away  soft  people. 


1900. 


71 


Beauty  an'^o  Strength 


ffreDrlck  Manufacturing  Go., 

150  IRassau  Street, 

mew  l^orft  Citg,  "CI.  S.  ». 
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EIROPEAN   TRADE  NEWS. 


New   Swedish  Trade-Mark   Law  —  Losses  and  Divi- 
dends—Transfers and  Changes— Some 
Motor  Items. 

A  new  trade-mark  law  will  come  in  force  on 
Jan.  1,  1900,  in  Sweden.  The  rights  and 
duties  are  exactly  the  same  as  for  Germany, 
from  whose  laws  Sweden  has  taken  a  leaf. 
Protection  is  given  for  five  years,  counted 
from  the  date  of  application,  and  the  first  ap- 
plication for  a  registration  is  accepted,  not- 
withstanding that  the  design  has  been  used 
before,  either  unregistered  or  in  other  coun- 
tries. 

Schaller  &  Co.,  the  large  Berlin  motor  deal- 
ers, have  been  made  a  limited  concern,  under 
the  title  of  "Grasse  Berliner  Motorwagen 
Gesellschaft,  Limited." 

The  Austrian  Government  recently  declared 
that  all  bicycles  belonging  to  a  traveler  on  its 
railways  as  an  article  for  personal  use  will  be 
transported  free  of  charge.  Only  one  excep- 
tion is  made.  No  acetylene  lamp  is  allowed 
to  be  left  with  the  machine;  the  passenger 
must  take  the  lamp  under  his  personal  care. 

The  works  of  Seler  &  Moeller  in  Lobtau, 
Dresden,  have  been  closed.  The  big  cycle 
firm  in  Berlin — Runge  &  van  Stemann — has 
been  dissolved,  owing  to  the  small  profit  made 
during  the  last  season.  Karl  Marschuetz  & 
Co.,  in  Nuremberg,  have  resolved  to  pay  a 
dividend  of  12  per  cent,  against  16  per  cent 
last  year.  Hermann  Wittkopp  has  dissolved 
his  partnership  with  the  firm  of  Carl  Witt- 
kopp, in  Velbert,  and  the  firm  will  go  on 
under  the  old  name.  Following  the  lead 
given  by  so  many  competitors  of  high  stand- 


ing, the  Lipsia  cycle  industry,  B.  Sirrgiebel, 
will  propose  to  its  shareholders  to  write  off  a 
large  part  of  the  capital  of  the  firm. 

The  cycle  works  of  Seidel  &  Naumann, 
Ltd.,  in  Dresden,  have  taken  up  the  manu- 
facturing of  musical  instruments.  Many  Ger- 
man cycle  makers  have  to  look  out  for  side 
lines,  if  they  intend  to  keep  their  establish- 
ments fully  at  work.  Winkelhofer  &  Jaemike, 
of  Schoenau-Chemnitz,  are  making  tools  for 
cycle  works  and  similar  engineering  under- 
takings. The  necessity  for  this  move  is  quite 
evident,  from  this  year's  balance-sheet,  which 
shows  a  reduced  profit  of  60  per  cent. 

The  Coventry  Triumph  Co.,  at  Nuremberg, 
have  issued  their  balance-sheet,  which  shows 
that  this  year's  business  was  a  perfect  failure. 
The  sales  were  reduced  by  $75,000  against 
last  year's  and  instead  of  a  profit  and  a  divi- 
dend of  10  per  cent,  there  is  this  year  a  loss 
of  $35,000.  The  works  of  the  Nesseldarfer 
Wagenhaufabrik,  near  Vienna,  where  motor 
cars  were  experimentally  constructed,  have 
been  burned  down.  Amsterdam  will  have  a 
cycle  and  motor  car  exhibition,  which  will 
take  place  next  March,  and  for  which  all  the 
necessary  preparations  have  already  been 
made. 

'  The  following  firms  have  been  declared 
bankrupt:  H.  Stuempges,  of  Rheydt;  the  All- 
gemeine  Fahrrad  Erwerbs  Gesellschaft,  of 
Cologne,  and  the  Schoenchecker  Fahrrad  & 
Maschinenfabrik,  of  Schoencherg.  In  view  of 
this,  it  is  surely  a  surprise  to  find  a  cycle  fac- 
tory paying  25  per  cent  dividend  for  1899,  be- 
sides giving  $3,750  to  an  employers'  pension 
fund,  putting  $18,750  to  the  reserve,  and  car- 
rying $7,000  forward  for  the  next  year.  The 
profit  made  bythe  firm, the  Bielefelder  Masch- 


inenfabrik,  Duerrkopps   &   Co.,  of   Bielefeld, 
is  $250,000. 


To  True  Your  Wheel. 

Here  is  an  illustration  of  a  coaster.  Ordi- 
narily the  pin  is  carried  in  the  pocket,  or  in 
the  nail-box  at  home,  or  is  lost.     But  sup- 


Combination 
Truer  and  Coaster. 

pose  it  is  lost.  A  bit  of  wood  will  take  its 
place.  To  true  your  wheel,  fix  the  coaster 
to  the  fork  at  such  an  angle  that  the  pin 
will  touch  the  rim. 


Cleveland  Company  Feeds  Employes. 

The  Cleveland  Twist  Drill  Co.,  famous 
throughout  the  country  for  the  production 
of  drills  and  all  varieties  of  small  tools,  have 
lately  completed  the  erection  of  a  large  ad- 
dition to  their  plant,  and  as  an  experiment 
they  have  adopted  a  system  of  furnishing 
their  employes  with  noon-day  lunches.  They 
have  equipped  a  first-class  restaurant,  at 
which  their  men  may  purchase  hot  coffee  and 
tea,  as  well  as  a  variety  of  food  as  good,  as 
is  offered  at  the  average  down-town  restau- 
rant. It  is  not  the  purpose  of  the  company 
to  make  this  restaurant  pay;  simply  to  be 
self-sustaining.  The  charge  for  food  sold  will 
barely  cover  the  cost,'  so  that  it  will  be  pos- 
sible for  each  man  to  secure  a  good  meal  for 
ten  cents  or  even  less. 


f,^:"-- 


With  the  advent  of  FREE 
WHEELS  or  COASTER 
BRAKES,    the 

Record  No.  96 

is  an  absolute  boon.  In  en- 
joying the  exhilarating  coast, 
use  the  rubber  mats  and 

RMST  YOUR  Fnnx 

as    well    as   save   your    strength. 

Mr.    Dealer,    insist    on    our   new   creation    when    you    specify. 
It    will    help    you    in   your    business. 


..««•»•»•. ^ 


No.   9B. 


HIBBARD,  SPENCER,  BARTLETT  &  CO., 
Chicaso,  llh, 

Chlcaifo    Distributing:    Agents. 


RECORD  PEDAL  MFG.  CO., 


221  Columbus  Aye.,  Bostoo,  Mass. 
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Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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THE    STANDARD    BAR    OF    THE    WORLD. 

KELLY    ADJUSTABLE. 
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Fits  Any  Bicycle. 


Any  Rider. 


space  216,  Cycle  Show. 


I  Over   500,000    Riders   Say      Tis    No    Experiment." 

I  THE  KELLY  HANDLE-BAR  CO.,  Cleveland,  C,  U.  S.  A. 

*»t  Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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TO  THE  TRADE: 

WE    CLAIM    TO    MANUFACTURE    AND    SELL   THE    BEST    BICYCLE    ON 
EARTH  FOR  THE  MONEY  AND  GUARANTEE  ABSOLUTE  SATISFACTION. 

Our  1900  Line  of  13  Models, 

ClK  |)ud$on,  Cenawec  and  Hoxall, 


ARE  ORIGINAL  IN  DESIGN  AND 
FINISH,  AND  CAN  BE  SEEN  AT 


THE  BARTHOLDI  HOTEL, 

NEW  YORK  CITY.  JANUARY  20  to  27. 

You  should  see  our  new  original  COMBINATION    CONSTRUCTION. 
OIR  SPECIAL  REPRESENTATIVE,  MR.  CHAS.  F.  LOTT,  WILL  BE  IN  CHARGE. 

THE  BEAN-CHAMBERLIN  MFG.  CO.,  Hadson.  Mich. 

ESTABLISHED    1869.  General  Agencies  and  Distributing    Depots:  CAPACITY,    20,000. 

THE  BEAN  SONS'  CO.,  Sacramento  and  San  Jose,  California.  J.  G.  LAWRENCE,  Saco,  Maine;  Rochester,  N.Y.;  Battle  Creek,  Mich. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Exports  and  Trade-Marks* 


NECESSITY  OF  REGISTERING. 


"•■•■■•*»»"»"»M»ll^l.>w 


A  TIMELY  article  on  our  exports  and  the 
trade-mark  is  found  in  a  recent  issue 
^  of  the  "Scientific  American."  Though  writ- 
ten in  a  general  way,  it  applies  to  the  bicycle 
trade  as  much  as  to  any  other,  and  contains 
suggestions  that  should  be  valuable  to  bicycle 
manufacturers.     It  says: 

The  most  significant  and  prophetic  fact  in 
the  history  of  commerce  at  the  close  of  the 
nineteenth  century  is  the  phenomenal  increase 
of  the  export  trade  of  the  United  States. 
Measured  by  the  rate  of  growth  of  the  ex- 
ports of  other  countries,  it  has  no  parallel. 
Time  was  (and  that  but  a  few  years  ago) 
when  we  depended  almost  entirely  upon 
European  factories  for  certain  lines  of  mer- 
chandise which  to-day  we  not  only  make  for 
ourselves,  but  sell  abroad  in  large  and  ever  in- 
creasing quantities.  It  is  unnecessary  to  repeat 
the  statistics  of  our  success;  its  reality,  and  its 
recognition  by  the  nations  of  the  old  world, 
are  proved  by  the  use  of  the  term  "American 
invasion,"  which  originated  in  Europe  and 
has  been  voluntarily  accepted  as  best  express- 
ing, from  a  foreign  point  of  view,  the  gravity 
of  the  commercial  situation. 

Although  the  success  of  this  "invasion"  is 
due  primarily  to  the  low  =cost  of  our  manu- 
factures, and  this,  in  turn,  to  improved  ma- 
chinery and  methods,  our  goods  are  forcing 
their  way  into  European  markets  largely  on 
account  of  certain  national  characteristics  in 
the  way  of  convenience,  handiness,  lightness, 
neat  appearance  and  all-round  simplicity. 
These  characteristics  are  summed  up  in  the 
European  mind  under  the  term  "American;" 
and  the  purchaser  over  there  has  come  to 
recognize  the  fact  that  whether  the  subject  of 
his  purchase  be  a  carpet-sweeper  or  a  ma- 
chine-tool the  fact  that  it  is  "American"  guar- 
antees its  possession  of  certain  qualities  that 
are  dear  to  the  heart  of  the  user. 

What  is  true  of  the  national  is  true  of  the 
individual  export,  and  it  is  evident  that  if  we 
are  to  reap  the  full  benefits  of  a  reputation 
so  distinctive  and  valuable,  an  effort  should  be 
made  to  protect  this  reputation  against  every 
form  of  fraudulent  imitation.  That  the  suc- 
cessful inroads  of  American  trade  will  lead  to 
strenuous  efforts  at  imitation  goes  without 
saying,  and  unless  our  commercial  houses 
make  haste  to  protect  their  goods  by  register- 
ing trade-marks  in  those  countries  in  which 
they  are  establishing  a  market,  they  will  find 
that  these  very  trade-marks  have  been  al- 
ready appropriated  as  a  defensive  measure  by 
their  foreign  competitors. 

It  is  a  fact,  too  little  understood  and  appre- 
ciated by  our  commercial  houses,  that  in  many 
foreign  countries  the  exclusive  right  to  use  a 
trade-mark  is  granted  to  anyone  who  may  ap- 
ply for  it,  irrespective  of  the  question  as  to 
whether  he  is  the  first  user.  Thus,  if  a  United 
States  firm  is  making  large  sales,  say  of  an 
Anchor  brand  of  flour,  in  Germany,  there  is 
nothing  to  prevent  a  German  citizen  from 
registering  that  very  trade-mark  for  flour,  and 
using  it  on  his  own  barrels,  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  actual  American  product  under  that 
particular  mark. 


In  urging  our  manufacturers  to  secure 
trade-mark  protection  at  a  time  when  they 
are  so  successfully  establishing  themselves 
abroad,  we  would  speak  a  word  of  caution 
against  the  practice  of  registering  trade-marks 
in  the  name  of  a  foreign  agent.  While  this 
is  done  to  simplify  matters  in  bringing  suit 
against  infringers,  it  is  liable  to  place  the 
manufacturer  in  a  difficult  position  in  case  of 
disagreement  with  the  agent,  who,  holding 
the  trade-mark  in  his  own  name,  is  legally 
entitled  to  the  use  of  it  should  he  be  disposed 
to  open  in  business  on  his  own  account.  Al- 
though this  is  an  extreme  case,  and  probably 
would  not  often  occur,  we  mention  it  as  one 
among  several  reasons  which  render  it  ad- 
visable for  a  manufacturer  to  secure  the  im- 
portant trade-mark  in  his  own  name. 


Shelby  Steel  Tube  Activities. 

The  rapidly  developing  business  of  the 
Shelby  Steel  Tube  Company,  Cleveland,  has 
necessitated  a  change  in  the  selling  depart- 
ment of  the  concern,  and  it  is  announced  that 
in  the  future,  instead  of  being  divided  into 
bicycle,  mechanical  and  boiler  departments, 
the  sales  of  the  company  will  be  made 
through  a  general  sales  department  with  gen- 
eral offices  at  the  Cleveland  headquarters  of 
the  company.  L.  B.  Thornburgh,  who  has  been 
in  charge  of  the  factory  end  of  the  business, 
has  been  made  general  sales  manager,  with 
H.  S.  White  as  assistant  general  sales  agent. 
To  facilitate  sales,  additional  branch  offices 
will  be  established  in  Pittsburg  and  Boston; 
the  latter  office  will  be  in  charge  of  H.  C. 
White  and  a  manager  of  the  former  has  not 
yet  been  selected.  R.  Harris  will  travel  from 
Cleveland,  while  an  additional  salesman,  in 
the  person  of  John  Williams,  will  cover  the 
central  West,  traveling  from  Chicago. 

It  is  not  generally  appreciated  in  the  bicy- 
cle business  that  the  demand  for  bicycle  tub- 
ing is  but  one  factor  in  the  business  of  the 
Shelby  Steel  Tube  Company  as  it  stands  to- 
day. Other  branches  of  the  company's  inter- 
ests have  developed  at  an  astonishing  rate 
and  cold  drawn  seamless  tubing  is  being  used 
in  hundreds  of  places  where  it  was  never  be- 
fore thought  possible  to  apply  it.  Trolley 
poles,  boiler  flues,  automobile  parts,  axles, 
hubs,  shafting,  hose-poles,  ferrules,  bearings 
cups,  drills,  roller  bearings  are  among  the 
articles  now  produced  from  this  commodity, 
which  a  few  years  ago  was  found  only  in  bi- 
cycles; and  even  the  tubing  thus  used  was 
imported  at  a  great  expense  from  England. 

In  the  bicycle  line  the  company  has  made 
little  or  no  change  during  the  past  year.  The 
Shelby  tubing  is  used  in  the  majority  of 
wheels  now  being  built,  while  their  one-piece 
forks,  rear  forks  and  stays  are  familiar  to 
every  one  who  has  seen  a  bicycle  built. 


A  Michigan  man  has  patented  a  tire  made 
of  alternate  layers  of  woven  fabric  and  com- 
pressed pith  of  cornstalk  cemented  together 
and  enclosed  in  a  protecting  casing,  forming 
,1  tire  which  he  declares  will  wear  well  and 
eliminates  the  danger  of  punctures. 


At  the 
Cycle  Show 

you  will 

find  us 

at 

Stand  No.  56 

but 

our  address 

remains  the  same, 

127  Duane  St., 
New  York. 

At 
Either  Place 

Cycle  Dealers 

Looking* 

For 

Good  Things 

in  the  way  of  tires 
and  quick  =  selling 
sundries  will  find 
much  to  interest 
them. 

STRAUS  TIRE  CO. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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blC^CLE^ 


SEE  OUR  EXHIBIT  AT  THE  CYCLE  SHOW. 


CLEVELAND  bicycles  are  made  of  the  best  material,  with  the  utmost  care 
and  attention.  They  have  every  improvement  in  bicycle  construction,  and 
represent  full  value  for  the  money.  They  are  a  safe,  reliable  and  profitable  line 
of  wheels  for  agents  to  handle.  The  Cleveland  name-plate  stands  for  quality.  It 
is  a  guarantee  that  in  itself  backs  up  every  wheel  you  sell.  Our  line  this  year 
includes  nine  models,  varying  in  price  from  $40  to  $75,  a  difference  wide  enough 
to  fit   the   purse  of  everyone  who  intends  purchasing  a  really  high-grade  wheel. 


Model  83— For  Men Price,  $40.00 


84— For  l^omen " 

90— For  Men " 

91 — For  "Women " 

92— For  Men " 

93— For  "Women ♦' 

94— For  Men  (Racer) " 

95— For  Men  (Cliainless)  " 

96 — For  "Women  (Cliainless)  " 


40.00 
50.00 
30.00 
50.00 
50.00 
50.00 
75.00 
75.00 


We  want  agents  to  represent   us    in   every  territory.     Our  line  of  wheels  is 
good  and  we  want  good  agents. 


AMERICAN   BICYCLE  COMPANY, 

Lozier  Sales  Department 


EASTERN  OFFICE 


337  Broadway, 

NEW  YORK  CITY. 


CLEVELAND,  OHIO. 


Kindly  inenition  Th«  Wheel. 
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Kilpatrick  and  ^'Oom  PauL 
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A    ONE-LEGGED    MAN'S    STORY. 


Experiences  of  a  Irick  cyclist  in  the  vicinity  of 
Johannesburg. 

President  Kriiger  tells  what  he  knows  of  Washing- 
ton and  Lincoln. 

Transvaal  cities  closely  resemble  America  in  many 
respects. 

Boer  hospitality  extended  heartily  when  needed 
during  a  storm. 

Rider  is  presented  with  a  gold  medal  as  a  token  of 
appreciation    of    his    riding. 

Kilpatrick  refused  to  smoke  Boer  tobacco  for  lear 
of  losing  his  other  leg. 

KILPATRICK,  the"  one-legged  trick  cy- 
clist, who  has  ridden  wheels  made  by 
the  Iver  Johnson  Arms  &  Cycle  Works  for 
several  years,  has  entertained  Cecil  Rhodes, 
President  Kruger  and  all  the  other  cele- 
brities who  are  just  now  prominently  be- 
fore the  public  on  account  of  the  Anglo-Boer 
war.  Mr.  Kilpatrick  has  astonished  the  pat- 
rons of  the  Empire  Music  Hall,  the  largest 
playhouse  of  South  Africa,  situated  at  Jo- 
hannesburg, by  his  trick  riding. 

Meets  President  Kruger. 

"Every  time  I  read  anything  in  the  papers 
about  President  Kruger  the  memory  of  my 
call  on  him  in  1896  comes  up  as  vividly  as 
though  it  had  been  yesterday.  I  never  saw 
such  a  man  in  my  life,  before  or  since.  Every 
line  of  his  face  shows  the  shrewdness  which 
he  has  evinced  since  the  beginning  of  the 
war.  Every  expression  of  his  face  shows 
tlie  determination  which  characterizes  the 
whole  Boer  people.  Leo  Winethal,  editor  of 
the  Pretoria  'Press,'  rode  out  to  the  old  pres- 
ident's home  with  me.  It  seemed  more  like 
meeting  a  wealthy  farmer  than  the  president 
of  a  strong  people,  a  man  capable  of  outwit- 
ting one  of  England's  greatest  diplomats.  He 
had  seen  some  of  my  riding  and  was  greatly 
interested  in  it.  After  I  had  told  him,  through 
Winethal  as  interpreter,  how  I  lost  my  limb 
and  came  to  do  trick  riding  for  a  living,  I 
said,  'Well,  we  Americans  boast  two  of  the 
greatest  men  the  world  has  seen  in  some 
ages — Washington  and  Lincoln.'  The  old 
man's  face  brightened  up  in  an  instant.  'Why, 
my  boy,'  he  said,  'I  suppose  I  know  more 
about  those  two  men  than  two-thirds  of  the 
American  people  themselves.  I  have  studied 
their  lives  from  my  boyhood.  As  soon  aslcould 
read  English  I  read  the  life  of  Washington 
and  the  career  of  Abraham  Lincoln.' 


•••.•••••■•.•••••••••••»«H*»«..»..«H«»«..«..«H9,.«..«„»..»..*..«,.«,.«..»„«„«..«.^ 

"It  is  wonderful,  the  foreign  capital  which 
has  gone  into  the  Transvaal,"  continued  the 
rider.  "Its  cities  resemble  more  closely  the 
cities  of  America  than  any  other  country  I 
have  visited.  The  stores  a-e  run  on  almost 
identically  the  same  methods  as  are  our 
American  stores. 

Officials  Attend  Tlieatre. 

"An  intense  hatred  of  the   English  is  seen 
on  every  hand.     It  was  in  1896  that  I  was  in 
South    Africa,    just    after    the    Jameson    raid, 
and  I  suppose  their  animosity  has   increased 
a    hundred-fold    since    then.     At    the    Empire 
Music  Hall,  where  I  was  billed  with  a  num- 
ber of  English  artists,  the  novelty  of  my  act, 
together   with    the   thorough    dislike   of   any- 
thing English,   combined  to  make  my  recep- 
tion all  the  more  hearty.     The  custom  there 
is  for  all  the   government   officials   to   go   to 
the   theatre    in    a   body   very   often.     In   fact, 
every    good   performance    that    comes     opens 
with  a  performance  at  which  all  the  officials 
are   present   in  state,  as   they  might  be   here 
at  the  opening  of  some  public  building.     On 
the   same  bill  with  myself  was  'Kid'   McCoy, 
doing  a  sparring  act.     A  little  incident  which 
liappened  shows  the  great  friendliness  of  the 
Boer    for    Americans.      One    day    during    our 
stay  in  Johannesburg,  we  went  out  for  a  bi- 
cycle   ride    some    distance   from    the    city.     It 
was  rather  late  in  the  season,  and  one  of  those 
terrible  rain-storms  which  occur  in  that  cli- 
mate came  up  when  we  were  too  far  distant 
from  the  city,  or  indeed  any  village,  to  think 
of    trying    to    return    through    the    rain    and 
mud   that  night.     We  rapped   at  a  little  low 
Boer  shack.     The  old  farmer  himself  came  to 
the    door.     As    best    we   could    we    explained 
our  predicament  and  asked  if  we  could  stay 
there  over  night.     I  never  received  a  heartier 
welcome  in  my  life.     The  little  woman  pushed 
several  little  children   aside   to   get  us  some- 
thing to  eat.     Our  beds  were  made  up  on  the 
floor,  and  to  tell  you  the  truth,  I  have  been 
sleeping  in  beds  in  American  hotels  when  I 
have    sighed    for    another    night's    sleep    like 
the  one  I  had  on  the  floor  of  the  old  Boer's 
farmhouse. 


A  Cliarity  Carnival. 

"One  of  the  pleasantest  experiences  I  had 
during  the  six  weeks  I  was  in  South  Africa 
was  the  bicycle  carnival  given  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Johannesburg  Hospital.  It  was  one  of 
the  largest  affairs  the  city  had  ever  seen.  In 
the  north  part  of  the  city  is  the  large  Wan- 
derers' Athletic  ground.  This  is  probably 
the  largest  athletic  park  in  Africa,  as  the 
people  who  live  in  Johannesburg  are  enthu- 
siastic lovers  of  athletic  sport.  There  were 
over  300  wheels  in  the  parade.  Everyone  had 
done  his  best  to  get  up  the  most  unique  cos- 
tume he  could  think  of,  but  the  amusing 
thing  to  me  was  the  number  of  animals  which 
were  represented.  This  seemed  to  be  the  pop- 
ular thing,  and  I  guess  every  animal  to  be 
found  in  Africa  could  have  found  himself 
represented  in  that  bicycle  parade.  But  the 
enthusiasm  for  the  parade  did  not  exceed, 
however,  that  for  the  hospital.  The  receipts 
were  over  $8,000.  This  pleased  me,  especial-  . 
ly  as  it  was  originally  my  idea  of  getting  up 
the  affair.  The  only  medal  I  wear  was  given 
me  on  that  occasion.  After  the  races,  in  which 
I  had  taken  part,  this  medal  was  given  me." 
Mr.  Kilpatrick  showed  a  handsomely  carved 
medal  in  the  shape  of  a  five-pointed  star,  with 
"To  Kilpatrick  from  the  People  of  Johannes- 
burg" engraved  on  it. 

Cecil  Rhodes  Makes  Donation. 

"Another  pleasant  experience  which  I  shall 
remember  for  a  long  time,"  Mr.  Kilpatrick 
continued,  "was  the  entertainment  gotten  up 
for  the  school  children  of  Pretoria.  It  was 
President  Kruger's  idea,  and  he  invited  me 
up  there  to  ride  in  the  entertainment.  After 
the  affair  he  asked  me  to  come  up  to  his 
house  and  have  coffee,  which  is  the  proper 
thing  there.  After  that  he  brought  out  a  long 
pipe  and  asked  me  to  smoke  some  of  that  old 
Boer  tobacco.  I  told  him  I  did  not  smoke, 
for  if  I  had  taken  two  puffs  of  that  tobacco 
I  don't  think  I  would  have  had  any  legs  at 
all. 

"When  I  was  in  Kimberley  I  visited  Cecil 
Rhodes.  He  has  a  magnificent  place  at  the 
foot  of  Table  Mountain,  just  outside  of  the 
city  proper.  I  never  saw  a  man  so  fond  of 
animals  in  my  life.  I  don't  suppose  there  is 
a  better  menagerie  in  any  American  circus 
than  he  has  'just  for  fun.'  He  gave  me  a 
gold  sovereign  as  a  sottvenir,  with  the  date 
cut  on  one  side  of  it.  When  I  got  back  to 
Pretoria  the  people  said  I  had  better  be  care- 
ful not  to  lose  it,  as  it  was  the  first  thing 
Rhodes  had  ever  given  away." 


PRICE,    $3.00. 


20^a 


BICYCLE -HEAD-LIGHT 
■C- DRIVING -LAMP. 


Over  One  Mum  on  Wheels, 


SEND   FOR  1900  CATALOGUE. 


The  1900  Model  is  the  Highest  Type 
of  Perfected  Gas  Lamp. 


20TH   CENTURY  MFG.   CO,, 

J  7  WARREN  STREET,  NEW  YORK. 


PRICE,    $2.00. 

The    Leading  Oil    Lamp 
of  the  World. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel, 


1900. 
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rACE-TO-rAC[  TALKS 


CONCERNING  THE  USE  OF 

PATENT  BRASS-LINED, 

Anti=Rust,  "CLINCHER"  Tubing 

(The   FASTEST  and  SAFEST  Tubing  made) 


IN  BUILDING 


ilNDRAE 


BICYCLES. 


When  we  promised  our  agents  to  give  them  the  strongest,  most 
rigid  bicycle  made,  we  went  in  search  of  the  best  tubing  for  this  purpose. 

We  gathered  tubing  of  every  make  and  style — tested  each  and  every 
kind,  in  each  and  every  way. 

We  took  not  price  into  consideration.  It  was  quality — quality — 
quality — during  our  entire  testing  season. 

We  adopted  Brass-Lined,  Anti-Rust,  "Clincher"  Tubing  for  several 
simple  reasons  : 

In  the  first  place,  for  its  strength  and  rigidity  ;  secondly,  for  its 
entirely  flawless  construction  ;  thirdly,    for  its  anti-rust  feature. 

A  bicycle  built  of  it  has  no  chance  of  breaking  or  crystallizing  at 
the  joints — no  chance  of  getting  out  of  alignment. 

If  better  tubing  were  made  we  would  use  it. 

Now  you  know  why  Andraes  never  disappoint. 

Write  for  agency.  Learn  how  to  talk  to  the  cycle  rider  the  ad- 
vantages of  Brass-Lined,  Anti=Rust,  Safety,  "  Clincher"  Tubes,  and  increase 
your  sales  and  profits. 


JULIUS  ANDRAE  Si  SONS  CO., 

MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 


GEO.  F.  KEHEW  &  CO.,  BOSTON,  HASS., 
New  England   Distributors. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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January  18, 


OVERPRODUCTION  IN  SWEDEN. 


Thousands  of  Wheels  in  the  Warehouses  at  Stock- 
holm— America  and  Germany  Control  Trade. 

Stockholm,  Sweden,  Jan.  3.— Owing  to 
overproduction  in  1898,  the  cycle  industry  in 
Sweden  is  in  a  much  worse  condition  than 
has  been  the  case  at  any  other  period.  The 
large  increase  in  the  import  of  foreign  com- 
ponents and  accessories,  owing  to  the  new 
tariff  which  came  in  force  on  Jan.  1,  1899, 
had  also  a  bad  influence.  The  town  of  Stock- 
holm by  itself  harbors  over  10,000  unsold  ma- 
chines in  its  warehouses  and  shops  which 
must  burden  the  next  season's  market,  but 
the  country  at  large  and  the  manufacturers 
have  still  a  larger  supply  on  hand.  Germany 
has  largely  entered  into  competition  with  the 
home  products  and  other  imports.  Germany 
is  also  less  afTected  by  the  new  tariff,  which 
only  alters  a  little  on  the  former  relations. 
Prior  to  Jan.  1,  1899,  the  duty  on  cycle  parts 
was  15  per  cent  of  invoiced  prices.     English 


cycles  held  a  high  place  in  the  Swedish  mar- 
ket until  a  few  years  ago,  when  the  market 
was   given   to    the    Germans   and    Americans 

without  a  struggle. 

Elastic  Tip  Co.  Gets  Good  Men. 
T.  S.  Hutchins,  Jr.,  formerly  with  the  Hor- 
ace Partridge  Company,  and  William  E.  Gal- 
lison,  formerly  with  the  John  P.  Lovell  Arms 
Co.,  have  connected  themselves  with 
the  Elastic  Tip  Co.,  Boston.  Mass.,  and  will 
look  after  the  same  trade  as  they  did  for 
those  concerns. 


SNOW   HOLDERS 

ARE  ADJUSTABLE. 

When   Set   Are  Firm. 

Wheels  cannot  fall  over  after  being 
put  in  holder.  Used  in  bicycle  stores, 
public  buildings,  offices,  stores, 
churches,  schools,  factories,  in  fact 
anywhere.  No  bicycle  store  complete 
wi  ihout  them.  Various  styles  furnished 
in  any  finish.    Write  for  prices. 

SIVOW  WIRE  l¥ORKS, 

78-84  Exchange  Street. 
Established  1834.      ROCHESTER.  N.  Y. 


6ft 


PERFECT 


ff 


25C. 


^^("^ 


iN£°) 


OILER. 


Used  by  leading  makers  of  high-grade  bicycles.     The  only  oiler  that    regulates    supply  of  oil.     CANNOT' 
LEAK.    We  make  cheaper  oilers  also,  of  unequaled  quality. 

CUSHMAN  &  DENISON,  Mfrs.,  240-2  W.  23d  St.,  N.  Y. 


ADLETS. 

For   Sale,    Exchanee,   Etc Twenty-five  word*, 

thirty-fire   cents.     Eaoh   additional   word    two   centt. 
Cash  invariably  in  advance. 

Sltaationg  and  Help  TVanted. —  Answers  receiTcd 
in  confidence  and  forwarded  without  charge.  iR«te: 
25  words,  one  time,  60  cents;  three  times,  {1.00;  5Q 
words,  one  time,  $L00;  four  times,  $3.00;  76  wotrda, 
one  time,  tLSO;  four  times,  $5.00.  Displayed  adrer- 
tisements:  One-hali  inch,  one  time,  %l.w\  lour  time*, 
$3.00;  one  inch,  one  time,  $1.60;  fotir  times,  $6.00. 


PATENTS.— H.  W.  T.  Jenner,  patent  attorney  and 
■•-  mechanical  expert,  6w  F  street,  Washington,  D. 
C.  B^taiblished  1883.  I  make  an  examination  free  oi 
charge,  and  report  if  a  patent  can  be  had  and  exactly 
how  much  it  will  cost.    Send  for  circular. 


CYCLE    FACTORIES. 

Have  you  got  a  wheel  fitted  with  Dunlop  rims  and  tires, 
brake  and  mud  guards  you  can  sell  cheap  ?  Address, 
B.  J.  JEINSEN,  Torvgd.  5  b,  Christiania,  Norway. 

A  RELIABLE  salesman,  with  an  established  trade 
^^^  for  two  to  three  thousand  wheels  in  New  Eng- 
land and  good  Southern  connections,  is  ready  to  talk 
business  with  a  live  firm.  Only  reliable  people  need 
write.     G.  H.  P.,  care  of  The  Wheel. 

A  DVERTISER,  at  present  superintendent  of  bi- 
-'^  cycle  lamp  firm,  desires  a  similar  situation  after 
February  28.  Have  had  14  years  as  practical  lamp 
maker  with  well  known  English  firm.  Thoroughly 
practical  and  understands  the  business  thoroughly. 
Good  references.    Address,  A.  B.,  care  of  The  Wheel. 


GOOD  HOUSES  WANTED  in  localities  where  we 
are  mot  represented,  to  take  care  of  our  increased 
pro'duotion  of  Bicycle  Chains  for  the  coming  season. 
Line  includes  Standard,  Detachable,  Roller  and  Auto- 
mobile; all  styles  and  finishes.  Quality  amd  prices 
satisfactory.  In  answering  state  quantity  placed  dur- 
ing season  of  '98  and  '99.  Reading  Screw  Co.,  Norris- 
town,  Pa. 


BICYCLE  FACTORY  WANTED. 

Wish  to  purchase  for  a  client  complete  bicy- 
cle factory,  buildings,  tools,  machinery,  etc.; 
must  be  modem  in  every  particular,  New  Eng- 
land preferred.  Address,  with  full  information, 
FRANK  A.  BARNABY,  Inc.,  71  Broadway, 
New  York. 


ANDRAE  CYCLES  NEVER  DISAPPOINT! 

Face-to-FaceTalks 


(No.lO) 


Concerning 


ilNDRAE 


Bicycles. 


The  only  difference  between  the  Andrae  models  for  women 
and  those  for  men  is  in  the  frame. 

The  Andrae  seat-post  cluster,  Andrae  hubs,  Andrae  bear- 
ings, Andrae  rigidity,  Andrae  finish  are  the  same. 

No  wheel  on  earth  will  please  a  woman  as  much  ae  the 
Andrae. 

Nothing  on  earth  will  advertise  a  wheel  as  well  as  a 
pleased  woman. 

You  begin  to  sell  most  women  in  your  town  when  you  sell 
your  first  ladies'  Andrae. 

There  is  no  stop  after  that.  You  will  continue  to  sell 
wheels — make  friends  and  money — as  long  as  you  hang  on  to 
the  Andrae  agency. 

Write  us  about  it. 

JULIUS  ANDRAE  &  SONS  CO., 

MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 

GEORGE  F.  KEHEW  &  CO., 
BOSTON,  I^IASS.,  New  England  Distributors. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


%  We   are   the   originators   of   the 

I  Pressed  Steel  Head  Sets* 

t 
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Have  always  made  and  make  to-day  the  finest 
and  most  accurate  sets  on  the  market.  Those  who 
use  our  sets  one  season  always  use  them  ;  try  them 
and  you  will  use  no  others. 

Send  for  catalogue. 

*      ■©      -9-      ^      ^      5-      -^ 

The  H.  A*  Matthews  Mfg.  Co., 

SEYMOUR,  CONN. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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A  Good  Road  to  Cincinnati. 


The  Monon  Route  and  C.  H.  &  D.  R'y  run  four  trains 
daily  from  Chicago  to  Cincinnati.  The  day  trains  leave 
Dearborn  Station,  Chicago,  at  8.30  a.  m.  and  11.45  a.  m.,  and 
are  equipped  with  elegant  Parlor  and  Dining  cars.  The  Night 
trains  leave  at  8.30  p.  m.  and  2.45  a.  m.  These  trains  are 
equipped  with  elegant  sleepers  and  compartment  cars,  the 
sleepers  on  the  latter  train  being  ready  for  occupancy  at  9.30 
p.  m.    All  trains  stop  at  22d  St.,  47th  St.,  and  63d  St.,  Chicago. 

Ask  for  tickets  Via  MONON  and  C.  H.  &  D. 

City  Ticket  Office,  232  S.  Clark  St., 
CHICAGO. 


YOUR    TRADE    IS    INCREASED    IF   YOU    INTE 


AGENT.       YOU    REACH     BOTH     BEST    THROUGH    THE    BICYCLE    PAPER. 


oveuNt 
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NEW  YORK  AND  CHICAGO,  JANUARY  25,  J  900. 


Number  622. 


cracracnQ 


Is 

It 

Brass 
Liaed 


? 


What  a  curious  question  for  the  bicycle  buyer  to  ask? 
To  some  it  may  appear  as  absurd  as  to  inquire  if  the  machine 
is  sugar-coated.  Whoever  heard  of  an  innovation  that  was 
not  ridiculed  at  the  start?  Yet  this  very  question  has  got  to 
come  in  the  near  future.      The 

ORIENT 

is  a  little  ahead,  as  usual — that  is  all.  The  sense  of  sight 
has  bafSed  the  understanding  so  long  that  in  future  the  buyers 
must  know  "what's  in  it."  To  be  assured  that  the  frame  of 
the  machine  is  made  of 

Brass-Lined,  Safety,  Anti-Rust  Glinclier  Tubing 


will  be  to  know  that  it  cannot  rust  its  insides  out — that  coast- 
ing is  not  a  risk — that  the  skeleton  of  the  bicycle  is  made,  as 
it    ought    to    be    made,    like     the     cornerstone    of    a    massive 
structure.      Here   is   something  for  progressive  dealers  to  talk 
about.      But   Orient  dealers  have  other  things  that  are  just  as 
exclusive.     Notably,  more  world's  records  than  all  other  bicycles 
combined.      The  exceptional  equipment  allows  of  the  famous  Brooks  Saddle — too  expensive 
for  all  other  machines.      If   what   you  represent   is  not  ahead   of   the  times,  now  is  a  good 
time  to  make  a  change  by  writing  to  the 

,„.__,_  WALTHAM    MFG.   CO.,  Waltham,  IVIass. 

[PLEASE    TACK    THIS    UP.l  ' 


January  25, 


4» 


Diamond  m  Cire 

FULL  SEASON'S  GUARANTEE. 


^^^=  ITS    RECORD   IN    J899  — ^ 

We  made  6,000  pairs  last  season  for  a  cttstomer  under  his  own  brand.    He  guaranteed  them  with  the 

result    of    only   8>^    pairs   replacement    for   entire  season,  and   $57   for   free   repairs. 

HENCE  OUR  CONCLUSION  TO  PUSH  IT  TO  THE  FRONT. 

made  in  Hkron,  Obio, 

BY 

Cbe  Diamond  Rubber  Company. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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LEADER,   $20.00 

DUANE,  $25.00 

GALES,  $35.00 
BICYCLES 

The   Most  Complete  and   Profitable  line. 
Write  us  about 

HGENev 

and   have   our   traveler    call  upon    you   with 

samples. 
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it 
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PRICE,  S2.50. 

PATHLIGHT  ««  "^'T 

_^^n_^__.^^^^^_^__^^^__^  It  regulates  itself. 

THE   LATEST  AND   BEST. 

Price  Reasonable. 
SELP-RKGXJLATING.     Open  the  valve  and  let  it  burn. 
Automatic  Water  Feed  that  requires  no  adjusting.    Throws  the  most  power- 
ful light  01  any. 

SUNDRIES  of  every  kind  at  the  lowest  market  prices. 

WRITE   FOR   OUR   MOST  COMPLETE   CATALOGUE. 


SCHOVERLING,  DALY  &  GALES, 


I] 


302  and  304  Broadway, 


NEW    YORK. 


Kindly  mention  The   Wh«el. 
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1900. 
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A  COMPLETE  LINE. 

Tribune. 

$75.00 

;S60.oo 

$50.00 
$40.00 


reatherstone. 

$35.00 

$25.00 

Envoy  and  Fleetwing, 

$35.00 

fay  Juvenile. 

$22.50,    $25.00,    $27.50. 


New  Models.  New  Features. 
Meet  every  requirement  of  your 
trade. 

AMERICAN  BICYCLE  CO., 

Featherstone  Sales  Dept. 

General  Offices:  CHICAGO. 

EASTERN   BRANCH: 

48  Warren   Street,   NEW  YORK. 
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(Complete  Stock 
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SUNDRIES. 

HARTLEY  &  GRAHAM, 
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Manufacturers,  Jobbers  and  Exporters. 


313-315  Broadway, 


New  York. 


SEND    FOR    CATALOGUE. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Search* Light"  Lanterns 

FOR    BICYCLES    AND    CARRIAGES. 

BURNS  GAS,,,^.--^ 
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OUR     PRICE     TO     THE     JOBBING     TRADE.— Net  PHce.  no  Discount: 


GAS-Rigid  Bracket,  ,g22.00  per  doz. 

GAS-"Wishbone"  Bracket,    25.00 


OIL— Rigid  Bracket,  ^21.00  per  doz. 

OIL-"Wishbone"  Bracket,     24.00 


19  Murray  St., 
New  York  City. 


BRIDGEPORT  BRASS  CO.,  Bridgeport,  conn. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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The  White  Star 
Acetylene  Lamp. 


A  NEW  AND 

VASTLY 

IMPROVED  LAMP. 


FEATURES : 


ONE    POUND. 


Four  Hundred  and  Eighty  Candle  Power. 
Surprising  Simplicity.  Top  Water  Feed. 

NO    WICK. 
NO    WORRY. 


Easily  Cleaned.  Easily  Charged. 

Seven  Hours'  Continuous,  Steady  Light.        Turned  Off  or  On  at  Will. 

RELIGHTS    INSTANTLY. 

Made  of  Best  Material,  heavy  Brass  and  Nickel.     Will  take  any  size 
Carbide  lump.     Handsomest  and  Best  Lamp  Made. 

Lamps  and  Prices  r»dv  For  Jobbers  and  Agents. 

Brown  &  Smith. 


313  Bast  6th  Street, 


Newport,  Kv. 
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Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Will  want  to  handle  this  year  a  line  of  wheels  covering  every 
want  of  the  bicycling  public.  Low,  medium  and  top  priced 
wheels  in  Men's,  Women's  and  Children's  Models  are  what 
we  offer.  Quality,  design  and  finish  are  what  make  the  differ- 
ence in  price.  Our  three  lines — Ramblers,  Ideals  and  Clippers, 
chain  and  chainless,  cover  the  field  completely. 
The  prices  are  as  follows: 


$40.00. 


$45.00. 


$75.00. 


ite/ 


(OwfR 


Adults,  $25,  $26,  $30,  $31,  $35,  $36. 
Juvenile,  -  $20,  $22.50,  $25,  $26. 


Chain,    - 
Chainless, 


$40.00,  $50.00 
$60.00,  $75.00 


Each  of  the  above  wheels  is  a  seller.     Each  line  is  different 
in  many  respects.    We  have  agency  territory  to  distribute. 

AMERICAN    BICYCLE    COMPANY, 

GORMULLY  &  JEFFERY  SALES  DEPT 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


CHICAGO,  ILL. 
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ELK 
CYCLES 

Reach  the  highest  standard 
of  perfection. 

LIST  $40.00. 


DIXIE 
CYCLES 


(!) 


Best  on  earth 
for  the  price. 


LIST  $25.00. 


o 


THE   ARCADE    FILE  WORKS, 

ANDERSON,   IND. 

97    CHAMBERS    STREET,    NEW    YORK,  and    118    LAKE    STREET,    CHICAGO. 

'  Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 

'S0®0®0®0«050®0®0®00(^^ 
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Are  You 
Cutting 
Too  Swift 
A  Pace? 


The  only  way  a  bicycle  rider  or  automobile  driver  can  know  just  what  his  pace  is, 
and  whether  he  will  cover  the  reijuired  distance  in  the  necessary  time  is  to  have  a 

SPEEDOMETER. 

This  is  an  absolute  necessity  where  there  is  a  speed  ordinance,  and  is  a  great  con- 
venience under  all  circumstances. 

THE  SPEEDOMETER  is  made  to  fit  either  28  or  30  inch  wheels.  The  dial  is  gradu- 
ated for  either  miles  per  hour  or  minutes  per  mile.  You  can  set  any  pace  called  for  with 
it.     It  is  invaluable  for  bicycles  or  automobiles. 

WIDE-AWAKE  DEALERS  WILL  BE  READY  TO  SUPPLY  THE  DEMAND  FOR  SPEEDOMETERS. 

THE  C.  &  M.  COMPANY,  249-251  South  Jefferson  Street,  CHICAGO,  III. 


♦.... 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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When  the  Lights  are  Lit 


THE  GREATEST  AMONG 
THEM  WILL  BE  THE     .... 


STAR  LANCASTER 
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FOR  IT 


OPERATES  ON  A  PRINCIPLE 


ENTIRELY   NEW 


WHICH  MAKES 
IT   THE 
PARAGON  OF 

SIMPLICITY 

AND 


^  ^  ^  ECONOMY. 


m 


'T^HIS  lamp  is  always  gas  charged  and  hence  always  ready  for  use.     It  is  non-explosive  and 
^  neither  wind,  weather  nor  rough  usage   can   extinguish  it.       Both  gas  and  water  are 

controlled  by  one  cock,  which  is  double  ported,  and  operates  in  a  manner  entirely  distinctive 
to  the  STAR  LANCASTER.  Gas  escape  impossible.  Can  be  instantly  lighted  or  ex- 
tinguished and  relighted  repeatedly  on  the  same  charge  of  carbide. 

THE  'READIEST'  LIGHT  FOR  ALL  CYCLISTS. 

ALL  JOBBERS,  DEALERS  AND  CYCLE  SUPPLY  HOUSES  HANDLE  IT.    PRICES 

AND  DISCOUNTS  ARE  O.  K. 


Allen  and 
Fitzhugh  Sts. 


STAR  HEADLIGHT  CO. 


Rochester, 
N.Y.,U.S.A. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


1900. 
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At  last  a  successful  light  Motor  Carriage 
at  a  price  within  the  reach  of  all  ..... 


IN 

Automobile  Company, 

MANUFACTURERS  OF  ELECTRIC 
AND  GASOLINE  MOTOR  VEHICLES. 

General  Offices,  17  to  21  Quincy  St.,  Chicago.  Factory,  Elgin,  ill. 

MANUFACTURERS  OF  THE  CELEBRATED   "WINNER"  GASOLINE 
MOTOR  WAGON  AND  THE  ELGIN   ELECTRIC   MOTOR  WAGON. 
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We  are  now  prepared  to  make  prompt  deliveries  of  the  celebrated 
"  WINNER  "  motor  wagon.  This  wagon  is  on  the  runabout  order^  being 
lights  stylish,  weighing  only  600  pounds,  equipped  with  the  well-known 
St»  Louis  Gasoline  Motor,  guaranteed  absolutely  safe,  no  noise  or  odor, 
strong  and  powerful,  developing  over  3  h.  p*  Will  run  12  hours  with 
one  gallon  of  gasoline;  elegantly  designed*  Any  child  can  operate  it* 
Write  for  prices* 

We  will  also  accept  orders  for  electric  motor  vehicles  of  any  design 
for  March  1st  deliveries* 

Kindly  mention  Tlie  Wheel. 
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THE  CROWNING  FEATURE  OF 


THE  CYCLE  SHOW  IS  THE  MONARCH  LINE. 


Speaks 

Louder 

Than 

Words. 


Speaks 
Louder 

Than 
Words. 


THE  TRIO  THAT  HAS  SET  ALL  CYCLISTS  TALKING : 

Monarch,  Waverley  and  Phoenix 


m 


BICYCLES. 


Monarch.        Waverley, 


Phoenix 


PRICES, 

$25.00  to  $75.00. 


PRICE, 

$35.00. 


PRICE, 

$40.00. 


They    are    better    and   the  demand    is  greater  than  ever. 

SPACES  153  TO  160,  INCLUSIVE. 

AMERICAN    BICYCLE    COMPANY, 

Monarch    Sales   Department, 


EASTERN    BRANCH, 
20  WARREN  STREET,  NEW  YORK. 


CHICAGO,   ILL. 


Kindly   mention   The   WheeL 


1900. 
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RIDE  WITH  IT,  AND  ONLY  PEDAL  HALF  THE  TIME. 

NOT  the  ONLY  relrable  COASTER  and  BRAKE,  but  the  CHEAPEST 
reliable  COASTER  and  BRAKE  in  the  WIDE,  WIDE  WORLD. 

Fits  any  bicycle,  any  size  sprocket  furnished. 
Everybody  wants  a  COASTER  and  BRAKE  on  their 
wheel,  and  the  dealer  to  sell  the  wheel  must  have  it  on. 

The  price  will  make  it  the  greatest  seller  this 
year,  and  it  adds  just  only  five  ounces  to  the  weight. 


FOR  FURTHER  PARTICULARS  WRITE  TO 


STOCKTON  MANUFAGTORINO  CO 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


NEWARK,  N.  J.,  U.  S.  A.   - 
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GOODYEAR 

DETACHABLE 

-TIRE- 


It  is  quickly  and  easily  repaired.  Cannot  creep  on 
the  rim.  Fits  common  Crescent  rims.  No  cement 
required.  The  inflation  of  the  tire  causes  it  to 
grasp  the  rim  firmly 

SIMPLEST,  MOST  DURABLE,  MOST  PRACTICAL. 

You  know  what  the  Goodyear  quality  is.  That's 
the  material  that  goes  into  the  "Detachable" — the 
best  quality  of  material  throughout,  and  guaranteed 
for  a  full  season's  riding 

THEY    SELL   WELL.       WHY    NOT    BUY    THEM? 


THE  GOODYEAR  DETACHABLE  TIRE 

MFD.  BY 

THE  GOODYEAR  TIRE  AND  RUBBER  CO. 

AKRON.  0.  U.S.A. 


MADE    IN 


AKRON,  0., 


. BY    THE . 


Goodyear  Tire  and  Rubber  Co. 


Kindly  mention  Tlie  Wheel. 
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EeONOMY 


is  all  right  in  its  proper  place,  1)ut  many  of  us  economize  in  the  wrong  direction,  in  order  to  reduce  the  cost  of  our  product  to  meet 
the  ever-prevailing  competition,  and  in  order,  if  possible,  to  go  them  "  one  better,"  and  to  this  end  the  consumer's  interest  is  lost 
sio-ht  of.  Especially  is  this  true  in  the  bicycle  line,  where  one  of  the  essential  features  of  a  wheel  (the  ornamentation)  is  too  often 
made  to  suffer. 

There  are  thousands  and  thousands  of  people  who  buy  wheels  regardless  of  the  manufacturer's  reputation,  They  are  guided 
entirely  by  their  fancy  for  bright  and  flashy  colors  in  the  matter  of  enamels  and  artistically  designed  transfers  and  striping,  and 
many  a  sale  is  lost  by  a  dealer  who  has  been  induced  to  handle  wheels  that  are  not  decorated.  He  spends  his  valuable  time  trying  to 
make  his  prospective  customer  buy  something  "  just  as  good,  etc.,"  but  his  would-be  customer  politely  backs  out  with  a  "  I-will-call- 
again  "  farewell,  and  directs  his  steps  towards  a  man  who  keeps  a  wheel  finished  to  please  his  fancy. 

Manufacturers  who  make  plain  wheels  exclusively  unquestionably  lose  thousands  of  .dollars'  worth  of  sales  yearly  simply 
because  they  do  not  cater  to  all  their  trade.  It  is  easy  enough  to  compel  a  man  to  look  at  your  wheels,  but  to  induce  him  to  buy  is 
another  question,  and  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  but  what  nine-tenths  of  the  battle  lies  in  having  something  to  offer  which 
pleases  the  eye. 


TRANSFERS 


sell  any  number  of  wheels  yearly,   and 
every  up-to-date  manufacturer  uses  tbem. 


They  are  made  in  America,  by  the  undersigned,  and  at  a  price  that  excuses  no  one  from  using  them,  because  of  the  low  price 
at  which  they  are  made  and  sold.  The  leading  concerns  in  the  United  Stales,  as  well  as  in  foreign  countries,  will  testify  to 
this  statement. 

We  have  new  and  original  ideas  for  bicycle  ornamentation  for  this  coming  season,  and  in  extending  our  best  wishes  for  a 
prosperous  year  to  all  our  friends  in  this  business,  we  notify  them  to  direct  their  inquiries  for  samples  and  prices  to  us,  all  of  which 
will  be  furnished  cheerfully  and  promptly. 


MAIN  OFFICE: 

Chamber  of  Commerce  Building, 

CHICAGO. 

Factory:  -  -  CHICAGO. 


THE  MEYERCORD  CO.,  mc 

AMERICAN     MANUFACTURERS 

Guaranteed  Decalcomania  Transfers. 


BRANCH   OFFICE: 


St.  James  Building, 

NEW   YORK   CITY. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


I  COLE'S  Extension  Stirrip  Pedal  | 

^  Lengthens  the  Crank    i^  inches  on  the  down  stroke.  ^ 

^  On  the  up  stroke  the  foot  pulls  tip  against  the  Axle  Sleeve  in  place  of  Toe-Clip.  ^ 

SI  Small   illustration   shows  three   inches  less   knee  motion.     A  most  desirable  feature.  13 


^ 
r 


Fit,s  All  Cranks. 


I    Q.  W.  COLE  CO., 

^  Makers  of  Sy/n^'^htS 


Write  for  Complete 
Catalogue  No.  5. 


Space  58,  N.  Y.  Show.  3 

141  Broadway,  New  York.     ^ 


^-  Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  -^ 
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Lamp? 


THE  MAJESTie 

Wears  the  Victor's  Laurel  Wreath 
at  the  New  York  Cycle  Show. 


THE  WHEEL  has  from  time  to  time  illustrated  the  perfect  parts  of  the  MAJMSTIC. 
You  have  now  had  an  opportunity  to  see  the  perfect   whole. 

The    wise    thing  for    you   to    do    now  is   to    place   your  orders    and    be   **  ready  for 
the  rush/' 

EDW.  MILLER  &  CO.,  Meriden,  Conn. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Our  Line  for  1900. 


"RACER." 

"ECCENTRIC. 

"SPECIAL." 


ThreCj  Styles. 
Threel  Prices. 
One  Grade— 

THE  BEST. 


^ 


SPECIAL. 


On    account   of 
Special  Automatic 
Plachinery    Exclu- 
sively  our  own,   we 
can  beat  the  world  on 

QUALITY 
and  PRICE. 


Don't  Experiment. 


Every  customer  of  ours 
last  year,  without  a  single 
exception,  has  renewed  his 
orders  again  for  next  year. 
Which  goes  to  show  that 
our  hangers  are  what  we 
represent  them  to  be  and 
that  their  orders  were  filled 
with  promptness 


WRITE    US   FOR   INFORMATION   THAT 
WILL   PUT   DOLLARS    INTO   YOUR   POCKET. 


EWALD  MFG.  CO., '*'''%L'i!i'^'"' '* 


1900. 
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The  Bicycle  Bundle-Trundle, 

THE  LATEST  NOVELTY  ON  THE  MARKET. 


® 
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® 
It   is   an   artistic   and   most   useful   article   for   the   rapid   distribution   of   light,      i 

commercial   packages.     It   is   noiseless,    easy-running   and   thoroughly    practical.    Is     | 

easily   attached  to   or   detached   from   any   standard  make   of   wheel,    and   does   not     1 

interfere   with   any   motion   of  the  rider.     Its  walls  are  made  of  sheet  metal,  strongly     i 

seamed    together,    enameled,    and   are  highly   polished.       They   afford    ample    space     g 

for   the   name   and   business   address   of   the   owner,    or   other  advertising   matter.         § 

The    "trundle"    is  opened   at   the   top    by   a   door,    which   is   hung    with    strap     ® 
hinges   and   securely    fastened   by   a   lock   and   key.  1 

At   the   centre   of  the   rear   wheel   the    "trundle"   is   attached    to    the    bicycle     ® 
hub   by   means   of   modified   steps,    and   above   this   wheel  it  is  attached  to  the  rear 
fork   by   a   rubber   clamp.     These   attachments   are   of  the   simplest   kind,    and    yet 
they   support   the   carrier   in    a    rigid    manner.      No    injury    is    inflicted    upon    the 
wheel  by  this  application. 

An  attachment  is  placed  under  the  carrier  in  the  form  of  a  swinging  frame, 
operated  with  a  spring,  in  such  a  way  as  to  suspend  the  frame  folded  under  the 
"trundle"  or  resting  upon  the  ground,  as  required.  By  means  of  this  frame  the 
wheel   and    "trundle"    can   be   made   to  stand   alone   wherever   they   may    be. 

The  same  wheel  can  be  made  to  do  business  with  the  "Bundle-Trundle" 
that   is   now   used    for   pleasure.      Liberal   terms   to   reliable   dealers. 


Bicycle 
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Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


Bundle-Trundle''  Co., 

122  Euclid  Ave.,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
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L 


OK 


\ 


I 


IS  THE  WATCH- 
WORD   OF    THE 


O.K.  1900 


THE  OLD  STYLE 
CUMBERSOME  ^ 
LAMPS  GO  OUT 
WITH  THE  OLD 
YEAR.    ^    jx    ^ 


Fulton's  first  steamboat  was  a  great  improvement  over  paddling,  but  you  wouldn't  want  to  ride  in  one  now. 

The  first  Acetylene  Lamps  beat  the  tallow  candle,  but  if  you  want  to  keep  abreast  of  the  New  Century  get  the  O.  K.  1900  Lamp. 

It  represents  all  that  is  latest  and  best  in  Acetylene  Lamps.  The  new  reversible  bracket  is  a  great  feature.  The  lamp  is 
small,  compact,  light  and  exceedingly  handsome  in  appearance.  It  has  all  of  the  good  features  of  the  first-class  lamps.  The  light 
is  clear  and  strong.  Every  detail  of  construction  and  all  material  is  of  the  best  and  highest  grade.  One  of  the  strong  features 
of  this  lamp  is  the  perfect  control  of  the  water. 

YOU  SHOULD  BUY  A  LAMP  THAT  WILL  SELL,    THE  0.  K.  1900  IS  THE  ONE. 

THE  SEAL  LOCK  CO.,  160  Washington  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


®(il®(i)®(M)®ia®Hl(i!)iH®(^^  :  SteiS^^lKI^KiCSlSjCSlKlClXKi®  WJ®L»?I^ 


The  Yale  line 


once  more.  You  know  it  pretty  well  by  this  time.  Dealers  who  have 
handled  it  will  never  forget — and  will  never  give  it  up  if  they  remain  in 
the  bicycle  business  forever.  The  story  we  have  to  tell  here  is  about  as 
short  as  usual.  We  merely  call  your  attention  to  the  line,  and  suggest 
that  you  let  us  send  you  our  proposition  by  mail. 


KIRK   MFG.    CO. 


Toledo,  O.,   U.  S.  A. 


P.  S.  —  Our  agent  in  Los  Angeles,  California,  the  Avery  Cyclery, 
figures  on  selling  2,000  Yales  during  1900.  We  are  strong  on  the  Pacific 
Coast. 


Kinillv  mrnli'Hi    Ihc  \\  licel. 


1900.  'wB^MWrnY  ^'^ 


What  Are  You  Going  to  Do  About  It? 


-^ 
m 


WRITE  US  AND  WE  WILL  HELP  YOU  OUT  BY  TELLING  YOU  ALL  ABOUT 

Record 


OPTION  OF  THREE  COLORS. 
BRASS-LINED  TUBING. 
GUARANTEED  TIRES. 
KUNDTZ  RIMS. 

FLUSH-JOINTS. 

EXPANDERS  THROUGHOUT. 


Bicycles,  $35.00 
$25.00 


This  descriptioiL  applies  to  our  $p  C.OO  model,  which  is  as  smart  and  reliable    1^ 
as  anything  on  the  market  regardless  of  price.     Will  tell  you  about  our  $35-00     ■  *^ 

model  later;   it's  a  winner. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


BUTLER  CO.,  Butler,  Ind. 


ffi 


<jO 


2^ 


i^  G  &  J  TIRE. 

DETACHABLE 
DOUBLE  TUBE. 

A    PEER  among;  pneumatics;  a  credit  to  any  wheel. 
A  profitable  tire  for  makers  to  use,  because  a  satis= 
factory  tire  to  riders. 

G  fi^  J  TIRE  eo.. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


INOIHNaP©LIS. 
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Confidence  Is  of  Slow  Growth. 

We  have  gamed  the  confidence  of  our  agents  and  riders. 
They  know  that 


are  rehable,  sturdy  and  strong  in  every  feature, 
models  will  interest  you.      Drop  us  a  line. 

$30.       $40.       $50. 


Our  new 


Racer,  -----  $6o 
Cushion  Frame,  -  $6o 
Chainless,      -     -     -  $^^ 


OUTING    MFG.    CO., 


Indianapolis,    Ind. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


Note  the  "Standard"  Exhibit. 


Take  one 
of  our 
1900 

Catalogfues 
home 
with  you. 


The  Standard  Welding  Co*, 

CLEVELAND,  OHIO. 

We  furnish  ''Standard*'  Tubing  and 
do  the  work  complete.  Others  have 
found  Electrically  Welded  Bicycle  Parts 

MONEY 
MAKERS. 
WHY  NOT 
YOU? 


~() 


^  o 

New  York  Branch;  94  READE  ST. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


New  York  Cycle  Show,  Space  217. 


1900. 
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®  Do  you  know  how  many  Brass-Lined,  Anti-Rust,  Clincher  Tube  bicycles  A.  B.  &  C.  make  ^ 

for  1900  ?    We  know,  and  it  would  surprise  you.    Try  them  and  buy  them. 

1 

vi 


®^«>>«H^5>f®^^)><s>+®>®><s)i^^ 
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Atlantic  Tube  Company, 


MANUFACTURERS     OF 


COLD-DRAWN  AND  HOT-FINISHED 


/ 


Weldless  Steel  Tubing 


FOR 


AXLE5,    5HAFT5,    FRAMES 

AND    OTHER    PURPOSES 
IN   THE   CONSTRUCTION   OF 

BICYCLES  AND  AUTOMOBILES. 


^       BOILER  TUBES,  CYLINDERS  AND  HOLLOW  EORGINGS 

OF    EVERY    DESCRIPTION. 


General  Offices:  Branches: 

Park  Bldg.,  New  York, 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.  Chicago. 


^  Kindly  menition  The  Wheel. 


1900. 
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WHAT  A  WHIRL! 


All  of  the  old-time  crowd  and  a  lot  of  newcomers  were  at  the  National 
Cycle  Show  in  Madison  Square  Garden.     Everyone  talked  cycling  and   | 
the  "  1900  boom."    They  themselves  were  the  boom,  whether  they  knew 
it  or  not.     Agents,  Dealers,  Buyers,  Cyclists — ^all  enthused. 


WERE  YOU  THERE,  TOO? 


WHAT  DID  YOU 


SEE 
HEAR 

[think 


OF  THE  BOOM  ? 


another  '96  ?     NO,  bigger,  better  and  come  to  stay. 


AND 


Q^aMtB 


AMERICAN  BICYCLE  COMPANY, 

Ames  &  Frost  Sales  Department^ 

Blackhawk  St.  and  Cherry  Ave, 
Chicago,  III. 


Controlling  IMPERIAL  and  SPALDING  territory  west  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Weet  Virginia  and  the  Atlantic  Coast  States. 


IMPERIAL, 


SPALDING, 


CRAWrORD 


AND 


\<^ 


AMERICAN  BICYCLE  COMPANY, 

Spalding  Sales  Department^ 

83    Chambers    Street, 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Controlling  IMPERIAL  and  SPALDING  territory  of  New  Eng- 
land and  the  Atlantic  Coast  States, 
and  Crawford  and  Nyack  territory  the  whole  country  over. 


* 
* 

I 

t 


The  BIQ    POUiv  sold  carloads  of  wheels  during  Show  week.       i 


Kindly  mention  Th«  Wli«el. 


* 
* 

t 
t 
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SAGER  SADDLES. 


Made   by  the 


SAGER  CO 


(AS  THEY  ALWAYS  WERE.) 


^ 


Flexible  Saddles  ate  all  desigfned  to  sustain  pressure 
where  it  is  natural  and  safe^  and  not  elsewhere.  They 
are  anatomically  correct  in  shape^  and  in  removing  the 
jar  which  is  present  in  other  saddles^  they  afford  the 
perfect  saddle. 

Our  guaLtamtcc  on  these  saddles  is  to  replace  any 
broken  one^  without  chargfe^  and  pay  all  express  chargfes 
to  Rochester  and  return.  Is  it  not  to  the  advantage  of 
any  dealer  or  rider  to  specify  these  saddles?  On  other 
saddles  our  guarantee  is  the  same  as  given  by  other  saddle 
makers.  The  peculiar  strength  of  the  Flexibles  enables 
us  to  ^ivc  exceptional  latitude  on  this  type. 


THE  ABOVE  IS  AN  EXTRACT  FROM  THE  SAOER  CATALOGUE  FOR  1900. 

We  are  making  all  styles  of  saddles,  but  Flexibles  are  the  best  saddles  ever 
made.     Best  from  every  standpoint. 


Dealers  will  readily  appreciate  the  significance  of  the  guarantee.  Flexible 
saddles  are  somewhat  more  expensive  than  others.  Some  manufacturers  will 
not  supply  them.  If  this  is  the  case,  wheels  can  be  bought  stripped  and  Flexible 
saddles  direct  of  us.      We  shall  make  a  special  effort  in  this  direction. 

SAGER  GEAR  CO., 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. 


IVEN  BRANDENBURG  CO.,  new  york  and  Chicago,  sales  agents. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


fMfi 
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^ 


Read 

for 

Your 

Profit 

Page  19 

and 

Page  45. 


^ 


SATISFIED 

that  you   are   living   in   the  20th  century   by 
selHng  a  Bicycle   that  is 

"365  DAYS  AHEAD  Of  THEM  ALL," 

the    next    thing    is    to    satisfy    yourself    that 

KEATING 
BICYCLES 

are  all  we  claim  for  them,  and  that  our  prices 
are   popular — discounts  right 


AGENTS     STAY     WITH     VS. 


||rA||^i|    RIDERS    DO    NOT    CHANGE. 

IlL/lllllU  WHEELS  J^i^l vre^S: 

All   have  the  Keating  Noiseless 
Double-Roller  Chains. 

SEE    THKT   CURVE? 


Keating  Wheel  &  Automobile  Co., 

MIDDLETOWN,  CONN. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


«^ 


Page  19 
and 

Page  45 
WNI 

Interest 
You. 


^ 


IT  MEANS  LARGER  SALES  AND  CONSEQUENTLY 
GREATER  PROFITS  TO  THE  DEALER. 
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I  THE  CENTRE  OF  INTEREST  \ 

•I- 

I  at  the  New  York  Cycle  Show  was 
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The  Crescent-Sterling  Exhibit 
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THE  show  this  year  proved  three  things:  That  the  interest  in 
bicycles  is  greater  than  ever;  that  1900  is  going  to  be  the 
greatest  bicycle  year  on  record ;  that  Crescent  and  Sterling  Bicycles 
were  the  most  popular  wheels  at  the  show. 

If  you  wish  to  make  money  this  year,  carry  the  Crescent^ 
Sterling  line.  If  you  desire  to  sell  our  wheels  this  year,  now  (if 
your  territory  is  still  open)  is  the  time  to  make  application. 

The  prices  range  from  $25  to  $50 ;  Chainless,  $60  and  $75. 
Wheels  for  riders  of  every  size. 


— —  4. 

No.  SOI  N.  Wells  St.,  Chicago,  111.  | 

EASTERN   OFFICE  : 

36  WARREN  ST.,  NEW  YORK  CITY.       4. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  4. 

I'»'I'»-I-  ♦4-»4^-h»4-»'I-»-I-»-I-»-I-»-fr»-l-»-I-»-I-»-I-»'I'»'I'»'I'»'l'»'I'»'I'»-I-»'I'»'I-»'t'» 


AMERICAN  BICYCLE  COMPANY, 


I  Western  Wheel  Sales  Dept. 

t 

A.-f-A.-»--A.  t  ^  »  -^  *--^-»--^-T.A.T.A.T«A.T>A.T.A.!i-*^  *-^  *--^-*-^-*  -^ 
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♦  ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦  ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦» 

TWO 
RECOMMENDATIONS. 


The  use  of  Patent,  Brass-Lined, 
Anti-Rust  Clincher  Tubing  in  Andrae 
Cycles  is  as  fine  a  recommendation  as 
any  tubing  ever  received. 

Nothing  goes  into  Andrae  Cycles 
unless  it's  the  best. 

For  the  same  reason  the  use  of  this 
tubing  gives  Andraes  a  recommendation 
that  doesn't  come  with  other  tubing. 

It's  a  case  of  the  best  for  the  best. 

Patent,  Brass-Lined,  Anti-Rust, 
Safety  Clincher  Tubing  enables  us  to 
make 

mms. 

CYCLES 

the  strongest,  most  rigid,  easiest-run- 
ning bicycles  on  the  market. 

Just  as  sure  as  we  use  the  best 
tubing,  we  use  the  best  of  everything. 

If  we  could  find  one  ounce  or  inch 
of  material  in  the  Andrae  that  could 
be  improved  we  would  improve  it. 

We  wouldn't  care  about  the  cost. 

If  it   costs    us    more   to    make    the 

Andrae  better  we  would  ask   more   for 

it. 

There    are    plenty    people     willing 

to  pay  a  little  more  to  get  the  best. 

As  it  is,  we  are  selling  the  best 
wheel  at  the  same  price  other  makers 
are  asking  for  poorer  machines. 

This  makes  the  Andrae  agency  a 
good  proposition. 

JULIUS  ANDRAE  &  SONS  CO.,    | 

MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 

Geo.  F.  Kehew  &  Co.,  New  England  Distributors,    ^ 

BOSTON,  MASB. 

Kindly  meiution  The  Wheel. 

4M  M  ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦»♦♦♦♦♦♦»♦> ♦♦♦4MM»MM»»» 


Andrae  Cycles  Never 
Disappoint. 

Patent,  Brass=Lined, 
Anti=Rust  Clincher 
Tubing,  the  Fastest,  | 
t  Strongest  and  Safest  t 
Tubing  made,  won't 
let  them. 


t^H-h 


♦  ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦■ 


::  See 

::     Pages  19  and  45.     t 

II  Get  Samples  of  this  :[ 

::  Tubing. 

->' 

::  Talk    It  and    Make  | 

::  More  Sales  and  More 

::  Profit. 

♦44MMMfM  ♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦- 
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American  Bicycle  Co., 

NEW  YORK,  N.  Y.,  ETATS  UNIS. 

ACHETE  ET  VEND 


plus  de  Bicycles  que  toutes  les  autre  maisons  d'Amerique  reunies. 
Parmi  nos  marques  les  plus  renommees  sout 

Cleveland  Columbia  Crescent 

Sterling  Rambler  Stearns 

Spalding  Monarch  Imperial 

Featherstone  Tribune  Stormer 

Barnes  Crawford  Geneva 

Meiselbach  Phoenix  Waverly 

Fay  Juveniles 

Et  20  autus  modelas  de  qualites  et  reputations  etablies  pour  les  agences  et 
maisons  de  commission.  Nous  sommes  les  plus  grands  fabricants  ainsi  qu'  expor- 
tateurs  de  Bicycles  du  monde,  et  nous  desirous  des  agents  actifs  et  des  commer- 
gants  dans  votre  territaire  pour  tenir  nos  articles  netant  pas  representes  pour  le 
moment.     Ecrevez  vous  pour  catalogues  et  ofifies. 

Nos  prix  vous  interesseront. 

i 


«r 


* 


American  Bicycle  Co., 


f  DEPARTMENT  FRANCAIS, 


Bicycles  a  Ctiaines  et  SANS-CHAINES,  Bicycles  pour  la  Jeunesse. 


T 

Hfi  Kindly  meation  The  Wheel. 


1900. 
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The 

Right 

Lamp 

At 

The 

Right 

Price 

And 

With 

The    _ 

Right 

Trade 

Discounts* 


There 

Is 

Not 

And 

Never 

Was 

A 

Better 

Gas 

Lamp 

At 

Any 

Price* 


Selected  Flat-FIame  Burner.       HAVE   YOU    OBTAINED    QUOTATIONS  ? 


Burns  Loose  Carbide. 


ELECTRO    LAMP    COMPANY, 

45   BROADWAY,  NEW    YORK. 


SOLE  LICENSEES  OF  ELECTRO  GAS  COMPANY  FOR  SALE  OF  CALCIUM  CARBIDE  FOR  USE  IN  ALL  PORTABLE  LAMPS. 

K'indly  miention  The  Wheel. 


^,%**%*,m-9-m-9-»"9-*-»-m-»^m-9'  •— 


OUR  SUNBURST  CRANK-HANGER. 


so    WELL    KNOWN. 


{  ^  Grand  Line  of  Pedals.   Rat- Trap,    Combination.   Ladies'. 

I 


SPAULDING. 


KEIM. 


I 


SUNBURST.  KENSINGTON. 

HISRJB^'S   A    FBW  SAMPI,nS. 

Also  a  variety  of  seat-post  clusters,  parts,  frame  sets  and  hardware  specialties — that  is  our  line.     Let  us  send  you  our  catalogue. 

131    LAKE   ST.,   CHICAGO.      11    NASBY    BLOCK,   TOLEDO. 
97  CHAM  BERS  ST.,  N  EW  YORK,  and  BU FFALO,  N.Y.,  U.S.A. 

Kindly  mention  Th*  AVheoL 


JOHN  R.  KEIM, 


1 


January  25, 


FAUBER 


TRADE 


MARK 


HANGERS 


FOR   1900 


CONSTITUTE   A   COMPLETE     LINE   AS   FOLLOWS: 

The  Fauber  Standard   Hanqer,     )      For   Adult 
The  Fauber  Special  Hanger,        )        Wheels. 
The   Fauber  Juvenile  Hanger,  for  Juvenile  Wheels. 
The  Fauber  Standard   Hanger,  for  Tandems. 
The  Fauber  Standard   Hanger,  for  Triplets. 
The   Fauber  Standard   Hanger,  for  Quads. 

Also   a   full    line  of   Rear  Forks   and    Back  Stays  for   Bicycles   and 
Multiple  Machines. 

Send  for  1900  CATALOGUE  containing  complete  specifications   of   Fauber  Fittings. 


Vs/.  H 


FAUBER,  Manufacturer, 

CHICAGO,  u.  s.  A. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


Copyright   by   F.   P.   Prial   Co. 
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Cycle  Show  a  Big  Success. 


New  A.  B.  C.  President. 


THE  ATTENDANCE  MAKES  A  NEW  RECORD  EACH  DAY— IN  THE  AF- 
TERNOON THERE  IS  A  BUSINESS  CROWD;  IN  THE  EVENING  A 
WELL-DRESSED,  INTERESTED  CROWD— ALL  SAY:  "IT'S  A  BIG 
SUCCESS." 


A.  G.  SPALDING  RESIGNED  ON  MONDAY— R.  L.  COLEMAN  ELECT- 
ED PRESIDENT  OF  THE  A.  B.  C— COL.  ALBERT  A.  POPE  ELECT- 
ED CPIAIRMAN  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS— OFFICIAL  SAYS: 
"NO   FRICTION;  ALL  HARMONY." 


Recognize  Dodge-Tillinghast  Patent.        Cycle  Trades  Protective  Ass'n  Meet. 


ALL  PROMINENT  SINGLE-TUBE  TIRE  MAKERS  RECOGNIZE  VALID- 
ITY OF  TILLINGHAST  SINGLE-TUBE  PATENT— DODGE  LICENSES 
THEM— LICENSES   FIX   PRICES  ON  SINGLE  TUBES. 


THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CYCLE  TRADES  PROTECTIVE  ASSO- 
CIATION ARE  IN  SESSION  ON  THURSDAY  AT  THE  FIFTH  AVE- 
NUE    HOTEI^SECRETARY     SAYS:    "FOR   AN   INFORMAL   TALK." 


Diplomatic  Dodge. 

COL.  THEODORE  A.  DODGE,  owner 
of  the  Tillinghast  single-tube  patent, 
on  Saturday  authorized  The  Wheel  to  say 
that  every  manufacturer  of  single-tube  tires 
in  this  country,  inside  and  outside  of  the  Rub- 
ber Goods  Mfg.  Co.,  has  agreed  to  recognize 
the  validity  of  the  Tillinghast  patent  and  to 
pay  the  demanded  royalty  of  25  cents,  begin- 
ning January  1,  1900.  The  final  details  were 
not  finished  until  Friday  night  of  last  week. 
Under  the  arrangement  which  has  been  made, 
the  minimum  prices  of  guaranteed  and  un- 
guaranteed tires  are  scheduled  in  the  license 
issued  to  each  concern.  The  minimum  prices 
are  $4.25  and  $2.75  respectively — factory 
prices,  of  course.  Col.  Dodge  will  make  it 
his  business  to  see  that  each  concern  adheres 
to  the  terms  of  the  license. 

All  this  has  been  brought  about  by  Col. 
Dodge's  iwell  known  diplomg-tic  ability,  which 
is  particularly  pronounced  in  his  letter  writ- 
ing. This  result  covers  every  single-tube 
tire-maker  worthy  of  the  name.  It  wipes  out 
all  prospect  of  further  litigation  based  on  the 
Tillinghast  patent.  It  insures  good  prices 
and  a  steady  tire  market — very  desirable,  in 
view  of  the  good  demand  and  the  high  price 
of  raw  material. 

The  announcement  of  this  settlement  should 
have  a  favorable  efifect  in  every  way. 

Following  is  the  complete  list  of  concerns 
who  are  now  licensees  under  the  Tillinghast 
patent: 

Hartford  Rubber  Works  Co.,  Hartford, 
Conn. 

Diamond  Rubber  Co.,  Akron,  O. 

Goodyear  Tire  &  Rubber  Co.,  Akron,  O. 

New  Brunswick  Tire  Co.,  New  Brunswick, 
N.J. 

Mechanical  Fabric  Co.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Boston  Woven  Hose  &  Rubber  Co.,  Bos- 
ton, Mass. 


International  Automobile  Vehicle  &  Tire 
Co. 

Philadelphia  Rubber  Co. 

Revere  Rubber  Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Fisk  Rubber  Co.,  Chicopee  Falls,  Mass. 

B.  F.  Goodrich  Company,  Akron,  O. 

Kokomo  Rubber  Co.,  Kokomo,  Ind. 

National  India  Rubber  Co.,  Bristol,  R.  I. 

Indiana  Rubber  &  Insulated  Wire  Co.,  In- 
dianapolis, Ind. 

Hodgman  Rubber  Co.,  New  York  City. 

Western  Wheel  Works,  Chicago,  111. 

Newton  Rubber  Works,  Newton,  Mass. 

L.  C.  Chase  &  Co.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Pennsylvania  Rubber  Co.,  Erie,  Pa. 

Empire  Rubber  Co.,  New  York. 


The  Protective  Association  in  Session  on  Thursday. 

The  members  of  the  Cycle  Trades 
Protective  Association  held!  an  informal 
meeting  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel  Thurs- 
day, which  convened  at  1  o'clock,  with  Presi- 
dent Johnson  in  the  chair.  Secretary  S.  A. 
Miles  being  also  present.  The  meeting  ad- 
journed at  4.30.  In  response  to  an  inquiry  as 
to  what  had  been  done,  Mr.  Miles  said  that 
the  meeting  had  been  entirely  informal  and 
that  no  matters  of  serious  import  had  been  dis- 
cussed. "It  was,"  said  he,  "just  a  little  in- 
formal gathering  for  the  purpose  of  exchang- 
ing views  on  the  Show  and  other  subjects  of 
interest  to  our  Association.  Further  than  that 
and  the  gathering  in  of  a  few  new  members, 
absolutely  nothing  was  done.  Our  members 
are  enthusiastic  and  all  believe  that  the  Asso- 
ciation will  do  good  work  in  behalf  of  the 
trade." 

Among  those  present  a  Wheel  reporter 
noticed  R.  H.  WoliT,  New  York;  George  N. 
Pierce,  Buffalo;  Frank  P.  Eldridge,  Belvi- 
dere,  111.;  Charles  Metz,  Waltham,  Mass.; 
Terry  Andrae,  Milwaukee,  and  several  other 
prominent  manufacturers. 


R.  L.  Coleman,  President. 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.  held  to-day,  Mr.  A.  G.  Spald- 
ing retired  from  the  Presidency  and  Mr.  R.  L.  Cole- 
man, of  New  York,  formerly  President  of  the  West- 
ern Wheel  Works,  was  elected  his  successor.  Col. 
Albert  A.  Pope,  of  Boston,  formerly  President  of  the 
Pope  Mfg.   Co.,   was  elected  chairman  of  the  Board. 

"Mr.  Spalding's  resignation  was  in  line  with  his  de- 
termination frequently  expressed  that  he  would  retire 
from  the  Presidency  of  the  company  as  soon  as  the 
organization  was  completed  and  the  various  depart- 
ments in  good  working  order.  Mr.  Spalding  will  re- 
tain his  interest  in  the  company  and  will  remain  on 
the  Board  of  Directors,  as  well  as  the  Executive 
Committee." 

The  above  official  announcement  of  a 
change  in  the  presidency  of  the  American  Bi- 
cycle Co.  was  sent  out  on  Monday  night.  A 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  was  held 
early  Monday  morning.  Besides  resigning 
as  president  Mr.  Spalding  also  resigned  as 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  he 
was  succeeded  in  that  position  by  Col.  Albert 
A.  Pope.  Mr.  Spalding  remains  on  the 
Board  of  Directors,  which  board  now  con- 
sists of  Col.  Albert  A.  Pope,  chairman;  R.  L. 
Coleman,  H.  A.  Lozier,  R.  P.  Gormully  and 
A.  G.  Spalding., 


From  an  official  standpoint  and  as  far  as 
the  American  Bicycle  Co.  is  concerned,  it  has 
been  made  very  clear  that  Mr.  Spalding  had 
contemplated  retiring  as  soon  as  the  Ameri- 
can Bicycle  Co.  had  passed  the  formative 
stage, and  had  taken  on  the  stature  of  a  practi- 
cal working  organization.  It  is  dwelt  upon  that 
Mr.  Spalding  expected  to  retire  some  months 
ago,  but  he  did  not  feel  that  he  could  relin- 
quish his  position  until  the  present  time.  So 
far  as  the  organiza'tion  is  concerned,  it  is  also 
given  out  that  there  is  nothing  but  harmony 
within  it,  that  the  changes  made  have  no  real 
import  and  that  there  is  no  friction  within 
the  organization. 
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January  25, 


This  change  in  the  official  head  of  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.,  occurring  so  unexpect- 
edly, and  occurring  especially  during  the 
opening  of  the  Cycle  Show,  in  which  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.  play  so  large  a  part, 
will  undoubtedly  set  the  tongues  of  the  gos- 
sips wagging.  Alreadjr  some  of  the  daily  pa- 
pers have  seized  upon  this  change  to  print 
articles  which  are  anything  but  favorable  to 
the  American  Bicycle  Co.  Whether  there  is 
any  so-called  "inside  history"  to  the  retire- 
ment of  Mr.  Spalding  and  the  elevation  of 
Mr.  Coleman  The  Wheel  does  not  know,  al- 
though, of  course,  we,  like  others,  are  in  pos- 
session of  the  usual  rumor,  comment,  and  I- 
told-you-so  talk,  A  Wheel  staff  man  saw 
Messrs.  Coleman,  Pope  and  Spalding,  and 
their  views  are  practically  embodied  above. 
Colonel  Pope's  View. 

Mr.  A.  G.  Spalding  has  done  very  com- 
mendable work  in  connection  with  the  for- 
mation of  this  company.  The  work  of  pro- 
moting was  new  to  him;  he  had  never  before 
entered  into  a  scheme  of  this  kind.  He  was, 
in  a  measure,  new  to  Wall  street  methods,  as 
the  average  bfisiness  man  is.  Moreover  he 
had  to  bring  into  line  some  forty  and  odd 
concerns.  As  Col.  Pope  stated  to  The 
Wheel  man,  it  was  like  trying  to  corral 
forty-four  wild  horses,  all  free-born,  and 
drive  them  with  a  strong  hand.  Col.  Pope 
also  made  the  statement  that  had  Mr.  Spald- 
ing not  had  a  wonderful  physique  and  marked 
ability  he  never  could  have  succeeded. 

As  the  trade  knows,  it  is  now  nearly  a  year 
since  the  A.  B.  C.  amalgamation  was  first  pro- 
jected, and  it  has  been  a  year  of  hard  work 
for  the  promoter.  At  the  very  start  he  met 
the  greatest  snag  which  a  promoter  can  fall 
upon,  viz.,  a  sick  share  market,  a  period  of 
tight  money,  with  industrials  in  bad  grace 
with  the  banks,  and  with  no  prospect  of  bor- 
rowing money  on  industrial  stocks,  or  on 
paper,  no  matter  how  gilt-edged  it  might  be. 
It  is  known  by  men  who  study  "the  market" 
that,  since  the  day  the  American  Bicycle  Co. 
was  first  talked  about,  some  gigantic  schemes, 
■  the    keels    of   which    had    been    carefully    laid 

A  Siege  of  Madness. 
and  the  ribs  even  put  up,  have  been  aban- 
doned. Probably  the  biggest  was  the  aston- 
ishing six-hundred-million-dollar  Carnegie 
scheme.  Men  who  also  study  finance  know 
that,  at  the  present  time,  there  are  hundreds 
of  corporations  which  were  organized  with- 
in the  past  two  years,  and  are  now  handi- 
capped by  the  conditions  we  speak  of.  They 
have  been  unable  to  realize  even  their  most 
modest  dream,  so  far  as  interesting  the  pub- 
lic is  concerned.  In  fact,  now  that  we  look 
back  upon  it,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  com- 
mercial world  passed  through  a  siege  of  "pa- 
per" madness..  This  is  indicated  by  the  fact 
that,  toward  the  end  of  this  industrial  amalga- 
mation, certain  minds  hitherto  considered 
sane  and  even  brilliant  were  seriously  figur- 
ing on  the  possibility  of  organizing  a  trust 
to  control  all  trusts,  had  come  to  a  point 
where  some  of  these  intellects  fancied  one 
man  sitting  at  the  head  of  our  entire  commer- 
cial system.  It  recalled  Bellamy's  dream. 
Now,  of  course,  it  all  seems  absurd,  and  the 
whole  thing  has  gotten  down  to  a  proper  lev- 
el, and  any  talk  about  further  flotation  is 
simply  nauseating. 

But  to  return  to  Mr.  Spalding.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  he  did  wonderful  work,  and 
had  he  not  been  a  man  of  particularly  strong 


physique,  and  accustomed  to  the  handling  of 
men,  and  able  to  keep  at  it  twenty-five  hours 
a  day  out  of  the  twenty-four,  the  A.  B.  C. 
would  never  have  seen  the  light  of  day. 
Those  who  know  frankly  state  this. 
Genial,  a  Good  Fellow. 

It  is  also  quite  true  that  Mr.  Spalding  has 
big  private  interests,  which  have  undoubtedly 
suffered  through  his  connection  with  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.  It  is  also  equally  cer- 
tain, though  this  is  a  delicate  matter,  that 
Mr.  Spalding  requires  quite  a  long  rest  before 
he  can  take  up  any  new  commercial  creative 
work.  Mr.  Spalding  himself  would  be  the 
last  man  to  admit  this,  but  those  who  have 
been  in  close  contact  with  him  know  that  he 
is  a  bit  over  done  and  that  he  needs  a  rest 
cure.  It  is  understood  that  he  is  about  to 
take  a  short  vacation  in  order  to  recuperate. 
Meanwhile,  everybody  in  the  American  Bi- 
cycle Co.,  from  the  smallest  to  the  highest, 
speaks  very  highly  of  this  gentleman.  They 
speak  of  his  approachability,  of  his  good  fel- 
lowship, of  his  ready  sanity  in  handling  all 
questions,  of  his  openness  to  suggestions,  and 
of  his  general  all-round  ability. 

A  straw  which  would  tend  to  disprove  that 
there  is  any  feeling  whatever  in  this  official 
change  is  the  fact  that  a  dinner  was  given  to 
Mr.  Spalding  at  the  Union  League  Club  on 
Tuesday  night,  at  which  there  was  much  good 
fellowship.  Mr.  Spalding  is  of  that  timber 
that  he  would  not  consent  to  be  present  at 
such  a  function  if  it  was  anything  but  a 
heart-whole  affair. 

Chairman  of  the  Board. 

Col.  Albert  A.  Pope,  as  chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Directors,  occupies  a  very  important 
position.  But  from  certain  talk  it  is  learned 
that  many  people  in  the  trade  have  a  wrong 
idea  of  the  powers  attached  to  it.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  R.  L.  Coleman,  president  of  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.,  is  the  chief  executive 
officer,  and  is  accountable  to  his  directorate. 
From  his  board  he  gets  the  general  policy  of 
the  company,  and,  except  in  details,  he  can- 
not depart  from  it  without  specific  instruc- 
tions. Again,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  chair- 
man of  the  Board  of  Directors  has  not  unlim- 
ited power,  unless  he  can  control  the  stock 
vote  of  the  organization.     He,  in  turn,  is  also 


subject  to  the  majority  vote  of  the  four  other 
men,  who,  with  himself,  constitute  his  board. 
So,  at  the  present  time  the  status  of  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.  is  this:  R.  L.  Cole- 
man is  the  chief  executive  head.  Col.  Albert 
A.  Pope  is  chairman  of  the  board,  but  the 
real  policy  of  the  organization  depends  upon 
a  majority  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  the 
power  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  in  turn,  rests 
upon  the  stock  vote.  People  who  are  famil- 
iar with  the  facts  can  readily  name  five  men 
whose  combined  stock  interest,  with  the 
proxies  they  control,  can  swing  the  entire 
vote  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  any  way 
they  wish,  and  in  the  present  official  family 
of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  as  it  is  now  con- 
stituted, the  names  of  these  men  are  seen. 
They  are  all  well-known  bicycle  men;  they 
have  all  made  great  records;  they  are  all 
rich  men,  and  in  commerce  they  are  not 
novices. 

Colonel  Can't  Retire. 

Col.  Albert  A.  Pope  was  seen  on  Monday 
at  the  A.  B.  C.  offices.  He  was  quite  jubilant 
over  the  condition  of  trade  and  over  the  pos- 
sibilities of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  It  is 
quite  probable  he  could  have  been  president 
of  the  organizatioin  had  he  been  willing  to 
assume  the  task,  which  would  necessitate  his 
living  in  New  York,  and  being  present  at  the 
offices  of  the  company  for  several  hours 
every  day.  The  Colonel,  however,  has  a  great 
number  of  private  interests.  He  has  been  in 
harness  for  many  years,  and  has  long  con- 
templated a  semi-retirement.  In  his  present 
position  it  will  be  necessary  for  him  to  be  at 
the  offices  of  the  company  once  or  twice  a 
week,  or  perhaps  not  even  as  often  as  that, 
and  this  plan  suits  him  much  better  than 
every    day,    all   day   attendance. 

Mr.  Coleman,  when  seen  by  The  Wheel 
man,  had  practically  nothing  to  say.  He 
seemed  to  think  that  his  selection  as  presi- 
dent of  the  organization  was  the  beginning 
and  end  of  all  that  could  be  said.  His  inter- 
ests are  in  such  position  that  he  is  able  to  de- 
vote all  his  time  to  the  affairs  of  the  com- 
pany, and  those  who  know  him  well  and 
know  his  history  in  the  bicycle  trade,  will 
agree  that  the  management  of  this  corpora- 
tion could  not  be  in  better  hands. 


A.  B.  C.-EAOIE  BOTTOIVI-BRACKET  CONTENTION— 

HARTEORD  LOOKS  EOR  A  DECISION  IN  A  YEAR. 


It  is  thought  in  Hartford  that  the  bottom- 
bracket  action  of  the  A.  B.  C.  against  the 
Eagle  Company,  of  Torrington,  will  not  reach 
a  decision  for  at  least  a  year. 

The  suit  calls  for  an  injunction  restraining 
the  defendants  from  continuing  the  manu- 
facture of  bicycles  involving  the  alleged  in- 
fringement while  the  suit  is  pending,  an  ac- 
counting of  all  profits  made  during  the  time 
the  company  has  been  selling  such  bicycles 
and  an  award  of  damages  triple  the  assess- 
ment made  according  to  such  accounting  ow- 
ing to  the  alleged  continued  willful  infringe- 
ment. 

Service  was  made  on  each  of  the  officers  of 
the  concern,  Archille  F.  Migeon,  president; 
Elisha  Turner,  vice-president;  Charles  D. 
Dikeman,  secretary,  and  Edward  S.  Walsh, 
treasurer.  The  suit  is  returnable  before  Judge 
Townsend,  of  the  United  States  District 
Court,  the  first  Monday  in  February,  and  will 


be  tried  in  Hartford.  The  Eagle  Company 
was  selected  because  it  is  a  nearby  Connecti- 
cut corporation  and  because  Judge  Townsend 
is  familiar  with  the  case  by  reason  of  having 
heard  the  motions  in  a  previous  suit — the  one 
of  Owen  vs.  Pope,  which  was  instituted 
March  16,  189G,  and  was  waged  nearly  four 
years  in  the  United  States  Circuit,  District 
of  Connecticut,  and  finally  dropped  by  mutual 
consent  when  the  A.  B.  C.  absorbed  Ijotii 
the  Pope  Company  and  the  interest  of  Owen, 
Bidwell  and  others  in  the  patent. 


Henri  Fournier  Returns  to  France  Soon. 

Henri  P'ournier,  the  famous  French  motor 
cyclist,  who  has  been  in  this  country  for  a 
number  of  months,  has  arranged  to  return 
to  France  late  in  February.  He  will  race 
there,   representing  the  Waltham   Mfg.   Co. 


1900. 
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BIG  ATTENDANCE  AT  SHOW. 

As  the  week  progresses,  the  success  of  the 
Show  is  proving  cumulative.  On  Saturday 
night  there  was  a  miscellaneous  paper  crowd; 
on  Monday  night  there  was  a  fairly  heavy, 
well-dressed  crowd;  Tuesday  night  a  larger 
and  even  better  dressed  crowd;  and  of 
Wednesday  night  it  can  only  be  said  that  the 
Garden  was  crowded,  and  that  a  better  class 
is  seen  at  this  Show  than  any  previous  func- 
tion of  its  kind.  During  the  afternoons  there 
is  a  strong  business  element  present,  both  at 
the  Show  and  around  the  hotels,  because  there 
are  a  great  many  outsiders  doing  business  on 
the  side,  so  to  speak,  and  doing  plenty  of  it. 
The  Show  promises  to  break  the  record  in 
attendance,  both  as  to  numbers  and  quality, 
and  as  to  actual  business  done. 


The  Georgia  Tax. 

A  dispatch  has  gone  out  from  Atlanta,  Ga., 
stating  that  the  Comptroller-General  has  giv- 
en the  manufacturers  of  bicycles  sold  in 
Georgia  formal  notice  that  a  tax  of  $100  on 
each  different  wheel  must  be  paid  within  ten 
days  from  January  12.  Inquiry  at  A.  B.  C. 
headquarters.  New  York  City,  shows  that 
amicable  correspondence  between  the  com- 
pany and  the  Comptroller-General  is  in  pro- 
gress, and  that,  pending  settlement,  agents 
in  Georgia  handling  A.  B.  C.  bicycles  will 
not  be  disturbed. 


A  Hartford  Judgment. 

Hartford,  Conn.,  Jan.  20. — Indiana  Bi- 
cycle Co.  obtained  judgment  on  foreclosure 
against  Hulda  A.  Hayes,  of  Granby.  The 
amount  of  the  judgment  is  $156,  and  the  de- 
fendant was  given  to  the  third  Monday  of 
February   to   redeem. 


lEIdridge  Would  a  Miner  Be. 

That  is,  he  wouldn't.  He  put  $15,000  into 
a  mining  scheme,  which  was  of  such  nature 
that  he  is  now  suing  for  the  amount,  which 
represents  the  profits  on  many  bicycles  sold 
in  Mr.  El'dridge's  stores  in  Newark  and  other 
places  in  New  Jersey. 


Fauber  vs.  Springfield  Suit. 

Mr.  Poole,  of  Poole  &  Brown,  Chicago, 
who  represent  W.  H.  Fauber  in  his  infringe- 
ment suit  against  the  Drop  Forge  Co.,  came 
to  New  York  early  this  week  to  take  the  tes- 
timony of  Charles  E.  Duryea  as  a  bicycle  ex- 
pert in  the  case. 

Factory  for  Indianapolis. 

Indianapolis,  Jan.  19. — One  local  and  three 
Eastern  capitalists  have  purchased  ground 
and  will  erect  a  factory  to  cost  $100,000  to 
make  automobiles.  It  will,  be  independent  of 
the  trust. 

r  Big  Order  for  Tire  Tape. 

Detroit,  Mich.,  Jan.  20.— The  Michigan  Ce- 
ment Co.,  of  Niles,  has  an  order  for  ten  tons 
of  bicycle  tire  tape,  320,000  rolls,  requiring 
15,000  yards  of  cloth. 


Five  Years  Yet. 

The  bottom-bracket  patent  was  issued  No- 
vember 13,  1888,  and  expires  on  the  same 
day  in   1995. 


Sales  Heads  of  A.  B.  C.  Meet. 

At  the  offices  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co. 
an  extended  meeting  of  sales  managers  was 
held  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  of  last 
week,  and  most  of  the  important  officers  were 
present.  Among  those  present  were:  E.  J. 
Day,  W.  W.  S.  Dept.,  Chicago;  C.  V.  Tut- 
hill,  W.  W.  S.  Dept.,  New  York;  Albert  L. 
Pope,  Pope  Sales  Dept,  Hartford;  C.  E. 
Walker,  Pope  Sales  Dept.,  Hartford;  H.  A. 
Lozier,  Jr.,  Lozier  Sales  Dept.,  Cleveland; 
C.  E.  Lozier,  Lozier  Sales  Dept.;  L.  H.  Bill, 
Lozier  Sales  Dept.,  New  York;  O.  C.  Hutch- 
inson, Monarch  Sales  Dept.,  Chicago;  A.  H. 
Bryant,  Featherstone  Sales  Dept.,  Chicago; 
R.  C.  Reuschaw,  Featherstone  Sales  Dept., 
New  York;  Chas.  Van  Home,  G.  &  J.  Sales 
Dept.,  Chicago;  W.  A.  Morrison,  Ames  & 
Frost  Sales  Dept.,  Chicago;  A.  B.  Barkman, 
Spalding  Sales  Dept.,  New  York;  H.  E.  Mas- 
lin,  Stearns  Sales  Dept. 

This  convention  was  a  revival  of  the  old 
Columbia  idea.  It  was  the  custom  of  prin- 
cipal Pope  agents  to  meet  in  Hartford  once 
a  year,  and  exchange  experiences  that  they 
had  thought  out  during  the  previous  year, 
and  their  various  forecasts  of  the  coming 
year  were  thoroughly  threshed  out,  and  the 
net  result  was  applied  to  the  proposed  policy 
of  the  ensuing  season.  The  Pope  Company 
always  thought  highly  of  this  plan.  At  the 
meeting  held  at  the  A.  B.  C.  a  number  of  im- 
portant papers  were  contributed  by  those 
who  were  present.  The  subjects  discussed 
were:  "The  Traveling  Salesman,  his  Qualifi- 
cations," by  Albert  L.  Pope;  "How  to  Han- 
dle Travelers,  and  How  to  Get  the  Best  Re- 
sults," by  O.  C.  Hutchinson;  "Price-Cutting, 
and  How  to  Control  It,"  by  C.  V.  Tuthill; 
"Salesmen's  Expenses,"  by  A.  H.  Bryant; 
"The  Guarantee,"  by  H.  E.  Maslin.  After 
the  meeting,  on  Wednesday  evening,  the  offi- 
cers of  the  company  tendered  the  visitors  a 
dinner  at  the  Arena. 


NATIONAL  MEET  AT  MILWAIKEE. 


The   Dove   Flutters. 

At  the  Union  League  Club,  on  Tuesday, 
tlie  officials  and  directors  of  the  American 
Bicycle  Co.  tendered  Mr.  Spalding  a  compli- 
mentary dinner,  as  a  mark  of  esteem  and 
good-fellowship,  and  as  a  cordial  indorsement 
of  his  efforts  in  forming  and  operating  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.  President  R.  L.  Cole- 
man presided.  Among  those  who  sat  at  the 
board  were  Col.  Albert  A.  Pope,  A.  Feather- 
stone, Charles  R.  Flint,  George  H.  Young, 
George  W.  Crane,  A.  Alexander,  E.  C. 
Stearns,  Mr.  Pearson,  H.  A.  Lozier,  J.  W. 
Kiser,  W.  Barber,  J.  W.  Spalding,  A.  L..  Gar- 
ford,  J.  E.  Bromley,  Theodore  Merseles,  C. 
R.  Dickerson  and  Col.  George  Pope. 


Brake  Adopted  by  the  A.  B.  C. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Duck  brake  has 
been  adopted  as  the  future  standard  for  all 
machines  made  by  A.  B.  C.  concerns.  No 
doubt  this  does  not  apply  to  1900  models, 
except  those  already  so  fitted — the  Cleve- 
lands,  for  example.  The  Duck  brake  is  ap- 
plied to  the  front  tire  in  the  usual  manner, 
its  peculiarity  being  two  rubber  rollers, 
which  serve  as  efficient  brake-shoes  without 
injuring  the  tire.  This  device  is  now  made 
in  the  Lozier  works,  in  Toledo  and  West- 
field,  by  the  Duck  Brake  Co.,  under  the  man- 
agement of  William  Cronin,  who  was  pre- 
viously in  the  Lozier  service.  The  Duck 
hralcc  will  he  used  on  a  well-known  automo- 
bile. 


Milwaukee,  Jan.  22. — The  Citizens'  Business 
League  has  received  notice  that  the  national 
convention  of  the  League  of  American 
Wheelmen  will  meet  in  Milwaukee  this  sum- 
mer. The  League  has  been  trying  for  this 
convention,  which  is  a  large  and  important 
one,  since  some  time  before  the  summer 
meeting  in  Boston  last  ^-ear.  The  meeting 
will  bring  a  large  number  of  wheelmen  to  the 
city  and  is  the  event  of  the  year  in  wheeling 
circles.' 

The  date  of  the  meeting  has  not  been  set, 
but  it  will  probably  be  late  in  the  summer. 
The  place  of  meeting  was  decided  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  in  session  at  Pittsburg  to- 
day. 

May  Use  Lovell  Factory. 

Portland,  Me.,  Jan.  20. — The  people  of 
South  Portland  are  wondering  if  an  automo- 
bile manufactory  will  be  located  in  that  city. 
One  day  last  week  representatives  of  one  of 
the  largest  automobile  concerns  in  Massachu- 
setts was  here  and  looked  over  the  plant  of 
the  Lovell  cycle  factory,  which  is  now  shut 
down,  with  a  view  of  leasing  the  place  for  a 
factory.  They  did  not  express  an  opinion  on 
the  probability  of  locating  here,  but  will  re- 
port to  their  company. 


Official  Forecaster  Injured. 

All  wheelmen  are  interested  in  weather  and 
the  weather  clerk,  and  it  is  recorded  with 
great  regret  that  Prof.  Hazen,  forecast  official 
of  the  Weather  Bureau  at  Washington,  was 
thrown  from  his  bicycle  in  that  city  Monday 
evening  by  running  into  a  colored  man.  He 
fractured  his  skull,  and  the  chance  of  his  re- 
covery is  regarded  as  slight. 


American  Machines  in  France. 

It  is  reported  that  French  cycle  makers 
will  meet  to  devise  means  of  more  successful- 
ly meeting  American  competition.  The  Cleve- 
land and  Columbia  people,  it  appears,  are 
selling  more  goods  there  than  most  of  the 
standard  French  firms,  and  twenty-seven 
American  firms,  in  all,  are  doing  business  in 
Paris. 


Wagner  Leaves  C.  J.  Smith  &  Sons  Co. 

Edward  Wagner,  well  known  through  his 
long  connection  with  C.  J.  Smith  &  Sons 
Co.,  Milwaukee,  has  left  that  establishment 
and  will  build  hardware  parts  for  baby  car- 
riages, using  the  plant  formerly  occupied  by 
the  Milwaukee  Mfg.   Co. 


A  Deal  That  Failed. 

It  is  understood  that  the  arrangement  by 
which  the  Mechanical  Fabric  Co.,  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  was  to  be  taken  into  the  Rub- 
ber Goods  Co.,  has  fallen  through.  This  is 
the  factory  in  which  Dunlop  tires  have  been 
made  for  a  long  time. 


Big  Coaster-Brake  Percentage. 

In  a  letter,  Frank  F.  Weston,  manager  of 
sales  of  the  Eclipse  Bicycle  Co.,  says  that  95 
per  cent  of  the  bicycles  made  after  this  sea- 
son will  be  sold  with  a  coaster-brake  of  some 
kind. 
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No.  148. 


No.  166. 


No.  46. 


No.  76. 


No.  144. 


No.  146. 


Brown  B. 


NOT  BY 
FAITH  ALONE. 


Saddles  are  not  always  what  they  seem. 
A  fair  outside  may  conceal  a  rocky  interior. 
A  reputation  for  good  saddle  making  inspires 
faith. 

A  manufacturer  might  trade  on  a  former  good 
reputation  and  go  to  making  poor  saddles. 
Don't  take  saddles  on  faith  only. 

Put  your  knife  into  them   and   see  what^s 
inside. 

Ours  among  the  rest. 

If  you  haven't  a  knife^  we'll  lend  you  ours. 

What  we  would  impress  upon  you  is, 

GET  AT  THE  INSIDE  FACTS. 
American  Saddle  Co.'s  saddles  are  what  they 
seem.  

We  are  paying  special  attention  to  Tool-Bags; 
we  have  improved  our  whole  line  and  are 
having  an  enormous  demand  for  them. 

Haven't  you  had  our  Catalogues  yet? 
They  were  ready  three  months  ago. 
SEND  FOR  THEM. 


AMERICAN 
SADDLE 

COMPANY, 

ELYRIA, 

OHIO. 


No.  153  A. 


No.  47. 


Wheeler  Extra. 


Wheeler  Cork  Top 


Kindly  mention  The  WIimL 
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should  not  neglect  a  cycle  show.  He  should  come  to  meet 
people,  to  see  wheels,  to  learn  things.  It  is  well  for  the  mer- 
chant to  shake  the  dust  of  his  place  from  his  feet  for  a  certain 
period  every  year.  He  ought  to  take  a  brief  vacation.  Every 
man  needs  an  occasional  shaking  up.  Be  he  ever  so  bright, 
ever  so  alert,  the  year's  work  is  bound  to  cover  him  with  more 
or  less  moss  and  rust.  It  is  his  duty  to  go  somewhere  to  get 
rid  of  this.  No  better  place  to  go  than  to  a  big  city.  If  he 
comes  to  New  York,  the  walk  along  Broadway  alone  will 
wear  off  the  moss  of  a  year  of  pastoral  life.  It  will  change  his 
view  of  things.  He  will  see  wonderful  stores,  many  new  de- 
vices of  civilization.  At  every  step  he  can  learn  a  business 
novelty.  In  the  Show  itself  he  may  learn  more  in  a  minute 
about  the  trade  than  he  can  learn  in  a  whole  year  at  home. 
He  will  see  and  hear  for  himself  the  people  and  things  and 
ideas  he  has  read  and  heard  about.  Whether  he  orders  his" 
goods  before  or  after  the  Show  is  another  affair — it  is  alto- 
gether apart  from  this  suggestion.  We  simply  want  the  agent, 
the  business  man  who  sells  or  repairs  bicycles,  to  get  out  of 
the  rut  that  every  man  gets  into  in  the  course  of  a  year.  And 
Show  time  is  a  good  time  to  do  it. 
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THE  ACTIAL  SITIATION. 


Aside  from  business  and  the  quid  pro  quo,  we  should  be 
dull-hearted  indeed  not  to  frankly  thank  the  cycling  trade 
for  the  splendid  advertising  patronage  published  in  this 
issue.  Moreover,  it  is  a  certain  index  that  the  trade  has 
great  confidence  for  the  future.  We  hope  that  the  promise 
of  1900 — merely  an  acorn  now — may  by  June  develop  into 
a  sturdy  oak. 
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THE  CYCLE  SHOW. 


FOR  the  fifth  time  a  national  cycle  show  is  in  progress  in 
New  York.  It  is  chiefly  supported  by  the  exhibits  of 
the  American  Bicycle  Company.  Whether  it  would  be  a  rep- 
resentative exposition  without  that  support  is  a  question — a 
doubtful  question.  Many  concerns  in  the  trade  no  longer  care 
to  patronize  shows.  Whether  the  American  Bicycle  Company 
itself  will  care  to  do  so  another  year  is  a  question.  But  all 
that  aside,  the  Show  is  on,  the  visual  crowds  are  there,  makers, 
salesmen,  dealers  and  the  buying  public  are  once  more  meet- 
ing each  other,  the  usual  press  reports  are  going  out  into  the 
newspapers  of  the  country,  and  cycling  is  unquestionably  be- 
ing stimulated. 

We  believe  in  shows.  With  all  their  faults,  the  exhibitions 
of  the  past  have  annually  sounded  a  trumpet  blast  that  has 
aroused  the  public  interest.  It  has  been  said  that  they  have 
been  held  too  late  for  trade  purposes,  too  early  for  the  rider. 
But  they  have  been,  on  the  whole,  beneficial,  as  no  other  stim- 
ulating agency  has  been,  and  we  believe  that,  so  far  as  each 
concern  in  the  trade  is  able  to  do,  it  should  continue  to  uphold 
them. 

The  agent,  be  his  business  big  or  small,  be  he  far  or  near, 


IN  the  New  York  morning  "Journal,"  recently,  an  editorial 
upon  the  automobile  said  that,  "Unlike  the  bicycle,  how- 
ever, the  horseless  vehicle  will  prove  to  be  vastly  useful  to  the 
commercial  world.  The  bicycle  is  a  health-giving  toy."  To 
which  the  Rochester  "Democrat-Chronicle"  responds  in  this 
wise: 

Well,  perhaps  that  is  the  case  in  the  wilderness  of  New  York,  but 
in  the  country  at  large  hundreds  of  thousands  of  wheelmen  find  their 
bicycles  about  as  useful  and  important  for  getting  around  with  as 
their  legs.  A  very  small  minority  use  the  wheel  as  a  toy  or  for  sport 
or  simply  for  their  health.  The  vast  majority  employ  it  for  business 
purposes — to  ride  to  their  offices,  stores,  shops,  schools  or  for  can- 
vassing purposes.  The  bicycle  ceased  to  be  a  toy — healthful  or  oth- 
erwise— years  ago.  The  "Journal"  is  about  four  or  five  years  behind 
the  times.  Of  course  it  is  used  for  pleasure,  but  so  are  horses  and 
carriages   and  trolley    cars  sometimes. 

This  is  the  voice  of  the  average  x\merican  city  we  have  been 
talking  about.  In  Rochester,  and  many  cities  like  it,  cycling 
is  an  every-day  affair.  It  is  exactly  what  the  Rochester  paper 
says  it  is.  There  are  many  readers  in  the  largest  cities,  where 
cycling  is  "on  the  wane,"  upon  whom  The  Wheel  would  like 
to  impress  the  actual  facts. 


GIVE  AWAY  PATENT  RIGHTS. 


DO  you  own  a  patent?     Are  you  anxious  to  put  it  to  its 
best  use?     Read  this  letter,  from  an  English  cycling 
journal; 

Looking  back  into  the  history  of  cycle  industry,  or  any  industry, 
it  seems  that  it  does  not  pay  well  to  manufacture  under  letters  patent, 
nor  to  license  out  the  patent  for  fees,  but  is  more  remunerative  to 
give  the  patent  free  to  all,  and  join  the  resulting  industry. 

The  safety  bicycle  was  of  little  pecuniary  value  until  the  patent 
expired,  from  which  time  the  owners  shared  the  profit' derived  from 
trade-push  and  advertisement,  and  the  industry  became  emolumental 
in  quite  wide  senses,  for  because  it  paid  one  trade,  it  was  money  to 
all  other  trades,  and  a  valuable  supply. 

Conclusion:  Industries  evolving  from  patent  and  invention  should 
be  freed  from  patent  restriction.  Suppose  that  air-flight  became  prac- 
tical—it has  seemed  nearly  so  of  late— by  selfish   retention  of  patent 
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right  we  should  retard  a  great  triumph,  stifle  industry,  cripple  supply, 
render  money  less  useful,  etc. 

Contrariwise,  it  would  pay  to  give  away  letters  patent,  and  share 
the  enterprise. 

Whjf  are  we  so  uneducated  in  this?  F. 

We  do  not  believe  any  owner  of  a  patent  is  likely  to  follow 
the  above  advice,  if  doing  so  would  be  the  only  way  to  make 
the  idea  profitable.  But  the  advice  is  good,  nevertheless.  A 
Philadelphia  publisher  owns  a  lot  of  high,  dry  New  Jersey 
land,  near  the  ocean,  near  Cape  May.  Instead  of  holding  onto 
it  with  the  grip  of  a  miser,  he  seeks  to  develop  its  value  by 
dividing  it  into  lots,  some  of  which  he  is  endeavoring  to  give 
away  to  people  whose  names  are  worth  something  for  adver- 
tising purposes.  The  Philadelphia  man  is  doing  with  his  land 
what  the  English  letter-writer  suggests  owners  of  pioneer  pat- 
ents should  do. 

The  owners  of  the  Smith  bottom-bracket  patent — not  the 
inventor  himself — found  profit  in  another  way,  by  permitting 
the  patented  idea  to  be  generally  adopted  and  then  litigating. 
It  was  no  shrewd  plan,  however.  If  the  owner  of  the  patent 
had  been  financially  able  in  the  early  days,  he  would  have  pre- 
vented others  from  developing  his  idea.  His  subsequent  good 
luck  in  the  matter  was  largely  an  accident. 


The  mail  service  could  be  enlarged  to  take  charge  of  it  at 
comparatively  slight  expense  and  in  a  very  short  time.  While 
we  wait  we  enable  the  express  companies  to  earn  several  hun- 
dred per  cent  every  year  upon  their  capital.  Do  the  business 
men  in  the  cycle  trade  prefer  enriching  the  express  compa- 
nies to  writing  some  letters,  doing  some  talking,  raising  some- 
thing of  a  row,  so  as  to  get  this  needed  thing  started? 

Having  been  run  off  her  feet  by  American  bicycles,  Germany  is 
now  fearful  that  she  is  to  be  run  down  by  the  Yankee  automobile.  In 
order  to  ward  ofif  the  expected  calamity,  a  new  tariff  of  a  prohibitive 
character  is  to  be  fixed.  Germany  is  evidently  afraid  that  she  will  be 
gaining  some  more  laps  on  the  new  century  if  her  people  get  too 
rapid. — ^^Sioux  City  "Tribune." 

OMPETITION  conquers  in  the  end.     Conquest  by  pro- 
hibition is  a  fallacy. 


c 


AN  unattractive  sign  on  a  popular  and  crowded  thorough- 
fare shares  but  little  public  notice  in  comparison  to  one 
that  is  striking  and  alluring.  It  is  probable  that  the  poor  sign 
occupies  more  valuable  space  than  the  attractive  one,  but  the 
latter  always  "gets  there"  while  the  former  always  gets  left. 
Bear  this  in  mind,  in  producing  advertisements. 


IN  a  labored  editorial,  a  contemporary  gives  advice  to  deal- 
ers, to  be  repeated  to  riders,  concerning  the  proper  use  of 
acetylene  gas  lamps.  The  editorial  contains  some  good  points. 
It  also  contains  the  absurd  recommendation  that  lamps  shall 
be  so  fixed  on  the  bracket  as  to  be  tilted  forward,  the  theory 
being  that  thereby  the  light  will  be  thrown  upon  the  ground 
in  better  manner  than  if  the  lamp  is  allowed  to  maintain  an 
upright  position.  Lamp  manufacturers  construct  their  lamps 
with  a  view  of  having  them  remain  upright.  An  acetylene  gas 
flame,  being  strong,  is  not  so  likely  to  burn  the  reflector  be- 
hind it  when  the  lamp  is  tilted  forward,  as  a  kerosene  flame, 
but  the  advice  to  tilt  lamps  is  nevertheless  wrong. 

*    *    * 

It  is  pleasing  to  learn  that  some  real  and  tangible  efforts  have 
been  made,  and  that  successfully,  during  the  past  season  to  win  back 
some  of  the  lost  foreign  trade  to  this  country,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
the  progress  in  this  direction  will,  in  the  coming  year,  be  not  gradual 
but  rapid. 

THUS  the  London  "Cyclist,"  in  its  annual  review  of  Eng- 
lish cycling  conditions.  Despite  the  partial  odium  cast 
upon  our  goods  by  certain  unscrupulous  shippers,  and  by  the 
fake  comparison  in  which  the  "Cyclist"  called  a  cheap  Belgian 
machine  an  American  bicycle,  we  have  no  doubt  that  Ameri- 
can exporters  will  increase  our  foreign  trade  and  easily  con- 
tinue to  distance  their  hide-bound  British  competitors. 

*        *        * 

WE  trust  and  believe  that  nobody  in  the  trade  will  be  so 
unintelligent  as  to  take  exception  to  this  statement, 
which  happens  to  be  favorable  to  the  A.  B.  C.  It  seems  to  us 
that  a  word  of  special  commendation  is  due  the  A.  B.  C.  pub- 
licity department,  conducted  by  James  E.  Sullivan.  Our  news- 
paper clippings  from  all  parts  of  the  country  show  how  gen- 
erally the  interviews  with  leading  A.  B.  C.  makers,  prepared 
and  sent  out  by  Mr.  Sullivan's  department,  are  being  pub- 
lished. These  interviews  arc  optimistic,  but  practical.  They 
will  do  much  to  maintain  cycling  enthusiasm.  They  will  put 
dollars  into  the  pockets  of  everybody  in  the  bicycle  business. 

■t    *    * 

DO  w-hat  yon  can  to  further  the  idea  of  domestic  parcels 
j)OSt,  and  parcels  post  treaties  with  other  nations.  Such 
a  treaty  already  exists  between  this  country  and  Germany. 
The  great  need  of  this  service  is  right  here,  in  our  own  land. 


LORD  ROBERTS,  now  down  in  South  Africa  managing 
Her  Majesty's  little  difiference  with  Kruger's  rough  rid- 
ers, is  elderly,  but  can  stand  a  stifif  pace  awheel.  He  may  have 
occasion,  before  he  returns  to  England,  to  test  the  bicycle's 
superiority  to  its  high-stepping  four-legged  competitor. 

*  ^:  * 

IT  is  the  custom  here  to  give  the  rider  certain  advice  for 
use  in  the  winter  time,  but  until  our  riders  are  educated 
to  the  use  of  the  English  rim-brake  we  will  be  deprived  of  the 
privilege  of  annually  warning  them  that,  among  other  things, 
the  brake  blocks  of  their  bicycles  should  be  well  vaselined. 

*  *  ^■^ 

THE  carrier  pigeon  is  doing  great  service  in  South  Africa. 
So  is  the  bicycle.  The  carrier  pigeon  is  the  veritable 
queen  of  the  air,  and  is  the  prototype  of  the  air  machine.  The 
bicvcle  is  the  obedient  servant  of  the  groundlings,  and  is  the 
prototype  of — what? 

*  *  iJc 

RUSKIN,  the  man  who  wrote  "The  Stones  of  Venice,"  who 
sacrificed  his  domestic  happiness  like  a  martyr,  who 
called  cyclists  cads  on  castors,  is  dead.  His  opinion  of  cycling 
was  forgiven  as  soon  as  it  was  uttered.  Great  souls  have  their 
small  eccentricities. 

MALICIOUS  statements  by  advertising  solicitors  of  cer- 
tain contemporaries  remind  us  of  the  Indian  who  las- 
soed a  locomotive.  It  showed  nerve  and  dislike,  but  did  not 
stop  the  locomotive  and  proved  highly  injurious  to  the  Indian. 

*  ;1:         A^ 

A  CONTEMPORARY  prints  all  the  dark-blue  statements 
it  can  dig  up  about  the  A.  B.  C.  The  A.  B.  C.  resents 
it.  The  publication  now  accuses  the  A.  B.  C.  of  failing  to 
appreciate  "good  will." 

-^  +  :!: 

SO  ^Milwaukee  will  get  the  League  Meet  next  summer.  Well, 
Milwaukee  is  a  hot  place  in  summer,  and  the  thirsty  ones 
won't  have  to  drink  up  the  lake.  The  meet  ought  to  be  a 
lively  aflfair. 


B 


EN  ERANKLIN  said:     "If  you  would  keep  yoiu"  sccrd 
from  an  enemy,  tell  it  not  to  a  friend." 


#;' 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SHOW. 

In  the  descriptions  of  exhibits  which  follow,  the  aim  is  to  cover  a  few  of  the  points  of  each  machine 
or  other  products,  which  would  be  likely  to  interest  the  dealer  who  is  looking  for  new  goods. 


AS  A  WHOLE. 


AMONG  the  cognoscenti,  the  know-it-alls, 
blase  journalists  of  the  cycling  press  in 
particular,  the  question  is  whether  or  not  this 
is  a  truly  representative  show.  The  men  best 
able  to  answer  this  question,  perhaps,  are  the 
bicycle  agents,  and  while  they  may  not  be 
solving  the  matter  quite  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  critical  gentlemen  of  the  press,  they  are 
certainly  attending  this  show — ^which  is  not 
supposed  to  be  a  "trade"  show — in  goodly 
numbers.  On  the  Monday  of  last  year's  show 
the  trade  attendance  was  fair.  This  year's 
record  is  a  decided  improvement.  By  half- 
past  11  last  Monday  morning  there  were  sev- 
eral hundred  visitors,  and  by  half-past  12  sev- 
eral exhibitors  estimated  that  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  them  were  retail  dealers.  In  view 
of  the  absence  of  a  number  of  independent 
makers  from  the  show  this  trade  attendance  is 
notable.  One  of  the  Lozier  salesmen,  Mr. 
Angus,  said  on  Saturday:  "I  have  just  come 
in  from  Pennsylvania,  where  most  of  the 
agents  I  have  met  recently  said  they  would 
attend  the  show."  Other  travelers  said  as 
much.  Points  as  far  away  as  Ohio  are  well 
represented. 

As  for  the  general  public,  the  9,950  out  of 
every  10,000,  some  of  them  may  have  noticed 
the  predominance  of  "American  Bicycle  Co." 
in  the  daily  newspaper  advertisements  of  the 
various  concerns,  but  it  has  not  deterred  them 
from  coming,  and  close  observation  fails  to 
discover  any  notable  tendency  except  a  desire 
to  see  every  feature  at  close  range. 

If  you  earn  your  living  reporting  shows  it 
seems  to  be  the  proper  caper  to  remark  that 
there  is  nothing  new.  The  public,  however, 
does  not  seem  to  suffer  from  this  professional 
weariness  of  perception,  and  with  one  dis- 
gruntled exception  the  local  newspapers  are 
correctly  representing  the  favorable  view  of 
the  general  public.  There  are  no  new  things 
that  will  revolutionize  cycle  construction.  But 
there  are  generally  adopted  novelties.  The 
chainless  gear,  the  coaster-brake,  the  rear 
wheel  coaster  and  front  wheel  brake  com- 
bined, the  Duck  rubber-covered  roller  brake, 
the  cushion  frame — these  and  other  devices 
are  applied  to  different  makes  of  wheels  in 
different  ways,  and  are  unquestionably  excit- 
ing attention. 

There  are  souvenirs  and  souvenir  hunters, 
but  they  are  of  minor  importance.  Except 
the  free  drawings  for  an  Iver  Johnson  and  a 
Tribune  bicycle. 

There  are  245  spaces,  occupied  by  107  ex- 
hibitors. Last  year  130  exhibitors  used  242 
spaces.  There  are  no  blank  spaces  this  time. 
There  is  just  enough  roominess  in  the  larger 
exhibits  to  allow  the  public  to  come  in  com- 
fortably   and    take    a    close    look    at    things. 


MADISON    SQUARE    GARDEN. 


STATISTICAL. 


—♦ 


WEATHER  AND  ATTENDANCE. 


Saturday  Night — Rainy,  but  a  full  house,  partly 
"paper."  The  exhibits  were  in  order  before  opening 
time,  8  p.  m.    Temperature,  54.    Last  year  it  was  40. 

Sunday — Fine,  clear  day.  A  few  exhibitors,  and  the 
pencil-pushers. 

Monday — Several  hundred  visitors  in  the  morning, 
and  several  exhibitors  said  before  noon  that  more  than 
two-thirds  were  bicycle  dealers,  putting  to-day's  trade 
attendance  ahead  of  Monday  of  last  year.  Good  after- 
noon attendance,  fine  attendance  at  night.  Weather 
excellent;  temperature  at  9  p.  m.,  44,  compared  with 
40  last  year. 

Tuesday. — Not  so  large  a  morning  attendance.  Visit- 
ing dealers  sleeping  late,  perhaps.  Afternoon  attend- 
ance just  fair;  notable  for  the  proportion  of  fashionable 
folk.  The  night  attendance  was  first-class  in  all  re- 
spects. Temperature  at  9  p.  m.,  47,  warmish  but 
breezy;  last  year's  temperature,  38,  and  rain. 

Wednesday. — As  in  1899,  a  bright  day.  Bracing 
wind  from  the  West.  The  kind  of  day  for  good  attend- 
ance. 


Total  Number  of  Machines. 

1899.  1900. 

Men's   chain-driven    210  217 

Women's   chain-driven    Ho  95 

Men's  chainless    *30  45 

Women's   chainless    11  18 

Juvenile 30  23 

Tandems    17  ■[■14 

Triplets     3  — 

Quadruplets    2  ' 

Quintuplet     1  

Sextuplet    1  

Septuplet    1  

Tricycle     1  1 

Total    422  413 

*Including  one  tandem, 
tlncluding   one   steam-driven. 

Some  Chainless  Figures. 

1899.  1900. 

Men's   machines    *30  45 

Women's   machines    U  18 

Total    41  63 

'Including  one  tandem. 

IVIiscellaneous. 

Chain-driven  machines  with  coaster  brakes 12 

Chainless   machines   with   coaster-brakes 6 

Chain-driven  machines   with  gear  cases 2 

*Chain-driven  machines  with,   cushion   frames 5 

Cushion   frame   chainless   machines — 

tStyles   of   acetylene   lamps 33 

Styles  of  oil  lamps ^ 9 

Styles  of  electric  lamps — 

*Two  with  coaster  brakes, 
tlncluding  carriage  lamps,  etc. 

Note: — Most  of  the  wheels  at  the  Show  had  single- 
tube  tires.  About  75  .per  cent  had  adjustable  handle- 
bars, mostly  cycle  makers'  own  makes. 


The  signs  are  artistic  and  inviting.  The  ceil- 
ing decoration  suggests  the  roof  of  a  huge 
circus  tent,  in  broad  white  and  yellow  stripes. 

More  automobile  exhibits  this  year  than 
last,  but  it  is  still  a  bicycle  show.  Interest  so 
far  centers  in  the  two-wheeler.  Later  many 
of  the  afternoon  visitors  will  doubtless  come 
especially  to  see  the  autos.  It  was  so  last 
year. 

Altogether,  as  a  big  public  exposition,  one 
to  be  written  and  telegraphed  about  to  all 
parts  of  the  country,  and  to  give  to  all  person- 
al visitors  a  fresh  impetus  in  the  direction  of 
riding,  buying  or  selling  the  bicycle,  this  show 
is  another  one  of  the  unbroken  series  of  Madi- 
son Square  Garden  successes.  There  does 
not  seem  to  be  any  climatic  disarrangement 
which  can  keep  the  crowd  away.  In  rainy  or 
zero  weather  the  attendance  is  not  affected. 
One  secret  of  this  is  the  interesting  variety 
in  the  crowd  itself.  No  crowd  like  a  Madison 
Square  Garden  crowd  to  attract  the  gregarious 
instinct.  It  is  made  up  in  suitable  proportions 
of  the  serious  and  the  gay,  the  man  of  busi- 


ness, the  woman  plain  and  voluptuous,  the 
aged,  the  young  and  hilarious.  It  is  a  good 
crowd  to  mix  with,  and  the  average  person  is 
looking  for  such  opportunities. 

Several  manufacturers  who  have  no  spaces 
in  the  Garden  are  exhibiting  their  goods  at 
various  hotels.  There  is  some  discussion  as 
to  whether  or  not  there  was  collusion  be- 
tween the  show  management  and  the  A.  B.  C. 
by  which  others  desiring  to  exhibit  were 
deprived  of  space.  This  theory  is  wrong,  to 
put  it  mildly.  It  was  possible  long  ago  for 
any  concern  to  secure  space.  The  A.  B.  C. 
did  finally  buy  a  big  block  of  spaces,  but  even 
then  there  remained  open  until  last  week 
several  desirable  main  floor  booths.  How- 
ever, the  manufacturers  who  have  hotel  head- 
quarters have  certain  advantages,  and  are  us- 
ing them  fully.  The  fly  who  enters  their  web 
cannot  flit  easily. 

The  automobiles  are  receiving  very  flatter- 
ing attention.  Their  chief  inning  is  in  the 
afternoon.  But  they  do  not  dominate  the 
Show. 
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Mechanicals 


-Shall  in  a  moment  pass, 


And  all  the  cycles  in  one  hour  elapse!" 

"Mechanical  efficiency,"  it  is  evident,  is  to 
be  the  bicycle  fad  for  1900.  The  Show  fairly 
bristles  with  it!  And  it  is  well  that  this  is 
so,  for  while  the  bicycle  has  passed  through 
many  eras  of  faddism  in  construction,  and  of 
which  fads  few  have  survived,  the  present 
era  promises  much  that  is  practical  and  of 
great  value  to  the  rider. 

The  "mechanical  efficiency"  of  a  bicycle  is 
a  term  which  indicates  the  percentage  of  the 
applied  power  which  is  utilized  in  propelling 
it  and  the  rider,  the  difference  between  the 
power  applied  and  the  power  utilized  being 
the  amount  of  power  consumed  or  wasted  in 
overcoming  the  friction  of  the  bicycle.  All 
this,  of  course,  is  elementary. 

And  while  it  is  true  that  the  dropped 
hanger,  the  narrow  tread,  the  high  gear  and 
the  low  frame  ideas  are  still  in  vogue,  the 
great  question  of  the  day  is  not  any  of  these, 
nor  how  much  does  it  weigh,  nor  what  does 
it  cost;  but  how  easily  does  it  run  under 
load  and  pressure,  up  and  down  hill  and  on 
the  level,  with  and  against  the  wind,  and 
what  return  do  I  get  for  the  power  expend- 
ed? The  sum  total  of  which  resolves  itself 
into  the  phrase,  "Wliat  is  its  mechanical  effi- 
ciency?" 

The  term  "mechanical  efficiency"  is  not 
used  here  as  a  catch-line,  nor  as  an  inspiration 
to  head  this  article,  for  lack  of  something 
better,  but  is  used  because  a  thorough  in- 
vestigation and  analysis  of  the  mechanical 
features  of  the  Show  justifies  its  use.  The 
perfection  of  material,  fitting  and  workman- 
ship of  the  chains  and  sprockets  shown  on 
chain-driven  bicycles,  the  symmetrical  an- 
gles and  contours  of  the  cups  and  cones 
used  in  their  bearings,  the  ingenious  novel- 
ties in  free-wheel  or  coaster-rear-hub  de- 
vices, the  closeness  and  compactness  of  the 
build  and  the  lines  of  the  frames  made  of 
both  seamless,  electric-welded  and  brazed 
high-carbon  tubing,  producing  great  stifTness 
and  rigidity  never  before  attained,  and  the 
wonderful  development  in  hardening  mate- 
rial for  gears  for  chainless  driving  and  the 
absolutely  exquisite,  yet  simple  devices  for 
adjusting  them;  and  this  increased  mechani- 
cal efficiency  is  the  net  result  of  the  refine- 
ment of  detail  produced  by  the  fixity  of  pat- 
tern and  apparent  finality  of  construction,  in 
addition  to  the  great  progress  in  gear-cutting 
methods;  and  last,  but  not  least,  the  remark- 
able strength  and  speed  qualities  of  this 
year's  air  tires,  to  say  nothing  of  many  other 
minor  but  important  devices  seen  at  the 
Show,  lead  to  only  one  and  that  an  obvious 
conclusion,  and  that  is,  that  we  are  about 
to  enter  into  the  greatest  era  of  mechanical 
efficiency  that  the  art  of  bicycle  construction 
has  ever  known.  Welcome,  therefore,  the  fad 
of  mechanical   efficiency. 

Reversion,  that  is,  a  return  to  earlier  and 
abandoned  methods  of  construction,  is  one  of 


the  decided  tendencies  of  the  Show,  and  the 
tendency  will  be  noted  and  commented  on  in 
this  review  in  the  proper  places.  As  it  has 
for  years  past,  the  bicycle  for  1900  shows  two 
absolute  tendencies;  one  is  a  fixity  of  pattern 
and  the  other  is  toward  a  reversion  in  the 
minor  details  of  construction.  The  most 
prominent  mechanical  features  of  the  Show 
are,  it  is  obvious,  the  chainless,  especially 
the  bevel-gear,  eighteen  makers  showing  the 
chainless  in  the  different  types,  and  the 
coaster-brake  devices,  nearly  every  maker  in 
the  Show  showing  one,  most  of  them  being 
of  well-known  special  patterns,  or  one  of  their 
own  design,  the  most  striking  of  these  being 
in  combination  with  chainless  driving. 

Chainless  Construction.     '     ^ 

This  is  one  of  the  great  mechanical  features 

of  the  Show.  There  are  no  new  types  of 
gears  to  be  seen,  but  the  old  and  well  known 
ones  are  wonderfully  improved  in  their  details 
of  construction,  especially  in  the  methods  of 
adjustment.  They  have  been  greatly  reduced 
in  weight,  treads  have  been  narrowed  since 
last  year's  Show  and  the  model  of  the  old 
League  chainless  shown  in  one  of  the  galleries 
looks  as  obsolete  in  comparison  with  the  types 


CRESCENT    CHAINLESS. 

of  to-day  as  if  it  were  a  century  old  and  not 
of  a  class  less  than  a  decade  old. 

Eighteen  makers  show  chainless  models,  of 
which  the  bevel-gear  is  easily  in  the  lead.  The 
Sager  roller-gear  is  shown  at  the  Stearns  ex- 
hibit, and  as  they  make  it  with  a  single  rear 
fork  enclosing  the  driving-rod,  it  cannot  be 
detected  when  the  gear  cases  are  on  from  a 
bevel-gear  construction,  and  the  slight 
trouble  had  last  year  in  the  cups  and  cones  has 
been  removed  and  the  gear  now  stands  the 
hardest  kind  of  use  and  abuse.  Most  of  the 
makers  use  the  bevel-gear  with  the  frame  as 
designed  by  the  Columbia  people,  and  with  a 
similar  circular  loop  with  a  hinged  opening 
at  the  rear  part  of  the  frame,  varying,  how- 
ever, somewhat  in  the  exact  design. 

Variations  of  the  bevel-gear  construction 
consist  in  placing  the  large  wheel  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  driving  axle  and  frame,  the  best 
known  types  of  which  are  the  Spalding, 
Barnes  and  Sterling.  The  Cleveland  bevel- 
gear  is  really  the  Columbia  gear  and  the  Col- 
umbia frame,  only  the  other  details  being 
Cleveland. 


Moomy's  bevel-gear  construction  differs 
from  the  others  shown  in  the  method  of  as- 
sembling and  adjusting  the  gears.  He  has, 
however,  a  very  simple  and  practical  method. 
As  already  mentioned,  the  makers  who  use 
bevel-gears  have  devoted  great  attention  to 
improved  methods  of  adjusting  them,  and  it  is 
difficult  in  the  present  state  of  the  art  to  see 
how  these  methods  of  adjusting  the  gears  and 
bearings  can  be  still  further  improved. 

In  the  Crescent  model  the  nickel-plate  cov- 
ering the  front  gears  is  threaded  into  the 
crank-hanger  and  has  a  knurled  edge,  so  that 
it  can  be  readily  removed  without  the  use  of 
tools.  Both  cranks  are  readily  detachable 
from  the  axle,  so  that  the  adjustment  of  the 
front  gears  or  bearings  can  be  quickly  got  at. 
It  has  been  found  by  experience  that  heavy 
grease,  like  wagon  axle-grease,  is  the  best 
lubricant  for  the  chainless,  and  in  order  to 
provide  for  the  ready  insertion  of  this  kind  of 
lubricant  without  taking  the  gear  covers  off, 
the  Crescent  people  have  provided  openings 
at  the  crank-hanger  and  in  the  rear-gear  cover 
which  are  closed  by  tight-fitting  screw  caps. 

The  Spinroller  gear,  which  was  largely  used 
by  the  Victor  people  last  year,  has  been 
changed  somewhat  in  its  details.  They  now 
use  a  flange  hub  with  improved  rollers.  The 
gear  cases  have  also  been  changed,  the  rear 
one  being  of  aluminum  and  the  front  one  of 
steel,  nickel-plated.  The  gears  are  easily  de- 
tached and  assembled,  and  the  same  may  be 
said  of  all  the  bevel-gears  shown.  The  Spin- 
roller  people  show  a  Victor  having  their  gear 
and  also  a  coaster-brake  of  their  own  design, 
which  is  described  elsewhere. 

The  Bullis  ball-gear,  although  the  last  to 
be  described,  is  certainly  not  least  in  its  me- 
chanical efficiency  and  the  interest  it  has  at- 
tracted at  the  Show.  As  is  well  known,  this 
gear  resembles  the  bevel-gear  in  appearance, 
because  one  of  each  intermeshing  pair  of  gears 
has  a  fixed  involute  tooth,  but  differs  from  the 
bevel-gear  because  it  has  a  rolling  line  of 
contact  as  the  bevel-gear  has  not.  The  inter- 
meshing gear  is  fitted  with  a  series  of 
balls  which  take  the  place  of  the  regular  teeth 
and  are  mounted  upon  hardened  and  ground 
pins,  and  are  free  to  revolve  upon  their  axes 
and  are  firmly  supported  at  both  ends.  The 
finish  and  workmanship  of  these  gears  is  sim- 
ply exquisite;  the  combination  of  this  gear 
with  the  Bullis  coaster  and  brake  may  be  pro- 
nounced one  of  the  great  mechanical  features 
of  the  Show. 

Forks  and  Crowns. 

There  are  no  new  things  in  front  forks  at 
the  Show.  The  arch  crown  is  not  as  popular 
as  it  was,  the  one-piece  flat  crown  and  the 
double-plate  flat  crown  being  largely  in  favor 
again  among  the  makers;  and,  right  here,  it 
is  well  to  say  that  their  use  again  is  one  of 
the  most  striking  instances  of  reversion  to 
be  seen.  The  makers  of  the  Columbia  have 
abandoned  their  familiar  box-crown,  with  its 
nickel-plated  centre,  and  are  showing  the  flat 
single-plate   crown   with   lugs   extending  into 
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FORTUNE  knocks  once  at  every  man^s  door/*  but,  Mr. 
Dealer,  don^t  be  like  the  Irishman  who  said  he  was 
**out''  when  Fortune  knocked  at  his  door! 

If  you  take  the  Manson  Agency,  your  fortune  is 
made.  This  is  not  just  talk — nor  "capitalized 
wind." 

We  are  Independent  Makers;  we  make  the 
best,  as  well  as  the  handsomest  wheel  ever  built,  and 
we  sell  it  at  the  lowest  price  ever  asked  for  such  goods. 

Our  guarantee  is  the  only  one  of  the  kind 
ever  offered.  We  replace  any  defective  parts  found  in 
the  Manson,  free  of  charge,  and  we  pay  express 
charges  both  ways. 

No  dealer  can  afford  to  let  the  Manson  Agency 
go  by.  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel,  New  York,  this  week; 
Chicago  all  the  year  ^round. 

Price-list  on  application. 


MANSON  CYCLE  CO., 


INDEPENDENT   MAKERS. 


MANSON  SQUARE,  CHICAGO. 


Kindly  menition  The  Wheel. 
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the  fork  sides,  but  which  is  erroneously  de- 
scribed in  their  catalogue  as  having  the  fork 
sides  entering  into  the  crown.  The  flat  sin- 
gle-plate crown  is  also  used  on  the  Cleveland, 
Tribune,  Snell  and  others,  and  this  reversion 
is  a  revival  of  the  fittest,  combining,  as  it 
does,  strength,  simplicity  and  low  cost.  Very 
little  is  said  by  the  makers  as  to  the  use  of 
forgings  and  stampings  for  their  connections, 
both  being  used  now  so  largely  in  combina- 
tion that  it  cannot  be  truly  said  that  one  is 
being  more  largely  used  than  the  other.  The 
distinctive  triple  front  fork  of  the  Lyndhurst, 
while  not  new,  is  still  to  be  commended  for 
its  strength  and  beauty. 

-  k  pii- 

Sprockets  and  Gears,      'v   « 

While  higher  gears  are  plentifully  shown, 
large  sprockets  have  reached  the  height  of 
their  popularity,  and  a  distinct  reversion  is 
setting  in  towards  the  use  of  smaller  sprock- 
ets.    The  makers  of  the  Cleveland  have  gone 
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P.  FORG'S  SPROCKET. 
to  the  extreme  in  this  matter.     Not  only  do 
they   show   a  seven-tooth   rear   sprocket,   but 
also   show  a  ladies'   bicycle   fitted   with  a  15- 
tooth  front  and  a  six-tooth  rear  sprocket. 

A  small  rear  sprocket  wears  out  rapidly 
and  puts  an  immense  torsional  strain  on  the 
spokes  and  bearings.  Most  of  the  makers 
are  showing  rear  sprockets  having  eight, 
nine  and  ten  teeth,  and  a  few  have  eleven 
and   twelve  teeth. 

Front  sprockets,  running  from  15  to  32 
teeth   for  singles  and  as  high  as  42  teeth  for 


FAUBER  SPROCKET  DESIGNS. 

nuilticycles  are  seen.  The  standard  equip- 
ment for  men  is  74  2-3  to  78,  and  for  women 
68  4-9  to  72. 

Chains. 

The  only  new  thing  in  a  chain  is  shown  on 
the  Columbia  and  Rambler,  and  that  merely 
consists  of  having  a  diamond-shaped  point  in 


the  centre  of  the  bottom  part  of  the  side- 
plate,  and  this  projection  only  serves  as  a 
guide.  The  use  of  a  3-16-inch  chain  is  al- 
most universal,  a  very  few  -J-inch  chains 
being  used;  mostly  on  racing  and  light  road 
models. 

The    slight   gain   in    weight    by   the    use   of 
these    ^-inch    chains    is    more    than    offset   by 


THE   COLUMBIA   CHAIN, 
their  loss  in  strength,  the  blocks  being  st'-ong 
enough,  but  the  side  plates,  as  a  rule,  being 
too  thin  and  weak. 

Weights. 

Weights  have  been  materially  reduced  to 
meet  the  demand  for  a  lighter  road  wheel. 
Light  road  bicycles  with,  of  course,  the  light- 
est possible  equipment,  weigh  from  19  to  22^ 
pounds;  the  W'olf?- American  showing  one 
suspended  from  a  scale  on  a  tripod,  weighing 
19  pounds  and  12  ounces.  The  greatest  re- 
duction in  weights,  however,  has  been  made 
in  the  ciiuinless  models,  they  now  averaging 
about  26  pounds. 

Chain  models  of  the  regular  road  pattern 
run  from  23  to  25  pounds,  ladies'  models  of 
the  same  type  being  about  one  and  one-half 
pounds  heavier.  The  light  road  models  are 
well  designed  and  should  stand  hard  usage  in 
the   hands   of  experienced   riders  everywhere. 

Gear  Cases. 

Only  two  gear  cases  are  shown.  These  are 
very    much    alike,    being    made    of    aluminum 


CLEVELAND  GEAR  CASE, 
and  flexible  rubber  and  enameled  black.  They 
are  shown  on  a  Wolfif-American  and  a  Cleve- 
land, and  are  exceedingly  neat  and  pretty. 
The  American  inability  to  appreciate  a  good 
thing  will  no  doubt  surprise  our  English 
cousins  when  they  read  this. 

Wood  Rims  and  Guards. 

There  is  not  a  metal  rim  to  be  found  in 
the  .Show,  the  wood  rim  only  being  used;  the 
l)lain  varnished  rim  is.  however,  completely 
out  of  style,  and  on  the  few  wheels  tliat  they 
are  used  they  almost  invariably  indicate  a 
mark  of  low  degree.  The  gaudy  striped 
rims,  which  were  so  popular  a  year  ago  at 
the  Show,  are  still  shown  at  the  rim-makers' 
stands,  but  on  the  bicycles  in  the  booths, 
black  rims,  with  fine  gold  stripes,  are  prom- 
inent. Spalding  uses  a  black  rim,  with  red 
centre    stripe.     1*11?    Crescent    uses    a    stained 


mahogany-finished  rim,  and  many  of  the 
other  makers  enamel  the  rims  to  match 
the  frames,  and  have  either  a  broad  or  a 
narrow  gold  stripe  on  them. 

Another  distinct  reversion  is  the  growing 
use  of  metal  guards  for  the  rear  wheels  and 
chains  on  ladies'  bicycles.  These,  when  col- 
ored, cannot  be  detected  from  the  wooden 
ones,  which  are  also  used  in  colors  now. 
Some  of  the  makers  use  the  wooden  dress- 
guard  and  a  metal  chain-guard.  It  seems  a 
queer  thing  that  the  wood  rim  is  the  only 
thing  in  wood  that  has  retained  its  place  in 
bicycle  construction.  Wooden  handle-bars 
are  seldom  used,  and  are  not  shown  at  the 
Show,  and  while  many  of  the  wooden  dress 
and  chain  guards  are  well  made  and  durable, 
the  majority  of  them  were  so  poorly  made 
that  they  warped  and  split  so  that  the  return 
to  metal  guards  became  almost  a  necessity. 

Tires. 

The    "hose-pipe"    tire    still  has    the    flot 
the  double-tube  tire  being  rarely  shown,  the"" 
only  exception  to  this  being  the  Dunlop  de- 
tachable inner  tube  tire,  which  has  been  im- 
proved  this   year   by    the    addition   of   a   flap 
which  is  fastened  to  one  side  of  the  shoe  and 
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METALLIC   TIRE. 
lies   between   the   inner   tube   and   the   rmi,   so 
as  to  protect  the  inner  tube  from  being  punc- 
tured by  any  projecting  spoke  end. 

The  G.  &  J.  detachable  tire  is  gaining  in 
favor  and,  when  on  the  rims,  can  hardly  be 
detected  in  appearance  from  the  single-tube 
tire.  They  have  these  obvious  advantages, 
however,  over  the  single-tube  tire,  that  they 
cannot  creep  on  the  rim  nor  be  cut  by  it; 
neither  do  they  need  cementing  on — a  filthy 
process  at  any  time,  especially  in  hot  weather. 
The    IJ-inch    tire    is    the    regular    catalogue 


DIAMOND    DIAriTRAGM     11 RK. 

specification  and  l|-inch  is  offered  as  an  op- 
tion, although  the  latter  is  certainly  prefera- 
ble for  road  work  from  every  point  of  view. 
The  demand,  however,  seems  to  he  growing 
fur    llu'     IJ-inch     tire       The    onlv    new    tire 
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shown  is  one  called  the  Metallic,  which  has 
a  number  of  rivets  with  the  heads  on  the  in- 
side of  the  tread  and  riveted  on  the  outside. 
This  tire  is  furnished  either  as  a  complete 
tire  or  as  an  envelope  or  extra  cover  to  lace 
over  the  regular  tire.  The  rivets  are  close 
together  and  resemble  an  ordinary  tack  in 
appearance,  and  this  led  a  witty  observer  to 
remark  that  this  might  be  an  unpuncturable 
tire,  because  there  were  so  many  tacks  in  it 
already  that  there  was  no  room  for  more. 
The  objections  to  it  are  its  weight,  the  num- 
ber of  holes  punched  in  it  by  the  rivets  and 
its  liability  to  rust  in  damp  weather. 

The  Goodrich  Co.  show  a  self-healing  in- 
ner tube  for  use  in  double-tube  tires,  which 
appears  to  be  a  good  thing.  They  also  make 
the  Palmer  tire  with  an  extra  heavy  tread. 

Hubs  and  Spokes. 

There  is  very  little  that  is  really  new  in 
hub  and  spoke  construction.  The  Columbia 
people  show  a  flangeless  hub,  with  a  ball- 
head  spoke,  which  is  only  really  a  slight  mod- 
ification of  a  similar  hub  and  spoke  shown 
last  year  by  the  makers  of  the  Cleveland,  and 
still  used  by  them.     Only  one  maker  has  the 


THE    STERLING   FRONT    HUB. 

temerity  to  show  a  direct  spoke — the  Sterl- 
ing using  it  only  on  the  front  wheel.  The 
craze  for  hubs  having  transverse  flanges, 
using  a  rivet-headed  spoke,  appears  to  be  on 
the  wane.  Barrel-hubs  having  flanges  and 
barrel-hubs  without  flanges,  using  hooked- 
ended  spokes,  are  again  in  favor.  "Sun- 
beam," or  twisted  spokes,  are  rarely  shown. 
The  makers  of  the  Cleveland  continue  to  blue 
their  spokes.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  we  might 
well  imitate  the  English  custom  of  coloring 
and  enameling  our  spokes,  they  being  quicker 
to  rust  than  any  of  the  other  bright  parts, 
and  with  the  exception  already  noted,  all  the 
makers  use  tangent  spokes,  but  the  question 
of  tying  them  at  the  crossing  or  not  tying 
them  at  all  is  still  unsettled.  Butt-ended 
spokes  are  used  by  nearly  all  the  makers,  and 
lighter  ones  are  in  favor,  using,  however, 
more  spokes  to  the  wheel,  and  without  in- 
creasing the  width  of  the  chain-line  the  hub 
flanges  are  spread  wider  apart  to  stiffen  the 
wheel.  In  the  Crescent,  to  secure  this  re- 
sult, the  flange  on  the  sprocket  side  of  the 
rear  wheel  has  a  buttonhole  device  for  in- 
serting the  spoke.  The  Thistle  has  the  small, 
thin  hub,  with  deep  flanges,  and  which  for  no 
good  reason  is  obsolete. 


Ilandle-Bars 

are  not  shown  in  any  new  shapes,  the  me- 
chanical ingenuity  of  the  handle-bar  makers, 
and  their  ability  to  twist  tubing  up  into  vari- 
ous shapes,  having  evidently  been  exhausted 
long  ago.  There  are  two  bars  shown,  which, 
while  not  really  new,  are  destined  to  be  very 
popular.  The  one  is  a  bar  having  a  forward 
piece  horizontally  extended  from  the  top  of 
the  stem,  the  bar  itself  being  adjustable  at 
the  forward  end  of  this  extra  stem.  The 
other  is  a  bar  made  by  a  little  maker  named 
Francis,  of  Brooklyn,  which  is  not  designed 
to  take  a  cemented-on  grip,  but  intended  to 
take  soft  rubber  grips  so  that  they  can  be  slid 
in  any  desired  position. 

A  rounded  ferrule  having  a  projecting  edge 
prevents  the   grip  from   slipping   off   without 


THE  FRANCIS  HANDLE-BAR. 

a  violent  pull.  It  is  needless  to  say  the  ad- 
justable bar  is  used  more  largely  than  all  the 
others  combined,  seven-eighths  inch  being  the 
regulation  size,  and  width  running  from  16 
to  22  inches.  Internal  fastenings  are  used 
almost  exclusively  to  fasten  the  handle-bars, 
but  a  distinct  reversion  has  set  in  towards 
using  the  pinch-bind  bolt  and  nut  for  seat- 
post  fastening.  This  reversion  is  a  move  in 
the  right  direction.  Many  of  the  internal 
fasteners  heretofore  used  on  seat-posts  neces- 
sitated the  removal  of  the  saddle  in  order  to 
get  at  the  bolt  and  nut  which  operated  the 
internal  fastener.  The  weight  of  the  rider  also 
had  a  tendency  to  force  down  the  seat-post. 
It  is  well,  however,  to  say  here  that  the  bolts 
and  nuts  now  used  at  the  seat-post  cluster 
are  extremely  neat  and  harmonize  with  the 
tendency  to  neatness  and  narrowness  at  this 


A   NEW  BAR. 

point.  Such  notable  makers  as  the  Crescent, 
Columbia  and  Cleveland  now  use  the  bolt  and 
nut  for  a  seat-post  fastening.  The  new  Co- 
lumbia fastening,  however,  being  a  clever 
combination  of  the  interior  fastener  and  the 
bolt  and  nut. 

Cranks  and  Crank-Axles. 

No  novelties  are  displayed,  the  most  no- 
ticeable thing  being  that  few  of  the  two-piece 
crank-axles,  of  which  tlie  Columbia  is  a  no- 
table type  and  exception,  survive.  The  one- 
piece  crank-axle  is  more  largely  used  than 
ever  by  both  big  and  little  makers,  the  round- 
tapering  crank  and  the  oval  bayonet  or  dia- 


mond shape  being  the  most  popular.  The  L 
crank  and  axle,  originally  designed  by  Latta, 
is  more  largely  used  than  ever,  the  design 
having  one  crank  and  the  axle  in  one  piece, 
the  other  crank  being  fastened  to  it  in  a 
variety  of  ways,  preferably  with  either  two 
or  four  square  sides,  slightly  tapering  on  the 
axle  and  locked  by  a  set  screw  or  lock-nut. 
Spalding  has  adopted  the  three-piece  method, 
but  fastened  as  just  described,  having  aban- 
doned his  old  well-known  method,  placing  his 
crank  on  enlarged  and  on  one  side  of  his 
crank-axle.  The  good  old  cotter-pin  is  used 
on  only  one  bicycle  in  the  show — the  Ram- 
bler^ — who  use  it  on  one  side  of  the  L-shape 
crank  and  axle  to  fasten  their  well-known 
claw-shaped  sprocket  to  the  axle.  Seven 
inches  appears  to  be  the  standard  length  for 
cranks  on  men's  bicycles,  although  Fauber 
shows  a  7J-inch  crank.  On  ladies'  bicycles 
the  6|-inch  crank  is  the  standard.  An  odd 
length,  6f  inches,  is  used  on  the  Cleveland. 
The  pedals  are  in  every  instance  threaded  di- 
rectly into  the  crank  without  the  use  of  a 
lock-nut.  The  flat,  square  section  crank  is 
still  used  by  Stearns  and  others. 

Bearings. 

The  use  of  the  disc  adjustment  has  been  al- 
most abandoned,  the  regular  thing  being  a 
fixed  cup  and  cone  adjustment,  excepting  in 
a  few  instances,  where  the  method  is  reversed 
in  the  crank-hanger.     Ball-retainers  and  sep- 


THE  AMERICAN  ROLLER-BEARING. 

arators,  especially  the  latter,  are  more  largely 
used  than  ever;  the  separator,  as  used  this 
year  on  the  Cleveland,  is  noticeable  for  the 
absence  of  the  rollers,  which  were  never  of 
any   use   whatever. 

A  roller-bearing,  called  the  American  roll- 
er-bearing, is  shown,  in  which  the  large 
rollers  are  separated  by  a  smaller  roller.  A 
peculiarity  of  this  bearing  is  that  it  is  not 
adjustable,  the  makers  claiming  that  the  wear 
is  so  slight  that  no  adjustment  is  necessary. 
They  show  it  on  a  bicycle  and  on  a  wagon 
wheel.  In  the  early  history  of  bicycle  con- 
struction roller-bearings  were  tried  and  aban- 
doned, and  it  is  not  likely  that  they  will  be 
taken  up  again  by  the  bicycle-makers.  Vehi- 
cle and  automobile-makers  will  undoubtedly 
use  them  largely,  as  they  are  prejudiced 
against  the  use  of  ball-bearings.  Riker  uses 
ball-bearings  on  one  of  his  autos.  and  con- 
demns them,  while  the  Chicago  Screw  Co., 
who  make  a  specialty  of  ball-bearings  for 
heavy  vehicles,  say  that  it  is  only  a  question 
of  the  right  material  and  enough  of  it  and 
the  proper  design  and  workmanship  to  make 
them  a  success.  Experience  has  shown  that 
they  are  right. 
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Enamels. 


Black  is,  of  course,  the  predominating 
enamel,  but  the  Stearns  Yellow  Fellow,  the 
Barnes  White  Flyer,  the  green  Sterling,  the 
russet  Clipper  and  the  robin's-egg  blue  Tri- 
bune and  Salamander  Wolff-American  are 
still  shown.  Variations  of  enameling  consist 
of  making  the  head  and  sometimes  the  diag- 
onal stay  one  color,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
frame  black;  as  an  example,  the  Union  has 
a  white  head  and  black  frame,  and  the  Ram- 
bler has  a  maroon  head  and  diagonal  stay 
and  joints  and  black  frame. 

There  are  many  variations  on  this,  but  these 
examples  will  suffice  to  show  the  slight  ten- 
dency in  this  direction.  Very  few  nickel- 
plated  bicycles  are  shown,  and  it  is  to  be 
assumed  that  those  shown  were  only  made 
for   show  purposes. 

The  Frame. 

Frames  have  not  materially  changed,  the 
drop  of  the  crank-hanger  averaging  about  2J 
inches  and  the  wh.eel-base  averaging  about 
43J-  inches. 

Heads  have  been  lengthened  somewhat,  es- 
pecially in  ladies'  models,  and  in  which  pat- 
tern the  double-loop  one  is  almost  supreme, 
the  single-loop  pattern  being  almost  extinct, 
and  is  shown  by  one  maker  only — the  Ram- 
bler. The  drop-frame  having  two  straight 
tubes  is  also  almost  extinct.  Considerable 
alteration  has  been  made  in  the  angles  or  rake 
of  the  diagonal  tubes  in  the  diamond  frames, 
the  makers,  as,  for  instance,  the  Steams,  who 
always  raked  their  diagonal  tubes  more  than 
the  majority  of  the  makers,  now  place  it  more 
vertical  or  forward  at  the  top,  and  the  mak- 
ers of  the  Wolff-American,  who  raked  their 
diagonal  tube  less  than  any  other  maker,  have 
now  given  it  more  rake  backward. 

Flush  joints  are  used  by  the  majority  of 
the  makers,  the  notable  exception  being  the 
Spalding,  who  still  use  a  lap-joint  at  the  head, 
and  the  Rambler,  who  use  the  outside  rein- 
forced spear-head  joint.  One-and-one-eighth- 
inch  tubing  is  the  popular  size  for  the  main 
part  of  the  frame,  but  great  variations  exist 
in  the  rear  part  of  the  frame,  where  D-shaped 
tubing,  oval  tubing,  round  tubing  and 
tapered-round  tubing  are  used  in  all  possible 
combinations. 

The  back  stays  above  the  rear  wheel  are 
nearly  always  joined  there  closely  together  in 
all  patterns,  every  effort  being  made  to  make 
a  neat  and  close  built  cluster  at  the  seat-pillar 
bracket.  Seamless  drawn  tubing  is  not  so 
largely  used  as  in  former  years,  lapped,  brazed 
and  electrically  welded  rolled  tubing  being 
largely  used. 

The  most  striking  novelty  in  frame  con- 
struction and  one  that  must  eventually 
supersede  the  present  mode  of  brazing 
the  tubes  of  the  frame  together,  is  an 
electrically  welded  frame  in  which  every 
joint  is  electrically  welded,  or,  more 
properly  speaking,  fused  together  by  elec- 
tricity, the  joint,  after  being  filed  up.  being 
invisible.  This  novel  construction  is  shown 
by  the  Standard  Welding  Co.,  of   Cleveland, 


O.,  and  is  worthy  of  the  inspection  of  every 
master  mechanic  in  the  employ  of  the  great 
cycle  makers. 

Fowler  still  shows  his  well-known  truss 
frame.  The  cushion-frame  is  catching  on 
again,  a  number  of  makers  showing  it.  This 
increased  use  is  to  be  largely  attributed  to 
the  use  of  bicycles  for  business  purposes  in 
our  city  streets  and  the  very  rational  demand 
for  increased  comfort.  A  new  one  shown  is 
the  Williams,  which  has  an  extra  diagonal 
tube,  at  the  top  of  which  is  hinged  a  forwardly 
extending  bar  telescoping  into  the  main  up- 
per tube  and  operates  therein  through  the 
medium  of  two  coiled  springs.  It  looks  like 
a  practical  thing.  Bearing  cases  are  set  very 
close  on  top  of  the  fork-crowns,  thus  bring- 
ing the  main  lower  tube  closer  to  the  front 
wheel,  giving  increased  stiffness  and  com- 
pactness, which  will  remind  the  old-timers  of 
the  close  build  of  the  good  old  ordinary, 
"where  the  backbone  almost  touched  the 
front  wheel."  Summed  up,  the  frame  of  the 
year  is  a  stylish  and  substantial  one. 

Pedals 

show  no  striking  changes,  a  novelty  be- 
ing the  Sartus  balance-pedal  and  a  new  pat- 


S.  &  G.   PEDAL, 
tern    of    the    Corbin    swinging    pedal.      The 
Wolff-American   peop!e   show   a   combination 


WOLFF  PEDAL, 
pedal     having     a     triangular-shaped     rubber 
which  can  be   turned  to  present  a  new   sur- 
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method  of  fastening  the  rubbers  in  their 
pedals  with  a  split  cotter-pin  which  was  un- 
doubtedly the  best  method  for  fastening 
pedal  rubbers,  the  objection  to  the  bolt 
and  nut  being  that  the  vibration  loosens  the 
nut,  causing  it  to  fall  off,  and  they  are  now 
using  a  detachable  pedal  rubber,  which  is 
stretched   on   over  the   plate   and   which   will 


CORBIN  SWINGING  PEDAL, 
face  when  one  side  is  worn  out.    The  makers 
of     the      Crescent     have      abandoned     their 


c> 
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RAMBLER  PEDAL. 

never  stand  the  hard  usage  that  Crescent 
riders  will  give  it.  It  is,  however,  a  good 
pedal  rubber  for  repairs  and  replacement  of 
worn  pedal  rubbers  of  other  types.  Most  of 
the  pedals  have  the  H  frame  of  the  Record 
style  with  forged  centres,  others  having  the 
riveted  up  frame  and  outside  tread.  The  "tin" 
pedal  is  noticeable,  however,  by  its  absence. 
For  scorchers  using  a  low  hanger  and  long 
crank  the  flat,  one-sided  lightweight  Record 
pedal  and  a  similar  but  combined  pedal  and 
adjustable  stirrup  toe-clip  is  largely  displayed. 

Coaster-Brake  Devices 

are  one  of  the  two  great  mechanical  fea- 
tures of  the  Show.  One  of  the  greatest 
pleasures  .of  the  riders  of  the  "good  old  ordi- 
nary" was  to  coast.  The  skilled  rider  of  the 
high  wheel  coasted  at  every  possible  oppor- 
tunity; every  decline,  however  slight,  was  a 
rest  from  labor  for  him.  Just  imagine  a 
rider  on  a  54-inch  high  wheel,  seated  well 
back  on  his  long-hammock  saddle,  legs  on 
the  handle-bar,  horizontally  or  else  hanging 
down  alongside  of  the  fork-sides,  his  hands 
off  the  handle-bars,  and  sailing  down  the  hill 
as  free  as  a  bird.  It  certainly  was  an  ex- 
hilarating spectacle,  and,  to  those  who  have 
long  cherished  the  memory  of  it,  the  fad  for 
coaster-brake  devices  is  a  welcome  one.  At 
the  '98  Show  the  Eclipse  Bicycle  Co.  showed 
their  now  well-known  Morrow  coaster  and 
brake.  It  differed  somewhat  from  the  present 
one,  inasmuch  as  the  rear  wheel  only  coasted 
forward,  could  not  be  rolled  backward,  and  the 
brake  was  a  spoon  pattern,  operated  by  a 
clutch  and  acting  on  the  rear  tire,  somewhat 
resembling  in  action  the  Globe  brake  shown 
on  a  Manhattan  at  the  present  Show.  The 
present  type  of  Morrow  brake  is  so  well 
known  that  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  describe 
it  in  detail  here.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that 
it  operates  on  a  clutch  which  locks  the  rear 
hub  and  sprocket  on  a  forward  pull  on  the 
chain,  and  releases  the  sprocket  from  the  hub 
on  a  slight  rearward  pull  on  the  chain,  leav- 
ing the  rear  wheel  to  run  free  and  independ- 
ent of  the  sprockets  and  chains.  The  brake 
is  operated  by  stronger  back  pressure  on  the 
pedals,  which  locks  the  whole  affair,  causing 
it  to  act  as  a  brake.     The  Morrow  brake  did 
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not  obtain  any  great  popularity  liere  for  a 
while,  but  on  its  introduction  into  England 
it  met  with  a  great  reception  and  caused  the 
reintroduction  of  brakes  of  a  similar  type 
which  had  long  been  known  there.  It  is  now 
as  great  a  success  in  England  as  it  is  here. 

The  amount  of  interest  this  brake  and  oth- 
ers attracted  in  England  called  renewed  at- 
tention to  it  here,  and  during  the  Shows  of 
'99  it  was  shown  again,  as  were  also  a  num- 
ber of  others.  Some  of  these  have  not  sur- 
vived. The  Morrow  brake  is  more  largely 
shown  than  any  other  device  of  this  kind, 
nearly  every  maker  at  the  Show  cataloguing 
it  as  an  option  at  an  added  cost. 

Another  well-known  device  is  the  New  De- 
parture,  and   what   attracts   particular   atten- 
tion to  it  at  this  time  is  because  of  its  appli- 
cation   to    a   bevel-gear,    a    chainless    of   the 
Spalding  type.     The  combination  is  certainly 
a  unique   one   and  the   mechanical   sharps   of 
the   trade   and    sport   have    examined   it   with 
great  interest.     It  is  operated  by  means  of  a 
driving  clutch  in  the  centre  of  the  hub,  the 
method  of  using  it  being,  of  course,  the  same 
as  on  the  Morrow.    It  uses  a  large  hub  shell. 
The  internal   driver  is  a  coarse  worm-thread 
on    a    sleeve,    which    operates    on    a    similar 
groove  on  a  sleeve  which  has  a  cone  on  its  in- 
terior   right    side.      In   pedaling   forward   the 
worm-threaded  sleeve  is  driven  into  the  right- 
hand  side  of  the  shell,  locking  it  on  the  coast- 
ing set  of  balls.     In  coasting  the  worm-sleeve 
and  cone  are  thrown  to  the  centre  of  the  hub 
and  out  of  play.    In  putting  on  the  brake  the 
sleeve,  which  also  has  a  cone  on  the  left  side, 
is  carried  over  to  that  side,  there  expanding 
a  heavy,  flat  steel  spring  against  a  drum-case 
on  the  left  of  the  hub.     The  brake  instantly 
releases  itself  without  a  kick-off  and  the  bi- 
cycle can  then  be  rolled  in  either  direction. 
It  also  has  a  spring  around  the  worm-sleeve 
which  carries  the  pedal  over  and  prevents  in- 
voluntary coasting  over  ruts  and  car-tracks. 
The  Wyoma  coaster  and  brake  is  another 
popular  one.     Instead  of  using  balls,  hardened 
tool-steel  rollers  are  used  in  the  clutch  and  in 
the  roller  carriers,  the  object  being  to  over- 
come some  objections  to  other  makes  which 
use  balls  for  this  purpose. 

The  Nester  coaster  and  brake  has  entirely 
novel  features  which  are  embodied  in  this 
device  making  it  materially  different  from 
all  others.  A  set  of  rollers  are  used  for  driv- 
ing. Another  set  are  used  to  operate  the 
brake.  The  brake  consists  of  two  V-shaped 
pieces  of  metal,  which  are  pressed  against 
the  under  side  of  a  large  disc  on  the  hub  by 
back-pedaling.  The  amount  of  pressure  to 
be  applied  is  at  the  option  of  the  rider,  and 
the  brake  releases  itself.  There  is  no  back- 
lash whatever. 

Sager  has  a  new  coaster  and  brake  fitted 
on  an  Orient  having  a  Sager  roller  chainless 
gear.  Like  the  other  coaster  devices  on 
chainless  bicycles,  it  is  an  interesting  com- 
bination. It  uses  a  large  barrel  hub,  revolv- 
ing around  a  smaller  internal  hub  on  balls, 
the  internal  hub  carrying  the  mechanism,  but 
as  the  model  shown  was  assembled  and  in  use 


and  those  showing  it  were  not  familiar  with 
it,  it  cannot  be  more  fully  described  here. 

The  Columbia  coaster-brake  acts  as  the 
rear  tire.  A  wire  rod  running  from  an  ex- 
tended arm  on  the  rear  hub  connecting  the 
brake  spoon,  which  is  clamped  on  both  sides 
of  the  rear  forks.  The  rest  of  the  device  is 
contained  on  the  rear  hub.  The  objection  to 
this  brake  is  not  altogether  on  account  of  be- 
ing a  tire  brake,  but  also  because  of  the  great 
strain  it  throws  on  the  rear  forks,  which  al- 
ready have  burdens  to  bear.  It  is  also  used 
on  the  Spalding  and  Cleveland  and  other  A. 
B.  C.  makes. 

A  Cleveland  has  the  only  "free  wheel"  in 
the  Show.  It  is  a  coaster  device  without  a 
back-pedaling  brake,  with  a  clutch  movement 
working  on  five  rollers.  This  style  of  coaster 
is  very  popular  in  England.  On  the  model 
shown  is  attached  a  front  wheel  brake. 

The  A.  B.  C.  coaster  and  brake  is  shown 
at  the  Stearns  exhibit,  and  is  to  be  used  by 
all  the  makers  in  the  A.  B.  C.  It  differs  from 
most  of  the  other  devices  of  this  style  shown, 
by  having  the  clutch  bearing  on  both  sides  of 
the  hub  and  not  on  one  side,  as  is  usual,  thus 
eliminating  all  side  strain  upon  the  bearings. 
A  short  arm  projects  from  each  side  of  the 
hub  and  is  fastened  by  clamps  underneath  the 
rear  forks,  so  that  the  entire  strain  of  braking 
the  bicycle  is  held  by  the  mechanism  and  not 
by  the  rider's  foot,  requiring  only  a  very 
slight  pressure  to  put  it  in  action.  It  will  be 
made  in  all  special  types  of  hubs,  such  as  are 
used  by  the  various  makers  of  the  A.  B.  C. 
It  does  not  require  any  special  size  of  spokes, 
both  hub  flanges  being  the  same  3!ze.  The 
hub  is  made  also  in  various  widths  of  chain 
line  to  suit  the  various  widths  of  tread. 

It  was  designed  by  Mr.  Spencer,  of  the 
Stearns  Company,  and  is  one  of  the  best 
coaster  and  brake  devices  shown. 

The  BullTs  coaster-brake  shown  on  the  Ra- 
cycle,  with  a  Bullis  gear,  has  a  double  hub- 
shell  and  employs  a  double  set  of  bearings, 
the  coasting  being  done  therefore  on  a  differ- 
ent set  of  bearings  than  those  used  to  drive 
the  bicycle.  It  is  operated  in  the  centre  of 
the  hub  by  an  expansion  ring,  so  that  there 
is  no  variation  of  the  chain  or  gear  line.  The 
hub  shell  does  not  show  any  external  differ- 
ence from  the  ordinary  hub,  and  uses  the  reg- 
ulation spoke  on  both  sides.  It  allows  the 
bicycle  to  be  rolled  backward  also.  This  de- 
vice is  one  of  the  best  and  neatest  made,  and 
the  combination  of  it  with  a  chainless  gear  is 
one  of  the  greatest  features  of  the  Show. 

Multiplets. 

There  is  only  one  tricycle  to  be  seen — the 
Tinkham — and  only  seven  makers  exhibit 
tandems,  there  being  nothing  new  in  their 
construction.  Not  a  single  triplet,  quadruplet 
or  quintuplet  is  to  be  seen  and  only  one  sex- 
tuplet — shown  by  Frasse — and  that  one  is  not 
finished. 

The  show  is  notable  for  the  absence  of 
motor  cycles,  only  one  being  shown — the 
Stearns  steam  pacing  tandem — which  is  de- 
scribed among  the  automobiles. 


This  lack  oi  auto-cycles  was  a  great  dis- 
appointment to  the  trade  and  the  riding  pub- 
lic, who  undoubtedly  are  greatly  interested  in 
them. 

Saddles. 

There  is  nothing  essentially  new  in  saddles 
to  be  seen.  The  old  types  known  as  the 
Brown,  Garford,  Hunt,  Wheeler,  Troxel  and 
others  are  still  in  popular  favor,  but  these 
have  been  greatly  improved  in  finish  and 
workmanship.  The  styles  of  saddles  are  nOw 
so  varied  that  no  rider  need  fit  himself  to  a 
saddle,  but  can  readily  find  one  to  fit. 

Treads. 

There  is  to  be  noted  considerable  varia- 
tion in  the  width  of  treads  of  the  chain  mod- 
els, the  range  being  from  3f  to  5J  inches,  the 
average  being  about  4J  inches.  On  chainless 
models  widths  have  been  materially  reduced, 
so  that  now  they  more  nearly  conform  to  the 
average  chain  model  treads,  an  improvement 
that  is  sure  to  be  popular.  Wheel  bases  are 
practically  unchanged,  remaining  at  an  aver- 
age of  about  431-  inches,  excepting  on  a  model 
or  two  having  30-inch  wheels,  for  which  there 
is  not  now  and  never  was  a  call. 

Brakes. 

Front  wheel  brakes  are  catalogued  by 
nearly  all  the  makers,  but  are  rarely  shown 
in  their  exhibits.  Some  of  the  makers  have 
sufficient  nerve  to  charge  extra  for  them. 
The  Duck  roller  brake  with  the  centre  thumb 
lever,  also  with  long  hand  lever,  is  shown  on 
the  Cleveland.     This  is  one  of  the  most  prac- 


THE  DUCK  ROLLER  BRAKE. 

tical  tire  brakes  in  use,  the  friction  being  on 
the  rubber  brake  rollers  and  not  on  the  tire. 
The  Ramblers  have  a  distinctive  brake  of 
their  own  which  is  attached  to  the  front  forks 
and  is  operated  by  the  coasters  and  also  ar- 
ranged so  that  a  rod  and  lever  can  be  attached 
to  it  and  operated  from  the  handle-bar. 
Coaster-brakes  are  so  largely  used  and  of  so 
great  a  variety  and  of  such  great  interest  that 
they  will  be  treated  separately  in  another  part 
of  this  article. 


1900. 


43 


TIRERS 


KNOW 


that  a  first-class 
tire  means  satis- 
faction to  his  cus- 
tomers ;  that  ex- 
periments with 
unknown  or  poor 
quality  tires  are 
costly;  that  a  tire 
made  of  an  infer- 
ior quality  of  rub- 
ber and  fabric  rap- 
idly deteriorates  ; 
that  it  will  not 
last,  nor  is  it 
as  resilient. 


RIDERS  KNOW 

that,  when  a  wheel  is  fitted 

with  Hartford  Single=Tube 

Tires,    the    maker    of   that 
wheel  has   tried  to  give  him 
the   best    tire   procur- 
able in  the  market. 


^ 


Hartford.. 


Single-Tube  Tires 


have  always  been  the  standard  by  which  all  single-tube 
tires  have  been  compared.  We  have  kept  faith  with  our 
customers  in  the  past  and  will  continue  to  do  so  in  the 
future.  The  stamp  "Hartford"  means  that  a  tire  is  the  best 
possible  combination  of  rubber  and  fabric  for  durability  and 
resiliency. 

The  Hartford 
Rubber  Works  ©ompanv, 

HARTFORD,    CONN. 
Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Washington,  Buffalo,  Cleveland,  Detroit,  Chicago,  Denver  and  Minneapolis. 

Kindly  meation  The  Wheel. 


/ 
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The  Exhibits. 


G.  W.  Cole  Co. 

G.  W.  Cole  Co.  show  a  full  line  of  their 
sundries,  a  specialty,  of  course,  being  their 
well-known  3-in-l  lubricant.  Among  the 
new  things  this  year  are  the  Cole  extension 
stirrup  pedal.  It  is  claimed  for  this  pedal 
that  it  effectively  utilizes  all  the  applied 
power  of  the  rider.  This  pedal,  it  is  said, 
overcomes  dead-centres,  gives  greater  con- 
trol of  the  wheel  when  back-pedaling  and  in- 
sures the  acquisition  of  a  correct  angle  mo- 
tion. The  Van  repair  kit  is  another  new  spe- 
cialty of  this  concern.  This  is  a  rubber  plug 
which  is  forced  through  the  puncture  and 
held  by  a  metal  disc  on  the  thread,  making  a 
clean,  quick  and  permanent  repair  without 
cement,  and  is  guaranteed  not  to  cut  the  tire. 
The  kit  complete  is  one  of  the  smallest  of  its 
kind  on  the  market.  The  well-known  3-in-l 
this  year  has  a  new  engraved  label  and  the 
firm  reports  that  a  number  of  large  orders 
have  already  been  received  at  the  Show. 


Cleveland,  Viking,  Niagara. 

A  feature  of  the  space  arrangement  is  a 
semi-private  office,  with  desk,  divan,  chairs, 
etc.  Turned  to  the  crowd  is  a  glass-covered 
case  with  black  velvet  ground,  containing  the 
Cleveland  parts.  This  exhibit  has  a  distinctly 
Cleveland  predominance — first,  on  account  of 
the  number  and  variety  of  the  Cleveland 
machines;  next,  the  Cleveland  men  are  thick 
as  bees.  Mr.  H.  A.  Lozier,  Sr.,  was  present 
Saturday,  but  was  expected  to  leave  Sunday. 
C.  E.  Lozier  is  in  attendance.  The  others: 
Louis  Bill,  Eastern  manager;  Sidney  Bow- 
man, New  York  agent;  R.  Kubele,  old  em- 
ploye; B.  C.  Taussig,  W.  F.  Angus,  L.  F. 
Dunbar,  E.  O.  Durfree,  all  salesmen.  Other 
salesmen  are  expected  from  the  West,  as  in 
former  years.  Manager  William  Cronin,  of 
the  Duck  Brake  Co.,  is  also  here.  The  Duck 
brake  is  used  on  Clevelands  and  is  made  in 
the  Lozier  factories  in  Cleveland  and  West- 
field. 

A  notable  model  is  the  Cleveland  tandem — 
one  with  a  loop  frame  for  the  front  rider. 
W^hatever  other  points  of  comparison  there 
may  be  between  the  Cleveland  tandem  and 
others,  the  Lozier  product  has  earned  a  repu- 
tation for  ease  in  hill  climbing  and  is  a  great 
favorite  among  racing  men.  These  results 
arc  unquestionably  due  principally  to  great 
stiftness  of  frame  and  the  non-binding  Burwell 
roller  ball-bearing. 

Common  to  all  of  the  single  Clevelands  on 
exhibition  are  the  ball-headed  spoke,  the  Bur- 
well  detachable  tire,  and  the  Burwell  roller 
ball-bearing  in  the  costlier  machines.  An- 
other prevailing  feature  is  the  rich,  stripeless 
black  finish  of  frame  and  rim. 

In  the  19-pound  machine  are  some  hidden, 
but    remarkable,    features    so    fullv    described 


last  year — the  same  decreasing  of  weight  ev- 
erywhere, instead  of  "in  spots."  The  price 
was  $75.    It  is  now  $50. 

One  model  is  fitted  with  the  bevel  chainless 
gear,  the  outward  appearance  of  the  gear  be- 
ing just  like  that  of  the  Columbia.  A  ladies' 
machine  is  similarly  fitted. 

A  Cleveland  fitted  with  the  well-known 
Cleveland  gear  case  or  chain  cover  has  also 
the  Duck  front  wheel  brake  and  the  rear 
wheel  coaster  device  invented  by  Mr.  Bur- 
well. The  coaster  apparently  takes  up  no  ex- 
tra room  whatever. 

All  Clevelands  retain  the  slender  but  strong 
black-tinted,  forged  fork-crown. 

THE  NIAGARA. 

Several  models  of  this  machine.  A  Niagara 
peculiarity  is  the  oval-tubed  rear  stays,  the 
upper  tubes  converging  with  unusual  sim- 
plicity and  symmetry.  Another  peculiarity  of 
Niagaras  is  the  three-claw  manner  of  fasten- 
ing crank  to  sprocket  wheel.  Double-plate 
fork-crowns,  the  fashion  of  some  years  ago, 
and  as  handsome  as  ever,  are  used. 

One  Niagara  frame  has  not  its  superior  in 
outline  and  tinting  at  this  Show.  Black  and 
dark  green,  with  very  delicate  gold  striping, 
are  the  component  colorings.  It  is  dupli- 
cated in  a  ladies'  model.     Three  models  in  all. 

THE  VIKING. 

Three  Vikings,  too — one  in  black  and 
nickel,  two  in  blue,  Kelly  bars  on  all.  Viking 
talking  points  are  the  four-claw  crank-and- 
sprocket  connection,  eccentric  chain  adjust- 
ment, extra  strong  arch  fork-crown.  The 
rims  are  striped  to  suit  the  frame. 


Bullis  Ball-Gear  Co. 

The  Bullis  Ball-Gear  Co.  shows  the  Bullis 
ball-gear  wheels  and  the  Bullis  automatic 
coaster-brake,  which  is  fitted  to  a  chainless 
Racycle.  TheJBullis  gear  has  been  described 
.in  Thjl  Wheel  and  has  won~~considerable 
favor,  especially  within  the  past  six  months. 
The  Bullis  resembles  the  bevel-gear  in  ap- 
pearance, inasmuch  as  one  of  each  inter- 
meshing  pair  of  gears  is  supplied  with  a  fixed 
involute  tooth,  but  it  differs  largely  from  the 
bevel-gear,  as  it  was  designed  so  as  to  secure 
a  rolling  line  of  contact  with  the  ball  in  the 
intermeshing  gear  its  entire  length.  The 
company  says  there  is  absolutely  no  lost  mo- 
tion, no  grinding  or  jumping  in  operation; 
and  on  the  level,  in  hill  climbing  or  in  coast- 
ing, the  machine's  value  is  manifestly  appar- 
ent. 

The  Bullis  coaster-brake  is  one  of  the  new 
family  of  constructional  novelties.  The 
mechanism  consists  of  a  series  of  four  Bullis 
gears  used  in  conjunction  with  a  tubular 
transmitter  shaft.  The  main  driving  gear,  the 
largest  in  the  series,  is  fastened  to  the  end  of 
the  crank-axle,  whicli  transmits  to  the  small 
gear  on  the  transmitter-shaft  running 
through   the   lower   rear   fork-tube.     This,   in 


turn,   transmits  the  power  to  the  rear  inter- 
mediate   wheel,    which    directly    engages    the 
gear  secured  to  the  rear  hub.     This  exhibit  is 
constantly  visited  by  riders  and  agents. 
.•*•»•>•..••••'••••••■•••••••.•••.••••..••.•*.•..•»•..•..•..•..•»•..•. 

Manhattan  Brass  Co. 
••»••••■ 

This  is  one  of  the  striking  exhibits  of  the 
Show  and  they  show  their  well-known 
Brilliant  and  Radiant  gas  lamps  and  the 
Front  and  Queen,  oil  lamps  in  profusion. 
They  also  show  lamp  parts,  which  is  a  spe- 
cialty with  them.  A  neat  booklet  relative  to 
acetylene  lamps,  etc.,  is  given  away  to  visit- 
ors and  the  merits  of  the  lamp  are  fully  and 
carefully   explained   by   courteous   attendants. 

One  of  the  parts  of  the  Manhattan  Brass 
Co.'s  lamps  which  has  caused  others  to  try 
and  imitate  them  is  the  two-piece,  anti-fric- 
tion bottom,  which  is  said  to  be  the  best 
idea  ever  incorporated  in  a  gas  lamp.  This  is 
used  on  the  Brilliant  and  Radiant  lamps. 

Fowler  Cycle  Works. 
■•«•"•• 

Three  spaces  are  used  by  the  well  known 
trade  fighter,  Frank  T.  Fowler,  and  as  usual 
he  makes  his  presence  felt.  His  sign  reads: 
"Agents  for  the  Fowler  are  guaranteed  against 
bicycle  trust  prosecution."  Mr.  Fowler  was 
expected  Wednesday. 

The  Fowler  lines  shown  range  in  price  as 
follows:  $G0,  $45,  $40,  $30  and  $25,  with  ju- 
veniles at  $22.50.  The  tandem  is  $75 — royal 
blue  striped,  with  connections  and  parts  of 
forks  and  stays  nickeled.  The  frame  has  a 
supplemental  bracing  tube  from  the  middle  of 
the  head  to  the  rear  crank-hanger.  Trussed 
seat-post  masts. 

The  $60  machines  are  the  racer  and  chain- 
less roadster.  The  racer  weighs  20  pounds. 
It  is  green,  with  red  truss  seat-post  mast. 
Two-piece  hanger,  external  seat-post  binder. 
The  rims  are  maple,  with  aluminum  tint.  The 
Sager  chainless  machine  has  not  yet  come. 

The  Fowler  bantam  is  $45.  Built  in  20  and 
22  inch  frame,  like  the  racer.  Weighs  be- 
tween 20  and  21  pounds.  Mauve  finish,  light- 
ly striped.  Internal  binders,  front  and  rear. 
Two-piece  hanger.     A  very  natty  machine. 

All  the  Fowlers  have  arched  crowns,  and  all 
have  the  truss  frame  except  the  $25  machines. 

The  $40  machine  is  in  several  tints.  One  in 
maroon  red  looks  racy,  and  a  black-and-nick- 
el  specimen  should  be  a  seller  at  the  price. 
This  machine  differs  from  the  $45  Bantam 
only  in  height  of  frame  and  consequently  in 
weight. 

There  is  a  ladies'  $40  machine  in  royal  blue, 
nickeled  chain-guard  and  white  tipped  han- 
dles. 

At  $30  the  model  V,  with  adjustable  bar, 
truss  frame,  internal  seat-post  binder  and  ex- 
terior head  binder,  is  a  bargain.  The  $25 
machine,  same  details  less  the  truss  frame,  is 
a  still   greater  catch. 

Agents  looking  for  machines  that  will  in- 
flame juvenile  minds  with  a  desire  to  buy  will 
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People  marvel  at  the  strength  of 
Brass  =  Lined,  Safety,  Anti  =  Rust 
Clincher  Tubing.  Think  of  the  test 
shown  here — and  on  the  race=track 
— and  in  touring — and  in  all  strain= 
riding 


Budd  Bros. 
JVIanuf  acturing  Co. 


TF.I.KPHOMR,    f-i. 


RCTAIL  :i>TORC, 

90  Gl«n  Street. 


rACTOiiY  ■ 
7/-73.7S-77  Sion  Slro»l. 


AW\yfac<ur<ra  of.. 


^'^£%-/. 


BICYCLES 


AND  SPECIALTIES. 


Conn.'N^,^ 


/-(.  ■•Dec.  19.  1899. 
Wilmott  *■  Bobbs  Mfg. Co., 

Bridgeport, 
Gentlemen:-  ''••..._  "■•■.. 

Replying-  to  your  recent  letter  calling  'ou#%ittentloS  to  the 
merits  of  your  brass  lined  tubing,  we  bB:g  to  advise,  that  we  will 
within  a  very  few  days  give  you  additional  orders  for'brafiB  lined 
tubing,  and  shall  use  your  tubing  in  all  our  best  wheels  this  season. 
We  have,  during-  the  past  few  months,  given  this  tubing  a  very  severe 
test,  having  used  it  in  the  construction  of  the  trick  wheels  used 
by  our  Professional  Stainfey  and  trick.rideS  Prof.  J.  M.  Wright. 
He  has  used  the  bicycles  constructed  of  this  tubing  during  all  the 


latter  part  of  the  Su;imer  and  Fall  without  breakage  cr  accident  of 
any  )t:ind,  which  we  thinJt  speaks  volumns  for  the  (strength  "TOd  durability 
We  take  pleasure  in  sending-  you  under  separate 
a  few  of  the  lithographs  which  prof.  Wright  uses.     If  you 
are  in  position  and  feel  disppsed  to  make  use  of  this  in  your  adver- 
tising, we  shall  tie  glad  to  use  it  also,  and  in  addition  when  g'ettiig 
out  new  lithographs,  will  mention  thereon,  that  the' machines  aje  made 
of  your  patent  brass  lined  clincher  tubing.  .    Hoping  to  have  the 
pleasure  of  hearing  from  you  shortly  in  regard  to  the  matter,. and 
wishing  you  continued  success-  in  the  introduction  of  your  tubing,  we 
are. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Budd  Bros.  Mfg.Co, 


.\M»'/^//^/////// 
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The  Strongest,  Fastest  and  Safest  Tubing  made  is  believed  to  | 
I  be  the  Brass=Lined,  Anti=Rust,  Safety  ''Clincher"  Tubing. 
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Early  this  season  enterprising  cycle  makers,  in  their  search  for  the  best,  used  the 
old-style  seamless  tubing  ;  but,  to  meet  the  popular  demand  for  safety,  speed  and 
strength,  they  found  it  necessary  to  add  a  stock  of  brass-lined,  anti-rust,  safety  Clincher 
tubing  frame  cycles,  and  many  now  contemplate  using  no  other.  Dealers  make  more 
money  by  talking  its  merits  ;  manufacturers  make  more  sales.     (See  page  19.) 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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January  25, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SHOW— Continued. 
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not  overlook  the  $22.50  three-crown  Fowlers, 
24-inch  for  boys  and  girls.  Fauber  one-piece 
hangers,  internal  binders,  flush  joints 
throughout.  Finish,  black  and  nickel,  with 
delicate  decorations.  Excellent  saddle,  cork- 
aline  grips,  first  class  tires.  Can  be  supplied 
in  various  tints. 

Pending  Mr.  Fowler's  arrival  Messrs. 
Brick,  Kuhn,  W.  P.  Case,  W.  M.  Krafve  and 
C.  S.  Johnston  are  in  charge. 

>•.■•••■..••••'.••.•..•..•..•»•..•..•..•..•«•..•..•..•..•..•..•..••.•. 

Badger  Brass  Mfg.  Co. 

The  Badger  Brass  Mfg.  Co.,  Kenosha, 
Wis. — The  international  traveler,  Richard 
Welles,  is  in  charge  of  the  exhibit.  ■^That  ex-  ' 
plains  everything  as  far  as  the  selling  part  is 
concerned.  The  features  are  automobile  and 
carriage  lamps.  There  has  been  a  unani- 
mous agreement  on  the  part  of  the  jobbers 
to  maintain  a  fixed  price  on  "Solar"  lamps 
for  the  coming  season,  and  the  demand  for 
the  lamp  is  so  good  that  this  agreement  will 
be  carried  out  to  the  letter. 

The  public  are  presented  with  attractive 
literature,  explaining  the  Solar  system.  Mr. 
Keck  Wheeler  is  in  charge,  and  Superin- 
tendent Frost  will  be  at  the  exhibit  towards 
the  end  of  the  week. 

Straus  Tire  Co. 

Those  of  the  trade  who  have  not  heard  of 
Alex.  Straus  in  connection  with  tire-making 
must  indeed  be  recent  comers.  Mr.  Straus 
has  invented  and  placed  on  the  market  some 
pretty  good  things,  and  the  latest  good  thing 
is  the  Straus  conforming  plug  for  tire  repair- 
ing, which  will  be  found  to  be  a  boon  to  all 
riders  who  want  to  get  back  home  after  they 
have  met  with  an  accident  on  the  road.  A 
recent  addition  to  the  'Straus  family  is  the 
Perfection  and  Relief  sponge  rubber  grips. 
This  article  is  used  for  the  relief  of  tired 
hands  on  a  long  ride.  It  is  made  of  sponge 
rubber  and  is  flexible  and  will  conform  to 
any  curve  or  bar  and  fit  any  size.  Mr.  Straus 
had  samples  of  all  of  his  well-known  goods  to 
show  visitors  and  was  in  personal  charge  of 
the  stand. 

.•»•»•»««««•..«..«»«»«..«..»..«..«..«..»..«..«„■..«..«..«..«.,«. 

Iven  Brandenburg  Company. 

The  Iven  Brandenburg  Company,  of  Chi- 
cago, show  the  Sager  gear  and  saddles,  Oak- 
man  motor  vehicle,  Thor  hubs,  hangers,  etc* 
Tucker  wood  rims,  Morse-Keefer  &  Co. 
spokes  and  nipples  for  bicycles  and  automo- 
biles, Schrader  adjustable  handle-bar,  Le  Fe- 
/er  Arms  Co.  chains,  Trebert  automatic 
coaster  and  brake,  Chicago  Drop-Forging 
Co.   forgings,   Arown  pedals. 

Among  the  novelties  in  the  booth  is  a 
"Thor"  hub,  enlarged  twenty  times  the  size 
of  an  ordinary  hub,  and  the  Arown  pedal  is 
also  worthy  of  mention  because  of  its  self- 
balancing  feature. 

The  following  well-known  people  are  in  at- 


tendance at  this  booth:  J.  I.  &  G.  G.  Bran- 
denburg, F.  W.  Zoller,  G.  S.  Seager,  J.  Harry 
Sager,   R.  W.  Wallace  and  Ogden  Backus. 

New  York  Sporting  Goods  Co. 

Spaces  Nos.  52  and  53  are  occupied  by  the 
New  York  Sporting  Goods  Co.,  and  this 
thriving  and  progressive  New  York  concern 
shows  a  splendid  line  of  specialties,  of  which 
they  are  the  manufacturers  or  sole  agents. 

They  have  a  fine  line  of  Sportsman  and 
Nassau  bicycles  listing  at  $35  and  $25,  re- 
spectively; also  the  Sportsman  chainless,  list- 
ing at  $60.  A  special  display  is  made  of 
Rough  Rider  gas  lamps,  Troxel  saddles  and 
Plew  saddles,  as  well  as  showing  a  full  line 
of  the  Coe  Mfg.  Co.  toe-clips  and  other  spe- 
cialties. A  line  of  the  Syracuse  pedals  is  also 
part  of  this  exhibit  and  the  Syracuse  goods 
are,  as  usual,  thoroughly  up-to-date. 

IManliattan  Storage  Co. 

The  Manhattan  Storage  Co.,  Philadelphia, 
Pa. — ^This  concern  shows  a  full  line  of  parts, 
sundries  and  bicycles.  This  concern  claims  to 
be  the  largest  distributors  in  the  United 
States,  and  show  a  full  line  of  Manhattan 
bicycles.  The  booth  is  very  prettily  deco- 
rated with  palms  and  other  attractive  fea- 
tures, and  shows  one  of  the  largest  assort- 
ments of  sundries  and  parts  in  the  Garden. 
Sundry  buyers,  as  well  as  bicycle  buyers,  will 
do  well  to  visit  this  exhibit.  The  exhibit  is 
in  charge  of  Lee  Ephraim.  Mr.  Morris, 
manager  of  the  concern,  is  also  in  attendance. 

W.  M.  Crane  Co. 

At    the   exhibit    of   the   W.    M.    Crane    Co. 
money  was  given  away  in  the  shape  of  a  cent 
attached  to  a  card  with  directions  to  use   it 
in  the  coin-in-the-slot  bicycle  pump  manufac- 
tured by  this   firm.     This   machine   has  been 
in  use  in  New  York  City  and  other  cities  in 
the   United  States  and  is  said  to   be  a  great 
money-maker.     Where  operated  singly  or  in 
quantities  for  purposes  of  revenue  it  is  a  win- 
ner.    It  is  a  large  and  attractive  machine  and 
is  said  to  give  four  times  as  much  air  as  any 
other  pump  and  is  built  throughout  of  iron, 
steel   and  brass,    and   each   machine   is    thor- 
oughly   tested    before    leaving    the    factory. 
The  firm   makes   special   terms   for   State   or 
city  contracts. 

.•.••..••••••••••»•»•••••*••••"••••»•••••••••••*••■•"••■•*■•"•"•• 

Veeder  Mfg.  Co. 

At  this  stand  is  shown  the  Veeder  cyclo- 
meters, one  of  the  few  cyclometers  that  have 
weathered  the  storm,  and  the  factory  at 
Hartford,  devoted  expressly  to  cyclometer 
making,  is  the  finest  building  of  the  kind  in 
the  country.  It  was  constructed  for  the  spe- 
cial purpose  for  which  it  is  used  and  consists 
chiefly  of  steel  and  glass.  The  Veeder  in  it- 
self has  always  been  abreast  of  most  im- 
provements in  cyclometers. 


One  of  the  novelties  of  the  exhibit  is  the 
counting  machine,  upon  which  is  mounted 
three  counters,  two  ratchet  and  one  revolu- 
tion, which  count  up  to  100,000  and  repeat. 
Some  very  fine  gold-plate  Veeders  are  shown, 
as  well  as  a  large  number  of  the  ordinary 
cyclometers. 


"•.•••••••••.•• 


Joseph  Dixon  Crucible  Co. 


The  Joseph  Dixon  Crucible  Co.,  of  Jersey 
City,  N.  J.,  show  racing  part  specialties  and 
graphite  especially  prepared  for  automobiles 
and  carriages,  Anti-Flux,  or  brazing  graph- 
ite, and  cycle  chain  graphite  for  chainless 
wheels.  Mr.  Josph  H.  Baird  is  in  charge 
here. 

At  this  stand  is  also  shown  a  line  of  Indus- 
trial Cycle  Mfg.  Co.'s  bicycles.  These  ma- 
chines are  made  in  Springfield,  Mass,  and 
list  from  $25  to  $35,  and  the  people  in  charge 
state  they  will  shortly  bring  out  a  chainless 
wheel  to  list  at  less  than  $50.  This  concern 
shows  many  up-to-date  novelties,  among 
them  being  the  coaster  brake  wheel.  Mr.  D. 
T.  Methven  is  in  charge  of  the  exhibit. 


Iver  Johnson  Models. 

In  space  79  S.  B.  Davega,  of  32  East  Four- 
teenth street  and  802-4  Third  avenue.  New 
York,  is  conducting  a  free  drawing,  with  a 
blue  $50  cushion-frame  Iver  Johnson  as  first 
prize  and  a  red  $35  wheel  of  the  same  make 
as  second  prize.  Two-piece  hangers  on  both, 
and  internal  binders — the  head  binder  also 
controlling  the  bar  adjustment.  Both  have 
nickeled  front  forks  and  the  extra  strong  hol- 
low-forged arch-crown.  Both  have  flangeless 
hubs.  In  the  cushion  frame  additional  elastic- 
ity is  gained  by  a  compact  hinging  at  lower 
ends  of  upper  rear  stays.  The  Iver  Johnson 
line  has  always  been  AAl  as  to  mechanical 
quality,  and  are  to-day  selling  like  hot  cakes. 
••"••*•"••••"•"•"••■•"•"••••"••.•"•..•••••••"•••••■•••••••■••■ 

Perfection  Lamp  Co. 

The  Perfection  Lamp  Co.  show  the  Per- 
fection gas  lamp.  To  quote  the  company's 
little  booklet,  this  lamp  looks  well,  is  made 
well  and  burns  well.  The  Perfection,  it  is 
claimed,  will  not  jar  out.  Its  total  height  is 
six  inches;  it  gives  a  steady,  powerful  light; 
is  not  affected  by  rough  roads,  is  vapor  fed, 
and  is  absolutely  safe.  The  lamp  itself  is  a 
very  handsome  affair,  extremely  well  finished 
and  is  closely  examined  by  the  riders  who 
visit  the  booth. 

At  this  stand  is  also  shown  the  Xander  bi- 
cycle, made  by  The  Xander  Match  &  Ma- 
chine Co.,  of  Lebanon,  Penn.  A  feature  of 
the  Xander  is  its  extreme  lightness.  A  very 
'nandsome  machine  on  view  weighs  21  pounds 
and  it  is  fitted  with  road  tires  and  Fauber 
hangers.    They  have  five  styles  on  exhibition. 

Mr.  Xander,  who,  as  is  well  known,  is  busy 
with  automobile  work,  will  be  at  the  Show 
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FOR    1900. 


FULL    SEASON'S    GUARANTEE. 


No*  88,  Special  Light  Road — Thread  Fabric*  ^ 
No*  99,  Racing  and  Coasting*  ^  ^  .  ^ 
No*  66x,  Standard  Road — Thread  Fabric*  ^  ^ 
No*  66t  Standard  Road — Close  Woven  Fabric*  ^ 
No*  33,  Road — Medium  Price — Strong  and  Reliable* 
No*  666,  Tandem — Thread  Fabric — Protected  Thread* 


PRICES    ON    APPLICATION. 


FISK  RUBBER  COMPANY, 

LICENSEES      UNDER     TILLINQHAST      PATENTS. 

CHICOPEE  FALLS,  MASS. 


a 


DISXRIBUTIKQ    AMD    REPAIR    DEPOTS: 

Qeo.  F.  Kehew  &  Co.,  53=55  Hanover  St.,  Boston,  riass. 

Howard  E.  Case,  92  Wall  St.,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Fisk  Rubber  Company,  423  So.  Clinton  St.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
I         Fisk  Rubber  Company,  H.  M,  Angle,  Agt.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
i  W.  E.  Metzger,  252  Woodward  Ave.,  Detroit,  riich. 

I  .  R.  D.  Garden,  835  Arch  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

m 
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during  the  week,  and  he  will  endeavor  to 
have  his  latest  automobile  at  the  Garden  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  week. 
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Spalding,  Imperial,  Crawford,  Nyack. 

This  powerful  combination,  using  sixteen 
spaces,  occupied  a  commanding  position  at 
the  east  end  of  the  central  division.  It  is  in 
charge  of  Mr.  Mead,  of  the  Spalding  Sales 
Department,  assisted  by  Messrs.  Perkins,  of 
the  Lamb  Company,  Lefferson,  well  known 
ex-professional  rider,  and  Will  T.  Brown,  the 
long  distance  road  rider,  who  took  up  hard 
road  work  because  he  had  consumption  and 
weighed  only  120  pounds,  and  who  now 
weighs  175.  With  "Spalding"  as  the  central 
feature,  with  the  other  names  on  either  side  of 
it,  a  big  two-sided  sign  beckoned  passers-by. 
from  either  aisle.  Fine  circular  settees,  or- 
namental chairs,  tables,  rugs  and  ferns  are 
the  embellishments. 

Easily  the  main  attraction  is  the  new  coast- 
er-brake chainless  Spalding.  The  coaster- 
brake  is  the  same  as  that  used  on  the  Colum- 
bia. On  the  right  end  of  the  rear  axle  is  the 
coaster  device,  very  inconspicuously  placed 
alongside  the  bevel-driving  gear.  From  the 
left  end  of  the  axle  the  brake  device  operates 
a  rod  connecting  with  the  brake  shoe,  which 
is  affixed  to  the  lower  rear  stays  and  operates 
on  the  tire.  The  rod  is  so  much  like  a  spoke 
that  it  is  scarcely  noticeable.  A  former  dif- 
ficulty with  this  style  of  brake  was  that  it 
"jammed,"  was  hard  to  release  from  the 
tire  when  applied  suddenly.  In  this  present 
device  there  is  no  such  trouble.  Pushing  the 
pedal  backward  about  an  inch  applies  the 
brake,  gently  or  hard  as  desired.  The  instant 
back  pressure  is  removed  the  wheel  runs  free. 

This  particular  Spalding  has  the  Spalding 
red  head,  but  the  balance  of  the  frame  is 
black,  so  that  the  large  gear  wheel  exactly  in 
the  center  of  the  bottom  bracket  is  inconspic- 
uous. The  nickeled  parts  of  the  frame  are 
the  handle-bars,  seat-post,  name-plate,  head- 
bearings,  cranks  and  parts  of  the  driving 
gear. 

The  head-post  and  seat-post  internal  bind- 
ers are  invisible  to  the  casual  glance. 

Another  Spalding,  chain-driven,  may  be 
described  in  the  same  general  terms.  The 
entire  frame  is  black.  The  Spalding  bottom 
bracket  barrel,  with  adjustment  beneath,  is 
extremely  small,  quiet,  compact.  The  slen- 
der round  cranks  are  6J  inches  long,  the  tread 
quite    narrow.     Two-piece    crank-hanger. 

The  rear  portion  of  a  chainless  Spalding, 
with  the  working  parts  exposed,  is  set  up  for 
explanatory  purposes.  There  is  also  the  orig- 
inal Spalding  chainless,  record  36,421  miles, 
and  the  only  chainless  exhibited  at  the  '97 
show. 

There  are  several  other  models  of  men's 
chain  and  chainless  machines,  one  of  them 
with  red  head  and  dark  green  frame — the  well 
Icnown  Spalding  combination. 

Several    models    of    ladies'    Spaldings,    two 


with  removable  and  adjustable  rubber-shod 
front  wheel  brakes.  All  of  these  are  in  black, 
with  a  dash  of  red  combined  with  black  let- 
tering on  the  nickeled  name-plate.  There 
are  two  shapes  of  drops.  Both  are  double- 
tube,  but  one  style  has  a  lower  straight  tube, 
while  in  the  other  both  tubes  are  curved,  and 
in  the  latter  style  the  tubes  are  braced  in  two 
places.  Generally,  the  features  of  the  ladies' 
machines  are  like  those  of  the  men's.  Sev- 
eral of  them  have  the  Christy  saddle,  with 
spring  beneath. 

All  Spalding  rims  have  a  streak  of  red  along 
the  centre. 

A  booklet  entitled  "Gears — Food  for 
Thought  for  Those  Who  Seek  Practical  In- 
formation on  Their  Theory,  Practice  and  Ap- 
>  plication  to  Modern  Bicycle  Construction," 
is  issued  with  the  compliments  of  the  com- 
pany. It  was  compiled  in  February,  1899, 
by  A.  B.  Barkman,  now  at  the  head  of  the 
Spalding-Imperial-Crawford-Nyack  Sales  De- 
partment. 

On  all  the  Spaldings  the  Spalding  rack-and- 
pinion  chain  adjustment  and  the  triple-plate 
arched  crown  is  used. 

THE   CRAWFORDS. 

Passing  to  the  Crawford  line,  a  seemingly 
longer  wheel  base  is  noted.  This  appearance 
is  due  to  the  shorter  head.  In  one  model 
there  is  a  scant  inch  at  the  head  between  the 
upper  and  lower  tubes — very  neat,  however, 
and  befitting  the  low  frame.  In  the  Craw- 
fords,  oval  tubing  is  used  in  the  rear  stays, 
giving  a  narrow,  natty  finish.  The  bottom 
bracket  barrel  is  a  bit  larger  than  that  of  the 
Spalding.  Two-piece  crank-hangers.  Arched, 
nickeled  fork-crown.  Combined  internal 
head-post  binder  and  handle-bar  adjustment. 
The  seat-post  binding  is  by  adjustable  collar 
around  the  pillar.  A  novel,  remarkably  sim- 
ple pedal  idea,  foot-plates  and  pedal  pin  cov- 
er being  of  two  pressed  parts  only.  Chain 
adjustment,  combined  washer  and  adjusting 
screw,  with  lock  nut  so  placed  in  the  frame 
that  it  cannot  become  loosened  and  lost — yet 
quite  accessible. 

As  in  the  Spai'dings,  the  Crawford  rear 
sprockets   are   reasonably   large. 

A  ladies'  Crawford,  black,  had  a  removable 
front  wheel  brake,  a  tee  seat-post  and  a  cher- 
ry-tinted rear  wheel  mud-guard,  with  cord 
dress-guard  and  the  usual  metal  chain-guard. 

A  higher-priced  men's  Crawford  was  fin- 
ished in  tan,  with  the  usually  nickeled  parts 
oxidized  to  match.  Shoulders  projecting 
from  the  hubs  to  accommodate  tlie  absolutelj' 
straight  spoke  idea. 

THE   IMl'ICRIAL.S. 

By  contrast  with  the  others  in  this  group, 
the  black-and-nickel  finish  of  the  Imperial 
line  has  a  noticeable  glisten.  In  addition  to 
the  name-plate  the  word  "Imperial"  in  gold 
appears  on  the  lower  front  tube  of  the  frame 
(upper  tube,  in  the  ladies'  wheels).  In  the 
ladies'  wheels  the  connections  are  not  flush 
at  the  bottom  bracket  and  seat-post  top.  One 
ladies'    model    has    internal    seat-post    binder; 


the  other,  lower-priced,  an  exterior  binder. 
Internal  head-post  binder  in  both.  In  both, 
the  lower  front  tube  of  frame  is  straight,  the 
upper  curved  with  unusual  grace.  No  con- 
necting braces.  Heads  right  length.  Arched' 
nickled  fork-crowns.  Combination  head- 
post  internal  binder  and  handle-bar  adjuster. 
Two-piece  crank-hanger.  Usual  screw-bolt 
chain  adjustment.  Round-section  rear  stays. 
The  same  description  fits  the  men's  Imper- 
ial, which,  however,  has  flush  frame  connec- 
tions at  all  points  except  seat-post  top.  The 
head  is  artistically  just  the  right  length,  and 
for  front-fork  rake  and  general  nattiness  the 
frame  is  the  neatest  in  the  entire  group. 

CRAWFORD  JUVENILES. 
Perhaps  the  most  fitting  description  of  the 
20-inch  and  24-inch  Crawford  juveniles 
would  be  to  say  they  look  like  little  Coluni- 
bias.  The  similarity  in  frame  design,  fork- 
crown,  etc.,  is  striking.     Beauties. 

THE  NYACK   LINE. 
Quite  a  variety  of  finishes  in  the  Nyack  line, 
v/hich  is  made  in  the  Nuttall  factory  at  Nyack, 

■  N.  Y.  One  frame  much  resembles  the  Spald- 
ing, its  higher-priced  brother,  in  color  ar- 
rangement. Green  frame,  internal  binders 
at  head  and  seat-post — the  head  device  also 
covering  bar  adjustment.  Straight  spokes, 
held  to  the  hubs  by  shoulders.  Chain  adjust- 
ment    same     as  the     Crawford.       Two-piece 

.  hanger,  oil  cup  on  top  of  hub  barrel.  Anoth- 
er similar  machine  is  full  nickeled.  Another 
is  full  black,  with  Morrow  hub  coaster-brake. 
Another  has  a  robin's  egg  blue  frame — a  very 
dainty  machine,  the  head  being  of  frosted  sil- 
ver finish.  On  this,  doubtless  the  racer,  the 
bar  is  dropped  and  fixed.  The  full-nickeled 
ladies'  machine  has  a  braced  double  tube 
front,  lower  tube  straight.  White  mud  and 
chain  guards.  On  all,  the  name  "Nyack"  is  in 
red,  on  an  oxidized  star,  with  a  red  back- 
ground. 

A.  B.  C.  Fittings  Department.  , 

.e..e..o. 

Spaces  Nos.  46  to  50  sliow  a  splendid  and 
complete  line  of  the  bicycle  fittings  made  un- 
der the  auspices  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co., 
and  consist  of  the  products  of  the  following 
factories:  C.  J.  Smith  &  Sons  Co.,  Milwaukee; 
Geo.  L.  Thompson  Mfg.  Co.,  Chicago;  the 
Ball  &  Pedal  Factory,  of  Cleveland,  formerly 
the  Cleveland  Machine  Screw  Co.;  the  India- 
napolis Chain  &  Stamping  Co.;  Indiana  Nov- 
elty Co.,  Plymouth,  Ind.  The  pioneer  and 
famous  wood  rim  is  shown  here  in  variety 
as  made  from  the  first  stage  to  the  finish. 
The  Indianapolis  Chain  &  Stamping  Co. 
show  a  line  of  chains,  which  are  also  pioneers 
in  their  line.  The  Ball  &  Pedal  Co.,  of 
Cleveland,  shov/  a  complete  line  of  pedals. 
The  C.  J.  Smith  &  Sons'  Co.  have  put  up  a 
very  elaborate  exhibit  of  all  their  many  good 
things  in  cycle  fittings.  The  Thompson  fac- 
tory shows  something  very  fine  in  frames, 
the  feature  of  tlieir  frame  being  the  electric- 
ally welded  connections.     The  entire  stand  is 
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CYCLE  SHOW  FAVORITES. 


STEARNS 

Bcvel-Gear 
Chainless  Bicycles. 


$75.00. 


$75.00. 


THE  CHAINl/ESS  BICYCLE  has  made  a  tremendous  stride  in  popular  favor  because  its  advantages  are  obvious.     It  has  been 
greatly  simplified  and  perfected,     The  Stearns  Bevel-Gear  Chainless  embodies  the  most  advanced  ideas.     They  are 
lighter  in  weight  than  the  models  of  1899.     Their  Tread  is  now  less  than  Five  inches,  which  seemed  impossible 
a  year  ago.     The  rear  wheel  may  be  taken  out  and  put  back  without  disturbing  the  adju.stm,ent  of  the  gear. 

The  Stearns  Bevel-Gears  are  all  made  by  the  famous  Leland  &  Faulconer  process,  by  which  they  are  cut  after  hardening — 
thus  correcting  any  inequalities,  and  producing  a  gear  absolutely  accurate,  hard  and  perfect  in  running  qualities. 


BARNES 

Hygienic  Cushion-Frame 
.  Bicycles. 


$60.00. 


$60.00. 


THE  CUSHION  FRAME  is  to  the  rigid  frame  what  the  pneumatic  tire  is  to  the  solid  tire — it  lessens  the  fatigue  of  riding.     It 
makes  riding  more  comfortable.     More  people  would  ride  bicycles  if  they  knew  about  the  cushion  frame.     The  demand 
for  it — light  at  first,  is  growing  in  volume;  it  must  not  be  ignored.     Unless  the  dealer  has  a  cushion  frame  his  line  is  incom- 
plete.    The  Barnes  Cushion-Frame  Bicycle  presents  a  most  attractive  appearance.     The  cushion  action  is  concealed  from 
view  in  the  tube  over  the  rear  wheel.     The  entire  lines  are  the  graceful  lines  of  the  famous  White  Flyer. 


SYRACUSE 

Crimson   Rim 
Bicycles. 


Pacer,  $40.00. 


Racer,  $50.00. 


IN  ALIy  WHEELDOM,  where  can   be  found  two   more  graceful  bicycles  than  these?    Not   an  ounce  of   surplus   weight — the 
mechanism  literally  cut  to  the  quick,  and  what  is  left  is  there  for  service.     Syracuse  Bicycles  for  igoo  are  profit-bringing 
bicycles.     The  two  models  here  illustrated  are  excellent  representatives  of  the  entire  line.     The  Pacer — the  regular  road 
wheel — at  $40.00,  is  attracting  to  the  standard  of  the  Syracuse  a  host  of  enthusiastic  agents.     The  other  models  are  like  the  Pacer, 
all  beauties — with  narrow  tread,  new  fork-crown,  somewhat  shortened  heads  and  lustrous  bi-color  finish. 


AMERICAN  BICYCLE  COMPANY, 


STEARNS  SALES  DEPARTMENT, 

SYRACUSE,  N.  Y. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  .^P" 
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fitted  up  in  fine  style,  being  draped  with 
choice  material,  and,  above  all,  the  firm 
names  are  brought  out  surrounded  by  elec- 
tric lights. 

H.  J.  Cassidy,  who  has  been  a  few  years 
in  the  business  and  "knows  a  thing  or  two" 
about  cycle  fittings,  is  in  charge  of  the  ex- 
hibit, assisted  by  T.  J.  Miller,  W.  L.  Colt,  L. 
W.  Wainwright,  E.  S.  Ludlow,  S.  B.  Leon- 
ard and  Mr.  Marvel,  of  Plymouth.  W.  W. 
Stall  and  Mr.  Ely  are  also  in  attendance.  C. 
H.  Foster  and  Mr.  A.  S.  Smith  will  be  at  the 
Show  towards  the  end  of  the  week. 


Manhattan  Vending  Co. 

Inflating  of  tires  has  always  been  much 
of  an  annoyance  to  cyclists,  but  the  disa- 
greeable and  laborious  part  is  said  to  be  ob- 
viated by  the  use  of  the  Clawson  automatic 
pump,  shown  by  the  Manhattan  Vending  Co., 
of  Broadway  and  Sixtieth  street.  New  York. 

This  machine  is  small,  box-shape,  and 
weighs  less  than  fifty  pounds.  It  can  be 
placed  anywhere,  and  the  mechanism  is  sim- 
ple and  cannot  get  out  of  order.  To  operate 
the  pump  it  is  only  necessary  to  drop  a  cent 
in  the  slot,  press  the  knob,  insert  valve,  turn 
the  crank  and  the  tire  is  inflated.  In  a  few 
weeks,  it  is  said,  hundreds  of  these  pumps 
will  be  placed  in  convenient  localities 
throughout  the  Metropolitan  district,  where 
cyclists  .will  find  them  of  value.  The  Man- 
hattan Vending  Company,  who  control  the 
Clawson  pump,  is  incorporated  with  $50,000 
capital  stock.  Among  the  stockholders  is 
M.  L.  Bridgman,  who  is  treasurer  and  man- 
ager of  the  company. 

He  is  one  of  the  old  guard  in  cycling,  hav- 
ing been  associated  with  the  formation  of 
the  lamous  Kings  County  Wheelmen.  For 
five  years  he  has  been  in  charge  of  the  Met- 
ropolitan Bicycling  Co.,  in  New  York,  and 
is  now  the  sole  proprietor  of  the  business, 
having  purchased  the  Pope  Company's  in- 
terest. Associated  in  the  directorate  with 
Mr.  Bridgman  are  men  whose  names  are  well 
known  to  the  commercial  world.  The  offi- 
cers are:  George  R.  Bidwell,  president;  E. 
K.  Austin,  vice-president;  M.  B.  Frieden- 
rich,  secretary,  and  Colonel  Charles  H.  Lus- 
comb,   counsel. 
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Spinroller  Company. 

Spinroller  Co.,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  shows 
one  of  the  few  good  chainless  gears  projected 
by  one  of  the  pioneer  Rochester  agents,  Rob- 
ert Thompson,  who  has  never  for  a  moment 
lost  faith  in  the  virtues  of  the  Spinroller  gear. 
A  test  at  Cornell  University  resulted  in  an 
efficiency  of  97J  per  cent  being  shown.  A 
feature  of  this  exhibit  is  a  Frontenac  wheel 
fitted  with  the  Spinroller  gear  and  a  New 
Departure  coaster-brake.  This  is  under  the 
immediate  supervision  of  C.  Edward  Wood. 
Many  of  the  prominent  manufacturers  will 
this  year,  use  the  Spinroller  gear  and  the  fu- 


ture for  this  invention  is  very  brighf.  In- 
ventor Jamieson,  who  conceived  the  idea  of 
the  roller-gear,  is  in  charge  of  the  exhibit, 
and  he  was  joined  on  Tuesday  by  Robert 
Thompson  and  others.  A  Frontenac  cush- 
ion-frame, Spinroller  gear,  coaster-brake 
machine  is  seen  at  this  exhibit,  a  combina- 
tion which  should  satisfy  everybody  who 
wants  the  very  latest. 

*••■•••••••"••••"•"••••*•••*••■•••••••■■•"••••"•"•"•"•"•"••••• 

Nester  Coaster  &  Brake  Co. 

Among  the  many  coaster-brakes  shown 
was  that  of  the  Nester  coaster  and  brake, 
made  by  the  Nester  Coaster  &  Brake  Co.,  of 
22  Superior  street,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  It  is 
claimed  for  this  brake  that  its  parts  do  not 
become  hot  when  coasting  down  a  steep  hill 
or  emit  any  sparks;  that  there  is  no  lost  mo- 
tion in  forward  pedaling,  nor  in  applying  the 
brake,  and  that  the  brake  does  not  lock,  but 
releases  immediately.  It  is  simple  in  con- 
struction, can  be  very  easily  taken  apart  and 
easily  assembled.  To  responsible  dealers  the 
company  will  send  the  brake  for  ten  days  on 
trial. 
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Cushman  &  Denison. 

The  Perfect  pocket  oiler  manufactured  by 
Cushman  &  Denison,  of  New  York,  the 
largest  manufacturers  of  oilers  in  the  world, 
is  shown  on  the  gallery,  together  with  the 
Star  leader  and  Gem  oilers.  The  Perfect 
oiler  is  a  standard  article  in  the  bicycle  trade. 
This  together  with  the  other  oilers  manufac- 
tured by  the  same  firm  are  made  of  the  best 
material  and  are  guaranteed  to  be  equal  to 
any  oiler  in  the  market.  All  the  oilers  manu- 
factured by  Cushman  &  Denison  have  wash- 
ers of  specially  selected  leather  and  the 
threads  are  well  made.  They  are,  also,  tested 
under  hydraulic  pressure  to  insure  perfect 
soldering,  etc. 
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J.  T.  Wherett. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Wherett,  35  Warren  street,  N.  Y., 
showed  samples  of  the  following  goods: 
Chains  manufactured  by  the  Thames  Chain 
Stamping  Co.,  Norwich,  Conn.;  saddles  of 
the  Newark  Specialty  Co. ;  tires  of  the  Lake 
Shore  Rubber  Co.,  Erie,  Pa.;  the  Ashworth 
toe-clip;  handle-bars  of  the  Berne  Handle- 
Bar  Co.,  Chicago;  the  Rough  Rider  lamp; 
tool-box  of  H.  A.  Brown,  Springfield,  Mass., 
and    cement    of   the   Johnstown    Cement    Co., 

Johnstown,  N.  Y. 

.•••••■•..••••■.•"••••••••••■•••••■•••••■■••■••■••••••••••••••••■■••■•• 

M.  G.  Oppenheim. 

M.  G.  Oppenheim,  one  of  the  most  enter- 
prising manufacturers'  agents  in  New  York, 
showed  samples  from  the  following  firms, 
which  he  represents:  The  Jamestown  Dry- 
Plate  Works,  manufacturers  of  the  Sun  dry- 
plates;  C.  W.  Morgan,  Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  G. 
W.   Cilley  Co.,   Norwich,   Conn.,  chains;  the 


toe-clips  and  clamps  of  the  Sidway  Mfg.  Co., 
Chicago;  the  bicycles  and  fittings  of  the 
League  Cycle  Works,  Milwaukee;  spokes 
and  nipples  and  axles  of  the  Wire  Goods  Co., 
of  Worcester;  the  lamp  brackets  of  F.  L.  El- 
lis &  Sons,  Milldale,  Conn.;  saddles  of  the 
Beckley-Ralston  Co.,  Chicago;  Phoenix  lug- 
gage carrier,  manufactured  by  M.  H.  Benja- 
min, of  Phoenix,  Penn.,  and  pedals  of  the 
Cycle  Components  Co.,  of  New  York,  and  a 
line  of  cement  of  the  Michigan  Cement  & 
Sundry  Co.,  Niles,  Mich. 

Mr.   Oppenheim  attracted  considerable  at- 
tention   to    his    exhibit    by    giving    away,    as 
souvenirs,  boxes  of  the  Sun  dry-plates. 
••"•"•"•■■•"••••"•"•"•"•"•"•"•"••••"••••"•"••••"•"•"•• 

American  Saddle  Co. 

This  combiiiation  of  American  manufac- 
turers of  bicycle  saddles  have  a  very  interest- 
ing exhibit,  among  the  lines  shown  being  the 
following:  Garford,  Christy,  Hunt,  Brown, 
P.  &  F.,  Wheeler,  and  Gilliam.  The  exhibit 
is  stationed  on  the  main  floor  at  almost  the 
extreme  right-hand  side  from  the  main  en- 
trance and  all  the  well-known,  good  saddles 
made  by  the  above  firms  are  on  exhibition. 
The  latest  things  in  Hunt,  Garford,  Wheeler 
and  Brown  are  part  of  the  exhibit  and  Chris- 
ty, P.  &  F.  are  well  represented.  The  booth 
is  very  prettily  decorated  and  is  under  the 
supervision  of  Mr.  Cassidy,  of  the  company, 
assisted  by  Mr.  Roger  Enwright  and  S.  B. 
Leonard. 

.•..•..•.■•..•••••••••••••••••■••••••••■••••■••••••••••••■•■■••••••••••• 

Gottlieb's  Perfect  Bicycle  Co. 

One  of  the  entirely  new  devices  shown  was 
that  exhibited  by  Gottlieb's  Perfect  Bicycle 
Co.,  New  York.  This  is  a  bicycle  in  which 
the  construction  of  the'  crank-hanger  mechan- 
ism is  arranged  so  that  the  chain  and 
sprockets  cannot  interfere  with  the  wearing 
apparel  of  the  rider,  and,  it  is  claimed,  no 
guards  are  required.  The  Perfect  bicycle,  it 
is  said,  has  no  dead-centre  and  no  lost  mo- 
tion. It  does  not  interfere  with  the  feet  while 
coasting,  as  the  rider  v^rhen  coasting  simply 
drops  his  feet.  It  is  also  said  this  bicycle  is 
practicable,  durable,  frictionless  and  dust- 
proof.  It  is  made  in  two  grades — $55  and  $70 
— and  guaranteed  for  six  months. 

••.•••.••••"••••"•■••«•"••••*'•"•"•"•"•"*"*"*"****"*"*"** 

Twentieth  Century  Mfg.  Co. 

As  in  former  years,  the  exhibit  of  the  20th 
Century  Manufacturing  Co.  is  one  of  the  most 
attractive  and  conspicuoiis  in  the  Show. 
Against  a  background  of  red  was  a  frame 
containing  souvenirs  given  out  at  all  the  bicy- 
cle shows  during  the  past  seven  years  and 
representing  an  outlay  of  over  $50,000.  In 
the  center  of  the  exhibit  was  a  post  sur- 
mounted by  a  large  revolving  sign,  the  top 
of  which  was  seventeen  feet  above  the  floor. 
Red  posts  surmounted  with  electric  lights 
were  in  various  parts  of  the  exhibit,  and 
stands  containing  the  20th   Century  gas  and 
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CALL  AND  SEE 


The  Schrader  Adjustable  Bar 


..  AT    THE  .. 


NEW  YORK  CYCLE  SHOW. 


Spaces  Nos. 

29 

AND 

30 


Spaces  Nos. 

29 

AND 

30 


U.S. 

SELLING 

AGENTS 


IVEN 
BRANDENBURG 
COMPANY. 


SIDE  ARMS  ENTERING  DOWN  STEM. 


Write  it  on  Your  Cuff  ^^tcl 

^^^^^^^"^^^^^^^^^^""^  else  — 
as  soon  as  you  see  this  "ad."  Don't 
trust  your  "memory;"  it  Is  po8s!= 
ble  to  forget,  and  the  longer  you  put 
off  familiarizing:  vourself  with  the 
SCHRADER  BAR  just  that  much 
longer  are  you  in  the  dark  concerning 
"  what  is."  Our  Demonstrator  is 
ready.      So  you'd  best  take  a  look. 

makers: 

HOLLENBECK  SADDLE  GO. 

SYRACUSE,    N.  V. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


DOWN  STEM  AND  EXPANDER. 
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oil  lamps  were  attractively  shown.  The  ex- 
hibit occupied  two  spaces  and  C.  A.  Gregg 
and  the  irrepressible  "Governor"  Castle  were 
in  charge.  As  usual,  the  firm  gave  away  sou- 
venirs, but  this  year  they  were  confined  to 
members  of  the  trade,  and  were  distributed 
in  a  reception  room  at  the  back  of  the  exhib- 
it, and  the  firm  showed  fine  taste  in  their 
choice. 

....•..(.■•..a ...«..,...........•..•..•..•.■•..■. 

Crescent-Sterling.  . 
••••••••• 

In  the  olive-green  tinted  Sterlings  one  finds 
examples  of  bicycle  construction  of  the  "built 
like  a  watch"  sort — the  sort  that  stood  "ace 
high"  when  wheels  sold  for  much  higher 
prices  than  they  do  to-day.  In  quality  the 
Sterling  of  to-day  is  the  "good  old"  Sterling. 
The  oval  section-crank,  the  tapered  pedal-pin 
(strongest  where  the  strain  is  greatest),  the 
expensively  made  large  sprocket-wheel,  the 
remarkably  strong,  reinforced  fork-crown — 
these  all  bespeak  Sterling  quality.  A  feature 
of  both  the  singles  and  tandems  is  the  direct- 
spoked  front  wheel — a  reminder  of  the  "way 
back"  days.  Tangent  spokes  make  a  stifTer 
wheel.  Direct  spokes  are  neater,  and  serve 
excellently  on  the  front  wheel,  where  propor- 
tionately greater  elasticity  is  desirable. 

Among   the    Sterlings    are    a    men's    and    a 
women's  bevel-gear  chainless,  the  larger  gear- 
wheel being  centered  in  the  bottom-bracket. 
THE    CRESCENTS. 

A  Crescent  chainless,  ridden  19,700  miles  in 
'99  by  Irving  Harrison,  of  Hackensack,  N.  J., 
is  on  view  and  in  easy  running  order.  Mr. 
Harrison  is  a  "Crescent  fiend,"  having  ridden 
88,474  miles  in  four  years  on  that  make. 

There  is  a  working  model  of  the  bevel  Cres- 
cent chainless-gear,  and,  of  course,  men's  and 
women's  models  of  the  1900  chainless. 

Nothing  red-tapey  about  the  Crescents. 
Among  men's  models  they  are  probably  not 
excelled  in  beauty  of  outline.  In  both  men's 
and  women's  models,  excellence  in  essentials 
is  looked  after.  The  Crescent  fork  is  all  black. 
This  line  has  had  the  reputation  of  late  years 
of  being  the  most  sought  for  by  agents.  It  is 
a  comprehensive  line.  The  juvenile  samples 
at  the  show  are  notably  shapely,  sturdy  little 
beasts. 

This  joint  exhibit  is  in  charge  of  C.  V.  Tut- 
tle,  manager  of  the  eastern  Western  Wheel 
Works  Sales  Department.  He  is  assisted 
by  L.  C.  Cherrill,  W.  E.  Sparks,  W.  E. 
Dougherty,  F.  S.  Daily,  A.  E.  Hughes. 

Frank  Mossberg  Co. 

■•«••••• 

The  Frank  Mossberg  Co.,  of  Attleboro, 
Mass.,  show  the  only  tire-chime-bell  on  the 
market.  They  enjoyed  quite  a  large  sale  last 
year,  even  though  it  was"  not  brought  out 
until  late  and  was  not  inserted  in  the  large 
jobbers'  catalogues,  but  this  year  it  is  listed 
in  the  catalogues  and  orders  have  been  re- 
ceived from  nearly  every  large  jobber  in  the 
country.    The  No.  2  tire  bell  is  the  only  one 


with  2i-inch  gong,  which  retails  at  50  cents. 
Their    Cuckoo    chime,    so-called    because    of 
the  sound  it  makes  resembling  the  call  of  a 
cuckoo,  retails  at  50  cents.     They  also   show 
an  electric  chime,  probably  the  loudest  sound- 
ing  ever   made.      Many   dealers   say   they   are 
going  to  catalogue  it  as  an  automobile  bell, 
claiming  that  it  makes  so  much  noise  there  is 
no    need    of    using    one    of    the    heavy    bells. 
Their   wrenches,   of   course,   are    well   known 
and  the  company  reports  they  have  been  han- 
dled, for   some    time   by    Markt    &    Co.,    who 
placed   half  a   million   of   them   with   the   Eu- 
ropean  trade.      Mr.    Frank    Mossberg    is    the 
inventor,  also,  of  the  Develine  whistle.     C.  E. 
Munroe  is  in  charge  of  the  booth,  assisted  by 
W.  H.  Bacon. 

.•..•..••.••••••••••■■••••••••••••••■••■•■•••••••••■•••••••■••••••••■••• 

American  Roller-Bearing  Co. 


American  Roller-Bearing  Co.  shows  a 
roller-bearing  which  has  been  put  on  the 
market  during  the  last  year.  It  has  been  in 
competition  with  all  types  of  bearings — solid, 
ball  and  roller — and  as  a  result  of  this  com- 
petition has  been  adopted  by  many  of  the 
leading  vehicle  manufacturers.-  It  secured  the 
highest  award  at  the  Philadelphia  Export 
Exposition,  and,  it  is  claimed,  has  a  higher 
efficiency  than  any  roller-bearing,  there  be- 
ing no  rubbing  friction  whatever,  running 
without  oil;  and  oil  is  never  used,  except 
where  the  bearings  are  apt  to  rust.  They 
have  a  650-pound  wheel  which  is  run  only  by 
a  slight  touch.  Frederick  V.  Hill,  the  sec- 
retary of  the  company,  is  in  charge,  assisted 
by  Mr.  Myron  V.  Hill,  president. 

IMcKee  &  llarrington. 
■•»•»•• 

At  booth  23  is  shown  the  old-reliable  Lynd- 
hurst  bicycle,  made  by  the  pioneer  American 
manufacturers,    the    second    oldest    manufac- 
turers in  America,  McKee  &  Harrington,  of 
New  York.     The  feature  of  the  Lyndhurst  is 
well  known;  it  has  the  triple  front  fork,  no- 
ted  for  its  rigidity,   and  the  machine   for   its 
staunchness   and   lightness.     One   of   the   star 
exhibits   is   an   18-pound   roadster,   which  has 
been  much  admired  by  many  visitors  to  the 
booth.     The    well-known    Metropolitan    rac- 
ing  man,    Paul    Grosch,    is   in    charge   of   the 
exhibit,  while  Mr.  Joseph  McKee  and  others 
are  constantly  in  attendance. 

••■.•■••■■•■.•-••••••••••"••••••••••••••••■••■■••••■•••••••••••••••••• 

Griffith  &  Colwell. 

Griffith  &  Colwell,  the  New  York  manu- 
facturers' agents,  showed  samples  of  the  fol- 
lowing firms  whom  they  represent  in  the 
East:  C.  &  T.  Mfg.  Co.,  bicycles;  Power 
Mfg.  Co.,  chains;  Duckworth  chains.  League 
handle-bars   and   Pathfinder   bicycles. 

••"•"•"••••"•"•"•••••••"•"•■•••••••••••••••••••••••"••••••••••• 

Fredrick  Handle-Bar  Co. 

The  Fredrick  Handle-Bar  Co. — In  the  cen- 
ter  of   a   red   background   in   the    form    of  a 


frame  on  which  was  shown  the  Fredrick  han- 
dle-bar in  all  its  forms  was  a  painting  of  the 
well  known  "Fredrick  Girl,"  with  the  Fred- 
rick bar.  Around  the  frame  were  electric 
lights  arranged  so  as  to  throw  their  light  on 
the  picture  and  bars.  Wheels  fitted  with  the 
Fredrick  bars  were  also  part  of  the  exhibit. 
A  large  electric  sign  surmounted  the  back  of 
the  stand.  Mr.  E.  S.  Partridge,  the  general 
sales  manager,  was  in  charge  of  the  exhibit, 
which  attracted  considerable  attention  owing 
to  the  tasty  and  artistic  manner  in  which  the 
bar  is  exhibited. 

Featherstone,  Tribune,  Fleetwing,  Envoy. 

.e..a..«> 

Eleven  models,  five  for  women.  There  are 
Featherstone  peculiarities,  but  those  which 
the  makers  consider  best  are  inconspicuous — ■ 
the  crank-hanger,  for  example.  The  pedals, 
too.  The  large  sprocket  wheel  is  designed  to 
gain  strength  with  the  least  display  of  metal. 
In  every  respect  the  Featherstone  line  is 
worthy.  Since  the  renewal  of  the  policy  of 
dealing  direct  with  dealers,  last  year,  this  has 
been  amply  demonstrated  by  the  sales. 

Three  of  the  ladies'  models  have  removable 
front-wheel  brakes,  with  rubbered  shoes. 
Three  have  inconspicuous  cam-binders  instead 
of  internal  binders  for  the  seat-post.  A 
ladies'  model  in  black  has  mahogany  rims  and 
guards.  One  is  entirely  in  dark  green.  The 
men's  models  also  vary  in  tints.  One,  black 
with  mahogany  rims,  is  particularly  neat. 
Arched  crowns  on  all  Featherstones. 

The  "Featherstone  pink"  is  again  a  feature 
of  the  Show. 

THE   TRIBUNE. 

Last  3fear  there  was  a  free  drawing  for  a 
Featherstone.  This  time  a  Tribune  is  the 
prize.     Free  tickets  are  given  out  nightly. 

Another  one  of  the  marvels  of  the  Show  is 
a  ladies'  Tribune,  entirely  in  robin's-egg  blue, 
with  a  minimum  of  nickeled  parts  and  just  a 
trace  of  delicate  striping.  The  lower  front 
tube  is  straight,  the  upper  curved.  Long 
head.  The  internal  head  binder  also  controls 
the  bar  adjustment.  Another,  a  bit  less  airy, 
has  both  lower  front  tubes  curved.  This  is 
the  ladies'  Blue  Streak.  The  fork-crown  is  a 
hollow"  square  forging.  All  the  men's  models 
have  this  same  fork-crown,  including  one  with 
bevel  chainless  gear.  These  machines  have 
the  Gaylor  internal  binding,  easy  to  work  and 
hard  to  understand,  by  reason  of  its  sim- 
plicity. Apparently  it  is  only  a  washer.  An- 
other Tribune  feature  is  the  bottom-bracket 
barrel — so  connected  as  to  seem  very  small. 

Robin's-egg  blue  finish  on  all  Tribunes. 

EN\OY,  FLEETWING,  F.'VY. 
A  buyer  would  be  puzzled  at  the  quality  and 
finish  of  all  of  these,  in  view  of  the  low 
prices.  It  is  these  lower-priced  goods  that 
so  well  represent  American  labor-saving  skill. 
The  Envoys  (for  men)  and  Fleetwings  (for 
women)  have  all  the  modern  features. 
Double-plate  fork-crowns,  two-piece  hangers. 
The   ladies'    wheels   have   front-wheel   brakes. 
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THE  GEORGE  N.  PIERCE  CO. 


OUR  NEW  1900  MODELS. 


The  PIERCE  Cushion-Frame  Chainless. 

Our  Entire  Line  is  Covered  by  a  Season's  Guarantee. 

SECTIONAL  VIEW  OF  PIERCE  CUSHION-FRAME  CHAINLESS. 


1  —  Bottom  gear  cover. 

3— Rear  drive  shaft  gear. 

3— Rear  drive  shaft  nut. 

4 — Drive  shaft  lock  nut. 

5— Rear  drive  shaft  adjusting  cone 

lock  screw. 
6— Rear  drive  shaft  adjusting  cone 

flange. 
7— Rear  drive  shaft  adjusting  cone. 
8 — Drive  shaft  cup. 
9— Rear  hub. 
10— Rear  hub  gear. 


i  1  — Rear  hub  gear  lock'nut. 
12— Hub  gear  adjusting  sleeve. 
13— Adjusting  sleeve  lock  nut. 
14— Rear  hub  dust  guard. 
15 — Centre  bracket. 
16  —Bracket  (right  side). 
17— Bracket  (left  side). 
18— Crank  bracket  side  screw. 
19 — Centre  bracket  adjusting  cone. 
30— Centre    bracket   adjusting   cone 
lock. 


31 — Centre  bracket  ball  retainer. 

83— Centre  bracket  felt. 

33 — Crank  bracket  cups. 

34— Ball  retaining  washer. 

35— Crank  bracket  felt  washer. 

36  -Crank  adjusting  cone. 

37 — Crank  adjusting  cone  flange. 

38— Crank  adjusting  cone  washer. 

39- Crank  adjusting  cone  lock  nut. 

30 -Crank  axle. 

31 — Gear  screw. 


33 — Gear  screw  nut. 

33 — Crank  gear . 

34— Front  drive  shaft  adjusting  flange 

35— Front  drive  shaft  gear. 

36— Drive  shaft. 

37— Rear  cone. 

38— Rear  cone  felt  washer. 

39 — Rear  cone  flange. 

40— Rear  hub  cup. 

41 — Rear  axle. 

43 — Rear  cone  sleeve. 


PIERCE    CUSHION-FRAME    CHAINLESS. 


la  presenting  the  Pierce  Cushion-Frame  Chainless  to  the  public,  we  have  perfected,  after  months 
of  study  and  experimenting,  the  most  advanced  ideas  in  cycle  construction,  The  advantages  of  the 
bevel-gear  chainless  are^too  well  known  to  need  explanation,  and  the  ease  and  comfort  of  the  cushion 
device  are  so  firmly  established  that  the  combination  of  these  two  must  at  once  appeal  to  those  who 
desire  the  best  and  latest  features  in  cycle  making.  Not  only  is  the  cushion  chainless  exceedingly  neat 
and  trim  in  appearance,  but  the  devices  for  combining  these  points  are  very  simple.  The  rear  stays  and 
crank  box,  which  contain  the  gears,  are  entirely  independent  of  the  main  part  of  the  frame  and  form  at 
the  crank  bracket  a  large  rocker  ball  bearing.  The  two  sides  being  firm'y  fastened  together  at  the 
crank  bracket,  oscillate  on  this  bearing,  performing  the  same  work,  in  conjunction  with  the  cushion,  as 
the  flat  steel  spring  on  the  chain-driven  model.  The  upper  rear  stays  are  hinged  to  the  lower  rears,  as 
in  the  chain  wheel,  making  it  impossible  for  the  gears  to  get  out  of  alignment  from  jolts  or  vibration. 
Aside  from  oiling,  care  of  tires  and  ordinary  cleaning  of  outside  parts,  the  machine  requires  no  atten- 
tion from  the  rider. 

CATALOGUES  NOW  READY. 

THE    GEORGE    N.    PIERCE    CO., 

BOSTON.  NEW  YORK.  BUFFALO.  DENVER. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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,ind  felt-lined   chain-guards.     The  ladies'   and 
men's  wheels  are  black. 

FAY   JUVENILES. 

These  machines  for  "little  men  and  women" 
are  on  view  in  various  booths,  in  20,  24  and 
26  inch  wheels.  They  are  black  and  are  as 
thorough  as  the  adult  wheels,  barring  exterior 
seat-post  binder.  Head  internal  binder  also 
adjusts  the  bar. 

In  charge  of  the  Featherstone-Tribune-En- 
voy-Fleetwing  spaces  are  R.  E.  Rueschaw, 
manager  of  the  Featherstone  Eastern  sales 
departments,  assisted  by  C.  B.  Vaughan  and 
J.  H.  Toole. 

Un?on  Cycle  Mfg.  Co. 

Space  76  contains  four  models,  under  the 
care  of  Mr.  McDowell,  one  of  the  "old  ones" 
in  the  business.  One  m.odel  is  in  red,  with 
black  head,  and  handle-bars  set  well  forward 
of  the  head — a  machine  for  the  swift.  The 
customary  improvements,  two-piece  hanger, 
arched  crown.  A  white-headed  black  model 
has  a  two-plate  crown,  D-section  rear  stays 
and  square  cranks.  The  handle-bars  on  all 
have  the  characteristic  Union  shape,  well 
known  of  old.  Record  pedals  on  all,  of 
course,  and  a  Morrow  coaster-brake  on  one. 
No  ladies'  machines  shown. 

Meiselbach,  Columbus,  Carnival  and  Famous. 

At  the  magnificent  booths,  14  to  20,  on  the 
left-hand  side  of  the  Garden,  are  sihown  the 
Meiselbach,  Columbus,  Carnival  and  Famous 
bicycles  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  The 
decorations  of  the  booths  are  first-class,  and 
they  have  a  fine  list  of  exhibits. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Carter  is  in  charge,  assisted  by 
Mr.  H.  C.  Burleigh  and  A.  M.  SchefTey.  M. 
A.  Quelling,  who  is  now  on  the  road,  will  be 
at  the  show  later  in  the  week. 

Translucent  Window  Sign  Co. 

An  attractive  exhibit  is  that  of  the  Trans- 
lucent  Window    Sign    Co.,    New   York,    who 
make  decalcomanias   for  bicycles.     Their  ex- 
hibit was  surmounted  by  an  illuminated  eye, 
which  made  it  conspicuous  in  the  gallery. 
•••■••■•■■•■••-••■•"••■•-•-••■•-•-••••■••■■••■>•■•■■«»>-••••••*• 

Willis  Park  Row  Bicycle  Co. 

The  Willis  Park  Row  Bicycle  Co.,  New 
York,  well  known  as  the  cash  price  house, 
has  a  very  attractive  booth  and  numerous 
exhibits,  consisting  of  all  that  goes  into  mak- 
ing a  bicycle  and  decorating  it — bells,  lamps, 
pumps,  saddles,  tires,  etc.  These  are  shown 
in  profusion.  Mr.  W.  Richards  is  in  charge, 
assisted  by  W.  E.  Baker. 

C.  J.   Downing. 


At  the  stand  of  C.  J.  Downing,  New  York, 
is  shown  a  full  line  of  automobile  and  bicycle 


parts,  as  well  as  full  line  of  bicycle  fittings. 
The  "Sole  Toe-Clip,"  owned  and  manufac- 
tured by  this  concern,  is  one  of  the  special 
features  of  the  exhibit.  They  have,  also,  an 
automatic  foot  pump,  doing  away  with  the 
rubber  contrivance  entirely.  They  show,  in 
addition,   the   Sherman  line   of  bicycles. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Downing  is  in  charge,  assisted 
by  L.  E.  Holden.  Mr.  Downing  gives  away 
as  a  souvenir  a  two-prong  chain-brush,  which 
is  a  useful  as  well  as  attractive  souvenir. 


American  Dunlop  Tire  C*. 

The  American  Dunlop  Tire  Co.,  of  Belle- 
ville, N.  J.,  the  well-known  tire  concern, 
shows  a  full  line  of  Dunlop  detachable  tires 
of  the  famous  two-hand  brand.  An  interest- 
ing exhibit  is  South  Sea  Island  cotton  fabric, 
in  its  native  condition,  which  is  very  inter- 
esting to  spectators.  A  full  line  of  tires  for 
bicycles,  carriages  and  automobiles  are  a  part 
of  the  exhibit.  Manager  Kirk  Brown  is  in 
charge  here,  assisted  by  R.  H.  Laporte  and 
W.    H.    Kirkpatrick. 


B.  F.  Goodrich  Company. 

The  B.  F.  Goodrich  Company,  of  Akron, 
O.,  is  noted  for  its  famous  tires  and  rubbers, 
and  has  a  very  attractive  exhibit,  embellished 
with  numerous  electric  lights.  This  exhibit 
is  under  the  charge  of  Howard  E.  Raymond, 
manager  of  the  B.  F.  Goodrich  Company,  as- 
sisted by  J.  H.  Sheldon,  of  the  New  York 
office.  They  show  a  full  line  of  bicycles, 
carriage  and  motor  tires,  and  have  also  a 
novelty  in  the  way  of  a  non-puncturable  in- 
ner tube,  known  as  the  Goodrich  U.  P.  Tube. 


W.  P.  Miller's  Sons. 

W.  P.  Miller's  Sons,  Brooklyn,  showed 
their  well-known  Excelsior  lubricant  for  bi- 
cycle chains  and  bearings.  This  lubricant 
has  been  on  the  market  for  a  number  of 
years  and  is  now  one  of  the  standard  articles 
of  the  trade. 

Kokomo  Rubber  Co. 
.•»•»•■ 

The   Kokomo   Rubber   Co.   had  samples  of 
their  well-known  Clover  Leaf,  Defender  and 
Oxford  tires,  the  two  first-named   being   guar- 
anteed.   Mr.  O.  L.  Molder  had  charge  of  the 
exhibit  and  was  enthusiastic  in  praise  of  the 
firm's    goods. 

••"••••"••••"•"•..•"•"•"•■.••.••••••••.••.••■•.•••••«•••••.••••• 

E.  A.  Brecher  &  Co. 

E.  A.  Brecher  &  Co.,  95  Reade  street,  New 
York,  showed  a  big  line  of  parts,  sundries  and 
fittings  for  bicycles,  including  the  Perfection 
and  New  Century  wheels,  the  former  listing 
at  $75  and  the  latter  at  $50. 


Automatic  Tire  Inflator  Co. 

Automatic  Tire  Inflator  Co.,  of  Provi- 
dence, showed  a  very  ingenious  arrangement 
in  the  shape  of  a  slot-machine  for  pumping 
tires.  A  penny  dropped  in  the  machine  man- 
ufactured by  this  company  starts  an  electric 
motor  which  operates  a  pump,  and  at  the 
same  time  lights  any  electric  advertising  de- 
vice desired.  A  feature  of  the  inflator  is  an 
ingenious  arrangement  for  detecting  spurious 
coins.  The  electric  advertising  device  is 
rented,  but  the  firm  makes  another  slot-ma- 
chine for  use  with  an  ordinary  pump,  which 
sells  for  $15. 

••"•"•"•"•"•"••••■••«••.•••••••••••••"•"••••«••••"•"••••"•• 

Boston  Woven  Hose  Co. 

■•-•-•» 
The  Boston  Woven  Hose  Co.,  Cambridge- 
port,  Mass.,  made  an  attractive  exhibit  of 
Vim  and  Vim  Cactus  tires,  under  the  man- 
agement of  W.  M.  Stearns.  Vim  Cactus 
tires  have  two  extra  strips  on  the  thread  to 
prevent  punctures  and  are  almost  puncture 
proof.  Another  specialty  is  the  Vimoid  re- 
pair kit,  which  is  no  larger  than  an  ordinary 
tube,  and  is  fitted  with  a  top  which  obviates 
the  necessity  of  using  tools.  This  has  always 
been  one  of  the  most  popular  of  the  exhibits, 
and  this  year's  is  no  exception. 

••"•..•.••"••.•••••••"•••••.•.■•■.•"••■••.•■••'.•.■•"••••.•••••.■•' 

Bundy  Lamp  Co. 

This  stand  was  conspicuous  by  a  number 
of  locomotive  headlights  fitted  with  the  well- 
known  improved  Bundy  acetylene  bicycle 
lamp,  the  carbide  chamber  of  which  has  been 
enlarged  and  made  to  burn  commercial  one- 
half  inch  carbide.  The  exhibit  attracted  con- 
siderable attention.  The  company  also  showed 
the  Bundy  carriage  lamps  and  the  popular 
student  lamp. 

.«..(..(..•..•„•..•..•..•-•..•..•.■•..•..•..•.■•»•■■•■••»•»•■■>••■• 

Standard  Welding  Co. 

Two  frames  showing  the  various  fittings 
manufactured  by  the  Standard  Welding  Co. 
constituted  the  exhibit  of  that  firm,  which  in- 
cluded samples  of  forks,  seamless  tubing, 
seat-posts,  frame  connections,  etc.  Mr.  W. 
Perong  is  in  charge. 

.,..,..,..,..,..,..a~:.t..:.:.:.m-»-»-m-*-»——~m——~m- 

Mechanical  Fabric  Co. 

The  Mechanical  Fabric  Co.,  of  Providence, 
attracted  considerable  attention  by  showing 
a  large  lump,  or  biscuit,  of  rubber.  The  firm 
also  showed  the  Conqueror,  Wainwright, 
Flexifort  tires  and  inner  tubes,  valve  stems 
and  plugs. 

.(....•.•..(..•..•~« •->■.* •..«.....•..• •■.••■•• 

Reading  Standard  Mfg.  Co. 

The  Reading  Standard  Mfg.  Co.  showed 
ten  Reading  Standard  machines,  including  a 
roadster,    road    racers    and    track    racers,    at 
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WHAT  ARE  YOU  GOING 
TO  DO  ABOUT  IT? 

Are  you  going  to  sell  in  1900  the  Stand- 
ard Juvenile  wheel  of  America  and  the 
world,  or  a  second  or  third  grade  make? 

The  Elfin  Juvenile  is  a  perfect  child's  bi- 
cycle. It  is  finished  as  no  other  child's 
wheel  is.  It  is  a  high-grade  child's  wheel — 
the  highest  grade. 

It  possesses  the  distinction  of  having  sev- 
eral marked  peculiarities  of  construction 
that  are  shown  in  no  other  child's  bicycle 
— namely,  a  crank-hanger  that  is  reversible, 
a  simple  chain  adjustment,  and  a  frame 
construction  that  admits  of  quick  repair 
in  case  of  accident. 

Its  superiority  has  been  recognized  by 
the  National  Export  Exposition  in  Phila- 
delphia with  a  medal  and  award. 

If  you  don't  know  much  about  Elfin 
Juveniles,  make  it  your  business  to  learn. 
Write  for  our  beautifully  illustrated  cata- 
logue. 

We  shall  exhibit  at  the  Cycle  Show  with 
Messrs.  R.  H.  Wolff  &  Co.,  our  distributing 
agents  for  Greater  New  York. 

FRAZER  &  JONES  CO.,  Makers, 
Syracuse,  N.  Y. 


MADE  from  the  Celebrated 
Brass-Lined,  Anti-Rust, 
Clincher  Tubing,  undoubtedly 
the  Strongest,  Fastest  and  Safest 
Tubing  made.  When  properly 
presented  to  the  rider,  and  this 
subject  well  explained,  most  riders 
will  buy  a  new  brass-lined  bicycle 
for  safety's  sake  who  would  other- 
wise continue  to  use  last  season's 
wheel.  Thus  greater  profits  to 
enterprising  dealers.     Try  it. 


See  pages  19  and  45. 

Get  Samples  of  this  Tubing. 

Talk  It  and  Make  More 

Sales  and  More  Profit. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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weights  from  20  to  23J  pounds.  They  had 
black,  white,  crimson  and  robin's-egg  blue 
finish.  The  Reading  Standard  line  has  been 
described  in  The  Wheel,  and  is  one  of 
the  standard  makes  of  America.  This  year 
the  wheels  are  fitted  with  Goodrich,  Palmer, 
Hartford,  Dunlop  or  M.  &  W.  tires,  the  In- 
dianapolis No.  32  chains.  Brown,  Garford  or 
Wheeler  saddles.  G.  A.  Boyer,  assisted  by 
A.  H.  Hitchcock  and  L.  H.  Elmer,  is  in 
charge  of  the  stand.  Mr.  Boyer  also  showed 
the  products  of  the  Pennsylvania  Rubber  Co., 
showing  a  full  line  of  tires  of  different  grades, 
including  the  dark  and  2M,  Middletown  and 
Wilcox.  He  also  had  charge  of  the  exhibit 
of  the  Roy  Bicycle  Co.,  of  Buffalo,  who  make 
two  grades  of  moderate-priced  wheels  and 
are  prepared  to  supply  them  in  quantities, 
with  or  without  tires. 


.*••.•»•»•»•••••*•*. 


Electro  Lamp  Co. 

At  spaces  205  and  206  the  Electro  Lamp 
Co.  has  one  of  the  most  attractive  exhibits 
of  the  Bicycle  Show.  This  exhibit  is  under 
the  charge  of  J.  F.  Hollingworth,  who,  in  the 
course  of  an  hour  on  Saturday,  transformed 
a  beautiful  exhibit  from  chaos.  The  exhibit 
has  a  red  background,  surmounted  by  a  large 
electrical  sign.  The  feature  of  the  exhibit 
was  an  Electro  lamp,  mounted  on  a  revolv- 
mg  wheel,  being  jarred  rapidly  by  concealed 
mechanism,  effectively  showing  that  the  Elec- 
tro lamp  cannot  be  jarred  out.  At  the  rear 
of  the  exhibit  were  various  sized  cans  of  car- 
bide, the  control  of  which  is  in  the  hands  of 
the  Electro  Lamp  Co.,  for  bicycle  uses.  Ar- 
ranged in  pyramid  form  in  the  centre  of  the 
exhibit  was  a  table  showing  various  sizes  of 
carbide  in  glass  receptacles. 

Mr.  Hollingworth  had  just  returned  from 
a  trip  through  the  West,  where  he  secured 
some  very  large  orders,  and  his  exhibit  at- 
tracted   considerable   attention. 

Detachable  Mud  Guard  Co. 
••»•••■• 

The  Detachable  Mud  Guard  Co.,  of  Syra- 
cuse, N.  Y.,  showed  their  new  bicycle  de- 
tachable mud-guard,  said  to  be  one  of  the 
simplest  and  lightest  weight  guards  on  the 
market.  It  weighs  only  eight  ounces.  It  can 
be  applied  without  interfering  with  any  ad- 
justments— simply  locks  itself  to  the  wheel 
without,  the  use  of  a  wrench  or  screwdriver. 
It  is  so  easily  applied  that  a  lady  or  even  a 
child  can  attach  it,  and  they  are  said  to  have 
been  placed  in  position  in  less  than  ten  sec- 
onds.   They  retail  for  50  cents. 


iiC 


The  Schrader  Adjustable  Bar. 


States   and    Canadian    selling   agents   for   this 
bar. 

As  the  illustration  herewith  will  show,  the 
Schrader  bar  has  several  decidedly  advanta- 
geous features'  embodied  in  its  construction. 
The  working  device  of  this  bar  consists  of 
sixteen  interlocking  friction  blades,  four  pro- 
jecting from  each  arm  and  interlocking  with 
eight  blades  on  the  handle-bar  down  stem, 
making  in  all  fifteen  friction  surfaces  through 
which  is  passed  the  binding-bolt,  which 
holds  the  bar  perfectly  rigid  when  adjusted. 
The  object  of  this  construction  is  to  secure  a 
reliable  fastening,  a  perfect  alignment  of  the 
arms  at  any  angle,  a  strong  down  stem  and 
sn  unlimited  range  of  adjustment.  One  of 
the  particularly  good  features  of  the  Schrader 
bar  is  that  when  the  lock-nut  is  loosened  for 
an  adjustment,  the  arms  do  not  drop,  out  are 
held  in  place  by  a  slight  pressure  of  the  fric- 
tion surfaces,  thereby  enabling  the  rider  to 
more  easily  secure  the  required  adjustment 
without  difficulty. 


The  Hollenbeck  Saddle  Co.,  of  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.,  invites  all  manufacturers,  jobbers,  deal- 
ers and  riders  to  examine  its  Schrader  adjust- 
able handle-bar,  which  is  exhibited  at  the 
New  York  Cycle  Show  at  spaces  Nos,  29  and 
30  by  the  Iven  Brandenburg  Co.,  sole  United 


The  finest  quality  of  Swedoh  steel  is  used 
in  the  interlocking  blades,  which  makes  the 
bar  an  exceedingly  strong  one.  The  fact 
that  the  down  stem  is  secured  by  eight  of 
these  Swedoh  steel  blades  to  the  arms  (of 
four  blades  each),  makes  it  as  strong  as 
though  the  arms  and  stem  were  all  one  piece. 
No  special  wrench  is  required  for  effecting  an 
adjustment;  an  ordinary  wrench  will  do  the 
work.  The  ease  and  accuracy  with  which  the 
arms  can  be  raised  and  lowered  for  adjust- 
ment is  a  particularly  strong  feature,  and 
there  can  be  no  possibility  of  annoyance  in 
adjusting,  or  of  one  arm  being  lower  than 
the  other,  as  they  are  not  interfered  with  by 
either  corrugations,  pins  or  aught  else. 

The  expander  device,  too,  is  very  simple, 
very  effective  and,  at  the  same  time,  is  some- 
thing decidedly  new.  The  central  binding 
bolt  has  an  eccentric  slot  cut  upon 
it.  This  operates  the  expander  blade,  which 
h  detached  from  the  remainder  of  the  down 
stem;   therefore,   in  order  to   expand   or  lock 


the  down  stem  in  the  head  tube  of  the  bicycle 
it  is  accomplished  by  turning  the  square  end 
of  the  central  binding  bolt  to  the  right,  and 
one   half  turn   of  this   bolt  locks   the  bar  st 
curely. 

Another  point  in  favor  of  the  Schrader  bar 
is  that  it  weighs  from  four  to  six  ounces  less 
than  almost  any  other  adjustable  bar  of  this 
type  in  the  market.  This  bar  is  made  with 
I  down  stem,  and  the  number  of  positions 
which  the  side  arms  can  be  made  to  assume 
is  innumerable.  The  Schrader  bar  is  made  in 
two  styles.  The  Schrader  regular  has  twen- 
ty inches  adjustment  between  grips  to  widest 
point,  and  the  Schrader  special  twenty-one 
inches — every  position  the  rider  could  desire 
— and  the  grips  at  always  the  same  pitch. 
Consequently,  when  the  Schrader  bar  is  ad- 
justed to  a  bicycle  it  is  one  of  the  cleanest  cut 
in  appearance,  easiest  to  operate,  lightest  in 
weight  and  most  thoroughly  manageable  of 
handle-bars. 

Mr.  Geo.  H.  Lloyd,  manager  of  the  Hollen- 
beck Saddle  Co.,  is  present  at -the  New  York 
Cycle  Show  at  the  exhibit  of  the  Iven  Bran- 
denburg Co.  to  personally  exploit  the  many 
good  features  of  this  bar. 

.••.•»•..•..•..•"•..•.••■.••••.••»••••»•••••••.••..••.•.••.'•••••.•. 

L.  C.  Jandorf  Bicycle  Co. 
••»■•.•■ 

The  L.  C.  Jandorf  Bicycle  Co.  show  a  full 
line  of  Linwood  bicycles  consisting  of  eight 
models  with  new  detachable  crank  and  a  new 
coaster-brake,  using  the  Morrow  and  Otto, 
that  works  on  the  tire.  They  also  have  a  full 
line  of  other  bicycles,  and  about  5,000  "job" 
wheels  for  competition,  some  of  the  best 
makes  being  represented  at  very  low  figures. 
L.  N.  Walleston  is  here  from  Boston  doing 
the  New  England  trade,  and  Mr.  S.  Van 
Rooyen  is  in  charge  of  the  booth.  They  also 
have  a  full  line  of  sundries  at  cut  prices. 


Peter  A.  Frasse  Company. 

The  exhibit  of  the   Peter  A.    Frasse   Com- 
pany  was   one   of  the   most   complete   at   the 
Show.     It  occupied  a  space  in  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  gallery  and  consisted  of  hand- 
some showcases,  containing  a  full  line  of  the 
Brown  &  Sharp  tools,  fittings  of  the  Ferrule 
Mfg.   Co.  and  Shelby  tubing  and  other  arti- 
cles, and,  in  fact,  everything  that  goes  in  the 
manufacturing   of    a    bicycle.     They    also    ex- 
hibit lathes,  brazers,  vises,  etc.    Among  the 
features   that   attracted   attention    was   a   new 
motor,   made   in  sizes  of  from   one   to   three- 
horse    power. 

.•.■•.■••.•.••-•"•"••••-•"•••••••••••••••••■••••-•••••••"•■••-•• 

Rubber  Goods  Co. 

At  stand  No.  54  is  shown  the  well-known 
Kangaroo  tire,  which  is  now  under  the  wing  ^ 
of  the  Rubber  Goods  Co.,  of  New  York.  The 
Kangaroo  has  won  favor  among  racing  men 
and  road  riders,  records  galore  having  been 
made  on  them.  The  company  gives ,  good 
reasons  why  riders  should  use  the  Kangaroo, 
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THE  RETAIL  PRICE  OF  A   1900  SOLAR. 


'/ 
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There  is  a 

REASON 

why     you     should 

BUY  IT. 

That  is  because 
you  can 

SELL  IT, 

and  when  you 
have  sold  it,  it 
stays  sold  because 
it  pleases  the  cus- 
tomer, works  well 
and  wears  well. 


Kindly  mention  I    1—1  Lh 

The  Wheel.  Ill  l_^ 


THE    "TIME-TRIED" 

SOLAR 

is    the    one    great    Acetylene 
success 

BECAUSE 

it  is  the  one  lamp  that  has 
been  absolutely  satisfactory 
under  all  conditions  and  at 
all  times.  That's 
why  you  are  sure 
of  y.  ur  ground  if 
you  handle  the 

SOLAR. 


BADGER  BRASS  MFG.   CO.,  Kenosha,  Wis. 
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claiming  it  is  the  easiest,  strongest  and  most 
durable.  The  name  Kangaroo  is  spelled  out 
in  electrically  lighted  letters  and  a  rim  fitted 
with  small  incandescent  lights  is  part  of  the 
exhibit.  Champion  Charles  W.  Miller, 
holder  of  world's  record  for  six-days'  riding, 
is  represented  by  a  large  photograph.  The 
two  famous  Brooklyn  sisters,  known  for  their 
fast  road  work,  are  also  shown  mounted  on 
wheels  fitted  with  Kangaroo  tires.  The  sen- 
sational feature  of  the  exhibit,  towards  the 
end  of  the  week,  will  be  a  live  kangaroo, 
which  stands  seven  feet  high.  The  exhibit  is 
in  charge  of  S.  Y.  L'Hommedieu,  assisted  by 
M.  F.  Smith  and  A.  B.  Lee. 

Stearns,  Syracuse,  Barnes. 

Eight  spaces  made  into  one,  and  fitted  in 
the  sumptuous  manner  which  seems  peculiar 
to  Syracuse  cycle  makers.  The  Stearns  yel- 
low, Syracuse  red  and  Barnes  white  harmoni- 
ously blended  with  mahogany-finished  furni- 
ture and  olive-green  settees.  In  charge, 
Messrs.  Frank  Riggs,  J.  B.  Spencer,  A.  G. 
Dahl,  G.  W.  Shannon,  G.  E.  Henry.  Entree 
was  easy  and  the  public  availed  of  it. 

Many  tried  and  marveled  at  the  Stearns 
bevel-gear  chainless,  with  rear  hub  coaster- 
brake  like  that  used  on  the  Columbia  and 
Spalding.  The  machine  has  a  black  frame, 
yellow  rims  and  yellow-handled  bar  grips. 

All  Stearns  bicycles  have  four-edged  cranks 
and  double-plate  fork-crowns.  Those  features 
and  their  artistic  yellowness  render  them  non- 
loosable  in  a  crowd. 

A  cushion-frame,  coaster-brake,  chain- 
driven  Stearns  excites  the  curious. 

So  does  a  strikingly  colored  (black  and  yel- 
low) Stearns  with  the  Sager  chainless  gear. 

One  Stearns  is  entirely  black.  Another  is 
a  combination  of  yellow  and  dark  green.  A 
ladies'  Stearns,  all  yellow,  except  saddle,  and 
few  nickeled  parts,  will  be  the  reahzation  of 
many  a  woman's  dream.  In  it  angles  are 
practically  eliminated. 

The  steam-driven  Yellow  Fellow  pacing 
tandem,  with  its  fierce  black-and-yellow  color- 
ing, yawning  "smoke-stack"  and  ponderous 
tanks  and  cylinder,  was  an  awesome  sight  and 
in  big  demand. 

There  were  working  models — of  parts  of 
Stearns  machines— showing  the  coaster-brake 
and  cushion-frame,  bevel-gear  and  Sager-gear 
ideas.  These  arc  placed  at  corners,  where  the 
passer-by  could  closely  inspect  for  himself. 

THE  SYRACUSE. 
The  familiar  red  of  this  line  brought  up 
memories  of  former  extraordinary  advertising 
enterprise.  The  "Crimson  Rims"  have  many 
friends  to-day.  Four  samples  here — only  one 
entirely  red,  the  others  having  black  seat- 
posts  and  heads.  The  oval  lower  rear  stays 
look  extra  strong  and  are  selling  points.  The 
square  cranks  with  rounded  edges,  too. 
Double-plate  fork-crowns  on  all,  two-piece 
hangers;  bottom-bracket  barrel  adjusted  be- 
neath, and  unusually  small — a  smart-looking 
line,  as  ever. 


THE  BARNES. 
Twelve  of  these  white,  chaste-looking  ma- 
chines, including  two  tandems.  Among  these, 
too,  the  rule  of  all-white  is  broken,  most  of 
the  heads  being  in  some  other  color.  A 
ladies'  machine,  with  dark-purple  head,  shows 
great  simplicity  in  view  of  its  lines  and  a 
bevel  chainless-gear  arranged  a  la  Spalding — 
large  gear  wheel  in  centre  of  bottom  bracket. 
The  Barnes  claim  to  favor  has  never  been  in 
mechanical  strangeness.  Its  whiteness  and 
its  absolute  simplicity  are  its  fortune.  It  has 
one  wee  small  oddity,  which  doesn't  affect  its 
ease  of  running  or  its  popularity,  one  way  or 
the  other.  It  is  a  small  raised  spot  on  the 
lower  rear  left  stay.  On  this  spot,  the  num- 
ber of  the  machine.     Sort  of  a  beauty  spot. 

STEARNS    COASTER-BR.^KE. 

This  is  a  rear-hub  device,  placed  at  the  left. 
Superintendent  Spencer,  of  the  Stearns  fac- 
tory, invented  it;  Frank  Riggs,  office  man- 
ager and  cycling  veteran,  tried  it  on  the  road; 
Vice-President  Bromley  found  that  Riggs 
considered  it  O.  K.,  and  the  prospect  is  it 
will  be  used  on  other  A.  B.  C.  lines  than  the 
Stearns,  Syracuse  and  Barnes. 

In  this  booth  is  exhibited  a  sample  of  the 
Tinkham  tricycle,  a  very  slender-looking  and 
apparently  desirable  machine  for  those  who 
fear  to  trust  themselves  on  two-wheelers. 

P.  &  F.  Corbin. 

P.  &  F.  Corbin,  of  New  Britain,  Conn.,  oc- 
cupy two  spaces,  and  show  their  line  of 
goods,  the  specialties  being  the  New  Depart- 
ure brake  and  coaster  for  chainless  wheels, 
and  the  well  known  Ramsay  swinging  pedals. 
This  brake  responds  instantly  in  time  of  need; 
does  not  change  the  appearance  of  the  hub; 
has  no  back-lash  or  lost  motion.  In  coasting 
it  never  sticks  or  binds  and  requires  no  kick- 
ing.    W.  J.  Surre  is  in  charge  of  the  exhibit. 

Diadium  Mfg.  Co. 

The  Diadium  Mfg.  Co.,  57  Murray  street. 
New  York,  have  an  attractive  exhibit  of 
Egyptian  polish,  which  is  put  up  in  cream 
and  liquid  forms,  and  powder  and  soap  for 
cleaning  and  polishing  all  metal  goods.  It 
is  claimed  for  this  that  it  is  not  inflammable, 
and  free  from  chemicals  and  explosive  oils, 
so  it  will  not  discolor  any  fabric  and  leave 
any  secretions  in  engraved  or  chased  sur- 
faces. 

Alexander  Whitely. 

Alex.  Whitely,  62  Dey  street.  N.  Y.,  showed 
the  "Whitely"  wrist  machine,  which  is  en- 
joying a  big  sale  among  bicycle  agents  as  a 
side  line.  It  is  claimed,  that  this  machine 
strengthens  and  develops  the  fingers,  hands, 
wrists,  arm  and  forearm  and  calls  into  play 
practically  all  the  muscles  of  the  body.  This 
is  said  to  be  a  profitable  line  for  agents  to 
handle. 


Otto  Konigslow. 


The  exhibit  of  Otto  Konigslow  was  very 
simple.  It  consisted  of  three  models,  show- 
ing his  1900  line.  They  are  handsome  and 
graceful  in  appearance  and  their  finish  at- 
tracted considerable  attention.  The  well- 
known  sales  manager,  Mr.  Nefif,  who  was 
at  one  time  manager  of  the  Peerless  Mfg. 
Co.,  is  in  charge  of  the  exhibit,  and  he  de- 
clared to  a  Wheel  man  that  he  had  a  line 
that  would  compare  favorably  with  anything 
else  in  the  show. 


»•»••••»•»•» 


Kelly  Handle-Bar  Co. 

The  Kelly  Handle-Bar  Co.,  of  Cleveland, 
O.,  showed  the  Kelly  bar  in  all  its  various 
forms.  Attention  was  drawn  to  the  exhibit 
by  a  large  electric  sign,  and  Chas.  E.  Weaver 
and  B.  E.  Carpenter  were  kept  hustling  de- 
scribing the  different  forms  of  the  bar.  The 
Kells  saddle  is  also  shown  here  and  is  in 
charge  of  Mr.  Edwin  Kells. 

*••*•**•"•*.••■•*■•.*••.••.•»•»••.••.••.•.■••••..•.■•..••.•..••.•"•> 

L.  Wood  &  Son. 

L.  Wood  &  Son,  of  Stamford,  Conn., 
showed  a  wheel-truing  device.  This  is  in  the 
form  of  a  clamp  attached  to  the  front  or  rear 
stay  with  a  sliding  gauge  on  a  line  with  the 
rim.  In  this  way,  by  loosening  or  tightening 
the  spokes,  a  wheel  may  be  made  perfectly 
true.  It  is  very  simple  and  does  not  require 
the  removal  of  the  wheel  from  the  frame.  It 
sells  for  50  cents. 

Diamond  Rubber  Co. 

The  Diamond  Rubber  Co.,  Akron,  O., 
show  a  full  line  of  bicycle,  carriage  and  au- 
tomobile tires.  Their  New  York  ofifice  is  at 
127  Duane  street,  where  the  Eastern  selling 
business  is  handled.  Their  specialties  are 
Diamond  400  and  XX  single-tube  tires  for 
bicycles.  Mr.  S.  F.  Randolph  is  in  charge,  as- 
sisted by  Newton  Gresser  and  O.  J.  Wood- 
ward. 


«•»•••••••»•«•» 


Noera  Mfg.  Co. 

The  Noera  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Waterbury,  Conn., 
who  have  just  been  appointed  selling  agents 
lor  the  Banner  pump,  together  with  the  New 
Era  foot  pump  and  others,  also  showed  the 
Noera  wrench,  a  drop-forged  wrench,  which 
is  well  made  and  nickel-plated;  a  combina- 
tion bicycle  chain-brush  and  lubricator,  New 
Era  bicycle-oiler  and  other  well-known  spe- 
cialties, among  them  being  the  "Fin-de- 
Cycle"  rack,  which,  when  not  in  use,  folds 
up   within  a  small   space. 

Pope  Sundry  Department. 

The  American  Bicycle  Company,  Pope 
Sundry  Department,  show  a  full  line  of  "Cap- 
itol"  brand  sundries,  including  bells,  lamps. 
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CROSBY    BICYCLE    PARTS 


Our  CRANK-HANGER  boxes  have  shoul- 
dered reinforcements  which,  when  flanged  on 
inside  of  barrel,  are  practically  riveted  in  posi- 
tion and  cannot  be  misplaced  or  shoved  into 
barrel  when  tubes  are  driven  over  them. 


Our  CLUSTERS  with  "V"  angled  reai: 
lugs  are  made  with  accurate  angles  for  20, 
22  and  24  inch  men's  frames,  and  for  20  and 
22  inch  women's.  No  need  to  cramp  your 
tubing. 


Offset  Handle-Bar 

Clips  for  either 

I  or  Ys  inch 

bars. 


/---V-J 


CHAIN 

REPAIR 

LINK. 


Have  you  ever  considered  this  little  article  as  part 
of  your  regular  "kit "  ?  It  will  pay  for  itself  a  hundred 
times  if  you  should  have  just  one  break. 
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CROSBY    &    MAYER    CO. 

Head   Office  and   Factory:    506  and   508  Genesee  Street, 
BUFFALO,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A. 

HUA.NCH  OIFIOES:  905  take  Street,  CHICAGO.  11.1..!  83*  Spltzer  Boilding,  TOLEDO,  O.;   330  Broadway,  KKW  YORK,  N.T. ; 

64  Holborn  Vladnrt,  T.ONDOV     r^-"   .   jgj  Bay  Street,  TOBONTO,  ONT. 
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THE  SPRINGFIELD 
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ONE   AND  TWO   PIECE 


Crank-Hanger. 

SPROCKETS    IN    THREE    DESIGNS. 


I 

♦ 
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The  only  Hanger  on  the  market  with 
hanger  box  and  sprockets  of  drop- 
forgings.  The  workmanship  and  finish 
are  unexcelled.  Observe  the  new  oiling 
device.     We  guarantee  satisfaction. 
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Here's  our  Drop-Forged  Bicycle 
Wrench.    Used  the  world  over. 


» 


Springfield  Drop  Forging  Co., 

BRIGHTWOOD,  MASS. 
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SOLK    SKT.T.INO  AGENTS 


CROSBY    &  MAYER   COMPANY,    Buffalo,  N.  Y. 


J  Kindly  mention  The  \\  hee;. 
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Springfield  Tramc  Connections. 


MACHINED  DDOP-FORGINGS. 


iP 


I  ut:  aiiuugcsL,  Lue  most  accurate,  the  highest-grade  line  of 
kuiugs  r-  M--  market.  We  are  the  only  concern  in  existence  put- 
tino:  out  gooas  of  this  class.  We  make  the  complete  set,  for  both 
regular  and  three-crown  frames,  men's  or  ladies'. 

SPRINGFIELD  DROP  FORGING  CO., 

BRIQHTWOOD,    MASS. 


SOLE   SELLING   AGENTS: 


CROSBY  &  MAYER  COMPANY,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
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eoaster  Brake 

Fits  Any  Hub. 

COMPACT  I     RELIABLE !     STRONG  I 

MAKKRS  : 

CANFIELD  BRAKE  CO., 

CORNING.  N.  Y. 
Sole   Selling  Agents :      CROSBY     &     MAYER     CO., 

BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 
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CROSBY  &  MAYER  CO, 

Sole  Selling  Agents  for 

SPRINGFIELD  DROP  FORGING  CO Brightwood,  Hass. 

Forgings,  rough  and  machined  ;  One  and  Two  Piece  Cranic- Hangers, 
and  the  Springfield  Wrench. 

TOLEDO  TUBE  CO Toledo,  O. 

Brazed  Fork  Sides  and  Rear  Tubes,  Handle-Bars  and  Seat°Posts. 
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FAY  &  BOWEN 

Spokes  and  Nipples. 

SYRACUSE  ARMS  CO. 

Pedals. 

SNOW  CYCLE  CHAIN  CO. 

Chains. 

HUNTER  ARMS  CO. 

Hubs.  

CANFIELD  BRAKE  CO. 

Coaster  Brakes. 

INDEPENDENT  SUPPLY  CO. 

Seat-Post  and  Handle-Bar  Expanders. 

BRENNAN  HANDLE-BAR  CO. 

Adjustable  Expander  Handle-Bars. 


Auburn,  N.  Y. 

Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Fulton,  N.  Y. 

Corning,  N.  Y. 

Chicago,  III. 

.  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
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wrenches,   pumps,   etc.     Mr.  J.    F.    Cox   is   in 
charge,  assisted  by  F.   C.   Gilbert. 

*••••"••••■•••••»•»•»•»••••■••••••••»•»••••••■•••»•»••••«••••• 

Judd,  Leiand  &  Stevens  Mfg.  Co. 
••••••••• 

The  exhibit  of  Judd,  Leiand  &  Stevens 
Mfg.  Co.  showed  a  cyclone  foot  pump,  Tor- 
nado floor  pump,  leather  grips,  spokes  and 
nipples,  ball-top  oilers,  pump  hose  and  con- 
nections and  a  complete  line  of  air  pump 
leathers,   cups   and   washers. 

••»•»•»•*•••••••••••••••••••••••••••*••••*•••••••••••»•••••••»••••■ 

Ramblers,  Clippers,  Ideals. 

One  of  the  most  conspicuous  stands  in  the 
show,  and  one  which  was  almost  constantly 
surrounded  by  an  investigating  group,  was 
that  of  the  Gormully  &  JefTery  Sales  Depart- 
ment of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  The 
stand  occupied  eleven  spaces  near  the  Fourth 
avenue  entrance  to  the  Garden,  and  was  taste- 
fully decorated  in  a  color  scheme,  of  which  a 
dark  red  was  the  prevailing  color.  Large, 
roomy,  comfortable,  seductive  divans  beguiled 
the  interested  passer-by  into  a  closer  inspec- 
tion of  models,  which  were  mechanically  of 
interest  to  the  ordinary  observer-rider  and  the 
dealer.  A  sign  full  sixty  feet  in  length,  brill- 
iantly bordered  with  electric  lights,  an- 
nounced the  identity  of  the  stand,  and  the  uni- 
form gilt-trimmed  railing  kept  the  spectators 
at  a  distance  which  would  prevent  the  inves- 
tigators completely  surrounding  the  models 
and  thus  obscuring  the  view,  except  to  the 
limited  and  fortunate  few.  Each  of  the  mod- 
els was  shown  upon  an  artistic  nickeled  stand, 
placed  close  to  the  railings  to  insure  a  ready 
inspection  by  the  temporarily  halted  throng. 
The  manager  and  attendants  at  the  stand 
were  fully  occupied  in  patiently  explaining 
the  points  of  the  machine,  and  their  affabil- 
ity made  this  one  of  the  most  accessible  of 
stands.  The  stand  was  in  charge  of  F.  S. 
Ray,  manager  of  the  New  York  branch  of  the 
sales  department. 

THE  RAMBLER. 

The  old  and  popular  Rambler  line,  for 
twenty-one  years  one  of  the  strongest  factors 
in  the  trade,  exhibited  a  line  of  exceptionally 
well-finished  models.  One  was  a  20-inch  ma- 
chine in  black  and  dark  maroon,  with  the  well 
known  "fish-mouth"  joints,  beautifully  lined 
in  gold.  The  head,  front  fork  and  saddle-post 
tube  were  enameled  in  red,  with  the  balance 
in  black.  The  seat-post  fastening  was  im- 
proved over  last  year's  models,  being,  neater 
and  simpler.  The  fish-mouth  plates  were  in 
new  designs,  the  rococo  design  being  a  gen- 
uine novelty.  A  new  tilting  seat-post  was.  one 
of  the  devices  that  attracted  attention. 'Ali- 
other  new  feature  of  the  Rambler  line  is  the 
"anti-climb  chain,"  a  projection  on  the  un4er 
side  preventing  the  chain  from  leaving  .:the 
regular  course  of  the  sprockets.  The,  farniliar 
Rambler  detachable  grips  were  noticeable  on 
all  the  models. 

The  tandem  shown  was  similar  in  construc- 
tion to  its  predecessors,  but  like  all  of  the  line 


is  improved  in  general  appearance.  Unlike 
many  of  the  tandems  seen  at  the  show  this 
model  shows  no  indication  of  frailty.  It  is 
solid  looking,  has  the  appearance  of  being 
made  for  hard  service,  which  it  can,  no 
doubt,  withstand,  with  the  strong  Rambler 
construction. 

The  regular  road  model  contains  all  the 
points  of  the  other  machines  described,  except 
that  the  head  is  a  trifle  longer  and  the  entire 
machine,  except  the  rims,  is  finished  in  black. 
The  rims  are  in  red,  with  a  neat  striping  of 
black. 

A  thirty-inch  wheel  machine  was  one  of  the 
attractions.  The  wheel  base  was  longer  than 
in  the  other  models  and  the  enameling  was 
in  a  dark  green  with  gold  striping  on  the 
joints.  Like  the  other  models  the  rims  were 
in  black  and  red. 

One  of  the  ladies'  models  exhibited  was  of 
the  same  general  design  as  the  men's  ma- 
chines, except,  of  course,  for  the  drop  frame. 
The  latter  showed  the  upper  tube  curved,  a 
neat  dress  guard,  well  out  of  the  way  yet  ef- 
fective in  appearance,  and  a  light  and  strong 
chain-guard  to  match.  Another  model  of  la- 
dies' machine  had  a  single  tube  frame,  neat, 
rakish  and  strong  in  appearance.  While  not 
entirely  novel,  it  attracted  the  attention  of 
many  of  the  feminine  observers. 

THE  IDEAL. 
The  Ideal  line  was  represented  by  several 
models  which  were  among  the  nattiest  at  the 
show.  Among  the  noticeable  new  features 
of  the  line  was  a  new  front-fork  design.  The 
models  shown  were  in  a  variety  of  tasteful 
colors,  each  with  appropriate  trimmings.  The 
line  was  complete  in  every  way,  including  the 
famous  line  of  juveniles  as  well  as  those  in- 
tended for  adult  use. 

THE  CLIPPER. 
The  point  in  the  Clipper  chainless  line 
which  was  most  interesting  to  the  spectators 
was  the  facility  with  which  the  rear  wheel 
could  be  removed  for  repairing  punctures  or 
for  any  other  reason  without  disturbing  the 
gear  adjustments."  This  was  made  possible 
by  having  the  rear  gear  case  separated  in 
four  sections  and  by  slotting  the  toe  on  the 
left  side,  thus  admitting  the  removal  and  re- 
placement of  the  rear  wheel  without  disturb- 
ing the  adjustment.  The  models  shown  m- 
cluded  the  regular  road  machines,  all  fitted 
with  the  Leiand  &  Faulconer  gear  and  enam- 
eled in  Clipper  golden-tan  with  silver  rims. 
A  feature  of  this  exhibit  was  a  20-pound  rac- 
er,- having  a  patented  hanger  consisting  of  an 
elliptical  truss  and  removable  sleeve  arrange- 
m.ent.  This  machine  was  exceptionally  strong 
and  rigid.  The  ladies'  models  shown  con- 
.  tained  all  the  desirable  features  of  the  men's 
machines. 

.•..•..•..•..•..•..•..•..•..•«•**••*•.•••••..••••••■••••••••••.•»•»•> 

Eclipse  Bicycle  Co. 

••••••••• 

At  this  stand  is  exhibited  the  pioneer  coast- 
er and  brake  known  all  over  the  world  as  the 
Morrow.     The  exhibit  is  in  charge  of  Frank 


F.  Weston,  assisted  by  R.  D.  Webster  and  S. 
A.  Campbell. 

The  Eclipse  Bicycle  Co.,  of  Elmira,  N.  Y., 
who  are  the  owners  and  manufacturers  of  the 
Morrow,  are  confining  their  exhibit' entirely 
to  the  Morrow  automatic  coaster  and  brake 
and  the  Eclipse  gas  lamp.  A  machine 'fitted 
with  the  coaster  and  brake  serves  to  dembii- 
strate  the  amount  of  saving  in  energy  by  the 
use  of  the  free  wheel  device  as  well  as  the 
safety  feature. 

The  Eclipse  gas  lamp  is  one  of  the  best  gas 
generators  made,  and  the  Eclipse  Bicycle  Co. 
in  the  coaster-brake  and  lamp  has  a  winning 
pair.  The  lamp  was  illustrated  in  last  week's 
issue  of  The  Wheel. 


Consolidated  Rubber  Co. 
••••••••■ 

The  Consolidated  Rubber  Co.  showed  two 
immense  wheels  similar  to  those  furnished  to 
the  Fire  Department,  fitted  with  the  well- 
known   Springfield   tire. 

••••••••••••••'>•*••••••*••••.>•>•■•.•••••■•..•.■•..•..•..•..•..•..•..•. 

Snell  Cycle  Co. 

The  Snell  Cycle  Co.,  of  Toledo,  occupied 
six  spaces,  where  N.  VV.  Church  was  located. 
There  were  eleven  wheels  shown  of  various 
finish,  including  four  different  models,  list- 
ing from  $30  to  $60.  John  S.  Leng's  Son 
represents  the  firm  in  New  York,  and  the 
Elastic'  Tip  Co.  represents  it  in  the  East. 

.•..e»o»*<.«»«»«»«»«-»*.*..«..«..«..»..*..«..«..«..«..«..»..*..*. 

Liberty  Bicycle  Co. 
••••••••• 

The  Liberty  Bicycle  Co.,  of  Bridgeport, 
Conn.,  are  showing  seven  models,  ranging 
in  price  from  $30  to  $75.  They  show  a  new 
design  of  sprocket  wheels,  retaining  the  well- 
known  frictionless  feature  of  the  Liberty, 
but  adding  a  series  of  teeth  milled  so  that 
any  appreciable  stretch  or  wear  of  the  wheel 
is  taken  up,  furnishing  a  noiseless  and  easily 
running   wheel. 

•••••••••••.•••••••••••••••.•"•'.•*••.•••••••••••.••..••.•»•.>•»••••■ 

Indianapolis  Cycle  Co. 
••••••••■ 

J.  L.  Greenleaf,  manager  of  the  Indianap- 
olis Cycle  Co.,  showed  the  Perfection  mud- 
guard, a  novelty  recently  introduced.  This 
guard  is  in  the  form  of  a  small  hub,  with 
two  adjusting  rods  connected  with  the  front 
axle.  The  hood  is  a  short  distance  above 
the  ground  and  has  a  rubber  band  within  a 
short  distance  of  the  wheel,  which  effectively 
catches  all  mud  and  slush.  Mr.  Greenleaf 
showed  the  mud-guard  in  operation  by  hav- 
ing a  wheel  suspended  over  a  tank  of  water, 
through  which  the  front  wheel  ran.  The  wheel, 
of  course,  picked  up  plenty  of  water,  but 
through  the  effectiveness  of  the  guard  none 
of  the  water  touched  the  fine  finish  of  the 
frame.  The  ingenious  mannt  r  of  showing 
this  exhibit  and  the  efl^cctive  manner  in- which 
it  did  its  work,  secured  a  number  of  custom- 
ers  during  the   show. 
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with  the  rear  wheel.  The  axle  extends 
through  the  rear  gear  (the  gear  bored  out 
to  allow  it  to  pass  through  freely),  and  is 
screwed  into  the  bracket  which  carries  the 
drive-gears.  The  bearing  for  the  wheel  at 
the  opposite  side  from  the  gears  may  be  of 
any  desired  construction,  and  the  attachment 
of  the  axle  to  the  frame  at  this  side  is  simi- 
lar to  that  now  employed  in  the  chain  bicy- 
cle construction.  To  remove  the  rear  wheel 
it  is  only  necessary  to  tmscrew  and  take 
out  the  axle,  to  loosen  the  flange  nut  from  the 
hub,  and  to  unscrew  the  wheel  from  the 
rear    drive-.sear. 


Gleason-Peters  Air  Pump  Co. 

Gleason-Peters    Air    Pump     Co.,     of    New 
York,   show   a   full     line     of    their    numerous 


Columbia,  Hartford,  Stormer,  Pennant. 

••••••••• 

"Columbia,  Standard  of  the  World,"  is 
flaunted  triumphantly — or  defiantly,  if  you 
choose,  in  view  of  the  Pope  Company's  ab- 
sorption into  the  A.  B.  C. — before  the  faces  of 
the  admiring  public  as  it  floats  en  masse  into 
the  Garden.  The  Columbia-Hartford-Stormer 
aggregation  of  centre  spaces,  the  nearest  to 
the  door,  form  the  rock  the  crowd  splits  on. 
In  red  incandescents,  with  a  dot  of  green  here 
and  there,  is  the  famous  Pope  legend  dis- 
played to  both  aisles.  And,  if  you  miss  the  ' 
legend,  there  is  the  Columbia  monogram  at 
either  end.  The  Hartford  and  Stormer  ma- 
chines may  show  themselves,  but  in  dimin- 
ished measure.    They  shall  not  share  the  sign. 

In   charge   of  this   exhibit:    Messrs.    F.   W. 
Starr.    H.    L.    Pope    (youngest    son  'of    Col. 


COLUMUl.V    FE.\TURES. 

Pope),  W.  C.  Johnson,  C.  D.  Rice,  W.  A. 
Richards,  W.  C.  Holmes,  Peter  Dumont,  F. 
E.  Brady,  Harry  Haywood. 

In  this  season's  Columbias  a  solid  forging, 
enameled  black,  is  used  for  the  fork-crown — a 
reversion  to  the  tried  and  true  type  of  crown 
used  a  few  seasons  ago.  The  Hartford  line 
has  a  nickeled  crown,  somewhat  like  that  on 
last  yeans  Columbia,  but  overlapping  the 
fork  side  with  a  short  V-shaped  reinforce- 
ment. A  sample  part,  revealing  the  sectional 
construction,  shows  this  to  be  a  very  strong 
crown. 

The  Columbia  now  has  the  flangeless,  "but- 
ton-holed" hub  and  ball-headed  spoke  used 
last  year  and  this  on  the  Cleveland.  On  the 
cheaper  Columbias  the  cubical-shouldered 
hubs  of  last  year  are  used.  The  Hartfords 
have  ordinary  flanged  hubs. 

A  new  seat-post  binder  appears  on  the  new 
Columbia.  .'\roun<l      the      post,       instead 

the  seat-post  tube,  is  a  contractible  washer. 
It  is  contracted  by  turning  an  exterior  but  in- 
conspicuous cam  bolt.  The  Hartfords  have 
the  same  device,  while  the  cheaper  Columbias 
have  an  internal  binder,  with  a  large  hexag- 
onal adjusting  collar  nut  around  the  post. 

Dead  black  is  the  Columbia  finish,  including 
fork-crown.  The  Hartfords  are  black,  with 
olive  green  stripes  on  rims. 


The  bevel-gear  chainless  Columbias  are 
prominently  displayed.  One  has  also  the 
coaster-brake  device.  The  chainless  on 
which  Teddy  Edwards  rode  29,000  miles  dur- 
ing 1898  (over  1€0  miles  daily  for  250  consec- 
utive days),  was  exhibited. 

Prominently  exhibited  and  in  operation,  is 
a  massive  example  of  the  machines  on 
which  the  bevel-gears  are  cut. 

STORMER  AND  PENNANT. 

These  lines,  the  product  of  the  Acme  Mfg. 
Co.,  of  Reading,  are  now  marketed  through 
the  Pope  Sales  Department.  Four  machines 
are  shown.  The  435  men's  Stormer,  in  rob- 
in's egg  blue,  with  delicate  gold  striping,  oval 
rear  stays,  Kelly  adjustable  bars  and  internal 
binders  fore  and  aft,  is  a  fit  competitor  for 
costlier  goods.  Diamond  cranks  are  used  on 
this  line.  The  ladies'  Stormer  on  view  has 
the  same  mechanical  features,  but  is  black, 
with  gold  stripes,  the  rims  being  maple  tint, 
striped  in  white  and  black. 

The  Pennants  for  men  and  women  are  $25 
machines,  have  arched  crowns,  are  plain 
black  with  maple  rims,  and  the  two-piece 
construction  of  the  crank-hanger  is  visible, 
but  they  are  splendid  value  for  the  money.  A 
card  on  the  ladies'  machine  states,  "This  bicy- 
cle places  at  the  disposal  of  the  woman  rider 
the  best  that  has  been  accomplished  in  com- 
bining high  quality  and  low  price." 

■•..••••••••.•.•••.••••••••••.•••••»••••«•.•••••••••••"•*••■••»•■.•. 

Manufacturers'  Rubber  Co. 

••••o»o* 

The  Ducastle  tire  for  automobiles  was 
shown  in  the  gallery  by  the  Manufacturers' 
Rubber  Co.,  of  the  Drexel  building,  Phila- 
delphia. 

Cycle  Specialty  Co. 

The  Cycle  Specialty  Co.,  of  Eric,  Pa., 
showed  their  Leak-Not,  a  preparation  for 
small  punctures.  It  is  put  up  dry  and  is 
ready  for  use  when  water  is  added. 

*••••«••.•.••«•..•.•••.•..•..••■•"••••..••••..••••■••'.•.••»•..••••* 
J.  G.  Moomy. 

A  new  chainless  bicycle  was  shown  in  the 
exhibit  of  Joseph  G.  Moomy,  of  132  East 
Twelfth  street,  Erie,  Pa.  In  the  Moomy 
wheel  the  crank-gears  in  the  front  opening 
for  the  driving  rod  are  both  carried  by  sin- 
gle bearings,  mounted  in  a  hanger.  With  this 
construction,  it  is  claimed,  it  is  impossible 
for  the  gears  to  be  sprung  out  of  proper  re- 
lation to  each  other.  Rear  gears  are  both 
supported  by  single  bearings  which  are  in- 
cased in  a  single  rigid  bracket,  so  that  they 
are  held  positively  in  their  proper  relation 
to  each  other.  The  hub  of  the  wheel  is  in- 
ternally screw-threaded  at  one  end  and  is 
screwed  onto  a  projection  extending  from 
the  rear  gear.  A  flange  nut  is  screwed  on 
the  outward  surface  of  the  hub,  the  thread 
having  the  opposite  pitch  to  that  on  the 
gear,  the  effect  of  which  is  to  lock  the  gear 


GLEASON-PETERS    AIR    PUMP. 

styles    of   air    pumps;    among    them    was    the 
carriage      pump,      portable      and      stationary 
■pumps,    triple    cylinder   pumps    and    complete 
storage   outfits. 

.•..•■■•..••.•■■••••••••■••••■•••••••••••■•••••••••••••••••••••••■•••••• 

Apex  Wheel  Co. 

The  Corsican,  listing  at  $30,  has  Shelby 
seamless  tubing  pedals,  saddles  and  adjusta- 
ble handle-bars  and  guaranteed  tires  of  the 
Diamond  Akron  variety.  The  Apex  Road- 
ster, listing  at  $40,  contains  the  best  material 
throughout:  Fairbanks  rims,  Thor  hubs,  Kel- 
ly adjustable  bar,  Wheeler  saddle  and  Fauber 
standard  hangers,  as  well  as  Lefever  nickel- 
steel  chain;  in  fact,  all  of  the  parts  of  the  ma- 
chine are  of  the  highest  grade.  The  "racer" 
contains  the  same  material,  but  is  made  in  a 
lighter  weight. 

The  good  feature  of  the  ladies'  model, 
which  lists  at  $30,  and  the  Apex  at  $40,  con- 
sists of  a  very  low  drop,  the  double-curved 
bars  giving  plenty  of  room  between  the  sad- 
dle and  handle-bar  to  the  rider. 

Last  year  Mr.  Shone  was  very  fortunate 
with  his  bicycle  line.  His  stores,  he  tells 
The  Wheel,  were  not  successful;  so  this 
year  he  will  confine  himself  to  the  manufac- 
turing of  bicycles  only,  and  his  ability  as  a 
salesman    and    his    knowledge    of    what    the 
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MAKE   YOUR    BUSINESS   PROFITABLE 

BY   HANDLING   A   COMPLETE   LINE   OF 

BICYCLES  THAT   ARE    EASY  TO   SELL. 


/^UR  line  of  bicycles  is  complete  and  meets  every  preference  as  to  type  or  pattern.  We  offer 
^^  twelve  entirely  new  models  of  COLUMBIAS,  HARTFORDS,  STORMERS  and  PEN- 
NANTS. These  machines  are  easy  to  sell  by  reason  of  their  reputation,  because  each  presents 
an  unequaled  combination  of  quality  and  price,  and  especially  because  they  afford  bicycle  riders 
the  benefit  of  the  greatest  number  of  genuine  improvements  that  have  been  devised  and  made 
practicable  as  the  result  of  years  of  investigation,  invention  and  manufacture. 


«^ 


The  superiority  of 
bevel  gfears  for  power 
transmission  in  the 
bicycle  has  become 
established  beyond 
question.  The  Col- 
umbia Bevel-Gear 
Chainless  for  J  900  is 
the  leading  bicycle  of 
the  year.  As  com- 
pared with  earlier 
chainless  models  it 
shows  great  reduction 
in  weight  and  many 
important  changes  in 
the  driving  mechan- 
ism and  in  the  gen- 
eral construction,  all 
of  which  are  fully  il- 
lustrated and  des- 
cribed in  our  artistic 
new  catalogue. 


Columbia!  Bevel-GearIChainless,lModeli65. 
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All  of  the  best  that 
has  been  accomp- 
lished towards  im- 
proving the  chain 
wheel  is  exemplified 
in  the  numerous  mod- 
els of  the  Columbias, 
Hartfords,  Stormers 
and  Pennants,  a  line 
of  chain-driven  ma- 
chines which  covers 
the  widest  range  of 
pattern  and  price  and 
embodies  every  new 
and  good  thing  that 
has  been  suggested  by 
another  year  of  con- 
scientious investiga- 
tion and  exhaustive 
experimenting. 


Columbia  Bevel-Gear  Chainless,  Model  66. 


e^ 


TDICYCLE  SUNDRIES  AND  FITTINGS.  Our  Sundry  Department  carries  every  standard 
^^  article  known  to  the  trade.  CAPITOL  BRAND  SUNDRIES  a  specialty.  Consult  our  new 
sundry  catalogue  before  placing  your  stock  order.  The  new  COLUMBIA  COASTER  BRAKE, 
applicable  to  both  chainless  and  chain  models,  we  believe  to  be  the  best  device  of  the  kind  on  the 
market.     Write  for  pamphlet.     Columbia  and  Stormer  catalogues  for  1900  now  ready. 

American    Bicycle    Company, 

..POPE    SALES    DEPARTMENT.. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  HAR    I    PORD,       CONN. 
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tires.  A  model  34,  $54.  was  black  and  had  the 
Wolff-American  leather-gear  case,  also  black. 
A  Salamander  model  36,  $55,  for  ladies,  had 
nickeled  dress  and  mnd  guards  and  front- 
wheel  brake,  the  brake  plunger  passing 
through  the  head,  instead  of  outside;  rub- 
ber-covered brake-shoe.  Another  ladies' 
model,  Ko.  38,  $85,  was  in  black  and  had  an 
arched  fork-crown  and  an  ordinary  chain  ad- 
justment, as  did  men's  model  37,  $35,  also 
black.  The  $40  men's  model,  essentially  like 
the  $35  model,  had  eccentric  chain  adjustment, 
but  exterior  head  binder.  One  model  39  has 
the  Sager  chainless  gear  and  is  priced  at  $50. 

Two  Wolff-American  peculiarities  worthy 
of  note  are  the  hollow  axle,  into  the  end  of 
which  oil  is  injected,  and  the  flangeless  hub. 

Those  in  charge  are  C.  E.  Henderson,  G. 
C.  Bartow,  W.  C.  McCarthy,  George  P.  Metz- 
ger,  Charles  Newman,  L.  J.  Wyckoff,  Frank 
W.  Homan.  The  latter  two  are  Newark  and 
Boulevard  agents,  respectively,  for  the  line. 

The  $65  Salamander  tinted  r.icer,  weighing 
19^  pounds  all  on  (guaranteed  for  road),  is 
suspended  on  scales  to  show  its  weight. 

On  Monday  morning  the  Elfin  juveniles, 
made  by  Frazer  &  Jones  and  marketed  in 
Greater  New  York  by  R.  H.  Wolff  &  Co., 
had  not  reached  the  booth,  but  they  were  ex- 
pected in  the  afternoon.  They  will  be  de- 
scribed next  week. 

Another  line  marketed  by  Wolff  is  the 
Wolverine,  a  fine  $25  machine  made  by  the 
Wisconsin  Wheel  Works,  of  Racine,  Wis. 
Double  plate,  one-piece  head,  one-piece  hang- 
er, internal  binders,  flush  connections,  good 
equipment.  Men's  and  women's  models  fur- 
nished in  black,  green  and  maroon. 

Monday  night  there  was  added  to  the 
Wolff  exhibit  a  full-nickeled  Elfin  juvenile, 
fitted  with  the  crank-hanger  peculiar  to  this 
machine.  This  crank-hanger  has  several 
points  in  its  favor,  one  of  them  being  that  it 
makes  possible  the  use  of  the  same  machine 
by  the  youngster  as  the  youngster  grows  up. 
The  machine  has  an  arched  fork-crown,  gilt 
rims,  exterior  seat-post  binder,  internal 
binder  at  head,  and  is  altogether  a  very  neat 

machine. 

.••■•-•••••••-••••••••■••••••••••■■••••••••••••••••••••■••••-•-••••• 

Rose  Mfg.  Co. 

The  Rose  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Philadelphia, 
showed  the  Neverout  lamp,  which  is  so  well 
known  that  it  needs  no  description.  The 
company  made  a  very  attractive  display. 

The  IVlanson  Line. 

Mr.  L.  H.  Manson,  of  the  Manson  Cycle 
Co.,  Chicago,  arrived  at  the  Fifth  Avenue 
Hotel,  Tuesday  evening,  with  a  line  of  Man- 
son  wheels.  Mr.  Manson  was  absent  when 
The  Wheel  man  called;  hence  description 
of  this  line  is  deferred  until  next  week.  Mr. 
Manson's  policy,  well  known,  is  to  sell  goods 
without  the  aid  of  travelers,  giving  the  dealer 
a  corresponding  advantage  in  quality  and 
price.  .     . , 


trade  requires  will,  undoubtedly,  this  year  in- 
crease his  sales  largely  over  last  year,  which 
he  says  were  very  good.  He  is  planning  to 
make  froni  7,000  to  8,000  wheels  in  1900,  and 
has  already  secured  some  very  desirable  job- 
bers as  agents. 


••••••••"©"•" 


Monarch,  Waverley,  Phoenix. 

This  year  the  Monarch  finish  will  be  black 
and  nickel,  except  on  the  $25  machines, 
which  will  be  furnished  in  black  or  maroon. 
The  1900  novelty  on  the  regular  road  wheels 
is  the  one-piece  crank-hanger,  which  was 
used  on  the  lightest  Monarch  last  year.  The 
$30  and  $25  models  continue  to  have  two- 
piece  hangers.  Arched  crowns  on  all  but  the 
$25  machines,  which  have  squarish,  semi- 
arched  crowns.  The  $25  line,  too,  is  the  only 
one  using  an  external  binder,  it  being  used 
at   the  head.     - 

Generally  speaking,  there  is  excellent  uni- 
formity throughout  the  Monarch  lines.  The 
adjustable  handle-bar  device  used  on  the 
cheapest  hardly  differs  from  that  used  on 
the  best.  Another  Monarch  characteristic  is 
the  tendency  to  abstain  from  mechanical  jim- 
cracks.  -Nxjw,  as  always;  these  machines  have 
been  constructed  ;to  _fif  the  name.  The  $25 
macbiaes  jslts.  -caHed  the  King  and  Queen,  bur 
they   have   the.  Monarch,  earmarks. 

Two  $75  tandems,"  one  with  a  loop-frame 
for  the  front  rider,  -are  shown.  Strong, 
rather  imposing  machines.  The  lines  are 
perfect,   the   general   eft'ect  absolutely   simple. 

The  same  is  true  of  the  $40  single  machines, 
for  men  and  women,  which  are  exactly  like 
the  $60  bevel-gear  chainless  machines.  Both 
lines  have  a  broad,  dark  green  stripe  on  the 
rims,  and  the  $30  machines  only  differ  from 
those  at  $40  in  haying  two-piece  hangers.  The 
external  head-binder  and  semi-arch  crown 
distinguish' the  $25  models. 

A  Monarch  chainless  is  rather  easily  dis- 
tinguished by  the  graceful  circle  formed  by 
the  gear  connection  at  the  rear  wheel. 

The  $50  Cooper  Special  is  simply  a  refined 
Monarch,    with   white    rims,   blue-striped. 

THE  PHOENIX. 

A  practically  invisible  oiling  device  for  the 
;  Phoenix  one-piece  hanger,  oval  lower  rear- 
stays  and  clamped  bottom-brackets  distin- 
guish the  $40  -Phoeni.^;  wheels -from  the  Mon- 
archs.  The  ladies'  loop-frame  is  more 
curved.  Otherwise,  these  fine  machines  are 
■  not  unlike  the  Monarch. 

•       -  -      THE   WAVERLEY. 

!      Four  Waverleys  are   s^iown,   two   in  black, 
I  two  in   Brewster  green.     Two-piece  hangers, 
!•  adjustable  bars,  arched  crowns,  internal  bind- 
'  ers.     A  detail  peculiarity  is  the  rather  small, 
conical-headed    nuts   used    on    the   axle   ends. 
Mahogany   rims   on   all.     Slightly   oval   lower 
rear  stays.     All  splendid  value  foj  $35.     ..     „ 
In    charge    of    this    group    exhibit:     C.    P. 
,  Adams,  manager  of  the  Eastern  sales  depart- 
ment,  assisted   by   Messrs.    F.    L.    Colbrook. 


J.  G.  Judson,  J.  B.  Fryer,  E.  R.  Augustine, 
H.  C.  Moller.  Two  large  gilded  papier 
mache   lions   adorn   the   booth. 

W.  H.  Fauber. 

The  W.  H.  Fauber,  Chicago,  111.,  stand 
contains  a  fine  mechanical  exhibit,  showing 
single,  tandem,  triplet  and  quadruplet  hang- 
ers in  motion,  and  a  large,  illuminated  'de- 
volving hanger,  five  times  the  size  of  an  or- 
dinary hanger.  Mr.  Fauber  is  the  originator 
of  the  one-piece  crank-hanger  and  the  largest 
manul'ncturer  of  crank-hangers  in  the  world. 


1    ':ll   ^.    •^ 


THE    FAUBER    GLOBE. 

He  has  an  output  of  250,000  to  300,000  hang- 
ers per  annum.  As  is  usual  with  the  Fauber 
exhibits,  this  booth  is  one  of  the  most  strik- 
ingly attractive  in  the  Garden.  Fauber  would 
rather  be   original  than   rich. 

••••••••*.•••••••»•»•*••«•*••»••••..•.•••.••.•.■•..••••»•..•••••••* 

R.  n.  Wolff  &  Co.,  Limited. 

Two  spaces,  tastefully  decorated.  Most  of 
the  machines  are  finished  in  black  or  the  sala- 
mander red,  used  exclusively  by  this  concern 
and  said  by  them  to  be  the  most  expensive 
enameling  used  in  cycling.  The  machines  in 
this  exhibit  bear  price  tags.  Salamander 
model  35,  $02.50  with  Morrow  coaster-brake, 
has  all  the  usual  up-to-date  features  as  to 
flush  joints,  internal  binders,  etc.  The  dis- 
tinctive features  are  the  color,  the  white  rims, 
the  double-plate  fork-crown,  Wolff-American 
two-piece  hanger;  crank  and  sprocket  con- 
struction, unusually  fine  eccentric  chain  ad- 
justment, D-section  lower  rear  stays.  A  model 
34,  $65.  without  coaster-brake,  has  the  same 
general  features,  biit  is  lighter  and  has  costlier 
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OUR 


1900 
LINE 
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MR.  AGENT: 


IS  HS 
GOOD 

AS  ITS 
NAME. 


A  Complete  Line  at  Attractive 
Prices  is  What  You  Need. 


REGULAR  ROADSTER. 
SPECIAL  ROADSTER. 
RACER. 
TANDEMS. 
MULTIPLES. 


IS/fADE  from  the  Celebrated  Brass- 
■'■*■'■  Lined,  Anti-Rust,  Clincher  Tubing, 
undoubtedly  the  Strongest,  Fastest  and 
Safest  Tubing  made.  When  properly 
presented  to  the  rider,  and  this  subject 
well  explained,  most  riders  will  buy  a 
new  brass-lined  bicycle  for  safety^s  sake 
who  would  otherwise  continue  to  use  last 
scason^s  wheel.  Thus  greater  profits  to 
enterprising  dealers.     Try  it. 


''World"  Cycles  have  an  Established 
Reputation  and  are  Money  Makers  for 

You.    We  are  also  manufacturers  of  high=grade  JOBBING  wheels. 


ARNOLD,  SOHWINN  &  COMPANY 


240-254  West  Lake  St., 
CHICAGO,  U.  S.  A. 


Early  this  season  enterprising  cycle  makers,  in  their  search  for  the  BEST, 
used  the  old-style  seamless  tubing;  but,  to  meet  the  popular  demand  for  SAFETY, 
SPEED  and  STRENGTH,  they  found  it  necessary  to  add  a  stock  of  brass-lined, 
anti-rust,  safety  Clincher  tubing  frame  cycles,  and  many  NOW  contemplate  using 
NO  OTHER.  Dealers  make  more  money  by  talking  its  merits;  manufacturers 
make  more  sales.    [See  pages  19  and  45.] 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SHOW— Continued. 
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Outside  Exhibits* 


The  Kirk  Mfg.  Co. 

••••f** 

Ezra  Kirk,  president  and  general  manager 
of  the  Kirk  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Toledo,  has  Messrs. 
Hultuni  and  Henry,  travelers,  and  a  bevy  of 
Yale  beauties  with  him  at  the  Everett  House, 
vihere  appointments  with  trade  friends  are 
being  kept.  The  Yale  line  is  represented  by 
six  samples.  The  company  makes  a  $GU 
Sager  chainless  geared  machine,  but  Mr. 
Kirk  did  not  bring  along  a  sample.  He  had, 
however,  a  cushion-frame  machine,  which 
lists  at  $60,  and  a  lO^-pound  racer,  very 
much  like  the  lightest  Cleveland  in  general 
a]:)pearance,  though  unquestionably  a  Yale  in 
its  detailed  characteristics.  This  machine 
also  lists  at  $60.  All  the  Yales  have 
arched  fork-crowns  but  this  one,  which 
has  a  triple-plate  crown.  The  handle-bars  of 
this  racer,  front  view,  present  an  inverted  V. 
The  machine  has  Palmer  tires,  but  Fisk  or 
Hartford  tires  will  be  furnished.  There  are 
also  options  on  handle-bars  and  saddles. 

The  Yale  chainless  has  a  single  transmit- 
ting tube  between  the  gear  wheels,  although 
the  company's  fifth  annual  catalogue,  just 
out,  shows  the  tripje-rod  construction  used 
last  year. 

The  $60  cushion-frame  machines,  for  men 
and  women,  may  be  generally  described  as 
being  the  $50  models  with  the  cushion-frame 
device.  The  $50  machines  were  carefully  in- 
spected by  The  Wheel  man,  and  were  found 
of  surprising  value.  Square  forged  fork- 
crown  of  unusual  strength  and'  lightness; 
Palmer  or  other  high-grade  tires;  Thor 
special  hubs — no  finer  hubs  made  than  the 
Thor;  they  are  too  expensive  for  many  ma- 
chines; Kelly,  Fredrick  or  regular  adjustable 
bars;  fine  chain,  etc. 

In  the  $35  machines,  arched  crown,  first- 
class  tires,  Yale  flanged  hubs,  turned  from 
best  bar  stock;  other  features  and  equipment 
similarly  high-grade. 

The  Yale  crank-hanger  is  an  especially  in- 
genious piece  of  mechanism.  The  eccentric 
chain  adjustment  on  the  $50  line  is  absolutely 
novel.  The  construction  of  the  entire  line  is 
surprisingly  careful.  Sweaty  hands  and  damp- 
ness cause  uncnameled  frames  to  begin  rust- 
ing, hence  all  Yale  frames  that  are  not  enam- 
eled are  kept  overnight  in  warm  ovens;  in 
fact,  are  given  a  coat  of  anti-rust  as  soon  as 
jjossible.  Men  whose  hands  sweat  easily  are 
not  used  on  this  work.  Yale  tubing  is  not 
pickled,  because  pickling  also  causes  oxi- 
dization, steel  being  quite  porous.  Yale  tub- 
ing is  all  sand-blasted.  Yale  brazing,  as 
shown  by  samples,  is  quite  out  of  the  ordi- 
nary. 

Other  strong  statements  about  the  unusual 
inelhods  followed  by  this  concern  to  get  and 
keep  customers  might  be  made.  Suffice  it  to 
say,  in  conclusion,  that  the  last  time  the  com- 
pany's  contracts   for   1900    were   looked   over 


it  was  found  that  50  per  cent  were  absolutely 
new  business,  new  agents.  All  but  five  were 
in  new  towns,  and  five  were  taking  the  places 
of  former  agents.  A  concern  that  can  get 
60  per  cent  additional  business,  keep  so  large 
a  proportion  of  its  old  customers,  and,  up  to 
date,  double  their  number  of  customers,  must 
have  something  worthy  of  the  agent's 
while. 


Day  Mfg.  Co. 

The  Day  Mfg.  Co.,  Idlewood,  N.  Y.— This 
company  shows  at  headquarters  in  the  Bar- 
tholdi  Hotel,  suites  126  to  130,  thirteen  mod- 
els of  their  well-known  style  of  Day  cycles. 
Mr.  Frank  Fries  is  in  charge  of  the  exhibit, 
assisted  by  H.  C.  Martin,  W.  G.  Schaak,  A. 
S.  Williams,  John  Green,  Geo.  B.  Johonnot 
and  W.  T.  Warren.  In  reply  to  the  question 
as  to  what  the  wheels  listed  at,  Mr.  Fries 
smiled  and  stated  that  they  don't  list,  "but 
we  sell  when  the  buyer  comes  to  us,  and  we 
can  come  pretty  near  suiting  the  average  buy- 


er." A  feature  of  the  Day  exhibit  is  steel 
frames  and  connections,  fork-crowns,  hubs 
and  sprockets  as  well  as  tubes.  As  far  as 
equipment  goes  tlje  dealer  or  jobber  can  be 
satisfied  on  that  score  with  anything  that  is 
popular  or  tried. 

There  is  quite  a  pioneer  crowd  of  "the  an- 
cient and  honorable  artillery  of  salesmen," 
headed  by  Mr.  Martin.  Mr.  Martin  kept  a 
record  of  the  salesmen  visiting  Buffalo,  and 
has  figured  out  that  a  percentage  of  99J  called 
on  him.  The  company  will  furnish  a 
coaster-brake  and  any  other  up-to-date 
constructive  novelty  that  may  be  asked 
for.  The  cones  are  locked  inside  the 
frames  so  that  wheels  may  be  removed 
without  disturbing  the  adjustment  of  the 
bearings.  The  cones  are  made  double  or 
reversible,  doubling  the  life  of  the  bearing. 
They  also  have  a  removable  ball-retainer  de- 
signed to  fit  the  bearings.  These  improved 
ideas  in  construction  make  the  Day  line  a 
noticeable  one.  The  one-piece  crank-hanger 
can  be  removed  without  disturbing  the 
cones.  The  well-known  Tribune  form  of 
handle-bar  is  used  on  the  Day  cycles. 


No  exhibit  is  being  made  at  the  Garden  by 
the  George  N.  Pierce  Co.,  of  Buffalo,  but  their 
goods  are  very  well  known  to  New  Yorkers. 
More  Pierce  wheels  are  used  in  this  section, 
probably,  than  any  other  make.  Manager 
Thompson,  of.  Pierce  headquarters,  at  105 
Chambers  street,  has  mailed  a  number  of  large 
cards  suggesting  a  visit  to  his  place,  the  in- 


The  Pierce  Headquarters. 

terior  of  which  is  illustrated  on  the  card.  This 
store,  by  the  way,  is  the  largest  of  its  kind  in 
the  metropolis.  It  contains  a  full  line  of  the 
1900  Pierce  wheels,  and  the  special  attention 
of  visitors  will  be  attracted  to  the  Pierce  cush- 
ion-frame chainless — a  remarkably  simple  ma- 
chine and  one  which  will  surely  earn  popular 
ity. 


1900. 
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Before  Ordering  Your  New  Tires  for    X^^OO    ®^^  What  They  Say  About  the 


Pneumatic 


Resilient 


Single  Tube 


Easy  Riding 


Print  Registered  iSqq.     Milwaukee  Patent  Puncture-Proof  Tire  Co. 

PRESENTING    NEW    TESTIMONIALS    EACH    WEEK. 


GEO.  H.  McNeill,  Dealer  in  Drugs  and  Medicine. 

Perrvsville,  Ind.,  Nov.  6,  1899. 
Milwaukee  Patent  Puncture-Proof  Tire  Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Gentlemen:    From  my  e.\perience  you  make  the  best   tire  on  the  market  to-day. 

Yours  truly,  GEO.   H.  McNEILL. 

WHEELMAN'S  COMPANY,  Jobbers  In  Bicycles  and  Sundries,  21 1  North  Delaware  St. 

Indianapolis,  Ind.,  Oct.  28,  1899. 
Milwaukee  Patent  Puncture-Proof  Tire  Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Gentlemen:  As  the  season  of  1899  is  about  to  close  we  beg  to  state  that  of  all  of  the 
tire  manufacturers  with  which  we  have  had  dealings  during  the  past  season  we  have  had 
the  best  success  with  your  goods,  and  they  have  given  our  customers  entire  satisfaction 

Representatives  Wanted.    Write 


in  every  respect,  and  in  addition  to  this,  we  have  always  received  courteous  treatment 
from  you,  and  the  few  tires  that  we  have  been  obliged  to  return  to  you  have  been 
promptly  and_  gladly  replaced  without  any  expense  to  us  or  to  our  customers.  Several 
years  ago  this  treatment  was  common  among  lire  manufacturers,  but  during  the  past 
year  or  two  most  of  the  manufacturers  have  ignored  tbeir  guaranty  entirely,  and  we,  as 
middle  men,  have  been  put  to  no  small  inconvenience  on  this  account.  It  is,  therefore, 
particularly  gratifying  to  find  that  there  is  still  one  manufacturer  who  lives  up  to  his 
guaranty,  and  I  anticipate  with  considerable  pleasure  a  continuance  of  handling  your 
tires  during  1900,  and  can  assure  you  that  we  will  use  our  best  eflorts  to  push  your  tires 
as  strictly  high-grade  tires,  and  are  confident  that  we  will  be  able  to  dispose  of  several 
thousand  pairs  for  you  during  the  season. 

With  best  wishes,  we  have  the  honor  to  remain. 


Yours  respectfully, 
for  Prices  and  Other  Information. 


WHEELMAN'S   COMPANY, 
Ben  L.  Darrow,  Mgr. 


MILWAUKEE  PATENT  PUNCTURE-PROOF  TIRE  CO.,  MILWAUKEE,  WIS.,  U.  S.  A. 
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iVot  at  the  Show- 


Not  in  the  Trust 
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EVER. 
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REMINGTONS 

REMINGTON  ARMS  CO., 


MADE   BY... 


ILION,   N.  Y. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SHOW— Continued. 
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"Sure  Shot"  Solution,  Etc. 

••■■••••• 

C.  K.  Anderson,  representing  the  Sure  Shot 
Solution  Co.,  of  Chicago,  was  at  the  Show 
with  his  solution  for  repairing  single  tube 
tires.  This  solution  can  be  used  in  any  con- 
venient repair  tool  needle  point.  It  will  not 
corrode  or  lose  its  strength,  and  repairs  will 
last  the  life  of  the  tire.  They  also  have  loose 
plugs  for  large  holes.  These  never  come  out 
or  drop  inside. 


\\\\\\\\\\\vv\\v\\\\\-^ 


Mr.  Anderson  is  also  interested  in  the  Clar- 
endon seat-post,  patent  applied  for.  This 
post  has  some  very  novel  points.  It  is  made 
1  15-lG  inch,  but  later  will  be  njade  1|  inch. 
By  simply  turning  the  top  of  the  post  around 
the  right  side  expands  and  a  catch  drops  iu 
a  slot,  which  holds  the  post  rigid.  To  loosen 
the  post  the  catch  is  raised  and  turned  once 
to  the  left.  No  wrench  is  required,  and  you 
do  not  have  to  remove  the  saddle  to  adjust 
the  seat-post. 

Mr.  Anderson  is  also  showing  the  Thomas 
revolving  hubs  and  hangers,  made  by  the  J. 
P.  Thomas  Co.,  of  Chicago.  The  goods  of 
this  company  have  been  on  the  market  for 
some  years,  and  they  are  shown  in  a  very  neat 
catalogue,  which  can  be  had  from  the  manu- 
facturers, 439-445  Thirty-first  street,   Chicago. 


Frontcnac  Mfg.  Co. 

C.  Edward  Wood  entertained  a  number  of 
dealers  at  the  Bartholdi  Hotel,  and  was  un- 
winding his  story  to  two  when  The  Witf.el 
man  called.  Mr.  Wood  is  doing  particularly 
good  work,  not  for  the  Frontcnac  cushion 
frame  wheel  alone,  but  for  the  cushion  frame 
idea  generally.  He  lakes  pains  to  show  that 
in  effect  there  is  more  rigidity  or  stability  of 
the  rider  on  a  properly  adjusted  cushion 
frame   ihuii   on   a   so-called   rigid   frame.       A 


simple  illustration  proves  this-^the  bouncing 
of  the  rear  wheels  on  the  floor.  The  "rigid" 
machine  rebounds  four  times,  the  cushion 
frame  machine  once.  This  means  that  the 
cushion  frame  rider  has  a  steadier  mount  un- 
der him.  He  is  as  the  passenger  train  pas- 
senger compared  with  the  man  on  a  freight 
train. 

Mr.  Wood  has  here  one  cushion  frame 
chain  machine,  two  "rigid"  chain  models  and 
a  cushion  frame  chainless  with  spinroller 
gear.  The  prevailing  tint  of  the  Frontenacs 
on  exhibition  is  tan,  with  heads  or  heads  and 
seat-post  tubes  dark  red.  Two-piece  hang- 
ers, internal  binders  fore  and  aft,  the  head- 
binder  also  controlling  the  bar  adjustment. 
There  is  no  projecting  nut  on  the  head,  the 
device  being  tightened  or  loosened  by  a  col- 
lar nut  around  the  head.  The  seat-post  clus- 
ter of  the  Frontcnac  and  the  two-plate  fork- 
crown  (distinctively  Frontenac)  give  the 
machine  an  unusually  slender  appearance, 
which  is  further  enhanced  by  one-inch  tub- 
ing. The  line  was  somewhat  enthusiastically 
described  in  The  Wheel's  show  report  last 
year,  and  is  gaining  new  friends  among  deal- 
ers every  day. 


"•"•"•"•"•"•■• 


Great  Western  Mfg.  Co. 

In  parlors  A,  B  and  C,  at  the  Putnam 
House,  may  be  seen  the  goodly  array  of  mod- 
els made  by  the  Great  Western  Mfg.  Co.,  of 
Laporte,  Ind.  Mr.  Arthur  Preyer,  not  un- 
known in  metropolitan  selling  circles,  is  in 
charge  of  the  exhibit,  and  Mr.  E.  J.  Long, 
secretary  of  the  company,  will  be  in  town  dur- 
ing the  latter  part  of  the  week.  They  show 
the  Adlake  racer,  which  lists  at  $60;  the  three- 
crown  wheel  is  shown  in  fancy  colors,  listing 
at  $40.  The  famous  America,  combining  the 
well-known  truss  frame,  the  patents  of  which 
were  acquired  from  the  David  Bradley  Co., 
is  also  shown,  listed  at  $40. 

The  Crown,  that  old  stand-by  for  the  past 
five  years,  of  the  John  Lonn's  Sons  Co.,  and 
the  Cyrus,  which  they  have  endeavored  to 
make  the  best  $25  wheel  on  the  market,  is 
also  shown. 

Bean-Chamberlin  Mfg.  Co. 

The  Bean-Chamberlin  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Hud- 
son, Mich.,  are  well  represented  at  the  Bar- 
tholdi Hotel.  Mr.  Charles  F.  Lott  is  in 
charge  of  the  exhibit.  This  company  shows 
a  well-finished,  attractive  line,  embracing  fif- 
teen different  models,  which  list  from  $30  to 
$50.  Two  attractive-looking  wheels  for  la- 
dies are  among  this  exhibit.  These  people 
are  extensi\e  iobbers,  and  their  product  for 
the  past  four  years  has  given  universal  sat- 
isfaction. The  Eastern  agency  for  this  line 
is  in  charge  of  C.  H.  &  E.  S.  Goldberg, 
the  wholesale  wooden-ware  merchants  of 
West  Broadway,  Reade  and  Hudson  streets. 
\  noticeable  feature  of  this  line  is  the  up- 
to-date  construction  and  finish  which  appeal 
to  the  eye.     The  average  weight  of  their  ma- 


chines is  23  pounds.  The  Sanger  &  Kelly 
handle-bars  are  part  of  the  equipment,  which 
prove  that  this  company  desires  to  give  the 
rider  all  improvements.  This  company  makes 
all  of  their  o-wn  hubs,  cups,  cones  and  crank- 
hangers,  and  use  the  Sager,  Gilliam  and 
Wheeler  saddles  on  tbe  different  models. 
The  Kokomo,  Morgan  &  Wright,  G.  &  J., 
and  Dunlop  tires  are  options.  Mr.  Lott  is 
especially  enthusiastic  over  the  brass-lined 
Clincher  tubing,  made  by  Messrs.  Wilmot  & 
Hobbs,  and  says  that  both  manufacturers  and 
riders  favor  it  largely.  The  Bean-Chamber- 
lain Company  occupies  a  convenient  suite  at 
the  Bartholdi,  and  a  stream  of  agents  floated 
through  during  the  early  days   of  the  Show. 

Seubert  Roller  Bearing  Co. 

The  Seubert  Roller  Bearing  Co.,  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  was  represented  at  tlie  Show  by  Mr. 
Seubert,  who  showed  his  latest  idea  in  roller- 
bearings.  This  bearing  is  in  reality  a  com- 
bination ball  and  roller.  The  mechanism  is 
wonderfully   accurate    and   at    the   same    time 


simple.  Mr.  Seubert  says  that  his  bearing.s 
entirely  eliminate  friction,  lubrication  and 
lost  motion;  are  water-proof,  dust-proof  and 
fool-proof.  This  bearing  is  a  most  remarka- 
ble production,  and  it  would  not  be  surpris- 
ing if  it  jumped  into  favor  if  properly  intro- 
duced. It  consists  principally  of  two  sets  of 
inter-meshing  rollers,  one  set  being  balls  and 
the  other  set  double-cone  rollers,  placed  at 
an  angle  between  the  balls.  The  balls  are 
supported  in  the  usual  manner  by  a  cone 
bearing  on  the  shaft  (or  inner  barrel).  The 
balls  are  held  rigidly  between  three  points  of 
contact  on  the  cone  and  rni)  hearings.       The 
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PROGRESS 


IS  OUR 
WATCHWORD 
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To  accommodate  our 
hundreds  of  customers  we 
have  decided  to  build  a 
very  substantial  wheel  and 
list  it  for  only 

$25.00 


Pathfinder  Bicycles  will  be  on  ex- 
hibition in  spaces  338  and  239,  New 
York  Cycle  Show,  and  in  charge 
of  our  Eastern  representatives, 
Messrs.  Griffith  &  Colwell,  of 
No.  320  Broadway,  New  York. 


r^MF"    r'FMT    SECURES  OUR  1900  CATALOGUE,  JUST  OUT.     ALSO  PRINTED 
V^i^L    l^L^l^  I      CONTRACT  FOR  YOUR  CONSIDERATION.     SEND  FOR  THEM. 

The  National  American  Cycle  Co.,  akron.  ohio.  u.  s.  a. 


! 


i 
! 

• 

This  wheel  addtd  • 
to  our  $30.00,  $40.00  S 
and  $50.00  models  • 

PATHriNDER    | 
BICYCLES 

makes  it  without  doubt  the  most  complete  and  profitable  line^for  any  responsible  dealer  to  obtain  exclusive  agfency 
on.     One-year  Guarantee  with  every  machine. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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No.  3,  Racer. 


Forsyth  Mfg.  6o.. 


BUFFALO,  N.  Y. 


V.     / 


WRITE 
FOR 


CATALOGUE. 


No.  16,  Brake. 


We  make  a  cheaper  brake, 
(  our  No.  17. 


1  J' i.l  ritii  immtmMmti 


^O^fv^  O  .T^S^-^  Q.i^^'Q.^  Qjg! 


No.  1,  Rigid  Rat-Trap. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


Nos.  32,  33  and  34,  Guard. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SHOW-- Continued. 


I 

I 
t 


rollers    are    held    rigidly    between    the    balls; 
they,  being  double  cones,   prevent  all  lateral 


motion,    and    while    supported    at   their    outer 
ends   are   prevented    from   changing   position, 
the  result  being  a  harmonious  rolling  motion 
at  every   point   of  contact.     The   rollers   turn 
in  the  reverse  direction  from  the  balls  while 
moving  bodily  in  the  same  direction. 
.•"•"••••■•••■••••..•••••••"••••••••'©■••••••■•' ••"••••"•"••■•"•• 

The  Show  Press  Representative. 
••••••••• 

To  the  work  of  the  press  representative  of 
the  Show  was  due,  in  no  small  measure,  the 
success  of  the  Show.  For  weeks  past  he  has 
kept  the  newspapers  throughout  the  country 
informed  on  what  was  to  be  expected  at  the 
exhibition,  and  so  well  was  his  work  done 
that  riders  and  dealers  of  even  the  smallest 
towns  in  the  country  knew  what  was  in  store 
for  the  visitor.s  at  the  Show.  It  would  per- 
haps be  unfair  to  say  that  the  press  work 
this  year  was  better  than  that  of  any  of  its 
predecessors,  but  it  was  certainly  as  good, 
and  it  would  be  difficult  to  see  how  it  could 
be  improved.  The  gentleman  who  is  re- 
sponsible, and  who  is  to  be  credited  with 
the  press  work,  is  Alfred  Pierpont  Reeves,  he 
of  fame  as  one  of  the  best  of  the  metropoli- 
tan cycling  newspaper  men. 

The  representatives  of  the  daily  papers  and 
the  trade  publications  whose  duty  it  was  to 
report  the  Show,  are  under  many  obligations 
to  Mr.  Reeves  for  his  unfailing  courtesy  and 
readiness  to  assist  them  in  securing  such  in- 
formation as  could  not  be  otherwise  obtained. 
Reeves  was  a  part  of  the  success. 

■••••,*•«•«••••»•■••"•'•••'•"**■•"•"•"•"•"****"*"•"*"*"** 
Only  Freak  at  the  Show. 

The  Show  has  only  one  freak,  but  that  is 
a  perfect  one.  It  was  designed  and  is  ex- 
hibited by  a  Russian  engineer  named  Gottlieb. 
Its  increased  cost,  friction  and  weight,  to  say 
nothing  of  its  utter  imprncticability  and  lack 
of  the  rotary  movement,  which  is  alone 
enough  to  kill  it  as  an  aspirant  for  public 
favor,  are  all  against  it. 

It  may  be  described  as  follows:    It  weighs 


about  27  pounds;  its  wheel  base  is  about 
three  inches  longer  than  the  regulation  type. 
The  front  part  of  the  bicycle  is  similar  to 
the  accepted  forms  of  construction.  It  has 
two  crank-hangers;  one  in  the  usual  place 
and  one  perched  on  top  of  the  rear  forks, 
just  back  of  the  diagonal  stay,  and  brazed  to 
this  stay  by  a  short  strut.  Through  the  rear 
crank-hanger  is  placed  an  axle,  attached  to 
which  is  the  usual  front  sprocket  and  chain, 
which  carries  the  power  to  the  sprocket  on 
the  rear  wheel.  The  axles  on  the  '"ear 
crank-hanger  carry  oppositely  projecting 
cranks  two  inches  long.  These  are  connect- 
ed by  ball-bearings  at  their  ends  to  a  driv- 
ing-rod 7}  inches  long,  the  opposite  ends  of 
which  are  also  connected  through  a  medium 
of  ball-bearings  to  a  three-inch  triangular- 
shaped  connection  made  double,  and  which 
is  in  turn  connected  with  the  usual  seven- 
inch  crank,  with  pedal  attached.  To  op- 
erate the  bicycle  either  pedal  is  placed  at 
its  highest  driving  point,  the  other,  of  course, 
being  at  its  lowest  point,  the  pedals  then 
going  through  an  up  and  down  motion,  al- 
ternately, similar  to  that  used  on  a  common 
grindstone,  and  the  motion  being  then  not 
rotary,  but  on  the  tread-mill  style,  like  the 
lever-motion  used  on  the  old  Star.  The  in- 
ventor claims  for  it  no  saving  in  power,  but 


a  saving  in  time,  so  that  two  strokes  of  this 
bicycle,  covering  twice  the  distance,  to  one 
complete  revolution  of  a  bicycle  having  ro- 
tary motion   can  be  had. 

This  is  a  very  remarkable  mechanical  state- 
ment. He  claims  it  has  absolutely  no  dead 
centres,  but  some  day,  when  he  rides  it  up 
hill,  he  will  find  that  it  has. 


Benjamin  at  Marlborough. 
■••••*••• 

C.  A.  Benjamin,  of  the  Olive  Wheel  Co., 
Syracuse,  is  at  the  Marlborough  and  is  in 
consultation  with  many  of  his  Eastern  agents. 
The  Olive  line  this  year  is  fully  up  to  Ben- 
jamin's previous  good  ones,  and  George  Har- 
ris, one  of  the  firm's  travelers,  who  is  at  the 
Bartholdi,  says  it  is  fun  to  sell  Olives  this 
year.  Mr.  Benjamin  is  deeply  interested  in 
automobile  construction  and  was  one  of  the 
first  to  take  up  the  idea  of  a  light  vehicle  for 
knockabout  purposes. 


Great  Western  at  Putnam. 
•••••»•■ 

The  Great  'Western  Mfg.  Co.,  of  La  Porte, 
Ind.,  are  showing  their  line  of  Adlake,  Amer- 
ica, Crown  and  Cyrus  bicycles  at  the  Putnam 
House.  Mr.  A.  E.  Preyer  is  in  charge  of  the 
exhibit. 


Stearns  Steam  Pacing  Tandem 


i^e 


is  the  only  motor  cycle  in  the  Show.  It  is, 
of  course,  shown  in  the  Stearns  colors — yel- 
low and  black,  with  bronze  trimmings.  It  is 
fitted  with  the  well  known  Stanley  upright 
boiler,  having  350  i-inch  copper  tubes.  The 
engines  are  of  the  tandem  type,  set  quarter- 
ing to  each  other,  obviating  dead  centers,  and 
has  a  chain-drive  not  geared  up.  The  tandem 
has  been  speeded  a  mile  in  1.04.  The  boiler 
is  heated  by  a  jet  of  gasoline  and  air  at  thirty- 
five  pounds  pressure.  'While  in  use  carries 
about  300  pounds  of  steam.  Neither  of  the 
riders  do  any  pedaling. 

The  front  rider,  who  is  also  the  steersman, 
is  perched  over  the  water  tank.  The  rear 
rider  is  the  engineer  and  manipulates  the 
throttle,  which  is  attached  to  the  handle-bar 
on  the  right  side.  The  tandem  length  is  nine 
feet  over  all;  weighs  without  riders  about  825 
pounds;  it  has  wooden  rims  and  two-inch 
motor  carriage  tires;  the  front  forks  are  of 
the  well  known  French  type,  the  double-truss 
construction;  its  speed  is  regulated  by  the 
amount  of  steam  let  in  the  cylinders.  This  is 
the  pacemaker  behind  which  Major  Tayloi 
made   his  record-breaking   rides. 


At  Space  55,  N.  Y.  Cycle  Show, 


WILL    BE    DISPLAYED 
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An  Up-To-Date  Wheel  "Sr  The  Bullis  Chainless  Gear.  I 


The  Bullis  Coaster  Brake 


ALL   1900    FEATURES    COMBINED  i 

i  ® 

®  in   one   device.     Made   entirely   in   our   own   plant.     Don't  miss   it.                      | 

•9  8S 

®  ® 

•°  So 

®  WRITE   FOR   CATALOGUE    TO                                                 ® 


®                                                                                                                                                                                                            ^                                                        ^  ® 

BULLIS  BALL-GEAR  CO.,   Rochester,  n.  y.  j 

§  ® 

•'  ss 

®                                                                                                                                       Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  g) 
®SS®SS®SS®S2®SS®SS®SS®SS®S8®SS®SS®SS®SS®S8®SS®5S®SS®SS®Sg®SS®S£®SS®SS  g2®SS®SS®S2®S8®SS®SS®SS®8S®SS®SS®SS®SS®SS®SS®SS®Sg®SJ®S8®!S®SS®?S®Sg® 

* 

I           SPINROLLER  GEAR.  1 

g                       ^ 3 

^                 A  few  of  its  advantages.     The  principle  is  extremely  simple.  ^ 

^                 On  account  of  the  rollers  being  in  point  contact,  the  gear  is  very  flexible.  ^ 

^                 And  since  the  rollers  turn  one  upon  the  other,  a  large  wearing  surface  is  exposed,  and  this  fact  makes  :^ 

^     the  Spinroller  durable.  :^ 

^                 The  Spinroller  is  perfectly  smooth  and  noiseless  under  foot.     (They  say  it  runs  like  oil.)  3 

^                 The  grinding  and  pulsations  common  to  other  forms  of  gearing  are  conspicuous  by  their  absence  in  the  ^ 

^      Spinroller.  ^ 

^                 The  studs  upon  which  the  rollers  revolve  are  supported  at  both  ends,  and  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  ^ 

^     bend  even  under  the  heaviest  load.  :^ 


^  These  makers  agree  that  we  have  solved  the  Chainless  problem,  and  will  equip  their  1900  models  with  z^ 

^  the  Spinroller:  ^ 

^~  Overman   Wheel   Co.,  Rochester  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  Frontenac  Mfg.  Co.,  Arnold,  Schwinn  &  Co.,  ^2 

^~  Light  Cycle  Co.,  Close  Cycle  Co.,  Mohawk  Cycle  Co.,  Breemer  Cycle  Co.,  Mayo  Damper  Co.,  ~^ 

^Z  Manitowoc  Cycle  Co.,  Milwaukee  Cycle  Co.,  Army  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.     Others  are   in    line   whom  ^^ 

^-  we  will  announce  later.  ^^ 

I  SPINROLLER   COMPANY,    Rochester,   N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A.  i 

^^-  Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  ^S 
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V...... 


Automobiles* 


For  an  infant  industry  not  big  enough  or 
old  enough  to  advertise  or  give  a  discount  to 
agents,  the  automobile  makers  are  making  a 
brave  and  handsome  showing  at  the  Show. 
Last  year  the  industry  was  represented  by 
five  makers,  who  exhibited  ten  vehicles;  this 
year  there  are  ten  makers  showing  thirty-one 
autos — a  gratifying  increase,  indeed.  Riker 
and  the  Waverley  make  the  biggest  displays. 

The  automobiles  are  receiving  very  flatter- 
ing attention.  Their  chief  inning  is  in  the 
afternoon.  But  they  do  not  dominate  the 
Show. 


General  Electric  Automobile  Co. 


Runabout,  removable  dos-a-dos  seat;  car- 
ries two  or  four  people;  has  four  elliptical 
spring  gear  wooden  wheels,  plain  bearings  on 
Frazier-Collinge  axle;  solid  tire;  weight  1,900 
pounds;    price     $1,200;   80   ampere     capacity; 


runs  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-five  hours; 
two  motors,  two  horse-power,  forty  cells; 
upholstered  in  leather;  has  regulation  hinge 
steering. 

Riker  Electric  Vehicle  Co. 
••••••••• 

The  Riker  brougham,  weighs  3,500  pounds; 
price  $3,000;  double  motor  equipment;  two 
2   K.   W.   motors;  body  hung  on  three  ellip- 


tical springs  and  tubular  gear;  has  wooden 
wheels  with  roller  bearings,  solid  tires,  front 
steering,  light  gray  cloth  upholstering,  center 
electric  reading  lamp  and  outside  lamp;  a 
beautiful  specimen  of  the  carriage-maker's  and 
electrician's  art. 

Mineral    water    delivery    wagons.  Green 

body  with  red  gear;  weighs  6,000  pounds; 
carrying  capacity  2,500  pounds,  in  addition  to 
operator  and  delivery  man;  two  motors,  each 


giving  a  maximum  speed  of  eight  miles  per 
hour,  with  a  total  mileage  of  twenty-five  miles 
on  level  roads;  front  steering  and  rear  driv- 
ing; wooden  wheels,  solid  tires,  roller  bear- 
ings. 

^■sgxl'^  ^^^  ''^'^  ^'^'^  n'^  '^fh 
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ciker  Runa,bout.y  Pneumatic  tires;  weight 
1,300  pounds  approximately;  price  $1,500;  has 
a  carrying  capacity  of  one  passenger 
in  addition  to  operator;  fitted  with 
two  motors  of  f  K.  W.  each; 
the  controller  gives  three  speeds  ahead  and 
two  to  the  rear;  has  a  maximum  speed  ten 
miles  per  hour,  and  a  total  mileage  twenty- 
five  miles  on  level  macadam  on  each  charge 
of  the  battery;  electric  side  lights;  drives  from 
rear  wheels  and  steering  from  front  wheels; 
has  wire  suspension  wheels  with  steel  rims; 
pneumatic   tires   and   ball-bearings. 

Riker  delivery  wagon,  weight  3,600  pounds; 
price  $3,000;  has  a  carrying  capacity  of  1,000 
pounds,  in  addition  to  operator  and  delivery 
man;  fitted  with  two  motors  of  2  K.  W.  each; 
the  controller  gives  three  speeds  ahead  and 
two  to  the  rear;  with  a  maximum  speed  nine 
miles  per  hour  and  a  total  mileage  twenty  or 
thirty  miles  on  level  macadam  on  each  charge 
of  the  battery;  it  has  electric  side  lights; 
drives  from  rear  wheels  and  steers  from  front 
wheels;  has  wooden  wheels  with  roller  bear- 
ings and   solid  tires. 

Riker  theater  bus,  solid  tires;  weight  5,500 
pounds  approximately;  has  a  carrying  capac- 
ity of  thirteen  passengers,  including  driver; 
fitted  with  two  motors  of  2  K.  W.  each;  the 
controller  gives  three  speeds  ahead  and  two 
to  the  rear,  with  a  maximum  speed  ten  miles 
per  hour;  total  mileage  twenty-five  miles  on 
level  macadam  on  each  charge  of  the  battery; 
has  electric  side  light  and  inside  reading 
light;  drives  from  rear  wheels  and  steering 
from  front  wheels;  built  for  T.  B.  Lasher, 
New  Haven,  Conn.;  wooden  wheels  with 
solid  tires  and  roller  bearings. 

••••••■#••••••"••••-••••■•••••••••••■••••••••••••••"••••••••••••••••• 

Canda  Mfg.  Co.       ^      C'  -i 

Canda  Mfg.  Co.  has  an  ^uto-quadricycleJ 
a  four-wheel  vehicle,  propelled  by  a  gasoline 
engine  mounted  over  the  rear  axle.  It  car- 
ries two  persons  tandem,  one  in  front  upon 
a  seat  like  that  of  a  buggy,  and  the  other  upon 
a  saddle  in  the  rear. 

The  central  portion  of  the  frame  which  car- 
ries the  saddle  is  of  seamless  tubing  and  fol- 
lows closely  standard  bicycle  lines.  Outside 
of  this,  at  the  level  of  the  axles,  is  another 


frame  of  angle  iron  and  steel  brackets.  Braces 
connect  the  two  parts  and  form  a  light,  strong 
and  stiff  structure. 

The  auto-quadricycle  "tracks"  thirty-six 
inches  in  width,  and  is  forty-six  inches  from 
centre  to  centre  of  the  axles.  It  is  seven  feet 
six  inches  long  and  three  feet  six  inches  wide. 
The  wheels  are  twenty-six  inches  diameter, 
of  the  tangent  spoke  tension  type,  with  two 
and  one-half  inch  pneumatic  tires.  The  auto- 
quadricycle  complete,  ready  for  service, 
weighs  350  pounds. 

The  motive  power  is  a  gasoline  engine  of 
the  Otto  type,  mounted  over  the  rear  axle. 
When  running  at  the  normal  speed  it  will  de- 
velop about  one  and  three-quarter  horse- 
power. 

The  speed  has  a  range  of  from  two  and 
one-half  to  twenty-five  miles  per  hour. 

A  band  brake  on  the  rear  axle  is  controlled 
by  a  lever  under  the  handle-bar.  This  lever 
is  always   within   reach   of  the   fingers.     It  is 


operated  by  simply  closing  the  hand.  This 
operates  a  lever  and  closes  the  band  of  the 
brake.  When  applied  with  full  force,  the  ma- 
chine may  be  stopped  within  a  few  feet.  Has 
a  check  valve  to  prevent  back  explosion  into 
gasoline  tank. 


Waverley  Automobiles 


iiu 


The  Waverley  Newport-brake,  weighs  3,000 
pounds;  price  .$2,500;  radius  thirty-eight  to 
forty    miles;    equipped    with    battery    of   their 


own  make:  motor  4J  K.  W. ;  has  wooden 
wheels  with  solid  rubber  tires,  ball-bearings 
all  over,  as  are  all  their  vehicles.  Fitted  with 
a  refrigerator  and  luncli  box  whicli  are  de- 
tachable. Double  reduction  gear.  Finished 
in  yellow  wicker  work  and  combination  of 
dark  green  and  red  body  and  red  gear.  Has 
two  electric  side  lamps  and  headlight. 

They  also  show  a  Stanhope,  weighing  1,800 
pounds;  price  $1,500;  dark  green  finish,  up- 
holstered in  dark  green  broadcloth.     A  Dos- 
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We  Have  Room  for  Only  a  Few  More  Responsible  Dealers. 

THE 


1  900 


has  more  attractive  features  and  real  selling    points    than  any  wheel 

offered  this  season.       Prices  right. 

WRITE    FOR    CATALOGUE-NOW    READY. 


The  Davis  Sewing-  Machine 
Co.  is  an    independent    cor 
poration — not   a  "branch"  of 
any   trust  nor   a   member  of 
any  combination. 


THE  DAVIS  SEWING  MACHINE  CO., 


DAYTON.  OHIO. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


®.f04<!)4€)4<!H<S>><sH^>4®4KS>>®-H5WS^ 


R  MAN  WITH  HALF  AN  EYE 

Can  catch  the  correct  idea  of  the  PERFECTION  MUD  GUARD  by  the  picture  here  shown.    A  rubber  band  does 
the  work.    Easily  adjusted  to  ANY  wheel  in  a  few  moments.    Handsomely  enameled  and  decorated. 


This 

Illustration 
TELLS 


THE 


TRUTH. 
Every  lover  of 
cleanliness  will 
insist  upon  the 
Perfection  Mud 
Guard  before  the 
1900  riding  season 
is  fairly  started. 


See  us 
Demonstrate 
our  claims  with 

REAL 

MUD 

at  the  Cycle  Show, 
Booths  Nos.  52 
and  53. 
Jobbers  and  deal=- 
ers  cordially  in= 
vited  to  call  upon 
us  and  see  the 
sundry  sensation 
of  1900. 


LIST  PRICE, 
$J.25. 


Perfection  Mud  Guard  Qo.. 

INDIANAPOLIS,   IND. 


Kindly  menition  The  Wheel. 


Prices  to  the  trade 
RIGHT. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SHOW- Continued. 


a- Dos  weighing  2,000  pounds;  price  |1,500; 
dark  green  finish.  A  mail  phaeton  weighing 
2,500  pounds;  price  $2,000;  has  a  rear 
seat.  A  combination  delivery  wagon, 
1,800  pounds;  price  $1,350;  finished  in  dark 
green,  red  gear;  the  top  of  the  wagon  is  de- 
tachable and  can  be  fitted  with  combination 
rear  seat,  converting  the  wagon  into  a  pleas- 
ure carriage.  A  small  brake,  2,000  pounds; 
price  $1,400;  is  finished  in  dark  green  and  red 
body  with  red  gear.  ;,  * 

••"•"•"••■••••"••••"•"••••"•"••••"•••••••"•■••"••••"•"•"•• 

Forecarriage  Co. 
■•••••••• 

It  is  a  mechanical  horse,  which  can  be  at- 
tached to  any  vehicle;  six  horse-power  gaso- 


line   engine;    four   cycle    motors;    price    $500; 

weight  COO  pounds. 

••••••••••••••••••••*••*••••••••.■••••..•..•..•..•..•..•..•..•..•..•..•. 

American  Electric  Veliicle  Co. 

Brake,  two-seated,  black  body,  yellow  gear, 
pneumatic  tires  mounted  on  four  elliptical 
springs;  weight  2,200  pounds.  Price,  $4,500. 
Five-horse  power  motor,  44  cells.  Delivery 
wagon,    mounted    on    platform    spring     gear, 


painted    red,    body    dark    .green,    red    striping. 
Price,    $1,800.     Weighs    2,500    pounds. 

Runabout  with  four  spring  elliptical  gear; 
this  and  all  others  made  by  them,  wood 
wheels,  red  gear;  2,000  pounds;  $1,250;  two 
and     one-half      horse-power.  Radius,     50 

miles    under    favorable    conditions. 

••-•-■-■-«■••-•-•-•«•»•■••-••••-•-••••-•-•■■•■■•■■•■■•..•. 

Loomis  Automobile  Co. 

Park  Wagon.  Weighs  315  pounds.  Price 
$450.     Two   and   one-half  horse-power   gaso- 


line motor;  runs  from  one  to  fifteen  miles  an 
hour;  tubular  gear;  front  axle  mounted  on 
three  elliptical  springs;  has  suspension  wheels 
with  wood  rims  and  pneumatic  tires;  gasoline 
motor  of  their  own  design;  electric  ignition; 
no  machinery  in  body,  all  being  mounted  on 
running  gear,  thus  doing  away  with  vibration 
of  the  body. 

••••••••••••••»••••••••••»•••••••»•••••••••••*•*••••••••■••*•••••"•* 

foster  &  Co. 
■•»•»•< 

Electric  Stanhope;  1,000  pounds;  Willard 
battery;  chain  drive;  differential  gear  on  rear 
axle;  two  K.  W.  niotors;  three  speeds  for- 
ward, two  backward;  controlled  by  a  center 
lever  storage  battery  having  forty  cylinders; 
either  tangent  spoke,  suspension  wheel  with 
pneumatic,  or  wooden-spoke  wheels  with 
ball-bearings  and  solid  rubber  tires;  Shelby 
tube,  running  gear  brazed  together;  mounted 
on  three  elliptical  springs.  Hinged  steering 
device  at  shoulders  or  collars  of  axles,  which 
turns  front  wheels  at  two  angles,  so  as  to 
prevent  them  from  creeping.     Upholstered  in 


leather,  dark  green  body,  gears  red  striping. 
Price,  $1,200. 

Also  make  a  steam  wagon,  using  same  body 
and  gear  as  on  the  electric  wagon.  Motor 
power  being,  however,  Shipman  boiler  and 
engine,  burning  gasoline  and  air  at  a  press- 
ure of  30  to  35  pounds;  boiler  tubular,  carry- 
ing 175  pounds  steam.  Price,  $1,000. 
•••••»•••••••»•*••»•••••••••••••»••'•"•••••••"••••"•"•"•■•••••• 

Autos  Seemed  Out  of  Place. 
■•••••••* 

Should  there  be  a  show  next  year,  it  ought 
to  be  a  cycle  show  pure  and  simple.  The  au- 
tomobile en'd  should  be  left  to  shift  for  itself; 
should  be  made  to  stand  on  its  own  merits 
The  autos,  despite  their  beauty  and  ingenuity, 
-Seemed  out  of  place  at  the  cycle  show.  Be- 
sides, an  .auto  can  only  be  shown  off  in  ac- 
tion. In  repose  it  is  largely  admired  by  the  ex- 
peri.  To  attract  the  public  it  must  be  given 
life.     It  must  be  driven. 

.•"•"••■•"•"••■•■•C"«"»"»"»"«"»"«"»"«"«"»"»"«"«"»"»« 

Makes  a  Fine  Sight. 

Looking  down  from  the  main  gallery,  the 
show  is  certainly  very  handsome.  For  the 
old-timer  it  strikes  no  new  note;  the  bird's- 
eye  view  is  about  the  same  as  other  Garden 
shows.  But,  to  the  novice  and  to  the  public 
at  large,  the  Show  is  a  handsome  sight. 


Show  Gossip^ 


A  noticeable  fact  was  the  scarcity  of  adjust- 
able handle-bars,  other  than  those  produced 
by  the  manufacturers  of  the  bicycles  them- 
selves. , 

On  Monday  night  Mr.  Albert  L.  Pope, 
manager  of  the  Pope  Sales  Department,  at- 
tended the  Show  and  was  seen  in  the  Colum- 
bia booth. 

Some  of  the  machines  built  by  A.  B.  C. 
concerns  bore,  in  addition  to  their  own  name- 
plates,  a  small  plate  just  above  the  other, 
showing  the  ownership  of  the  American  Bi- 
cycle Co. 

G.  R.  Kreamer,  the  always  plucky  rider  in 
the  professional  ranks,  was  at  the  Show,  and 
he  hinted  that  he  might  do  business  with  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.  as  their  star  racing 
man  for  Paris. 

Something  that  the  British  public  would 
immediately  notice,  but  which  probably 
passed  the  attention  of  most  visitors  at  this 
Show,  is  the  absence  of  tool  bags,  and  the 
general  absence  of  brakes,  spring-saddles  and 
mud-guards. 

The  Apex  Wheel  Co.,  of  Rochester,  are  at 
the  Bartholdi  Hotel  and  James  W.  Shone  has 
a  splendid  collection  of  up-to-date,  reason- 
ably priced  models,  nine  in  all  being  shown. 
The  price  of  these  wheels  ranges  from  $30  to 
$50. 

W.  G.  Rankin,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  vet- 
eran maker  of  toe-clips  and  other  good  sun- 
dries fame,  is  showing  bis  cycle  whistle  at 
the  Cleveland  stand.  Mr.  Rankin  is  head  of 
the  Cycle  Whistle  Co.,  and  makes  other  sun- 
dries as  well. 

One  noticeable  feature  of  the  Show  was 
the  Fredrick  bar  which  was  seen  on  the  ex- 
hibits of  the  bicycle  companies.  This  bar  has 
an  internal  binder  which  cannot  be  seen  when 
the  bar  is  in  place,  and  adds  considerable  to 
the  appearance  of  a  wheel. 

T.  W.  Plumb,  the  well-known  bicycle  tube 
man,  of  Niles,  Ohio,  general  manager  of  the 
Columbia  Mfg.  Co.,  arrived  here  on  Mon- 
day. Mr.  Plumb  is  here  in  the  interest  of  the 
firm's  cold-drawn  brazed  tubing,  which  is 
used  for  front  and  rear  forks,  slays,  etc. 
This  firm  has  done  a  lot  of  business  also  in 
handle-bar  stock. 

l^eynolds  Janney,  superintendent  of  the 
Trinity  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Kcene,  N.  H.,  will  be  in 
town  during  the  week  and  will  assist  Mr. 
Whittaker  in  talking  to  agents  and  others 
who  wish  to  do  business  in  the  Trinity  line. 
The  Trinity  is,  as  usual,  a  first-class  mount 
and  a  well-made  wheel  for  agents  who  are 
looking  for  something  high  grade. 
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SOLE  LICENSEES 


UNDER  THE.. 


TILLINCHAST  PATENTS. 


oWb 
oWb 


Having  acquired  the  Tillinghast  Patents^  heretofore  held  by 
Theodore  A,  Dodge,  the  Single -Tube  Automobile  and  Bicycle 
Tire  Company  gives  notice  that  the  following  companies  alone 
are  licensed  to  manufacture  and  sell  Single -Tube  Tires  under 
said  Letters  Patent: 


I 


oJaft 


Ko*0 

oWb 
oWb 


Hartford  Rubber   Works   Company. 

Diamond  Rubber  Company. 

Goodyear  Tire  &  Rubber  Company. 

New  Brunswick  Tire  Company. 

Mechanical  Fabric  Company. 

Boston    Woven    Hose    &    Rubber 
Company. 

Revere  Rubber  Company. 

Fisk  Rubber  Company. 

L.  C.  Chase 


B.  F.  Goodrich  Company. 

Kokomo  Rubber  Company. 

India  Rubber  Company. 

National  India  Rubber  Company. 

Indiana   Rubber   &   Insulated   Wire 
Company. 

Hodgman  Rubber  Company. 

Western  Wheel  Works. 

Newton  Rubber  Works. 

&  Company. 


f  OT 

oWio 


Jo'' 

OICIjJb 


S2J 
o)oy*o 


s  o*i 


oingle=  1  ube  Automobile  and  Bicycle    1  ire  Co., 


THEODORE  A.  DODGE,  President, 


Room  1503  Lords  Court  BIdg.,  27  William  St.,   NeW  Yofk. 


oJSfo 


Iviadly  merttion  Thfe  Wheel. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SHOW— Continued. 


C.  F.  Smith,  of  the  Waverley  factory,  In- 
dianapolis, Ind.,  is  at  the  Show.  His  numer- 
ous friends  were  glad  to  see  "Indiana"  Smith 
once  more.  Mr.  Smith  is  enthusiastic  over 
his  automobile  making,  and  says  orders  are 
pouring  in  from  all  parts. 

N.  M.  Robinson,  of  the  N.  M.  Robinson 
Co.,  of  154  Maiden  Lane,  was  showing  to  his 
friends  the  A.  B.  C.  polish  which  he  has 
brought  out  this  season.  This  is  claimed  to 
be  a  waterproof  enamel  polish  and  is  suitable 
for  bicycles,  fine  furniture,  pianos  and  similar 
goods. 

Aside  from  the  brass  band,  Mile-a-Minute 
Murphy  supplies  the  entertainment.  His 
work  is  to  ride  behind  an  imitation  railway 
car  at  high  speed  for  a  minute  or  so,  permit- 
ting himself  then  to  be  pulled  up  onto  the 
platform  of  an  imitation  car.  Mr.  Murphy 
wiggles  hard,  and  undoubtedly  rides  very 
fast,  but  the  rush  and  roar  of  the  actual  per- 
formance are  absent. 

Fred  Colson,  who  is  recognized  in  the 
West,  among  manufacturers,  as  an  expert  in 
cycling  material,  and  who  in  the  early,  as 
well  as  later,  days  was  never  too  proud  to 
take  off  his  coat  and  go  into  the  factory 
among  the  workmen,  renewed  his  acquaint- 
ance with  a  majority  of  the  trade  at  the  Show. 
Colson  looks  prosperous  and  is  as  genial  as 
ever. 

The  well  known  racing  man  and  bicycle 
traveler,  Stillman  G.  Whittaker,  is  at  the  Bar- 


tholdi  with  the  samples  of  the  Trinity  bicycle, 
introduced  and  made  famous  by  Frank  T. 
Fowler,  now  an  Alderman  of  Chicago,  as 
well  as  an  up-to-date  manufacturer.  Fowler 
would  rather  be  original  than  rich,  as  his  an- 
nouncement at  the  Fowler  stand  in  the  Show 
indicates. 


The  "Jo"  toe-clip  balance 
heim  attracted  a  good  deal 
the  use  of  this  balance  the 
position    for    the    foot    and 
weight  to  the  bicycle,  as  it  i 
pedals   and   carries   its   own 
use  of  this  balance  a  toe-clip 
and  there  is  no  necessity  of 
fling  to  get  the  toe  into  the 


of  M.  G.  Oppen- 
of  attention.  By 
clip  is  always  in 
it  adds  no  dead 
s  attached  to  the 

weight.  By  the 
is  found  instantly 

kicking  or  shuf- 
clip. 


The  Bridgeport  Brass  Co.  made  a  very  at- 
tractive display  at  the  stand  of  the  Willis 
Park  Row  Bicycle  Co.  The  new  lamp,  to- 
gether with  the  wishbone  bracket,  attracted 
considerable  attention.  The  new  Searchlight 
has  been  improved  in  a  number  of  ways,  and, 
like  all  the  products  turned  out  by  this  well 
known  house,  is  made  of  the  finest  material 
and  is  the  result  of  first-class  workmanship. 

Mr.  James  W.  Shone,  of  the  Apex  Wheel 
Co.,  Rochester,  who  is  at  suite  9  of  the  Bar- 
tholdi  Hotel,  has  an  up-to-date  machine  in 
his  exhibit  which  is  an  attractive,  as  well  as 
good,  wheel  for  agents,  and  he  is  taking  or- 
ders for  this  wheel  at  the  low  price  of  $17.34. 
This  wheel  can  be  listed  at  from  $25  to  $50 
and  ready  buyers  can  be  found  for  it.     About 


five  years  ago  this   wheel   would   be  snapped 
up  at  $75. 

An  interesting  exhibit  is  the  one  placed  in 
the  gallery  by  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  It 
shows,  by  actual  examples,  the  forms  of  bi- 
cycle which  have  been  in  use  since  1850.  It 
shows  the  various  changes  in  general  form 
and  detail.  In  the  latter  respect,  particularly 
as  to  fork-crowns,  1900  witnesses  in  some 
makes  a  reversion  to  a  type  once  in  use  and 
superseded.  A  fuller  description  of  this  ex- 
hibit will  appear  ne.xt  week. 

President  Frank  Southard,  of  the  Toledo 
Metal  Wheel  Co.,  is  at  the  Westminster  Ho- 
tel with  no  exhibit,  but  the  Favorite  juvenile 
line  is  'being  taken  care  of,  as  far  as  exhibi- 
tion goes,  by  Vice-President  H.  R.  Falker. 
In  reply  to  a  query  as  to  his  new  bottom- 
bracket,  which  has  been  patented,  Mr.  South- 
ard said  that  he  was  not  ready  to  say  much 
about  it  at  present.  Mr.  Southard  and  Mr. 
Falker  are  visitors  at  tlie  Show  and  are 
meeting  many  old  friends  of  the  Toledo  firm. 

Frank  W.  Sanger:  "I  am  quite  satisfied 
with  the  show.  To-night  (Monday)  there  is 
a  representative  attendance,  well-dressed,  in- 
terested, and,  from  the  bo.x  office  point  of 
view,  larger  than  on  the  first  Monday  of  the 
last  show.  I  determined  not  to  overcrowd 
the  Garden  this  year,  and  toward  the  last  re- 
fused forty  applications  for  space.  The  show 
this  year  discloses  an  increase  in  the  solidity 
of  the  firms  exhibiting." 
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1,000  AGENTS  WANTED. 


SPECIAL  INDUCEMENTS  TO  SELL  FOR 


A.  B.C.  AND  OTHERS 


9 


who  are  makers  of  the  now  celebrated  Brass-Lined,  Anti-Rust,  Safety  "Clincher"  Tubing  frame 
cycles,  undoubtedly  the  fastest,  safest  and  strongest  frames  made. 

See  the  world  speed  records  for  2  to  36  miles,  inclusive,  won  by  Harry  Elkes  on  the  Orient 
bicycle  made  from  this  tubing.     See  Prof.  Wright's  mountainous  stair-descending  ride  on  page  45. 

Get  samples  of  this  tubing ;  show  it  to  the  possible  cycle  customers  who  think  "last  year's 
bicycle  will  do  for  another  season,"  and  remind  them  that  if  the  enamel  on  their  bicycle  shows  a 
tendency  to  peel  off,  even  in  small  spots,  and  rust  shows  on  the  outside  of  the  frame  tube,  it  is  prob- 
ably what  is  termed  "sympathetic  rust,"  which  forms  as  the  result  of  rust  within  the  frame 
tube,  forks  and  stays,  and  when  rust  forms  in  the  inside  of  the  tubes  it  weaiiens  the  frames 
and  THEY  ARE  DANGEROUS  and,  unfortunately,  to  an  unacertainable  extent.  _  HENCE,  TO  BE 
SAFE,  the  rider  buys  a  Brass-Lined  Tubing  frame  bicycle  which  you  recommend  as  SAFE,  and  if  a 
"Clincher"  Tube  Frame,  also  FAST  and  STRONG.  Dealers  had  best  buy  and  use  only  Brass-Lined, 
Anti-Rust,  Clincher  Safety  tube  frames  and  be  safe  by  not  getting  "stuck"  with  the  wrong  thing  as 
the  result  of  their  competitors'  greater  enterprise  and  thus  increase  their  sales  by  talking  the  real 
merits  and  advantages  of  Brass-Lined  Tubing  frames  and  incidentally,  in  consequence,  MAKING 
IWIORE  PROFIT.  This  Brass-Lined,  Anti-Rust,  Safety  Clincher  Tubing  fork  and  stay  frame  feature 
is  worthy  of  mention  as  a  "  write-up  "  in  your  local  daily  papers,  as  well  as  in  your  advertisements. 

It  will  increase  your  sales  and  profits  if  your  local  competitor  has  bought  wheels  without  this 
safety  feature  ;  by  enterprise  you  can  place  yourself  in  a  most  advantageous  position  and  your  com- 
petitor at  a  disadvantage. 

The  "write-ups"  will  also  attract  to  your  place  of  business,  and  out  of  curiosity  and  from  a 
sense  of  fear,  riders  or  buyers  who,  desiring  to  adopt  every  precaution  for  safety  sake,  having  others 
depending  upon  them,  would  not  otherwise  have  thought  of  buying  a  new  wheel  or  even  calling  on 
you  this  year. 

John  Wanamaker  is  noted  as  a  shrewd  advertiser.  He  is  advertising  in  several  dozen  New 
York  and  Philadelphia  daily  papers  bicycles  as  made  from  this  tubing  because  it  pays. 

A  word  to  the  wise  is  sufficient.     Are  you  wise,  enterprising,  up-to-date  ? 

When  buying  cycles  or  securing  agency,  be  sure  to  get  the  right  thing — Don't  forget  it.  Please 
talk  this  up. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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THE  NON- EXHIBITORS- 
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SEASONABLE  ANNOUNCEMENTS  BY  ADVERTISING  PATRONS  OF 
"THE  WHEEL ^'  WHO  HAVE  NOT  PARTICIPATED  IN  THIS  YEAR'S 
CYCLE  SHOW. 
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WHILE  in  the  variety  of  goods  exhibited 
the  New  York  Cycle  Show  in  prog- 
ress this  week  is  unquestionably  a  representa- 
tive show,  and  to  the  ordinary  observer  will 
not  reveal  the  fact  that  the  major  part  of  the 
purely  bicycle  exhibits  are  by  concerns  be- 
longing to  the  American  Bicycle  Co.,  in  a 
trade  sense  it  is  not  as  comprehensive  an  ex- 
position as  was  held  in  Madison  Square  Gar- 
den a  year  ago.  Many  of  the  advertising 
patrons  of  The  Wheel  are  not  exhibitors; 
and  as  it  is  desired  that  this  issue  of  The 
Wheel  shall  be  a  symposium  of  trade  novel- 
ties for  the  year,  the  report  of  the  show  is 
supplemented  by  the  following  interesting 
announcements: 

.«..«. .•..«..«»a..*..«..«H»»»««..»..«..«..»..«..«..«..«M«..*..«..«. 

A  Complete  Outing  Line. 
••«•*••■ 

Outing  Mfg.  Co.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. — In 
common  with  the  other  independent  make-s, 
find  the  prospect  very  bright.  The  regular 
Outing  line  comprises  a  chainless,  listed  at 
$75;  cushion  frame  at  $60,  racer  at  $60  and 
two  models,  each  at  $50,  $40  and  $30,  in  ad- 
dition to  boys'  and  girls'  juveniles,  listed  at 
$25.  Some  features  of  interest  found  in  the 
high-grade  product  are  the  ball-retaining 
head-fittings  and  seat-post  cluster,  originated 
by  the  Outing  Company,  and  adopted  exten- 
sively by  other  manufacturers.  The  double- 
arched  forged  crown  is  of  unique  pattern  and 
great  strength  and  beauty.  The  Perfection 
hub,  manufactured  by  the  Outing  Mfg.  Co., 
is  a  departure  from  the  usual  construction. 
Instead  of  the  dust-cap  being  pressed  in,  a 
ball-retaining  steel  washer  is  used  with  a  felt 
washer  over  it.  The  dust-cap  is  counter- 
bored  to  receive  felt  washer  and  screwed  in 
the  end  of  the  hub.  In  this  way  all  possibili- 
ty of  the  dust-cap  falling  out  is  avoided,  and 
there  is  no  difficulty  in  removing  or  replac- 
ing the  dust-cap  when  it  is  necessary  to  clean 
the  bearings.  The  hub  is  oiled  through  the 
holes  of  the  dust-cap,  this  method  bringing 
the  lubricant  to  the  felt  washer,  saturating 
the  washer,  whence  it  applies  directly  to  the 
bearings.  This,  it  is  claimed,  is  a  great  im- 
provement over  the  old  style  of  oiling 
through  the  centre  of  the  hub,  making  it 
necessary  to  fill  the  barrel  of  the  hub  before 
the  lubricant  could  reach  the  bearings. 

The  1900  racer  is  worthy  to  rank  with  the 
previous  racing  models  which  have  made 
the  Outing  famous.  It  will  have  a  wheel 
base  of  4i\  inches,  2J  inches  drop,  and  its 
equipment  will  be  of  the  best.  In  every 
grade  of  Outing  bicycles  none  but  seamless 
tubing  is  used,  and  such  material  as  will 
justify  the  claim  that  Outing  bicycles  are 
"as  good  as  the  best  and  better  than  many." 

The  Outing  Company  make  wheels  for  job- 
bers, but  devote  special  attention  to  thei " 
standard     line     of    bicycles    and     specialties. 


Amongst  the  specialties  are  the  Perfection 
sprocket  wrench,  wdiich,  in  spite  of  imitation, 
still  holds  the  field.  The  Perfection  wheel- 
truer  is  in  constant  demand,  and  the  Perfec- 
tion spanner  wrench,  but  recently  marketed, 
promises  to  be  one  of  the  best  sellers.  The 
Outing  Company  have  shared  in  the  increased 
export  trade,  a  fact  that  is  particularly  grat- 
ifying, as  no  efifort  was  made  to  secure  ex- 
port trade  on  account  of  the  great  home  de- 
mand. 


»••>•»••.••••»•.••»•"•»•» 


A  Fine  Export  Line. 

Soudan  Mfg.  Co.,  Elkhart,  Ind.— At  107 
Chambers  street.  New  York  City,  the  Sou- 
dan M.fg.  Co.,  of  Elkhart,  Ind.,  exhibits  as 
fine  a  line  of  wheels  for  export  and  domestic 
trade  as  can  be  found  in  the  market.  Three 
grades  are  shown,  but  in  a  variety  of  options 
that  makes  the  line  as  representative  as  if 
listed  under  many  more.  One  of  the  models, 
styled  C,  is  all  fitted  for  foreign  use,  having 
steel  rims  and  guards.  Flush  joints  are  used 
throughout;  the  company's  one-piece  crank- 
hanger  is  one  of  the  features,  and  the  ma- 
chine shows  all  the  up-to-date  points. 

Model  E  has  a  two-piece  crank-hanger, 
outside  seat-post  joint,  tangent  spokes,  round 
fork-crowns  and  is  handsomely  finished. 
Model  B  has  flush  joints  all  around,  a  two- 
piece  hanger,  adjusting  expander  bars.  Ju- 
venile models,  for  boys  and  girls,  are  shown 
in  a  variety  of  colors.  The  frames  are  17 
inches  and  the  wheels  24  inches.  , 

In  each  of  the  models  shown  there  are  la- 
dies' patterns  to  match.     The   company  uses 
one  and  two  piece  hangers,  which  are  inter- 
changeable; four  colors  are  given  as  options; 
square   or   round   fork-crowns   are   furnished; 
all  wheels  are  furnished  with  Fairbanks  rims, 
and   the   nickeling  and  enameling  are   of  the 
best. 

••••••••••••••-••••»•"•"•"••••■■•••••••••••••••••••••••••"•"••••• 

Made  Oilers  for  Sixteen  Years. 

Cushman  &  Denison,  240  West  23d  street. 
New  York  City,  N.  Y. — The  firm  of  Cushman 
&  Denison  was  established  in  1883.  Although 
this  is  but  sixteen  years  ago,  it  is  one  of  the 
oldest  firms  in  the  bicycle  trade,  the  majority 
of  the  present  companies  being  comparatively 
newcomers.  The  head  of  the  firm  and  man- 
aging man  from  the  start  is  Joseph  W.  Cush- 
man. Away  back  in  the  days  of  the  old  ordi- 
nary Mr.  Cushman  saw  the  need  of  a  good  oil 
can  for  bicyclists'  use,  and  from  that  time  to 
this  has  used  every  effort  to  make  the  best 
oiler  that  money  and  brains  could  produce. 
As  a  result  the  present  generation  of  riders  is 
not  annoyed  with  the  clumsy  and  leaky  oilers 
that  made  life  a  burden  to  the  first  converts. 

Cushman  &  Denison  still  make  a  specialty 


of  oil  cans,  with  which  they  supply  almost  the 
entire  bicycle  trade.  Their  Perfect  oiler  is 
too  well  known  to  all  riders  to  need  any  de- 
scription. It  has  been  constantly  improved 
from  year  to  year,  and  continues  to  be  used 
with  nearly  all  the  really  high-grade  wheels. 
This  firm  also  make  the  Star,  Leader  and 
Gem  oilers  for  lower-priced  or  medium  grade 
wheels,  but  even  these  oilers,  although  low  in 
price,  are  far  ahead  of  the  ordinary  oilers. 

Cushman  &  Denison  have  just  removed  to 
their  new  building,  Nos.  240-242  West  23d 
street,  where  they  have  greatly  increased  of- 
fice and  storage  facilities.  Their  factory, 
however,  will  still  be  in  Connecticut. 


■'•«•»•••••••» 


The  IManson  Line. 

Manson  Cycle  Co.,  Chicago,  111. — The  poli- 
cy that  has  guided  the  "Manson  Cycle  Co." 
from  the  beginning  will  be  continued  for 
1900.  We  will  continue  to  pay  express 
charges  on  all  defective  parts  found  in  the 
Manson,  and  we  will  continue  to  sell  our 
goods  without  the  expense  of  a  traveling 
salesman,  deducting  this  amount  from  the 
wholesale  price  on  bicycles  and  giving  our 
agents   the  benefit  of  this   reduction. 

Our  model  31  at  $30  and  our  model  32  at 
$50  are  built  on  the  four-lug  style.  Our 
three-crown  at  $40  and  $50  will  be  made 
lighter  and  better  than  ever.  Shelby  seamless 
tubing,  Sanger  adjustable  bars,  Fairbanks 
rims.  Fay  &  Bowen  spokes,  Manson  three- 
crown  tires,  Manson  pedals  will  be  fitted  to 
all  of  the  wheels  as  regular. 

The  $30  and  $40  models  contain  the  Man- 
son  one-piece  hanger  with  our  patented  Octa- 
gon cranks  and  sprocket.  On  the  $40  wheel 
G.  &  J.,  Dunlop,  M.  &  W.,  Goodrich  and  Ko- 
komo  tires  will  be  furnished  as  an  option. 

Our  two  road  racers  are  built  on  the  same 
lines,  with  40-inch  wheel  base,  with  Octagon 
shape  rear  and  front  forks,  with  our  new  and 
special  design  front  fork-crown  made  from 
a  hollow  forging  and  fitted  with  the  Manson 
patented  two-piece  hanger  with  Octagon 
cranks  and  special  light  hubs.  Oak  and 
Wheeler  regulation  racing  saddles,  Manson 
extension  reversible  and  adjustable  handle- 
bars, fitted  with  our  special  grips  and  Manson 
racing  pedals  and  Palmer  tires,  will  be  regu- 
lar. Plain  black  will  be  the  only  color  fur- 
nished on  the  $.30  model  and  on  the  $50  road 
racer.  Violet  and  black  on  the  $40  three- 
crown,  and  on  the  racing  machine  violet,  with 
a  combination  of  crimson  and  robin's  egg 
blue  on  the  seat-post  tube,  with  long  nickeled 
strips  on  the  front  and  rear  forks  of  both  the 
$40  and  $50  three-crown;  also,  full  nickeled 
joints  on  the  three-crown  racer.  Without 
doubt  our  three-crown  racer  is  the  most  high- 
ly  finished   bicycle    in   the    world,    while    the 
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I  is  sold  to  the  agent  direct ^  and  the  price  we  make 
;;  must  certainly  interest  any  first-class  dealer^  who  is 
in  the  business  for  a  ^ood  profit. 

Protection    in    territory    assigned     absolutely    J 
I    guaranteed^ 

WRITE   FOR   CATALOGUE  AND  TERMS. 


♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 


national  Sewing  VHmu  Co., 


::  CHICAGO  OFFICE:  RPI    VmPDR         II    I 

49  East  Jackson   Boulevard.  DIIiL«V  lUC^wyvZ,^      1  L^L^. 
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THE  NON-EXHIBITORS—Continued. 


others  arc  an  exception  in  (.[uality,  lustre  and 
endurance.     All  brush  work  hand  rubbed. 

A  complete  line  of  these  samples  will  be  at 
the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel  during  the  week  of 
the  Cycle  Show  and  can  be  seen  by  all  par- 
ties interested.  Mr.  Manson  will  attend  the 
meeting  of  the  Cycle  Trade  Protective  Asso- 
ciation, which  will  be  held  at  the  Fifth  Avenue 
Hotel  during  the  week  of  the  Cycle  Show, 
and  will  have  a  complete  line  of  samples  and 
will  be  pleased  to  show  them  to  all  parties 
interested. 


All  About  Orients. 

Waltham  Mfg.  Co.,  Waltham,  Mass.— 
Have  a  complete  line  of  samples  on  exhibi- 
tion at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel,  junc- 
tion Fifth  avenue,  Twenty-third  street 
and  Broadway.  Our  Mr.  Haradon  and  Mr. 
J.  B.  Merrell  will  be  pleased  to  receive  the 
trade  and  show  them  an  excellent  line  of  sam- 
ples of  our  1900  models,  which  include  the 
following: 

Men's  Light  Roadster,  $50^ — Is  constructed 
of  carefully  selected  materials  of  superior 
quality;  is  graceful  in  appearance,  strong  and 
the  weight,  although  moderate,  is  consistent 
with  the  demand  made  upon  a  cycle  which 
may  be  subjected  to  severe  strain. 

Women's  Light  Roadster,  $50 — Corre- 
sponds in  general  construction,  equipment 
and  option  to  the  men's  light  roadster. 

Men's  Orient  Leader,  $65 — Is  successor  to 
the  Orient  L30,  which  was  unquestionably 
the  most  famous  bicycle  ever  produced.  This 
is  a  strong  statement,  but  world's  records  are 
unanswerable  arguments. 

In  the  Leader  model  we  have  retained  all 
the  good  qualities  of  the  Orient  1.30,  and 
have  added  a  number  of  improvements, 
among  which  may  be  mentioned  the  "H" 
forging  in  the  rear  stays,  which  not  only 
makes  the  frame  much  more  rigid,  but  allows 
us  to  still  maintain  the  narrow  tread  which 
has  made  the  Orient  so  popular  with  the  rac- 
ing element,  and  still  have  ample  room  to  put 
in  a  large-sized  tire  if  desired. 

Another  new  feature  is  the  eccentric  chain 
adjustment,  which  allows  of  the  instant  ad- 
justment of  the  chain  without  in  any  way  in- 
terfering with  the  adjustment  of  the  bearings. 

Knowing  the  intrinsic  qualities  of  the 
Brooks  saddle  through  our  experience  with 
racing  men,  who  not  only  expect  but  demand 
the  best  bicycle,  the  best  tires  and  the  best 
saddle,  and  by  watching  the  signs  of  the 
times  and  observing  that  this  type  of  saddle 
was  becoming  more  and  more  popular,  we 
have  secured  the  American  agency  for  this 
famous  saddle,  and  are  equipping  it  on  our 
Leader  model  and  are  offering  it  for  sale 
throughout  the  country.  Other  saddles  have 
been  reduced  in  price  and  consequently  in 
quality,  but  the  Brooks  Company  have  never 
been  willing  to  sacrifice  quality  for  price.  The 
secret  seems  to  be  in  the  quality  of  the  leath- 
er, which  is  so  well  seasoned  and  so  finely 
treated  that  although  it  is  of  the  softest  kid 


it  will  not  split.  It  combines  comfort  with 
durability  to  a  greater  extent  than  any  other 
saddle. 

Women's  Orient  Leader,  $65 — Appreciat- 
ing the  necessity  for  a  light  and  rigid  wheel 
for  women,  we  have  introduced  the  women's 
Orient  Leader,  which,  owing  to  its  peculiar 
construction,  is  several  pounds  lighter  and 
much  more  staunch  than  any  wheel  heretofore 
made  for  women.  This  new  model  embodies 
the  eccentric  chain  adjustment  and  other  im- 
provements of  the  men's  Leader. 

Orient  Morrow,  $55 — Owing  to  the  fact 
that  we  have  received  a  great  many  inquiries 
for  the  Morrow  coaster-brake  we  have  de- 
cided to  get  out  a  new  model,  which  will  be 
known  as  the  Orient  Morrow.  We  make  this 
in  both  men's  and  women's  models,  and  the 
equipment  is  similar  to  that  furnished  on  the 
Light  Roadster  model. 

We  also  have  a  men's  and  women's  chain- 
less,  equipped  with  the  improved  Sager  gear. 
Price,  $75. 

Orient  Tandems,  $85 — Are  made  in  three 
models,  combination,  double  diamond  and 
racing  tandems. 

We  have  also  added  to  our  chain  wheels  an 
Orient  coaster-brake,  which  is  very  simple  in 
construction,  is  composed  of  but  five  pieces, 
does  not  alter  the  appearance  of  the  hub  in 
any  way,  increases  the  weight  but  four 
ounces  and  is  positive  in  its  action. 

The  brass-lined,  safety,  anti-rust  Clincher 
tubing  of  the  frame  construction  gives  the 
agent  a  chance  to  talk  down  internal  rust  and 
talk  up  strength.  The  special  mechanical  at- 
tachments give  him  a  chance  to  talk  original- 
ity. The  world's  records  earned  by  Elkes 
gives  him  a  chance  to  talk  speed.  The  equip- 
ment of  tires  gives  him  a  chance  to  talk  the 
best.  If  he  can't  talk  with  all  these  chances 
we  have  an  ad.  writer  who  can  talk  against 
time — engaged  specially  to  furnish  Orient 
agents  "language  to  print." 


Made  Oil  for  33  Years. 

William  F.  Nye,  New  Bedford,  Mass.— We 
have  had  thirty-three  years'  experience  in 
catering  to  the  trade  for  lubricating  oil,  first, 
for  the  sewing  machine  companies  only,  and 
since  for  the  bicycle  trade,  fire-arm  manufac- 
turers, typewriters,  watches,  clocks,  jewelers' 
foot  lathes,  and  of  more  recent  date,  the  fine 
electrical  appliances,  all  requiring  and  all  ur- 
gently demanding  only  the  finest  known 
grades  of  oil.  and  those  especially  adapted  to 
the  various   purposes. 

Allow  us  to  say  that  to  meet  these  wants 
through  such  a  long  course  of  years  it  has 
become  an  axiom  with  us  to  give  to  each  all 
that  has  been  asked  for  and  the  benefit  of  our 
experience.  For  it  may  be  said  that  the  great 
army  of  consumers  of  oil  are  not  supposed  to 
know  all  about  it,  and  in  fact  there  are  many 
wise  and  candid  customers  who  say  to  us  "We 
rely  upon  you  to  give  us  only  the  best,"  and 
the   sequel   of  our   course  has   been   a   steady 


How  of  orders  from  all  parts  of  the  world. 

The  truth  has  come  home  to  us  that  qual- 
ity has  been  the  open  sesame  into  the  channels 
of  scientific  construction,  new  inventions  and 
delicate  and  costly  mechanisms;  and  all  the 
while  meeting  a  strong  competition  on  every 
hand,  our  faith  has  ever  been  strong  that  the 
survival  of  the  fittest  is  the  true  policy  in  bus- 
iness; and  we  expect  to  journey  along 
through  1900  with  a  steady  flow  of  orders 
from  the  many  special  departments  of  trade 
that  we  supply  with  our  exceptional  line  of 
oils. 


Hard-Ground  Gears. 

Leland  &  Faulconer  Mfg.  Co.,  Detroit, 
Mich. — As  to  our  policy  for  the  year  1900, 
in  regard  to  our  ground-hardened  steel  bevel- 
gears  for  chainless  bicycles,  would  say  that 
it  is  our  intention  to  furnish  manufacturers 
with  the  best  hardened  steel  bevel-gears 
which  it  is  possible  to  place  on  the  market; 
absolutely  accurate,  because  each  tooth  is 
ground  to  the  correct  form  after  the  gear 
has  been  hardened.  This  entirely  does  away 
with  the  trouble  which  all  bevel-gear  chain- 
less  wheel  manufacturers  have  had,  on  ac- 
count of  the  gears  warping  in  the  process  of 
hardening,  and  the  consequent  binding  and 
unevenness,  which  is  a  natural  sequence  to 
thfs    warping. 

A  letter  we  received  lately  from  a  rider 
who  had  purchased  a  chainless,  and  who  was 
unfortunate  enough  to  have  it  fitted  with 
these  warped  gears  and  who  had  heard  of 
our  process  through  the  bicycle  papers,  read 

as    follows:      "I    have    been    riding    a   

chainless,  and  the  gears  are  so  warped  and 
untrue  I  am  thoroughly  disgusted  with  it, 
and  shall  return  to  the  chain  wheel,  unless 
you  can  fit  me  out  with  some  of  your  gears. 
Cannot  you  oblige  me  by  sending  me  a  set, 
and  could  they  be  fitted  to  my  wheel?  If 
not,  cannot  you  recommend  me  to  some 
manufacturer  who  is  using  your  gears?  Since 
a  few  of  the  teeth  broke  it  is  running  better, 
but  I  am  thoroughly  disgusted  with  it." 
This  is  a  whole  story  in  itself.  Why  did  the 
teeth  break? 

Per  contra,  a  letter  from  a  rider  of  a  wheel 
fitted  with  our  gears  says:  "As  you  recom- 
mended mc  to  buy  a  wheel  fitted  with  your 
ground-hardened  steel  bevel-gears,  I  have 
done  so.  The  first  thing  I  did  on  receiving 
it  was  to  make  sure  that  the  gears  were 
ground,  and  I  found  that  they  were.  I  have 
since  ridden  about  a  thousand  miles,  and  can- 
not tell  you  how  delighted  I  am  with  the 
smoothness  of  motion  and  the  freedom  from 
stepping  and  vibration.  Several  of  the  boys 
in  our  office  have  since  ordered  chainless 
wheels,  but  all  have  specified  they  must  be 
fitted  with  your  gears.  Thanking  you  for 
idling  me  of  same  in  time,"  etc. 

It  is  not  our  intention  at  the  present  time 
to  sell  the  machines  for  generating  these 
gears  after  hardening  to  anyone,  but  to  fur- 
nish   the   gears   ourselves   direct   to    manufac- 
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There  are 

Standards 

in  everything. 


THAT'S  WHY 


You   hear   so   much  of   the  Morrow  Coaster-Brake. 


THarS  WHY 


the  question:  ^^Is    it  as  good    as  the  Morrow ?^^  is 


heard 


so 


often* 


THAT'S  WHY 

the  word  ^^Morrow^^  suggests  itself  the  instant  ^^free 
wheels^^   or  coaster-brakes  are  talked  of* 

THAT'S  WHY 

it  has  been  adopted  by  practically  all  of  the  principal 
manufacturers,  and  is  recommended  by  the  principal 
dealers  and  jobbers* 

THAT'S  WHY 

it  is  easier  to  sell,  and  outsells  all  others,  and  why  it 
gives  satisfaction  wherever  used* 

It  is  the  standard  of  coaster-brakes*  It  was  the  first,  the  original, 
and  it  remains  the  best  and  foremost*  It  is  tried*  It  is  true*  It 
set  the  fashion  to  the  world.  It  is  the  standard  by  which  all 
coaster-brakes  are  measured* 

Eclipse  Bicycle  Co..  Eltnira,  N.  Y. 

New  England  Branch:  245  COLUMBUS  AVE.,  BOSTON. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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turcrs,  as  we  wish  to  maintain  the  standard 
of  excellence  which  our  experience  in  the 
use  of  the  machines  enables  us  to  do,  where- 
as, if  we  sold  the  machines,  and  the  parties 
using  them  should  only  grind  those  which 
are  absolutely  too  badly  warped  to  run  at 
all,  and  then  call  the  gears  "Leland-Faul- 
coner,"  both  the  reputation  of  our  machines 
and  gears  would  suffer. 

We  are  now  running  24  hours  per  day  to 
keep  up  with  our  orders  on  these  ground 
gears. 

Amongst  the  parties  to  whom  we  are  fur- 
nishing them  are  the  following  American 
Bicycle  Co.  branches:  Grand  Rapids  Cycle 
Co.,  E.  C.  Stearns  &  Co.  and  Sterling  Cycle 
Works;  also  to  the  Geo.  N.  Pierce  Com- 
pany, of  Buffalo,  and  the  Warwick  Cycle  Co., 
of  Springfield,  Mass. 


Bicycles  and  Tires. 

The  Vim  Bicycle  Co.,  50  Fifth  avenue,  Chi- 
cago, 111. — We  shall  sell  direct  to  the  dealer 
and  agent,  as  in  the  past.  We  will  make  but 
two  models — ^men's  model  30  and  women's 
model  31.  We  will  give  these  two  machines 
our  entire  attention,  whereas  in  the  past  we 
have  made  a  great  variety  of  models.  These 
machines  list  at  $35.  In  addition  to  this  we 
are  offering  three  grades  of  tires — "Our  Best," 
listing  at  $10;  "Alligator"  brand  at  $5  and 
"Our  Leader"  at  $4.  We  also  have  a  very 
complete  line  of  sundries. 


Improvements  in  Bunl<er  Saddles. 

Bunker  Saddle  Co.,  63  Milwaukee  avenue, 
Chicago,  111. — We  continue  the  policy  of  ex- 
hibiting a  sample  line  equal  to  but  not  super- 
ior to  the  regular  stock  of  goods  as  delivered 
to  our  customers.  We  continue  to  advertise 
exclusively  the  Rubber  Neck  and  Bunker  sad- 
dles and  a  full  line  of  tool  bags.  We  continue 
practically  our  former  list  prices,  having  been 
found  an  advantage  to  the  trade,  as  we  give 
dealers  on  any  of  the  goods  in  our  new  cata- 
logue 50  per  cent  discount  and  2  per  cent  for 
cash  with  order,  thus  a  large  margin  for  prof- 
its is  secured. 

We  continue  to  make  improvements  in  our 
whole  line,  as  our  new  1900  catalogue  will  in- 
dicate; we  have  expended  much  labor  and 
many  thousands  of  dollars  improving  the  rub- 
ber cushion  used  in  the  Rubber  Neck  saddles, 
and  in  the  special  selection  and  tanning  of  the 
leather  of  which  it  is  covered.  The  outward 
indication  of  this  labor  and  expense  will  be 
noticed  in  the  soft  velvet-like  feel  and  appear- 
ance of  our  Rubber  Neck  line  of  saddles. 

The  observing  dealer  will  also  notice  the 
same  soft  velvet-like  stock  of  leather  in  our 
wood  base  line;  also  in  our  pneumatic  and 
hygienic  lines  of  saddles.  We  have  found  it 
necessary  on  account  of  this  increasing  de- 
mand for  the  Rubber  Neck  saddles  to  add 
three  new  forms,  the  Rubber  Neck  racer,  list- 
ed at  $3.50;  the  Rubber  Neck  hygienic,  listed 


at  $5,  and  the  Rubber  Neck  juvenile,  listed 
at  $2.25. 

We  study  to  be  of  service  to  the  dealers  by 
prompt  shipments  and  large  discounts,  and 
at  the  same  time  provide  the  rider  with  a 
handsome,  well-made,  durable,  soft-top  Rub- 
ber Neck  saddle  on  which  he  may  ride  with- 
out fatigue,  lameness  or  injury. 


About  Ball  Retainers  and  Separators. 

Sartus  Bail-Bearing  Co.,  37  Maiden  Lane, 
New  York,  N.  Y. — In  regard  to  our  ball  re- 
tainers and  separators:  We  have  put  several 
models  on  the  market  during  the  last  four 
years,  and  are  selling  now  a  shape  which  we 
consider  the  best.  Same  is  manufactured  in 
steel  in  different  gauges,  according  to  the  size 
of  the  retainer  and  the  size  of  the  balls  used 
therein. 

Soon  after  we  first  came  out  with  our  re- 
tainers the  tendency  of  the  bicycle  market 
was  to  produce  the  lightest  possible  machines, 
and  we  were,  therefore,  forced  to  get  up  a  re- 
tainer, which  would  weigh  as  little  as  possible 
and  still  do  its  work.  It  was  then  that  we  in- 
troduced our  brass  retainers,  but  now  this 
idea  of  exceedingly  light  machines  having 
passed,  we  make  our  retainers  stronger  again. 

The  good  qualities  of  our  retainers  are  so 
well  known  to-day  that  it  will  hardly  be  neces- 
sary to  speak  about  these  again.  Our  main 
claim  is  anti-friction  in  a  ball-bearing,  as 
much  as  it  is  possible  to  give  it,  and  the  best 
proof  of  the  acknowledged  superiority  of  our 
device  against  the  regular  old-fashioned  ball- 
bearing is  that  several  people  in  the  trade 
have  copied  our  ideas  more  or  less  to  a  cer- 
tain degree,  while  many  are  satisfied  with  the 
use  of  our  retainers,  and  prefer  to  get  same 
from  us  instead  of  producing  something  of 
their  own  which  might  involve  a  law-suit. 

We  wish  to  add,  yet,  that  the  mammoth  bi- 
cycle hub,  which  we  exhibited  at  the  shows 
here  and  in  Chicago,  has  just  returned  from 
London,  where  it  was  exhibited  at  the  last 
Stanley  show  in  the  Crystal  Palace,  and,  like 
here,  it  was  a  great  success  over  there. 

Simple  Coaster  and  Brake. 

■•»••••• 

Canfield  Brake  Co.,  Corning,  N.  Y. — The 
particular  feature  of  the  Canfield  brake  that 
gives  it  immense  advantage  over  all  similar 
devices  is  in  its  simplicity,  containing,  as  it 
does,  substantially  but  three  parts  besides  the 
sprocket,  and  as  one  of  these  parts  serves  as 
a  lock-nut  we  have  really  but  two  additional 
parts  added  to  the  ordinary  hub,  viz.:  the 
bushing  that  supports  the  sprocket  and  the 
stationary  brake  disc. 

The  fact  that  this  brake  is  simply  screwed 
on  the  ordinary  hub  in  place  of  the  usual 
sprocket  and  set  nut  seems  to  strike  the  pub- 
lic as  just  the  thing  that  is  wanted.  As  it  is 
very  light,  adding  but  nine  ounces  to  the 
wheel,  contains  no  springs  or  complicated 
parts,  and  at  the  same  time  is  so  strong  and 


effective,  it  meets  the  wishes  of  the  vast 
throng  of  riders  who  are  looking  for  a  coast- 
er-brake— the  most  desirable  and  fascinating 
improvement  that  has  been  made  on  the  bicy- 
cle since  the  invention  of  the  pneumatic  tire. 

The  Canfield  coaster-brake  is  recommend- 
ed to  all  persons  who  are  not  seeking  to  get 
the  most  weight,  the  most  complication  and 
the  greatest  infinitude  of  parts  for  their  mon- 
ey. It  is  light  yet  perfectly  strong;  is  simple 
and  durable;  has  the  fewest  possible  parts,  and 
yet  is  the  most  efficient  brake  on  the  market. 

It  is  estimated  that  fully  three-fourths  of  the 
wheels  made  this  season  will  be  equipped  with 
coaster-brakes,  as  a  rider  who  has  once  tried 
one  will  never  be  satisfied  with  a  wheel  there- 
after that  is  not  a  coaster. 


Cater  to  Agents  Exclusively. 

Kirk  Mfg.  Co.,  Toledo,  O. — We  are  cater- 
ing exclusively  to  the  retail  agent.  We,  with 
this  end  in  view,  have  materially  improved 
our  line,  and  have  added  several  up-to-date 
features,  such  as  the  cushion-frame,  a  very 
light  racer  and  a  Sager  geared  chainless.  We 
have  changed  our  regular  models  in  accord- 
ance with  the  most  advanced  ideas  in  bicycle 
construction,  and  have  a  line  the  equal  of  any 
in  the  market.  We  believe  that  our  line  is 
especially  attractive  to  the  retail  dealer,  as  he 
need  have  no  fear  of  interference  on  the  part 
of  any  jobber.  Our  line  is  listed  at  popular 
prices  and  our  discounts  are  very  attractive. 


Roller  Skating  Reviving. 

Richardson  Bail-Bearing  Skate  Co.,  Chi- 
cago, 111. — If  the  present  indications  count 
for  anything,  the  old-time  sport  of  roller 
skating  is  again  coming  to  the  front.  Large 
halls  and  buildings,  suitable  for  conducting 
roller  rinks,  are  in  great  demand  in  all  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  and  the  best  evidence 
of  the  returning  popularity  of  the  exhilara- 
ting pastime  is,  that  all  rinks  now  running 
are  doing  an  exceedingly  large  business. 
Many  of  the  old  devotees  of  the  sport  are 
again  "getting  their  skates  on,"  and,  since 
the  old  craze  died  out,  about  fifteen  years 
ago,  a  new  generation  has  attained  that  age 
when  their  enthusiasm  develops  quickly  af- 
ter giving  the  little  rollers  a  trial.  Another 
feature  which  has  a  tendency  to  invite  pop- 
ularity and  make  the  sport  even  more  en- 
joyable than  ever,  is  the  introduction  of  ball- 
bearings in  connection  with  the  general  im- 
provement in  up-to-date  roller  skates.  The 
Richardson  Bail-Bearing  Skate  Co.,  of  Chi- 
cago, have  recently  put  on  the  market  a 
skate  which  they  refer  to  as  a  "cushion-frame, 
anti-jar,  ball-bearing  skate,"  the  construction 
of  which  provides  for  a  large  vibrating  cush- 
ion, upon  which  the  skater  rides,  thus  elimi- 
nating all  jar  and  creating  a  most  perfect 
action. 

L.  M.  Richardson,  president  of  the  com- 
pany,   is    credited    with    having   put   the    first 
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AMERICA'S    REPRESENTATIVE    BICYCLE, 


1900  models... 


Made  with  Brass-Lined,  Anti-Rust,  Safety 
Clincher  Tubing,  Used  because  four  years^ 
experience  by  us  of  Clincher  Tubing  has 
proven  its  quality. 


The  Best  Novelties  at  the  Show  are  the  New  Detachable 


...SPROCKET... 


SEAT=POST  AND   HANDLE=BAR  BINDER. 


tU  ClbCrty  €yCk  Co.,  Bridgeport,  conn.,  U.  $.  H. 


NEW  YORK  BRANCH:   4  WARREN  STREET. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


/^! 


IfMWtfMfMfMfM^ 


&W.^ 


&w^W^WifMfmfmw^fmfmw^fm' 


m 


86 


January  25, 


».•»•«•..•»•..•..•..•«•»•>••» 


•.•..•..•»«»««»*>*««.ia<.«««»«»***«>.«»«»«ta  ••••••»••.••. 


H»..»»«..«*.«»«»««ai.a..«*.«..a.. 


........ 


THE  NON-EXHIBITORS— Continued. 


••••••"••■•••••••••••••"•"•"••••"•"•"•"••••"•"•"•"••••••••••"•••••••"•" 


"••••••••••■• 


•••••••••••••••-••^ 


'    steel  ball   into  a  skate  roller,  and  obtained  a 
patent    on    bis    device    in    1884.      Ball-bearing- 
rollers,  however,  did  not  come  into  very  gen- 
eral use   at  that  time,   except  .among  profes- 
sional fancy  skaters  and  racers,  as  the  price 
of    steel    balls    in    those    days    precluded    the 
possibility   of   making   ball-bearing   skates    at 
a    price    at    which   the    general    public    would 
buy,    notwithstanding    the    great    superiority 
over  the  plain  bearing  skate.     The  first  rac- 
ing skates  manufactured  by  Mr.   Richardson 
sold  at  $16  per  pair,  and  a  set  of  ball-bearing 
rollers  at  $10.     Steel  balls  then  cost  $30  per 
1.000,  and  a  set  of  Richardson  rollers  contain 
128. 

Most   of   the   new   rinks   now   in   operation 
are    using   ball-bearing    skates,    as    the    pro- 
moters  find   that   th-e   public   want   something 
better   than   the   old   plain   bearing,  and   even 
though  the  original  investment  is  greater,   it 
pays  to  provide  ball-bearing  skates. 
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Proud  of  Their  Line. 

Arcade  File  Works,  97  Chambers  street. 
New  York,  N.  Y. — We  call  attention  to  our 
line  of  Elk  and  Dixie  bicycles  for  1900,  and 
refer  with  pride  to  the  splendid  quality  of  our 
1899  line.  For  1900  we  offer  the  Elk  at  $40 
list  in  either  men's  or  women's  models.  These 
wheels  are  improved  over  last  season's  in 
many  ways.  We  call  particular  attention  to 
out  tool  steel  cones,  ground  and  tempered, 
and  turned  from  the  solid  bar,  making  the  eas- 
iest running  wheel  possible,  and  to  our  spe- 
cial hand-polished  enamel  and  nickel  on  du- 
plex copper,  which  makes  the  Elk  a  wheel  of 
superior  finish.  The  Morrow  coaster-brake 
will  be  furnished,' if  desired,  on  these  models, 
at  $5  extra. 

Our  Dixie  line  will  consist  of  men's  and 
women's  models,  listing  at  $25.  This  wheel 
is  built  of  Shelby  cold-drawn  seamless  tubing, 
has  flush  joints  throughout,  expander  at  head, 
and  is  equipped  with  guaranteed  tires  and  has 
a  first  class  equipment.  It  is  a  wheel  on 
which  we  are  proud  to  put  our  name.  Our 
prices  are  low  and  our  terms  liberal.  Every 
wheel  we  manufacture  bears  our  name  and  is 
guaranteed  by  us. 

When  you  sell  an  Elk  or  Dixie  bicycle  you 
are  backed  by  a  manufacturing  company  with 
a  reputation  of  fifty-seven  years'  standing. 


•••«•«••.©" 


Puncture-Proof  Tires. 


Milwaukee  Patent  Puncture  Proof  Tire  Co., 
436  Jefferson  street,  Milwaukee,  Wis.— We  are 
now  entering  upon  the  third  year's  business 
with  our  Milwaukee  patent  puncture-proof 
tire,  and  the  prospects  of  a  very  large  business 
this  season  are  very  bright.  Our  tire  is  with- 
out doubt  the  most  durable  pneumatic  tire  on 
the  market  to-day.  The  construction  of  the 
tire  is  such  that  for  all  actual  riding  the  tire 
is  practically  puncture-proof.  The  universal 
satisfaction  that  our  tire  has  given  the  riders 
is  being  manifested  more  and  more  as  the  tire 
is  brought  mto  general  use.  We  have  re- 
ceived thousands  of  letters  from  riders,  job- 


bers and  dealers  who  have  handled  and  rid- 
den our  Milwaukee  patent  puncture-proof 
tires.  These  letters  show  the  general  satis- 
faction with  which  the  tires  are  being  re- 
ceived. In  cactus  and  thorny  countries  es- 
pecially our  tire  has  given  excellent  service. 
We  quote  herewith  a  letter  received  from  our 
agent  in  Honolulu: 

"Honolulu,   H.  I.,   Nov.  27,  1S99. 
"Milwaukee     Patent    Puncture-Proof    Tire     Co.,     Mil- 
waukee,  Wis. 

"Dear  Sirs: — There  has  never  been  a  tire  used  in 
ITonolulu  that  has  given  the  great  satisfaction  that 
your  puncture-proof  tire  has  done.  This  is  the  thorn- 
iest spot  in  the  whole  world,  I  think.  Thorns  that 
will  puncture  any  tire  ever  tried  will  not  puncture 
yours. 

"In  fact,  I  had  made  up  my  mind  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  get  a  tire  to  stand  our  thorns,  but  your 
tire   will   do   so. 

"I  have  sold  a  lot  of  them  here,  and  have  had  every 
buyer   express   his   great  satisfaction   because  they   are 
not  too  hard  for  comfortable  riding. 
"Yours,    etc., 

"J.  S.  Bailey." 

The  price  of  our  tire  to  the  rider  is  $8.50 
per  pair,  and  all  correspondence  addressed  to 
us  will  be  given  prompt  and  careful  attention. 
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Why  National  Riders  Never  Change. 

National  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  Bay  City,  Mich.— 
We  confess  that  when  the  time  came  to  de- 
sign a  new  model  for  1900  we  were  stag- 
gered. Our  efforts  in  this  line  a  year  ago 
resulted  in  the  production  of  a  bicycle  which 
was  as  near  perfect  as  a  bicycle  could  be. 
Upon  what  grounds  were  we  to  make  a 
change,  and  how?  A  resume  of  the  '99  sea- 
son showed  that  the  only  demand  which  was 
not  answered  by  the  wheels  of  last  year  was 
that  for  a  very  light  road  machine.  The  mak- 
ing of  a  bicycle  to  supply  that  demand  meant 
a  large  outlay  for  new  tools  and  dies,  as  a 
complete  change  of  design  was  necessary 
and  all  these  expenses  meant  increased 
cost.  Feelin;  assured  that  such  a  machine 
would  have  a  Lrge  sale,  we  decided  to  go 
ahead,  and  the  result  of  our  efforts  is  shown 
in  the  models  81  and  32.  These  bicycles  de- 
part radically  from  those  of  the  last  few  years. 
While  the  frame  lines  are  essentially  the 
same,  the  smaller  diameter  of  tubing  used 
(one  inch)  not  only  decreases  the  weight,  but 
gives  an  appearance  of  lightness  not  observed 
in  their  immediate  predecessors.  The  gentle- 
man's wheel  is  made  regularly  with  22-inch 
frame;  the  lady's  with  22-inch.  Both  have  a 
three-inch  drop  at  the  crank-hanger.  The 
rims  and  tires,  while  of  full  road  strength, 
being  smaller,  the  weight  is  reduced,  and  this 
desired  end  is  also  approached  by  the  smaller 
sprockets  and  correspondingly  shorter  chain 
used.  Strength  has  not  been  sacrificed,  but 
rather  conserved  by  the  little  refinements  in 
manufacture  which  a  bicycle  of  this  character 
makes  necessary.  The  model  31,  with  regu- 
lar catalogued  road  equipment,  weighs  21^ 
pounds;  the  model  32,  23  pounds,  and  we  are 
safe  in  guaranteeing  satisfaction  in  their  use. 

Wc  are  making  just  as  good  bicycles  as  we 
know  how  to,  out  of  just  as  good  material  as 


we  can  buy  and  are  asking  a  fair  price  for 
them.  We  are  getting  our  share  of  the  busi- 
ness regardless  of  the  fact  that  there  are 
many  wheels  sold  for  less  money  than  Na- 
tionals. 

Fisl(  Tire  Improvements. 

•••■•»•• 

Fisk  Rubber  Co. — During  the  past  year  we 
have  made  extensive  improvements  and  ma- 
terially enlarged  our  plant.  Factory  was  run 
full  time  during  the  summer  and  fall,  prepar- 
ing for  1900  business,  and  we  are  now  ar- 
ranging to  put  on  a  night  force. 

We  have  recently  engaged  J.  C.  Cole  as  as- 
sistant superintendent  to  pay  especial  atten- 
tion to  workmanship  and  inspection.  For 
over  five  years  he  has  held  a  similar  position 
with  one  of  the  best  known  and  largest  tire 
manufacturers.  We  make  a  complete  line 
of  high-grade  guaranteed  tires,  including  two 
grades  each  of  thread  and  close  woven  fabric; 
also  tandem,  racing  and  light  vehicle  tires. 
Special  features,  protected  tread  and  new 
valve  stem  construction. 

Recently  licensed  to  make  single  tube  tires 
under  "Tillinghast  patents."  We  have  ar- 
ranged for  distributing  and  repair  depots  in 
Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Syracuse, 
Buffalo  and   Detroit. 

An  Agent  on  Shows. 

A  British  agent,  writing  to  the  Scottish 
"Cyclist,"  favors  the  cycle  show  as  a  perma- 
nent institution.  While  his  views  are  more 
applicable  to  the  closely  clustered  British 
Isles  than  to  this  country,  his  following  words 
arc  worthy  the  attention  of  every  agent  who 
is  not  too  far  away  from  the  location  of  the 
show  to  visit  it  economically: 

Every  agent  vifho  has  given  the  matter  a  mo- 
ment's consideration  knows  that  in  no  other  way 
could  he  get  such  a  comprehensive  idea  of  what  is 
being  produced  by  the  various  manufacturers.  All  that 
is  best  in  the  trade  is  there  for  his  inspection,  and  I 
affirm  thait  more  satisfactory  business  can  be  done  in 
a  single  day  at  a  show  than  could  be  done  in  a  month 
by  correspondence,  or  by  spending  time  and  money 
"doing"  the  Midlands.  Speaking  from  my  own  ex- 
perience, I  have  seen  articles  on  exhibition  which  I 
dedided  to  take  up,  and  which  otherwise  I  might 
never  have  heard  of.  No  .agent  cares  to  buy  from 
catalogues,  hence  I  believe  there  are  numerous  ma- 
chines and  accessories  popular  to-day  which  might 
never  have  gained  public  notice  had  it  not  been  for 
exhibitions.  What  manufacturers  and  agents  require 
is  a  trade  show  either  in  Coventry  or  in  London  run 
by  the  trade  on  business  lines.  If  held  in  London 
and  well  advertised  a  good  gate  should  result;  this 
would  allow  stands  to  be  let  at  a  moderate  cost,  and 
we  should  then  hear  less  of  shows  being  a  failure 
from  an  exhibitor's  point  of  view,  and  the  less  the 
expense  entailed  on  the  manufacturer  in  this  direc- 
tion, the   cheaper  he   can  sell   to   the  agent. 

I  cannot  agree  with  those  writers  who  say  that 
February  is  the  proper  time  for  a  show.  If  it  is  to 
be  a  show  for  agents  and  builders  from  parts,  it 
should  certainly  not  be  held  later  than  the  middle  of 
December. 

Whittaker  Salaamed. 

When  Stillman  G.  Whittaker  entered  the 
Garden  early  Monday  morning  someone  ex- 
ploded some  firecrackers.  Taking  that  as  a 
compliment,  Mr.  Whittaker  doffed  his  hat. 


1900. 
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BRECKENRIDQE 

Fulfills   every   desire   vou   may 
have  for  a  hiqh-grade  Gas  Lamp. 


FOR   1900^ 

^B^S 

HANDSOMER, 

STRONGER, 

SIMPLER 

/^8ftJliiBnS 

THAN  EVER  BEFORE. 

^HU|jlB||||B||^ 

• 

IT   BEARS    DISSECTION: 

FOR   J90a 


BRIGHTER, 

LIGHTER, 

BETTER 

THAN  EVER  BEFORE. 


Each  part  has  a  purpose  and  is  thoroughly  made.      No  useless  pipes, 

tubes  or  appendages  of  any  kind. 
Every   lamp    is   thoroughly   inspected   and    tested   before   leaving   the 

iactory. 

THE  CARBIDE  CLEANER   IS  A  SPLENDID 
DEVICE— YOU  OUGHT  TO  KNOW  ABOUT  IT. 

THE  LAMP  THAT  GIVES  PERFECT  SATISFACTION. 

ILLUSTRATED  CATALOGUE   FREE. 

MADE    BY 

THE  E.  P.  BREGKENRID6E  CO.,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Kindly  mentioa  The  Wkcel. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SHOW— Continued. 
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Expenses  Light— Sell  Accordingly. 

A  most  attractive  exhibit,  which  is  not  in 
the  show  proper,  but  can  be  seen  at  the  Ash- 
land House,  suite  124,  is  shown  by  the  Em- 
pire State  Cycle  Co.,  Addison,  N.  Y.  Mr. 
W.  H.  Ives,  vice-president  and  general  man- 
ager, has  charge  of  the  exhibit,  and  a  lot  of 
agents  are  dropping  up  to  the  quarters  to  see 
the  leading  feature  of  the  exhibit,  which  is  a 
light  roadster,  listing  at  $30,  and  which  has 
all  the  earmarks  of  a  strictly  high  grade 
wheel.  This  wheel  has  all  the  up-to-date 
equipment,  and  is  of  the  best,  and  an  op- 
tion on  the  Morrow  coaster-brake  is  given. 
Mr.  Ives  told  a  Wheel  man  that  the  price 
asked  from  agents  for  this  wheel  set  a  good 
many  of  the  visiting  dealers  thinking,  and  af- 
ter learning  the  price  The  Wheel  man  asked 
how  it  was  possible  for  them  to  sell  such  a 
wheel  at  such  a  low  figure.  Mr.  Ives  ex- 
plained that  he  was  the  only  salaried  officer 
of  the  company  and  labor  was  very  much 
cheaper  in  Addison  than  in  larger  cities.  Mr. 
Ives  stated  that  3,000  of  their  5,000  output 
have  already  been  sold,  and  he  feels  quite 
sure  that  the  Show  will  come  pretty  near 
clearing  them  up.  If  it  does  not  he  will  just 
take  one  trip  through  the  East,  and  says  that 
he  has  no  doubt  that  he  will  be  able  to  sell 
the  entire  outfit  in  sixty  days.  Next  year 
the  company  propose  to  add  materially  to 
their  capacity,  and  the  Explorer  bicycles  are 
sure  to  become  favorites  with  the  trade. 


Seal  Lock  Co. 

An  ingenious  method  of  showing  lamps  was 
seen  at  the  stand  of  the  Seal  Lock  Co.  At- 
tached to  a  wheel  was  a  lamp-bracket  holding 
the  IDOO  O.  K.  lamp.  This  bracket  is  used 
by  the  firm  to  advertise  its  lamps  in  all  the 
parades  at  Chicago  and  elsewhere.  The  Seal 
Lock  Co.  exhibit  was  under  the  charge  of 
W.  C.  Anderson  and  "Joe"  Ryan,  who  were 
kept  busy  explaining  the  many  novel  features 
of  this  attractive  lamp.  The  1900  O.  K.  lamp 
is  simple  to  a  degree.  It  weighs  only  ISounces, 
complete  with  bracket.  It  is  3|  inches  wide, 
4J  inches  high,  4|  inches  long  and  all  parts 
on  which  there  is  a  strain  are  made  of  No.  23- 
gauge  brass.  It  has  a  double  convex-ground 
glass  lens  2i  inches  in  diameter,  which  can  be 
taken  out  or  put  back  in  an  instant.  The 
bracket  is  rigid,  strong  and  adjustable  to 
cither  liead-post  or  fork.  It  is  nickel-plated 
and  highly  polished.  There  is  nothing  in- 
tricate to  get  out  of  order  in  this  lamp,  and  it 
is  the  boast  of  the  firm  that  a  child  can  op- 
erate it  when  once  shown.  The  lamp  throws 
an  exceedingly  strong  and  steady  light.  The 
O.  K.  lamp  has  a  lava  tip,  fish-tail  burner. 

The  Seal  Lock  Co.  is  the  general  selling 
agent  for  the  celebrated  Star  acetylene  burn- 
ers for  bicycle  lamps.  These  have  been 
adopted  by  all  of  the  leading  lamp  manufac- 
turers for  their  1900  output,  and  arc  a  great 
improvement  over  the  average  burner.  They 
are  so  constructed  that  there  can  be  no  accu- 


niukition  of  carbon.  They  are  substantially 
made  and  cannot  become  broken  in  handling. 
The  feature  of  the  O.  K.  lamp  which  Messrs. 
Ryan  and  Anderson  particularly  pointed  out 
was  the  fact  that  there  is  nothing  complicated 
about  it;  nothing  to  get  out  of  order,  and  any 
part  of  the  lamp  can  be  duplicated  with  abso- 
lute certainty  of  its  fitting. 


Elgin  Automobile  Co. 

■••••"•. 

This  firm  was  late  in  getting  their  ma- 
chines at  the  Show,  but  are  now  showing  a 
couple  of  vehicles  which  seem  to  be  making 
the  "hit"  of  the  week  in  automobiles,  judging 
from  the  crowds  which  daily  congregate 
around  the  booth.  The  Elgin  Automobile 
Co.  are  making  a  special  feature  of  two  run- 
abouts— one  an  "electric"  and  one  a  "gaso- 
line." 

"The  Winner"  gasoline  runabout  is  guar- 
anteed to  be  absolutely  safe  and  can  be  oper- 
ated by  any  one.  Two  gallons  of  gasoline 
will  run  the  wagon  fifteen  hours  at  an  average 
speed  of  eight  miles  per  hour.  No  odor  and 
practically  noiseless.  Variable  speed  of  four 
to  fifteen  miles  an  hour.  Total  weight,  700 
pounds.  Price,  $675.  With  three-bow  top 
and  apron,  .$725.  When  desired  they  will 
send  an  expert  operator  with  the  wagon  to 
thoroughly  demonstrate  it,  for  his  expenses 
to  the  point  of  shipment  and  return. 

"The  Elgin"  electric  runabout  is  a  unique 
machine  in  many  respects.  It  has  a  battery 
of  their  own  make,  guaranteed  to  run  fifty 
miles  without  recharging.  The  weight  is  950 
pounds.  Among  other  strong  points  is  a 
steering  device  operated  from  the  centre  of 
hub,  making  an  absolute  plumb  centre,  and 
an  oscillated  axle  which  is  capable  of  passing 
over  an  obstacle  twelve  inches  in  height 
without  jarring  the  body  of  the  wagon  or 
aflfecting  the   steering  device   in  the  least. 


"  Kelly  "  Was  There. 

■•.«••••• 

The  show  would  not  have  been  complete 
without  "Kelly."  But  he  was  there,  though 
a  trifle  more  reserved  than  formerly.  "Kelly" 
is  the  sobriquet  of  Sam  Leonard,  of  the 
American  Saddle  Co.,  one  of  the  most  level- 
headed men  in  the  accessory  trade.  He  got 
his  Celtic  cognomen  from  the  fact  that  he 
once  played  a  game  of  baseball,  and  was  so 
successful  in  making  a  football  tackle  on  a 
grounder  his  friends  immediately  dubbed 
him  after  the  erstwhile  famous  $10,000  star 
player.  The  name  has  stuck  to  him  since, 
though  the  incident  of  its  bestowal  happened 
several  years  ago,  and,  strange  to  say,  there 
are  many  men  in  the  trade  who  do  not  know 
him  by  any  other  name. 

Leonard  was  at  one  time  the  City  Treas- 
urer of  Leadville,  Col.,  and  has  held  many 
other  prominent  positions.  The  best  indica- 
tion of  his  popularity  is  that  he  was  once  of- 
fered the  Mayoralty  of  Leadville  by  all  of  the 
contending  political  parties,  but  even  in  view 
of  such  a  testimonial  he  declined.     Two  years 


ago  he  was  president  of  the  Denver  Wheel 
Club,  the  largest  cycling  club  in  the  world. 
He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Brown 
Saddle  Co.,  and  many  a  day  and  night  has 
he  and  The  Wheel  man  figured  on  ideas  to 
convince  riders  that  a  hard  base  saddle  was 
the  right  thing.  Both  have  seen  the  Brown 
type  become  the  standard  of  the  business. 
Now  he  is  with  the  American  Saddle  Co.  If 
you  haven't  seen  "Kelly"  it  is  worth  while 
to  look  him  up.  He  has  features  like  Abe 
Lincoln  and  talks  like  Bill  Nye. 


Sidwell  Well  Received. 
.•■••-•• 

No  show  would  be  exactly  complete  if  it 
did  not  have  Record  pedals  and  Arthur  Sid- 
well to  back  them  up.  With  that  perennial 
smile,  characteristic  of  the  Boston  man,  Mr. 
Sidwell  declares  that  the  Record  Pedal  Mfg. 
Co.  have  made  a  record  in  sales,  even  at  this 
early  stage.  Record  Pedal  9  B,  he  declares, 
is  an  absolute  boon,  and  with  or  without  the 
coaster  the  luxury  of  riding  is  not  complete 
without  this  pedal  under  their  feet.  Mr.  Sid- 
well possesses  that  poetic  temperament  which 
has  made  Boston  famous,  and  it  is  a  pleasure 
to  talk  with  him.  Dealers  and  manufacturers 
are  friends  of  the  Record  pedals,  and  the  man- 
ager of  the  company  receives  a  warm  wel- 
come in  no  matter  what  part  of  the  country 
he  visits.  Record  pedal  9  B  should  be  seen 
to  be  appreciated,  together  with  the  complete 
line  the  company  manufactures.  Mr.  Sidwell 
is  at  home  in  the  Union  Cycle  Co.'s  stand, 
and  there  is  a  close  affinity  between  the  Union 
and  the  Record. 


New  Brake  and  Coaster. 

Mr.  A.  B.  Curtis,  of  The  Reed  &  Curtis 
Machine  Screw  Co.,  Worcester,  Mass.,  who 
is  one  of  the  pioneer  makers  of  parts,  pedals, 
oil  extractors,  etc.,  is  at  the  Show.  Mr.  Cur- 
tis has  the  same  cordial  greeting  for  his  old 
friends  of  the  trade,  as  well  as  for  new  ones. 
He  is  very  enthusiastic  over  the  Reed  &  Cur- 
tis brake  and  coaster,  the  first  order  taken 
for  which  was  for  1,000.  The  Reed  &  Curtis 
Company  have  for  years  been  large  manufac- 
turers of  pedals,  and  their  oil  extractor  is  in 
use  in  nearly  all  the  prominent  factories.  It 
would  be  well  for  manufacturers  and  agents 
to  send  for  particulars  about  the  new  Reed  & 
Curtis  brake  and  coaster. 


From  South  America. 

In  connection  with  the  Bridgeport  Search- 
light exhibit  at  the  Willis  Park  Row  Bicycle 
Co.  stand  was  Charles  F.  McGue,  who  was 
industriously  showing  up  the  good  points  of 
the  lamp.  Mr.  McGue  is  a  brother  of  the 
well-known  track  manager  and  trainer,  Pete 
McGue,  who  has  just  returned  from  South 
America.  Mr.  McGue  told  a  Wheel  man 
that  there  is  very  little,  if  anything,  in  cy- 
cling   sport    in    the    Spanish-American    coun- 
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This  1$  the  Title  Page  of  Our  1900  Catalogue 


GET  THE  REST  OF  IT, 


WOLFF-AMERICAN 
BICYCLES. 


AMERICAN  IN 
NAME,    QUALITY,    DETAIL     1  Q  O  O 

PROGRESSIVENESS. 


THE  PRODUCT  OF  4  ACRES 

OF  FACTORY. 

250,000  SQUARE  FEET  OF 

FLOOR  SPACE. 


PHILADELPHIA, 

BOSTON, 

WASHINGTON, 

DENVER, 

PORTLAND, 

SAN  FRANCISCO, 

MONTREAL, 

YOKOHOMA, 


REPRESENTATIVES  IN 

HAVANA, 

LONDON, 

PARIS, 

BERLIN, 

ST.  PETERSBURG, 

ROTTERDAM, 

VIENNA, 


GENOA, 
ZURICH, 
STOCKHOLM, 
CHRISTIANIA, 
BUENOS  AYRES, 
MELBOURNE, 
JOHANNESBURG, 
SHANGHAI. 


General  European  Distributing  Depot, 
29    NEUEBURG,    HAMBURG,    GERMANY. 

WESTERN  BRANCH:    119  DEARBORN  STREET,  CHICAGO. 

R.  H.WOLFF  &  CO., LTD, 

116TH,  117TH,  118TH  STS.  &  HARLEM  RIVER,  NEW  YORK  CITY,  U.  S.  A. 


SEND  FOR  SAMPLE  SALAMANDER  TUBE. 

Our  proposition  to  reliable  agents  is  a  good  one.  Look  for  our  Salamander  booth 
at  the  Cycle  Show,  Spaces  74  and  75,  or  write  if  you  cannot  call.  We  answer  letters 
promptly.  

R.  H.  WOLFF  &  CO.,  Ltd., 


Foot  of  East    nSth  St.,  NEW  YORK  CITY. 


\\9  Dearborn   St.,  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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tries  and  that  there  is  little  money  there  for  a 
racing  man.  He  said  the  percentage  of  for- 
eign population  of  the  Spanish  type  is  so 
great  that  all  they  care  about  is  bull-fighting. 


LATE  NOTES. 


Looking  Backward. 

.•••••■•• 
It  was  unfortunate  that  the  trade,  as  a 
whole,  was  not  represented  at  the  Cycle 
Show.  The  fact  that  the  American  Bicycle 
Co.  cut  so  large  a  figure  there,  coupled  with 
the  absence  of  scores  of  well-known  firms, 
robbed  the  Show  of  an  all-round  character.' 
The  tide  of  enthusiasm  did  not  flow  so  high 
nor  was  the  general  jingle  and  flotsam  and 
jetsam  of  the  Show  as  intense  as  it  would 
have  been  had  the  show  included  Dick  and 
Harry  as  well  as  Tom.  We  do  not  know  if 
favoritism  was  practiced  in  the  allotment  of 
spaces.  At  any  rate  it  would  be  good  policy 
in  planning  future  exhibits,  to  so  allot  all  the 
spaces  that  there  will  be  no  exclusion,  no  fa- 
voritism. It  is  distinctly  to  be  regretted  that 
so  many  live  and  important  firms  are  not  on 
view  at  the  Garden. 

New  Duplex  Acetylene  Lamps. 

Nearly  all  the  jobbers  who  had  exhibits  at 
the  Show  gave  especial  prominence  to  the 
line  of  gas  and  oil  lamps  manufactured  by 
Matthews  &  Willet.  The  new  duplex  acety- 
lene lamp  attracted  more  than  ordinary  at- 
tention, owing  to  its  many  novel  features. 
Mr.  A.  K.  Miller,  the  sales  manager,  has  been 
in  attendance  all  the  week  and  many  substan- 
tial orders  -were  the  result  of  his  work. 


The  A.  B.  C.  Fittings  Department  was  in 
charge  of  Messrs.  Marble  and  Thayer. 

Charles  S.  Dikeman,  formerly  president  of 
the  National  Board  of  Trade,  is  at  the  Wal- 
dorf-Astoria, looking  after  Eagle  interests. 

Mr.  Schneider  was  kept  busy  at  the  stand 
of  the  Nester  Coaster  &  Brake  Co.,  explain- 
ing the  interesting  details  of  the  company's 
device. 

Mr.  D.  J.  Post  was  in  charge  of  the  hand- 
some Veeder  exhibit.  As  he  is  so  widely 
known  among  wheelmen,  he  was  busy  ex- 
changing greetings  all  week. 

The  Manson  Cycle  Co.,  Chicago,  111.,  en- 
gaged quarters  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel, 
but  up  to  the  time  of  going  to  press  the  ex- 
hibit had  not  arrived,  being  delayed  in 
transit. 

President  F.  I.  Johnson,  of  the  Iver  John- 
son Arms  &  Cycle  Works,  made  his  head- 
quarters at  the  company's  offices,  corner 
Church  and  Chambers  street,  but  was  at  the 
show  a  large  part  of  the  time. 

A  cycle  show,  an  L.  A.  W.  Assembly,  or 
any  other  kind  of  cycling  attraction  without 
W.  Montague  Perrett  in  sight  would  be  a 
most  unhappy  affair.  Genial  and  clever  as 
ever,  he  was  enjoying  himself  exhibiting  the 
Fredrick  handle-bar.  Difficult  matters  are 
easy  to  one  of  his  imperturbable  disposition. 
Easy  matters  are  entertainment.     He  says  he 


is  getting  nothing  but  enjoyment  out  of  the 
Show,  "as  it  is  so  easy  to  show  a  good  thing." 

Twentieth  Century  lamps  and  "Governor" 
Castle  are  inseparable.  Instinctively  one 
looks  for  the  silk  hat,  broad  shoulders  and 
smiling  countenance  of  the  "Governor"  when- 
ever a  Twentieth  Century  sign  is  seen,  and 
disappointment  is  seldom  in  store.  Whether 
as  a  missionary  on  the  box  of  the  company's 
coach  or  at  a  cycle  show  or  in  talking  to  a 
prospective  customer,  the  "Governor"  has 
the  same  convincing  manner  of  approach.  He 
is  one  of  the  few  invaluable  men  in  the  busi- 
ness and  the  Twentieth  Century  company  evi- 
dently appreciates  the  fact. 


National  at  Bartiioldi. 

The  National  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Bay  City, 
Mich.,  is  holding  forth  in  suite  53  at  the  Bar- 
tholdi  Hotel.  Mr.  John  H.  Johnson,  of  Buf- 
falo, N.  Y.,  one  of  the  company's  best  travel- 
ing salesmen,  is  in  charge  and  has  many  vis- 
itors who  want  to  see  the  wheels  "that  their 
riders  never  desert,"  to  quote  the  company. 


Boston  Cycle  Co. 

The  Boston  Cycle  Co.  are  in  evidence  at 
Stand  163,  Manager  J.  M.  Linscott  doing  the 
honors.  Here  also  is  to  be  found  George 
Bodenach,  representing  the  Fulton  Machine 
Works.  The  Boston  Cycle  Co.  are  now  do- 
ing a  big  jobbing  trade.  Recently  they  pur- 
chased the  stock  of  the  Newton  Rubber 
Works  and  are  interesting  the  trade  in  a  spe- 
cial tire  proposition. 
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BIG    FAKE! 


When  you  see  a  wheel  advertised  for  $10.50  complete,   you 
tomers  have  no  use  for  it. 


don't  want  it.     Your  cus- 


AN  EYE-OPENER. 

We  built  the  Waldorf  bicycle  for  the  Eclipse  Bicycle  Co.  last  season.  It  was  a 
good  one. 

BUT  we  have  a  pair  of  wheels  this  year  to  sell  direct  that  are  50  per  cent 
better.  And  the  Price?  Well!  You  had  better  write  us.  It  will  surprise  you,  and  if 
our  traveling  man  can't  see  you  SOON  enough,  we  will  send  samples  on  approval  if 
desired. 

Empire  State  Cycle  Co.,  Addison,  N.  Y. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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I  COLD-DRAWN  BRAZED  TUBING  I 


^ 
^ 
^ 


FOR  BICYCLES  AND    ,    . 
MECHANICAL  PURPOSES. 


I      Handle=Bar  and   Frame  Tubes,      | 

Forks  and   Stays.  I 


r 
^ 
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COLUMBIA  MFG.  CO.,  Niles,  Ohio. 


^—  Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  -^ 
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TEN  YEARS'  EXPERIENCE 


is   what   makes         Light"     bicycles  illume    the 
pathway   of   up-to-date  cycle  construction. 

Our    1900    line    is   most  complete,  listing  from 

;^30.oo  to  ;!>75.oo. 

We   have   everything   that   is   new    and    true. 
We    challenge     the     mechanical-constructional 
world   to   produce   a  bicycle   equal   to 

Our  20-lb.  20th  Century  "Light"  Special  Racer. 

Our   chainless   bicycle   is   A  No.  i. 

Our  coaster  brake  is  no  experiment.  It  has 
been   tried  for  two   years. 

Our  Mr.  Fretz  is  at  the  Ashland  House  during 
the  show,  with  a  full  line  of  our  goods. 

Write   us   before   placing  your   order. 

LIGHT    CYCLE    CO., 

Pottstown,  Pa. 

Cable  Address  :   Ligbt,  Pottstown  (Ivieber's  Code  used). 


307    LARKIN 


Pacific    Coast 
STREET, 


AGENCIES  : 

C.  J.  Stebbins, 
103  Readc  St.,  New  York. 

r.  L.  Donlevy  &  Co., 
833  Arch  Street,   Phila. 


Branch : 

SAN    FRANCISCO,    CAL. 

EXPORT : 

Strong  &  Trowbridge  Co., 
New  York,  London, 
Capetown,  S.  A. ; 
Sydney,   Australia. 
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Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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THE  UNION  TRIO. 


(? 


Red  Head, 
White  Head.  | 
Racer. 


^-Qy^iy® 


The  Latter  a  Beauty. 


If  you  are  not  a  UNION  Agent,  write  us. 


UNION  CYCLE  MFC.  CO., 

Highlandville,  Mass. 

Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 
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LIGHT"  BICYCLES 


have  always  illumed  the  pathway  of  construction. 

Agents,  we  want  you  to  get  particulars  about  our  line.     It  is  the  most  complete 

of  all  our  past  ten  years'  efforts. 


OUR  1900  "LIGHT 

are  ready  sellers  and  money-makers  for  you. 


ff 


Our  Chainless  Gear  Bicycles 

(built  to  order)  have  the  Sager  or  Spinroller  gears. 


OUR  LINE  LIST  from  $30,00   to  $75.00, 

so  you  can't  miss  a  sale. 


OUR  COASTER  BRAKE 

is  absolutely  the  finest  yet  produced. 

Anybody  who  knows  of  us — and  pretty  nearly  everybody  does — will  tell 
you  that  shoddy  material  and  construction  are  not  on  speaking  terms  with  the 
LIGHT  CYCLE  CO.,  Pottstown,  Pa. 

Our  catalogue  will  interest  you  even  if  you  do  not  want  to  buy  just  now. 
Send  for  one  and  our  terms.     We  respectfully  ask  you  to  do  this. 


The  Light  Cycle  Company, 

POTTSTOWN,  PA. 


Cable  Address : 

LIGHT,  POTTSTOWN. 

{J^eiber's  Code  Used.) 


AGENCIES: 

C.  J.  STEBBINS,  103  Reade  St.,  New  York. 

Philadelphia, 

F.  L.  DONLEVY  &  CO.,  833  Arch  St. 


Pacific  Coast  Branch: 

307  LARKIN  STREET, 
SAN  FRANCISCO. 

EXPORT: 
STRONG  &  TROWBRIDGE  CO., 

New  York,  London, 
Capetown,  S.  A.;  Sydney,  Australia. 


Kindiv  lupiition  The  Wlioel. 
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As    original    manufacturers    of    pneumatic    tires    in    the    United   States  we   pfidc   ourselves  on   our    product.       ^ 

I 

I 

is  the  result  of  all  that  is  best  in  construction,  material  and  workmanship ;  is  ^ 


THE  CONQUEROR  SINGLE-TIBE  TIRE 


♦ 
♦ 


LIXIRIOUS,    SPEEDY,    DURABLE.  | 

Strongest  where  most  tires  are  weak,  on  the  tread  and  rim  edges   (reinforced  with  rubber).  X 

♦  We   take  a  pardonable   pride  ^,<-^^    ^~~~^        ~~~      "~"~--^  ♦ 

J  in  recognizing  the  fact  that  our      twr"'^  %        ^^      i  \ 


^  Inner  Tubes  ate  regarded  by  the      \^^ -^ — -"  ^-"^^/^  ♦ 

♦  trade  as  incomparably  the  best  in  "'" 
^  the  market. 

♦  FOR    CATALOGUE     AND    PRICE-LIST    ADDRESS, 


I 

I 

IVIECHANICAL  FABRIC  CO.,      -     -     Providence.  R.  I.   I 

^  Original     Manufacturers    of    Pneumatic    Tires    in    the     United     States.  ^ 

^  Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  X 
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The  Thistle  (19  lb.  Road  Wheel),  $60.       Algonquin,     »    $30. 
Thistle  Roadster,       $50.       Bellingham,  -   $2  5. 

Special,       -       $20. 
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BOSTON    CYCLE    CO., 

J.  M.  LINSCOTT,  Mgr.  BOSTON,    MASS. 
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Another  Clincher  Chapter* 


Mr.  F.  A.  Wilmot  was  in  town  on  Friday- 
last.  When  Mr.  Wilmot  is  in  New  York  he 
is  a  very  busy  man,  and  contributes  a  big  rev- 
enue to  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Co., 
the  telephone  companies  and  all  other  cor- 
porations which  devote  themselves  to  the  an- 
nihilation of  time  and  distance.  One  moment 
he  is  in  the  branch  office  of  the  Wilmot  & 
Hobbs  Mfg.  Co.,  in  the  Postal  Telegraph 
building;  in  another  he  is  talking  to  some  bi- 
cycle manufacturer  a  couple  of  hundred  miles 
away  from  Gotham.  Mr.  Wilmot,  by  the 
v^ay,  is  a  big  man,  and  has  the  physique  to 
back  up  big  mental  activity.  The  impression 
he  gives  one  is  that  of  a  worker,  a  man  who 
can  throw  a  lot  of  work  over  his  shoulder  as 
easily  as  the  better  of  two  wrestlers  can  put 
the  inferior  man's  shoulders  to  the  floor. 

"Well,  Mr.  Wilmot,"  said  a  Wheel  man, 
"how  is  the  brass-lined  campaign  coming 
on?" 

Wc  Only  Say,  "Test  It." 

"Every  day  there  are  new  converts  to  the 
use  of  this  tubing.  All  we  ask  a  maker  to 
do  is  to  give  it  a  satisfactory  test.  After  that 
it  means  a  positive  order,  and  the  first  order 
is  invariably  followed  by  others.  The  busi- 
ness might  best  be  represented  by  the  school- 
boy's snowball,  which,  starting  ever  so  small, 
soon  became  as  big  as  the  schoolhouse  itself. 

"There  are  few,  if  any,  cycle  manufacturers 
in  the  United  States  or  Canada  who  have  not 
made  up  more  or  less  bicycles  of  Clincher 
tubing.  Some  of  them  use  it  to  the  exclusion 
of  all  other  tubing.  Our  company  is  in  daily 
receipt  of  orders  for  brass-lined  safety,  anti- 
rust.  Clincher  tubing  from  some  makers  who, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  season,  had  decided 
to  go  through  1900  with  nothing  but  the  old 
style  seamless-tubing  frames.  These,  how- 
ever, found  such  a  constant  inquiry  for  brass- 
lined  tubing  that  they  found  it  absolutely 
necessary  to  use  our  product.  The  only  al- 
ternative was  a  loss  of  trade.  This  increas- 
ing demand,  which,  by  the  way,  starts  from 
the  bottom  up,  coming  from  the  rider  to  the 
agent,  and  from  the  agent  onward,  compelled 
them  to  make  frames  of  brass-lined,  anti- 
rust,   safety.   Clincher  tubing. 

Active  Missionary   Work. 

"While  our  product,  of  course,  is  meritor- 
ious, and  is  making  rapid  headway  in  all 
classes  of  the  trade,  we  keep  in  mind  the  fact 
that  the  trade  has  heard  nothing  but  seamless 
tubing  for  a  great  many  years  past.  This  is  a 
familiar  term  with  both  the  rider  and  the  agent, 
as  well  as  the  manufacturer;  so,  of  course, 
they  rather  looked  askant  at  the  introduction 
of  the  Clincher  tubing.  Once  they  tested  it, 
once  they  gave  it  a  fair  investigation,  the  rest 
was  not  difficult.  Another  thing  that  helped 
it  along  was  the  many  world's  records  for 
speed  which  are  now  held  by  well- 
known  bicycles  made  of  the  brass-lined,  anti- 
rust,  safety,  Clincher  tubing." 

The  most  important  factor  in  the  selling  of 
bicycles  is  the  novelty  point,  the  new  feature, 
•the  talking-point.  If  the  dealer  could  not 
point  out  innovations  and  improvements  in 
bicycles  from  year  to  year  not  nearly  so  many 
new  machines  would  be  sold.  That  is  logical. 
For  instance,  when  the  safety  bicycle  was  in- 
troduced the  old  ordinary  was  thrown  on  the 
junk   heap,   and   everybody    wanted   the    new. 


improved  bicycle,  and  so  it  was  with  the  pneu- 
matic tire.  That  air  tire  startled  the  world 
of  cycling  and  made  millions  of  new  riders. 

For  the  season  of  1900  it  is  known  that 
many  new  wheels  will  be  sold,  because  of  the 
free-wheel  device.  The  Wilmot  &  Hobbs 
Mfg.  Co.  claim  this  same  selling  virtue  for 
their  brass-lined,  safety,  anti-rust.  Clincher 
tubing  when  introduced  into  the  construction 
of  a  bicycle.  There  are  thousands  of  riders, 
owners  of  '97,  '98  and  '99  mounts,  who  could 
not  be  induced  to  buy  a  1900  model  unless  a 
radical  improvement  is  shown.  The  brass- 
lined,  safety,  anti-rust,  Clincher  tubing  is 
such  an  improvement.  When  the  rustiness  of 
the  old  model  is  pointed  out  (and,  mind  you, 
a  rusty  outside  means  a  rusty,  weak  inside), 
its  shoddy  appearance  and  the  liability  to  acci- 
dent, the  agent  can,  by  exploiting  the  positive 
merit  of  brass-lined,  anti-rust,  safety,  Clincher 
tubing,  make  a  new  customer,  a  new  sale,  and 
he  will  be  satisfied  at  that. 

Supply  Seamless  Tubing  Also. 

The  Wilmot  &  Hobbs  Mfg.  Co.  apparently 
do  not  believe  in  a  half-hearted  policy,  so 
they  have  made  arrangements  to  supply  the 
trade  with  brass-lined,  seamless  tubing  as 
well  as  with  the  brass-lined.  Clincher  tubing, 
and  they  have  thus  placed  themselves  in  an 
impregnable  position.  The  result  of  Mr.  Wil- 
mot's  trip  abroad  was  the  importation  of  as 
large  a  stock  of  seamless  tube  as  might  be 
necessary  to  fill  any  demand  they  may  have. 
In  addition  to  this,  they  are  now  erecting  a 
seamless  tube  plant,  and  will  be  thoroughly 
prepared  to  supply  the  trade  with  their  own 
stock  of  brass-lined,  seamless  tubing,  partic- 
ularly for  handle-bars  and  for  work  which  re- 
quires the  softer  and  more  ductile  tubing, 
v/hich  lends  itself  easily  to  the  various  shapes 
required. 

The  Wilmot  &  Hobbs  Company  have  good 
reason  to  believe  that  the  entire  trade  is  thor- 
oughly well  pleaised  with  the  manner  in  which 
they  will  take  oare  of  the  interests  of  cycle 
manufacturers  as  far  as  tube  supply  is  con- 
cerned. This  supply  will  be  unlimited, 
whether  it  be  for  Clincher  or  for  seamless 
tubes,  as  they  already  have  a  capacity  for  pro- 
ducing about  3,000  sets  per  day  of  complete 
parts  for  a  bicycle,  consisting  of  front  forks, 
rear  forks,  stays  and  tubes  for  the  diamond 
and  loop  portions  of  bicycles.  At  the  pres- 
ent time  they  do  not  intend,  however,  to 
make  any  fittings,  unless  their  or  their  cus- 
tomers' relations  with  fittings  manufacturers 
compel  it. 

Speaking  of     foreign  trade,      Mr.    Wilmot 

said  that  they  were  already  sending  big  ex- 

portations  abroad,  and  were  doing  business 

with  the  cycle  trade  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

The  Western  Branch. 

The  Wilmot  &  Hobbs  Mfg.  Co.  is  being 
represented  in  the  West  by  Fred  W.  Colson 
&  Co.,  of  315  Dearborn  street,  Chicago.  Mr. 
Colson  has  personally  visited  all  the  western 
makers,  and  has  been  equally  successful  with 
the  parent  house  in  introducing  and  extend- 
ing the  demand  for  brass-lined,  safety,  anti- 
rust,  Clincher  tubing.  The  Fred  W.  Colson 
Co.  handle  only  a  few  of  the  best  lines.  They 
consider  the  brass-lined.  Clincher  tubing  a 
strong  leader,  and  they  report  a  constantly 
increasing  demand   for  it. 
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QlALinCATIONS  Of  4  SALESMAN. 


American    Bicycle    Company    Sales    Managers    Dis- 
cuss Them  and  Kindred 
Topics. 

The  idea  of  getting  together  representa- 
tives from  all  parts  of  the  country  who  are 
in  touch  with  cycling  and  its  interests  was 
originated  by  Mr.  Theodore  F.  Merseles, 
third  vice-president  and  general  manager  of 
the  sales  department  of  the  American  Bicycle 
Co.  He  felt  that  for  the  best  interests  of  all 
concerned  it  was  necessary  that  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  various  sales  departments 
comprising  the  company  should  meet  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  matter  which  came  un- 
der their  especial  jurisdiction. 

Those  present  at  the  called  meeting  were: 
A.  L.  Pope  and  C.  E.  Walker,  of  the  Pope 
Sales  Department;  E.  J.  Day  and  G.  V.  Tut- 
hill,  of  the  Western  Wheel  Sales  Department; 
H.  A.  Lozier,  Jr.,  C.  S.  Lozier  and  L.  H.  Bill, 
of  the  Lozier  Sales  Department;  O.  C.  Hutch- 
inson, of  the  Monarch  Sales  Department;  A. 
H.  Bryant,  of  the  Featherstone  Sales  Depart- 
ment; Charles  Van  Home,  of  the  Gormully 
&  Jeft'ery  Sales  Department;  W.  A.  Morrison, 
of  the  Ames  &  Frost  Sales  Department,  and 
A.  B.  Barkman,  of  the  Spalding  Sales  Depart- 
ment. 

Among  the  papers  read  were  the  following: 

Albert  L.  Pope,  sales  manager  of  Pope 
Sales  Department:  A  salesman  should  al- 
ways have  a  neat  personal  appearance,  and, 
of  course,  be  well  versed  in  his  subject  as  well 
as  on  general  topics.  He  should  be  able  to 
look  into  the  standing,  and  should  have  an 
address  that  would  enable  him  to  secure  the 
required  information  from  the  local  banks 
or  proper  parties,  relative  to  the  prospective 
agent's  financial  standing.  A  salesman  should 
always  make  his  customers  his  friends  from 
the  first,  if  possible,  and  should  leave  them  in 
such  a  frame  of  mind  that  they  will  be  glad 
to  see  him  the  next  time  he  calls.  One  very 
important  matter  for  every  salesman  to  bear 
in  mind  is  to  talk  the  goods  he  has  to  sell, 
and  let  the  competing  lines  take  care  of  them- 
selves. He  should  use  every  endeavor  to  sell 
his  own  goods  by  straightforward  means,  and 
not  by  condemning  his  neighbor  or  -his  com- 
petitor. 

O.  C.  Hutchinson,  sales  manager  Monarch 
Siles  Department:  The  surest  and  best 
method  of  handling  travelers  to  advantage  is 
to  win  their  confidence  and  respect,  and  the 
quickest  way  to  do  this  is  to  in  turn  repose 
confidence  in  them.  The  successful  traveling 
man  of  to-day  is  not  a  mere  machine,  but 
must  be  diplomatic,  tactful  and  possessed  of 
good  judgment.  The  salesman  must  have 
.  full  knowledge  of  the  merchandise  he  is  offer- 
ing and  the  methods  of  his  employer,  and 
must  feel  a  personal  interest  in  his  work. 
They  write  each  salesman  weekly,  reviewing 
the  work  he  has  done  and  comparing  his 
work  with  that  done  in  the  same  territory 
in  previous  years.  If  a  larger  amount  of  bus- 
iness is  secured,  or  more  desirable  agencies 
established,  we  tell  the  salesman  so,  and  com- 
pliment him  on  his  success.  If  the  reverse  is 
the  case  we  are  just  as  frank,  but  endeavor 
to  ascertain  fully  the  conditions  under  which 
he  has  been  working. 

H.  E.  Maslin,  sales  manager  Stearns  Sales 
Department:  Possibly  no  single  feature  of 
the  bicycle  business  has  been  more  vexing  to 


the  agent  and  to  the  manufacturer  than  the 
just  and  proper  construction  of  the  terms  of 
the  guarantee.  The  reduction  of  the  length 
of  time  for  which  the  bicycle  was  guaranteed, 
first  from  twelve  to  six  months,  and  later  to 
sixty  days,  was  coincident  with  the  advances 
in  methods  of  manufacturing,  so  that  we 
now  seemed  to  have  arrived  at  a  period  which 
is  eminently  fair  both  to  the  rider,  the  dealer 
and  the  maker.  A  fault  in  workmanship  or 
an  imperfection  in  material  is  almost  sure  to 
make  itself  known  within  the  time  covered  by 
the  present  guarantee.  Broadly  speaking, 
the  reputation  of  the  maker  is  the  best  guar- 
antee his  goods  can  have.  In  the  treatment 
of  cases  arising  under  the  guarantee  I  believe 
in  a  wise  liberality.  I  do  not,  however,  wish 
to  be  understood  as  advocating  the  "open 
door"  policy;  far  from  it.  We  are  all  possi- 
bly more  or  less  familiar  with  the  pair  of 
forks  bent  backwards,  which  we  are  assured 
happened  while  riding  along  a  smooth  pave- 
ment; with  the  frame  bent  without  the  rider's 
knowledge;  with  the  tire  which  crept  along 
on  the  rim  until  it  was  nearly  able  to  walk; 
all  of  which  is  convincing  that  some  unscru- 
pulous riders  are  apt  to  take  advantage  of  any 
form  of  guarantee  which  may  be  adopted. 


end  of  the  business,  and  they  will  undoubted- 
ly score  a  decided  success  with  the  new  line 
mentioned. 


Cleveland  Hub  Co.  Product. 

The  advance  circular  of  the  Cleveland  Plub 
Co.,  of  Cleveland,  just  out,  illustrates  and  de- 
scribes a  line  of  hubs  which  is  well  known  to 
nearly  every  manufacturer  in  this  country 
and  many  parts  of  Europe.  The  line  consists 
of  the  B.  &  O.  Special,  the  Standard  and  the 
Stripped  hub.  All  three  of  these  hubs  are 
turned  from  the  solid  bar.  The  cones  are 
turned  from  tool  steel,  hardened  and  ground, 
while  the  cups  are  from  the  solid  bar,  hard- 
ened and  then  pressed  into  the  hub  shells 
and  afterward  ground.  The  Special  is  used 
on  many  of  the  highest  grade  wheels,  and 
has  acquired  a  reputation  which  is  second  to 
none.  The  Standard  is  largely  used  by  high- 
grade  manufacturers,  and  differs  only  from 
the  Special  in  finish.  The  Stripped  hub  is 
new  this  year,  and  is  brought  out  in  answer 
to  a  demand  for  a  first-class  article  at  a  low 
price.  It  is  made  from  the  same  material  as 
the  Standard,  but  the  oiler,  oil  tube  and  felt 
washers  are  left  out  and  the  cones  are  not 
plated  on  the  heads. 


Pierce  in  Cleveland. 

The  George  N.  Pierce  Co.,  which  has  never 
before  had  representation  in  Cleveland,  has 
just  secured  a  strong  foothold  in  that  city  by 
closing  the  agency  for  their  line  with  the  La- 
mont  Cycle  Co.,  1169  Pearl  street.  The  La- 
ment Company  are  one  of  the  best  retail  con- 
cerns in  the  Forest  City,  having  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  sold  wheels  of  their  own  produc- 
tion. In  view  of  the  increased  cost  of  mate- 
rial they  have  wisely  decided  to  handle  other 
goods  and  practically  drop  the  manufacturing 


llearsey  Sundry  Catalogue. 

Receipt  is  acknowledged  of  the  1900  sun- 
dry catalogue  issued  by  the  H.  T.  Hearsey 
Vehicle  Co.,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.  It  in- 
cludes the  Morrow  coaster  brake,  Indiana  bi- 
cycles, Persons  saddles.  Solar  lamps  and  many 
other    things. 

From  Bloomfield,  N.  J.,  comes  the  fantas- 
tic tale  of  a  cyclist  who  saved  his  life  by 
jumping  over  his  handle-bars  into  the  door 
of  a  freight  car  as  he  was  about  to  run  into 
a  passing  freight  train. 


A  Bicycle  Bundle  Trundle. 


The  Bicycle  Bundle  Trundle  Co.,  of  122 
Euclid  avenue,  Cleveland,  have  placed  on 
the  market  a  package  carrier  which  for  ca- 
pacity cannot  be  beaten.  As  shown  in  the 
accompanying  illustration,  the  trundle,  as  it 
is  called,  is  secured  over  the  rear  wheel  of 
the  bicycle,  by  clamps  secured  to  two  hub- 
steps  and   to   the   rear  braces.     The    walls   of 


the  trundle  are  made  of  sheet  steel,  strongly 
seamed  together,  and  it  is  sufficiently  strong 
to  stand  hard  usage.  It  is  easily  attached  and, 
being  in  the  rear  of  the  rider,  does  not  inter- 
fere with  the  management  of  the  wheel  even 
when  heavily  loaded.  There  is  a  door  on  the 
top  provided  with  a  spring  lock,  which  can 
be  used  simply  as  a  catch  if  desired,  so  that 
the  carrier  is  not  only  waterproof,  but  abso- 
lutely secure.  In  order  to  make  the  machine 
stand  alone  when  not  in  use,  thus  doing  away 


with  the  possibility  of  scratching  or  marring 
it  by  leaning  against  a  building,  there  is  an 
attachment  under  the  carrier  which  can  be 
tripped  with  the  toe.  When  not  in  use  the 
attachment  is  up  out  of  sight. 

The  usefulness  of  this  carrier  can  readily 
be  appreciated.  It  will  hold  a  large  number 
of  boxes,  if  carefully  packed,  and  the 
limit  of  weight  practically  de- 
pends upon  the  will  of  the  rider. 
A  Cleveland  store  made  a  test  of  one 
of  these  carriers  a  few  days  ago  and 
a  small  boy  delivered  forty-four  pack- 
ages in  various  parts  of  the  city  in 
a  single  morning.  Perhaps  the 
strongest  feature  in  its  favor  is  that 
it  can  be  attached  to  any  ordinary 
wheel  in  a  very  few  seconds,  and  it 
is  not  necessary  to  have  a  special 
machine  tied  up  for  this  work  alone. 
The  price  of  the  device  is  very- 
reasonable,  and,  when  it  is  consid- 
ered that  it  has  many  advantages 
over  the  three-wheel  carriers,  which  are  still 
sold  at  a  high  price,  its  i)racticability  can  be 
appreciated  for  the  delivery  of  small  packages 
for  large  stores.  The  company  are  prepared 
to  furnish  it  in  any  color  to  match  the  color 
of  the  machine,  and  it  will  be  decorated  with 
an  advertisement,  if  desired.  A  large  illus- 
tration of  the  device  will  be  found  in  the 
company's  advertisement  on  another  page  of 
this  issue.  It  will  give  a  better  idea  of  the 
bundle  trundle. 
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I  National    Bicycles    are 

I  built  for  the  riders.    Our  fun-  '*"•■••■•... 

I  damental  idea  is  to  make  bicycles  which 

i  will  givQ  long,  continuous,  satisfactory  ser-  --......^ 

^  vice  without  constant  call  on  dealer  or  repairman. 

I  They  are  time  savers.     Time  is  money.     Bicycles  which 

g  require  frequent  adjustments  or  repairs  are  time  losers,  both 

®  to  dealer  and  rider. 

I         National  Bicycles  are  a  Success  from  any  Point  of  View. 

I  Do  you  want  that  kind  at  $40,  $50,  $60  and  $65  list  prices? 

o«  Kindly 

0  mention 

o»  The  Wheel. 
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NATIONAL  CYCLE  MFG.  CO.,  Bay  City,  Mich. 
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iRBAD/NG  STANDARD 


CYCLE  SHOW  SPACES 

229=230 

Reading   Standard  Bicycles. 

LOOK  us  OVER. 

READING  STANDARD  MFG.  CO.,  Reading:,  Pa. 

Q,  A.  BOYER,  Mgr.  of  Sales. 
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McDonald  Bros.,  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  The  James  Bailey  Co.,  Portland,  Me., 

Distributing  Agents  for  the  Northwest.  Distributing  Agents  for  Maine. 
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LIGHT  ON  STAMPING  HISTORY. 


Something  of  the  Evolution  in  Steel  Stampings  and 
-  a  Few  Words  Regarding  the  Pioneers 
in  the  Business. 

Editor  of  The  Wheel: — In  the  interest  of 
fair  play  and  giving  credit  to  whom  credit  is 
due,  the  writer  would  like  to  offer  a  few  re- 
marks on  sheet  steel  stampings  and  connec- 
tions. In  reply  to  your  article  on  Mr.  W.  H. 
Crosby  and  the  important  and  instructive 
part  he  has  played  in  relation  to  steel  stamp- 
ings of  the  sheet  steel,  order  and  connections: 

I  do  not  desire  to  detract  one  iota  from 
Mr.  Crosby's  rightful  credit,  but  if  you  will 
remember  I  sent  to  The  Wheel  last  winter 
some  data  in  regard  to  the  introduction  of 
sheet  steel  stampings  and  frame  connections, 
and  the  important  part  this  new  construction 
has  played  in  bicycle  making  of  recent  years. 

My  principal  reason  was  to  give  credit  to 
the  pioneers  in  the  business  and  that  the  me- 
chanical historian  of  the  bicycle  and  its  con- 
struction to  the  present  day  could  intelligent- 
ly record  the  wonderful  and  almost  marvel- 
ous rapidity  of  improvement,  especially  the 
part  that  sheet  metal  stampings  and  connec- 
tions has  played,  in  the  making  of  the  won- 
derful machine  of  to-day.  It  is  doubtful  if 
there  has  been  such  a  complete  revolution  in 
construction  in  the  entire  mechanical  field. 

I  want  to  give  you  a  few  points  picked  up 
from  various  sources  in  regard  to  the  intro- 
duction and  successful  use  of  sheet  metal  in 
bicycle  building.  It  would  seem  that  the 
credit  of  the  first  introduction  of  sheet  metal 
stamping  belongs  either  to  England  or 
France — possibly  the  former — and  it  might 
be  remarked  here  that  none  of  the  users  of 
such  material  during  its  first  introduction 
care  to  have  the  fact  known,  simply  because 
such  construction  was  looked  upon  as  shoddy 
and  the  buying  public  pinned  their  faith  upon 
drop-forgings,    tool-steel,    etc. 

It  would  have  been  considered  almost  a 
crime  five  years  ago  to  use  connections  of 
stampings,  let  alone  cones  and  cups,  still  that 
is  what  is  being  done  to-day,  and  the  bearing 
cone,  patented  and  made  by  H.  A.  Matthews 
Mfg.  Co.,  Seymour,  Conn.,  is  one  of  the  won- 
ders  evolved  by  the   mechanical   mind. 

Speaking  of  the  H.  A.  Matthews  Mfg.  Co. 
reminds  me  that  while  riding  on  a  western 
train  last  winter,  I  met  H.  H.  Bancroft,  who 
traveled  years  ago  for  the  Worcester  Ferrule 
Co.,  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  and  he  spoke  in- 
telligently on  the  subject  of  stampings,  for 
as  far  as  it  is  known  he  took  the  first  order 
ever  given  for  them  from  the  Western  Whefl 
Works.  And  the  first  man  to  introduce 
stampings  in  this  country  was  the  late  Otto 
Schoenger,  who,  while  traveling  abroad  in 
1893,  in  the  interest  of  the  Western  Wheel 
Works,  picked  up  some  sheet  steel  stampings, 
which,  however,  were  made  of  hot  metal,  and 
it  is  America  which  first  made  cold  sheet 
steel  stampings.  Mr.  Bancroft  got  the  sam- 
ples from  Mr.  Schoenger  and  took  them  to 
Worcester,  where  R.  G.  Cornforth,  then  su- 
perintendent of  the  Worcester  Ferrule  Co., 
duplicated  fhem  from  cold  sheet  steel. 

These  stampings  were  of  the  most  crude 
type,  and  since  then  Mr.  Cornforth,  who  has 
been  with  the  H.  A.  Matthews  Mfg.  Co.  for 
years,  has  designed  many  fine  things  in  con- 
nections, cups,  etc.,  among  them  being  bear- 
ing-cases, crowns,  head  sets,  etc.     There  are 


others  who  deserve  credit   for   important  im- 
provements, and  Mr.   Crosby  especially  so. 

Among  the  stampings  originated  by  the 
Matthews  Company  are  the  following:  Head 
sets,  adjustable  cones,  square-cornered  cups, 
special-shaped  connections,  one-piece  fork 
ends,  hanger  and  wheel  set  cones. 

In  speaking  of  the  stampings  made  in 
Buffalo,  Mr.  Crosby  told  the  writer  that  the 
first  stamping  he  ever  saw  was  brought  to 
him  by  Charles  Lavendar,  of  T.  Fane  &  Co., 
of  Toronto.  Mr.  Lavendar  had  made  the 
stamping  by  hand  and  wanted  to  know  if  the 
Niagara  Machine  Co.,  with  which  Mr.  Cros- 
by was  connected,  would  make  him  some  of 
them,  but  doubt  was  expressed  if  it  could  be 
done,  but  afterwards  the  company  did  make 
some  for  Mr.  Lavendar  and  also  for  the 
Eclipse  people. 

It  is  not  considered  any  disgrace  now  to 
use  stampings  of  sheet  steel  and  connections, 
for  they  have  been  tried  and  not  found  want- 
ing, and  even  the  Pope  Mfg.  Co.  pay  the  Sey- 
mour people  a  royalty  for  a  part  used  in 
their  bicycle.  The  Matthews  Company  were 
the  first  to  make  head  sets,  and  a  lot  of  good 
things  have  been  done  in  that  little  wooden 
factory  among  the  trees  by  the  side  of  the 
river  at  Seymour.  It  would  be  very  inter- 
esting to  have  more  facts  in  regard  to  this 
important  part  of  the  industry  known,  and 
if  I  am  wrong  in  anything  here  stated  I  am 
open  for  correction,  and  my  chief  wish  is  to 
have  the  entire  facts  known  and  credit  given 
where  deserved. 

W.  J.   M. 


SAILS  THROLGH  THE  MAIL. 


The  Rapid  Pump. 

The  Long  Toggle  Pump  Co.,  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  la.,  are  the  sole  agents  for  the  Rapid 
pump,  shown  in  the  illustration.  Leg  in- 
stead of  hand  power  is  used;  the  power  ap- 
plied increases  as  the  air  is  compressed.  It 
is  very  effective  and  can  be  operated  by  any- 
one.    It  can  be  folded  flat,  fastened  and  hung 


against  the  wall.  The  cross-bar  under  the 
base  holds  the  pump  firmly  in  position.  The 
pump  embraces  the  well-known  toggle-joint 
principle;  an  oil-tempered  spring  at  the  pedal 
end  lifts  pedal  and  pump  in  position  for  use. 
It  is  thirty-two  inches  long,  three  inches  wide 
and  weighs  three  and  a  half  pounds. 


Spring  Tempering  After  Brazing. 

A  bicycle  frame  is  no  stronger  than  its 
weakest  joint.  The  process  of  drawing  steel 
tubing  gives  to  the  fibres  a  certain  degree  of 
spring  temper.  The  process  of  brazing  an- 
neals those  parts  which  fire  touches,  leaving 
the  frame  in  a  condition  of  least  resistance 
at  the  joints.  One  manufacturer  claims  to 
have  a  secret  process  of  spring  tempering 
frames  which  restores  them  after  brazing  to 
their  original  uniformity  of  strength. 

A  woman  asks  a  man's  advice  about  her 
cycle  costume  about  the  same  way  she  asks  a 
dog  if  he  likes  to  have  his  head  patted. 


Chicago  Mall  Order  Houses  Sold  More  than  a  Hun- 
dred and  Fifty  Thousand  Bicycles 
Last  Year. 

Chicago,  Jan.  19.— A  great  many  per- 
sons in  the  cycle  trade,  especially  those  out- 
side of  Chicago,  will  be  surprised  to  learn 
how  many  bicycles  are  sold  annually  at  retail 
by  the  mail  order  houses  of  this  city. 

One  firm  alone  sold  over  45,000  wheels  di- 
rect to  riders  during  the  past  season. 

These  wheels  were  all  sold  for  cash;  each 
sale  was  the  direct  result  of  advertising  (prin- 
cipally through  periodicals),  and  the  bulk  of 
them  went  to  the  smaller  towns  throughout 
the  middle  and  western  States,  though  every 
State  in  the  Union  was  represented  and  quite 
a  large  number  went  to  foreign  countries. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  wheels  di- 
rect to  riders  would  be  a  very  conservative 
estimate  of  the  number  sold  during  the  past 
year  by  the  half-dozen  or  more  firms  who 
handle  the  bulk  of  the  bicycle  mail  order 
business  here. 

These  were  Sears,  Roebuck  &  Co.,  Mead 
Cycle  Co.,  Mead  &  Prentiss,  Montgomery, 
Ward  &  Co.,  Louis  Vehon,  Brown,  Lewis 
Cycle  Co.,  and  several  others. 

Chicago  has  always  been  the  best  mail  or- 
der town  in  the  country,  and  that  business 
has  developed  wonderfully  in  the  past  few 
years. 

All  of  the  above  firms  have  built  up  the 
business  they  are  now  doing  within  the  past 
four  or  five  years,  and  all  the  indications  are 
for  a  rapid  and  steady  increase. 

Most  of  the  wheels  sold  in  this  way  are 
medium  and  low  grade,  made  on  contract  by 
local  manufacturers  and  bearing  the  name- 
plates  of  the  mail  order  houses.  They  are 
sold  at  prices  ranging  from  $16.60  to  $35, 
though  the  bulk  of  them  bring  about  $20. 

Thousands  of  prospective  purchasers  living 
in  or  near  the  small  towns  and  hamlets, 
where  no  local  agent  or  dealer  is  located,  are 
reached  annually  through  periodical  and  cir- 
cular advertising,  and  order  wheels  through 
the  mail. 

Interviews  with  the  heads  of  several  of 
these  firms  brought  out  the  fact  that  they  are 
making  larger  preparations  for  this  season 
than  ever  before,  and  the  indications  for  very 
large  sales  are  good. 

Nearly  all  of  the  advertising  contracts  have 
been  made,  and  some  of  the  orders  for  wheels 
have  been  placed,  but  most  of  the  business 
will  be  placed  within  the  next  thirty  days. 

Most  of  the  wheels  come  from  the  manu- 
facturer "stripped,"  or  minus  tires,  saddles, 
pedals  and  tool-bags,  and  this  equipment  is 
bought  afterwards  and  the  machines  com- 
pleted just   before  shipping. 

Since  the  close  of  last  season  J.  L.  Mead, 
of  Mead  &  Prentiss,  also  of  Mead  Cycle  Co., 
has  bought  out  the  Prentiss  interest  and  the 
two  firms  have  been  consolidated.  As  both 
of  these  firms  did  a  large  business  last  year, 
this  will  make  the  Mead  Cycle  Co.  one  of  the 
largest  bicycle  mail  order  houses  in  Chicago, 
and  their  total  sales  for  the  1900  season  will 
probably  reach  the  mark  of  45,000  set  by 
Sears,  Roebuck  &  Co.  last  year. 

Despise  not  the  lowly;  a  lamp  on  your 
wheel  will  do  you  more  good  than  a  star  in 
the  sky. 


1900. 
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SAY  ESTATE  WAS  MISMANAGED. 

-  Claim  Made  that  Estate  of  E.  B.  Preston  lias  Depre- 
»^      ,(|^  dated  $100,000  in  Value. 

4  Cliicago,  Jan.  20. — Creditors  of  the  estate 
of  the  late  Everett  Bruce  Preston,  who  died 
in  18II5,  opposed  and  objected  to  the  final 
account  and  report  of  J.  L.  Peterman  and 
A.  R.  Edwards,  the  executors.  This  account 
was  filed  in  August  last.  It  is  asserted  that 
the  estate  has  been  mismanaged,  and  that 
the  executors  continued  the  business  with- 
out warrant  of  law  or  order  of  court,  and 
have  expended  much  money  and  carried  on 
the  business  at  a  loss  to  the  estate  61  $100,- 
000.  Mr.  Preston  was  a  manufacturer  of  bi- 
cycles, lamps  and  rubber  goods  of  various 
kinds.  When  his  will  was  ofifered  for  pro- 
bate the  estate  was  valued  at  $200,000.  But 
the  inventory  afterward  showed  it  was  worth 
$228,000.  The  testator  left  a  widow  and  a 
minor  daughter,  for  whose  benefit  he  directed 
his  estate  should  be  administered.  It  is 
charged,  among  other  things,  that  the  execu- 
tors extended  credit  to  purchasers  illegally 
to  the  extent  of  $9,839.  The  court  is  asked 
to  reinstate  the  estate  and  compel  the  execu- 
tors to  make  good  this  latter  sum. 

The  Neverout  Lamp. 

The  illustration  shows  the  Neverout  lamp, 
made  by  the  Rose  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Philadelphia, 
Pa.  This  lamp  has  been  on  the  market  for 
several  years,  and  is  well  known   to   a   large 


portion  of  the  trade.  It  has  a  patented  ifisu- 
lated  kerosene  reservoir,  which  renders  it 
free  from  grease,  yet  it  burns  kerosene  and 
is  absolutely  non-explosive.  It  has  a  glass- 
•covered  reflector  of  German  silver;  never 
loses  its  original  brilliancy  and  throws  a 
powerful  shaft  of  light.  It  is  made  for  bicy- 
cles and  carriages. 

Corkaline  Handle  Suit. 

Hartford,  Conn.,  Jan.  20. — The  suit  of 
Charles  Root  against  A.  H.  -Warner  came  up 
in  court,  on  motion  of  the  plaintifl's  counsel 
to  have  the  defendant  produce  books  in  court. 
The  plaintifif  discovered  a  process  for  making 
corkaline  handles  for  bicycles  and  the  de- 
fendant engaged  to  manufacture  them  for 
him.  He  was  to  receive  a  royalty  on  all  that 
were  manufactured.  A  question  arises  whether 
under  the  contract  the  plaintifif  was  to  be 
paid  at  the  time  of  the  manufacture  or  when 


the  handles  were  sold.  The  plaintifif  claims 
that  he  has  no  way  of  knowing  the  amount 
that  was  manufactured  and  he  asks  that  the 
defendant  be  made  to  produce  his  books  in 
court  so  that  he  may  know  the  amount  that 
was  maiuifacturcd  and  he  may  make  up  a  bill 
of  particulars.  The  defendant  claims  to  have 
no  books.  Judge  Case  took  the  matter  un- 
der  consideration. 

Good  Suggestion  for  Dealers. 

N.  H.  Benjamin  &  Co.,  hardware  dealers 
of  the  little  town  of  Phoenixville,  Pa — which 
is  distinctly  a  manufacturing  place — have  be- 
come known  in  the  bicycle  trade  there,  being 
manufacturers  and  sellers  of  the  Phoenix  bi- 
cycle luggage  carrier,  a  compact,  neat  little 
article  of  the  handle-bar  variety,  which  re- 
tails at  the  modest  price  of  twenty-five  cents 
per  pair,  or  forty  cents,  if  thirty-six-inch 
straps  are  required.  A  large  number  of  these 
carriers  have  been  sold,  and  they  come  in  a 
compact  little  cardboard  box,  the  weight  of 
which  is  a  little  over  two  ounces. 

Mr.  Benjamin,  in  speaking  to  a  Wheel 
man  recently,  stated  that  he  thought  bicycle 
sundries   are  not   given   enough   show  by  the 


average  dealer,  and  that  they  are  generally 
packed  away  on  a  shelf,  whereas,  if  they 
were  put  in  position  on  the  bicycle  and  tick- 
eted, there  would  be  a  much  greater  demand 
and  sale.  Recently  Mr.  Benjamin  got  out  a 
card,  with  a  little  piece  of  leather  strap  at- 
tached thereto,  and  the  reading  on  the  card 
stated  that  "We  sell  the  Phoenix  Bicycle 
Luggage  Carrier.  Ask  to  see  it;  25  cents  per 
pair."  Since  that  advertising  card,  which  was 
provided  with  a  little  string  to  tie  it  to  a 
fixture,  has  been  out,  the  increase  of  sales 
of  the  Phoenix  luggage  carrier  has  been  sev- 
eral fold. 

The  strap  of  the  Phoenix  is  made  of  very 
strong,  finely  finished  russet  leather,  the 
buckles  being  nickel-plated.  A  spring  holds 
the  strap  rigid  to  the  handle-bar,  at  any  point 
that  may  be  desired,  and  can  be  adjusted  or 
taken  ofT  in  an  instant.  The  illustration  shows 
the  carrier  when  in  position  on  the  bar. 


Ames  &  Frost  Catalogue. 

The  catalogue  of  the  Ames  &  Frost  Sales 
Department.  Chicago,  111.,  is  a  handy  little 
booklet,  explaining  all  about  Imperial  wheels 
for  1900.  In  illustration  and  text  matter  it 
is  up  to  the  standard  of  its  predecessors,  and 
will  be  invaluable  to  Imperial  agents  and  pro- 
spective   purchasers. 


Pierce's  Fine  Catalogue. 

One  of  the  finest  catalogues  that  has  ap- 
peared this  season  is  the  one  just  issued  by 
the  George  N.  Pierce  Company,  of  BufTalo, 
makers  of  the  "Tried  and  True"  wheels.  The 
covers  are  in  gold  and  terra  cotta,  the  text 
matter  in   tasteful  black  and   white.     The   il- 


lustrations are  handsomely  bordered  half- 
tones, showing  completed  models  and  sec- 
tional parts.  So  much  for  the  printing.  The 
text  gives  clearly  written  details  of  each 
model,  with  specifications,  prices  and  options, 
and  one  of  the  strongest  features  is  a  techni- 
cal mechanical  explanation  of  the  parts.  The 
catalogue   could   scarcely  be   improved. 


New  Factory  in  f  rle. 

Erie,  Pa.,  Jan.  20. — Jacob  Roth,  the  pop- 
ular and  enterprising  bicycle  dealer,  is  pro- 
prietor of  the  new  Roth  Cycle  Works,  re- 
cently established  at  the  old  Quaker  ware- 
rooms  at  1018  State  street.  This  new  in- 
dustry gives  employment  to  ten  experienced 
bicycle  builders  and  the  factory,  which  is 
very  complete,  occupies  5,000  feet  of  floor 
space.  The  product  of  Mr.  Roth's  factory 
is  the  new  "Pennsylvania"  bicycle. 


Wherett  Will  Represent  Snow. 

L.  T.  Snow,  of  New  Haven,  Conn.,  has  ap- 
pointed as  New  York  agent  for  Ashworth 
toe-clips,  Mr.  Wherett,  who  will  carry  a 
stock  at  35  Warren  street. 


Rome  Automatic  Bicycle  Pump. 

The  Rome  Mfg.  Co.,  Rome,  N.  Y.,  are 
making  the  Rome  automobile  bicycle  pump, 
shown  herewith.  The  cylinder  is  nickel- 
plated  brass  and  can  be  connected  directly 
to  the  tire  valve  stem  without  the  use  of  in- 
termediate rubber  hose.     The  spring  between 


't. 


tlic  outer  and  inner  tube  forms  an  adjustment 
between  the  end  of  pump  and  valve  stem  for 
any  condition  of  tire  or  stem,  giving  a  di- 
rect connection  from  pump  to  tire.  The  pres- 
sure on  the  valve  stem  is  relieved  as  the  tire 
fills  by  the  spring  adjustment,  and  the  slight 
angle  at  which  the  pump  is  attached  to  the 
stirrup  permits  the  hand  to  clear  the  wheel 
in  pumping.  The  pump  proper  passes 
through  a  short  piece  of  tubing  slightly  larger 
than  the  pump  barrel,. and  to  this  piece  of 
tubing  the  stirrup  is  attached. 


Catalogue  of  Elks  and  Dixies. 

The  advance  catalogue  of  the  Arcade  File 
Works,  Anderson.  Ind.,  showing  the  Elk  and 
Dixie  line  of  bicycles,  is  out,  and  will  be  sent 
upon   application. 


Salesman  Arraigned  as  a  Tramp. 

Bufl'alo,  Jan.  20.— Edward  Burrell,  a  former 
traveling  salesman  for  a  big  bicycle  firm  in 
Chicago,  was  arraigned  on  a  charge  of  being 
a  tramp. 
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Brass-Lined  Clincher  Tubing  Holds  World's  Speed  Records, 
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AGENTS  KNOW  THAT  "BRASS-LINED"  MEANS  BIGGER  SALES. 
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HUDSON, 

LENAWEE 

"""  NOXALL. 

1  3  of  the  finest  models  the  sun  ever  shone 
on.      They  are  all   bright,  attractive  and 
easy  sellers. 
Absolutely  the  best  on  earth  for  the  money. 


The  mechanical  construction  of  our  new  frames  in  the  celebrated 

LENAWEE  AND  NOXALL 

has  caught  the  eye  of  thousands. 

A  COMBINATION  3-KROWN  AND  4-LllG  BICYCLE. 

The  Bean=Chamberlin  Mfg.  Co., 

HUDSON,   MICH. 
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ALL  MAKERS  OF  BICYCLES  WILL  BE  BRASS-LINING  SHORTLY. 

See  Pages  19  and  45. 

Get  Samples  of  this  Tubing.    Tall(  It  and  Make  More  Sales  and  More  Profit. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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RAMBLERS  $40,  NOT  $35. 


Error  In  Adver^iisement  in  a  Recent  Issue  Is  Correct- 
ed to  Avoid  Misunderstandings  as 
to  1900  Prices. 

The  following  letter  from  the  GormuUy  & 
JefTery  Sales  Department  of  the  A.  B.  C.  is 
self-explanatory: 

You  will  notice  that  in  the  Rambler  ad., 
in  your  issue  of  January  11,  the  price  of 
model  32  Rambler  is  given  as  $35.  This  is 
an  error  which  we  very  much  regret,  be- 
cause we  know  from  experience  that  it  will 
bring  us  lots  of  correspondence  from  our 
agents  and  others.  We  realize  the  fact  that 
the  error  is  not  yours.  The  same  mistake 
was  made  in  the  other  trade  papers. 

We  will  ask  as  a  matter  of  accommoda- 
tion, however,  that  you  make  some  promi- 
nent mention  of  this  error,  and  you  can  state 
that  it  was  not  your  mistake.  The  price  of 
the  Rambler  (except,  of  course,  for  the  30- 
inch  machine)  is  $40,  and  there  is  no  cheaper 
Rambler  of  1900  pattern  than  $40.  We  might 
add  further  that  we  consider  no  bicycle  on 
the  market  to-day,  at  whatever  price,  as  be- 
ing a  better  machine  than  the  Rambler.  It 
is  unfortunate  that  this  error  was  made,  for 
the  reason  that  the  Rambler  price  is  some- 
what lower  than  the  price  of  other  high- 
grade  wheels,  and  we  do  not  wish  to  have 
people  believe  that,  under  the  new  general 
management,  the  wheel  has  been  cheapened 
in  any  respect.  It  has  not.  The  1900  wheel 
is  the  best  we  have  ever  built. 


Lyndiiurst  Advance  Catalogue. 

The  advance  catalogue  of  McKee  &  Har- 
rington, New  York  City,  makers  of  the 
Lyndhurst,  contains  this  announcement: 
Recognizing  the  demand  for  a  lower-priced 
wheel,  we  have  added  to  our  line  two  models 
to  sell  at  $25  and  .$40,  respectively.  They  will 
be  good  value  and  worth  all  we  ask  for  them, 
but  they  will  in  no  way  interfere  with  the  bet- 
ter grades  which  we  have  always  manufac- 
tured. We  think  that  our  agents  and  their 
customers  will  approve  of  our  models.  Re- 
member that  they  are  "Lyndhurst"  quality 
with  "Lyndhurst"  guarantee.  The  catalogue 
shows  all  the  new  models  and  parts,  including 
the  famous  triple  fork. 


A  Marvelous  Exhibition. 

Aladison  Square  Garden  will  house  the  sixth 
annual  Sportsmen's  show,  March  1-17.  This 
show  will  not  represent  cycling,  but  it  will 
represent  sport,  and  any  dealer  or  other  per- 
son interested  in  sport,  its  paraphernalia  and 
romance,  should  attend  this  show,  if  he  can. 
It  was  really  a  marv'elous  show  last  year.  This 
year  it  will  be  even  more  so. 

The  game  park  will  occupy  the  same  loca- 
tion as  in  1899,  but  will  be  laid  out  more  sym- 
metrically and  attractively,  and  contain  a 
greater  number  of  choice  specimens  of  big 
game  than  ever  before. 

Power  launches  and  sportsmen's  craft  of 
various  styles  and  designs  will  occupy  a  space 
75x10  feet. 

Near  by  will  be  an  ideal  canoeist's  camp 
similar  to  the  one  which  attracted  hundreds 
of  canoeists  to  the  annual  meet  of  the  Na- 
tional Canoeists'  Association  at  the  Thousand 
Islands,  seasons  of  1899  and  1898,  the  exhibit 
being  in  charge  of  a  competent  member  of 


that  Association,  some  rare  relics  of  past  meets 
and  fine  specimens  of  the  canoe  builders'  art 
being  promised. 

The  artificial  lake  will  be  surrounded  by  a 
rustic  hedge  18  inches  high,  and  as  the  floor 
of  the  Garden  will  be  removed,  leaving  the 
surface  one  of  leaf-covered  earth,  the  pool  will 
appear  as  in  the  woods.  In  this  lake  will  be 
conducted  the  aquatic  competitions,  swim- 
ming, water  polo,  etc.  A  hunter's  camp  will 
be  located  upon  the  hill  at  the  eastern  end 
of  the  lake,  the  drop  this  year  representing  a 
superb  glimpse  of  the  Yosemite  Valley.  On 
one  side  of  the  lake  will  be  the  .aquaria,  in 
charge  of  the  New  York  State  Fish  and  Game 
Commission.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the 
lake  will  be  exhibits  of  live  game  birds  and 
carnivorous  game  animals. 

The  leading  exhibitors  of  sportsmen's  sup- 
plies and  equipment  will  be  fully  represented. 


the  former's  consisting  of  drills,  milling  ma- 
chines, special  lathes,  gear-cutting  machines, 
etc.,  and  the  latter's  of  steel  balls  of  all  sizes 
and  screw-machine  products.  These  lines 
will  be  shipped  next  week  to  Markt  &  Co., 
London,  who  are  agents  for  the  Grants.  The 
Cleveland  Machine  Screw  Co.  will  exhibit 
their  screw  machines  and  horseless  carriages 
through  their  French  branch  house.  The 
White  Sewing  Machine  Co.  will  have  an  ex- 
hibit of  their  sewing  machines  and  probably 
bicycles.  H.  A.  Lozier  &  Co.'s  division  of 
the  A.  B.  C.  will  have  an  extensive  display; 
and  Bardons  &  Oliver,  manufacturers  of  hubs 
and  screw-machines,  will  exhibit  through 
their  foreign  agents.  Both  the  Cleveland 
Twist  Drill  Co.  and  the  Standard  Tool  Co., 
manufacturers  of  twist  drills  and  small  tools, 
will  have  exhibits. 


Preparing  for  Paris  Exposition. 

Several  Cleveland  concerns,  more  or  less 
identified  with  the  bicycle  industry,  are  at 
work  preparing  samples  of  their  complete 
lines  of  goods  to  be  exhibited  at  the  Paris 
Exposition  next  summer.  The  Grant  Ma- 
chine Tool  Works  and  the  Grant  Ball  Co. 
have   just   completed    samples    of   their    lines, 


A  Brake  Warning. 

A  little  pamphlet  issued  by  the  Canfield 
Brake  Co.,  of  Corning,  N.  Y.,  tells,  in  graphic 
pictures  the  usefulness  of  brakes.  Scenes 
are  depicted,  showing  cyclists  in  predica- 
ments which  would  be  overcome  if  their  ma- 
chines were  fitted  with  brakes,  thus  making 
the  pamphlet  more  effective.  The  Canfield 
coaster  brake,  and  all  parts,  is  also  shown  in 
detail. 


The  illustrations  show  the  new 
Gales,  Duane  and  Leader  bicycles,  made  by 
Schoverling,  Daly  &  Gales,  of  New  York 
City.     The  firm  announces  that  it  is  in  better 


Schoverling,  Daly  &  Gales  Line. 

line    of       steel    in    the   bearings,   properly   tempered    in 


The    Duane    is   a   stylish,    up-to-date  wheel, 
flush     joints,     one-piece     cranks,     expanding 


CALES.  t35  OO 


CA1.E8,  LADIES',  «3S.OO 


position  than  ever  before  to  supply  a  first- 
class  line  and  to  make  deliveries  on  short 
notice.  The  description  of  the  wheels  is  as 
follows: 


head  and  seat-post,  arched  crown,  guaranteed 
tire,  finely  finished  in  appearance,  and  equal 
to  most  so-called  high-grade  wheels.  Is  a 
good,  serviceable  wheel  and  will  undoubtedly 


DUANE.  S3S.0O  List 


The  Gales  is  a  full  flush-joint  machine, 
with  expanding  seat-post  and  handle-bars. 
They  are  made  on  the  latest  accepted  lines, 
the    ladies'    wheel    having   the    double    curved 


DUANE.   LADIES-,  tXf.SO  LW. 


appeal  to  the  greatest  number,  owing  to  its 
popular  price.  The  design  is  the  same  as  the 
Gales,  but  the  various  bearings,  etc.,  are  not 
so   finely   made. 


LEADER.  120.BO  List. 


top-bar.  The  firm  guarantees  the  Gales  to 
be  construcled  from  the  best  of  everything; 
the  best  tubing,  spokes,  rims,  chains.  Hart- 
ford  or    M.    &    W.    tires,   etc.    The   best   of 


LEADER,  LADIES',  faS.OO  List, 


The  Leader  has  up-to-date  shaped  frame, 
arched  fork  crown,  two-piece  crank.  A  wheel 
which  can   meet  cut-price  competition. 


1900. 
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:     THE    STANDARD    BAR    OF    THE    WORLD.     I 
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KELLY    ADJUSTABLE. 


Fits  Any  Bicycle. 
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Any  Rider.         | 


space  216,  Cycle  Show. 


Over   600,000    Riders   Say      Tis    No    Experiment" 

THE  KELLY  HANDLE-BAR  CO.,  Cleveland,  C,  U.  S.  A. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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WE  ARE  SELLING 

Record  Pedals 

AT  A  FAIR  PRICE. 


kSvo 
(s)( 


We  are  figuring  on  a  fair  profit  and  intend  to  give  you  a  fair  deaL 

When  you  are  offered  rank  and  offensive  imitations  for  less  money^ 
remember  that  such  things  ^^smell  to  Heaven;^^  that  the  man  or  men  poor 
enough  of  brain  to  be  obliged  to  live  by  the  brains  of  others,  is  a  man  for 
a  healthy  business  house  to  avoid* 

Record  Pedals  originated  with  us;  they  have  been  slavishly  imi- 
tated*    Surely  the  original  is  the  better  proposition* 

niBBARD,  SPENCER,  BARTLETT  &  CO.,  RECORD   PEDAL   MFG.    CO., 

Chicaso,  Ilii, 

ChlcaKO    DIstrlbutlne    Aeents.  221      COlUOlbUS     AVC.,    BOStOO,   I^dSS. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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SAGER  SADDLES. 

A    Popular    Line    Illustrated    Because    of    Interest 

to  the  Wholesale  and  Retail  Cycle 

Trade. 

As  il  lias  liccii  sdiiic  lime  since  llic  line  of 
Sagei"  saddles  has  been  illustraled,  and  as  it 
is  one  of  the  leading  makes  of  the  trade,  con- 
sequently of  interest,  it  is  shown  herewith: 


FLEXIBLE  BOTTOM. 

The  above  illustration  shows  a  typical  Flex- 
ible saddle  bottom.  Note  that  the  tempered 
steel  spring  is  stitched  into  the  leather,  thus 
forming  the  flexible  base,  which  is  the  feature 
of  these  saddles.  They  yield  and  give,  but 
do  not  sag  as  did  the  old  hammock  saddles, 
which  were  comfortable  but  for  that  defect. 


6    FLEXIBLE. 


They  have  added  two  new  styles  for  1900. 
They  are  Nos.  5  and  6.  These  saddles  resem- 
ble the  wood  base  styles,  Nos.  11  and  15,  of 
last  year,  which  proved  so  remarkably  popu- 
lar in  shape  and  appearance. 


Ko.  39. 


The  steel  base  saddles  for  1000  are  equal  in 
beauty  of  design,  finish  and  workmanship  to 
any  saddle  of  this  class  ever  made. 


Illustrated  arc  styles  No.  39  and  No.  41. 
When  so  ordered  style  No.  39  can  be  fur- 
nished with  the  half  coil,  or  No.  41  with  the 
truss. 


In  saddles  of  what  have  been  known  as  of 
the  racing  type  are  shown  new  designs,  which 


No.  3-J. 


add  both  to  the  beauty    and,  what  is  more  im- 
portant, to  the  riding  qualities.     The   factory 


No.   35. 

has  cut  away  the  sides,  giving  free  action  to 
the  legs,  and  yet  has  left  the  seating  surface 
intact. 


No.   16. 

The  base  is  spring  steel  and  gives  the  sad- 
dle    peculiarly    easy-riding     qualities.        For 


beauty  of  design  and  workmanship  these  sad- 
dles will  be  found  especially  notable. 


No.  4  FLEXIBLE. 

Flexible  saddles  are  all  designed  to  sustain 
pressure  where  it  is  natural  and  safe  and  not 
elsewhere.  They  are  anatomically  correct  in 
shape,  and  in  removing  the  jar  which  is  pres- 
ent in  other  saddles,  they  afford  perfect  ease. 

The  guarantee  on  these  saddles  is  to  replace 
any  broken  one,  without  charge,  and  pay 
all  express  charges  to  Rochester  and  return. 


On  other  saddles  the  guarantee  is  the  same 
as  given  by  other  saddle  makers.  The  pecul- 
iar strength  of  the  Flcxibles  enables  the  com- 
pany to  give  exceptional  latitude  on  this  type. 


No.  9. 

The  new  No.  9  saddle  is  exceptionally 
graceful  in  outline,  having  a  sweeping  dip 
from  pommel  to  cantle.  It  is  firmly  padded, 
giving  an  elastic,  but  not  a  soft  seat.  This 
saddle  is  well  adapted  to  the  use  of  riders  who 
lean  forward. 


No.  15. 

No.  15  is  the  broad,  heavily  hair-padded 
saddle  so  popular  last  year.  It  has  spiral 
springs,  and  when  fitted  with  loop  spring  is 
called  No.   14. 


No.  11. 

No.  11  is  similar  to  No.  15,  but  narrower, 
and  has  truss  spring.  When  fitted  with  spiral 
springs  this  saddle  is  No.   12a. 

A  Friction  Drive  Difficulty. 

A  somewhat  curious  discovery  was  recently 
made  by  a  man  who  proposed  to  use  a  fric- 
tion drive  for  a  variable  speed  countershaft. 
He  had  a  disc  on  one  shaft  arranged  with  a 
roll  in  contact  with  the  flat  surface  of  the 
disc,  and  although  he  took  all  possible  pains 
to  have  this  disc  as  true  on  the  face  as  he 
could  possibly  make  it,  it  seemed,  when  run- 
ning, to  be  out  of  true  and  produced  a  series 
of  rapid  vibrations  or  poundings  which  were 
unbearable.  He  resorted  to  every  means  he 
knew  of  to  make  the  face  of  the  disc  true — 
turned  and  returned  it  carefully  in  the  lathe, 
finally  grinding  it,  and  still  the  effect  of  un- 
truth persisted  in  its  working.  Finally,  he 
found  the  cause  to  be  in  the  fact  that  he  had 
stiffened  the  disc  with  a  number  of  radial 
ribs  at  the  back  side.  These  simply  made 
the  disc  stiffer  in  certain  portions  than  in 
others,  and  thus  produced  all  the  effects  of 
being  irregular  on  the  face.  He  made  a  new 
pattern  for  the  disc,  discarding  the  radial 
ribs  and  making  it  double  for  a  portion  of  its 
diameter,  allowing  the  reinforcing  portion 
to  join  tlic  disc  at  about  half  the  diameter 
of  the  latter,  when  the  trouble  entirely  dis- 
appeared, and  he  found  that  ordinary  good 
lathe  work  was  plenty  good  enough  to  make 
it  work  well. 


1900. 
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THE  YALE  LINE 


FOR  1900  IS  COMPLETE. 


COnPRISINQ  THE  FOLLOWING 
nODELS: 

RACER  (weight  19  lbs.  9  oz.),  LiSt  $60.00 

Cushion  frames,      -   "    60.00 

Chainless  (Sagcr  Ocar),  -    "     60.00 

Specials,  -    -    -    -   "    50.00 
Roadsters,    -    -    -   "    35.00 


ALL  UP=TO=DATE  FEATURES. 
NO  FREAKS. 


Our  Catalogue  Is  Ready. 


The  Kirk  Manufacturing  Co. 


TOLEDO,  OHIO. 


t 


We  Use  and 

Recommend 

BRASS-LINED, 

Anti-Rust 
Clincher 
Tubing. 


STRONG! 

FAST! 

SAFE! 


None  Other 
Used  When 
the  Rider 
Understands 


How  Safe 
Clincher  Tubing  IS. 


See  pages  19  and  45. 

Get  Samples  of  thisTubing, 

Talk  It  and  Make  More 

Sales  and  More 

Profit. 
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Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Automobilism. 


NEWS   ITEMS. 


♦.... 
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Senator  Carter  Makes  Predictions. 

Washington,  Jan.  20. — Senator  Carter,  of 
Montana,  remarked  to-day,  while  riding  on 
an  electric  car:  "Before  many  years  I  ex- 
pect to  see  most  of  the  street  cars  super- 
seded by  automobiles.  In  fact,  I  do  not  re- 
gard stock  in  street  railways — at  least  those 
of  Washington — as  a  good  investment.  The 
automobile,  among  other  things,  is  going  to 
revolutionize  the  business  of  street  passen- 
ger traiTic.  It  can  run  on  an  asphalt  road, 
making  less  noise,  causing  less  obstructions 
in  the  highway,  and  depositing  passengers 
more  conveniently  to  the  sidewalk.  It  is  not 
so  subject  to  delays,  and  not  tied  down  to 
any  defiinte  route. 

"I  was  surprised  while  in  London  and  Par- 
is to  see  the  extent  to  which  automobiles  had 
come  into  use.  In  London  particularly,  I  no- 
ticed how  they  were  using  gasoline  and  ker- 
osene trucks  for  carrying  heavy  loads.  They 
can  carry  twice  the  load  of  an  ordinary  dray, 
and  they  save  the  room  of  the  horse,  which, 
in  a  crowded  thoroughfare,  is  quite  an  item." 


IVIilwaul(ee  Factory  Started.^ 

Milwaukee,  Wis.,  Jan.  20. — The  Milwau- 
kee Automobile  Co.  has  begun  the  manufac- 
ture of  horseless  carriages,  and  after  March 
1  will  be  completing  automobiles  at  the  rate 
of  one  a  day.  The  time  between  now  and 
March  1  will  be  required  to  prepare  the  parts 
of  the  vehicles  which  will  be  placed  on  the 
market  by  the  new  Milwaukee  company,  but 
when  the  company  once  begins  the  delivery 
of  the  carriages  they  will  be  completed  on  a 
large  scale  in  lots  of  ten  instead  of  being 
finished  one  at  a  time. 

The  company  has  entirely  remodeled  the 
old  plant  of  the  Milwaukee  Engineering  Co. 
and  has  installed  a  large  amount  of  new  ma- 
chinery, both  of  standard  and  special  pat- 
terns. In  connection  with  the  machinery  is 
a  large  set  of  special  tools  which  are  made 
especially  for  the  manufacture  of  automobiles. 
The  plant  will  employ  about  200  men  when 
all  the  departments  have  been  started. 


Twenty-Five  Electric  Wagons  for  Boston. 

One  of  Boston's  large  mercantile  houses 
has  closed  a  contract  with  the  New  England 
Electric  Vehicle  Transportation  Co.  for  twen- 
ty-five electric  delivery  wagons,  to  be  opera- 
ted from  the  company's  stable  at  541  Tremont 
street.  The  wagons  will  be  in  operation  in 
a  month. 


Automobiles  in  Peterson. 

Paterson,  N.  J.,  Jan.  20. — Tlie  Union  Tran- 
sit Company,  which  was  incorporated  at  the 
County  Clerk's  office,  will  apply  to  the  Board 
of  Aldermen  for  a  franchise  for  the  use  of  cer- 
tain streets  in  this  city  in  which  to  run  stage 
lines.  The  new  company  will  use  automo- 
biles, and  will  enter  into  competition  with  the 
Consolidated  Traction  Company,  which  con- 
trols all  the  electric  railway  lines  in  this  sec- 
tion.    In    return    for    the    franchise    the    com- 


pany ofifers  2^  per  cent  of  the  gross  receipts 
for  the  first  five  years  and  5  per  cent  a  year 
thereafter,  payment  to  be  secured  oy  a  bond. 
The  capital  stock  of  the  company  is  $200,000, 
half  of  which  is  paid  in.  The  principal  cor- 
porators are  ex-State  Senator  Mallon,  ex- 
Assemblyman  Sturr,  Park  Commissioner 
Hall  and  George  H.  Longbottom,  all  of  this 
city,  and  George  White,  of  New  York. 


mobile  people  will  find  no  great  objection  to 
the  law. 

Alderman  Blake,  of  the  Fifth  Ward,  intro- 
duced the  ordinance  at  Monday  night's  coun- 
cil meeting.  It  was  sent  to  the  judiciary  com- 
mittee. It  provides  that  automobiles  of  every 
description  shall  be  equipped,  before  April 
1,  1900,  with  basket  fenders,  the  penalty  for 
failure  to  comply  with  the  law  being  fixed  at 
not  less  than  $2-5  and  not  more  than  $100  for 
each  ofifense. 


Automobile  by  Express. 

The  Loomis  Automobile  Co.,  of  Westfield, 
Mass.,  sent  their  automobile  to  the  New  York 
show  by  express.  This  is  the  lightest  vehi- 
cle yet  produced  to  carry  two  people,  weigh- 
ing but  315  pounds.  This  is  the  first  record 
ever  made  in  an  automobile  being  shipped  by 
express. 

Fenders  for  Automobiles. 

Chicago,  Jan.  20. — Makers,  sellers  and  op- 
erators of  automobiles  in  Chicago  are  of  the 
opinion  that  Alderman  Blake's  proposed  or- 
dinance compelling  the  use  of  fenders,  basket 
type,  on  all  automobiles,  is  a  good  one,  pro- 
viding it  be  amended  so  as  to  include  horses, 
pedestrians  weighing  more  than  180  pounds, 
and    Beamish's    goat.     If   this    is    done    auto- 


Croker  Pleased  with  Locomobile. 

Locomobiles  as  vehicles  for  the  rapid  travel 
of  fire  chiefs  have  come  to  stay,  as  far  as  New 
York  City  is  concerned.  Chief  Croker  has 
given  his  steam  machine  a  two  months'  trial, 
and  is  more  than  pleased  with  it. 

"I  think,  however,"  he  said  to-day,  "that 
it  should  be  a  little  heavier  for  the  work  it 
has  to  do.  As  a  steady  traveler  it  is  of  the 
greatest  value.  A  night  or  two  ago  I  went 
from  Great  Jones  street  to  Fifty-ninth  street 
and  reached  the  fire  before  some  of  the  com- 
panies due  on  the  second  alarm  and  located 
not  more  than  a  mile  away.  On  another  oc- 
casion the  machine  carried  me  from  Great 
Jones  street  to  One  Hundred  and  Seventy- 
fifth  street  in  forty  minutes.  And  on  that 
night  the  machine  traveled  thirty  miles.  What 
horse  could  stand  that?" 


Automobile  Patrol  Wagon. 

Akron,  O.,  Jan.  20.— Built  by  the  city  of 
Akron  and  said  to  be  the  first  manufactured, 
was  an  automobile  patrol  wagon  put  into  act- 
ual service  to-day.  It  is  much  like  ordinary 
patrol  wagons  in  appearance.  It  weighs 
5.500  pounds. 


The  Elgin 

One  of  the  largest  automobile  companies 
now  operating  in  the  West  is  the  Elgin  Auto- 
mobile Co.,  of  Elgin,  111.,  with  general  offices 
in  the  Baltimore  Building,  Chicago.  This 
company  has  been  in  existence  since  July, 
1899,  and  has  recently 
put  on  the  market  a 
gasoline  wagon  of 
unusual  merit. 

The  Wheel's  Chi- 
c  a  g  o  representative 
has  had  this  wagon 
at  his  disposal  and 
has  had  the  oppor- 
tunity to  thoroughly 
test  its  efficiency.  The 
vehicle  is  a  runabout 
weighing  700  pounds, 
is  equipped  with  a 
three  horse  -  power 
gasoline  engine,  and 
has  a  full  carrying 
capacity  of  over  one 
hundred  miles  run  at 
an  average  speed  of 
eight  to  ten  miles  per 
hour. 

As  a  hill-climber, 
tills  wagon  certainly 
has  no  superior  for  its 

weight.  The  company  guarantees  the  wagon 
to  climb  a  20-degree  incline.  An  illustration  of 
the  wagon  accompanies  this  article.  Deliver- 
ies can  be  made  in  ten  days.  They  are  also 
manufacturing  an  electric  runabout,  which  will 
be    readv     for    the    market    about     Feb.     15. 


Automobile. 

They  claim  that  this  will  excel  any  electric 
vehicle  now  on  the  market.  .  The  company  is 
especially  well  equipped  to  make  automobiles, 
having  a  very  large  plant  at  Elgin,  and,  after 
Feb.    1,   expect   to   turn   out   three   vehicles   a 


day.  Samples  of  both  the  electric  and  gaso- 
line wagons  are  exhibited  at  the  New  York 
Cycle  Show  and  the  booth  is  in  charge  of  A. 
L.  Kull  and  F.  W.  Spclz,  both  members  of 
the  company.  Favorable  comments  have 
been  the  order. 


1900. 
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BIG  CROWDS 

Greater  Enthusiasm. 
Increased  Public  Interest. 


What  does  all  this  mean  ? 
What  does  it  all  indicate? 
It  means  that  bicycling  is  more  popular  than 
ever  before. 

It  indicates  that  this  year  is  going  to  be  the 
record-breaking  year  of  the  bicycle  trade. 

More  people  were  at  the  Show. 

More  dealers  were  there. 

More  enthusiasm  was  displayed  by  every- 
body—public, dealers  and  newspapers— than 
was  ever  shown  at  any  Bicycle  Show  in  this 
or  any  other  city. 


EASTERN  OFFICE 


337  Broadway, 

NEW  YORK  CITY. 


AMERICAN   BICYCLE   COMPANY, 

Lozier  Sales  Department 


CLEVELAND,  OHIO, 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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''Nassau/' 
Our  $25.00 
Bicycle. 


This  will  be  a  $25.00  year,  and  the 
sooner  you  realize  it  the  more  money 
you  will  make.  The  agent  who  sells 
our  line  not  only  makes  a  good  mar- 
gin of  profit  but  makes  it  quickly.  If 
you  order  a  sample  and  don't  think  it 
the  best  value  you  ever  saw — if  you  are 
not  entirely  satisfied — send  it  back  at 
our  expense  and  get  your  money  back. 

Write  for  advance  catalogue  and  prices. 
Only  sent  to  dealers  where  we  have  no  agent. 


Stands  52  &  53,  Bicycle  Show. 


Good  Tires* 

We  have  an  enormous  stock  of  Tires, 
bought  before  the  advance,  and  are 
going  to  sell  them  on  a  basis  of  the 
price  we  paid  and  take  our  chances 
on  getting  more.  Now  is  your  oppor- 
tunity. 


Regiment 

Tires^  $2.70* 

We  guarantee  our  new  1900  Regi- 
ment Single-Tube  Tire  to  be  absolute- 
ly the  best  medium-priced  tire  made. 
It  is  guaranteed  for  60  days  and  can 
be  had  in  any  size  in  28-inch. 

Victor  Tire,  $3*75* 

First  grade  Victor  Tires,  warranted 
made  by  Overman  Wheel  Co.  in  Nov., 
'99,  with  name  on  and  perfect  in  every 


way.      Only    275, 
iit|3.75  per  pair. 


all  28  X  I >^,  to  sell 


Goodyear 

Tires,  $2.40. 

After  all  is  said  and  done  the  Good- 
year is  a  good,  cheap  tire,  and  the 
igoo  model  is  much  improved.  All 
sizes,  $2.40  per  pair. 


Rough  Riders,  69c. 

This  little  Gas  Lamp  won  its  share 
of  friends  in  1899,  and  was  considered 
good  value  at  J1.25  to  I1.50.  Now 
we  say  69c.  to  close  out  somewhat 
over  1,500. 


Net  Prices  on  Bicycle  Sundries  are 
interesting.     Mailed  free  co  dealers. 


TERMS:— Cash  with  order  and  $1.00  deposit 
if  goods  aie  sent  C.  O.  D. 


New  York  Sporting  Goods  60., 

61  NASSAU  STREET, 

Near  Maiden  Lane,     New  York,  U.  S.  A. 
Kindly  mcation  The  Wheel. 


Taylor  Will  Go  to  France. 

Worcester,  Jan.  2U. — "I  shall  go  to  Paris 
to  race  this  year."  Those  were  the  words  of 
llie  champion  bicyclist,  Major  Taylor.  He 
continued:  "I  have  made  iip  my  mind  defi- 
nitely, and  I  have  started  a  correspondence 
with  the  management  of  the  tracks  in  France. 
I  can't  see  that  I  would  gain  anything  by 
staying  in  this  country." 

The  cyclone  of  the  cycle  path,  as  he  is  fa- 
miliarly spoken  of  in  bicycle  circles,  realizes 
that  there  will  be  practically  no  professional 
racing  in  this  country  the  coming  season. 
The  crackajacks  have  planned  to  chase  af- 
ter the  big  prizes  which  will  be  hung  up  on 
French  tracks,  leaving  the  small  fry  to  fight 
out  races  on  this  side  of  the  water.  While 
the  crack  rider  could  win  everything  in  sight 
in  case  he  decided  to  remain  in  this  country, 
he  realizes  that  the  purses  will  be  small,  and 
a  season  of  excellent  success  would  b^-ing 
only   small   results. 


IMcDuffee  Fined  Three  Dollars. 

Edward  McDufifee,  the  professional  rider, 
was  fined  $3  in  the  West  Side  Court  by  Mag- 
istrate Cornell  last  week,  for  driving  a  loco- 
mobile at  a  reckless  speed.  The  type  of  ve- 
hicle McDufifee  was  using  is  capable  of  great 
speed.  Bicycle  Policeman  Richard  O'Con- 
nor spied  McDuffee  traveling  up  Broadway 
at  Fifty-seventh  street  at  a  high  rate  of  speed, 
and  called  upon  him  to  stop.  When  McDuf- 
fee realized  the  policeman  was  after  him  he 
laughed  and  made  his  machine  go  still  faster. 
O'Connor  says  the  locomobile  went  at  least 
twenty  miles  an  hour.  The  chase  was  up 
Broadway,  to  Fifty-ninth  street,  across  to 
Eighth  avenue,  up  Eighth  avenue  to  Sixty- 
fourth  street.  The  policeman  overtook  Mc- 
Dufifee on  Sixty-fourth  street,  between  Eighth 
avenue  and  the  Boulevard. 


Lowe  for  Chief  Consul. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Jan.  20. — It  has  been  de- 
cided that  the  special  election  of  officers  in 
the  Massachusetts  Division,  L.  A.  W.,  or- 
dered by  President  T.  J.  Keenan,  Jr.,  will  not 
be  held  till  after  the  National  Assembly  at 
Philadelphia  next  month.  The  nomination 
for  chief  consul  has  been  tendered  to  George 
E.  Lowe.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Richmond 
Island  Associates,  manager  of  the  White  Cy- 
cle Co.  and  a  very  popular  wheelman.  He 
will  not  be  opposed. 


Tom  Butler  Arrested. 

Worcester,  Mass.,  Jan.  20. — Thomas  A. 
Butler,  the  famous  professional  bicycle  rider, 
was  arrested  by  Sergeant  Thomas  McMiir- 
ray  and  Officer  Simeon  M.  Bellows  in  John 
T.  Burns's  house  at  22  Portland  street,  on  a 
warrant  charging  him  with  the  larceny  of  a 
diamond  ring  valued  at  $250  from  E.  Ruben, 
a  diamond  dealer  at  31  Green  street,  Boston. 
Butler  claims  tliat  he  is  innocent  of  the 
charge,  and  has  been  put  in  a  false  position  by 
a   woman. 


Death  of  T.  J.  Keenan,  Sr. 

Wheelmen  generally  will  regret  to  learn  of 
the  death  of  Mr.  T.  J.  Keenan,  Sr.,  father 
of  T.  J.  Keenan,  Jr.,  president  of  the  League 
of  American  Wheelmen,  and  C.  G.  Keenan, 
cycling  editor  of  the  Pittsburg  "Press."  The 
ticntlenian  died  suddenly  at  his  honu'  in  Pitts- 
burg last   week. 


At  the 
Cycie  Show 

you  will 

find  us 

at 

Stand  No.  56 

but 

our  address 

remains  the  same, 

127  Duane  St., 
New  York. 

At 
Either  Place 

Cycle  Dealers 

Lookingf 

For 

Good  Thingfs 

in  the  way  of  tires 
and  quick  =  selling 
sundries  will  find 
much  to  interest 
them.' 

STRAUS  TIRE  CO. 

Kiudly  meQlion  The  Wheel. 
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High  Pressure 


and 


Red  Cross 
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TOLEDO,  OHIO. 
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Three  years  in  business. 

We  have  never  lost  the  business  of  a  jobber  to  whom  we  have  sold  goods. 
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HOME  or  THE  VEEDERS. 


A  Model  Factory  in  Every  Particular— Cyclometers 

Made  Under  Most  Advantageous 

Circumstances. 

When  a  man  passes  through  the  factory  of 
the  Veeder  Mfg.  Co.,  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  if 
he  were  addicted  to  slang  he  would  pro- 
nounce it  "the  neatest  ever."  It  looks  like  a 
Svi^iss  chalet;  it  looks  like  a  dainty  foreign 
creation;  it  looks  like  anything  but  a  "fac- 
tory." It  is  all  artistic  stained  wood,  with 
glass — plenty  of  glass— and  light  iron  work. 
It  is  a  little  dream  of  a  factory.  Hartford,  of 
course,  is  the  home  of  many  great  mills,  but 
these  mills  grew  by  yearly  accretion.  They 
began  mostly  in  a  small  way,  and  year  after 
year  were  added  to,  rebuilt,  and  had  this,  that 
and  the  other  building  stuck  on  to  the  main 
plant.    Thus  they  are  anything  but  beautiful. 

Nowadays,  when  a  new  factory  is  to  be 
built,  the  architect  lets  loose  a  bit  of  his  art 
because  the  old  square  brick  pile,  with  the  tall 


blackened  chimney,  is  not  now  the  ideal  of 
what  a  plant  should  be.  It  has  come  about 
that  people  who  now  build  factories  wish  to 
have  them  at  least  look  well,  and,  among  good 
class  men,  there  is  a  keen  desire  to  have  them 
look  more  than  well.  This  idea  seems  to 
have  possessed  Mr.  David  J.  Post  when  he 
O.K.'d  the  specifications  for  the  Veeder  plant. 
It  is  a  little  beauty.  It  is  only  a  short  trol- 
ley ride  from  the  centre  of  Hartford.  Mr. 
Post  is  always  on  deck,  and  he  will  be  delight- 
ed to  show  any  visitor  through  his.  model 
plant,  even  though  the  visitor  may  not  have 
a  gripful  of  orders  to  leave  behind  him. 

In  this  plant  is  made  the  Veeder  cyclome- 
ter, and  it  is  made  this  season  with  a  new 
process  of  casting.  In  the  old  days,  a  fine 
casting  w.as  necessarily  put  through  many 
hands  before  a  smooth  surface  could  be  at- 
tained. But,  through  the  ingenuity  of  Mr. 
Veeder,  who  is  also  the  father  of  the  Veeder 
cyclometers,  special  machinery  has  been  made 
which  turns  out  a  perfectly  complete  and 
smooth   casting.     To   the   mechanical   man    it 


k% 


PERFECT 


9f 


25C. 


OILER. 


Used  by  leading  makers  of  high-grade  bicycles.     The  only  oiler  that    regulates    supply-  of  oil.     CANNOT 
LEAK.    We  make  cheaper  oilers  also,  of  unequaled  quality. 

CUSHMAN  &  DENISON,  Mfrs.,  240-2  W.  23d  St.,  N.  Y. 


is  a  revelation,  and  the  Veeder  Company  are 
now  figuring  with  meter  companies,  with 
cash  register  people  and  with  all  that  class  of 
folk  who  use  what  might  be  called  in  a  gen- 
eral way  clockwork  mechanism.  This  year, 
by  the  way,  the  Veeder  family  of  cyclometers, 
which  the  company  have  made  widely  known, 
has  been  improved  and  beautified,  and  the 
advance  orders  up  to  date  show  a  great  in- 
crease throughout  the  country. 


Keep  a  Good  Man. 

Never  let  a  man  who  is  heart  and  soul  with 
your  business  leave  your  employ  if  there  is 
the  slightest  chance  of  retaining  him.  He 
is  the  reserve  force  of  your  work,  and  is  the 
supporting  army  for  all  aggressive  move- 
ments. There  may  be  hundreds  who  can  be 
hired  for  a  great  deal  less  money,  but  it  is 
like  dropping  coins  into  the  sea.  The  man 
who  pushes  and  pulls,  who  suggests  and  car- 
ries out,  ofTers  and  fulfills,  is  not  measured 
entirely  by  pounds  and  pence,  and  you  can- 
not afford  to  let  him  go. 

Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  expects  to  reap  $5,000 
per  year  from  a  taxation  of  50  cents  for  each 
bicycle  owned  by  its  citizens. 


SNOW   HOLDERS 

ARE  ADJUSTABLE. 

When  Set  Are  Firm. 

Wheels  cannot  fall  over  after  being 
put  in  holder.  Used  in  bicycle  stores, 
public  buildings,  offices,  stores, 
churches,  schools,  factories,  in  fact 
anywhere.  No  bicycle  store  complete 
without  them.  Various  styles  furnished 
in  any  finish.    Write  for  prices. 

SNOW  WIRE  IVORKS, 

78-84  Exchange  Street, 
Established  1834.      ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. 


ANDRAE  CYCLES  NEVER  DISAPPOINT. 


A  GOOD  PROPOSITION. 

If  you  weren't  a  dealer  and  wanted  a  bicycle,  what  would 
you  do? 

Would  you  go  to  the  nearest  dealer  and  buy  the  first  one 
you  saw — -or — 

Would  you  visit  every  dealer — examine  every  wheel  in 
your  town  ? 

You'djdo  the  latter.     So  would  other  people. 

The  dealer  who  handles 

ANDR&E 

BICYCLES 

will  win  in  such  cases  every  time. 

The  more  people  see  of  other  wheels  the  more  they  think 
of  the  Andrae. 

It  is  so  much  better  than  other  wheels  that,  price  for  price, 
you  have  no  competition. 

For  this  reason  the  Andrae  agency  is  a  good  proposition. 

JULIUS  ANDRAE  &  SONS  CO., 

MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 

GEORGE  F.  KEHEW  &  CO,, 
BOSTON,  MASS.,  New  England  Distributors. 

Kindly  meatioa  The  WhML 

ANDRAE  CYCLES  NEVER  DISAPPOINT. 


THE 


Best  Pedals 

FOR 

The  Least  Money. 


l>iMlind$l)ead  ^  mirtz, 

MANUFACTURERS, 

Eincoln,        =        Hew  Jersey. 

Get  our  Prices.      Write  for  Samples. 
Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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BRASS-LINED, 

ANTI-RUST, 

SAFETY 


TUBING 

SELLS  THE  BICYCLES 

TRY  IT. 


'WILMOT  &  HOBBS  MFG,  CO., 

Bridgeport,    Conn. 

FRED.  W.  COLSON  &  CO.,  CHICAGO.  GEO.  DAMEREL,  NEW  YORK. 
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If  You  are 


HANDLE-BARS, 

SEAT-POSTS. 

SPROCKETS, 

Complete   Frames. 


READY    TO    TALK    MATERIAL 

WE    HAVE    SOME    FASCINATING    FIGURES    ON 

STYLES    or  

PEDALS. 


STYLES  OF  HUBS. 

Hobs  with  Coaster-Brake, 

Cone  Adjusting, 

Disc  Adjusting:. 

Disc  Adjusting  K.O.  Axles. 

1  in.  or  %  in.  Pitch  Sprockets. 
STAMPINGS   FOR  BICYCLES  AND  AUTOMOBILES. 

SPEIRS    MANUFACTURING    CO., 


14 


4 


THE    KIND    THAT 
SATISFV. 
The  SMALL  TRADE  and  the  LARGE  TRADE  are  both  solicited. 

WORCESTER,    MASS. 


We  can  Interest  You. 

CRANK-HANGERS. 

CUPS.    CONES. 

WRENCHES, 

and  other  SUNDRIES. 


ASPHALT  PAVEMENTS 


THE  STANDARD  PAVE- 
MENT OF  AMERICA.^  ^ 


THE    BARBER  ASPHALT   PAVING   CO., 

Endorsed  by  the  L,  A.  W.  everywhere. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


No.  II    BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 


Space  No.  9,  Cycle  Show. 

C.  J.  DOWNING, 

manufacturers'  Jlgent, 


7    BARCLAY   STREET,    NEW   YORK. 


JIutomobikaBlcyck 

Hubs,  Rims,  Spokes,  Chains,  Fittings, 
Sundries  and  Supplies. 

AUTOMOBILE   PARTS  A   SPECIALTY. 


Kiindly  menition  The  Wheel. 


ADLETS. 

For  Sale,  Exchanee,  Etc.  —  Twenty-five  words, 
thirty-five  cents.  Eaw  additional  word  two  cents. 
Csdi  invariably  in  advance. 

Sltaations  and  Help  Wanted. —  Answers  received 
in  confidence  and  forwarded  without  charfe.  Rate: 
25  words,  one  time,  60  cents;  three  times.  ILOO;  50 
words,  one  time,  11.00;  four  times,  $3.00;  76  words, 
one  time,  $1.60;  four  times,  $5.00.  Displayed  adver> 
tisements:  One-hali  inch,  one  time,  $1.00;  tour  times, 
$3.00;  one  inch,  one  time,  $1.60;  four  times,  $6.00. 


PATENTS.— H.  W.  T.  Jenner,  patent  attorney  and 
-'-  mechanical  expert,  6(w  F  street,  Washington,  D. 
C.  Estaiblished  1883.  I  make  an  examination  free  of 
charge,  and  report  if  a  patent  can  be  had  and  exactly 
how  much  it  will  cost.    Send  for  circular. 


CYCLE    FACTORIES. 

Have  you  got  a  wheel  fitted  with  Dunlop  rims  and  tires, 
brake  and  mud  guards  you  can  sell  cheap  ?  Address, 
B  J.  JENSEN,  Torvgd.  5  b,  Christiania,  Norway. 


A  RELIABLE  salesman,  with,  an  established  trade 
^^  for  two  to  three  thousand  wheels  in  New  Eng- 
land and  good  Southern  connections,  is  ready  to  talk 
business  with  a  live  firm.  Only  reliable  people  need 
write.     G.  H.  P.,  care  of  The  Wheel. 


A  DVERTISER,  at  present  superintendent  of  bi- 
-'^*-  cycle  lamp  firm,  desires  a  similar  situation  after 
February  28.  Have  had  14  years  as  practical  lamp 
maker  with  well  known  English  firm.  Thoroughly 
practical  and  understands  the  business  thoroughly. 
Good  references.    Address,  A.  B.,  care  of  The  Wheel. 


"D  EPAIRMAN — Competent  bicycle  repairman  want- 
■'■^  ed  to  go  to  Florida  and  take  charge  of  shop; 
steady  work  and  good  pay.  Apply  by  letter  only. 
New   York  Sporting  Goods  Co.,  New  York  City. 


ACCOUNT  WANTED. 


Some  good  Bicycle,  Bicycle  Sundry 
Supply  House  or  Automobile  Manu- 
facturer open  for  expert  representation 
in  Chicago  or  the  West.  Am  financially 
responsible  and  can  furnish  proof  of 
ability  and  integrity.  Have  had  large 
experience  with  the  jobbing  bicycle 
trade.     Address, 

J.  E.  P.,  care  of  James  Elliott  &  Co., 

370  Broadway,  New  York. 


Free  Sample  Pair 
to  Dealers. 

ASHWORTH 
PATENT 
TOE-CLIP. 

Send  6c.  for  postage. 

L.  T.  SNOW,  Mfr., 

NEW  HAVEN,  CONN. 

J.  T.  WHERETT, 

35  Warren  St., 
N.  Y.  Agent. 


Bicycle  Trunks. 

Two  for  sale,  properly  lined,  strapped, 
with  locks;  in  perfect  condition.  Ad- 
dress, Trunk,  P.  O.  Box  444,  N.Y.City. 


STANDARD  LEATHER  CRIP. 


The  leather  grip  has  become  the  popular  grip  on 
the  highest  class  wheels. 

Last  year  the  demand  exceeded  the  supply. 

We  are  making  the  handsomest  line  of  these 
goods  ever  put  on  the  market.  Nickel,  German 
Silver  and  natural  wood  ends. 

We  can  ship  promptly  in  any  amount. 

Samples  sent  on  request. 

Tho  MacDonald,  Wetsels  &  Ames  Co.,  Detroit,  Mich. 


LOCKINC-RACK. 

As  you  will  see  by  the  cut,  this,  although  inexpensive,  is 
not  a  cheap-looking  alTair,  but  is  graceful  in  shape,  strong 
and  durable,  made  of  annealed  iron  and  steel  wire,  is  so 
arranged  that,  after  the  wheel  is  in,  it  can  be  swung  either 
way  close  to  the  wall,  taking  up  but  little  room.  Can  easily 
be  put  up  anywhere,  singly  or  any  number  of  them  on 
strips  of  wood  or  one-inch  pipe  for  public  places  of  resort, 
Hotels,  golf  or  other  clubs.  After  the  wheel  is  put  in  a  lock- 
ing-bar is  pushed  across  in  front  of  the  rim  to  which  a 
small  padlock  can  be  attached,  and  then  it  is  held  in  place 
and  securely  locked  there.  Any  further  information  will 
be  gladly  furnished  or  will  send  sample  one,  express  paid, 
to  anyone  in  the  trade,  with  price  and  discount. 

BITCHER  MANlfACTlRINO  CO., 

2.5  Haverhill  Street,  BOSTON,  MASS. 


THE    HIRSCH 

SAFETY  OILER. 

There  is  a  steady  demand  for  a  GOOD  oil  can  ;   you  cannot  satisfy  it  unless  you  handle 

THE  HIRSCH  Safcty  Oiler, 

which    is  the   BEST  on   the   market. 

SAFETY    OILER    CO.,  -  65  Nassau  St.,  New  York. 

Have  you  seen...  SAFETY   "T"  ^N  1^   O 

The  Hifsch     oiler      \   KJV^  ( 
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SURE  SHOT  SOLUTION. 


11 


FOR  REPAIRING 

SINGLE  TUBE 

TIRES 


ONCE  USED, 
ALWAYS  USED. 


This  solution  is  the  quickest  known  puncture  healer  on  the  market  and  does  permanent  work.  Can  be 
reduced  with  benzine  for  fabric  leaks,  which  will  not  interfere  with  futuie  repairs.  Pings  put  in  with  Sure  Shot 
will  never  drop  inside  or  blow  out.  It  is  not  necessary  to  wait  for  it  to  dry  or  use  tire  tape.  So  simple  any  child 
can  operate  it.     Put  up  in  tubes  and  half-pint  cans.     Send  20  cents  for  samples. 


"E"  Klips  Toe-Clips. 


Chaltant  frame  Clamps. 


JOBBERS 

should  catalogue  my  entire  line. 

Send  for  prices  and 

electros. 


Are  adjustable  to  fit  any  shoe.  Made 
of  round  edge,  flat  steel  wire.  Most 
stylish  clip  on  the  market.  Made  for 
export  trade  with  two  bolts. 

COE  Mf  0.  CO.,  50  Warren  St.,  N.Y., 
Eastern  Agents. 


Made  for  round  and  flat  spring  saddles. 
Sizes,  I,  1 5^  and  iX  in. 


C.  K.  ANDERSON, 

164  La  Salle  St.,  Chicago.  Cycle  Show,  Spaces  226  and  227. 


Kindly  menition  The  Wheel. 


"FAVORITE" 


JUVENILE 

THE     WORLD'S     STANDARD. 

Are  made  like  adult  wheels  and  contain  NO.  "FREAKY"  POINTS  OF  CONSTRUCTION, 

^     Samples  can  be  seen  at  Westminster  Hotel,  New  York,  January  23d  to  26th,  inclusive.    «^ 


Ours 
is  the 


BEST 


1900 
proposition. 


r^r^^^T"   in  price. 
[3L_0   I      in  quality. 


THE  TOLEDO  METAL  WHEEL  CO., 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


TOLEDO,    OHIO. 
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THE  NEW  CROWN. 


o^^l^% 


1900 


PATTERN. 


C.C.G.  Co 

WE   WANT    TO    FIGURE  WITH 
LARGE    TRADE. 


The  New  Crown, 
Limited  Number,  1899  Pattern. 

DISCOUNTS  FOR  LARGE  TRADE:  AND 
EARLY  BUYERS. 

Send  for  Circular,  Samples  and  Prlt^dg. 


Cortland  Carriage  Goods  Co. 


CORTLAND,  N.  Y. 


SOLID  TRAINS   TO   NORTHERN    MICHIGAN. 

The  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  is 
now  running  solid  trains  of  palace  sleeping  cars, 
dining  cars  (serving  meals  a  la  carte)  and  first-class 
day  coaches,  through  from  Chicago  to  Calumet, 
Houghton,  Hancock  and  other  points  in  the  Copper 
Country  without  change  of  cars,  with  direct  connec- 
tion for  Marquette,  Negaunee,  Ishpeming,  etc.,  and 
passengers  from  the  East,  South  and  Southwest  will 
find  this  a  most  desirable  route.  _ 

All  coupon  ticket  agents  sell  tickets  via  the  Chi- 
cago, Milwaukee  &  St.   Paul  Railway. 


FOR 

bicycl.es. 


WILLIAM  F.  NYE, 

NEW  BEDFORD.  .         .         -        MASS. 


THE  LEAGUE  HANDLE-BAR  CO. 

All  Kinds.     All  Styles. 
Samples  now  ready. 

215-217-219  S.  CLINTON  STREET,  CHICAGO. 


_^H   HANDLE  BARS 
r  I  ^     rORK  SIDES 
_^P  ROT  ECTOR  REVO  iVFR  S 
co;R.s;cNocNce  PERFECTION  PADLOCKS 

io.,c„CD-^  AMES  SWORD  CO.   CHICOPEE,  MASS. 


INNER  TUBES. 

TWO  GRADES. 

Quality  and  Prices  Right.  Sample  Free. 

VIM  BICYCLE  CO.,  CHICAGO,  ILL. 


California 
IN  3  Days 


Chic  A  go-  Union  Pa  cific 

AND 

NORTH-  WESTERN  LINE 


A  NY  ficket  agent  will  tell  you  about 
-rl  "The  Overland  Limited."  No 
change  of  cars  and  all  meals  in  din- 
ing cars.  Every  day  in  the  year  at 
6.30  p.  m.  from  Chicago.  The  Pa- 
cific Express  leaves  every  night  at 
10.30.  See  your  ticket  reads  Chi- 
cago &  North-Western  Railway  from. 
Chicago. 

461  Broadway,  ■  NEW  YORK 
36S  Washington  Street,  BOSTON 
193  Clark  Street,     •     CHICAGO 


IMPROTED   DINING   CAR  SERVICE. 

Nickel  Plate  Train  No.  3,  leaving  Buffalo  at  7.10 
a.  m.  daily,  has  a  dining  car  attached,  serving  break- 
fast immediately  after  departure  from  Buffalo.  Lun- 
cheon and  dinner  will  also  be  served  at  convenient 
hours.  The  meals  on  the  Nickel  Plate  dining  cars 
have  already  a  national  reputation  for  excellence, 
and  this  improved  service  will  no  doubt  be  appre- 
ciated by  the  patrons  of  the  popular  Nickel  Plate 
Road. 


All  American  wheelmen  who  desire  to  keep  them- 
selves posted  upon  matters  concerning  the  cycle  in 
Europe,  its  trade,  mechanics,  and  sport,  should  sub- 
scribe to 

THE  CYCLIST 

AND  Bicycling  and  Tricycling  Trades  Review. 

The  only  recognized  authority  of  English  trade  and 
manufacture.  Sent  post  free  to  any  part  of  America 
for  one  year,  $3.25.  American  subscription  agent, 
F.   P.   Prial,  88  West   Broadway,    New   York   City. 

American  manufacturers  having  novelties  in  ma- 
chines or  sundries  to  introduce  should  advertise  in 

THE    O^S^OLIST. 

Terms  on  application  to 

ILIFFE  SONS   &  STURMEY,   Ltd., 

19  Hertford   Street,   Coventry,   England. 

Members  of  the  American  Trade  visiting  Eng- 
land areinTitedtocall  at  THE  CYCLIST  OiBce 
at  Coventry,  or  at  3  St.  Bride  Street,  LudKate 
Circus.  liOnaon.  E.  C, 

The  Best  Advertising  for  the 
Irish  Trade  is 

THE 
IRISH  CYCLIST. 

Specimen  copy  and  advertising  rates  on 
application  to 

R.  J.  I^ECREDY  &  CO.,  Ltd.,  Proprietors, 

49  Middle  Abbey  St..  DUBLIN. 


HANDLE-BARS... 

PRICES  RIGHT— OlALITY  RIGHT. 


CYCLE  BAR  CO., 


Look  at  Your  Teeth ; 

they  need  cleaning.  Tartar  Tablets  will  quickly 
remove  all  discolorations.  No  acids  or  chemi- 
cals. Harmless  and  Pleasant.  Use  ordinary 
brush.  By  mail,  25c.  Tartar  Tablet  Co.,  489  5th 
Ave.,   N.   Y.   City. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


Graphite  Lubricants. 

ALL  KINDS,  AGGORDiNG  TO  WANTS. 
oscph  Dixon  Cracible  Co.,  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 


NICKEL   RLATIN,G 

■  ,  "       ALU  sorts; 
TILLMANN  ^  ECKSTEIN, 

91   Elizabeth  Street,  New  York, 


ESTABLISHED  1660 


NEAR  GRAND  ST4EET. 


205  Lake  Street, 


CHICAGO. 


IIVDISPENSABLE    BI-CY-KA. 

Your  wheel  needs  Bi-cy-ka.  No  work  to 
apply  it.  It  takes  off  the  rust  and  keeps  the 
rust  off;  it  cleans  and  it  polishes.  If  your 
dealer  hasn't  it,  send  us  10  cents  in  stamps 
and  we  will  mail  you  a  full-sized  collapsible 
tube.  Raven  Gloss  Mfg.  Co.,  71  Barclay 
street.  New  York. 

AUTOMOBILE  COMPANIES 

Not  having   facilities    for 
building  their  own  vehicles 
can  have  them 
built  at  reason- 
able prices. 


HUBSt"''.,"''^*'^**' 

Sulkeys  Car- 
riages and  Automo- 
biles made  to  order. 


LARGE  SCREW  MACHINE 
WORK  OUR  SPECIALTY. 


Price,  $1.50. 
Diebel's  Patent 
One-Piece 
Swinging  Pedals. 

Large  discounts  to 
the  trade. 
PRINCIPAL  OFFICE:  832  ARCH  ST..  PHILADELPHIA.  Pfl 


DIEBEL-EPPLER  MFG.  CO., 

Mount  Holly,  N.  J. 


.-o-« 


p.  0.  Box  444,  N.  Y. 


SUBSCRIPTION  BLANK. 

jf*  j^  jf* 


I    enclose    $2.00    in    payment    of  one   year's   subscription, 

commencing  with  issue  of - 

Name, 

Address, . 

City, 


State,- 


J 
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Ill 


^ 

^ 


0 
0 


Some  Styles  manufactured 
Exclusively  by  us: 


PATENTED 

AUC.  17,  1097. 


£HOV/lNC  SERFUiTtONS 


0 


GEORGE  W.  WEBSTER, 

Pres.  and  Sec. 


GEORGE  G.  SPENCER, 


Vice-Fres.  and  Treas. 


0 
0 


0 
0 

0 


0 
0 


0 
0 


0 


0 


CAPITAL  $150,000. 


The  trade  generally  will  be  interested  in  knowing 
that  this  Company  has  absorbed  the  business  of  George 
G.  Spencer,  Chicago,  who  for  a  number  of  years  has 
been  an  important  factor  in  the  handle  bar  business. 

Mr.  Spencer  is  now  an  active  officer  of  this  com- 
pany. The  resources  and  facilities  of  the  two  con- 
cerns have  been  merged  into  one.  Our  service  and 
capacity  as  a  result  is  materially  improved  and  increased. 

We  have  also  purchased  the  machinery  and  stock 
of  the  League  Handle  Bar  Co.,  Chicago,  this  company 
retiring  from  business. 

If  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the  trade  who  placed  their 
contracts  with  the  League  Co.  that  we  look  after  their 
requirements,  it  would  be  in  order  to  communicate 
with  us  at  once  covering  full  details,  and  where  it  is 
possible  for  us  to  assume  the  contracts  we  will  gladly 
do  so.  For  the  convenience  of  Eastern  Jobbers  we 
would  announce  our  intention  of  opening  a  warehouse 
at  New  York  City  in  a  central  location.  We  hope  to 
have  it  in  operation  early  in  February.  Will  carry 
a  full  line  of  Domestic  and  Foreign  goods. 

Chicago  Handle  Bar  Co«, 

312-314  Fifth  Ave.,  Chicago. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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BICYCLE -HEAD-LIGHT 
Cc  DRIVING -LAMP. 


PRICE,    $3.00. 

The  1900  Model  is  the  Highest  Type 
of  Perfected  Gas  Lamp. 


Over  One  Million  on  Wheels, 

SEND   FOR  i9oo:|CATAL0GUE. 

20TH   CENTURY  MFG.   CO., 

M  WARREN  STREET,  NEW  YORK. 


PRICE,    $2.00. 

The    Leading  Oil   Lamp 
of  the  World. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


®C3®0®0®0®€5®0®0®S®0®Q®0®0®0®C5®C>s)^^ 


WE  MANUFACTURE^ 


Tubing  ^  ^ 


REAR    FORKS,  STAYS,  &c., 

And  for  All  Biaysle  ages. 

Handle^Bars... 

STATIONARY,  ADJUSTABLE  or  EXPANDING. 

"L"  and  "T"  Seat-Posts 

Famlslied  in  the  Black  or  Nlckel-Flated  on  Copper. 

Brakes.  *  Steel  Rims. 

A   COMPLETE   LINE  OF... 

One^Piece  Hangers 

FOR  OUTSIDE  AND  FLUSH  JOINTS, 

We  are  ready  to  contract  for  next  season's  business 
on  the  above.  We  have  a  complete  and  economical 
plant ;  enormous  capacity,  and  our  product  is  safe, 
strong  and  fashionable. 


Clipper  Chilled  Plow  Co., 


INQUIRIES 

SOLICITED. 


ELWIRA,  N.  Ym  U.  S.  A. 


Kindly  mention  The   Wheel. 

6®O®O®O®O®O®O®O0O®O®O®O®O®O0O®O^ 


j^l,4.4.4,4.4,.j,^4,4,,j,.|,^^^^^^.j,^^^^^^^^^^^,^^^^^^^_j^ 


THE  SARTUS 

Ball  Retainer  and  Separator 


Registered 


Trade-Mark 


Reduces  Friction  to   a    Minimum. 


Pat.  Oct.  4,  '8 
May  2,'99. 


ACCURACY. 
CHEAPNESS. 
DURABILITY. 
STRENGTH. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel 


Can  be  furnished  in  any  size  and  strength  of  metal, 
and  is  cheaper  than  any  other  retainer  and  separator  in 
the  market,  owing  to  Its  simplicity  of  manufacture. 

NO  interference  suit  pending  against  THIS  retainer  in 
the  Patent  Office  in  Washington.    It  IS  patented. 

The  Sartus  Ball  Bearing  Co., 

37  Maiden  Lane,  NEW  YORK  CITY. 
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We   are   the   origin  ators   of   the 

Pressed  Steel  Head  Sets* 

Have  always  made  and  make  to-day  the  finest 
and  most  accurate  sets  on  the  market.  Those  who 
use  our  sets  one  season  always  use  them  ;  try  them 
and  you  will  use  no  others. 

Send  for  catalogue. 

^P     ^p     ^p     ^P     55     ^p     ^p 

I  The  H.  A.  Matthews  Mfg.  Co., 
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SEYMOUR,  CONN. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel, 
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CONTINUOUS    RINGING. 


IK  and  ■a  in.  Sizes. 


WITH 

ROTARY 

I^OYEIMEINT 


BEST  ON   EARTH. 


AND 

NOIN-REYOLYIINC 
GONGS. 


N.    N.   HILL  BRASS  CO.,  East  Hampton,  Conn. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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JOBBERS!. 


THE  NAME  TELLS  THE  STORY.    HERE  IT  IS. 


•THE 


♦ 


I  Perfection  *  0a$  *  Camp  I 


I 


VAPOR     FED. 

Gives  a  Brilliant  Liglit.  Not  Affected  by  Rough  Roads. 

Will  Not  Jar  Out. 
Send  for  Priees  and  Descriptive  Booklet. 

PERFECTION  GAS  LAMP  CO.,  NEW  HAVEN,  CONN. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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♦»♦^♦•^♦•{•♦^♦•^♦^♦•^♦^^♦4•♦•^♦^•♦^♦4•♦^♦4^♦•I•♦^I^♦^^♦^I^♦^!»♦•^♦ 

The  Ericson  Automatic  Bicycle  Bell. 

PATENT    No.    491,012. 

'pHIS  cut  represents  the  Eiicson  Automatic  Bicycle 

Bell  attached  to  the  front  fork  of  the  machine 
by  a  clamp  bracket  and  operated  by  a  friction  pulley 
thrown  in  contact  with  the  tire  of  the  front  wheel  and 
connected  by  a  small  lever  on 
the  left  handle-bar  which  can  be 
pressed  by  the  forefinger  without 
moving  the  hand  out  of  position. 
This  bell  is  simple,  durable  and 
effective,    does    not     rattle,    is 
easily  adjusted  and  will  give  a 
short  or  continuous  ring,  as  de- 
sired.  Has  stood  the  test  of  four 
seasons,  and  is  reliable. 

Price  for  Z'A  in.,  75c.;  3  in.,  85c. 

NUTTER,  BARNES  &  CO., 

364  &  366  Atlantic  Avenue, 
Sole  Manufacturers.    Boston,  Mass. 
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IDEAL 

Forward-Extension 

Handle-Bars 

are  the  greatest  sellers  for  1900. 

All  of  our  Bars  fit  this,  and  all 

our  Stems. 

All  styles,  shapes  and  drops.  Made 
of  .50  per  cent  Carbon  Tube  and 
Steel  Drop-Forging  only. 

Look  at  samples  at  C.  J.  Downing's 
space  at  Cycle  Show,  and  get 
circular  and  prices. 


IDEAL   PLATING   CO., 

3  Appleton  St.,  Boston,  Mass 


Sole 
Manufacturers, 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


A  Foot-Power  Lathe  and 

^  Outfit  of  Tools. 

Our  No.  5  Lathe  is  a  right  and  left  hand 
screw  cutting  lathe,  swings  11  inches  on  face 
plate;  34  inches  between  centres.  Is  back- 
geared  and  has  hollow  spindle.  Has  set-over 
tail-stock  and  swivel  tool  carriage  for  taper- 
ing and  boring. 

SPECIAL    OFFER! 

The  list  price  of  No.  6  Lathe  is  $90.  We 
will  furnish  the  lathe  with  set  of  slide  rest 
tools,  three  lathe  dogs,  5-inch  chuck  with  two 
sets  of  jaws,  lathe  arbor  and  set  of  Morse 
twist  drills  1-16-inch  by  %-inch  by  32ds,  in 
all  amounting  to  $110,  for  JBO  cash.  Goods  carefully  boxed  and  delivered  on  board 
cars,  Rockford.  This  gives  the  best  lathe  made,  will  full  equipment  of  tools,  for 
less  money  than  you  can  buy  an  inferior  machine. 

^P~  J'uU  Descriptive  Catalogue  Free  on  Application. 

W.  F.  &  J  NO.  BARNES  CO., 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  254    RUBY    ST.,    ROCKFORD,    ILL 
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^„„  (NAME  "STANDARD." 
OUR  J  TRADE-MARK  STANDARD. 
(  BALLS  ARE  STANDARD. 
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STANDARD  BALL  CO., 

320  East  23d  St.,  New  York. 

MANUFACTURERS    OF 

Standard  Steel  Balls 

AND    RIVETS. 

Our  Balls  are  Practically  Perfect  Spheres.  Uniform  In  Hardness.  Toughness  and 
Durability.       We  Make  the  Most  Perfect  Chain  Rivet  Made. 

Kindly   mention   The   Wheel.  g 
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HIGH-GRADE 


WHEELS  MUST 
HAVE  THE  E 
EQUIPMENTS. 


There  is  nothing  that  gives  more  value 
for  the    money   than    the   use  of   the 

MORSE  TWIN-ROLLER  CHAIN. 


Noiseless  in 

Mud,  Water 

or  Past, 


and  always 

Easy 
Running, 

The  only  chain  having  FrictionleSS  RockCf  JointS. 

Insist  on  having  the  Morse  Twin  Roller.     Fits  regular 

sprockets. 
Send  for  catalogue  and  trade  price  to 

Horse  Chain  Co.,  Trumansburg,  N.Y. 


itADER3 


^        BUFP3. 
ICYAHIDE  P0TA3H 

lTuRKi3H  Emery 

I     POLISHING 
/  MACHINERY. 


LOW  3PEED    / 

DYNAM03.  I 

NICKEL         j 

ANODE3.     I 

LACqUER3.\ 
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Lin. TUNE. 
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UR  methcxJs,  models,  prices 
and  manners  are  in  perfect 
harmony  with  the  wishes 
and  ideas  of  any  retail 
dealer  who  is  looking  for  a  first-class 
agency  for  a  first-class  bicycle  not 
made  in  a  trust  factory.  We  under- 
stand the  trade  and  are  ready  to  do 
business,  and  lots  of  it.  Write  for  in- 
formation that  will  put  you  in  the  way 
of  making  money.  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  j^ 

THE  NORWOOD  BICYCLE  CO., 

62  to  68  Plam  Street, 

CINCINNATI,  OHIO. 

Kindly  mention  Tlie  Wheel. 


Norwood 


I*. 

>^ 
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YOU'LL  DO! 

Like  others,  when  you  see  this  ad.  •write 
for  our  1900  Catalogue  of  Bi  cycle 
Fittings  and  Sundries  with  a  special 
feature  of  parts  and  fittings  for  build- 
ing Automobiles,  Bali-Bearing 
Pneumatic  Carriages  and  Sul- 
keys. 

Cut  shows  our  ball-bearing  pneu= 
matic  Carriage  Wheeis  that  can  be 
easily  and  quickly  fitted  to  any 
Vehicle. 

We  also  build  Wire  Wheels  for 
Automobiles. 

The  B.  F.  Goodrich  Co.  used 
our  Wire  Wheels  to  exhibit  their 
Carriage  and  Automobile  Tires 
at  New  Tork  Cycle  Show. 

CHAS.  E.  I^ILLER, 

Manufacturer,  Jobber  &  Exporter, 

97-99-101  Reade  St.,  N.  ¥. 


A  Good  Road  to  Cincinnati. 


\ 


The  Monon  Route  and  C.  H,  &  D.  R'y  run  four  trains 
daily  from  Chicago  to  Cincinnati.  The  day  trains  leave 
Dearborn  Station,  Chicago,  at  8.30  a.  m.  and  11.45  a.  m.,  and 
are  equipped  with  elegant  Parlor  and  Dining  cars.  The  Night 
trains  leave  at  8.30  p.  m.  and  2.45  a.  m.  These  trains  are 
equipped  with  elegant  sleepers  and  compartment  cars,  the 
sleepers  on  the  latter  train  being  ready  for  occupancy  at  9.30 
p.  m      All  trains  stop  at  22d  St.,  47th  St.,  anl  63d  St.,  Chicago. 

Ask  for  tickets  Via  MONON  and  C.  H.  &  D. 

City  Ticket  Office,  232  S.  Clark  St., 
CHICAGO. 


THE  1900 

ROUGH 
RIDER 


ACETYLENE  GAS  LAMP. 

CONSTRUCTION-SIMPLICITY  ITSELF— nothing  to  get  out  ot  order. 

VERY  STRONG  AND  SERVICEABLE,  yet  light  In  weight. 

ROUGH  RIDING  cannot  put  It  out. 

EVERY  LAMP  carefully  tested  before  leaving  factory, 
and 

GUARANTEED  IN  EVERY  RESPECT. 

OUR  PRICE— UNIFORM-LOW— and  should  have  a  place  In  every  jobber's 

catalogue. 

Electrotypes  and  Prices  on  application 

^THE  NASSAU  LAMP  CO. 

MANUFACTURERS, 

29  LIBERTY  ST.,  NEW  YORK. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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COASTER  BRAKE 


THESE   PARTS  COMBINED.AND 
SCREWED  ON  ANY    BICYCLE 
HUB,  CONSTITUTE  THE  MOST 
PERFECT  COASTER-BRAKE  ON 
THE  MARKET. 
YOU  DO  NOT  HAVE  TO  BUY  A 
SPECIAL  HUB  FOR  TMIS  BRAKE. 
THISCOASTER/IaS  been  THOfibUGMLY 
TESTED/IS  S1MPLE.LIGHT.  SJRO/JQ, 
EFFEC/lVE/AND  FULLY  GUARANTEED 


ADDRESS 

CANFIELD  BRAKE  CO. 

CORNING.  N.Y.  U.S.A. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


I    X.hX^.IK..X..X..X..X.iX.K..X.  J.  J^.X.iXiiX.MK«>X>.^.X..X..X.iXt.Xi.^  . 
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SPOKES  AND  NIPPLES 


FAY  &  BOWEN, 

AUBURN,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A. 


/^RIGINAL  manufacturers  of  Swaged 
and  Plain  Spokes  and  all  styles  of 


wood  rim  or  steel  rim  NIPPLES. 


box 


JOBBERS:      Try    a    sample 
of   our    XXX    Anti-rust  finish   Swaged 
Spokes  ! 

CROSBY  &  MAYER  CO.,  Selling  Agents, 

BUFFALO,    CHICAGO,    NEW  YORK,    TOLEDO. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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®  Pumps,   Toe-Clips,   Oilers,  Wrenches, 
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Fin-de-CycIe*'  Folding  Bicycle  Racks 


and  Hardware  Specialties 

usher  in  a 

NEW  ERA. 
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I    In  the   matter  of  selection   and   prices 
i  on  those  goods 
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I   send  for  catalogue  and  give  us  a  chance 
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Why  Not 


to  quote  you  ? 

You  will  find  the  figures  as   attractive    | 
as  the  goods.  § 

•o 

NOERA    MFG.    CO.,  I 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


WATERBURY,   CONN. 
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Bernasco 
Adjustable 
Bicycle 
Saddle 


GIVES 

ABSOLUTE 

SATISFACTION. 

WHY? 

BECAUSE 

IT  IS 

COMFORTABLE. 


o 


§ 


\  ?  *<s^z.  -^saaag^awBy^ ' '     /'■ 


A  common-sense  saddle,  combining  comfort,  ease 
and  health. 

It  is  constructed  on  a  principle  which  makes  it 
conform  to  the  shape  of  the  rider. 
.   The  pommel  is  soft  and  does  not  chafe  or  irritate. 

Uncomfortable  saddles  often  condemn  a  good 
wheel.  BERNASCO  saddles  make  any  old  bicycle 
a  luxury. 

TRADE   DISCOUNT   ON    APPLICATION. 

WM.   B.   RILEY   &   COIVIPANY, 

324  &  326  Market  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Kindly  mention  Tlie  Wheel. 

0®0®0®0®0®0®0®0®0®0®0®0®0®0®00®0®0®0®0®0®0®0® 
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M©SSBER6  Sn^s. 


No.  2. 


No.  10. 
Cuckoo  Chime. 


50c 


50c 


Model  D. 


25c 


25c 


FRANK  MOSSBERG  CO., 

Electrotypes  now  ready.  Box  P,  Attleboro,  Mass. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


IIG 


January  25, 
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NOTICE  TO  THE  TRADE. 

(ESPECIALLY  TO  LARGE  JOBBERS  AND  AGENTS.) 


♦ 
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♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
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Isbill's 


♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 


The  Most  Rapid,  Most  Simple,  Most  Convenient 
Repair  Tool  ever  offered. 


It  sells  for  35  cents 


and  the  entire  affair  (in  tin  box) 
)    fits  the  vest  pocket. 

FOREIGN    AGENTS   WANTED. 


New  Process 
Repair  Tool 

IS   NOW  ON  THE   MARKET. 

I  want  to  do  business  with  some  more 
good  jobbers  and  agents. 
Send  for  descriptive  matter. 

H.  OVERBAUQH,  Sole  Agent. 

335   Broadway,  NEW  YORK. 
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^      Kindly  mention  The  Wheel, 
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THE  FIRST 
ORDER 


R.  &  C.  BRAKE  AND  C0A5TER  1  QOO 

^Uie       UIETAKIC      erkiuiE"ruiKi/s  / 


THIS     MEANS     SOMETHING. 


The  R.  &  C. 

has  less  parts  than  any 

other  Coaster  made. 

No  Balls  to  Seat  Themselves. 


The  Ft.  &  C. 

fits  any  bicycle.    Easy  to 

Attach. 

■  ^^jt 

Price,  with  Hub,  $6.00. 


AND  MADE  BY  A  RELIABLE  FIRM.       REED  &  CURTIS  MACHINE  SCREW  CO.,  Wofccster,  Mass. 


CYCLES  GIVEN  AWAY! 


TAKE   A   CHANCE 

AT   STAND   63. 


.ALSO    SEE. 


AND    5,000 


TTlie    IVe^zv    **30tli    Oentur^r "    JViiodels, 

JOB"    CYCLES    FOR    EXPORT    AND    HOME    SALE. 


WE  WILL  BEAT  ALL  PRICES  AND  SHOW  LARGEST  LINE.    SEE  US. 

THE    L.   C.   JANDORF    BICYCLE   CO., 

23  Barclay  Street,  93  to  105  Church  Street,  NEW    YORK. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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SNELL 

BieveLES 

Best  line  in  the  world.        See  them. 
Spaces  195  to  200.  New  York  Show. 


SNELL  CYCLE  MFG.  CO., 

TOLEDO,  OHIO. 


»»»■«..»-#■»«>-#.■»■.»■.»« 
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THE  R.  e.  e.  PEDAL. 


^is. 
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A  Strictly 

First- Class 

Pedal. 


-^    «>4^,*.    - 


m^ 


^mmm 
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®     HANDSOME  DESIGN.       SPLENDID  FINISH. 

Prices  Moderate.    Write  TJs  Now.  "] 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


® 


NO   CONES    TO    TIGHTEN   OR    CRUSH,    | 

AMERICAN  CUTLERY  CO.,  193  Mather  St.,  Chicago.  ^ 


n»  Kindly  mention    Ihe   Wheel.  oj 
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GET  OUR  1900  CATALOGUE  AND  PRICE-LIST.  Established  i84o. 

We  have  a  complete  line  of  BICYCLE,  TANDEM  AND  OTHER  BELLS. 

OUR    AUTOMOBILE    BELL    THE    LATEST. 


PUSH  BUTTOIV. 

(Gong  does  not  Revolve  when 

in  use  ) 

Patented  Dec.  27, 1898,  and  Oct.  31, 1899. 


ROTARY  ELECTRIC. 

(FANCY.) 
(A  Rapid  Seller.) 


DOUBLE  STROKE. 

(Finely  Finished  and  Strong.) 


FLAG  BELLS— ALL  NATIONS. 

(A  Good  Seller  Everywhere.) 


A  Complete  Line  made  from  Pure  Bell  MetaL    All  Bells  of  Imperial      Tnr  Or*  no  Done   Del  I   Pn     Coet  Uomntnil   Pnnn     II  Q  A 
Grade  Warraated.  Before  placing  your  orders,  write  us.  IntOlAnn  DKUOi  DtLL  UUi|  tddl  lldMipiUllp  UUIIIIi|  UiOiHi 


Tsrrovi- 


^  MIL.  ■ — _— «,  r@ 
<?,5  STILL  B^f 


LIGHT  ON  THE  SUBJB6T 

^     °^  BICY&L.B  L.AMPS  ^^^ 

.  1900 


532:E.  28I!?ST 
NE.W  VORK 


ITWILL  PAY  YOU  TO  flANDLE  TMIS  LINL 


OET  OUR  BOOKLET,  PRICES  AMD  ELECTROTYPES 

^6^  MANHATTAN  BRA6S  00.  Im^c 


3^  CLARK  ST. 
C  M  I  C>JVG  O 


®><S>®)>®)><SH<?)>®>®i<S)>®)4<5)4^^ 


6ft 


D.  &  J."  HANGERS 


ABSOLUTELY    THE    BEST    AND  .  .  . 
GUARANTEED   AS   LONG  AS   USED. 


Single, 

Tandem, 
Triplet 

and  Quad. 


We  make  a  special  racing  Hanger  for 
both  Single  and  Tandem.  We  also  make  a  Hanger  which  fits 
all  standard  Brackets.  Immediate  Shipments  Guaranteed 


D.  &  J."  TANDEM. 


PARK  CITY  MFG.  CO  ,   incorporated, 

N.  W.  Oor.  Jackson  &  Climton  Sti.,  Cbloago. 
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...WE     BRAKE     THE     WORLD... 
LATEST  IDEA  IN  BICYCLE  BRAKES. 

Wyoma  Automatic  Coaster  and  Brake 


THIS    BRAKE 
APPLIES  ITSELF 

ON 

THE   STEEPEST 

HILL. 


BY    OFFERING 

THIS  SAFEGUARD  TO 

BICYCLE   RIDERS 

WE 

CHALLENGE  THE 

WORLD. 


List  Price,  with  Rear  Hub,  ;S5.00  each.     Liberal  discount  to  the  trade. 


READING  AUTOMOBILE  &  GEAR  COMPANY, 


Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 


READING.    PA. 


•i- 
•f 

<?• 

•5- 

>?• 
<i' 
«• 
•*• 


k|4  tf*  tf*tf<l^  *flt^  1^  tf*  (^  t^  if*  <^  t^  t^  *^  t^  4^  1^  t^  t^t^  1^  4^  t^  t^  i^  t)l^  t^  •%  1^  «^ 


SCHRADER    UNIVERSAL    VALVE 


NOTICE. 


Manufacturers  of  Bicycles,  Jobbers 
[and  Dealers : 

In  order  to  facilitate  the 
obtaining  of 


Trade=Mark  Registered  April  30,  1895. 

SIMPLE  AND 
ABSOLUTELY  AIR-TIGHT. 


1  Parts  of  tbe  Scbrader  anivcr$(il  Ualve 


I  have  concluded  to  sell  parts 
only  to  the  general  trade. 

I  Parts  99-1,  99-2,  99-3,  99-4  may  be  had  from  all 
tire-makers,  or  from  A.  Schr.^der's  Son.  Price- 
list  sent  on  application. 


99-4 


MANUFACTURED  BY 


99-1 


99-2 


99-9 


A.  SCHRADER'S  SON, 

Established  1844, 

30  and  32  Rose  Street, 

NEW  YORK,  U.  S.  A. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


1900. 
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Leland^Faulconer  Gears 

FOR  CH/VINLESS  BICYCLES. 
The  Gears  that  made  the  Bevel-Gear  Chainless  a  Success. 

DO  YOU  KNOW  about  these  GEARS  ? 
THESE  are  the  ONLY  GEARS  on 
EARTH  that  are  TRUE,  ACCURATE 
and  RIGHT  when  MOUNTED.  WHY  ? 
Because  all  Chainless  GEARS  MUST  be 
HARDENED.  They  CANNOT  be  HAR- 
DENED without  WARPING.  THIS 
makes  them  UNTRUE  and  IMPERFECT. 
LELAND  -  FAULCONER  GEARS  are 
CUT  ABSOLUTELY  TRUE  AFTER  being  HARDENED.  They  are  right,  and  they  are  the 
ONLY  right  ONES. 

The   RIGHT   WAY  to   DRIVE   a  bicycle  is  with   BEVEL   GEARS. 

It  is  the  MECHANICAL,  the  SIMPLE,  the   PERMANENT  and  the  most  PRACTICABLE  way, 
but   the   GEARS  MUST   be   HARD,   and  they   SHOULD   be   TRUE.    This  was  a   POSER. 
WE   SOLVED   IT  !    Bevel-Gear  Chainless  is   NOT    RIGHT   unless  it   has   L.  &  F.  GEARS. 
"TRIED  and   TRUE."    Others  WERE    TRIED,   BUT   were   NOT   true.     Consequently!    See! 
L.  &  F.  Gears  will  be  on   all  the   Highest-Grade  Bevel-Gear   Chainless  wheels  for  the  1900  season, 
made  by   the  following  concerns : 

GRAND    RAPIDS    CYCLE    CO.,  THE    GEORGE    N.  PIERCE    CO.,  E.   C.  STEARNS    &   CO., 

STERLING    CYCLE    WORKS,  WARWICK    CYCLE    CO. 


LELAND   &   FAULCONER    MFG.   CO., 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


DETROIT,  MICH. 


^., 


0 
(> 
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HAVE  YOU  EVER  BEEN  EOOLED? 


Have  you  not  at  some  time  in  your  life  allowed  some  Dealer  to  sell  you  something 
that  was  "just  as  good,  etc.,"  and  after  you  had  it  you  realized  that  you  had  been 
fooled?  Don't  be  fooled  all  the  time.  Get  the  ORIGINAL  this  time.  You  can  get  it 
of  large  JOBBERS,  and  any  dealer  will  get  it  for  you. 


Automatic  Pedal  Bell. 

"IT  RINGS  WITH  THE  TOE." 

PRICE,  EACH,   75  CTS. 


Entirely  hidden  from  view. 

Has  a  loud,  clear,  gong  sound. 

Entirely  new,  the  like  never  offered  before. 

It  has  been  thoroughly  tried  and  tested. 

Every  bell  guaranteed  mechanically  perfect. 

It  rings  by  a  slight  inward  movement  of  the  toe.  When  in  a 
crowded  thoroughfare,  where  both  hands  are  needed  on  the  handle- 
bars, it  is  indispensable. 

It  fits  any  pedal  and  any  wheel. 

The  sound  is  so  different  from  the  old  style  electric  bell  that  it 
immediately  attracts  attention. 

The  bell  acts  as  a  pedal  weight. 

No  gear  wheels,  clock  springs,  or  push  buttons  to  get  out  of 
order. 

Manufactured  by  Illustration  J^  actual  size. 

H.  T.  tlEARSEY  VEHICLE  CO.,  34=36  Monument  Place,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  U.  S.  A. 

Everybody  knows  that  we  are  the  leading  sundry  house,  but  perhaps  you  have  not  yet  received  our  complete  catalogue.  It  is  ready 
and  we  send  it  free  to  dealers  who  ask  for  it.  We  fill  orders  same  day  received.  Is  this  not  worth  your  consideration  ?  "  Once  a 
customer,  always  a  customer." 


^K^-^ 


Kindly  mention  The  \\'heel. 


H.  T.  HEARSEY  VEHICLE  CO.,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  U.  S.  A. 
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SElsTID    FOK,    lOOO    O^T-A-LOGS-XJE 

IVEN    BRANDENBURG    eO. 

Containing  Everything  to  Build  a  Bicycle. 

Absolute  Headquarters  and  Controlling  the  Sale 


SAGER    SADDLES,    Challenging    comparison 
in  quality  and  finish. 

SAGER    BICYCLE    GEARS,     Holding  all 

World's  records. 

AROWN   BALANCED  PEDALS,  Always  in 
position  for  the  feet. 

THOR  HUBS,  HANGERS,  EXPANDING 

CLAMPS,     Frame   Connections  and  Carriage 
Hubs. 

NICKEL-STEEL  SPOKES,  Carriage  Spokes, 
Nipples  to  match. 


LE  FEVER    CHAINS,    NICKEL-STEEL 

CHAINS,    Extra  strength,  fine  finish. 

TUCKER   SECOND-GROWTH   MAPLE 

RIMS    AND    GUARDS,    Fancy  color  work. 

TREBERT  FREE-WHEEL  COASTERS 

AND    BRAKES,    Positively  frictionless. 

SCHRADER  ADJUSTABLE  HANDLE- 

BARS,    with  expanding  stems. 


Every  manufacturer,   dealer  or  repair  shop  should  send  for  this  book ;  your  name  may  be  missed  on  our 
mailing  list. 

We  carry  in  our  stores  all  sizes  Angles  and  everything  complete.    Are  headquarters.    Can  fill  orders  promptly. 


56  Readc  Street,  New  York.  IVEN   BRANDENBURG  CO.,  119  Lake  St.,  Chicago.    Z 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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^%et  Another  Praise  Thee/^ 

—  The  Bible. 

Agents,    read    the    following    and    then    see    us    at    Suite    9,    Bartholdi    Hotel, 
near  the  Garden.     These  are  only  a  few  of  the  many  kind  words 

said  of  Apex  and  Corsican  : 


Apex  Wheel  Co.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Sirs  : — It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  recommend  the 
bicycle  frames  supplied  in  Corsican  wheels.  Thej'  have  given 
every  satisfaction.  Yours  very  truly, 

Bicycle  Dealer,  4184  St.  Catherine  St.,  GEO,  E.  BlaCKWELT,. 

Weslmount,  Canada. 


Apex  Whbei,  Co.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Gentlemen: — We  appreciate  very  much  the  merits  of  the  Apex 
and  Corsican  bicycles,  and  have  gained  many  new  customers  with 
them.     Hoping  to  remain. 

Yours  truly. 
Dealers  in  Bicycles  and  Sundries,  HERMAN  &  FrASCH. 

306  Hudson  Ave.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 


Apex  WheelCc,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Dear  Sirs  : — In  answer  to  your  letter,  I  would  say  there  is 
nothing  better  made  in  the  shape  of  a  bicycle  frame.  I  have 
ridden  my  wheel  over  all  kinds  of  roads  and  it  is  just  as  good  as 


when  it  came  from  the  factory,  and   I   can   handle   some   of   the 
Apex  wheels  next  year  as  they  are  all  right. 

Yours, 

Bicycle  Dealer,  Marion,  N.  Y.  X<.  M.  RiCE. 

The  Apex  Wheel  Co. 

Gentlemen  : — Referring  to  the  bicycle  frames  of  your  manu- 
facture, I  must  say  that  they  gave  excellent  satisfaction.  I  had 
no  complaints  from  customers,  nor  had  I  any  repairs  to  make. 
I  find  every  frame  to  line  up  perfectly. 

Respectfully, 
M'f'r  of  Bicycles,  Bicycle  Bells  and  Sundries.  T.  B.  MOFFATT. 

M'f  rs'  Agent  for  Sundries,  Parts  and  Fittings. 


Apex  Wheel  Co.,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Gentlemen: — In  reply  to  yours  of  the   24th  inst.,  would   say 
that  the  wheels  of  your  make  have  given  good  satisfaction,  and  in 
one  instance  there  is  a  30-inch  Corsican   wheel   ridden  by   a  one- 
hundredand-eighty-pound  man,  and  it  stands  up  first  rate. 
Dealers  in  Bicycles  and  Sundries,  Yours,  STEVENS  &  STORY. 

Enosburg  Falls,  Vermont. 


We  have  one  special  eye  and  purse   catcher,   Mr.  Agent. 

send  for  catalogue. 


See  us  or 


APEX    WHEEL    CO.,        -       2<0>  212,  214  south  Ave.,  ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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"It's  got  the  wood  where 
you  want  it,  and  hasn't  got 
it  where  you  don't  want  it." 


SOMETHING  NEW. 

"Composite  Rim." 


Fits  two  sizes  of  tires.  jt  ,^  jt 
One  Rim  for  J>^  and  l^  inch  tires. 
One  Rim  for  1)4  and  i}i  inch  tires. 
Reduces  and  simplifies  stock.  Jt  J^ 
Saves  time  and  trouble.       ^    ^     ^ 


SEE   DISPLAY. 


Iven  Brandenburg  Co.,       The  TuckCF  Bicycle  Wood  Work  Co. 


U.  S.  SELLING  AGENTS, 

CHICAGO  AND  NEW  YORK. 


URBANA,  OHIO,  U.  S.  A. 


INDEPENDENT    MAKERS    OF    MAPLE    RIMS. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


The  H.  P.  SNYDER  MFG.  CO.,  makers  of  the 


CELEBRATED 


NEWPORT 


BICYCLES, 


wish  to  announce  that  they  are  now  ready  to  talk  business  on  their  1900 
line,  which  consists  of  the  following  models: 


^poi 

"t  special,  =        =        = 

listing  at  $25.00 

(( 

Roadster, 

35.00 

(( 

Light  Roadster,    = 

40.00 

(( 

Tracl<:  Racer, 

45.00 

Our  prices  are  right,  and  we  are  not  in  the  Trust, 

H.   p.   SNYDER    MFG.   CO., 


Write  us  for  catalogues  and  discounts. 


IvIXXLE    FALLS,    N.   Y. 


Kiiadly  inention  The  Whe«l. 


v*^>^'^*l^*T* 'T' "T*  *T' ^  *^ 'T*  ^f*  ^ '^  *T' *^  ^  ^  ^f* 'I' ^ 'T' *1^  *^ '^  ^ 


•5- 
>«• 

««• 
*• 

>«• 


122 


January  25, 


^*9"9"9"%-9^9»*»-9  ••••^•••••«M#M«M««*«*>««a  -%tm-9—9-9—9*^—9^9''»9—9*^»*9**9*^—»-*-*—9"***9*'9—»*^-9»*9—9*' 


-»••«■•«•♦ 


PROSPERITY  ASSURED 


THE    COMING    SEASON 
TO    DEALERS   WHO 
SELL 


. . .  .BANNER  GAS  LAMPS 


BANNERS  have  more  merit  and  selling  points  than  all  other 
lamps  combined. 

BANNERS  always  burn  alike  on  all  roads  without  any  attention. 

BANNERS  cannot  be  overloaded  in  any  way;  they  never  balk. 

BANNERS  have  the  largest  flame,  the  largest  ground  lens,  throw- 
ing the  largest  light. 

BANNER  BRACKET,  THE  ONLY  ONE  UP  TO  DATE. 
Look  at  cut — you  adjust  it  once  to  the  desired  angle;  you  can 
then  hook  lamp  on  the  bracket  or  remove  it  any  number  of 
times;  it  does  not  change  the  angle. 

THE  MAN  WHO  KEEPS  POSTED 
WINS.  WE  CHARGE  NOTHING 
TO  POST  YOU  OUR  BOOKLET. 


IT  TELLS  ALL  ABOUT  LAMPS. 


LET'S  HAVE  YOUR  ADDRESS. 


The   Plume  &   Atwood   Manufacturing   Company, 


29  Murray  Street,  New  York. 


199  Lake  Street,  Chicago. 


Patent  applied  for. 


Kindly  mel^tion  The  Wheel. 
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Richardson 


CusWon-Frameinti-Jar.Ball-Bearing 


Roller  Skates 


ABSOLUTELY  THE  MOST  PERFECT  SKATE  EVER  PRODUCED. 

The  only  skate  in  the  world  which  carries  the  skater  on  a  vibrating  rubber  cushion,  which  eliminates  all  jar 
and  prevents  the  wearing  of  the  bearings. 

Most  simple  in  construction  of  any  skate  on  the  market,  making  cost  of  repairs  practically  nothing — a  feature 
of  importance  to  the  rink  manager. 


Elegant  in  design. 

f^^   ^^   t^^ 

Perfect  in  action. 


And  the  easiest- 
running    and    most 
noiseless  skate  in 
the  world. 


WE   ALSO   MANUFACTURE    THE   REX   PLAIN-BEARING    RINK  SKATE. 

SIX   STYLES-=PRICES  ;S2.00  to  ;$  10.00. 

Write  for  complete  catalogue  containing  testimonials  from  all  the  World's  greatest  skaters. 
Special  inducements  to  Rink  Managers  and  the  Trade, 

WANTED   TO   RENT. — Buildings  suitable  for  conducting  Roller  Rinks  in  all  cities  of  10,000  or  over.     Appropriate  rink  attractions 

and  advertising  matter  furnished. 
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ig  Kiiiilly  mention  The  \\'hce!.  Ijjl 


RICHARDSON  BALL-BEARING  SKATE  r,n.,<52-i58iaRest.. Chicago.  111.  | 
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OUR    TRIO 


••OUR  LEADER." 

It  13  not  surpassed  for  all-around  service. 


A  strictly  high-grade,  yery  light  weight  and 

resilient  tire,  especially  adapted 

for  racing  wheels. 


Mechanically  guaranteed.     A    medium-price 

tire,  much  above  the  average 

for  the  money. 


GEO. W.  NOCK, 

Philadelphia  Agent,  and 


H.  W.  COOLIDOE  &  CO., 


135  &  137  Lake  Street, 
IVIanagers  Chicago  Branch... 


Our  gfoods  and  prices  for  1900  are  now  ready. 


KOKOIVIO  RUBBER  CO.,  Kokomo,  Ind. 


Kindly  meiution  The  Wheftl. 


To  the  Bicycle  Trade : 


The  most  attractive  bicycle  novelty  of  the  season,  and  one 
that  is  commanding  immediate  endorsement  by  the  trade  and 
enthusiastic  patronage  by  all  wheelmen,  is  the  ingenious 
alarm,  Cycle  Whistle,  just  patented,  and  now  being  put  on 
the  market  by  the  Cycle  Whistle  Company. 

The  attractive  sound  made  by  this  whistle,  in  contrast  with 
the  harsh  sounds  of  bells,  makes  it  the  most  preferred  alarm 
on  the  market. 

The  whistle  is  double  acting,  whistling  at  each  end, 
making  a  continuous  sound  when  kept  in  operation  with  the  bicycle  wheel. 

This  wonderful  invention  is  readily  adjusted  to  any  bicycle,  is  simple  and  perfect 
in  construction,  with  nothing  to  get  out  of  order. 

The  whistle  is  one  and  one-quarter  inches  in  diameter  and  two  and  one-half  inches 
in  length,  and  being  made  of  nickel-plated  brass,  attractive  in  appearance,  not  only 
fills  a  long-felt  need  as  a  perfect  alarm,  but  adds  to  the  handsome  appearance  of  the 
bicycle.     That  this  whistle  will  soon  supersede  other  alarms  it  appears  quite  certain. 

To  insure  the  filling  of  orders  for  the  approaching  season,  dealers  are  advised  to  place  their  orders 
at  once  for  the  whistle,  as  we  are  now  behind  in  filling  orders,  and  there  is  every  indication  that 
we  will  be  overtaxed  in  manufacturing  a  sufficient  number  to  supply  the  demand  for  this  popular  alarm. 

CYCLE  WHISTLE  COMPANY, 

Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Rubber  Neck,    Racer. 


Rubber   Neck,   Gents'. 


Bunker    No.   17. 


Bunker    No.    16. 


No.   5. 


Rubber 

Neck  and 

Bunker 

BICYCLE 
SADDLES 

Are  the 
Best  in  the 
World. 

Send  for  Catalogue. 

The  Bunker 
Saddle  Co., 

Manufacturers  of  Saddles, 

Tool-Bags  and 

Leather  Specialties. 

63-65-67-69-71 

Milwaukee  Avenue, 

Chicago,  III. 


No.  8. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


Rubber   Neck,   Ladies' 


Rubber   Neck,   Special. 


Bunker   No.    7. 


Bunker   No.    14. 


M 
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New  York  and  Chicago,  February  i,   1900. 


Number  623. 


OF  GENERAL  INTEREST. 


MANY  topics  of  general  interest  were  discussed  in  this 
town  last  week,  and  some  of  them  seem  worthy  of 
attention  in  type.  Let  us  begin  with  the  statement  that  went 
forth  that  orders  received  by  A.  B.  C.  concerns  up  to  a  certain 
date  had  increased,  in  average,  85  per  cent  over  the  orders  of 
the  same  period  last  year.  While  The  Wheel  ascertained 
early  that  there  was  no  intention,  in  giving  publicity  to  the 
comparison,  to  do  more  than  show  the  actual  figures,  and  give 
the  business  any  impetus  possible  by  showing  the  early  and 
active  interest  of  many  retail  dealers,  still  a  mistaken  impres- 
sion got  abroad,  and  has  drawn  wastefully  upon  many  vocabu- 
laries, to  the  effect  that  the  figures  were  intended  to  indicate 
the  prospective  increase  of  total  business  for  the  season.  The 
whole  matter  begins  to  be  absolutely  noisy  in  its  absurdity, 
and  an  amusing  feature  of  it  is  that  some  who  are  most  prolific 
in  their  denunciations  of  the  A.  B.  C.  statement  are  making 
claims  quite  as  extravagant,  if  that  is  the  word  to  use,  concern- 
ing the  increase  of  their  own  business. 

Reducing  the  subject  to  something  like  common  sense,  the 
fact  is  that  every  indication  points  to  a  good,  healthy  season. 
Prosperity  is  here.  Trade  activity  is  unmistakably  early  and 
brisk.  The  promised  popularity  of  the  coaster-brake,  the 
cushion-frame,  the  chainless  gear,  adds  another  favorable 
indication.  But  none  of  the  indications,  none  of  the  trade- 
bringing  devices  will  make  it  a  50-per-cent  greater  year, 
nor  a  25-per-cent  greater  year.  If  the  trade  activity,  and 
favorable  weather  next  spring  and  summer,  and  the  me- 
chanical devices  referred  to,  so  act  upon  the  riding  public  itself 
as  to  create  a  wave  of  buying  enthusiasm,  the  total  business  of 
last  year  may  possibly  be  improved  upon  by  20  per  cent.  In 
that  event  let  everybody  concerned  be  agreeably  surprised. 
Whatever  the  weather  may  be,  we  do  not  believe  the  year  as  a 
whole  can  possibly  be  a  loser.  The  trade  activity  and  the  new 
mechanical  talking  points  should  prevent  that. 

« 

Another  fruitful  source  of  talk  last  week  was  the  compara- 
tive chances  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  and  the  independent 
makers,  and  it  is  simply  recording  common  opinion  to  say 
that,  everything  else  equal,  the  independent  manufacturer  of 
bicycles  who  is  a  capable  business  man,  not  a  mere  croupier 
who  ignorantly  rakes  in  what  happens  to  lie  before  him,  has 
to-day  a  better  opportunity  to  succeed  than  for  several  years 
past.  His  path  is  clear,  if  he  will  hold  to  it.  If  his  machines 
are  good,  his  office  methods  suitable,  his  appreciation  of  the 
value  of  advertising  in  its  various  forms  sufficient,  the  inde- 
pendent maker  who  does  not  now  succeed  in  earning  a  very 
fair  profit  upon  his  year's  investment,  and  continue  to  do  so 
liereafter,  will  be  the  victim  of  tmforescen  circumstances  or  the 
possessor  of  an  unfortunate  personality.     All  the  probabilities 


are  in  his  favor.  This  does  not  mean  that  they  are  against  the 
aggregation  of  concerns  known  as  the  American  Bicycle  Co. 
It  means  only  that  many  dealers  are  taking  on  new  lines,  for 
the  sake  of  safety,  as  they  put  it,  and  that  whatever  the  future 
of  the  A.  B.  C.  may  be,  the  opportunity  is  here  now  for  the 
intelligent  independent  maker  to  secure  and  permanently  keep 
retail  trade  which  in  the  past  has  not  been  open  to  him. 

We  do  not  anticipate  that  very  many  of  the  independents 
will  make  the  very  best  of  this  opportunity.  The  percentage 
of  people  in  a  crowd  who  rise  to  the  top  of  a  really  good  chance 
is  generally  rather  small,  and  the  history  of  the  cycle  trade 
does  not  justify  the  assumption  that  the  general  run  of  things 
is  going  to  be  upset  in  this  instance.  We  already  observe, 
with  mixed  pity  and  amusement,  evidences  of  undue  personal 
inflation,  and  we  doubt  not  that  before  long  some  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  are  now  doing  nicely  will  be  so  pufifed  up  by  the 
force  of  lucky  circumstances  that  they  will  be  quite  unable  to 
see  their  own  waistcoats.  But  there  are  others,  some  of  them 
pretty  near  the  bottom  of  the  ladder  last  year,  who  have  only 
needed  this  opportunity  and  are  already  climbing  toward  the 
top  with  celerity  and  excellent  judgment.  Some  of  these  will 
be  strong  factors  among  the  leaders  of  the  future. 

As  to  the  A.  B.  C,  what  is  said  here  may  by  no  means  be 
interpreted  as  being  official.  We  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  human  nature  is  the  same  in  that  company  as  outside  of 
it,  and  that  the  people  most  interested  in  the  fortunes  of  the 
A.  B.  C.  are  sensitive  about  discussion  of  the  affairs  of  their 
company.  But  The  Wheel  travels  the  high  middle  path,  and 
is  as  free  to  talk  about  A.  B.  C.  matters  in  a  fair  spirit  as  about 
the  afifairs  of  other  factors  in  the  trade.  It  is  the  avowed  inten- 
tion of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  to  control  the  cycle  trade  of 
this  country — -of  the  world,  in  fact.  No  secret  is  made  of  this 
intention,  and  despite  such  untoward  circumstances  as  have 
surrounded  the  development  of  the  company,  it  is  a  fact  that 
the  men  who  are  responsible  for  factory  management  and  the 
selling  of  goods  are  working  together  with  harmony  amount- 
ing to  eagerness,  and  if  the  desired  result  is  not  attained  it  will 
not  be  through  lack  of  energy  on  their  part.  They  are  paying 
no  attention  to  the  various  handicaps  which  the  process  of 
evolution  has  placed  in  the  company's  path.  Those  are  obsta- 
cles for  the  president,  secretary,  treasurer  and  board  of  direc- 
tors to  wrestle  with. 

« 

It  was  said  during  last  week  that  A.  B.  C.  salesmen  are  hav- 
ing a  not  altogether  salubrious  time  of  it.  Probably  not.  They 
are  the  fellows  who  must  meet  the  public,  and  the  dealers  who 
sell  directly  to  the  public.  They  have  been  obliged  to  lose 
considerable  valuable  time  in  meeting  questions  about  trusts 
in  general,  and  about  this  combination  or  trust  in  particular. 
They  have  had  to  parry  queries  as  to  why  this  machine  was 
given  a  subordinate  position  in  the  group  headed  by  that  ma- 
chine, what  the  prospect  is  of  this,  that  or  the  other  coucrrn 
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being  continued  permanently  by  the  company,  and  so  on. 
Travelers  for  independent  concerns  are  doing  all  they  can,  by 
way  of  more  or  less  sympathetic  suggestion  to  the  dealer,  to 
make  life  a  hard  and  uninteresting  struggle  for  the  travelers 
who  are  their  A.  B.  C.  competitors.  They  are  telling  about  the 
many  lines  the  A.  B.  C.  man  has  to  carry,  the  pay  he  is  prob- 
ably receiving,  and  in  every  other  way  possible  are  trying  to 
provide  him  and  his  interests  with  a  softly  upholstered  coffin. 
But  this  sort  of  thing  will  not  endure.  By  and  by  the  A.  B.  C. 
traveler,  and  the  company  he  travels  for,  will  be  thoroughly 
understood,  and  will  be  accepted  at  actual  worth  where  there 
is  question  now.  Combinations  force  some  travelers  out  of 
work  and  make  martyr-like  pioneers  of  others,  but  combina- 
tions are  logical,  are  formed  and  maintained  by  the  will  of  the 
buying  mass  of  people,  and  the  traveling  salesman  whose  work 
is  made  harder  by  industrial  evolution  has  no  greater  call  to 
cry  out  than  has  the  railway  conductor,  the  motor-man,  the 
newspaper  man,  the  physician.  The  traveling  salesman,  if  he 
will  only  consider  the  matter  rightly,  has  in  many  respects 
been  a  high-rolling  individual,  and  he  must  learn  to  take  a  bit 
of  bitter  with  the  sweet.     Nevertheless,  he  has  everybody's 

sincere  sympathy. 

* 

Various  theories  were  advanced  as  to  why  the  name  Ameri- 
can Bicycle  Co.  is  made  so  prominent  in  A.  B.  C.  advertising, 
and  on  A.  B.  C.  letter-heads,  and  on  A.  B.  C.  bicycles.  That, 
as  Mr.  Richard  Croker  would  say,  is  evidently  "private  busi- 
ness." The  plan  must  have,  to  the  absolute  knowledge  of 
those  who  are  responsible  for  the  fact,  certain  marked  advan- 
tages. It  has  been  guessed  that  the  plan  afifords  immunity 
against  possible  legislation,  which  would  not  be  the  case  if  the 
existence  of  the  central  company  were  subordinated  to  that  of 
the  individual  concerns  in  the  company.  It  has  been  further 
guessed  that  this  and  the  name  itself  give  the  company  a 
stronger  standing  in  those  marts  where  money  is  bought,  bor- 
rowed and  sold.  It  has  been  guessed  that  in  the  course  of 
time,  certain  results  having  been  obtained  by  the  process  of 


subordination  and  subsequent  elimination,  the  names  of  the 
concerns  ultimately  strong  in  the  bicycle  market  will  be  more 
vigorously  thrust  forward  and  the  name  of  the  parent  concern 
rather  pushed  into  the  background.  But  all  of  these  are 
guesses.  Everybody  is  privileged  to  guess,  and  to  guess  again. 
Those  who  are  doing  the  least  guessing  and  paying  the  strict- 
est attention  to  securing  and  keeping  good  new  business  are 
following  the  best  course.  Some  day  the  motives  underlying 
the  public  moves  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  will  be  as  plain 
as  day.  Perhaps  by  the  time  another  cycle  show  arrives  the 
corridor  talk  will  be  much  more  definite  than  it  is  to-day. 

« 

This  paper  told  last  week  of  the  election  of  R.  L.  Coleman 
to  the  A.  B.  C.  presidency,  and  spoke  of  the  relation  of  that 
office  to  the  chairmanship  of  the  Executive  Board,  occupied 
by  Colonel  Albert  A.  Pope.  Self-appointed  mentors  insist, 
however,  that  there  is  no  harmony  between  the  interests  repre- 
sented by  these  two  gentlemen.  In  the  hope  that  profitless  gos- 
sip of  this  sort  may  be  minimized.  The  Wheel  ventures  to 
suggest  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  those  interests  have  so  much 
in  common  that  anything  but  harmony  between  them  would 
be  impossible,  even  if  the  men  themselves  were  not  in  accord. 
Unquestionably,  the  selection  of  Mr.  Coleman  as  president 
was  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  heaviest  interests  involved,  in- 
cluding the  Wall  Street  interests,  and  any  moves  he  may 
make,  as  time  progresses,  in  general  policy,  expenditure,  re- 
trenchment, reorganization,  or  in  any  other  direction,  will  un- 
doubtedly be  in  behalf  of,  and  under  the  control  or  sanction  of, 
the  mutual  interests.  This  much  may  be  added  here  to  what 
has  previously  been  said  of  Mr.  Coleman's  administrative 
ability:  He  knows  how  to  select  men,  and  how  to  secure  re- 
sults through  them,  instead  of  doing  their  work  for  them. 
This  was  shown  in  the  management  of  the  enormous  Western 
Wheel  Works  interests.  By  having  the  right  lieutenants  in 
the  East  and  West,  Mr.  Coleman  was  able,  metaphorically,  to 
sit  on  the  fence  and  whittle — and  that  is  about  all  the  adminis- 
trator of  a  great  enterprise  should  do. 


NEWS  OF  CANADA'S  BICYCLE  COMBINE. 


■During  the  New  York  cycle  show  a 
Wheel  man  had  a  pleasant  interview  with 
President  Evans,  of  the  National  Cycle  & 
Automobile  Co.,  the  Canadian  "bicycle  trust," 
so  called,  which  is  being  opposed  by  the 
Canadian  off-shoot  of  the  A.  B.  C.  Mr. 
Evans  talked  very  interestingly  about  his  con- 
cern's prospects,  and  as  he  is  a  practical 
man,  being  formerly  of  the  Evans  &  Dodge 
Bicycle  Co.,  of  Windsor,  his  experience  will 
serve  him  in  good  stead  as  president  of  the 
new  company. 

Mr.  Evans  spoke  enthusiastically  about 
Canadian  prospects,  and  not  the  least  of  his 
hopes  is  centred  in  the  duplicating  of  the 
Toronto  plant  at  Ham.ilton,  which  plant  will 
use  the  Niagara  Falls  electric  power,  and,  in 
a  large  measure,  prevent  labor  disputes,  and 
will,  Mr.  Evans  thinks,  be  a  good  thing  both 
for  labor  and  for  the  company.  In  case  any- 
thing goes  wrong  with  the  Toronto  plant, 
the  one  at  Hamilton  will  be  running,  and  it 
is  in  Toronto  where  trouble  will  come,  if 
anywhere. 

In  speaking  of  the  stores  the  company  will 
open,  Mr.  Evans  said  that  there  would  prob- 
ably be  quite  a  number  in  the  large  cities, 
and  that  the  company  will  not  confine  their 


line  to  any  one  agent,  but  will  have  several 
agents  in  the  various  cities,  which  will  give 
a  semblance  of  competition.  In  every  city, 
however,  the  company  will  have  an  official 
repair  shop,  where  all  repair  work  from  the 
stores  must  go,  so  that  it  will  keep  the  sales 
stores  clean  and  free  from  the  objections 
which  repairing  entails.  There  is  another 
\iew  to  this.  When  a  salesman  is  selling  a 
bicycle,  and  declaring  that  it  is  simply  per- 
fect in  construction  and  won't  break,  he  will 
not  be  confronted  with  a  person  bringing  in 
a  broken  bicycle  for  repairs.  This  difficulty 
has  sometimes  been  a  terror  to  salesmen. 

Fauber  Remains  in  New  York. 

During  the  Show  it  was  known  to  be  W.  H. 
Fauber's  intention  to  remain  in  New  York 
for  some  days  on  a  matter  the  nature  of  which 
was  not  known  even  to  those  closely  asso- 
ciated with  him. 

Freiglit  Rates  Advanced. 

It  is  understood  that  bicycles  are  included 
in  the  number  of  articles  upon  which  freight 
rates  have  been  advanced  in  the  Eastern  and 
Western    traffic    associations.     The    Southern 


Association  also  has  a  new  tariff,  which  goes 
into  effect  February  1.  A  Wheel  man  was 
informed  by  one  of  the  roads  in  that  associa- 
tion, however,  that  no  increase  has  been  made 
on  bicycles. 

Pelot  Wants  an  Enamel  Maker. 

In  the  New  York  "Herald"  of  last  Mon- 
day appeared  the  following  "help  wanted" 
advertisement: 

ENAMEL  maker  wanted;  good  grinder  and  mi.xer 
for  baking  enamels;  must  thoroughly  understand 
making  black  baking  japan;  good  Chicago  opening  for 
right  man;  give  experience,  age  and  reference.  W. 
C.   Pelot,  343  Washington.   Chicago. 

Mr.  Pelot  is  connected  with  Morgan  & 
Wright,  who  now  sell  enamels  made  by  oth- 
ers, and  who  now,  apparently,  contemplate 
making   the   enamels   themselves. 

Mechanical  Fabric  Will  Go  In. 

It  now  appears  that  while  there  has  been  a 
hitch  in  the  deal  between  the  Rubber  Goods 
Mfg.  Co.  and  the  Mechanical  Fabric  Co.,  of 
Providence,  the  latter  concern  is  quite  cer- 
tain to  become  a  member  of  the  Rubber 
Goods  Company. 

New  Morgan  &  Wright  Tire. 

Morgan  &  Wright  have  produced  a  thread- 
fabric  tire,  and  the  rumor  is  that  they  intend 
placing  it  on  the  market  at  a  price  slightly  be- 
low that  of  the  Palmer.  It  is  a  double-tube 
tire. 


1900. 
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THIS  BOTTOM  BRACKET, 

SAYS  MR.  PARRISH,  OF  CLEVELAND,  WILL  NOT  INTRUDE 
UPON  THE  CLAIMS  OF  THE  SMITH  -  OWEN  PATENT,  BUT  HE 
IS  NOT   READY   TO   DESCRIBE   THE  DEVICE  IN    DETAIL. 


The  Wheel  was  informed  sometime  ago 
that  Parrish  &  Bingham,  of  Cleveland,  con- 
templated marketing  a  bo'ttom  bracket  which 
would  not  infringe  upon  any  existing  bottom- 
bracket  construction.  At  that  time,  however, 
Mr.  Parrish  was  unwilling  that  any  publicity 
be  given  the  matter.  He  now  states  that  it 
has  been  decided  to  place  the  article  on  the 
market,  but  he  is  still  un-willing  to  give  out 
the  details  of  construction.  It  is  known  to  be 
a  stamping.  A  complete  set  of  fittings  will 
be  furnished  with  it.  The  prices  are  to  be 
low,  and  bracket  and  fittings  are  to  be  differ- 
ent from  anything  now  on  the  market.  It  is 
understood  that  another  Ohio  concern  con- 
templates marketing  a  device  similar,  in  a 
general  way,  to  the  Parrish   &  Bingham  device. 

Just  how  it  is  proposed  to  avoid  infringing 
upon  the  claims  of  the  Smith-Owen  patent  is 
a  matter  of  conjecture.  An  attorney,  who  de- 
clines to  be  identified,  volunteers  the  follow- 
ing story:  "In  the  Smith  patent  the  entire 
bracket,  which  contains  the  bearings,  is  built 


into  and  is  a  part  of  the  frame.  Perhaps  it  is 
intended  to  avoid  this  provision  by  having 
the  bearings  in  a  box  and  entirely  separate 
from  the  bracket.  This  is  done  in  a  number 
of  tandems,  in  which  the  forward  hanger  is 
eccentric,  and  is  also  done  in  some  well- 
known  single  machines,  as,  for  instance,  the 
Stover  and  the  White.  In  the  latter  the  box 
is  screwed  together  in  the  center,  and  can  be 
drawn  out'  as  one  piece  by  loosening  the 
bolts  at  the  bottom  of  the  bracket.  In  the 
Stover  the  box  is  one  piece,  and  there  is  a 
slot  in  the  bottom  of  the  bracket,  through 
which  the  entire  crank-hanger,  cranks  and  all, 
can  be  drawn  out.  It  might  also  be  quite  pos- 
sible to  join  the  frame  tubes  at  the  bottom 
with  a  forged  or  stamped  connection,  and 
provide  this  connection  with  straps  by  which 
to  hold  fast  the  crank-hanger  box." 

In  any  event  the  Parrish  &  Bingham  peo- 
ple are  conservative,  and  their  statement  that 
they  intend  to  market  a  new  device  is  worthy 
of  serious  attention. 


S0L4R  UMP  PRICE  AGREEMENT  WITH  JOBBERS. 


The  Badger  Brass  Mfg.  Co.,  makers  of  the 
celebrated  Solar  lamps,  announce  that  begin- 
ning with  January  22,  1900,  the  Solar  bicycle 
lamp  will  be  sold  to  the  trade  by  jobbers  at 
a  fixed  trade  price.  The  company  has  made 
an  arrangement  with  jobbers  by  which  the 
latter  wil'l  sell  at  not  less  than  this  price. 
The   stipulations   are: 

First — No  greater  cash  discount  to  be  al- 
lowed than  2  per  cent. 

Second — No  allowance  on  other  goods  that 
could  be  considered  equivalent  to  a  cut  on 
these  lamps. 

Third — All  quotations  at  less  than  fixed 
price  to  be  withdrawn. 


Fourth — Sworn  statement  to  be  furnished 
to  Badger  Brass  Mfg.  Co.  at  any  time  called 
for,  that  these  stipulations  have  been  adhered 
to. 

The  object  of  this  new  policy  is  to  prevent 
price-cutting  and  insure  to  jobbers  and  to 
the  retail  trade  a  profit  on  the  Solar  lamp. 
As  long  as  jobbers  were  in  position  to  sell 
the  Solar  at  any  price,  the  retail  trade  was 
never  sure  that  it  was  buying  the  lamp  at 
the  bottom  price,  and  this  state  of  affairs  re- 
sulted in  dealers  selling  the  lamps  so  close 
that  they  were  inclined  to  complain  about 
the  small  profit.  The  fact  is,  dealers  have 
complained  loudly  about  lamp  profits,  of  late. 


Protection  for  the  Dealer. 

Under  the  above  caption  Mr.  Southwick, 
well  known  to  al]  who  know  the  New  De- 
parture Bell  Co.,  submits  the  following  ar- 
ticle, to  the  logic  of  which  The  Wheel  sub- 
scribes freely,  only  making  the  point  that  a 
small  or  new  concern  may  be  a  good  con- 
cern: 

In  the  pre=;ent  times  of  sharp  competition  it  is  but 
a  policy  of  prudence  for  the  manufacturer  to  in  every 
possible  way  protect  the  dealer  and  his  customer 
from  unscrupulous  competition  by  infringements  and 
cheap   imitations. 

Much  space  is  taken,  at  the  present  time  in  the  ex- 
ploiting of  warnings  and  intimations  of  trouble  on 
account  of  patent  matters,  and  it  has  reached  the 
point  that  the  dealer  is  seriously  considering  in  many 
cases,  "where  am  I  at,"  as  it  not  infrequently  hap- 
pens that  in  the  struggle  among  manufacturers  to 
maintain  -their  rights,  real  or  fancied,  the  innocent 
dealer  becomes  the  real  object  for  the  legal  missiles. 
The  multiplicity  of  warnings  and  threatenings,  though 
usually  clouded  by  intricate  and  non-committal 
phrases,  often  deter  some  less  experienced  dealers 
from  handling  a  line  in  which  there  is  good  profit, 
frequently  causing  quite  a  loss  on  the  season's  busi- 
ness. 

Tn  such  circumstances  there  is  one  way  in  which 
the    dealer   can    always   be    fissured    of   true    protection 


and  freedom  from  unpleasant  consequences  due  to 
interruptions  to  his  business.  That  way  is  to  form 
connections  with  none  but  the  largest  and  best 
makers,  whose  long  experience  and  high  reputation 
will  always  constitute  the  best  possible  guarantee  of 
ample  and  complete  protection  to  its  customers.  In- 
stances are  on  record  where  a  new  concern,  with 
small  resources  and  smaller  conscience,  has,  by  these 
questionable  method's,  succeeded  for  a  time  in  creat- 
ing some  consternation  among  dealers,  but  it  will  be 
found,  when  the  real  test  comes,  that  the  dealers  who 
cast  their  lot  with  the  older  and  solid  concerns  are 
the  ones  to  reap  the  reward  of  their  loyalty,  while 
those  who  allowed  their  fears  to  influence  their  ac- 
tions, to  be  influenced  by  the  representations  of  new 
concerns  seeking  to  profit  by  the  reputation  and 
brains  of  the  pioneers,  will  find  themselves  in  an 
unenviable   position.  F.    A.    Southwick. 

Snell  Did  Big  Business. 

An  exhibit  at  the  Show  which,  for  actual 
results  in  the  way  of  sales,  was  one  of  the 
most  effective  in  the  Garden,  was  that  of  the 
Snell  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  of  Toledo,  O.,  and 
which  was  under  the  management  of  John  S. 
Leng's  Son,  the  New  York  representative. 

The  1900  line  of  the  Snell  Company  consists 
of  ten  models  listing  at  from  $30  to  $60,  the 
latter  being  the  price  of  model  44,  known  as 


the  Snell  racer.  This  machine  weighs 
but  19  pounds,  has  a  V  handle-bar, 
flush  joint  connections,  IJ  inch  tubing.  If  inch 
head,  fiat  rear  stays  and  a  wheel  base  of  42| 
inches.  Models  40,  41,  46  and  47  have  eccen- 
tric chain  adjusters,  doing  away  with  all  pro- 
truding^ screws,  and  are  also  filled  with  lock- 
nut  adjustments.  Models  41  and  47,  which 
are  the  women's  wheels,  have  double-drop 
frames  of  a  graceful  and  attractive  design. 

The  crank-hanger  used  on  the  Snell  wheels 
has  cranks  and  axle  of  drop-forged  steel  care- 
fully tempered.  The  bearing  parts  are  turned 
from  solid  bar  steel,  hardened  in  oil  and 
ground  to  secure  extreme  accuracy.  The  hubs 
are  fitted  with  ball  retainers  and  felt  washers, 
and  are  absolutely  dust  proof.  The  firm  gives 
options  on  seven  saddles  and  five  makes  of 
tires,  and  when  desired  fits  the  Morrow  auto- 
matic coaster  and  brake  to  any  of  the  models. 


A  Warning  to  the  Inventor. 

Intending  exhibitors  at  the  Paris  Exposi- 
tion will  do  well  to  protect  their  inventions 
by  means  of  foreign  patents  before  sending 
their  devices,  for  international  expositions 
have  always  offered  a  splendid  opportunity 
for  unscrupulous  imitators  of  new  devices  and 
inventions  to  pirate  them  if  they  are  not 
covered  by  foreign  patents,  says  "Scientific 
American."  It  is  also  believed  that  trade- 
marks will  be  infringed  in  the  future  as  in  the 
past.  The  Parisian  "Inventors'  Academy"  is 
also  attempting  to  do  an  unusually  large  busi- 
ness, and  there  are  so  many  pitfalls  arranged 
for  the  inventor  that  it  would  be  well  before 
making  contracts  of  any  kind  to  make  sure 
of  the  standing,  financial  and  otherwise,  of 
the  firms  which  are  to  attend  to  American 
exhibits.  The  United  States  Commission 
will  undoubtedly  be  glad  to  give  information 
on  this  point. 

The  C.  T.  P.  A.  Meeting. 

The  conference  between  members  of  the 
Cycle  Trades  Protective  Association,  last 
Thursday,  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel,  this 
city,  was  reported  in  The  Wheel  last  week. 
The  conference  was  resumed  on  Friday.  A 
leading  member  said:  "There  really  was  not 
much  of  anything  done.  It  was  simply  to 
talk  over  matters  informally,  with  members 
of  the  Association  and  prospective  members." 

W.  H.  Crosby,  head  of  the  Crosby  &  May- 
er business,  in  Buffalo,  and  treasurer  of  the 
C.  T.  P.  A.,  was  laid  up  at  the  hotel  most 
of  Thursday  and  Friday. 


Ate  Poisoned  Sandwiches. 

Messrs.  Miles,  Barrett,  Blackman,  Guyler 
and  Wetmore,  of  "Cycle  Age,"  ate  some  sand- 
wiches in  New  York  City  last  Monday  which 
made  all  but  Guyler  and  Wetmore  very  ill. 
Mr.  Miles  was  particularly  sick  next  morning. 


A  Shelby  Tube  Plant  Closed. 

Hartford,  Conn.,  Jan.  31. — The  Shelby  Steel 
Tube  Co.  will  close  its  plant  here  on  Saturday 
for  a  month  or  six  weeks  to  permit  extensive 
alterations. 

Cycle  Works  in  Operation. 

Marshall,  Mich.,  Jan.  22.— The  Royal  Cy- 
cle Works  started  operations  for  the  season 
this  morning,  with  A.  E.  Bacon  as  manager. 
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No.  148. 


No.  166. 


No.  46. 


No.  76. 


No.  144. 


No.   146. 


Brown  B. 


NOT  BY 
FAITH  ALONE 


Saddles  are  not  always  what  they  seem. 
A  fair  outside  may  conceal  a  rocky  interior. 
A  reputation  for  good  saddle  making  inspires 
faith. 

A  manufacturer  might  trade  on  a  former  good 
reputation  and  go  to  making  poor  saddles. 

Don't  take  saddles  on  faith  only. 

Put  your  knife  into  them  and  see  what's 
inside. 

Ours  among  the  rest. 

If  you  haven't  a  knife,  we'll  lend  you  ours. 

What  we  would  impress  upon  you  is, 
GET  AT  THE  INSIDE  FACTS. 

American  Saddle  Co.'s  saddles  are  what  they 
seem.  

We  are  paying  special  attention  to  Tool-Bags; 
we  have  improved  our  whole  line  and  are 
having  an  enormous  demand  for  them. 

Haven't  you  had  our  Catalogues  yet? 
They  were  ready  three  months  ago. 
SEND  FOR  THEM. 

AMERICAN 

SADDLE 
COMPANY, 

ELYRIA, 
OHIO. 


No.  153  A. 


No.   158. 


No.  47. 


No.  77. 


BroTm  D. 
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TTlieeler  Extra. 


Wheeler  Cork  Top. 


Kindly  roentioa  The  WliacL 


1900. 
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THE  ONLY  WAY. 


THE  object  of  a  trade  paper  is  to  print  things  which  will 
advance  the  interests  of  the  trade  to  which  it  is  devoted. 

To  do  this  it  must  be  unbiased,  unprejudiced  and  unpur- 
chasable.  It  must  serve  the  wliole  trade  every  time,  all  the 
time. 

A  paper  which  is  bound,  tied  or  subsidized,  and  which  prints, 
distorts  or  omits  facts  to  the  advantage  of  its  master,  or  mas- 
ters, is  simply  dishonest. 

No  paper,  working  under  a  subsidy  or  existing  under  a 
private  financial  arrangement,  can  ever  work  into  a  permanent 
success.  Such  a  paper  is  necessarily  rotten — no  other  word 
will  do.  It  eventually  must  go  to  the  wall.  It  is  the  deeply 
rooted  belief  of  the  publishers  of  this  paper  that  subsidy  and 
private  purchase  means  certain  death. 

Believing  this,  The  Wheel  has,  in  its  fifteen  years,  been 
absolutely  foot-free.  No  organization,  no  man  in  the  cycle 
trade,  can  state  with  truth  that  The  Wheel  ever  served  its  or 
his  interests  at  the  expense  of  the  trade  as  a  whole. 

The  Wheel  has  always  been  a  success.  No  merchant,  ex- 
cept a  fool  merchant,  will  fool  with  a  good  thing. 

* 

People  who  know  the  head  and  front  of  the  American  Bicy- 
cle Co.  know  the  supreme  contempt  he  has  for  the  super-ser- 
viceable and  the  subservient.  He  would  scorn  private  service 
on  the  part  of  this  paper,  just  as  we  would  scorn  to  of¥er  it. 

* 

Our  trade  policy  is  fixed.  It  is  this :  We  believe  that  the  Amer- 
ican Bicycle  Co.,  putting  into  the  scale-pans  all  the  factors  that 
make  for  its  success  and  all  the  other  factors  which  mean 
complexity  and  difificulty,  has  no  better  chance  of  doing  more 
business  than  has  any  other  cycle-making  concern,  taking  cap- 
ital for  capital  and  proportion  for  proportion.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary to  print  details.  Thinkers  know  them.  On  these  details 
the  above  belief  is  based. 


There  are  in  this  trade  many  concerns  outside  the  American 

Bicycle  Co.  who  think  exactly  as  we  do,  and  who  are  success- 
fully minding  their  own  business.  There  is  another  class  who 
altogether  magnify  this  algebraic  x  of  the  bicycle  trade,  and 
their  nervous  interest  in  its  goings  and  comings  betray  fear, 
weakness  and  incompetency — nothing  else. 

* 

The  pages  of  The  Wheel  are  open  at  any  time  and  at  all 
times  to  any  person  vitally  interested  in  cycling.  We  will 
gladly  publish  any  authenticated  facts  which  will  prove  that 
the  American  Bicycle  Co.  is  injuring,  or  restraining,  or  coerc- 
ing trade.  We  will  gladly  publish  any  facts  that  would  prove 
that  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  is  guilty  of  any  methods  other 
than  those  which  are  practiced  by  any  honest  merchandiser. 

* 

But  please  remember  that,  while  we  have  space  unlimited 
for  fact,  we  haven't  even  a  line  to  spare  for  irresponsible 
rumor,  or  for  the  squawk  of  the  bird  who  roosts  on  the  twang- 
ing wires  of  the  grape-vine  telegraph. 


TICKET  YOUR  GOODS. 


THE  manufacturer  of  a  very  good  and  very  inexpensive  lug- 
gage carrier  complained  to  The  Wheel,  the  other  day, 
of  the  practice  of  dealers  of  placing  small  articles  on  the 
shelves.  Finding  that  this  practice  injured  the  sale  of  his 
goods,  he  got  up  a  little  placard  concerning  his  carrier,  invit- 
ing the  rider  to  ask  to  see  it.  These  placards  were  willingly 
hung  up  by  dealers,  and  the  sales  of  the  luggage  carrier  have 
increased  very  considerably,  in  consequence. 

What  can  be  done  with  luggage  carriers  can  be  done  with 
other  things.  Why  is  it  that  department  stores  succeed? 
Why  is  it  that  some  stores  succeed  so  much  better  than  others? 
It  is  because  they  do  not  believe  in  hiding  their  lights  under 
a  bushel.  It  is  because  they  exhibit  the  goods  which  they  have 
to  sell.  It  is,  in  brief,  because  they  carry  out  the  simplest 
principle  of  advertising,  and  that  is  to  attract  attention  to  that 
which  they  have  for  sale. 


NEW  SELLING  EACTORS. 


IT  appears  to  be  very  generally  believed  that  the  coaster- 
brake  will  be  as  great  an  influence  as  any  in  con- 
tinuing cycling  interest,  and  that  the  cushion-frame  will 
rank  next,  and  be  equal  in  potency  to  the  chainless 
gear.  From  conversations  with  many  people  in  the  trade 
during  Show  week,  The,  Wheel  is  persuaded  that,  par- 
ticularly in  the  larger  cities,  where  there  are  many  influences 
to  divert  interest  from  cycling  or  any  other  single  pastime,  the 
coaster-brake  will  have  a  marked  influence.  IMany  riders  will 
undoubtedly  use  it  this  season,  and  their  enthusiasm  will  result 
in  a  very  general  adoption  of  the  new  device  next  season.  The 
fact  that  it  can  be  fitted  to  old  machines  will  in  a  measure  hin- 
der the  sale  of  new  wheels,  but  experience  shows  that  the  aver- 
age rider,  if  he  can  afiford  it,  prefers  an  entirely  new  mount, 
even  if  it  greatly  resembles  in  detail  his  old  machine. 

This  tendency  will  be  augmented,  we  believe,  by  recognition 
of  the  unquestionable  merit  of  the  cushion-frame  as  it  is  now 
constructed.  Such  a  frame  is  in  every  respect  as  neat  as  the 
so-called  rigid  frame,  and  actually  gives  to  the  rider  more 
rigidity  or  steadiness  of  position,  without  decreasing  speed. 
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Tile-  iiiconiiiig-  of  llic  piK'unialic  lire  gave  to  the  spring-frame 
idea  a  serious  set-back,  and  the  idea  as  formerly  then  pro- 
jected had  serious  mechanical  and  artistic  faults  of  its  own; 
but  the  new  cushion-frame,  combining  as  it  does  a  flat  and 
spiral  metal  spring  and  a  cushion  of  air  in  the  spring-tube,  is 
a  great  improvement  over  the  old  forms,  and  unquestionably 
supplies  that  steadiness  of  riding  which  the  pneumatic  tire 
alone  does  not  yield. 

As  to  the  chainless  gear,  it  will  add  another  incentive  to  the 
prospective  buyer,  this  season  and  next,  but  in  selling  potency 
we  now  regard  it  as  of  secondary  importance  to  the  other  de- 
vices. Happily,  the  three  ideas  can  be  and  are  effectually  com- 
bined in  one  machine. 


At  the  New  Orleans  races — not  bicycle,  but  horse  races — on  Thurs- 
day of  last  week,  Jimmy  Michael,  the  Welsh  Rarebit,  finished  a  win- 
ner in  the  second  race  with  Doctor  Fanning.  He  didn't  ride  himself. 
but  had  Odom  up. — Daily  paper. 

SO  the  Welsh  Rarebit  seems  to  be  coming  on  in  the  horse- 
racing  world.  This  reminds  us  of  the  way  of  the  world. 
When  Michael  dropped  the  sport  of  cycling  and  tried  jockey- 
ing, all  the  world  laughed.  When  Michael  didn't  between  two 
moons  develop  into  another  Sloan,  all  the  world  blamed.  Re- 
ports, however,  from  the  race-tracks  indicate  that  the  little  fel- 
low who  was  so  tenacious  in  following  pace  is  equally  plucky 
in  following  his  new  business.  Already  he  is  beginning  to  win 
as  an  owner,  and  later  on  we  may  expect  to  see  him  do  some 
big  work  as  a  jockey.  Sloan  was  nosing  around  the  stables 
for  fifteen  years  before  he  attracted  any  attention.  The  way 
Michael  is  going  about  his  business  is  the  only  way. 

AT  the  Show  was  a  man  who  at  one  time  cut  a  big  figure  in 
the  bicycle  trade,  who  went  down  and  hadn't  nerve 
enough  to  recover.  As  a  shrewd  human  nature  observer  said, 
he  is  now  in  the  what's-the-use  class.  Unless  something  re- 
kindles his  nerve,  he  will  pass  into  the  where-am-I-at  class, 
which  will  prepare  him  for  the  final  step  into  the  also-ran  class. 
Men  like  this  should  remember  that  there  is  nothing  more  fal- 
lacious than  the  saying,  "There  is  a  tide  in  the  affairs  of  men," 
etc.  Every  hour  of  life  has  an  opportunity  for  those  willing  to 
grasp  it. 

LEADERS  of  the  New  York  Division,  L.  A.  W.,  want  the 
national  treasury  to  receive  a  smaller  proportion  of  the 
income  from  members,  and  at  the  same  time  to  pay  more  for 
the  publication  of  the  official  organ.  The  New  York  Division 
has  never  lacked  impracticable  selfishness.  The  effort  of  its 
leaders  to  secure  proxies  in  this  matter  should  fail.  Let  the 
questions  be  threshed  out  in  the  Assembly. 

A  MAN  who  knows,  speaking  of  success,  says  brains  are 
nothing.  You  can  hire  plenty  of  brains.  The  neces- 
sary factors  are  nerve,  enterprise  and  economy.  Given  these, 
a  man  endowed  with  them  will  eventually  be  able  to  hire  all 
the  brains  he  may  need. 

NO  delegate  should  go  to  the  National  Assembly  of  the 
L.  A.  W.  prepared  to  vote  for  any  man  or  any  measure 
At  this  time,  of  all  times,  the  meeting  should  be  a  deliberative 
assembly,  and  no  verdicts  should  be  rendered  until  the  facts 
are  in  evidence. 

V.XRIOUS  excuses  are  offered  for  various  make-shift  re- 
ports of  the  Show.     Experience  has  shown  us  that  our 
method,  while  it  entails  the  greatest  use  of  labor  and  space,  is 


most  satisfactory  to  all  interests — to  the  manufacturer  who  has 
goods  to  sell,  to  the  jobber,  dealer  and  rider  who  niav  want  to 
buy,  and  to  all  who  are  interested  in  the  mechanical  and  statis- 
tical features  of  the  business. 

WHILE  English  society  has  ceased  to  be  cycling  crazy, 
there  are  more  riders  in  lungland  than  ever.  The  Cy- 
clists' Touring  Club  has  increased  its  membership  to  about 
60,000,  mainly  by  the  accession  of  women  riders. 

AUTOMOBILISM  will  work  some  changes  in  language. 
A  Michigan  professor,  owner  of  the  ac|uatic  name  (jf 
Herring,  has  produced  a  motor-cycle  which  he  calls  an  "au- 
tomobike." 

DEALERS  and  riders  in  every  town  should  do  what  they 
can,  in  every  way,  to  have  the  theft  of  a  bicycle  made 
grand  larceny  by  law. 

EVOLITION  or  THE  BICYCLE. 

As  Seen  by  the  "Washington  Star." 


Twelve  or  fifteen  years  ago  there  began  a  remarkable  race  in  the 
development  of  the  bicycle.  It  was  recognized  that  the  old-fashioned 
form,  the  high  or  "upright''  wheel  was  unsafe  for  the  average  rider,  and 
an  efifort  was  made  by  inventors  to  devise  a  machine  so  low  that  the 
rider  would  not  fall  far  in  an  accident  and  that  he  could  mount  it  with 
ease  and  safety.  Several  ungainly  devices  were  planned  and  used  for 
a  time  and  then  the  evolution  of  the  modern  safety  bicycle  began  in 
earnest.  Before  long  the  principle  of  equal  sized  wheels,  with  the  rider 
sitting  a  little  back  of  the  middle,  was  adopted  as  most  conducive  to 
speed,  power  and  safety.  The  early  attempts  to  produce  this  type  of 
wheel  had  suffered  because  of  a  lack  of  suitable  power  transmission  de- 
vices.    The  development  of  the  woman's  safety  followed  immediately. 

As  soon  as  the  plan  of  direct  pedaling  was  abandoned  the  troubles 
of  the  inventors  and  makers  began.  But  gradually  the  chain  and 
sprocket  were  perfected  until  it  was  found  that  the  safety  wheel  was 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  economical  in  power  transmission  as  the 
old  direct  pedal  wheel.  But  there  were  disadvantages.  Dirt  clogged 
the  links  and  the  chain  lost  its  flexibility  with  a  little  use.  This  led  to 
the  perfection  of  the  bevel-gear,  which  was  one  of  the  'most  marked 
advances  in  recent  years. 

In  the  matter  of  bearings  the  inventors  made  a  great  advance  early. 
They  soon  abandoned  the  old  style  hub,  with  a  steel  rod  bearing  upon 
a  steel  sleeve,  causing  a  maximum  of  friction,  and  began  to  work  upon 
rolling  bearings.  Cones  were  first  used  at  the  bearing  points,  but  with 
little  success,  for  the  edges  of  the  cone  bases  broke  and  caused  a  de- 
structive grit.  Then  came  balls,  giving  the  approximately  perfect,  fric- 
tionless  bearing.  Later  changes  only  affected  the  method  of  setting 
the  balls  and  preparing  the  grooves  and  channels. 

Tires,  too,  went  through  several  phases  of  change,  from  the  first 
wooden  rims  to  hard  rubber;  then  to  the  slightly  hollowed  "cushion," 
finally  to  the  pneumatic  or  air-blown  tire. 

Having  reached  this  stage,  the  changes  were  minute  in  detail  rather 
than  in  principle.  The  frame  work  of  the  wheel  underwent  similar 
changes,  though  less  radical,  the  chief  advance  being  in  the  perfec- 
tion of  the  machinery  for  producing  tubes  of  light  but  strong  steel, 
until  now  the  frame  of  a  bicycle  capable  of  standing  ;hard  usage  is  com- 
posed of  tubes  of  almost  paper  thinness.  In  pedals,  saddles,  handle- 
bars, reinforcements  and  the  like  there  was  meanwhile  a  constant  ten- 
dency toward  simplification  and  comfort,  until  the  bicycle  stands  to- 
day as  a  marvel  of  lightness,  strength,  durability  and  ease  of  running.' 

No  less  remarkable  has  been  the  constant  diminution  in  the  cost  of 
line  wheel,  dropping  with  all  of  these  improvements  in  a  dozen  years 
from  $150  to  $50  for  the  highest  grades  of  chain  wheels.  The  chainless 
wheels  sell  for  slightly  more  now,  but  they  have  dropped  in  even  a 
shorter  period,  proportionately,  selling  now  for  $60  to  $75,  whereas 
two  years  ago  they  brought  from  $100  to  $130.  It  is  difiicult  to  fore- 
see any  marked  changes  in  the  making  of  the  bicycle,  unless  some  new 
form  of  power  is  secured,  or  the  automatic  principle  is  more  generally 
applied.  Doubtless  the  leg-driven  wheel  will  remain  in  use  for  many 
years,  with  a  steady  tendency  toward  lower  prices  and  better  make, 
just  as  the  sewing  machine  has  become  standard  while  going  through 
the  same  process  of  cheapening  and  betterment. 
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W.  D.   GASH. 

The  picture  is  the  counterfeit  presentment  of  Mr.  VV.  D.  Gash,  once  a  bicycle 
agent  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  and  active  in  all  that  concerned  cycling  in  his  city  and 
State;  later  on,  Chicago  manager  for  the  Walthara  Mfg.  Co.,  and  at  the  present 
time  the  right-hand  man  of  President  Metz,  of  the  Waltham  Company.  Mr.  Gasih 
is  half-way  between  thirty  and  forty  as  to  age.  He  is  a  natural  marketer  of  goods 
— a  close  student  of  cycle  trade  conditions — keeps  his  eye  on  futures — is  enthusias- 
tic over  his  business — writes  a  clever  advertisement — is  interested  in  cycle  racing 
— dictates  clear  and  clever  correspondence — thinks  and  talks  Orient  first,  last  and 
all  the  time — drops  shop  when  shop  should  be  dropped — is  pleasing  face  to  face 
— and  has  the  art  of  shouldering  up  to  newspaper  men,  for  whom  he  has  a  dis- 
tinct liking.  The  Waltham  Company,  by  the  by,  have  a  few  surprises  up  their 
sleeve    for   1900.     They  are   pioneers  in  autocycles. 
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ECHOES  OF  THE  SHOW. 


t 

'•V 


A  WORDjN^RtVIEW. 

AS  to  its  character,  scope  and  degree  of 
success,  the  fifth  annual  cycle  show, 
held  in  Madison  Square  Garden  last  week, 
was  fully  covered  by  the  extensive  report  in 
last  week's  Wheicl,  and  whatever  is  said  now 
may  as  well  be  of  the  nature  of  reminiscence. 
Througliout  the  week  the  attendance  was  en- 
tirely satisfactory,  in  point  of  numbers  and 
quality.  The  percentage  of  trade  visitors 
was,  as  usual,  gratifying  to  some  exhibitors, 
and  not  so  gratifying  to  others;  but  neither 
this  nor  any  preceding  show  has  been  a 
trade  show,  so  that  every  trade  visitor  caught 
must  be  reckoned  as  "surplus"  or  "velvet." 
It  is  a  fact,  however,  that  more  retail  dealers 
attended  this  year's  show  than  came  to  the 
city  last  year.  This  fact  denotes  an  active 
interest,  for  traveling  costs  money.  It  eats 
up  the  profits  on  many  sales  of  bicycles.  It 
is  not  undertaken  for  the  mere  pleasure  of 
visiting  a  great  city,  though  that  alone  must 
benefit  the"  merchant  whose  sphere  of  activi- 
ty is  limited  to  a  small  town,  and  who  should 
get  out  into  the  world  now  and  then  merely 
to  broaden  his  range  of  vision. 

It  is  undoubtedly  a  fact  that  previous  to 
Ihe  action  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.,  in 
taking  a  number  of  spaces,  there  was  little 
trade  interest  in  the  Show  among  manufac- 
turers. The  possibility  of  the  success  of  a 
show  in  Chicago  had  been  canvassed  by  peo- 
ple interested  in  holding  one  there,  and  the 
idea  was  dropped.  Even  for  some  time  after  the 
A.  B.  C.  had  taken  a  hand  in  support  of  the 
New  York  exposition,  other  interests  did  not 
seem  to  care  to  participate,  and  it  was  only 
after  it  was  too  late  that  some  makers  con- 
cluded to  ask  for  space.  Certain  makers 
came  to  New  York  and  exhibited  their  goods 
in  various  hotels,  and  so  far  as  known  they 
have  gone  home  rather  well  satisfied,  and 
would  jiot  be  averse  to  taking  space  in  the 
Garden  itself  another  3fear,  provided  it  is  de- 
cided to  hold  another  show  there  and  the 
American  Bicycle  Co.  is  again  likely  to  ex- 
hibit. It  has  been  realized  by  a  number  of 
makers  that  everything  must  have  its  day, 
and  apparently  the  day  for  Madison  Square 
Garden  shows  is  not  yet  past,  if  it  is  conced- 
ed that  the  amount  of  money  expended  uppn 
the  Show  this  year  has  yielded  a  sufficient 
leturn  in  public  attendance  and  newspaper 
publicity  in  this  and  other  cities. 

Incidentally,  since  the  middle  of  last  week 
the  newspaper  clippings  that  have  come  to 
the  office  of  The  Wheel  show  that  the  arti- 
cles which  have  appeared  in  New  York  daily 
papers  have  been  very  extensively  copied  in 
many  parts  of  the  country.  Telegraphic  re- 
ports of  the  Show  have  also  had  wide  circula- 
tion. The  tenor  of  the  reports  is  so  favora- 
ble that  there  can  be  no  question  that  the 
exposition  has  in  this  way  done  the  cycle 
trade  very  considerable  good,  and  will  prove 
to   have  been   a   strong   factor  in   developing 


the  business  of  the  year,  weather  permitting. 
Two  New  York  newspapers  "roasted"  the 
Show.  The  unfavorable  articles  were  trans- 
parently vindictive,  and  were  in  both  cases 
inspired  by  disagreement  between  exhibitors 
and  the  advertising  departments  of  fhe  news- 
papers. Still,  the  unfavorable  reports  were 
vmfortunate,  and  will  undoubtedly  prove  to 
have  affected  the  retail  trade  of  Greater  New 
York  to  some  extent.  The  burden  of  the 
"roasts"  was  that  there  was  nothing  new, 
which  has  a  depressing  effect  upon  the  possi- 
ble buyer. 

Whether  there  will  '  be  another  Madison 
Square  Garden  show  is  not  at  this  time 
known,  even  by  the  Garden  people,  and  on 
Tuesday  of  this  week  Third  Vice-President 
Merseles,  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.,  said 
the  matter  of  exhibiting  next  year  had  not 
been  seriously  discussed  by  the  company.  He 
said,  however,  that  all  connected  with  the 
company  who  had  occasion  to  judge  the 
Show,  were  more  than  gratified,  not  only 
with  the  affair  as  a  whole  and  with  general 
results  from  the  standpoint  of  general  pub- 
licity, but  particularly  with  the  attendance 
by  retailers  from  various  places  and  the  act- 
ual business  done  by  them.  From  Mr. 
Merseles'  talk  it  is  evident  that  when  the 
proper  time  comes  the  question  of  again 
patronizing  the  Show  is  likely  to  be  decided 
favorably. 

The  trade  is  by  this  time  pretty  well  in- 
ured to  the  fact  that  a  week  of  "show"  is 
phjrsically  very  tiring.  That  fact  has  in  the 
past  been  a  factor  against  the  continuance 
of  shows,  in  view  of  the  comparatively  small 
actual  business  done.  As  this  Show  drew  to 
a  close  there  were  the  usual  expressions  of 
weariness,  but  the  fatigue  was  accepted  as  a 
matter  of  course.  Some  did  say  that  there 
would  be  and  should  be  no  more  shows;  but 
this  idea  was  not  prevalent.  The  trade  real- 
izes now,  more  than  ever,  not  only  the  gen- 
eral value  of  these  annual  expositions,  but 
their  value  as  a  means  of  bringing  individuals 
in  the  trade  together.  No  intelligent  man  is 
weakened  in  any  way  by  meeting  and  talking 
with  his  competitors.  What  little  injury  is 
done  in  this  way  is  far  more  than  counter- 
balanced by  the  benefits.  Many  little  false 
ideas  and  isms,  the  products  of  isolation,  are 
wiped  out,  are  replaced  by  wider  knowledge, 
by  horse-sense.  The  men  who  have  attended 
this  Show,  either  as  actual  exhibitors  therein 
or  as  observant  outsiders,  are  almost  unani- 
mously glad  that  by  means  of  it  they  have 
had  another  opportunity  of  meeting  and  judg- 
ing other  people  in  the  trade.  Aside  from 
all  this  they  have,  all  alike,  makers,  salesmen 
and  dealers,  become  imbued  with  a  fresh  im- 
petus to  do  business.  There  is  no  discount- 
ing this  peculiar  value  of  the  annual  get-to- 
gether time. 

In  last  week's  report,  covering  the  Show 
up  to  Tuesday  night,  it  was  made  clear  that 
the  attendance  would  be  good  throughout  the 


week,  whatever  the  weather  might  be.  The 
rain  of  Saturday  night,  the  muggishness  of 
Tuesday,  the  seventy  -  five  -  mile  gale  of 
Wednesday  seemed  to  make  no  difference. 
On  Thursday  there  was  a  good  attendance, 
morning  and  afternoon,  and  a  very  good 
crowd  at  night.  A  hiisty  day  and  evening. 
The  temperature  at  9  p.  m.  was  42°,  com- 
pared with  33°  last  year.  Friday's  crowd 
was  rather  more  than  usually  fashionable,  af- 
ternoon and  evening.  A  cold  day,  with  a 
fresh  wind.  There  were  some  cold  feet  in 
the  Garden.  But  as  Saturday,  the  last  day, 
opened  and  progressed,  vitalities  revived,  and 
before  supper  time  everybody  was  ready  for 
the  final  crowd,  which  came  soon  after  half- 
past  7.  Rather  mild  weather,  the  drawings 
for  prize  bicycles  and  the  thousand  and  one 
other  reasons  which  make  man,  woman  and 
child  want  to  go  to  Madison  Square  Garden, 
did  their  share  in  bringing  the  people.  There 
was  almost  a  crush,  and  when  the  evening 
was  closed  by  the  orchestral  render- 
ing of  "Home,  Sweet  Home,"  and  a  general 
cheer  went  up,  even  the  unusual  and  inordi- 
nate haste  of  exhibitors  to  "knock  down" 
and  pack  their  wares  did  not  succeed  in  driv- 
ing out  the  ])eople  for  half  an  hour  more. 

In  this  connection,  while  it  is  all  very 
well  to  pack  up  as  soon  as  practicable,  hos- 
pitality and  sentiment  were  given  a  hard 
twist  by  the  unseemly  haste  of  last  Saturday 
night.  W.  M.  Brewster,  who  had  charge  of 
installing  the  A.  B.  C.  exhibits,  and  who 
has  run  cycle  shows  for  the  Philadelphia 
Board  of  Trade,  said,  as  he  watched  the 
turmoil  and  listened  to  the  din:  "I  don't 
like  this,  and  we  would  never  allow  it  in 
Philadelphia.  We  made  everybody  go  and 
rest  over  night  and  do  their  packing  up  in 
the   morning." 

There  is  a  lot  of  talk  about  the  prospect 
of  automobile  vehicles  and  bicycles  not  be- 
ing exhibited  together  again  in  Madison 
Square  Garden,  and  it  has  been  reported 
that  an  automobile  show  will  be  held  in  the 
Garden  next  October.  Secretary  Young,  of 
the  Garden  Company,  said  on  Tuesday:  "All 
talk  so  far  is  in  the  air.  There  is  nothing 
definite.  It  is  possible  that  an  exhibition 
which  is  now  booked  for  next  May,  may  be 
transferred  to  October,  and  an  automobile 
show  held  here  in  May,  but  it  is  not  definite." 


Attack  of  Bibulous  Nek. 

Quite  a  number  of  people  who  made  them- 
selves at  home  in  the  press  headquarters,  had 
::o  more  right  there  than  any  spectators  of 
the  Show.  The  bravery  with  which  they 
charged  the  refreshment  kopje  would  put  the 
most  absent-minded  beggar  to  shame. 


President  Robinson,  of  the  New  York 
Sporting  Goods  Co.,  was  in  almost  constant 
attendance  at  his  stand. 
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OUR  SHOW   IS  STILL  ON. 


Your  show  to  make  money  with  the  "SOUDAN"  line  is  always  present. 


5  MODELS. 

I  and  2  Piece 
Cranks. 

Attractive 
Sprockets. 


Our  Finishes: 

Robin's-Egg    Blue, 

Coach  Green, 
Black  and  IVIaroon. 

Nickel  Panels  on 
frame. 

Transfer  and  Gold 
Striping. 


THE   GOOD   SELLERS   AND   AGENTS'  PROFIT   MAKERS.     GET   OUR   SPECIFICATIONS. 


THE    FAMOUS    ''SOUDAN 


It 


ICYCLES 


were  sold  last  week  to  agents  from  Maine  to  Texas.     "What  was  the  bait,  yea  ask.     We  reply,   Quality,    Price,    Territory. 


UPPER  r:]5Ar  brace. 


ARCH     CROWN. 


SOUDAN    MFG.   CO.. 

lELKHART,  IND. 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 


E.  H.  ALCOTT,  Manager, 
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MODEI/  C,  ONE-PIECE  HANGER.  ♦ 

Get  our  attractive  proposition  to  agents  in  New  England,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,   Delaware,  and  Southern      x 
States.    Make  a  note  of  this  and  write  us  at  once.    W^e  sold  10,000  last  year,  and  the  demand  this  year  is  hot.  A 


(For  above  Territory)  107  Chambers  St.,  New  York.     ♦ 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  J 
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SHORTER  ECHOES. 


'"Major"  Taylor  was  one  of  the  Sager  ex- 
hibits. 

The  Kokonio  Rubber  Co.,  Kokomo,  Ind., 
did  a  big  business. 

Arthur  Zimmerman  and  his  partner,  Bur- 
tis,  of  Freehold,  were  at  the  Show. 

T.  W.  Plum,  of  the  Columbia  Mfg.  Co., 
Niles,  O.,  held  forth  at  the  Bartholdi. 

Messrs.  Marion,  Alexander  and  Cordell,  of 
Morgan  &  Wright,  were  'round  about. 

There  was  a  choice  collection  of  old  has- 
beens,  and  it  warmed  them  to  "meet  up"  with 
each  other. 

Superintendent  Ziegler,  of  the  Reading  Au- 
tomobile &  Gear  Co.,  was  in  attendance  near- 
ly all  the  week. 

Chas.  Glover,  of  P.  &  F.  Corbin,  New  Brit- 
ain, Conn.,  was  present,  showing  the  Corbin 
cycle  specialties. 

George  Kehew,  of  George  Kehe'w  &  Co.. 
Boston,  was  a  heavy  buyer  of  wheels,  parts 
and  sundries  during  the  week. 

"Ike"  Johnson,  the  well  known  trick  rider, 
and  his  folding  bicycle,  were  seen  at  the  Co- 
lumbia exhibit  all  through  the  week. 

A.  L.  Atkins,  who  assisted  W.  M.  Brewster 
in  the  general  arrangement  of  A.  B.  C.  exhib- 
its, was  one  of  the  veterans  on  occasional 
view. 

A  familiar  face  at  the  show  during  the 
week  was  that  of  Mr.  J.  V.  Z.  Anthony,  who 
has  charge  of  the  sundry  department  of  C. 
B.  Barker  &  Co. 

Among  the  celebrities  who  visited  the  Show 
were  Mrs.  Langtry,  Mme.  Nordica,  Edwin 
Gould,  and  the  counterfeit  Count  Castellane, 
Gould's  brother-in-law. 

M.  L.  Bridgman  was  busy  at  the  Show  with 
his  slot-machine  air  pump,  and  it  is  said  dis- 
posed of  a  good  deal  of  territory  among 
agents  during  the  week. 

Three  Worcester  people,  who  seemed  to 
hang  well  together  during  the  Show,  were 
Messrs.  Reed,  Gates  and  Wakefield,  of 
wrench,  chain  and  pedal  fame. 

John  Henry  Lawson.  of  England,  became 
quite  a  lion  at  the  Show  when  it  became 
known  that  he  was  the  inventor  of  the  first 
of  the  present  type  of  bicycles. 

Charles  J.  Connolly,  the  veteran  Rochester 
dealer,  came  early,  made  a  careful  examina- 
tion of  everything  on  exhibition  and  closed 
some  contracts  for  sundries,  etc. 


N.  Tip  Slee,  who  was  at  one  time  one  of  the 
greatest  of  Baltimore  agents,  was  there.  Time 
has  touched  his  locks  with  frost,  but  that's 
the  only  sign  of  frost  about  him. 

Jack  Hazelton,  formerly  of  Philadelphia, 
and  who  was  one  of  the  crack  bicycle  polo 
team  who  went  abroad  about  three  years 
ago,  was  here  from  London  and  attended  the 
Show. 

George  Collister  and  his  partner,  Sayles, 
of  Cleveland,  were  there  all  week,  and  when 
"Pop"  Brewster,  Dave  Post  and  George  Col- 
lister got  together  there  was  an  old-time  re- 
union. 

J.  Elmer  Pratt,  of  the  Grand  Rapids  Cycle 
Co.,  came  to  the  Show,  and  remained  over 
until  this  week.  While  here  he  had  confer- 
ences with  some  of  the  leading  people  of  the 
A.  B.  C.  _ 

Mills  Bevan,  of  the  Bevan  Mfg.  Co.,  East 
Hampton,  Conn.,  was  expected  about  the 
middle  of  the  week,  but  he  did  not  put  in  an 
appearance.  At  least  he  was  not  seen  at  the 
Bevan   exhibit. 

A.  H.  Conklin,  president  of  the  Bell  Manu- 
facturers' Association,  and  manager  of  the 
Gong  Bell  Company,  East  Hampton,  was 
an  early  arrival  and  was  greeted  by  many 
who  knew   him. 

E.  D.  Rockwell,  of  the  Liberty  Bell  Co., 
was  an  interested  spectator,  as  was  Mr. 
Pryor,  of  the  firm's  commercial  department. 
Mr.  Rockwell's  always  original  and  tasty  ex- 
hibit was  missed. 

J.  H.  Becker,  of  the  Elmore  Mfg.  Co., 
Clyde,  O.,  said  that  "everything  was  correct" 
with  Elmore  interests,  and  that  he  thought 
this  year  would  be  the  best  that  the  company 
has  had  for  many  years. 

The  manager  of  one  A.  B.  C.  group  at  the 
Show  did  not  wish  to  be  identified,  but  told 
The  Wheel  that  during  the  week  his  men  at 
the  Show  had  secured  forty-seven  new  agents 
and  disposed  of  777  wheels. 

W.  F.  Remppis,  of  the  Reading  Standard 
Mfg.  Co.,  is  a  first-class  salesman  as  well  as  a 
gopd  financier  and  manufacturer.  A  Wheel 
man  watched  him  negotiate  several  good  sales 
to  agents  during  the  Show. 

Among  the  graphites  shown  at  the  New 
York  exhibition  was  the  line  manufactured 
by  the  N.  A.  Saxon  Company,  of  Chicago. 
This  firm's  line  of  graphites  was  shown  in 
the  exhibit  of  j\I.   G.   Oppenheim. 

J.  N.  Gardner  had  charge  of  the  Mechanical 
Fabric  Co.  interests  at  the  Show.  The  tires, 
inner  tubes  and  tire  sundries  of  this  concern 
are  now  represented  by  J.  N.  GarduLr  &  Co., 
48  Leonard  street.  New  \'ork  City. 


On  Tuesday  Murphy's  imitation  railway  car 
platform,  etc.,  was  removed,  and  he  rode  his 
mile  thereafter  on  the  home-trainer  with  dial 
indicaitor.  His  miles  were  covered  in  va- 
rious times,  varying  from  L04  down  to  .53. 

Had  Happy  Days  Pitman,  the  oldest  rider 
at  the  Show,  saved  the  "ordinary  "  on  which 
he  began  his  cycling  career,  23  years  ago — 
December,  1877 — it  would  have  made  an  in- 
teresting feature  of  the  evolutionary  exhibit. 

J.  B.  Kaercher,  the  old-time  Rambler  Pitts- 
burg agent,  was  there.  Mr.  Kaercher  wears 
well.  Time  and  the  Smoky  City  seem  to 
agree  with  him,  and  his  loyalty  to  the  Gor- 
mully  &  Jeffery  interests  is  as  strong  as  ever. 

Marcott  &  Co.,  of  81  Centre  street,  New 
York,  showed  some  very  pretty  enameling 
work  in  the  exhibit  of  Peter  Frasse  &  Co. 
Marcotte  &  Co.  have  built  up  a  big  business 
in  enameling  for  high  class  and  original 
work. 

Moomy,  the  Erie  (Pa.)  inventor,  showed  his 
chainless  gear  machine  during  the  week,  and 
his  stand  was  always  surrounded  by  an  inter- 
ested crowd.  As  a  side  line  he  sold  repair 
kits,  and  realized  enough  to  pay  all  his  ex- 
penses for  the  week. 

E.  H.  Alcott,  the  Soudan  Mfg.  Co.'s  east- 
ern representative,  made  some  good  sales  at 
107  Chambers  street  during  the  week.  He 
sold  to  an  agent  as  far  away  as  San  Antonio, 
Tex.,  and  a  Kennebec  (Me.)  man  also 
bought  the  Soudan  line. 

The  Pratt  boys,  of  Boston  and  Chicago, 
met  a  lot  of  old  friends,  and  it  is  pleasing  to 
note  that  these  clever,  hard-working  people 
are  once  more  climbing  the  ladder  of  success. 
Anyone  who  has  met  them  has  nothing  but 
the  best  wishes  for  them. 

T.  J.  Wetzel,  representing  the  well  known 
Kirkpaitrick  saddle,  of  Springfield,  O.,  no 
sooner  arrived  at  the  Show  than  he  was  taken 
in  tow  by  some  newspaper  men,  among  whom 
he  rates  AAl.  Mr.  Wetzel  is  general  mana- 
ger of  the  Kirkpatrick  Saddle  Co. 

W.  B.  Young,  who  has  been  manufacturer, 
traveler,  trainer  and  several  other  things  in 
the  cycling  line,  was  resplendent  at  the  Wa- 
verley  automobile  booth  in  evening  dress, 
talking  motor  vehicle.  Young  said  he  had 
made  four  sales  during  the  week. 

An  exhibit  of  rims,  which  comprised  near- 
ly every  style  and  finish,  was  seen  at  the 
stand  of  the  New  York  Sporting  Goods  Co. 
These  rims  were  manufactured  by  the  K.  & 
C.  Mfg.  Co..  of  Ayer,  Mass.,  and  were  under 
the  charge  of  Mr.   E.   E.  Marshall. 

Charles  S.  Dikenian  undoubtedly  thought 
that  the  Show  was  all  right,  and  reminded 
him  of  some  other  shows  that  he  had  taken 
part  in  when  president  of  the  National  Cycle 
Board  of  Trade.  Mr.  Dikeman  was  attended 
by  Salcs-.\Tan;tgcr   Weaver  and  other  friends. 
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American  Bicycle  Co., 

NEW  YORK,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A. 

MAKE  AND  SELL 

more   Bicycles  than   all   other   factories  in   America   combined. 
Among   our   well-known   makes   are   the 

Cleveland  Columbia  Crescent 

Sterling  Rambler  Stearns 

Spalding  Monarch  Imperial 

Featherstone  Tribune  Stormer 

Barnes  Crawford  Geneva 

Meiselbach  Phoenix  Waverly 

Fay  Juveniles 

and    20    other    models   of   established    quality    and   reputation   for   the   agency   and 
jobbing  trade. 

We  are  the  largest  makers  as  well  as  exporters  of  Bicycles  in  the  world,  and 
we  desire  to  secure  active  agents  and  dealers  in  your  territory  to  handle  such  of 
our  lines  as  are  not  now  represented. 

Write  us  for  catalogues  and  quotations.     Our  prices  will  interest  you. 

American  Bicycle  Co. 

(FOREIGN  DEPARTMENT), 
riAKERS  OF 

Chain  Bicycles,   CH/VINLESS  BICYCLES,   Juvenile  Bicycles, 

PARK  ROW  BUILDING,  NEW  YORK,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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ECHOES  OF  THE  SHOW- Continued. 
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Howard  E.  Raymond  and  A.  G.  Batchelder 
were  seen  with  their  heads  very  close  togeth- 
er in  the  Goodrich  stand  during  the  week. 
One  represents  Palmer  tire  interests,  which 
have  not  been  unknown  in  racing.  The  other 
is  the  head  and  fore-front  of  professional  rac- 
ing men. 

Harry  Wheeler,  ex-racing  man,  declared 
himself  out  of  cycling  for  good,  as  well  as  out 
of  the  Standard  Oil  Co.'s  employ.  Mr. 
Wheeler  has  been  their  traveling  representa- 
tive in  New  Jersey,  but  he  now  proposes  to 
go  into  the  lumber  business  with  his  prospect- 
ive father-in-law. 

E.  J.  Willis  told  how  he  had  caught  the 
"rubber  trust"  napping.  He  gave  them  a 
large  order  for  seconds,  which  means  tires 
slightly  defective  in  construction.  When  rub- 
ber jumped  in  price  the  Rubber  Goods  Co. 
wanted  to  abrogate  the  contract  but  Mr.  Wil- 
lis  wasn't  willing. 

Col.  Albert  A.  Pope  and  A.  G.  Spalding,  in 
evening  dress,  were  two  familiar  figures  on 
parade  on  Monday  evening.  George  R.  Bid- 
well,  Collector  of  the  Port,  who  is  interested 
with  Mr.  Spalding  in  business,  and  who  is  a 
possible  candidate  for  the  L.  A.  W.  -presi- 
dency, was  also  present  during  the  week. 


H.  E.  Walker,  the  clean-cut  Eclipse  Bicy- 
cle Co.  Boston  agent,  was  a  constant  attend- 
ant at  the  Morrow  coaster-brake  and  Eclipse 
gas  lamp  stand.  Frank  Weston,  of  the  com- 
pany, arrived  early  in  the  week.  He  informed 
The  Wheel  man  that  over  300  men  are  em- 
ployed at  present  on  Morrow  brakes  alone. 

W.  S.  ("Major")  Atwell  was  a  conspicuous 
figure  about  the  middle  of  the  week.  Speak- 
ing of  the  recent  financial  rumpus  in  Boston  he 
said:  "You  can  bet  your  boots  that  little 
William  Read  &  Sons  are  all  right,  and  tell 
The  Wheel  readers  that  they  need  not  be 
afraid  to  sell  us  goods — if  they  can  sell  to  us." 

John  Gibson,  of  the  Kensington  Mfg.  Co., 
makers  of  bicycles  and  automobiles,  was  at 
the  Show,  in  company  with  Mr.  Gould,  for- 
merly of  Brantford,  Ont.,  and  now  prominent- 
ly connected  with  the  Kensington  Mfg.  Co. 
William  Penseyres,  of  the  Globe  Cycle 
Works,  Buffalo,  was  also  an  interested  visit- 
or.   

"I  want  to  sell  you  some  Kelly  handle- 
bars," said  B.  E.  Carpenter  to  H.  A.  Lozier, 
jf  Cleveland.  "What  on  earth  do  I  want 
handle-bars  for  in  my  boat  building?"  asked 
Mr.  Lozier.  "Why,  for  anchors,  of  course," 
returned  the  sharp  Carpenter,  at  v?hich  H.  A. 
laughed  loud  and  asked:  "Where's  the  cigar 
stand?"  _ 

C.  R.  Zacharias,  the  Asbury  Park  bicycle 
dealer,  and  formerly  many  years  ago  of  the 
firm    of    Zacharias      &    Smith,    Newark,    N. 
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J.,  came  late  in  the  week.  Mr.  Zacharias  is 
well  known  through  his  bicycle  specialties, 
lubricants,  cements,  etc.,  and  he  tells  The 
Wheel  that  his  Asbury  Park  business  is  in- 
creasing every  day. 

W.  A.  Graham,  of  John  H.  Graham  &  Co., 
Chambers  street,  was  at  the  New  Departure 
exhibit  early  in  the  week.  The  New  De- 
parture coaster-brake  was  examined  with 
much  interest,  as  were  the  New  Departure 
bells.  A.  F.  Rockwell,  of  the  New  De- 
parture Company,  was  at  the  New  Departure 
exhibit    quite    often. 

Pardon  W.  Tillinghast,  that  always  pleas- 
ant and  interesting  figure  in  tiredom,  and  who 
is  now  just  finishing  up  his  work  for  Col. 
Dodge,  which  has  completed  the  Tillinghast 
patent  proofs,  was  at  the  Show  last  week.  It 
is  said  that  Mr.  Tillinghast  is  in  receipt  of  a 
considerable  retainer  from  Col.  Dodge,  and 
that  he  is  "fixed  for  life." 

Mr.  W.  W.  Bonham,  who  travels  in  the 
West  for  the  Judd  &  Leland  Mfg.  Co.,  of 
Clifton  Springs,  N.  Y.,  has  thus  far  had  a 
most  gratifying  season.  During  the  month 
of  December  his  orders  almost  doubled  that 
of  the  corresponding  period  of  the  previous 
year,  and  all  the  travelers  representing  this 
firm  report  similar  success. 

The  Detachable  Mud-Guard  Co.,  of  Syra- 
cuse, N.  Y.,  did  a  good  business  at  the  Show 
with  their  easily  put  on  and  taken  off  mud  and 
water  guard  protector.  The  little  article  sells 
for  50  cents  a  pair,  and  is  a  most  convenient 
and  useful  device.  The  manager  of  the  com- 
pany, it  is  said,  sold  several  hundred  dollars' 
worth  to  riders  during  the  show. 

A.  W.  Gump,  in  charge  of  the  Shelby  busi- 
ness of  the  Gormully  &  Jeftery  Sales  Depart- 
ment, came  on  late  in  the  week,  and  remained 
a  day  or  so.  Mr.  Gump  is  the  same  clean- 
cut  man  he  was  in  the  old  days.  He  seems 
scarcely  older,  and,  if  anything,  is  keener. 
Mr.  A.  N.  Binkerd,  associated  with  him,  was 
also  here,  and  talked  over  old  times. 

One  of  the  pathetic  incidents  of  the  Show 
was  the  receipt  by  George  Harris,  of  the 
Olive  Wheel  Co.,  of  a  letter  from  his  doctor, 
which  stated  that  after  consultation  with  other 
medical  men,  Mrs.  Harris  had  been  pro- 
nounced consumptive.  Mr.  Harris  took  the 
news  very  much  to  heart,  and  hurried  back  to 
Syracuse  to  make  arrangements  for  the  im- 
mediate transfer  of  his  wife  to  some  milder 
clime. 

Many  old  timers  will  learn  with  regret 
that  Howard  A.  Smith,  formerly  of  ZachariaS' 
&  Smith,  and  later  of  Howard  A.  Smith  & 
Co..  Newark,  N.  J.,  is  completely  paralyzed, 
and  has  given  up  all  hopes  of  returning  to 
business.  He  is  now  located  at  Rockaway. 
N.  J.,  on  a  farm.       One  consoling  feature  is 


that  Mr.  Smith's  physical  misfortune  has  been 
lightened  by  a  financial  windfall  which  came 
to  Mrs.  Smith. 

The  Regas  Vehicle  Co.,  of  Rochester,  N. 
Y.,  had  a  goodly  exhibit  of  the  Wood  electric 
motor  vehicles  at  the  Garden,  and  a  good  deal 
of  curiosity  was  expressed  as  to  the  name, 
"Regas,"  but  after  a  few  of  the  people  had 
commenced  to  spell  it  backwards,  they  caught 
onto  the  little  joker  in  the  name.  The  fact 
that  Mr.  Sager  was  over  and  around  the  ex- 
hibit a  good  deal  of  the  time  counted  for 
something,  too. 

The  Iven  Brandenburg  Company  exhibit 
had  one  of  the  greatest  battery  of  salesmen 
of  any  concern  in  the  Show.  There  were 
"Long  Toms,"  Maxims,  Nordenfelts,  Colt's 
automatic,  and  other  selling  specialists  on 
exhibition,  and  if  any  buyer  got  away  from 
that  crowd,  to  quote  the  language  of  Charles 
Iven,  "he  was  a  daisy."  The  Iven  Branden- 
burg Company  had  a  good  line,  and  knew 
what  to  say  about  it. 

The  Coe  Mfg.  Co.,  of  New  York,  showed 
a  new  specialty  in  the  Westminster  chime 
Ijell  made  by  the  Westminster  Chime  Bell 
Co.,  of  140  Pine  street.  Providence,  R.  I. 
The  Westminster  bell  has  a  diameter  of  2J 
inches  and  has  no  springs  or  complicated 
parts  to  get  out  of  order.  It  has  a  simple 
clamp  which  can  be  adjusted  on  the  front 
fork  in  an  instant.  It  is  very  low  in  price 
and  neat  in  appearance. 

Charles  Jarrott,  with  Mr.  Wridgway,  and 
another  friend,  visited  the  Show  repeatedly 
during  the  week.  Jarrott  claims  to  be  a  pure 
amateur  motor-cyclist.  Wridgway  is  a  pro- 
fessional. Both  are  interested  in  the  motor 
vehicles  promoted  by  Mr.  Lawson,  the  veter- 
an English  cycle  builder,  whose  motor  inter- 
ests in  this  country  are  represented  by  H.  C. 
Crowther.  The  company  is  called  the  Anglo- 
.\merican  Rapid  Vehicle  Co. 

The  "E  2."  Automatic  Coaster-Brake  Co., 
Germantown  avenue,  Philadelphia,  Avas  rep- 
resented by  Mr.  Ziegler,  a  brother  of  the 
Reading  inventor.  The  "E  Z"  Company 
have  a  very  attractive  coaster  and  brake, 
which  riders  of  Philadelphia  and  other  places 
pronounce  to  be  good.  Mr.  Edward  E.  Zieg- 
ler, of  the  company,  states  that  the  weekly 
output  of  their  coaster-brake  will  be  largely 
increased  during  the  coming  month. 

W.  C.  "Fuzzy"  Anderson,  representing  the 
Seal  Lock  Co.,  makers  of  O.  K.  gas  lamps 
in  Chicago,  was  in  company  with  E.  J.  Ryan, 
of  the  same  firm,  at  the  Show,  and  as  usual  re- 
ceived a-  warm  welcome  from  other  travelers 
and  agents  "Fuzzy"  tells  about  the  days  he 
booked  orders  from  the  Texas  population 
lor  Hartford  cycles,  and  says  they  came  so 
numerously  that  his  office  thought  he  was  do- 
ing business  with  grasshoppers  down  there. 
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STEARNS 

BICYCLES. 

"The  Yellow  Fellow.'' 

^o 

Model  K,  $60.00. 


Model  L,  $60.00. 


THERE  would  be  more  devotees  of  cycling  if  the  manifold  advantages  -which  the  Cushion-Frame'oflers  were  more  generally 
known.     These  advantages  are  emphasized  in  the  Stearns  Cushion-Frame  Models.     No  dealer's  line  is   complete  unless 
it  includes    Cushion-Frame   Cycles.      The   steadily  growing   demand   for   them    should    not   be    ignored.     The    Stearns 
Hygienic  Cushion-Frame  Bicycles   have  the  same  elegant  appearance  as  the  rigid  frame   Stearns  Models,      The  cushion  action 
is  concealed  from  view  in  the  frame  tubing  over  the  rear  wheel.     The  Cushion-Frame  lessens  the  fatigue  of  riding. 


BARNES 

BICYCLES. 

''The  White  Flyers.*' 


Track  Racer,  $60.00. 


Road   Racer,  $60.00. 


NEVER  before  have  bicycles  been  produced  possessing  such  symmetry  of  outline  and  attractive  appearance  combined  with 
extreme  speed-producing  qualities.     The  Barnes  White  Flyer  has  ever  been  a  prominent  and  eminently  successful  wheel 
in  racing  events  on  both  road  and  track.     The  new  Barnes  Racing  Models  are  destined  to  gain  still  greater  prominence 
for   this   already   famous   line.     -Barnes    Racer    and    Road    Racer    Models  are    richly  finished   in    white    enamel    with    purple 
steering  head. 


SYRACUSE 

BICYCLES. 

"The  Crimson  Rims.'' 


Ladies'  Special,  $50.00. 


Ladies'  Thelma,  $40.00. 


GRACE,  a  requisite  in  all  bicycles,  is  particularly  desirable  in  wheels  for  ladies'  use.     Two  more   graceful   models   for   the 
fair  sex  than  the  Syracuse  Ladies'  Special  and  Syracuse  Thelma  would  be  difficult  to  imagine.      The  low    drop    to   the 
crank  bracket,  the  narrow  tread,  the  arrangement  of  the  main  frame  tubes,  and   liberal    distance   between   the   handle- 
bars and  saddle,  which  facilitates  mounting  and  dismounting,  all  desirable  qualifications,  find  emphasis  in   the  Syracuse  line. 
A  rich  crimson  and  black  finish  adds  a  crowning  touch  to  these  perfect  wheels. 


AMERICAN  BICYCLE  COMPANY, 


STEARNS  SALES  DEPARTMENT, 

^  SYRACUSE,  N.  Y.     • 

jt^_^  Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  ^y^ 
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W.  H.  Finkenstaedt,  of  the  National  Cycle 
Mfg.  Co.,  Bay  City,  Mich.,  spent  a  couple  of 
days  at  the  Show.  Under  his  management 
the  National  bicycle  has  become  so  strongly 
intrenched  in  the  affections  of  a  large  number 
of  agents  that  it  is  one  of  the  machines  com- 
petitors of  the  company  hardly  try  to  displace. 
J.  H.  Johnson,  who  has  had  charge  of  the 
New  England  territory  for  two  years,  said  on 
Saturday:  "We  confidently  expect  to  double 
our  output  this  season." 

The  Fredrick  handle-bar  young  men  had  a 
very  fine-looking  young  lady  in  colors  at  the 
back  of  their  stand  with  an  up-to-date  bicycle 
skirt  as  a  part  of  her  costume.  The  Kelly 
Handle-Bar  Co.  also  had  a  young  lady,  with 
less  costume  on,  and  one  of  the  latter's  sales- 
men came  to  the  Fredrick  stand  to  jolly  the 
salesmen  there,  remarking,  "We  have  a  girl, 
too."  "Yes,"  answered  one  of  the  Fredrick 
bar  wits,  "but  our  firm  has  sufficient  money 
to  properly  clothe  ours." 

F.  H.  Bolte  and  John  W.  Mookle,  of  the 
Peoria  Automobile  Co.,  were  at  the  Show. 
Mr.  Bolte  is  the  superintendent  of  the  Peoria 
Rubber  Mfg.  Co.,  who  are  now  engaged 
exclusively  in  automobile  making,  and  was 
at  one  time  partner  of  P.  H.  Sercombe,  who 
is  now  running  a  newspaper  in  the  city  of 
Mexico.  Mr.  Bolte  says  that  Mr.  Mookle 
was  the  first  man  to  invent  an  electric  motor 
for  automobile  purposes,  and  intimated  that 
a  settling  day  is  coming. 

Albert  A.  Schock,  of  the  Champion  Cycle 
Co.,  Brooklyn,  arrived  from  South  America, 
where  he  had  been  for  two  or  three  months, 
and  plainly  showed  that  he  had  been  in  a 
warm  country,  being  sunburned  and  vigorous- 
looking  from  his  sea  voyage.  Charles  Had- 
field,  who  went  with,  Air.  Schock,  mysterious- 
ly disappeared  from  Buenos  Ayres,  and  the 
first  thing  that  was  known  of  him  was  that 
he  had  taken  a  cattle  steamer  for  England, 
and,  strange  to  say,  landed  back  in  New 
York  during  the  Show.  Mr.  Hadfield  don't 
think  much  of  South  America. 

Fred  I.  Johnson,  president  of  the  C.  T.  P. 
A.,  and  of  the  Iver  Johnson's  .Xrms  &  Cycle 
Works,  Fitchburg,  Mass.,  arrived  at  the  Show 
Wednesday,  and  went  through  the  Garden  in 
company  with  Frank  P.  Eldredge,  of  the  Na- 
tional Sewing  Machine  Co.,  Belvidere,  111., 
makers  of  the  Belvidere  and  Eldredge  bicy- 
cles. These  two  young  and  prosperous  man- 
ufacturers are  considered  among  the  top- 
notchers  of  the  brainy  independents  of  the 
trade,  and  there  are  no  two  more  engaging 
personalities.  They  visited  the  press  room 
and  held  quite  a  levee  among  the  newspaper 
men. 

One  of  the  old-timers  at  the  Show  was  Ed. 
Porter,  formerly  of  the  Palmer  Tire  Co.. 
more    recently    eastern    representative    of   the 


Fanning.  He  is  president  of  the  Century 
Road  Club,  and  on  Sunday  had  a  conference 
with  Henry  Ducker,  whom  he  has  appointed 
chairman  of  the  road  records  committee.  Mr. 
Ducker,  who  changes  little  as  the  years  roll 
on,  was  the  originator  of  the  famous  meets 
at  Springfield.  He  is  now  employed  as  an  ex- 
pert on  printing  by  the  State  of  New  York. 
His  headquarters  are  at  Albany.  He  has  the 
time  and  ability  to  take  care  of  the  C.  R.  C. 
road  record  work. 

Victor  E.  Ripper,  agent  and  manufacturer, 
was  one  of  the  Buffalo  contingent.  And  so 
was  the  well-known  Buffalo  agent,  H.C.Mar- 
tin, who  deplores  the  low  prices,  small  dis- 
counts and  long-time  payments  in  the  bicycle 
business.  It  was  the  first  time  that  Mr.  Mar- 
tin had  been  heard  to  complain  of  the  existing 
trade  conditions,  and  it  is  said  that  he  is  fast 
preparing  to  enter  the  automobile  field  in  a 
large  way.  Mr.  Martin,  by  the  way,  stated 
that  that  famous  after-dinner  speaker,  A.  Ken- 
nedy Child,  who  has  been  prominently  iden- 
tified with  trade  politics,  is  now  the  possessor 
of  a'  scheme  which  will  yield  money  almost  as 
quickly  as  Oom   Paul's  gold  fields. 

J.  A.  Blaurock,  the  prominent  N.  C.  A. 
supporter  in  a  racing  way,  gave  a  nice  little 
dinner  at  the  Cadillac  last  Saturday  night  to 
sixteen  of  his  intimate  friends.  The  party 
met  at  10  o'clock  and  dispersed  at  4  the  next 
morning.  Mr.  Blaurock  gave  invitations  out 
for  another  party,  but  through  unforeseen  cir- 
cumstances it  had  to  be  abandoned.  Mr. 
Blaurock  is  now,  as  is  well  known,  a  large 
carriage  factor  on  Eighth  avenue,  and  it  is 
said  his  sales  are  very  large.  A.  P.  Reeves, 
well  known  as  a  newspaper  man,  is  now  secre- 
tary of  the  Blaurock  Carriage  Co..  and  C.  H. 
Munger,  for  many  years  employed  on  the 
trade  press,  is  a  prominent  salesman  with  the 
company,  and  the  inventor  of  a  vehicle  tire. 

N.  E.  Parrish.  president  of  the  Parrish  & 
Bin.gham  Co.,  Cleveland,  O.,  told  a  Wheel 
man  that  his  firm  had  absolutely  the  pick  of 
the  bicycle  sprocket  trade  ithis  year,  orders 
having  been  received  for  some  800,000.  Mr. 
Parrish  said  he  wished  he  could  persuade 
manufacturers  to  specify  deliveries  and  then 
abide  by  those  specifications.  "The  curse  of 
the  business  now,"  said  Mr.  Parrish,  "is  that 
everybody  wants  goods  the  first  fine  week 
that  comes  along,  and  the  manufacturer  of 
parts  cannot  possibly  do  the  impossible, 
which  means  delivery  of  goods  when  wanted 
in  a  hurry.  If  they  would  only  specify  and 
give  us  a  little  time  for  delivery  it  would  ob- 
viate much  of  the  unpleasantness  which  has 
been  the  characteristic  of  the  past." 

A  most  interesting  line  of  stands  has  re- 
cently been  added  to  the  goods  which  Mr. 
M.  G.  Oppenheim.  of  New  York,  represents 
in  the  East.  These  stands  are  manufactured 
by  Ilubbell  Bros.,  of  Kelly  Corners,  Dela- 
ware Countv,  New  York.     There  are  three  of 


them — a  wheel  trueing  stand,  a  repair  man's 
stand  and  a  bicycle  stand.  The  repair  man's 
stand  holds  the  bicycle  in  any  position  nec- 
essary to  make  repairs;  it  will  tip  sideways 
either  way  to  a  horizontal  position,  and  the 
bicycle  cannot  roll  or  tip  in  the  clamps.  It 
has  a  swinging  tray  to  receive  tools  and  parts 
of  bicycles,  making  it  very  convenient  for 
the  operator.  It  lists  at  $5.  The  bicycle 
stand  possesses  many  of  the  same  advantages, 
and  lists  at  $2.50.  The  trueing  stand  has  an 
adjustable  gauge,  and  lists  at  $5. 


The  Trade  in  Toledo. 

Toledo,  O.,  Jan.  27.^ — Al.  Peter  has  sold  the 
bicycle  end  of  his  business  at  334  Superior 
street  to  N.  W.  Church,  of  the  Snell  Cycle_ 
Mfg.  Co.,  and  Mr.  Church  has  formed  a  part- 
nership with  E.  G.  Eager.  The  new  business 
will  be  conducted  as  a  wholesale  and  retail 
store.  The  Snell  will  be  the  leading  wheel 
handled.  The  firm  will  have  over  seventy 
agents  handling  the  Great  Western  lines.  The 
Viking  crew  will  be  in  the  employ  of  the  firm, 
including  Mr.  Gouty,  Jack  Dempsey,  Leslie 
M.  Ross.  Almon  Wheelock,  B.  O.  Gamble, 
W.  H.  Shell,  Harry  Mcintosh  and  Louis 
Freedman. 

Capt.  W.  G.  Alexander  has  added  the  Olive 
wheel  to  his  list.  He  will  place  in  stock  a 
large  number  of  Stearns  and  Tribunes. 

The  E.  A.  Eager  Co.  was  fortunate  in  plac- 
ing an  order  for  55,000  pairs  of  Tillinghast 
tires  before  the  advance  in  price,  and  Mr.  Ea- 
,ger  says  he  has  already  sold  30,000  pairs  and 
the  trade  has  not  fairly  opened  up. 

J.  Swindeman  &  Co.  will  open  their  new 
store  at  321  Superior  street,  February  1,  and 
will  handle  a  full  line  of  1900  Cleveland 
wheels. 


A  Garden  to  Itoe. 

Many  hundred  people  spend  their  working 
hours  in  the  Park  Row  building,  and  a  large 
percentage  of  these  know  of  the  fact  that 
the  American  Bicycle  Co.  has  offices  on  the 
twenty-second  floor,  and  that  on  that  floor 
there  is  an  interesting  collection  of  various 
lines  of  bicycles.  It  is  by  no  means  a  retail 
salesroom,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  would-be  in- 
dividual purchasers  would  be  taken  into  the 
exhibition  room;  but  propinquity  breeds  fa- 
miliarity, is  conducive  to  business.  Said 
one  of  the  elevator  men,  in  Park  Row  build- 
ing, the  other  day:  "They  will  have  to  have 
more  space  for  their  wheels  soon.  I  am 
waiting  to  see  that  Geneva  tandem.  I  want 
to  see  it  before  I  get  one." 


A  Frosty  Reply. 

A  lone  bicycle  was  pulling  up  South  Laurel 
street  the  other  afternoon  while  it  was  rain- 
ing and  the  wheel  throwing  mud  about  five 
feet  in  the  air,  when  a  passer-by  called  "Ice!" 
With  a  disdainful  look  the  wheelman  turned 
and  replied  in  a  drawling  voice:  "Aw!  gwan. 
Do  you  think  you  can  cut  your  name  in  it 
on  a  pair  of  skates?" — Bridgeton  News. 
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EIROPEAN  AGENT  ARRESTED. 


Oscar  Selbach,  Representative  of  Miami  Cycle  Co., 

Arrested  in  Middletown  for  Alleged 

Embezzlement. 

Middletown.  O.,  Jan.,  25.— Oscar  Solbach, 
European  agent  for  the  Miami  Cycle  Co., 
was  arrested  here  for  alleged  embezzlement 
of  $2,500  from  the  company.  The  statement 
was  made  by  the  company  that  during  the 
past  year  Selbach.  closed  a  deal  for  the  use 
of  the  Racycle  patents  in  Germany  with  the 
Bielefelden  Machine  Co.,  of  Beilefelden,  Ger- 
many, for  a  total  sum  of  $10,000,  from  which 
the  agent  deducted  the  sum  mentioned,  claim- 
ing that  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  use  it 
as  a  bribe  for  one  of  the  company,  in  order 
to  secure  the  contract. 

The  company  suspected  that  such  was  not 
•  the  case,  and  sent  a  representative  to  Ger- 
niany  to  investigate.  When  he  reported  at 
Middletown,  on  his  return,  the  company 
thou.uht  it  had  sufficient  grounds  for  believ- 
ing its  suspicions  true,  and  took  advantage 
of  a  request  from  Selbach  that  he  report  at 
the  home  office  for  consultation  on  some 
other  matters.  Upon  his  arrival  he  was  con- 
fronted with  the  German  matter,  and,  re- 
fusing  to   return   the   money,   was   arrested. 

Selbach  stoutly  maintained  that  he  had 
used  the  money  as  stated,  and  adhered  to  it 
in  his  preliminary  examination.  In  this  ex- 
amination he  was  held  in  |1,000  bonds,  which 
were    furnished. 


The  Carbide  Market. 

London,  Jan.  25. — Nothing  seems  more  un- 
reliable than  anticipations  of  the  German  cal- 
cium carbide  market.  In  last  reports  it  was 
foreseen  that  a  big  Swiss  firm  would  be  un- 
able to  supply  the  quantities  expected,  owing 
to  the  destruction  of  the  factory.  But  the 
damage  could  not  have  been  so  heavy,  as  sev- 
eral large  consignments  were  received  from 
the  same  c|uarter,  which  brought  the  market 
up  to  a  proper  standard  of  demand  and  sup- 
ply. A  new  factory  in  Sweden  lias  also  start- 
ed to  put  its  products  on  the  market,  and 
by  now  a  large  quantity  will  be  at  disposal, 
so  that  delivery  for  contracts  is  fairly  se- 
cured. Several  other  works  in  Sweden  and 
Switzerland  are  nearly  ready,  and  will  soon 
enter  into  competition.  Owing  to  the  regu- 
lar supply  prices  have  not  risen,  but  remained 
steady,  although  several  South  German  works 
had  to  stop  their  machinery  for  lack  of 
power.  The  export  trade  kept  steady,  and 
the  shipped  quantities  are  the  largest  on  rec- 
ord. The  rise  in  export  will  have  the  largest 
influence  upon  price  formations.  A  Berlin 
engineer,  Paul  VVolfT,  has  invented  a  new 
process  for  making  carbide,  which,  he  says, 
will    revolutionize   the   production. 


Iver  Johnson's  Catalogue. 

The  new  catalogue  of  the  Iver  Johnson's 
Arms  &  Cycle  Works  is  ofT  the  press,  and 
proves  a  worthy  successor  to  those  issued  by 
ihc'company  in  the  past.  The  cover  is  in  a 
deep  crimson  color,  with  a  neat  and  attrac- 
tive design,  in  panel,  showing  one  of  the  fair 
riders  of  the  Iver  Johnson.  The  rest  of  the 
printed  matter  on  the  cover  is  the  simple  an- 
nouncement of  the  company's  title  and  ad- 
dress. The  first  page  is  devoted  to  a  re- 
SHm^     of    the    company's     history,    and    this 


proves  attractive  to  the  reader,  as  it  shows 
how  extensive  has  been  the  work  of  the  con- 
cern in  the  handling  of  metals.  It  has  been 
in  the  business  of  manufacturing  bicycles 
since  1884,  which  is  suf^cient  guarantee  of 
its  experience,  and  offers  a  solution  of  the 
high-grade  construction  and  finish  in  the 
machines  turned  out.  The  text  matter  of 
the  catalogue  is  devoted  to  specifications  un- 
der each  model  shown,  together  with  manu- 
facturing methods  and  descriptions  of  the 
various  parts  and  novelties.  The  illustrations 
are  strong  and  clear  and  are  shown  in  pairs 
— each  men's  model  on  the  same  page  with 
its  coimterpart  for  women.  This  is  a  com- 
mendable feature.  Dealers  and  riders  should 
secure  this  catalogue  if  they  would  have  an 
interesting  chapter  in  the  bicycle  business. 

Money  Maker  for  Dealers. 

The  INIanhattan  Vending  Co.,  of  New  York, 
seems  to  have  a  good  thing  in  their  automatic 
bicycle  pump,  which  deals  out  a  cent's  worth 
of  air  each  time  that  smallest  of  coin  value  is 
dropped  in  a  slot.  This  pump  is  a  money 
maker  par  excellence,   for  the   simple  reason 
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the  air  it  deals  out  costs  nothing,  and  outside 
the  original  cost  of  the  machine  the  earnings 
are  pure  "velvet."  Mr.  M.  L.  Bridgeman,  so 
favorably  known  in  New  York  and  elsewhere, 
is  manager  of  the  company,  but  George  R. 
Eidwell,  Collector  of  the  Port  of  New  York, 
is  one  of  several  others,  well  off  financially, 
who  are  behind  the  scheme.  Territory  in 
New  York  State  is  for  sale,  and  the  chances 
are  it  will  soon  be  snapped  up. 


Value  of  Side-Lines. 

Portland.  Ore.,  Jan.  25. — "Bicycle  guaran- 
tees are  the  subject  of  considerable  discus- 
sion now,  and  will  concern  the  riders  a  good 
deal  as  long  as  changes  in  agencies  are  prob- 
able," said  H.  W.  Mitchell,  of  Mitchell,  Lew- 
is &  Staver  Co.,  this  morning.  "One  very 
naturally  feels  a  little  modest  in  calling  at- 
tention to  matters  that  come  so  near  home 
as  this,  but  in  view  of  the  broad  claims  made, 
it  will  be  allowable  'for  me  to  suggest  that 
riders  will  certainly  appreciate  a  bicycle  guar- 
antee behind  which  such  an  old  and  substan- 
tial firm  as  our  concern  stands.  While  our 
bicycle  business  is  among  the  largest  in  the 
city,  it  is  but  one  department  of  our  store, 
buggies,  carriages,  wagons  and  agricultu'-fll 
implements  being  our  principal  stock  in  track 


for  almost  a  quarter  of  a  century.  If  we  sold 
six  wheels  a  year  the  riders  vi  ould  be  cared 
for,  year  after  year,  just  the  same  as  they 
are  with  our  sale  of  thousands,  because  our 
vehicle  and  implement  business  is  thoroughly 
established.  But  should  a  dealer  in  bicycles 
exclusively,  sell  no  more  than  a  few  dozen 
wheels,  he  would  be  obliged  to  go  out  of 
business,  and  the  riders  of  his  wheels  would 
be  left  to  shift  for  themselves.  I  simply  sug- 
gest this  as  food  for  thought,  as  in  the  ag- 
gregate of  the  bicycle  business  it  amounts  to 
a  great  deal,  while  to  a  rider  individually  it 
may    appear    like    an    insignificant    matter." 


Kellogg  Tube  Plant  Sold. 

Findlay,  O.,  Jan.  26. —The  old  Kellogg 
Seamless  Tube  plant,  lying  just  north  of  the 
city,  title  to  which  has  been  in  litigation  for 
some  time  past,  is  now  the  property  t)f  the 
Heckert-Baltzley  Company,  the  deed  of  con- 
veyance of  the  grounds  and  buildings  there- 
on to  William  J.  Dante  and  Abner  Greenleaf 
having  been  filed  in  the  county  recorder's 
office  Friday  afternoon. 

The  deed  of  transfer  was  made  by  E.  D. 
Nickerson,  special  master  commissioner,  un- 
der special  decree  and  order  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  and  the  consideration  named 
therein  was  $44,255,  paid  in  the  manner  and 
as  by  the  decree  and  order  of  the  court  pro- 
vided. 

Having  at  last  acquired  a  title  to  their  plant 
the  Heckert-Baltzley  Company  started  the 
tires  under  the  furnaces  Friday  afternoon  and 
the  plant  will  be  in  full  running  order  in  a 
short  time.  Billets  and  steel  tubing  will  be 
produced. 


Hunt  Goes  to  Boston  Cycle  Co. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Jan.  25. — Charles  E.  Hunt, 
for  the  past  three  years  the  manager  of  the 
bicycle  sundry  business  of  Horace  Partridge 
&  Co.,  has  entered  into  the  employ  of  the 
Boston  Cycle  Co.,  7  Hanover  street. 

The  business  of  this  house  has  already 
reached  large  proportions,  and  Mr.  Hunt's 
experience  with  the  old  established  house  of 
Horace  Partridge  &  Co.,  as  the  head  of  one 
of  their  largest  and  most  successful  depart- 
ments, together  with  his  acquaintance  with 
the  trade  all  over  New  England,  where  he  is 
well  and  favorably  known,  will  no  doubt  do 
much  to  increase  the  prestige  and  business 
of  the  popular  Boston  Cycle  Co. 


Chainless  Company  Gets  Verdict. 

Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  27.— The  Supreme 
Court  jury,  in  the  case  of  the  Chainless  Cy- 
cle Co.  against  the  Security  Insurance  Co., 
of  New  Haven,  brought  in  a  verdict  of 
$1,024.55  for  the  plaintiffs.  The  action  was 
one  of  six  on  the  present  calendar  brought 
by  pl-aintiffs  to  recover  on  policies  for  fire 
insurance. 


Brooklyn  Dealer  Arrested. 

Deputy  Sheriff  Beardall,  of  Sheriff  Wal- 
ton's office,  has  arrested  Theodore  Yonkers, 
formerly  a  bicycle  dealer,  at  617  Grand  street, 
Brooklyn,  on  an  order  of  the  Supreme  Court 
in  an  action  by  the  Tudea  Rubber  Co.  to 
secure  $315  for  goods  sold  attd  delivered. 
He  has  been  admitted  to  bail.. 
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A  NEW  POLICY 

To  Prevent  Price  Cutting  The  Badger 

Brass  Co.  Take  a  Firm  Stand 

With  the  Jobbers. 


The  Badger  Brass  Mfg.  Co.,  makers  of  the  Celebrated 
SOLAR  LAMPS,  announce  to  the  Trade  that  beginning 
with  January  22d,  1900,  THE  SOLAR  BICYCLE  LAMP 
will  be  sold  to  the  Trade  by  the  Jobbers  at  a  fixed  trade 
price. 

All  of  the  Jobbers  in  this  country  have  entered  into  an 
arrangement  with  the  Badger  Brass  Mfg.  Co.  to  sell  at 
not  less  than  this  price  and  the  stipulations  are: 

First— No  greater  cash  discount  to  be  allowed  than  2%, 

Second— No  allowance  on  other  goods  that  could  be 
considered  equivalent  to  a  cut  on  these  lamps* 

Third— All  quotations  at  less  than  fixed  price  to  be 
withdrawn. 

Fourth— Sworn  statement  to  be  furnished  to  Badger 
Brass  Mfg.  Co.  at  any  time  called  for  that  these  stipula- 
tions have  been  adhered  to. 

The  object  of  this  new  policy  is  to  prevent  price  cutting 
and  insure  to  the  Jobbers  and  to  the  Trade  a  profit  on  the 
SOLAR   LAMP. 

As  long  as  the  Jobbers  were  in  a  position  to  sell  the 
SOLAR  at  any  price,  the  Trade  was  never  sure  that  it 
was  buying  the  lamp  at  the  bottom  price,  and  this  state 
of  affairs  resulted  in  the  Dealers  selling  the  lamps  so  close 
that  they  were  inclined  to  complain  about  the  small  profit. 

It  is  hoped  that  this  making  a  fixed  Dealer's  price  will 
instill  confidence  in  the  Dealer  and  that  he  will  sell  THE 
SOLAR  at  a  Profit-making  Price  during  the  season 
of  1900. 

THE  BADGER  BRASS  MFG.  CO., 

KENOSHA,  WIS. 
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BRETZ  OPTIMISTIC. 


Manager  of  Barnes  Company  Says  the  Coming  Year 

Will  Be  One  of  the  Best  in  History  of  the 

Bicycle  Trade. 

■'Jake"  Bretz,  of  the  Barnes  Company,  who 
has  been  present  at  every  cycle  trade  exhibit 
since  the  first  affair  of  the  kind  was  held  years 
ago  in  Philadelphia,  said  of  the  Show: 

"I  have  never  been  in  favor  of  shows.  I 
have  always  thought  them  a  nuisance  to  the 
maker,  the  salesman  and  the  agent,  but  this 
show  proved  a  direct  benefit  to  the  trade  and 
to  the  sport  itself.  We  did  an  excellent  busi- 
ness. I  expected  that,  however,  for  I  have 
not  seen  so  much  life  and  ginger  in  the  cycle 
trade  for  years  as  there  is  this  season.  It  re- 
minds me  of  the  time  we  were  all  making 
money  hand  over  hand,  and  it  looks  as  though 
we  were  just  starting  in.  This  year  is  bound 
to  prove  a  good  year,  and  I  predict  that  other 
good  years  will  follow  for  years  to  come." 

"To  what  do  you  attribute  the  improved 
conditions  of  trade?" 

"To  several  things,  but  chiefly  to  the  advent 
of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.  Prior  to  the 
consolidation  the  trade  was  in  a  very  bad 
way,  with  every  prospect  of  affairs  becoming 
worse.  Agents  throughout  the  country,  in 
many  instances,  had  lost  their  confidence,  and 
felt  no  assurance  from  week  to  week  that  this, 
that  or  the  other  maker  with  whom  they  were 
dealing  would  not  be  compelled,  through  some 
cause,  to  break  his  price  or  throw  a  lot  of 
wheels  upon  the  market  under  any  and  all 
conditions.  The  organization  of  the  Ameri- 
can Bicycle  Co.,  however,  has  dissipated  all 
such  fears.  Agents  know  that  every  danger 
which  has  confronted  them  heretofore  has 
been  overcome,  and  they  feel  every  degree'  of 
confidence  that  prices  will  be  maintained,  or- 
ders filled  and  contracts  lived  up  to  through- 
out the  year.  The  bicycle  trade  is  in  better 
shape  to-day  than  it  has  been  before  at  any 
time  during  its  history.  As  the  result  of  con- 
solidation the  maker  can  afford  to  turn  out 
better  wheels  for  the  same  money  than  would 
have  been  possible  for  any  individual  factory 
to  have  done  a  year  ago  and  make  money. 

"Do  I  look  for  any  further  reduction  in 
price?  No.  America  is  to-day  selling  the 
best  constructed  wheels  in  the  world  for  the 
least  money." 


Graves  to  Handle  Racycle. 

Joseph  T.  Graves,  for  a  number  of  years 
with  the  retail  department  of  H.  A.  Lozier  & 
Co.,  at  Cleveland,  and  last  year  in  charge  of 
the  branch  store  of  the  American  Machine 
Co.,  will  conduct  a  retail  store  of  his  own  in 
that  city  the  coming  season,  handling  the  Ra- 
cycle as  his  leading  machine.  Mr.  Graves  is 
at  present  covering  Ohio  for  the  Miami  Cycle 
&  Mfg.  Co. 

The  Snell  Catalogue. 

Always  one  of  the  most  artistic  of  the  cat- 
alogues issued  by  the  makers,  that  of  the 
Snell  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  for  this  year,  is  no  ex- 
ception. It  is  just  issued  and  is  well  worthy 
a  place  with  those  which  have  been  sent  out 
by  other  companies,  and  which  have  been 
rated  as  the  finest  examples  of  the  printer's 
art.  The  cover  is  in  three  colors,  with  a 
scroll  work  design  which  sets  off  the  gold 
borders.  The  pages  are  printed  in  black, 
with  a  design  border  in  green,  each  page  set- 


ting off  the  one  opposite.  Snell  bicycles  and 
parts  are  accurately  described  and  directly 
opposite  each  model,  shown  in  half-tone,  are 
the  complete  specifications.  The  principal 
parts  are  illustrated  and  described,  not  at 
such  length  as  would  weary  the  reader,  but 
sufficiently  to  give  an  accurate  idea  of  each. 
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Two  Useful  Tools.     /Vf    / 

One  of  the  most  useful  inventions  for  the 
bicycle  repair  trade  which  has  been  intro- 
duced for  a  long  time  is  the  patent  combina- 
tion tap,  drill  and  bushing  for  repairing 
cranks  that  have  the  pedal  thread  stripped, 
which  is  being  manufactured  by  the  Elastic 
Tip  Co.,  of  Boston,  Mass.  This  article 
consists  of  a  combination  tap  and  drill, 
which  is  designed  to  accomplish  two  pur- 
poses with  one  opera- 
tion: it  reams  out  the 
stripped  threads  and 
rethreads  the  crank 
ready  to  receive  ■  the 
bushing.  The  tap  and  o  73 
drill  may  be  used  -3  c  g; 
either  in  a  bit  brace  or  "^.a-^ 

a   machine.     After  the  5^^ 

„  tag' 

new  thread  is  cut,  the    Sm" 

c;  a 

bushing       is      screwed    Jign 

mto  the  crank  by  use  2    5 

of   a    screw-driver,  and 

the    crank    then    is    as      ^^ 

good    as    new    and    all    ^  SS 

ready    to    receive    the    3£.n 

pedals,    as    the    inside  S^' 

of   these   bushings   are  h5^ 

threaded    to     conform 

with  the  thread  of  the 

pedal.  By  this  im- 
proved method  of  re- 
pairing    cranks      only 

two     operations     are 

necessary,    whereas  the 

old   ways   of  repairing 

required  six  opera- 
tions,    and     also     the 

cost  of  renickeling  the 

crank. 

These  goods  are  put  up  in  a  box  contain- 
ing one  pair  of  taps  and  drills,  together  with 
one  dozen  pair  of  bushings.  The  bushings 
can  be  furnished  for  pedals  threaded  1-2—20 
or  1-2 — 24,  right  and  left,  whichever  is  de- 
sired; and  the  cost  of  $1.50  per  dozen  pair 
for  bushings  makes  the  actual  cost,  including 
labor  for  repairing  a  crank,  not  over  ten 
cents,  whereas  any  other  method  for  repair- 
ing cranks  that  have  pedal  thread  stripped 
would  cost  at  least  from  50  to  75  cents  to  ac- 
complish a  similar  result. 

In  their  sprocket  wrench,  the  Elastic  Tip 
Co.  have  another  useful  tool.  This  wrench 
easily  removes  any  sprocket  without  scarring 
the  teeth  or  injuring  the  nickel.  The  old  way 
of  taking  oft'  sprockets  is  to  put  them  in  a 
vise;  but  this  almost  invariably  injures  the 
sprocket,  as  well  as  requiring  extra  time  for 
doing  it.  This  wrench  is  sold  to  the  repairer 
at  50  cents,  and  would  seem  to  be  an  article 
that  should   appeal  to  him. 

Fittings  for  Two  Trades. 

Signs  of  the  close  relationship  of  the  bicy- 
cle and  automobile  trades  are  not  wanting. 
.\mong  the  jobbers  to  announce  fittings  for 
both  classes  of  vehicles  is  Chas.  E.  Miller.  97 
Reade  street,  New  York  City.  Mr.  Miller  is 
a  veteran  in  the  cycle  trade,  having  for  a  long 


time  been  connected  with  the  Western  Wheel 
Works,  and  later  with  the  G.  R.  Johnson  Co., 
as  buyer. 

His  leader  in  the  motor  vehicle  fittings  line 
is  a  pneumatic  ball-bearing  wire  wheel,  easily 
and  quickly  attachable  to  any  vehicle.  In 
this  line  he  has,  also,  chains,  hubs,  axles, 
spokes,  sprockets,  steel  rims,  steel  balls, 
lamps,  bells,  gears,  tires  and  other  motor  ve- 
hicle supplies  and  fittings.  Mr.  Miller  is 
selling  agent  for  the  Cortland  Carriage  Goods 
Co.'s  crown  hubs,  Thomas  Machine  Co.'s  O. 
K.  pedals  and  the  Janesville  Mfg.  Co.'s  spokes 
and  nipples.  He  has  a  complete  line  of  bicy- 
cle parts,  and,  in  fact,  everything  necessary  to 
build  and  repair  a  bicycle.  His  stock  of  rims, 
spokes  and  hubs  is  especially  large,  and  he 
guarantees  the  promptest  delivery  in  all  lines. 


Interesting  Methods  for  Showing  Machines. 

It  is  remarkable  what  can  be  accomplished 
by  a  little  thought  beforehand  in  catering  to 
the  public.  At  the  Show  this  year  there  was 
a  method  of  showing  bevel-gears,  coaster- 
brakes  and  cushion-frames  at  the  different 
stands  that  never  was  seen  before.  It  was 
simply  that  of  showing  only  the  rear  section 
of  a  bicycle  mounted  on  a  stand,  with  the 
cups  over  the  gears  cut  away  so  as  to  expose 
the  working  of  the  gears.  The  section  of  a 
frame  was  in  itself  catchy  and  attracted  much 
attention,  but  a  better  purpose  was  served  in 
helping  riders  to  understand  the  nature  of  the 
machines.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  thousands 
learned  things  from  these  exhibits  that  they 
never  knew  before.  It  is  features  of  this  kind, 
with  such  practical  demonstrations  as  that  of 
the  gear-cutting  machine  that  made  the  Show 
more  educational  than  any  previous  one,  and 
there  can  he  little  doubt  but  that  much  good 
has  been  done  in  convincing  the  public  that 
the  bicycle  trade  is  marching  forward. 


Strike  in  Buffalo  Shop. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  25.  —  One  hundred 
hands  quit  work  at  the  factory  of  Kleim  & 
Co.,  yesterday  noon.  They  say  that  many 
of  them  receive  but  $4  and  $5  a  week,  and 
that  many  of  the  married  men  get  but  $1 
a  day.  This  firm  makes  bicycle  parts.  The 
strikers  are  employed  in  the  press-room,  and 
range  from  16  to  22  years  in  age.  They  ask 
for  a  raise  of  25  cents  a  day,  and  claim  that 
they  have  secured  the  promise  of  at  least 
150  polishers  to  quit  work  in  case  their  de- 
mand is  not  granted.  There  are  about  600 
men  in  the  entire  shop. 

Spaulding  Machine  Screw  Co.  Matters. 

The  following  notice  is  self-explanatory: 

Supreme  Court,  Erie  County. — In  the  matter  of  the 
application  of  a  majority  of  the  directors  of  the  Spauld- 
ing Machine  Screw  Company  for  a  voluntary  dissolu- 
tion  of  said  corporation. 

Notice  is  hereby  given  that  pursuant  to  an  order 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  this  day  made  and  entered  in 
this  proceeding,  all  creditors  and  persons  interested 
are  directed  to  show  cause  at  a  Special  Term  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  to  be  held  at  the  City  and  County 
Hall,  in  the  city  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  on  the  21st  day  of 
February,  1900,  at  the  opening  of  court  on  that  day, 
or  as  soon  thereafter  as  counsel  can  be  heard,  why 
my  accounts  as  permanent  receiver  of  the  Spaulding 
Machine  Screw  Company,  then  to  be  submitted 
should  not  be  audited  and  passed  and  why  I  should 
not  make  distribution  of  the  funds  and  moneys  in  my 
hands  belonging  to  my  trust  and  why,  upon  making 
such  distribution,  1  should  not  be  discharged  as  such 
receiver  and  my  bond  canceled. 

Dated  Buffalo,  X.  Y.,  .Tan.  18,  1900. 

LOR.\N    b.  LEWIS,  JR.,   Receiver. 
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BY  TWO  YEARS  of  effective  work  in  the  face  of  adverse  criticism 
the  COLUMBIA  BEVEL-GEAR  CHAINLESS  won  its  reputation  as 
the  leader  of  all  bicycles.  On  road  and  track  its  performances 
have  never  been  equalled.  The  1900  Model  has  the  added  advantages  of 
greatly  reduced  weight  and  further  improvement  in  the  driving  mechan- 
ism.  It  was  freely  acknowledged  to  be  the  leading  feature  of  the  cycle 
exhibits  at  the  New  York  Show  where  it  was  brought  into  direct  com*, 
parison  with  the  best  that  has  been  acconiplished  in  the  building  of 

wheels  of  other  types.    Price  $75.  _^ 

COLUMBIA,  HARTFORD,  STORMER  AND  PENNANT  CHAIN  WHEELS, 
by  reason  of  their  general  excellence  and  their  wide  range  of  pattern 
and  price,  comprise  the  most  representative  line  of  1900  bicycles  of  the 
chain  type.  Prices  $50,  $35,  $30,  $25.  Read  the  new  Columbia  and 
Stormer  Catalogues  which  are  replete  with  information  of  peculiar 
value  to  the  dealer  or  to  the  rider  at  this  time  of  the  year.  The  COLUM«^ 
BIA  COASTER  BRAKE  does  its  work  without  wearing  or  straining  the 
running  parts  of  the  machine.- 


AMERICAN  BICYCLE  COMPANY, 
POPE  SALES   DEPARTMENT,     «     HARTFORD,  CONN. 
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ANOTHER  COMPARISON. 


The  London   "Engineer"  Tells  How  American  Manu- 
facturers of  Machine  Tools  Are 
Getting  Business. 

A  very  interesting  series  of  articles  have 
been  running  in  the  London  "Engineer"  on 
the  subject  of  British  and  American  machine 
tools,  and  in  the  current  issue  there  is  a  com- 
oarison  of  the  facilities  for  deliver}'  and  meth- 
ods of  selling  which  is  instructive.  Comment- 
ing upon  these,  the  "Cycle  Trader"  says: 

When  the  question  of  prompt  delivery  is 
considered,  one  finds  that  a  purchaser  in 
England  can  usually,  in  busy  times,  procure 
American  more  promptly  than  English  ma- 
chine tools.  This  is  due  to  two  causes.  In 
the  first  place,  American  firms,  as  a  rule, 
stock  machinery  in  far  larger  quantities  than 
the  English  manufacturers;  and,  secondly, 
nearly  every  American  toolmaker  of  impor- 
tance has  his  representatives  or  agents  in  this 
country,  to  whom  he  sends,  from  tirne  to 
time,  portions  of  his  superfluous  stock  to  be 
disposed  of.  It  will  thus  often  happen  that 
a  purchaser,  when  times  are  good,  requiring 
a  tool  in  a  hurry  to  assist  him  in  fulfilling  a 
pressing  contract,  after  applying  in  vain  for 
immediate  delivery  from  our  leading  makers, 
will  find  he  is  able  to  procure  a  machine  to 
suit  his  purpose  from  among  the  representa- 
tives of  American  houses.  Nor  do  our  mak- 
ers appear  to  consider  t^iis  of  any  great  im- 
portance. Seemingly,  when  they  have  suf- 
ficient work  on  their  books  to  keep  them 
busily  employed  for  several  months  ahead, 
they  are  content  to  allow  purchasers  to  go 
elsewhere  for  the  time  being. 

Were  it  impossible  to  procure  goods  of 
equal  quality  from  any  other  source,  this  pol- 
icy could  no  doubt  be  continued  without  any 
ill  effect,  but  when  machines  as  good  can  be 
obtained  from  abroad  in  a  much  shorter  space 
of  time,  and  sometimes  at  even  a  lower  cost, 
inability  to  supply  demand  is  disastrous.  Un- 
less he  can  afford  to  lock  up  a  large  amount 
of  capital,  it  is  impossible  for  the  English 
manufacturer  to  carry  a  complete  stock,  with- 
out which  prompt  delivery  is  impossible,  with 
prudence,  for  owing  to  the  great  variety  he 
undertakes,  he  cannot  with  any  certainty  fore- 
tell what  class  of  machinery  he  is  likely  to 
be  called  upon  to  supply.  But  the  condi- 
tions in  America  are  different.  A  firm  which 
makes  nothing  but  one  type  of  machine  is 
never  asked  to  supply  anything  else;  and 
can,  therefore,  continue  to  manufacture  this 
one  tool  with  tolerable  certainty  that  a  mar- 
ket for  it  will  arise  within  a  reasonable  time. 

Thus,  when  a  purchaser  is  in  pressing  want 
of  machinery,  he  can  go  to  the  various  agents 
of  American  firms  with  the  probability  that 
he  will  be  able  to  procure  what  he  requires 
within  a  comparatively  short  space  of  time. 
It  is  true  that  if  he  is  in  need  of  a  number 
of  different  machines  he  may  have  to  divide 
his  order  between  several  different  makers, 
but  the  chances  are  that  among  them  all  he 
will  be  able  to  satisfy  his  requirements.  This 
does  not  apply,  of  course,  to  the  very  large 
machine  tools,  which  are  only,  as  a  rule, 
made  to  order;  when  such  is  the  case,  Eng- 
lish and  American  makers  stand  upon  an 
equal  footing;  but  the  trade  in  light  machin- 
ery is  of  sufficient  importance  to  make  the 
question  of  prompt  delivery  worthy  of  the 
most   serious  consideration. 


Any  manufacturer  will  in  the  abstract  ad- 
mit the  necessity  of  preventing  his  regular 
customers  from  procuring  their  goods  from 
other  firms;  but,  in  times  such  as  these,  when 
everyone  is  lull  of  work,  the  importance  of 
this  is  very  apt  to  be  lost  sight  of.  It  is 
annoying  to  an  individual  requiring  goods 
in  a  hurry  to  be  told  with  a  bland  smile  that 
he  should  have  placed  his  orders  long  ago; 
and,  as  a  large  proportion  of  customers  will 
always  delay  ordering  until  necessity  com- 
pels them,  it  is  important  that  our  makers 
should  be  in  a  position  to  meet  such  demands 
without  undue  delay. 

The  Wood  Truing  Device.    ^        ^ 

The  illustration  shows  a  very  practical  lit- 
1,le  repair  tool  that  will  be  greatly  apprecia- 
ted by  all,  both  repairmen  and  riders,  as  it 
makes    the    work    so    simple    that    it    can    be 


used  by  anyone.  It  is  made  by  L.  Wood  & 
Son,  of  Stamford,  Conn.  The  directions  are 
to  attach  the  clamp  firmly  to  front  fork  or 
rear  stay,  with  the  sliding  gauge  on  a  line 
with   rim,   as   shown    in    the   above   cut;    then 


adjust  the  sliding  gauge  until  it  hits  the  rim 
where  it  is  out  the  most;  then,  by  loosening 
or  tightening  the  spokes,  the  wheels  can  be 
made  perfectly  round  by  using  this  device. 
It  is  so  simple  that  anyone  can  readily  do 
the  work  without  removing  the  wheels  from 
the    frame. 


A  Pioneer  of  Makers  Gone. 

"It  is  a  fact  not  generally  known,"  said 
one  of  the  exhibitors  at  the  bicycle  show, 
"that  Marcena  Hitchcock,  notice  of  whose 
death  appeared  in  all  of  the  city  papers  last 
week,  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  manu- 
facture of  bicycles.  If  I  am  not  mistaken 
he  was  the  very  first  man  in  this  country  to 
manufacture  bicycles  in  any  quantity.  They 
were   the    old   high    wheels,    and   he   told    me 


that  his  first  order  was  for  fifty  machines, 
and  was  given  'him  by  Colonel  Albert  A. 
Pope,  head  of  the  then  just  organized  Pope 
Mfg.  Co.  Mr.  Hitchcock  was  at  the  time 
connected  with  the  Weed  Sewing  Machine 
Co.,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  Colonel  Pope 
was  then,  as  he  is  now,  a  resident  of  Boston. 
A  rather  singular  fact  in  connection  with  the 
manufacture,  too,  is  that  the  shop  v/here  the 
first  wheels  were  made  is  now  the  Pope  Com- 
pany's bicycle  factory,  they  having  bought 
it  after  the  failure  of  the  Weed  Sewing  Ma- 
chine Co.  Mr.  Hitchcock  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  in  the  manufacture  of  the  perfected 
firearm,  and  during  the  civil  war  was  with 
the  Remington  Company,  at  Ilion,  in  this 
State,  leaving  that  concern  to  go  to  the 
Sharpe  rifie  and  pistol  people,  then  situated 
in   Philadelphia,  I  believe." 


Alleged  Agent  Securing  Orders. 

New  Britain,  Conn.,  Jan.  27.  —  Charles 
Huhn,  an  alleged  agent  for  Columbia  bicy- 
cles, has  been  in  Plainville  and  vicinity  so- 
liciting orders  for  the  Columbia  bicycle  of 
1900.  Huhn  announced  that  he  conducted 
an  agency  in  Hartford  and  was  covering  this 
territory  in  connection  with  his  field  in  the 
Capitol  city.  He  alleged  that  he  was  desir- 
ous of  obtaining  orders  in  advance  so  as  to 
insure  the  prompt  shipment  of  wheels  on 
February  1.  It  now  transpires  that  Huhn 
hails  from  New  York  City,  and  is  an  all- 
round  crook  and  swindler. 

Bicycle  Firms  Swindled. 

Sioux  City,  la.,  Jan.  26. — Sioux  City  bicy- 
cle dealers  have  been  swindled  by  the  manip- 
ulations of  a  Chicago  gang.  One  of  the 
members  of  the  gang  secured  a  high  rating 
in  a  commercial  agency.  This  was  done  by 
transferring  to  him  a  large  amount  of  prop- 
erty, and  just  as  soon  as  he  had  been  rated 
the  property  was  transferred  back.  This  mem- 
ber guarantees  the  payment  for  wheels 
bought  by  another  member.  Three  hundred 
wheels  were  secured  and  shipped  to  Chadron, 
Neb.,  and  then  distributed. 


A  Catchy  Card. 

E.  L.  Blauvelt,  the  well  known  raicing  man, 
who  is  now  talking  Olive  and  Blauvelt  wheels 
to  a  Newark  (N.  J.)  clientele,  has  gotten  out 
as  attractive  a  business  card  as  has  been  seen. 
Agents  who  want  something  pretty  and  eye- 
catchy  should  send  to  him  for  a  copy. 


Will  Enlarge  Diamond  Factory. 

Akron,  O.,  Jan.  25.- — In  the  spring  the  Dia- 
mond Rubber  Co.  is  going  to  concentrate  its 
large  force  of  bicycle  tire-makers  into  one  de- 
partment or  building.  For  this  purpose  a 
mammoth  building  will  be  erected  south  of 
the  present  plant. 

Order  from  Manila. 

Peoria.  I!!.,  Jan.  27.— The  Patee  Bicycle  Co. 
received  a  cable  order  from  Manila  for  fifty 
bicycles.  The  charges  on  the  message  were 
$32.50,   prepaid. 


Bicycle  Company  to  Quit. 

Reading,  Jan.  26.— The  Relay  Bicycle  Mfg. 
Co.  is  going  out  of  business  because  lower- 
l)rifcd   wheels  have  come   into  the   market. 
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BEHIND 


THE 


CLAUS 
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Ijnn  i   III         ADJUSTMENT 
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Every  Claus  Handle-Bar 

Is  backed  by  the  greatest  strength,  unsurpassed 
beauty,  perfect  workmanship,  and 

IS  GUARANTEED  FOREVER. 


aUARANTEED 


adjusJtable 


For  these  reasons  the  tider  wants  the  Claus  ;  and  for  these  reasons  the  maker,  jobber  and  dealer  ought  to  sell  it. 
Nobody  will  hesitate  to  buy  the  most  beautiful,  strongest  and  most  perfect  bar,  if,  besides,  it  is  guaranteed  forever. 
There  is  satisfaction  in  knowing  the  first  cost  is  the  whole  cost.     The  rider  figures  this  way  as  well  as  you  do. 
We  want  to  hear  from  makers,  jobbers  and  dealers  who  aren't  equipping  or  selling  the  Claus. 
If  other  bars  are  as  good,  why  don't  their  makers  guarantee  them  forever  ? 
Write  for  booklet,  "  Ten  Nights  In  a  Bar-Room." 

THE  CLAUS  HANDLE=BAR  MANUFACTURING  CO., 

MILWAUKEE,  WIS.,  U.  S.  A. 


■■HECHAMER  KRASSLLT  (C 


C,  B.  BARKER  &  CO,,  Ltd.,  Eastern  Distributors,  93  Reade  St.,  New  York  City 
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GERMAN  WHEEL  EXPORTS. 

Cheap  and    Dangerous    American    Bicycles    Sold  in 
Germany  Injure  Our  Importations. 

Washington,  Jan.  19. — Acting  Consul  J.  F. 
Monaghan,  of  Chemnitz,  reports  that  the  ex- 
ports of  bicycles  from  Germany  during  the 
tirst  nine  months  of  the  years  1897,  1898  and 
1899  amounted  to  $2,097,732,  $2,511,852  and 
$2,579,444,  respectively.  The  principal  mar- 
kets to  which  the  bicycles  were  exported 
were  Austria,  Switzerland,  Sweden,  Den- 
mark, Russia,  Holland,  England,  Belgium, 
Norway,  Italy,  British  colonies  and  South 
America. 

There  were  American  wheels  sold  in  Ger- 
many for  $20.23  that  were  dangerous  to  ride. 
A  firm  named  Bach  &  Co.,  of  Buchholz,  Sax- 
ony, sold  in  one  year  10,000  wheels  at  any 
price  between  $20.23  and  $41.65.  It  is  claimed 
that  they  did  more  to  injure  the  importation 
of  good  American  wheels  than  anything  else. 

This  market  is  still  open  to  a  large  trade 
in  American  wheels  if  certain  requirements 
are  complied  with,  the  best  possible  wheels 
for  the  least  possible  price,  not  to  exceed 
$59.50  at  retail;  all  broken  parts  to  be  re- 
placed in  the  city  in  which  the  machine  may 
be  purchased;  any  tire  will  answer,  but  the 
valves  must  be  like  those  in  vogue  here;  the 
law  requires  a  good  brake  on  each  wheel,  and 
no  wheel  should  be  sent  here  without  one. 


4  IH 


The  Pathlight  Lamp. 

Of  all  the  pat  phrases  that  are  being  used 
to  advertise  acetylene  gas  lamps,  that  adopted 
by  Schoverling,  Daly  &  Gales,  of  New  York, 
for  their  Pathlight  lamp,  is  among  the  most 


eflfective.  "It  Regulates  Itself."  That  tells 
the  whole  story  in  a  few  words.  The  firm,  in 
its  description  of  the  lamp,  says  that  no  in- 
structions are  necessary  for  its  operation  oth- 
er than  to  open  the  valve  and  leave  it  alone. 
The  lamp  is  so  constructed  that  it  is  automat- 
ic in  action,  and  there  is  no  adjustment  neces- 
sary, no  letting  in  more  or  less  water.  As  to 
construction,  the  lamp  consists  of  a  water 
chamber  and  a  lower  carbide  chamber.     The 


water  drops  from  one  chamber  to  the  other 
by  a  simple  screw  valve,  which  can  be  taken 
out,  thus  permitting  access  to  any  part  of  the 
lamp.  The  Pathlight  is  handsomely  finished 
and  sells  for  $2.50. 


Moralizing  in  Business  Letters. 

Twice  each  month  a  letter  is  penned  by  C. 
B.  Lockwood,  president  of  the  Lockwood 
Taylor  Hardware  Co.,  of  Cleveland,  a  con- 
cern which  has  become  a  factor  in  the  bicycle 
trade    in    that    section,    that    is    full    of   sound 


business  sense  and  good  business  morals. 
Mr.  Lockwood  is  a  philosopher  in  his  quiet 
way  and  many  of  his  sentences  have  an  Emer- 
sonian touch  that  becomes  quite  marked  when 
applied  to  a  business  letter.  For  business  let- 
ters there  are  reports  of  the  trade,  which  Mr. 
Lockwood  adorns,  covering  the  great  central 
West.  They  appear  twice  a  month  in  "Hard- 
ware," of  that  city.  A  few  terse  sentences 
taken  at  random  will  show  the  quality  of  Mr. 
Lockwood's  mind  and  the  bias  of  his  pen: 

"When  organizations  to  improve  business 
relations  supplement  the  church  in  inculcat- 
ing morality  it  is  a  good  omen." 

"Competition  uncontrolled  by  morality  is 
vicious  and  irreligious,  as  it  interferes  with 
the  prosperity,  peace  and  welfare  of  some 
people." 

"Dear  money  makes  cheap  goods  and  de- 
clining values — hard  times." 

"Panics  bred  on  overcredits." 

"It  is  good  poHtics  and  good  business  to 
provide  that  circulation  keep  pace  with  the 
demand,  and  business  men  should  urge  Con- 
gress to  make  early  provisions  for  expansion." 

"They  (the  bankers)  may  profit  by  a  close 
money  market,  but  the  rest  of  the  people  will 
suffer." 

"It  may  not  be  more  easy  for  a  camel  to 
enter  the  eye  of  a  needle,  but  it  will  be  easier 
for  a  rich  hardware  man  to  enter  the  heavenly 
state  when  the  devil  is  denied  a  voice  in  man- 
aging business  affairs." 


Paducah,  Ky.— Charles  A.  Fisk,  128  Broad- 
way, established  since  1897,  is  doing  a  very 
large  business  this  season  in  bicycles.  He 
also   carries    sporting   goods. 


Cone  Bearing  Group  Assembled. 

No  Pins  Of  Pivots  secured 
to  cage.  Balls  and  Roll- 
ers are  loose  and  inde- 
pendent one  of  the  other. 


®ur  Clalmg: 

A  Rollingf  Motion 
at  Every  Point  of 
Contact. 

No  Friction. 

No  Lost  Motion. 

No  Lubricant. 

No  Wed  gin  gf. 

No  Sliding. 

No  Grinding. 

Dust-Proof. 

Water-Proof. 

F(K)l-Proof. 

Mathematically,  Me- 
chanically and 
Practically  Perfect. 


The  Little  Rollers  Make  Your  Wheel  Ride  Easy.. 


The  Seubert  Roller  Bearing 

stands  all  the  tests,  because  it  is  the  most  practical  and  scientific ;  because 
it  proves  a  success  where  others  fail;  we  prove  all  we  claim.    In  the 
Seubert  Bearing  the  right  principle  is  evidence,  hence  our  claims. 
The  Little  Rollers  Make  the  Balls  Roll. 


See  the  separator  rollers — They  roll 


Your  J  900  line  will 
not  be  complete  with- 
out it.  Write  us  about 
this  indispensable 
bearing.  Catalogue 
and  electrotypes  now 
ready. 


A  rolling  motion  at  every  point  of  contact 


Seubert  Roller  Bearing  Co., 

604  &  605  Oriel  Bldg.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 


•^i^' 


Cone  Bearing  Group  Partly  Assembled. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


1900. 
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A  BUSINESS  PROPOSITION. 

Letter  received  from  a  prominent  dealer: 

January  25,   1900. 
THE  GEORGE  N.  PIERCE  CO., 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Gentlemen  : — 

I  wish  to  say  that  I  am  going  to  surprise  you  with  sale  of  PIERCE  in  1900. 

It  will  be  my  leader  and  I  shall  absolutely  push  it  over  every  other  wheel  I 
have. 

My  books  show  that  99%  of  the  profits  1  have   made  on  your  wheel  is  still 
mine,  as  they  were  not  given  bacl<  in  repairs. 

Any  man   is   a  fool   who  has  these  figures  staring  him  in  the  face  and  won't 
listen  to  them. 

Very  truly  yours, 


IF  IT  IS  A  GOOD  PROPOSITION  FOR  HIM, 
IT  IS  A  GOOD  ONE  FOR  YOU 


CATAI^OGUMS    NOW    READY. 
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THE  GEORGE  N.  PIERCE  CO., 


NEW  YORK. 


BOSTON. 


BUFFALO. 


DENVER. 


•!♦  vwwwvw 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


♦•>»i^»:">»:"i":«»> 


Send  for 

one 

of  our 

t900 

Catalogues 


The  Standard  Welding  Co*, 

CLEVELAND,  OHIO. 

We  furnish  ''Standard**  Tubing  and 
do  the  work  complete.  Others  have 
found  Electrically  Welded  Bicycle  Parts 

MONEY 

MAKERS. 

WHY  NOT         I 

YOU? 


New  York  Branch;  94  READE  ST. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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News  of  Pastime  and  Sport* 


WHAT    KIDKRS    A  K IC    l)()l.\(i 


L.cnguc  mntters,  hut  whiU'  he  was  lierc  he 
visited  all  of  ilie  local  oflicials.  He  main- 
tains tliat  the  League  should  give  up  the 
control  of  racing,  and  significantly  declared 
that  the  organization  slun-i'd  give  more  at-  ■ 
tention  to  gond-ro  id  matters  than  it  docs,  or  it 
ir.ay  find  that  the  fanners  will  he  tiking  the 
lead   in   the   work. 


•■f 


Good  Roads  in  Demand. 

L'nder  the  Higsbie-Arnistrong  good-road 
law,  all  appeals  for  road  improvement  come 
from  the  county  supervisors  and  are  filed 
with  the  State  Engineer,  wdio  presents  a  bill 
at  Albany  for  the  necessary  funds.  By  this 
law  the  State  pays  half  the  expenses,  the 
county  35  per  cent  and  the  town  15  per  cent. 
Mr.  De  Witt  C.  Morrell,  local  counsel  for 
the  L,  A.  W.  and  its  Committee  on  Highway 
Appropriations,    said   recently: 

"On  October  24  last  our  good  State  En- 
gineer. Edward  A.  Bond,  said  that  he  had 
applications  for  a  sum  total  of  550  miles  of 
good  road.  Now  the  best  macadam  road 
costs  $5,500  per  mile,  or  $3,025,000  for  550 
miles;  so,  according  to  the  Higsbie-Arm- 
strong  law,  the  State  this  year  would  have 
to  pay  $1,512,500.  For  the  past  two  years 
the  State  has  only  appropriated  $50,000  an- 
nually, though  much  bigger  sums  have  been 
asked  for,  and  I  think  that  in  all  probability 
the  State  will  refuse  this  year's  enormous 
demands. 

■'A  rejection  of  the  road  fund  petition 
would  be  a  very  serious  thing.  I  think  that 
good  roads  are  not  only  as  great  a  conven- 
ience and  source  of  enjoyment  to  most  peo- 
ple as  they  are  to  wheelmen,  but  I  think  that 
they  are  a  vitally  important  indirect  factor 
to  education  and  civilization,  for  roads  still 
play  an  important  parf  in  communication. 
Mr.  Bond  says,  'In  the  counties  where  good 
roads  have  been  and  are  being  constructed 
we  are  receiving  the  most  earnest  recjuests 
for  more  roads.'  Something  should  be  done 
to  insure  the  required  funds,  and  but  one 
way   seems   promising. 

"I  believe  that  the  State  should  issue  bonds 
on  good  roads  just  as  it  has  done  for  the  ca- 
nals. These  bonds  should  be  issued  by  the 
State  and  not  limited  to  the  counties  con- 
cerned, as  are  the  canal  bonds.  By  this 
means  the  roads  could  be  constructed  imme- 
diately, and  they  would  be  so  appreciated 
that,  I  feel  confident,  when  the  bonds  came 
due  the  people  would  be  glad  to  pay  them. 

"As  a  member  of  the  L.  A.  W.  and  itg 
local  consulate,  1  believe  that  the  L.  A.  W. 
will  agree  with  me  that  the  money-  needed 
at  present,  as  well  as  sums  that  will  be 
needed  for  good  roads,  should  be  raised  as 
the  money  for  the  improvement  of  canals  is 
being  raised — by  bonds.  Further,  I  believe 
that  automobilists  and  all  friends  of  good 
roads,   would  support  such   a   movement. 

"At  the  present  rate  of  legislative  appro- 
priation it  will  take  twenty  years  to  get  the 
money  for  good  roads,  for  which  applica- 
tions to  tlie  State  engineer  by  the  various 
counties  have  been  made  up,  October  24  last, 
and  the  applications  are  continually  coming. 
This,  of  course,  will  never  do." 

New  York  Runs  Bidwell. 

The  New  York  Division  of  the  L.  *A.  W. 
has  issued  the  following  circular  letter  to 
n:cmber,s  of  the   L.   A.   W.   Assembly,   giving 


as   re;-.sons   why   they   should   support    George 
R.   Bidwell   for  the  presidency: 

1.  The  present  crisis  in  the  affairs  of  the 
organization  demanrls  that  a  strong  and  in- 
fluential head  should  be  selected  for  the  di- 
rection of  its  afl^airs  within   the   next  year. 

2.  The  experience  of  Mr.  Bidwell,  both  as 
a  veteran  member  and  officer  of  the  League, 
and  as  an  officer  of  the  General  Government, 
has  been  so  highly  successful  that  his  rec- 
ord gives  fullest  assurance  of  the  prosperity 
of  the   League  under  his  direction. 

3.  His  intimate  acciuaintance  with  public 
affairs  and  with  public  men  in  all  sections  of 
the  country,  and  the  respect  which  he  com- 
mands on  the  part  of  all  who  know  him, 
render  him  peculiarly  fit  to  advance  the 
higher  objects  of  League  work  by  legislative 
action,  and  to  gain  for  the  League  the  rec- 
ognition it  deserves  as  the  strongest  factor 
in  the  movement  for  cycle  paths  and  better 
roads. 

Mr.  Bidwell  does  not  seek  this  office.  It 
is  for  us  to  say  whether,  by  a  substantially 
unanimous  vote,  he  can  be  pressed  again  in- 
to the  service  of  the  League  at  a  time  when 
this  service  would  mean  so  much  to  us. 

Didn't  Know  What  to  Do  with  Money. 

During  the  show  M.  L.  Bridgman  re- 
marked that  he  had  nearly  $100  in  the  treas- 
ury of  the  old  League  of  American  Racing 
Cyclists,  which  was  organized  by  the  racing 
men  in  1804  for  mutual  protection  and  which 
became  defunct  within  a  year  thereafter.  He 
did  not  know  what  to  do  with  the  money, 
and  after  consultation  with  several  of  the 
members  who  were  present,  it  was  decided 
to  use  the  amount  in  a  dinner  at  the  Marl- 
borough. This  was  done  on  Saturday  night 
and  proved  a  happy  affair.  It  was  then  de- 
cided to  continue  a  feature  of  the  organiza- 
tion in  allowing  membership  to  all  the  pio- 
neers of  racing,  whether  as  competitors  or 
otherwise,  and  to  continue  on  this  plan  with- 
out dues. 


Massachusetts  Roads  Will  Continue  Charges. 

Boston,  Mass..  Jan.  25. — In  response  to  the 
resolve  directing  the  Railroad  Commission 
to  investigate  and  report  upon  the  rates 
charged  by  railroads  for  passenger  fare,  the 
carriage  of  bicycles,  etc.,  the  hoard  to-day 
filed  a  general   report. 

As  to  the  question  of  transporting  bicycles 
free  of  charge,  the  report  says:  "'Aside  from 
the  question  of  the  constitutionality  of  such 
legislation,  we  are  not  persuaded  that  there 
is  any  reasonable  demand  for  it  in  this  State 
in  view  of  the  recent  moderate  charge  for 
transportation.      We  recommend    no    legisla- 

tir)n." 


Otto  Dorncr  in  New  York. 

Otto  Dorner,  of  ^Milwaukee,  chairman  of 
the  L.  :\.  W.  Highway  Improvement  Com- 
mittee, was  in  New  York  last  week  on  a 
Hying  visit.     His  trip  had  no  connection  with 


Prof.  Hazen  Buried. 

\\'ashi):gton,  Jan.  25. — The  funeral  of  Pro- 
fessor Hciirv  .\.  Hazen,  who  died  as  the  re- 
sult of  a  f.ill  from  his  bicycle,  was  held  late 
this  afternoon,  in  the  First  Congregation.il 
Church.  The  body  was  afterward  sent  to 
Deerfield.  Mass.,  for  intcrmcnj:  beside  the 
grave  of  the  scientist's  father,  Rev.  Allen 
Hazen.  Officials  of  the  Weather  Bureau 
acted  as  iiallbearers. 


Martin  Lost. 

The  great  Austral  wheel  race  was  won  by 
P.  R.  Beauchamp.  whose  handicap  was  150 
yards;  the  distance  was  two  miles.>  •  ""Plug- 
ger  Bill"  Martin  essayed  to  go  through  an 
opening  that  was  too  small  and  was  spilled, 
together  with  two  other  riders.  The  attend- 
ance on  the  final  day  was  30,000,  and  the  gate 
receipts   were  $12,000. 


Fewer  Riders  in  Fairmount  Park. 

According  to  the  report  issued  by  the 
commissioners  of  Fairmount  Park,  Philadel- 
phia, there  were  327,228  fewer  bicycles  rid- 
den in  the  park  during  the  past  year  than  in 
the  year  previous.  There  was  also  a  de- 
cline in  the  number  of  pedestrians,  but  an 
increase   in   equestrians   and   automobilists. 


Sailed  for  Europe. 

The  St.  Louis  sailed  yesterday  with  Harry 
Elkes,  his  father,  A.  W.  Ross,  George 
Banker,  Tomaselli,  Breyer  and  Meyers.  Ed- 
ouard  Taylore  will  sail  next  Wednesday,  and 
Arthur  Zimmerman  expects  to  get  away  the 
latter  part  of  this  month.  Eddie  Bald  ex- 
pects to   depart  early  in   March. 


Merseles  Favors  Racing  Teams. 

T.  F.  Merseles, of  the  American  Bicycle  Co., 
has  declared  himself  in  favor  of  the  manu- 
facturers again  employing  racing  teams.  His 
announcement  caused  much  satisfaction 
among  the  racing  men.  Tie  also  said  he  was 
the  first  to  say  the  L.  A.  W.  should  discon- 
tinue the  control  of  racing. 


Bicycle  Licenses  Issued  in  1899. 

During  the  year  1899  the  number  of  bicy- 
cle side-path  licenses  issued  in  New  Yo-k 
State  under  the  laws  passed  last  March  was 
l(j7,050,  and  the  amount  realized  was  $102,- 
076,  all  of  which  will  he  devoted  to  repairs 
and  construction  of  new  p:iths  throughout  the 
State. 


Pierce  Wins  Six-Day  Race. 

New  Bedford,  Alass.,  Jan.  27. — The  six- 
day  bicycle  race  had  an  exciting  finish  to- 
night as  Otis  Pierce,  of  this  city,  succeeded 
in  catching  Thayer,  of  Avon,  and  winning 
out  in  the  last  hour,  with  387  miles  0  laps  to 
his  credit.     Sulkins,  of  Boston,  finished  third. 

Albany,  N.  Y.— Fred  Frank.  49!)  Third 
street,  makes  a  specialty  of  the  Relay. 
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A  CHAIN  OF  EVIDENCE 


I  HAS    BEEN   FORGED   BY   THE  TESTIMONY  | 


•f* 


<i- 


±  OF  THE  MANUFACTURERS,  DEALERS  AND  ± 
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RIDERS    WHO    HAVE    USED         ^        ^        jt  ■         t 


The  Bullis  Ball-Gear 


J    That  proves  beyond  a  doubt  the  SUPERIORITY,  PRACTICABILITY  and  STERLING  QUAL.    | 
t    ITIES  of  THIS  device.    Its  UNIFORMITY  OF   ACTION,  EASE  OF  PROPULSION  and    t 


•s< 


>i- 


t    CAPACITY    FOR    HARD    USAGE    are    features    that   will    readily   be    recognized    and    fully     t 


•j« 
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I    appreciated  by  riders  of   "THE    BALL-BEARING    GEAR."  | 

*  ■ 


BULLIS  BALL-GEAR  CO., 


i  ROCHESTER,   N.  Y.  t 


5  JOHN  S.  LENG'S  SON,  BOSTON  CYCLE  CO.,  ? 


NEW  YORK,  PHILADELPHIA.  BOSTON,  MASS.      | 

■!<  Catalogue  on   application.  t^ 
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Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


i  SP1NR0LLER  GEAR.  I 

m —  ^ 

^^  A  few  of  its  advantages.     The  principle  is  extremely  simple.  ^ 

^  On  account  of  the  rollers  being-  in  point  contact,  the  gear  is  very  flexible.  ^ 

fc:  And  since  the  rollers  turn  one  upon  the  other,  a  large  wearing  surface  is  exposed,  and  this  fact  makes  :^ 

j^  the  Spinroller  durable.  ^ 

^  The  Spinroller  is  perfectly  smooth  and  noiseless  under  foot.     (They  say  it  runs  like  oil.)  ^ 

^  The  grinding  and  pulsations  common  to  other  forms  of  gearing  are  conspicuous  by  their  absence  in  the  ;3 

^  Spinroller.  ^ 

^  The  studs  upon  which  the  rollers  revolve  are  supported  at  both  ends,  and  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  ^ 

^  bend  even  under  the  heaviest  load.  ^ 


^  These  makers  agree  that  we  have  solved  the  Chainless  problem,  and  will  equip  their  1900  models  with      :^ 

fc  the  Spinroller:  ^ 

g—  Overman  Wheel  Co.,  Rochester  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.,  Frontenac  Mfg.  Co.,  Arnold,  Schwinn  :^ 

g—  &  Co.,  Light  Cycle  Co.,  Close  Cycle  Co.,  Mohawk  Cycle  Co.,  Breemer  Cycle  Co.,  Mayo  ^m 

'■  g~  Damper  Co.,  Manitowoc  Cycle  Co.,  Milwaukee  Cycle  Co.,  Army  Cycle  Mfg.  Co.    Others  ^J 

g-  are  in  line  whom  we  will  announce  later.  ^J 

I  SPINROLLER   COMPANY,    Rochester,   N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A.       | 

^t  Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  ~^ 
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AN  AITHORITY  TALKS. 


Colonel  Pope  Gives  Expression  to  His  Opinion  on  Cycle 

Racing  and  the  Good  Roads  Movement— 

Chainiess  Satisfactory. 

"As  far  as  tlie  racing  game  is  concerned," 
remarked  Colonel  Pope,  a  few  days  ago,  "1 
believe  in  encouraging  sports  of  all  kinds.  I 
think  the  maintenance  of  racing  teams — the 
fastest  men  we  can  get — will  help  the  clubs 
and  the  riders  and  also  the  dealers  through- 
out the  country.  Of  course,  you  know  we 
are  the  pioneers  in  that  direction,  and  were 
the  first  makers  to  employ  racing  men  to 
advertise  our  business,  and  I  have  always 
believed  it  was  a  good  investment.  For  in- 
stance, take  McDuffee's  trial  on  the  chainiess. 
A  great  many  people  believed  that  the  chain- 
less  was  not  a  fast  wheel.  McDufifee's  ride 
on  a  regular  stock  wheel  demonstrated  that 
it  was  a  fast  wheel.  Look  at  the  records  he 
made.  This  proved  that  the  chainiess  is  as 
fast  a  wheel  as  the  chain,  for  certain  kinds 
of  racing. 

"I  am  glad  indeed  to  see  that  the  League 
of  American  Wheelmen  is  taking  up  the  ques- 
tion of  good  roads.  To  my  way  of  thinking 
the  subject  of  good  roads  has  never  been 
thorovighly  canvassed.  I  believe  and  have 
believed  for  years  that  there  should  be  a  na- 
tional commission  on  good  roads.  There 
should  be  a  government  commission.  In 
fact,  good  roads  are  just  as  important  as  ag- 
riculture. There  is  no  reason  why  there 
should  not  be  a  secretary  of  good  roads  as 
well  as  a  Secretary  of  Agriculture.  I  think 
one  is  as  important  as  the  other,  and  if  we 
keep  on  agitating  it  is  sure  to  come." 


New  Side-Path  Tag. 

Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  25. — The  tag  to 
be  used  by  bicyclists  in  Niagara  County  this 
year  will  be  found  to  be  a  marked  improve- 
ment over'  the  several  kinds  used  in  former 
years.  The  new  tag  was  invented  by  parties 
in  this  city  who  have  organized  the  Forkside 
Tag  Co.,  and  it  has  been  accepted  by  the  Ni- 
agara County  Board  of  Side-path  Commis- 
sioners for  the  coming  year.  It  is  without 
doubt  the  handsomest  and  most  practical  tag 
yet  produced  and  is  simple  in  its  construc- 
tion and  very  easily  attached  to  a  bicycle. 

Concerning  the  new  tag  "Side-paths"  says: 
A  new  side-path  tag  and  one  that  has  many 
points  in  its  favor  is  the  one  manufactured 
by  the  Fork-side  Tag  Co.,  of  Niagara  Falls, 
N.  Y.  A  fact  of  special  commendation  is  the 
mode  of  attachment.  This  tag  is  made  of  but 
one  piece,  and  being  attached  to  the  axle  on 
the  inside  of  the  fork  is  therefore  well  pro- 
tected against  theft.  Many  of  the  .State  side- 
path  commissioners  were  well  impressed  with 
this  style  tag  at  the  recent  convention  and 
there  is  little  doubt  but  that  many  counties 
will  adopt  the  same  for  use  the  coming  year. 


A  Wrse  "Cop." 

It  was  a  bicycle  "cop"  on  the  Coney  Island 
cycle  path  who  disclosed  his  wisdom  in  the 
following  words  to  a  reporter:  "Yes,  there 
is  a  few  out  more  than  there  should  be.  Look 
at  that  path.  In  a  day  or  two  after  it  has 
frozen  you  fellows  will  be  coming  along  here 
asking  why  we  are  not  attending  to  business. 
Now,  watch  that  chap  coming  down.  Do 
you  see  the  groove  his  tires  make?    Doesn't 


it  look  as  if  a  wagon  had  been  running  over 
the  path?  Look  at  the  other  tracks  there. 
Do  you  know  what  they  will  look  like  in  the 
morning?  I  will  tell  you.  They  will  look 
like  the  trail  of  a  coal  cart  carrying  two  tons, 
and  every  man  on  a  wheel  will  holler  mur- 
der because  of  the  condition  of  the  path.  On 
days  like  this,  what  I  call  soft  weather,  the 
whole  cycling  push  ought  to  be  made  to  use 
the  road,  which  is  good,  and  keep  off  the 
path.  Suppose  the  road  isn't  good?  Well, 
that's  another  thing.  Anyhow,  the  men  who 
cut  up  the  path  on  days  like  this  should  not 
be  the  ones  to  kick.  They  can't  play  on  the 
golf  meadows,  you  know,  when  every  step 
tears  a  hole." 

Sixty  Miles  of  Paths. 

Portland,  Ore.,  Jan.  25. — The  bicycle  tax 
of  $1.25  per  annum  will  be  due  and  payable 
again  on  the  1st  of  March,  and  wheelmen  who 
do  not  ride  beyond  the  city  limits  are  natu- 
rally curious  to  know  how  last  year's  tax  has 
been  expended.  Some  60  miles  of  paths  have 
been  built  within  the  boundaries  of  Multno- 
mah County  since  last  March,  at  an  estimated 
expense  of  $6,000,  according  to  the  county 
officials  in  charge  of  the  work,  but  the  exact 
Figures  are  not  yet  at  hand.  These  paths  be- 
gin in  the  immediate  outskirts  of  the  city  and 
reach  out  to  Montavilla,  Gresham,  St.  Johns 
and  toward  Oregon  City,  and  work  will  be- 
gin on  them  again  as  soon  as  the  weather 
shall    permit. 

Innovations  and  Improvements. 

There  is  a  difference  between  improvements 
and  innovations.  The  riders  test  the  innova- 
tions and  accept  a  small  per  cent  as  im- 
provements. Manufacturers  of  bicycles  have 
learned  this  lesson  well,  and  one  New  York 
firm  points  with  pride  to  the  fact  that,  al- 
though they  have  several  new  features  on 
their  1900  models,  the  exclusive  conveniences 
which  have  made  their  machines  famous  for 
years  are 'still  retained,  which  is  sufficient 
proof  of  their  appreciation  by  the  public. 


Twelve  Thousands  for  Paths. 

Scranton,  Pa.,  Jan.  25. — The  expenditure 
of  $12,000  for  bicycle  paths  should  construct 
sufficient  roads  to  please  nearly  every  cycler 
in  the  town,  if  the  money  is  judiciously  ex- 
pended. That's  the  amount  allowed  Side- 
path  Commissioners  Jermyn,  Ritz  and  Geb- 
hard  for  the  construction  of  roads  suitable" 
for  cycling,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
men  entrusted  with  the  work  will  perform  it 
faithfully  and  get  their  money's  worth. 


A  Long  Bicycle  Trip. 

Sea  Cliff,  L.  I.,  Jan.  25.— A.  E.  Young,  a 
former  resident  here,  has  recently  ar'-ived 
from  Seattle,  on  a  visit  to  friends  in  the 
East.  Mr.  Young  traveled  the  entire  dis- 
tance, a  little  short  of  3,500  miles,  on  his  bi- 
cycle. His  average  run  was  75  miles  a  i^ay, 
though  on  a  number  of  days  he  reached  the 
century  mark.  Mr.  Young  left  Sea  Cliff  two 
years  ago  to  go  to  the  Klondike,  but  changed 
his  mind  and  went  to  Seattle  instead. 


Michael's  Horse  Wins. 

Jimmy  Michael's  horse.  Dr.  Fannie,  was 
among  the  winners  at  New  Orleans  last 
week.  Jockey  Odom  was  up.  This  is  the 
first  time  that  one  of  Michael's  horses  has 
been  among  the  place  winners. 


If  you 

will  accord  us 

an  opportunity 

we 

will  be  pleased 

to  show  you 

the 


Power  of  Price 

as 

applied  to 

tires, 

tire  tape, 

plugs,  pliers, 

sponge=rubber  grips, 

detachable  pedal  rubbers 

and  some  other  sundries 

that  have  made 

ready  sales  for 

many  other  dealers 

and  will  make  them  for  you. 

Straus  Tire  Co., 

127  Duane  St.,         New  York. 

Kindlv  mention  The  Wheel. 
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"SKY-HIGH." 


"  BUI LT  LI Kt  A  WATChf  »* 
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ACH    line   is   complete   in    range    of    models    and    prices.       Quality    has    been 
maintained   throughout,    and    the    well-known   characteristics   of    each   make 
have  been   preserved. 
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CRESCENTS. 

Chainless,   Bevel-Gear,   for  Men  and 

Women,            -  .      -         -         -  $60.00 

Roadsters,           -         -         -         -         -  35.00 

Specials,  for  Men,          -         -         -  25.00- 

Specials,  for  Women,        -         -      .   -  26.00 

Roadsters,  for  Boys  and  Girls,     -  25.00 


STERLINGS. 

Chainless,  Bevel-Gear,  for  Men  and 
Women,  .... 

Roadsters,  -        -        -        - 

Light  Roadsters,  for  Men,   - 

Tandems,  Double  Diamond,     - 

Tandems,  Convertible, 


$75.00 
40.00 
50.00 
75.00 
75.00 


We  are  ready  to  talk  Business  for  the  season  of  1900.  Correspondence  is  invited 
from  bicycle  dealers  in  unoccupied  territory,  with  a  view  to  arranging  for  the 
agency  of  either  or  both  lines. 


AMERICAN    BICYCLE   COMPANY, 

WESTERN  WHEEL  SALES  DEPT., 


EASTERN  BRANCH : 
36  WARREN  STREET.  NEW  YORK. 


501  NORTH  WELLS  STREET, 
CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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News  of  Automobilists* 


Itinerary  of  Cup  Race. 

Paris,  Jan.  -27. — The  itinerary  for  the  inter- 
national automobile  cup,  to  be  raced  for  on 
June  14.  has  been  decided  upon.  The  route 
chosen  is  from  Paris  to  Lyons,  by  way  of 
Elampes,  Pithiviers,  Montargis,  Nevers, 
Moulins.  La  Palisse,  Roanne,  Villefranche 
and  Lyons.  The  road  as  far  as  La  Palisse 
is  flat  and  excellent  going,  but  beyond  that 
point  becomes  hilly  and  slightly  mountainous 
after  Roanne,  when  the  Beaujolais  and  Ly- 
ons heights  have  to  be  crossed.  The  distance 
fixed  is  about  o()0  I'ilometres  (350  miles).  The 
start  wi'll  probably  take  place  at  Versailles 
very  early  in  the  morning,  Compte  de  Chas- 
seloup  Laubat  has  been  appointed  president 
of  the  French  team  in  the  special  challenge 
committee,  which  will  include  a  delegate  from 
each  of  the  competing  clubs. 


New  Ordinances  Necessary. 

The  ordinances  regulating  the  use  of  vehi- 
cles in  nearly  all  of  the  leading  cities  of  the 
country  will  have  to  undergo  some  decided 
changes  as  the  result  of  the  advent  of  the  mo- 
tor vehicle.  In  Cleveland  there  is  an  ordi- 
nance which  provides  that  no  wagon  or  vehi- 
cle without  having  a  horse  or  horses  attached 
shall  be  allowed  to  remain  standing  in  any 
place  for  over  ten  minutes.  There  is  another 
which  provides  that  in  al!  vehicles,  the  horses, 
mules,  etc.;  must  be  hitched  when  left  stand- 
ing. Of  course,  under  these  two  rulings  it  is 
practically  impossible  to  operate  an  automo- 
bile on  the  streets. 

Inspecting  Automobile  Factories. 

Paris,  Jan.  25. — The  Council  of  Public  Hy- 
giene has  taken  up  the  question  of  whether 
automobile  factories  come  under  the  head 
of  "etablissements  classes,"  which  means 
whether  they  are  prejudicial  to  the  health, 
dangerous  or  inconvenient.  Therefore  the 
subject  is  a  special  one.  Police  rules  have 
decided  in  the  negative,  but  it  is  probable  that 
the  question  will  come  up  again,  since  the 
automobile  factories  .■^ometimes  comprise 
shops  coming  under  the  special  police  regu- 
lations. 

Will  Build  Automobile  Factory. 

Bridgeport,  Conn..  Jan.  •25.- — Ground  was 
purchased  to-day  for  tlie  erection  of  a  fac- 
tory for  the  manufacture  of  automobiles  and 
locomobiles.  Upward  of  3,000  hands  will  be 
employed.  The  name  of  the  concern  is  the 
Locomobile  Company  of  .\merica.  .\.  L. 
Barber,  of  New  N'ork.  is  president,  and  Dr. 
].  Dever  Warner,  the  millionaire  corset  man- 
ufacturer, of  this  city,  is  one  of  the  backers. 
Report  has  it  that  Grovcr  Clevcl.-md  ,in<l  I". 
C.   Benedict  are  also  interested. 


Washington  Company  Itires  Station. 

The  Washington  i'llectric  \chicle  Co.,  the 
local  offshoot  f)f  the  New  York  Electric  Ve- 
hicle Co.  and  MiliiT  concerns  haxing  ilu-  ("n- 
lumbian  ikclric  ;uUnmi)1>ile  pali-nis.  is  to  be- 


gin business  within  a  few  days.  The  com- 
pany is  to  have  the  old  Cyclorama  building, 
in  Fifteenth  street,  south  of  Pennsylvania 
rivenue,  for  its  central  station,  and  the  build- 
ing is  now  under  process  of  extensive  altera- 
tion to  fit  it  for  the  new  purposes. 


Automobilists  Have  the  Laugh. 

In  Columbus  the  owners  of  motor  vehicles 
are  smiling  up  their  sleeves  over  an  ordinance 
just  passed,  which,  according  to  their  idea, 
leaves  them  entirely  out  of  the  special  vehicle 
tax.  It  seems  that  all  vehicles  are  taxed  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  horses  used  in 
drawing  them;  $3  for  each  horse.  There  is  a 
special  tax  of  75  cents  each  on  bicycles,  but 
the  horseless  variety  of  vehicles  are  out  alto- 
gether. 

Wealth  of  French  Club. 

Paris,  Jan.  25. — Something  like  an  idea  of 
the  wealth  of  the  Automobile  Club  may  be 
gained  when  it  is  considered  that  the  Christ- 
mas boxes  or  "etrennes"  given  to  the  ser- 
vants at  this  time  of  the  year  amounted  to 
6,000   francs. 

This  allows  fourteen  valets  about  400  francs 
($80)  each,  wdnich,  from  a  French  servant's 
point  of  view,  is  a  small  fortune. 

Factory  for  Seattle. 

Seattle,  Wash.,  Jan.  25. — George  O.  Dum- 
pey  &  Bro.,  manufacturers  of  horseless  car- 
riages in  Boston,  are  in  this  city,  and  an- 
nounce that  they  have  interested  local  capital 
in  the  establishment  of  an  automobile  fac- 
tory here.  The  plant  will  cost  $lo,ll(lO.  and 
the  output  will  be  twenty-five  vehicles  per 
month,  all  of  which  will  be  equipped  with 
steam  motive  power. 


Incorporations. 

Andover,  ]\lass..  Farnier'i'  &  Suburban  Job- 
bing Co.,  incorporated  to  operate  motor  ve- 
hicles between  Boston  and  Lawrence.  Capi- 
tal $50,0(10. 

Trenton,  N.  J.,  Mexican  Electric  Vehicle 
Co.,  with  a  capital  of  $500, IKK),  to  manufacture 
and  operate  vehicles,  especially  in  Mexico. 
The  incorporators  are:  J.  E.  Hayes,  Camden; 
Arthur  Philips.  New  York;  Fred  Viewig.  Up- 
per Mf);ilclair.   N.  J. 

Ciiicago,  111.,  Hewitt  Lind.strom  Motor 
Co..  manufacturing  automobiles,  motors, 
steam  and  electrical  engines.  Capital,  &^(K- 
ntin.  Incori)orators:  T.  W.  Brown,  G.  .\. 
I'>ruck.  L.  N.  Brooker,  all  of  Chicago. 

Internatiou.'Ll  .\utf)m()l)ile  Construct  imi 
Cf)..  Portland,  Me.  Manufacturing  and  dcil- 
ing  in  automobiles.  Capital.  sIiKi.diiii.  In 
corporators:  R.  M.  Gray,  W.  II.  Kicker,  C, 
E.  Fay.  all  of  Cambridge,  Mass.;  II.  L.  Cram, 
of  Portland. 

Shaw  Motor  Vehicle  Co.,  Portland.  Me. 
.Manufacturing  automobiles.  Capital,  ii:5,00<l,- 
(""».  Incorporators:  C.  M.  Martin.  H.  F. 
Sh  iw.  W.  (i.   Nixon,  all  of  Bn-,ti>n.   Mass. 
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ONE'INCH 
TUBE 


IF  YOU  WANT  FOR 
A  LEADER  SOME- 
THING YOUR  COM- 
PETITORS HAVEN'T 
GOT, 


rrontenac 
Bicycles, 


MADE  OF  ONE-INCH 
TIBE  AND  THERE- 
FORE   VERY    LIGHT, 

Are  Worth  Investigating. 

Cushion-Frame 
and  Spinroller 
Gear  Models. 


AN  ADVANCE  CATALOGUE  FOR 
THE  ASKING. 


ll. 


Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
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THE    STANDARD    BAR    OF    THE    WORLD.     I 

A 

KELLY    ADJUSTABLE. 
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Fits  Any  Bicycle. 


Any  Rider. 


Over   500,000    Riders   Say      Tis    No    Experiment." 

THE  KELLY  HANDLE-BAR  CO.,  Cleveland,  C,  U.  S.  A. 
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Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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WE  ARE  SELLING  \ 
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Kecord  Mo.E9  B. 
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Record  Pedals 

AT  A  FAIR  PRICE. 


We  are  figuring  on  a  fair  profit  and  intend  to  give  you  a. fair  deal. 

When  you  are  offered  rank  and  offensive  imitations  for  less  money^ 
remember  that  such  things  ^^smell  to  Heaven;^^  that  the  man  or  men  poor 
enough  of  brain  to  be  obliged  to  live  by  the  brains  of  others,  is  a  man  for 
a  healthy  business  house  to  avoid* 

Record  Pedals  originated  with  us;  they  have  been  slavishly  imi- 
tated.    Surely  the  original  is  the  better  proposition. 

RECORD  PEDAL  MEG.  CO., 

221  Columbus  Ave.,  Boston,  IMass. 


niBBARD,  SPENCER,  BARTLETT  &  CO., 
Chicago,  llh, 

Chlcaeo    Dlstrlbutlnc:    Agents. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Pacific  Coast  Trade  News* 
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SAN  FRANCISCO,  Jan.  34.— Leavitt  & 
Bill  report  a  good  trade  in  the  Cleve- 
land, Snell  and  other  lines  carried  by  them. 
This  house  has  added  the  Sterling  to  its 
stock  list.  W.  H.  Wahl,  formerly  with  the 
Clipper  Bicycle  Co.,  is  now  traveling  for 
Leavitt  &  Bill,  and  he  informed  your  corre- 
spondent that  business  is  very  good  on  the 
road. 

I.  P.  Allen  is  making  a  good' display  of 
the  Columbia,  Stormer  and  Hartford  wheels 
at  his  commodious  store,  at  the  corner  of 
Larkin  and  McAllister  streets,  this  city.  He 
has  the  entire  city  retail  department  of  the 
Pope  Mfg.  Co. 

E.  C.  Stearns  &  Co.  have  divided  the  store 
of  the  wholesale  branch  on  McAllister  street, 
opposite  the  City  Hall,  into  two  portions. 
The  ofifices  have  been  moved  to  the  front 
and  the  stock  to  the  rear.  The  two  portions 
are  divided  by  a  partition.  Mr.  Stephen 
Chapman,  the  manager  of  this  department, 
says  that  he  has  already  disposed  of  the  car- 
load of  new  models,  and  more  stock  is  ex- 
pected to  arrive  within  a  few  days.  This 
gentleman  reports  a  very  good  run  of  trade, 
and  is  co/ifident  that  1900  will  prove  a  most 
prosperous  one  to  the  cycle  fraternity  of  San 
Francisco  and  the  Pacific  Coast. 

E.  E.  McCIanahan  has  purchased  the  in- 
terest of  his  partner,  C.  C.  Matlock,  in  the 
Rambler  bicycle  agency  and  repair  shop  at 
Eugene,  Ore.,  and  will  hereafter  be  sole  pro- 
prietor. Mr.  McCIanahan  will  assume  com- 
plete control  of  the  business  some  time  dur- 
ing this  month.  He  is  at  present  at  Spo- 
kane, Wash.,  in  the  interest  of  the  Fred  T. 
Merrill  agency,  and  will  travel  for  Mr.  Mer- 
rill some  time  yet,  acquainting  agencies  with 
stock  of  the   new   year. 

A  cyclery  business  has  been  established  at 
Salinas,  Cal.,  by  J.  H.  Wright,  formerly  of 
the  Cleveland  Cyclery,  in  San  Jose,  this 
State. 

The  bicycle  business  of  Stephen  G.  Spier, 
at  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  has  been  discontinued. 

David  Bernard  has  enlarged  his  cyclery  at 
Bakersfield,  Cal.,  and  is  now  adding  some 
$1,500  worth  of  the  most  improved  machin- 
ery used  in  his  line  of  business.  Mr.  Bern- 
ard, in  addition  to  his  extensive  repairing 
works,  is  paying  special  attention  to  the 
wheel  trade,  and  within  the  past  two  weeks 
has  sold  sixty  new  wheels  in  Bakersfield  and 
Kern   City,  this   State. 

The  bicycle  business  heretofore  conducted 
by  Arthur  Beattie,  at  Cucamonga,  Cal,  has 
been    discontinued. 

Clarence  Hunt  has  sold  out  his  cyclery  at 
Rcdlands,  Cal.,  to  George  E.  Lauterborn, 
who  will  handle  the   Rambler  wheel. 

The  agencies  for  the  Barnes  and  Syracuse 
bicycles  at  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  have  been  se- 
cured by  the  A.  R.  Maines  Company  of  that 
city. 

Henry  Goodman,  of  the  American  Bicycle 
Co.,  at  Portland,  Ore.,  reports  the  receipt  of 
a  second  carload  of  1900  models  of  Columbia 
and    TTnrlford   bicycles.     The    traveling   sales- 


men of  this  house  have  been  out  on  the  road 
since  Thanksgiving,  and  have  sent  in  orders 
thus  far  for  over  1,500  of  the  1900  models. 

B.  L  Bill,  of  the  San  Francisco  branch  of 
H.  A.  Lozier  &  Co.,  has  been  in  the  South- 
west recently,  looking  after  Cleveland  busi- 
ness for  1900. 

W.  E.  Newton  has  placed  agencies  for  the 
National  1900  models  in  southern  California 
as  follows:  Santa  Ana,  A.  Y.  Wright;  San 
Diego,  Shepard  Cycle  Co.;  Riverside,  River- 
side Bazaar  Co. 

Six  carloads  of  1900  Rambler  bicycles,  of 
over  400  models  each,  have  been  received  by 
the  F.  T.  Merrill  Cycle  Co.  Four  of  these 
went  to  Portland,  and  the  other  two  went 
to.  Seattle  and  Spokane,  Wash.  Mr.  Merrill 
reports  a  splendid  prospect  for  business  in 
his  territory,  and  believes  that  the  sales  of 
1900  will  far  exceed  those  of  last  year.- 


Leather  Bound  Grips. 


luffL 


Herewith    are    illustrated    two  grips    made 
by  the  McDonald,  Wessells  &  Ames  Co.,  De- 


troit, Mich.     These  are  convenient  and  dura- 
ble.    The  one  with  the  flat  end  is  a  leather- 


bound  wooden  tube,  made  either  with  Ger- 
man silver  or  common  metal  end  tips.  The 
finish  is  very  neat.  The  round  end  one  is 
solid  wood,  leather-bound,  and  bored  for 
handle-bar..    Both  grips  are  nicely   finished. 


Overman  IMay  Locate  in  Bridgeport. 

Reports  from  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  state  that 
negotiations  are  pending  with  A.  H.  Over- 
man with  a  view  to  bringing  his  automobile 
company  to  that  city.  The  city  authorities 
are  doing  everything  possible  to  secure  the 
plant  for  their  city,  and  seem  sanguine  they 
will  be  successful. 


No  Royalties  from  Pope. 

The  following  communication  has  been  re- 
ceived from  the  H.  A.  Matthews  Mfg.  Co., 
Seymour,  Conn.: 

Editor  The  \\  heel: — In  your  issue  of  January  23, 
in  an  article  headed  "Light  on  Stamping  History," 
your  correspondent  erred  in  stating  that  the  Pope 
Mfg.  Co.  are  paying  us  a  royalty  for  a  part  used  in 
their  bicycle.  There  are  several  of  the  large  makers 
ot  wheels  paying  us  a  royalty,  but  not  the  Pope  Mfg. 
Co. 


1900 

Prices. 


We  will  be  candid  with  you.  If  you 
buy  on  time  we  don't  want  your  busi- 
ness. If  you  are  a  cash  buyer  and  ap- 
preciate the  power  of  money,  ask  for 
our  new  8o-page  catalogue.  Only  sent 
to  dealers  who  enclose  their  cards. 

Sundries  Cheap* 

Our  recent  stock-taking  developed  some 
odds  and  ends  we  want  to  sell.  These 
prices  will  do  it: 

Rough  Riders,  69c» 

This  little  Gas  Lamp  won  its  share  of 
friends  in  1899,  and  was  considered  good 
value  at  $1.25  to  $1.50.  Now  we  say  69c.  to 
close  out  somewhat  over  1,500. 

Calcium   King  Gas  Lamps $110 

Automatic  Gas  Lamp 1  35 

Electro  Gas  Lamp,  '99 1  25 

Chameleon  Signals  05 

2-inch   Double  Stroke   Bells,   doz 150 

2-inch  Electric  Stroke  Bells,  doz 1  75 

Steel   Barrel  Foot  Pumps,   doz 2  88 

Brown  Style  Saddles  40 

"Niagara"    Pedals,    Rat-Trap 40 

Trouser  Guards,  doz  ;...      12 

Hartford  Repair  Kits  06 

Nickel-Plated  Coasters,  pair 06 

Standard  Fork  Brackets,  doz 60 

Nickel  Hand  Pumps  06 

Good  Tires* 

We  have  an  enormous  stock  of  Tires, 
bought  before  the  advance,  and  are  going 
to  sell  them  on  a  basis  of  the  price  we  paid 
and  take  our  chances  on  getting  more. 
Now  is  your  opportunity. 

Reghnent 

Tires,  $2.70. 

We  guarantee  our  new  1900  Regiment 
Single-Tube  Tires  to  be  absolutely  the  best 
medium-priced  tire  made.  It  is  guaranteed 
for  60  days,  and  can  be  had  in  any  size  in 
2S-inch. 

Victor  Tire,  $3*  75* 

First  grade  Victor  Tires,  warranted  made 
by  Overman  Wheel  Co.  in  Nov.,  1899,  with 
name  on  and  perfect  in  everv  way.  Only 
275  pairs  of  28x1%  to  sell  at  $3.75  per  pair. 

Goodyear  Tires* 

After  all  is  said  and  done  the  Goodyear 
is  a  good,  cheap  tire,  and  the  190O  Model 
is  much  improved.  We  can  supply  all  sizes 
in  28-inch  at  special  price  if  you  place  your 
order  now. 

Net  prices  on  cur  $26  Bicycle  are  Interesting. 
AGENTS   WANTED. 


TERMS:-Cash  with  order  or    $1.00  deposi, 
if  goods  are  sent  C.  O.  D. 


New  York  Sporting  Goods  Co., 

61  NASSAU  STREET, 
Near  Maiden  Lane,     New  York,  U.  S.  A. 

Kindly  mcniti^n  The  Wliesl. 
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HAT  YOU  GET  FOR  YO  UR 
MONEYJSAS  IMPORTANT 
AS  THE AMOUNT YOU  F. 
PAY.  =^  -  ==1=  _  =3F  .  =^ 
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Price,  I50.00. 

ROAD. 

Weight,  21  yi  lbs. 


^t/l 


'•-• 
-•-.., 

•••. 


"'^^o:.?^9/ 


the 


National    Bicycles    are  *'*■•-••.. 

built  for  the  riders.     Our  fun-  *■■•■•••. 

damental  idea  is  to  make  bicycles  which 
will  give  long^  continuous,  satisfactory  ser- 
vice without  constant  call  on  dealer  or  repairman. 
They  are  time  savers.     Time  is  money.     Bicycles  which 
require  frequent  adjustments  or  repairs  are  time  losers,  both 
to  dealer  and  rider. 

National  Bicycles  are  a  Success  from  any  Point  of  View. 

Do  you  want  that  kind  at  $40,  $50,  $60  and  $65  list  prices? 


A 

National 

•••• 

•••1 

Rider 

•^ 

Never 

Changes 

■•-••-.... 

His 

Mount. 

Kindly 
mention 
Tlie  Wheel. 


NATIONAL  CYCLE  MFG.  CO.,  Bay  City,  Mich. 
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Sole  Dcgnsces  «•«>«' «« Clllinsbast  Patents. 

Having  acquired  the  Tillinghast  Patents,  heretofore  held  by  Theodore 
A.  Dodge,  the  Single-Tube  Automobile  and  Bicycle  Tire  Company 
give  notice  that  the  following  companies  alone  are  licensed  to  manu- 
facture and  sell  Single-Tube  Tires  under  said  Letters  Patent  : 


Hartford  Rubber  Works  Company 
Diamond  Rubber  Company 
Goodyear  Tire  &  Rubber  Company 
New  Brunswick  Tire  Company 
iviechanical  Fabric  Company 
Boston  Woven  Hose  &  Rubber  Company 
Revere  Rubber  Company 
risk  Rubber  Company 
L.  C.  Chase  &  Company 
B.  r.  Goodrich  Company 


Kokomo  Rubber  Company 

India  Rubber  Company 

National  India  Rubber  Company 

Indiana  Rubber  &  Insulated  Wire  Company 

Hodgman  Rubber  Company 

Pennsylvania  Rubber  Company 

Newton  Rubber  Works 

Empire  Rubber  I^anufacturin^f  Company 

Philadelphia  Rubber  Company 

International  Automobile  &  Vehicle  Tire  Co. 


SINGLE-TUBE  AUTOMOBILE  AND  BICYCLE  TIRE  GO. 

THEODORE  A.   DODGE,  President. 


1 


Kindly  memtion  The  Wheel. 
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February  1, 


Trade  Changes. 

Bridgeport,  Conn. — P.  W.  Westlakc,  voluntary  pcli- 
tion  in  banl<ruptcy. 

\'aUosta,  Ga.— L  H.  Strumm,  realty  deed,  $1,000, 
aanceled. 

Brockton,  Mass. — Vail  &  Courteau,  dissolved. 

Springfield,  Mass. — Adolph  G.  Gruendler,  chattel 
mortgage,  1300. 

St.  Paul,  Minn. — Fred  C.  Chase,  et  a!.,  judgment, 
$112. 

St.  Paul,  Minn. — A.  Matheis  Cycle  Co.,  judgment, 
$112. 

St.   Paul,  Minn.— A.  Matheis,  sued,  $1,S36. 

Asbury  Park,  N.  J. — Kate  Berrang,  judgment,   $296. 

Binghamton,  N.  Y. — Horace  Schenck,  chattel  mort- 
gage, $419. 

Elmira,  N.  Y. — Rutan  &  Harris,  P.  B.  Rutan  suc- 
ceeds. 

Glens  Falls,  N.  Y.— Budd  Bros.  Mfg.  Co.,  burned 
out.  , 

Eugene,  Ore. — ^Matlook  &  McClanahan,  E.  E.  Mc- 
Clanahan  succeeds. 


Springfield,  Mass. — E.  R.  Clark,  style  changed  to 
Clark  &  Sabin. 

Camden,  N.  J. — Wells  Phonograph  &  Cycle  Supply 
Co.,  incorporated;  capital  stock,  $50,000. 

Rivcrton,  Pa. — Heikes  Bicycle  Works  has  added 
manufacture  of  automobiles. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. — Roach  &  Barnes,  dissolved;  W. 
E.  Roach  continues. 

Pittsburg,  Pa. — Louis  Gimm,  filed  petition  in  bank- 
ruptcy.    Liabilities,    .$3,700. 

Boston,  Mass. — Laramy,  Plowlett  Co.  succeeds  But- 
cher Mfg.  Co. 

Rochester,  N.  Y. — Rochester  Bali-Bearing  Co.  in- 
corporated; capital  stock,  .$100,000.  Directors:  M.  D. 
Knowlton,  F.  H.  Beach,  H.  L.  A.  Case,  H.  C.  Engfcr 
and  \V.  H.  Driscoll. 

Burlington,  V't. — Clark  &  Matthews,  damaged  by  fire. 

Binghamton,    N.     Y. — Rogers    &    Diffenderfer,     dis- 
solved  partnership,   E.    C.   Rogers  retiring. 
.    Denver,   Col. — Colorado  Automatic   Cycle   Pump    Co. 
incorporated;     capital     stock,     $.30,000.      Incorporators: 
D.  B.  Ellis,  jr.  W.  Gano  and  G.  C.  Dewev. 


Marvel  Changes  Locatian. 

H.  E.  Marvel,  who  has  for  the  last  two 
years  called  on  the  southern  trade  for  the 
Hartford  Rubber  Works  Co.,  will  now  be 
identified  with  the  Pennsjdvania  and  New 
Jersey  trade.  Mr.  C.  H.  Adams,  who  has 
been  connected  with  the  company  for  some 
time,  will   succeed  him  in  the  South. 


Calkins  Collected  $1,270. 

•-The  attorney  of  Mr.  Calkins,  who  made 
such  a  stir  in  western  New  York  regarding 
his  patent  on  a  bicycle  rack,  is  authority  for 
the  statement  that  he  has  collected  $1,270  for 
I'.is  client  in  Buffalo  alone,  and  that  there 
are   others   still   to  be  heard   from. 


:  If  you  want  the   best,    get   in  with  the 

',  rest; 

;  The  Kokomo  Defender  Special  so  recog- 

;  nized  in  the  past,  has  stood  the  test. 

:  Its  high  standard  in  1900  will  be  retained. 

I  Let  us  have  a  share  of  your  orders  and 

;  remain, 

KOKOMO  RUBBER  CO., 

Kokomo,  Indiana,  U.  S.  A. 

GEO.  W    NOCK,  Phlla  ,  Pa.,  Eastern  Representative. 


►        Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 
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JUVENILE  FRAME  SETS 

AND  FINISHED  FRAMES. 

Perfect  miniatures  of  men's  frames,  properly  propor- 
tioned on  correct  [angles.  Tubing  i>^  in.;  18-in.  frame  for 
24-in.  wheels  ;   5-in.  one-piece  cranks. 

Write   for   prices. 
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CYCLE  &  TOOL  MFG.  CO., 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


SPRINGFIELD,  MASS. 
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The  BRENNAN  bar  is  unsurpassed  in  merit  by  any  other 
handle-bar  on  the  market.  It  is  simple  in  construction,  allows 
of  any  desirable  position,  and  its  expander  device  is  absolutely  sat- 
isfactory. A  special  feature  is  the  exceptionally  hig;h-class  nickel 
finish. 

All  the  latest  bends  can  be  supplied. 


MAKERS, 


BRENNAN  HANDLE-BAR  CO., 


pin«    CROSBY    &    MAYER    CO., 


Agents, 


BUFFAI^O,    N.  ^T. 


SYRACUSE.   N.   Y. 


THE  SYRACUSE  ARMS  CO.,  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
tave  been  making  (hese  high-grade  goods  for  five  years, 
and  they  know  how  to  get  them  out  RIGHT  and  at  a  fight 
PRICE.     Send  for  a  sample  pair. 


SYRACUSE  PEDALS. 


THE:CR0SBY.&  MAYER  CO.  arc';  the  sole  selling 
agents.  Their  representative  will  call  on  you  with  samples  in 
response  to  your  inquiry  at  any  of.  their  offices— Buffalo, 
Chicago,  New  York,iToIedo  or^ Toronto. 


-•"•-•-•-I 
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Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


-•- S*^  •••*••••••••  M  •*.•..«..•..  a. .•..•»»M«»»H«M«» 


■ 

i 


i 


1900. 


45 


0>®XS>KS>f®>^5^f®>^-Hi)4<54  ®^<i)^¥<S'¥<'H<')'^^SMS-^'^'^®-^®-¥<Si<*>^®^ 


THIS 
NAMEPIATE 

on  a  wheel  is  a  guarantee  that 
the  wheel  is  perfect  in  every 
respect. 

Cleveland  Bicycles 

are  the  only  wheels  equipped  with  Burwell 
bearings.  Straws  show  which  way  the 
wind  blows.  If  you  would  equip  yourself 
to  sell  the  popular  wheel,  secure  the  Cleve- 
land agency. 


THE  PRICES  THIS  YEAR  ARE: 

I  $40.00 

^      j    50.00 
Chainless,  =  75.00 


Chain, 


For  Agencies  Address: 
AMERICAN    BICYCLE    COMPANY, 

Lozier 
Sales  Department. 

HOME     OP^FICE, 

CLEVELAND,    OHIO. 


EASTERN    OEEICE: 


337  Broadway,    New  York  City. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Rubber  In  Mexico. 

In  answer  to  a  request  for  information 
from  a  resident  of  Kentucky  (to  whom  the 
letter  has  been  forwarded),  Vice  and  Deputy 
Consul-General  Hardy  writes  from  Mexico, 
December  26,   1899: 

Land  suited  to  the  growth  of  rubber  can 
be  had  anywhere  from  $1  to  $15  per  acre. 
The  titles  will  be  found  vested  in  private 
ownership;  none  are  in  the  Government.  The 
land  will  in  all  cases  be  a  dense  jungle. 
Cacao,  pineapples  and  bananas  can  be  grown 
as  well  as  rubber.  Prairie  or  grass  land  is 
not  adapted  to  this  product. 

Rubber  may  be  planted  from  branch  cut- 
tings, root  cuttings  and  from  trees  grown 
in  the  nursery  from  seeds.  From  150  to  300 
trees  are  set  to  the  acre,  and  they  are  tapped 
anywhere  from  five  to  fifteen  years  after 
planting,  according   to   the   locality. 

Under  the  most  favorable  conditions  a  tree 
will  yield  an  average  of  one  to  two  pounds 
of  rubber.  The  present  market  price  of 
Frontera  is  $1.44  Mexican  (about  67  cents  in 
United  States  currency)  per  pound.  The  tree 
is  long-lived  and  the  production  increases 
with  age.  No  machinery  is  required  for  hand- 
ling the  gum. 

The  rubber  plantations  of  Mexico,  as  a 
rule,  are  remote  from  centres  of  population; 
they  are  always  thinly  inhabited.  Oriental  la- 
bor must  be  imported.  The  approximate 
wage  is  $1  silver  (47  cents  gold)  per  day. 
Knowledge  of  the  language  of  the  country  is 
desirable  for  a  person  about  to  engage  in  the 
cultivation    of    rubber. 

As  to  the  comparative  cost  of  living  in  the 
United  States  and  Mexico,  I  will  say  that  if 
a  man  is  content  to  live  in  Mexico  as  the 
natives  live,  he  can  exist  very  cheaply;  but 
if  he  desires  to  live  here  in  the  manner  to 
which  he  is  accustomed  in  the  United  States 
— eat  the  same  food,  prepared  in  the  same 
way — it  will  cost  him  more  than  at  home. 


The  rubber  tree  of  Mexico  is  found  grow- 
ing from  the  Guatemalan  boundary  as  far 
north  as  Tuxpan  on  the  Gulf  coast,  and  as 
far  north  as  Colina  on  the  Pacific  coast.  The 
maturity  of  the  tree  and  its  production  are 
measured  by  the  quantity  and  uniform  dis- 
tribution of  the  rainfall,  together  with  high 
temperature  throughout  the  year.  In  low 
altitudes,  localities  of  150  and  200  inches  of 
rainfall  distributed  over  eight  or  ten  months 
in  the  year  enjoy  the  best  conditions,  al- 
though rubber  does  grow  where  they  have 
six  months'  of  rain  and  six  months  of  dry 
weather;  but  in  these  localities  it  requires 
from  twelve  to  fifteen  years  for  the  tree  to 
mature,  while  in  districts  with  an  ample  rain- 
fall it  will  flower  within  five  or  six  years. 


The  farmer  Scored. 

A  farmer  drifted  into  a  hardware  store  at 
Mulhall  and  was  asked  by  the  manager: 

"Don't  you  want  to  buy  a  bicycle  to  ride 
around  your  farm  on?  They're  cheap  now. 
Can  give  you  one  for  $35." 

"I'd  sooner  put  the  ft35  into  a  cow,"  said  the 
farmer. 

"But  think,"  said  the  manager,  "how  foolish 
you  would  look  riding  around  town  on  a 
cow!" 

"Oh,  I  don't  know,"  said  the  farmer,  "no 
more  foolish,  perhaps,  than  I  would  milking 
a  bicycle."— Kansas  City  Journal. 

Some  scraps  of  Veal  met  a  piece  of  Rubber 
Tire.  Said  the  Rubber  Tire:  "Can't  you 
Join  us  in  this  Hash  this  evening?" 


Bicycle  Trunks. 

Two  for  sale, properly  lined,  strapped, 
with  locks;  in  perfect  condition.  Ad- 
dress, Trunk,  P.  O.  Box  444,  N.Y.City. 
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OILER. 


ADLETS. 

For  Sale,  Exohance,  Ktc.  —  Twenty-five  words, 
t<birty-five  cents.  Ea(£  additional  word  two  cents. 
Cash  invariably  in  advance. 

Sltuationg  and  Help  Wanted.— Answers  receWed 

in  confidence  and  forwarded  without  charge.  iRate: 
25  words,  one  time,  BO  cents;  three  times,  tl.00;  BO 
words,  one  time,  Jl.OO;  four  times,  J3.00;  76  words, 
one  time,  11.50;  four  times,  $5.00.  Displayed  adver- 
tisements: One-half  inch,  one  time,  J1.0(J;  lour  times, 
$3.00;  one  inch,  one  time,  $1.50;  four  times.  $6.00. 


PATENTS.— H.  W.  T.  Jenner,  patent  attorney  and 
mechanical  expert,  608  F  street,  Washington,  D. 
C.  Established  1883.  I  make  an  examination  free  of 
charge,  and  report  if  a  patent  can  be  had  and  exactly 
how  much  it  will  cost.    Send  for  circular. 


CYCLE    FACTORIES. 

Have  you  got  a  wlieel  fitted  with  Dunlop  rims  and  tires, 
brake  and  mud  guards  you  can  sell  cheap  ?  Address, 
B  J.  JENSEN,  Torvgd.  5  b,  Chrisiiania,  Norway. 


A  RELIABLE  salesman,  with  an  established  trade 
for  two  to  three  thousand  wheels  in  New  Eng- 
land and  good  Southern  connections,  is  ready  to  talk 
business  with  a  live  firm.  Only  reliable  people  need 
write.    G.  H.  P.,  care  of  The  Wheel. 


ADVERTISER,  at  present  superintendent  of  bi- 
cycle lamp  firm,  desires  a  similar  situation  after 
February  28.  Have  had  14  years  as  practical  lamp 
maker  with  well  known  English  firm.  Thoroughly 
practical  and  understands  the  business  thoroughly. 
Good  references.    Address,  A.  B.,  care  of  The  Wheel. 


REPAIRMAN— Competent  bicycle  repairman  want- 
ed to  go  to  Florida  and  take  charge  of  shop; 
steady  work  and  good  pay.  Apply  by  letter  only. 
New   York  Sporting  Goods  Co.,  New  York  City. 


SNOW   HOLDERS 

ARE  ADJUSTABLE. 

When   Set   Are  Firm. 

Wheels  cannot  fall  over  after  being 
put  in  holder.  Used  in  bicycle  stores, 
public  buildings,  offices,  stores, 
churches,  schools,  factories,  in  fact 
anywhere.  No  bicycle  store  complete 
without  them.  Various  styles  furnished 
in  any  finish.    Write  for  prices. 

SNOTF  WIRE  WORKS, 

78-84  Exchange  Street, 
Established  1834.      ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. 


ACCOUNT  WANTED. 


Used  by  leading  makers  of  high-grade  bicycles.     The  only  oiler  that    regulates    supply  of  oil.     CANNOT 
LEAK.    We  make  cheaper  oilers  also,  of  unequaled  quality. 

CUSHMAN  &  DENISON,  Mfrs..  240-2  W.  23d  St.,  N.Y. 


Some  good  Bicycle,  Bicycle  Sundry 
Supply  House  or  Automobile  Manu- 
facturer open  for  expert  representation 
in  Chicago  or  the  West.  Am  financially 
responsible  and  can  furnish  proof  of 
ability  and  integrity.  Have  had  large 
experience  with  the  jobbing  bicycle 
trade.     Address, 

J.  E.  P.,  care  of  James  Elliott  &  Co., 

370  Broadway,  New  York. 


THE  "iTj^-STOBLIO^ 


99     JUV^EKTIXjE 
BIOYOLES. 
The  Best  Juvenile  Ever  Offered.      Our  1900  Proposition  Will  Interest  You. 


EXCELSIOR  SPOKES  AND  NIPPLES  AT  PRICES  CONTROLLED  BY  OURSELVES. 
Kindly   mention  The  Wheel  THE      TOLEDO       METAL     WHEEL     CO.,     TOLEDO,    O. 


ASPHALT  PAVEMENTS 


THE  STANDARD  PAVE- 
MENT OF  AMERICA.^  ^ 


THE    BARBER  ASPHALT   PAVING   CO., 


Endorsed  by  the  L.  A.  W,  everywhere. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


No.   II    BROADWAY,  NEW   YORK. 


Copyright  by  F.  P.   Prial   Co. 
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AN  AUTOMOBILE  NEWS  ITEM 


A  RATHER  LENGTHY  ONE  ABOUT  THE  ANGLO-AMERICAN 
RAPID  VEHICLE  COMPANY,  WHICH  SEEMS  LIKELY  TO  INTER- 
EST ITS  COMPETITORS  IN  THE  MANUFACTURE  OF  GASOLINE- 
DRIVEN  VEHICLES— VICE-PRESIDENT  CARLEY  SAYS  IT  WILL 
BE  THE  "STANDARD  OIL  COMPANY"  OF  ITS  KIND. 


A.CCORDING  to  the  "Motor  Vehicle 
Journal"  and  the  "Cycle  Trader,"  of 
London,  the  new  concern  known  as  the  An- 
glo-American Rapid  Vehicle  Co.  is — to  use  the 
vaudeville  term — an  automobubble. 

According  to  Francis  D.  Carley,  who  will 
announce  in  next  Sunday's  New  York  "Her- 
ald" his  withdrawal  from  Wall  street  to  devote 
his  entire  time  to  the  new  work,  the  name 
Anglo-American  Rapid  Vehicle  Co.  will  mean 
more  in  the  automobile  business  than  does 
the  name  Standard  Oil  Co.  in  its  field. 

Mr.  Carley  was  prominent  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Standard  Oil  Co.  He  is  vice-pres- 
ident of  the  Anglo-American  Rapid  Vehicle 
Co.  He  is  a  man  who  commands  very  consid- 
erable respect  in  Wall  street.  He  is  person- 
ally verj'  wealthy,  and  is  said  to  have  had  the 
co-operation  of  W.  K.  Vanderbilt  in  various 
matters.  His  declaration  about  the  future  of 
the  new  company  is  a  remarkable  statement; 
one  that  deserves  to  be  seriously  chronicled, 
and  one  that  is  apparently  well  grounded,  at 
least  so  far  as  gasoline  motive  power  is  con- 
cerned. 

A  representative  of  The  Wheel  interviewed 
Mr.  Carley  in  his  office  in  the  Commercial 
Cable  building.  No.  20  Broad  street,  on  Tues- 
day. There  were' present  .during  the  inter- 
view Mr.  Pennington,  rather  well  known  here, 
and  whose  connection  will  be  more  fully  stated 
later;  Mr.  Jarrott,  crack  English  motor  cyclist 
and  a  director  of  the  company,  and  Henry 
Crowther,  formerly  of  The  Wheel,  now  in 
charge  of  advertising  and  other  publicity  feat- 
ures of  the  company. 

Mr.  Carley's  office  is  new.  So  is  the  entire 
suite,  as  well  as  the  mahogany  desks  and  fur- 
niture, rich  carpets,  rose-colored  partition- 
curtains,  window  palms  and  other  distinctly 
sumptuous  embellishments. 

The  purpose  of  the  interview  was  to  secure 
from  Mr.  Carley  direct  a  statement  concern- 
ing the  company  in  view  of  the  unfavorable 
articles  printed  about  it  in  the  London  papers 
mentioned.  Mr.  Carley  was  plainly  annoyed 
by  these  articles,  which  are  so  worded  that 
while  no  definite  knowledge  of  the  company 
is  conveyed  a  vaguely  unfavorable  impression 


of  its  conservatism  and  financial  stability  is 
created.     Mr.  Carley  said: 

"I  am  glad  The  Wheel  has  called  my  at- 
tention to  this  matter.  I  am  preparing  a  let- 
ter which  will  cover  the  whole  subject,  per- 
haps not  so  clearly  as  I  can  state  it  personally. 
I  have  seen  the  English  articles.  They  exhib- 
it ignorance  of  the  strength  and  purpose  of  the 
company  and  a  desire  to  scofif  at  Mr.  Lawson, 
who  prominently  represents  the  English  in- 
terests which  have  been  absorbed  by  this  com- 
pany. Why  any  criticism  is  lodged  against 
Mr.  Lawson  I  do  not  know.  It  may  have 
originated  in  the  fact  that  he  did  in  Downing 
street  what  I  did  in  Wall  street — went  in  and 
operated  without  consulting  and  paying  trib- 
ute to  the  commission  brokers.  On  that  ac- 
count I  was  miich  derided  in  Wall  street  once, 
but  I  succeeded,  and  former  broker  critics 
would  be  very  glad  to  execute  my  orders  now. 

"However,  whatever  they  may  think  of  Mr. 
Lawson  and  Mr.  Pennington  in  England  has 
nothing  to  do  with  and  can  in  no  way  interfere 
with  the  operation  of  this  company.  We  have 
absorbed  the  British  Motor  Co.,  of  which  Mr. 
Harry  J.  Lawson  was  the  head.  We  have 
also  absorbed  other  English  companies,  in- 
cluding Mr.  Pennington's  company.  From 
these  various  concerns  we  have  secured  about 
200  patents,  and  the  plans  and  facilities  for 
constructing  a  very  large  variety  of  automo- 
bile vehicles.  Each  of  the  companies  has  in 
return  received  an  interest  in  this  company. 
The  stock  has  not  been  delivered  to  them,  but 
has  been  placed  in  trust  for  a  period  of  time. 
None  of  our  stock  is  on  the  'market.  None 
will  be.  This  undertaking  is  in  no  sense  a 
stock  operation.  We  will  have  nothing  what- 
ever to  sell  to  the  public  except  automobile 
vehicles.  We  will  have  no  plant  here,  because 
I,  for  one,  do  not  believe  in  investing  my  mon- 
ey in  plants.  We  will  have  the  various  parts 
of  our  vehicles  manufactured  by  various 
American  concerns — not  automobile  concerns. 
We  control  the  patents,  we  have  the  working 
drawings  and  we  will  do  the  marketing.  If 
there  is  at  this  time  any  doubt  that  we  mean 
business,  I  have  here  a  contract  which  will  be 
made  public  in  a  few  days  and  which  will  sur- 


prise you.  In  due  course  we  shall  make  act- 
ive efiforts  for  American  patronage.  For 
some  time  practically  all  our  facilities  will  be 
engaged  in  filling  European  orders,  which  we 
intend  to  largely  fill  from  this  country  because 
we  believe  we  can  manufacture  at  less  cost 
here.  We  will  open  an  exhibition  room  in 
Fifth  avenue,  in  the  Victoria  Hotel,  and  by 
and  by  the  users  of  automobiles  in  this  coun- 
try will  know  a  great  deal  more  about  us.  We 
intend — and  v^^e  feel  that  we  can  carry  out  our 
intention — that  this  co-mpany  shall  bear  a 
stronger  relation  to  other  automobile  interests 
than  the  Standard  Oil  Co.  bears  to  the  oil  in- 
terests. 

"Mr  Gibbs  and  I  both  believe  that  gasoline 
will  for  some  time  furmisih  the  most  practi- 
cable motive  power.  Mr.  Gibbs  is  our  pres- 
ident, and  the  headquarters  of  the  company 
are  in  his  ofTice,  in  Philadelphia.  The  New 
York  office  is  the  executive  department,  from 
which  the  manufacturing  and  selling  will  be 
managed.  Mr.  Gibbs  was  formerly  president 
of  the  Electric  Vehicle  Co.  and  of  the  Stor- 
age Battery  Co.,  both  of  which,  as  you  know, 
occupy  controlling  positions  in  their  fields. 

"Let  me  impress  upon  your  mind  again  the 
fact  that  this  is  not  a  stock  operation.  We 
have  nothing  to  sell  but  automobiles.  And 
we  are  going  to  have  no  trouble  in  selling 
them.  Mj'  Wall  Street  friends  are  already 
interested.  Here  is  a  card  from  Mr.  Selig- 
man,  for  example.     He  wants  one." 

Mr.  Carley  wias  then  called  away.  The  talk 
was  the  first  one  concerning  the  company  he 
had  given  to  any  newspaper  or  other  publi- 
cation, and  his  own  people  were  quite  as  in- 
terested as  The  Wheel  man.  Mr.  Carley  is 
quite  an  elderly  man.  He  was  in  his  physi- 
cal prime  when  Lincoln  was.  He  has  the 
Lincoln  style  of  face;  full  of  homely  lines;  a 
serious,  keen  pair  of  gray-blue  eyes;  an  in- 
tensely btisiness  aspect.  When  spealcing  he 
looks  out  of  the  window  and  covers  his  sub- 
ject clearly,  logically,  as  he  would  verbally 
deliver  an  annual  report  to  his  stockholders. 
He  was  formerly  president  of  the  Monetary 
Trust  Co.  and  L.  &  N.  Ry.  director. 

Mr.  Carley's  letter,  received  yesterday,  is 
as  follows: 

The  Anglo-American  Rapid  Vehicle  Co.  was  formed 
by  W.  W.  Gibbs,  of  Philadelphia,  who  is  the  president, 
myself,  and  associates,  by  the  consolidation  of  a  num- 
ber of  companies  and  firms  located  principally  in  Eng- 
land. Considerable  of  the  stock  was  issued  to  the 
owners  of  the  various  interests  referred  to,  and  for 
different  patents,  of  which  the  company  has  nearly 
200. 
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The  corporation  has  in  view  the  sole  purpose  of  man- 
ufacturing and  selling  automobiles.  It  is  not  in  any 
sense  a  stock  operation.  In  fact,  the  stock  delivered 
to  the  various  parties  referred  to  Jias  been  placed  in 
trust  and  no  portable  certificates  of  deposit  will  be 
issued  against  it.  Therefore  it  cannot  become,  until 
the  trust  period  has  elapsed,  a  speculative  foot-ball 
in  any  degree.  The  entire  purpose  in  view  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  Gibbs,  myself  and  all  of  our  associates,  is  to 
undertake  a  somewhat  comprehensive  grasp  on  this 
gigantic  industry  by  the  rapid  construction  of  motor 
carriages,  motor  wagons  and  motor  omnibuses,  on 
designs  the  inost  simple,  rapid  and  efficient  which  we 
are  confident  have  yet  been  put  into  execution.  We 
intend  that  our  enterprise  shall  be  measured  solely 
on  its  merits  as  a  business  venture. 

We  have  imported  a  number  of  handsome  vehicles 
of  diiTerent  styles  as  samples  of  the  types  which  we 
expect  to  turn  out  at  an  early  date,  and  those  vehicles 
will  be,  within  two  or  three  days,  on  exhibition  in 
that  large  store-room  under  the  old  Victoria  Hotel 
on  the  corner  of  Fifth  avenue  and  Twenty-seventh 
street.  These  vehicles  are  not  offered  for  sale,  as 
they  will  be  used  to  aid  our  own  manufacturers  in 
carrying  on  the  work  of  construction,  but  we  will  be 
pleased  to  have  you  visit  the  store-room  aforesaid, 
and  believe  you  will  find  in  that  collection  the  best 
assortment   of  motor   vehicles   yet   brought  together. 

We  are  only  just  getting  to  work  because  Mr.  Gibbs, 
myself  and  others  in  interest  have  been  compelled  to 
tear  themselves  away  from  other  pursuits,  and  most 
of  us  intend  to  devote  ourselves  exclusively  to  the 
construction  and  distribution  of  these  vehicles.  This 
explains  why  we  have  not  communicated  with  you 
and  the  public  in  reference  to  our  plans  at  an  earlier 
date.  However,  it  may  be  all  the  better  that  our 
exhibition  of  vehicles  and  the  developments  of  our 
business  shall  talk  for  themselves. 

As  soon  as  we  get  our  plans  more  nearly  perfected 
we  will,  no  doubt,  have  something  to  say  direct  to  the 
public  through  the  advertising  columns  of  the  lead- 
ing journals.  Yours  truly, 

F.    D.    Carley, 
\'ice-President. 

The  Wheel  was  informed  by  Mr.  Carley 
that  neither  Mr.  Lawson  nor  Mr.  Penning- 
ton occupied  a  controlling  position  in  the 
company.  "They  have  both  sold  their  in- 
terests to  the  company,  hold  stock  and  are 
here  to  assist  us." 

Mr.  Laiwson  was  not  present.  During  the 
recent  show  he  spent  much  time  in  the  Mad- 
ison Square  Garden  press  room.  He  is  broad 
English  in  appearance,  speech  and  physique. 
He  invented  the  bicyclette,  immediate  pro- 
gemitor  of  the  present  form  of  bicycle. 

As  for  Pennington,  'he  is  an  American;  an 
easy-going  giant,  of  the  type  of  Congressman 
Bailey,  of  Texas.  Hb  takes  a  boyish  pleasure 
in  life,  and  looks  it,  despite  some  silver  in 
his  thick,  black  hair.  Unlike  some  inventors, 
he   also    likes    organizing.      He   likes    to    talk 


"company."  He  likes  a  Prince  Albert  coat, 
too,  and  a.  silk  tile,  and  evidently  loves  a 
"stone"  here  and  there.  His  first  automobile 
was  a  bicycle,  and  its  abiding  place  was — and 
perhaps  is — Kenosha,  Wis.  It  was  not  a 
"go."  The  Pennington  air  ship,  an  alumi- 
num experiment,  was  floated  in  the  old  Ex- 
position building  in  Chicago,  years  ago,  and 
was  a  nine  days'  wonder.  By  and  by  M'". 
Pennington  went  to  England.  There  he  had 
varying  experiences,  and  some  success.  Jar- 
rott  says  'his  gasoline  motor  is  considerably 
speedier  than  the  De  Dion.  Perinington  sold 
his  English  company  to  Lawson,  who  made 
it  a  part  of  the  new  Anglo-American.  Pen- 
nington is  here  partly  to  supervise  the  con- 
struction of  two  racing  vehicles,  which  will 
be  ridden  by  Jarrott  and  Wridgway  in  the 
next  Paris-to-Bordeaux  race.  Pennington 
goes  to  France  with  these  riders. 

The  "Autocar,"  of  Londom,  is  owned  by 
Henry  Stormey,  owner  of  the  "Cyclist,"  but 
Mr.  Jarrott  informs  The  Wheel  that  the 
"Autocar"  was  started  by  Mr.  Lawson.  That 
journal  states  that  the  Englis'h  concerns  ta- 
ken in  by  the  Anglo-American  Co.  are  the 
Britis'h  Motor  Co.  and  five  others,  said  to 
be  these:  The  Britis'h  Motor  Coupe  Co., 
Pennington  Motor  Co.,  Foreign  Patents  Syn- 
dicaite,  Humber  Motor  Co.,  Coventry  Motor 
Co.  All  of  these  except  one  are  said  to 
bave  been  intimately  connected  with  M''. 
Lawson's  Britis'h  Motor  Co. 

"As  for  the  English  journals  which  criti- 
cise us,"  said  Mr.  Pennington,  "you  can  put 
it  down  as  envy  or  jealousy.  So  many  Eng- 
lish publishers  have  an  axe  to  grind,  longer 
than  this  room.  They  are  manufacturers,  or 
stockholders  in  certain  concerns,  and  on  oc- 
casion they  hammer  other  concerns." 

The  "Motor  Vehicle  Journal"  liad  a  page 
advertisement  of  the  Anglo-Amerioan  Co.  on 
one  page,  and  a  "roast"  of  it  and  Lawson  on 
another  page. 

Mr.  Pennington  showed  The  Wheel  man 
some  large  photographs,  illustrating  in  rather 
amazing  groups  the  variety  of  vehicles  w^hich 
have  already  been  manufactured  by  the  Eng- 
lish concerns  absorbed  by  the  Anglo-Ameri- 
can Company.  The  Pennington  and  Pan- 
hard-Levassor  motors  are  used  by  the  com- 
pany. 

The  Anglo-American  Rapid  Vehicle  Co. 
was  recently  incorporated  in  Delaware.  Nom- 
inal  capital   stock,   $75,000,000. 


ENOUSn  BICYCLE  MANlfACTlRERS  INCREASE  THEIR  PRICES. 


London  advices  state  that  the  representa- 
tives of  130  English  cycle  makers  met  in  Bir- 
mingham last  Friday  and  agreed  to  make  a 
general  advance  in  prices  at  an  early  date.  In- 
creased cost  of  coal  and  all  materials,  and  a 
common  desire  to  recover  from  the  low  prices 
caused  last  year  by  over-production,  are  giv- 
en as  the  reasons  for  this  action. 

Light  is  thrown  upon  the  above  report  by 
the  following  article,  which  appeared  in  Lon- 
don "Cycling."  January  24: 

AN  IMPORTANT  TRADE  MEETING. 
In  our  issue  of  a  fortnight  since  we  showed  plainly 
and  clearly  the  effect  which  the  general  prosperity  of 
the  country  and  the  enormous  advances  which  have 
been  made  all  round  in  the  prices  of  materials,  coals, 
etc.,  were  having  upon  the  cost  of  cycle  production, 
and  we  therein  stated  that  as  things  were  going  it 
pointed  clearly  to  either  of  two  things:  (1)  To  the 
inevitable  loss  upon   trading  by  cycle   manufacturers. 


or  (2)  to  a  necessary  rise  in  price.  At  present  it  is  an 
undoubted  fact  that  manufacturers  of  cheap  machines, 
or  rather,  we  should  say,  of  good  machines  at  low 
prices,  are  not  getting  change  for  a  shilling,  and  in 
many  cases  it  is  little  short  of  suicidal  to  continue 
trading  at  present  prices.  American  manufacturers 
of  the  ten  guinea  bicycle  supply  a  machine  which  is 
virtually  a  road  racer  stripped  of  everything,  and  shod 
with  tires  which  cost  at  most  half  the  price  of  an  Eng- 
lish second-grade  tire,  and  even  at  that,  and  admitted- 
ly in  some  cases  superior  productive  methods,  they 
are  barely  able  to  make  living  profits,  yet  as  soon  as 
the  English  manufacturer  has  lowered  his  price  to 
the  same  figure  he  not  only  fully  fits  the  machine 
with  brake,  guards,  etc.,  but  in  many  cases  endeavors 
to  make  it  more  readily  salable  by  fitting  the  most 
expensive  tires  on  the  market  to  it.  The  whole  thing 
is  on  a  wrong  footing,  and  as  we  said  in  our  leader  a 
fortnight  ago,  something  will  have  to  be  done  to  vir- 
tually save  the  trade  from  itself,  and  we  are  pleased  to 
learn  that  this  something  is  being  done  by  the  Cycle 
Manufacturers'  Trade  Protection  Association,  which 
has  had  the  importance  of  the  situation  placed  before 


it,  and  which  is  calling  a  meeting  of  all  genuine  man- 
ufacturers of  cycles  for  3  p.  m.  on  February  1st  at  the 
Queen's  Hotel,  Birmingham,  when  it  is  proposed  to 
seriously  discuss  this  all-important  price  question,  and 
see  if  some  feasible  way  out  of  the  difficulty  cannot 
be    arrived   at. 

Alleged  Stock  Manipulation. 

It  is  alleged  that  whereas  the  common  stock 
of  the  Consolidated  Rubber  Tire  Co.  was  is- 
sued to  members  of  the  company  at  par,  cer- 
tain "insiders"  by  manipulations  "on  the 
curb"  in  Wall  street,  depressed  the  value  of 
the  stock  with  a  view  of  inducing  other  mem- 
bers to  sell  it  at  a  low  figure,  and  after  gob- 
bling the  stock  reduced  the  company's  capital- 
ization. This  alleged  manipulation  is  to  be 
called  to  the  attention  of  a  special  grand  jury- 
in  New  York  City. 


Condition  of  German  Trade. 

Many  German  concerns  have  paid  decreased 
dividends  on  last  year's  business  because  much 
of  their  income  was  used  in  buying  machinery 
with  which  to  manufacture  automobiles.  The 
conservative  prospect  is  that  a  considerable 
proportion  of  the  older  German  manufactur- 
ers, particularly  in  view  of  their  engaging  in 
the  automobile  industry,  have  a  good  chance 
of  permanent  survival.  New  concerns,  how- 
ever, do  not  appear  to  have  a  good  prospect 
ahead. 


Assignee's  Responsibility. 

The  Kentucliy  Court  of  Appeals  held,  in 
the  recent  case  of  Overley  vs.  Given  et  al, 
that  where  an  assignee  for  creditors  refused, 
upon  demand,  to  pay  to  the  assignor  the 
amount  to  which  he  was  entitled  on  account 
of  exemptions,  the  assignee,  and  not  the  as- 
signor, thereafter  took  the  risk  of  the  solvency 
of  the  bank  in  which  the  fund  was  deposited, 
and  could  not  escape  liability  by  showing  that 
the  bank  was  regarded  as  solvent. 


Ttie  Wyman  Pedal  Patent. 

Some  time  ago  the  firm  of  Gordon  &  Wy- 
man, of  Worcester,  Mass.,  notified  the  A.  B. 
C.  that  some  of  its  concerns  were  infringing 
certain  patent  rights  of  Mr.  H.  Winfield  Wy- 
man on  pedal  construction.  The  notice  is  to 
receive  consideration,  and  on  account  of  the 
hard-worked  condition  of  the  A.  B.  C.  patent 
department,  Mr.  Wyman  is  not  hurrying  in  the 
matter.  He  is  very  prominently  interested  in 
the  Record  Pedal  Co. 


Motor  Cycle  Over-production. 

English  cycle  makers  are  now  taking  up  the 
manufacture  of  motor  cycles,  tricycles  partic- 
ularly, so  vigorously  that  there  is  a  prospect 
of   early    over-production. 


The  Sleg  Factory. 

A  report  from  Kenosha  has  it  that  the  Chi- 
cago and  Northwestern  Railway  Co.  desires  to 
secure  the  Sieg  bicycle  factory,  now  the  prop- 
erty of  the  A.  B.  C. 


Automobile  Show  In  October. 

It  has  practically  been  decided  to  hold 
an  automobile  show  in  Madison  Square  Gar- 
den in  October.  The  dates  have  not  been  se- 
lected. 


Crowther's  New  Position. 

Henry  Crowther  is  now  connected  with  the 
Anglo-American  Rapid  Vehicle  Co.,  New 
York,  in  the  capacity  of  advertising  manager. 
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^  ^  Tubing  Situation.  ^  ^ 


The  Shelby  Steel  Tube  Co.  are  making  some 
extensive  alterations  in  their  various  plants. 
At  the  Toledo  mill  two  buildings  have  recent- 
ly been  erected,  one  of  them  as  a  piercing  and 
the  other  as  a  rolling  mill.  On  account  of  a 
recent  increase  in  the  cost  of  crude  oil  this 
type  of  fuel  has  been  abandoned,  and  will  be 
superseded  by  the  use  of  gas,  to  which  end  the 
company  are  installing  three  large  gas-produc- 
ing machines.  Compressed  air  will  also  be 
used  extensively  in  this  plant  and  a  mammoth 
air  compressor  has  been  installed. 

In  future  nothing  under  two-inch  tube  will 
be  produced  at  this  plant.  At  Greenville  ex- 
tensive improvements  are  under  way,  and  the 
Hartford  mill  will  undergo  some  extensive 
alterations  in  the  near  future.  The  Albany 
plant  will  also  be  enlarged.  These  changes 
have  been  made  necessary  by  a  general  shift- 
ing in  the  manufacturing  arrangements  of  the 
company. 

In  future  the  manufacture  of  bicycle  tubing 
will  be  confined  wholly  to  the  Hartford  and 
Albany  mills.  The  old  Shelby  mill  will  con- 
tinue on  this  work  throughout  the  present 
season,  but  after  that  it  will  be  utilized  for 
larger  work.  The  plant  at  Ellwood  City,  Pa., 
has  been  closed  for  the  present,  but  much  of 
the  machinery  is  intact  and  the  mill  will  be 
used  as  an  auxiliary.  As  can  be  judged  from 
the  rearrangement  of  the  company's  plants, 
the  manufacture  of  bicycle  tubing  is  but  a  frac- 
tion of  the  company's  total  business.  How- 
ever, this  is  being  pushed  as  hard  as  ever,  and 
a  representative  of  the  company  informed  a 
Wheel  man  the  other  day  that  the  demand, 
is  now  larger  than  ever  before.     He  remarked, 


The  Canadian  "Racycle"  Factory. 

The  Wheel  on  January  18  stated,  by  au- 
thority of  the  Miami  Cycle  &  Mfg.  Co.,  of 
Middletown,  O.,  that  there  was  no  truth  in 
the  report  that  a  Canadian  company  had  been 
formed  to  manufacture  the  Racycle  at  Ber- 
lin, Ont.  Under  date  of  February  1,  how- 
ever, the  Miami  people  write:  "Since  we 
wrote  you  last  we  have  made  arrangements 
with  Arthur  Pequegnat,  of  Berlin,  Ont., 
whereby  he  will  handle  our  wheels  in  Cana- 
da. They  call  themselves  the  Berlin  &  Ra- 
cycle Mfg.  Co.,  Ltd.  They  started  out  five 
salesmen,  and  W.  E.  Houghton  is  manager, 
and  their  plant  will  be  on  Frederick  street, 
as  we  understand  it." 


nis  Creditors  Object. 

Akron,  O.,  Feb.  3. — The  creditors  of  Frank 
A.  Wilcox  have  entered  a  protest  to  his  dis- 
charge from  bankruptcy.  He  reported  liabil- 
ities aggregating  $220,000,  with  no  assets.  It 
is  claimed  that  he  received  $32,000  from  the 
India  I^ubber  Co.  for  his  stock  in  that  corpor- 
ation a  few  days  before  his  petition  was  filed. 
Mr.  Wilcox  was  formerly  secretary  of  the  In- 
dia Rubber  Co. 


however,  that  specifications  had  been  later 
than  in  former  years,  and  that  for  the  next  few 
months  they  would  probably  find  it  difficult  to 
keep  up  with  orders. 

The  idea  that  the  Shelby  Company  produces 
nothing  but  tubing  and  forks  for  the  bicycle 
trade  is  an  erroneous  one,  although  these  are 
the  only  goods  marketed  under  their  own 
name  to  the  general  trade. 

At  the  sales  offices  in  Chicago  the  other  day 
the  writer  was  shown  several  specialties  which 
are  not  generally  known  as  Shelby  produc- 
tions and  which  are  made  to  the  order  of  ma- 
terial manufacturers.  One  of  them  was  a  hub 
made  of  seamless  tubing  with  up-set  flanges, 
very  similar  in  appearance  to  the  ordinary 
turned  hub.  Another  was  a  crank-bracket 
made  from  a  large  sized  section  of  tube  hav- 
ing short  flanges  pushed  outward.  Still  an- 
other was  a  fork-crown,  which  is  a  decided 
novelty.  It  is  made  of  seamless  tubing,  first 
formed  to  an  oval  section  and  then  formed 
into  the  shape  of  the  ordinary  oval  fork-crown. 
A  lug  is  pressed  outward  at  the  top  and  then 
flattened,  forming  a  seat  for  the  head  cone. 
In  appearance  the  finished  crown  closely  re- 
sembles the  hollow-forged  crown  which  was 
introduced  last  year  by  an  eastern  firm,  and, 
being  seamless  and  of  heavy  gauge  tubing,  is 
very  strong  and  undoubtedly  more  reliable 
than  the  ordinary  stamped  crown  that  is 
brazed  together. 

The  Shelby  Company  are  making  a  strong 
bid  for  business  from  automobile  manufactur- 
ers, and  are  furnishing  a  considerable  quantity 
of  heavy  gauge  tubing  for  frames,  hollow 
axles,  steering  levers,  etc. 


bile  vehicles,  using  for  the  present  the  facili- 
ties of  a  factory  in  New  England.  A  company 
will  be  formed  and  headquarters  will  be  in 
New  York.  Mr.  Dickinson  will  use  a  gaso- 
line 'motor,  in  which  certain  ideas  will  be  em- 
bodied to  overcome  the  difficulty  which  besets 
so  many  motors — that  of  inapplicability  to 
moving  vehicles. 

Detachable  Sprocl(et  Patent  Rights. 

While  it  is  possible  that  the  A.  B.  C.  may  at 
some  time  make  use  of  certain  patent  rights 
covered  by  the  form  of  detachable  sprocket 
wheel  used  in  the  Rambler  bicycle — the  kind 
of  sprocket  held  in  place  by  claws  which  are 
part  of  the  crank — there  can  be  no  immediate 
action.  The  fact  is  that  the  patent  department 
of  the  A.  B.  C.  is  now  in  an  early  state  of 
organization.  The  botto^m  bracket  patent  is 
the  principal  exception  to  this  rule. 


Dicliinson  Starts  Automobile-Making. 

Fred  S.  Dickinson,  very  well  known  in  the 
cycle  trade,  has  secured  financial  backing  in 
New  York  City,  as  a  result  of  which  he  will 
immediately  begin  the  manufacture  of  automo- 


Shelby  Wants  Lozier. 

Shelby,  O.,  Jan.  30. — A  short  time  ago  men- 
tion was  made  in  the  "News"  that  a  prominent 
citizen  stated  that  if  a  certain  deal  went 
through  the  population  of  Shelby  would  be 
greatly  increase^,  within  the  next  few  years. 
A  few  people  smile'd,  jbut  there  may  be  some- 
thing in  it.  "-It  was  reported  yesterday  that 
there  is  good  chance  of  securing  another  fac- 
tory for  Shelby,  which,  if  secured,  will  be  a 
great  factor  in  the  making  of  this  city.  The 
factory  is  that  of  H.  A.  Lozier,  of  Cleveland, 
who  is  desirous  of  establishing  a  factory  for 


the  manufacture  of  automobiles.  Cleveland 
and  Toledo  papers  recently  had  articles  in  re- 
gard to  the  factory  locating  in  those  cities. 
Shelby  has  not  been  spoken  of,  but  a  quiet 
movement  has  been  on  foot  for  some  time  to 
secure  this  factory.  It  was  reported  yesterday 
that  five  acres  of  land  had  been  bought  near 
the  old  furnace  works  from  W.  Dick  for  a  site 
for  the  factory,  but  as  yet  nothing  definite  has 
been  learned. 

Lozier  officials  at  Cleveland  say  they  know 
nothing  about  this  project.  Mr.  Lozier  was 
not  in  the  citj'  when  The  Wheel  called. 

Dealer  Wants  Quotations. 

J.  T.  Graves  will  open  about  March  1  at  23-!- 
Euclid  avenue,  Cleveland,  O.,  and  will  handle 
a  complete  line  of  bicycles  and  sundries,  mak- 
ing the  Racycle  his  leader.  Quotations  on 
sundries  and  equipment  are  solicited. 

Dealers  who  desire  quotations,  etc.,  from 
manufacturers  or  jobbers,  are  cordially  invited 
to  make  their  wants  known  through  The 
Wheel. 


Brewster's  A.  B.  C.  Position. 

W.  M.  Brewster  is  not  displeased  at  having 
been  placed  in  charge  of  what  might  be  called 
the  traffic  department  of  the  A.  B.  C.  Consid- 
ering his  long  railroad  experience,  it  is  like 
stepping  into  a  comfortable  pair  of  old  shoes. 
His  work  will  cover  the  freight  rates,  claims 
and  similar  matters  which  will  naturally  arise 
between  a  big  shipper  and  the  transportation 
companies. 


The  A.  B.  C.-Eagle  Case. 

Under  ordinary  usage  the  bottom-bracket 
case  of  the  A.  B.  C.  against  the  Eagle  Com- 
pany would  come  up  for  hearing  in  about  three 
months  after  filing  suit.  By  mutual  stipula- 
tion between  the  lawyers  the  court  often 
agrees  to  postponement.  It  is  understood 
that  as  far  as  the  A.  B.  C.  is  concerned  it  is 
ready  to  proceed  at  any  time  in  this  case. 

Anglo-American  Parcels-Post  Service. 

In  the  House  of  Parliament  on  February  1 
the  financial  secretary  to  the  treasury  stated 
that  the  British  Government  hoped  soon  to 
receive  a  favorable  reply  from  the  United 
States  to  proposals  recently  made  for  estab- 
lishing a  parccls-'post  system. 

The  Rocl(ford  Cycle  factory. 

By  order  of  a  Chicago  court  the  factory,  ma- 
terials and  stock  of  the  Rockford  Cycle  Co. 
have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  Joseph  Hurd, 
who  has  started  the  plant  in  his  own  name, 
making  wheels. 


IMillion-Dollar  Fire. 

A  fire  entailing  an  estimated  loss  of  $1,000,- 
000  was  caused  by  an  explosion  Sunday  in 
the  Hopkins  &  Allen  Arms  Co.  factory  in 
Norwich,  Conn.  Firearms  and  bicycles  were 
manufactured. 

The  Wilhelm  Plant. 

It  is  reported  that  New  York  and  Chicago 
investors  have  inspected  the  Wilhelm  plant  at 
Hamburg,  Pa.,  with  a  view  of  leasing  or  pur- 
chasing it. 
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No.  148. 


No.  166. 


No.  46. 


No.  76. 


Brown  B. 


No.  144. 


No.  146. 


A  FLIGHT  OF 
FANCY. 


Just  fancy  the  American  Saddle  Company 
taking  a  notion  that  the  internal  construction 
— the  covered-up  parts — of  their  saddles  could, 
be  cheapened,  in  the  materials  and  in  putting 
them  together,  and  "sell  just  as  we  1,"  and  the 
company  make  a  nice  little  profit  in.  doing  it. 

They  would,  of  course,  figure  that  every- 
body accepted  and  acknowledged  its  splendid 
reputation  for  honestly  and  perfectly  made 
goods,  and  would  take  them  in  faith  and  the 
cheat  might  go  on  indefinitely. 

What  folly  that  would  be ! 

And  what  a  wild  fancy  it  is. 

And  yet  there  are  those  who  seem  to  think 
it  good  business. 

That  is  why  we  so  often,  in  these  advertise- 
ments, urge  you  to  "  Tear  off  the  cover,"  "  Rip 
'em  open,"  "Get  at  the  inside  facts,"  &c.,  &c. 

Slash  into  ours  all  you  like;  we're  not  afraid. 
It  means  more  business  for  us. 

American  Saddle  Co.'s  saddles  are  always 
right,  inside  and  outside  —  leather,  padding, 
trees  and  springs,  and  the  springs  are  held  in 
place  by  good,  honest  bolts  and  nuts — the  only 
proper  and  safe  way. 

I     We   have   a   few  good,  reliable,  well-made 
catalogues  of  saddles  and  tool-bags  which  we 
I  are  giving  away.    Send  for  them. 


AMERICAN 

SADDLE 

COMPANY, 

ELYRIA, 

OHIO,  U.  S.  A. 


Wheeler  Kxtra. 


Wheeler  Cork  Top. 


No.  163  A. 


o 


No.  168. 


No.  47. 


o 
■i- 
o 
•^ 
o 


No.  77. 


Brown  D. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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THE  EXPORT  TRADE. 


HERE- are  some  interesting  bicycle  export  figures.     They 
cover  the  respective  years  ending  December  31: 

\  1897. 

Great  Britain  exported  to  the  value  of $7,151,600 

United  States  exported  to  the  value  of 6,902,736 

1898. 

Great  Britain  exported  to  the  value  of ; $4,804,695 

United  States  exported  to  the  value  of 7,092,197 

1899. 

Great  Britain  exported  to  the  value  of $3,326,830 

United  States  exported  to  the  value  of 4,820,384 

Great  Britain  is  not  catching  up  with  us,  but  we  are  losing 
ground.  There  are  various  reasons,  and  this  is  one:  the 
TOTAL  DEMAND  HAS  DECREASED.  The  proof  of  this  Statement 
is  the  fact  that  other  nations  are  not  increasing  their  exports 
sufficiently  to  fill  the  gaps  between  the  present  export  figures 
of  Great  Britain  and  this  country  and  those  of  the  past.  There 
is  a  certain  consolation  in  the  fact.  But  bear  in  mind  this 
important  note,  and  wake  up:  Germany's  export  trade  in  bicy- 
cles, as  in  her  other  departments  of  trade,  is  increasing  in  con- 
siderable proportion.  Her  shipments  are  made  to  Austria, 
Switzerland,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Russia,  Holland,  Belgium, 
Italy,  South  America,  the  British  colonies,  and  even  into  Eng- 
land.   Her  figures  are: 

1897    $2,097,732 

1898 2,511,852 

1899    2,579,444 

Germany  has  a  splendid  system  of  commercial  schools.  We 
have  the  most  effective  consular  service.  Germany  evidently 
finds  well-drilled  commercial  travelers,  especially  schooled  for 
the  fields  they  are  to  cover,  of  greater  value  than  we  find  our 
keen-witted  consuls,  many  of  whom  are  newspaper  men. 

Gentlemen  of  the  American  cycle  trade,  here  is  a  condition, 
not  an  arithmetical  hypothesis.  Your  reputation  has  been 
somewhat  spoiled  abroad  by  some  among  you  who  have  been 
very  unscrupulous  as  to  the  character  of  goods.     But  that  is 


a  mere  temporary  matter.  The  real  difficulty  is  deeper.  The 
American  trade  has  been  lucky  in  the  past.  Luck  is  an  evanes- 
cent quantity.  There  is  a  lot  to  learn  about  foreign  trade. 
You  have  public  servants  at  Washington,  whose  duty  it  is  to 
give  information  and  advice  to  whomsoever  among  you. 
The  State  Department  should  be  able  to  give  you  a  great  deal 
of  valuable  data  concerning  the  commercial  methods  of  the 
Germans,  as  applied  to  their  export  trade. 


ELEAZER  TALKS  AGAIN. 


ELEAZER  KEMPSHALL  is  a  small,  very  fat  man  who 
sells  shoe  eyelets  in  Boston,  and  who  has  invented  an 
automobile  tire  which  is  said  by  experts  to  contain  the  ele- 
ments of  its  own  destruction.  He  has  a  singular  faculty  for 
making  reporters  believe  that  he  is  closely  associated  with 
"the  powers  that  be"  in  automobile,  rubber,  tire  and  other 
circles,  and  that  he  is  likely  to  do  something  big  in  the  trust- 
promotion  line  any  minute. 

That  seems  to  be  the  sum  and  evanescence  of  Mr.  Eleazer 
Kempshall,  who  has  just  broken  out  again  by  telling  New  York 
reporters  that  he  is  about  to  go  to  Europe  to  work  up  the 
details  of  a  |200,000,000  concern  in  this  country,  to  control 
the  manufacture  of  every  blessed  component  part  of  a  bicycle, 
automobile  or  tire.  '; 

Mr.  Kempshall  has  been  reported  as  having  had  intentions 
of  this  sort  before.  He  must  have  been  in  an  unusually  erup- 
tive state  when  he  talked  with  the  "Times"  reporter  last  week, 
as  that  poor  man's  article  clearly  indicates  delirium,  making  it 
appear — as  nearly  as  it  makes  anything  appear — that  the  whole 
blame  for  getting-  Mr.  Kempshall  started  again  lies  in  the 
irrelevant  fact  that  certain  Ohio  mantifacturers  have  recog- 
nized Col,  Dodge's  Tillinghast  tire  patent. 


REVITALIZE  AMATEURISM. 


WHAT  has  been  done  can  be  done,  as  a  rule.  Amateur 
interest  in  cycle  racing  may  never  again  be  all  that  it 
has  been,  but  there  is  a  lot  of  it  left,  and  if  it  has  lagged  some- 
what it  can  be  revived  by  the  right  methods,  to  the  benefit  of 
cycling  generally  and  the  trade  in  consequence. 

What  are  the  right  methods?  Shall  the  medicine  be  applied 
through  the  now  thoroughly  mercenary  and  devitalized  out- 
and-out  professional?  No,  Through  the  fake  amateur,  then? 
No.  Apply  it  to  the  base  of  the  whole  racing  structure,  the 
pure  amateur. 

Heretofore  the  trade  has  not  found  it  necessan.^  to  do  this. 
It  has  found  advertisement  in  paying  riders,  rather  than  in 
keeping  them  "pure."  It  has  never  had  to  revitalize  amateur- 
ism. That  is  what  is  to  be  done  now,  if  the  bodies  controlling 
amateur  and  professional  racing  in  this  country  show  with 
some  definiteness,  before  the  season  opens,  "where  they  are 
at."  At  this  time  the  indications  are  rather  favorable.  The 
professionals  desire  to  and  undoubtedly  will  manage  their  own 
affairs,  and  the  League  of  American  Wheelmen  does  not  seem 
likely  to  fail  in  making  some  suitable  provision,  at  its  national 
assembly  next  week,  for  the  proper  control  of  cycling  ama- 
teurism, which  has  always  been  in  its  charge  in  this  country 
and  cannot  conscientiously  be  tossed  aside. 

Should  suitable  governmental  arrangements  be  made,  it  is 
more  than  likely  that,  in  the  interests  of  the  whole  trade,  the 
American  Bicycle  Co,  will  do  what  it  can  to  promote  local  and 
national  interest  in  purely  amateur  racing.    An  authorized  offi- 
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cer  of  the  company  has  already  stated  the  favorable  disposi- 
tion of  the  company  in  tliat  direction,  and  probably  the  Spring 
will  see  some  definite  action  taken.  With  the  A.  B.  C.  leading 
off,  the  independent  manufacturers  will  tmdoubtedlv  follow 
suit. 


ALL  publishers  of  independent  journals  will  be  pleased  to 
know  that  a  Congress  committee  will  report  favorably 
on  a  measure  to  exclude  all  "house  organs"  from  the  mails  as 
second-class  matter.  Such  organs  have  very  narrow,  selfish 
fields  of  usefulness;  they  very  much  represent  "private  busi- 
ness," and  their  owners  cannot  reasonably  expect  to  be  longer 
permitted  to  prostitute  the  public  mail  service.  Another  word 
about  house  organs:  Foi*  some  reason,  probably  intuitive 
prejudice,  advertisements  placed  therein  have  very  little  value. 
The  fact  that  they  are  the  payment  of  a  business  obligation,  a 
form  of  tribute  bled  out  of  the  "advertisers"  by  the  "publisher," 
is  plain  to  every  reader.  Such  advertisements  smack  of  insin- 
cerity, and  there  is  no  greater  fault  in  an  advertisement. 

*    +    * 

CUSHION-FRAME  facts,  based  on  four  years  ol  observ- 
ant experience,  are  set  forth  on  another  page,  and  should 
be  read  carefully  by  every  manufacturer,  and  particularly  by 
every  retail  dealer. 

*        *        * 

THERE  appears  in  this  issue  of  The  Wheel  an  advertise- 
ment of  such  an  original  character  that  we  feel  justified 
in  calling  attention  to  it  here.  A  company  which  constructs 
electric  railway  lines  solicits  the  co-operation  of  dealers  and 
bicycle  riders  in  securing  contracts,  offering  in  return  to  build 
alongside  of  all  lines,  without  extra  charge,  suitable  bicycle 


paths.  The  company  states  explicitly  that  it  does  not  expect 
to  be  given  contracts  unless  its  bid  for  suitable  work  is  the 
lowest,  so  that  there  is  no  string  attached  to  its  ofifer  to  wheel- 
men. This  seems  to  be  a  very  worthy  proposition.  It  is  cer- 
tainly novel. 

*  *        * 

OUR  Government  is  considering  a  parcels-post  proposition 
submitted  by  Great  Britain.  If  at  all  practicable,  it 
should  be  accepted.  But  what  is  really  needed  is  a  parcels- 
post  system  in  our  own  country.  To  permit  the  express  com- 
panies to  actually  earn  more  than  their  invested  capital  each 
year  is  nothing  less  than  idiotic  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States. 

*  H:  + 

BICYCLES  do  unquestionably  become  tired.  Their 
molecular  systems  sometimes  require  rest.  But  even  a 
good  thing  can  be  overdone,  and  in  some  respects  Winter  rid- 
ing is  the  finest  ever. 

*    *    * 

ENGLISH  lawyers,  at  least,  have  not  found  the  cycle  trade 
unprofitable.  The  Dunlop  Company  spent  for  750  ac- 
tions at  law  the  sum  of  |700,000.  Fortunately  for  that  com- 
pany, which  is  a  splendid  property,  tire  prices  are  high  abroad. 

MANY  shares  of  the  English  concerns  are  owned  by  the 
public,  and  the  profits  or  losses  of  the  companies  are 
therefore  published.    It  will  be  so  here,  ere  long. 


I 


F  your  catalogue  is  out  and  you  have  not  sent  a  copy  of  it 
to  this  office,  kindly  do  so. 


CYCLING  HELPED  BY  GARDEN  SHOW. 


CYCLING  has  been  given  a  fresh  impetus; 
the  general  pubHc  has  been  brought 
into  closer  touch  with  automobilism.  Those 
are  the  direct  results  of  the  fifth  annual  Cycle 
Show  and  second  annual  motor  vehicle  expo- 
sition which  closed  in  Madison  Square  Gar- 
den last  night. 

The  success  of  the  afiEair  was  beyond  the 
expectations  of  a  majority  of  the  exhibitors. 
The  attendance  figures  compare  favorably 
with  those  of  any  previous  show  of  the  kind 
held  on  this  continent.  The  number  of  visit- 
ors during  the  week  is  variously  estimated  at 
from  eighty  thousand  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand. 

Up  to  the  last  hour  of  the  exhibition  the 
vast  amphitheatre  was  thronged  with  inter- 
ested observers.  The  attendance  yesterday 
was  the  largest  of  the  week.  At  night  the 
broad  aisles  and  promenade  gallery  were  so 
crowded  as  to  be  uncomfortable.  The  day's 
visitors  easily  numbered  fifteen  thousand. 
Some  say  it  was  nearer  twenty-five  thousand. 

What  a  revelation  it  must  have  been  to 
those  who  thought  that  there  was  no  longer 
any  public  interest  in  wheels  and  wheeling! 
Of  course,  the  automobiles  were  an  attrac- 
tion to  many,  but  they  did  not  by  any  means 
dominate  the  Show.  By  a  sort  of  general 
understanding  the  motor  vehicle  devotees 
were  present  in  the  afternoons,  while  the  bi- 
cycle crowds  came  at  night.  The  night 
throngs  were  many  times  larger  than  the  day 
throngs. 

The  visitors,  taken  as  a  class,  were  unusu- 
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ally  intelligent  upon  matters  of  cycle  con- 
struction. The  perfections  in  detail  were  not 
lost  upon  them.  They  studied  the  coaster- 
brake  as  closely  as  if  they  had  been  trained 
mechanics.  They  decided  in  favor  of  the  im- 
proved chainless  models  of  1900  only  after 
the  most  careful  inspection  of  their  mechan- 
i-;m. 

Perhaps,  after  all  the  glamour  of  the  Show 
has  worn  off,  the  point  that  is  most  promi- 
nently brought  out  in  cycle  construction  is 
mechanical  efficiency.  This  was  in  evidence 
in  every  exhibit.  Perfection  may  not  have 
been  actually  attained,  but  so  far  as  humanly 
propelled  vehicles  of  two  wheels  are  con- 
cerned the  bicycle  is  possibly  as  nearly  per- 
fect as  it  ever  will  be. 

One  point  that  the  Show  demonstrated  be- 
yond all  question  is  that  the  chainless  wheel 
is  the  highest  type  of  bicycle  made.  To  bring 
out  this  fact  conspicuoulsy  the  manufacturers 
undoubtedly  devoted  more  attention  to  the 
chainless  models  than  to  the  chain  models  of 
1900. 

Wherever  it  was  possible  to  take  ofif  an 
ounce  of  weight  it  was  taken  ofif.  Threads 
were  narrowed  as  much  as  safety  permitted. 
Tubing,  hubs,  spokes,  rims,  crowns,  bearings 
and  other  parts  were  the  best  that  could  be 
nrade.  The  fittings  were  of  the  highest  de- 
velopment, and  no  expense  was  spared  in 
workmanship.  Under  these  conditions  the 
chainless  bicycle  has  scored  its  triumph. 

That  the  chain-driven  wheels  have  been  in 
no   manner  slighted   was  also  proven  by  the 


Show.  This  style  of  machine  is  more  care- 
fully made  than  ever  before.  Its'  material  is 
better  and  its  workmanship  superior  to  those 
in  the  models  of  previous  years.  Chain 
wheels  at  $50  are  ^better  than  wheels  at  $75 
were  two  years  ago.  Chain  wheels  at  $35  are 
as  good  as  the  latter  were.  Chain  wheels  at 
$25  are  the  equal  of  the  $50  kind  of  two  years 
ago. 

The  Show  marked  the  formal  introduction 
of  the  coaster-brake  device  to  the  public, 
which  was  well  received  by  the  latter.  In  the 
almost  total  absence  of  freaks  the  coaster- 
brake  was  the  one  novelty  that  commanded 
attention.  Its  advantages  were  readily  ap- 
parent, and  there  seems  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  demand  for  the  new  device  will 
amount  almost  to  a  craze. 

The  lack  of  freaks  was  one  of  the  healthi- 
est signs  of  the  exposition.  The  wheel  of 
Russian  invention,  with  up  and  down  pedal 
motion,  had  this  field  practically  to  itself  un- 
til yesterday  afternoon.  Then  there  saun- 
tered into  the  building  an  elderly  inventor 
from  Rochester  with  a  spring  steel  tire.  It 
consisted  of  a  fiat  steel  band  with  outer 
leather  covering,  the  connection  with  the  rim 
being  formed  by  screws  run  through  rubber 
bumpers.  •  A  .space  of  three-fourths  of  an  inch 
was  left  between  the  rim  and  the  steel  band. 

The  automobile  exhibits  formed  a  pleasant 
feature  of  the  Show.  The  exhibitors  were 
well  pleased  witli  the  success  of  the  venture 
and  all  of  them  booked  orders  for  carriages. 


1900. 
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-8i  -Si  Various  Trade  Items.  -^^  -«i 


A.  B.  C.  Securities. 

Quotations  on  A.  B.  C.  stocks  and  bonds 
remained  fairly  normal  during  the  past  week. 
The  preferred  stock  advanced  from  45  to  48 
bid  and  51  asked,  but  the  common  stock  de- 
clined to  17  from  18  bid.  Bonds  were  sta- 
tionary until  Tuesday,  when  the  only  change 
was  from  95  to  92J  asked. 

BONDS. 

Bid.        Asked. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  30 92V2  95 

Wednesday,  Jan.  31 921/2  95 

Thursday,    Feb.    1 92%  95 

Friday,   Feb.   2 S2\^  95 

Saturday,   Feb.  3 921/2  95 

Monday,  Feb.  5 92y2  95 

Tuesday,  Feb.  6 —  921/3 

PREFERRED    STOCK. 

Bid.        Asked. 

Tuesday,  Jan.  30 45  51 

Wednesday,  Jan.  31 45  51 

Thursday,    Feb.   1 45  51 

Friday,    Feb.   2..... 48  51 

Saturday,   Feb.  3 48  51 

Monday,  Feb.  5 48  51 

Tuesday,    Feb.    6 48  51 

COMMON    STOCK. 

Bid.  Asked. 

Tuesday,  Jan.   30 18  19 

Wednesday,  Jan.  31 18  20 

Thursday,    Feb.   1 18  20 

Friday,   Feb.   2 18  20 

Saturday,  Feb.   3 18  20 

Monday,   Feb.  5 18  20 

Tuesday,  Feb.  6 17  19 

Industrial  and  other  slocks  are  rising.  Mon- 
ey is  easier.  In  January  $2,250,000  in  cur- 
rency came  from  the  interior,  while  the  United 
States  Treasury  also  swelled  its  deposits  with 
New  York  banks.  The  banks  are  loaning 
more  freely,  but  calls  for  money  are  also  eas- 
ier, most  big  concerns  having  already  made 
their  financial  arrangements,  and  new  con- 
cerns hesitating  on  account  of  the  high  rates 
of  interest  asked. 


Selling  Bicycles  in  Havana. 

HagerstOAvn,  Md.,  Feb.  3.— Frank  A.  Le- 
childer,  of  Hagerstown,  dealer  in  bicycles,  is 
in  Havana,  Cuba,  doing  business.  He  says  the 
bicycle  business  there  is  at  fever  heat,  though 
he  is  required  to  pay  a  license  of  $103.50  per 
year  to  do  business.  He  says  if  Cuba  is  an- 
nexed to  the  United  States  he  will  never  come 
back  to  this  country  to  stay.  He  pays  $12  a 
week  for  an  interpreter. 


Tubular  Shaft  for  Chalnless  Machines. 

The  Standard  Welding  Co.,  of  Cleveland, 
are  nothing  if  not  progressive;  in  fact,  the 
changes  and  improvements  which  are  being 
made  to  their  line  of  electrically  welded  bicycle 
material  are  almost  kaleidoscopic.  The  latest 
production,  which  is  made  possible  by  the 
wonderful  art  developed  largely  by  the  Stand- 
ard Company,  is  one  that  will  be  greatly  ap- 
preciated by  -manufacturers  and  riders  of 
chainless  wheels;  a  hollow  driving  shaft  that 
is  much  lighter  than  the  solid  shaft  heretofore 
used,  and  possessed  of  the  additional  advan- 
tage of  being  able  to  yield  to  sudden  jar  or 
side  strain. 

The  solid  bar,  when  strained,  bends  and  re- 
tains this  shape,  destroying  the  running  qual- 
ities of  the  machine,  but  the  tubular  shaft,  it 
is  claimed,  will     spring  back  to     its  original 


shape  'without  injury.  The  shaft  is  made  by 
welding  a  section  of  heavy  gauge  welded  tub- 
ing to  forged  lugs,  and  the  lugs  are  to  be  made 
in  several  styles  to  suit  the  various  methods 
used  in  attaching  the  gears  to  the  shafts. 


Exports  for  the  Week. 

Exports  of  cycles  and  parts  from  the  port 
of  New  York  for  the  week  ended  January  30, 
1900: 

Antwerp. — 15  cases  bicycle  material,  1750. 

Arnheim. — 1  case  bicycles,   $351. 

Argentine  Republic. — 11  case  bicycles,  $193. 

Amsterdam. — ^1  case  bicycles,  $45;  6  cases  bicycle 
material,  $250. 

British  Possessions  in  Africa. — 4  cases  bicycles,  $275. 

British  West  Indies. — 21  cases  bicycles,  $465;  9  cases 
bicycle  material,  $132. 

British   East   Indies. — IS   cases  bicycles,   $1,963. 

Brazil. — 7  cases  bicycles,  $253;  4  cases  bicycle  ma- 
terial, $269. 

Bremen. — ^1  case  bicycles,  $24;  5  cases  bicycle  ma- 
terial, $310. 

British  Guiana. — 19  cases  bicycles,  $745. 

Cuba. — 24  cases  bicycle  material.  $1,442. 

Cairo. — 8  cases  bi-cycles,  $500. 

Central  America. — 1  case  bicycles,  $40.  , 

Chili.— 1  case  bicycles,  $32;  2  cases  bicycle  material, 
$185. 

French  West  Indies. — 8  cases   bicycles,  $175. 

Florence. — 52  cases  bicycles,   $852. 

Frankfort. — ^1   case  bicycle   material,   $7. 

Genoa. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $70;  45  cases  bicycle  ma- 
terial, $1,918. 

Glasgow. — 1  case  bicycles,  $17;  6  cases  bicycle  ma- 
terial, $369. 

Havre. — ^927  cases  bicycles,  $31,039;  11  cases  bicycle 
material,   $421. 

Hamburg. — 83  cases  bicycles,  $1,992;  51  cases  bicycle 
material,  $1,258. 

Japan. — 35  cases  bicycles,  $2,367;  6  cases  bicycle  ma- 
terial, $420. 

Leith. — 9   cases   bicycle   material,   $302. 

Lisbon. — 12  cases  bicycles,  $239;  3  cases  bicycle  ma- 
terial,  $113. 

London. — 17  cases  bicycles,  $501;  6  cases  bicycle  ma- 
terial, $292. 

Milan. — 43  cases   bicycle  material,   $1,337. 

Marseilles. — 10   cases   bicycles,  $450. 

Puerto  Rico. — 2  cases  bicycles,  $55. 

Philippine  Islainds. — 5  cases  bicycles,  $600;  1  case 
bicycle  material,  $10. 

Rotterdam. — ^27  cases  bicycles,  $983;  14  oases  bicycle 
material,    $312. 

Southampton. — ^10  cases  bicycle  material,  $1,947. 

Siam. — 8  cases  bicycles,  $407;  3  cases  bicycle  ma- 
terial, $90. 

Uruguay. — ^25   cases  bicycles,  $599. 


Trade  in  Scotland. 

The  cycle  trade  throughout  Scotland  is 
practically  at  a  standstill  at  present.  A  few 
odds  and  ends  are  sold  and  a  few  repairs  are 
coming  in,  but  in  the  majority  of  cases  this 
is  the  very  best  that  is  goimg.^  Very  few 
agents  are  at  all  prominent  with  side-lines, 
and  this  is  a  question  which,  to  all  appear- 
ances, has  not  yet  been  satisfactorily  solved. 


The  Recent  C.  T.  P.  A.  Meeting. 

It  has  been  made  to  appear  that  the  meeting 
of  the  Cycle  Trades  Protective  Association 
which  was  held  in  New  York  during  the  Show 
had  more  significance  than  was  -given  it  by 
Ti-iE  Wheel's  report.  One  report  stated  that 
the  main  business  of  the  ineeting  was  to  con- 
sider "an  interesting  bottom-bracket  proposi- 
tion," presumably  from  the  A.  B.  C.  Concern- 
ing that  report  a  leading  member  of  the  C.  T. 
P.   A.   said  on  Monday:       "It  was  inevitable 


that  the  bottom-bracket  -matter  should  be  dis- 
cussed, but  so  were  forty  other  items.  The 
meeting  -practically  was  not  for  business  but 
to  talk  with  the  people  who  are  disposed  to 
come  in  and  to  explain  to  them  the  objects  of 
the  Association." 

Secretary  Miles  writes:  "There  is  really 
nothing  to  tell  about  the  meeting  in  question. 
No  record  was  kept  and  no  list  of  those  in  at- 
tendance made.  It  was,  in  short,  merely  a 
gathering  for  the  purpose  of  swapping  ideas 
and  becoming  a  little  better  acquainted,  one 
with  the  other." 

An  A.  B.  C.  man,  who  ought  to  know,  said 
that  the  report  that  a  bottom-bracket  proposi- 
tion had  been  submitted  by  the  A.  B.  C.  to 
the  C.  T.  P.  A.  meeting  was  entirely  wrong. 

Bunker  to  Make  Plew  Saddles. 

James  E.  Plew,  of  Chicago,  has  issued  the 
following  notice  to  the  trade: 

I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that  we  have 
just  made  a  deal  with  the  Bunker  Saddle  Co. 
by  which  the-y  acquire  the  exclusive  right  to 
manufacture  and  sell  the  Plew  saddle  in 
United  States  and  foreign  countries.  This 
change  is  made  owing  to  the  superior  facili- 
ties for  marketing  that  the  Bunker  Saddle 
Co.  enjoys,  and  the  fact  that  the  Plew  sad- 
dle will  then  be  connected  with  a  very  supe- 
rior Une  of  saddles,  m-aking  -a  complete  assort- 
ment both  for  factories  and  jobbers.  The 
-writer's  time  will  henceforth  not  be  taken 
up  with  bicycle  business,  but  will  be  devoted 
to   other  interests. 


What  Atkins  Does. 

Most  old-timers  remember  A.  L.  Atkins. 
Once  with  Pope,  later  for  years  with  the  G. 
&  J.  people,  he  is  now  doing  important  work 
under  Second  Vice-President  Bromley  in  the 
manufacturing  department  of  the  A.  B.  C. 
With  the  Auditorium,  Chicago,  as  headquar- 
ters, he  visits  a  number  of  the  A.  B.  C. 
plants  in  that  part  of  the  country. 

Considering  the  Doremus  Brake. 

One  of  the  many  patented  devices  which 
has  beeia  offered  to  the  A.  B.  C.  and  is  being 
considered  by  its  patent  department  is  the 
Doremus  brake  and  coaster,  a  device  which 
outwardly  much  resembles  the  former  Mor- 
row construction.  The  Doremus  Company  is 
at  409  Filth  avenue.  New  York. 


Patent  Rights  Decision. 

The  case  of  Holt  et  al.  vs.  Indiana  Mfg. 
Co.,  which  involved  the  power  of  the  State  of 
Indiana  to  tax  patent  rights,  was  dismissed 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
this  week  on  the  ground  that  the  sum  in- 
volved was  less  than  $2,000. 


Sartus  Changes  Quarters. 

The  Sartus  Bail-Bearing  Co.  announces  the 
removal  of  its  offices  to  519  West  Forty-fifth 
street.  New  York  City. 


Munger  Goes  to  Hartford. 

L.  D.  Munger  will  live  in  Hartford  several 
months.  His  automobile  tire  will  be  built 
in   the    Hartford   Rubber   Works. 

Pavin-g  to  cost  $1,000,000  in  Manhattan  and 
Bronx  boroughs  of  New  York  City  and  $600,- 
IKlO  in  Brooklyn  will  soon  begin. 
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February  8, 


L.  A.  W.  MATTERS— 

A  FORECAST  OF  RACING,  BULLETIN,  OFFICES  AND  OTHER 
MATTERS  THAT  WILL  BE  DISCUSSED  AT  PHILADELPHIA 
NEXT  WEEK  BY  THE  NATIONAL  ASSEMBLY. 


Air.  Kcenan's  declination  was  due  to  the 
recent  death  of  his  father,  necessitating  in- 
creased business  cares,  and  ill-health. 

George  L.  Cooke,  of  Rhode  Island,  will 
probably  be  elected  first  vice-president  by  ac- 
clamation, and  D.  J.  O'Brien,  of  Nebraska, 
will  secure  the  second  vice-presidency  in  the 
same  way. 


T 


HIS  year's  National  Assembly  of  the 
L.  A.  W.  will  be  the  most  important 
ever  held."  The  stock  phrase  is  taken  down, 
dusted  off,  used  and  replaced  each  year.  This 
year,  however,  it  stands  out  stronger  than 
ever — like  good  wine,  it  improves  with  age. 
That  this  year's  Assembly  will  be  the  most 
impoitant  is  true  for  reasons  entirely  differ- 
ent from  those  obtaining  heretofore.  The 
League  has  confronted  important  questions 
in  the  past,  settled  them,  and  passed  serenely 
on  its  way.  Then  it  had  to  contend  with  mat- 
ters which  might  be  classed  as  being  of  in- 
ternal interest;  though  what  is  of  internal  in- 
terest to  the  League  is  important  to  cycling 
generally. 

But  interest  in  the  Assembly  problems 
this  year  is  not  confined  to  the  membership 
of  the  organization — the  public  will  watch  it 
with  greater  curiosity,  perliaps,  than  will 
many  of  the  delegates  to  the  meeting.  With 
the  interest  internal  and  external,  and  the 
questions  of  magnitude  equal  to  those  of  the 
past,  "the  National  Assembly  of  the  L.  A.  W. 
this  year  will  be  the  most  important  ever 
held." 

Overshadowing  all  else  in  the  deliberations 
of  the  meeting  will  be  the  racing  question. 
Since  the  Baltimore  Assembly  of  ISlMJ  it  has 
been  one  of  the  fixtures — ranged  alonigside 
the  question  of  admitting  professionals  to 
membership  and  the  Bulletin  contract.  The 
discussion  on  whether  the  League  should 
control  racing  has  never  been  settled  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Assembly;  perhaps  because 
about  nine-tenths  of  its  members  do  not  un- 
derstand more  than  the  first  principles  of  rac- 
ing government  or  its  effects. 

Amendments  to  the  constitution  have  been 
so  offered  that  the  question  can  receive  al- 
most any  consideration,  but  the  settlement 
may  result  in  complexities.  If  a  vote  is  taken 
to  abolish  all  racing,  it  will  be  necessary  for 
the  "anti's"  to  secure  a  two-thirds  vote.  If 
the  motion  is  made  to  control  amateurs  only, 
the  "pro-racing"  side  will  be  compelled  to 
secure  the  two-thirds.  It  is  doubtful  if  either 
side  can  do  this.  If  neither  can,  the  constitu- 
tion must  remain  as  it  is  and  the  light  will 
probably  be  renewed.  The  indications  are 
for  a  fight — perhaps  with  a  conciliatory  end- 
ing— no  one  can  tell  what  an  L.  A.  W.  As- 
sembly will  do. 

Next  to  racing,  the  Assembly  will  have  to 
consider  the  official  organ.  The  organization 
has  had  none  since  last  July.  The  magazine 
the  members  have  been  receiving  since  that 
time  has  been  published  under  a  temporary 
agreement.  Many  of  the  members  want  a 
weekly.  They  will  get  it  if  the  Assenrblj- 
can  finance  it.  If  not,  the  meetinig  will  have 
to  solve  the  problem. 

One  amendment  provides  for  the  consoli- 
dation of  the  offices  of  secretary  and  treas- 
urer. This  has  been  offered  at  the  suggestion 
of  Treasurer  Tattersall,  who  believes  the 
work  of  the  League  can  be  expedited  by  com- 
bining all  financial  interests.  If  acted  upon 
favorably.  Secretary  Bassett  will  have  the  new 
title  and  duties. 


The  New  York  division  needs  money.  It 
has  for  the  past  two  years.  It  would  be  easier 
to  secure  more  by  reducing  the  amount  al- 
lowed the  national  treasury  and  thereby  in- 
creasing the  share  of  divisions,  than  by  se- 
curing new  members,  so  the  Empire  State 
offers  an  amendment  in  accordance.  It  also 
suggests  that  the  national  treasury  spend 
more  money  on  the  official  organ.  If  the  en- 
tire funds  of  the  national  department  could 
be  diverted  into  the  New  York  treasury,  the 
division  officials  might  be  satisfied — ^again, 
they  might  not.  New  York  has  always  been 
very  hard  to  satisfy,  in  L.  A.  W.  matters. 

Sams  Will  Be  President. 

For  several  months  it  appeared  that  Presi- 
dent Keenan  would  be  re-elected  unanimous- 
ly. Friends  of  Conway  W.  Sams,  of  Mary- 
land, started  a  "boom"  for  him,  but  the  Bal- 
timorean  refused  to  be  a  candidate 
while  Mr.  Keenan  was  under  con- 
sideration. Within  two  weeks  the  New 
York  division  started  a  campaign  in  behalf  of 
George  R.  Bidwell,  Collector  of  the  Port  of 
New  York,  and  a  veteran  of  the  League. 
This  caused  sudden  activity  in  the  Keenan 
camp,  and  the  race  was  just  becoming  inter- 
esting when  President  Keenan  announced 
that  he  would  not  be  a  candidate,  and  ex- 
pressed a  desire  to  see  Mr.  Sams  elected.  On 
Tuesday  of  this  week  Mr.  Bidwell  wrote  a 
letter  to  Messrs.  Bull,  Fullerton  and  others 
who  had  used  his  name.  In  the  letter  he 
stated  that  they  had  used  liis  name  with  his 
authority,  but  that  the  development  of  a  cer- 
tain business  interest  now  made  it  necessary 
for  him  to  withdraw. 


Automobile  Club's  Good  Roads  Meeting. 

The  Automobile  Club  of  America  held  a 
meeting  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria  Saturday 
night  for  the  purpose  of  urging  upon  the  Leg-, 
islature  of  the  State  the  importance  of  appro- 
priating a  liberal  amount  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Higbee-Armstrong  bill  for  improving 
the  highways  of  the  State.  Addresses  were 
made  by  Gen.  Roy  Stone,  E.  G.  Harrison,  of 
the  office  of  Road  Inquiry  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture  at  Washington;  Edward  A. 
Bond,  Chief  Engineer  of  the  State  of  New 
York;  Henry  L.  Budd,  Commissioner  of 
Roads  of  New  Jersey,  and  Thomas  C.  Men- 
denhall,  of  the  Massachusetts  Highway  Com- 
mission. 

Since  the  good  roads  movement  was  begun 
the  State  and  counties  of  New  Jersey  have 
spent  $2,147,478  in  improving  their  highways, 
and  up  to  December  16  last  have  completed 
439J-  miles  of  road.  The  State  and  counties  of 
Massachusetts  during  the  same  period  expend- 
ed $2,637, 3U0,  and  built  more  than  250  miles 
of  road,  which,  according  to  Mr.  Mendenhall, 
is  as  perfect  as  any  of  the  remarkable  high- 
ways of  Europe.  The  Higbee-Armstrong  bill 
became  a  law  in  this  State  a  little  over  two 
years  ago,  and  there  has  been  an  annual  ap- 
propriation of  .^SO.OW  as  State  aid  for  the  im- 
provement of  highways.  New  York  thus  far 
is  far  behind  either  Massachusetts  or  New  Jer- 
sey, and  efforts  will  be  made  at  intervals  to 
show  that  if  the  commerce  is  to  be  retained 
and  merchandise  brought  satisfactorily  to  the 
railroads  and  canals  upon  which  so  much 
public  money  is  being  lavished  the  highways 
must  be  improved. 


THE  N.  C.  A.  ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  second  annual  meeting  of  the  National 
Cycling  Association  was  held  in  the  Astor 
House  on  Tuesday,  and  the  attendance  Avas  a 
strong  indication  of  the  progress  the  organi- 
zation has  made  during  the  past  year.  The 
board  of  control  reported  that  nearly  a  hun- 
dred tracks  and  clubs  recognized  its  jurisdic- 
tion; 1,400  amateurs  and  167  professionals 
were  registered.  Permits  were  issued  for 
314  meets;  cash  prizes  aggregated  $59,407, 
and  the  amateurs  received  trophies  to  the 
value   of  S21,(iO0. 

The  following  officers  were  elected:  Presi- 
dent, J.  A.  Blaurpck,  New  York;  first  vice- 
president,  C.  B.  Blomecke,  Newark;  second 
vice-president,  W.  L.  Allen,  Worcester;  sec- 
retarj%  C.  McGuire,  New  York.  The  board  of 
control  selected  was:  A.  G.  Batchelder, 
chairman.  New  York;  District  A,  R.  F.  Kel- 
sej',  Hartford,  Conn.;  District  B,  N.  E.  Tur- 
geon,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.:  District  C,  C.  Ross 
Klosterman,  Baltimore,  Aid.;  District  D,  Har- 
ry Hartley,  Jacksonville,  Fla. ;  District  E, 
George  G.  Greenberg,  Chicago,  111.;  A.  R.  C. 
U..  Tom  Cooper,  Detroit,  Alich. 

A  significant  action  was  the  election  of  W. 
B.  Curtis  to  the  board  of  appeals.     Mr.  Curtis 


is  now  a  member  of  the  L.  A.  W.  racing 
board  as  a  representative  of  the  Amateur  Ath- 
letic Union.  The  full  board,  as  elected,  fol- 
lows: George  A.  Needham,  Kings  County 
\\'heelmen;  A.  G.  Frothingham,  of  the  Met- 
ropolitan Wheelmen,  Boston;  W.  B.  Curtis, 
N.  Y.  A.  C;  Horace  S.  Fogel,  Philadelphia, 
and  S.  A.  Miles,  Chicago.  The  members  of 
this  board  have  no  other  official  connection 
with  the  N.  C.  .A...  and  its  decision  in  cases  of 
appeal  is  final. 

Among  the  new  members  admitted  were  the 
Sixty-fifth  Regiment  A.  A.  and  Seventy- 
fourth  Regiment  A.  .\..  of  Buffalo;  West  End 
Wheelmen,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.;  Associated  Cy- 
cle Clubs  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  and  Century 
Cycle  Club,  of  the  same  city. 

Besides  the  metropolitan  tracks  and  clubs, 
representatives  were  present  from  the  Wal- 
tham  Athletic  Park,  Waltham,  Mass.;  Nation- 
al Colosseum.  Baltimore,  Md.;  Park  Bicycle 
Club,  Washington,  D.  C;  Pleasure  Beach 
Track,  Bridgeport,  Conn.;  Rhode  Island 
Wheelmen,  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  Asbury 
Park,  N.  J.  E.  C.  Bald  and  A.  A.  Zimmer- 
man, both  ex-champions,  were  delegates  of 
the  American  Racing  Cyclists'  Union. 


1900. 
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THE  CUSHION  FRAME 


EXPATIATED  UPON  BY  A  MAN  WHO  HAS  DONE  MUCH  TO 
POPULARIZE  IT— AN  ARTICLE  FULL  OF  SURPRISES  AND 
MEATY  TALK,    PARTICULARLY    FOR   BICYCLE    DEALERS. 


THE  days  of  bicycle  common  sense  are 
here,  and  with  them  the  cushion  frame, 
whose  march  onward  to  success  has  been  met 
with  various  commercial  reverses.  The  old 
guard  of  cycling  will,  no  doubt,  remember 
the  first  cushion  frame,  made  under  patents 
controlled  by  .the  Hygienic  Wheel  Co.,  of 
New  York.  There  were  several  bicycle  man- 
ufacturing concerns  putting  out  cushion 
frame  bicycles.  One  in  particular  pinned  al- 
most its  entire  faith  to  this  form  of  bicycle 
construction,  turning  out  a  wheel  weighing 
thirty  pounds,  with  pronounced  spring  cush- 
ion, but  appealing  to  but  a  small  percentage 
of  cyclists,  who  in  those  days  desired  light 
and  speedy  mounts  of  the  drop-bar  variety. 

I  remember  well  my  first  introduction  to  a 
cushion  frame  bicycle.  It  was  shown  me  by 
the  president  of  the  company  controlling  the 
patents,  Mr.  Charles  R.  Chute.  The  wheel 
was  of  that  high  frame,  cumbersome  variety 
already  spoken  of,  -with  a  hinge  attachment 
at  the  crank-hanger  to  relieve  the  action  of 
the  cushion  in  the  rear  forks.  Mr.  Chute 
wanted  my  opinion  of  the  cushion.  Being 
one  of  the  class  of  riders  seriously  objecting 
to  the  so-called  spring  construction,  it  was 
with  considerable  reluctance  that  I  tried  his 
wheel.  Upon  my  return  from  a  five-minute 
spin,  the  new  type  had  not  proved  its  super- 
iority to  my  satisfaction.  I  stated  to  Mr. 
Chute  that,  while  it  would  no  doubt  please  a 
large  element  in  cycling  who  wish  comfort, 
it  did  not  appeal  to  me  as  being  a  bicycle  for 
universal  use  as  it  was  then  built  and 
equipped. 

Tests  of  Lighter  IMachines. 

In  a  short  time  Mr.  Chute,  having  no  doubt 
been  convinced  that  a  lighter  wheel  would 
prove  a  larger  commercial  success,  one  was 
set  up,  and  I  was  again  invited  to  give  the 
wheel  a  trial,  and  this  time  urged  to  ride  it 
to  the  extent  that  an  unprejudiced  opinion 
could  be  expressed.  This  wheel  was  a  22- 
inch  frarne  Warwick  racer,  with  three-plate 
springs  at  the  hanger  in  place  of  the  hinge 
joint.  As  it  was  a  light  bicycle,  with  much 
better  action  than  the  former  one,  I  found 
that  it  contained  many  points  of  superiority 
over  rigid  construction  that  I  had  not  been 
able  to  discover  in  the  first  wheel.  Contrary 
to  the  general  supposition  that  a  cushion 
frame  would  throw  the  rider  from  the  pedals 
I  found  that,  owing  to  the  pneumatic  action, 
which  is  an  important  factor  of  this  device, 
and  also  the  fact  that  there  is  no  change  of 
distance  between  the  saddle  and  the  pedals, 
there  was  absolutely  no  rebound,  and  on  a 
cushion  frame  I  could  ride  faster  than  on  a 
rigid  wheel  over  ordinary  road  surfaces. 

To  further  test  the  cushion  frame  I  under- 
took a  century  run  over  the  Syracuse-Utica  . 
course,  which  is  a  particularly  rough  and 
hilly  one,  and  made  the  108  miles  with  only 
one  dismount,  and  that  at  the  turn  for  lunch- 
eon. As  I  had  been  over  the  course  a  great 
many  times,  having  had  charge  of  many  cen- 
tury club  runs,  owing  to  my  association  with 
the  Century  Road  Club  as  its  New  York 
State  centurion,  I  was  reminded  of  the  fact 


that  on  no  other  ride  had  I  covered  this 
course  without  at  least  four  stops  to  rest.  It 
then  dawned  upon  me  for  the  first  time  that 
fatigue  in  bicycle  riding  is  caused  by  vibra- 
tion to  a  much  greater  extent  than  by  the 
expenditure  of  power  in  propulsion  of  the 
wheel.  In  fact,  as  almost  every  one  knows, 
the  rest  which  one  requires  on  a  long  ride  is 
not  necessarily  of  long  duration,  but  five  or 
ten  minutes  as  the  case  may  be,  in  order  to 
rest  the  nerves  from  the  continual  jar  which 
is  transmitted  to  the  entire  nervous  system 
through  the  roughness  of  the  average  road 
surface.  Were  one  thoroughly  fatigued  a 
short  rest  as  described  would  not  be  sufficient 
and  a  person  would  not  be  able  to  get  on  his 
bicycle  and  continue  a  long  run. 

It  seemed  as  if  every  day  I  rode  my  cush- 
ion frame  it  became  a  greater  pleasure  to  me, 
and  I  discovered  more  points  of  merit  in  it. 
I   not  only   could  stay  on   the  wheel   longer, 


C.    EDW.MtD    WOOD. 

but  could  get  better  results  when  pedaling. 
As  I  did  not  find  it  necessary  to  stand  on 
my  pedals  in  order  to  avoid  the  jar,  as  inva- 
riably riders  of  so-called  rigid  frames  do,  I  was 
not  losing  power  by  back-pedaling  action. 
Again  I  found  that  the  cushion  frame  wheel 
took  the  road  surfaces  better  than  a  rigid 
wheel.  The  principle  is  exactly  that  of  the 
pneumatic  tire  magnified.  We  all  know  that 
the  pneumatic  tire  is  faster  than  the  solid  or 
cushion  tire.  And  why?  Simply  because 
the  pneumatic  tire  does  not  resist  the  ob- 
structions, depressions,  etc.,  in  the  road  sur- 
face to  the  same  extent  as  the  solid  or  cush- 
io^'  tire.  In  the  cushion  frame  we  have  this 
pneumatic  action  magnified  by  several  hun- 
driid  per  cent.  No  pneumatic  tire,  when 
properly  inflated,  will  depress  more  than  one- 
quarter  of  an  inch,  while  the  cushion  frame 
lij'.s  a  resiliency  of  from  one-half  to  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch,   sometimes  greater. 

',  The  pneumatic  feature  is  not  the  only  com- 
fortable acquisition  toward  speed  and  com- 
fort in  the  cushion  frame.  At  the  hanger 
chere  is  a  three-plate  spring,  made  of  Ditson 
saw  steel  stock,  which  relieves  the  cushion 
above.  One  of  the  shelves  of  this  spring,  in 
a    properly     constructed   cushion     frame,    is 


braced  to  the  hanger  at  an  upward  angle, 
which  gives  the  rear  wheel  even  more  elas- 
ticity than  the  cushion  frame  and  pneumatic 
tire  contribute,  so  that  when  an  obstruction 
is  met,  the  resistance  is  still  less,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  the  rear  wheel  has  an  upward 
tendency  rather  than  a  downward  one.  In 
other  words,  the  tendency  is  to  lift  the  rider 
over  an  obstruction.  Of  course,  these  points 
of  speed  and  comfort  are  demonstrated  on 
the  roughest  road  to  the  greatest  extent,  so 
that  the  rougher  the  road  the  more  decided 
the  gain. 

As  a  hill  climber  the  cushion  frame  is  by 
far  the  superior  of  all  other  models.  There 
is  no  condition  of  road  where  the  resisting 
force  of  a  rigid  frame  is  so  thoroughly  felt, 
and  where  standing  on  the  pedals  places  the 
rider  at  so  much  disadvantage,  as  on  a  good, 
stiiT,  up-grade.  Many  is  the  time,  no  doubt, 
that  the  reader  has  been  within  a  stone's 
throw  of  the  brow  of  a  steep,  stony  hill,  us- 
ing every  effort  to  gain  its  top,  when  he  was 
dismounted  by  the  rear  wheel  hitting  some 
obstruction  in  the  road.  Had  a  cushion 
frame  been  used,  the  disadvantage  would 
have  been  much  slighter  and  the  hill  could 
have  been  climbed  with  much  less  physical 
effort  than   under   other   conditions. 

Not  an  Old  Man's  Bicycle. 

The  cushion  frame  machine  is  not  an  old 
man's  bicycle,  and  when  you  mieet  a  person 
•who  says  that  it  is,  you  can  put  him  down 
as  one  who  has  never  taken  the  trouble  to  in- 
vestigate its  merits.  The  first  concern  to  ap- 
preciate this  fact  was  the  George  N.  Pierce 
Co.,  who  offered  to  the  public  a  cushion 
frame  model  weighing  about  26  pounds.  Al- 
most immediately  it  jumped  into  popularity, 
.  not  only  because  it  was  lighter  and  prettier 
than  former  cushion  frames,  appealing  to  a 
wider  range  of  people,  but  they  were  the  first 
ones  to  put  it  on  the  market  in  an  intelligent 
manner.  This  statement  seems  very  strong, 
but  it  is  a  fact  beyond  contradiction  that  the 
road  salesmen  who  sold  the  various  wheels 
equipped  with  the  cushion  prior  to  the  ad- 
vent of  the  Pierce  Company,  neither  carried 
samples  nor  realized  the  importance  of  this 
improvement.  Indeed,  it  might  be  said  that 
the  manufacturers  themselves  did  not  give 
this  model  too  much  thought. 

As  the  success  of  the  Pierce  cushion  frame 
increased,  others  grasped  the  situation,  and 
to-day  a  number  of  bicycle  manufacturing 
concerns  are  making  this  model  their  leader, 
while  the  Frontenac  Mfg.  Co.  and  the 
George  N.  Pierce  Co.  are  this  year  present- 
ing to  the  public  the  cushion  frame  chainless 
equipped  with  a   coaster  brake. 

The  reader  may  have  noticed  the  reference 
to  the  speed  and  comfort  contained  in  a 
cushion  frame  bicycle,  and  in  this  connection 
I  desire  to  say  that  it  has  been  proven  be- 
yond a  question  of  doubt  that  on  the  road 
a  cushion  frame  bicycle,  properly  built  and 
equipped,  is  unquestionably  faster  than  any 
other.  I  have  known  many  racing  men  in 
various  sections  of  the  country  who  have 
battered  previous  records  both  in  competition 
and  against  time,  while  the  mile  amateur  rec- 
ord of  Charles  T.  Earl,  of  the  Kings  County 
Wheelmen,  Brooklyn,  continues  to  stand  as 
evidence  of  this  form  of  construction's  speed 
superiorit)'.  The  mile  record  spoken  of  was 
made  on  October  28,  1897,  over  a  course  se- 
lected on  Twenty-second  avenue,  Brooklyn, 
which    course    was    surveyed    and   the    grade 
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taken  by  the  Brooklyn  city  engineer  prior  to 
the  race.  Electrical  timers  were  placed  at 
each  quarter,  and  the  sporting  editor  of  each 
New  York  daily  was  present  either  in  an  offi- 
cial capacity  or  representing  his  paper.  This 
wonderful  mile — and  it  was  wonderful,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Earl  rode  almost  un- 
trained and  behind  tandems — not  only  dem- 
onstrated the  cushion  frame's  speed  qualities, 
but  also  the  important  fact  that  there  was  no 
"throw"  about  a  bicycle  properly  equipped 
with  a  modern  cushion  fraime.  The  course 
was  over  two  street  oar  tracks,  and  while  Mr. 
Earl  passed  over  them  at  full  speed  without 
losing  his  pedals,  the  tandem  riders  who  took 
him  to  the  tracks,  and  had  slowed  up  very 
materially,  were  thrown.  Everyone  knows 
that  a  tandem,  owing  to  its  long  wheel  base, 
is  less  liable  to  tire  rebound  than  a  single 
wheel.  Mr.  Earl,  as  before  stated,  passed 
over  the  tracks  at  full  speed  and  finished  the 
mile  in  1.22  1-5,  a  world's  amateur  straight- 
away mile  record. 

Perhaps  it  would  be  interesting  for  the 
reader  to  know  why  there  is  no  throw  to  a 
cushion  frame,  as  the  first  supposition  of 
doubting  Thomases  is  that  this  is  the  case; 
but  this  fact  can  be  easily  demonstrated  by 
lifting  the  rear  wheel  of  an  ordinary  so-called 
rigid  wheel  and  watching  it  bound  repeated- 
ly after  you  have  dropped  it  on  the  floor. 
Take  a  cushion  frame  bicycle  and  do  exactly 
the  same  thing  and  the  wheel  will  remain  on 
the  floor  after  one  rebound  as  if  glued  there. 
This  proves  most  conclusively  that  there  is 
a  great  deal  of  rebound  in  a  so-called  rigid 
frame  bicycle  equipped  with  pneumatic  tires, 
while  there  is  practically  none  in  a  cushion 
frame  bicycle  similarly  equipped,  simply  be- 
cause the  natural  rebound  of  spring  action, 
which  is  contained  in  the  coil  underneath  the 
saddle  to  sustain  the  rider's  weight,  is  ab- 
sorbed by  the  pneumatic  action  of  the  cush- 
ion. 

Commercial  Advantages. 

As  this  article  may  prove  of  interest  to  va- 
rious dealers  throughout  the  country  who  are 
handling  or  contemplate  the  selling  of  cush- 
ion frame  wheels,  it  may  be  of  interest  to 
them  to  not  only  know  the  above  facts  but 
also  the  cushion  frame  from  a  commercial 
standpoint.  Let  me  say  that  if  you  put  forth 
intelligent  effort  to  sell  cushion  frame  bicy- 
cles their  sales  will  exceed  those  of  any  other 
class  of  construction,  for  the  prospective  rid- 
er can  appreciate  in  a  five  minutes'  trial  ad- 
vantages that  he  cannot  see  in  other  devices 
in  as  many  days.  Not  only  this,  but  when  a 
prospective  purchaser  becomes  interested  in 
a  cushion  frame  you  can  make  up  your  mind 
that  your  competitor  will  not  sell  him  a  rigid 
bicycle,  so  that  unless  he  has  a  cushion  frame 
in  his  stock  you  have  got  that  sale  clinched. 
After  you  have  sold  that  wheel  you  can  be 
sure  of  a  satisfied  customer,  and  not  only  sat- 
isfied but  enthusiastic.  You  can  depend  up- 
on his  advertising  that  wheel  to  his  fullest 
ability.  When  one  of  his  friends  asks  him 
how  he  likes  his  wheel,  he  will  tell  him  to 
try  it  and  tell  him  all  he  knows  about  it,  and 
there  you  have  a  first-class  advertisement. 

I  believe  that  one  cushion  frame  is  a  better 
advertisement  for  any  concern  than  several 
rigid  ones.  For  should  you  sell  a  rigid  frame 
bicycle  which  gives  absolute  satisfaction,  the 
rider  can  simply  say  it  is  a  good  bicycle;  he 
has  no  particular  talking  points  which  he  en- 
thuses over;  there  is  nothing  particularly  to 
attract  attention   as  there   is   in   the   cushion 


frame.  I  have  heard  inexperienced  dealers 
say  that  it  was  too  much  trouble  to  sell  cush- 
ion frames.  There  is  a  great  mistake.  They 
don't  try,  and  if  they  have  tried,  they  haven't 
tried  intelligently.  A  cushion  frame  bicycle 
will  do  the  most  of  its  own  talking.  Have 
one  in  your  store  as  a  sample  to  try.  Tell 
your  customer  to  ride  it.  Then,  when  he 
gets  back,  tell  him  all  its  merits,  and  he  is 
ready  to  absorb  your  arguments.  The  most 
successful  handlers  of  cushion  frame  bicycles 
in  Syracuse,  Buffalo  and  Detroit — which  are 
all  big  cushion  frame  centers — employ  this 
method. 

People  will  ask  you  if  it  is  strong.  I  have 
been  riding  and  watching  cushion  frames 
about  four  years  and  have  never  seen  one 
broken.  There  is  no  question  that  the  cush- 
ion saves  the  wheel  as  well  as  the  rider.  Vi- 
bration will  cause  crystallization  of  the  tubes 
and  afterwards  they  will  break.  The  cushion 
saving  the  wheel  much  of  the  vibration,  pro- 
longs the  life  of  the  frame. 

Do  not  make  your  effort  with  the  elderly 
class,  for  if  you  do,  your  sales  will  be  limit- 
ed, and  often  a  man  of  years  will  resent  the 
introduction  of  a  cushion  frame  wheel  with 
the  inference  that,  owing  to  his  age  that  class 
of  model  is  best  suited  to  him.  Make  a  play 
for  the  road  riders.  By  that  I  do  not  mean 
the  racers,  but  those  who  ride  much  on  the 
road.  If  you  get  the  idea  favorably  started 
among  this  class  of  riders  the  rest  will  follow 
like  a  flock  of  sheep,  no  matter  how  preju- 
diced they  may  appear  to  be  prior  to  the 
cushion  frame's  advent.  This  fact  has  been 
demonstrated  in  several  cities,  and  the  very 
element  who  pooh-poohed  the  cushion  frame 
are  the  loudest  in  its  praise  after  a  fair  and 
unprejudiced  trial. 

If  you  are  somewhat  of  a  road  rider,  just 
get  out  and  "shake  your  heels  a  few,"  as  the 
boys  say,  with  a  bunch  of  road  riders.  Let 
them  see  that  you  are  not  handicapped,  but 
rather  placed  at  a  decided  advantage.  Prove 
it  to  them  by  actual  work,  and  you  will  sell 
them  all  the  cushion  frames  your  manufact- 
urer can  supply  you  with. 

Again,  let  me  advise  you  in  selecting  a 
cushion  to  choose  a  light  one;  one  that  ap- 
peals to  the  widest  range  of  your  trade.  It 
is  a  well  known  fact  that  a  certain  dealer  in 
one  of  our  finely  paved  western  cities  sold 
more  cushion  frames  in  one  month  than  an- 
other well  established  dealer  did  in  three,  be- 
cause he  had  a  cushion  frame  bicycle  that  he 
could  interest  any  one  in,  and  he  didn't  fail 
to  do  so.  C.  Edward  Wood. 


Mechanical  Genius  of  the  Jthnsons. 

The  mechanical  genius  of  the  Iver  Jo'hn- 
son's  Arms  &  Cycle  Works  did  not  die  wth 
the  original  founder  of  the  firm.  Waller 
Johnson,  the  youngest  son,  is  a  graduate  of 
the  Drexel  Institute,  of  Philadelphia,  and  is 
said  to  be  a  mechanical  genius,  although  he 
is  but  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  is  very 
much  like  his  'father,  Iver  Johnson,  and  s 
already  at  work  in  the  big  Fitchburg  factorj . 
His  ability  is  seen  in  the  goods  their  firm 
sends  out.  Lovell  Johnson,  another  son,  i;; 
also  connected  with  the  business,  but  not  if 
the  mechanical  end.  He  is  at  present  busy 
in  the  financial  department  of  the  firm.  The 
two  younger  brothers  will  be  of  great  as- 
sistance to  the  older  brother,  Fred  I.  John- 
son, who  has  surprised  a  number  of  his 
friends,  who  knew  him  as  a  boy,  by  the  way 


he  took  hold  of  and  steered  the  fortunes  and 

the  plant  his   famous   father  founded. 

/ 

An  Error  of;  lllustratlfn. 

In  the  issue  of  Tnri  Wheel  of  January  2o 
there  appeared  an  advertisement  of  the  E.  P. 
Breckenridge  Co.,  of;Toledo,  O.,  in  which  was 
inserted,  through  erfor,  an  illustration  of  the 
1899  model  lamp  made  by  this  company.  The 
illustration  which  ^hould  have  appeared  was 
that  of  the  new  (1900)  model,  a  lamp  so  much 


improved  oyer  its  predecessor  there  could  not 
possibly  be  any  comparison.  In  fact,  the  com- 
pany states  that  the  1899  lamp  was  so  unsatis- 
factory they  consider  themselves  as  fortunate 
in  marketing  but  a  very  small  number.  The 
1900  model,  shown  in  the  illustration  herewith, 
is  one  of  which  they  are  proud  indeed,  and 
for  which  they  are  placing  large  orders.  The 
error  in  the  advertisement  mentioned  should 
not  mislead  dealers,  who  are  asked  to  corre- 
spond with  the  company  regarding  the  new 
model  and  they  will  be  amply  repaid  in  doing 
so. 


Special  Prices  on  Hubs. 

The  Cortland  Carriage  Goods  Co.,  of  Cort- 
land, N.  Y.,  makers  of  the  Crown  barrel  hub, 
announce  they  are  making  special  prices  on 
front  hubs  only,  and  solicit  applications  for 
quotations.  Charles  E.  Miller,  99  Reade 
street,  New  York,  and  the  Bicycle  Equipment 
Co.,  56  Fifth  avenue,  Chicago,  111.,  are  the 
New  York  City  and  Chicago  and  Milwaukee 
representatives  respectively.  This  is  one  of 
the  neatest  hubs  on  the  market,  and  is  a  high- 
class  article  in  every  respect.  It  has  tool  steel 
cones  and  is  so  constructed  as  to  secure  only 
the  best  trade. 


Gute  Leaves  Bicycle  Trade. 

After  eleven  years  of  active  connection 
with  the  cycle  trade  H.  J.  Gute,  manager  of 
sales  department  for  United  States  bicycles, 
has  resigned  to  become  secretary  of  the 
Owosso  Sanitarium  &  Mineral  Bath  Co.. 
Owosso,  Mich.  During  the  past  summer 
Mr.  Gute  went  to  Europe,  where  he  success- 
fully negotiated  several  big  sales  of  United 
States    bicycles. 


Running  Night  and  Day. 

The  Clipper  Chilled  Plow  Co.  are  running 
full  force,  day  and  night,  on  bicycles  and  bi- 
cycle fittings. 


1900. 
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High  Pressure,  Pioneer, 
Red  Cross,  Anchor 


CEMENTS. 


AND  ANOTHER  BIG  FOUR: 

=^=  HIGH  pre^ssure:  ^^^ — 

"DID  A  7TpT?  Q       Made  in  three  styles — No.  }4  with  two  burners  and  5-galIon  tank  capacity 
■'-'■'■^"**-^-'"'-^-'-^*^      and  gauge;  No.  I  same  as  No.  >2,  with  10-galIon  tank  capacity;  No. 2 
forge  with  three  burners  and  coke  tray,  lO-gallon  capacity,  pump  and  gauge. 

VT  IT   C  ANT7PRS       ^^^^  ^"  *^^^^  styles.    Hot  air  with  alcohol  burner  and  heat  ap- 
^  v>'J— 'V-#ii.iNlZ-iJ_-ilVL>      plied  direct  to  vulcanizing  plate.     Hot  water  with  alcohol  burner, 
heats  plate  through  water.     Steam — generates  its  own  steam  and  vulcanizes  by  its  heat. 

ENAMELING  OVENS 


Made  in  six  styles,  with  capacity  from  2  frames 
and  forks  to  6. 


T'/^O/^T-JTh  C       Made  in  three  styles.     Using  gasoline  and  fitted  with  our  famous  Hydro- 
1  yjI\K^n.S^O      Carbon  Burner. 

OUR   CATALOGUE   GIVES   YOU   FULL   DESCRIPTION   OF  ALL  THESE. 

The  National  Cement  &  Rubber  Mfg.  Co.,  Toledo,  Ohio. 


BIGELOW  &  DOWSE  CO.,  BOSTON, 

Distributing  Agents  for  High  Pressure  Cements. 

JNO.  P.  LOYELL  ARWS  CO.,  BOSTON, 

Distributing  Agents  for  High  Pressure  Cements. 

GEO.  F.  KEHEW  &  CO.,  BOSTON, 

Distributing  Agents  for  Red  Cross  Cements. 

AMERICAN  BICYCLE  CO.,  POPE  BRANCH,  HARTFORD, 

Distributing  Agents  for  High  Pressure  Cements. 

CYCLE  SUPPLY  CO.,  HARTFORD, 

Distributing  Agents  fcfr  High  Pressure  Cements. 

C.  B.  BARKER  &  CO.,  NEW  YORK, 

Distributing  Agents  for  High  Pressure  Cements. 

HARTLEY  &  GRAHAM,  NEW  YORK, 

Distributing  Agents  for  High  Pressure  Cements. 

WILLIS  PARK  ROW  CYCLE  CO.,  NEW  YORK, 

Distributing  Agents  for  High  Pressure  Cements. 
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THE  WILSON  CO.,  NEW  YORK, 

Distributing  Agents  for  Red  Cross  Cements, 

SUPPLEE  HARDWARE  CO.,  PHILADELPHIA, 

Distributing  Agents  for  High  Pressure  Cements. 

HENRY  KEIDEL  &  CO.,  BALTIIiORE, 

Distributing  Agents  for  Red  Cross  Cements 

W.  T.  ROBERTSON  &  CO.,  WASHINGTON, 

Distributing  Agents  for  High  Pressure  Cements. 

ALBANY  HARDWARE  &  IRON  CO.,  ALBANY, 

Distributing  Agents  for  High  Pressure  Cements. 

THE  E.  H.  HALL  CO.,  ROCHESTER. 

Distributing  Agents  for  High  Pressure  Cements. 

S.  B.  ROBY  CO.,  ROCHESTER, 

Distributing  Agents  for  Red  Cross  Cements. 
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Kindly    mention    The    Wheel. 
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WILL  DISCARD  TRINKS. 


A.  B.  C.  Traveling  Salesmen  Will  Carry  Photographs 

and  Sectional  Parts  instead  of 

Complete  Samples. 

]\rr.  'I'licodore  F.  Merseles,  the  third  vice- 
president  of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.,  and 
manager  of  the  General  Sales  Department, 
has  certainly  decided  upon  a  very  radical 
change  in  so  far  as  it  pertains  to  the  methods 
pursued  by  the  traveling  men  of  that  con- 
cern, and  it  certainly  means  to  all  concerned 
a  great  deal.  It  is  the  abolishment  of  carry- 
ing trunks  with  samples  of  the  different 
wheels  contained  therein.  At  a  glance  this 
can  be  seen  to  be  a  very  radical  move.  In- 
stead of  the  different  wheels  the  traveling 
men  will  carry  photographs,  very  large  ones, 
each  photograph  showing  minutely  and  ex- 
actly every  detail  of  the  bicycle,  and  as  a  sup- 
plement to  the  photograph  he  will  carry 
with  him  sectional  parts  showing  the  con- 
struction of  the  more  important  features  of 
the  wheel. 

This  is  a  new  move  in  so  far  as 
it  pertains  to  traveling  men  who  have  for 
years  hatidled  territory  for  the  different  bi- 
cycles and  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
this  new  departure  are"  obvious.  Nowadays 
llie  average  dealer  is  so  expert  on  the  con- 
struction of  the  various  bicycles  that  the  plan 
of  submitting  them  to  him  or  having  him  ex- 
amine a  bicycle  is  to  a  certain  extent  unnec- 
essary. 

Everyone  knows  the  old  method;  a  travel- 
ing man  strikes  a  town,  goes  to  a  hotel,  hires 
a  room  to  display  them,  then  makes  several 
trips  to  the  one  or  more  dealers,  who  are 
usually  busy  men.  to  get  them  to  fix  a  time 
at  which  they  will  call  at  the  hotel  to  look 
over  the  wheels,  which  in  many  cases,  as  all 
traveling  'men  know,  are  appointments  only 
made  to  be  broken;  and  after  a  couple 
of  days  lingering  in  an  ordinary  town 
the  dealer  makes  his  appearance  at  the 
saruple  room  and  the  order  is  booked. 
The  new  system  will  be  a  saving  in 
many  directions.  The  traveler  will  go 
direct  from  his  train  to  the  dealer,  will 
show  photographs  of  the  different  wheels 
and  his  sectional  parts  of  wheels,  and  in  less 
than  half  an  hour  the  dealer  will  decide  on 
his  order  and  the  traveling  man  will  be 
on  his  way  for  the  train  to  another  point.  It 
will  mean  that  the  average  traveling  man  Avill 
now  be  able  to  cover  two  or  three  towns  per 
day  where  heretofore  it  took  him  days  in  one 
before  he  got  his  order.  This  idea  is  entire- 
ly new  in  the  bicycle  business,  and  it  reflects 
great  credit  on  ATr.  Theodore  F.  Merseles 
for  working  out  the  plan.  The  order  to  the 
different  sales  departments  of  the  .American 
Bicvcle  Co.  has  gone  into  effect. 


Spalding  Opens  Buffalo  Branch. 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  3.— A.  G.  Spalding 
Bros.,  the  largest  manufacturers  in  the  world 
of  athletic  and  sporting  goods  opened  a 
branch  store  on  February  1  at  611  Main 
street,  under  the  management  of  Mr.  J.  R. 
Weld.  Jr.,  who  had  charge  of  the  A.  G. 
Spalding  Bros.'  bicycle  department  of  their 
Philadelphia  store.  He  is  careful  and  con- 
scientious, understands  the  cycling  public, 
and  no  doubt  will  be  a  success  in  Buffalo  as 
he  was  in  Philadelphia.  Messrs.  .\.  G.  Spald- 
ing Bros,  are  occupying  the  store  formerly 
owned  by  Sweet  &  Johonnot,  Mr.  Sweet  hav- 


ing   withdrawn    some    time    ago    and    become 
interested  in  the  Buffalo  Cycle  Mfg.   Co. 

Mr.  George  M.  Rose,  who  is  well  known  to 
all  athletic  and  cycling  followers  in  upper 
New  York  State,  will  manage  the  wholesale 
department  for  Erie  and  Niagara  coun- 
ties. Edward  Metzler,  who  has  been  with 
Sweet  &  Johonnot  for  five  years,  will  be  his 
lieutenant.  The  photographic  department, 
which  is  one  of  the  features  of  the  Spalding 
store^  will  be  in  charge  of  Mr.  W.  D. 
Knowles,  while  the  bicycle  department  will 
be  looked  after  by  Mr.  Weld  himself,  as  this 
is  his  particular  hobby.  Among  the  wheels 
he  will  handle  will  be  the  Spalding,  Tribune, 
Fleetwing,  Envoy  and  Featherstone  lines. 


is  an  example  of  typographical  art,  in  which 
the  famous  grange  color  of  the  Stearns  is 
used  with  splendid  effect. 

A  great  improvement  which  will  form  an 
important  equipment  of  1900  bicycles  is  the 
coaster  and  brake,  and  the  demand  has  not 
been  overlooked  in  the  case  of  the  Stearns. 
The  Stearns  automatic  coaster  and  brake  is 
offered  with  the  satisfaction  of  having  proven 
its  merits  and  confidence  in  the  recognition  of 
its  superior  qualities. 


Millions  of  Ball  Retainers. 

The  Star  Ball  Retainer  Co.,  of  Lancaster, 
Pa.,  are  making  rapid  strides  in  the  introduc- 
tion of  their  Star  ball-retainers.  They  have 
placed  a  large  percentage  of  business  with 
the  x'Vmerican  Bicycle  Co.  and  with  many  of 
the  makers  who  are  not  in  the  "combine." 
During  the  Cycle  Show  their  retainers  were 
seen  on  many  of  the  machines  exhibited,  and 
they  are  being  filled  in  regular  specifications 
where  orders  have  been  placed.  An .  officer 
of  the  company  says:  "We  have  orders  on 
our  books  to-day  for  over  four  million  ball 
retainers  from  the  manufacturers  of  bicycles. 
coaster-brakeS,  pedals,  hubs,  hangers  and 
many  other  concerns. 


The  Yellow  Fellow  Year  Book. 

"The  Yellow  Fellow  Year  Book"  is  the  title 
of  the  catalogue  descriptive  of  the  1900  Stearns 
bicycle.  It  is  issued  by  the  Stearns  Sales  De- 
partment of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.,  and 
every  page     shows   Stearns     originality.       It 


The  Stearns  automatic  coaster  and  brake  is 
exceedingly  simple  in  construction  and  effic- 
ient and  positive  in  its  action.  Unlike  others, 
the  Stearns  brake  acts  upon  both  sides  of  the 
rear  hub,  thus  evenly  distributing  the  strain 
upon  the  spokes.  A  very  slight  backward 
pressure  upon  the  pedals  releases  the  rear 
wheel  and  allows  it  to  run  freely  without  ped- 
aling. A  further  backward  pressure  causes 
the  brake  to  act,  after  which  the  brake  is  re- 
leased by  simply  pedaling  forward. 


A  New  Pedal. 

Charles  Thomas,  of  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  pro- 
prietor of  a  large  machine  shop  there,  is  get- 
ting out  a  new  pedal. 


7v 


The  Barnes  Line. 


Known  wherever  bicycles  are  ridden  are 
the  Barnes  "White  Flyers,"  the  machines 
which  have  become  famous  with  the  ordi- 
nary rider,  the  racer  _  and  tourist  alike.  As 
'usual  the  1900  line  is  symmetrical  in  outline 
and     graceful   in     appearance,   while     all   the 


L  seat  post;  Brown  B  hard  saddle;  single- 
piece  sprocket  center  and  crank-axle,  with 
ei-inch  oval  cranks;  tread,  4f  inches;  Barnes 
special  racing  pedals;  Barnes  bi-plane  de- 
tachable sprockets,  front  and  rear;  Barnes 
3-16-inch  nickel-plated  chain;  gear,  91;  wheel 


TR.\CK    RACER. 

speed  producing  qualities  have  been  devel- 
oped. The  illustrations  show  four  of  the 
leading  models  of  the  Barnes,  which  are 
marketed  by  the  Stearns  Sales  Department 
of  the  American  Bicycle  Co. 

The  road  and  track  racers  have  as  equip- 
ment   22-inch    frame,    white    enamel,    paneled 


CUSHION   FRAME,   MEN'S. 

base,  42  inches;  28-inch  wheels;  Barnes  spe- 
cial hubs,  with  patent  direct  spokes,  32  front, 
30  rear;  white  enameled  wood  rims,  with 
wide  purple  and  gold  center  stripe;  If  Hart- 
ford No.  80  tires;  weight,  equipped  as  above, 
21 }-  pounds;  tool  bag  and  tools  complete. 


KOAl)    K.\CER. 

pur])k-  steering-head,  with  points,  striped; 
Barnes  patent  llush  joints;  hanger-drop.  3 
inches;  length  of  head,  61  inches;  No.  3F 
handle-bar,    with    internal    fastening;    forward 


CUSHION    FRA.ME,    LADIES." 

The  Barnes  line  is  showing  a  specialty  of 
cushion  frame  machines,  which  are  also  illus- 
trated herewith.  The  regular  equipment  is 
offered  with  these  models. 


1900. 
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IT  IS  TO  YOUR  INTEREST, 

if  you  are  a  dealer  in  bicycles,  to  investigate  the  many  advantages  of 
the  new 

STEARNS  BEVEL-BEAR  GHAINLESS 

cycles.  They  represent  the  greatest  advance  in  the  art  of  chainless  cycle 
construction  and  are  replete  with  "Yellow  Fellow"  good  qualities. 

YOU  SHOULD  KNOW 

that  there  are  cyclists  in  your  section,  perhaps  old  patrons  of  yours, 
who  are  looking  for  something  that  is  new  —  and  good.     The 

BARNES  CUSHION-FRAME 

models  make  all  roads  good  roads.  They  are  wheels  which  will  interest 
your  trade. 

IT  IS  ALL  VERY  WELL 

to  argue  that  as  you  have  sold  the  straight,  sombre-looking  wheels  in  the 
past  you  can  do  it  over  and  over  again,  yet  there  is  a  something  in  the 

SYRACUSE  PACER 

which  will  increase  your  trade.  It  may  be  the  clean-cut  outline.  It 
may  be  the  superb  finish  of  crimson  and  black  which  attracts.  What- 
ever it  may  be,  the  "Crimson  Rim"  makes  sales  brisk. 


AMERICAN  BICYCLE  COMPANY, 


STEARNS   SALES   DEPARTMENT, 


SYRACUSE,  N.  Y. 


For  California,  Oregon,  Washington,  Idaho,  Nevada,  New  Mexico  and  Arizona,  address 

AMERICAN  BICYCLE  COMPANY, 

SAN  FRANCISCO  BRANCH, 


^  STEARNS  SALES  DEPARTMENT,  210  McAllister  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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EXPORTS  COMPARED. 


Germany  Is  a  Dangerous   Competitor  of  the  United 

States— Consul  Says  Shoddy  Machines 

Destroy  Our  Trade. 

Acting  Consul  J.  F.  Monaghan,  of  Chem- 
nitz, reports  that  the  exports  of  bicycles  from 
Germany  during  the  first  nine  months  of  the 
years  1897,  1898  and  1899  amounted  to  8,814,- 
000,  10,554,000  and  10,838,000  marks  ($2,097,- 
732,  $2,511,852  and  $2,579,444),  respectively. 
The  principal  markets  to  which  the  bicycles 
were  exported  were  Austria,  Switzerland, 
Sweden,  Denmark,  Russia,  Holland,  Eng- 
land, Belgium,  Norway,  Italy,  British  Colo- 
nies and  South  America. 

Tlie  German  exporters  are  satisfied  with 
the  foreign  bicycle  trade  when  they  see  that 
the  exports  from  the  United  States  decreased 
from  $5,473,000  for  the  first  eight  months  of 
1898  to  $3,951,000  in  the  first  eight  months  of 
1899.  This  market,  the  Germans  say,  we  our- 
selves have  destroyed.  In  1897  and  the  first 
monlihs  of  1898.  a  great  many  cheap  wheels 
were  put  upon  the  foreign  markets,  regard- 
less of  future  'business.  There  were  Ameri- 
can wheels  sold  in  Germany  for  85  marks 
(.$20.23)  that  were  dangerous  to  ride.  They 
looked  well,  but  that  was  all. 

I  was  told  that  a  firm  named  Bach  &  Co., 
in  Buchholz,  in  Saxony,  sold  in  one  year  10,- 
000  wheels  at  any  price  between  85  and  175 
marks  ($20.23  and  $41.65).  The  wheels  were 
known  as  the  "Klondike."  It  was  said  that 
these  AVheels  came  from  Chicago.  It  is  also 
claimed  that  they  did  more  to  injure  the  im- 
portation of  good  American  wheels  than  any- 
thing else.  Last  year  Germany  was  a  strong 
competitor  of  England  in  the  llatter's  home 
and  colonial  market.  In  the  first  nine  months 
Germany  sent  to  England  11,762  bicycles;  to 
Australia,  2,880,  and  to  British  East  Indies, 
1,452.  To  meet  this  competition  the  manu- 
facturers of  England  combined  to  reduce  the 
price  of  their  wheels.  Germans  fear  that 
next  spring  will  see  large  shipments  of  Amer- 
ican wheels  to  this  market. 

This  market  is  still  open  to  a  large  trade 
in  American  wheels  if  certain  requirements 
are  complied  with:  the  best  possible  wheels 
for  the  least  possible  price — not  to  exceed 
250  marks  ($59.50)  at  retail;  all  broken  parts 
to  be  replaced  in  the  city  in  which  the  ma- 
chine may  be  purchased;  any  tire  will  answer, 
hut  the  valves  must  be  like  those  in  vogue 
here;  the  law  requires  a  good  brake  on  each 
wheel,  and  no  wheel  should  be  sent  here 
without  one. 


Bicycles  In  Antigua. 

Oonsul  Hunt,  of  Antigua,  British  West  In- 
dies, in  response  to  the  inquiry  of  a  New 
York  company,  writes  under  date  of  Novem- 
ber 27: 

There  are  about  50  bicycles  in  this  island 
(population,  35,000),  as  against  half  that  num- 
ber a  year  ago.  All  but  four  or  five  are  of 
American  manufacture,  and  are  owned  by 
natives.  Three  conditions  militate  against  a 
more  extensive  use  of  the  wheel,  viz.:  The 
poverty  of  the  people;  the  tropical  heat,  which 
renders  riding  between  8  a.  m.  and  4  p.  m. 
almost  impossible,  especially  for  whites:  and 
the  abominable  condition  of  the  roads  lead- 
ing between  the  various  points  of  the  island. 
When  it  is  stated  that  the  method  of  road 
repairing   in    Antigua    is    to    spread    on    the 


ground  a  thick  layer  of  stone  cut  to  about 
double  the  size  of  a  walnut  and  leave  it  to 
be  trodden  down  by  passing  ox-carts  or  other 
teams,  or  the  bare  feet  of  native  pedestrians, 
it  will  be  appreciated  that  wheehng  can  be 
indulged  in  only  under  extraordinary  diffi- 
culties. 


ENGLAND'S  CYCIE  IMPORTS. 


German  Imports  and  Exports. 

Although  the  system  adopted  by  the  Ger- 
man Customs  authorities  in  recording  the 
imports  and  exports  of  cycles  and  cycle  parts 
in, tons  'is  anything  but  convenient,  yet  they 
serve  to  show  the  fluctuations  of  the  trade, 
and  the  returns  now  available  for  the  ten 
months  ending  with  October  last  indicate 
that  during  that  period  the  imports  of  such 
material  into  Germany  only  amounted  tO'  480 
tons,  a  falling  off  of  no  less  than  273  tons,  as 
compared  with  the  first  ten  months  of  1898. 
On  the  Other  hand,  the  exports,  while  not 
showing  any  great  increase,  have,  however, 
not  declined,  and,  in  view  of  the  depressed 
condition  which  has  prevailed  in  England  and 
America,  this  must  be  considered  by  German 
manufacturers  as  satisfactory.  For  the  ten 
months  endirig  with  October,  the  exports 
from  Germany  reached  a  total  of  1,390  tons, 
as  against  1,386  tons  in  the  corresponding 
period  of  1898. 

English  Exports. 

London,  Eng.,  Jan.  31. — The  final  month  of 
1899  has  afforded  another  disappointment  as 
regards  the  exports  of  cycles  and  cycle  parts 
from  this  country,  the  Board  of  Trade  returns 
showing  that  the  month's  shipments  only 
amounted  to  £44,000,  as  compared  with  £44,- 
441  in  the  previous  month  and  £72,548  in 
the  last  month  of  1898.  The  exports  during 
December  are  the  lowest  ever  recorded  for 
that  month  in  the  history  of  the  trade.  The 
aggregate  shipments  during  the  year  only 
amounted  to  £665,366,  as  contrasted  with 
£960,939  in  1898  and  £1,430,320  in  1897. 

Stearns  bicycles  are  vigorously  pushed  in 
Elmira,  N.  Y.,  by  John  C.  Gallagher. 


A  Decrease  of  Considerable    Proportions  Shown — 

An  English  Authority  Refers  to  American 

Competition. 

"At  the  first  glance  the  Board  of  Trade  re- 
turns for  December  last  do  not  form  quite 
so  satisfactory  reading,  so  far  as  the  imports 
of  foreign  cycles  and  cycle  parts  into  this 
country  are  concerned,  as  those  for  Novem- 
ber last,  as  they  show  an  aggregate  total  for 
the  month  of  £9,056  as  against  only  £7,301  in 
the  preceding  month,"  says  the  London  "Cy- 
clist." "As  contrasted  with  the  last  month 
of  1898,  however,  and  when  the  value  of  the 
re-exports  is  deducted  from  the  figures  given 
above,  they  place  the  position  in  a  better 
light.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  although  the  re- 
exports during  December  last  only  amount- 
ed to  £3,055  as  against  £40,690  in  the  final 
month  of  1898,  the  net  imports  last  month 
only  aggregated  £6,000,  or  £17,649  less  than 
in  December  of  the  preceding  year. 

"Turning  now  to  the  returns  for  the  whole 
of  the  past  year,  the  relative  position  will  be 
clearly  seen  from  the  appended  brief  table: 

1899.  1897. 

Aggregate  imports  £286,796        £612,644 

Re-exports      91,572  218,888 


£195,224  £393,756 
"It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  while 
the  decreased  aggregate  imports  were  ac- 
companied by  a  decline  in  the  re-exports, 
there  was,  after  deducting  the  latter,  a  shrink- 
age of  £198,532,  or  more  than  half  in  the  net 
value  of  the  foreign  cycles  and  accessory  ma- 
terial imported  for  sale  in  this  country  dur- 
ing 1899.  Although  this  is  satisfactory  so  far 
as  it  goes,  yet  it  is  a  very  unsatisfactory  state 
of  affairs  that,  while  many  of  our  makers  are 
far  from  being  fully  employed,  foreign  mak- 
ers can  find  a  market  in  this  country  for  so 
much  cycle  material.  These  still  represent  or- 
ders from  foreign  buyers,  which  instead  of  be- 
ing placed  with  English  makers  have  fallen  to 
the  lot  of  American,  German  and  other  com- 
petitors." 


Exports  for  1899. 

Complete  export  figures  for  the  year  1899,  as  announced  by  the  Treasury  Department, 
show  a  very  large  slump  when  compared  with  those  of  1897  and  1898.  The  decrease  from 
these  years  is  over  two  millions  of  dollars  each.  The  total  did  not  reach  five  milHons, 
as  was  indicated  for  several  months  previous  by  the  reports  from  the  department.  The 
most  noticeable  decrease  was  in  the  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom,  which  amounted  to 
about  two-thirds  of  the  amount  for  1898.  Here  one  million  of  dollars  of  the  decrease  is 
accounted  for.  Germany  bought  50  per  cent  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  and  there  was 
a  general  decrease  throughout  Europe.  Noticeable  increases  were:  Cuba,  from  $5,286  in 
1898  to  $111,702  in  1899,  and  Argentina,  from  $131,624  to  $272,995  in  the  same  years.  The 
official  figures  follow: 

December — Twelve  Months  Ending  December — 

Destination.  1898.  1899.  1897.  1898.  1899. 

United    Kingdom    $67,913  !i;:!2.S4(;  $2,128,491  $1,699,127  $684,5.36 

France    .- 37,947  41.519  283,910  517,183  450,829 

Germany    , 161,930  30,528  1,378,558  1,636,207  807,015 

Other    Europe    177,594  74,515  1,110,599  1,362,199  944,950 

British   North   America  27,714  12,054  744,889  608,195  536,876 

Central  American  States  and  British  Honduras  404  178  21,295  7,091  4,820 

Mexico    3,129  2,075  69,391  57,947  41,897 

Santo    Domingo    33  7  3,939  631  330 

Cuba    790  20,400  8,836  5,286  111,702 

Puerto   Rico   70  123  4,285  2,631  2,771 

Other  West  Indies  and   Bermuda 6,941  4,209  126,.528  72,464  63,965 

Argentina     18,698  S,6(il  .52,244  131,624  272,995 

Brazil    5,494  3,752  54,082  99,232  35,065 

Colombia    614  82  22,091  7,986  7,834 

Other  South  America   6,916  4,648  61,303  54,104  65,365 

China    1,542  2,357  26,300  27,863  23,822 

East   Indies— British    12,831  8,758  21,583  155,265  128,244 

Hong   Kong   66  511  7,118  9,355  9,769 

Japan    3,127  20,783  80,874  128,752  138,155 

British  Australasia    26,439  8,943  445,529  247,146  239,022 

Philippine    Islands    1,180            100  2,461 

Other  Asia  and  Oceanica 10,051  6,6.32  65.399  79,066  %,524 

Africa   16,233  2,398  174,730  181,004  151,063 

Other  countries 40                762  1,739  274 

Total    $586,416  $287,159  $6,902,736  $7,092,197         $4,820,284 


1900. 
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150  IWaseau  Street, 
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War  Hurts  Cycle  Trade* 

HOW    BOERS    BOTHER   THE    ENGLISH. 


i 


England's  war  with  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  Free 
State  has  increased  the  cost  in  England  of  metal, 
fuel  and  labor.  Rubber  prices  are  up.  Many  buyers, 
rich  and  poor,  are  in  South  Africa,  fighting.  The 
cycle  trade  outlook  in  England  is  correspondingly 
gloomy.  The  following  article  from  the  "London 
Cyclist"  is   worth  reading: 

WHEN  the  conditions,  we  should  rather 
say  the  internal  conditions,  under 
which  the  cycle  trade  exists  to-day  are  con- 
sidered, it  must  be  generally  admitted  that, 
if  the  trade  were  affected  solely  by  these 
same  internal  conditions,  the  prospect  for  the 
current  season  would  be  distinctly  better  than 
last.  Much  of  the  overproduction  of  past 
years  has  ceased,  the  majority  of  the  bank- 
rupt stocks  which  were  forced  on  the  mar- 
kets have  been  dissipated,  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  the  weaker  houses  gone  to  the  wall, 
whilst  those  that  are  left,  profiting  by  their 
experience,  have  now  been  able  to  reduce 
their  expenditure  in  many  directions,  and 
bring  their  businesses  once  more  into  hand. 

War  Will  Affect  Trade. 

But,  unfortunately,  there  are  other  condi- 
tions besides  the  internal  ones  which  affect 
the  cycle  trade,  and  these  conditions  are  de- 
cidedly not  of  a  reassuring  character.  There 
can  be  no  gainsaying  the  fact  that  trade  will 
be  largely  affected  by  the  war  in  the  present 
year.  Just  how  long  this  unfortunate  con- 
flict will  continue  none  of  us  can  say,  but  just 
so  long  as  it  does  will  the  trade  be  held  back 
to  quite  an  appreciable  extent.  Already  we 
understand  many  orders  which  had  been 
placed  have  been  countermanded,  this  being 
especially  the  case  with  the  higher  class  of 
machine.  Large  numbers  of  our  officers  are 
cyclists,  and  these  being  called  to  the  front 
naturally  have  no  use  for  a  cycle  this  year; 
then,  although  "Tommy  Atkins"  is  not  a 
large  patron  of  the  cycle-makers,  it  is  differ- 
ent with  the  reserves  and  volunteers,  and  as 
so  many  of  these  are  being  called  to  the 
front,  it  follows  that  some  thousands  of  men 
of  just  the  class  using  bicycles  will  find  them- 
selves in  such  conditions  that  none  will  be 
needed.  Friends  at  home,  too,  will  be  af- 
fected by  the  absence  of  those  with  whom 
they  enjoyed  riding,  and  orders  will  be  de- 
ferred, whilst  the  call  upon  the  public  pocket 
in  aid  of  the  various  army  funds,  which  has 
been  so  nobly  responded  to  throughout  the 
country,  has  to  come  from  somewhere,  and 
when  persons'  incomes  are  limited,  something 
has  to  suffer,  and  the  new  cycle  will,  as  like- 
ly as  not,  have  to  give  way  and  the  old  one 
be  made  to  do  another  season,  just  in  the 
same  way  as,  in  the  Jubilee  year,  the  various 
Jubilee  funds  seriously  checked  the  tide  of 
cycle  purchase  and  really  commenced  the 
slump  which  has  existed  until  now. 

Partly  owing  to  the  requirements  of  the 
war  and  partly  owing  to  other  causes,  the 
trade  of  the  country  generally  has  vastly  im- 
proved, and  an  improvement  in  trade  means 
an  improvement  in  prices.  Advanced  prices 
in  one  commodity  cannot  long  continue  with- 
out having  their  effect  upon  others  directly 
or  indirectly  connected   with   them,  and   par- 


ticularly is  this  the  case  when  such  a  com- 
modity as  coal — the  source  of  all  our  steam 
power — is  materially  advanced.  Not  only  has 
the  cycle  manufacturer, then,  to  pay  very  much 
more  heavily  for  the  coal  with  which  to  run 
his  factory,  but  all  along  the  line  the  prices 
of  materials  have  advanced,  and  the  unfor- 
tunate cycle-maker,  with  the  opening  of  the 
new  year,  commenced  to  receive  daily  epis- 
tles from  various  supply  houses,  notifying  ad- 
vances either  at  present  or  impending  in  the 
goods   of   their   production. 

Material  Prices  Advance. 

The  heavy  pressure  upon  the  iron  and  steel 
trades  to-day  has  caused  the  raw  materials 
for  all  the  metal  trades  to  be  greatly  ad- 
vanced, and  'although  in  some  cases,  such,  for 
instance,  as  tubing,  the  cycle  manufacturer 
has  not  yet  felt  the  pressure,  it  is  manifest 
that  iube-makers  and  others,  the  cost  of. 
whose  raw  material  has  been  heavily  ad- 
vanced, cannot  long  maintain  their  present 
low  rates,  especially  when  it  is  a  well-known 
fact  that,  even  on  existing  prices,  they  are 
making  losses.  So  it  is  vi^ith  the  cycle-maker 
himself.  The  price  of  the  finished  article  has, 
as  our  readers  know,  been  steadily  declining 
for  the  past  three  years,  and,  with  only  a  few 
notable  exceptions,  the  trade  as  a  whole,  so 
far  as  the  1900  season  is  concerned,  is  tied 
to  the  ten-guinea  machine.  Many  firms  who 
have  failed  to  make  profits  at  higher  prices 
have  reduced  their  figures  to  this  sum,  and 
are  hopeful  that  by  an  organized  method  of 
manufacture  they  may  be  able  to  make  both 
ends  meet.  But  in  any  case  matters  are  cut 
very  fine,  and  when  these  decisions  were  made, 
a  couple  of  months  ago,  calculations  were 
based   upon   existing  prices   of   supplies. 

To  the  price  of  tires  we  referred  in  our  is- 
sue of  December  27,  and  price  of  rubber  is 
steadily  advancing.  It  is  patent,  therefore, 
that  to  many,  indeed  to  the  majority  of  the 
trade,  the  situation  is  a  gloomy  one,  unless 
it  is  possible  to  counterbalance  matters  in 
some  respect  by  an  advance  of  their  own 
prices.  To  the  public  this  is,  perhaps,  hardly 
possible,  owing  to  the  retail  price-list  system, 
l)ut  in  some  cases  where  excessively  low  rates 
have  been  quoted  to  dealers,  we  anticipate 
advances  will  be  made,  indeed  must  be  made, 
if  the  firms  are  to  hold  their  heads  above  wa- 
ter, and  if  prices  of  supplies  advance  much 
more  than  they  have  already  done  we  ques- 
tion whether  makers  will  not  have  to  ad- 
vance their  retail  figures  as  well  or  lose  on 
their  trading,  so  that  buyers,  whether  whole- 
sale or  retail,  must  be  quite  prepared  to  ex- 
pect the  possibility  of  prices  being  advanced, 
and  although  no  one  likes  to  pay  more  for  an 
article  than  he  has  previously  given  for  it, 
all  will  admit  that  it  is  no  more  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  buyer  than  the  seller  that  the 
latter  should  be  selling  at  a  loss,  than  it  is 
when  the  opposite  conditions  prevail  and  ex- 
orbitant  profits  arc  being  made. 

The  best  interests  .of  manufacturer,  retailer 
and  public  alike  are  based  on  fair  prices.  Tlie 
prices  throughout  the  cycle  trade  to-d,iy  are, 
in   many  cases,  not  fair,  and  the  sooner  they 


are    placed    on    a    more    satisfactory   basis   tin. 
better  for  all   parties  concerned,  but  the  dif- ' 
ficulty   of   the    problem    is    great,   and    in    the  " 
ineantiiiie   the  outlook   not   a   rosy  one. 

The  ''Irish  Cyclist"  gives  some  statistics 
which  show  the  condition  of  the  English  trade 
during  the  past  year.     They  follow: 

1.  CYCLE   MAKERS. 

(!5    firms,    total    capital £9,(B4,374 

Less   9   firms   in   liquidation 915,804 

Net    capital £8,138,570 

Total    profits    in    1S9S £456,869 

Less  losses   incurred   by  13   firms 87,551 

Net   profit   for   1898    £369,,3IS 

Profits  in  1899    £139,929 

Losses   incurred   by   12   firms 49,952 

Net   profit   for  1899 £109,977 

2.  TIRE   MAKERS." 

14    firms,    total    capital £6.963,4,55 

Less   3   firms     in    liquidation 1,500,000 

Net    capital    £5,463,455 

Total   profits   in   1898 £517,198 

Less  losses  incurred  by  4  firms 59,752 

Net   profit   for   1898 £457,446 

Profit    for   1899    £317,325 

Less   losses   by  2   firms :.  12,827 

Net   profit   for   1S99 £304,498 

3.  TUBE    MAKERS. 

14    firms,    total    capital £2,028,638 

Less   three   in   liquidation 179,643 

Net   capital    £1,848,995 

Profits   in  1898   £18,257 

Losses  made  by  5  firms.. 21,171 

Net  loss   for  1898 £2,914 

Profits   in   1899 £1,262 

Losses  made  by  4  firms £64,584 

Net    loss    for    1899 £63,322 

Deductions. 

These  figures  are  interesting,  and  the  fall- 
ing off  revealed  in  the  profits  of  the  cycle- 
makers  is  particularly  significant.  The  total 
for  1899  only  amounts  to  about  one-third  of 
the  1898  returns.  That  is  the  cost  of  the  in- 
sane price-cutting,  which  shows  no  signs  of 
abatement,  notwithstanding  such  a  disastrous 
experience   as   these   figures   reveal. 


Japan's  Trade. 

The  statistics  about  cycle  imports  of  Japan 
arc  very  reassuring  for  those  firms  which 
liave  solid  connections  in  that  country,  and 
can  rely  on  the  working  of  their  shippers 
and  agents.  According  to  a  letter  from  a 
German  traveler  the  import  of  finished  cycles 
in  .1896  amounted  to  100,500  yen  (one  yen 
equals  SO  cents),  and  in  1898  to  240,800  yen. 
The  retail  price  of  cycles  is  100  to  125  yen  for 
good  American  makes.  He  advises  manu- 
facturers to  send  travelers  to  Japan  who  have 
time  to  stop  weeks  and  months  in  one  dis- 
trict, and  to  work  it  thoroughly,  to  get  used 
to  the  ideas  and  sentiments  of  the  customers, 
and  to  deal  with  them  according  to  their  own 
rules  of  commerce.  It  is  money  thrown 
away  to  send  a  man  over  who  stops  at  the 
big  towns  for  two  or  three  days,  just  as  long 
as  a  steamer  waits.  In  such  a  short  time  no 
business  can  be  properly  introduced  and 
worked  up.  A  man  ought  to  start  without 
time  limit,  and  go  to  every  place  in  turn, 
lintil  he  h;is  succeeded  in  getting  a  strong 
foothold. 
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The  BRENNAN  bar  is  unsurpassed  in  merit  by  any  other 
handle-bar  on  the  market.  It  is  simple  in  construction,  allows 
of  any  desirable  position,  and  its  expander  device  is  absolutely  sat- 
isfactory. A  special  feature  is  the  exceptionally  high-class  nickel 
finish. 

All  the  latest  bends  can  be  supplied. 


MAKERS, 


BRENNAN  HANDLE-BAR  CO., 

SYRACUSE,    N. 


Y. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


THE  HUNTER  ARMS  CO.,  of  Folton,  N.Y., 
are  makers  of  the  L.  C.  Smitli  Hammerless  Gun, 
the  highest  grade  gun  on  the  market.    You  cannot 
make  any  mistake  in  buying  their  hubs. 

HUNTER  HUBS. 

For  samples  and  prices  address  the  sole  selling 
agents,  CROSBY    &    MAYER    CO.,   at  any  of 
their  offices,  Buffalo,  Chicago,  New  York,  Toledo 
or  Toronto. 

♦ 
♦ 
♦ 

♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 

♦ 

t 

♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 


♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
♦ 

♦ 

♦ 


♦ 
♦ 

♦ 


♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦4^ 


i 


PROSPERITY  ASSURED 


THE    COMING    SEASON 
TO    DEALERS   WHO 
SELL 


. . .  .BANNER  GAS  LAMPS 


BANNERS  have  more  merit  and  selling  points  than  all  other 
lamps  combined. 

BANNERS  always  burn  alike  on  all  roads  without  any  attention. 

BANNERS  cannot  be  overloaded  in  any  way;  they  never  balk. 

BANNERS  have  the  largest  flame,  the  largest  ground  lens,  throw- 
ing the  largest  light. 

BANNER  BRACKET,  THE  ONLY  ONE  UP  TO  DATE. 
Look  at  cut — you  adjust  it  once  to  the  desired  angle;  you  can 
then  hook  lamp  on  the  bracket  or  remove  it  any  number  of 
times ;  it  does  not  change  the  angle. 

THE  MAN  WHO  KEEPS  POSTED 
WINS.  WE  CHARGE  NOTHING 
TO  POST  YOU  OUR  BOOKLET. 


IT  TELLS  ALL  ABOUT  LAMPS. 


LET'S  HAVE  YOUR  ADDRESS. 


The   Plume  &   Atwood   Manufacturing   Company, 

29  Murray  Street,  New  York.  199  Lake  Street,  Chicago. 

Kindly  menition  The  Wheel. 


^ rrri  I  unffrrr"" 


Patent  applied  for. 
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Cooper  Talks  About  llimself. 

Tom  Cooper  sends  the  following  contribu- 
tion to  the  New  York  "Herald": 

How  did  I  become  the  champion  cyclist 
of  America?  By  perseverance.  I  had  to 
persevere  against  as  many  and  probably  more 
adverse  conditions  than  any  other  rider  who 
ever  wore  the  championship  medal.  It  took 
me  a  number  of  years  to  win  it.  It  took 
patience  and  taught  me  many  a  lesson.  It 
placed  me  on  top,  of  course,  and  I  say  to 
all  cycle  riders  that  being  on  top  is  a  fine 
position  to  be  in. 

Years  ago,  it  was  in  '93,  I  was  a  clerk  in  a 
little  country  store  in  Michigan,  and  by  hard 
work  I  earned  $5  per  week  for  selling  coffins, 
weighing  sugar,  repairing  jewelry,  selling 
kerosene  and  molasses,  needles  and  thread, 
and  everything  that  ordinarily  is  sold  in  one 
of  these  general  stores.  I  went  up  in  De- 
troit one  day,  and  there  was  ^ycle  racing  out 
at  the  big  horse  track.  Zimmerman  was 
there.  I  then  thought  and  still  think  him  a 
great  man.  Sanger  was  there.  They  called 
him  Wooden  Shoes.  Eddie  McDuffee  was 
there  and  so  was  Guy  Gary,  Pye  Bliss,  Mike 
Dirnberger  and  a  lot  more  whose  fame  was 
known  throughout  America.  I  went  to  the 
track  to  see  them  ride,  and  seeing  them  go 
round  and  round  so  easily,  I  formed  the  opin- 
ion that  I  could  ride,  too.  Having  such  an 
opinion,  I  invaded  the  training  quarters  and 
to  my  surprise  found  that  racing  men  were 
just  like  other  people. 

I  talked  to  them,  and  it  was  Guy  Gary  who 
profTered  me  a  wheel  and  proposed  that  I 
enter  the  novice  race  at  that  meeting.  The 
loan  of  the  wheel  was  all  right,  but  riding 
in  a  race  was  another  question.  I  took  the 
loan  of  the  wheel  and  got  right  out  on  the 
track  among  all  those  fast  men.  I  stayed 
back  of  them  for  a  time  and  began  to  think 
that  I  could  ride  a  bit.  But  they  left  me  as 
though  I  was  standing  still.  My  pride  was 
not  injured.  It  was  just  what  I  had  ex- 
pected. But  then  and  there  I  decided  that 
I  would  succeed.  I  worked  hard,  and  when 
that  novice  race  came  ofif  I  won.  It  was  the 
proudest  moment  of  my  life,  and  I  really 
felt  prouder  than  when  I  finally  won  out  in 
the  championship  race  of  the  present  year 
and  became  the  first  national  champion  under 
the  National   Cycling  Association. 

My  first  win  was  the  beginning  of  my  for- 
tune. I  was  determined  to  win  more,  and 
throughout  1893  I  kept  riding  and  winning 
steadily.  It  was  in  1894  that  I  gave  up  the 
store  and  came  to  Detroit,  resolved  to  go 
into  cycle  racing  and  to  expend  all  my  energy 
in  an  effort  to  succeed  and  win  honors.  That 
year  I  won  every  amateur  race  in  the  State 
of  Michigan,  but  going  down  to  Cleveland 
I  was  beaten  twice  by  Dr.  Brown.  Then 
came  the  Toledo  races  and  Class  B  for  me. 
I  did  well  all  that  season,  but  in  the  spring 
of  1895  was  left  stranded,  out  of  a  position 
and  out  of  money,  in  Detroit.  I  was  prom- 
ised a  local  position,  but  that  did  not  satisfy 


my  ambition.  I  wanted  to  get  out  into  the 
world.  A  friend  procured  me  a  position  with 
another  firm,  and  I  went  to  Louisville  to 
train.  Going  from  there  to  the  South,  I  was 
badly  beaten  and  returned  to  Louisville, 
where  I  hired  out  to  pace  Mike  Dirnberger 
for  the  record  of  1.45,  which  he  obtained 
May  31. 

I  went  to  Chicago  to  see  the  firm  which 
had  dropped  me,  and  was  sent  to  Galesburg, 
where,  at  the  Illinois  Division  L.  A.  W.  meet, 
I  did  well  enough  to  warrant  their  sending 
me  to  Battle  Creek,  Mich.  I  won  there,  and 
they  sent  me  into  Ohio  against  the  cracks, 
including  Gardiner  and  Bald.  Gardiner  was 
king  that  summer,  without  any  doubt.  "Dad  " 
Moulton  had  me,  and  I  was  a  puzzle  unti: 
we  reached  Toledo,  when  this  old-time  sprin- 
ter decided  to  give  me  what  he  styled  "he- 
roic" treatment.  It  was  such.  First,  enough 
medicine  to  kill  a  horse;  then  a  Turkish  bath 
which  lasted  twenty-four  hours.  I  was  as 
weak  as  a  kitten  when  I  got  through  with 
that  siege,  but  old  "Dad"  knew  what  he  was 
about,  for  I  came  out  of  the  ordeal  a  new 
man  and  won  from  that  time.  I  finished  that 
season  in  California,  and  defeated  the  cham- 
pion of  the  year,  Eddie  Bald,  twice  during 
the  last  day's  racing.  Still  I  was  not  cham- 
pion, and,  therefore,  not  satisfied. 

I  entered  the  season  of  1896  more  than 
ever  determined  to  win  that  coveted  title. 
And  I  had  it  won  when,  in  a  fit  of  temper,  in 
the  five-mile  championship  at  Louisville,  Bald 
caught  me  by  the  sash  and  I  retaliated.  I 
won  the  championship,  but  was  disqualified, 
as  was  also  Bald.  My  standing  in  the  cham- 
pionship race  suffered,  and  when,  at  Spring- 
field, Bald  and  I  again  came  together,  I  was 
disqualified  again.  These  two  incidents  lost 
me  the  title  that  year.  I  finished  tied  with 
Bald  in  points,  but  behind  him  a  few  thou- 
sandths in  percentage,  and  gave  up  any  con- 
test for  the  title  that  year. 

I  was  still  without  the  title,  and  in  1897 
Bald  was  undoubtedly  the  champion.  It  was 
in  1898  that  my  greatest  trial  came,  for  I 
suffered  much  from  boils.  Last  winter  I  took 
the  best  of  care  of  myself,  and  finally  landed 
the  title  after  five  years  of  incessant,  pains- 
taking work. 

This  much  for  the  struggle  for  the  top. 
Others  might  have  been  discouraged,  and 
to  tell  the  truth  I  thought  I  might  never 
reach  there.  I  have  but  this  to  say  to  those 
who  would  succeed:  Have  patience.  Do 
lots  of  hard  work.  Keep  everlastingly  ham- 
mering at  it.  Never  become  discouraged.  If 
you're  beaten  go  right  along  and  ride  in  the 
next  race.  Never  lose  your  nerve  for  a  mo- 
ment, and  always  look  for  a  brighter  side  in 
the  future.  That  always  kept  me  up.  I 
knew  perseverance  would  win.  For  months 
I  rode  without  winning  enough  to  pay  ex- 
penses. For  months  they  called  me  a  "has- 
been,"  and  spoke  of  "poor  Cooper,"  but  I 
smiled  back  at  them.  I  had  every  faith  in 
the  future,  and  my  faith  was  all  right,  after 
all. 


If  you 

will  accord  us 

an  opportunity 

we 

will  be  pleased 

to  show  you 

the 


Power  of  Price 


as 


applied  to 

tires, 

tire  tape,  • 

plugs,  pliers, 

sponge=rubber  grips, 

detachable  pedal  rubbers 

and  some  other  sundries 

that  have  made 

ready  sales  for 

many  other  dealers 

and  will  make  them  for  you. 

5traus  Tire  Co., 

127  Duane  St.,         New  York 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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tY  TWO  YEARS  of  effective  work  in  the  face  of  adverse  criticism 
the  COLUMBIA  BEVEUGEAR  CHAINLESS  won  Its  reputation  as 
the  leader  of  all  bicycles.  On  road  and  track  its  performances 
have  never  been  equalled.  The  1900  Model  has  the  added  advantages  of 
greatly  reduced  weight  and  further  improvement  in  the  driving  mechan* 
ism.  It  was  freely  acknowledged  to  be  the  leading  feature  of  the  cycle 
exhibits  at  the  New  York  Show  where  it  was  brought  into  direct  com- 
parison with  the  best  that  has  been  accomplished  in  the  building  of 
wheels  of  other  types.    Price  $75. 

COLUMBIA,  HARTFORD,  STORMER  ANDTEHNANT  CHAIN  WHEELS, 
by  reason  of  their  general  excellence  and  their  wide  range  of  pattern 
and  price,  comprise  the  most  representative  line  of  1900  bicycles  of  the 
chain  type.  Prices  $50,  $35,  $30,  $25.  Read  the  new  Columbia  and 
Stormer  Catalogues  which  are  replete  with  information  of  peculiar 
value  to  the  dealer  or  to  the  rider  at  this  time  of  the  year.  The  COLUM* 
BIA  COASTER  BRAKE  does  its  work  without  wearing  or  straining  the 
running  parts  of  the  machine.- 


AMERICAN  BICYCLE  COMPANY, 
POPE  SALES  DEPARTM£NT,     •     HARTFORD,  CONN. 
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200  Miles  on  an  "Auto." 


A  LONG  TRIP  THROUGH  SNOW. 
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\\heelnien,  bicycle  dealers  and  manufacturers  arc  intensely  interested  in  the  development  of  automo- 
biles. They  feel  we  are  largely  to  be  credited  with  this  development.  Did  they  not  take  the  initiative  in 
relieving  humanity  from  the  objections  of  animal  propulsion,  and,  therefore,  are  they  not  the  pioneers  in 
the  new  age  which  speeds  over  distance  by  human  or  mechanical  power?  Cycling  and  automobilism  will 
go  together  in  the  future,  and  wheelmen  will  be  found  in  the  forefront  of  the  automobilists.  They  have 
learned,  thoroughly,  how  to  operate  one,  and  the  other  comes  to  them  more  easily  than  it  will  to  any  other 
class. 

Automobilism  is,  and  will  be,  divided  into  two  classes— motor-cycles  and  automobiles  (the  generally  ac- 
cepted term  for  the  larger  motor-vehicles).  The  motor-cycle  will  appeal  more  strongly  to  wheelmen  for 
several  reasons— sentimental,  financial  and  mechanical.  Motor-cycles  are,  in  a  sense,  the  luxury  of  cycling. 
They  combine  the  pleasures  of  cycling  and  automobilism.  \\  hat  may  be  in  store  for  the  motor-cyclist  and 
automobilist  of  the  future  may  be  sensed  from  the  following  account  of  an  automobile  trip,  published  in 
the  "Autocar": 


1  THOUGHT  the  following  particulars  ol 
a  run  which  I  took  on  December  21  and 
22  from  London  to  North  Wales  on  my  six 
horse-power  Panhard  car  might  be  of  inter- 
est. I  was  accompanied  only  by  my  sister- 
in-law. 

We  started  at  8.05  a.  m.  from  Earl's  Court, 
just  as  the  day  was  dawning,  and  were  soon 
leaving  town  behind  us  in  the  direction  ol 
Uxbridge,  and  had  not  gone  far  when  we 
found  the  roads  were  becoming  decidedly 
bad.  Every  mile  they  got  worse,  and  soon 
we  were  ploughing  through  several  inches 
of  rich  slush,  until  at  last  we  were  compelled 
to  come  off  our  top  speed.  We  stopped  first 
at  High  Wycombe  for  some  hot  coffee,  and 
I  took  advantage  of  this  to  put  some  chalk 
on  the  clutch  in  anticipation  of  Stokenchurch 
Hill,  of  the  Automobile  Club  trials  fame. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  hill  we  slowed  up  to 
run  through  a  pack  of  hounds,  and  then  tack- 
led the  ascent.  The  hill  was  in  an  awful 
state,  covered  with  about  four  inches  of  thick 
red  mud,  but  our  motor  made  nothing  of  it, 
and  "cut  out"  all  the  way  up,  showing  that  . 
we  had  ample  reserve  of  power,  but  as  we 
reached  the  top  our  clutch  began  to  slip  bad- 
ly, and  we  had  to  get  off  and  push  to  help 
the  car  up  the  last  twenty  yards  of  the  hill. 
This  was  very  galling,  as  we  had  plenty  of 
power.  As  the  summit  of  the  hill  was 
reached  we  passed  from  mud  and  slush  to 
snow  and  ice.  and  we  here  wasted  a  lot  of 
time  trying  to  obtain  some  resin  for  the 
clutch.  This  we  managed  eventually  to  pro- 
cure from  a  wayside  blacksmith,  and  one 
pinch  of  this  absolutely  settled  our  complaint, 
and  we  started  off  as  fast  as  the  road  covered 
with  ice  and  snow  would  allow.  We  reached 
O.xford  about  1.25,  the  only  event  on  the 
way  being  a  rather  sharp  pull-up  on  meeting 
a  team  of  horses  round  a  narrow  bend. 

We  found  Oxford  very  greasy,  and  after 
lunch  at  the  Athol  obtained  some  petrol 
from  the  Oxford  Cycle  Co.,  and  left  at  3.15. 
The  roads  were  very  heavy,  but  we 
covered  the  twenty-two  miles  in  just  under 
an  hour  and  a' half,  reaching  Banbury  just 
before  a  quarter  to  5,  where  we  "tead"  at  the 
White  Lion,  and  left  in  the  dark  for  Leam- 
ington at  5.30.  It  was  so  dark  that  we  dared 
not  go  faster  than  second  speed,  and  as  it 
happened  we  nearly  ran  down  a  lonely  female 
pedestrian,  just  catching  sight  of  her  be- 
tween our  front  wheels  in  the  nick  of  time. 
We  reached  Leamington  at  7.20,  and  put  up 
for  the  night  at  a  relative's  house,  our  car 
being  stabled  at  Messrs.  Crowden's  works. 

In  the  morning  at  7  I  found  that  two  men 


had  thoroughly  cleaned  her,  and  she  looked 
so  spick  and  span  that  no  one  would  believe 
that  we  had  come  ninety-five  miles  the  day 
before  over  such  vile  roads.  As  we  started 
away  at  8.35  a.  m.  it  began  to.  snow,  and  we 
found  the  temperature  a  good  deal  lower 
than  we  cared  .for.  Passing  through  War- 
wick, we  got  on  the  Birmingham  road,  which 
was  in  a  dreadful  state,  as  six  inches  of 
snow  bad  evidently  half  thawed  and  then  fro- 
zen again,  so  that  only  slow  progress  was 
possible.  We  stopped  a  few  minutes  to  look 
up  some  friends  in  Solihull,  and  reached  Bir- 
mingham about  10.25  a.  m.  Here  we  lost 
our  way,  as  we  started  out  on  the  wrong  road 
for  Wolverhampton.  Retracing  our  steps, 
we  called  on  that  ardent  automobilist,  Mr. 
Alfred  Bird,  but  found  that  only  his  sons 
were  in.  They  soon  put  us  on  the  right 
track,  and  we  found  ourselves  overtaking 
and  dodging  the  electric  trams  which  run  in 
the  direction  of  Wednesbury.  After  a  very 
monotonous  ride  amid  extremely  dirty  and 
ugly  surroundings,  we  at  last  cleared  Wolver- 
hampton, and  ran  over  snow  and  ice-bound 
roads  to  Shifnal,  where  we  stopped  for  water, 
and  to  fill  up  with  oil  and  petrol  for  the  burn- 
ers. 

On  inspecting  the  car  I  found  that  owing 
to  the  excessive  jolting  the  rivets  of  otie  of 
tlie  chain  guards  had  given  way,  so  I  had  to 
tie  it  securely  with  string.  The  roads  stead- 
ily improved  as  we  neared  Shrewsbury,  and 
we  had  a  really  fast  run,  timing  several  con- 
secutive miles  under  three  minutes  each.  We 
reached  Shrewsbury  at  3.16  p.  m.,  and,  cross- 
ing the  bridge,  turned  sharp  to  the  right  up 
a  very  steep  hill,  and  ran  into  the  Raven 
yard.  We  stayed  here  some  time,  being  both 
rather  cold  and  hungry,  as  it  snowed  hard  all 
the  way  from  Leamington  to  Shifnal,  but, 
thanks  to  our  hood,  we  had  only  to  shake  the 
rug  occasionally  to  keep  fairly  free  from 
snow. 

We  started  off  in  the  dark  at  ten  minutes 
to  5  for  a  fifty  miles  run  through  Ellesmere. 
Wrexham  and  Mold,  to  Holywell,  and  had 
to  proceed  slowly  and  carefully,  as  a  darker 
night  I  have  never  seen.  We  made  one  stop 
at  Wre-xham  for  water  for  the  car  and  re- 
freshment for  ourselves,  and,  after  a  long, 
monotonous  run  in  the  dark,  reached  our 
destination  at  10.30  p.  m.  where  we  were 
treated  to  a  real  Welsh  welcome,  and,  having 
shut  down  and  thoroughly  paraffined  our 
faithful  "Pansy,"  as  we  have  nicknamed  her, 
were  soon  around  the  fire  recounting  our  ad- 
ventures. 

Considering  the  awful  roads,  we  had  come 


through  extremely  well  and  without  mishap 
except  for  the  slipping  clutch  at  Stoken- 
church and  the  rattling  chain  guard  at  Shif- 
nal. N 

Power  Systems  Analyzed. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Automobile 
Club  of  America  an  interesting  paper  on  the 
power  systems  for  automobiles  was  read  by 
A.  Fischer.  He  stated  the  advantage  of  each 
as  follows: 

ELECTRtC  ST0RA(;E  Ji.VTTKm-. 
Advantages:  A  rotary  motor;  absolutely 
no  vibration;  transmission  of  power  from 
motor  axle  simple;  easily  manipulated;  can 
be  handled  by  almost  anyone  with  a  little 
practice;  no  heat;  no  odor;  motor  can  run  in 
either  direction  at  almost  any  speed  from  0 
to  1,000;  driver  can  start  carriage  without  any 
preparations.  Disadvantages:  Its  limited 
range  of  action,  being  about  tweilty  miles  ra- 
dius from  source  of  supply,  hence  can  only 
be  used  in  large  towns  with  a  number  of  cen- 
tral supply  stations;  excessive  weight  of  bat- 
teries, being  out  of  proportion  to  load  car- 
ried; lack  of  economy,  being  the  most  ex- 
pensive of  all  systems;  short  life  of  batteries; 
cost  per  mile  on  pleasure  carriage  about  5 
cents. 

STE.\M. 
Advantages:  Little  vibration;  transmis- 
sion of  power  simple;  weight  moderate;  no 
central  station  required  for  charging.  Dis- 
advantages: Dangerous  on  account  of  the 
pressure  in  boiler;  dangerous  on  account  of 
the  use  of  liquid  fuel  used  to  heat  boiler;  boil- 
er easily  ruined  by  impure  water;  difficulty  of 
management,  requiring  an  engineer;  dis- 
charge of  steam  on  starting  (frightening- 
horses);  length  of  time  required  to  start — 
getting  up  air  pressure,  lighting  torch  to  heat 
burners  in  getting  up  steam  pressure;  diffi- 
culty of  keeping  up  enough  steam  pressure  to 
supply  engine;  odors  from  imperfect  combus- 
tion of  oil;  cost  of  operation  about  2  cents  a 

mile. 

GASOLINE. 

Advantages:  Absolute  safety;  no  fire  for 
engines;  moderate  weight  in  proportion  to 
load  carried;  economy  of  fuel,  about  one- 
quarter  as  much  oil  being  consumed  per 
horse-power  as  in  steam;  the  only  system 
having  an  unlimited  range  of  action;  gasoline 
and  water  can  be  carried  sufficient  for  300  to 
500  miles'  run;  can  be  used  anywhere;  no  es- 
pecial knowledge  required  for  management; 
cost  of  operation  about  one-half  cent  per 
mile.. 

Disadvantages:  Some  vibration;  motors 
must  be  started  by  hand;  a  variable  speed 
device  is  required;  some  odor  and  some 
noise. 


Suit  Against  Carriage  Co. 

Thomas  J.  Montgomery,  of  New  York 
City,  filed  a  bill  last  week  in  the  United 
States  Circuit  Court  against  the  General  Car- 
riage Company,  a  New  Jersey  corporation, 
to  establish  his  standing  as  a  stockholder  in 
the  company  and  to  compel  the  payment  to 
him  of  $300,000  and  the  issuance  to  him  of 
fl,000,000  of  the  company's  stock,  which  he 
claims  is  due  him  on  the  .transfer  of  the 
rig4its  for  the  territory  within  a  radius  of 
twenty-five  miles  from  the  City  Hall  df.a  pat- 
ent for  improvements  in  self-propelling  vehi- 
cles. '  ■'   >V-' 
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The  C.  C.  coaster  brake 


can  be 


■^■affles  .v 


applied  to  nearly  any  wheel  without  any  change  in  it,  the  old 

sprocket  being  taken  off  and  the  brake  screwed  on  the  hub  in 

its  place.      Most   brakes   require  a  special   hub.      The   Canfield 

parts  are  few,  simple  and  strong.      There  is  nothing  to  get  out 

of    order.      No    springs    of   any   kind.      The    action    is    wholly 

mechanical.      The    device    adds    much    to    the 

wheel,  but  does  not  detract  from  its  beauty.  We  publish  a  little  book, 
entitled  "It's  in  the  Brake,"  that  tells  all  about  the  Canfield  —  mostly  by 
illustrations.  It  contains  brief  but  full  directions  for  putting  the  brake 
on  any  hub.  The  retail  price  is  only  $4.00 ;  with  hub,  $5.00 ;  with  rear 
wheel,  minus  tire,  $6.00.      We   should  think  this  would  interest  every  rider 

and  repairman  who  sees  this. 


Canfield  Brake  Co., 


Kindly  mention 
The  Wheel. 


CORNING,  N  Y.,  U.  S.  A. 


FREE  SIDE=PATHS. 


n     A  Proposition  to  all  Wheelmen. 
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WE  construct  electric  railwa)'  lines  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  We  are  now  building  a  system  out  of  Coxsackie.  The  main 
line  will  carry  thousands  of  holiday-seekers  who  come  from  New  York  and  other  places  and  land  at  Greenville,  on  the 
Hudson  River,  19  miles  from  Coxsackie.  The  officers  of  this  company  are  wheelmen,  and  know  the  wants  of  wheelmen. 
Many  of  those  who  land  at  Greenville  have  bicycles  with  them.  The  regular  highway  is  none  too  good.  The  electric  cars  will 
carry  their  luggage,  and  we  have  decided  to  construct,  free  of  charge  to  anyone,  a  bicycle  path  alongside  the  electric  tracks  for  the 
accommodation  of  cyclists  and  the  benefit  of  all  concerned.  We  have  also  decided  to  build  suitable  bicycle  paths  alongside  all 
electric  lines  for  which  we  in  future  secure  contracts.  We  ask  bicycle  dealers  and  riders,  in  towns  where  electric  railways  are  likely 
to  be  constructed,  to  kindly  notify  us,  so  that  we  can  offer  them  suggestions  by  which  they  can  bring  our  company  to  the  favorable 
attention  of  the  proper  authorities.  We  ask  no  favors  in  the  consideration  of  bids,  and  do  not  expect  to  secure  contracts  except  by 
putting  in  the  lowest  bid  for  suitable  work.     Wheelmen  everywhere  can  profitably  bear  us  in  mind. 


The  Western  Engineering  &  Construction  Co., 

39   BROADWAY,    NEW  YORK   CITY. 
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DRUMMERS  PRACTICE  ATHLETICS. 

Go  Into  a  Hard  Course  of  Training  to  Meet  a  New 

Rule  Requiring  Tiiem  to  Carry 

Sectional  Parts. 

According  to  reports  coming  from  all  parts 
of  the  country,  the  150  or  more  traveling 
men  who  are  emploj^ed  by  the  "inside"  con- 
cerns have  lately  developed  an  astonishing 
interest  in  gymnastics.  It  is  said  that  many 
of  the  boys  are  frequenting  the  bowling  al- 
leys of  the  cities  they  visit,  while  others 
are  devoting  their  spare  minutes  to  practicing 
with  dumb-bells,  chest  weights  and  the  like. 
Hotel  rooms  are  transformed  into  gymna- 
siums, and  the  appurtenances  thereto  are  now 
considered  a  necessary  part  of  the  parapher- 
nailia  of  the  wideawake  A.  B.  C.  traveling 
man.  Porters  at  hotels  have  even  been  struck 
dumb  with  astonishment  by  having  well- 
groomed  salesmen  insist  upon  carrying  their 
own  trunks  and  grips  up  to  their  rooms.  In 
short,  there  seems  to  be  a  general  and  mad 
desire  on  the  part  of  the  combine  representa- 
tives to  become  strong  as  soon  as  possible. 
It  is  noticeable,  too,  that  it  seems  to  be 
especially  desirable  to  develop  the  muscles  of 
the  arms  and  ohest,  although  a  general  build- 
ing up  of  the  physical  condition  is  evidently 
being  sought  after. 

But  wliat  is  more,  the  athletically  inclined 
gentlemen  decline  to  be  interviewed.  To 
newspaper  men  they  are  simply  "mum,"  while 
the  best  the  greatly  interested  "outsider" 
can  get  is,  "Well,  you  will  probably  come  to 
it  before  long." 

Here  is  a  guess:  At  the  "experience  meet- 
ing" of  the  American  Bicycle  Co.'s  sales  man- 


agers, in  New  York,  two  weeks  ago,  a  num- 
ber of  plans  for  reducing  expenses  were  dis- 
cussed, and  some  valuable  and  interesting 
papers  were  read  by  gentlemen  who  have 
'had  long  experience  in  the  management  of 
bicycle  interests.  Among  them  was  a  paper 
by  O.  C.  Hutchinson,  of  the  Monarch  Sales 
Department,  entitled  "How  to  Handle  Trav- 
eling Men,  Getting  the  Best  Results,"  and 
anoither  by  A.  H.  Bryant,  manager  of  the 
Featherstone  Sales  Department,  in  Chicago, 
on  "Salesmen's  Expenses."  Although  it  was 
not  made  public  at  that  time,  it  is  under- 
stood that  the  possibility  of  doing  away  with 
traveling  men  carrying  sample  wheels  was 
discussed,  and  a  plan  adopted  for  carrying 
out  the  experiment.  The  idea  was  to  have 
each  salesman  carry  with  him  a  complete 
line  of  large-sized  photographs,  showing  the 
outlines  land  general  appearance  of  the  ma- 
chines, also  a  complete  line  of  the  parts  of 
the  machine,  showing  the  methods  of  con- 
struction and  the  leading  features  in  sec- 
tions. 

Truly  an  interesting  innovation.  At  any 
rate,  it  is  understood  -that  the  American  Bi- 
cycle Co.  has  placed  a  contract  for  a  quan- 
tity of  substantial  leather  hand-grips,  and  that 
samples  of  grips  have  been  sent  to  the  heads 
of  the  various  sales  departments.  Further- 
more, it  is  said  that  the  various  traveling  men 
have  been  instructed  to  be  prepared  to  "come 
home"  to  receive  instructions  regarding  the 
change. 

The  saving  in  expense  accounts  by  this 
method  of  selling  can  only  be  appreciated  by 
viewing  the  situation  from  all  sides.  The 
question  of  excess  baggage  charges  has  long 
been  the  bane  of  managers  of  bicycle   facto- 


ries. Despite  all  efforts  to  keep  these  charges 
down,  they  frequently  amount  to  more  than 
the  railway  'fares  of  the  traveling  men.  Es- 
pecially is  this  true  when  three  large  trunks 
are  carried,  which  is  now  the  case  •with  a 
number  of  A.  B.  C.  men.  A  very  conserva- 
tive estimate  would  place  excess  baggage  at 
75  cents  per  day  for  every  day  on  the  road. 
Adding  to  this  the  cartage  to  and  from  ho- 
tels and  from  store  to  store,  which  is  fre- 
quently done,  would  easily  bring  the  ex- 
penses up  to  $1.25  per  day.  Figuring  that  the 
A.  B.  C.  has  150  men  on  the  road,  this  would 
figure  the  modest  sum  of  $187.50  per  day,  or 
about  $4,700  per  month  of  twenty-five  (work- 
ing days;  or,  to  carry  it  up,  the  total  of 
about  $33,000  for  the  seven  traveling  months 
of  the  year.  Even  this  amount  would  hardly 
cover  the  saving  that  eould  probably  be  ac- 
complished by  doing  away  with  carrying 
complete  bicycles.  Nearly  every  factory  loses 
several  machines  a  year  by  accidents,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  time  and  perhaps  sales  lost 
by  being  obliged  to  ship  these  machines  to 
and  from  the  factory.  Then,  too,  trunks  are 
frequently  delayed,  causing  men  to  lose  val- 
uable time,  not  to  mention  cost  and  re- 
pairs on  trunks  and  a  hundred  and  one  other 
small  expenses  which  constantly  crop  up.  So 
that  a  very  conservative  estimate  would  place 
the  grand  total  that  could  be  saved  by  doing 
away  with  sample  wheels  at  something  like 
$50,000. 

No  wonder  the  A.  B.  C.  considers  the  ex- 
periment worth  trying.  But  the  traveling 
man  is  practicing  gymnastics.  The  complete 
parts  of  those  machines  will  not  weigh  less 
than  fifty  pounds  if  complete  chainless  gears 
are   included. 


TO-DAY  ON   HAND. 

600  pr.  Chase,  Foxhound,  Dewey,  &c., 

all  first  Job,  $2.75  to  $3.50  pr. 

About  150  pr.  Hartford,  M.&  W.,  Good- 
rich, been  on  wheels,  but  new,  $3. 50  to  $4.00  pr. 

500  pr.  Vims,  special  prices. 

500  Fenton  Bicycles. 

7,000  Other  Makes,  all  Ai  goods,  beat  any 
price  quoted. 

10,000  Al    Spokes  and  Nipples,  $5  75 

per  thousand. 

1 5,000  Saddles,  Mesinger,  Sager,  Car- 
ford,  Simonds,  Kiper,  Etc.,  at  price  of 

cheapest  goods. 

Also  get  prices  on  1 900  Linwoods,  Meisel- 
bachs,  20th  Century,  Milwaukee 
Cycles,  Etc. 

We  have  the  largest  stock  in  America  and  sell  to 
largest  trade. 


L  C.  JANDORF  BICYCLE  CO.,  Inc. 


M 


23  BARCLAY  ST., 


NEW  YORK. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


Cole's  Tire  Fluid 


will  heal  any  leak  or  ordinary  puncture  ; 
will  not  interfere  with  the  valve  ;  will 
not  prevent  patching  and  vulcanizing ; 
will  not  injure  the  tire  ;  will  dissolve  in 
water.  There  is  enough  in  tube  for  one 
tire.     It  is  clean  and  easy  to  handle. 


"r,r'v?.re°M      SCREWS  TO   VALVE. 

A  PUMP  NOT  REQUIRED  \  w-**--**---*.^  ■■v^  m    m    m  m^    m    m^  9 


..FOB  .. 

PNEUMATIC  I 

RUBBER 

DEVICES 


NO   PUMP   REQUIRED. 


Footballs,  Air  Cushions 
Punching;  aass.  Elc. 


The  Hercules 

Can  also  contains  enough  for  one  tire. 
It  can  be  put  in  with  a  hand  pump. 


4-Oz,  TUBE       REDUCED  CUT 


Send  for  our  complete 
Cataloeue  5. 

JOBBERS  AND 

DEALERS  PROTECTED 

IN  ITS  USE. 


G.  W.  Cole  Co., 

141  Broadway,  New  York. 
Makers  of  the  Famous  <3y/ii^0MS 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Did  you  see  anything  NEW  at  the  Cycle  Show? 

THE  1900  LINE  OF  THE  GEORGE  N.  PIERCE  CO. 


EMBRACES 


The  Pierce  Cushion-Frame  Chainless, 


EMBODYING 


More  advanced  ideas,    More  actual  merit,    More  selling  qualities 

than   any   bicycle   on   the   market   for  1900. 

If  you  are  a  progressive  dealer,  who  runs  his  business  on  business  principles,  our  new  models  will  interest  you. 
Our  entire  line  covered  by  a  season's  guarantee. 


THE  GEORGE  N.  PIERCE  CO., 


NEW  YORK. 


BOSTON. 


BUFFALO. 


DENVER. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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THE  STANDARD  WELDING  CO., 


We  furnish  ''Standard"  Tubing  and 
do  the  work  complete.  Others  have 
found  Electrically  Welded  Bicycle  Parts 

MONEY 
MAKERS. 
WHY  NOT 
YOU? 


CD 


New  York  Branch:  94  READE  ST. 
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Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


CLEVELAND,  OHIO. 
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The  C.-C.  Coaster-Brake.         \  \^  [J^ 

Alter  several  seasons,  the  Canfield  coaster- 
brake  as  it  is  now  put  out  by  the  Canfield 
Brake  Co..  of  Cornins:,  N.  Y..  is  a  remarkablv 


simple  device.  It  consists  practically  of  four 
parts.  It  can  be  applied  to  nearly  any  wheel, 
and  its  cost  is  very  low.     The  accompanying 


illustrations  show  how  simple  it  is,  and  how 
inconspicuous  it  is  on  the  wheel.  Its  action 
is  wholly  mechanical.     It  contains  no  springs. 


There  is  nothing  about  it  that  is  at  all  likely 
to  break.  The  company  issues  a  little  book, 
entitled  "It's  in  the  Brake,"  that  ought  to  in- 
terest ever}'  rider  and  repairman. 


Strike  Settled. 

Toledo,  O.,  Feb.  3. — The  conference  of 
Charles  VV.  Fairchild,  of  the  Standard  Tube 
and  Forkside  Co.,  with  the  officers  of  the  In- 
ternational Union  of  Bicycle  Workers,  re- 
sulted in  an  agreement,  to  the  efifect  that  in 
the  future  the  company  would  employ  only 
union  men  in  the  strappers'  and  grinders'  de- 
partment, at  the  union  scale  of  wages.  This 
settles  the  strike,  and  strappers  and  grinders 
will  return  to  work  at  once.  Mr.  Fairchild 
signed  a  contract  to  keep  the  agreement  for 
the  coming  two  years,  when  he  promises  to 
renew  it. 


He  Was  "Livin'  Easy." 

George  Brandenburg  was  in  New  York 
since  the  Show  ended  until  he  left  for  Chica- 
go on  Wednesday.  The  rich  New  York 
food  enabled  Mr.  Brandenburg  to  contract  a 
most  violent  attack  of  indigestion,  but  he  has 
confidence  that  solid  Chicago  feeding  will 
put  him  in  shape  for  the  lively  business  the 
Iven  Brandenburg  Company  is  now  doing. 
If  there  are  two  men  in  the  trade  who  have 
earned  a  rest  the  two  Georges,  Brandenburg 
and  Seager,  of  Chicago  and  Rochester,  are 
the  men. 


Satisfied  with  Show. 

The  Seubert  Roller-Bearing  Co.,  of  St. 
Louis,  exhibitors  at  the  Cycle  Show,  express 
themselves    as    being    well    satisfied    with    the 


exhibition  and  the  success  of  their  exhibit. 
The  Seubert  bearing  attracted  considerable 
attention,  and  the  company  received  some 
good   orders   and   established   many   agencies. 


New  Englaid  Agents  for  Frontenac. 

Frontenac  Mfg.  Co.  have  just  appointed 
Messrs.  Howell  &  JNIeehan,  of  50  Kingston 
street,  Boston,  as  their  New  England  agent. 
Tliese  people  were  formerly  connected  with 
ihe   Horace   Partridge   Co. 


Trade  Changes. 

Little  Rock,  Ark.— W.  S.  Holt,  realty  mortgage, 
$1,700. 

Minneapolis,    Minn.^W.   H.    Walcott,   sued,   $12. 

Herkimer,  N.  Y. — Mallett  &  Fortaw  have  been  suc- 
ceeded by  Herkimer  Cycle  Co. 

Rochester,  N.  Y. — Wagner  II fg.  Co.,  judgment  vs. 
J.   George  Wagner,  Jr.,  et  al.,  $778. 

Sayre,  Pa. — The  Collins  Pneumatic  Hub  &  Wheel 
Works,   receiver  appointed. 

Rutland,   \'t.— Clark  &  Britton,  loss  by  fire. 

Berlin,  W'is. — A.  B.  Davlin  &  Co.,'  succeeded  by  A. 
B.   Davlin. 

Bridgeport,   Conn. — 'Thomas    B.   Ashton,   attached. 

Salina,  Kan. — R.  S.  Law,  released  chattel  mortgage, 
$500;   recorder  chattel  mortgage,   $750. 

Brockton,  Mass. — iWarren   C.   Vail,  assigned. 

Salem,  Mass. — C.  S.  Putnam  &  Co.,  now  Putnam, 
Waite  &  Co. 

Detroit,  Mich. — Stephen  W.  Read,  voluntary  petition 
in  bankruptcy. 

Amboy,  Minn. — T.  R.  Mansfield,  out  of  business. 

St.   Paul,  Minn. — Frederick  C.  Chase,  judgment,  $63. 

St.    Paul,   Minn.— Arthur   Matheis,   judgment,    $112. 

Great  Falls,  Mont. — Wright  Bros.,  sold  to  Bennett 
&  Hirsch. 

New  York.  X.  Y. — MacDonald  S:  Co.,  judgment, 
$198. 

Olueyville,  R.  I. — Goodwin  &  Martin,  Charles  H. 
Goodwin  succeeds. 

Swanton,   Vt. — James   &   Strattard,   dissolved. 

Hudson,  N.  Y. — C.   E.  Shaw,  removed  to  Lee,  Mass. 


t 
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CASH 
BUYERS 

WRITE    US. 

Our  Prices  Are  Interesting* 


(^•^*  ^* 


*¥ 


'  OUR  NEW  1900  MODEL  IS  ATTRACTIVE. 

So  Said  New  York  Show  Visitors. 

UNION  CYCLE  MFG.  CO., 

HIGHLANDYILLE,  MASS. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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ANDRAE  CYCLES  NEVER  DISAPPOINT. 

THE  DEALER  WE  WANT. 

Some  people  say  we're  "stuck  up"  because  we  won't  give 
the  Andrae  agency  to  everyone  who  asks  for  it. 

We're  not  stuck  up — we're  careful. 

What  good  is  there  making  reliable  wheels  if  unreliable 
dealers  sell  them? 

Why  should  dealers  trust  our  wheels  if  they  can't  trust 
our  agents  ? 

Bicycle  buyers  know  our  policy.  They  know  that  the 
agent  who  sells 


ANDRAE 


CYCLES 

can  be  trusted.     That's  a  feather  in  your  hat  at  the  very  start. 

Andrae  cycles  are  half  sold  before  you  put  them  on  the  floor. 

They  will  increase  your  reputation  and  bank  account. 

We  want  them  in  good  company  in  towns  not  now  repre- 
sented. 

Write  us. 

JULIUS  ANDRAE  &  SONS  CO., 

MILWAUKEE,  WIS. 

GEORGE  F.  KEHEW  &  CO., 
BOSTON,  MASS.,  New  England  Distribators. 

Kindly  mentioa  The  Wheel. 

ANDRAE  CYCLES  NEVER  DISAPPOINT. 
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\o  Tish  Peddler  Cries  "Bad  Tish." 

According  to  his  statement  his  fish  is  always  good.  His  cus- 
tomers may  not  agree  with  him.  We  should  like  to  send  you 
a  condensed  collection  of  our  customers'  reports  regarding  their 
actual  experience  with  our  Tires  and  Inner  Tubes.  We 
would  rather  have  you  guided  by  what  they  say  than  by  any 
claims  we  might  prefer.     We  want  you  for  a  steady  customer. 


WRITE     US    FOR    CATAI^OGVE;    and    "WHAT    PMOPI,^    SAY. 


MECHANICAL  FABRIC  CO., 


-      -      Providence,  R.  I. 

Original     Manufacturers    of    Pneumatic    Tires    in    the     United     States. 


DISTRIBUTING     BRANCHES; 


X      EXCELSIOR  SIPPLY  CO.,         -         Chicago,  ML 

t      J.  N.  GARDNER  &  CO., 

♦  43  Leonard  St.,  New  Yorl{,  N.  Y. 


BITTENBENDER  &  CO., 
PORTLAND  RIBBER  CO.,     - 
TOLEDO  CYCLE  SIPPLY  CO., 


-  Scranton,  Pa. 

-  Portland,  Me. 

-  Toledo,  Ohio. 
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Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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THERE    ARE 

Standards 


IN    EVERYTHING. 


THAT'S    WHY 

You  hear  so  much  of  the  Morrow 
Coaster-Brake. 

THAT'S    WHY 

the  question:  "Is  it  as  good  as  the 
Morrow?"  is  heard  so  often. 

THAT'S    WHY 

the  word  "  Morrow"  suggests  itself 
the  instant  "free  wheels"  or 
coaster-brakes  are  talked  of. 


^ 

(? 
^ 
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THAT'S    WHY 

it  has  been  adopted  by  practically 
all  of  the  principal  manufacturers, 
and  is  recommended  by  the  prin- 
cipal dealers  and  jobbers. 

THAT'S    WHY 

it  is  easier  to  sell,  and  outsells  all 
oihers,  and  why  it  gives  satisfac- 
tion wherever  used. 


It  is  the  standard  of  ■  coaster-brakes.  It  was  the  first,  the  original,  and  it 
remains  the  best  and  foremost.  It  is  tried.  It  is  true.  It  set  the  fashion 
to  the  world.     It  is  the  standard  by  which  all  coaster-brakes  are  measured. 


New  England  Branch : 

245  COLUIiBUS  AVE.,  BOSTON. 


ECLIPSE  BICYCLE  CO.,  Elmira,  N.  Y, 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Partnership  and  Losses. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  Louisiana  held,  in 
the  recent  case  of  Hart  vs.  McDonald,  that 
where  two  persons  agree  to  share  the  profits 
and  losses  of  an  enterprise  upon  the  basis  of 
estimates  which  contemplate  a  certain  ex- 
penditure of  time  and  money,  and  it  is  there- 
after discovered  that  without  fault  on  either 
side  so  much  more  time  and  money  will  be 
required  than  was  contemplated  as  to  render 
the  enterprise  of  doubtful  success  from  the 
point  of  view  from  which  it  was  undertaken, 
the  one  has  no  claim  against  the  other  for 
damages  because  the  latter  declines  to  go  on 
after  such  discovery;  that  the  losses  in  such 
case  should  be  equally  divided,  but  that  an 
action  will  not  lie  for  the  recovery  of  a  par- 
ticular item  of  expenditure  or  disbursement, 
and  that  the  partner  claiming  a  balance  upon 
settlement  of  the  whole  transaction  must  es- 
tablish the  credits  claimed  by  him  with 
reasonable  certainty. 


Incorporations. 

Automobile  Forecarriage  Co.,  New  York 
City.  Manufacturing  and  dealing  in  car- 
riages, automobiles,  etc.  Capital,  $5,000,000. 
Incorporators:  H.  Bergbo'ltz,  of  Ithaca;  J. 
W.  S.  Langeman,  of  Paris,  France;  W. 
Hoyelton.  F.  H.  Rosse,  both  of  New  York 
City;  E.  J.  Paterson,  of  Plainfield,  N.  J. 


Exclamatory  Satisfaction. 

"Do  Banner  lamps  sell?  Well!"  So  ex- 
claimed R.  H.  Swayze,  secretary  of  the 
Plume  &  Atwood  Company,  to  a  Wheel 
man  on  Monday.  "Do  ducks  fly?"  he  quer- 
ied again.     "Well,  look  here   at  this  pile   of 


letters  from  all  over  the  country,  most  of 
them  being  orders.  Young  man.  Banner 
lamps  are  selling  better  that  Boer  war  red 
extras,  or  tickets  to  see  'Ben  Hur,'  "  and  Mr. 
Swayze  plunged  into  his   correspondence. 

Model  Pump  Connection. 

The  Model  Cycle  Pump  Connection  Co., 
of  Newton,  la.,  are  the  makers  of  the  con- 
nection after  which  the  company  is  named, 
and  which  is  shown  in 
the  illustration.  It  con- 
sists of  a  nickel-plated 
brass  bowl  with  screw- 
cap,  inside  of  which  is 
held  in  place  a  rubber 
packing  so  arranged 
that  an  air-tight  cham- 
ber surrounds  it,  and 
when  on  the' valve  stem 
the  pressure  of  air 
forces  the  rubber  to 
contract,  tightly  gripping  the  stem  and  au- 
tomatically forming  an  absolutely  air-tight 
connection.  When  rubber  wears  out  from 
long  usage  it  may  be  replaced  for  five  cents. 


Moving  New  Yorl<  Quarters. 

The  New  York  quarters  of  the  National 
Sewing  Machine  Co.,  well  known  as  makers 
of  the  Belvidere  bicycle,  will  be  removed 
from  upper  Broadway  to  Reade  street,  in  the 
down-town  district.  Manager  Thompson  will 
continue  in  charge. 


Restoring    Burnt  Steel. 

Every  maker  has  suffered  loss  from  "burnt" 
steel   which   he  was   unable  to   replace   in   its 


former  condition  of  usefulness.  Here  is  i 
remedy:  Heat  the  steel  several  times  to  a 
dark  red  and  quench  after  each  heating  ir. 
hot  water.  The  steel  finally  recovers  its  fo;-- 
mer  qualities.  The  first  heating  and  quench- 
ing has  the  strongest  effect,  which  graduall; 
becomes  weaker  until  after  the  fourth  or  fiftb. 
treatment  the  steel  is  affected  no  longer. 
From  this  it  is  evident  that  three  or  four 
temperings  are  usually  sufiicient.  By  exam- 
ining the  fracture  surface  of  steel  thus  regen- 
erated, it  will  be  found  that  its  grain  has  be- 
come as  fine  as  it  was  before  burning.  In 
fact,  its  structure  is  identical  with  that  of 
similar  steel  hardened,  but  which  has  not 
suffered  any  previous  burning. 


Bought  Factory  Stocl(. 

Wa\-erly,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  3 — Simon  Zausmer 
has  purchased  from  O.  L.  Haverly,  receiver 
for  the  Collins  Pneumatic  Wheel  and  Hub 
Works,  of  Sayre,  Pa.,  the  entire  stock  of  bi- 
cycle frames,  wheels  and  equipments. 

Prices  of  Steel  Billets. 

Pittsburg  price  on  steel  billets  is  $34.  Phil- 
adelphia quotes  !S36.50.  The  same  citie; 
quoted  $17.25  and  $19.10,  respectively,  for  the 
same  week  last  year. 


A  New  Pump. 

C.  H.  Mitchell  &  Son,  of  Gasport,  N.  Y., 
will  shortly  place  a  new  pump  on  the  mar- 
ket. 


Cox  &  Tingley,  manufacturers  of  special- 
ties, making  a  particular  trade  with  a  repair 
outfit  and  plug-setting  device,  have  removed 
their  factory  from  Elizabeth  to  Rahway,  N.  J. 
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Kindly   mention  The  Wheel. 
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Is  small,  compact,  light  and  exceedingly  handsome.      The  bracket  is  reversible, 
allowing  a  change  in  elevation  of  four  inches.     No  other  lamp  has  this  feature. 
The  water  supply  is  under  perfect  control. 
It  has  all  the  best  features  of  the  best  lamps. 
Dealers  who  want  a  good  seller  will  handle  the  O.   K. 


160  Washington  Street,  Chicago. 
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llEVELAM 


We  have  succeeded  in  building  in  every  style  of  1900  Clevelands 
wheels  that  will  stand  up  to  the  work  cut  out  for  them  and  yet  fulfill" 
all  requirements  as  to  lightness^  speed  and  comforts  Our  standard  light 
roadster  is  guaranteed  to  meet  successfully  every  test  of  a  road  wheel 
Our  special  light  wheel  is  intended  for  women  and  expert  riders*  Our 
track  racer  is  strictly  a  track  racer  and  is  guaranteed  for  no  other  purpose* 

Agents  with  our  line  of  wheels  in  stock  can  meet  the  demand  of 
every  individual  rider^  whether  easy  or  hard  to  suit. 


AMERICAN  BICYCLE  COMPANY, 

Lozier  Sales  Department, 


337  BROADWAY,  N.  Y. 


CLEVELAND,  OHIO. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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M\KE  CYCLE  THEfT  GRAND  LARCENY. 


A  Cleveland   Detective   Gives    Some  Good    Reasons 
for  Sending  Cycle  Thieves  to  the  Penitentiary- 
Legal  Defects. 

Cleveland,  O.,  Feb.  3.— The  proposed  bill 
to  make  the  theft  of  a  bicycle  in  this  State 
grand  larceny  has  the  hearty  sympathy  of  the 
poHce  officials  here.  D.  R.  Stanton,  a  niem- 
l)er  of  the  Cleveland  detective  force,  who  is 
detailed  to  look  after  bicycle  cases,  said  the 
other  day:  "I  notice  that  The  Wheel  is  ad- 
'Dcating  something  which  I  have  been  talk- 
ing in  a  quiet  way  for  several  years.  With 
the  decline  in  the  price  of  bicycles,  it  has  be- 
come simply  a  hopeless  case  to  try  to  make 
grand  larceny  out  of  the  theft  of  a  bicycle, 
simply  because  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  a  law- 
yer will  so  entangle  a  dealer  when  called  upon 
to  give  testimony  as  to  the  value  of  the  ma- 
chine, that  he  will  swear  that  it  is  only  worth 
al'out  what  the  actual  material  cost.  The 
slight  penalty  attached  to  the  stealing  of  a 
bicycle  and  the  ease  with  which  a  machine  can 
be  altered  so  that  its  owner  cannot  identify 
it,  has  made  the  theft  of  bicycles  a  very  prof- 
itable business  for  organized  gangs  of  crooks, 
and-,  from  our  experience  here  and  from  re- 
ports from  other  cities,  it  seems  that  this 
variety  of  crime  is  greatly  on  the  increase. 

"Despite  the  decline  in  the  prices  of  wheels, 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  owners  of  bicycles  are 
more  deserving  of  protection  than  ever  be- 
fore, f(jr  the  simple  reason  that  the  vast  ma- 
j  uity  of  machines  belong  to  tiiose  who  can 
ill  afford  to  lose  them.  The  act  of  breaking 
into  a  house,  even  though  nothing  is  stolen, 
is  a  penitentiary  offence  in  this   State,  while 


I  lie  theft  of  a  horse,  even  a  broken-down  ani- 
mal which  would  not  sell  for  $10,  will  send  a 
man  to  the  'pen'  for  a  year  or  more.  On  the 
other  hand,  in  this  State,  and  I  believe  in 
nearly  every  State  in  the  country,  a  man  wdio 
steals  a  brand-new  bicycle,  valued  at  perhaps 
*00  or  $75,  escapes  with  a  slight  fine,  because 
his  lawyer  can  prove  that  the  machine,  having 
been  ridden,  is  'second-hand'  and  worth  only 
a  comparatively  small  amount. 

"The  inconsistency  of  such  a  ruling  is  self- 
evident,  but  there  seems  to  be  no  help  lor  it. 
If  bicycle  dealers  and  clubs  would  undertake 
to  circulate  petitions  asking  that  the  theft  of 
a  bicycle  be  made  grand  larceny,  the  Legis- 
latures of  the  various  States  would  be  bound 
to  give  the  matter  attention,  because  of  the 
great  mass  of  people  it  would  benefit.  The 
bicycle  and  daily  papers  should  agitate  the 
subject  at  once,  and,  to  my  mind.  The  Wheel 
deserves  credit  for  the  start  it  has  made." 


The  Necessity  for  Road  Commissioners. 

The  fact  that  roads  which  would  be  passa- 
ble if  let  alone  are  made  worse  by  the  un- 
skilled labor  employed  to  repair  them  sug- 
gests the  following  scheme  to  the  Ansonia 
"Sentinel:" 

"Our  present  good  roads  law  is  good  so 
far  as  it  goes,  but  we  hope  to  live  to  see  the 
day  when  the  State  shall  have  charge  of  all 
main  thoroughfares,  divided  into  districts, 
and  each  district  assigned  to  an  inspector 
who  .shall  have  charge  of  the  roads,  direct  the 
work  of  repairs,  and  l)e  held  responsible  to  a 
State  Highway  Commissioner.  Until  some 
such  scheme  is  put  into  force;  until  select 
men  are   not  made  responsible  for  the  roads 


and  farmers  allowed  to  work  out  their  taxes 
on  them,  we  cannot  have  good  roads.  When 
competent  and  scientific  road  builders  are  put 
in  charge  of  the  roads  we  shall  begin  to  know 
what  good  roads  really  are." 


The  Bicycle  Bell  and  the  Lion. 

Mr.  Edward  North  Buxton  is  at  present 
bicycling  with  'his  daughter  along  the  high 
road  to  Uganda,  which  is  now  good  enough 
through  most  of  its  course  to  make  an  ade- 
quate bicycling  track.  In  one  of  his  letters 
home  he  describes  an  amusing  adventure.  As 
Mr.  Buxton  and  his  daughter  were  riding 
along  they  found  that  a  lion  had  taken  up  a 
position  right  across  the  track.  People  with 
less  iron  nerves  would  have  perhaps  got  off, 
and  the  lion  might  have  plucked  up  heart  to 
attack  them.  But  Mr.  North  Buxton  and 
his  daughter  took  a  simpler  course.  They 
violently  rung  their  bells,  and  the  king  of 
beasts,  appalled  by  such  a  novel  sight  and 
sound  in  the  silence  of  mid-Africa,  just  rose 
and   slunk  away. — Westminster   Gazette. 


Italian  License  Statistics. 

The  returns  recently  issued  by  the  Italian 
Revenue  Department  show  that  the  cycle  tax 
has  been  paid  on  the  following  vehicles:  Bi- 
cycles and  tricycles,  107,976;  multicycles,  717; 
motor  cycles  and  motor  cars,  326.  The  total 
amount  realized  was  £44,000.  An  analysis  of 
the  various  departments  shows  Milan  to  be 
the  principal  Italian  cycling  centre  with  18,- 
]'22  wheels;  Florence  occupies  second  place 
with  5,848,  and  Rome,  once  the  great  arena 
of  the  world's  athletes,  runs  into  third  place 
with  5,311  wheels. 
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A   ROLLING   STONE 
GATHERS   NO    MOSS" 

is  an  old  and  true  saying, 

and  equally  true  is  the  fact 

that   the    Bullis  Ball-Gear  develops 


A   ROLLING   CONTACT 
THAT   SHOWS    NO    LOSS" 

of  the  rider's  energ-y.     This  has  won  for  it  the 
title  of  "The  Ball-Bearing  Gear,"  and  its 

recognition   and   adoption  by   leading   manu- 
facturers is  just  another  proof  of  its  superiority. 


4.        New  England  Agents: 

j;  Buston  Cycle  Co., 

J,  Boston,  Mass. 

4-  Cycle  &  Tool  Co., 

^  Springfield,  Mass. 


BULLIS  BALL-GEAR  CO., 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


John  S.  Lengi's  Son, 

New  York— Phila. 

Excelsior  Supply  Co., 

Chicago,  III. 
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"BRASS-LINED," 

ANTNRU5T, 

SAFETY 

"eiincherTublng" 

FORKS  AND  STAYS 

Helps  SELL  the  BieveLES. 

ONCE   TRIED,   ALWAYS   BOUGHT.  ' 


aiAj  trade-marks  registered. 
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R   TIP    ON    THE    RReES" 

(human),  telling  how  to  sell  bicycles  fastest  and  make  more 
money  by  increased  sales,  to  be  had  for  the  asking, 
or  see  "i,ooo  Agents  Wanted"  advertisement,  pages  i  and  2, 
February  ist  issue. 


The  following   are  a  few  of  the  cycle  makers  who  are  prepared   to   supply  Brass- 
Lined  Tubing  Bicycles: 
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♦ 
♦ 
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♦ 
♦ 
♦ 
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WALTHAM  MFG.  CO.,  Waltham,  Mass. 

KEATING  WHEEL  &  AUTOMOBILE  CO., 

Middletown,  Conn. 

JULIUS  ANDRAE  &  SONS  CO.,       , 

Milwaukee,  Wis. 

BUDD  BROS.  MFG.  CO.,  Glens  Falls,  N.  Y. 
I    FRAZER  &  TONES  CO.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 


ARNOLD,  SCHWINN  &  CO.,  Chicago,  III. 

LIBERTY  CYCLE  CO.,  Bridgeport,  Conn. 

LIGHT  CYCLE  CO.,  Pottstown,  Pa. 

BEAN-CHAMBERLIN  MFG.  CO., 

Hudson,  Mich. 

KIRK  MFG.  CO.,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

BUTLER  CO.,  Butler,  Ind. 
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PLEASE    TACK    THIS    UP. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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February  8, 


A  BICYCLE  POLO  LETTER. 


Light    on    a    Phase    of    Cycling   Rather    Popular 

in    Europe,    Little    Known 

Here. 

From  Florence,  Italy,  comes  a  communi- 
cation which  throws  interesting  light  upon 
the  sport  of  bicycle  polo.  This  game  is  pop- 
ular in  Ireland,  Italy  and  some  other  parts  of 
Europe.  It  is  little  known  here,  though  it 
received  its  introduction  here.  Perhaps 
some  day  it  will  be  a  common  indoor  winter 
sport  in  this  country.  The  purpose  of  the  fol- 
lowing communication,  to  get  into  touch 
with  American  makers  of  heavy  parts,  is  of 
secondary  interest  in  publishing  the  letter. 
Any  parts  makers  who  find  business  in  the 
letter  can  reach  Mr.  Andrews,  who  is  "gen- 
eral director"  of  the  "American  Bicycle  Polo 
Co.  of  Florence,"  at  5  Via  Rondinelli,  p.p.,  5, 
Florence,  Italy.  Joseph  Smith  is  correspond- 
ing secretary  at  the  same  address.  The 
"traveling  director''  is  Torquato  Montelatici. 
The  letter  follows: 

"I  wish  to  secure  some  special  bicycles  for 
this  company  suitable  for  the  game  of  bicycle 
polo,  but  the  machines  regularly  built  up  by 
American  manufacturers  are  far  too  lightly 
built  to  withstand  our  usage.  Therefore  I 
have  concluded  that  it  might  be  better  for  us 
to  secure  the  materials,  of  especial  strength, 
from  parts  manufacturers  in  the  United 
States  and  have  them  built  into  machines,  re- 
inforced, as  our  experience  has  taught  us  they 
must  be,  by  mechanics  here  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  all  our  requirements  of  frame 
and  fork  construction.  * 


"I  have  quite  lost  track  of  the  American 
trade,  and  am  undecided  whom  and  where  to 
write  to,  therefore  am  addressing  you,  and 
will  give  you  some  particulars  so  that  you  will 
be  able  to  refer  me  to  the  right  people,  to 
whom,  if  you  will  give  me  their  addresses,  we 
will  write,  mentioning  our  requirements  pre- 
cisely. 

"We  have  found  that  the  lines  of  the  '96 
Columbia,  model  42,  are  the  very  best  for  our 
purposes — that  is,  the  men  can  jump  or  sprint 
quicker;  back  pedal  and  stop  rear  wheel's 
revolution  instantly  and  with  less  effort;  turn 
in  smaller  space;  drive  ball  with  front  wheel 
harder  and  kick  harder  and  farther  with  the 
rear  wheel;  stand  still;  ride  backwards;  turn 
around  by  twisting  the  frame  and  rear  wheel, 
using  the  front  wheel  as  a  pivot,  besides  a  lot 
of  other  unusual  moves  that  no  one  but  a  bi- 
cycle polo  player  needs  resort  to.  But  the 
Columbia  construction  is  too  light.  We 
snap  off  cranks,  front  axles,  fork  crowns, 
back  frame  tubes  and  front  frame  tubes  at  the 
head  connections  by  dozens.  Often  it  is  due 
to  crystallization  of  these  parts  from  the  con- 
tinual strains  in  every  direction  which  we  put 
upon  them.  Please  don't  think  I  am  speak- 
ing of  the  Columbia  as  inferior  to  other  ma- 
chines; it  isn't,  the  fact  being  that  we  like  the 
Columbia  best  of  all  machines,  but  there  is 
no  bicycle  of  regular  build  which  can  endure 
the  stress  of  our  game. 

"We  wish  to  get  heavy  parts,  therefore;  the 
bottom  brackets  fitted  with  two-piece  cranks 
easy  to  assemble  and  very  strong,  the  other 
frame  parts  to  be  of  exceptionally  rigid  ma- 
terial, and  the  head  cones  and  cups  remova- 
ble— not    of    stamped    sheet    steel    like    most 


American  stuff  we  see  in  this  country.  The 
hubs  we  want  as  wide  as  possible  between  the 
flanges,  to  give  extraordinary  rigidity  to  the 
wheels,  and  the  hub  flanges  to  be  of  heavy 
stuff  to  resist  occasional  enormous  strains  of 
spokes  which  sometimes  are  struck  with  the 
ball  and  often  in  collision  with  other  ma- 
chines. We  require  adjustable  handle-bars, 
very  heavy  pedals,  saddles  with  extra  strong 
cantles  and  noses  fixed  with  solid  rivets.  We 
use  single-tube  tires,  but  must  have  one  with 
a  special  tread  to  resist  the  flipping  and  slid- 
ing. Fork  sides  are  another  of  our  difficul- 
ties, and  we  must  find  the  very  strongest 
make  existing.  For  fork  crowns  we  are  fully 
satisfied  with  Billings  &  Spencer's  hollow 
arch  crown,  and  we  are  satisfied  that  there  is 
nothing  better  for  rims  than  the  Fairbanks 
linen-covered,  laminated. 

"We  can  do  the  manufacturers  of  these  var- 
ious parts  a  considerable  amount  of  good, 
and  in  return  for  any  special  favors  on  their 
part  would  gladly  mention  the  makers'  names 
on  our  programmes,  rules  and  even  on  our 
lithographs.  Our  teams  are  now  working  in 
Torino,  Milano,  Bologna  and  Firenze;  also 
we  shall  shortly  place  other  teams  in  Rome 
and  Napoli,  so  our  advertising  would  be 
wide  in  extent.  However,  whether  the  item 
of  advertising  be  considered  or  not,  ive  want 
a  supply  of  parts  for  25  or  30  bicycles  imme- 
diately, and  I  will  thank  you  if  you  will  rec- 
ommend to  me  the  makers  of  the  best  mate- 
rials in  America." 

During  his  racing  career,  Summersgil'l,  the 
world's  mile  champion,  has  won  130  first 
prizes,  42  seconds  and  22  thirds. 


PROGRESS 


IS  OUR 
WATCHWORD 


? 


To  accommodate  our 
hundreds  of  customers  we 
have  decided  to  build  a 
very  substantial  wheel  and 
list  it  for  only 

$25.00  I 

This  wheel  added  { 
to  our  $30.00,  $40.00  t 
and  $50.00  models  t 

PATHflNDER    { 
BICYCLES 

makes  it  without  doubt  the  most  complete  and  profitable  line  for  any  responsible  dealer  to  obtain  exclusive  agency 
on.     One-year  Guarantee  with  every  machine. 

r^MF    f^F  MT    SECURES  OUR  1900  CATALOGUE,  JUST  OUT.     ALSO  PRINTED 
WI^C    Vyll'l^  1      CONTRACT  FOR  YOUR  CONSIDERATION.    SEND  FOR  THEM. 

The  National  American  Cycle  Co.,  akron.  ohio.  u.  s.  a. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


1900. 
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(S) 


Every  Buyer 
Of  a  Bicycle 

Figures  either  on  the 
pleasure  he  will  get 
from  its  use  or  the 
saving  it  will  make 
him  in  time  or  money. 
To  get  the  best  re- 
sults he  must  have  a 
Bicycle  which  is  al- 
ways in  condition  and 
not  in  the  repair  shop. 


The  NATIONAL  is  that  kM. 


Satisfied  riders  are  the  best  advertisers  a  bicycle  can  have. 
You  see  one  of  them  every  time  you  see  a  NATIONAL. 

We  have  been  riding  NATIONALS  ever  since  1894  and  we 
believe  in  them.  That's  why  we  sell  them.  With  no  other 
make  of  bicycle  can  we  get  so  many  satisfied  customers  or  be 
at  so  little  expense  taking  care  of  our  trade.  It's  an  honest 
wheel.     Come  around  and  try  one. 


That's  the  way  one  of  our  old 
customers  advertises  NATIONALS. 
He  knows  from  experience  that 
he  can  depend  upon  them. 


I 


HAT  YOU  GET  FOR  YOUIV 
MONEYJSAS  IMPORTANT 
AS  THE  AMOUNT  YOU  F. 
PAY.  =^  -  =^  -  =^  -  =^ 


NATIONAL   CYCLE    MFG.   CO., 

BAY  CITY,    MICH. 


Kindly   mention   The   Wheel. 


®0®0®S>®0®0®0®0®0®0®00®«>®0(!^^ 


Having  acquired  the  Tilling-hast  Patents,  heretofore  held  by  Theodore  A.  Dodge,  the 
Single-Tube  Automobile  and  Bicycle  Tire  Company  gives  notice  that  the  following  com- 
panies alone  are  licensed  to  manufacture  and  sell  Single-Tube  Tires  under  said  Letters  Patent: 


Hartford  Rubber  Works  Company 
Kokomo  Rubber  Company 
Pennsylvania  Rubber  Company 
New  Brunswick  Tire  Company 
National  India  Rubber  Company 

International  Automobile 


& 


Diamond  Rubber  Company 
India  Rubber  Company 
Goodyear  Tire  &  Rubber  Company 
Empire  Rubber  I>1anufacturing  Company 
Indiana  Rubber  &  Insulated  Wire  Company 
Vehicle  Tire  Company 


FOR  CYCLES,  VEHICLES  AND  AUTOMOBILES. 


B.  r.  Goodrich  Company 

Boston  Woven  Hose  &  Rubber  Company 

Hodgman  Rubber  Company 

L.  C.  Chase  &  Company 


iviechanical  Fabric  Company 
risk  Rubber  Company 
Newton  Rubber  Works 
Revere  Rubber  Company 


Philadelphia  Rubber  Company 


FOR  CYCLE  TIRES. 


^ 


Inasmuch  as  the  above  list  comprises  all  tire  manufacturers  of  any  standing,  and  that  their  output  gives  the 
public  an  ample  choice  of  every  style  of  Single-Tube  Tires,  notice  is  hereby  given  that  any  and  all  persons  who 
make,  sell  or  use  any  other  Single-Tube  Tires  will  be  held  liable  and  promptly  prosecuted  as  infringers. 

SINGLE-TUBE  AUTOMOBILE  AND  BICYCLE  TIRE  GO. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel.  THEODORE  A.   DODGE,  Preslcient. 
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Errors  of  the  Past* 


COMMERCIAL  MISTAKES   Ol''   DEALERS. 
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Cycle  agents  have  made  the  mistake  of  believing 
the  cycle  trade  should  be  conducted  upon  business 
principles  different  from  those  obtaining  in  other 
lines  of  trade.  Racing  men  as  managers  of  stores 
have  not  been  a  success,  though  there  have  been  a  few 
exceptional  cases.  Early  prosperity  and  youth  of  the 
business  contributed  to  demoralize  the  retail  trade  in 
many  ways.  The  "Cycle  Trader"  has  some  interesting 
points  to  discuss  on  this  subject  as  shown  in'  the 
subjoined  article: 

SIGNS  are  not  wanting  that  a  form  of  ev- 
olution tending  to  the  adoption  of 
sounder  commercial  principles  is  asserting  it- 
self in  the  ranks  of  the  retail  trade.  The  ev- 
idence of  this  is  apparent  when  the  present 
standing  of  the  trade  and  the  methods  and 
customs  of  conducting  business  are  compared 
with  those  in  vogue  some  two  or  three  years 
ago.  The  retailer  now  realizes  that  he  has 
capital  invested  in  an  industry  which,  if  it  is 
to  exist  at  all,  must  be  constituted  on  a  fair 
commercial  basis.  That  means  that  in  all 
business  transactions  he  must  exercise  that 
caution,  prudence  and  attention  to  details 
which  are  the  acknowledged  precursors  of 
success  in  all  other  branches  of  commercial 
life.  He  now  realizes  what  in  the  young 
days  of  the  industry  was  generally  ignored, 
that  the  laws  which  govern  all  commercial 
relations  and  the  conduct  of  all  business  must 
be  respected;  in  fact,  must  be  the  guiding 
principle  of  his  busy  life. 

Time  was  when  it  was  usual  for  a  member 
of  the  trade  to  excuse  himself  for  some  ex- 
traordinary action  with  the  comment  that 
"the  cycle  trade  is  different  to  all  others." 
That  phrase  is  very  familiar,  and  yet  we  as- 
sert emphatically  that  in  no  sense  is  it  justi- 
fied. The  cycle  trade  is  very  much  like  all 
other  trades;  indeed,  the  gentlemen  who 
have  figured  so  prominently  in  the  bankrupt- 
cy court  during  the  past  few  years  must  ad- 
mit that  the  existence  of  the  similitude  has 
been  disclosed  to  them  in  an  unpleasantly 
forcible  manner.  The  belief  that  the  cycle 
trade  is  isolated,  that  the  rules  which  govern 
other  trades  do  not  apply  to  it,  has  done 
much  to  bring  about  the  period  of  depres- 
sion  and   slump. 

Our  readers  will  at  once  recall  many  in- 
stances of  ill-advised  actions  traceable  direct- 
ly or  indirectly  to  this  prevailing  belief.  As 
an  instance:  How  many  retail  establishments 
have  been  inaugurated  with  a  great  flourish 
of  trumpet  and  presumably  with  the  best 
prospects  of  success,  of  which  the  managers 
were  ex-racing  men?  It  would  have  been 
easy  to  obtain  the  services  of  trained  busi- 
ness men  at  a  possibly  lower  scale  of  remu- 
neration, but  in  the  competition  for  the  post 
the  man  who  could  refer  to  his  record  of 
victories  on  tb.e  track,  and  whose  name  was 
bandied  about  in  a  misleading  cycle  press 
was  sure  of  success.  In  most  instances  the 
appointment  ended  in  failure.  For  the  first 
few  weeks  the  proprietors  congratulated 
themselves  on  the  appointments,  hugging  to 
themselves  the  conviction  that  the  racing  man 
had  obtained  an  excellent  advertisement  for 
the  establishment,  that  they  had  got  a  good 
set-ofif,  and  so  on.     Indeed,  they  were  pleased 


to  note  that  all  the  ex-racing  man's  old 
friends,  commercial  travelers,  pressmen,  his 
fellow-racing  magnates,  were  frequent  callers 
and   good   stayers. 

Their  pet  belief  that  the  cycle  trade  was 
different  to  all  others  would  not  allow  them 
to  reflect  that  their  manager  was  destitute  of 
all  business  training,  and  that  a  well-displayed 
window  and  courteous  treatment  would  ap- 
peal more  to  the  local  customers  than  the 
glory  which  envelopes  the  gatherer  of  silver 
pots  and  medals.  It  will  be  noted  that  we 
say  in  many  instances  failures  attended  such 
appointments,  for  it  must  be  admitted  that 
occasionally  racing  men  have  proved  them- 
selves first-rate  business  men.  Yet  their  bril- 
liant exceptions  only  ciuphasize  the  calami- 
tous end  which  usually  attends  such  ill-ad- 
vised appointments.  Of  course  we  have  re- 
ferred to  only  one  instance  of  the  fatal  mis- 
takes which  can  be  traced  to  the  failure  to 
realize  that  the  ordinary  laws  of  cornme'xe 
appeal  to  the  cycle  trade. 

A  similarly  egregious  error  is  made  in  en- 
tertaining the  belief  that  the  cycle  shops  in 
a  town  "must  be  dumped  down  in  one  partic- 
ular street.  Presuinably  the  idea  of  this  is 
that  success  depends  on  face-to-face  compe- 
tition. 

It  is  possible  that  when  the  trade  was  in 
its  infancy,  and  buyers  were  few  and  suffi- 
ciently enthusiastic  to  travel  miles  in  order 
to  examine  a  machine,  there  was  some  reason 
for  the  collection  of  cycle  depots  on  Holborn 
Viaduct.  With  the  altered  conditions  of  to- 
day Holborn  Viaduct  stands  self-condemned 
as  a  crowning  evidence  of  the  foolishness  of 
cycle  trade  capitalists.  Many  other  instances 
may  be  given  of  the  erroneous  conception  of 
the  cycle  trade  which  is  so  popularly  held. 
Of  these  we  may  briefly  mention  the  reckless 
purchase  of  job  lines  because  the  price  is  al- 
luring, the  fixing  contracts  to  take  a  certain 
quantity  of  goods  during  the  season,  the  fail- 
ure to  recognize  the  value  of  careful  window 
display,  the  absence  of  adequate  arrange- 
ments for  the  supply  of  repair  parts,  the  reck- 
less distribution  of  credit,  and  so  on  ad 
nauseam.  We  do  not  say  for  a  moment  that 
other  industries  are  guiltless  of  these  forms 
of  misdirected  policy  and  recklessness,  but 
we  are  convinced  that  in  this  respect  the  cy- 
cle trade  has  a  blacker  record  th;in  most 
others. 

Many  of  the  mistakes  of  the  past,  however, 
are  attributable  to  unavoidable  causes,  the 
youth  of  the  industry,  the  sudden  flood  of 
prosperity  culminating  in  the  boom  and  the 
equally  sudden  ebb  of  fortune  bringing  with 
it  the  slump  of  the  last  few  years.  In  such 
stirring  times,  and  without  the  guidance  of  a 
history  to  point  out  the  true  course,  it  was 
easy  for  the  trade  to  allow  errors  of  great 
magnitude  to  creep  in.  But,  as  we  premised 
at  the  beginning  of  this  article,  there  is  every 
indication  that  a  sounder  conception  of  the 
real  requirements  of  the  trade  and  the  duty 
of  its  members  is  establishing  itself.  We 
hope  nothing  will  occur  in  1000  to  arrest  the 
progress   of  the  reformation  movement. 
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"Russet  Reliability" 

OnMncb 
Cube. 


T 


HE  Bicycle  that  sells  others, 
that  bringfs  new  customers, 
and  brings  the  old  custom- 
ers back  ag;ain  next  year 
is  the  one  for  you  to 
handle. 

Everywhere  that  Fronte- 
nac  Bicycles  are  known 
they  have  a  most  enviable 
reputation.  The  Russet 
wheel  is  popular  and 
never   fails  to  sell  others. 


frontenac 

Bicycles 


are  made  in  one  of  the 
best-equipped  factories  in 
the  world,  and 


nre  Built  Ridbt. 


Honesty  of  construction 
is  their  strong;est  feature. 
We  jealously  guard  its 
reputation  by  the  material 
and  work  that  goes  into 
the  wheel.  Their  color  is 
russet.  Write  for  detailed 
information  of  their  good- 


ness. 


Trontenac  IUfg.  €o^, 

Syracuse,  n.  V. 


Kindly   mention  The  Wheel. 
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THE    STANDARD    BAR    OF    THE    WORLD. 

KELLY    ADJUSTABLE. 


Fits  Any  Bicycle. 


Any  Rider. 


Over   500,000    Riders   Say      Tis    No    Experiment." 

THE  KELLY  HANDLE-BAR  CO.,  Cleveland,  O.,  U.  S.  A. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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THE  REeORD  No.  9  B 


PATENTED. 


Is  the  one  balance  pedal  useful  on  both  surfaces.     It  is  the  only 
practical  combination  pedal  instantly  ready. 

It  is  two  pedals  in  one  at  the  one-pair  price. 

The  rubber  mats  rest  the  feet. 


niBBARD,  SPENCER,  BARTLETT  &  CO., 

CHICAGO,  ILL, 
Chicago  Distributing  Agents. 


RECORD  PEDAL  MFG.  CO., 

221  Columbus  Ave.,  Boston,  I^ass, 
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(m^  Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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THE  "  BICYCLE  KNEE.  " 


Anatomical  Freaks  Attributed  to  the  Bicycle,  After 

Extensive  Consideration  Now  in  the 

Nether  Region. 

Considering  what  an  important  part  is 
played  by  the  knee-joint  and  adjacent  struc- 
tures in  propelling  the  bicycle,  it  is  rather  a 
matter  for  surprise  (thinks  the  "Medical 
Press")  that  attention  has  not  been  called  to 
the  troubles  of  which  it  may  be  the  seat,  as  the 
result  of  too  protracted  or  too  severe  a  strain 
ill  riding.  Numerous  cases  have  been  brought 
to  our  notice  of  incapacity  for  this  form  of 
exercise  occasioned  by  the  pain  to  which  it 
gives  rise.  This  pain  presents  several  charac- 
teristic features.  It  occurs  in  only  one  knee, 
and,  as  a  rule,  is  not  felt  in  walking.  More- 
over, it  often  does  not  supervene  at  the  be- 
ginning of  a  ride,  but  comes  on  gradually, 
ultimately  attaining  an  intensity  which  may 
absolutely  prevent  the  rider  from  continuing 
his  excursion,  and  oblige  him  to  adopt  some 
other  method  of  locomotion  for  the  purpose 
of  regaining  his  domicile. 

One  feature  appears  to  be  common  to  all 
these  cases,  namely,  that  the  pain  is  exterior 
to  the  joint,  and  the  swelling,  if  present,  is 
limited  to  the  sheaths  of  the  tendons  which 
run  past  the  joint  or  to  the  insertions  of  mus- 
cles in  that  neighborhood.  It  is  not  asso- 
ciated with  manifestations  in  other  parts  of 
the  body  which  would  justify  the  diagnosis  of 
rheumatism,  and  it  occurs  in  persons  who  are 
not.  as  far  as  you  can  juds:e.  the  subjects  of 
the    rheumatic    diathesis.     In    most    instances 


abstention  from  the  use  of  the  cycle  suffices 
to  bring  about  a  cure,  but  in  some — the  mi- 
nority— it  displays  a  tendency  to  recur  under 
stress,  and  in  this  event  it  constitutes  a  formal 
contra-indication  for  more  than  very  moder- 
ate indulgence  in  this  pastime.  It  is  due,  no 
doubt,  to  immoderate  strain  of  the  extensor 
muscles,  which  are  mainly  concerned  in  driv- 
ing the  machine,  and  is  strictly  akin  to  the 
pain,  etc.,  felt  when  the  muscles  of  the  fore- 
arm are  subjected  to  unwonted  strain. 

In  most  of  the  cases  that  have  come  under 
our  notice  the  primary  cause  would  seem  to 
be  too  high  a  gear,  which  throws  an  exag- 
gerated strain  on  the  muscles,  or  a  saddle 
placed  too  low  down,  so  that  the  flexion  of 
the  knee  is  unnecessarily  increased.  In  the 
absence  of  either  of  these  causes,  hill-climbing 
has  been  known  to  bring  on  an  attack,  but 
in  reality  this  amounts  to  the  same  thing  as 
too  high  a  gear.  When  we  speak  of  a  gear 
as  too  high,  we  mean,  of  course,  too  high  for 
all-round  work.  It  is  necessary  to  put  cy- 
clists on  their  guard  against  a  complication 
which  may  debar  them  from  their  favorite 
pastime,  and  they  should  learn  to  be  warned 
by  the  earlier  admonitions  without  waiting 
for  absolute  incapacity  to  supervene. 


What  Ex-Racing  Men  Are  Doing. 

Other  than  George  Banker  there  is  but 
one  of  the  stars  of  the  early  'OOs  left  to  the 
cycle  track,  and  that  is  Al.  Newhouse,  who 
did  not  come  out.  however,  until  1803,  in  the 
Cash  Prize  League  days.  Banker  and  Zim- 
merman alone  remain  of  the  field  of  racing 
men  before  that  time. 


Of  the  riders  who  competed  against  the 
"Grinder"  most  are  now  successful  business 
men.  George  Taylor  is  a  dentist,  near  Bos- 
ton, and  affixes  Dr.  to  his  name.  Walter 
Sanger  is  manufacturing  handle-bars  in  Mil- 
waukee, and  incidentally  handling  the  reins 
back  of  a  stable  of  very  fast  horses.  Johnnie 
Johnson  is  in  business  in  Minneapolis.  Charlie 
Murphy,  who  took  second  to  Zimmerman  in 
Zimmy's  first  win  down  on  Long  Island,  is 
a  cycle  salesman  in  Brooklyn.  J.  Pye  Bliss, 
the  wonderful  midget,  who  never  could  beat 
Zimmerman  in  his  own  mind  and  who  threw 
away  countless  chances  to  follow  the  Skeeter 
home,  is  running  a  bowling  alley  in  Chicago. 
Mike  Dirnberger,  "King  Michael,"  is  in 
Cornell  College  studying  law.  Arthur  Lums- 
den,  of  Chicago,  is  now  representing  a  tire 
Firm  in  Buffalo.  Willie  Windle  is  said  to  be 
about  to  enter  the  motor  carriage  business. 
He  gave  up  cycling  to  preach  and  for  a  time 
was  an  evangelist.  Harry  Tyler  is  a  gentle- 
man farmer  up  in  Lansingburg,  N.  Y.  A.  D. 
Kennedy  is  in  the  insurance  business  in  Chi- 
cago. Ray  MacDonald  is  a  machinist  up  in 
New  York  State.  Billie  Murphy  has  a  busi- 
ness position  in- Syracuse.  Eddie  Bode  is  an 
advertising  man. 

Birdie  Munger  has  just  invented  a  vehicle 
tire  and  is  at  the  head  of  a  company  in  the 
rubber  trust.  Peter  Berlo  is  manufacturing 
steam  engines  for  cycles  and  boats  in  Bos- 
ton. Billy  Taxis  is  a  traveling  salesman. 
Lonnie  Warren  is  also  a  traveling  man,  at 
present  located  in  Boston.  Good  old  Pop 
Worden  is  dead,  and  the  only  missing  one 
of  the  old  guard. 


Before  Ordering  Your  New  Tires  for    X^^OO   ^^^  What  They  Say  About  the 


Pneumatic 


Single  Tube 


Resilient 


Easy  Ridinjir 


Print  Registered  i3)<).     Milwaukee  Patent  Puncture-Proof  Tire  Co.  ~«^'^" 

PRESENTING    NEW    TESTIMONIALS    EACH    WEEK. 


J.  H.  BARNES,  Dealer  In  Bicycle  Supplies  and  Sundries. 

S-riLLWATKR,  Okla.,  Nov.  10,  1899. 

Milwaukee  Patent  Puncture-Proof  Ti«e  Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Genllemen:  In  an  experience  of  sl.x  jrcars  in  the  bicycle  business,  in  the  territory  of 
Oklahoma,  I  have  used  nearly  every  kind  ot  tire  known,  including  some  so-called 
"Puncture-Proof"  tires,  and  I  can  cheerfully  recommend  the  Milwaukee  Patent  Puncture- 
Proof  Tires  as  the  best  of  its  class  I  have  ever  used.  Besides  the  puncture-proof  qualities  it 
is  a  very  resilient  and  easy-riding  lire,  and  I  can  heartily  endorse  every  claim  of  its  makers. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

J.  H.  BARNES. 


D.  T.  REES,  Bicycle  Supplies  and  Sundries. 

Nogales,  Ariz.,  Nov.  8, 1899. 
Milwaukee  Patent  Puncture-Proof  Tire  Co.,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Gentlemen:  In  regard  to  the  good  qualities  of  your  Milwaukee  Patent  Puncture- 
Proof  Tires,  I  will  say  that  I  find  them  to  be  more  than  recommended.  I  have  used 
several  pairs  this  season,  and  they  are  in  good  condition  in  every  way.  Have  never  had 
to  repair  one  of  them,  and  that  is  saying  a  good  deal  on  account  of  the  thorny  and  rocky 
roads  in  this  section. 

Yours  respectfully, 

D.  T.  REES. 


Representatives  Wanted.    Write  for  Prices  and  Other  Information. 

MILWAUKEE  PATENT  PUNCTURE-PROOF  TIRE  CO.,  MILWAUKEE,  WIS.,  U.  S.  A. 


1900. 


47 


Crescent  Bicycles 


for  1900. 

S  K  Y-H  IGH. 


In  arranging  the  Crescent  line 
for  I  goo,  it  has  been  our  object 
to  place  in  the  hands  of  agents 
such  models  as  would  meet  the 
wants  of  the  majority  of  their 
customers.  To  a  rider  who 
wants  a  wheel  that  will  stay  with 
him  day  in  and  day  out,  and  who 
finds  it  necessary  to  place  a  limit 
on  his  expenditure,  the  agent  can 
talk  Crescents  with  positive  as- 
surance of  making  a  sale. 

Crescent  quality  has  won  for 
them  the  reputation  of  being 
"The  wheels  that  stand  up." 

PRICES: 

BEVEL-GEAR  CHAIINLESS,     -     $60.00. 
CHAIN  MODELS,     -     $25.00  to  $50.00. 


AMERICAN  BICYCLE  COMPANY, 

Western  Wheel  Sales  Dept., 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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Sterling:  Bicycles 

for  1900. 

BUILT  LIKE  A  WATCH. 


High  quahty  of  material  used 
throughout  their  entire  construc- 
tion. The  best  of  skilled  labor 
only  employed.  They  are  dain- 
ty in  lines  and  beautiful  in  fin- 
ish. Light  in  weight,  and  up-to- 
date  in  every  particular.  Dis- 
tinctive features  may  be  found  in 
their  flush-joints,  crank-hanger, 
bearings,  front  forks,  pedals, 
sprockets  and  chain. 

PRICES: 

BEVEL-GEAR  CHAINLESS,     -     $75.00. 
CHAIN   MODELS,     -     $40.00— $50.00. 


501  Wells  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

EASTERN  BRANCH, 

36  WARREN  ST.,  NEW  YORK. 
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Reminiscences  of  Early  Days. 

I  wonder,  ot  the  multitude  who  attended 
the  Cycle  Show,  how  many  were  riders  in 
the  early  eighties.  Those  who  were,  realized 
that,  great  as  have  been  the  changes  in  mod- 
els since  that  time,  they  were  as  nothing  com- 
pared to  the  different  status  of  the  wheelman 
then  and  now.  Then  we  were  barred  from 
the  Park  and  Riverside  Drive,  now  we  ride 
everywhere  and  have  cycle  paths  for  our  ex- 
clusive use.  Then  we  were  looked  upon  with 
disapproval  and  sternly  dealt  with  if  a  horse 
shied  at  us.  Now,  if  run  down  or  crowded  by 
a  vehicle,  we  have  the  driver  promptly  ar- 
rested and  subsequently  collect  damages  for 
;uiy  injury  that  he  has  done  us  or  our  mount. 
Then  we  were  regarded  as  a  lot  of  hare- 
brained riders  of  freaks  and  our  "knickers" 
called  forth  unflattering  comments  from  the 
irreverent  small  boy.  Now  "knickers"  are 
the  fashionable  dress  for  all  out-door  sports 
and  may  be  worn  to  business  without  excit- 
ing interest.  And  still,  in  spite  of  all  that 
has  come  to  us,  first  in  the  wny  of  privileges, 
then  of  rights,  I  doivbt  if  the  rider  of  to-day's 
safety  feels  half  the  thrill  of  exhilaration  that 
we  old  riders  on  the  high  wheel  experienced 
as  we  rolled  through  the  country. 


The  wheelman  of  to-day,  warned  by  road 
maps  and  carefully  placed  League  of  Ameri- 
can Wheelman  sign-posts,  either  dismounts  at 
the  brow  of  dangerous  hills  and  leads  his 
wheel,  or  back  pedals  all  the  way.  We  of  the 
old  days,  with  no  idea  of  what  was  coming, 
threw  our  legs  over  the  handle-bars  and 
trusted  that  Providence  would  help  us  out, 
and  Providence  generally  did,  for  very  few 
of  us  were  killed  or  seriously  injured.  In 
spite  of  this  fact,  no  bicycle  riders  could  for 
years  take  out  an  accident  policy  covering 
injuries  received  while  awheel.  The  man  of 
the  present  day  either  has  an  effective  brake 
or  utilizes  his  foot;  the  old-timer's  spoon 
brake,  on  the  large  wheel,  generally  made 
matters  worse  by  hastening  a  spill,  and  its 
proper  use  was  only  acquired  after  many 
headers  over  the  handle-bars. 

The  cyclist  of  to-day  can  get  a  good  rida- 
hle  mount  for  $30,  while  we  paid  $150.  We 
also  paid  $8  for  a  lantern  and  $10  for  a  cyclo- 
meter that  lied  like  a  gas  meter;  but  we  were 
happy,  and  I  rather  incline  to  the  opinion 
that  we  had  a  better  time.  You  see,  we  were, 
like  all  men,  terribly  vain,  and  those  who  did 
not  despise  us  admired  our  apparent  rash- 
ness in   tempting  such  awful   falls,   which,  by 


the  way,  we  rarely  took.  It  looked  so  terri- 
bly hard  to  ride  a  wheel  and  there  were  so 
few,  that  we  received  credit  for  an  amount  of 
skill  which  we  never  possessed,  and  the  girls 
generally  thought  us  little  short  of  heroes. 
The  advent  of'the  low  woman's  wheel  taught 
them  how  very  easy  it  really  was,  and  we  have 
fallen  from  our  pinnacle,  never  to  be  rein- 
stated. 


Cycle  Track  in  War  Picture. 

In  a  photographic  reproduction  of  Cape 
Town — the  base  of  operations  against  the 
Boers^ — and  published  in  a  recent  issue  of  the 
"Navy  and  Army  Illustrated,"  the  most  prom- 
inent feature  in  the  picture  was  a  large,  well- 
banked,  cement  cycle  racing  track,  with  a  fine 
grand  stand  adjoining,  making  the  enclosure 
a  model  one. 


Plan  for  New  York  Coliseum. 

Plans  have  been  drawn  for  an  immense 
coliseum,  to  be  built  between  Seventh  and 
Eighth  avenues  and  153d  and  154th  streets, 
in  New  York  City.  If  the  building  is  erected 
a  bicycle  track  will  probably  be  one  of  the 
features. 


THE  NEW  CROWN 


c<^^^^^^. 


1900 


PATTERN. 


C.C.G.  Co 

WE  WANT  TO  FIGURE  WITH  LARGE  TRADE. 
CHAS.  E.  MILLER,  99  Reade  Street, 

New  Yoi-U  C'ily  KcprcsiMilalive. 


Special  Prices  <(iiote<I  on  Application 
for  Front  Hubs  Only. 


The  New  Crown, 
Limited  Number,  1899  Pattern. 

Discounts  for  Large  Trade  and   Early  Buyers. 

Send  for  Circular,  Samples  and  Prices. 

CORTUND  CARRIAGE  GOODS  CO., 

CORTLAND,  N.  Y. 


The  Bicycle  Equipment  Co.,  ?,?iFi'iV;<1,T£i':; 

Chicago  and  Milwaukee  Representatives. 


rJbJLiO     66 


IT  jv  AT  o  R^  I  a:" 


99     JU-V^ElsTILB 
The  Best  Juvenile  Ever  Offered.       Our  1900  Proposition  Will  Interest  You. 


EXCELSIOR  SPOKES  AND  NIPPLES  AT  PRICES  CONTROLLED  BY  OURSELVES. 


Kindly    mention   The   Wheel. 


THE  TOLEDO   METAL  WHEEL  CO.,  toledo,  o. 


ASPHALT  PAVEMENTS 


THE  STANDARD  PAVE- 
MENT OF  AMERICA.^  ^ 


Endorsed  by  the  L.  A.  W*  everywhefe. 


THE    BARBER  ASPHALT   PAVING   CO., 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


No.  II    BROADWAY,  NEW  YORK. 
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If  you  want  the  best,  get  in  with  the 
rest; 

The  Kokomo  Defender  Special  so  recog- 
nized in  the  past,  has  stood  the  test. 

Its  high  standard  in  1900  will  be  retained. 

Let  us  have  a  share  of  your  orders  and 
remain, 

KOKOMO  RUBBER  CO., 

Kokomo,  Indiana,  U.  S.  A. 

6EO.  W.  NOCK,  Phlla.,  Pa.,  Eastern  Representative. 

Kindly   mention   The   WheeL 


To  '^f^j-ko.-i^^  o -fc-agg^.-^  Qg? 


WHY  we  are 
Flooded  with 
ORDERS  FOR 
HALF  CHAIN  GUARDS, 


Appearance  : 


The  general  verdict— 

'•LOOKS    FINE." 

NICELY  NICKEL-PLATED. 


(  Furnished  with  Connections 

Adjustment  :  ]  «o»ake  any  frame  angle. 

(  Attaching  is  "DEAD  EASY." 

Cost;  less  than  wood  guard. 


SOLD   BV  LEADING  JOBBERS. 

Write   for    Catalogue.  FORSYTH    MFG.    CO.,    BuffalO,  N.  Y. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


1900. 
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Josh  Billings  in  "  President's  English." 

A  mule  is  a  bad  pun  on  a  horse. 

Wheat  is  a  serial.     I  am  glad  of  it. 

A  fib  is  a  lie  painted  in  water  colors. 

Ignorance  is  the  wet  nurse  of  prejudice. 

Did  you  ever  hear  a  very  rich  man  sing? 

We  have  made  justice  a  luxury  of  civiliza- 
tion. 

Wit  without  sense  is  a  razor  without  a 
handle. 

Old  age  increases  us  in  wisdom — and  in 
rheumatism. 

Time  is  money,  and  many  people  pay  their 
debts  with  it. 

It  is  easier  to  be  a  harmless  dove  than  a 
decent  serpent. 

Benevolence  is  the  cream  on  the  milk  of 
human  kindness. 

Face  all  things;  even  adversity  is  polite  to 
a  man's  face. 

Beware  of  the  man  with  half-shut  eyes. 
He's    not    dreaming. 

People  of  good  sense  are  those  whose  opin- 
ions agree  with  ours. 

It  is  little  trouble  to  a  graven  image  to  be 
patient,   even    in    fly-time. 

Half  the  discomfort  of  life  is  the  result  of 
getting  tired  ourselves. 

Humor  must  fall  out  of  a  man's  mouth 
like  music  out  of  a  boboHnk. 

Necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention,  but 
Patent  Right  is  the  Father. 

Pleasure  is  like  treacle.  Too  much  of  it 
spoils  the  taste  for  everything. 

Most  men  are  like  eggs,  too  full  of  them- 
selves  to   hold  anything  else. 

Passion  always  lowers  a  great  man,  but 
sometimes  elevates  a  little  one. 

There  are  people  who  expect  to  escape  hell 
because  of  the  crowd  going  there. 

Manner  is  a  great  deal  more  attractive  than 
matter — especially  in  a  monkey. 

Adversity  to  a  man  is  like  training  to  a 
pugilist.  It  reduces  him  to  his  fighting 
weight. 


Shows  have   not  helped   the   English   retail 
trade  so  far.     The  war  prevents. 


Trustee  Allowed  Extra  Compensation. 

The  United  States  District  Court  for  the 
Northern  District  of  New  York  held,  in  the 
matter  of  Plummer  et  al.,  that  where  a  trus- 
tee manages  a  manufacturing  plant  for  over 
a  year,  under  constant  orders  from  the  cred- 
itors to  purchase  new  material,  make  repairs 
and  conduct  the  business  until  the  plant  can 
be  sold  at  an  advantage,  he  is  not  only  the 
Court's  representative  and  entitled  to  the 
commissions  on  dividends  fixed  by  section  48 
of  the  Bankruptcy  act,  but  is  also  the  cred- 
itors' manager,  and,  in  a  proper  case,  should 
be  allowed  extra  compensation  for  such  work 
as  one  of  the  necessary  expenses  of  adminis- 
tration. The  Court  said  that  where  such  an  al- 
lowance is  about  to  be  asked  for  it  is  the  better 
practice  to  notify  creditors  beforehand,  but 
where  three-fourths  of  the  creditors  in 
amount  consent  on  the  final  meeting  to  the 
allowance  asked  for,  such  a  notice  will,  in  a 
proper  case,  be  considered  unnecessary. 


Palmer's  Big  Profits. 

'  The  balance-'sheet  of  the  Palmer  Tire  Co. 
(England)  shows  that  for  the  year  ending 
September  30  last,  a  profit  of  £24,000  odd  has 
been  made,  which,  with  a  carry-over  of  close 
on  £5,000,  leaves  nearly  £20,500  available  for 
dividend,  on  a  capital  of  about  £48,000.  But, 
in  view  of  the  litigation  in  progress  with  the 
Dunlop  Co.,  the  directors  have  only  advised 
a  dividend  of  20  per  cent,  against  40  per 
cent  last  year,  when  they  could  otherwise 
easily  have  declared  60  per  cent,  a  very  wise 
action. 


Free  Sample  Pair 
to  Dealers. 

ASHWORTH 
PATENT 

TOE-CLIP. 

Send  6c.  for  postage. 

L.  T.  SNOW,  Mfr., 

NEW  HAVEN.  CONN. 
J.  T.  WHERETT, 
35  Warren  St., 
N.  Y.  Agent. 
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PERFECT" 


25C. 


OILER. 


'  RAISCO   FOB    OIUNa 


Used  by  leading  makers  of  high-grade  bicycles.     The  only  oiler  that    regulates    supply  of  oil.     CANNOT 
LEAK.     We  make  cheaper  oilers  also,  of  unequaled  quality. 

CUSHM/VN  &  DENISON,  Mfrs.,  240<2  W.  23d  St..  N.  Y. 

THE    HIRSCH 

SAFETY  OILER. 

There  is  a  steady  demand  for  a  GOOD  oil  can  ;   you  cannot  satisfy  it  unless  you  handle 

THE  HIRSCH  Safcty  Oiler, 

■which    is  the  BEST  on  the  market. 

SAFETY    OILER    CO..  -  65  Nassau  St.,  New  York. 

Have  you  seen...  SAFETY 


The  Hirsch     oiler 


TOP? 


ADLETS. 

For   Sale,    Exchange,    Etc Tweaty-five  words, 

Dhirty-five   cents.     Ea<Ai   additional   word   two   cents. 
Cash  invariably  in  advance. 

Situations  and  Help  Wanted. — Answers  receiyed 
in  confidenee  and  forwarded  without  charge.  Rate: 
25  words,  one  time,  60  cents;  three  times,  JLOO;  50 
words,  one  time,  Jl.OO;  four  times,  $3.00;  76  words, 
one  time,  $1.60;  four  times,  $5.00.  Displayed  adver- 
tisements: One-half  inch,  one  time,  $1.00;  four  times, 
$3.00;  one  inch,  one  time,  $1.60;  four  times,  $5.00. 


PATENTS.— H.  W.  T.  Jenner,  patent  attorney  and 
^  mechanical  expert,  608  F  street,  Washington,  D. 
C.  Established  1883.  I  make  an  examination  free  of 
charge,  and  report  if  a  patent  can  be  had  and  exactly 
how  much  it  will  cost.    Send  for  circular. 


CYCLE    FACTORIES. 

Have  you  got  a  wheel  fitted  with  Dunlop  rims  and  tires, 
brake  and  mud  guards  you  can  sell  cheap  ?  Address, 
B   J.  JENSEN,  Torvgd.  5  b,  Chrisliania,  Norway. 


A  RELIABLE  salesman,  with  an  established  trade 
^^-  for  two  to  three  thousand  wheels  in  New  Eng- 
land and  good  Southern  connections,  is  ready  to  talk 
business  with  a  live  firm.  Only  reliable  people  need 
write.    G.  H.  P.,  care  of  The  Wheel. 


A  DVERTISER,  at  present  superintendent  of  bi- 
-'^  cycle  lamp  firm,  desires  a  similar  situation  after 
February  28.  Have  had  14  years  as  practical  lamp 
maker  with  well  known  English  firm.  Thoroughly 
practical  and  understands  the  business  thoroughly. 
Good  references.    Address,  A.  B.,  care  of  The  Wneel. 


"P  EPAIRMAN — Competent  bicycle  repairman  want- 
■'^  ed  to  go  to  Florida  and  take  charge  of  shop; 
steady  work  and  good  pay.  Apply  by  letter  only. 
New  York  Sporting  Goods  Co.,   New  York  City. 


Bicycle  Trunks. 

Two  for  sale,  properly  lined,  strapped, 
with  locks ;  in  perfect  condition.  Ad- 
dress, Trunk,  P.  O.  Box  444,  N.Y.City. 


SNOW   HOLDERS 

ARE  ADJUSTABLE. 

When   Set   Are   Firm. 

Wheels  cannot  fall  over  after  being 
put  in  holder.  Used  in  bicycle  stores, 
public  buildings,  offices,  stores, 
churches,  schools,  factories,  in  fact 
anywhere.  No  bicycle  store  complete 
without  them.  Various  styles  furnished 
in  any  finish.    Write  for  prices. 

SXOW   WIRE   WORKS, 

78-84  Exchange  Street, 
Established  1834.      ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. 


IIVDISPEIVSABLE   BI-CY-KA. 

Your  wheel  needs  Bi-cy-ka.  No  work  to 
apply  it.  It  takes  off  the  rust  and  keeps  the 
rust  off;  it  cleans  and  it  polishes.  If  your 
dealer  hasn't  it,  send  us  10  cents  in  stamps 
and  we  will  mail  you  a  full-sized  collapsible 
tube.  Raven  Gloss  Mfg.  Co.,  71  Barclay 
street.  New  York. 


STANDARD  LEATHER  CRIP. 


The  leather  grip  has  become  the  popular  grip  on 
the  highest  class  wheels. 

Last  year  the  demand  exceeded  the  supply. 

We  are  making  the  handsomest  line  of  these 
goods  ever  put  on  the  market.  Nickel,  German 
Silver  and  natural  wood  ends. 

We  can  ship  promptly  in  any  amount. 

Samples  sent  on  request. 
The  MacDonald,  Wetsels  &  Ames  Co.,  Detroit,  Mich. 
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February  8, 


2om 


•HEAD-LIGHT 
£c  DRIVING-LAMP. 


Over  One  Million  on  Wheels, 


SEND   FOR  1900  CATALOGUE. 


'.jairS«Et.»rf* 


PRICE,    $3.00. 

The  1900  Model  is  the  Highest  Type 
of  Perfected  Gas  Lamp. 


20TH   CENTURY  MFG.   CO., 

M  WARREN  STREET,  NEW  YORK. 


PRICE,    $2.00. 

The    Leading  Oil   Lamp 
of  the  World. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 


®CKi)D{5O®O®Ci®0®0®S®0®©®C®0(5©®€Xi»^^ 


WE  MANUFACTURE- 


Tubing  ^  ^ 


REAR    FORKS,  STAYS,  &c., 

And  for  All  Bicycle  uses. 

Handle^Bars... 

STATIONARY,  ADJUSTABLE  or  EXPANDING. 

**L"  and  **T"  Seat-Posts 

Famished  in  the  Black  or  Nickel-Plated  on  Copper. 

Brakes.  *  Steel  Rims. 

A   COMPLETE   LINE   OF... 

One^Piece  Hangers 

FOR  OUTSIDE  AND  FLUSH  JOINTS. 

We  are  ready  to  contract  for  next  season's  business 
on  the  above.  We  have  a  complete  and  economical 
plant ;  enormous  capacity,  and  our  product  is  safe, 
strong  and  fashionable. 


Clipper  Chilled  Plow  Co., 


INQUIRIES 

SOLICITED. 


ELWIRA,  N.  Y.,  U.  S.  A. 

Kindly  mention  The  Wneel. 

DO0O®O®O©O®O®O®O®O®€y!)6 


Elk,  List  $40. 
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Dixie,  List  $25. 


BE  SURE  AND  SEE  OUR  LINE. 


THE  ARCADE  FILE  WORKS 

ALLERTON.GLARKE  CO.,  Sales  Agents, 
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®97  Chambers  Street,        118  Lake  Street,  | 

I         NEW  YORK.  CHICAGO.       I 

®  ® 

5.  o. 

0  Kindly  m/cntion  The  Wheel.  (i) 
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SCHRADER    UNIVERSAL    VALVE 


NOTICE. 


Manufacturers  of  Bicycles,  Jobbers 
and  Dealers  : 

In  order  to  facilitate  the 

obtaining  of  i 

Parts  Of  the  Scbradcr  Universal  Ualve 

I  have  concluded  to  sell  parts 
only  to  the  general  trade. 

Parts  99-1,  99-2,  99-3,  99-4  may  be  had  from  all 
tire-makers,  or  from  A.  Schradkr'S  Son.  Price- 
list_sent  on  application. 


Trade=Mark  Registered  April  30,  1895. 

SIMPLE  AND 
ABSOLUTELY  AIR-TIGHT. 


MANUFACTURED  BY 


99-1 


99-4. 


99-2 


09-9 


A.  SCHRADER'S  SON, 

Established  1844, 

30  and  32  Rose  Street, 

NEW  YORK,  U.  S.  A. 


Kindly  mention  The  Wheel. 
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